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DOCTTMENTS  AND   NARRATIVES. 


Doc.  1. 
MILITARY  MEASURES  OP  CONGRESS. 

No.  1.    KMPLOTMENT  OF  TOLVNTEERa 

Iv  pursuance  of  the  Proclamatkm  of  the  Presi- 
dent, of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1861,  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  assembled  on  the  fourth  of 
July.  On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
AflGurs,  agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  first  day 
ol  the  session,  introduced  into  the  Senate  the 
following  bills  and  joint  resolution : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  vol- 
anteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  protect- 
ing public  property ; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  ; 

A  bill  providing  for  the  bettor  organization  of 
the  military  establishment ; 

A  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  mili- 
tia force,  to  be  called  the  National  Guard  of  the 
United  States ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain 
acts  of  the  President  for  the  suppression  of  in- 
surrection and  rebellion. 

These  bills  and  this  joint  resolution  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
King  of  New- York,  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  Mr. 
Lane«  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Lane,  of  ELansas,  Mr.  Rice, 
of  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  Latham,  of  California. 
Mr.  Wilson  also  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efiBciency  of  the  army,  which  was  referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  to  a  special 
committee  of  nine,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Hale,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Howe. 

On  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers, 
witli  amendments.  The  original  bill  proposed 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the' 
services  of  volunteers  in  such  numbers  as  he 
might  deem  necessary,  and  that  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
carry  the  act  into  effect ;  that  each  regiment  of 
infantry  should  have  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant,  one  paymaster, 
OQe  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  and  one  assist- 
ant surgeon,  one  sergeant-major,  one  regimental 
SOvtermaster  sergeant,  one  regimental  commis- 


sary ser^nt,  one  hospital  steward,  two  princi- 
pal musicians,  and  twenty-four  musicians  for  a 
band ;  and  should  be  composed  of  ten  companies, 
each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant^  one  second  lieutenant,  one  first  ser- 
geant, four  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  musi- 
cians, one  wagoner,  and  from  sixty-four  to  eighty- 
two  privates ;  that  these  forces  should  be  organ- 
ized into  divisions  of  three  or  more  brigades  each ; 
and  each  division  should  have  a  major-general, 
each  brigade  should  be  composed  of'  four  or  more 
regiiuciits,  and  should  have  one  brigadier-general ; 
tliat  the  President  should  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point^ by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  forces  provided 
for,  a  number-  of  major^nerals,  not  exceeding 
six,  and  a  number  of  brigadier-generals,  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen ;  that  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  should,  in  all  re- 
spects, be  placed  on  the  footing,  as  to  pay  and 
allowances,  of  similar  corps  of  the  regular  army, 
and  their  allowances  for  clothing  be  three  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month ; 

That  volunteers  who  might  be  wounded  or 
otherwise  disabled  in  -the  service,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  or 
might  be  conferred  on  persons  disabled  in  the 
regular  service ;  and  the  legal  heirs  of  such  as 
died  or  might  be  killed  in  service,  in  addition  to 
all  arrears  of  pay  and  allowances,  should  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ; 

That  there  should  be  allowed  to  each  regiment, 
one  chaplain,  who  must  be  a  regular  ordained 
minister  of  a  Christian  denomination,  and  who 
should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  cap- 
tain of  cavalry ; 

That  the  general  commanding  a  separate  de- 
partment, or  a  detached  army,  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  military  board  or  commission  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  officers,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  examine  the  capacity,  quali- 
fications, propriety  of  conduct,  and  efficiency  of 
any  commissioned  officer  of  volunteers  within 
his  department  or  army ; 

That  whenever  a  regiment  of  volunteers  should 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  the  colonel,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, major,  adjutant,  and  quartermaster 
thereof,  should  each  have  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing any  letter  from  any  person  belonging,  in  any 
capacity,  to  such  regiment,  not  weighing  oTor 
two  ounoea. 
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On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con 
sideration  of  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment,  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  out  five  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  appropriating  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  was  agreed  to ;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  the  appropriation  was  stricken 
out  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota, 
the  ninth  section  was  so  amended  as  to  give 
chaplains  the  compensation  of  army  chaplains 
instead  of  captains  of  cavalry.  Mr.  Rice  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh  section,  al- 
lowing officers  of  volunteers  to  frank  soldiers' 
letters.  He  avowed  his  willingness  to  vote  an 
allowance  of  money  to  each  regiment  to  defray 
postage  expenses,  but  he  believed  the  authority 
to  frank  soldiers'  letters  would  lead  to  great 
abuses.  Mr.  Wilson  opposed  the  amendment 
He  had  franked  thousands  of  soldiers'  letters, 
and  had  done  so  fi*eely.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Ver- 
mont, did  not  think  it  would  add  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Post-Office  Department,  and  he  was  op 
posed  to  the  amendment  Mr.  Rice  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  said  he  knew  men 
to-day  sweating  under  the  epaulets  of  brigadiers 
and  major-generals  who  could  not  pa.ss  a  board 
of  any  intelligent  army  officers  in  the  world,  if 
they  were  applicants  for  the  position  of  first 
lieutenant,  and  he  moved  to  amend  the  fourth 
section  by  adding : 

That  the  President  might  select  the  major-gen- 
erals and  brigadier-generals  provided  for  in  the 
act,  from  the  line  or  staff  of  the  regular  army ; 
and  the  officers  so  selected,  should  be  permitted 
to  retain  their  rank  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  proposition  was  in  har- 
mony with  the  policy  he  had  advocated.  "  There 
are,"  he  said,  "  several  officers  in  the  army,  of 
great  distinction,  who  would  make  excellent  ma- 
jor and  brigadier-generals.  I  think,  and  have 
thought,  that  those  men  ought  to  be  selected  in 
preference  to  civilians,  however  eminent  they 
may  be  in  talent  or  character.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  amendment ;  and  I  think  that  if  it 
be  sustained,  it  will  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  some  major  and  bri- 
gadier-generals from  officers  in  the  regular  army, 
reserving  to  them  the  places  they  now  hold  in 
the  army  at  the  end  of  the  contest,  and  that  the 
country  will  be  benefited  by  such  a  selection." 

Mr.  Nesmith's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  giving  the  franking  privilege,  and 
insert  an  amendment  abolishing  the  franking 

grivilege  altogether ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 
[r.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  first  section  ^^  five  hundred  thousand 
men,"  and  insert  **  two  hundred  thousand  men." 
**  He  was,"  he  declared,  "  fearful  the  Union  would 
not  be  preserved  by  the  mode  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  and  suggested  in  the  message  of  the 
President"  He  would  vote  men  enough  to  pro- 
tect the  Capitol,  and  defend  the  States  fVom  in* 
▼asion,  and  he  believed  the  force  he  proposed 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.    Mr.  Foster,  of  Con- 


necticut thought  "  two  hundred  thousand  men 
too  many  to  make  peace,  afid  too  few  to  make 
war."  The  amendment  was  defeated  —  yeas, 
five;  nays,  thirty-two.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate. 

On  the  eleventh,  a  message  was  sent  to  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  requesting  the 
return  of  the  bill     The  House  having  returned 
it,  the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  reconsidered  the 
vote  on  its  passage.     Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  and  insert ;  "  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  serv- 
ices of  volunteers,  in  such  numbers,  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thousand,  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
suppressing  insurrection,  enforcing  the  laws,  and 
preserving  and  protecting  the  public  property. 
The  volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  under 
this  act  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  President ;  but 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  enlistments 
for  a  shorter  period  of  volunteers  already  mus- 
tered into  the  service.     Before  receiving  into 
service  any  number  of  volunteers  exceeding  those 
now  called  for  and  accepted,  the  President  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  issue  his  proclamation  stating 
the  number  desired,  either  as  cavalry,  infantry, 
or  artillery,  and  the  States  from  which  they  are 
to  be  furnished,  having  reference  in  any  such  re- 
quisition to  the  number  then  in  service  from  the 
several  States,  and  equalizing,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable,  the  number  furnished  by  the    several 
States  according  to   the    Federal   population." 
And  this  amendment  was  agreed  to.     Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  by 
adding  that  **  the  Governors  of  the  States  fur- 
nishing volunteers  under  this  act  shall  commission 
the  field,  staff,  and  company  officers  requisite 
for  the  said  volunteers ;  but  in  cases  where  the 
said  authorities  refuse  or  omit  to  f\;mish  volun- 
teers at  the  call  or  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  volunteers  from  such  States  of- 
fer their  services  under  such  call  or  proclamation, 
the  President  shall  ha^e  power  to  accept  such 
services,  and  to  commission  the  proper  field, 
staff,  and  company  officers ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.    Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  chaplains  were  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  chaplains  in  the  army,  instead 
of  the  compensation  of  captains  of  cavalry.     In 
support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Wilson  maintained 
that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  plighted  to  chap- 
lains who  came  out  with  the  regiments  mustered 
into  service.     Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Mr.  Browning  supported  the  motion, 
iuid  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Howe 
opposed  it;  but  the  amendment  was  reconsider- 
ed— ayes,  twenty-five;   noes,  eleven,  and  then 
rejected.     The  bill  was  then  passed — ^yeas,  thir- 
ty-five; nays,  four.     Breckenridge  and  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Johnson  and  Polk,  of  Missouri, 
voting  against  it 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Blair, 
of  Missouri,  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers,  it  bo- 
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iog^  with  some  slight  modifications,  the  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  ^imte  on  the  sixth  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son. On  the  thirteenth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  its  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out 
"three  years"  and  insert  "one  year,"  as  the 
term  of  serrice  of  the  volunteers.  He  thought 
that,  "  if^  at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  triumph  of 
the  Government  over  the  rebellion  was  a  doubt- 
ful question,  some  change  of  policy  might  be  re- 
quired of  the  Government"  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  rejected.  Mr. 
Blair  movled  to  strike  out  five  hundred  million 
dollars,  as  specific  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  array  had  already  passed  the  House. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  why  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  appropriation  from  four 
hundred  million  dollars,  recommended  by  the 
President,  to  five  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr. 
BUir  replied  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee "  to  strengthen  the  Government  in  pit- 
ting down  this  unrighteous  rebellion."  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, of  Kentucky,  desired  to  know  if  the  sums 
appropriated  were  necessary  to  maintain  the 
army  proposed  to  be  raised  for  a  year.  Mr.  Blair 
believed  it  would  not  Mr.  McClcmand,  of 
niinois  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the 
sum  one  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr.  McKnight, 
of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  from 
"five  hundred  thousand"  to  "four  hundred 
thousand."  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McKnight  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McClernand.  Mr. 
Diven,  of  New-York,  declared  his  readiness  to 
vote  a  million  of  men  if  half  a  million  were  not 
sufficient  Mr.  McClernand  was  willing  to  give 
tite  amount  of  men  and  money  required  by  the 
Executive  respoi^sible  for  the  use  of  men  and 
money.  Mr.  Moorhead,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
opposed  to  the  proposition ;  he  was  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  five  hundred  millions  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  declared  that 
Kentucky  would  give  men  and  money  to  defend 
the  Constitution,  but  he  would  **  not  vote  one 
dollar  for  subjugation."  Mr.  Hickman  of  Penn- 
sylvania, said  there  could  be  "  no  loyalty  with- 
out submission,  and  these  men  were  to  be  taught 
by  a  strong  hand  that  they  are  to  pay  the  same 
regard  to  &e  Constitution  and  the  laws  as  com- 
moner people  are  forced  to  render  to  them. 
These  men  believe  that  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
cline themselves  out  of  the  pale  of  legitimate 
government  whenever  it  shall  suit  their  interests 
to  do  so,  or  whenever  it  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  the  lead  of  their  passions  to  do  so.  We,' 
the  people  of  the  North,  of  the  loyal  States,  and 
all  who  act  with  the  North,  intend  to  educate 
these  men  in  a  different  doctrine ;  and  if  we 
shall  eventually  be  forced  to  bring  them  into 
Ribjection — abject  subjection  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — it  will  be  their  fault  and 
not  ours."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  would 
give  the  Executive  all  the  power— even  a  super- 
abundant power — ^in  this  great  crisis  of  the  na- 


tion's fate.  "  He  would  darken  the  ocean  with 
our  fleets,  and  cover  the  land  with  our  armies." 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  would  vote  for  Mr.  McCler* 
nand's  amendment ;  he  would  vote  what  was  re- 
quired "  to  enable  the  Executive  to  sustain  the 
Government — not  to  subjugate  the  South."  Mr. 
Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  declared  the  objject  of  the 
war  to  be  the  subjugation  of  the  Southern  States. 
Kentucky  had  refused  to  give  men  when  called 
for,,  to  protect  the  Capito^  and  the  L^islature 
had  nearly  unanimously  indorsed  the  action  of 
the  Governor.  Mr.  McKnight's  motion  to  amend 
Mr.  McClernand's  amendment  was  rejected ;  and 
Mr.  McClernand*s  amendment  was  lost— -only 
forty-seven  voting  for  it  The  clause  appropriat- 
ing five  hundred  millions,  dollars  was  stricken  out 
of  the  bill  Mr.  Yallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add  a  proviso :  "  That  before  the  President 
shall  have  the  right  to  call  out  any  more  volun- 
teers than  are  already  in  the  service,  he  shall  ap- 
point seven  commissioners,  whose  mission  shall 
be  to  accompany  the  army  on  its  march,  to  re- 
ceive and  consider  such  propositions,  if  any,  aa 
may  at  any  time  be  submitted  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  so-called  confederate  States,  or  of  any 
one  of  them,  looking  to  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
tiesi  and  the  return  of  said  States,  or  any  one 
of  them,  to  the  Union,  and  to  obedience  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  authority."  He  de- 
clared that  he  ofibred  the  proposition  in  good 
faith ;  he  would  "  suspend  hostilities  for  present 
negotiation  to  try  the  temper  of  the  South." 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  emphatically  de- 
clared that  the  proposition  held  "  out  to  rebel- 
lious men  a  reward  for  their  treason."  Mr.  H utch- 
ins,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  so 
that  those  commissioners  should  "  see  that  the 
war  is  vigorously  prosecuted  to  the  effectual 
putting  down  of  this  rebellion."  Mr.  Yallandig- 
ham declared  he  had  moved  his  amendment  "  to 
be  read  hereafter,  and  to  be  read  and  pondered 
by  the  people."  Mr.  Hutchins's  amendment  was 
lost ;  forty-four  members  only  voting  for  it,  and 
Mr.  Vallandigham's  amendment  was  then  re- 
jected, only  twenty-one  members  voting  for  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  give  the  President  authority 
to  raise  troops  and  appoint  officers  for  them 
whenever  the  State  authorities  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  do  so.  Mr.  Diven,  of  New- York, 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  major-generals  to  be  selected  from 
persons  educated  at  West-Point,  or  from  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  regular  army  not  less 
than  five  years.  Mr.  Shillabarger,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  "  or  who  shall  have,  by  actual  service  in 
war,  shown  efficiency  and  capacity  for  such  com- 
mand." The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  then  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Diven 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  McClernand  moved  that  the  commander 
of  a  brigade  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  chaplain  for  his  brigade  when  no 
r^ment  in  the  brigade  shall  have  such  chaplain, 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Yallan 
digham  proposed  to  strike  oat  "OhrisUaa  de 
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nomination,"  and  insert  "  religious  society,"  but 
the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  eleventh  section  giving  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels,  majors,  adjutants,  and  quartermasters 
of  volunteer  regiments  authority  to  frank  sol- 
diers* letters,  and  insert:  "That  all  letters 
written  by  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  may  be  transmitted  through  the 
mails  without  the  prepayment  of  postage,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Post-OflBce  Department 
may  prescribe ;  the  postage  thereon  to  be  paid 
by  the  recipient"  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  of  New-York, 
moved  as  a  substitute :  "  That  the  colonel  of  eve- 
ry regiment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  shall  appoint  the  chaplain 
of  his  regiment,  and  in  case  there  be  no  chaplain, 
then  any  person  he  may  deem  competent,  to  act 
as  postmaster  for  the  regiment,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  without  receiving,  or  being  entitled  to 
any  compensation  therefor,  to  frank  with  his 
name  all  letters  and  papers  not  weighing  over 
one  ounce  for  all  officers,  musicians,  or  privates 
in  said  service.  All  letters  and  papers  so  franked 
shfdl  be  carried  free  of  postage :  That  any  letter 
or  paper  directed  to  any  officer,  musician,  or 
private  in  said  service,  addressed  to  the  regiment 
to  which  such  person  belongs,  shall  be  carried 
free  of  postage  in  all  mails  or  boxes  put  up  to 
receive  letters  and  papers  to  be  carried  to  the 
post-offices  or  mails  of  the  United  States :  That 
all  letters  and  papers  directed  to  any  officer,  mu- 
sician, marine,  or  sailor,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  station  or  ship 
where  he  may  be  serving,  shall  be  carried  free  of 
postage  in  all  the  mails  and  boxes  put  up  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  letters  and  papers  to  be 
carried  to  .the  post-offices  and  mails  of  the 
United  States :  That  the  appointment  referred  to 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall,  by  said  post- 
master, be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Postmaster- 
Gkneral. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
then  Mr.  Colfax's  amendment  was  adopted 

Mr.  Burnett  offered  as  a  proviso  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill :  **  That  the  military  force 
hereby  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed in  subjugating  and  holding  as  a  conquer- 
ed province  any  sovereign  State  now  or  lately 
one  of  the  United  States." 

The  atnendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Burnett 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  to  whom  the  House  had 
referred  the  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  reported  with  an  amendment 
as  a  substitute — the  amendment  being  substan- 
tially the  House  bill.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagrsed  to  the 
amendment  of  the.  House.  The  House  insisted 
on  its  amendment — asked  for  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin, 


of  N^  York,  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  appointed  managers.  *The  Senate  insisted 
on  its  disagreement,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  managers.  On  Che 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  reported  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  its  amendment  to  the 
bill,  except  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections, 
and  agree  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  with  the 
following  amendments :  "  Strike  out  the  pre- 
amble, and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  as  follows: 
^Whereas  certain  of  the  arsenals,  custom-houses, 
navy-yards,  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States  have  been  seized,  and  other  violations  of 
law  have  been  committed  and  are  threatened  by 
organized  bodies  of  men  in  several  of  the  States, 
and  a  conspiracy  has  been  entered  into  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore  ;*  and  in  line  nine,  of  section  one,  after 
the  word  *  property,'  strike  out  as  follows, 
*The  volunteers  mustered  into  service  under 
this  act  shall  serve  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  President;  but  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  affect  enlistments  for  a  shorter 
period  of  volunteers  already  mustered  into  ser- 
vice ;*  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert :  *  Provided^ 
That  the  services  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  for 
such  time  as  the  President  may  direct,  not 
exceeding  three  years  nor  less  than  six  months, 
and  they  shall  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the 
war;  and  all  provisions  of  law  applicable  to 
three  years  volunteers  shall  apply  to  two  years 
volunteers,  and  to  all  volunteers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  accepted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  period  not  less  than  six 
months,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  volun- 
teers were  specially  named.*  " 

"  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  agree  thereto." 

The  report  was  concurred  in.    , 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
Conference  Committee  made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixth 
July  passed  on  the  eighteenth,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861. 

No.  II.— 7%tf  Bill  to  increase  the  Military  E^ 
taiblishment  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice 
given  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  regular  army.  The  bill 
provided,  that  there  be  added  to  the  regular 
army  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  artillery  ;  each  re- 
giment of  infantry  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  three  battalions ;  each  bat- 
talion to  consist  of  eight  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one 
second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant,  four  ser- 
geants, eight  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  as 
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many  privates,  not  exceeding  eighty-two,  rfs  the 
President  may  direct  The  regiment  of  cavalry 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  three  battalions,  of 
not  more  than  two  squadrons  each,  and  each 
squadron  of  two  companies,  of  seventy-two  pri- 
vates each.  The  regiment  of  artillery  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  twelve  batteries ;  each  battery 
to  have  as  many  privates  as  the  President  might 
direct^  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two. 

That  the  field  and  staff  commissioned  ofScors 
should  be  to  each  regiment  of  infantry,  one  col- 
onel, one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  regimental  ad- 
jutant, one  regimental  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, and  to  each  battalion  of  infantry,  one 
major,  one  battalion  adjutant,  one  battalion  quar- 
termaster and  commissary ;  the  regimental  and 
battalion  adjutants,  and  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries, to  be  taken  from  the  lieutenants  of  the 
regiments  and  battalions  respectively.  To  the 
regiment  of  cavalry,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  regimental  adjutant,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  to  each  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  one  major,  one  battalion  ad- 
jutant, one  battalfon  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. To  the  regiment  of  artillery,  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major  to  every  four 
batteries,  one  adjutant,  one  regimental  quarter- 
roaster  and  commissary,  to  be  taken  from  the 
lieutenants  of  the  regiment 

That  there  be  four  major-generals,  with  three 
aids-de-camp  each,  to  be  taken  from  captains  or 
lieutenants  of  the  army,  and  six  brigadier-gen- 
erals, with  two  aids-de-camp  each,  to  be  taken 
>  from  the  lieutenants  of  the  army. 

That  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  to  re- 
ceive the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances, 
and  be  on  the  same  footing,  in  every  respect, 
with  those  of  corresponding  grades  and  corps 
now  in  the  regular  service. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  to  add  to  the 
regiments  of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  caval- 
ry, artillery,  and  infantry  of  the  regular  army, 
as  many  officers  and  enlisted  men  as  might  make 
their  respective  organizations  the  same  as  those 
of  the  additional  regiments,  and  that  the  com- 
missions of  the  officers  of  the  old  regiments  who 
might  be  promoted  should  bear  equal  date  with 
those  of  officers  promoted  to  the  additional  re- 
giments. 

That  the  term  of  enlistments  made  and  to  be 
made  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  the 
r^ular  army,  be  for  the  period  of  three  years, 
and  those  to  be  made  after  January  one,  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-three,  to  be  for  the  term 
of  five  years. 

On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiiirs,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  striking  out  the  provision  giving 
authority  to  the  President  to  add  to  the  old  re- 
giments as  many  officers  and  men  as  might  make 
thdr  organizations  equal  to  the  additional  regi- 
ments authorized  by  the  act 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the 
thirteenth,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 


bill,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  adopt^.  Mr.  King,  of  New- 
York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding,  that 
the  increase  of  the  force  authorized  by  the  act 
was  declared  to  be  for  service  during  the  insur- 
rection, and  six  months  after  organized  resist- 
ance should  exist,  .the  military  establishment 
should  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay,  authorized  by  law,  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1861,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  King  then  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding, 
that  the  President  should  cause  regiments,  bat- 
talions, and  companies  to  be  disbanded,  and  offi- 
cers to  be  discharged,  so  as  to  reduce  the  army 
as  provided  for  in  the  amendment  Mr.  Harris, 
of  New- York,  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Senate  should  strike  what  seemed  to  him  so  fatal 
a  blow  to  this  measure  of  the  administration. 
He  thought  officers  of  the  old  regiments  would 
not  take  commissions  in  the  new  regiments,  with 
the  understanding  that  they* were  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  that  no  person  should  bo 
commissioned  as  major  or  brigadier-general  in 
the  regular  army  who  should  not  have  previously 
served  for  the  period  of  ten  years  in  the  regular 
or  volunteer  army  of  the  Unitdd  States ;  and  no 
person  should  be  commissioned  as  colonel,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel or  major  in  the  regular  army,  who 
should  not  have  previously  served  at  least  two 
years  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  reject  this  amendment  Mr.  Nesmith 
said,  the  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  exclude 
persons  from  civil  life  who  have  never  had  any 
military  experience.  "  Ten  years,"  ho  said, 
^*  was  the  shortest  period  in  which  any  man  can 
acquire  the  information  necessary  to  qualify  him 
to  command  in  the  army  as  brigadier  or  majox^ 
general"  This  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Nesmith  then  moved,  that,  whenever  the  publio 
service  might  require  the  appointment  of  any  cit- 
izen to  the  regular  army,  a  board  of  officers  should 
be  instituted,  before  which  the  applicant  should 
appear  for  examination  into  his  physical  ability, 
moral  character,  attainments,  and  general  fitness 
for  the  service.  Mr.  Nesmith  thought  that  mili- 
tary knowledge  was  not  attained  by  inspiration. 
Men  must  get  it  through  study,  experience,  and 
service,  in  the  field.  "  The  regulations,"  he  said, 
"  contained  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
Every  thing  has  to  be  examined  and  present 
some  qualifications  for  its  position  in  the  army, 
except  the  general  officers  who  are  to  lead  the 
army."  Mr.  Wilson  said:  "There  were  to  be 
eight  ^hundred  and  fifty  officers  in  these  regi- 
ments. It  was  arranged  that  one  half  of  the  of- 
ficers should  be  taken  from  the  Old  regiments. 
Nine  of  the  eleven  colonels  had  been  taken  from 
the  army,  one  of  the  others  had  served  in  the 
field,  and  the  other  was  adjutant-general  of 
Ohio.  One  half  of  the  captains  and  fiist  lieute- 
nants were  to  be  taken  from  the  old  army,  and 
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the  second  lieutenants  were  to  be  promoted  from 
the  ranks.  Thousands  of  the  young  men  of  the 
countr)'  from  law-schools  and  collies  were  ap- 
plying for  commissions,  and  the  Government 
could  select  young  men  of  talent  and  character. 
There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country  when  men  of  talont,  men  of  culture, 
men  of  experience,  men  of  fortune,  men  who 
have  mastered  all  that  could  be  mastered  in  the 
colleges  and  institutions  of  learning  of  the  coun- 
try, are  seeking,  as  they  are  now  seeking,  ad- 
mission into  the  army.  Mr.  Nesmith  desired  to 
know  why  the  regulation  requiring  a  person 
from  civil  life  to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  offi- 
cers had  not  been  complied  with.  Mr.  Wilson 
iseplied,  that  "  the  object  was  to  get  a  military 
force  into  the  field  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
the  Government  was,  of  course,  compelled,  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  by  the  condition  of 
the  country,  to  do  in  this  case,  what  it  was  com- 
pelled to  do  in  some  other  cases— disregard 
forms  and  regulations."  Mr.  Wilson  said,  that, 
in  lieu  of  the  regulations,  the  colonels  who  were 
mostly  army  officers,  had  been  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  cases  of  line  officers  when  they  report 
fbr  duty,  and  if  they  were  disqualified,  to  report 
them  to  the  department,  and  their  commissions 
would  be  withheld.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California, 
thought  a  degree  of  partiality  was  shown  in  the 
appointments  that  was  creating  discontent  in 
army.  Mr.  Wilson  was  aware  that  some  dissatis- 
faction had  been  created  by  departing  fi-om  the 
rule  of  seniority  in  the  appointments.  The  de- 
sire had  been  to  take  officers  who  were  fitted  for 
responsible  positions  to  make  the  army  most  ef- 
fective. **  This  army  of  ours,"  he  said,  "  is  para- 
lyzed toward  the  head.  Your  ablest  officers  are 
young  captains  and  lieutenants ;  and  if  I  wished 
to-day  to  organize  a  heavy  military  force,  such 
as  we  are  calling  into  the  neld,  I  would  abolish 
the  army  as  the  first  act,  and  I  then  would  take 
officers  from  the  army,  and  place  them  where 
their  talents  fit  them  to  go,  without  reference  to 
the  rank  they  occupied  in  the  old  regiments. 
There  are  men  who  are  field-officers,  that  ought 
to  be  second  lieutenants ;  and  there  are  second 
lieutenants  who  would  make  generals.  That  is 
the  condition  of  our  army  to-day ;  and  the  nearer 
you  come  toward  the  head,  until  you  reach  per- 
haps the  distinguished  commander  of  the  army, 
the  less  ability  you  have."  Mr.  Nesmith^s  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  strike  out  "three 
years,"  and  insert  "five  years,"  for  enlistments 
m  1861  and  1862.  He  moved  the  amendment, 
he  said,  to  secure  uniformity  in  enlistments.  He 
thought,  if  there  had  been  a  loyal  army,  these 
difficulties  would  never  have  occurred.  "No 
man  here,"  he  declared,  "  will  live  to  ^fee  a 
smaller  standing  army  than  the  army  we  have 
to-day,  with  tfie  increase  for  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides." Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  "  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  would  not  persist  in  his  amendment 
Men  prefer  a  three  years*  to  a  five  years'  service. 
The  aigument  in  favor  of  the  three  years'  enlist- 
ment is  this,  that  by  it  you  can  fill  up  the  regi- 


ments in  time  for  service  in  the  present  war; 
without  it,  you  cannot ;  if  it  is  insisted  upon, 
the  army  cannot  be  enlisted."  The  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding:  "In  selecting  and  appointing 
officers  from  the  army  into  regiments  hereby 
created,  the  relative  rank  by  them  held  in  the 
army  shall  be  preserved."  Mr.  Fessenden,  of . 
Maine,  thought  this  amendment  would  not  effect 
the  object  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  said,  "  Confu- 
sion would  ensue  in  the  new  regiments  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,"  and  it  was  with- 
•drawn.  Mr.  Doolittle  thought  some  provision 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  to  secure  officers 
going  into  the  new  regiments,  their  rights  as  of- 
ficers of  the  army.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  there  could 
be  no  such  provision,  for,  when  officers  leave  the 
old  regiments  and  go  into  the  new,  their  places 
are  immediately  supplied  by  new  nominations. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Nesmith  that  we  should 
never  live  to  see  the  army  brought  back  where  it 
then  was.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  Congress 
that  would  be  there  at  the  end  of  the  contest 
The  bill  with  the  amendments  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  King's  amendment  providing  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army  six  months  after  the  rebellion 
should  cease,  by  inserting,  "  one  year,"  instead 
of  "  six  months."  Mr.  King  expressed  his  will- 
ingness to  accept  the  amendment  Mr.  McDou- 
I  gall,  of  California,  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  King.  He  believed  it 
would  be  economy  to  increase  permanently  the 
army.  He  believed  it  desirable  for  the  morale 
of  the  force  to  be  added.  We  should  have  better 
officers ;  men  who  propose  to  devote  themselves 
for  their  lives  to  the  profession  of  arms.  Mr. 
Foster,  of  Connecticut^  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
King's  amendment  "  It  is  assuming  what  we 
have  not  the  foresight  to  determine.  Let  to- 
morrow take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  be  wise  to- 
day, and  not  attempt  to  be  wise  for  to-morrow ; 
for  to-morrow  may  bring  exigencies,  and  must 
bring  exigencies,  about  which  we  know  nothing 
to-day."  Mr.  Rice  believed,  "  as  a  measure  of 
economy,  the  army  should  be  increased." 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Fessenden's  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  King's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
'  The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  King's  amend- 
I  ment  as  amended,  Mr.  Wilson  said,  he  was  op- 
'  posed  to  the  amendment,  but  upon  its  being 
I  pressed  by  Mr.  King,  wishing  to  obtain  a  united 
I  vote,  he  had  said  he  would  not  resist  it ;  but 
upon  further  reflection  he  must  change  the  as- 
surance then  given,  and  oppose  it    "  Congress," 
,  he  declared,  "  would  be  as  wise  one  year  after 
j  we  have  put  down  the  rebellion  as  they  were  to- 
da}'."     Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  said  the  mea- 
j  sure  of  increasing  the  army  had  been  entered 
I  upon  as  an  administration  measure.     The  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment   would   be   "  virtually, 
practically,  indirectly  to  defeat  this  measure  of 
the  administration,  for,  I  maintain,  that,  if  this 
amendment  be  adopted,  wo  convert  these  rogi* 
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ments  into  volunteer  forces."   Mr.  Hale,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  had  always  been  **  opposed  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  army  and  in  favor  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  it,**  but  he  thought,  '*  it  would  be  most 
anwise  to  engraft  such  an  amendment  as  this  on 
the  bill  at  this  time.*'    Mr.  Grimes  did  not  be- 
lieve we  required  a  large  standing  army.    *^  I  be- 
lieve,*' he  said,  **  with  my  ancestors,  that  stand- 
ing armies  are  hostile  in  their  tendency  and  ef- 
fect on  republican  governments  ;  that  they  are 
provocative  of  wars;  and  I  am  not  willing  to 
say  to  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  country 
that  they  are  hereafter  to  support  a  larger  stand- 
ing army  than  that  which  is  now  authorized  by 
law.    It  is  not  for  us  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  the 
people  at  home  whom  we  represent,  by  telling 
them  that  hereafter,  if  they  support  this  war, 
and  support  the  administration,  they  are  to  have 
&stened  upon  them  a  large  standing  army  of 
forty-three  thousand  men."      Mr.  Wilson  said : 
**Tbe  country  understands  its  own  interests,  and 
when  this  contest  is  closed,  the  public  burdens 
will  be  such,  the  taxation  will  be  such,  that  the 
people  vrill  seek  all  proper  ways  to  reduce  their 
expenditures  ;  and  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  army 
more  than  they  want,  they  will  strike  that  man's 
name  from  the  rolls.     Believing  that  the  people 
then  will  know  what  they  want,  what  their  own 
interests  require,  and  that  they  will  be  just  as 
competent  to  decide  this  question  as  we  are  to- 
'  day,  I  choose  to  leave  the  question  with  them." 
Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
King's  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
*'  siuU  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
tod  pay  authorized  by  law  on  the  first  of  May, 
1861,"  and  insert,  **  may  be  reduced  in  such  man- 
ner as  Congress  may  direct*'  Mr.  Howe  believed 
the  country  required  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army  to  protect  the  additional  miles  of  frontier, 
the  new  routes  of  communication,  and  the  rela- 
tTons  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  borders. 
Ul  Howe's  amendment  to  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment was  agpreed  to.     The  question  re(;iirring  on 
Mr.  King's  amendment  as  amended,  it  was  re- 
jected.     Mr.   King  remarked  that  his  second 
amendment  was  only  a  part  of  the  first,  and 
with  the  failure  of  the  first,  it,  of  course,  falls, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  increasing  the 
standing  army.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  rejecting  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ments, as  he  wanted  to  record  his  name  against 
the  permanent  increase  of  the  standing  army. 
Mr.  King  hoped  they  would  be  unanimously  re- 
coDsidemi,  and  they  were  so  reconsidered.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendments  as  amend- 
ed, Mr.  Grimes  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered.  The  question,  being 
tfcken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted-^yeas,  twenty- 
three  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  King  suggested  that 
the  second  amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted, 
ind  it  was  rejected.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
thai  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth 9f  July,  Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Mili- 


tary Committee  a  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration.    This 
bill  was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  to  increase 
the  military  establishment,   introduced  on  the 
sixth  of  July,  bv  Mr.  Wilson,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  fifteenth.     It  converted  the 
eleven  regiments  into  a  volunteer  force.     It  pro- 
vided that  the  enlistments  for  these  regiments 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed fVom  civil  life,  and  that  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  the  army  should  be  detailed  for 
service  in  the  volunteer  regiments  in  the  field. 
Mr.  Blair  stated  that  the  Military  Committee  of 
the  House  unanimously  dissented  from  the  re^ 
commendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;   they 
did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  occasion  to 
increase  the  military  establishment ;  but  as  some- 
thing had  been  done  to  organize  the  new  regi- 
ments, the  Committee  had  stripped  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  feature  which  alone  made  it  repug- 
nant to  a  free  people — that  of  establishing  a 
large  standing  army.    Mr.  Burnett  of  Kentucky, 
declared    that  ."the    President    has    exercised 
powers  that  would  have  deprived  any  despot  in 
Europe  of  his  crown,  if  he  had  dared  to  do  it" 
As  one  of  the  representatives  of  Kentucky,  he 
protested  against  that  State  being  called  upon  to 
furnish  one  man  or  one  dollar  of  money  to  carry 
on  the  war.     Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  Mr.  Burnett,  and  especially  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham,  misapprehended  the  spirit  of  the  country. 
**  There  never  was  a  day  or  hour  when  the  peo- 
ple intended  to  submit  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Union.     Their  moderation  and  forbearance  be- 
came the  great  occasion ;  and  in  it  I  see  the  evi- 
dence of  an  unwavering  purpose,  the  anchor  of 
enduring  hope.     If  in  this  emergency  the  ad- 
ministration had  hesitated,  the  storm  of  indigna- 
tion, irresistible  as  the  sand-storm  on  the  Lybian 
desert,  would  have  swept  it  away.     If  question- 
able powers  have  been  assumed,  it  was  at  the 
demand  of  public  opinion.     The  overwhelming 
necessity,  the  safety  of  the  capital,  the  safety  of 
the  public  honor,  the  safety  of  the  Union,  and 
more  than  all,  the  safety  of  the  public  liberty, 
may  be  urged  at  least  in  extenuation.    For  it  is 
an  ancient  maxim,  older  than  the  Constitution, 
that  Hhe  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law.' "     Several  slight  amendments  were  agreed 
to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed 
without  a  decision.      On  the  eighteenth,   Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  re- 
ported the  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  regular 
army,  with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute — the 
amendment  being  the  House  bill  converting  the 
regiments  from  regulars  into  volunteers.     The 
substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  twenty -second,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendment 
Mr.  Wilson  declared  that  the  amendment  effect- 
ually destroyed  the  measure,  and  if  it  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Senate,  the  bill  had  better  be  at 
once  abandoned.  Mr.  King  supported  the  House 
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amendment  Mr.  McDougall  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  deeming  it 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  but  he 
was  less  satisfied  with  the  amendment  of  the 
House.  The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the 
House  amendment 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-third,  insisted  on 
its  amendment,  asked  a  confbrenoe,  and  appoint- 
•  ed  Mr  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
and  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  managers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its  dis- 
agreement, agreed  to  the  conference  asked  for  by 
the  House,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rice, 
and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  managers.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Blair  made  the 
following  report :  "  The  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  Houses  as  follows  : 

"That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
from  its  amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate, 
except  section  eight,  and  agree  thereto  with  the 
following  amendments: 

"  Strike  out  as  follows,  '  in  such  manner  and  to 
such  extent  as  Congress  may  direct ;'  and  insert, 
*to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Con- 
gress.' 

"And  also  *  Provided,  That  all  the  officers  of 
the  regular  army  who  have  been  or  may  be  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  in  any 
other  regiment  or  corps,  shall  resume  theii;  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and  emoluments,  as 
if  they  had  continued  to  serve  in  their  own  regi- 
ments or  corps.' 

"  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eighth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  Blair  said  the  Conference  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  felt  constrained  under  pre- 
sent circumstances  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House,  and  to  allow  the  Senate  bill 
to  pass,  with  an  amendment,  however,  providing 
that  the  military  establishment  should  be  re- 
duced at  the  end  of  the  war  to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  thousand  men  ;  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army  who  had  been  or 
might  be  attached  or  assigned  to  duty  for  serv- 
ice in  any  other  regiment  or  corps,  should  resume 
their  positions  in  the  regular  army,  and  should 
be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and 
emoluments,  as  if  they  had  continued  to  serve 
in  their  own  regiments  or  corps ;  and  that  the  re- 
cruiting of  these  eleven  new  regiments  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
new  regiments  from  civil  life ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
should  not  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  should 
be  employed  actively  in  the  field.  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  proposes 
to  agree  to  the  Senate  bill  increasing  the  stand- 
ing army,  as  against  the  proposition  to  increase 


House.  Mr.  Blair  replied,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  were  exceedingly  reluctant 
to  yield  their  amendmeiYt,  and  nothing  but  what 
they  deemed  a  pressing  emergency  would  have 
induced  them  to  yield  their  objections  to  the 
Senate  bill  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  was  agreed  to  —  ayes,  eighty-one, 
noes,  twenty-two.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  which  was  concurred  in 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861. 

No.  III. — The  Bill  providing  for  the  better  Or- 
ffanization  of  the  Military  Establishments 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  agreeablpr  to  notice  given 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment The  bill  contained  eighteen  sections, 
and  provided : 

For  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  secretary 
of  war ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  adjutant-generaVs  de- 
partment, and  the  promotion  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general. 

For  an  increase  of  the  quaVtermaster-generafs 
department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  ordnance  department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
the  promotion  of  the  chief  to  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier-general ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  army ;  * 

For  the  addition  to  the  medical  staff  of  a  corps 
of  medical  cadets ; 

For  the  employment  of  female  nurses  in  the 
permanent  hospitals ; 

For  the  appointment  of  one  chaplain  to  each 
regiment ; 

For  increasing  the  number  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy,  and  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebel- 
lion ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  allowing  three  months* 
extra  pay  for  reenlistments,  and  the  premium 
for  accepted  recruits ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  discharge  minors ; 

For  the  change  of  the  army  ration  whenever 
circumstances  might  render  it  advisable  by  sub- 
stituting fresh  meats,  potatoes,  or  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  vegetables ; 

For  allowing  in  the  hospitals,  such  quantities 
of  fresh  or  preserved  fruits,  milk,  butter,  and 
eggs  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  proper  diet 
ofthe  sick ; 

On  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  ^^ffairs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  proceeded  to  its  con- 
sideration, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  struck 
out  the  provision  giving  the  Adjutant-Genend 
the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general.     The  Commit- 
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providing  Uiat  the  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  —  whom  the  law  re- 
quired to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers— should  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
scientific  attainments.  Mr.  Hale  of  New-Hamp- 
shire moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  United  States  Military  Academy*' — ^yeas, 
fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  strike  out  the  entire  amendment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Wilson  to  move  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Academy  should  be  an  officer  of  the  engineer, 
topographical  engineer,  ordnance  or  artillery 
oorps.  This  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
igreed  to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
adopted. 

The  Military  Committee  reported  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  seventeenth  section,  au- 
tijorizing  the  Commissary-General  to  vary  the 
subsistence  of  the  army  by  substituting  fresh 
meats  for  salt  meat,  and  potatoes,  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  v^etables  for  other  portions  of  the  ra- 
tioQ  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  "  That  the  army 
ration  shall  be  increased  as  follows,  namely :  twen- 
ty-two ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  or  one  pound  of 
bard  bread,  instead  of  the  present  issue;  fresh 
beef  shall  be  issued  as  often  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  detachment  or  regiment  shall  re- 
quire it,  when  practicable,  in  phice  of  salt  meat ; 
beans  and  rice  shall  be  issued  in  the  same  ra- 
tion in  the  proportions  now  provided  by  the  re- 
gulation; and  one  pound  of  potatoes  per  man 
shall  be  issued  at  least  three  times  a  week,  if 
practicable;  and  when  these  articles  cannot  be 
issued  in  these  proportions,  an  equivalent  in 
value  shall  be  issued  uk  some  other  proper  food, 
and  a  ration  of  tea  may  be  substituted  for  a  ra- 
tbn  of  coffee*  upon  the  requisition  of  the  proper 
officer.*^  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  an  amendment  consisting  of  five 
sections,  repealing  the  law  allowing  double  ra- 
tions to  department  conunanders;  providing 
that  brevet  rank  should  not  increase  pay  ;  that 
officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  commute  it, 
but  should  draw  in  kind;  that  officers,  when 
absent  from  duty  six  months,  should  not  re- 
cdve  the  allowances  authorized  by  existing  law ; 
that  sutlers  might  be  appointed  not  exceeding 
one  to  each  military  post  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the  section  author- 
izing the  increase  in  the  Ordnance  Department  was 
stridden  out*  Mr.  Harris,  of  New- York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding :  "  That  any  cadet  who 
shall  hereafter  be  reported  deficient,  either  in  con- 
duct or  studies,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Acad- 
«my,  and  shall  not  be  returned  or  reappointed  ex- 
cept upon  the  recommendation  of  the  academic 
bird  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  so  that  such  cadet  could  not  be  appointed 
to  1  place  in  the  army.  Mr.  Fessenden  suggested  a 
modification  of  the  amendment  so  that  it  would 
read,  "or  appointed  to  anyplace  in  the  army 
before  his  class  shall  haye  left  the  Academy  and 
received  their  commissions,'*  and  Mr.  Hale  ac- 


cepted the  modification,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harris  was  agreed  to; 
Mr.  Harris's  amendment  was  then  adopted.  Mr. 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  sec- 
tion relating  to  the  Academy.  He  declared  he 
was  "  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the  number  of 
cadets.  I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  the 
country  has  been  such  as  should  lead  us  to  be 
in  any  great  hurry  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  or  to  add  to  the  patronage  of  the  Military 
Academy.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there 
is  something  wrong  about  this  whole  institution. 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  history  of  the  world 
you  can  find  as  many  men  who  have  proved 
themselves  utterly  faithless  to  their  oaths,  un- 
grateful to  the  Government  that  has  supported 
them,  guilty  of  treason  and  a  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  overthrow  that  Government  which  has 
educated  them  and  given  them  its  support,  as 
have  emanated  from  this  institution."  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  eleventh  section  relating 
to  the  West-Point  Academy,  was  stricken  out 
with  the  view  of  perfecting  the  matter  in  a  new 
bill 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  a  new  bill  of  twenty  sec- 
tions. In  explanation  of  its  provisions,  Mr. 
Wilson  said:  "I  have  labored  night  and  day, 
for  many  days  and  nights,  to  fit  and  prepare 
this  bill  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  country : 
and  in  doing  so,  I  confess  that  in  every  step  of 
it,  I  have  had  to  meet  the  interests,  the  jealous- 
ies, or  the  prejudices  of  men  connected  with  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  But  in  framing 
this  bill,  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed 
wholly  by  the  public  interest,  and  not  by  the 
wants  or  wishes  of  any  particular  men  in  the 
army  or  in  the  departments : 

The  first  section  provides  for  an  Assistant-Se- 
cretary of  War,  with  a  compensation  of  tiiree 
thousand  dollars  per  year ; 

The  second  section  makes  an  addition  to  the 
quartermaster's  department ; 

The  third  section  provides  that  there  shall  be 
added  to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  to-  , 
pographical  engineers  and  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, three  first,  and  three  second  lieutenants ; 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  raising  three 
companies,  to  be  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  to  bo  sappers,  miners,  and  pon- 
toneers ; 

The  sixth  section  authorizes  an  addition  to 
the  medical  department  of  the  army,  of  ten 
surgeons,  and  twenty  assistant  surgeons ; 

The  seventh  section  proposes  to  add  to  the 
medical  corps,  fifty  young  men — medical  stu- 
dents— ^to  be  called  dressers ; 

The  eighth  section  provides  that,  in  permanent 
hospitals,  female  nurses  may  be  substituted  for 
soldiers,  under  the  guide  and  direction  of  tho 
surgeons  of  those  hospitals ; 

The  ninth  section  provides  that  one  chaplain 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  be  selected 
and  appointed  by  the  President;  but  he  must 
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be  an  ordained  minister  of  some  Christian  de- 
nomination; leaving  the  pay  precisely  as  it  is 
now; 

The  tenth  section  authorizes  the  President  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Military  Academy  on 
the  recommendation  of  Senators ; 

The  eleventh  section  abolishes  three  months' 
pay  for  reenlistments ; 

The  twelfth  section  provides  that  two  dollars 
a  month  shall  be  retained,  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar, from  the  soldier's  pay ;  the  object  to  make 
every  soldier  feel  that  he  has  got  so  much  re- 
served interest ; 

The  thirteenth  section  repeals  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  September  twenty-eighth, 
1850,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
discharge  from  the  service  all  minors ; 

The  next  section  provides  that  in  all  cases  of 
enlistment  or  reenlistment,  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance may  be  administered  by  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  army ; 

The  fifteenth  section  provides  that  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  and  caval- 
ry, shall  all  be  consolidated  and  be  one  arm ; 

The  sixteenth  section  provides  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  army  ration,  mcreasing  it  to  a  small 
extent — increasing  the  bread  and  not  the  meat ; 

The  seventeenth  section  provides  that  there 
may  be  allowed  in  the  hospiUls  fituts,  milk,  but- 
ter and  egcs ; 

The  eighteenth  section  provides  that  there 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  council  of  administra- 
tion, and  approval  of  the  commanding  officer,  as 
many  sutlers  as  the  exigency  may  require. 

The  remaining  sections  are  taken  from  the 
bill  to  create  a  retired  list 

This  bill  now  presented  as  a  substitute  has 
been  examined  most  carefully  in  the  Adjutant- 
Generars  office,  in  the  Secretary  of  War's  office, 
and  finally  was  examined  and  revised  by  General 
Scott  It  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Grimes 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  five 
new  sections  providing  for  a  retired  list  of  the 
navy.  Mr.  Hale,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, declared  his  opposition  to  both  proposi- 
tions. Mr.  Grimes  thought  there  were  at  least 
twenty  naval  officers  that  ought  (o  be  retired ; 
*•  It  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Government 
to  get  rid  of  these  men,  who  are  effete,  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  positions,  and  take 
^oung,  active,  and  patriotic  men  and  place  them 
m  their  stead."  Mr.  Grimes's  amendment  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  relating  to  retiring  boards  for 
the  army  and  navy,  and  adding  three  sections  re- 
lating to  double  rations,  brevet  commissions,  and 
commutation  of  forage,  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  not  mcludod  in  his 
pending  amendment  Mr.  Nesmith  opposed  the 
section  relating  to  the  commutation  of  forage, 
and  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  it  Mr.  Wilson  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion  to 
strike  out  of  his  amendment  the  sections  relat- 


ing to  retired  lists  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  to 
insert  the  new  sections  concerning  brevet  rank, 
and  double  rations  for  department  commanders. 
Mr.  Hale's  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baker 
of  Oregon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Foster  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Ten  Eyck  of  New-Jersey,  and  Mr. 
Fessenden  of  Maine.  The  question  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted— yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
twenty-seven. 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  moved  to  amend  the 
twentieth  section  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
line  by  adding — that  should  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
end  be  retired  under  this  act,  it  should  be  with- 
out reduction  in  his  current  pay,  subsistence,  or 
allowances — ^yeas,  twenty-nine ;  nays,  eleven ;  so 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  give  to  retired  officers 
"half-pay,"  instead  of  "pay."  Mr.  Collamcr,  of 
Vermont,  suggested  that "  the  amendment  should 
be  that  they  should  retire  upon  half  the  pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their 
being  retired,  provided  that  the  same  should 
never  be  less,  by  the  year,  than  a  certain  named 
sum,  say  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so  as  to 
give  a  man  a  support"  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  the  retired  of- 
ficer the  pay  proper  of  his  rank,  and  no  other 
allowances.  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  sections  two,  three, 
and  six  of  the  bill  increasing  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral's, the  commissary,  the  quartermaster,  and 
the  medical  departments  were  stricken  out,  and 
the  following  added  as  a  now  section :  "  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  eight 
assistant  adjutant-generals,  six  commissaries  of 
subsistence,  four  quartermasters,  and  twenty  as- 
sistant quartermasters,  ten  surgeons  and  twenty 
assistant  surgeons,  to  have  the  pay,  rank,  and  al- 
lowances, and  perform  the  duties  of  similar  ofiS- 
cers  in  the  present  military  establishment,  and 
to  hold  their  offices  three  years  unless  sooo^ 
discharged." 

Mr.  Hale  moved  as  an  additional  section : 
"  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  August  twenty -third,  1842,  as  allows  addi- 
tional or  double  rations  to  generals  or  other  of- 
ficers commanding  geographical  departments  or 
divisions,  or  to  the  commandant  of  each  perma- 
nent or  fixed  post  garrisoned  with  troops,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repeated."  Mr.  Wilson 
suggested  that  the  amendment  be  so  modified 
as  to  apply  only  to  officers  commanding  in  fixed 
fortifications  and  garrisons.  Mr.  Hale  accepted 
the  modification,  and  his  amendment  as  modified 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  Sen-* 
ate,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  eighteen,  amend- 
ed the  bill  b^  adding :  "  That  officers  having  bre- 
vet commissions  shidl  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
\  erdse  of  command  according  to  their  brevet 
rank."  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  wishing  to  make 
I  sure  that  this  provision  did  not  apply  to  Gen- 
eral Scott,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding, 
'  **  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  in  any 
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erent  reduce  the  pay  or  emoluments  of  the  Lieu- 
teoant*General  of  the  army" — yeas,  thirty ;  nays, 
ox.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  subs^tute 
by  adding,  "That  any  commissioned  officer  of 
the  army  or  navy,  who,  having  tendered  his 
resignation,  shall,  prior  to  due  notice  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  same  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
without  leave,  quit  his  post  or  proper  duties, 
with  the  intent  to  remain  permanently  absent 
therefrom,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  deserter  and 
punished  as  such;*'  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  substitute,  '*  The  superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  en- 
gineers, topographical  engineers,  ordnance,  or 
artillery  corps,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States 
Military  A<^emy,  and  distin^ished  for  his 
sdentific  attainments.  He  shall  have  the  local 
rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  engi- 
neers, and  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ; ' 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  reconunitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  re- 
committed, reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Wilson  said,  in  explanation  of  the  action  of 
the  Committee,  that  "  The  tenth  section  of  the 
bill,  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  Military 
Academy,  the  committee  have  changed  so  that 
they  shall  be  filled  by  the  President,  *  upon  the 
nomination,  by  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
Mmtatives,  of  two  from  each  State  now  repre- 
sented in  the  House.'  This  will  change  the  ap- 
pointment from  the  Senate  to  the  delegation  of 
each  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
will  give  to  each  State  two  cadetships  to  be  filled 
up  in  ^t  way. 

**  An  amendment  was  moved  and  adopted  by  the 
Senate  yesterday,  to  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
bill  in  regard  to  the  retired  list  of  the  army,  to 
pfty  the  retired  officers  their  pay  proper,  and 
nothing  more.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  suggest- 
ed that  there  would  be  an  inequality  in  the  pay 
of  the  officer  retired,  and  that  was  the  chief  rea- 
son for  recomnkitting  the  proposition.  The  com- 
mittee have  arranged  it  in  this  way :  that  if  any 
commissioned  officer  shall  become  incapable  of 
poforming  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  and  withdrawn  from 
ictive  service  and  command  and  from  the  line  of 
pnnnotion,  with  the  following  pay,  namely,  ma- 
jor-generals, two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
dolburs;  brigadier-generals,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  andieighty-eight  dollars;  colonels,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  lieuten- 
ant-colonels, nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 
majors,  «ght  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  cap- 
tains, seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  first 
Beotenants,  five  hundred  and  for^  dollars ;  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars ; 
without  any  other  pay  or  allowances.  That  is 
^  pay  proper  now  received  by  the  officers  of  the 
i&fimtry  and  artillery.  It  is  the  full  pay  proper 
of  these  officers,  without  any  emoluments,  and 


according  to  the  proposition  made  by.  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  yesterday,  which  was 
sustained  by  the  Senate.  This  places  officers  of 
engineers,  artillery,  and  infantry  on  the  same 
footing,  and  does  away  with  the  objection,  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  of  inequality. 

**  The  Committee  propose  to  change  the  twenty- 
eighth  section,  in  regard  to  the  retired  officers  of 
the  navy,  by  striking  out  the  words  *leave-of- 
absence  pay  he  was  entitled  to  at  the  time  of 
such  retirement,'  and  inserting  the  words  *pay 
allowed  by  this  act' 

"In  the  twenty-ninth  section,  the  Committee 
propose  to  insert,  after  the  word  *  promotion,'  in 
line  six,  these  words : 

"  *  With  the  following  pay,  namely,  captains  in 
the  navy,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
commanders  in  the  navy,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars ;  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  surgeons,  ranking  with  captains, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ;  with  com- 
manders, one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars ;  with 
lieutenants,  one  thousand  dollars;  paymasters, 
ranking  with  captains,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars ;  with  commanders,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars ;  with  lieutenants,  one  thousand 
dollars ;  chief  engineers,  one  thousand  dollars ; 
first  assistant  engineers,  seven  hundred  dollars ; 
second  assistant  engineers,  five  hundred  dollars ; 
and  third  assistant  engineers,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  masters,  four  hundred  dollars ;  passed  mid- 
shipmen, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  with- 
out any  other  pay  or  allowance.  Captains,  com- 
manders, and  lieutenants  now  on  the  retired  list 
of  the  navy,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation, 
and  no  greater,  than  is  allowed  to  the  officers  of 
the  same  rank  by  the  provisions  of  this  act' 

"  The  officers  that  have  been  retired  heretofore 
receive  a  larger  pay  than  we  propose  to  give  of- 
ficers retired  by  this  act ;  this  proposition  places 
all  the  officers  who  are  or  may  be  retired,  on  the 
same  footing.  Other  slight  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  bill,  but  they  are  merely  verbal" 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  therf  read  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, as  the  first  seven  sections  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  section 
eight,  "That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Military 
Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations 
according  to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  President  upon  the  nomina- 
tion by  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  such  States  as  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress :  Provided^  That  but  two  cadets  shall  be 
appointed  from  any  one  State ;  and  that  such 
cadets  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State 
from  which  they  are  nominated,  and  shall  have 
the  qualifications  for  admission  to  the  Military 
Academy  as  are  now  required  for  appointmente 
trom  congressional  districts  and  at  large.  And 
no  cadet,  who  shall  hereafter  be  reported  as  de* 
ficient,  either  in  conduct  or  studies,  and  recom* 
mended  to  be  discharged  from  the  Academy, 
shall  be  returned  or  reappointed,  or  appointed  to 
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any  place  in  the  army  before  his  class  shall 
have  left  the  Academy  and  received  their  com- 
missions, miless  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
academic  board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Fessen- 
den  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  **  by  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,"  and  in- 
sert, "  by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States" 
— ^r^jected,  yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  rejected.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade, 
so  much  of  the  section  as  refers  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy,  was 
stricken  out  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert  in  lieu 
of  the  words  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Wade,  "  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  fill  any  existing  vacancies 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  from 
congressional  districts  for  which  no  nommations 
are  made  by  Representatives  in  Congress,  by  ap 
pointments  from  those  districts  or  from  the  re- 
spective States  at  large" — yeas,  seventeen ;  nays, 
twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  insert  in  the  blank  made  by  Mr.  Waders 
amendment,  "  That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  President,  upon  the  nomination 
of  Senators  from  such  States  as  are  represented 
in  the  Senate ;"  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  as  sections 
nine  to  twenty-nine  inclusive,  and  they  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion, by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  five 
assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved 
as  an  additional  section,  *^That  no  part  of  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be  em- 
ployed or  used  in  subjecting  or  holding  as  a 
conquered  province  any  sovereign  State  now  or 
lately  one  of  the  United  States,  or  in  abolishing 
or  interfering  with  African  slavery  in  any  of  the 
States."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  to  it,  ^*  Unless  a  mili- 
tary necessity  shall  exist  for  enforcing  the  laws 
or  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  Union." 
These  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Powell,  Browning,  Carlisle,  Fessenden,  Howe, 
Sumner,  Polk,  and  Saulsbury.  Mr.  Lane^s 
amendment  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment  was  re- 
jected, eleven  Senators  voting  for,  and  twenty- 
four  against  it  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  strike 
out  all  of  Mr.  Powell's  amendment  and  insert, 
'*  That  the  purposes  of  the  military  establishment 
provided  for  in  this  act  are  to  preserve  the  Union, 
to  defend  the  property,  and  to  maintain  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  the  Government"  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  thirty -three ; 
nays,  four.  Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  add  to 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  the  words,  "  but  the 
army  and  navy  shall  not  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  subjugating  any  State,  of  reducing  it  to 


the  condition  of  a  territory  or  province,  or  to  abol 
ish  slavery  therein.'*  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected— ^yeas,  nine ;  nays,  thirty.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  originid  amendment  as  amended, 
it  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed  as 
amended. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth, Mr.  Blaii^  from  the  Military  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
military  establishment,  and,  on  the  nineteenth, 
the  biU  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  passed. 
On  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Blair  fix)m  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  Senate  bill  for  the  better  oi^nization 
of  the  military  establishment,  reported  it  back 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute.  The  sub- 
stitute was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  amended 


In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  the  bill 
with  the  House  amendment  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Hale  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendment  be  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  hoped  the  Senate  would  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  send  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
at  once.  Mr.  Grimes  said  this  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  Senate,  "was  more  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed and  better  understood  by  the  members  of 
this  body,  than  any  bill  that  lias  been  passed  at 
this  session ;  and  he  should  vote  to  non-concur 
in  the  House  amendment  which  struck  out  some 
of  the  most  material  provisions  of  the  Senate 
bill."  The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 
The  House  insisted  on  its  amendment,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York,  conferees.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its 
disagreements,  agreed  to  a  conference  committee, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Minnesota,  conferees. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Blair,  'from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report  that  the  House  recede  fi*om  its  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate  bill,  and  agree  to  it  with 
several  amendments ;  and  the  report  was  accept- 
ed. In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hale,  Mr. 
Baker,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  and  rejected.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its 
disagreement  to  the  House  amendment,  and 
askiS  for  another  committee  of  conference.  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  McDougall  were 
appointed  conferees.  The  House  #agreed  to  a 
further  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Kentucky,  conferees  on  its  part 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Wilson  from  the  second  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
militaiT  establishment,  had  agreed  to  reconunend 
to  theu:  respective  Houses,  That  the  House  re- 
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oede  firom  its  smendments  to  the  Senate  bill, 
tnd  •gree  to  it,  with  amendments ;  and  the  report 
w&s  concurred  in — ^jeas,  twenty-seven ;  nays,  nine. 
In  the  House,  Mr.  BUnr  made  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  which  was  concurred  in. 
This  bill,  containing  twenty -five  sections,  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

No.  IV. — 7^  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Employment  of  Volunteers  to  aid 
in  enforcing  the  Laws  and  protecting  Public 
Property. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-second  of  Jul^, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  m 
tddiUon  to  the  act  for  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers. The  bill  authorized  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers,  either  4ts  cavalry, 
infantry,  or  artillery,  in  such  numbers  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service  might,  in  his 
opinion,  demand,  to  be  organized  by  the  act  of 
the  twenty-second  July,  1861.  These  volun- 
teers were  to  be  armed  as  the  President  might 
direct,  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  to  be  upon  the  footing  in  all  respects 
with  sunilar  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  and  during  the  war. 
Mr.  Wilson  desired  to  put  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage, but  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  objecting,  it 
was  passed  over. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  the  first  section  a  proviso, 
**  That  the  number  of  troops  hereby  authorized, 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thouand."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  as  a 
new  section,  **That  the  President  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  conunand  of  the  volunteer 
forces,  sudi  niunber  of  major-generals  and  of 
brigadier-generals  as  may  in  nis  judgment  be  re- 
quired for  their  organization  ;*'  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr. 
Blair  called  up  for  consideration  the  Senate  bill 
and  passed  it  without  a  division,  only  fifteen 
members  voting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burnett,  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Presi- 
dent approved  the  bill  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
July,  1861. 

Na  V. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  approve  and  con- 
firm certain  Acts  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  for  suppressing  Insurrection  and  He- 
hellion, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861, 
m^eibly  to  notice  given  on  the  fourth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
resolation  to  approve  and  confirm  certain  acts 
rf  the  President  The  resolution  was  read  twice 
>nd  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
cigfath,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
ttMndment 

The  resolution  set  forth  that,  **  Whereas,  since 


the  acyoumment  of  Congress,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  a  formidable  insurrection  in 
certain  States  of  this  Union  has  arrayed  itself 
in  armed  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  constitutionally  administered; 
and  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did,  under  the  extraordinary  exigencies  thus 
presented,  exercise  certain  powers  and  adopt 
certain  measUfes  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Government — that  is  to  say:  First  He  did,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  his  procla- 
mation calling  upon  the  several  States  for  seven- 
ty-five thousand  men  to  suppress  such  insurrec- 
tionary combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  faithfully  executed.  Secondly.  He  did,  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  a  procla- 
mation setting  on  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports 
within  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Thirdly.  He  did,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  April  last,  issue  a  proclamation  establish- 
ing a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  North-Carolina.  Fourthly.  He  did, 
by  order  of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last, 
addressed  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  authorize  that  offi- 
cer to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any 
point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  militaiy  line 
between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of 
Washington.  Fifthly.  Ho  did,  on  the  third  day  of 
May  last,  issue  a  proclamation  calling  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  forty-two  thousand 
and  thirty-four  volunteers,  increasing  the  regular 
army  by  the  addition  of  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  and  the  navy 
by  an  addition  of  eighteen  thousand  seamen. 
Sixthly.  He  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last, 
issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  the  commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast 
of  Florida,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus^ 
if  necessary.  All  of  which  proclamations  and 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  this  Congress. 
Now,  therefore, 

"-ff«  it  Resohed  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  all  of  the  extraordi- 
nary acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ap- 
proved and  declared  to  be  in  all  respects  le^ 
and  valid,  to  the  same  intent,  and  with  the  same 
effect,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  and  direction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
^*  increasing  the  regular  army  by  the  addition 
of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  men,  and  the  navy  by  an  addition  of 
eighteen  thousand  seamen.**  Ho  said  he  did  not 
know  that  any  thing  had  been  done  toward  in- 
. creasing  the  army  or  navy,  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  made  by  law  retroactive.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  that  ^^  A  plan  has  been  arranged  for  the  or- 
^nization  of  eleven  regiments  for  the  army. 
Officers    have    been    appointed,    conunissioned 
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with  some  qualiflcfttions,  sent  to  certain  points 
of  the  country,  and  money  has  been  placed  in 
their  hands  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In 
regard  to  filling  up  the  navy,  I  understand 
that  of  the  eighteen  thousand  men  ordered  for 
the  navy  several  thousand  have  been  enlisted, 
and  are  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  strike  out  this 
provision ;  I  think  it  had  better  remain  tlierc." 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Missouri,  desired  to  have  the  re- 
solution go  over  to  a  future  day.  Mr.  McDougall, 
of  California,  thought  it  of  vast  importance  to  act 
promptly.  "  I  am  here,"  he  said,  "  to  indorse 
the  preliminary  actions  of  the  Government" 
Mr.  Fessenden  of  Maine  would  oppose  postpone- 
ment after  that  day,  though  he  vfould  defer  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  if 
Mr.  Polk  was  not  ready  to  speak  then.  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  saw  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark  withdrew  his 
amendment,  as  the  Military  Committee  were 
unanimous  for  it  Mr.  Polk  moved  to  postpone 
the  resolution  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Dixon  and 
Mr.  McDougall  opposed  it,  and  the  motion  was 
lost  Mr.  King,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend 
by  a  proviso  that  within  six  months  after  the 
rebellion  should  be  put  down,  the  army  should 
be  reduced  to  its  organization  on  the  first  of 
July,  3861.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  was  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  regular  army  and 
to  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carptu. 
Mr.  King  accepted  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hale  to 
include  m  his  amendment  the  navy.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  Maryland,  was  prepared  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  all  just  and  constitutional 
measures,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  all  the  pro- 
positions in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Mr.  King  would  withdraw 
his  amendment  and  move  it  upon  the  army  bill, 
and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee  he  "  had  voted  to  report  the 
resolution.  The  red  right  hand  of  arm^  rebel- 
lion was  raised  to  strike  down  the  Government 
under  which  we  live — the  freest,  happiest,  grand- 
est Government  upon  earth ;  and  the  President 
was  suddenly  called  upon  to  put  down  this  armed 
rebellion.  Every  effort  which  he  has  made  to 
that  purpose  meets  my  most  hearty  and  cordial 
cooperation  and  support"  Mr.  Kennedy  ex- 
pressed his  "solemn  conviction  that  you  will 
never  reconstruct  the  Union  by  the  sword;" 
he  would  ask  Mr.  Wilson  if  he  "is  apprised 
of  any  necessity  for  or  any  reasons  that  re- 
quire or  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
hdbeoi  corpus  in  Maryland."  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied :  "  I  think  the  existence  of  a  band  of  con- 
spirators in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  men  who  or- 
ganized murder  and  shot  down  in  the  streets  of 
that  city  brave  men  who  were  rallying  at  the 
call  of  the  r  country  to  defend  the  capital  of  the 
nation  and  uphold  the  cause  of  the  republic,  is 
a  full,  complete  justification  of  the  President  in 
authorizing  General  Scott  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  and  about  that  city.  There 
is  no  spot  on  this  continent,  none  whatever, 


where  there  have  been  blacker  traitors  than  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore — men  ready  for 
murder,  for  any  crime— men  who  were  organiz- 
ing rebellion  in  that  city,  secreting  arms  that 
have  since  been  discovered  and  taken  fi-om  the 
men  who  have  been  arrested.  If  there  ever  was 
in  any  portion  of  the  republic,  any  spot  of  earth, 
or  any  tinu*,  where  and  when  the  yrrit  of  Ao- 
beas  corpffit  ought  to  be  suspended,  the  city  of 
Baltimore  was  the  spot,  and  the  last  few  weeks 
the  time,  for  its  suspension." 

Mr.  Baker  said :  "  As  a  member  of  the  Military 
Committee,  I  agree  heartily  in  the  report  of  its 
Chairman  of  the  bills  now  upon  your  table. 
Whether  that  peace  shall  be  conquered  at  Rich- 
mond, or  Montgomery,  or  New-Orleans,  or  in  the 
wilds  of  Texas,  I  do  not  presume  to  say ;  but  I 
do  know,  \L  I  may  use  so  bold  a  word,  that  the 
determined  aggr^ated  power  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  this  country — all  it^  treasure,  all  its  arms, 
all  its  blood,  all  its  enthusiasm,  kindled,  concen- 
trated, poured  out  in  one  mass  of  living  valor 
upon  any  foe— will  conquer."  Mr.  Fessenden 
suggested  to  Mr.  King  to  modify  his  amendment 
so  as  to  read :  That  nothing  therein  contained 
should  be  construed  as  authorizing  a  perma- 
nent increase  of  the  army  or  navy  beyond  their 
force  at  that  time.  Mr.  King  so  modified  his 
amendment  Mr.  Wilson  thought  "the  proviso 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  is  one 
that  we  can  all  accept"  Mr.  Trumbull  thought 
Mr.  Fessenden  had  succeeded  admirably  in  an- 
nexing a  proviso  which  really  had  no  meaning 
in  it,  but  Mr.  King  ejroressed  his  satisfaction 
with  it,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Latham  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion the  words :  "  Fourthly.  He  did,  by  an  order 
of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last,  addressed 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  authorize  that  ofiScer  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any  point  on  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  any  military  line  between  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of  Washington." 
The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Polk  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  He  then  addressed 
the  Senate  against  its  passage,  expressing  a  wish 
to  defer  his  speech  untQ  the  next  day.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  to  the  liext 
day,  and  take  up  the  volunteer  bill,  and.it  was 
postponed  On  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Polk  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  against  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  thought  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  in  an  effort  to  pass  through  the 
Senate  a  resolution  approving  these  violations 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  chief  Executive,  those 
wanton  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  assuming  the  war  power,  the  officers 
who  committed  these  usurpations  should  be  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  be  on  trial 
under  impeachment  Mr.  Breckenridge  and 
Mr.  Bayard  expressed  a  desire  to  speak  on  the 
resolution,  and  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  postponed  till  the  next  day.  ^  On  the 
sixteenth,  Mr.  Breckenridge  addressed  the  Senate 
in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  Uie  resolution. 
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He  desired  **  the  country  to  nnderstand  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer  to 
be  held  as  the  measure  of  power  on  one  side  and 
of  ohedience  on  the  other,  hut  that  it  is  to  be 
pot  aside  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  major- 
ity." Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  declared:  "I  sanc- 
tion and  approTO  every  thing  that  the  President 
has  done  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  sanction  and  approve  it,  and  there  is  no 
power  this  side  of  Heaven  that  can  reverse  that 
decision  of  the  American  people." 

On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
tddressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution;  and  on  the  twentieth,  Mr. 
Latham,  of  California,  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  *^  indorsed 
to  the  fullest  extent,  all  that  had  that  day  so 
ably  and  eloquently  fallen  from  his  lips."  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
iddressed  Uie  Senate  at  length.  He  declared 
the  cause  of  the  rebellion  to  be  "disappointed, 
impatient,  unhallowed  ambition."  "Certain 
men  could  not  wait  any  longer,  and  tihey  seized 
the  occasion  to  do  what  they  had  been  wanting 
to  do  for  a  long  time  —  break  up  the  Govern- 
ment If  they  could  not  rule  a  large  country, 
they  thought  they  might  rule  a  small  one."  He 
declared  that  "A  distinguished  Senator  from 
Georgia  once  said,  *  when  traitors  become  num- 
erous enough,  treason  becomes  respectable.' 
Traitors  are  getting  to  be  so  numerous  now  that 
I  suppose  treason  has  almost  got  to  be  respect- 
able ;  but  God,  being  willing,  whether  .traitors  be 
many  or  few,  as  I  have  hitherto  waged  war 
tgainst  traitors  and  treason,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  which  was  constructed  by  our  fa- 
thers, I  intend  to  continue  it  to  the  end."  [Ap- 
plaiise  in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  spoke  on  the  thurtieth, 
against  the  resolution  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  his  State,  which 
be  pronounced  to  be  "  positive,  arbitrary,  cause- 
lesA,  and  wanton  oppression."  On  the  second 
of  August,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  the  re- 
solation  for  consideration.  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  II- 
hnots,  opposed  the  motion  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered— yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eleven.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  it  to 
Am  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Polk  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — ^yeas, 
aeventeen ;  nays,  twenty-thiee.  Mr.  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  said :  "  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  resolution, 
and  I  am  going  to  vote  for  it  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  diiferent  acts  of  the  administration  re- 
cited in  this  preamble  were  illegal,  and  not  upon 
the  assumption  that  they  were  l^al  and  valid. 
I  *  approve*  of  the  doing  of  them,  and  therefore  i 
I  vote  for  that  portion  of  the  resolution.  I  am  j 
villing  to  make  them  as  Megal  and  valid'  as  if  | 
they  had  the  previous  express  sanction  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  therefore  I  vote  for  that  clause  of  the 
feaolotion.  I  vote  for  these  measures ;  and  I  ap- ' 
pTTve  them,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  all  the  more 
because  the  takine  of  them  involved  the  President 
m  some  personal  hazard.  I  will  not  approve 
them  maT%  8ut  I  admire  them  the  more  because 


he  did  not  hesitate  to  save  the  republic,  al- 
though the  act  of  saving  it  might  be  attended  by 
some  personal  risk  to  himself" 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixth,  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution.  Mr.  King  thought  we 
had  no  time  to  amend  it  and  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  it  would  pass  the  House  so  near 
the  close  of  the  session.  Mr.  Fessenden  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  the  House  at  that  late  hour  would 
not  pass  it  Mr.  Trumbull  declared  he  never 
would  vote  for  it,  and  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
King,  who  moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
again  considered. 

No.  VI. — The  Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  ^ 
TFor  to  reimburse  Volunteers /or  Expeneei  ir^ 
eurred  in  employing  Regimental  Bande^  and 
for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  July  fifteenth,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Ifin- 
nesota,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  reimburse  the  New- York  Seventy- 
first  regiment  for  expenses  incurred  in  employ- 
ing regimental  bands.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On 
the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Rice  reported  back  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  refund,  to  the  volunteers  called  out  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  fifteenth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  such 
sums  of  money  as  might  have  been  expended  by 
the  said  volunteers  in  the  employment  of  regi- 
mental or  company  bands  during  the  period  of 
their  service  under  said  proihamation :  Provided^ 
the  amount  to  be  allowed  should  not  exceed 
that  to  be  paid  to  volunteer  bands  regularly  mus- 
tered into  the  service  under  the  President's  pro* 
clamation  of  May  third,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty -one.  On  the  twentieth,  the  bill 
was  considered,  amended  and  passed,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes  its  title  was  so  amended 
as  to  read :  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  volunteers  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  regimental  and  other 
bands."  In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
Mr.  Blair  reported  it  back  fix)m  the  military  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  the  bill  au« 
thorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  regiment 
al  and  other  bands,  employed  by  volunteer  regi- 
ments, with  an  amendment  as  an  additional  sec 
tion,  providing  "that  the  President,  in  accept 
ing  and  organizing  volunteers  under  an  act  en- 
titied  *An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of 
volunteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  pro- 
tecting public  property,*  approved  July  twenty- 
second,  1861,  might  accept  the  service  of  such 
volunteers  without  previous  proclamation,  and  in 
such  numbers,  from  any  State  or  States  as,  in 
his  discretion,  the  public  service  might  requhre.'* 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  aa 
amended  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  House  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
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proved  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  1861,  by  the 
President. 

No.  VII. — The  Bill  authorizi'ng  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aids-de-camp, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  Mr. 
Wilson,  firom  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment approved  July  twenty-ninth,  1861." 
The  bill  provided  that  the  President  might,  dur- 
ing the  insurrection,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  major-general  of 
the  r^ular  army  commanding  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  field,  appoint  such  number 
of  aids-de-camp,  in  addition  to  those  authorized 
by  law,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  require;  such 
aids-de-camp  to  bear,  respectively,  the  rank  and 
authority  of  captains,  majors,  lieutenant-colonels, 
or  colonels  of  the  regular  army,  as  the  President 
might  direct,  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  al- 
lowances as  were  provided  by  existing  laws  for 
officers  of  cavalry  of  corresponding*  rank.  The 
President  was  to  cause  the  aids-de-camp  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  to  be  discharged  whenever 
they  should  cease  to  be  employed  in  active  serv- 
ice; and  he  might  reduce  the  nmnber  so  em- 
ployed whenever  he  might  deem  it  expedient  so 
to  do.  Any  officers  of  the  regular  army  ap- 
« pointed  aids-de-camp  under  the  act,  and  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  as  such, 
were,  on  their  discharge,  to  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  rank  and  promotion  as  if  they  had  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  their  own  regiments  or  corps. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  number  of  staff- 
officers  was  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Doolittle  desired  some  limitation  upon 
the  number.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  discretion 
of  the  President  an  ample  guarantee  that  no  more 
will  be  appointed  than  the  service  required.  The 
bill  was  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  first  of  August,  the  bill  was  taken 
firom  the  Speaker's  table,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition, and  approved  by  the  President,  August 
fifth,  1861. 

No.  VIIT. — T^e  Act  to  promote  the  Efficiency  of 
tlie  Engineer  and  Topographical  Engineer 
Corps^  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fifth 
of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  engineer  corps.  The  biU  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  added  to  each  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engineers, 
by  regular  promotion  of  its  officers,  two  lieuten- 
ant-colonels and  four  majors,  provided  all  Ta- 
cancies  created  by  such  promotion  should  be 
filled  by  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy,  re- 
commended for  such  promotion  by  the  academic 
board  of  that  institution ;  and  provided  further, 
that  said  corps  should  bo  thereafter  known  as 
the  first  and  second  corps  of  ergineers.     It  also 


dh'ected  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  one  company  of  sol- 
diers, to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers 
of  such  corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and 
to  be  governed  in  every  particular  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  existing  corps  of  topographical 
engineers.  The  bill  was  passed  without  amend- 
ment In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  Wilson  mored 
to  amend  by  striking  out  all  aft^r  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting :  **  That  there  shall  be  added 
to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topograph- 
ical engineers,  by  regular  promotion  of  their 
present  officers,  two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four 
majors. 

"  That  there  shall  be  added  to  the  corps  of  to- 
pographical engineers,  one  company  of  soldiers, 
to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers  of  said 
corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clottt* 
ing,  and  other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  ^ 
the  same  benefits,  in  every  respect,  as  the  coic« 
pany  created  by  the  act  ^  for  the  organization  of 
a  company  of  sappers,  and  miners,  and  ponto- 
niers,'  approved  May  sixteenth,  1846. 

"That  vacancies  hereafter  occurring  among  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  volunteer  regiments 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Governors  of  the  States  re- 
spectively, in  the  same  manner  as  original  ap- 
pointments ;  and  so  much  of  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861,  as 
is  inconsistent  therewith,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional  in- 
spectors-general for  the  United  States  army; 
the  said  inspectors-general  to  have  the  same  rank 
and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  now 
provided  by  law  for  inspectors-general." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding*  an  additional 
section :  "  That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  fifth,  1854,  as  author- 
izes the  appointment  of  civilians  to  superintend 
thQ  national  armories  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed ;  and  that  the  superintendents  of  these 
armories  shall  be  appointed  hereafi;er  fix)m  offi- 
cers of  the  ordnance  department"  Mr.  Wilson 
said  his  S3nnpathies  and  feelings  were  in  &vor  of 
a  civil  superintendent^  but  his  judgment  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  which  would  place  the 
armory  in  the  care  of  an  officer  experienced  in 
the  fabrication  of  arms.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  ^  insert  as  an 
additional  section:  "That  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  be  increased 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  and 
to  continue  for  three  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  until  otherwise  fixed  by  law." 
Mr.  Wilson  "thought  the  public  interest  re- 
quired that  we  should  increase  the  pay  of  die 
volunteers  from  eleven  to  fifteen  doUars  a  month, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  compensation.'* 
Mr.  Sherman  said  it  was  an  ungnugous  task  to 
object  to  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  volunteers 
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or  of  the  regular  army;  the  amendment  riiould 
not  be  adopted  without  great  consideration.     Mr. 
Wade  said  '*  there  was  no  just  proportion  be- 
tween the  pay  of  officers  and  priyates ;  we  were 
not  paying  enough  to  our  soldiers,"  and  he  was 
for  the  proposition.     Mr.  Wilson  said  that  by 
ftdrice  of  Senators  around  him,  and  of  Mr.  King, 
his  colleague  on  the  committee,  he  wouki  with- 
draw liie  amendment  and  introduce  it  as  a  sep- 
arate bill     Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  an  additional  section,  ^'that 
this  Congress  recommend  the  Goyemors  of  the 
seyeral  States  to  convene  their  Legislatures  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  an  election  to  select  two 
delegates   from  each   congressional   district,  to 
meet  in    general  conyention  at    Louisyille,   in 
Kentucky,  on  the  first   Monday  in  September 
next ;  the  purpose  of  the  said  conyention  to  be 
to  devise  measures  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
our  country."    Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays.     Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
thought    the  proposition    ^^inopportune."      Mr. 
McDougall,  of  California, wished ''  merely  to  amend 
the  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Vuginia ;  he 
says  this  proposition  would  be  inopportune ;  I  say 
it  would  be  cowardly."    The  amendment  was  re- 
jected; nine  Senators  voted  for  it,  and  twenty- 
nine  against  it     The  bill  as  amended,  was  then 
passed  without  a  division.     On  the  same  day, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blair,  concurred  m 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  Presi- 
dent approved  it  on  the  sixth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  IX. — Tlie  Bill  to  authorue  an  Increase  in 
the  Corps  of  Engineera  and  Topographical 
Engineers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mi\  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  engineer  corps. 
It  provided,  **  That  there  should  be  added  to  each 
of  the  corps  o£  engineers  and  topographical  engi- 
neers, by  regular  promotion  of  their  present  offi- 
cers, two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four  majors ;  and 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  one  company  of  soldiers,  to 
have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clothing,  and 
other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits  in  every  respect  as  the  company  created 
by  the  act  for  the  organization  of  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  approved 
May  sixteenth,  1846."  On  the  third  of  August, 
the  bill  was  considered  and  passed  without 
amendment  In  the  House,  on  the  fifth,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 


No.  X. — The  BUI  making  an  Appropriation  to 
deliver  Arms  to  Loyal  Citizens  of  Rehel  States, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  1861, 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,   introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
transporting  and  delivering  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  States  of  which 
the  inhabitants  then  or  thereafter  might  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  organ- 
izing them  into  companies,  battalions,  regiments, 
or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection  against 
domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion,  or  re- 
bellion.   The  bill  provided  that  the  sum  of  — 
dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in  supplying  and 
defraying  the  expenses  of  transporting  and  de- 
livering such  arms  and  munitions  of  war  as  in 
his  judgment  might  be  expedient  to  place  in  the 
hadns  of  any  of  the  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  the  inhabitants  were  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  which  rebellion  was  or  might  be 
threatened,  and  likewise  for  defraying  such  ex- 
penses as  might  be  properly  incurred  in  organ- 
izing and  sustaining  while  so  organized,  any  of 
said    citizens   into    companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, or  otherwise,  for   their  own  protection 
against  domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion, 
or  rebellion.     The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflkirs.     On  the  twenty-third, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  then, 
which  was  given.     Mr.  Wilson  said  the  commit- 
tee had  not  filled  the  blank,  wishing  to  leave  it 
to  the    Senate.     Mr.   Johnson,   of   Tennessee, 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  inserting  two 
millions,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.     On 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
read :  **  The  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any  of  the 
States  which  are  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  which  rebel- 
lion is  or  may  be  threatened."     Mr.  Collamer, 
of  Vermont,  did  not  like  the  phraseology  of  the 
bill ;  he  thought  States  could  not  be  in  rebellion, 
but  the  inhabitants  might  be.     He  moved  to  so 
amend  it,  as  to  make  it  read,  *Hhe  States  of 
which  the  inhabitants,  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
in    rebellion."     This  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  passed.     In  the  House,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Blair, 
and  passed  without  a  division.     It  was  approved 


whom  the  Senatii  bill  had  been  referred,  reported   J^  fC  Pro.  h3  nn  Th^  f^^^  nf   ^,1^ 

it   back  with  an  amendment   as  an  additional  ^J.  *^^  President  on  the  thirty-first  of  July, 
section,    "That    the  President  of    the    United   ^^^^* 
States  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional 
im^pectors-general  of  the  United   States   army, 
to  have  tho  same  rank  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  allowances  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for 
inspectors -general"    The  auM^dmentwas  agreed 
to,  and  passed  as  amended.     The  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion, of  Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendment ; 
and  the  President  approved  the  act  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1*861. 
Vol.  X.— Doa  2 


No.  XI. — The  Act  making  Appropriations^  and 
for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  August  first,  1861,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs,  a  bill  appropriating  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  contingencies  for  forti- 
fications, to  be  used  and  applied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War  \  providing  tliat  any 
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eommissioned  oflSoer  of  tke  amy,  navy,  or  nw- 
rine  corps,  who,  having  tendered  his  resignation, 
should,  pricMT  to  due  notice  of  its  acosptaace  by 
proper  authority*,  and  without  leave,  quit  his  post 
or  proper  duties,  with  the  intent  to  remain  per- 
manently absent^  should  be  registered  as  a  desert- 
er, and  punished  as  such ;  and  abolishing  flogging 
in  the  army,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion.  Mr. 
Hide,  of  New- Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  bill  the  words,  *'£Mr  desertion,"  so  that  it 
would  read,  **  that  iogging  as  a  pimishment  in 
the  army  is  hereby  abolished."  Mr.  Hale^s  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to^  and  the  bill  as  amended 
gassed.  In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  August, 
[r.  Stratton,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
several  v^bal  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concurred  in  these  amendments,  passed  it  as 
amended ;  and  the  President  approved  it  on  the 
fifth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  Xn. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Purchase 
of  ArvMy  Ordnance^  and  Ordnance  Stores, 
In  the  Senate,  July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  Mr, 
Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs.  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  passed  without  a  division. 
In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  Senate  bill  to 
provide  for  the*  purchase  of  arms ;  it  was  passed, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIII. — The  Act  to  inereaee  the  Pay  of  the 

Privates  of  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afi&iirs,  introduced  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  ofiScers, 
musicians  and  privates  of  the  regular  army,  vol- 
unteers, marines,  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  CoUamer,  of  Vermont,  moved  to 
amend  by  making  the  increase  four  dollars  per 
month ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas, 
eighteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson  then 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
^^  That  all  the  acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  aft^  the 
fourth  of  March,  1861,  respecting  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  calling  out  or 
relating  to  the  militia  or  volunteers  from  the 
States,  are  hereby  approved,  and  in  all  respects 
legalized  and  made  valid  to  the  same  intent  and 
with  the  same  efieci  as  if  they  had  been  issued 
and  done  under  the  previous  express  authority 
and  direction  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Breckenridge  said  that  the  amend- 
ment sounded  like  the  joint  resolution  to  ratify 
and  approve  all  acts  of  the  President  since  the 


&urib  of  March,  but  -one  or  two  features  of  U 
were  left  out  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  one  or 
two  £Miture6  of  the  joint  resolution  were  left  out, 
but  he  intended  to  call  up  the  joint  resolution 
when  this  bill  should  pass.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  ta  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  veas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were 
ordered — ^yeas,  thirty -three ;  nays,  five ;  so  the  bfll 
was  passed.  On  motion,  the  title  was  amended 
by  adding  the  words,  **and  for  other  purposes.*' 

In  the  Houseu  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 
called  up  the  bill,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  re- 
ducing the  increase  of  pay  from  four  dollars  per 
month  to  two  dollar^  per  month.  Ho  declared  his 
willingness  to  increase  the  pay,  but  did  not  see 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from ;  he  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  which  were 
one  and  a  quarter  millions  per  day.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected — ^yeas,  thirty-two ;  nays,  sixty 
six.  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
as  a  new  section,  "  That  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other 
volunteers,*  approved  July  twenty- sixth,  1861, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  all 
volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  whether  for  two  or  three  years  or 
for  and  during  the  war.**  Mr.  Stevens  explained 
that  the  amendment  was  intended  to  correct  the 
mistake  made  in  using  the  words  **'  militia,**  in- 
stead of  "volunteers.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Yallandigham  moved  to  strike 
out  the  second  section,  "That  all  the  acts,  proc- 
lamations, and  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  fourth  of  March.  1861, 
respecting  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  calling  out,  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  in  all  respects  legalized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same' ef- 
fect as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authori^  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.'*  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  and  resulted — yeas,  nineteen;  nays,  sev- 
enty-four. Mr.  Wicklilfe,  of  Kentucky,  thought 
the  increase  would  be  eighteen  million  dollars, 
and  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table, 
but  the  motion  was  lost  The  bill  wa^  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  Senate,  the  House 
amendment  to  the  bill  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
Senate  concurred  in  the  House  amendment,  "  that 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  *■  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volunteers,*  approved 
July  twenty-fourth,  1861,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  to  all  volunteers,  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  for  one. 
two,  or  three  years,  or  for  and  during  the  war.*' 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  acd  then  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  by  unanimous  consent  in- 
troduced "  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  volunteers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes.**  The  bill  proposed  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  privates  to  thirteen  dollars  a 
month ;  and  also  extended  the  provisions  of  the 
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act  '^for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  Tolan- 
teers''  to  all  Toliinteers,  no  matter  for  what 
term  of  service  thej  might  haTe  been  accepted. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
as  an  additional  section,  **That  all  the  acts, 
proclamations,  and  orders  of  the  .President  of 
the  United  States  aller  the  fourth  of  March, 
1861,  respecting  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
Unit^  States,  and  calling  out  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved  and  in  all  respects  l^lized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same  effect 
as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under  the 
previous  express  authority  and  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  result- 
ed—yeas, thirty-seven ;  nays,  five ;  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning, 
CarUsle,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoUamer,  Cowan,  Dix- 
on, DooIitUe,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Ten- 
nessee, King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and 
Wilson — ^thirt^wseven. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Bright,  Kenne- 
dy, Pearce,  and  Powell— five.  So  the  amend- 
mcat  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  In  the 
House,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  consideration;  but  Mr.  Crisfield,  of  Mary- 
land, objected.  Mr.  Stevens  appealed  to  him  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  thought  if  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  passing  the  bill,  it  would 
cause  very  great  incohveniences  and  perhaps 
create  the  necessity  for  an  extra  session.  Mr. 
'Crisfield  withdrew  his  objection;  Mr.  Johnson 
renewed  it  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  a  suspen- 
Mon  of  the  mles,  and  two  thirds  having  voted 
for  it,  they  were  sMspended,  and  the  bill  passed. 
It  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIY. — A  Resolution  expressing  the  Sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  Bereckved  Families  and 
Friends  of  our  Soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  De- 
fence of  the  JSepublie, 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress,  for  the  bereaved  fiunilies  and 
friends  of  our  soldierB  who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  repubHc 

The  resolutidb  declared  *^  that  we  acknowledge 
the  faithful  services  and 'loyal  devotion  of  our 
soldiers,  who  have  fought  and  fallen  in  defend- 
ing our  fiag  and  in  vlndicatingthe  supremacy 
and  majesty  of  the  republic.  Whether  success- 
ful, or  compelled,  by  the  overwhelming  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  to  resign  a  victory  already  won, 
their  gravta  are  honored,  and  history  invests 
their  names  with  un&ding  renown.  And  while 
the  national  Leeislature  expresses  the  sympathy 
of  the  nation  for  their  bereaved  ikmilies  and 
friends,  w6  conunend  to  a  generous  people  and 


the  army,  which  is  now  eager  to  renew  the  con 
test,  the  imperishable  honor  of  their  example." 
It  was  unanimously  passed.  In  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  it  was  con- 
sidered and  unanimously  passed. 

No.  XV.'-The  Bill  to  provide  for  Allotment  Cer- 
tiflcates  among  the  Volunteer  Forces, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  provide  for  allotments  of  pay  in  the 
army.  It  was  read  twice,  and  refen*ed  to  the 
Military  Committea  On  the  seventeenth,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  firom  the  committee, 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substi- 
tute. The  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

"That  the  President  shall  appoint  for  each 
State  having  volunteers  in  the  service  not  exceed- 
ing three  persons,  who  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
President's  commission  to  visit  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  army  in  which  volunteers 
from  their  respective  States  may  be,  and  there 
procure  from  said  volunteers,  fi*om  time  to  time, 
their  respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  fami- 
lies or  friends. 

"That  the  persons  appointed  as  commissioners 
to  carry  into  effect  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act  shall  receive  no  pay  or  emoluments  whatever 
fi-om  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

"That  the  fifth  section  of  tiie  act  of  twelfth 
June,  1868,  giving  sutlers  a  lien  upon  the  sol- 
diers' pay,  be  repealed ;  and  all  regulations  giv- 
ing sutlers  rights  and  privileges  beyond  the  rudes 
and  articles  of  war  be  abrogated." 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Military  Committee,  so  as  to  pay  to  each 
of  the  commissioners  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  without  mileage.  Mr.  Wilson  thought 
the  amendment  would  endanger  the  passaee  of 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  declared  he  ^ould  vote 
against  it,  if  it  were  proposed  to  induce  men  to 
take  a  charitable  office  for  money.  Mr.  Qrimes's 
amendment  was  rejected,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twentieth  oT  December,  Mr.  Clin,  of  New- York, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division ;  and  approved  by  the  President, 
on  the  twSnty-fourth  of  December,  1861. 

No.  XYL^The  Bill  relating  to  CowrU-Martial 

in  the  Army, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  with  an  amendment  The  bill  provided 
that  in  time  of  war  the  commander  of  a  division 
or  separate  brigade  might  appoint  general  courts- 
martial,  and  confirm,  execute,  pardon,  and  miti- 
gate their  sentences,  as  allowed  and  restrained  in 
the  sixty-fifth  and  eighty-nmth  articles  of  war  tc 
commanders  of  armies  and  iepartments;  V it  sen- 
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tences  of  such  courts  extondiug  to  loss  of  life  or 
dismission  of  a  commissioned  ofScer,  were  to  re- 
quire the  confirmation  of  the  ^neral  commanding 
the  army  in  the  field  to  which  the  diyision  or 
hrigade  belonged.  It  was  further  provided  that 
when  the  division  or  brigade  commander  should  be 
the  accuser  or  prosecutor  of  an  ofiScer  under  his 
command,  the  court  should  be  appointed  by  the 
neitthigher  oommander.  The  amendment  of  the 
Military  Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words,  '*of  an  (^cer  under  his  command,"  so 
that  it  would  read,  *^  That  when  the  division  or 
brigade  oommander  shall  be  the  accuser  or  pro- 
secutor, the  court  shall  be  appointed  by  the  next 
higher  commandvr;*'  and  the  amendment  was 
a^eed  to.  Mr.  Doolittle  suggested  that  the  bill 
lie  'over,  there  was  no  occasion  for  its  prompt 
passage.  Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  articles  of  war.  It  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
had  replied  that  **  the  bill  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army,  who  re- 
ports that  sudi  an  act  is,  in  his  opinion,  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
judicial  business  in  a  large  army,  and  should  be 
passed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The 
opinion  of  the  Gonunanding  General  is  concurred 
in  and  approved  by  this  department"  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Blair, 
firom  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  passed  without  a  division.  The 
President  approved  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December,  1861. 

No.  XVII. — Joint  Fesolutton^  expremee  of  the 
Recognition  hy  Congress^  of  the  patriotic  and 
gallant  serviees  of  Brigadier- General  Nathan- 
iel LyoHj  and  qf  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under 
his  Command, 

In  the  House,  on  the  eleventh  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  recognition  by  Congress,  of  the 
gallant  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Briga- 
dier-General Nathaniel  Lyon,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  Missouri  It  declared,  *^That  Con- 
gress deems  it  just  and  proper  to  enter  upon  its 
records  a  recognition  of  the  eminent  and  patri- 
otic services  of  the  late  Brigadier-General  Natha- 
niel Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  service  he  de- 
voted his  Kfe,  will  guard  and  preserve  his  fame 
as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  given 
to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who,  under  the 
command  of  the  late  General  Lyon,  sustained 
the  honor  of  the  flag  and  achieved  victory  against 
ovcrw'helminjg  numbers  at  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field in  Missouri.  And  that  in  order  to  commem- 
orate an  event  so  honorable  to  the  country  and 
to  themselves,  it  is  ordered  that  each  regiment 
engaged  shall  be  authorized  to  bear  upon  its  col- 
ors the  word  "  Springfield  "  embroidered  in  let- 
ters of  gold;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  requested  to  cause  these  reso- 


lutions to  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  thought  it  in- 
expedient to  require  the  President  to  have  tiie 
resolution  read  at  the  head  •f  every  reghnent  in 
the  army,  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
tlie  resolution  as  required  it  Mr.  Col&x  op> 
posed  the  motion,  aiid  it  was  r^ected.  The 
resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed.  In 
the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Oomsnittee,  and  on  the 
twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  The  Senate,  an  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  after  remarks  by  Mr.  Pcnneroy,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Mr.  Dixon,  and  Mr.  Foster,  of  Conneo- 
ticut^  it  was  unanimously  passed.  It  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  twenty-fourUi 
of  December,  1861. 

No.  XVIII. — Bill  authorizing  the  Appointment 
qf  one  or  more  Assistant  Secretaries  of  War. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  January^ 
1862,  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  one 
or  more  assistant  secretaries,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wade,  discharged  the  Committee  on  Militaiy 
Afifairs,  fi-om  the  fin^her  coBsiderati<Mi  of  the  bill, 
and  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  "  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  ad- 
ditional assistant  secretaries  of  war,  whose  sa- 
lary shall  each  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  shall  perform  all  such  duties  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  bdopging  to  that* 
department,  as  shall  be  {n^scribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wmp,  or  as  may  be  required  by  law ;  the 
offices  of  these  additional  assistant  secretaries  to 
continue  for  one  year."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 
the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to  provide 
that  they  should  be  appomted  "  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  tne  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  bill,  and  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  same 
day,  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  was  ordered  —  yeas, 
seventy;  nays,  thirty-five.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  its  passage,  and  being  t^en,  resulted — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nays,  thirty.  So  the  bill  passed, 
and  was  approved  by  the  Pi«sideBt|  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  January,  1862. 

No.  XlX.^TheB0solutumm  relation  to  the  Al- 
lotment Certificates  of  Fay  to  Persons  held  as 
Prisoners  of  Wa/r  in  the  so-called  confederate 
States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  Uiirtieth  id  January, 
1862,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  relative  to  allotment  tickets  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution,  which  required  the  Secretary  ^ 
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War  to  procure  from  mxh.  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  United  States  army,  as  were  or  there- 
after mii^t  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  so- 
called  confederate  States,  from  time  to  tine,  their 
respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  families  or 
friends,  certified  by  them  in  writing,  and  duly 
attested,  in  pursuance  of  such  orders  as  might 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  upon  which  certified  allotment  he 
shall  cause  drafts  to  be  made  payable  ift  New- 
York  to  the  order  of  the  persons  to  whom' the  al- 
lotments were  or  might  be  made,  and  to  remit 
those  drafts  to  the  address  of  such  person  as 
m%ht  be  designated  in  the  allotment  tickets. 
The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed. 
The  House  concurred  m  passing  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  Pxmdent,  on  the 
sixth  of  Febrakry,  18<I9. 

No.  XK.-^The  Bill  to  pnmdefor  the  letter  Or- 
gm^iatUion  ^  the  Signal  DepartmmU  ^  ike 
Army, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  signal  department  of  the  army.  On  the 
tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
It  provided,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
appoint  for  service  during  the  rebellion,  as  many 
signal  officers,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  captains,  or  first  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  and 
as  many  enlisted  men  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
sergeants  of  cavalry  as  he  might  deem  necessary. 
The  bill  also  made  the  following  appropriations : 
for  the  manufacture  or  purchaM  of  signal  equip- 
ments and  signal  stores,  to  equin  and  supply  the 
forces  now  in  the  field,  twenty  uiousand  dollars. 
Jor  oontbgent  expenses  of  the  signal  department^ 
one  thousand  dollars.  For  the  manufacture  or 
purchase  of  signal  equipments  and  signal  stores 
for  countersign  signals,  to  prevent  the  collision  of 
friendly  regiments,  Chiity-four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars.  Mr.  Qrimes  moved  to  strike  out 
"captains,"  and  "first  lieutenants,"  but  after  de- 
bate witiidrew  his  motion,  and  on  motion  ef  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section,  authorizing  the  President 
to  appoint  signal  officers  was  stridcen  out  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  by  stKking  out  the 
second  section,  providing  that  officers  temporar- 
ily serving  as  signal  officers,  should  receive  for 
the  time  they  were  so  serving,  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  cavalry  officers  of  their  respective 
grades,  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  as 
amended,  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Militair Com- 
mittee, the  bill  without  amendment,  it  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twenty-seeond  of  lebnnry,  lb%%. 

Ka  XXL — The  BUI  making  an  Appropriation 

for  completing  the  Dtfeneee  qf  the  City  qf 

Waehington^  and  for  other  pwrpoeee. 

In  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  December 

twentieth,  1861,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 

from  the  Comitteee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported 

a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 


and  fi%  thousand  dollars  for  completing  the 
defences  of  Washington.  Mr.  Stevens  asked 
for  immediate  action  on  the  bill,  which  was 
recommeikted  by  the  Chief-Engineer  General 
Barnard.  He  stated  that  the  defensive  system 
of  Washington,  consisted  of  forty-eight  works, 
monntiBg  over  three  hundred  guns,  some  of 
which  were  of  very  laige  size ;  and  the  actual 
defensive  perimeter  occupied,  was  about  tl^y- 
flve  miles,  exceeding  the  length  of  the  famous 
(and  hilherto  the  most  extensively  fortified  ex- 
temporized field-works)  lines  of  Torres  Vedras 
b^  several  miles.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Jan- 
uary, ISdft,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  fi^m 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whdb  the  House  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  without  amendment 
Mr.  Clark,  of  New-Hampshire^  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  at  the  end,  that  the  arrearages  of 
all  debts  already  incurred  should  first  be  paid 
out  oi  this  sum ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
ta  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  King,  of 
New-York,  opposed  its  passage.  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
of  Miniiesota,  moved  further  to  amend,  *^that  no 
part  of  the  sum  herebv  appropriated,  shall  be 
expended  on  any  work  hereafter  to  be  per- 
formed." On  the  twenty-first^  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilkinson^s  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  it  by  elding  two  sec- 
tions, ^'That  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  1850,  providing  for 
the  discharge  from  the  service  of  minors  enUsted 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guard- 
ians, be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed :  Fro- 
vided^  That  hereafter  no  person  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  shall  be  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service,  and  the  oath  of  enlistment  taken  by  the 
recruit  shall  be  oonchisive  as  to  his  age. 

*^  That  no  volunteers  or  militia  frmn  any  State 
shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  <tf  the  United 
States  on  any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their 
service  to  the  limits  of  said  State  or  vicinity ;  and 
if  any  such  volunteers  or  militia  are  in  service 
contimry  to  the  provisions  of  this  act|  the  same 
shall  be  discharged."  Mr.  Powell  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  which  provid- 
ed, that  the  oath  of  enlistment  should  he  final 
and  conclusive  as  to  the  age  of  the  minor.  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  that  under  the  law  of  1850,  per- 
sons were  often  discharged  as  minors,  who  wero 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Powell,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Trumbull  opfwsed 
making  the  oath  of  enlistment  conclusive  as  to 
age.  Mr.  Nesmith,  of  the  Military  Committee, 
believed  it  would  cut  off  very  great  abuses.  Mr. 
Powell's  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  Mr.  Wilson^s  amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new  section,  that 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  tenth  of  April, 
1806,  shall  read:  ''That  in  time  of  war  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  all  persons  who  shall  be  found  lurking 
as  spies,  or  acting  as  such,  in  or  about  the  forti- 
fications, encampments,  posts,  quarters,  or  head- 
quarters of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or 
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any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death  by  SMiteaM  of  m 
general  oouri-martial."  Mr.  CoUamer,  of  Ver- 
mont)  moived  **that  the  amendment  be  ameoded 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  those  fimnd  lurkiag  as  spies 
around  any  fottification  or  post  within  any  of 
that  part  of  tiie  United  States  which  has  been  or 
may  be  dedared  to  he  in  a  state  of  tnsurreotion  ;^' 
and  the  auMndmeDt  to  the  amflndmeat  was 
agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-four ;  nays,  not  oenatod. 
Mr.  Wilson  then  msred  to  amend  by  ad^ng  as  a 
new  section:  ''That  the  fifty-fifth  article  of  the 
first  secttOD  of  the  ait  of  April  tenth,  1806, 
chapter  twenty,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**  Whoever,  banging  to  the  annias  of  the 
United  States  in  Yoreign  parts,  or  at  any  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  their  territories, 
during  rebellion  against  liie  snpreme  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  force  a  safe-guard^ 
shall  suffer  death. 

On  the  twenty-tUvi,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  biH,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  fifty-fifth  ttrticle  of  war  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  to  modify  Mr.  WiUfinson's 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  should  be  expended  on  work  there- 
after performed,  so  that  it  would  appl}*^  to  work 
thereafter  commenced,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  Blair 
reported  fit)m  the  Military  Committee,  in  favor  of 
concurring  in  the  Senate  amendment,  excepting 
the  third  section,  providing,  that  no  volunteers 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service,  on  any  con- 
ditions confining  their  service  to  the  limits  of  their 
State,  and  that  the  House  non-eoncur  in  that 
amendment  The  report  of  the  eommitlee  was 
concurred  in.  The  Sttiate,  on  the  thirtieth,  dis- 
agreed to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the 
Senate  amendhnents.  The  House  insisted  upon 
its  amendment,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  ciiair  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missohri 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Hickman,  of 
Pennsylvania,  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  On  tiie  fifth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its  disagree- 
ment, ooncuired  in  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass*- 
chusetts,  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Hender- 
son, of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the  House,  on 
the  ninth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendaient  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment, 
so  that  it  would  read :  '^That  no  vokintesrs  or 
militia  from  any  State  or  territory  shall  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  tiie  United  States,  on 
any  terms  or  conditions  oonfining  tiieir  services 
to  the  limits  of  sudi  State  or  territory,  or  their 
vicinity,  beyond  the  number  of  ten  thousand  in 
Missouri,  and  four  thousand  five  hondred  in 
Maryland,  heretofore  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
to  be  raised  in  said  States.**  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved 
to  lav  the  rep<nrt  on  the  table,  but  the  motion 
was  lost,  and  it  was  then  adopted,  without  a 
division.    In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wil- 


son, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made  a 
report,  which  was  oon<mrred  in;  and  the  bill 
was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  1862. 

No.  XXII. — The  Bill  providing  far  the  Promul- 
gation of  an  additional  Article  of  War,  pro- 
hihiting  OjTicers  of  the  Army  from  Eeturning 
Fughtivcajvom  Service  or  Labor. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  ninth 
of  July,  18iJl,  Mr.  Lovqjoy,  of  Illinois,  introduced 
the  foUowiiijg  resc^ution,  and  demanded  the  pre- 
vious  question  upon  its  passage :  *^  That  in  the 
judgment  oi  this  House,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty 
of  tibe  soldiers  of  the  United  States  to  capture 
and  return  fugitive  slaves."     Mr.  Malloiy,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  it  t^M>n  the  table— »yeas 
sixty isix ;  nays,  eighty-ona    The  question  recur- 
ring on  a^eeing  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  Logan,  of 
Illinois,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered — yeas,  mnety-thres;  nsys^  ftfty- 
five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  punish  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  army  for  airestii^  de- 
taining, or  delivering  persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
sUves.  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  Hlinois,  m  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  introduced  a  bill,  making  it  a  penal  ofl^ce 
to  capture  or  return,  or  aid  in  tiie  capture  or  re- 
turn of  fugitive  slaves  It  was  read«  twioi^  and 
its  oonsideraticm  postponed  to  the  tenth  <^  De- 
cember. In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
December,  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachnsette,  intro- 
duced, and  asked  for  the  immediate  consideration 
of  a  resolution,  providing  that  the  Omnmittee  on 
Military  Afiairs  and  the  Militia  be  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  addi- 
timal  legislation,  that  our  national  armies  shall 
not  be  employed  in  the  surrender  c€  fugitivo 
slaves.  Mr.  McDougaU,  of  Oalifomia,  objecting, 
the  resolution  went  over  under  the  rule ;  but  ii 
came  up  for  consideration  the  next,  and  Mr. 
Sumner  stated  that  he  had  ncevred  communica* 
tions  in  regard  to  the  outrages  committed  in  the 
asmies.  He  said  he  was  g^  tb  know  his  fiiend 
and  colleague,  the  Ghaimsn  of  Ihs  Committee 
on  MiUlary  Affinirs,  promised  us  at  once  a  bill  to 
meet  this  grievance.  It  ought  to  bs  introduced 
promptly,  and  to  be  passed  at  onoe.  Mr.  Cowan, 
of  Pennsylvania,  apprehended  that  there  need  bo 
no  possible  difficulty  whatever  upon  this  ques- 
tion in  any  of  its  aspects.  The  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  on  the  twenly-third  of 
December,  offered  the  following  resolutioD,  and 
demanded  the  previous  qwsotim  vgom  it :  ^*  That 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  be  requested 
to  report  a  bill  to  this  House,  for  the  enactment 
of  an  additional  article  of  war,  whereby  all  of- 
ficers in  Hie  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  prohibited  from  using  any  por- 
tion of  the  forces  under  tJieir  respective  com- 
mands for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor,  and  to  provide  for  &e  punish* 
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ment  of  sueli  offiocn  m  Blight  rklkkb  md  ar- 
ticle foj  dkuMSMl  fipOBi  the  Mrneei 

Mr.  WilsoB,  of  MmmcImimMb,  on  the  tvmnt^ 
third  of  DeoMBber,  introduced  »  hill  ift  rwlatios 
to  the  aiT08t  of  penons  eluned  to  b«  hald  lo 
aeirioe  or  kbor  bf  the  oflloprs  of  Ihe  miUtMT 
and  naval  Mrvieeof  the  Unifed  Stalee;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  wrfeited  to  the  Gomraittee  on 
MUitaiy  Affyn.  It  dedared  that  officers  in  the 
military  aemee  of  the  Uwlei  Stateo  have,  with- 
oat  the  aathoilty  ef  hnr,  aad  againat  the  fiaiii- 
est  dietatea  of  jmfUm  »d  hiwnaaity,  oai 
persons  ektned  as  Ibgithree  froM  semee  or 
Isbor  t»  be  aaiaed,  held  and  delirend  op;  awl 
that  such  coodvct  haa  hravght  discredit  upon 
otirtmia  and  reproach  «pon  our  GoTennnent; 
end  it  theretoe  proaeeded  to  enacti'that  muy  of- 
ficer in  tba  mlitary  or  narml  serrice  of  the 
United  States,  who  should  cause  anv  person, 
claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  bv  reason 
of  Africen  descent,  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any  persons  claiming 
such  servlee  or  lahor,  ahocdd  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  ahonld  be  diahonorably 
discharged,  and  for  erer  ineligible  to  any  ap- 
pointment in  the  military  or  naval  aervioe  of  the 
United  dtates. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1891,  Mr.  WiUwn 
reported  hndk  hia  bill  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  an  amendment  On  tiie 
seventh  of  January, '  Ifr.  Wilson  called  it  np, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs  reported  an 
amendment  to  strflte  out  all  of  the  original  bill, 
and  insert  as  a  substitute:  That  it  shovdd  be  un- 
lawful for  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naTal 
senrice  of  ttte  United  States  to  cause  any  penon 
claimed  to  be  held  to  servkft  or  labor  by  reason 
of  African  Aescent  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  np  to  or  fcr  any  person  claiming 
such  service  or  labor;  and  any  officer  so  offend- 
ing shouM  be  dif^harged  from  service,  and  be 
for  ever  ineligible  to  any  appointmtat  in  the  miM- 
taiy  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Saulst>tiry,  of  I>elaw«re,  moved  its  indefinite 
po^stponement — ^yeas,  thirteen;  nays,  twenty- 
three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia^  ft 
was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  Januevy,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  from  the  table  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  punish 
persons  !n  the  military  and  naval  serrice,  for 
arresting  and  delivering  fugitive  slaves.  The 
pending  (juestlon  being  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  A  Mrs,  to 
strike  out  6ie  orfghia)  WH  and  insert  the  amend* 
ment  as  a  substitute,  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont, 
said :  '*Wlf}iout  crttldshig  at  all  the  form  of 
expression  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  oilfer 
a  substitute  Ibr  it,  which  I  send  to  the  ehi^: 
*  No  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  of  the  volunteers  or  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  assume  or  ex- 
ercise any  militatT'  command  or  authority  to  ar- 
rest, detain,  hold  or  control  any  person,  on  ac- 
count of  such  person  being  holden  to  service  as 


Mi  AMmn  descent;  and  any  such  officer  so  of 
fending  shall  he  dismissed  from  aenrice.' ''  Mr. 
Wilson  accepted  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  fliaf  from  Vermont.    Mr.  Powell  asked 


the  bill  he  poatponed,  and  the  anendment 
ritttei,  ^'in  «rder  that  we  may  hare  some 
ta  look  mto  it"  ""The  anendment,'*  re- 
pIM  Mr.  Wileon,  ''ia  ver^  phiin  and  simple;  a 
eamprehend  ite  haport  I  hope  that 
hiU,  which  eight  to  have  been 
aeeond  day  of  this  session,  Ibr  the 
of  the  country,  will  not  be  postooned  any 
IcBger.  ^  I  have  drawn  ops''  said  Ifr.  ^ulBbury, 
''very  hurriedly,  an  amendment,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  tesert  as  an  additional  aedion:  «Nor 
Shan  any  soldier  or  officer,  mder  like  peaMlty, 
entice  away  or  detain  any  penan  held  to  serv- 
iea  or  hibor  m  the  United  Statea,  from  his  or  her 
master  ^  owner.*  If  yon  adopt,*'  said  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  *'the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  you  make  it  penal  for  a  soUHer  or  offi- 
o«r  to  return  even  to  a  loyal  master  or  owner 
his  slave :  but  you  provide  no  penalty  against 
any  aoMier  or  any  officer  for  di^ving  even  a 
loyal  master  of  the  services  ef  his  slavei  My 
amendment  proposes  to  prohibit,  under  the  same 
penalty,  an  officer  or  a  soldier  of  the  army  from 
decoying  or  enticing  away  from  the  service  a 
slave,  or  from  harboring  a  slarre.** 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  proposed  to  amend  Mr. 
Saulsbury*s  amendment  by  adding,  *'  who  may 
be  a  loyal  dtisen  of  the  United  States,**  and  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Collamer  thought  that,  under  Mr.  Saol8bury*s 
amendment,  if  any  soMier  wanted  to  get  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  entioe  a  slave  and  he  would  get  him- 
self mid  the  slave  both  diemisaed.  *'  I  am  op- 
posed,** said  Mr.  Wilson,  ''to  this  amendment  in 
every  shape  and  form,  and  to  any  legislation  pro- 
tecting, covering,  or  justifyine  slavery  for  loyal 
or  disloyal  masters.  What  1  want  to  do  is  to 
put  npon  the  statute-book  of  this  country,  a  pro- 
hibition to  the  officers  of  the  army  from  arrest- 
ing, detaining,  and  delivering  up  persons  claimed 
aa  ftigittves,  by  the  use  of  military  power.**  Mr. 
Pearce,  of  Maryland,  said :  '*  The  Senator  from 
Massaehueetui  olijects  to  a  proposition  which 
forbids  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  array  from  en- 
ticing, harboring,  or  preventing  the  recovery — 
that  Is  the  amount  of  it— K>f  a  fugitive  slave, 
known  ta'  be  such,  upon  the  application  of  his 
master,  known  to  be  his  lawful  owner,  ac«irding 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives.  What 
is  the  effect  of  that  f  H  is  an  invitation  to  all 
the  slaves  of  the  State  ef  Iforyhtnd,  who  can  do 
so,  to  resort  to  this  ean^,  sure  of  protection  there, 
firiit,  because  no  officer  of  the  army  can  order 
tlleir  delivery  up  to  their,  master,  however  loyal, 
or  however  indieptttable  bis  title  may  be  to  that 
slave.** 

The  bfll  wtt  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and, 
pending  the  cpiestion  of  concurring  in  Mr.  Gol- 
lamer's  amendment,  the  Chair  announced  the 
special  order  of  the  day. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  on  the 
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tvonty-fifth  of  February,  reported  from  llwQo»> 
mittee  on  Military  AiTaLrs  a  bill  to  make  aa  addi* 
tional  artioLe  of  wir.  The  bill  proTided,  thatt 
hereafter  lilie  foUowiag  aiialt  be  proi— JgatBd  m 
an  additioiial  article  of  war  for  the  goveramevt 
of  the  anay  «f  ^e  United  Stales,  aoA  sImiU  1m 
obeyed  and  obaerved  aa  such :  ^'  All  oficMrs  ttm 
prohibited  fram  enpk^ng  any  «f  the  k 
under  their  respeetiTe  oomiaanda  for  the 
of  returning  fugiteee  fron  sMmce  or  ~ 
may  have  eaoaped  from  any  persona  to  wheaa 
such  aenrioe  or  labor  ia  claimed  to  be  da«k  Any 
officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  couri^nap- 
tial  of  violating  thin  artido  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  servioe/'  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  mo^ed 
to  add,  after  the  word  ''•fficefs,''  the  words  *'or 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  ''You,"  said  Mr.  Mallory,  of  KMituoky, 
''  are  deciding,  by  this  article  of  war,  that  the 
President  oi  the  United  States  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  send  •  military  force  into  *  State  to 
aid  the  authorities  of  that  State  in  enforcing  a 
national  law  which  stends  on  yomr  stetiite-book." 
Mr.  Mallory  wished  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 
third  Wednesday  in  March.  Mr.  Lovejoy  ob- 
jected to  Mr.  Blair  yielding  the  floor.  Mr.  Blair 
would  yield  the  floor  to  Mr.  Mallory  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated.  Mr.  Bingham  hoped  Mr.  Blair 
would  not  yield  the  floor  to  allow  this  luU  to  be 
postponed  to  the  end  of  March :  ''  If  that  practice 
is  to  be  pursued  by  the  army  and  navy  under  the 
American  flagt  it  ought  to  cover  with  midnight 
blackness  every  star  that  burns  upon  its  field  of 
azure,  and  with  everlasting  infamy  the  men  who 
dare  to  desecrate  it  to  such  base  uses."  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bingham  demaad- 
ed  Uie  yeas  and  nays — yeas,  forty-four;  nays, 
eighty-seven.  Mr.  Blair  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  the  bill  and  amendmeat ;  and  it 
was  ordered.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill 
to  a  vote  to-night,  and  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  the  motk)n  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-nine ;  nays, 
sixty-one.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — ^yeas,  eighty-three;  nays, 
forty-two.    So  the  bill  passed  the  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  back  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, without  ameodmept^  the  House  hill  pro- 
viding for  the  promulgation  of  an  additional  ai^ 
tide  of  war,  forbidding  officers  or  persons  in  the 
military  and  naval  ser;vice,  on  pain  of  dismissal 
from  the  service,  to  arrest  or  return  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  Davis  would  like  to  offer  «n  amsnd- 
ment,  and  desired  that  the  bill  should  go  over 
until  to-morrow.  Mr.  Wilson  would,  with  the 
understanding  that  we  take  up  the  bill  ajid  act 
on  it  to-morrow,  withdraw  his  motion  to  proceed 
to  ite  eonsideration,  and  the  proposition  was  as- 
sented to. 

On  the  tenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  noved  to 
toke  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  make  an  additional  artide  of  war.  ^'  I 
move  to  amend,  the  bill,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  **by 
inserting  after  the  word  ^  due,*  in  the  eleventh 


Itee  of  the  first  seetUrn,  the  words,  'and  also 
from  detaining,  Imrbering,  or  ooaoeaKng  any  sacfa 
fugilips.* "  Mr.  Santebiay  moved  to  vmtnd  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  tha  fimt  awtion,  ''That 
this  artiote  shall  not  apply  m  the  States  of  Dela- 
ware, Maryiand,  Ifissoim,  and  Keotackj,  nor 
ffaawhere  where  the  Federal  authority  is  veoog- 
niaed  or  can  be  eafoPQed'!«^«aa,  seven ;  naya, 
thirty.  Mr.  fiantebury  movod  to  aoaend  the  biU 
by  inserting  after  Iba  wsf^  '^^ua"  in  the  eteaantfa 
line  of  the  first  seeien,  the  wonta^  "er  for  the 
pnrpase  of  entiaing  or  dasoying  aoeh  persona, 
held  to  serviaa  or  kibor,  from  the  aenaee  of  their 
loyal  masters."  The  qoestloB,  being  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  reaatted  .yaao,  tan ;  nay%  tweo- 
tywQioa  The  hill  was  then  pasiwd— yeaa,  twen- 
ly-nioe;  nays,  aine.  it  waa  mypieflred  by  the 
President  on  the  thirteenth  of  MKrch,  Idfii. 

Xo.  XXIIL— 7^  £01  to  provide  An-  He  Ap- 

poiiUment  qf  Sutlers  in  the  VolunUor  Art- 

ice^  and  to  define  their  Duties, 

In  the  Senate,  on  thesecond  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  WilsoB,  of  MuwachiTiettSy  agraoably  to  no- 
Uoe,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  sut- 
lers in  the  volunteers,  and  to  defii|e  their  duties, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  refen%d  to  the  Oom- 
mitteeon  Military  Aiaira  Oa  the  seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments^  The 
bill -provided: 

That  the  inspector-generals  of  the  army  should 
oonstituto  a  board  of  offieers,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  prepare  a  list  of  such  articl^  as 
might  be  sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  aad  sol- 
diers of  the  volunteer  service — ^the  list  to  be*8ub- 
ject  to  such  revision  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board,  the  good  of  the  servioe  might  reqaare;  but 
the  sale  of  iatoxicatiag  liquoas  should  be  in  no 
way  authorised  by  the  board.  A  eopy  of  the 
lisl^  and  of  any  subsequent  change  theraia,  and 
a  copy  of  the  act  should  be  funiished  by  the 
boaid  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  brigade 
aad  of  each  regiment  net  attached  to  any  brigade 
in  the  volunteer  service. 

That  the  actaos  briga4iori9sn«ral,  surgeon, 
quarierauuter,  and  eommissary  of  a  brigade 
should  constitute  a  board  of  offices,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  affix  to  eaeh  artide  in  the  list  a 
price  Ua  said  brigade,  which  should  be  by  them 
forthwith  reported  to  the  commaadiag  officer  of 
the  division,  if  any,  to  which  said  brigade  is  at 
tached,  for  his  approval,  witei  or  without  modi 
fiioation,  and  who  should,  after  sach  i^proval, 
report  the  same  to  the  iB«»ector-geaeral ;  and  the 
same^  if  not  disi^^^^  W  ^^^  should  be  tlie 
price  not  exceeding  whieh  said  articles  might  be 
sold.  Whenever  any  brigade  should  not  be  at- 
tached to  a  division,  said  prises  should  then  be 
reported  directly  to  the  inspector^enoral,  and  if 
ai^oved  by  htm,  should  be  the  price  fixed  for 
such  brigade  as  afoaasaid;  and  whenever  any 
regiment  should  be  unattached  to  any  briga<ie, 
the  acting  colonel,  lieatenant-colonel,  mi^or,  anji 
two  senior  capteins  thereof  sho«ld  constitute  the 
board  of  officers  by  whom  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticles should  be  fixed  for  said  regiment  in  the 
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flame  manner  as  was  provided  for  an  uiMtlaetMid 
brigade.  The  ivrices  so  fixed  mif  hi  be  changed 
bj  the  fooardft  respectively  from  time  to  tine 'not 
oflener  than  once  tn  thirty  days. 

That  it  shoald  be  the  duty  of  the  eonnnandhvg 
officer  of  cAch  briga^  npon  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
the  list  and  copy  of  the  act,  to  cause  one  sutler 
for  eafch  regiment  in  his  brigade,  to  be  selected 
by  the  commissioned  officers  of  soeh  regiment, 
which  srieolion  shonld  be  by  hiib  reported  to  the 
adjutant-genera!  of  the  army ;  and  if  the  same 
was  not  disapproved  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  person  so  selected  riiould  be  commissioned 
as  sole  sutler  of  the  regiment  Any  vacancy  In 
the  office  of  su^r,  caused  by  the  disapproval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  from  any  other  cause, 
should  be  fitted  in  i^e  same  way  as  an  Original 
appointment 

That  the  antlets  chosen  and  commis^oned 
should  each  be  authorized  to  sell  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  for  which  he  had 
been  chosen  the  articles  designated  in  the  list 
provided  in  Hie  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  t6e  articles. 
He  shonld  keep  the  K^  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  act  posted  pp  in  some  conspicuous  part  of 
the  place  where  m  made  Ms  sales. 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector- 
general  to  canse  the  place  of  sale  and  articles 
kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  sutlers,  to  be  in- 
spected from  time  to  thne,  once  in  fifteen  days  at 
least,  by  soow  competent  officer,  and  such  chang- 
es in  the  place,  or  in  the  quality  and  character 
of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  list  so  kept  as 
should  be  required  by  said  officer,  should  be  con- 
formed to  by  each  sutler. 

That  there  should  be  no  sutler  appointed  for 
or  permitted  to  sell  to  or  tradk  wiih  the  officers 
or  soldiers  of  any  regiment  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice except  such  as  should  be  seieeted  and  oom^ 
missioned  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act 

That  any  mitler  who  shonld  vi<4kte  any  of  tiie 
prorisions  of  this  act  should,  upon  conviction 
thereof;  be  disraisfled  from  the  service  and  be  in- 
eligible to  a  reippohitment,  and  should  forfeit  all 
goods,  sbattela,  and  elfbcts  found  witiiin  the  lines 
of  the  army  at  ^e  time  of  such  violation,  one 
half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the  other 
half  to  the  tme  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
should  furnish  s*oh  evidence  as  shocdd  laad  to  a 
conviction  for  «ay  such  violfttion. 

The  Military  Committee  proposed  to  amend  the 
first  section,  requirfaig  reports  to  be  made  to  the 
adjotant-general    instead   of  lAie  ti»peoto#gen- 


erals,  and  the  ameadmeat  was  aiB'^ed  to.  The 
Commtltee  proposed  to  atrlke  out  the  provisiOB 
prohibiting  ilhe  appeMment  of  a  sutler  exeept 
such  as  should  he  aeleeted  aeoordiag  to  tbs  prO> 
visions  of  the  aot,  and  insert  that  **  ao  peraon  shai 
be  permitted  to  act  as  sutler  unless  apfM>inted 
according  to  the  prevl^oiiB  of  tbis  aot ;  nor  shall 
any  pereon  be  sutler  for  mora  than  one  regiment ; 
nor  shall  any  sutler  farm  out  or  underlet  the  bu- 
siness of  sutling  fr  the  privileges  granted  to  him 
ij  his  appointment;  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the 


army  i^eelve  from  any  sutler  any  money,  or 
oilier  presents;  and  any  officer  receiving  such 
presents,  direetly  or  indireetly,  shall  be  dismissed 
frem  the  mrvioe.  Ne  tutier  shall  sell  to  an  en- 
lisled  man  on  cndlt  to  a  sum  exeee^Kng  one  fourth 
of  his  monthly  pay  within  the  same  month ;  nor 
simll  the  regimental  quartermasters  allow  the  use 
of  army  wagons  for  sutiers*  purposes,  nor  shall 
the  quartermasters'  conveyances  he  used  for  the 
transportation  of  sutlers'  soppHes:  Pr&tidedy 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  sutlers  a  lien  upon  any  pm*t  of 
the  soldier's  pay."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  iasert  as  a  subr 
stftnte:  ''That  from  and  after  the  first  di^  of 
February,  1869,  the  position  of  regimental  and 
brigade  sutiers  shall  be  abolished  in  tlm  army  of 
the  United  States,  regular  and  volunteer  forces." 
Mr.  Lane  declared  iragimental  sutlers  unneces- 
sary to  the  service ;  the  sutler  was  aa  actual  in- 
Jury  to  the  service.  Mr.  Witooa  had  intended, 
when  he  moved  in  the  matter  eariy  in  the  aes- 
sion,  to  abolish  the  sutlers  aad  adopt  a  system 
such  as  we  had  in  the  navy ;  bat  after  consulting 
with  the  Quartermaster-General,  the  Oommissary- 
General,  the  Inspeotor-Genovla,  the  officers  in 
the  field,  and  with  genilemen  of  large  experience, 
he  had  found  it  very  dttlcult  t*  apply  to  the  land 
volunteer  force  the  system  so  successfully  work- 
ing in  the  navy.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
reguUte  rather  than  abolish.  Mr.  "Pen  Eyck,  of 
New-Jersey,  thought  the  bill  proposed  would 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, of  Minnesota,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane.  Mr.  Fes- 
senden  was  in  ihvor  of  some  bill  that  would  cor- 
rect the  abuses,  and  the  propositien  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son struck  him  fiivorably.  Mr.  OarKsle  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  a  tobaeoo  ration,  and  abolishing 
sutlers  altogether.  Mr.  Ghimes  hoped  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Garlisle  would  not  be  adopted.  Mr.  Oar- 
lisle  would  **  strike  at  the  existence  of  these  offi- 
ces ;  out  them  down  if  tiiey  are  unnecessary ; 
guard  the  soldier  in  the  field  from  the  sharks 
that  are  now  foUowimr  flie  army,  that  are  absorb- 
ing what  a  generous  Government  is  giving  to  its 
soldiers  for  their  serviees,  and  ^mt  afe  tiirowing, 
as  I  know  is  the  case  in  my  own  portion  of  the 
country,  on  the  oharities  of  these  with  wfamn  the 
families  of  the  soldiers  reside  to  foniish  to  them 
the  aieanB  of  support"  On  the  thiiteentl^  the 
Senate  resumed  the  ceasidswitioM  of  ^e  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  OarUsle's 
motion  to  recommit  with  inslruotioBS.  Mr.  Bsle 
was  for  the  ahlitlau  sf  eutlorships  altogether. 
Kfr.  Wllsoo  said  if  Senates  tM  m»t  wish  to  pass 
tha  bill  there  was  tout  one  oHmv  plan  to  adopt, 
and  tlMrt  was  to  aaMieffiue  the  Geivemmeat  to 
furnish  the  needed  articles,  and  to  authorize 
quartermasters  to  dmw  for  tlism  and  deliver 
them  to  soIdisTs  at  cost  prioes.  Mr.  Oollamer 
suggested  the  modification  of  Mr.  Oarlisle's 
amendment  so  that  tobacco  may  be  fiimished  to 
soldiers  who  would  pay  for  it ;  and  the  motion 
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WIS  80  modified.  On  the  twepiy-ninth, 
resumed  the  oonadentioa  of  the  bill  Mr.  Wil- 
son slated  th«t  his  enginal  piurpoao  wms  to  lid 
the  service  of  sutlors  and  adopt  a  sjwtem  sueh 
as  ozisted  in  thenarv ;  andhehad  prepared  with 
some  oare  aueh  a  biU,  aad  he  was  readjr  to  pra* 
sent  it  But  '^  an  reflecUoo,  od  all  the  axamia- 
ation  I  can  give  the  salgeot,  oo  inquiry  at  the 
War  Office^  a4  the  ooDunisBary  departiaeat,  a4 
the  quarfeerraaater^a  departmant^  on  consulUtikHi 
with  officers  io  the  field,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
origtaal  biU  as  it  was  reported  by  the  Comoiittea 
on  Military  Affair^  which  is  a  bill  of  regulatioiif 
will  correot  nearly  all  tha  abuses  that  now  exist 
I  therefeM  prater  to  make  an  smendman^  t»  tha 
first  aactioa  of  the  original  hill,  an  amendment 
which  I  htkTe  piepared,  on  oonsultation  with  sot- 
oral  offioers  in  tha  field,  and  with  persona  who 
understand  tha  aubject 

*^  I  propeaa  to  add  Io  the  first  sentence  of  tha 
first  seotion  of  the  biU  tha  list  of  artiales  that 
we  propose  to  alloar  sutlers  to  sell  This  list 
may  be  modified  and  changed  by  the  inspao* 
tor^penersls  of  the  army,  fix>m  lime  to  time,  as 
they  see  fit  I  pvapose  to  «mend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  so  it  wttl  read:  That  the  ^pectoi^ 
General  of  tha  army  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
officers,  whose  duty  it  abail  be  to  prepare,  im- 
mediately after  tha  pannago  of  this  act,  a  list  or 
schedule  <tf  the  faUowing  articles,  Whidi  maj  be 
sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
volunteer  serviee^  to  wit :  Apples,  dried  apples, 
orangwi;  figs,  lemona,  butter,  cheese,  milk,  sirup- 
molsBses,  raisins,  candles,  crackers,  wallets, 
brooms,  comfortera,  boots,  pocket  looking-glass- 
es, tin  glasses,  tin  wash-basins,  shirt-buttons, 
horn  and  braaa  buttons,  newspapers,  books,  to- 
bacco, segars,  pipea,  mat<rhe«,  bladcing,  bluing- 
brushes,  elathes-hrushes,  tooth-brushesT  l^ur- 
brushea,  ooafse  and  fine  combs,  «mery,  cro- 
cus, podcat-handkerahiels,  stationary,  armor-oil^ 
sweet-oil,  rotten  stone,  razor-strops,  razors,  shav- 
ing-soap, soap,  suspendera,  scissors,  shoie-strings, 
needles,  thread,  knives,  pencils,  and  Bristol- 
brick."  Tha  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Lane's  motion  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  enaetiag  danse,  and  inserting  a  provision 
abolishing  suUerships  altogether,  was  lost  Tha 
bill  was  &en  passed  without  a  division.  In  tha 
House,  on  tha  fiftl^af  Ifareh,  Mr.  Bhur,  fieom  tha 
Military  Gemmittea,  raperted  hack  tha  Senate 
bill  to  provide  for  Ike  appointment  <j£  sutlees* 
On  tha  tenlh,  the  Honae  reanmad  ita  considera- 
tion. Tha  Mililssf  Cowmitrca  reported  an 
aant,  striking  ant  tha  annmeratod  list  of 
in  tha  first  aaation,  and  the  ■mendmsnt 
was  aoraad  taw  Tha  nent  nwendmnnt  proposed 
to  Btrtte  a«t  tha  thM  aaetian,  providmg  to  tha 
appointmant  of  anttars  by  te  ailcsn  of  ngh 
menil%  and  have  them  appainlod  as  prondad  by 
kw.  Hie  amendment  was  lost  The  Commit- 
tee raportad  an  amendment  Io  the  iMiith  section, 
Otiie  antler  a  lien  on  one  aixth  of  the  of- 
and  soldien'  pay.  Ifr.  Thomas,  of  Massn- 
chusetts,  proposed  to  amend  tha  section  so  aa  to 
declare  that  the  sutler  should  have  no  legal  claim 


9§otL  any  officer,  nan-commissioned  officer,  or 
privftti^  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  fourth  of 
^  MT,  for  articles  sold  during  any  month.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  ta  On  motion  of  Mr. 
l^hite,  of  Indiana,  the  vote  striking  out  the  list 
of  articles  io  the  first  section  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  amendment  rejected.  Mr.  Wri^t,  of 
Penni^lvania,  proposed  to  modify  the  Commit- 
tee's amandniant  to  the  fourth  sectioi^  so  that 
sutlers  might  have  a  lien  en  the  soldiers*  pay, 
provided  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  only 
the  articles  desigpated  in  the  list  or  schedule 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  sn^  artidea, 
aa  herein  provided,  and  the  section  was  so 
amended.  The  seventh  section  was  so  an*  nded 
aa  to  provide  that  any  sutler  who  should  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  should,  by  the 
colonel,  with  consent  of  the  oauncU  of  adminis- 
tration, be  dismissed  from  the  service.  Mr.  Aid- 
rich,  of  Minnesota,  propoaed  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  any  regnuent  should  have  the  power 
to  dispense  with  a  sutler,  whenever  a  nuyority 
of  the  regiment  should,  so  determine ;  but  the 
amendment  was  lost  Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  substitute  for  the  bill  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  office  of  sntler  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice of  the  army  of  the  United  States  should  be 
abolished :  Provided,  That  the  act  take  effi»ct, 
and  be  in  force  firom  and  after  the  first  day  of 
the  coming  May.  The  amendment  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  bill  as  amended  t^kssed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to 
the  House  amendments  to  the  sutler's  bill, 
asked  a  committee  of  conferaoce,  and  the  chair 
appointed  3fr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr. 
Wright  conferses.  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blair,  agreed  to  a  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
afmointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson, 
ofPennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Ulinois, 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conferance^  reported  tW  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  trs^  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  amendments  of  the 
House ;  that  the  Senate  secede  from  ite  disa- 
greement to  the  second  amendment  of  the  House, 
whioh  gave  a  lien  of  one  sixth  on  the  monthly 
psf^  of  officers  and  privates,  with  a  proviso,  that 
if  any  paymaster  in  tha  service  of  the  United 
States  should  allow,  or  p%y  any  greater  sum  to 
any  autlav  than  that  thereby  authorised  to  be  re- 
tained finom  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioneii  officenii  musicians,  or  privates,  iar  articles 
sold  by  any  si&tler  during  an^-ona  month,  then 
tha  anmint  ao  allowed  or  paid  by  the  pa^rmas- 
tar  should  be  charged  ^^^aMi4  the  said  pay  mas- 
tar,  and  dadneted  from  his  pay,  and  returned  to 
thn  officer,  non-commiasioned  officer,  musician, 
or  privnk%  sjiinst  labnm  tha  amount  was  origin- 
ally oha^e«L  And  a^y  captain  or  lieutenant 
oommandmg  a  aompany,  who  dight  certify  any 
pay-roll,  bmng  a  chi^^  in  lavor  of  the  sutler 
against  any  officer,  non-conupissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  larger  or  greater  than  9oe 
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gizth  of  the  monthly  par  of  such  offloer,  no»< 
commissioned  officer,  mufficiAn,  of  privAtei  ahould 
be  poDiahed  at  the  disoretton  of  *  oomt-imftMl ; 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  diaagreeaient  to 
the  eighth  aoiendiiMni  of  the  Ho«aa  with  am 
amendaient  pnm^finf  that  the  sutler  diemiaaed 
for  violation  of  the  lawa  should,  ia  addition,  be 
ineligible  to  a  reitppointmeBl  as  sutler  ia  the 
service  of  the  United  States  Tba  report  w$B 
concarred  in.  The  House,  on  4ke  seventeenth, 
adopted  the  report  of  the  conference  oommittee 
made  bf  Mr.  Blair,  and  the  Prasident  approved 
the  bill  on  the  nineteenth  of  Xareh,  1868. 

No.  XXiy. — Joint  Eesolution  a^ithoriiinff  the 
Seoreiary  of  War  to  accept  Moneys  appro- 
priated by  any  State  for  ike  JP^'ment  ef  ite 
Volunteers, 

In  the  Senate,  m  the  alereMth  of  Mamah,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported \jH>^^  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secra'^ 
tary  of  War  to  aoe^t  moneys  appropriated  by 
any  State  for  the  payment  of  ito  TolunteeeSi  and 
to  apply  the  same  as  directed  by  such  State. 

It  aathorised  the  Secretarv  of  War,  if  any 
State  during  the  {Mvsent  rebAlion  should  make 
any  appropriftliett  to  pay  the  volunteers  of  that 
State,  to  MQ^t  the  same,  and  cause  it  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  nymMter-General  to  the  payments 
designed  by  the  legislative  act  making  the  appro* 
priation,  in  the  aaase  manner  as  if  appn^niated 
by  act  of  Caagrett ;  and  also  to  make  any  regu- 
lations that  might  be  necessary  for  the  disburse- 
ment and  proper  application  of  such  funds  to  the 
specific  purpose  for  which  they  might  be  appro- 
priated by  the  sevend  States.  On  the  twelfth,  it 
was  oonadered  and  passed. 

The  Housa,  on  the  thirtaanth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bhir,  nfcrred  it  te  the  Military  Committee, 
and  en  the  nineteenth  Mr.  OUn,  of  New-York,  re- 
ported it  baek  without  amendment  After  de- 
bate, ia  which  Mr.  Olin,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Edwards  toak  part,  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed.  It  vraa  approved  by  the  Passidant  on 
the  nineteenth  of  March,  1868. 

No.  XXY._7%6  Joint  Beeolution  authoriein^ 
the  Preeident  to  aeeiga  the  Command  of  Throope 
in  tJhe  eame  Field  or  Dipartment  to  Officers  qf 
the  eame  Qrade^  Kithoit  regard  to  Seniority » 
In  the  Senate,  on  thefimrteeathofMarch,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Masaaohusalts,  £r«m  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ifilitary  A fidrs,  reported  a  joint  rssolation 
to  aathorise  fixe  Prendent  te^assign  tUb  conmuuid 
of  troopa  in  the  sane  field  or  dapMinont,  tft  offi- 
cers of  the  same  gmda,  without  r^;Mrd  to  senior- 
ity. It  provided  that  whenever  mflitary  opemr 
tions  might  require  the  pvesenee  of  twe  or  more 
officers  of  the  same  grade  ia  the  aaae  field  or 
department,  the  Preaidetvt  might  aasign  the  com* 
mand  wHhDut  regard  to  seasoiity  of  rank;  and 
also  that  he  might  dismias  from  the  service,  at 
his  discretion,  without  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  any  officer  of  the  army,  when,  in  his 
judgment,  the  efficiency  of  the  service  would  be 
promoted.  I 


Mr,  Sherman  thought  it  a  very  great  power  to 
authorise  the  President,  at  his  discretion,  to  dis- 
miss an  officer.  Mr.  McDou^all  desired  that  the 
rsBolution  Aould  lie  ever  for  conftideratioa.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the  seven- 
teenth, reauflied  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion. After  remaika  bgr  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Nes- 
mitb,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee.  On  the  eighteaath,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  anthorisin|(  the  Presi- 
dent to  dismiss  ftoaa  the  service,  at  his  discretion, 
without  the  sentence  of  a  cousi-martial,  any  offi- 
cer of  the  army,  when  in  hia  jodgaMnt  the  effi- 
cieney  of  the  service  would  be  promoted  thereby ; 
the  amendment  waa  agreed  ta  The  Joint  reso- 
lution providing  that,  whenever  military  opera- 
tions might  reqaire  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
officers  sir  the  same  jprade  in  the  same  field  or 
depuiment,  the  President  might  assign  the  com- 
mand of  the  teees  in. such  neld  or  department 
without  rogsrd  to  seniority  ai  nink,  waa  paesed 
without  oppositaon.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  April,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Featoo,  of  New-York, 
the  reaolution  waa  reftrred  to  the  Militarv  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Olin  asoved  to  reoonsider  the  veto 
of  reference,  and  it  was  agreed  to*«yoes,  sixty- 
seven  |  nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Stovens  moved 
that  the  resolution  he  qo  the  table — ^yeas,  fosty- 
four;  nays,  sixty-one.  Mr.  Yallandigham  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  aa^s  on  ito  passage,  and 
they  wereordered-^yeas,  eighty-one;  nays,  forty. 
So  the  resolution  was  paesed,  and  approved  by 
the  Preaident  on  the  Ibnrth  of  April,  186^ 

No.  XXYL^BiU  to  inoreaee  the  Efficiency  qf  the 
Medical  Depa/rtment  qf  the  Army, 
In  ttm  Senate^  on  the  seventh  of  February, 
1862,  1^  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  efficient  of  the  medical  deaartment  of  the 
army,  whmh  waa  read  twioe  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty- 
second,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
proceeded  to  consider  it^'  the  pending  question 
being  on  theameodment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee.  The  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  an 
aflMndment  of  seven  sections,  in  the  aature  of  a 
anhstitttte.  It  provided  that  there  should  be 
added  to  the  preeent  medical  corps  of  the  army 
tea  sorgeeas  and  tea  aasiets  ntemywai^  to  be 
pro«koted  and  an^tod  uader  existiog  laws ; 
twenty  medical  oadetS)  and  as  many  hospital 
stewards  aethe Surgeon-Qeneral  uaje^^  consider 
neoessary  for  the  public  aervice.  That  the  Sur- 
geeti>Qeaeral  slieuld  have  the  rank,  pay.  and 
emolwmeatsef  abrigadier-geearal.  Thm  should 
be  one  assistant  suiveon^eneral  and  one  medical 
iaq>ecter-general  of  hospitals,  each  with  thecank, 
pay,  sad  emolianeats  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry ;  and 
the  medical  inspectorfeooral  should  have,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-Qeneral,  the  super- 
vision of  all  that  rehUes  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  army,  whether  in  transports,  quarters,  or 
camps*  and  of  the  hygiene,  police,  discipline,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S8 


REBELLION  REGOBB,  lb64. 


efficiency  of  field  and  general  hospttak^  under 
such  regalatimig  as'  might  theteafter  be  estab- 
lished. That  there  abould  be  eight  medieal  i»- 
spectors,  with  the  rank,  phf^  and  enokiinenta 
each  of  a  lieateoMit-eolottel  of  cavalry,  and  whe 
should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  inspeeling 
the  sanitary  <mdition  of  transports,  quarters, 
and  camps,  of  field  and  general  hospitals,  and 
who  should  report  to  the  medieal  inspecfcor-gea- 
eral,  under  such  tegulatipns  as  might  be  there- 
after establiflbed,  all  drcurastanees  relating  to  the 
sanitary  condition  an4  wants  of  troops  and  of 
hospitals,  and  to  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  attendants  connected 
with  th<l  medical  depa>l«enl  l%at  the  Sumeeii- 
General,  the  assistant  suKgeoD-geneFal,  medical 
inspeotor-general,  and  medical  inspectors,  should 
be  appointed  by  tiie  President^  by  and  wUh  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  selection 
from  the  surgeons  of  Ihe  army,  without  regird  to 
thehr  rank  when  so  selected.  That  medical  pur- 
yeyors  should  bt  cfaaiiged,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Surgeon-Oeneral,  with  the  selection  and  pur- 
chase of  aH  medical  supplies,  including  new  stand* 
ard  preparations,  and  of  all  books,  instruments, 
hospital  stores,  furniture^  and  other  articles  re- 
quired for  the  sick  and  winded  of  the  army. 
In  all  cases  of  emeiigency  they  might  provide 
such  additional  aeeosunodations  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  army,  and  might  transport  such 
medical  supplies  as  ofaroumstances  might  render 
necessary,  under  such  regulations  as  might  be 
thereafter  established,  and  should  make  prompt 
and  inmiediate  issues  upon  all  special  requisitions 
made  upon  them  under  such  circumstances  by 
medical  officers;  and  the  special  requisitions 
should  consist  simply  of  a  list  of  the  articles  re- 
quired, the  quantities  required,  dated,  and  signed 
by  the  medical  officer  lequiring  them.  Thfll  when- 
ever the  inspector-general,  or  any  one  of  the  medi- 
cal inspectors,  sho^d  rmort  aa  officer  of  the  med- 
ical corps  as  disqualified,  by  age  or  otherwise,  for 
promotion  to  a  higher  grade,  or  unfitted  for  the 
performance  of  his  professional  duties,  he  should 
oe  reported  by  the  Surgeon-Qeneral  for  examina- 
tion to  a  medical  board,  as  provided  by  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  act  approved  August  third, 
1861. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  **  surseons "  and 
inserting  the  words  **  medical 'corps,  so  that  it 
would  provide  that  the  Sui^geon-Oenei*!,  the  as- 
sistant surgeon-general,  mediosl  iiispeetsr<geii- 
eral,  and  medical  inspectors  should  be  appoint 
ed  from  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  mstead* 
of  ^e  surgeons.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Bice,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  WOson,  and 
Mr.  Sherman  partteipated,  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  te^  Mr.  Grimes  then 
mov«t  to  amend  the  same  section  by  adding  after 
the  words  inserted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
words  ^*  or  of  the  volunteer  medical  corps  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,*^  so  that  the  officers 
might  be  selected  from  the  medical  corps  of  the 
army  or  of  the  volunteers.  After  debate,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Grimes  to  the  amendment  of 


Ae  Military  Committee  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  *^  by 
selection  horn  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or 
from  the  vohMiteer  medical  corps  in  the  service 
o€  the  United  States,  without  reoard  to  their 
rank  when  so  seleeted;"  aa  that  &e  President 
could  select  in  or  out  of  the  military  serviei ;  but 
the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Latfaaita,  of 
Oalifomia,  moved  that  volunteer  surgeom  should 
be  examined  for  their  appointments ;  but  ihe 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  amendment  of 
the  Military  Committee  was  amended  by  striking 
out  the  words,  '*  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall 
have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  briga- 
dier^neral.**  The  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  that  the  assistant  surgeon-general, 
and  the  medical  inspector-general  of  hospitals 
should  have  the  tank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
colonels  of  cavalry,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  words  ^^ooloneis  of  cavalry"  were 
stricken  out,  and  *^  surgeons  of  ten  yea^*  serv- 
ice" inserted.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the 
amendment  was  further  amended,  so  that  the 
medical  inspectors  should  have  the  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments  of  **  assistant  surgeons  of  ten 
years*  service,"  instead  of  ^Mientenant-oolonels 
of  cavalry."  'On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  it  was 
amended  so  that  the  provisions  of  the  blil  should 
continue  only  during  the  rebellion,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  Military  Comniittee,  as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  awended,  pass- 
ed without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  eleventh,  referred  the  bill 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  on  the  twelfth  it 
was  re)K>rted  back  by  Mr.  Blaur,  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  the  nature  of  a  substitute;  the  substi- 
tute being  the  ori^piMl  bill  reported  by  the  Sen- 
ate Military  Committee. '  On  the  eighteenth,  tiie 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  the  pend 
ing  question  being  on  tibe  substitute  reported  by 
the  Military  Oosimittee.  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Sherman, 
of  New-Tork,  Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Kel- 
loggi  of  Ulinois,  discussed  its  provisiona.  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section, 
^'  that  their  pay,  and  that  of  all  hospital  stew- 
ards in  the  volunteer  as  well  as  in  the  regular 
service,  shall  be  forty-five  dollars  per  molif^  and 
one  ration,  to  be  computed  fi*om  the  passage  of 
this  act**  On  the  ninth  of 'April,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  oonsideratioo  of  the  bifl.  After  de- 
bale,  Mr.  Sherman^s' amendment  was  agreed  ta 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Penosylvaaia,  thea  moved  to 
amend  the  pr(^M)sed  substitute  by  striking  out 
the  words  *^the  Suiigeon-Geoeral  to  be  appointed 
under  this  act  shall  hava  the  rank,  {mj,  and 
emolomentsof  a  bri||;adier-(9eneral ;"  but  after  de- 
bate it  was  r^ted.  Mr.  Wallaoe,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, BM>ved  to  amend  by  striking  est  the  word 
'*  regular,"  so  that  the  iH[>pointment8  could  be 
made  from  the  volunteer  or  regular  forces.  The 
amendmea*  was  agreed  to,  the  substitute  report* 
ed  by  the  Military  Committee,  as  amended^  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  passed. 
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The  Senate  on  the  tenth,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House,  and,  on  motton  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  "Witeoti,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Nesmith,  were  ap- 
pointe<^  managers.  The  Hoase  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Blaif,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylrania,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  of  New-York,  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  **  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Hodie  to  the 
bill,  with  the  following  amendments :  in  aection 
one,  line  seven,  after  the  word  *  seryiee,'  strike 
out  the  words  'shall  he  forty^-flve  dollars  per 
month  and  one  iMon,'  and  insert  in  lieu,  there- 
of the  words  *  shall  he  thirty  dollars  per  month ;' 
and  at  the  end  of  said  section  add  as  follows : 
*  and  all  medical  cadets  in  the  service  shall,  in 
addition  to  their  pay,  receive  one  ration  per  day, 
either  in  kind  or  commutation.'  In  section  sev- 
en of  said  amendment  of  the  House,  strike  out 
the  whole  section,  and  in  lien  thereof  insert  the 
seventh  section  of  the  original  bill  of  the  Senate, 
with  the  following  amendment  thereta :  at  the  end 
of  the  said  seventh  section  of  the  Senate  bill  add 
as  follows :  '  Provided^  however^  That  when  this 
act  shall  expire,  all  officers  who  shall  have  been 
promoted  from  th^fnedical  staff  of  the  army  un- 
der this  act  shall  retain  their  respective  rank  in 
the  army  with  such  promotion  as  they  would 


eralton  «f  tiM  bill ;  it  was  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  so  as  to  apply  only  to  soldiers  in 
peroMMent  hosmlalfl,  and  passed  without  a  divi 
ston.  In  tlie  Mouse,  on  the  twelfth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Feotoo,  of  New-York. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
so  amended  as  to  require  the  oeBsent  of  the  en- 
listed man  to  his  discharge  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors. It  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 
The  Senate,  on  the  same  day,  concurred  in  the 
House  amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
Presi^nt  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  18M. 


have  been  entitled  to.'^  The  Senate  concurred 
in  the  report  On  the  fifteenth,  Mr.  Blair  report- 
ed to  die  House,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1862. 

No.  XXVII.— 7^  Bill  to  faeilitate  ^  ZHb- 
charge  ofJ^listedMmforFhyBtcalBimbilitl^. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-flinth  of  April, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  facilitate  Uie  discharge  of  enlisted  men 
for  physical  disability,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  se- 
cond of  May,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Oommittea, 
reported  it  hack  without  amendment 

It  empowered  the  medical  inspector  general,  or 
any  medical  inspector,  to  discharge  from  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  any  soldier  or  enlisted 
man  laboring  under  any  physical  <fisabiltty  which 
made  it  disadvantageous  to  the  service  that  he 
be  retained  therein  ;  and  the  certificate  in  writ- 
ing of  the  inspector  general  or  medical  inspector, 
setting  forth  the  existence  and  nature  of  such 
physical  disability.  Was  to  be  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  discharge ;  but  it  was  provided  that  every 
such  certificate  should  appear  on  its  fitce  to  have 
been  founded  on  personal  inspection  of  the  sol- 
dier discharged,  and  should  specifically  describe 
the  nature  and  origin  of  his  disability ;  and  that 
the  discharge  should  be  without  preiudice  to  the  I 
right  of  the  soldier  to  the  pay  doe  him  at  its 
date. 


Na  XXniL^Bitt  to  muO^orim  tho  Appoint^ 

mont  of  Medioal  Storekeopon. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  180S, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  ttom  the  Military  Oimmit- 
tee  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  medi- 
cal storekeepers.     It  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  add  to  the  medical  department  of  the  ar- 
my, medical  storekeepers,  not  exceeding  six  in 
number,  who  were  to  have  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  military  storekeepers  in  the  quarter- 
master's department,   who  were  to  be  skilled 
apothecaries  or  druggists,  who  were  to  give  the 
bond  and  security  reqiifa^  by  exiting  laws  for 
military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, and  to  be  stationed  at  such  points  as  the 
necessities  of  the  army  might  require.    The  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  were  to  remain  in  force  only  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion.    On  the  eighth, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration,   and 
amended  it  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  by  adding 
a  section,  providing  that  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  if  he  should  deem  it  nece^ 
sary,  a  chaplain  for  each  permanent  hospital, 
whose  pay,  with  that  of  chaplains  of  hospitals 
heretofore  appointed  by  him,  should  be  the  same 
as  that  of  r^mental  chaplains  in  the  volunteer 
force,  and  who  should  be  subject  to  snch  rales  in 
relation  to  leave  of  abseaoe  from  duty  as  were 
prescribed  for  commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 
It  was  then  passed.    In  the  House,  on  the  flif- 
teenth,  Mr.  Blair  reported  baok  the  bill  from  the 
Military  Committee,  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, imd  under  ks  operation  it  was  passed.     It 
was  approved  by  the  tVesidant  en  the  twentieth 
of  May,  1862. 

Na  XXIX. — A  Bin  providing  that  Company 
OMcen  of  Voliinteon  should  he  paid  on  the 
Pay-Soli  of  their  Eegiment  or  Vompany^  ex- 
cept when  on  Detached  Serwce. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-second  of  June, 
1862,  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a  bill 
providing  that  ofiloers  of  volunteers  should  be 
paid  on  3ie  pay-rolls  of  the  regiments  or  compa- 
nies to  which  they  belonged^  which  was  read 
twioe,  and  referred  to  the  ^Hnmittee  on  Military 
Affiiirs.     On  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  India- 
na, reported  U  back  without  amendment      It 
provided  that  company  officers  of  volunteers 
should  be  paid  on  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  of 
their  company,  party,  or  detachment,  and  not 
otherwise,  except  when  such  officer  should  be  on 


On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consid- 1  de&iiled  service  without  troops,  or  on  leave  of  ah- 
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sence.  The  bHl  mw  pMsed  witiioui  •  ^iMon. 
The  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wilson,  took  It  mp,  oonsidere^  tmi  fii  H, 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  Preaident  on  the 
eighteenth  of  Juna,  18M. 

No.XXX.— UHI  to  HmH  Hfe  Ifumher  ff  Majr^r- 
GemraU  and  Briffodiar^GenerefU  ^  he  ap- 
pointed. 

In  the  Senate,  oo  the  aeoood  of  Mi^,  18dS. 
Mr.  Grimea  introduced  a  bill  to  limit  the  appoint- 
ment of  major-generals  and  brigadier-generals  in 
the  army  and  foluateetB,  whioh  was  read  twioa, 
and  referred  to  the  Goounittee  on  Military  Affiurs. 
On  the  fifth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
an  anMndmaat  It  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  twenty  muor-generals,  and  two  hundred  bri- 
gadier-geoerals.  The  amendment  proposed  to 
make  the  number  of  mi^or-generals  *'  thirty  **  in- 
stead of  ''  twenty/*  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  strike  out  *Hwo  bun- 
ded," and  inaert  *'one  hundred  and  eighty." 
The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Hale*s  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  fiu^ther  debated  bv  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Hide,  Mr.  Harrisi  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Ten  Sydc,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr.  Grimes.  The 
Senate  resumed  its  consideration  on  the  eighth, 
and  tiie  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's  amendment, 
and  it  was  loat— yeas,  sixtee* ;  nays,  nineteen. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  as  amended.  The 
House  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Olin^  on  the  tentli  of  June,  reported  it  back 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  should  not  pass, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  tiSble. 

No.   XXXL— 2%4  BiU  to  provide  Additional 
Medical  QgUom  qf  the  Volunteer  Service, 

In  the  06nale,  on  Hie  ninth  of  June,  18dS,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  biU  to 
provide  for  additional  medical  ol§oers,  wiiich  was 
read  twice,  and  reforred  to  liM  MiKtary  Comnit- 
toe.  On  the  tenth,  ^le  WH  waa  reported  baek  by 
Mr.  Wilson  without  aflMndmeat  H  authorised 
the  President,  by  mA  wfth  the  tdviee  mmi  oqb- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  forty  aorgeoas,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  assistant-surgeons  of 
volunteers,  who  were  to  nave  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  officers  of  corresponding  grades 
in  the  regular  army,  but  no  person  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  of  those  positions  unless  he 
should  have  been  previously  examined  by  a 
board  of  medical  officers  to  be  appohitcd  by  the  f 
Secretary  of  War,  and  vacancies  in  the  grade  of 
surseon  were  to  be  ftl!^  by  selection  from  the. 
grade  of  assistant-sargeon,  on  the  gronnd  of 
merit  only.  The  act  was  to  continue  in  force 
only  during  the  existenee  of  the  rebelKon.  The 
Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bin,  and  after  debaie,  in  which 
Mr-.  Wason,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Clark,  Ntt.  Foster, 
Mr.  Browning,  and  other  Senators  partioipated, 
it  was  passed  without  opposition.  In  the  House, 
on  the  thirteenth,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the 


BpMJieHs  taMe,  and  Mr.  Mair  moved  to  amend 
ft,  by  adding  two  additional  sections,  providing 
that  the  office  of  brigade  sui^eon  should  be  abo- 
lished, and  the  officers  of  tht^  corps  be  hereafter 
designated  surgeons  ef  volunteers,  and  in  all 
other  re^Mota  be  pot  upon  the  same  footing  as  to 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  with  the  surgeons 
provided  for  hi  the  act  .That  thei^e  should  be 
added  to  each  volunteer  ragiment  in  the  service, 
wm  as9i8taiit-su«geon,.to  be  appointed  according 
to  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  States,  provid- 
ing for  Che  appointoMnt  ef  regimental  surgeons. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  TriasMe,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as 
to  provide  that  the  surgeons  appointed  under  thia 
act,  ahoukl  be  under  forty  years  of  age.  The  bill 
was  then  passed  as  amended,  without  a  division. 
On  the  seventeeath,  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
House  amendments,  with  an  amendment  striking 
out  the{)roviso  that  the  surgeon  appointed  under 
the  act  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  the 
House  amendment.  On  the  second  of  July,  the 
President  returned  the  bill  without  his  approval, 
for  the  reason  that  he  had  signed  an  act  with  the 
same  title  intended  to  supersede  it,  and  on  the 
question,  shaU  the  bill  pass,  the  Senate  unani- 
mously voted  in  the  negative.  In  the  Senate,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officers  of  the 
volunteer  service.  The  object,  Mr.  Wilson  said, 
was  to  correoi  an  error  in  the  other  bill  then  in 
t^e  hands  of  the  President  It  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed*  On  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  the  House  took  from  the  Speaker's 
table  the  bill  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  and,  after  ex- 
planations, it  passed  unanimously,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  second  of  July, 
1862. 

No.  XXXIL— 2^  Joint  lUeolvtion  -to  eneour- 
age  BnliUmmUe  in  the  Regular  and  Volunteer 
Areee. 
^  In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Wil- 
son introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  encourage 
enhstmeuls  in  the  r^ular  army  and  volunteer 
fereea.  It  propoaed  that  so  much  of  the  ninth 
section  of  **  an  act  for  the  better  orsanizaiion  of 
the  military  eatablishment"  as  abolished  the 
premium  pud  for  bringing  accepted  recruits  to 
the  rendeavous,  should  be  repealed,  and  a  pre- 
mium of  two  dollars  be  paid  to  any  citizen,  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  soldier,  for  an  accepted 
recruit  for  the  regular  army ;  and  that  every  sol- 
dier who  enlisted,  either  in  the  regular  army  or 
the  volunteers,  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  might  receive  his  first  month's  pay  in  ad- 
vance, upon  the  mustering  of  his  company  into 
Che  service,  or  after  he  should  have  been  mus- 
tered into  and  joined  a  raiment  already  in  the 
servioe.     It  waa  considered  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth,  the  iomt 
resolution,  on  motaon  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
was  taken  np,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  eighteenth,  it  was 
reported  back  by  BIr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  and. 
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after  debate^  passed,  and  was  approved  hy  the 
President,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  1862. 

No.  XXXUL^BUl  mahmf  AftmprimHam/ar 
the  Support  p/A^Jwrnif. 

The  House,  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1862, 
passed  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  array,  lor  tne  year  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  l^HS. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fh^  of  June, 
Mr.  Fessenden,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  proceeded,  on  the  first 
of  July,  to  consider  the  bill  and  amendments.  The 
House  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  yofunteers, 
under  the  acts  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
fifth  of  Ji^jr,  1861,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  millioft  two  hundred  and  eighty -three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  of  it,  ^*  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dol- 
lars: Provided^  That  the  President  shall  n(rt  be 
authorized  to  increase  the  force  of  volunteers  be- 
yond the  number  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  rank  apd  file  ;   nor  to  appoint 

more  than  major-generals,  nor  more  than 

brigadier-generals.     And  all  acts  and  parts 

of  acts  authorizing  a  larger  force,  or  a  greater 
number  of  major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are 
above  provided  for,  are  hereby  repealed."  Mr. 
King  stated  that  ho  was  authorized  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  that  it  would  read  :  **  That  the 
President  shall  not  be  authorized  to  appoint 
more  than  forty  major-generals,  nor  more  than 
two  hundred  brigadier-generals,  and  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  authorizing  a  greater  number  of 
major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are  above  pro- 
vided for,  are  herebv  repealed.*'  After  debate,  in 
wiiich  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  King,  MV.'  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Bizon,,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Fos- 
terparticipated,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tno  bill  was  further  amended^  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Military  Committee,  by  adopting  new  sections, 
providiru;  ^*  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
clerical  force  of  the  Surgeon-General's  office  one 
clerk  of  dags  one,  and  one  clerk  of  class  two  ; 
and  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force 
of  the  Paymaster-Generars  ofllo^  three  clerks  of 
class  four,  six  clerks  of  class  three,  eleven  clerks 
of  class  two,  and  twenty  clerks  of  class  one ; 
and  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  Adjutant-General's  office 
two  clerks  of  class  four,  two  clerks  of  class  three, 
six  clerks  of  class  one,  and  ten  other  clerks  at  a 
monthly  compensation  of  sixty  dollars  each ;  and 
the  Adjutant-General  mieht  detail  ten  more  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  armv  as  clerks  in 
bis  oQlce.  That  section  five  of  the  *  Act  to  au- 
thoiize  the  employment  of  volunteers  to  aid  in 
eaforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  public  pro- 
perty,' approved  July  twenty-second,  1861 ;  and 
fiection  five  of  the  *Act  to  increase  the  present 


military  establishment  of  the  United  States,'  ap- 
proved July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  allow  twenty-five  dollars  of  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  therein  provided, 
to  be  paid  inMiiediately  after  enlislneitt  to  every 
soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  volunteer  forces 
thereaHer  enlistMl  during  the  esntinuance  of  the 
war ;  and  the  sum  of  aeven  niUioo  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
such  payments.  That  the  Premdent  of  the 
United  Stated  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the 
consent  and  advioe  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  as 
many  military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermas- . 
ter's  department  of  the  army  as  the  extf^encies  of 
the  service  might  require  :  Pnnided^  The  whole 
number  of  military  storekeepers  in  that  depart- 
ment should  not  exceed  twelve.  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the '  Act  to  found  a  mili- 
tary asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid 
and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,'  as  required  that  *all  monera,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thirds  of  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
hospital  fond,  and  of  the  poet  ftend  of  each  mil- 
itary station,  after  deducting  the  necessary  ex- 
penses,' should  be  set  apart  to  support  the  Mili- 
tary Asylum,  be  repealed."  And  ^at  two  mil- 
lion dollars  be  appropriated  for  providing  for  the 
comfort  of  discharged  soldiers,  who  migb^  arrive 
in  the  principal  eities  of  the  United  States,  cUsa- 
bled  by  disease  or  wounds,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  their  homes,  and  for  forwarding  destitute 
soldiers  to  their  homes.  The  House  concurred 
in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  passed,  and  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1863. 

Na  XXXIV.— 7%tf  Joint  Eesoluiion  proMing 
for  Me  Frmsntation  of  ''MedaU  qf  JTonar,'^ 
to  tke  Bnliatsd  Men  ^  the  Army  and  Volun- 
teer Ihreee^  teho  have  or  who  ma/y  distinguieh 
tkemeel^ee  in  BMie  di^ng  the  preeemt  BebeU 
Hon* 

In  tiM  Senate,  oa  tiM  thirtsenlh  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  tile  Military  Commit- 
tee a  joint  resolution  te  provide  for  the  presenta- 
tioa  oif  *^  nndals  of  hon<^  "  to  enlisted  nMn  dis- 
tingntahed  in  battle.  It  provided  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  should  be  authorised 
to  cause  two  thousand  *'  medals  of  honor  "  to  be 
prepared,  with  snitable  emblnlneitic  devioes,  and 
to  direet  that  the  same,  he  presented,  in  the 
name  of  Congress,  to  suoh  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  pnvmtss  as  should  most  distinguish 
themscAves  by  thefa-  gallnatry  in  action,  and  other 
soldier-like  qualities  dwing  the  present  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  pur|poae  of  carrying  the 
resolution  into  effect  On  the  nineteenth,  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  was  taken 
up,  ordered  to  be  engreaeed,  and  passed  without 
division.  In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  July, 
Mr.  Olin,  from  the  Militarv  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  for  the  presentation  of 
**  medals  of  honor,"  and  it  was  passed  without 
division,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  1862. 
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No.  XXXV. -^  The  BiU  prohibUing  tke  Oon- 
finement  qf  PerwM  in  the  Military  Service  of 
the  United  Statee  in  the  Penitentiary  eftie 
Diet/rict  of  Oolumbiti, 

In  the  Home  of  RepresentatlveB,  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  1863,  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
from  the  OommHlee  on  tiM  Judiciarj,  reported  » 
bill  to  prohibit  the  oooflnement  of  persons  in  the 
military  service  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  except  as  a  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  and  to  discharge  from  the  prison 
certain  oonvicts  by  sentence  of  court-martial, 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  tiie  fifth  of 
July,  Mr.  Bingham  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  House  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tioa  The  bill  provided  that  soldiers  should  not 
be  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unleds  >heir  offence,  by  common 
law,  or  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  subject 
them  to  such  punishment ;  or  except  for  mutiny, 
desertion,  or  an  attempt  to  incite  mutiny.  Ur, 
Dawes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  that  **  no  per- 
son thereafter,  upon  the  decision  of  a  court-mar- 
tial, should  be  confined  in  any  penitentiary  in 
the  United  States,  except  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act.**  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  biH  passed  as  amended. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back 
the  bill  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  or  such  per- 
son be  convicted  of  mutiny,  or  desertion,  or  an 
attempt  to  incite  matiny.*'  Mr.  Grimes  op- 
posed the  amendment ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harris, 
and  Mr.  Rice  supported  it ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  on  the 
twelfth.  On  the  same  day,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  took  the  bill 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  and,  aft»r  debate,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  The  House  disa- 
greed to  the  Senate  ameodoMnts,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mp.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendments,  and 
concur  in  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  House. 
The  motion  prelVailed,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  were  ap- 
pointed managers.  On  the  fifteenth  Mr.  Wfl- 
son,  from  the  conference  committee,  reported, 
^Hhat  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and 
agree  to  the  same  ;'*  and  the  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Iowa,  made  a  report  from  the  conference  com- 
mittee, and  it  wks  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  July,  1869. 

No.  XXXVl. — 7%e  Joint  Resolution  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  extra  Cloth- 
ing to  Sieh  and  Wounded  Soldien. 
In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  July,  1862,  Mr. 


Hale,  of  Penm^lvania,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introdttoed  a  bfll  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  furnish  extra  clothing  for  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldieiB.    It  propMed  to'' avihMlse  the  Secre- 


tary of  War  to  furnish  extra  olothiiig  to  all  sick, 
wounded,  and  other  soldiers  who  might  have  lost 
the  same  by  the  casualties  of  war,  under  such 
rules  and  regulatiofts  as  the  department  might 
prescribe,  during  the  existence  of  the  insurrec- 
tion." It  was  read  three  times  and  passed.  The 
Senate  referred  it  to  Uie  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment  By  unanimous  con- 
sent, it  was  read  three  times  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twelfth  of  Ju- 
ly, 1862. 

No.  XXXVIL— 7%*  Bin  to  amend  the  Aet  oalU 
ing  forth  the  Militia  to  esoeemte  the  Lcnm^  eup- 
prese  Insurrection,  and  repel  In9aeione, 
In  th/  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  Julv,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection, 
and  repel  invasions,  approv^  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  ninth,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  acts  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws.  It  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  'service  of  the  United  States,  he 
might  specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which 
such  service  would  be  required,  and  the  militia 
so  called  should  be  mustered  in,  and  continue  to 
serve,  for  the  term  specified,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged; and  the  oi^nization  of  the  militia, 
when  so  called  into  service,  was  to  be  conformed 
to  the  organization  prescribed  by  the  laws  for 
volunteers.  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  three  sections  provid- 
ing that  there  should  be  no  exemption  from  the 
performance  of  military  dutjr  under  any  militia 
law  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  color  or 
lineage ;  but  whenever  the  militia  should  be  call- 
ed into  service,  all  loyal,  able-bodied  male  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  now  fixed  by  the* laws 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  called  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  That  when  the  militia 
should  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  under  any  law  of  the  United' States,  the 
President  should  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  organize  them  into  battalions,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  divisions,  according  to  their  race  or 
color,  as  he  should  believe  that  the  public  in- 
terest might  require ;  and  that  the  provisions  of 
the  two  preceding  sections  should  be  construed 
so  as  to  apply  to  and  include  volunteers  who 
might  thereafter  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  persons  who  had  been,  or 
might  thereafter  be,  enrolled  in  the  service  as 
volunteers,  or  as  railitiai,  should  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  soldiers  as  allowed  by  law  accord- 
ing to  Uieir  respective  grades.  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  yirginia,  op- 
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posed  the  amendment    Mr.  King,  of  New-Tork, 
suggested  a  modification  of  the  amendment  so 
dttt  the  first  two  sections  would  read :  '^  That 
ttie  Prudent  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the 
wrrice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
coostrocting  intrenchments,  or  performing  camp- 
serrice,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  war-service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent,  persons  of 
African  descent ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as 
the   President  may  prescribe,  and  they  shall 
be  fed,  and  paid  sudi  compensation  for   their 
■orices  as  they  may  agree  to  receive  when  en- 
rolled ;  and  that  when  any  man  or  boy  of  Afri- 
can descent  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  thi^act,  he, 
bis  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  shall  for 
erer  thereafter  be  free^  any  law,  usage,  or  custom 
whatsoever  to   the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Mr.  Grimes  accepted  the  anfendment  in  lieu  of 
the  first  sections  of  his  amendment     Mr.  Sauls- 
bary  denounced  the  measure  as  "  the  most  mag- 
nificent schenae  of  emancipation  yet  proposed." 
Ifr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitadonal  power  of  Congress  to  enroll  black  and 
white,  free  and  slave  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  would  afiect  alike  the  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal ;  would  therefore  be  unjust,  and  should  be 
modified     Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  said:  *'I 
would  do  nothing  that  a  civilized  people  ought 
not  to  do;  I  would  employ  no  barbarians;   I 
would  not  bring  back  the  days  of  the  tomahawk 
ind  scalping-knife ;   but  any  thing  within    the 
rules  of  civiUzed  warfare  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  do,  I  woald  do,  and  it  ought  to  be  done."    Mr. 
Bice,  of  Minnesota,   thought  the  nation  must 
speedily  acknowl^ge  the  independence  of  the 
Confederacy,  **  or  use  all  the  means  given  us  by 
tile  Almighty  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  success- 
ful termination."     Mr.  Wilson  confessed  that  he 
looked  **  with  something  of  admiration  upon  the 
mode  in  which  the  Southern  traitprous  leaders 
have  carried  on  this  war.    They  commenced  the 
vir  by  taking  humanity  by  the  throat,  by  putting 
voder  their  feet  every  moral  sentiment,  every 
kw  of  Almighty  God.     They  planted  themselves 
in  defiance  of  God  and  of  man  upon  the  founda- 
tkm  of  eternal  slavery.     Standing  before  the  na- 
tkms  in  that  position,  in  defiance  of  all  that  is 
sacred,  puro,  and  holy  on  earth,  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  their  people,  to  their  passions,  to  their 
prejudices,  to  their  hate ;   they  have  organized 
tteir  people;  they  have  issued  their  conscrip- 
tions, using  every  man  who  could  do  any  thing, 
BO  matter  how  halt  or  maimed  he  might  be,  if  he 
ooold  strike  a  blow ;  they  have  carried  on  their 
imlitarj  operations  with  great  ability,  and  shown 
vast  powers  and  great  administrative  ability,  and 
great  military  ability.     We  are  in  one  of  the 
daricest  periods  of  this  contest,  and  we  had  bet- 
ter look  our  position  in  the  face,  meet  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  hour,  rise  to  the  demands  of  the 
oecasion,  pour  out  our  money,  summon  our  men 
to  the  field,  go  ourselves,  if  we  can  do  any  good, 
and  orerthrow  this  confederate  power  that  feels 
Vol.  X.— Doc  8. 


to-day,  over  its  recent  magnificent  triumphfi^  that 
it  has  already  achieved  its  independence.  Bold 
and  decisive  action  alone,  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  can  retrieve  our  adverse  fortunes,  and 
carry  our  country  triumphantly  through  the  per- 
ils that  threaten  to  dismember  the  republic." 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  calling  out 
of  negroes  for  military  purposes.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son and  Mr.  Rice  supported  that  policy. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  Mr.  CoUamer,  of  Vermont,  had 
no  doubt  of  the  power  to  use  colored  men  for  the 
defence  of  the  country :  it  was  simply  a  question 
of  expediency.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  proposed  so  to 
amend  the  amendment  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
** any  military  or  naval,"  before  "service."  He 
thought  it  would  no^ affect  the  section,  but  would 
relieve  it  of  its  asperity.  Mr.  King  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Ten  Ej^ck.  The  Chair  ruled 
that  Mr.  Ten  Eyck*s  amendment  was  not  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent"  After 
remarks  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr. 
Hale,  of  New-Hampshire,  the  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  lost — ^yeas, 
eleven ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Saulsbury 
moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  but  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  nine ; 
nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Mis- 
souri, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide 
only  for  the  freedom  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent as  owe  service  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
rebellion — ^yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  Mr. 
Henderson  then  moved  to  so  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  to  provide  that  loyal  persons  should  be 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the 
slaves  employed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act— 
yeas,  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  second  section  of 
Mr.  Grimes's  amendment,  providing  that  when 
any  man  or  boy  should  render  service,  he,  his 
mother,  wife  and  children  should  be  free,  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  apply  only 
to  persons  owing  service  to  any  person  who  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered 
to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort — 
yeas,  twenty- two ;  nays,  sixteen.  Mr.  Browning, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  of  the  persons  to  be  made  free,  "  his 
mother,  wife,  and  children."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 
and  Mr.  King  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Browning,  and  on  the  eleventh  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-one.  Mr.  Browning 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  proviso : 
"That  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  such 
man  or  boy  of  African  descent  aJiall  not  be  made 
free  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  except  where 
such  mother,  wife,  and  children  owe  service  or 
labor  to  some  person  who,  during  the  present 
rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies  by  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort"  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Davis  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Harlan, 
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of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Minnesota,  op- 
posed it 

On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
>ee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
..he  ^*  Act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,"  approved  Pebruarj^  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  contained 
fifteen  sections,  and  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia,  he  might 
specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which  such 
service  would  be  required,  not  exceeding  nine 
months ;  and  if^  by  reason  of  defects  in  existing 
laws  or  in  the  execution  of  them  in  the  several 
States,  or  any  of  them,  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  enrolling  the  militia,  and 
otherwise  putting  the  act  into  execution,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  make  all  necessary 
rules  and  regulations ;  and  the  enrolment  should 
include  all  able-bodied  male  cithsens  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  be  apportion- 
ed among  the  States  according  to  representative 
populatioa  That  the  militia,  when  so  called  into 
service,  should  be  organized  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  volunteers.  That  the  President 
be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  any  num- 
ber of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand,  as  infantry,  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
and  every  soldier  who  should  enlist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  section  should  receive  hia  first 
month^s  pay,  and  also  twenty-five  dollars  as 
bounty.  That  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
regiments  of  infantry  then  in  the  service,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  for  twelve  months,  and  such  volun- 
teers should  be  in  all  respects  upon  a  footing 
with  similar  troops  in  the  United  States  service, 
except  as  to  service  bounty,  which  should  be  fifty 
dollars,  one  half  to  be  paid  upon  their  joining 
their  regiments,  and  the  other  half  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  enlistment  That  the  President  should 
appoint  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  to 
whose  oflBce  should  be  returned,  for  revision,  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  all  courts-martial  and 
military  commissions,  and  where  a  record  should 
be  kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon — and 
no  sentence  of  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary,  should  be  carried  into  execution 
until  the  same  should  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent That  there  might  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  each  army  in  the  field  a  judge-advocate, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  each,  of  a 
major  of  cavalry.  That  thereafter  all  oftenders  in 
the  army  adjudged  to  be  punished  by  a  court- 
martial  should  be  brought  before  a  field-officer 
of  his  regiment,  who  should  hear  and  determine 
the  offence,  and  order  the  punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted. That  all  officers  who  had  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  battalion 
adjutants  and  quartermasters  of  cavalry  under 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department,  exceeding  the 
number  authorized  by  law,  should  be  paid  as 
such  for  the  time  they  were  actually  employed 


in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
such  officers  then  in  service  exceeding  the  num- 
ber,  should  be  immediately  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  es- 
tablish and  organize  army  corps.  That  each  army 
corps  should  have  the  following  officers  attached^ 
who  should  constitute  the  staff  of  the  command* 
er— one  assistant  adjutant-general,  one  quarter- 
master, one  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  one 
assistant  inspector-general,  who  should  bear  re- 
spectively, the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
who  should  be  assigned  from  the  army  or  volun- 
teer force  by  the  President ;  and  also  three  aides- 
de-camp,  one  to  bear  the  rank  of  major,  and  two 
to  bear  the  rank  of  captain ;  and  the  senior  offi- 
cer of  artillery  in  each  army  should,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  act  as  chief  of  artillery  and  ord- 
nance at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps.  That  the 
cavalry  forces  should  be  thus  organized— each 
regiment  of  cavalry  should  have  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors,  one  surgeon,  one 
assistant  surgeon,  one  regimental  commissary, 
one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster-sei^geant, 
one  commissary-sergeant,  two  hospital  stewards, 
one  saddler-sergeant,  one  chief  trumpeter,  and 
one  chief  farrier  or  blacksmith ;  and  each  r^- 
ment  should  consist  of  twelve  companies,  and 
each  company  should  have  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  super- 
numerary second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant, 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  commissary  ser- 
geant, five  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  team- 
sters, two  farriers  or  blacksmiths,  one  saddler, 
one  wagoner,  and  seventy-eight  privates  ;  the 
regimental  adjutants,  the  regimental  quarter- 
masters, and  regimental  commissaries  to  be 
taken  from  their  respective  r^ments. '  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing intrenchments,  or  performing  camp 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  military  or 
naval  service  for  which  they  may  be  found  com- 
petent, persons  of  African  descent ;  and  such  per* 
sons  should  be  enrolled  and  organized  under 
such  regulations  as  the  President  might  pre- 
scribe. That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  render  any  such  service  as  was 
provided  for  in  the  act,  he,  his  mother  and  his 
wife  and  children  should  for  ever  thereafter  be 
free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  ten  million  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  to  carry  the  proviaons  of 
the  act  into  effect  That  all  persons  who  had  been 
or  should  be  enrolled  in  the  service  under  the 
act,  should  receive  the  pay  and  rations  allowed 
by  law  to  soldiers  according  to  their  respective 
grades :  Provided,  that  persons  of  African  descent 
should  receive  ten  dollars  per  month  and  one 
ration. 

On  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  that  three  dollars  of 
the  ten  dollars  of  compensation  of  colored  per- 
sons should  be  in  clothing.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  the  bill  was  amended,  by  striking  out 
teji  million  dollars,  and  inserting  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  the  act  into  effect 
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shoold  be  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation 
for  the  army.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend 
the  bilL,  by  providing  that  all  enlistments  there- 
after made  should  be  credited  to  the  States  re- 
spectively in  which  the  same  should  be  made, 
and  be  deducted  from  any  future  draft  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act ;  but  it  was  rejected.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hale,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to 
limit  the  number  of  staff-oflBcers  of  corps  com- 
manders to  the  number  provided  for  in  the  tenth 
section. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to 
amend  the  thirteenth  section,  so  as  to  make  it 
read:  "That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent,  who,  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall 
owe  service  or  labor  to  any  person  who,  during 
the  present  rebellion,  has  levied  war,  or  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  ad- 
hered to  their  enemies,  by  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort,  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife 
and  child,  shall  for  ever  thereafter  be  free."  Mr. 
Lane,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Har- 
lan opposed  the  amendment,  but  it  was  agreed 
to— jeas,  eighteen  ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  that 
medical  purveyors  and  storekeepers  should  give 
bonds  in  such  sum  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
might  require,  with  security  to  be  approved  by 
bim,  and  tne  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 
viding that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  artificial 
limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  expended  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-General ;  but, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  he  withdrew  it, 
and  it  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  put  as  an 
amendment  on  to  the  supplemental  civil  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Browning  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"his  mother,  wife  and  children,"  so  that  the  bill 
would  simply  provide  for  the  freedom  of  the  per- 
son of  African  descent  rendering  military  service, 
bnt  the  amendment  was  lost — ^yeas,  seventeen  ; 
nayg,  twenty.  Mr.  Browning  then  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  the  mother, 
wife  and  diildren  of  such  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  not  be  made  free  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife, 
or  childrep  owed  service  or  labor  to  some  person 
who,  during  the  rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies, 
by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  The  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenhr-one;  nays,  sixteen. 
Aher  debate  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Henderson,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  passed— yeas,  twenty-eight; 
Mys,  nine. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speak- 
«'&  table,  and  read  twice.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
the  previous  question.     Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 


moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but 
the  motion  was  lost  —yeas,  thirty ;  nays,  seventy- 
seven.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered, 
and  the  bill  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVIII.— 7%^  Bill  to  define  the  Pay  and 
Emoluments  of  certain  Ojfficers  of  the  Army^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  oflBcers  in  the  array,  which  was  read 
^twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.     On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute.    On  the  fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  the  ponding  question  being  upon  the 
amendment  as  a  substitute.     The  amendment 
provided  that  oflBcers  of  the  army  having  brevet 
commissions  should  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  command  according  to  their  brevet  rank. 
That  officers  entitled  to  forage  for  horses  should 
not  be  allowed  to  cojnraute  it,  but  should  draw 
the    allowance   in   kind.      That   major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage"  for  four  horses ; 
brigadier-generals  for    three  horses ;    colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  m^'ors,  two  horses  each ; 
captains  and  Heutenants  of  capalry  and  artillery 
for  two  horses  each ;  and  chaplains  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  oflflcer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should,  for  each 
month  deduct,  from  his  own  monthly  pay,  the 
full  amount  paid  to  or  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment per  month  on  account  of  the  soldier.    That 
the  first  section  of  the  act  approved  August  sixth, 
1861,  increasing  the  pay  of  privates,  should  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  emoluments 
of  the  commissioned  officers.     That  so  much  of 
the  act  approved  twenty -second  July,  1861,  a^ 
authorized  each  regiment  of  volunteers  to  have 
twenty-four  musicians  for  a  band,  be  repealed. 
That  each  brigade  should  have  sixteen  musicians 
as  a  band,  to  be  selected  from  the  regimental 
bands  mustered  out  of  service.     That,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  there- 
after be  allowed,  unless  when  an  officer  was 
ordered  from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains to  one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  viee 
versay  when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  al- 
lowed. That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  there  should  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  of  all  persons   employed  in   the 
military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of  the  United 
States,  except  warrant  officers  and  sailors  in  the 
navy,  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  in  the  army,  ten  per  centum  of  the 
amount  of  their  compensation.     That  in  each  of 
the  permanent  hospitals,  where  the  President 
might  deem  it  necessary,  he  might  appoint  a 
chaplain.     That  no  person  should  be  appointed 
a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  who  was 
not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some  reli* 
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gious  denomination.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
approved  July  twenty-second,  1861,  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  repeal- 
ed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts  or 
stations,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  by 
whose  orders  he  was  arrested,  to  see  that  a  copy 
of  the  charges  on  which  he  had  been  arrested 
and  was  to  be  tried  should  be  served  upon  him 
within  eight  days  thereafter,  and  that  he  should 
be  brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent 
such  trial,  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to 
trial  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  ten  days.  That  whenever  the  name  of  any 
army  officer  should  have  been  borne  on  the 
Army  Register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be  of 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  he  should  be  retired 
from  active  service ;  and  that  the  President  be 
authorized  to  assign  any  officer  who  might  be 
retired  to  any  duty. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  making  a  deduction  of  ten  per 
cent  in  salaries  of  officers  in  the  military,  naval, 
and  civil  service,  by  requiring  the  deduction  to 
apply  to  all  allowances  for  mileage,  and  for  com- 
mutation for  servants,  forage,  and  rations,  and 
to  all  fees  or  contingent  allowances  paid  for  per- 
sonal services  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Doylittle  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Sherman  accepted  it  so  as 
to  read :  *^  And  this  deduction  shall  apply  to  all 
allowances  for  mileage,  for  commutation  for  serv- 
ants, forage,  and  rations,  and  for  all  fees  and 
contingent  allowances  paid  for  personal  services 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
rate  of  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  shall  be 
reduced  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  computed  by  the 
most  direct  travelled  route  from  his  residence  to 
the  seat  of  Congress.  A  statement  of  the  mile- 
age of  each  Senator  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  Representa- 
tive and  Delegate  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  within  thirty  days  of  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session  of  Congress."  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wis- 
consin, opposed  the  amendment  Mr.  Howe 
could  not  vote  for  the  ninth  section,  making  a 
deduction  on  Government  salaries.  Mr.  Trum- 
bull regretted  that  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Doo- 
little  had  pressed  their  amendments.  Mr.  Sher- 
man*s  original  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Doolittle  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  mileage  fifty  per  cent  The 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  and 
was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-nine;  nays,  ten. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section 
making  a  deduction  in  salaries  of  ten  per  cent 
daring  the  war — yeas,  two ;  nays,  thirty-six. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Howe  and  McDougall — two. 

♦Jays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collaraer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  DoolitUe, 
Pessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham, 


Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Mis- 
souri— thirty -six. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section  :  **  That  the 
number  of  paymasters  of  the  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced  so  as 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five;" 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section : 
**  That  quarters  and  fuel  shall  be  furnished  to 
officers  only  when  on  duty  in  the  field,  or  when 
assigned  quarters  in  public  buildings  belonging 
to  the  Government  The  number  of  offices  now 
allowed  to  certain  officers  of  the  army  for  the 
transaction  of  business  shall  be  furnished,  and 
no  more ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  'Mjt.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  furth^ 
amended,  by  adding  as  additional  sections  : 

"  That  the  bounty  now  allowed  by  law  to  sol- 
diers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  in 
the  event  that  a  soldier  entitled  thereto  shall  die 
intestate,  without  having  drawn  the  same,  be 
paid  to  the  following  persons,  and  in  the  order 
following,  and  to  no  otner  persons,  to  wit :  first, 
to  the  widow  of  such  deceased  soldier,  if  there 
be  one ;  second,  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to 
the  children  of  such  deceased  soldier,  share  and 
share  alike;  third,  if  such  soldier  left  neither 
widow  nor  children  (or  children  born  in  lawful 
wedlock,)  then  and  in  that  case  such  bounty 
shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
first,  to  his  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  or  has  aban- 
doned his  family,  then  to  the  mother  of  such  sol- 
dier ;  and  if  there  be  neither  father  nor  mother 
as  aforesaid,  then  such  bounty  shall  be  paid  to 
such  brothers  and  sisters  resident  as  aforesaid, 
who  may  have  been  dependent  upon  such  intes- 
tate for  support  That  all  contracts  made  for,  or 
orders  given  for,  the  purchase  of  goods  or  sup- 
plies by  any  department  of  the  Government  shfJl 
be  promptly  reported  to  Congress  by  the  proper 
head  of  such  department,  if  Congress  shall  at 
the  time  be  in  session,  and  if  not  in  session,  said 
reports  shall  be  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  ses.sion.  That  no  contract  or  order 
made  as  aforesaid,  or  any  interest  therein,  shall 
be  transferred  by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom 
such  contract  or  order  may  be  given,  t^  any  other 
party  or  parties,  and  that  any  such  transfer  shall 
cause  the  annulment  of  the  contract  or  order 
tranferred,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned :  Provided^  That  all  rights  of  action  are 
hereby  reserved  to  the  Unitwi  States  for  any 
breach  of  such  contract  by  the  contracting  party 
or  parties.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  request- 
ed to  dismiss  and  discharge  from  the  military 
service,  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  volunteer  force 
in  the  United  States  service,  any  officer  for  aiyr 
cause  which,  in  his  judgment,  renders  such  ofli- 
cer  unsuitable  for  service,  and  whoso  dismission, 
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in  hiB  judgment,  would  promote  the  public  serv- 
ice." 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  repeal  the  act  author- 
izing the  President  to  appoint  additional  aids- 
de-camp,  and  to  discharge  the  staff-officers  so  ap- 
pointed in  thirty  days ;  but  after  debate  with- 
drevr  it  Mr.  Grimes  renewed  the  amendment, 
so  modified  as  simply  to  repeal  the  act  of  August 
fifth,  1861. 

On  the  fifth  of  March,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes's  amend- 
ment was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  modified  so  as  to  read,  **  That 
the  act  approved  the  fifth  of  August,  1861,  en- 
titled *■  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,*'  approved  the 
twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861,*  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed.  But  the  repeal  of  the  said  act 
shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  deprive  those  per- 
sons already  appointed  under  it  from  holding 
their  offices  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  if  it 
had  not  been  repealed  ;**  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  in  regard  to  chaplains,  and 
insert :  **  That  in  each  of  the  permanent  hospitals, 
where  the  President  may  deem  it  necessary,  he 
may  appoint  a  chaplain,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  is  now  allowed  to  chap- 
lains in  the  volunteer  service.'*  Mr.  Foster's 
amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  proposed  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  read,  '*  That  the  appointments 
of  chaplains  to  the  army  hospitals,  as  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  the  chaplains  so  appointed  shall 
he  compensated  for  their  services  in  the  same 
manner  as  regimental  chaplains  ;**  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Rice  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Harlan 
moved  to  so  modify  the  tenth  section  as  to  pro- 
vide that  chaplains  in  permanent  hospitals  should 
receive  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum — ^yeas, 
fourteen,  nays,  twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  add  to  the 
eleventh  section  the  words,  *^and  that  hereafter 
there  shall  be  but  one  chaplain  in  a  brigade;** 
but  it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section  :  "  That  hereafter  all  chaplains, 
whether  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  or 
hospitals,  shall  receive  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum.'*  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  adopted — ^yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
ten. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  moved  to 
strike  out  the  ninth  section,  relating  to  the  de- 
duction on  salaries,  and  the  sixteenth  section,  re- 
lating to  mileage.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  ninth  section  so  that  the  salaries  over  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  should  pay  ten  per 
cent;  but  the  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice*s 
motion  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  was  lost — 
yeas,  twenty :  nays,  twenty ;  the  Vice-President 
voted  nay.    The  motion  to  strike  out  the  six- 


teenth section,  relating  to  the  mileage,  was  lost — 
yeas,  eight ;  nays,  thirty-two. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  adding  as  new  sections :  "  That  every  per- 
son v^ho  shall  furnish  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the 
army  or  navy,  shall  be  required  to  mark  and  distin- 
guish the  same  on  the  outside  of  each  and  every 
package,  with  the  name  or  names  of  the  contrac- 
tors so  furnishing  such  supplies  to  the  army  or 
navy ;  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked  and  distinguished.  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expe- 
dient, to  purchase  cemetery  grounds,  and  cause 
them  to  be  securely  inclosed,  to  be  used  as  a  na- 
tional cemetery  for  the  soldiers  who  shall  die  in 
the  service  of  the  country.**  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  the  section  relating  to  the  compensation 
of  chaplains,  so  as  to  allow  them  '^one  ration 
when  on  duty.*'  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  strike 
out  the  section  authorizing  brigade  bands,  and  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  section  abolishing  regimental 
bands,  and  to  insert  that  *'  regimentol  bands  be 
reduced  to  sixteen  musidans  ;**  but  the  motion 
was  lost  Mr.  McDougall  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  yeas — thirty- 
seven  ;  nays,  two ;  so  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  Mr.  Blair, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section,  providing  that  brevet  com- 
missions should  not  entitle  officers  to  increase  of 
pay,  and  it  was  stricken  out  The  second  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  second  section,  disallowing  commu- 
tation qf  forage,  making  it  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  The  third  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  provide  that  when  forage  in 
kind  could  not  be  furnished,  officers  should  be 
entitled  to  commute.  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  officers  assigned 
to  duty  requiring  them  to  be  mounted,  to  receive 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  cavalry  officers  of  the 
same  rank.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  adopted.  The 
fourth  amendment  to  the  bill  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  sixth  section,  abolishing  regimental  bands. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Fouke,  of 
Illinois,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  op- 
posed the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
fifth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  in  the 
seventh  section  the  word  "  brigade,'*  and  insert 
*' regimental,"  so  that  a  regiment,  instead  of  a 
brigade,  should  have  sixteen  musicians ;  but  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  seventh  amendment  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section,  deducting  ten  per  cent  from  the  pay  of 
Government  officers  during  the  rebellion,  was 
agreed  to.  The  eighth  amendment,  requiring 
chaplains  employed  at  military  posts  to  reside  at 
the  posts,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation 
to  leave  of  absence  as  commissioned  officers,  was 
adopted.  The  ninth  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  repealing  the  law 
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allowing  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk 
of  horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  forty-eight;  nays,  forty- 
seven.  The  tenth  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  thirteenth  section,  providing  that  an  officer 
under  arrest  should  he  discharged  unless  a  copy 
of  the  charges  against  him  should  be  served 
on  him  within  eight  days,  so  as  to  read,  "  may  be 
tried  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New- 
tiampshire,  the  amendment  was  amended  by 
adding  the  words,  "  within  twelve  months  after 
such  release  from  arrest ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  The  eleventh  amend- 
ment proposed  to  strike  out  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion, providing  for  retiring  officers  borne  on  the 
army  or  navy  register  forty-five  years,  or  who 
should  be  sixty-two  years  of  age ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  lost — ^yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  sixty- 
eight  The  twelfth  amendment,  striking  out  the 
fifteenth  section,  authorizing  the  President  to  as- 
sign to  duty  retired  officers,  was  disagreed  to. 
The  thirteenth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  sixteenth  section,  relating  to  the  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress.  Mr.  F.  A.  Conkling,  of 
New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  allow  members  of  Congress  their  actual 
travelling  expenses,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
ninety ;  nays,  thirty-three.  The  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Washbume  moved 
to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table.  ^  Tiiis  motion  was  agreed  to,  so  the  six- 
teenth section  was  stricken  out  The  House,  by 
a  vote  of  seventy-three  to  twenty-one,  agreed  to 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  striking  out  the  eight- 
eenth section,  disallowing  commutation  of  fuel 
and  quarters  to  officers.  The  bill  was  amended 
by  agreeing  to  the  sixteenth  amendment,  placing 
volunteer  engineers  on  the  same  footing,  in  re- 
gard to  pay,  emolument,  and  organization;  as  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.  The  seventeenth 
amendment  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  vacancies  occurring  among  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  should  be  filled  by  the  Pres- 
ident, on  the  recommendation  of  officers  of  the 
regiments.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr. 
McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Browne,  of  Rhode  Island,  advo-. 
cated  it  On  the  twelfth,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  resumed,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected. The  eighteenth  amendment,  providing 
that  volunteer  officers  should  have  equal  rank 
with  officers  of  like  grade  having  commissions 
from  the  United  States,  was  agreed  to.  An 
amendment  was  adopted  repealing  the  law  re- 
taining two  dollars  per  month  of  the  pay  of  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army  until  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service.  The  twentieth  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  foreign  officers,  and  grant 
them  commissions  in  the  volunteer  forces.  A 
new  section  was  added,  requiring  volunteers  to 
be  examined  as  to  their .  physical  condition,  in 
the  same  manner  as  men  enlisted  into  the  regu- 
lar army.  The  twenty-second  amendment  of 
Uie  Committee  authorized  the  President  to  assign 


army  officers  as  field-officers,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  Governors  of  States ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty-thVrd  amendment, 
providing  that  any  alien  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upward,  who  had  enlisted  or  should 
enlist  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  either 
the  regular  or  volunteer  forces,  and  had  been  or 
might  be  thereafter  honorably  discharged,  might 
be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  ttie  United 
States  upon  his  petition,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty-fourth  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  providing  that  thereafter,  every 
contractor  for  subsistence,  clothing,  arms,  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  and  for  every  de- 
scription of  supplies  for  the  army  or  nav  v  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  subjected  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as  the  same  were  ap- 
plicable. On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  adding  a  new  section, 
providing  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-General's department,  by  regular  promo- 
tion of  its  present  officers,  one  colonel,  two  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and  nine  majors;  and  that  the  * 
grade  of  captain  in  said  department  be  abolished, 
and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of  major 
should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among  the 
captains  of  the  army.  Mr.  Blair  called  for  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the.  bill ;  it 
was  ordered,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  House 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  eighteenth  Mr.  Wilson  report- 
ed back  the  bill  and  House  amendments,  with  an 
amendment  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  amendments  of  the  House ;  agreed 
to  some  of  them,  and  disagreed  to  others,  and 
agreed  to  others  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  asked 
a  committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  and  Mr.  Howard  were  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Browne,  of 
Rhode  Island,  were  appointed  managers.  On 
the  seventh  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  to  the  Senate  that 
they  reconunend  to  theu*  respective  Houses: 
'^  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  theu-  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  said  bill ; 
and  that  the  House  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  House  amend- 
ments to  said  bill"  The  Senate  and  House  both 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, which  was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided 
that  officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  commute  it,  but  might  draw  forage  in 
kind.  That  when  forage  in  kind  could  not  be 
furnished,  then  officers  might  commute  it     That 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOGUlfENTa 


89 


officers  assigned  to  datj  which  required  them  to 
be  mounted  should,  on  such  duty,  receive  the 
pftj,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  cavalry  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade.  That  majongenerals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  in  kind  for  five 
horses;  brigadier-generals  for  four  horses;  col- 
onels, lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  for  two 
horses  each ;  captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  or  having  the  cavalry  allowance,  for 
two  horses  each  ;  and  chaplains,  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  oflBcer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should  deduct 
from  his  own  monthly  pay  the  full  amount  paid 
to  or  expended  by  the  Government  per  month  on 
iccount  of  the  soldier.  That  the  act  to  increase 
the  pay  of  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  in 
the  volunteers^  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
increase  the  emoluments  of  the  commissioned 
officers.  That  the  act  which  authorized  each 
regiment  of  volunteers  to  have  twenty-four  mu- 
sicians for  a  band,  be  repealed.  That  each  bri- 
gade might  have  sixteen  musicians  as  a  band, 
who  should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  pro- 
vided by  law  for  regimental  bands.  That  in  lieu 
of  the  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers  where 
transportation  in  kind  was  not  furnished  to  them, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  thereafter 
be  allowed,  unless  where  an  officer  was  ordered 
from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice  versa^ 
when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  allowed.  That 
no  person  should  be  appointed  a  chaplain  who 
was  not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some 
religious  denomination,  and  who  did  not  present 
testimonials  of  his  good  standing  as  such  minis- 
ter, with  a  recommendation  for  his  appointment 
IS  an  army  chaplain  from  som&  authorized  eccle- 
siistical  body,  or  not  less  than  five  accredited 
ministers  belonging  to  said  religious  denomina- 
tion. That  the  compensation  of  chaplains  should 
be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  and  two  ra- 
tions a  day  when  on  duty ;  and  the  chaplains  of 
the  permanent  hospitals  should  be  nominated  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent ;  and  chap- 
lains employed  at  the  military  posts  should  be 
required  to  reside  at  the  posts,  and  chaplains 
should  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation  to 
leave  of  absence  as  were  prescribed  for  officers  of 
the  army.  That  so  much  of  the  law  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  re- 
pealed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
tinder  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts, 
the  officer  by  whose  orders  he  was  arrested  should 
see  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  were  served  upon 
him  within  eight  days,  and  that  he  should  be 
brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter,  \Xn- 
\tns  the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent  such 
trial;  and  then  he  shou*)d  be  brought  to  trial 
within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  or  the  arrest  should  cease :  that  if  the  copy 
of  the  charges  were  not  served  upon  the  arrested 
officer,  the  arrest  should  cease ;  but  officers  re- 
leased from  arrest  might  be  tried  whenever  the 
exigenci^  of  the  service  permit,  within  twelve 
ttonths;  and  these  provisions  should  apply  to 


all  persons  under  arrest  That  whenever  the 
name  of  any  officer  of  the  army  or  marine  corps 
should  have  been  borne  on  the  army  register  or 
naval  register  forty- five  years,  or  he  should  be 
of  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  it  should  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  retire  him  ft'om  ac- 
tive service,  and  the  President  was  authorized  to 
assign  him  to  any  appropriate  duty,  and  he  should 
receive  the  full  pay  and  emoluments  of  his  grade 
while  so  assigned  That  all  contracts  for  the 
purchase  of  goods  should  be  promptly  reported 
to  Congress.  That  no  contract  should  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom  such  con- 
tract might  be  given  to  any  other  party,  and  that 
any  such  transfer  should  cause  the  annuiment  of 
the  contract  That  every  person  who  should  fur- 
nish supplies  to  the  army  or  navy  should  be  re- 
quired to  mark  the  same,  with  the  name  or  names 
of  the  contractors,  and  no  supplies  shouM  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked.  That  any  person  who 
should  contract  to  furnish  supplies  for  the  army 
or  navy  should  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  land  ahid  naval  forces. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  dismiss  ft'om  the  mili- 
tary service  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  marine 
corps,  or  volunteer  force,  any  officer  for  any  cause 
which,  in  his  judgment,  either  rendered  such  of- 
ficer unsuitable  for,  or  whose  dismission  woul^ 
promote  the  public  service.  That  the  President 
should  have  power  to  purchase  cemetery  grounds 
for  the  soldiers  who  should  die  in  the  service. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  of  1861  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  additional  aids-de-camp,  be 
repealed.  That  the  diflferent  regiments  and  inde- 
pendent companies  mustered  as  volunteer  engi- 
neers, pioneers,  or  sappers  and  miners,  should  be 
recognized  as  volunteer  engineers,  on  the  same 
footing,  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  their  organ- 
ization, pay,  and  emoluments,  as  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.  That  any  alien,  of 
the  age  of  twenty -one  years  and  upward,  who  had 
been  or  might  thereafter  be  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  might  be  admitted  to  become  a 
citizen  without  any  previous  declaration  of  his  in- 
tention to  become  a  citizen,  and  he  should  not  be 
required  to  prove  more  than  one  year*s  residence 
within  the  United  States  previous  to  his  applica- 
tion to  become  such  citizen.  And  that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  Adjutant-General's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  two 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  nine  majors;  and  the 
grade  of  captain  in  the  department  should  be  abol- 
ished, and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of 
major  should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among 
the  captains  of  the  army.  On  the  eighth,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as 
provided  for  the  addition  and  promotion  in  the 
Adjutant-GeneraPs  office — yeas,  fifteen ;  nays, 
twenty ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Olin  called  up  the 
bill  from  the  Speaker* s  table,  and  it  was  passed 
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without  a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXIX.— 7%«  Bill  to  fadlitaU  the  Dis- 
charge of  Disabled  Soldiers  from  the  Army^ 
\      and  the  Inspection  of  Convcdescent  Hospitals 
and  Camps, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  firom  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  It  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  armv 
two  medical  inspectors-general,  and  eight  medi- 
cal inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  selection  from 
the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or  from  the  sur- 
geons in  the  volunteer  service,  without  regard  to 
rank,  but  with  sole  regard  to  qualifications.  It 
provided  that  the  officers  of  the  medical  inspect- 
or's department  should  be  charged  with  the  duty 
olr  making  regular  and  frequent  inspections  of 
all  military  general  hospitals  and  convalescent 
camps,  and  upon  each  inspection  to  designate  to 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  such  hospitals  or  camps, 
all  soldiers  who  might  be  fit  subjects  for  dis- 
charge from  the  service  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  or  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  re- 
turned to  their  regiments  for  duty;  and  the 
medical  inspecting  officers  were  empowered  to 
direct  the  return  to  duty,  or  the  discharge  from 
thfe  service,  of  the  soldiers  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  provision  author- 
izing the  President  to  select  from  the  medical 
corps  of  the  army  or  from  the  volunteer  forces, 
was  stricken  out  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  as,  a  new  section,  that  all  "  three 
years  or  during  the  war"  volunteers,  raised  or 
enlisted  by  the  order  or  under  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
authorized  to  be  paid  to  volunteers  raised  or  re- 
cruited by  the  States  under  existing  laws.  He 
explained  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be,  to 
place  the  "gray  beard"  regiment  of  his  State, 
made  up  of  enlisted  men  over  forty -five  years 
of  age,  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  three 
years  volunteers.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Grimes  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, with  the  view  of  introducing  it  as  a  new 
bill.  The  bill  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and  Mr. 
Hale.  On  motion  of  Mr.  ,Fessenden,  it  was 
amended,  by  taking  out  the  words  **  two  medical 
inspectors-general.'*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  medical  inspectors  to 
see  that  soldiers,  fit  subjects  for  discharge,  were 
discharged,  or  if  sufficiently  recovered,  returned 
to  their  regiments.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table.  Mr.  Blake,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  not  to  require 
discharges  on  surgeon's  certificates.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Penn- 


sylvania, opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Blake 
withdrew  it  The  bill  was  then  passed  without 
a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  ^enty-seventh  day  of  December,  1862. 

No.  XL. — The  Bill  to  improve  the  Organisation 
of  the  Cavalry  Forces. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  December, 

1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  improve  the  organization  of  the  cavalry 
forces,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  It  provided  that  thereafter  each 
regiment  of  cavalry  might  have  two  assistant- 
surgeons,  and  that  each  company  of  cavalry 
should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy-eight  pri- 
vates. Mr.  Wilson  explained  that  the  object 
was  to  have  a  minimum  number  in  the  cavalry 
as  in  the  infantry  and  artillery.  The  law  was 
construed  to  require  seventy-eight  privates  in 
each  company  before  organization.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend,  so  that  "each  company  hereafter  or- 
ganized" should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
eight  privates.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twenty- third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1868. 

No.  XLI. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Clerical  and 
other  Force  of  the  Quartermaster- Generars 
Office^  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  January, 

1863,  Mr,  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  auditors  and  a  solicitor  for 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  to  increase 
the  clerical  force  of  the  Quartermaster-General's 
office.  The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be 
appointed  three  auditors  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  who  should  each  receive  a  compen- 
sation of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
who  should  perform  such  duties  as  might  be  as- 
signed to  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, and  in  his  office,  in  connection 
with  the  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts 
of  money  and  property ;  and  one  solicitor,  at  a 
compensation  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  should  be  a  person  of  legal  knowledge 
and  ability,  and  who  should,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Quartermaster-General,  take  charge  of,  and 
advise  the  Quartermaster-General  upon  all  l^al 
questions  arising  in  the  service  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  It  also  provided  that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's offioe'one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty clerks  of  class  one,  and  thirty  copyists,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars.  On 
the  sixteenth,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
was  taken  up,  and  briefly  debated  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Sherman,  and 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate 
resumed  its    consideration.      Mr.  Harlan   pro- 
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posed  to  amend  the  first  section,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "auditors,"  and  inserting  "as- 
sistant quartermasters-general;"  but  after  de- 
bate, withdrew  it  Mr.  Hale  would  strike  out 
the  first  section,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  three  auditors  and  one  solicitor.  On  the 
twertty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and 
the  second  section  so  modified  as  to  read :  "  That 
there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  and  other 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster-General 
four  clerki  »f  class  four,  ninety  clerks  of  class 
one,  and  thirty  copyists  and  six  laborers,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars  each, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War."  Mr. 
Fessenden  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  as  a 
new  section :  "  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
officers  for  clothing  and  other  military  supplies, 
the  affidavit  of  any  officer  may  be  received,  to 
show  the  loss  of  vouchers,  or  company  books,  or 
any  matter  or  circumstance  tending  to  prove 
that  any  apparent  deficiency  was  occasioned  by 
unaToi(kble  accident  or  loss  in  actual  service, 
without  any  fault  on  his  part ;  or  that  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  such  clothing  and  supplies  had 
been  properly  and  legally  used  and  appropriated ; 
and  such  affidavits  may  be  considered  as  evidence 
to  establish  the  facts  set  forth,  with  or  without 
other  evidence,  as  may  seem  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  just  and  proper  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case."  Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  offi- 
cer" the  words,  "  stating  that  he  knows  of  no 
witness  by  whom  he  can  prove  the  same  facts." 
Mr.  Fessenden  objected  to  Mr.  Trumbuirs  amend- 
ment, and  after  debate  withdrew  his  own  amend- 
ment Mr.  Rice  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Trumbull 
renewed  his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  lost—  yeas,  seventeen  ;  nays,  eighteen. 
Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
of  the  original  amendment  the  word  "  officers," 
and  inserting  "commanding  officer  of  a  com- 
pany," and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  amendment 
as  amended  was  then  agreed  to^yeas,  twenty- 
one;  nays,  sixteen.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed^  and  the  title  so  amended  as  to  read : 
^A  bill  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Olin, 
of  New- York,  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  Military  Committee,  and  it  was  so  referred. 
Mr.  McPhersoa,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
JDittee  on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  it  back  with- 
<^t  amendment.  It  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLII. — llie  Bill  to  authorize  the  Raiding 
of  a  Volunteer  Force  for  the  Defence  of  Ken- 
tucky, 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflktrs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  a  folunteer  force  for  the  better  defence  of 


Kentucky.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
it  was  so  amended  as  to  subject  the  force  so 
raised  to  "the  rules  and  regulations  of  war." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  its  further  consider- 
ation was  postponed  to  the  sixteenth,  and  on 
that  day  it  was  taken  up,  debated,  amended,  and 


The  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  referred  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. It  proposed  to  empower  the  Military 
Board  of  Kentucky  to  raise,  and  organize  into 
regiments,  a  volunteer  force  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty thousand  rank  and  file,  to  serve  for  one  year 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property ;  but  at  any  time 
that  it  might  be  necessary,  these  troops  might 
be  employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky 
against  the  enemies  of  the  Statti  or  of  the 
United  States.  The  officers  and  soldiers  en- 
rolled and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  other  volunteers  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  for  and  during  the  time  they  might 
be  in  service.  The  Military  Committee  reported, 
as  an  amendment,  a  new  section,  providing  that 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  of  which 
Kentucky  might  be  a  part,  the  volunteers  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  this  act,  or  any  por- 
tion of  them,  might  attach  themselves  to,  and 
become  part  of  the  body  of  the  three  years  Ken- 
tucky volunteers.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Collamer,  the  bill  was 
further  amended,  so  that  the  officers  and  men 
should  only  be  paid  while  in  "  actual  service." 
After  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Cowan  par- 
ticipated, Mr.  Trumbull  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Howe  took  the 
floor,  and  the  bill  went  over,  and  was  not  again 
called  up  during  that  session. 

On  the  fifth  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Trumbull, 
after  debate,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  and  the  bill  was  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  so  as  to  authorize  the  troops 
to  be  raised  by  the  "  Governor"  instead  of  the 
**  Military  Board ;"  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Collamer,  so  as  to  allow  the  troops  to  be 
raised  with  **  the  consent  of  the  President,"  and 
then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee. 

On  the  eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  the  bill 
back,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  The  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
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ing  clause,  and  insert:  That  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  consent  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  should  have  the  power  to 
raise  and  organize  into  regiments  a  volunteer 
force  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  to  be  employed 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property:  Provided,  that 
at  any  time  it  might  be  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  these  troops  might  be 
employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky  against 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  That  the  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  should  be  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
provided  the  officers  should  be  entitled  to  pay 
only  when  the  regiments  or  companies  were  filled 
as  required  by  law  and  while  in  actual  service. 
That  the  regiments,  when  raised  and  officered, 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Presi- 
dei>t  of  the  United  States,  and  he  subject  to  the 
command  of  the  President  That  the  officers  and 
soldiers  thus  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service 
should  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  volunteers  in  the  service  of  ihe  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  except  bounty,  for  and  during  the 
time  they  might  be  in  actual  service  That  a 
portion  of  this  volunteer  corps,  not  exceeding 
two  r^ments,  might  be  mounted,  and  armed  as 
mounted  riflemen.  That  the  President  should 
have  power  to  make  such  other  r^ulations  in 
regard  to  the  organization  of  this  force  as  he 
should  deem  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the 
service.  That  bv  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
President,  the  volunteers  authorized  to  be  raised 
by  this  act,  or  any  portion  of  them,  might  be 
attached  to  and  become  part  of  the  three  years 
Kentucky  volunteers.  Mr.  Harlan  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Governor  of 
Kentucky,"  and  inserting  the  word  **  President," 
so  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to 
raise  twenty  thousand  one  year's  volunteers  in 
any  State  or  States,  instead  of  authorizing  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky  to  raise  that  number  of 
men  in  that  State.  After  debate,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  nineteen ;  nays,  six- 
teen. 

The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  reconsidered  the  vote  on  Mr.  Har- 
lan's amendment  —  yeas,  twenty-one  ;  nays, 
fourteen.  That  amendment,  and  others  agreed 
to  on  the  ninth,  were  then  rejected.  On  motion 
of  Mn  Davis,  it  was  so  amended  that  the  troops 
should  be  "  raised  within  the  State  of  Kentucky." 
Mr.  Clark  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  one  week;  but  the  motion  was 
lost— yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-four.  It  was 
then  passed — ^yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  thirteen. 
The  bill  was,  on  the  sixteenth,  referred  by  the 
House  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 
On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of 
Kentucky,  reported  it  back,  with  a  recommend- 
fttion  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be  con- 


curred in.  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
lost  —  yeas,  twenty-five  ;  n^ys,  ninety -three. 
Mr.  Olin  moved  the  previous  question,  and  un- 
der its  operation  the  substitute  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  seventh  of  {Feb- 
ruary, 1863. 

No.  XLIIL — The  Bill  to  promote  ihe  efficiency  of 
the  Oommiesary  Department 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
1868,  Mr.  Washburne,  of 'Illinois,  introduced  a 
bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  commissary 
department,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs.  Mr.  Mars- 
ton,  of  New-Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 

The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be  added 
to  the  subsistence  department  of  the  army,  by 
regular  promotions  therein,  one  brigadier-general, 
who  should  be  commissary-general  of  subsist- 
ence ;  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  two 
majors ;  the  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  to  be 
assistant  commissaries-general  of  subsistence; 
and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  above-mentioned 
grades  should  be  filled  by  regular  promotions  in 
the  department 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs  proposed 
to  amend  by  adding  to  the  bill,  that  the  vacan- 
cies created  by  the  promotions  therein  author- 
ized might  be  filled  by  selections  from  officers  of 
the  regular  or  volunteer  force ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

On  the  seventh,  liie  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  took  it  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  the 
commissary-general,  who  was  to  have  the  rank 
a  brigadier-general,  should  be  appointed  by  se* 
lection,  and  the  other  officers  by  regular  pro- 
motion. Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mt.  Ten  Eyck, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Howe  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Wilson  ad- 
vocated it,  not  in  opposition  to  the  promotion  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  the  Commissary- General,  but 
upon  the  ground  that  general  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  selection.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  and  the  amendment  Mr.- Wil- 
son modified  his  amendment  so  that  the  commis- 
sary-general should  be  selected  from  the  com- 
missary department ;  and  it  was  then  agreed  toi, 
and  the  bill  passed.  On  the  same  day,  the  House, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts, 
concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  it  was  approved  on  the  ninth 
of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLIV.— 7%^  Joint  Resolution  to  facilitats 
the  Payment  of  eick  and  wounded  Soldiers  in 
the  Hospitals  and  Convalescent  Camps, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1868,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to 
facilitate  the  discharge  of  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers in  the  hospitals  and  convalescent  camps, 
which  was  read  twice  luid  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.     On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  re 
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ported  it  back  without  amendment  It  directed 
the  Paymaster-General  to  take  immediate  mea- 
swres  for  the  payment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  convalescent  camps,  hospitals, 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  they  might  be  fully  paid 
within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Wilson  asked  for  the  immediate  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection, the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
Mr.  Fessenden  stated  the  difiSculty  to  be  the  want 
of  the  descriptive  lists  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  diffi- 
culty grew  out  of  the  want  of  system.  He  want- 
ed to  force  the  pay  department  to  put  its  strength 
upon  the  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  have 
every  man^s  case  examined,  and  have  him  paid 
in  thirty  days.  Mr.  Grimes  did  not  think  the 
object  could  be  accomplished  in  thirty  days,  if  it 
was  applied  to  the  whole  country ;  and  he  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
word  "  thirty"  and  inserting  **  sixty."  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  opposed  the  amendment  Mr.  Wilson 
thought  there  was  something  in  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  and  he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment It  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  passed. 
On  the  second  of  March,  the  joint  resolution  was 
taken  up  in  the  House  and  passed ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident approved  it  on  the  third  of  March,  1868. 

Na  XLV.—The  Bill  far  Barolling  and  Calling 
out  the  National  Forces^  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
dooed  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  reenlist- 
ments,  and  for  the  enrolling  and  drafting  the 
militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiiurs.  On  the  thirty-first,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute. On*  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  February,  the 
bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Carlisle,  Mr. 
Bayard,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiurs. 

On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
rolling and  cidling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,  in  thirty-six  sections.  The 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  its  consid- 
option  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
said: 

*'Sir,  we  have  endeavored  to  frame  this  great 
measure  for  the  defence  of  the  periled  nation 
against  the  blows  of  armed  treason  so  as  to  bear 
as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the  toiling  masses, 
and  to  put  the  burdens,  as  far  as  we  could  do  so, 
equally  upon  the  more  favored  of  the  sons  of  men. 
It  is  impossible,  in  this  world  of  inequality,  to 
frame  a  measure  of  this  character  to  bear  equally 
Qpon  all  conditions  of  men ;  ]^ut  this  bill  has 
been  framed  in  the  earnest  desire  to  make  its 
burdens  fiaU  as  gently  as  possible  upon  the  poor 


and  dependent  sons  of  toil.  But  it  is  a  high  and 
sacred  duty,  resting  alike  upon  all  the  citizens  of 
the  republic,  upon  the  sons  of  toil  and  misfor- 
tune and  the  more  favored  few,  to  labor,  to  suffer, 
ay,  to  die,  if  need  be,  for  their  country.  Never 
since  the  dawn  of  creation  have  the  men  of  any 
age  been  summoned  to  the  performance  of  a  high- 
er or  nobler  duty  than  are  the  men  of  this  gene- 
ration in  America.  The  passage  of  this  great 
measure  will  clothe  the  President  with  ample  au- 
thority to  summon  forth  the  sons  of  the  repub- 
lic to  the  perfonnance  of  the  high  and  sacred 
duty  of  saving  their  country,  now  menaced,  and 
the  periled  cause  of  civilization  and  freedom  in. 
America,  and  of  winning  the  lasting  gratitude  ot 
coming  ages,  and  that  endui4ng  renown  which 
follows  ever  duty  nobly  and  bravely  done.  The 
enactment  of  this  bill  will  give  confidence  to  the 
Government,  strength  to  the  country,  and  joy  to 
the  worn  and  weary  soldiers  of  the  republio 
around  then:  camp-fires  in  the  land  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

**A  brief  analysis  of  the  sections  of  this  mea- 
sure will  exhibit  its  comprehensive  character, 
and  will,  I  am  sure,  commend  its  beneficent 
provisions  to  the  favor  of  Congress  and  of  the 
country.  , 

^*  Section  one  declares  that  all  able-bodied  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  shall  constitute  the 
national  forces,  and  be  liable  to  military  duty  at 
call  of  the  President,  with  certain  exceptions. 

"Section  two  exempts  the  Vice-President, 
judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United  States : 
hea!ds  of  departments ;  the  only  son  of  aged  ana 
infirm  parents  dependent  upon  him;  or  where 
more  than  one  son,  iu  such  cases  the  father  may 
elect  which  shall  be  exempt,  or  the  mother  if  the 
father  is  dead ;  only  brother  of  children  under 
twelve  whose  father  and  mother  are  dead ;  the  fa- 
ther of  motherless  children  under  twelve,  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support ;  where  there  are  father 
and  sons  in  the  same  family  and  household,  and 
two  of  them  are  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Section  three  divides  the  forces  not  now  in 
service  into  two  classes.  1.  All  between  eight- 
een and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  all  the  unmar- 
ried between  thirty  and  forty-five.  2.  All  other 
persons  liable  to  do  military  duty ;  and  the  sec- 
ond class  not  to  be  called  into  service  until  after 
the  first  shall  have  been  called. 

"  Section  four  divides  the  United  States  into 
districts,  of  which  the  District  of  Columbia 
forms  one,  each  Territory  one  or  more  as  the 
President  shall  direct,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
congressional  districts,  as  fixed  by  State  laws, 
or  by  the  President  in  States  not  divided  into 
districts. 

"  Section  five  provides  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  a  provost-marshal  for  each  district,  with 
the  rank,  pay,  eta,  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  the 
whole  to  be  under  a  provost-marshal  genera^ 
with  rank,  eta,  of  a  colonel  of  cavahry,  whose 
office  shall  constitute  a  bureau  at  the  seat  of 
Government 
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**  Section  six  provides  that  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General  shall  make  rules  for  government  of 
subordinates,  furnish  them  the  names  of  desert- 
ers, communicate  all  orders  of  the  President  for 
calling  out  the  national  forces ;  file  copies  of  en- 
rolment lists,  obtain  reports  from  his  subordi- 
nates; audit  all  accounts  connected  with  the 
service  under  his  direction,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  President  prescribes. 

**  Section  seven.  The  provost-marshal  is  to 
arrest  and  send  to  the  nearest  military  post  all 
deserters ;  to  inquire  into  an3  report  to  his  supe- 
rior all  treasonable  practices ;  to  seize  and  con- 
fine spies  of  the  enemy ;  and  obey  generally  all 
lawful  r^ulations  and  orders  of  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General. 

**  Section  eight  provides  for  a  board  of  enrol- 
ment in  each  district,  of  which  the  provost-mar- 
shal shall  be  president ;  the  others  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
to  be  a  practising  physician  and  surgeon. 

"Section  nine  provides  that  the  board  shall 
divide  the  districts  into  sub-districts  of  not  ex- 
ceeding two  without  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  before  March  tenth,  and  in  each  al- 
ternate year  thereafter;  to  appoint  an  enrolling 
officer  in  each  sub-district,  and  furnish  blanks, 
etc.  The  officer  to  enroll  all  persons  in  his  sub- 
district  before  April  first,  noting  age,  residence, 
and  occupation,  and  report  to  the  board;  the 
board  to  consolidate  the  names  into  a  list,  and 
report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General  before  first 
May. 

**  Section  ten  provides  for  separate  enrolment 
of  the  classes,  and  that  the  ages  shall  be  reckon- 
ed from  the  first  July  after  enrolment 

**  Section  eleven.  The  enrolment  is  to  be  for 
two  years,  and  the  enrolled  to  be  liable  to  serve 
three  years,  or  for  the  war,  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  volunteers,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

"  Section  twelve.  In  case  of  call,  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  assign  to  each  district  the  number  of 
men  to  be  furnished ;  the  board  to  draft  the  re- 
quired number,  and  sixty  per  cent  additional — 
the  drafted  men  to  be  notified  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  and  report  for  duty  within  ten  days. 

"  Section  thirteen.  Men  failing  to  report,  to  be 
treated  as  deserters,  unless  they  show  non-liabil- 
ity to  do  military  duty. 

"  Section  fourteen  provides  for  the  inspection 
of  the  drafted  men  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board, 
and  the  hearing  of  claims  for  exemption  by  the 
board ;  their  decision  to  be  final  in  all  cases. 

"  Section  fifteen  provides  for  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  surgeons  for  receiving  presents  or 
agreeing  to  receive  any  valuable  thing  for  mak- 
ing a  false  report  or  for  neglecting  to  make  a  re- 
port Punishment  to  be  fine  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, imprisonment  at  discretion  of  court-martial, 
and  dismissal  from  service. 

"  Section  sixteen  provides  for  the  discharge  of 
those  not  required,  and  payment  of  their  travel- 
ling expenses.  Also  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  draft ;  expenses  of  arresting  and 
returning  deserters;  provides  against  commuta- 


tion to  the  provost-marshals  except  for  forage, 
and  for  pay  of  clerk  hire,  postage,  stationery,  etc 

"Section  seventeen 'provides  for  substitutes. 

"  Section  eighteen  provides  for  paying  a  bounty 
of  fifty  dollars  to  all  the  present  volunteers  who 
reSnIist  for  one  year,  one  half  on  reenlistment, 
and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  regn- 
listment ;  those  who  refinlistfor  two  years,  twen- 
ty-five dollars  of  the  one  hundred  dollar  bounty 
provided  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  relating  to  volunteers. 

"  Section  nineteen  provides  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  companies  in  regiments  of  volunteers  from 
the  same  State,  when  reduced  to  one  half  the 
maximum,  and  for  a  reduction  of  the  officers  in 
such  cases  in  the  same  proportion. 

"  Section  twenty  provides  that  whenever  a  re- 
giment is  reduced  below  the  minimum  allowed 
by  law,  no  officers  shall  be  appointed  beyond  the 
number  necessary  to  command  the  regiment 

"  Section  twenty -on©  repeals  so  much  of  sec- 
tion five  of  the  act  of  July  seventeenth,  1862,  as 
requires  the  approval  of  the  President  to  a  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial  in  case  of  a  spy  or  a  de- 
serter, or  of  mutiny  or  murder,  and  substitutes  the 
approval  of  the  commanding  general  in  the  field. 

"  Section  twenty-two  gives  to  courts-martial 
power  to  punish  absenting  officers  by  reducing 
them  to  the  ranks  for  three  years. 

"Section  twenty-three  provides  that  soldiers 
shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of  the  clothes,  arms,  etc., 
furnished  by  the  United  States,  but  all  such  ar- 
ticles may  be  seized  by  any  civil  or  military  offi- 
cer and  delivered  to  any  quartermaster. 

"  Section  twenty-four  provides  for  the  punish- 
ment by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  nor 
more  than  two  years,  for  enticing  a  soldier  to  de- 
sert, for  concealing  or  harboring  or  employing  a 
deserter,  and  for  purchasing  his  arms,  clothing, 
eta,  and  the  same  penalty  for  any  superintend- 
ent or  conductor  of  any  public  conveyance,  cap- 
tains of  ships,  etc.,  for  carrjring  away  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  any  person  knowing  him  to  have 
deserted. 

"  Section  twenty-five  provides  the  same  pun- 
ishment for  resisting  a  draft,  or  for  counselling  or 
aiding, resistance  to  a  draft,  or  counselling  drafted 
men  not  to  appear  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or 
dissuading  men  firom  performing  military  duty. 

"  Section  twenty -six  provides  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that 
soldiers  now  absent  without  leave  may  return 
within  a  time  to  be  specified  by  him  without 
punishment,  except  the  forfeiture  of  their  pay 
and  rations  during  absence ;  and  those  who  do 
not  return,  to  be  treated  as  deserters. 

"  Section  twenty-seven  provides  for  taking  de- 
positions of  witnesses  not  raiding  in  the  military 
district  where  the  court  is  held. 

"  Section  twenty-eight  provides  that  the  judge- 
advocate  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  reporter 
to  record  the  proceedings  and  testimony  of  the 
courts-martial.      « 

"  Section  twenty-nine  provides  for  a  continu- 
ance for  cause  to  either*  party,  but  not  to  ex* 
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ceed  sixty  days,  if  the  prisoner  be  in  elose  con- 
finement 

"  Section  thirty.  In  time  of  war,  insurrection, 
ind  rebellion,  cases  of  felony,  by  persons  in  mil- 
itary service,  are  to  be  tried  only  by  courts-mar- 
tiil,  subject  to  the  articles  of  war — the  penalty 
to  be  not  less  than  is  prescribed  in  the  State 
where  the  offence  is  committed. 

**  Section  thirty-one.  Officers  absent  on  leave 
are  to  receive  half-pay  and  allowance,  and  if  ab- 
sent without  leave,  no  pay  and  allowance  during 
such  absence. 

"Section  thirty-two.  Commanders  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  in  the  field  to  have  power 
to  grant  furloughs,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  to 
five  per  cent  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  for  good  conduct 

**  Section  thirty-three.  The  President  is  to  as- 
sign drafted  persons  to  any  corps  or  service  which 
exigencies  may  require. 

**  Section  thirty-four.  Details  to  special  service 
are  to  be  made  only  with  consent  of  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  field,  and  no  extra  pay  for 
special  service  to  be  allowed. 

**  Section  thirty-five  rescinds  general  orders  of 
War  Department  Numbers  154  and  162,  and  for- 
bids enlisting  from  the  volunteers  for  regular 
army. 

"  Section  thirty-six  provides  compensation  for 
the  grades  in  the  cavalry  service,  not  before  pro- 
vided for,  namely,  regimental  commissary  same 
as  regimental  •  quartermaster,  chief  trumpeter 
same  as  chief  bugler,  saddler- sergeant  the  same 
as  regimental  commissary-sergeant,  company  com- 
missary-sergeant same  as  company  quartermas- 
ter's sergeant.  Also  provides  that  the  grade  of 
sopemumerary  second  lieutenant  and  two  team- 
sters for  each  company,  and  one  chief  farrier  and 
blacksmith  for  each  regiment,  shall  be  abolished ; 
also,  that  each  company  may  have  two  trumpet- 
ers, to  be  paid  as  buglers ;  one  veterinary  sur- 
geo  to  each  regiment,  at  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  and  rank  of  regimental  sergeant-maior. 

**Sir,  these  provisions  embodied  in  this  bill  are 
intended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  and 
the  requirements  of  the  military  service.  They 
have  been  incorporated  into  the  bill  after  much 
examination  and  reflection,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  several  of  our  most  experienced  military 
men.  I  am  confident  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
embodying  so  many  provisions  required  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  will  weapon  the 
hands  of  the  nation,  fire  the  drooping  hearts  of 
the  people,  thrill  the  wasting  ranks  of  our  legions 
in  the  field,  carry  dismay  into  the  councils  of 
treason,  and  give  assurance  to  the  nations  that 
the  American  people  have  the  sublime  virtue  of 
heroic  constancy  and  endurance  that  will  assure 
the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  exempt 
Members  of  Congress  from  the  enrolment  and 
<JTafL  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Elansas,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment 
Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Doolittle,  of 
Wisconsin,  supported  Mr.  Cowan^s  amendment 


Mr.  Wilson  thought  its  adoption  would  weaken 
the  moral  force  of  the  law — ^he  wanted  every  body 
to  feel  that  this  measure  was  a  necessity,  forced 
upon  us  by  the  needs  of  the  country ;  that  to  be 
drafted  to  carry  this  country  through  the  im- 
pending struggle  was  the  most  honorable  thing 
that  can  fall  upon  an  American  citizen.  The 
amendment  was  lost  —  yeas,  thirteen;  nays, 
twenty-four. 

Mr.  Cowan  then  moved  to  exempt  Governors, 
Members  of  the  State  legislatures,  and  members 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States.  Mr. 
Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  **  members 
of  the  State  legislatures" — yeas,  twenty-two; 
nays,  twenty ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessen- 
den,  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  exempting  the 
members  of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States 
was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  "justices  of 
the  peace  not  included ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted.  Mr.  Collamer  moved  to 
amend  the  twelfth  section  by  adding,  "  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished,  the  President  should  take  into  ac- 
count the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia  fur- 
nished from  the  State,  and  allow  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  period  of  their  service,  and  allow 
the  same  to  be  apportioned  equally  among  the 
districts  in  the  State,  and  make  apportionment 
of  the  districts  of  the  several  States  accordingly." 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  include  all  persons  furnished  the  navy  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grimes, 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  rejected. 
Mr.  Collamer*s  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  exempt  professors  in  col- 
leges and  teachers  in  schools ;  biit  the  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a  division.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Collamer, 
which  had  been  agreed  to,  by  adding  f*  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  in  each  State  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  furnished  therefrom,  the  Presi- 
dent should  take  into  account  the  number  of  per- 
sons that  might  thereafter  be  furnished  to  the 
nary,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the 
thirteenth  section,  and  insert:'*  that  any  person 
drafted  and  notified  to  appear  as  aforesaid,  may, 
on  or  before  the  day  fixed  for  his  appearance,  fur- 
nish an  acceptable  substitute  to  take  his  place  in 
the  draft,  or  he  may  pay  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  authorize  to  receive  it, 
such  sum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
as  the  Secretary  may  determine  for  the  procura- 
tion of  such  substitute,  and  thereupon  such  per- 
son so  fumishinff  the  substitute  or  paying  the 
money  shall  be  discharged  from  further  liability 
under  that  draft ;  and  any  person  failing  to  re- 
port after 'due  service  of  notice  as  herein  pre- 
scribed without  furnishing  a  substitute  or  paying 
the  required  sum  therefor,  shall  be  deemed  a  de- 
serter, and  shall  be  arrested  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal and  sent  to  the  nearest  military  post  for  trial 
by  court-martial,  unless,  upon  proper  showing 
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he  is  not  liable  to  do  military  doty,  the  board  of 
enrolment  shall  relieve  him  from  draft"  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  that  the 
national  forces  should  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
the  first  of  which  should  comprise  all  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  years,  and  all  unmarriwi  per- 
sons subject  to  do  military  duty  above  the  age 
of  thirty  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five ;  the 
second  class  should  comprise  all  other  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty ;  and  they  should  not, 
in  any  district,  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  until  those  of  the  first  class  should 
have  been  called.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "eighteen"  and  inserting 
**  twenty,"  and  striking  out  the  word  **  thirty" 
and  inserting  **  thirty-five,"  so  that  the  classes 
would  be  from  twenty  to  thirty-five,  and  from 
thirty-five  to  forty-five ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith*s  motion  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  was  lost 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  adding  that  persons  of  foreign  birth  who 
should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to 
become  citizens,  and  who  should  have  exercised 
the  privileges  of  citizens  by  voting  in  the  United 
States,  should  be  deemed  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  act 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and  re- 
jected. Mr.  Han^s,  of  New-York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  •*  persons  who,  being 
from  scruples  of  conscience  averse  to  bearing  arms, 
are,  by  the  constitution  of  any  State,  excused 
therefrom."  Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  de- 
clared that  the  obligation  rested  equally  upon  all, 
and  the  law  should  apply  to  all.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  would  exempt  those  whose  re- 
ligious feelings  would  be  shocked  if  compelled  to 
bear  arms.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  thought 
the  amendment  did  not  go  far  enough.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  said  the  efiect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  modify  Mr.  Harris's  amendment  so  as  to 
exempt  the  clergy.  Mr.  McDougall  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  include 
the  Methodist  clergy,  as  they  were  a  fighting 
clergy.  Mr.  Howard  thought  the  loval  clergy 
were  the  most  fighting  portion  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Wilson  would  not  exempt  lawyers  or  clergy- 
men. Mr.  Davis  would  say  to  all  of  them :  **  Fight, 
pay,  or  emigrate."  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Missouri, 
would  excuse  nobody.  Mr.  Harris  then  withdrew 
his  amendment  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  exempt 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  amendment  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Morrill,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Har- 
ris, and  Mr.  Henderson,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  thd  Senate  as 
amended.  The  amendment  exempting  governors 
and  judges  was  lost — yeas,  seventeen ;  nays, 
nineteen ;  and  the  amendment  giving  States  credit 
for  persons  furnished  to  the  navy  was  non-con- 
curred in ~ yeas,  eleven;    nays,    twenty-five. 


Other  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WTiole  were  concurred  in.  Mr.  Wilkinson  moved 
to  exempt  members  of  Congress,  governors,  and 
judges  of  the  several  States ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — ^yeas,  sixteen;  nays,  twenty.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  classes 
exempted,  the  Vice-President,  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  heads  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments  —  yeas,  fourteen ;  nays, 
twenty-two ;  so  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend  by  adding  to 
the  first  section  that  all  able-bodied  male  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  foreign  birth, 
who  should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  citizens,  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  laws  thereof,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
cepted, were  hereby  declared  to  constitute  the 
national  forces — ^yeas,  twenty-seven ;  nays,  nine ; 
so  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  a  good  one,  and 
he  proposed  to  put  it  in  operation  by  adding,  as 
a  new  section,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  and  empowered,  during  the 
present  rebellion,  to  call  forth  the  national  forces 
by  drafl  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  this  act 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  eleventh 
section  the  words,  **  three  years  or  during  the 
war,"  and  insert  "one  year" — ^yeas,  ten;  nays,, 
twenty-six.  Mr.  Harris  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  three  years,"  and  insert  **  two  years ;" 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  The  bill  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
the  Speaker  stated  the  business  to  be  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  bill  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces.  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afifairs.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  suggested 
that  the  bill  be  read  by  clauses  for  amendment, 
and  that  the  discussion  should  be  confined  to 
amendments.  Mr.  Vallandigham  objected  to  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  Mr.  Wickliff*e,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Military  Committee,  by  in- 
structing the  Committee  to  report  it  back  with  a 
proviso,  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mander of  troops  at  any  post,  in  any  State,  on 
the  days  of  election  by  the  citizens  of  such  State, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  State  officers,  or 
officers  of  the  United  States,  or  Representatives 
in  Congress,  or  electors  for  the  President  or  Vice- 
President,  to  remove  and  keep  his  troops  at  least 
one  mile  from  the  place  of  voting  during  said 
election.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a 
proviso,  that  no  one  should  be  enrolled  under  Ms 
act  except  able-bodied  white  citizens  of  the  tJnited 
States.  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  did  not 
**  know  a  district  in  Pennsylvania  where  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal, this  little  military  despot,  can  ex- 
ercise over  free-bom  citizens  the  sway  that  is 
claimed  for  him."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, declared  his  readiness  **  to  vote  the  last  man 
and  the  last  dollar  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  b^ore  us.     I  am  ready  to  fight  it  out 
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hj  knd  and  hj  sea,  as  long  as  may  be  necessary 
to  crash  out  the  rebels  themselves,  and  all  their 
STmpathieers  at  home  and  abroad."  Mr.  Wright, 
of  PeDnsylvania,  was  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
the  bill,  but  he  thought  some  of  its  provisions  in 
ooaflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  he  desired  to 
amend  it  Mr.  Sargent,  of  California,  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  *'  because  it  distributes  equally  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war,  laying  them  as  well  upon  the 
hkewann  friends  or  uie  open  opponents  of  the 
GoTernment  as  upon  the  true  and  faithful ;  be- 
eaose  it  prevents  the  possibility  of  demagogues, 
who  seek  the  ruin  of  the  republic,  longer  pre- 
venting the  enlistment  of  soldiers  to  fight  this 
CTeat  battle  of  freedom."  Mr.  Sheffield,  of  Rhode 
Ishind,  thought  the  law  would  put  to  a  severe  test 
the  loyalty  of  the  people ;  in  ^eir  submission  to 
iti  provisions  was  involved  the  question  of  their 
devotion  to  their  country.  Mr.  White,  of  Ohio, 
bitteriy  denounced  the  bill  as  an  arbitrary  meas- 
ure. Mr.  Vallandigham  denounced  the  bi  1  as  a 
measare  **  to  abrogate  the  Constitution,  to  repeal 
all  existing  laws,  to  destroy  all  rights,  to  strike 
down  the  judiciary,  and  eredt  upon  the  ruins  of 
civil  and  political  ubertv  a  stupendous  superstruc- 
ture of  despotism."  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Vallandigham  in  a  speech  of  great 
power.  Mr.  Voorhees,  of  Indiana,  declared  that 
tke  administration  would  deceive  the  country  no 
moro,  nor  coerce  or  intimidate  it  with  its  measures. 

On  the  twenty -fourth,  the  debate  was  resumed 
by  Mr.  Malloiy,  of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  bilL  Mr.  Dann,  of  Indiana, 
declared  that  the  necessity  was  upon  us  to  pass  a 
bill  of  this  character.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  patssaee  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  |he  passa^  of  the 
measure  with  some  amendments.  Mr.  i>teele,  of 
New- York,  objected  to  the  bill  **  as  one  of  a 
aeries  of  measures  which  centralize  power  in  the 
Federal  Government."  Mr.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocat- 
ed the  measure,  and  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Norton,  of  Missouri,  opposed  it  On  the  twenty- 
fiilh,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
debate  in  &vor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill :  **  You 
die,"  he  said,  '^  without  this  measure ;  you  can 
no  more  with  it,  except  you  die  as  cowards  die, 
many  times."  Bfr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  fol- 
bw^  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  **  A  negro 
army,"  he  declared,  '*is  a  weakness  in  your 
country.  It  unnerves  the  white  man's  hand ;  it 
unnerves  the  white  man's  heart  White  men 
will  not  fight  by  the  side  of  negroes." 

Mr.  Clin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
oat  of  the  seventh  section  the  words,  "*  to  inquire 
ifito  add  report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General 
all  treasonable  practices ;  to  detect,  seize,  and 
ftNifine  spies  of  the  enemy,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  *^  To  detect,  seize,  and  confine  spies  of 
the  enemy,  ^ho  shall,  without  unreasonable  de- 
li^,,be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  general 
commanding  the  district  in  wmch  they  may  be 
vrested.  to  be  tried  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of 
^  i^ernod  permit;"  and  the  amendment  was 


agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  all 
persons  who,  in  time  of  war  or  of  rebellion 
against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  found  lurking  or  acting  as  spies 
in  or  about  any  fortification,  post,  or  encampment 
of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  triable  by  military  commis- 
sion, and,  upon  conviction,  should  sufier  death. 
Mr.  Cox  moved  to  insert  the  word  "white"  be- 
fore **  able-bodied."  Mr.  Lovejoy  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
fifty-two ;  nays,  eighty-five. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  as  a  substitute  a  new  bill  of  eleven  sec- 
tions— ^yeas,  forty -five ;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
seven ;  so  Mr.  Holman's  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed — ^yeas,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen ;  nays,  forty -eight 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  amendments.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Dela- 
ware, moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  at  length  against  its  provisions. 
Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  followed  in  support 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Turpie,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  "the  opposition  to  this  measure  was  made 
because  it  was  palpably  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  Mr.  Carlisle 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Hicks, 
of  Maryland,  spoke  for  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  the  same  State,  against  it  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky?  Mr.  Richardson, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  question  ^as  then 
taken  on  Mr.  Bayard^ s  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  it,  and  it  was  lost«— yeas,  eleven  ;  nays, 
thirty-five.  The  several  amendments  of  the 
fiouse  were  then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XLVL — The  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled 
**^n  Act  to  authorize  the  Employment  of 
Volunteers  to  aid  in  Enforcing  the  Laws,  and 
Protecting  Public  Property"  appi'oved  July 
twenty-second^  1861. 

In  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1868,  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers, approved  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861. 
The  bill  provided  that  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, private,  or  other  person  who  had  been,  or  might 
thereafter  be,  discharged  from  the  army  within  two 
years  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  by  reason 
of  wounds  received  in  battle,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  was  granted,  or 
might  be  granted,  to  the  same  class  of  persons 
who  were  discharged  after  a  service  of  two  years. 
It  was  read  three  times,  engrossed,  and  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  March,  it  was  taken  up  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1868. 
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No.  XLVII. — The  Joint  ReBolution  gvoing  the 
Thanhs  of  Congrets  to  Major- General  William 
S.  Hosecrane  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under 
his  Command,  for  their  Gallantry  and  Good 
Conduct  in  the  Battle  of  Murfreesboro^  Ten- 
nessee, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution,  giving 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  William 
S.  Rosecrans,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Murfireesboro,  Tennessee,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment  It  presents  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  William  S.  Rose- 
crans, and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesboro,  Tennessee,  where  they  achieved  a  sig- 
nal victory  for  our  arms;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  Major- 
General  Rosecrans,  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son called  up  the  resolution,  which  had  not  been 
acted  upon  because  the  official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle had  not  been  received.  The  report  had  been 
received,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up  and 
passed.  ^ 

The  House  of  Kepresentativea,  on  the  second 
of  March,  took  up  and  passed  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  approved  on  the  third  of  March, 
1868. 

No.  XLVIII.— 7%«  Bill  providing  for  the  Or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Corps, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  a  Signal  Corps  to  serve  during, 
the  war,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  report  accompanying  it  On 
the  nineteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  and 
passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  March,  the  bill 
was  taken  up  and  read  twice ;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McPherson,  it  was  amended  by  adding  five 
new  sections,  providing,  that  paymasters  be  re- 
quired, wheU  informed  by  soldiers  of  the  loss 
of  allotment  checks,  to  forward  the  information 
to  the  United  States  Sub-Treasurer  in  the  city 
of  New- York.  That  there  may  be  appointed  fifty 
surgeons  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  assistant- 
surgeons  of  volunteers.  That  section  two  of  the 
act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,"  should  be  construed  to  in- 
clude steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and  railroad 
engines  and  cars.  That  no  steamboat,  nor  the 
master  or  owner  of  any  steamboat,  should  be 


liable  to  any  of  the  penaltieB  prescribed  by  exist- 
ing  laws,  nor  be  liable  to  any  person  or  persons 
for  any  injury  or  damage  that  may  result,  for 
transporting  gunpowder,  or  any  materials  whioh 
ignite  by  friction,  or  oils  or  other  explosive  burn- 
ing fluids,  when  such  transportation  should  be 
done  in  the  service  of  the  Government  That  that 
part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  authorisd 
the  employment  of  volunteers,  approved  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  which  secures  to  the  widows 
of  such  volunteers  as  die  or  may  be  killed  in 
service,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  should 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  widow  of  any 
soldier  dying  or  killed  in  service  who  may  have 
wilfully,  maliciously,  and  without  just  provoca- 
tion, deserted  her  husband  before  he  entered  such 
service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide,  that  the 
laws  heretofore  passed  relating  to  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia  called  into  the  service  since 
the  first  day  of  April,  1861,  should  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  allow  payment  to  such  volunteers 
and  militia  to  commence  as  follows :  to  the  en- 
listed men  from  the  date  of  their  individual  en- 
rolment or  enlistment,  and  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  from  the  date  at  which  they  were 
mustered  into  service,  the  date  of  their  entering 
upon  actual  service  in  the  field,  or  the  date  of  the 
organization  of  their  respective  companies  or  regi- 
ments, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  general 
orders  of  the  War  Department,  whichever  of  those 
dates  should  in  point  of  time  first  occur. 

Mr.  Hoi  man,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  the 
pay  of  privates  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
should,  afler  the  first  day  of  March,  1868,  be 
fifteen  dollars  per  month ;  and  it  was  agreed  to^ 
yeas,  eighty-four;  nays,  forty-six.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  further 
amended  by  adding  three  sections,  providing 
that  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
the  Surgeon-General  be  authorized  to  purchase 
one  or  more  site  or  sites  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing suitable  hospital  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  poor,  disabled,  discharged  soldiers  of 
the  army  or  of  the  volunteer  service,  and  to  be 
paid  for,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  improvements 
and  buildings,  out  of  the  appropriation  of  two 
million  dollars  made  by  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,*°  approved  fifth  July,  1862.  That  the  Presi 
dent  Secretary  of  War,  and  Surgeon-General 
were  authorized  to  make  rules  and  regulations  as 
to  the  management,  control,  and  superintendence 
of  said  hospitals.  That  the  soldiers  who  may  be 
entitled,  under  rules  and  regulations,  to  be  placed 
in  the  hospitals,  should  be  fed,  clothed,  and  care- 
fully provided  for,  at  the  cost  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  they  were  dis- 
abled and  incompetent  to  procure  a  living,  or  had 
not  the  means  of  self-support:  Provided^  that  no 
soldier  during  the  time  he  might  reside  in  the 
said  hospital  or  home  should  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pension.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed.  The  amendments  of  the  House 
were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate. 
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Na  XLlX.-^Ths  BUI  autharuing  ths  BreMtting 

of  Volunteer  Officers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1863,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bre- 
yetting  of  volunteer  and  other  oflBcers,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  twen- 
{y-fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  It  proposed  to 
authorize  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  brevet  rank 
upon  such  commissioned  officers  of  the  volun- 
teer and  other  forces  in  the  United  States  service 
as  had  been,  or  might  thereafter  be,  distinguish- 
ed by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct; 
which  rank  should  not  entitle  them  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments.  The  bill  was  passed 
without  amendment.  In  the  House,  on  the  sec- 
ond of  March,  it  was  taken  up,  read  three  times, 
and  passed  without  amendment,  and  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1868. 

No.  L. — The  Bill  to  promote  the  I^ffUiency  of 
the  Corpe  of  EngineerSy  and  of  the  Ordnance 
Departtnenty  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  House,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1862, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  of  the 
commissary  department,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  its  further  consideration  postponed.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  it  was  considered  and  recommitted, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, with  leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the 
ninth  of  July,  Mr.  Dunn  reported  it  back  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed.  The  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  no  action 
was  taken  at  that  session. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  redrganize  the 
corps  of  engineers,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  sev- 
enteenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  back  with  an 
amendment  It  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  It  proposed  to  abolish  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  and  to  merge  it 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  were  to  have 
one  chief  engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major-general ;  two  inspectors-gen- 
eral of  fortifications,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  brigadier-generals;  five  colonels, 
ten  lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty 
captains,  thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second 
lieutenants.  The  general  officers  provided  were 
to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
officers  of  all  lower  grades  were  to  take  rank  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  dates  of  commission  in 
the  existing  corps  of  en^oeers  or  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers.  No  officer  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  was  thereafter  to  be  promoted  to  a 
higher  grade  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory 
examination  before  a  board  of  three  engineers, 
senior  to  hiiu  in  rank  ;  and  should  the  officer  fail 
at  the  examiination,  he  was  to  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  should  be  reex- 
Vou  IX.— Doc,  4 


amtned,  and,  upon  a  second  failure,  should  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  as 
an  amendment  that  there  should  be  adddd  to  the 
ordnance  department,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two 
majors,  four  captains,  four  first  lieutenants,  and 
eight  second  lieutenants.  That  there  should  be 
added  to  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  four 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  eight  majors ;  that  the 
increase  of  rank  and  officers,  and  in  the  number 
of  officers  provided  in  sections  four  and  five  of 
the  act  should  continue  only  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  rebellion,  and  one  year  thereafter. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
confer  upon  the  senior  officer  of  the  marine  corps, 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  lieu  of  the  office  of  colonel  commandant, 
and  that  the  office  of  colonel  commandant  be 
abolished ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas,  seven,  nays,  twenty-eight  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
reconsidered ;  but  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty- 
two  ;  nays,  thirteen.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  he  could  not  vote  for 
it  after  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  amend- 
ment ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fourteen, 
nays,  twenty.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  then  recommitted,  and  not  again  re- 
ported. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  January, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported the  House  bill  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1862.  On  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re- 
committed ;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  substitute.  It  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  House  bill  and  insert :  *'  That  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  army,  is  abolished,  and  is  merged 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  shall  have  oho 
chief-engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu* 
ments  of  a  brigadier-general ;  four  colonels,  ten 
lieutenantKX>lonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty  cap- 
tains, thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
teuants.  That  the  general  officer  provided  shall 
be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers  as  estab- 
lished, and  that  officers  of  all  lower  grades  shall 
take  rank  according  to  their  respective  dates  of 
commission  in  the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or 
corps  of  topographical  engineers.  That  no  officer 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,  below  the  rank  of  a  field- 
officer,  shall  hereafter  be  promoted  to  a  higher 
grade,  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination before  a  board  of  three  engineers,  se- 
nior to  him  in  rank ;  and  should  the  officer  fail  at 
said  examination,  he  shall  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  be  shall  bo  reex- 
amined, and,  upon  a  second  failure,  shall  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army.     That 
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there  shall  be  added  to  the  ordnance  department, 
one  liou tenant-colonel,  two  majors,  four  captains, 
four  first  lieutenants  and  eight  second  lieuten- 
^  ants  ;  the  additional  officers  herein  authorized  to 
be  appointed  by  promotion,  so  far  as  the  present 
officers  of  the  ordnance  corps  will  permit ;  and 
the  residue  to  be  appointed  by  transfers  frem 
other  regiments  or  corps  of  the  army.  That 
th^re  be  added  to  the  officers  now  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  army,  by  regular  pro- 
motion therein,  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-col- 
onels, and  four  majors,  who  shall  have  the  same 
rank  in  said  department  as  other  officers  of  like 
grade  therein.  That  the  increase  of  rank  of  offi- 
cers and  in  the  number  of  officers  provided  for 
in  this  act  shall  continue  only  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  present  rebellion  and  one  year  there- 
after ;  excepting,  however,  the  ordinary  increase 
of  grade  by  ordinary  promotion,  independent  of 
the  previsions  of  this  act  That  section  two  of 
the  act  approved  Mareh  third,  1849,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
nervice  of  the  United  States,*  shall  be  construed 
to  include  steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and 
*  railroad  engines  and  cars,'  in  the  property  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  when  destroyed  or  lost 
under  the  cireumstances  provided  for  in  said  act 
That  the  foroes  authorized  to  be  received  into  the 
service  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  approv- 
ed the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  entitled  ^  An 
act  to  amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  approved  February 
twenty-eighth,  1795,  and  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,'  shall  be  officer- 
ed by  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President,  and  governed  by  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war.  That  all  payments  of  advance 
bounty  made  to  enlisted  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged before  serving  out  the  term  required  by 
law  for  its  payment  m  full,  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  paymasters 
at  the  treasury  ;  but  hereafter,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  amount  so  advanced  shall  be  charged  against 
the  enlisted  men,  unless  the  discharge  be  upon 
surgeon's  certificate  for  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness incurred  since  their  last  enlistment  That 
upon  any  requisition  hereafter  being  made  by  the 
President  for  militia,  any  person  who  shall  have 
volunteered  or  been  drafted  for  the  service  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  or -a  shorter  period, 
may  enlist  into  a  regiment  from  the  same  State 
to  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  any  person 
so  enlisting  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a 
bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  time  and 
manner  provided  by  the  act  of  July  twenty -se- 
cond, 1861,  for  the  payment  of  the  bounty  pro- 
vided for  by  that  act"  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  relating  to 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the  contin- 
uance of  the  ranks  of  officers  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty-two,  nays,  fourteen.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  substitute  was  amend- 
ed, by  adding,  that  no  officer  of  the  ordnance  de- 


partment below  the  rank  of  fleld-offloer  should 
be  promoted  or  commissioned  to  a  higher  grade, 
nor  should  any  officer  of  the  army  be  commis- 
sioned as  an  ordnance  officer,  until  he  should 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  a 
board  of  not  less  than  three  ordance  officers,  se- 
nior to  himself  in  rank.  Mr.  Harris  moved  to 
amend  the  substitute,  so  as  to  increase  the  ca|^ 
tains  and  first  lieutenants  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, "eight"  each  instead  of  **four"  each ;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  add  an  additional  sec- 
tion, relieving  the  men^rs  of  the  Friends  from 
draft;  and  he  supported  his  amendment  in  an 
earnest  speech.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  and 
lost— yeas,  fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  substitute  was  amended, 
by  adding  four  new  sections,  providing  that  the 
officers  of  the  medical  department  should  unite 
with  the  line  officers  of  the  army  in  supervising 
the  cooking  within  the  same,  as  an  important 
sanitary  measure,  and  that  it  should  promulgate 
to  its  officers  such  regulations  and  instructions 
as  might  tend  to  insure  the  proper  proportion  of 
the  ration  of  the  soldier.  That  cooks  should  be 
detailed  in  turn  from  the  privates  in  each  com- 
pany of  troops  in  the  service,  at  the  rate  of  one 
cook  for  each  company  numbering  less  than  thir- 
ty men,  and  two  cooks  for  each  company  num- 
bering over  thirty  men,  who  should  serve  ten 
days  each.  That  the  President  should  be  author- 
ized to  cause  to  be  enlisted  for  each  cook  two 
under-cooks  of  African  descent,  who  should  re- 
ceive for  their  full  consideration  ten  dollars  per 
month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  three  dollars  of 
said  monthly  pay  might  be  in  clothing.  That  the 
army  rations  should  hereafter  include  pepper,  in 
the  proportion  of  four  ounces  for  every  one  hun- 
dred rations. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  providing 
that  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  number  of  o^ 
ficers  should  continue  only  during  the  rebellion 
and  one  year  after;  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  niinois,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the  substitute, 
providing  that  the  colored  troops  should  be  offi- 
cered by  men  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President  The  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  re- 
jected. The  substitute  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion repealing  the  three  hundred  dollar  commu- 
tation cUuse  of  the  enrolment  act  not  then  ap- 
proved. After  debate  it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  ten ; 
nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  a  section  declaring  that  no  n^ro,  free 
or  slave,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  military,  ma- 
rine, or  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  but 
it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  twelve;  nay^,  twenty- 
three.  Mr.  Powell  then  moved  that  no  pertion 
of  African  descent  should  be  commissioned  or 
hold  an  office  in  the  army — ^yeas,  eighteen ;  nays, 
seventeen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment, 
the  words  **  except  company  officers  in  compa 
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nies  composed  exclnsivcly  of  persons  of  African 
descent-/*  and  the  amendment  was  a^eed  to— 
yets,  nineteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson 
stid  he  was  satisfied  thatjthe  hill  would  not  go 
through  Congress  with  the'section  in  it,  and  he 
moved  to  strike  it  out,  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Richardson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
(Ml  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  order- 
ed, and  resulted — yeas,  twenty-.six  ;  nays,  ten. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  title  was  amended 
so  as  to  read :  **  An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  of  the  ordnance  de- 
pirtment,  and  for  other,  purposes."  The  House 
eoQcarred  in  the  amendments  of  the. Senate ;  so 
:he  bill  was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
feoton  the  third  of  March,  1868. 

S(k  LI— The  Bill  to  increau  the  Number  of  Met- 

jor-GenertUe  and  Brigadier- GeneraU. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the 
CommiUee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  authorize 
to  increase  in  the  number  of  major-generals  and 
brigadier  generals,  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  a  second  raiding.  On  the  eleventh,  the  Senate, 
00  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bilL  It  authorized  in  addition 
to  the  four  major-generals  and  nine  brigadier- 
genenls  for  the  regular  army,  atid  the  forty  ma- 
jo^generals  and  two  hundred  brigadier-generals 
for  the  volunteer  service,  the  appointment  of 
thnty  major-generals  and  seventy  brigadier-gen- 
erals of  volunteers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Carlisle  opposed 
its  passage. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to 
itrike  out  the  word  **  thirty  "  and  insert  **  twen- 
ty," as  the  number  of  major-generals,  and  to 
rtrike  out  the  word  "  seventy  "  and  insert  "  fifty," 
as  ^e  number  of  brigadier-generals.  The 
uneodment  was  support^  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Rice,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Ring,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  and  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  thirteen. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at 
tbe  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  **  beyond  which 
nnmber  as  authorized  by  this  act  and  the  laws 
herein  referred  to,  no  general  shall  be  appointed 
in  any  branch  of  the  public  service ;"  and  the 
uiendmefit  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  moved 
to  recommit  it  to  the  Military  Committee ;  but  the 
iiotion  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed — 
jew,  twenty- two ;  nays,  fourteen. 

In  the  Hoase,  on  the  twenty-first,  the  bill,  on 
notion  of  Mr.  Olin,  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  McPher- 
xm,  from  .that  Conunittee,  reported  it  back  with 
aoendments.  The  first  amendment  reported  by 
^  Military  Committee  was  to  strike  out  the 
^wd  "  twenty  "  and  insert  "  forty,"  so  as  tq^n- 
creMe  llie  notnber  of  major-generals  ibrty  in- 
^■•d  of  twenty ;  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
cighty-elght ;    nays,    flfly-three.      The    second . 


amendment  was  to  increase  the  number  of  bri- 
gadier-generals one  hundred  instead  of  fifty,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nays,  fbrty-eight.  The  third 
amendment  propo.sed  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  forbidding  the 
appointment  of  any  generals  not  provided  for 
by  law;  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  seventy ; 
nays,  sixty-seven.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  that  the  President  should  appoint  no 
one  except  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
the  field ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to— 
yeas,  ninety-two ;  nays,  forty-one.  The  bill  was 
then  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and  two ;  nays, 
thirty-five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
House  amendment,  and  ask  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Latham  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
House  insisted  on  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
McPherson,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Mai- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  managers  on  its  part 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee 
of  conference  reported  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  to  increase  the 
number  of  major-generals  "  forty  "  instead  of 
**  twenty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  num- 
ber *♦  thirty;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  increase  the  number 
of  brigadier-generals  **  one  hundred  "  instead  of 
*^  fifty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  number 
**  seventy-five ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
third  amendment  of  the  House,  striking  out  the 
words,  **  forbidding  the  appointment  of  any  gen- 
erals not  provided  for  by  law ;"  and  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
House  with  an  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  read: 
**  That  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  this  act 
shall  be  selected  from  those  who  have  been 
conspicuous  for  gallant  or  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  line  of  duty."  The  Senate  concurred  in 
the  report 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report  Mr.  Cox  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table— yeas,  thirty;  nays,  eighty -five;  so 
the  House  refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1863. 

No.  LU.— The  Joint  Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Mc^ 
joT' General  Ulysses  S.  Grants  and  the  Officers 
and'  Soldiers  who  ha/oe  fought  under  his  Com- 
mand during  the  Rebellion;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
cause  a  Medal  to  be  struck^  to  be  presented  to 
Major-  General  Grant  in  the  name  of  the  People 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  1868, 
Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to 
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Major-dreneral  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  during  the  re- 
bellion,  and  providing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck, 
to  be  presented  to  Major-Greneral  Grant  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  Senate,  it  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
ported it  without  amendment  The  resolution 
directs  **  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought 
under  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  battles 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged ;  and  requests 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a 
gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems, 
devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Ma- 
jor-General Grant  When  the  medal  shall  have 
been  struck,  the  President  is  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  on  parch- 
ment, and  to  transmit  it,  together  with  the  medal, 
to  Major-General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  .  A  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect  is  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." Mr.  Wilson  asked  that  the  joint  re- 
solution should-  be  put  upon  its  passage.  Mr. 
Fessenden  asked  if  the  Military  Committee  had 
made  *^  any  examination  to  ascertain  what  sum 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  resolution  into 
effect"  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  "  the  Committee 
did  not  know  what  sum  it  would  be  necessary  to 
appropriate,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  authorities."  The 
joint  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed, 
and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  seventeenth 
of  December,  1868. 

No.  LIII. — Tfie  Joint  Resolution  to  supply  in 
part  Deficiencies  in  Appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lic Printing,  and  to  supply  D^iencies  in  the 
Appropriations  for  Bounties  to  Volunteers. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
public  printing,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  bounties  and  premiums  to  vol- 
unteers, which  was  read  twice,  committed  to  the 
Conimittee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  two  o'clock  of  that  day.  The  joint 
resolution  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  public  print- 
ing, and  twenty  million  dollars  for  the  payment 
of  bounties,  advance  pay,  and  premiums,  for  sol- 
diers who  volunteered  or  enlisted  in  the  service 
pf  the  United  States.  At  two  o'clock  the  House, 
on  motjon  of  Mr.  Stevens,  resolved  itself  into 
Conimittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fen  ton,  of  New- 
York,  in  the  chair.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Garfield,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Mr.  Spalding,  Mr.  Kelley, 


and  Mr.  Strouse  participated,  the  ocMnmittee,  oa 
^notion,  rose  to  terminate  the  debate. 

Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding,  as  a  provision,  that  no  part  of  the 
money  aforesaid  should  be  applied  to  the  rais- 
ing, arming,  equipping,  or  paying  of  n^gro  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Schenck  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
resulted — ^yeas,  forty-one;  nays,  one  hundred 
and  five;  so  the  amendment  was  lost  The  joint 
resolution  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "  and  premiums  for 
soldiers  volunteering  or  enlisting  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read :  '*That  the  sum  of  twenty  million  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  bounties  and  advance  pay."  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fessenden  then  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  proviso,  that 
no  bounties,  except  such  as  were  provided  by 
law,  should  be  paid  to  any  person  enlisted  afW 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  1865.  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  participated,  the  vote  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to^ 
yeas,  thirty-five ;  nays,  nine.  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  the 
money  paid  by  drafted  persons  should  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  should 
be  drawn  out  on  requisitions,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  public  moneys.  The  money  so  paid  should 
be  kept  in  the  treasury  as  a  special  deposit,  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  expenses  of  draft  and  for  the 
procuration  of  substitutes,  for  which  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated.  The  amendment  wai 
agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution  as  amended 
was  passed. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments,  and 
the  joint  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Prea- 
dent  on  the  twenty- third  of  December,  1863. 

No.  LIT. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  drop  from 
the  Rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  General 
Officers, 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864^ 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  drop  from 
the  rolls  of  the  army  unemployed  general  officers, 
which  wa^read  twice  and  made  the  special  order 
for  the  fifteenth  of  March.  On  the  sixteenth,  the 
resolution  was  taken  up,  debated,  and  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Kenian,  of  New- York.  The  House,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth, on  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  post- 
poned the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
to  the  sixth  of  April.  On  the  eleventh  of  May» 
it  was  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being 
on^e  amendments  of  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Kernao. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cox  provided  th^  when- 
ever any  offioer  should  demand  a  ooort  of  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOOUMBNTa 


53 


qmjy  ftoeh  eoort  should  be  oonyened ;  and  if  the 
court  find  him  competent  to  command  in  the 
rtnk  to  which  he  ie  entitled,  he  should  be  re- 
stored. The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas,  fortj-six  ;  nays,  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Kernan*s 
amendment  provid^  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  oflScers,  to  consist  of  three  major-gen- 
erals, three  brigadier-generals,  and  three  colonels, 
to  examine  into  the  competency,  fitness,  and  effi- 
cteocj  for  command  of  migor-generals  and  briga- 
dier-generals, who  should  not  be  in  the  perform- 
aoce  of  daty  on  the  first  of  July,  1864.  The 
tmendment  was  lost — ^yeas,  seventy-two ;  nays, 
forty-five.  It  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  and  not  reported. 

Id  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
1S64,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afl^rs,  reported  a  bill  to  drop  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  unemployed  major-generals  and  bri- 
gadier-generals, which  was  read  twice  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee.  On  the  fourteenth, 
Mr.  Schenck  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass.  It  provided  that  all  major  and  brigadier- 
generals  in  the  military  service,  who  on  the  fif- 
teenlh  day  of  February,  1866,  should  not  be  in 
tbe  performance  of  duty  or  service  corresponding 
to  their  respective  grades  or  rank,  and  who  should 
not  have  been  engaged  in  such  duty  or  service 
for  three  months  continuously  next  prior  to  that 
date,  should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army.  That  thereafter,  continuously,  until  the 
termination  of  the  war,  <en  the  last  day  of  each 
month,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865, 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  should  be  made  applicable 
to  any  general  officer  in  the  military  service,  who 
should  not,  on  the  last  day  of  any  month,  have 
been  engaged  in  the  performance  of  duty  or  serv- 
ice corresponding  to  his  proper  rank  for  three 
iDonths  consecutively,  then  next  preceding.  Mr. 
EWridge,  of  Wisconsin,  demanded  the  yeas 
•od  nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed— yeas,  ninety-nine;  nays,  thirty-eight 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-se- 
cond, Mr.  Wilson  reported,  that  **  the  Committee 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  economy, 
justice,  and  the  efficiency  and  general-  interests  of 
the  military  service  alike  demand  that  whore  gen- 
^  officers  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  are  found  to  be  unfit  for 
commands,  and  who  are  consequently  unemployed 
or  employed  on  duty  not  correspoiiding  to  their 
nak,  they  should  be  mustered  out^#the  service, 
uid  that  the  vacancies  thus  create  should  be 
filled  by  new  promotions  and  appointments,  in 
order  that  the  officers  of  an  inferior  grade  who 
^  performing  the  duties  proper  to  such  general 
(^cers  may  l^  promoted  to  the  rank  and  receive 
^  pay,  allowances,  and  emoluments  of  such  gen- 
^  officers.  But  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
^  no  fixed,  inflexible  rule  of  discrimination, 
such  as  is  embodied  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
Howe  of  Rfrcoentativea.  oouM  be  adopted  and 
fzecQtei  eonsistently  witn  equal  and  exact  just- 
ice toward  individual  officers,  and  with  the  inter- 


ests of  the  military  service  of  the  country.  Just- 
ice and  the  public  interests  demand  that  the  pow- 
er to  muster  general  officers  out  of  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  be  exercised  with  much 
discrimination  and  care.  The  power  of  removal 
and  the  responsibility  of  action  being  now  fully 
and  completely  vested  in  the  President,  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  report  i^ainst  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives." On  the  sixth  of  January,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  thfi 
bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment The  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Howe, 
and  Mr.  Farwell.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty- 
eight  ;  nays,  eight 

No.  LV. — 7%s  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of  the 
Thanhs  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Joseph 
Hooker^  and  Major- Qeneral  Oeorge  0,  Meade, 
and  Major- General  Oliver  0,  JBbtoardy  ana 
the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1868,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Joseph  Hooker,  and  Ma- 
jor-General George  G.  Meade,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  eighth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  without  amendment  The 
Senate,  on  the  eighteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  declared  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  thanks  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  be  tendered  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  for  the  skill,  energy, 
and  endurance  which  first  covered  Washington 
and  Baltimore  from  the  medicated  blow  of  the 
advancing  and  powerful  army  of  jebels  led  by 
General  Robert  E.  Lee ;  and  to  Major-General 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Major-General  Oliver  0. 
Howard,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army,  for  the  skill  and  heroic  valor  which  at  Get- 
tysburgh  repulsed,  defeated,  and  drove  back, 
broken  and  dispirited,  beyond  the  Rappahan- 
nock, the  veteran  army  of  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Grimes  said :  **  As  I  have  read  the  history  of 
that  campaign,  the  man  who  selected  the  position 
where  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh  was  fought,  and 
who,  indeed,  fought  it  the  first  day,  was  General 
Howard,  and  to  him  the  country  is  indebted  as 
much  for  the  credit  of  securing  that  victory  as  to 
any  other  person.  I  wish,  therefore,  as  a  recog- 
nition of  his  merits,  to  couple  his  name  with  that 
of  General  Meade,  in  the  vote  of  thanks."  He 
moved  to  insert  after  the  name  of  General  Meade 
the  name  of  Major-General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso- 
lution as  amended  then  passed  without  a  division. 
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The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  passed  it  unanimously ;  and  the  President 
approved  it  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January, 
1864. 

No.  LVI. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Na- 
thaniel P.  BankSy  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
under  his  Command, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1868,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolijtion 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 
Genend  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command  at  Port  Hudson, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighth  of 
January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  up  the  resolution, 
and  it  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  the  resolu- 
tion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  taken  up  and  passed.  The  joint  resolution 
tendered  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  dourage,  and 
endurance  which  compelled  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  thus  removed  the  last  obstruction 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River ; 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVIL — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Tlianlcs  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Am- 
brose E.  Burnsidey  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
who  had  fought  under  him. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Ambrose  E.  Bumside, 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  fought  un- 
der him,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee.  On  the  eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  Jhe  resolution  provided  that  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Ambrose  E.  Bumside,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officers  and  men  who  had  fought  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and 
soldier-like  endurance ;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  reso- 
lution to  be  communicated  to  Major-General  Burn- 
side,  in  such  terms  as  he  might  deem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  effect  thereto. 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson;  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
pissed  it  unanimously,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVIII.  — Joint   Resolution  tenderina  the 
Thanhs  of  Congress  to  Major-General  W,  T. 
Sherman, 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  1864, 


Mr.  Oobb,  of  Wisooosin,  introdiioed  a  joint  reso- 
lution expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
'declared  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  due,  and  that 
the  same  be  tendered,  to  Miypr-General  W.  T. 
Sherman,  commander  of  the  department  and 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  sei-vcd  under  him,  for  their  gallant  and 
arduous  services  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and. for  their  gallantry 
and  heroism  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  which' 
contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  success  of 
our  arms  in  that  glorious  victory.  It  was  passed 
without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifaira, 
to  which  the  joint  resolution  had  been'  referred, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment,  and  it  wis 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February,  1864. 

No.  LIX.— 7^  BiU  Reviving  the  Grade  of 
Lieutenant- General  in  the  United  States 
Army, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  December,  1868,  Mr.  E.  B.  Wash- 
bume,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a  bill,  reviving  the 
grade  of  lieutenant-general,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Farns worth, 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substi|ute.  The  substitute  re- 
vived the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be  se- 
lected, during  war,  from  among  the  officers  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not  be- 
low the  grade  of  major-general,  who  were  most  dis- 
tinguished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability,  and  who 
should  be  authoriy.ed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  to  command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  second  section,  the  lieutenant- 
general  so  appointed  was  to  be  entitled  to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  described  in  the  act 
of  twenty-eighth  May,  1798 ;  also  to  the  allow- 
ances described  in  tiie  sixth  section  of  the  act 
approved  August  twenty-third,  1842 ;  provided 
that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  be  construed  to 
affect  in  any  way  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances 
of  Winfield  Sfiptt,  Lieutenant-General  by  brevet, 
then  on  the  milired  list  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Fessenden  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-eight; 
nays,  sixty-six.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject for  one  week,  and  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  printed.  Mr.  Washbume  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — ^yeaa, 
ninety-t^ree ;  nays,  fifty -six.  So  the  motioo  to 
postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  first  of  Februajy,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  oonsidenation  of  the  bill  The  eriginai 
bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Washbume,  provided  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iioocaiBVTa. 


55 


tiie  grade  of  lieatenftnt-gencfal  be  rerived  in  the 
anfly  of  the  United  States,  and  the  President  be 
authorized,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
eonsent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army, 
to  be  selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  offi- 
cers,* not  below  the  grade  of  major-general,  of 
tiie  regular  army,  or  of  volunteers  most  distin- 
guished by  courage,  skill,  and  genius  in  their 
profession,  and  who,  being  commissioned  as 
oeutenant-general,  might  be  authoriied  to  com- 
mand the  armies  of  the  United  States.  That 
the  lieutenant-general,  appointed  as  before  pro^ 
vided,  should  be  entitled  to  the  pay,  allowances, 
and  stafif  specified  in  the  fiflh  section  of  the  act 
approved  May  twenty-eighth,  1798 ;  and  also  to 
the  allowances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  twenty- third,  1842, 
granting  additional  rations  to  certain  officers. 

The  amendment  provided,  that  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  President  be  author- 
iied, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
tppoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be 
selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  officers 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
below  the  grade  of  major-general,  most  distin- 
guished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability ;  and  who, 
being  commissioned  as  lieutenant-general,  should 
be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  lieutenant-general  appointed, 
IS  before  provided,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth 
lection  of  the  act  approved  May  twenty-eighth, 
1798 ;  and  also  the  allowances  described  in  the 
oxth  section  of  the  act  approved  August  twenty- 
third,  1842,  granting  additional  rations  to  certain 
officers :  Praoided,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  con- 
tained should  be  construed  in  any  way  to  affect 
the  rank,,  pay,  or  allowances  of  Winfield  Scott, 
Lientenant-Creneral  by  brevet,  then  on  the  re- 
th^  list  of  the  army.  Mr.  Famsv^orth,  Mr. 
Schenck,  Mr.  Washbume,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  measure,  and  Mr. 
Garfield,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Boutwell  opposed 
it  Mr.  Garfield  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  laid  upon  the  table— yeas,  nineteen; 
&ay<^  one  hundred  and  seventeen.  Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  ^'And 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major-Genend  U.  S.  Grant  for  the  posi- 
tion of  lieutenant-general  ;'*  and  4t  was  agreed 
to— yeas,  one  hundred  and  eleven  ;  nay^  forty- 
one. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  which  it  had  been 
refen*ed,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
On  the  eleventh,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

The  ffa^t  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
fine  seven,  section  one,  to  strike  out  the  words 
^^coDiniander  of  the  amy,"  and  to  insert  ^*  lieu- 
tenant-general ;'*  and  in  line  eight,  after  the  word 
**Miectod,''  to  strike  out  the  words,  '^during 


the  war ;''  so  that  the  clause  read :  "  And  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  lieuten- 
ant-general, to  be  selected  from-  among  those 
officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  not  below  the  grade  of  major-general, 
most  distinguished  for  courage,  skill,  and  abil- 
ity."  The  amendment  was  oppos^  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Nesmith  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  adopted — ^yeas,  twenty-five; 
nays,  fifteen. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  eleven,  after  the  word  "  ability,"  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  :  **  And  who,  being  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-general,  shall  be  author- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to 
command  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment 
of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  of  Illinois,  for  the 
position  of  lieuenant-general."  The  amendment 
Was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
Doolittle,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr.  John- 
son. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes 
declared  his  unalterable  opposition  to  its  passage 
in  any  shape  in  which  it  would  be  presented  to 
the  Senate.  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Wil-^ 
kinson,  and  Mr.  Hale  made  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bill  and  against  the  amendment  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  spoke  for 
the  amendment;  anci  it  was  agreed  to — ^yoas, 
twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve.  Mr.  Conness,  of 
California,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "lieutenant-general,"  the  words, 
"  who  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  and  who  shall  remain  in  chief  com- 
mand during  the  pleasure  ,of  the  President." 
Mr.  Conness  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered — yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty-eight. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Howard 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered.  After  a  speech 
from  Mr.  Davis  against  the  bill,  it  was  passed-^ 
yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays,  six. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois,  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Washbume,  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister, of  ^Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Fenton,  of 
New- York,  managers  on  its  part  The  Senate, 
on  the  same  day,  voted  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  and 
Air.  Johnson  managers  on  its  part 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  Senate  amendments,  and 
agree  to  the  same  with  amendments.  The 
report  was  accepted  without  a  division.  Mr. 
Washburne,    from    the    conference    committee^ 
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reported  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the  Senate 
amendments  with  amendments.  Mr.  Cox  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
be  laid  upon  the  table — ^yeas,  thirty-six;  nays, 
fifty-nine.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken 
on  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  seventy- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-seven.  The  bill  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  and  General  Grant  was  immediately 
nominated  and  confirmed  Lieutenant-GeneraL 

No.  LX.—The  Bill  to  amend  "  the  Act  for  En- 
rolling and  Calling  out  the  National  Forces."^ 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  which  was  read  t^ice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixth,  .Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  President  should  be 
authorized  to  call  for  such  number  of  men  for  the  I 
military  service  as  the  public  exigencies  should 
require.     That  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
town,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,   or 
townships,  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  num- ' 
ber  of  men  liable  to  render  military  service,  tak- ' 
ing  into  account  the  number  which  had  been  fur- 1 
nished  the  military  and  naval  service.     That  if 
any  State  should  fail  to  furnish,  within  the  time 
designated  by  the  President,  the  number  of  men  | 
required,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  district  with- 1 
in  which  any  ward  of  a  city,  town,  or  township, ; 
or  county,  where  the  same  was  not  divided  into 
wards,  towns,  or  townships,  which  was  deficient ! 
in  its  quota,  was  situated,  should  make  a  draft  | 
for  the  number  deficient      That  any  person  en- 
rolled under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  enroll-  [ 
ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  or  who  I 
might  be  hereafter  so  enrolled,  might  furnish,  at  j 
any  time,  an  acceptable  substitute  who  was  not 
liable  to  draft     That  any  person  enrolled  and 
drafted  might  furnish  an  acceptable  substitute, ' 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.      That  if 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  the  person  . 
furnishing  him  should  be  exempt  from  draft  dur- , 
ing  the  time  for  which  such  substitute  was  not  | 
liable  to  draft ;  and  if  such  substitute  was  liable  I 
to  draft,  the  name  of  the  person  furnishing  him 
should  again  be  placed  on  the  roll*    That  the 
commutation  money  paid  by  persons  drafted  in 
any  congressional  district  should  be  applied  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  procuration  of  sub- 
stitutes, which  substitutes  should  be  credited  to 
that  district  in  filling  its  quota,     that  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  amended   should  be 
amended  so  as  to  read :  That  all  drafted  persons 
should,  on  arriving  at  the  rendezvous,  be  care- 
(Villy  inspected  by  the  surgeon  of  the   board. 
That  boards  of  enrolment  should  have  power  to 
enroll  any  person  whose  name  should  have  been 
omitted,  and  any  person  arriving  at  the  age  of 


twenty  years,  and  any  person  who  had  not  been 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  Unked 
States  two  years  during  the  existing  war  and  ' 
honorably  discharged ;  and  the  boards  of  enrol- 
ment should  release  from  draft  any  person  who, 
between  the  enrolment  and  the  draft,  should  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  That  whenever 
a  nuiriner  or  able  seaman  should  be  drafted,  be 
should  have  the  right  to  enlist  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. That  all  enlistments  into  the  naval  service 
or  into  the  marine  corps,  that  might  be  hereafter 
made  of  persons  liable  to  service,  should  be' cred- 
ited to  the  ward,  town,  or  township,  or  county, 
when  the  same  was  not  divided  into  wards, 
towns,  or  townships,  in  which  such  enlisted  men 
were  or  might  be  enrolled.  That  section  two  of 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  of 
the  section,  and  inserting :  ^*  That  the  following 
persons  be  excepted  and  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  mil- 
itary duty  under  the  same,  to  wit*:  Such  as  tre 
rejected  as  physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  the 
service ;  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
the  judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United 
States,  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  governors  of  the  several  States,  and 
all  persons  actually  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  draft,  or  who  have  been 
in  such  service  for  the  term  of  two  years  durine 
the  present  war,  and  been  honorably  discharged. 
That  section  third  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  so  much  of 
section  ten  of  the  act  as  provided  for  the  separate 
enrolment  of  each  class,  should  be  repealed. 
That  any  person  who  should  forcibly  resist  or 
oppose  any  enrolment,  or  who  should  incite, 
counsel,  or  encourage  to  resist  or  oppose  any 
such  enrolment  should  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  both 
of  the  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  be  authorized 
to  detail  or  appoint  such  number  of  additional 
surgeons  for  temporary  duty  in  the  examination 
of  persons  drafted  into  the  military  service,  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  prompt  exam- 
ination of  all  drafted  persons.  That  provost- 
marshals,  boards  of  enrolment,  or  any  member 
thereof,  acting  by  authority  of  the  board,  should 
have  power  to  summon  witnesses,  and  enforce 
their  attendance.  That  copies  of  any  record  of  a 
provost-marshal  or  board  of  enrolment,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  certified  by  the  provost-marshal,  or 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  enrolment,  should  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  evidence  in  any  civil  or 
military  court,  in  like  manner  as  the  original 
record.  That  members  of  religious  denomina- 
tions, who  should,  by  oath  or  afiirmation,  declare 
that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  should,  when'  drafted,  be  con-  ^ 
sidered  non-combatants,  and  should  be  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitaU. 
or  to  the  eare  of  freedmeik  That  no  persoa  ot 
foreign  birth  should,  on  aocount  of  aUeoage,  be 
exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft^  who  had  at 
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any  time  assumed  tiie  r^ts  of  a  ciiisen  by  Tot- 
inj  at  anj  election  held  under  authority  of  the 
laws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  had  held  any  oflSce  under  such 
laws,  or  any  of  them.     That  all  claims  to  exemp- 
tion should  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  party  claiming  exemption.     That  if  any 
person,  drafted  and  liable  to  render  military  ser- 
rice,  should  procure  a  decision  of  the  board  of 
enrolment  in  his  favor  upon  a  claim  to  exemption 
by  any  fraud  or  false  representation  practised  by 
himself  or  by  his  procurement,  such  decision  or 
exemption  should  be  of  no  effect     That  any  per- 
son who  should  procure,  or  attempt  to  procure, 
a  iilse  report  from  the  surgeon  of  the  board  of 
emx)]ment  concerning  the  physical  condition  of 
any  person  drafted  and  liable  to  render  service, 
or  a  decision  in  favor  of  such  person  upon  a  claim 
to  exemptioa,  knowing  the   same  to  be  false, 
should,  upon  conviction,  be  punished  by  impris- 
onment    That  the  fees  of  agents  and  attorneys 
for  making  out*  and  causing  to  be  executed  any 
pipers  in  support  of  a  claim  for  exemption  fVom 
draft,  or  for  any  services  that  might  be  rendered  to 
the  claimant,  should  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  five 
dollars.    That  no  member  of  the  board  of  enrol- 
ment, and  no  surgeon  detailed  or  employed  to  as- 
sist the  board  of  enrolment,  and  no  clerk,  assistant, 
or  employee  of  any  provost>marshal  or  board  of 
enrolment  should  directly  or  indirectly  be  engaged 
in  pnxniring  or  attempting  to  procure  substitutes 
for  persons  drafted,  or  liable  to  be  drafted  into 
the  military  service.     That  any  surgeon  charged 
with  the  duty  of  inspection,  who  should  receive 
from  any  person  any  money  or  other  valuable 
thing,  for  making  an  imperfect  inspection,  or  a 
^Ise  or  incorrect  report,  and  each  member  of  the 
board  of  enrolment  who  should  wilfully  agree  to 
the  discharge  from  service  of  any  drafted  person 
who  was  not  l^ally  and  properly  entitled  to  such 
discharge,  should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
leas  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  not  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  should  be  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  be  cashiered 
and  dismissed  the  service.     That  nothing  con- 
tained in  the  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent or  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the 
States  in  rebellion  under  the  orders  of  the  War 
Department 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceed^  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bin,  and  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  A  new 
section,  moved  by  Mr.  Grimes,  exempting  from 
drift  pilots,  engineers,  and  masters-at-arms  in 
the  naral  service,  was  adopted.  On  the  eighth, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee  to  repeal  the 
tSommatation  clause  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  amendment  and  insert: 
^That  no  drafted  person  shall  be  allowed  to 


Secretary  of  War  may  authorise  to  receive  the 

same,  the  full  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

And  provided  further^  That  every  such  person 
thus  discharged  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  the  said 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  a  certain  propor- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  tithe  of  his  annual  gains, 
profits,  or  income,  whether  derived  from  any 
kind  of  property,  dividends,  salary,  or  from  any 
profession,  trade,  or  employment  whatever,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  rates,  to  wit :  on  all  in- 
come over  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not  over  two 
thousand  dollars,  ten  per  cent ;  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
twenty  per  cent ;  and  on  all  income  over  five 
thousand,  thirty  per  cent"  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Col- 
lamer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Cowan  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commutation 
clause,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  advocated  its 
repeal 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  Mr.  Sumner  proposed  to 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  allow  a  drafted 
man  to  furnish  a  substitute,  and  to  provide  that 
the  commutation  money  be  used  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  promote  enlistments, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  enlisted  men.  After  de« 
bate,  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sumner*s  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  fifteen ;  nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  amendment  repealing  the  three 
hundred  dollar  commutation  provision,  and  in- 
serting :  "  That  any  person  enrolled  and  drafted 
may  pay  to  such  person  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  designate  to  receive  it,  three  hundred  dol- 
lars for  the  procurement  of  a  substitute,  and  such 
person  so  paying  three  hundred  dcfllars  for  the 
procurement  of  a  substitute,  shall  be  exempt 
from  draft  until  such  time  as  be  shall  again  be- 
come liable  to  draft  by  reason  of  the  exhaustion 
of  the  enrolment  from  which  the  draft  shall  be 
made ;  but  such  exemption  shall  not  exceed  the 
time  for  which  such  person  shall  have  been  draft- 
ed." The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  debate  was  resumed, 
and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Wilson  having  been  withdrawn,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  amendment  to  repeal  the  com- 
mutation clause,  and  it  was  rejected — ^yeas, 
twelve ;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section :  **  That 
any  person  enrolled  and  drafted  into  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  United  States,  may  furnish  an 
acceptable  substitute,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  That  if  such  substitute  is  not 
liable  to  draft,  the  person  furnishing  him  shall 
be  exempt  from  draft  during  the  time  for  which 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  not  exceed- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  was.  drafted ;  and  if 
such  substitute  is  liable  to  draft,  the  name  of 
the  person  furnishing  him  shall  again  be  placed 


funath  a  sobstitate,  but  he  shall  be  discharged !  on  the  roll,  and  shalfbe  liable  to  draft  on  future 
from  the  drdt  on  paying  to  such  officer  as  the  I  calls.    And  any  person  now  in  the  military  or 
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naval  service  of  the  United  States  not  physically 
disqualified,  who  has  so  served  more  than  one 
year,  and  whose  term  of  unexpired  service  shall 
not,  at  the  time  of  substitution,  exceed  six 
months,  may  be  employed  as  a  substitute  to 
serve  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  which  he  en 
listed ;  and  if  any  drafted  person  shall  hereafter 
pay  money  for  the  procuration  of  a  substitute^ 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  such  pajrment  of  money  shall 
Dperate  only  to  relieve  such  person  from  draft 
m  that  call,  and  his  name  shall  be  retained  on 
the  roll,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  draft  on 
future  calls,  and  the  maximum  of  commutation 
under  said  act  shall  hereafter  be  five  hundred 
dollars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars."  Mr. 
Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  as  a  proviso :  *^  That  no 
person  who  has  been  drafted  and  furnished  a 
substitute  or  paid  commutation  as  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  again  be  liable  to  draft 'until  the 
present  enrolment  Shajl  be  exhausted.*'  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman's  amend- 
ment was  amended  so  as  to  make  the  maximum 
commutation  four  hundred  dollars  instead  of 
five  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  *^  and  the  maximum 
of  commutation  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars 
instead  of  three  hundred  dollars;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-three;  nays,  fourteen. 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  as  amended  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  providing  that  the  money  received  as  com- 
mutation should  be  a  fund  to  be  equally  distrib- 
uted among  men  drafted  and  mustered  into  the 
service ;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Dixon  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section :  "  That  all  persons  recognized  as  clergy- 
men or  ministers  of  religion  by  the  ecclesiastical 
authority  of  the  denomination  or  communion  to 
which  they  belong,  when  called  into  the  military 
service  under  this  act,  shall  be  regarded  as  non- 
combatants,  and  employed  as  chaplains  or  in 
hospitals."  Mn  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  and  inserting :  ^^  That 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  or  members  of  religious 
denominations  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  and  who  are  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  faith  and 
practice  of  said  religious  denomination,  shall, 
when  drafted  into  the  military  service,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  shall  be  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals,  or 
to  the  care  of  freedmen,  or  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  designate  to  receive  it,  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers ;  and  such  drafted  persons  shall  then 
be  exempt  from  the  draft  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  drafted."  Mr.  Dixon 
accepted  the  amendment  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words, 
'*  ministers  of  the  Gospel  or ;"  and  the  amend- 


ment was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-eight ;  naya, 
ten.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  by  requiring 
members  of  religious  denominations  to  make 
oath  that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to 
bearing  arms;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed 
to— yeas,  twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  oon- 
sideration  of  the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  the  amendments  made  as  in  C(hq- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  re- 
newed the  motion  to  repeal  the  three  hundred 
dollar  commutation  clause  of  the  enrolment  act ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen;  nays, 
twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner  renewed  his  motion 
to  require  drafted  persons  to  pay  commutation 
in  proportion  to  their  incomes ;  but  it  was  lost^ 
yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Doo- 
little desired  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
persons  who  had  resided  one  year  in  the  country 
and  voted,  liable  to  enrolment  and  draft,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding :  **  That 
no  person  of  foreign  birth  shall,  on  account  of 
alienage,  bo  exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft, 
who  has  at  any  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen by  voting  at  any  election,  or  who  has  held 
any  office ;  but  the  fact  that  any  such  person  of 
foreign  birth  has  voted  or  held,  or  sholl  vote  or 
hold  office,  shall  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence 
that  he  is  not  entitled  to  exemption  from  milita- 
ry service  on  account  of  alienage."  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed  on 
the  sixteenth;  debated  and  amended.  On  the 
eighteenth,  the  bill  was  further  considered,  de- 
bated, amended,  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  On  the  first  of 
February,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck, 
referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol€^ 
and  made  it  the  special  order  until  disposed  ot 
The  Military  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  all  of  the  Senate  bill  after  the 
first  section,  and  insert  twenty-five  new  sections 
as  a  substitute.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  original  bill  was  amended  so 
as  to  provide  that  persons  paying  three  hundred 
dollars  should  be  ex;^mpted  during  the  time  for 
which  they  were  drafted,  unless  the  enrolment 
should  be  exhausted.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 
moved  to  amend  so  as  to  repeal  the  commutation 
provision.  On  the  second,  the  debate  was  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  of  New-York,  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  W,  J.  Allen,  of  Illinois.  The 
House,  on  the  third,  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Myers,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  House  in  its  favor, 
and  Mr.  Stiles  of  that  State  opposed  it  Mr. 
Holman's  amendment  to  strike  out  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  the  commutation  clause  was  r^ected — 
yeas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  seventy-three.  Mr.  Bald- 
win, of  Michigan,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv 
striking  out  the  maximum  of  four  hundred  dof* 
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Ian  instead  of  three  hun^bred  dollars^  tnd  it  was 
agreed  to. 

On  the  ei^th,  the  bill  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  al- 
low soldiers  to  enlist  in  the  nayy.  On  the  ninth, 
the  bill  was  further  discussed  and  amended. 
Mr.  Stevens,  on  the  tenth,  moved  to  amend  the 
Senate  bill  by  striking  qut  the  twenty-seventh 
section,  and  inserting  that  *^all  able-bodied  male 
persons  of  African  descent,  between  the  ages  of 
•  twenty  and  forty-five  years,  whether  citizens  or 
Dot,  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  form  part  of  the  national  forces.  And 
when  a  slave  shall  have  been  drafted  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  his 
master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof*  which 
shall  entitle  him  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  drafted  man 
shall  be  free,  provided  that  the  slaves  of  loyal 
men  only  shall  be  paid  for.*'  On  the  eleventh, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens*s  amendment  by  adding :  ^*  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  appoint  a  commission  in 
each  of  the  slaves  States  represented  jn  Con- 
gress, charged  to  award  a  just  compensation  to 
each  loyal  owner  of  any  slave  who  may  volun- 
teer inUS  the  servic^  of  the  United  States,  pay- 
able out  of  the  commutation  money.*'  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  **  owner  of  any  slave,"  and  insert, 
**  the  person  to  whom  the  colored  persons  may 
owe  service ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  *^  certificate,"  in  Mr.  Stevens's  amend- 
ment, the  words  :  '*  The  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  now  payable  lu  law  to  each  drafted  man, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  said  drafted 
person  owes  service  at  the  time  of  his  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevens  was 
agreed  to— yea»s  sixty-seven ;  nays,  forty-four. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  The  previous  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  was  ordered — yeas, 
serenty-eight ;  nays,  fi  fly-six.  Mr.  Schenck  brief- 
ly explained  the  amendment  adopted  in  Com- 
aiittee  of  the  Whole,  and  also  the  substitute  of 
the  Military  Committee.  The  amendments  adopt- 
ed in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to, 
with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-second  amend- 
ment, on  which  a  separate  vote  was  demanded. 
That  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  twenty* 
seventh  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  **  All 
thle-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of 
•ge,  whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the 
United  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
nant,  and  form  part  of  the  national  forces ;  and 
vhas  a  slave  of  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  drafted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  his  master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof 
The  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars;  now  paya- 
ble by  law  for  each  drafted  man,  shall  be  paid  to 


the  person  to  whom  snch  drafted  person  owes 
service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  freeing  the 
person.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  appoint  a 
commission  in  each  of  the  slaves  States  repre- 
sented in  Congress,  charged  to  award  a  just  com- 
pensation, not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  colored  volun- 
teer may  owe  service,  who  may  volunteer  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  out  of 
the  commutation  money,  upon  the  master  freeing 
the  slave."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute,  which 
was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  with  the  House 
amendments,  and  it  was  concurred  in.  Mr.  Hol- 
man  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas, 
ninety-four ;  nays,  sixty ;  so  the  bill  was.  passed 
by  the  House. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Wilson,  disagreed  to  the  House  amendments, 
and  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  speaker  appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Keman,  of  New- York,  and  Mr.  Doming,  of  Con- 
necticut, managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  Senate  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
House  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and 
Mr.  Grin^es  were  appointed  managers.  On  the 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of 
conference,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  The  report,  in  substance,  agreed  to 
the  Senate  bill  with  some  of  the  amendments  of 
the  House.  The  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  provided  that  masters, 
on  freeing  their  slaves,  should  receive  the  com- 
mutation money.  This  provision  permitted  the 
master  to  claim  ^e  colored  soldier  as  his  slave 
after  being  mustered  into  the  army.  The  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
provided  that  every  colored  soldier,  on  being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  free.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate 
agreed  to  the^  report  of  the  conference  commit- 
tee— ^yeas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee — yeas, 
seventy-one ;  nays,  twenty-three.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  February,  1864. 

No.  LXI. — The  Joint  Resolution  relative  to  tJie 
Transfer  of  Persons  in  the  Militanry  to  the 
Naval  Service, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Conness,  of  CaJifomia,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  transfer  of  persons 
in  the  military  to  the  naval  service;  it  was  read 
twice,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  Provost-Marshal  General  to 
enlist  such  persons  as  might  desire  to  enter  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  under  such 
directions  as  might  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  these 
enlistments  were  to  be  credited  to  Uie  appropri- 
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ato  district ;  bat  inasmueh  as  they  received  prize 
money,  they  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  bounty. 
The  President,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the 
public  service  might  require  it,  could  transfer 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  sea  service, 
and  were  enlisted  in  the  army,  from  their  regi- 
ments to  the  naval  service,  upon  such  terms  and 
according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might 
be  prescribed ;  but  the  number  of  transfers  from 
any  company  or  regiment  was  not  to  be. so  great 
as  to  reduce  it  below  the  minimum  strength  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  sums  paid  to  such  persons  as  bounty  for 
entering  the  military  service,  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  naval  recruiting  fund  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  appropriation  for  the  land  service. 
Mr.  Conness  stated  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive,  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the 
War  Department.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding  r  "  That  there  shall  be 
paid  to  each  enlisted  able  or  ordinary  seaman  an 
advance,  as  a  bounty,  of  three  months*  pay,  to  be 
refunded  to  the  treasury  from  any  prize  money 
to  which  such  enlisted  man  may  hereafter  be  en- 
titled." The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Higby,  of  California,  the 
House  referred  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affaird,  with  leave  to  report  at  any 
time.  On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Deraing,  of  Con-^ing 
necticut,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed  without  a  division.  It  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February, 
1864. 

No.  LKlL^The  Bill  to  e$tahlish  a  Uniform 
System  of  Ambulances  in  theJCFniUd  States, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambu- 
lances in  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
twentieth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  amendments.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  chief  medical  officer  of  each  army  corps, 
should,  under  the  control  of  the  medical  director 
of  the  army  to  which  such  army  corps  belonged, 
have  the  supervision  of  all  ambulances,  and  of.  all 
officers  and  men  who  might  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  assist  him,  in  the  afmy  corps  in  which 
he  might  be  serving.  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  army  corps  should  detail  officers 
and  enlisted  men  for  service  in  the  ambulance 
corps,  namely,  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  for 
each  division,  one  second  lieutenant  for  each  bri- 
gade, one  sergeant  for  each  regiment,  three  pri- 
vates for  each  ambulance,  and  one  private  for 
each  wagon  ;  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates  detailed  for  each  army  corps 
to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  medical  officers 
of  such  army  corps  as  to  their  fitness  for  such 
duty.  That  there  should  be  furnished  to  each 
army  corps  two-horse  arabulano^  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  three  to  each  regiment  of  infantry  of  five 


hundred  men  or  more;  two  to  each  regiment 
of  infantry  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  lesf 
than  five  hundred  men  or  more :  and  one  to  each 
regiment  of  infantry  of  less  than  two  hundred 
men ;  two  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry  of  five  hun- 
dred men  or  more ;  and  one  to  each  regiment  of 
cavalry  of  less  than  five  hundred  men ;  one  to 
each  battery  of  artillery. — to  which  battery  of  ar- 
tillery it  should  be  permanently  attached ;  to  the 
headquarters  of  each  army  corps  two  such  ambu- 
lances ;  and  to  each  division  train  of  ambulances  . 
two  army  wagons ;  and  ambulances  should  be 
furnished  to  division  brigades  and  commands  not 
attached  to  any  army  corps  upon  the  same  basts; 
each  ambulance  to  be  provided  with  such  num- 
ber of  stretchers  and  other  appliances  as  should 
be  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon-GeneraL  That  the 
captain  should  be  the  commander  of  all  the  am- 
bulances, medicine,  and  other  wagons  in  the  corps, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  medical  di- 
rector, or  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army  corps 
to  which  the  ambulance  corps  belongs ;  and  he 
should  pav  special  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  ambulances,  and  see  that  they  were  at  all 
times  in  readiness  for  service ;  that  the  offic^^ 
and  men  of  the  ambulance  corps  were  properiy 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  that  their  duties 
were  performed ;  and  it  should  be  his'  duty  to 
institute  a  drill  in  his  corps,  instructing  his  men 
in  the  most  easy  and  expeditious  manner  of  mov- 
the  sick  and  wounded,  and  to  require  that  the 
sick  and  wounded  should  be  treated  with  gentle- 
ness and  care ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  ambulances  were  not  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  designed. 
And  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  mMlical 
officer  of  the  army  corps,  previous  to  a  march, 
and  previous  to  and  in  tiqie  of  action,  or  when- 
ever it  might  be  necessary  to  use  the  ambulances, 
to  issue  the  proper  orders  to  the  captain  for  the 
distribution  and  management  of  the  same ;  for 
collecting  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  conveying 
them  to  their  destination.  And  the  officers  of 
the  ambulance  corps,  including  the  medical  di- 
rector, should  make  such  reports,  from  time  to 
time,  as  might  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  Surgeon-General,  the  medical  director 
of  the  army,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
army  corps  in  which  they  might  be  serving. 
That  the  first  lieutenant  for  a  division  should 
have  complete  control,  under  the  captaia  of  his 
corps  and  the  medical  director  of  the  army  corps, 
of  all  the  ambulances  and  men  in  that  portion 
of  the  ambulance  corps.  He  should  be  the  act- 
ing assistant  quartermaster,  and  be  responsible 
for  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  ambulance 
corps,  have  authority  to  draw  supplies  from  the 
d4p6t  quartermaster,  upon  requisitions  approved 
by  the  captain  of  his  corps,  the  medical  director, 
and  the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  which 
he  is  attached.  That  the  second  lieutenant  should 
have  command  of^  the  portion  of  tlie  ambulance 
corps  for  a  brigade,  and  should  be  uader  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  first  tieutenanfc,  and 
should  exercise  a  careful  sapenrision  over  the 
sergeants  and  privates.    That  the  ambulaaces  in 
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the  snnieB  of  the  United  States  should  be  used 
only  for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, and,  in  urgent  cases  only,  for  medical  sup- 
I  plies,  and  all  persons  should  be  prohibited  from 
uang  them.  That  no  person  except  the  proper 
medical  ofiBcers,  or  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  ambulance  corps,  or 
soch  persons  as  might  bp  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  ambulance  corps,  should  be  permitted  to  take 
or  accompany  sick  or  wounded  men  to  the  rear, 
either  on  the  march  or  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
priTttes  of  the  ambulance  corps  should  be  desig- 
nated by  such  uniform  or  in  such  manner  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  should  deem  proper.  That  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  the  army 
corps  to  transmit  to  the  Ai^utant-General  the 
ntmes  and  rank  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  men 
detailed  for  service  in  the  ambulance  corps  of 
such  army  corps,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  report  to 
the  Adjutant^General,  from  time. to  time,  the  con- 
duct and  behavior  of  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  ambulance  corps.  That  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  to  diminish  or  impair 
the  rightful  authority  of  the  commanders  of  ar- 
mies, army  corps,  or  separate  detachments,  over 
the  medical  and  other  officers,  and  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  their  com- 
mands. 

On  the  third  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilsnn,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  stated  that  the  bill  was  based  upon 
the  orders  of  Colonel  Letterman,  Medical  Director 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  The  bill,  he  said, 
had  been  sent  to  medical  directors  of  armies,  and 
to  several  generals,  and  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
ttiy  Affairs  had  received  many  letters  approving 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  General  Grant  wrote 
that  *Hhe  system,  as  now  proposed,  is  a  good 
one;  that  it  may  be  subject  to  modifications 
which  can  be  made  by  orders ;  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mirable system  to  be  adopted  by  all  our  armies." 
General  Hooker  said  he  regarded  the  bill  as  un- 
exceptionable. General  Sykes,  commanding  a 
eorps  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said :  *^  In  its 
main  proYisions  it  is  identical  of  Order  Eighty- 
five,  of  this  army,  August  twenty-fourth,  1868." 
^Tbe  system  established  in  those  orders  has  been 
tested,  and  found  highly  satisfactory."  General 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  corps,  of  the 
tfmy  of  the  Potom^  said  of  the  bill :  ^*  It  is  es- 
sentially the  same  a?now  organized  in  this  army, 
sad  has  been  found  to  work  admirably."  Gen- 
etd  French,  another  corps  commander  of  the  ar- 
my of  the  Potomac,  says  :  **  The  system,  as  em- 
bodied in  the  bill,  is  almost  practically  perfect" 
Oeoeral  Pleasonton,  who  commanded  the  cavalry 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  **  I 
am  very  glad  to  find  it  so  nearly  accords  with 
the  system  adopted  for  the  service  in  this  army. 
Theecperienea  of  the  past  eighteen  months  has 
flhowQ  that  the  neoasailias  of  the  aervioe  will  be 


fully  met  by  the  provisions  of  your  bill.  While 
it  provides  in  the  most  ample  manner  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  checks  against  any 
abuse  are  well  considered,  and  will  prove  effect- 
ive." General  Thomas  wrote  a  letter  indorsing 
the  bill,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee.  "  I  have  full  confi- 
dence," he  said,  **  that  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  needed.  It  is  a 
general  direction  and  guide,  leaving  sufficient 
scope  for  medical  directors  of  armies  to  issue  or- 
ders and  make  such  modifications  and  changes 
of  detail  as  may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time, 
in  their  several  armies.  It  extends  to  all  our 
armies  the  system  adopted  eighteen  months  ago 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  at  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  at  Gettys- 
burgh,  according  to  the  testimony  of  our  officers, 
worked  most  admirably.  It  has  been  improving 
every  day,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  im- 
prove so  long  as  the  war  lasts  ;  for,  in  this  de- 
partment, as*  in  every  other,  they  are  every  day 
learning  something."  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that  mule-litters  might  be 
introduced  ijito  the  army.  Mr.  Grimes  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  section  in  the  bill  giving  au- 
thority to  change  the  character  of  the  ambulan- 
ces, and  detail  officers  and  men  to  horse  and 
mule-litters.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  horse 
and  mule-litters  might  be  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  medical  director 
of  each  army.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
iT  Affairs,-  reported  back  the  ambulance  bill  of 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. On  the  ninth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1864. 

No.  LXllL^The  Bill  to  amend  Section  Mne 
of  the  Act  approvedJuly  seventeenth^  1862,  **  to 
Define  the  Pay  and  Emolumentt  of  certain 
Officers  of  the  ArmyP 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Faifnsworth,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862, 
^^  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  army." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  chaplains  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  and  in  hospitals, 
should  not  suffer  any  diminution  of  their  pay  and 
allowances  when  absent  from  duty  on  leave,  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  so  amended  the 
pension  act  of  July,  1862,  as  to  include  chaplains 
m  the  regular  and  volunteer  service ;  provided 
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that  the  pension  to  which  a  chaplain  should  he 
entitled  for  total  disability  should  be  twenty  dol- 
lars a  month ;  and  it  provided  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  the  section  was  an  amend- 
ment should  apply  to  the  widows,  children,  moth- 
ers, and  sisters  of  chaplains  of  the  land  forces 
who  had  died  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1861, 
or  should  die  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in' 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  while  such 
chaplains  were  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House,  requesting  the  retunrof  the  bill, 
and  it  was  returned.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  reconsidered  the  vote  passing  the 
bill.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
after  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  **  the  rank  of  chaplain  in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  re- 
cognized. Chaplains  shall  be  borne  on  the  field 
and  staff-rolls  next  after  the  surgeon,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
other  officers  of  the  army.  They  shall  be  en- 
titled to  draw  forage  for  two  horses,  and  to  quar- 
ters and  fuel,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  are  now  by  law  provided  in  the 
case  of  surgeons.  When  absent  from  duty  with 
leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  disabil- 
ity, or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  no  other  diminution  or  loss  of 
pay  and  allowances  than  other  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  are  under  like  circumstances."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing, "  and  chaplains  who  have  been  absent  from 
duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or  sickness,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay,  without  rations,  during  such 
absence;"  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foster 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  as  section 
two,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  chaplains  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
moral  condition  of  the  r^ments,  hospitals,  or 
posts  to  which  they  may  be  attached;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commanders  of  regiments, 
hospitals,  and  posts  to  render  such  facilities  as 
will  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assignea  to 
them  by  the  Government ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  new  section,  *^  that  all  chaplains  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
appropriate  religious  services  at  the  burial  of  sol- 
diers who  may  die  in  the  command  to  which  they 
are  assigned  to  duty,  and  it  shall  be  their  dutv 
to  hold  public  religious  services  at  least  once  each 
Sabbath;"  and  uie  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  i^pointed  Mr.  Garfield,  Mr.  Odell,  and 


Mr.  IJmithers  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

The  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first,  insisted  on  its 
amendments  agreed  to  a  committee  .of  confers 
ence,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Foster,  and 
Mr.  Riddle,  of  Delaware,  conferees. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  committee,  reported  "that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, to  wit,  first,  after  the  word  ^^aplain,' 
in  the  first  line  of  said  amendment,  insert  the 
words  *  without  command  ;*  second,  after  .  the 
word  *  surgeons,*  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
amendment,  insert  the  words  ^and  shall  wear 
such  uniform  as  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
army  regulations,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  said  amendments. 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  third  section  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit,  first, 
after  the  words  'Adjutant-General,*  in  the  fourth 
line  of  said  section,  insert  the  words  *'  of  the  army 
through  the  usual  military  channels;*  second, 
after  the  word  *  condition,*  in  the  fourth  line  of 
said  section,  insert  the  words  *  and  general  his- 
tory,* and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendments. 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
amendments  ef  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendment,  to  wit,  add  at 
the  end  of  said  section  the  words  *■  when  practi- 
cable,* and  that  the  Senate  agree  te  said  amend- 
ment** The  report  was  adopted.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  made  on  the  same  day  by  Mr. 
Garfield.  So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1864 

No.  LXrV.— 7%^  Bill  to  increase  the  Rank,  Pay, 

and  Emoluments  of  the  Provost- Marshal  Gear 

eraL 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  amend  "  an  act  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces,**  so  as  to 
increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
ProvostrMarshal  General  On  motion  of  Mr.  F. 
W.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  ordered,  and  it  was 
passed — ^yeas,  sixty-eight ;  nays,  twen^-six. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  from  the  Comimttee  qa  Military  Af- 
fairs, to*  which  it  was  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  On  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
its  consideration.  The  Senate,  on  the  nineteenth, 
resumed  the  consideration  ot  the  bill  and  after 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  participated,  it  was  passed— yeaa,  thirty- 
one  ;  nays,  seven.  It  was  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident on  the  twenty.fint  of  April,  1864 
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Na  LXY.— The  Joint  Resolution  to  prj^nt  the 
Official  Reports  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
.     States. 

•  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  January, 
1864,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a 
resolution  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  official 
reports  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  of  the' 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  twen- 
tr-first  of  April,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  resolution  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  b^ansmit,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing,  copies  of  all  offi- 
cial reports,  and  of  all  telegrams  and  despatches, 
not  theretofore  published  by  order  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  relating  to  the  movements,  engage- 
ments, and  operations  generallv,  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  which  in  his  judgment  the 
public  interests  might  not  rdiquire  to  be  kept  se- 
cret, commencing  with  the  first  of  December, 
1860 ;  all  sucK^^ports,  telegrams,  and  despatches 
were  to  be  arranged  in  chronological  order,  with 
a  caption  or  title  prefixed  to  each  separate  en- 
gagement, movement,  or  operation.  It  was  to 
be  the  duty  of  tl^  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing  to  print  the  usual  number  (one  thou- 
sand fire  hundred  and  fifty)  of  such  reports,  tel- 
egrams, and  despatches  for  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  five  hundred  copies  for  the  War  De- 
partment  The  resolution  passed  without  a  di- 
Tision. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  Mr.  R.  M.  Clark, 
of  New-York,  moved  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion so  that  it  would  provide  Uiat  the  Secretary 
of  War  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Printing  with  copies  of  all  such  cor- 
respondence, by  telegraph  or  otherwise,  reports 
of  commanding  officers,  and  documents  of  every 
description,  in  relation  to  the  rebellion,  to  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  department  since  the 
first  day  of  December,  1860,  to  that  time  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  which  might 
bc^  in  his  opinion,  proper  to  be  published ;  which 
said  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
should  be  arra^nged  in  their  proper  chronological 
order ;  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing should  cause  to  be  printed  and  bound,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  number,  ten  thousand  copies 
of  such  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
inyolumes  of  not  exceeding,  as  near  as  might  be, 
eight  hundred  octavo  pages  each,  which  should 
be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  as 
follows :  five  hundred  copies  to  the  War  Dopart- 
nent,  one  complete  copy  to  each  State  library  of 
erery  State  in  the  Union,  and  five  complete  copies 
to  public  libraries  in  each  concessional  district 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  re- 
freseotatives  of  that  Congress  from  such  districts ; 
and  of  the  remaining  copies  three  thousand  should 
be  for  the  use  of  members  of  that  Senate,  and  six 
tlMNisaiid  for  the  use  of  Ihe  members  of  the  House 
of  RepresentaliveB;  that  it  should  bo  the  duty  of 
tbft  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  a  complete  index 


to  the  matter  contained  in  such  volume  to  be  pre- 
pared and  inserted  therein ;  and  that  all  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  either  House  of  Congress  at 
that  session  directing  the  printing  of  a;iy  of  the 
correspondence,  reports,  or  documents,  as  con- 
templated, be  rescinded. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
as  amended  passed  without  a  division.  The  Sen- 
ate, on  the  sixteenth,  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1864 

No.  LXVL — The  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for 

1864. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  March,  1864,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  PennsyWania,.  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  army  appropriation  bill,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Harding,  of 
Kenti!icky,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  a  pro- 
viso, "that  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  ap- 
propriated should  be  applied  or  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising,  arming,  equipping,  or  paying 
n^jo  soldiers;"  but  it  was  rejected  —  yeas, 
eighteen ;  nays,  eighty-one.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  taken  up  on  the 
twenty-second  qf  April,  and  several  amendments 
reported  by  Mr.  Fessenden  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  ^r.  Wilson, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  as  to  provide  that  offi- 
cers employing  soldiers  or  servants  should  re- 
ceive no  pay  or  allowances  for  servants,  but 
should  be  subject  to  deductions  from  their  pay, 
of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed as  servants.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  five  new  sections, 
providing  that  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  during  the  continuance  of  the 
rebellion  might  be  for  three  years.  That  all  per- 
sons of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
should  receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms, 
equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medical  and 
hospital  attendance,  pay,  and  emoluments  other 
than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volunteer  forces  of  like  arm  of  the  service,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and  that  every 
person  of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  muster- 
ed into  the  service  should  receive  such  sums  in 
bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in  the 
different  States  and  parts  of  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That  all 
persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service 
as  volunteers  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun^ 
teeip,  who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  ac- 
tually enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State 
in  which  they  volunteered,  should  receive  fix)m 
the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty, 
without  regard  to  color.  That  all  person*  of 
color  who  had  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  should  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by 
Uw  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the 
date  of  theii*  muster  into  the  service  :  Provided, 
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that  the  same  should  have  been  pledged  or  pro- 
mised to  them  by  any  officer  or  person  who,  in 
making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department  That  the  same  pre- 
mium should  be  allowed  for  each  colored  recruit 
then  mustered  or  thereafter  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  as  should  be  allowed  by  law  for  white 
recruits.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
thirty- two;  nays,  five. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  that  all  negroes  in  the  military  service 
should  be  discharg^  when  the  rebellion  should 
be  suppressed — ^yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty-seven ; 
so  it  was  rgected.  Other  amendments  were 
offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  they  were  rejected. 
Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  as  a 
new  section,  that  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  should  thereafter  be  fifty  per  cent 
greater  than  was  then  allowed  by  law.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adding 
as  a  proviso,  that  the  pay  of  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  should  not  exceed  twenty-two  dollars 
per  month,  and  Mr.  Hendricks  accepted  it  After 
debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected — yeas,  six ; 
nays,  thirty.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then 
passed — yeas,  thirty-six ;  nays,  one. 

In  the  House,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  Mr. 
Stevens  reported  back,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Senate  amendments.  Mr. 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  amendment 
equalizing  the  pay  of  soldiers,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  section,  putting  colored  soldiers 
on  an  equality  with  other  soldiers,  the  word 
**  pay ;"  but  the  motion  failed — yeas,  fifty-two ; 
nays,  eighty-four.  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  amend  the  Senate  amendment ;  but  the  motion 
was  lost— yeas,  fifty-eight ;  nays,  sixty-five.  He 
then  moved  to  amend  so  much  of  the  Senate 
amendment  as  gave  to  colored  volunteers,  under 
the  call  of  October  seventeenth,  1863,  the  same 
bounties  as  were  given  to  white  soldiers,  so  that 
the  bounty  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars— ^yeas,  seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty -one.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Se.iate  amendment,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  proof,  to  allow  full  pay  to 
volunteers  who  were  promised  it  when  enlisted, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  thtit  all  free  persons  of 
color  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  other  sol- 
diers— ^yeas,  seventy- three ;  nays,  fifty-four. 

The  Senate,  on  the  third  of  May,  voted  to  dis- 
agree to  the  House  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  asked  a  committee  of 
conference.  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Henderson  were  appointed  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  insisted  ott  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Schenck, 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Illinois,  managers.  The 
committee  reported  that  they  were  unable  to 
agree ;  and  a  new  conference  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  CoUamer,  Mr.  Nesmith.  and  Mr. 
Grimes,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  and 
Mr.  Griswold,  of  New-York,  were  appointed.   On  i 


the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  conference 
committee,  made  a  report,  which  was  disagreed 
to — ^yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  House  further 
insisted,  asked  a  further  conference,  and  Mr. 
Steveni^  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  of  New-York,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  agreed  to 
another  committee,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin, 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  appointed  managers.  On  the  tenth 
of  June,  Mr.  Howe  reported :  "  That  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  disagreement  to  the  eighth  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same  with 
an  amendment  as  follows,  and  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same:  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  (being  section  four,)  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following :  '  That  all  persons  of  color 
who  were  free  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
1861,  and  who  have  been  enlisted  and  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  be  en- 
titled to, receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and  clothing 
allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  existing  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment  And  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  determine  any  question  of  law  arising 
under  this  provision.* "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  participated, 
the  report  was  agreed  to  on  the  eleventh. 

The  House  accepted  the  report  on  the  thir 
teenth — yeas,  seventy-one;  nays,  fifty-eight 
By  this  legislation,  colored  troops  were  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  white  troops.  From  the 
first  of  January,  1864,  colored  volunteers  in  the 
loyal  States,  under  the  call  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  were  allowed  the  same  bounty 
as  white  voluhteers  ;  and  all  colored  soldiers 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1861,  were  to  re- 
ceive full  pay;  and  the  Attorney-General  was 
authorized  to  decide  whether  colored  men  not 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  were  entitled  to 
the  same  pay  as  white  soldiers.  The  bill  waa 
approved  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  1864. 

No/  LXVIL— 7%^  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
Soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army^  and  for 
other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  bounty  to  volunteers  and 
the  pay  of  the  army,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  reported 
back  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixteenth,  with 
amendments.  The  bill  provided  that  there 
should  be  paid  to  such  persons  as  had  enlist- 
ed under  the  proclamation  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  calling  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers,  and  to  such  persons  as  might 
thereafter  enlist  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the 
following  bounties,  namely,  to  veterans,  four 
hundred  dollars  ;  to  tfll  other  persons,  three 
hundred  dollars.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  authorized  to  pay  a  premium  not  exceeding 
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flfteeo  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  a  veteran 
Tolunteer,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of 
iny  other  volunteer.  That  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  in  payment  of  the  boun- 
ties. That  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1 864, 
the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned  ofiScers 
iDd  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
forces  should  be  as  follows,  namely,  sergeant- 
majors  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infiintry,  twenty- 
three  dollars ;  quartermaster-sergeants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  twenty-three  dollars ;  of  infantry, 
twenty  dollars ;  first  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry,  twenty-three  dollars;  ser- 
geant of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  nine- 
teen dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance,  sappers  and 
miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four  dollars  ;  cor- 
porals of  ordnance,  sappers  and  miners,  and  pon- 
toniers, twenty  dollars;  privates,  first  class,  eigh- 
teen dollars ;  second  class,  sixteen  dollars ;  corpo- 
rals of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  seventeen 
dollars;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty-three 
dollars;  buglers,  fifteen  dollars;  farriers,  and 
blacksmiths  of  cavalry,  and  artificers  of  artil- 
lery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantrj^,  sixteen  dollars ;  princip|l  mu- 
fiidans  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two  dol- 
lars; musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  musi- 
cians of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  four- 
teen dollars.  That  all  enlisted  persons  of  African 
decent  should  have  the  same  uniform,  clothing, 
irms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  rajbns,  medi- 
cal and  hospital  attendance,  and  pay,  as  soldiers 
of  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
States,  of  like  arm  of  the  service.  That  when- 
erer  Uie  President  should  call  upon  the  several 
Stat^  for  men,  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
town,  or  township, .  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  therein  liable 
to  render  military  service,  taking  into  account 
the  number  which  had  been  previously  furnish- 
ed, and  the  number  of  men  that  had  entered  .or 
might  enter  the  naval  service.  That  chaplains, 
wlwn  absent  from  duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or 
sickness,  should  be  allowed  full  pay  without 
rations,  and  half  pay  with  rations  during  ab" 
senoe  on  leave  occasioned  by  other  causes ;  and 
chaplains  who  had  been  absent  from  duty  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay  without  rations. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  December,  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  debated  by  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Colkmer,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr.  Howard, 
*nd  slightly  amended.  On  the  ninth  of  February, 
it  was  again  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, laid  on  the  table,  and  not  again  called  up. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  WHson  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  enlist- 
nients  into  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs.  On  the  eighteenth, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
Xhe  Senate,  on  the  twenty -first,  proceeded  to  its 
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consideration.  It  consisted  of  seven  sections, 
and  provided :  That  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regulaf  army  should  be  for  the  term  of  three 
vears.  That  all  persons  of  African  descent  who 
had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into  the  military 
service,  should  receive  thte  same  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gular or  volunteer  forces ;  and  that  every  such 
person  thereafter  mustered  into  service  should  re- 
ceive two  months*  pay  in  advance.  That,  when  any 
man  of  African  descent  owing  service  or  labor  in 
any  State  under  its  laws,  should  be  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  he,  and  his  mother,  wife,  and  children, 
should  be  for  ever  free.  Full  pay,  without  rations, 
to  chaplains  theretofore  or  thereafter  absent  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness ;  half tpay,  with  ra- 
tions, during  absence  on  leave  occasioned  by 
other  causes.  The  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grimes,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  two  months'  pay  in  advance,"  to  colored 
volunteers,  and  inserting  the  words,  **  such  sums 
in  bounty  as  the  President  shall  order  in  different 
States  and  parts  of  the  United  States,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.** 

On  the  third  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  frcia 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers.  It  provided  that 
all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  or  who  might 
be  mustered  into  the  military  service,  should  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  other  than 
bounty,  as  other  soldiers;  and  that  every  person 
of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  should  receive  such  sums  in  bounty 
as  the  President  should  order,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars.  On  the  fourth,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  debated  on  that  day,  the  tenth, 
the  thirteenth,  the  sixteenth,  the  twenty-third, 
and  the  twenty-ninth,  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Conness,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Sumner, 
Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Salisbury,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Foot,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  WilMnson,  and  Mr.  Howard.  Sever- 
al amendments  were  moved,  discussed,  and  acted 
upon,  and  the  joint  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  a  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers, in  lieu  of  the  joint  resolution  recommitted 
to  the  Committee.  It  provided  :  That  all  persons 
of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into 
the  military  service,  should  receive  the  same  uni- 
form, clothing,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  at- 
tendance, pay  and  emoluments,  other  than  boun- 
ty, as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer 
forces,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864;  and 
that  every  person  of  color  who  should  thereafter 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  should  receive  such 
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stims  in  bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in 
the  different  States  and  parts  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That 
all  persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  serrice  as 
volunteers,  under  the  oiU  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1863,  for  three  nundred  thou^nd  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually 
enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State  in  which 
they  volunteered,  should  receive  from  the  United 
States  the  same  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 
That  all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  the  service,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to 
other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the  date  of 
their  muster  into  the  service :  Provided^  That  the 
same  should  have  been  pledged  or  promised  to 
them  by  any  officer  or  person,  who,  in  making 
such  pledge  oi*  promise,  acted  by  authority  of  the 
War  Department 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  On  the  eighth,  the  Senate  resumed  its  con- 
sideration, and  Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  loyal 
owners  of  slaves  taken  into  the  service  should 
be  paid  their  fair  value,  which  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  commissioner  appointed  by  the  dis- 
trict court  On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Davis  spoke  at 
great  length  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  and 
against  the  policy  of  the  measure ;  and  oh  the 
tenth,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  six;  nays,  thirty-one.  The 
bill  was  then  passed — ^yeas,  thirty-one;  nays, 
six. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
army.  It  provided :  That  the  army  rations  should 
thereafter  be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  re- 
,  gulations  on  the  first  day  of  July,' 1861,  except- 
ing the  ration  of  pepper.  That  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  there  should  be  added  to  the 
pay  of  all  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  army,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
the  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  sum  was  de- 
termined and  declared  to  be  two  dollars  per 
month.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  army  appropriation  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  an  amendment  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  on  the  tenth  of  March, 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty -ninth  of  April, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  which  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  third  of 
May,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
substitute  provided :  That  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  1864^  the  pay  of  soldiers  should  be  sixteen 
dollars  per  month.  That  the  army  rations  should 
be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  regulation  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1861.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers  as 


provided  that  each  company  officer  should  ftir> 
nish  his  own  horse,  and  should  receive  fortj 
cents  per  day  for  use  and  risk,  should  be  repealed. 
That  the  pay  of  clerks  of  paymasters  in  ttie 
army  should  be  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum.  That  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  1868,  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces  should  be  so  amended  that  an  officer 
might  have  leave  of  absence,  without  deduction 
from  his  pay,  for  other  causes  than  for  sidcness 
or  for  wounds.  The  substitute  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed — ^yeas,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  none. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whidi 
had  been  referred  the  House  amendments,  re- 
ported them  back  with  amendments ;  and  the 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  their  con- 
sideration. The  first  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  House  amendment,  and 
insert :  *^  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  May, 
1864,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion,  the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army,  and 
volunteer  and  drafted  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  namely,  ser- 
geant-majors, twenty-six  dollars ;  quartermaster- 
sergeants  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  twenty-three 
dollars ;  of  infiintry,  twenty  dollars ;  first  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
four  dollars ;  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty  dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four 
dollars ;  corporals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  min- 
ers, and  pontoniers,  twenty  dollars;  privates, 
first  class  of  the  same  corps,  eighteen  dollars ;  pri- 
vates, second  class  of  the  same  corps,  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  corporals  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
eighteen  dollars ;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty- 
three  dollars  ;  buglers,  sixteen  dollars ;  farriers 
and  blacksmiths  of  cavalry  and  artificers  of  ar- 
tillery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars;  principal 
musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two 
dollars ;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
musicians  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers, 
sixteen  dollars;  hospital  stewards  of  the  first 
class,  thirty-three  dollars ;  hospital  stewards  of 
the  second  class,  twenty-five  dollars;  hospital 
stewards  of  the  third  class,  twenty -three  dollars. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  new  sec- 
tions three,  four,  five,  and  six,  after  the  second 
section  of  the  House  amendments :  '*  That  here- 
after rations  shall  not  be  issued  to  soldiers  sick 
in  hospital,  but  commutation  of  rations  sh^U  be 
allowed  and  paid  into  the  hospital  fund,  at  the 
rate  now  established  by  law,  for  each  soldier  re- 
ported by  the  surgeon  in  charge  as  sick  in  hos- 
pital ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  surgeon  in  charge 
sh^l  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  paymaster^ 
or  other  disbursing  officer,  who  may  be  charged 
with  the  payment  of  such  commutation :  Frowiaed^ 
That  the  hospital  fund  shall  be  devoted  solely  to 
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the  diet  and  maintenance  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers  in  such  hospital.  And  provided 
further,  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  establish  re- 
gulations for  the  accountability  of  medical  oflB- 
cers  having  charge  of  the  hospital  fund.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  appropriate  to  his  own  use, 
(»r  shall  misapply,  any  portion  of  a  hospital  fund, 
or  who  shall  make  any  false  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  sick  in  hospital,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, be  punished  as  a  court-martial  or  military 
commission  may  direct  That  all  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army, 
serving  under  enlistments  made  prior  to  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  shall  hare  the  privilege  of 
re€nlisting  for  the  term  of  three  years  in  their 
respective  organizations,  until  the  first  day  of 
August  next ;  and  all  such  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  so  reSnlisting  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  bounties  mentioned  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  January  thirteenth,  1864. 
That  section  thirty-five  of  thfe  "  Act  for  enrolling 
uid  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1863,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  enlisted  men  em- 
ployed as  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  military 
offices  in  Washington,  and  at  the  several  geo- 
graphical, division,  and  department  headquarters. 
That  there  be  added  to  the  battalion  of  engineers 
ooe  sergeant-major  and  one  quartermaster- ser- 
geant, who  shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant, 
and  each  shall  have  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  of  en- 
gine<9rs."  This  amendment  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  Committee  reported  as  an  amendment,  to 
idd  as  new  sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine :  That 
there  should  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of, 
the  War  Department,  during  the  continuance  of 
die  present  rebellion,  a  bureau  to  be  known  as 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  to  which  should 
be  returned  for  revision  the  records  and  proceed- 
ii^  of  all  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
tod  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  which  a  record  should  be 
kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon.  That  the 
President  should  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  head  of  said 
bureau,  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
one  assistant  judge-advocate  generaX  with  the 
nnk,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  caval- 
rr.  And  the  judge-advocate  and  his  assistant 
mould  receive,  revise,  and  have  recorded  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
tod  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
had  before  been  performed  by  the  Judge- Advo- 
«te  General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  power  to 
tppoiot  for  said  bureau  one  fourth  class,  one 
third  dasR,  one  second  class,  and  two  first  class 
derks.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
twenty-three ;  nays,  eleven.  The  bill  was  further 
uneoded  by  adding :  '*  That  in  all  cases  where  the 
GoTemment  shall  furnish  transportation  and  sub- 
fiistence  to  discharged  officers  and  soldiers  from 


the  place  of  their  discharge  to  the  place  of  their 
enrolment  or  original  muster  into  the  service, 
they  shaH  not  be  entitled  to  travel,  pay,  or  com- 
mutation of  subsistence." 

On  the  seventeenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  section  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"»>lonel,"  and  inserting  "major,"  which  was 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenty- two  ;  nays,  twelve. 
Mr.  Powell  moved  that  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  1864,  the  army  should  be  paid  in 
gold,  or  if  paid  in  paper,  it  should  be  paid  an 
amount  equal  to  gold  at  the  time  of  payment — 
yeas,  six;  nays,  twenty-three.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  It  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Powell  to  add  to  the  first  section  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Military  Committee,  increasing  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  a 
proviso  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  not 
apply  to  colored  soldiers;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  five ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  Senate  amendments, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kel- 
logg, of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Rollins,  of  Mis- 
souri, managers  on  the  part  of  the'  House.  The 
Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  original  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Nesmith  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  army,  with  some  slight  amendments ;  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment  concern- 
ing rations  issued  to  soldiers  sick  in  hospital ; 
that  the  House  agree  to  the  third  amendment  of  ^ 
the  Senate ;  that  non-com missiotied  officers  and 
privates  of  the  regukir  army,  serving  under  en- 
listments previous  .to  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  should  have  the  privilege  of  reenlisting  and 
receiving  the  veteran  bounties ;  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  fourth  amendment,  providing 
that  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  for  the  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  ap- 
proved March  third,  1863,  should  not  apply  to 
enlisted  men  employed  as  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  military  offices  in  Washington  ;  that 
in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendment,  strike  out  all  of  said  section 
after  the  words  *' sergeant-major,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "  who  shall  be  paid  thirty-six  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  who 
shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant,  who  shall  be 
paid  twenty-two  dollars  per  month."  And  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended.  That 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the 
sixth  Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion 
of  section  seven.  Strike  out  the  fourth,  fifth, 
and  all  of  the  sixth  line  down  to  the  word 
"and"  in  the  seventh  Senate  amendment,  and 
insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof;  "  The  rank, 
pay,  and  allowances  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
an  assistant  judge-advocate  general,   with  the 
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rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry." After  the  word  **  advocate,"  in  the  sev- 
enth line  of  said  seventh  Senate  amendment, 
i  insert  the  word  "  general ;"  and  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said  Senate  amend- 
ment as  amended.  That  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives do  agree  to  the  eighth  Senate  amendment, 
to  wit,  the  insertion  of  section  nine.  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the  ninth 
Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion  of  sec- 
tion ten.  That  the  House  of  Representatives 
agree  to  the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  of 
the  Senate  amendments.  The  report  of  the  con- 
ference committee  was  accepted  in  both  Houses, 
and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  June 
twentieth,  1864. 

No.  LXVin.— 7%tf  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ex- 
amination  of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  February,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  examination  of  certain  officers 
of  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  the  third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
Ml  amendment  The  bill  provided  :  That  every 
•|uwtermaster  and  assistant  quartermaster,  every 
X)mmissary  and  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, every  paymaster  and  additional  paymaster 
should  appear  for  examination  before  a  board, 
composed  of  three  officers  of  the  corps  to  which 
he  belonged.  And  all  members  of  such  boards  of 
examination  shall  swear  that  they  will  conduct 
all  examinations  with  impartiality,  and  with  a 
sole  view  to  the  qualifications  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  examined.  That  boards  of  exami- 
nation should  be  constituted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Quartermaster- 
Oeneral,  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
and  the  Paymaster-General,  at  convenient  plades. 
That  after  the  'board  should  be  constituted,  and 
after  the  general  orders  should  have  been  pub- 
lished for  a  period  of  ninety  days,  none  of  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
should  receive  any  pay,  allowances,  or  emolu- 
ments, until  they  should  have  appeared  before 
the  board  of  examination.  That  if  the  board  of 
examination  should  report  that  any  officer  does 
not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  they 
should  forward  the  record  of  the  examination 
to  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  he  might  be- 
long ;  and  if  the  head  of  such  bureau  should  ap- 
prove the  finding,  the  officer  so  failing  in  his  ex- 
amination should,  if  commissioned,  be  dismissed 
from  the  service  with  one  month's  pay ;  and  if 
not  yet  commissioned,  his  appointment  should 
be  revoked ;  and  if  the  board  should  report  that 
any  officer  failed  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion by  reason  of  intemperance  or  vicious  habits, 
and  if  the  head  of  the  bureau  should  approve  the 
finding  and  repoH  of  the  board  as  to  his  lack  of 
the  requisite  business  qualifications,  then  such 
^  officer  should  be  dismissed  without  pay,  and 
should  not  be  permitted  to  reenter  the  service  as 
an  officer.  That  the  boards  of  examination 
should  forward  all  their  records  of  examination 


to  the  hciads  of  the  bureaus  to  which  they  ap« 
pertain,  and  such  records  should  be  filed  in  the 
proper  bureaus. 

On  the  ninth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  taken  up,  the  amendments  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee  on  the  tenth.  On  the  twen- 
ty-first of  June,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  The  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
on  the  twenty-third,  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
concurred  in  the  amendments.  So  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXIX. — Ths  Joint  Resolution  to  provide 
for  the  Publication  of  a  Full  Army  Register, 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  a  joint  resolution  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  a  full  army  roister.  It 
authorized  and  required  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
connection  with  the  army  register  for  the  year 
1864,  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  a  full 
roster  or  roll  of  all  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of 
volunteers  who  had  been  in  the  army  since  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion,  showing  whether  they 
were  yet  in  the  service  or  had  been  discharged, 
and  giving  casualties  and  other  explanations  pro- 
per for  such  register.  And  to  defray,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  expenses  of  this  publication,  an 
edition  of  fifty  thousand  copies  of  such  enlarged 
register  should  be  published,  and  might  be  sold 
to  officers,  soldiers,  or  citizens,  at  a  price  which 
should  not  more  than  cover  the  actual  cost  of 
paper,  printing,  and  binding,  and  should  not  in 
any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume.  The  re- 
solution passed  without  a  division.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr,  Anthony,  of 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  it  Ijad  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXX. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  more 

speedy  Punishment  of  Guerrilla  Maraudert^ 

and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  1864,  M[r, 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aftairs,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  more  speeily  pun- 
ishment of  guerrillas,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Mr.  Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  Lost — ^yeas,  thirty-five ; 
nays,  sixty-seven.  It  was  then  passed — yeas, 
seventy-two ;  nays,  thirty -seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  which  the  bill  of  the  House  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  back  with  an  amendment     The  bill 
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proTided :  That  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-first 
section  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  should  apply  as  well  to  the 
sentences  of  the  military  commissions  as  to  those 
ofoourts-mortial ;  and  thereafter,  the  commanding 
general  in  the  field,  or  the  commander  of  the  de- 
partment, as  the  case  might  be,  should  have  power 
to  carry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas, and  for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  as- 
sault with  intftnt  to  commit  rape,  and  for  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war,  as  well  as 
sentences  against  spies,  mutineers,  deserters,  and 
morderers.     The  second  section  provided  that 
every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  general  court- 
martial  should  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate 
any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court,  includ- 
ing that  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  ex- 
cept the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashiering  or 
(teissing  an  officer,  which  sentences  it  should 
be  competent,  during  the  continuance  of  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  general  commanding  the  army  in 
the  field  or  the  department  commander,  as  the 
case  might  be,  to  remit  or  mitigate ;  and  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth, 
1862,  chapter  two  hundred  and  one,  be  repealed 
so  far  as  it  related  to  sentences  of  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary.     The  Military  Committee  re- 
ported in  &vor  of  striking  out  of  the  first  section 
tfW  the  word  '*  guerrillas,"  the  words,  "  for  rob- 
bery, arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  rape,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  and 
coBtoms  of  war."     The  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson  modified 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  **and," 
so  that  it  would  read  :  ^*  Shall  have  power  to 
cany  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault 
vith  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  violation  of 
the  laws  and  customs  of  war."  Mr.  Johnson  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Davis  de- 
nounced it  as  *^  another  of  the  series  of  strange  and 
ab&urd  bOls  that  these  extraordinary  times  have 
originated."  But  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  the  thirtieth,  the  Senate  resumed  \he  further 
conaderation  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Hendricks 
ffiOTed  to  amend  it  by  providing  that  the  term 
^guerrillas"  therein  contained  should  not  be  held 
to  include  persons  employed  in  the  authorized 
senrice  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
uneod  the  amendment  by  adding  the  woi*ds, 
**  whose  operations  shall  be  conducted  according 
to  the  laws  of  war."  But  the  amendment  was  re- 
j«:ted,aod  Mr.  Hendricks^s  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner,  the  bill  was  so 
SQeoded  as  to  provide  that  wherever  the  word 
''guerriUa"  occurred,  the  word  marauders  should 
bekuerted,  so  as  to  read  **  guerrilla  marauders." 
^*  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
^^ctkm,  providing  that  when  a  soldier  in  hospital 
^Id  ht  discharged  from  the  military  service, 
bat  should  be  aniU>le  to  leave  or  to  avail  himself 
of  his  discharge  in  consequence  of  sickness  or 
voonda,  and  should  subsequently  die  in  such 


hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died  in 
the  military  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to 
read,  **  when  a  soldier  in  any  hospital  shall  have 
been  discharged  or  shall  be  discharged ;"  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to.  •  Mr.  Wil- 
soa  then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  ^*  that  payments  which  have  been  made 
by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of  their  enrol- 
ment, and  for  a  time  previous  to  their  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  if  other- 
wise correct,  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
paymasters*  accounts ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed, 
and  its  title  amended  so  as  to  read :  "  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  punishment  of  guer- 
rilla marauders,  and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  July,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  were  disagreed  to,  a  conunit- 
tee  of  conference  asked  for,  and  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  More- 
head,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on 
its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Van  Winkle,  of  West- Virginia,  were  ap- 
pointed managers. 

On  the  second,  Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported :  "  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same.  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  second  amendment, 
being  the  proviso  to  the  first  section.  That  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's third  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment :  add  to  the  end 
of  said  amendment  the  following  words,  **  so  far  « 
as  relates  to  bounties."  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  its  further  amendment  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  title  of  said  bill  and  agree  to  the 
same."  The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  House 
of  Representatives  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
^proved  by  the  President  on  the  second  of  July, 
1864. 


No.  LXXL— T^d  Bill  to  provide  for  the  better 
Organization  of  the  Quartermaster^ a  Depart' 
ment. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  .the  fourth  of  April,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.  The 
bill  provided :  That  there  should  be  established  in 
the  office  oL  the  Quartermaster-General,  to  exist 
during  the  rebellion  and  one  year  thereafter,  the 
following  divisions,  each  of  which  should  be  placed 
in  the  charge  of  a  competent  officer  of.  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  who  should,  under  such 
rules  as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transact  the  business  of  such*  division,  to 
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wit :  The  first  division  should  have  charge  of  the 
purchase,  procurement,  and  disposition  of  horses 
and  mules.  The  second  division  should  have  charge 
of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue,and  disposition 
of  cloth  and  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
and  accoutrements.  The  third  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  and 
maintenance  of  all  vessels  to  be  used  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army,  and  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  of  their  supplies.  The  fourth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  main- 
tenance, and  procurement  of  all  transportation 
for  the  armj,  and  its  supplies  by  land  and  upon 
the  western  rivers.  The  fifth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue, 
and  disposition  of  forage  and  straws  The  sixth 
division  should  have  charge  of  the  erection,  pro- 
curement, maintenance,  and  disposition  of  all  bar- 
racks, hospital  buildings,  storehouses,  stables, 
bridges,  wharves,  and  other  structures  composed 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  lumber,  and  of  all  lumber, 
nails,  and  hardware  for  building  purposes.  The 
seventh  division  should  fabve  charge  of  the  pur- 
chase, procurement,  issue,  and  disposition  of  all 
wagons,  ambulances,  travelling-forges  and  har- 
ness. The  eighth  division  should  have  charge 
of  all  inspections  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  of  all  reports  made  by  officers  assigned 
to  inspection  duty,  analyzing  and  preserving  the 
reports  as  received,  and  communicating,  through 
the  Quartermaster-General,  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
proper  divisions  such  portions  of  the  reports  as 
might  be  necessary  for  their  information  and  use. 
The  ninth  division  should  have  charge  of  all 
the  correspondence,  returns,  reports,  and  records 
received,  filed,  and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster-General.  That  the  supplies  and 
,  material  for  the  quartermaster's  department 
should  be  purchased,  after  due  public  notice,  by 
the  heads  of  the  several  divisions,  except  in  cases 
of  supplies  procured  within  the  field  of  active 
military  operations.  That  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral divisions  should,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Quartermaster-General,  from  time  to  time  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  movements  and  operations  of  the  several  ar- 
mies, and  for  other  military  purposes,  in  news- 
papers having  general  circulation  in  those  parts 
of  the  country  where  such  supplies  could  be  most 
advantageously  furnished ;  and  all  such  supplies 
should  be  subject  to  careful  inspection  ;  and  all 
clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  should 
be  subject  to  a  double  inspection — first,  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  material,  and  second,  as  to  the  kind 
and  character  of  the  Workmanship.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  es- 
tablish depots,  from  time  to  time,  at  places  con- 
venient to  the  principal  armies  in  the  field,  for 
receiving  and  distributing  the  supplies  necessary 
for  such  armies.  That  when  an  emergency  should 
exist  requiring  the  immediate  procurement  of  sup- 
plies for  the  necessary  movements  and  operations 
of  an  army,  and  when  such  supplies  could  not  be 
procured  from  any  established  depot  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  or  from  the  head  of  the 
division  charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  such 


supplies,  within  the  required  time,  then  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  such  arraj 
to  order  thb  chief  quartermaster  of  such  army  to 
procure  such  supplies  during  the  continuance  of 
such  emergency,  but  no  longer.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  at 
least  once  in  every  three  months  thereafUr, 
to  require  from  the  principal  quartermasters 
of  the  several  military  departments  and  d6- 
p6ts,  approximate  statements  of  the  aggregate 
amounts  of  supplies  on  hand,  and  estimates  of 
the  additional  amounts  required  for  the  serv- 
ice for  the  ensuing  three  months,  stating  at  what 
places  such  supplies  would  be  required,  and  what 
amounts  were  legally  contracted  for  but  not  de- 
livered. That  all  inspectors  of  horses,  mules, 
clothing,  fuel,  forage,  lumber,  hired  transports, 
and  other  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment should  be  sworn  to  perform  their  du- 
ties in  a  faithful  and  impartial  manner,  and 
should,  for  any  corruption,  wilful  neglect,  or 
fraud  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  be  liable 
to  punishment  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  by  sen- 
tence of  court-martial  or  military  commission. 
That  if  any  contractor  or  person  furnishing  sup- 
plies or  transportation  should  give,  or  offer  to 
give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  to  any  officer  or  em- 
ployee of  the  quartermaster's  department  having 
charge  of  the  receipt  or  disposition  of  the  sup- 
plies or  transportation  furnished  by  him,  or  in 
any  way  connected  therewith,  ap  j  money  or 
other  valuable  consideration,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, all  contracts  and  charters  with  such  per 
son  should,  at  the  option  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  null  and  void.  That  whenever  it  should 
become  necessary  to  purchase  any  steam  or  sail- 
ing vessel  for  the  use  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, the  same  should  be  first  inspected  by 
one  or  more  competent  naval  officers.  That  the 
officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions 
should,  during  the  time  that  they  remain  in  such 
charge,  each  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  a  colonel  in  the  quartermaster's  department 
And  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion, 
the  Secretary  of  War  might  assign  to  duty,  as  in- 
spectors of  .the  quartermaster's  department,  six 
officers,  to  be  selected  from  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer officers  who  should  have  served  for  not 
less  than  one  year  in  that  department,  who  should 
have,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  the  tempo- 
rary rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  of  the  quartermaster's  department 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill ;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mclndoe,  of  Wisconsin,  referred  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported 
it  back  with  amendments,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth,  the  amendments  of  the  Committee,  to- 
gether with  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed passed. 
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Tbe  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  voted 
to  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  and 
isk  t  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing Totes.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr. 
Powell  were  appointed  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  tbe  twenty-ninth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Scbenck,  insisted  on  its  amendments ;  agreed 
to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
tt>pointed  Mr.  Scbenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Deming,  of 
Oranecticut,  and  Mr.  Ward,  of  New- York,  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Scbenck,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  first  amendment,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  other  amendments,  except  the  thir- 
tj-first  amendment,  and  agree  to  it  with  an 
amendment  The  report  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
first  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the 
eoofereoce  committee,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864. 

Na  LXXIT. — Th^  Bill  to  amend  the  Seeeral  Acts 

for  Enrolling  and  Calling  out  the  National 

Forca, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
1B64,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York,  introduced  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  persons  from  lia- 
bilitj  to  military  duty  by  reason  of  the  payment 
of  money,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twen- 
tj-fiflh,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
(he  bill  and  amendments.  It  proposed  to  repeal 
BO  much  of  the  enrolment  act  as  authorized  the 
discharge  of  persons  drafted,  on  the  payment  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  procuration  of  a 
substitute.  The  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  add  as  a  new  section,  That  nothing  in 
the  act  approved  February  twenty -fourth,  1864, 
amending  the  act  approved  March  third,  1863,  for 
eorolIlDg  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
^tould  be  construed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  act 
approved  March  third,  1863,  which  required  that 
the  board  of  enrolment,  in  making  arafts,  should 
"make  a  draft  of  the  required  number  and  fifty 
per  cent  in  addition ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
•greed  to.  The  Committee  also  reported  an 
uaendment  to  add  as  a  new  section.  That  section 
twelve  of  the  **  Act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  approved  March  third,  1863, 
be  so  amended  that  the  notice  to  be  served  on 
drafted  men  might  be  Served  within  ten  davs 
•fter  gu<^  draft,  or  at  any  time  within  six  months 
therefrom ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
Mctioo :  That  the  President  be  authorized,  on  and 
>&«'  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  call  out,  for  a 
pwiod  not  exceeding  one  year,  such  number  of 
ttea  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  rc- 
qnire  by  draft,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
•ct  approved  March  third,  1868,  entitled,  "An 
ut  for  enrolling  and  calling   out  the  national 


forces,"  and  the  act  approved  February  twenty- 
fourth,  1864,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled,  *An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces.' "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  par- 
ticipated, the  Senate  adjourned. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Wil- 
son's amendment  to  draft  for  one  year  instead  of 
three  years.  Mr.  Wilson  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  enable  Mr.  Collamer  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment, in  four  sections :  That  all  calls  for  drafts 
thereafter  made  under  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1868, 
and  of  any  act  in  addition  to  or  amendment 
thereof,  should  be  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year.  That  this  act  should  not  extend  to  or  in- 
clude drafts  to  be  made  in  any  district  or  sub- 
division thereof,  to  fill  its  quota  on  calls  already 
made,  but  the  same  should  be  completed  under 
the  laws  in  force  before  the  passage  thereof.  That 
no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  should  be  liable 
to  be  again  drafted  until  the  present  enrolment 
should  oe  exhausted.  That  the  number*of  men 
furnished  f^om^any  district  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  and  above  its  quota  on 
calls  heretofore  made,  and  the  term  of  service  of 
such  men,  should  be  considered  and  allowed  to 
said  district  in  calls  thereafter  made. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  at  great  length 
bvMr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Doolittle,  and  Mr.  McDougall.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Collamer' s  first  section, 
and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty- two ;  nays, 
seventeen.  The  other  sections  of  Mr.  Collamer's 
amendment  were  then  adopted. 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  requiring  Indian  tribes,  having  treaties 
and  receiving  annuities,  to  furnish  their  quotas, 
the  force  so  furnished  to  be  used  in  maintaining 
peace  among  the  Indians,  and  relieving  troops 
employed  against  hostile  tribes.  The  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hale, 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Hendricks, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
McDougall,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Doo- 
little moved  to  amend  Mr.  Brown's  amendment 
by  substituting  for  it  a  provision  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  receive  into  the  military 
service  Indian  'tribes  in  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  a  part  of  the  military 
force  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  and 
protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  other  Territories  where  the  hostile  or 
invading  force  was  in  whole  or  in  part  composed 
of  hostile  Indians ;  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  twelve.  The  amendment  as  amended  wa.^ 
then  rejected — ^yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty-nine.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  seo 
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tion :  That  every  person  who  should  be  drafted 
under  calls  thereafter  made,  and  who  should 
serve  honorably  for  a  period  of  one  year,  should 
receive  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
piid  upon  his  discharge  from  the  service ;  and 
evfery  person  so  drafted  and  who  should  be  hon- 
orably discharged  after  a  term  of  service  less 
than  one  year,  should  receive  a  bounty  propor- 
tioned to  his  term  of  service.  Mr.  Conness  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  that,"  and  inserting:  "  From  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  able-bodied 
volunteer  who  shall  be  accepted  and  who  shall 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  after  one  year*s  service, 
one  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
provided  by  law."  After  debate  Mr.  Conness 
withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  vote  was  tak- 
en on  Mr.  Wilson^ s  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing as  a  new  section,  That  when  a  soldier,  sick  in 
hospital,  should  be  discharged  from  the  milijary 
service,  but  should  bo  unable  to  leave,  or  avail 
himself  of  his  discharge,  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness or  wounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in 
such  hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died 
in  the  military  service ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  payments  which  had 
been  made  by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned 
officers  of  volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of 
their  enlistment,  and  for  a  time  previous  to  their 
muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  if  otherwise  correct,  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  such  paymasters*  accounts ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  adding:  That  ten 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  substitutes 
should  not  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  persons  drafted. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Hale  opposed  it,  and  it  was 
rejected — yeas,  six ;  nays,  thirty-flve. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding,  as  a  new  section,  Tha^t  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  or  other  per- 
son, who  had  been,  or  should  thereafter  be,  dis- 
charged from  the  army,  within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  their  enlistment,  by  reason  of  perma- 
nent injuries  received,  or  permanent  disability 
contracted,  in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  he  might  have  served,  as  was  granted,  or 
might  thereafter  be  granted,  to  the  same  class 
of  persons  who  were  discharged  after  a  service 
of  two  years ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
adding  that  hospital  matrons  should,  aft^r  the 
first  of  July,  1864,  receive  twelve  dollars  per' 
month  and  one  ration. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  repealing  the  commutation  clause  of  the 
enrolment  act,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twen- 
ty-one ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
— yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  drafted 


persons  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  three  huodnd 
dollars  commutation,  on  all  incomes  over  om 
thousand  dollars  and  not  over  two  thousand  dol* 
lars,  five  per  cent ;  on  all  incomes  over  two  tho(> 
sand  dollars  and  not  over  five  thousand  dolUn, 
ten  per  cent ;  and  on  all  incomes  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  twenty  per  cent;  the  money  to  be 
paid  in  bounties  to  men  drafted  and  mustered 
into  the  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  back 
the  bill  without  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  proceeded,  on  the  twenty- 
third,  to  its  consideration.  The  amendments 
which  had  been  adopted  fell  by  the  recommit- 
ment, and  the  original  bill,  providing  simply  for 
the  repeal  of  the  three'  hundred  dollar  commati- 
tion  clause,  was  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  second  section,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Collamer :  That  in  calls  for  drafts  there- 
after made,  under  the  act  "  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  the  acts  in 
addition  to  9r  amendatory  thereof,  the  same 
might  be  made  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  Pres- 
ident should  direct,  not  exceeding  one  year.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  **  shall  be  made  for  one  year;** 
lost — ^yeas,  twelve ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler moved  to  amend  Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  by 
striking  out  **  not  exceeding  one  year,"  and  in- 
serting '*  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
years  ;"  lost — ^yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty -threes 
Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to— 
yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Colla- 
mer then  moved  that  the  sum  paid  as  commuta- 
tion money  should  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, instead  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  but  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Collamer,  providing  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  furnished  from  any  district  to  the 
service  beyond  and  above  calls  theretofore  made, 
and  the  term  of  service  of  such  men,  should  be 
considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
thereafter  made,  should  be  added  as  a  new  sec- 
tion ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  the  Bill  was  further  amended  by  adding 
as  a  new  section  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Collamer,  providing  that  no  person  draft^  on 
future  calls,  or  who  should  volunteer  to  fill  the 
same,  should  be  liable  to  be  again  drafts  until 
the  existing  enrolment  should  be  exhausted. 
The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed — ^yeas, 
twenty-four;  nays,  seven. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  (Committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  further  regulate  and  provide  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces.  Mr. 
Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  its  second 
reading.  On  the  question,  should  the  bill  be  re- 
jected, the  yeas  were  seventy-five,  and  the  nays 
were  seventy-five ;  the  Speaker  voted  nar,  and 
the  bill  was  not  rejected.  Mr.  Blaine,  of  Maine, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  two  first  sections,  pro- 
viding that  no  payment  of  money  should  be  ao- 
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cepted  by  the  Gk>Ternment  to  release  any  drafted 
person  from  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
iod  that  no  substitute  should  be  accepted  for  a 
drafted  person,  unless  he  be  the  father,  brother, 
or  SOD  of  the  drafted  man.  The  question,  after 
debate,  was  taken  on  the  motion  striking  out  the 
first  section ;  and  it  was  agreed  to— y«w,  one 
handred ;  nays,  fifty.  The  second  section  was 
then  stricken  out  without  a  division.  Mr.  Broom- 
all,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  substitute  for  the 
bQL  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend 
itbytdding  that  the  President  should  accom- 
pany any  order  for  a  draft  of  men  for  military 
service  with  a  notice  that  he  would  accept  volun- 
teers or  substitutes  in  lieu  of  such  drafted  men 
prior  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  draft,  to  fill  up 
the  quota  or  any  part  thereof^  of  any  town,  town- 
ship, ward,  precinct,  or  election  (fistrict,-  or  of 
Mj  county  not  so  sub-divided ;  and  every  per- 
son so  volunteering,  in  lieu  of  a  man  to  be  draft- 
ed, should  be  credited  to  such  town,  township, 
ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  county  not 
so  sub-divided ;  and  if  he  volunteered,  or  was 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  a  drafted  man,  and 
was  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  should 
receive  and  be  paid  by  the  United  States  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  two 
vears,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  two 
handred  doUars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
onless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  three  hun- 
dred dolkrs;  one  half  of  which  said  bounty 
should  be  paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time  of  his 
beiog  mustered  into  the  service,  one  fourth  at 
the  expiration  of  one  half  his  term  of  service,  and 
one  fourth  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service. 

Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  movea  to  strike  out  of 
the  amendment,  "be  credited  to  such  town, 
township,  precinct,  or  election  district,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  the  words,  **  if  subject  to  enrolment, 
be  credited  to  the  town,  township,  precinct,  or 
Section  district  in  which  he  may  be  liable  to  en- 
rohnent;  if  not  so  subject,  to  the  town,  town- 
ship, precinct,  or  election  district  in  which  he 
may  have  volunteered ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to— 
Teas,  sixty-four ;  nays,  forty-one.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Boutwell,  it  was  further  amended  by  adding: 
That  no  volunteer  or  substitute  who  should  be 
honorably  discharged  previous  to  tl\e  expiration 
of  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  should  be  entitled 
to  his  full. bounty  for  the  term  of  his  enlistment 
Mr.  IngersoU  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  after 
the  word  ** service"  the  words,  **  But  in  case  of 
his  death  when  in  said  service,  the  residue  of  his 
boontj  shall  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives  ; 
^  in  case  of  his  honorable  discharge  from 
wounds  or  sickness  incurred  in  the  service,  he 
shall  receive  the  full  bounty ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Famsworth  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
Isid  open  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
Mr.  Fenton's  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
igreedto. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House  resumed  the 
^vtaideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Schenck  offered 
ft  substitute  for  the  substitute  moved  by  Mr. 
B(^wi&alL    The  substitute,  in  eight  secGons,  pro- 


vided :  For  the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dol- 
lar commutation.  For  drafting  for  a  period  not 
less  than  one  year.  For  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  one  year,  two  hundred  dollars  for 
two  years,  and  three  hundred  dollars  for  three 
years.  For  allowing  drafted  men  to  select  their 
organizations,  when  not  filled.  For  discharging 
minors  under  eighteen*  years  of  age,  and  forbid- 
ding officers  to  muster  into  the  service  minors 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.  For  allowing  pro- 
vost-marshals to  make  a  draft  of  fifty  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill  the  quota. 
For  allowine  to  drafted  persons  transportation. 
For  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  in  the  rebel 
States. 

The  bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Odell,  of  New-York,  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
Dawes  and  Mr.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Kernan  and  Mr.  Fernando  Wood,  of  New- 
York.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but 
the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-seven;  nays, 
seventy-eight  The  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered, and  the  House' ac^oumed. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  House  resunied  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Schenck  denianded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment,  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  amendment  was  lost — ^yeas, 
sixty-two ;  nays,  nmety-one.  The  vote  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  Broomairs  substitute,  and  it  was 
rejected.  Mr.  Stevens  moved  an  amendment  as 
a  substitute,  in  ten  sections.  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, proposed  ten  additional  sections,  giv- 
ing credit  for  naval  enlistments,  and  allowing  ad- 
ditional time  for  persons  drafted  who  should  be 
absent  in  pursuit  of  their  business ;  and  Mr.  Stev- 
ens accepted  them  as  part  of  (lis '  amendment 
Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill  by 
adding,  That  thereafter  no  person  should  be  re- 
ceived or  accepted  to  serve  m  the  army  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  any  other  person  liable  to  military  du- 
ty, and  who  might  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted 
for  that  purpose ;  but  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed— twenty-five  voting  for  it,  and  ninety-three 
against  it 

Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adopting  a  substitute  for  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Stevens.  The  substitute,  he  said,  was  the  Sen- 
ate bill  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  substi- 
tute was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-eight;  nays,  ninety- 
two.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
substitute,  and  it  was  lost — yeas,  twenty-three ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  twenfy. 

Mr.  Smithers,  of  Delaware,  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  original  bill  It  provided :  That  the  Presi- 
dent might  call  for  any  number  of  men  as  vol- 
unteers, for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  any  person  mustered  into  the 
service  for  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  should  receive  and  be  paid  by  the 
United  States. a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars; 
and  if  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  and 
if  for  a  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars.  That 
in  case  the  quota  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  town, 
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township,  ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or 
of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  should  not  be 
filled  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  such 
call,  then  the  President  should  order  a  draft  for 
one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof 
which  might  bo  unfilled ;  and  in  case  of  any  such 
draft,  no  payment  of  money  should  be  accepted 
or  received  by  the  Government  as  commutation 
to  release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  per- 
sonal obligation  to  perform  military  service.  That 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  executive  of  any  of 
the  States  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of 
the  States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  to  recruit 
volunteers  under  any  call  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  who  should  be  credited  to  the  State 
and  to  the  respective  subdivisions  thereof  which 
might  procure  the  enlistment  That  drafted  men, 
substitutes,  and  volunteers,  when  mustered  in, 
should  be  organized  into  or  assigned  to  regiments, 
batteries,  or  other  organizations  of  their  own 
States,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  should,  when 
assigned,  be  permitted  to  select  their  own  r^- 
ments,  batteries,  or  other  organizations  from 
among  those  of  their  respective  States,  which,  at 
the  time  of  assignment,  might  not  be  filled  to 
their  maximum  number.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  discharge  minors  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  under  the  circumstances  and  on 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  section;  and 
thereafter,  if  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
should  knowingly  enlist  or  muster  into  the  mili- 
tary service  any  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  parent 
or  guardian,  such  person  so  enlisted  or  recruited 
should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  dis- 
charged ;  and  such  recruiting  or  mustering  offi- 
cer should  be  dismissed  the  service  with  forfeit- 
ure of  all  pay  and  allowances.  That  section 
three  of  an  act  entitled,  *^  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,*  ap- 
proved February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  authorize  and  direct  district  provost- 
marshals,  under  the  direction  of  the .  Provost- 
Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft  for  fifty  per 
cent  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill 
the  quota  of  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  sec- 
tion. That,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  draft- 
ed persons  reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous 
should  be  allowed  transportation  from  their  pla- 
ces of  residence ;  persons  discharged  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  should  be  allowea  transportation 
to  their  places  of  residence.  That  all  persons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
entered  said  service  during  the  present  rebellion, 
who  had  not  been  credited  to  the  quota  of  any 
town,  district,  ward,  or  State,  by  reason  of  their 
having  been  in  said  service  and  not  enrolled  prior 
to  February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  should  be  en- 
rolled and  credited  to  the  quotas  of  the  town, 
ward,  district,  or  State  in  which  they  respective- 
ly resided.  That  if  any  person  duly  drafted 
should  be  absent  from  home  in  prosecution  of  his 
usual  business,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict should  cause  him  to  be  duly  notified  as  soon 
as  might  be,  and  he  should  not  be  deemed  a  de- 


serter, nor  liable  as  such,  until  notice  had  beeo 
given  to  him  and  reasonable  time  allowed  for  him 
to  return  and  report  to  the  provost-marshal  of 
his  district ;  but  such  absence  should  not  other* 
wise  affect  his  liability  under  the  act  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  the  substitute;  and  it  was 
lost — yeas,  seventy-five ;  nays,  seventy-seven. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Wes^Vi^ 
ginia,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  Mr.  Smith- 
ers^s  substitute.  Mr.  Holman  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table — ^yeas,  seventy-three ;  nays, 
eighty-five.  Mr.  Blaii^s  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  eighty-three; 
nays,  seventy-one.  Mr.  Smithers's  amendment, 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  was  then  agreed  to 
— ^yeas,  eighty-one;  hays,  seventy-five.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  should  be 
construed  to  alter,  or  in  any  way  affect  the  lav 
relative  to  those  conscientiously  opposed  to  bear- 
ing arms.  Mr.  Pike,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens*8  amendment  requiring*  the  enrol- 
ment of  persons  between  forty-five  and  fifty 
years  of  age ;  but  it  was  lost — yeas,  forty-seven ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  two.  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment  was  then  agreed  to — ^yeas,  seventy- 
seven  ;  nays,  sixty-four.  The  bill,  as  amend^ 
was  then  passed — ^yeas,  eighty-two ;  nays,  seven- 
ty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twen^-ninth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Senate,  in  the  evening  session,  proceeded  to  its 
consideration.  After  being  debated  and  amend- 
ed in  several  particulars,  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  it  by  substituting  for  it  the  bill  that 
passed  the  Senate ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  moved  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  adding  as  a  new  section.  That  all  enlist- 
ments that  ha^  been  made  into  the  naval  serrice 
or  marine  corps  since  the  passage  of  the  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  which  should 
thereafter  be  made  into  the  naval  service  or  ma- 
rine corps,  should  be  allowed  and  credited  to  the 
appropriate  township,  precinct,  or  district,  on  ac- 
count of  which  such  enlistments  had  been  or 
might  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  enlist- 
ments for  the  army  were  allowed  and  credited  to 
the  several  townships,  precincts,  or  districts;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sherman 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
*^That  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bonnties 
and  of  enforcing  the  draft,  there  be  levied  and 
collected,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  by 
law,  a  special  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  incomes 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars,  accruing  during 
the  year  1864 ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to—yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays,  seven.  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add  a  section  forbidding 
any  State  to  recruit  in  other  States ;  and  it  was 
agreed  to.     The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  the 
amendment  to  assess  on  incomes  a  tax  to  pay 
the  bounties,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  enrot 
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ment  act,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  contra- 
rened  the  first  clause  of  the  seventh  section  of 
tiie  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  an  infringement  on  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  respectfully  returned  to  the  Senate, 
with  a  message  communicating  the  resolutibn ; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.     The  Senate  re- 
turned the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  section  ob- 
jected to  left  out     The  House  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  and  after  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Dawes,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Schenck,  and  Mr.  Hard- 
ing participated,  Mr!  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio,  moved 
that  no  levy  of  troops  should  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  except  by  volunteering,  till 
SQch  time  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  have  made  a  request  for  an  armistice,  and 
should  have  made  such  efforts  as  were  consistent 
with  honor  to  restore  harmony  among  the  States 
bj  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  empowered 
to  negotiate  for  peace  upon  terms  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  and 
until  such  efforts  should  have  been  rejected  by 
the  so-called  confederate  government     Mr.  Coz 
moTed  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table; 
lost— yeas,  forty-three;  nays,  fifty-seven.     The 
Tote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Le  Blond's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected— yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
eighty-nine. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Amendments  were  offered  by  Mr.  Davis, 
of  MtryUnd,  Mr.  Morrill,  Mr.  Orth,  Mr.  Thomas, 
ind  Mr.  Garfield.  The  amendments  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas and  Mr.  Davis  were  rejected,  aod  those  of 
Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Orth,  and  Mr.  Garfield  agreed 
ta  The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  disagreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Schenck,  the  House  asked  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield, 
Mr.  Smithers,  and  Mr.  Kernan  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  • 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted 
Qpon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  managers. 
On  the  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  con- 
^Dce  committee,  reported  ^*  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  its  amendments  to  the  House  bill,  and 
*gr««  to  it  with  several  amendments."  After  de- 
rate, the  vote  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
r^rt,  and  it  was  non-concurred  in — ^yeas,  six- 
teen; nays,  eighteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  Senate  insistted  on  its  amendments  to 
^e  bill,  and  asked  a  further  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses — ^yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eight.  Mr.  Foster  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote,  and  it  was  reconsidered 
^yoa,  twenty  •  nays,  seventeen.  Mi^Sherman 
^en  withdrew  his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Conness,  the  Senate  reconsidered  its  vote  non- 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference — yeas,  eighteen;  nays,  seventeen. 
I^e  vote  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
conference  committee*s  report ;  and  it  was  agreed 

*o— yeas,  eighteen;    nays,   seventeen.     In  the 


House,  Mr.  Grarfield  made  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  it  was  agreed  to-^ 
yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays,  fifly-five.  •  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  fourth  of  July, 
1864. 

No.  LXXrn. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive 
of  the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  the  Veteran  Sol- 
aiers  who  have  reinlisted  in  the  Army, 
In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Famsworth,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  the  veteran  soldiers  who  have  reenlisted 
m  the  army.     It  declared  that  the  thanks  of 
Congress  are  given  to  those  noble  and  brave  men 
who,  having  so  gallantly  endured  the  hardships 
and  perils  of  war  for  more  than  two  years,  in 
support  of  their  country's  flag,  present  the  sub- 
lime spectacle  of  again  voluntarily  enrolling  them- 
selves in  the  army  of  the  Union  for  another  three 
years*  campaign,  or  so  long  as  the  war  shall  con- 
tinue ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  the 
resolution  to  be  read  to  each  of  the  veteran  regi- 
ments who  had  reenlisted,  or  should  reenlist 
The  joint  resolution  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly passed,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  twenty-spcond  day  of  March,  18GJt. 

No.  LXXrV.— 7%<j  Bill  to  increase  the  Number 
of  Cadets  tn,  and  to  raise  the  Standard  of 
Admission  to,  the  Military  Academy, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
1864^  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  number  of  cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  admission  to,  the  Military  Academy,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Xhe  bill  provides :  **  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
number  of  cadets  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
two  cadets  for  each  State  represented  in  Congress, 
who  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State  for 
which  they  may  be  appointed,  and  fifty  cadets 
to  be  appointed  from  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  shall 
have  served  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one 
year.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
as  a  dadet  at  the  Military  Academy  who  shall  be 
less  than  seventeen  or  more  than  twenty  years 
of  age  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  his 
admission.  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  1866,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  ca- 
det at  the  Military  Academy  until  he  shall  have 
passed  a  full  and  satisfactory  examination  in  the 
following-named  branches  of  education  :  First. 
Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  the  grammatical 
construction  of  the  English  language  Second. 
An  outline  of  the  physical  and  political  geogra- 
phy and  of  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Thurd.  Arithmetic,  to  include  the  decimal  numer- 
ation, the  four. ground  rules,  the  tables  of  Uie 
standard  weights  and  measures,  and  the  coins  of 
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the  United  States,  England,  and  Prance ;  reduc- 
tion of  weights,  measures,  and  so  forth ;  vulgar 
and  decimal  fractions,  and  ratios  and  proportions. 
Fourth.  Algebra,  to  include  the  solution  and  dis- 
cussion of  equations  of  the  second  degree.  Fifth, 
Geometry,  to  comprise  the  principal  theorems 
and  problems  of  plane  geometry  which  treat  of 
right  lines,  angles,  triangles,  polygons,  and  fhe 
circle.  That  the  President  may,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Annual 
Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Academic  Board  of  the 
Military  Academy,  make  such  changes  in  the 
qualifications  for  admission  provided  for  in  the 
preceding  section  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1866,  no 
person  shall  be  admitted  a  cadet  at  the  Military 
Academy,  nor  shall  any  cadet  receive  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  who  has  not  undergone  a 
medical  examination,  and  been  pronounced  physi 
cally  qualified  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier."  The 
bill  was  not  reported  back  from  the  Military 
Committee. 

No.  LXXV.  —  The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanhs  of  the  People  and  of  Congress  to 
Major- General  William  T  Sherman^  and  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  his  Command^  for 
their  gallc^nt  Conduct  in  their  brilliant  Move- 
ment  through  Georgia, 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865, 
Mr.  Cole,  of  California,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution tendering  the  thanks  of  €longress  to  Ma- 
jor-General  William  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
declared :  That  the  thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  be  tendered  to  Major-General  William 
T.  Sherman,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  their  ^llantry  and 
good  conduct  in  their  brilliant  expedition  through 
Georgia.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  th*  Military 
Committee,  reported  back  the  resolution  with  a 
substitute,  enlarging  its  scope  so  as  to  include 
the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  The 
substitute  provided:  "That  the  thanks  of  the 

Eeople  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
e  tendered  to  Major-General  William  T.  Sher- 
man, and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  their  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  triumphal  march  thence  through 
Georgia  to  Savannah,  terminating  in  the  capture 
and  occupation  of  that  city ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent cause  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  be  en- 
grossed and  forwarded  to  General  Sherman."  The 
substitute  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution 
as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  House  announcing  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  people 
and  of  Congress  to  Mi^or-General  Sherman,  his 
officers  and  men.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  resolution  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. Mr.  Trumbull  moved. its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs.    In  making 


the  motion,  he  said :   "  The  whole  country  ap- 
preciates— I  certainly  do — the  distinguished  senr- 
ices  of  Major-General  Sherman ;  but  I  think  we 
had  better  not  take  the  resolution  out  of  the 
ordinary  course."    Mr.  Johnson  declared  that, 
"  however  proper  it  might  have  been,  even  if 
there  were  a  uniform  rule,  to  make  the  reference 
suggested  by  the  Senator  f^om  Illinois,  yet,  as 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  -to 
take  the  resolution  up  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  at  once,  a  delay  now  in  acting  upon  it, 
(although  I  am  sure  such  is  not  the  motive  that 
governs  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  would  gov- 
ern any  other  member  of  the  Senate,)  would  be 
considered,  perhaps,  by  the  public  as  an  intima- 
tion or  an  indication  that  there  was,  on  the  part 
of  some  one  member  of  the  Senate,  an  unwilling- 
ness to  award  this  tribute  to' that  gallant  officer 
and  his  men."    Mr.  Foster  said :  **  The  thanks 
of  Congress  to  an  officer  for  gallant  service  I 
deem  to  be  an  honor  and  a  great  honor ;  but  it 
is  only  when  they  are  cordially  and  without 
hesitation  offered.     If  we  are  to  hesitate  and 
higgle  about  thanking  an  officer  or  an  army,  I 
think  we  had  better  do  nothing  about  it.    I 
hope  we  shall  act  upon  this  resolution  without  a 
reference."    "  When  General  Sherman,"  said  Mr. 
Clark,  **cut  loose  from  Atlanta,  and  marched 
upon  the  coast,  it  was  said  that  he  violated  all 
the  proprieties  and  rules  of  the  militarv  service. 
I  would  be  glad,  in  this  instance,  to  violate  the 
practice  of  the  Senate,  and  give  him  the  thanks 
of  Congress."    Mr.  Davis  said  the  vote  of  thanks 
would  have  more  moral  value  to  the  hero  it  was 
intended  to  honor  if  it  were  done  deliberately  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate.     The 
motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  tenth  of  January,  1866. 

No.  LXXVI.  —  The  Resolution  to  present  ths 
ThanJc^  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Alfred 
H.  Terry^  and  the  Offi,cers  and  Men  under  his 
Command. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
1866,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Connecticut,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  '  tendering  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-Gen6ral  Alfred  H.  Terry  for  the 
brilliant  victory  of   Fort  Fisher,   and    it   was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee.    On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  in  a  new 
draft     The  amendment  of  the  Committee  was 
to  strike  out  after  the  resolving  clause,  and  in- 
sert :  *'  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  un- 
surpassed gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  hj  them 
in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant 
and  decisive  victory  by  which  that  important 
work  had  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces, 
and  placed  in  the  possession  and  under    the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  for   their 
long  and  fiuthful  service  and  unwavering  devo* 
tion  to  the  cause  of  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  and  dangers. 
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^'And  he  U  further  resohed.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  com- 
manictte  this  resolution  to  Major-General  Terry, 
ind  through  him  to  the  ofiBcers  and  soldiers  un- 
der bis  command.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
ta  The  joint  resolution  passed^  and  the  title 
WIS  80  amended  as  to  read :  ^*  A  joint  resolution 
to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major*-Gen- 
enl  Alfred  H.  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  res- 
olation  was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Schenck  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  re- 
iierred,  with  an  amendment  inserting  the  word 
** brevet "  before  "major-general."     The  amend- 
meot  was  agreed  to;   the  joint  resolution  as 
amended  passed ;   the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  1865. 
Xo.  LXXVII.— 7%«  Joint  Resolution  to  present 
(ke  Thanhs  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Phi- 
lip H.  Sheridan,  and  the  Officers  and  Men  un- 
der his  Command, 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  January, 

1865,  Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
jwDt  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Major-General  Sheridan,  his  officers  and  men, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Oora- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-fifth, 
Mr.  Deming,  of  Connecticut,  reported  it  back 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 
The  substitute  declared :  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be  tendered  to  Major-General  Philip  H. 
Sheridan  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  the  gallantry,  military  skill,  and 
coarage  displayed  in  the  brilliant  series  of  vic- 
tories achieved  by  them  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  especially  for  their  services  at 
Cedar  Run,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October,  1864, 
*hich  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day  and 
averted  a  great  disaster ;  and  it  further  requested 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate the  resolution  to  Major-General  Sheridan, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
^  bis  command.  The  substitute  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  passed — ^yeas, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  nays,  two.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
y^  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  the 
j'Jint  resolution  without  amendment  By  unan- 
iooos  consent  it  was  considered  and  passed,  and 
'as  approved  by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of 
FebnM«7,^1865. 

*V  LXXVIIL— 7^  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
^  Officers  of  the  Army  ^and  for  other  purposes. 
In  ttie  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 

1866,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
""tteeon  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
««*e  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army.  The  first 
J«lion  provided  that  officers  of  the  army  should 
he  exempt  from  the  tax  on  their  pay.  The  second 
•*<^  provided  that  duringthe  rebellion,  the 
P*y  proper  of  staff  and  line-officers  of  the  army 
Wow  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  should  be ; 


Colonels  of  infantry  and  artillery,  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars ;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars ;  majors,  one  hundred 
and  five  dollars ;  captains,  ninety  dollars ;  first 
lieutenants,  seventy-seven  dollars ;  second  lieu- 
tenants, seventy  dollars;  colonels  of  all  other 
arms  of  the  service,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hundred  mnd 
forty  dollars ;  majors,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars ;  captains,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents ;  lieutenants,  eighty  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents.  The  third  section  provided : 
That  hereafter,  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier 
should  be  discharged  from  the  service,  except  by 
way  of  punishment  for  an  offence,  he  should^  be 
furnisheid  transportation  from  the  place  of  his 
discharge  to  his  then  actual  place  of  residence ; 
or,  in  case  transportation  could  not  be  furnished 
by  the  Government,  then  he  should  be  paid  the 
actual  cost  of  travelling  in  money.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  include  naval  officers.  Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  increase 
the  pay  of  soldiers  to  twenty  dollars  per  mon^h, 
and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  eighty-two;  nays, 
thirty-three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Famsworth,  of 
Illinois,  the  pay  of  assistant  surgeons  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No.  LXXIX.— 7^  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficien- 
cy of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  ef 
ficiency  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  array,  which 
was  passed  without  opposition.  On  the  second 
of  July,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New-York,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred,  reported  it  back  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
1866,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Milir 
tary  Affairs,  ta  whom  it  had  been  recommitted, 
reported  back  the  House  bill  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army  with- 
out amendment  It  provided :  That  the  medi- 
cal director  of  an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of 
two  or  more  army  corps,  and  the  medical  di- 
rector of  a  military  department  in  which  there 
were  United  States  general  hospitals  containing 
four  thousand  beds  or  upward,  should  have  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry ;  and  that  the  medical  director  c^f  an  army 
corps  in  the  field,  or  of  a  department  in  which 
there  were  United  States  general  hospitals  con- 
taining less  than  four  thousand  beds,  should 
have  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  cavalry.  This  increased  rank  and 
pay  should  only  continue  to  medical  officers 
while  discharging  such  special  duties;  and  the 
assignments  from  time  to  time  to  such  duty 
should  be  at  least  two  thirds  of  them  made  from 
among  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of 
volunteers.     Mr.   Hale  desired  to    know  what 
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would  be  "  the  increased  pay  of  these  officers, 
and  how  many  of  them  would  be  increased." 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the  medical  director  of 
an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of  two  or  more 
corps,  would  be  increased  from  a  major  to  a 
colonel,  and  so  with  a  medical  director  of  a  mil- 
itary department  where  there  were  United  States 
gen'eral  hospitals  containing  four  thousand  beds 
and  upward.  "Wherever  there  was  an  army  con- 
sisting of  more  than  one  corps,  the  medical  di- 
rector would  be  increased  in  rank.  Some  of  the 
directors  of  large  armies,  after  being  in  service 
for  a  long  while — three  years — were  simply  ma- 
jors, .with  the  same  rank  and  pay  with  which 
they  entered  the  service,  and  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  were  leaving  the  service. 
They  had  no  opportunity  for  promotion.  No 
service,  no  fidelity,  brought  them  an  increase  of 
pay  or  any  reward  whatever.  Many  of  them 
were  leaving  the  service  and  returning  home,  and 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  were 
getting  the  necessary  surgeons  for  the  army ;  and 
unless  some  action  was  taken,  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  would  leave  the  service.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  a  good  surgeon  to  render 
immense  service  to  the  country,  and  to  save  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  the 
army  and  in  the  large  departments  and  hospitals. 
Mr.  Hale  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered  on  its  passage — ^yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays, 
three.  So  the  bill  passed  and  ^as  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865. 

No.  LXXX.—Army  Register, 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connec- 
tion with  the  army  register  of  1866,  to  cause 
to  be  printed  and  published  a  full  roster  of  all 
general,  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of  volun- 
teers who  had  been  in  the  army  during  the  re- 
bellion.    It  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  joint  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs ;  and  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February  it  was  reported  back 
by  Mr.  Wilson  with  amendments.  The  first 
amendment  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  required,"  in  the  second  line,  to  and  including 
"  sixty-five,"  in  line  three,  so  that  it  would  read : 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  aqd 
required  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published 
a  full  roster  of  all  general,  field,  line,  and  staff*- 
officers  of  volunteers."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  The  second  amendment  was  after 
the  word  "  States,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert 
"  at  anv  time ;"  so  that  the  clause  would  read, 
"who  have  been  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  at  any  time."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  third  amendment  was  after  the  word 
"  rebellion,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert  the  words, 
"  including  all  informal  organiaations  which  have 
been  recognized  or  accepted  and  paid  by  the 
United  States."    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  in  tiie 
tenth  line,  the  word  "  fifty,"  and  insert  in  Uea 
of  it,  "  twenty-five,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read,  "an  edition  of  twenty-five  thousand  copies." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  fifth  amend- 
ment, was  after  the  word  "  binding,"  in  the  fif- 
teenth line,  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and  shtll 
not  in  any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  ana  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  passed.  The  House  concurred 
in  these  amendments,  except  the  last  one.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  receded  from 
its  fifth  amendment  So  the  joint  resolution 
was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  second  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXI.— 3^  Bill  for  the  letter  Organi- 
eation  of  the  Subrietence  Department 
In  the  House,  on  the  fift;eenth  of  December, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  subsistence  department, 
which  was  read  twice  and  recommitted.     On 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Schenck 
reported  back  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to.   The  bill  provided :  That  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  the  Secretary 
of  War  might  assign  to  each  geographical  mili- 
tary division,  to  each  separate  army  in  the  field 
consisting  of  more  than  one  army  corps,  to  each 
military  department,  and  to  each  principal  sub- 
sistence dep6t,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  an 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department  to  act  as 
chief  commissary,  and  also  an  officer  of  the  sub- 
sistence department  as  assistant  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  Greneral  of  Subsistence,  each  of 
whom,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of 
the  subsistence  department ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
might  assign,  for  purposes  of  inspection  or  other 
special  duty  in  the  subsistence  department,  com- 
missaries of  subsistence,  not  exceeding  six  in 
number,  each  of  whom,  while  so  assigned  and 
acting,  should  have  the  temporary  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  sub- 
sistence department ;  and  to  each  army  corps  an 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department,  to  be  chief 
commissary  of  the  corps,  with  the  like  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel ;  and,  in  like  manner,  might 
assign  to  each  division  of  two  or  more  brigades  a 
commissary,  who,  while  so  assigned  and  acting, 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
major  of  the  subsistence  department :  Protided^ 
That  when  any  one  of  said  officers  was  relieved 
from  such  duty,  his  increased  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments,  allowed  because  of  such  assignment, 
should  cease,  and  he  should  return  to  his  commis- 
sioned rank  in  the  subsistence  department:  And 
provided  further^  That  the  officers  authorized  to  be 
assigned  by  the  act  should  be  selected  from  the 
commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  oommis- 
sions  or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service  only. 

The  second  section  provided  that  the  Preffl- 
dent  might  appoint^  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  as  many  commissaries  of 
subsistence  of  volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
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dm,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  seirioe  might  re- 
quire. The  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed  with- 
oat  debate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twen^-second,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
rhom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  with 
amendmente  the  House  bill  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  subsistence  department  On  the 
twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Military  Committee.  The 
House  bill  excluded  all  army  officers  from  the 
promotions  provided  for  by  the  bill;  and  the 
Committee  reported  an  amendment,  giving  at 
least  two  thirds  in  each  grade  to  commissaries 
in  the  volunteer  service;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  ta  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the 
second  section  authorizing  the  appointment  of  as 
many  commissaries  as  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice might  require  was  stricken  out  The  bill 
as  amended  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck 
mored  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  commissary 
department  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  non-concurred  in. 
■Rie  Senate  on  the  third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, insisted  on  its  amendments.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  disagreement,  and  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  appointed  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  managers.  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported,  that  the  pro- 
viso should  read :  That  the  officers  authorized  by 
the  act  should  be  selected  for  each  grade  fVom 
the  commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  com- 
Mssions  or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  in 
^  regular  subsistence  department,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  each  of  said  classes  re- 
spectJTdy  in  service  at  the  date  of  its  passage. 
The  report  was  concurred  in.  The  House  adopt- 
ed the  report  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  and  the 
bin  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1866. 

Na  LXXXIL— 7%^  Bill  more    effectually  to 

pmide  for  the  National  Defence  hy  Ektah- 

iiAvng  a   Uniform  Militia  throughout    the 

United  Statc9. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  1866, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  establish  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
'^it^^ted  it  back.  It  consisted  of  ten  sections, 
*«»d  provided  : 

l5t  That  every  male  citizen,  or  person  who 
bad  declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  bo- 
^een  twenty-one  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
ttoald  be  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

2d.  That  the  following  should  be  enrolled  but 
exempted,  namelv :  The  Vice-President,  judicial 
^  executive  ofDcers,  members  of  Congress  and 


officers,  custom-house  officers  and  clerks,  in* 
specters  of  exports,  pilots,  mariners  in  service, 
officers  who  had  served  three  years  in  the  army, 
navy,  or  militia,  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  army 
or  navy,  artificers  or  workmen  in  the  armories, 
postmasters  and  assistants,  post-officers,  post- 
riders  and  stage-drivers  in  the  service  of  th/ 
United  States,  ferrymen  on  post-roads,  telegraph 
operators  on  duty,  Quakers  and  Shakers,  and  all 
persons  then  or  thereafter  exempted  from  militia 
duty  by  State  law. 

dd.  Idiots,  lunatics,  common  drunkards,  vaga- 
bonds, paupers  or  criminals  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  serve. 

4th.  Arranged  the  militia  into  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments,  battalions,  companies,  and  bat- 
teries, and  enumerates  the  rank  and  number  of 
officers  to  be  attached  thereto,  also  the  number 
of  privates. 

6th.  Established  a  militia  bureau  in  the  War 
Department  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  laws  per- 
taining to  the  militia. 

6th.  Designated  the  title  of  the  chief  officer  of 
such  bureau,  and  defines  his  duty. 

7th.  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  appoint 
clerks,  and  classify  and  pay  them. 

8th.  Assistant  adjutant-generals  were  to  be 
appointed  in  each  State,  and  codperate  with  chief 
of  bureau,  and  defines  their  duties. 

9th.  When  the  militia  was  called  out  or  ac- 
cepted by  the  President,  pay  and  pensions  were 
to  be  the  same  as  to  the  regular  army. 

10th.  Repeals  certain  acts  relative  to  militia 
then  in  operation. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  bill  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

No.  LXXXlll.—The  Joint  Resolution  to  en- 
courage the  Employment  ofBieabled  and  Die- 
charged  Soldiers, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
1865,  MV.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  preferring  the  appointment  to  all  inferior 
offices  of  persons  honorably  discharged  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  submitted  a  report  and 
joint  resolution  to  encourage  the  employment  of 
disabled  and*  discharged  soldiers.  The  report 
set  forth :  That  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
national  and  State  governments  to  give  the  pre- 
ference for  appointments  in  the  various  oivil 
offices  to  persons  who  had  been  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  who  had  suffered  perman- 
ent disability  while  in  the  service,  provided  they 
possessed  the  qualifications  necessary  to  prop- 
erly discharge  the  duties  of  such  offices.  The 
number  of  civil  offices,  however,  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  government,  though  large 
at  present,  bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  honorably  served 
their  country  in  the  field,  and  who  had  been  dis- 
abled by  wounds  or  disease  incurred  in  the  line 
of  duty.  The  great  mass  of  the  men  who  had 
served  the  country  in  the  army  and  navy  must, 
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of  necessity,  engage  again  in  the  yaried  avoca- 
tions of  civil  life.  While  it  was,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  the  national  government,  in  its  civil  ap- 
pointments, to  give  the  preference  to  men  who 
had  heen  maim^  hy  wounds,  or  broken  by  dis- 
^e,  it  was  the  sacred  duty  of  bankers,  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and 
business  men  in  all  the  various  avocations,  to 
give  the  preference  in  all  industrial  pursuits  to 
soldiers  who  had  been  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  of  their  country.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion declared  that  persons  honorably  discharged 
from  the  military  or  naval  service  by  reason  of 
disability  resulting  from  wounds  or  sickness  in- 
curred in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  preferred 
for  appointments  to  civil  offices,  provided  they 
should  be  found  to  possess  the  business  capacity 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  such  offices ;  that,  in  grateful  recognition  of 
the  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  of  persons 
honorably  discharged  from  the  military  and 
naval  service  by  reason  of  wounds,  disease,  or 
the  expiration  of  terms  of  enlistment,  it  was 
respectfully  recommended  to  bankers,  merchants, 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and  persons 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  to  give  them  the 
preference  for  appointments  to  remunerative  sit- 
uations and  employments. 

On  the  twenty- third  of  March,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  joint  resolution  was  taken  up, 
and  it  passed  without  division  in  both  Houses, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1866. 

No.  LXXXIV.— 7^  Bill  to  provide  for  a  (Thief 
0^  Staff  to  the  Lieutenant' General  Command' 
tng  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fiflh  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for 
a  chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment 
By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill,  which  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a 
chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  who 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  United  States  army.  It 
was  passed  without  debate  or  opposition.  On 
the  second  of  March,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  took  the  bill  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed  it  without  opposition.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1865. 

No.  LXXXV. — The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General 
George  H,  Thomas,  and  the  Army  under  his 
Command, 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
ution,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Miyor- 


General  George  H.  Thomas  and  the  army  unde 
his  command,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  twentietU^ 
Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  reported  it  back,  with  in 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Military  Committee 
was,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  insert :  **  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be 
tendered  to  Major-General  H.  Thomas,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for 
their  skill  and  dauntless  courage,  by  which  the 
rebel  army  under  General  H(K>d  was  signally 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see.'* The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  Thomas,  without 
amendment  On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Missouri,  called  up  the  resolution,  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee.  The  amendment 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  the 
twenty-first,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil* 
son,  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  amended,  by 
adding  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  tendered 
to  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee,  and  to  the  officers  and 
seamen  under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  gallant- 
ry, and  good  conduct  exhibited  by  them  in  co- 
operation with  the  land  forces  under  command 
of  Major-General  Thomas  in  the  great  and  de- 
cisive victories  in  Tennessee.  The  resolution  as 
amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  back  the 
joint  resolution,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
amendment  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Captain  Lee  be  not  concurred  in ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  receded 
from  its  amendment,  and  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVL— n«  Bill  for  the  Better  Organi- 
zation of  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  pay  department  of  the  army, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
WUson  reported  it  back  without  amendment  It 
provided  that  the  Paymaster-General  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral. That  there  should  be  added  to  the  pay 
department  two  assistant  paymaster -genenUSf 
who  should  be  eZ'Officio  inspector-generals  of 
the  department,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  colonels  of  infantry.  That  the  appoint- 
ments to  these  offices  should  be  made  by  selec- 
tion from  the  officers  of  the  pay  department 
including  the  additional  paymasters  and  the 
chief  derk,  and  who  should  have  had  at  least 
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two  years'  service.  That  the  ftssisttnt  and  dep- 
uty paymastor-geDerals  should  give  boods.  That 
{^heneTer  a  pay  district  should  be  established, 
for  the  charge  of  which  no  assistant  or  deputy 
paymaster-general  should  be  available  as  chief, 
the  Secretary  of  War  might  detail  any  paymaster 
or  additional  paymaster  to  do  the  duties  of  such 
chief;  and  during  the  continuance  of  such  de- 
tail, the  officer  so  detailed  should  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  deputy  paymaster- 
general.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  should 
have  authority  to  detail  officers  of  the  pay  de- 
partment for  duty  as  inspectors  of  such  depart- 
ment, not  exceeding  four  at  any  one  time. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr.  Sprague,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiilrs,  to  whom  the  bill 
bad  been  recommitted,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  on  his  motion,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it  Mr.  Sprague  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section,  so  that  two  thirds  of 
the  appointments  should  be  Arom  the  volunteer 
paymasters,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  Mr.  Sprague's  motion,  it  was  further  amend- 
ed, 80  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  con- 
tinue to  the  end  of  the  war  and  one  year  there- 
after. On  the  first  of  March,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded further  to  consider  the  bill,  and  after  de- 
bate it  was  passed  over  and  not  again  taken  up. 
It  was  twice  moved  by  Mr.  Sprague  as  an  amend- 
ment, but  failed. 

No.  LXXXVIL— 7^  Bill  to  incorporate  the 
National  Military  and  Naval  Asylum, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
natiomd,  military,  and  naval  asylum  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  totally  disabled  officers  and  men  of 
the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided :  That  Qeneral 
Grant,  Admiral  Farragut,  Vice-President  Ham- 
lin, Andrew  Johnson,  Vice-President  elect,  Chief- 
Justice  Chase,  Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  Mr.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
ninety-three  other  eminent  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  a  body  corporate  for  the  purposes 
of  the  act.  That  the  corporation  should  consist 
of  one  hundred  members,  and  have  power  to  fill 
all  vacancies  created  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules,  and  regu- 
lations. That  the  business  of  the  corporation 
should  be  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  direct- 
ors, a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  and  a  sec- 
retary. That  the  board  of  directors  should  have 
authority  to  procure  a  site  for  a  military  asylum 
for  officers  and  men  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  been  or  might  thereafter 
be  totally  disabled  by  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness contracted  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty 
during  the  rebellion.  That  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  this  asylum,  there  should 
be  appropriated  all  stoppages  or  fines  adjudged 
against  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
by  sentence  of  courts-martial  or  military  com- 
nuBsion,  all  forfeitures  on  account  of  desertion 
from  the  volunteer  service,  and  all  moneys  due 
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deoeMed  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
which  then  were  or  should  be  unclaimed  for  thre< 
years  after  the  death  of  such  officers,  soldiers,  oi 
seamen,  and  all  donations  of  money  or  property 
by  any  person  or  persons  for  the  benefit  of  thi 
asylum.  That  the  selection  of  the  site  for  the 
asylum,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
rules  for  the  general  and  internal  direction  of 
the  asylum  should  be  made  by  the  directors: 
but  no  selection  of  a  site  for  the  asylum,  or 
adoption  of  any  plan  of  buildings,  should  bt 
agreed  upon  until  after  the  sum  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars  should  have  been  first  subscribed  or 
donated,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  said  cor- 
poration. That  the  officers  of  the  asylum  should 
consist  of  a  governor,  a  deputy  governor,  a  sec- 
retary, and  a  treasurer;  and  such  officers  should 
be  appointed  from  the  pensioned  officers  of  the 
volunteer  force.  That  all  volunteer  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  seamen,  who  had  served  during  the 
rebellion,  who  had  been  totally  disabled  by 
wounds  received  or  sickness  contracted  in  the 
line  of  theu-  duty,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  asylum.  That  the  directors 
should  make  an  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  asylum  to  the  War  Department,  which 
should  be  communicated  to  Congress.  That  all 
inmates  of  the  asylum  should  be  made  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  governed 
thereby  as  if  they  were  in  the  army  or  navy. 

On  the  first  of  March,  in  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hale  amended,  so  that  Congress 
might  thereafter  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the  act; 
and  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, so  as  to  make  it  a  corporate  body  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  was  then  passed  as 
amended.  In  the  House,  on  the  second  of 
March,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker^s 
table  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVlU.'-The  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  heretofore  passed  to  provide  for  th^  En- 
rolling and  Calling  out  the  National  Forces, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Januarys 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  thir- 
tieth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute.  This  substitute  declared : 
That  any  person  enrolled  and  liable  to  be  draft- 
ed, might  be  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  a  draft- 
ed person.  That  no  person  owing  military  serv- 
ice should  be  exempted  from  liability  on  account 
of  furnishing  a  substitute  for  the  navy,  unless 
the  substitute  was  presented  in  person  to  the 
board  of  enrolment,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
board. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who  should  enlist  as  a  volunteer 
or  substitute  any  insane  person,  or  a  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  knowing  him  to  be 
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aacb,  <ir  who  sIimM  MhMid  or  depri^  mar  toI- 
nnteer  or  substitute  of  any  portion  of  the  State, 
localf  or  United  States  bounty,  should  be  fined 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  imprison- 
ed not  exce^ing  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  court-martial  or  military  commission. 

That  any  officer  who  should  muster  into  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
any  deserter  from  the  service,  or  insane  person, 
or  person  in  a  condition  of  intoxication,  knowing 
him  to^  be  such,  should  be  dishonorably  dismissed 
the  service. 

That  all  State  and  local  bounties  should  be 
paid  in  instalments,  one  third  at  the  time  of  mus- 
ter into  service,  one  third  at  the  expiration  of 
half  the  term  of  service,  and  one  third  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  service  of 
any  person  who  should  thereafter  enter  the  mili- 
ijaj  or  naval  servioe  as  a  volunteer  or  drafted 
man,  and  should  desert  therefrom,  should  be 
added  to  the  amount  of  service  due  from  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  volunteer  or  drafted  man 
should  have  been  credited. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  who  had 
deserted  the  military  or  naval  service,  who  should 
not  return  to  the  service  within  sixty  days,  should 
be  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and' 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citisens;  and  such  deserters 
should  be  for  ever  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  of 
exercising  any  of  the  rights  of  citizens ;  and  all 
person^  who  should  hereafter  desert  the  military 
or  naval  service  should  be  liable  to  these  penal- 
ties. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  and  required 
to  issue  his  proclamation  setting  forth  these  pro* 
visions. 

On  the  sixth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill,  the  pending  question  being  on  the  substitute 
leported  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi&irs.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  the  fifth 
Hection,  relative  to  State  and  local  bounties,  was 
stricken  out  Mr.  Willey,  of  West-Virginia, 
moved  to  add  a  section,  discharging  any  soldier 
l>elonging  to  any  regiment  or  organization  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service,  who  enlisted  under  a 
promise  given  by  the  recruiting  officer  or  by  the 
governor  or  adjutant^eneral  of  the  State ;  that 
the  enlistment  should  only  be  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  regiment  or  other  organization.  The 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Willey,  Mr. 
Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Qrimes,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Conness,  and  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  re- 
peal the  act  allowing  the  executives  of  States  to 
send  recruiting  agents  into  the  States  declared  in 
rebellion.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Sanlsbury,  Mr.  Buekalew,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Ten  Byck,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilsoa,  and  Mr.  Sumner ; 
and  agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  twelve. 


On  moikm  of  Mr.  OonntM,  the  bOl  was  aoMnded, 
so  that  any  racruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person  liable  to  punishment  Cm*  enlist 
ing  an  insane  or  drunken  person,  should  do  to 
**for  pay  or  profit"  Mr.  Cowan,  on  the  seventii, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  tfaa 
words,  **  court-miul4^1  or  military  commission,** 
and  inserting,  "courts  of  the  United  States, 
having  competent  jurisdiction,"  so  that  recruiting 
agents  and  substitute  brokers  should  be  tried  by 
the  civil  rather  than  the  military  tribunals.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty -nine ; 
nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
repeal  all  laws  allowing  substitutes  for  drifted 
persons ;  lost — ^yeas  seven  ;  nays,  thirty-one. 
Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  exempt  the  heads  of 
executive  departments,  judges,  and  members  of 
Congress — ^yeas,  nine ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr. 
Davis  moved  that  before  another  draft  there 
should  be  a  new  enrolment;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — ^yeas,  eleven ;  nays,  twenty-three.  The 
bill  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth  of  January, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
relating  to  enrolment  and  draft,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee.  On 
the  seventeenth  of  February,  the  bill  which  had 
been  reported  on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  amendments  pre- 
pared to  be  reported.  On  the  twenty-firstj  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill.  It  consisted 
of  fourteen  sections,  and  provided :  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  every  person  liable  to  be  enrolled 
to  report  himself  in  person  or  by  letter  to  the 
enrolling  board  of  his  district 

That  all  persons  mustered  into  the  military  or 
naval  service  should  be  credited  to  the  State,  and 
to  the  ward,  township,  precinct,  or  other  enrol- 
ment sub-district  where  such  persons  bdonged 
by  actual  residence. 

That,  in  computing  quotas,  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  several  districts  and  sub-districts  for 
all  men  furnished  from  them  during  the  reb^ 
lion,  for  any  period  of  service  of  not  leas  than 
three  months,  calculating  the  number  of  days  for 
which  such  service  was  fiimished,  and  reducing 
the  same  to  years. 

That  no  person  of  foreign  birth  who  had  re- 
sided in  the  United  States  for  three  years  pre- 
ceding his  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  whose  fitther  was  subject  to  enrol- 
ment, should  be  exempted  from  enrolment  on 
account  of  being  an  alien. 

That  in  every  case  of  actual  desertion  by  a 
substitute,  if  such  person  so  deserting  should 
have  been,  since  the  passage  of  this  act,  mustered 
into  the  servioe  as  a  substitute  for  a  person  liable 
to  draft,  the  name  of  such  person  so  liable  to 
draft  should  be  again  placed  upon  the  list^  and 
he  should  be  liiU>le  to  be  drafted  for  the  anexfHred 
term  of  sorioe  of  such  substitute  so  deserting. 

That  provo8t4MMfaal8  should  be  aUowed  the 
same  oomnutatioB  for  fiiel  and  quarters  as  was 
allowed  to  other  ofllcera,  ranking  as  captains  ci 
cavalry;  but  the  provoat-mamhal  surgeon    and 
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commissioner,  const! ta ting  the  enrolling  board, 
should  not  be  allowed  mileage,  but  only  trans- 
portation in  kind. 

That  there  should  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent an  assistant  provost-marshal  general  for 
each  State,  who  should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry. 

That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
engage  in  the  business  of  procuring  recruits  or 
substitutes  as  an  agent,  substitute  broker,  or 
otherwise,  for  money  or  profit,  without  having 
first  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  author- 
ity in  writing. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who,  for  pay  or  profit,  should 
enlist,  or  caused  to  be  enlisted,  as  a  volunteer  or 
substitute,  an^  insane  person,  or  convict,  or  per- 
son under  indictment  for  a  felony,  or  person  m  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter,  should, 
upon  conviction  by  any  court-martial,  be  dis* 
honorably  dismissed  the  service. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  wh»  had 
deserted,  who  should  not  return  to  service  within 
sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  should 
be  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citizens. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  on  the  twenty- 
third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
and  twenty-seventh,  modified  and  amended  in 
several  particulars,  and  passed— -yeas,  eighty- 
three;  nays,  forty-six.  On  the  twenty-eighth, 
it  was  read  twice  in  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  first 
of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

Iq  the  House,  on  the  eighteentii  of  February, 
Mr.  Scbenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs^ reported  a  joint  resolution  declaring  and 
defining  the  law  in  relation  to  officers*  servants. 

The  joint  resolution  declared  the  meaning  of 
all  provisions  of  law  relating  to  soldiers  employed 
by  officers  as  servants  to  be:  That,  for  every  sol- 
dier thus  employed  by  any  officer,  there  should 
be  deducted  from  the  monthly  pay  of  such  offi- 
cer the  full  monthly  pay  and  dlowances  of  the 
soldier  so  employed ;  that  no  officer  should  be 
allowed  any  greater  number  of  servants  than 
provided  by  law,  nor  be  allowed  for  any  servant 
not  actually  in  his  employment ;  that  the  mea- 
sure of  allowance  for  pay  to  officers*  servants 
was  the  pay  of  a jprivate  soldier,  and  that  no  non- 
coiDmissioned  officer  should  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  act  as  a  servant;  nor  should  any  pri- 
vate soldier  be  so  detailed  or  employed,  except 
vith  his  own  consent  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  re- 
BolutioD  was  refeired  to  the  Military  Committee, 
&Qd  oa  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Wilson  rq>orted  it 
back  withoul  amendment 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  oonsider  the  joint  resoluCfon.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  Strike  out  all  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  insert : 


That  the  measure  of  allowanee  for  pay  for  an 
officer's  servant  is  the  pay  of  a  private  soldier,  as 
fixed  by  law  at  the  time ;  that  no  non-commis- 
sioned officer  shall  be  detailed  or  employed  to  act 
as  a  servant,  nor  shall  any  private  soldier  be  so 
detailed  or  employed  except  with  his  own  con- 
sent; that  for  each  soldier  employed  as  a  servant 
by  any  officer,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer  the  full  monthly  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  soldier  so  employed ;  and 
that,  including  any  soldier  or  soldiers  so  em- 
ployed, no  officer  shall  be  allowed  for  any  greater 
number  of  servants  than  is  now  provided  by  law, 
nor  be  allowed  for  any  servant  not  actually  and 
in  fact  in  his  employ.     That  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  volunteer  service  shall 
receive  the  same  amount  of  clothing  as  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  same  arm  of 
the  regular  army.     That  if  &  soldier,  dischaivcMl 
for  wounds  received  in  battle,  die  before  receiving 
the  bounty,  provided  by  the  act  of  March  third, 
1868,  the  bounty  due  shall  be  paid  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  and  in  the  order  following,  and  to  no 
other  person,  to  wit :  first,  to  the  widow  of  such 
deceased  soldier,  if  there  be  one ;  second,  if  there 
be  no  widow,  then  to  the  children  of  such  de- 
ceased soldier,  share  and  share  alike ;  third,  if 
sdch  soldier  left  neither  a  widow,  nor  child  nor 
children,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  bounty 
shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
firbt,  to  his  fiither :  or,  if  he  shall  not  be  living, 
or  has  abandoned  the  support  of  his  family,  then 
to  the  mother  of  such  soldier,  and  if  there  be 
neither  father  nor  mother,  then  such  bounty  shall 
be  paid  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased 
soldier.   That  every  non-commissioned  officer,  pri- 
vate, or  other  person,  who  has  been,  or  shall  here- 
after be,  discharged  from  the  army  by  reason  of 
wounds  received  in  battle,  on  skirmish,  on  picket 
or  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of  duty,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  if  he  had 
served  out  his  full  term.  That  all  persons  of  color, 
who  were  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  in  South-Carolina,  by 
and  under  the  direction  of  M^or-GenenU  Hunter 
and  Brigadier-General  Sazton,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Au- 
gust twenty-fifth,  1862,  '*  that  the  persons  so  re- 
ceiTed  into  service,  and  their  officers,  to  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  al- 
lowed by  law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service;'* 
and  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Seeretary  of  War  that 
any  regiment  of  colored  troops  has  bean  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  StateSi  under  any 
assurance  by  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates ai  such  regiment  should  be  paid  the  same 
as  other  troops  of  the  same  arm  of  the  aervioa, 
shall,  firom  the  date  of  their  enlistment,  receive 
the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  allowed  by 
law  to  other  volunteers  io  the  military  servioe ; 
and  the  Semtarf  of  War  shall  make  all  neoea- 
sary  regulations  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  in 
accordance  therewith. 
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That  tbe  Premdent  is  authorised  to  enlist  or 
organize  out  of  troops  already  in  the  serrice,  six 
regiments  of  volunteer  engineers. 
'  That  the  President  is  authorized  to  enlist  two 
additional  companies,  to  be  added  to  the  regi- 
ment of  volunteer  engineers,  raised  under  rae 
provisions  of  an  act  approved  May  twentieth,  1864; 
and  the  regiment  shall  be  considered  one  of  the 
regiments  authorized  in  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act 

That,  whenever  a  regiment  in  the  regular  army 
is  reduced  below  the  minimum  number,  no  officer 
shall  be  appointed  in  such  r^ment  beyond  those 
necessary  for  the  command  of  such  reduced  num- 
ber. 

That  '*  actinff  assistant  surgeons  "  and  "  con- 
tract surgeons,"  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  lia- 
bility to  be  drafl^.  And  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  re- 
solution was  amended  by  adding  as  a  new  sec- 
tion :  That  officers  by  brevet  in  the  regular  army 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
brevet  officers  of  the  same  grade  or  rank  in  the 
volunteer  service,  and  no  more.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  an  amendment  in 
seven  sections,  to  reorganize  the  pay  department 
of  the  army ;  but  it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  ted ; 
nays,  nineteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kan- 
sas, the  resolution  was  amended  so  that,  when- 
ever the  head  of  any  bureau  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment accepted  any  position  of  a  higher  rank  than 
that  provided  for  by  law,  then  he  should  be  deemed 
as  having  vacated  his  position,  and  should  be 
subject  to  detail  for  field  and  other  dutv.  It  was 
furdier  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  ^uckalew, 
by  adding:  "That  where  any  revised  enrolment 
in  any  congressional  or  draft  district  has  been  ob- 
tained or  made  prior  to  any  actual  drawing  of 
names  from  the  enrolment  districts,  the  quota  of 
such  district  may  be  adjusted  and  apportioned  to 
such  revised  enrolment,  instead  of  being  applied 
to,  or  based  upon  the  enrolment,  as  it  may  have 
**  stood  before  revision."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  resolution  was  amended  by  adding,  as  a  new 
section:  That  no  person  owing  military  service 
should  be  exempted  from  liability  to  perform  the 
same  on  account  of  fiimishing  a  substitute  for 
the  navy,  unless  the  substitute  was  presented  in 
person  to  the  board  of  enrolment  by  which  the 
principal  was  enrolled.  The  joint  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  then  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment ;  and  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  and  the  amendments. 
Mr.  Schenck  explained  the  proposed  amendments. 
The  Senate  amendments  provided  that  brevetted 
officers  of  the  regular  army  should  be  placed  on  I 
the  same  footing  as  brevetted  officers  of  the  vol- 1 
unteeers  that  were  not  allowed  increased  pay  on ' 
account  of  brevet  rank.     The  Military  Commit- ; 
tee  of  the  House  proposed  so  lo  amend  it  as  to ' 
allow  increased  pay  for  brevet  rank  for  regular  i 
and  volunteer  officers.     The  Military  Committee  I 


r^orted  in  favor  of  anthonztng  the  War  0epirt- 
ment  to  transfer  officers  from  one  branch  of  ^ 
service  to  another,  and  the  Committee  also  rq)ort- 
ed  in  favor  of  repealing  the  seventeenth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  dismiss  officers  with? 
out  the  sentence  of  court-martials.  The  Commit- 
tee reported  in  favor  of  amending  the  Senate 
amendments  by  adding  several  sections  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House  amendatory  of  the  en- 
rolment acts.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Famsworth,  the 
twelfth  section  of  the  Senate  amendment,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  which  would  bare 
required  the  removal  of  General  Meigs  from  the 
quartermaster's  department,  was  stricken  oat 
Mr.  Holman  moved  an  amendment  to  muster  oat 
soldiers  with  thdr  regiments  or  batteries  who 
were  enlisted  in  1862  and  1863,  with  assurances 
that  they  were  onlv  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
their  regiments  or  batteries  ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to— yeas,  ninety-one :  nays,  thirty- 
one.  Several  amendments  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  amendment 
as  amended  was  adopted.  The  Senate  non-con- 
curred in  the  House  amendments,  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.Buckalew  managers.  The 
House  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  appointed 
as  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  Mr.  Gar- 
field, of  Ohio,  Mr.  Odell,  of  New-York,  and  Mr. 
Scofield,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  a  report  from 
the  conference  committee.  He  stated  that  *Uhe 
House  passed,  a  few  days  ago,  a  joint  resolution 
defining  the  pay  of  officers*  servants.  That  joint 
resolution  went  to  the  Senate,  and  in  its  place  a 
bill  of  thirteen  sections  was  substituted.  Tbe 
House  took  that  bill  of  thirteen  sections,  adopted 
the  first  eight,  cut  off  the  remaining  five,  and 
added  twenty-three  sections  of  its  own.  There 
were  thirty  points  of  difference  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  House  receded  from  six ;  ttie  Sen- 
ate receded  from  twenty-two ;  and  in  place  of  the 
two  others,  substitutes  were  agreed  on  by  the 
committee.  I  will  only  mention  the  points  on 
which  the  House  receded,  and  the  two  modified 
sections,  as  being  of  interest  to  us. 

'*  First,  in  reference  to  bounties.  The  House 
section  was  modified  so  that  bounties  should  be 
paid  to  the  heirs  of  soldiers  who  were  killed  in 
battle,  though  they  had  not  served  two  years ; 
and  such  bounties  should  only  go  to  their  widow, 
or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  their  children,  but  shall 
not  go  to  the  legal  heirs  generally.  The  Senate 
refused  to  agree  with  the  House  amendment  re- 
pealing section  seventeen  of  the  act  of  July  sev- 
enteenth, 1862,  authorizing  the  President  sum- 
marily to  dismiss  officers  from  the  army,  navy, 
or  marine  corps.  But  the  managers  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  proposed  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  repealing  section,  by  which  the 
power  of  dismissal  is  limited  and  regulated.  The 
President  may  still  dismiss  an  officer ;  but  he  is 
required,  on  application,  setting  forth  under  oath 
that  the  dismissal  was  unjust,  to  order  a  trial  of 
the  officer  by  court-martial  on  the  charges  on 
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which  he  wss  dismiflsed.  If  rach  trial  is  not  had 
within  six  months  after  the  application  was  made, 
the  dismissal  18  made  void.  The  section  of  the 
House  amendment  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
officers  from  one  corps  to  another,  from  one  arm 
of  the  service  to  another,  and  from  the  volunteer 
service  to  the  regular  service,  the  Hoase  recede 
from. 

"  The  section  in  regard  to  declaring  foreigners 
liable  to  draft  the  House  recede  from,  it  being  of 
doubtful  constitutionality. 

**  The  section  in  regard  to  increasing  the  pay  of 
provost-marshals  and  enrolling  officers  the  House 
recede  from. 

*'  The  section  in  regard  to  substitute  brokers 
being  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
House  recede  from,  believing  that  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  the  country  is  sufficiently  pro- 
tected from  the  evils  of  the  substitute' broker  sys- 
tem. 

**  The  last  section  of  the  bill,  in  r^ard  to  mus- 
tering out  enlisted  men  who  went  into  the  serv- 
ice to  fill  up  old  regiments,  we  receded  from,  not, 
however,  until  we  were  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
could  not  be  induced  to  recede  firem  their  posi- 
tion, although  adhering  might  involve  the  failure 
of  the  whole  bill.  The  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  said  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  in- 
formed them  that  if  this  provision  were  adopted, 
it  would  take  forty-five  thousand  men  immedi- 
ately from  the  field,  and  thus  very  much  im- 
pair the  efficiency  of  the  army  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  campaign.  In  view  of  all  the  circumBtances, 
the  Committee  recommend  that  the  House  recede 
from  that  amendment^'  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  acceptance 
of  the  report,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas,  seventy-one;  nays,  fifty- 
seven  ;  so  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference,  made  a  report,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The  title 
of  the  joint  resolution  was  changed  so  as  to  read, 
^' An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  heretofore 
passed  to  provide  fbr  the  enrolling  and  calline 
out  of  the  national  forces  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXIX,^The  BiU  making  Appropria- 
tiontfor  the  Support  of  the  Army  far  the  year 
^ingJktne  thirtieih,  ISQQ^and/or  other  pur- 
posts. 

In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending 
June  thirtieth^  1866.  On  the  seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  was  taken 
%  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  a  proviso :  That  no  money  appropriated 
by  the  act  should  be  paid  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
u>g  any  raOway  company  for  the  transportation 
of  properly  or  troops  of  Uie  United  States  where 
Buch  company  might  have  accepted  a  grant  of 
lands  from  Congress  upon  condition  of  furnishing 


said  transportation  free  of  toll  or  other  charge, 
except  in  such  cases  as  had  been  modified  by  act 
of  Congress.  After  debate,  the  amendment  was 
agr^d  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  the 
Souse. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Finance,  and  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  proviso  forbidding  the 
payment  of  any  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  bill  for  the  transportation  of  troops  over  the 
land  grant  railroads.     The  Senate,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so 
as  to  leave  the  subject  to  future  adjdstment  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  railroads.     After 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Cowan, 
Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Grimes  participated,  the 
proviso  and  amendtaient  were  informally  passed 
over.     Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  from  an4  after  the 
first  day  of  March,  1866,  aod  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  the  commutation  price  of 
officers'  subsistence  should  be  fifty  cents  per  ra- 
tion ;  but  the  increase  should  not  apply  to  the 
commutation  price  of  the  rations  of  any  offi- 
cer above  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general,  or 
of  any  officer  entitled  to  commutation  for  fuel  or 
quarters;   and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
new  section :  That  thereafter,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  there  should  be  no  deduc- 
tions made  from,  or  income  tax  levied  upon,  the 
salary  of  any  officer  in  the  military  or  i^aval  serv- 
vice ;  and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
therewith  were  thereby  repealed.     Mr.  Sherman 
opposed  the  amendment,  stating  that  it  would  be 
pertinent  to  the  income  tax  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
at  the  suggestion  of  several  senators,  withdrew 
it     Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
providing  that  all  officers  of  volunteers  below  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  who  should  continue 
in  the  military  service  to  the  olose  of  the  war, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive,  upon  being  mustered 
out  of  said  service,  three  months'  pay  proper. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  **now 
in  commission'*  after  the  word  **  volunteers ;"  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to.     Ilie  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted — ^yeas,  twenty-four ;  nays, 
not  counted.    Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new 
section.  That  commissioned  officers  of  the  army, 
serving  in  the  field,  should  thereafter  be  permitted 
to  purchase  rations  for  their  own  use,  on  credit, 
from  any  commissary  of  subsisteoee,  at  coat  prices^ 
and  the  amount  due  for  rations  so  purchased 
should  be  reported  monthly  to  the  Paymaster- 
General,  to  be  deducted  from  the  payment  next 
following  such  purchase ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  **  That  the  President  may 
appoint,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  cadets  here- 
tofore authorised  by  law,  from  among  the  orphan 
children  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  killed  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  or 
may  die  of  disease  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty 
during  the  present  rebellion,  two  cadets  for  each 
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Stftte  reppamatad  in  G<»greiw,  who  slull  bAactaJ 
residents  of  the  State  for  which  thej  may  be  ap- 
pointed ;  and  fifty  cadets,  to  be  appointed  from 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  regular 
and  volunteer,  who  shall  have  served  for  a^period 
of  not  less  than  nine  months."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Shermaa  and  Mr.  Howard, 
and  r^ected. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  sectioa 
providing :  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  anther- 
ized  and  directed  to  cause  tobacco  to  be  furnished 
to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  army  at  cost  prices,  ex- 
clusive of  the  cost  of  transportation,  in  such  quan- 
tities as  they  may  require,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  per  montii,  and  Ae  amount  due  therefor 
should  be  deducted  from  their  pay  in  Uie  same 
manner  as  provided  for  the  settlement  of  clothing 
accounts;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  six  new  sec- 
tions organising  the  pay  department  <^  the  army; 
but  it  was  rmcted.  The  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  rorbidding  the  payment  of  any  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  land  grant  railroads  was 
asain  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being  on 
l£r.  Oowan's  amendment  to  it  After  further  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cowan's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  lost— -yeas,  nine ;  nays,  twenty- 
seven.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  it  was  agreed  to— ^eas,  thirty ; 
nays,  five.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  bill 
was  fhrther  amended — yeas^fifteen ;  nays,  twelve — 
by  adding  as  a  new  section  :•  **  That  all  laws  and 
parts  of  laws,  or  regulations  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, whidi  give  additional  pay  or  rank  to  offi- 
cers of  the  regular  army  over  officers  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  same  rank,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed.'* The  bill  as  amended  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  the  Senate  amendments,  excepting  the 
amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  tobacco  to  the  soldiers,  were  non-concur- 
red in. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  insist- 
ed upon  its  amendments,  asked  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Ck>wan,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Cajnsle  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  committee  of  oonferenoe,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Stev- 
ens, of  Peimsylvank,  and  Mr.  James  0.  Allen,  of 
Illinois,  managers.  Mr.  Wilson  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Washbume, 
of  Blinoia,  was  appointed. 

On  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Oowan,  fh>m  the 
oonnaittee  of  oonferenoe,  r«[>orted  that  the  com- 
mittee had  reeoaMnended  tnatithe  Senate  recede 
from  theor  foorth  amendment  That  the  House 
of  Representatives  recede  from  their  ctisagreement 
to  the  seoaod  and  third  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  sixth 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
That  the  Hovise  recede  fhrai  thefr  disagreement 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  SenatcL  and  agria 
to  the  same  with  amendments,  as  follows :  In 


line  three  of  said  amendment  to  strike  oat  the 
words  **  any  railroad,*^  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words,  "  the  Illin<HS  Central  Railroad  ;'*  and 
to  strike  out  all  of  said  amendment  after  the  word 
**  States"  in  line  five ;  and  that  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same  as  so  modified.  Mr.  Trumbull  op- 
posed the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and  after  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken,  and  it  was  non-concur- 
red in-^yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-nlna  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  further  in- 
sisted on  its  amendments,  asked  a  further  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Far- 
well,  and  Mr.  Powell  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Hol- 
man,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  New-York, 
managers. 

X>n  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  made  a  rep<^  to  the 
House  recommending  the  same  action  as  the  for- 
mer committee  of  conference,excepting  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  land  grant  railroads,  on  which 
the  committee  would  not  agree.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine 
to  sixty-one,  agreed  to  the  Senate  amendment 
striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to  railroads,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  no  money  appro- 
priated by  the  act  should  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 
for  the  transportation  of  the  property  or  troops 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  voted  to  agree 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses.  In  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull  made  a  report,  which  was 
concurred  in.  Mr.  Trumbull  then  moved  that 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  House  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment  striking  out  the  section 
relative  to  the  land  grant  railroads,  and  ask  a 
further  conference.  The  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Howe,  and  Mr.  Willey  were 
appointed  managers.  The  House  agreed  to  a 
further  conference,  and  the  Speaker  appointed 
Mri  Thayer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Keman,  of  New- York,  managers. 

Mr.  Thayer  reported  to  the  House  that  the 
committee  of  conference  could  not  agree,  and  he 
moved  that  the  House  agree  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to 
land  grant  railroads,  with  an  amendment  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  acyudication. 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  UMnred  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  Uie  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to^yeas,  sixty- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-seven.  So  the  bill  passed,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  oa  the  third  of 
March,  1865. 

No.   XC— rAtf  Joint  Seaolution  to  eMowrage 
EnlUtmenU  l>y  making  Free  the  Wwe$  and 
Children  of  Colored  Atdien, 
On  the  tiiirteenih  of  December,  1864  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a  joint  resolution  to  encourage  enlistments,  and 
promote  ttie  effldenoy  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces,  by  making  free  the  wives  and  children  of 
persons  who  had  been  in,  or  might  be  mustered 
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nto,  the  senrioe  a[  the  Unitocl  States.  The  reso- 
atioQ  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Milttai^ 
Affairs  and  was,  on  the  fourteenth,  reported  ba« 
to  the  Senate,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
[)roceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution, 
tfr.  Davis,  of  Kentuckj,  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of 
Sf  innesota,  hoped  it  would  not  he  referred ;  "  the 
resolution  ou^^t  to  be  passed  immediatdy**'  Mr. 
Wilson  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  r^er- 
red  to  any  oommitleei  **  The  needs  of  the  ooun- 
try/*  he  said,  -*'  more  than  justice  or  humanity, 
have  weaponed  the  hand  of  the  slare.  Let  us 
hasten  the  enactment  of  this  beneficent  measure, 
inspired  by  patriotism  and  hallowed  by  justice 
uid  humanity;  so  that,  ere  merry  Chnstmas 
shall  come,  the  intelligence  shall  be  flashed  over 
the  land,  to  cheer  the  hearte  of  the  nation's  de- 
fenders, and  arouse  the  manhood  of  the  bondman, 
that  on  the  forehead  of  the  soldier's  wife  and  the 
soldier's  child  no  man  can  write  slave."  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, of  Indiana,  was  "  not  able  to  see  how,  un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress can  free  the  servant  who  is  held  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  a  Stote."  Mr.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky thought  the  resolution  was  '*  palpably  un- 
constitutioi^." 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Davis  declared 
that  ^^  the  great  and  principal  effect  of  this  reso- 
lution would  be  in  Kentucky,  and  upon  her  peo- 
ple." 

The  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865,  re- 
sumed the  consideration,  the  pending  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  refer  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committea      Mr.  Wilson  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.    Mr. 
Boolittle  "  would  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee."    Mr.  Saulsbury  would  '^main- 
tfun  the  doctrine  that  not  only  have  you  not  the 
power  to  decree  the  freedom  of  wives  and  child- 
ren of  negroes  who  volunteer  in  your  army,  if 
they  are  from  Stotes  where  slavery  is  recognized, 
but  you  cannot  give  permanent  freedom  to  the 
n^o  volunteer  if  he  he  a  slave."      ''  All  must 
confess,*'  said  Mr.   Sumner,  of  Massachusetts, 
"the  humanity  of  the  proposition  to  enfranchise 
the  families  of  colored  persons  who  have  borne 
u^8  for  their  country.     There  is  no  argument, 
whether  of  reason  or  of  humanity,  for  the  enfran- 
chisement of  the  soldier  which  does  not  plead 
equally  for  that  of  his  family.     Nay,  more:  I 
blow  not  how  we  can  expect  a  blessing  on  our 
vms  while  we  fiul  to  perform  this  duty."    The 
question  wis  then  token  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
uid  it  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen ;  nays,  nineteen. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury 
^e  an  elaborate  speech  sgainst  its  passage. 
Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  £e  resolution  so  as 
to  make  its  operation  prospective.  Mr.  Clarlc,  of 
New-Hampshire,  hoped  1^.  Davis's  amendment 
^*  would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  shall  not 
<^Qiy  set  tree  the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers 
who  may  hereafter  be  enlisted,  but  the  wives 
tod  children  of  those  who  have  already  gone  into 


the  senrioe  of  the  countij."  *^This  is  the  first 
time,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  ^'  I  have  ever  ventured  to 
utter  a  voice  in  the  name  of  humanity  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  in  the  name  of  humanity— humanity  to 
a  degrftded  and  helpless  race  of  beings  who  are 
unable  to  support  themsehes — I  protest  that 
the^  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the  suppert  whidi 
their  masters  and  owners  are  (K>und  by  the  laws  to 
afford  to  them,  and  that  the^'  shall  not  be  thrown 
helpless  upon  the  world,  without  any  moans  of 
supporting  themselves."  '*I  have  noticed,"  said 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas,  "that  men  who  are  argu- 
ing in  the  interest  of  slavery  always  resist  eman- 
cipation until  the  very  last  moment ;  and  then, 
when  the  moment  oomes,  they  say  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  owners  of  this  property  to  get 
rid  of  it ;  that  it  cannot  teke  care  of  itself  and 
humanity  comes  in  and  pleads  that  some  appro- 
priation may  be  made  to  support  this  class  or  in- 
dividuals, who  are  so  helpless,  and  so  inefficient^ 
and  so  worthless.  These  people  have  a  wonder- 
ful facility  for  Uking  cere  of  themselvesi  and 
adapting  themselves  to  any  conditioa" 

Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  followed  m  an  earnest  and 
effective  speech  in  favor  of  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  measure.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  because  he  was 
fully  under  the  impression  that  Congress  had  no 
authority  to  pass  it  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  Mr. 
Davis,  when  he  dedared  that  we  should  turn 
poor  wives  and  children  out  on  the  world  with- 
out support,  **  forgets  that  we  clothe  and  feed 
the  husband  and  father,  and  pay  him  sixteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  with  that  pay  he  can  sup- 
port his  wife  and  his  children.  Make  them  free, 
and  not  only  will  his  wages  go  to  their  support, 
but  the  labor  of  their  own  hands  will  go  to  their 
support"  The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Davis 
was  then  ngected,  without  a  count  Mr.  Powell 
then  moved :  "  That  no  slave  shall  be  emanci- 
pated by  virtue  of  this  resolution,  until  the  own- 
er of  the  slave  or  slaves  so  emancipated  shall  be 
paid  a  just  compensation."  Mr.  Powell  then  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  . 
and  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  anv  form.  He  closed  his  speech  by  de- 
manding the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— ^yeas,  seven  ;  nays,  thirty.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  that  ite  proviswns  "  shall  not  ftpply  to  or 
be  operative  in  any  Stete  that  has  not  assumed 
to  secede  from  'the  Union ;"  but  this  amendment 
was  rejected.  The  question  oa  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken — ^yeas,  twenty- 
seven  ;  nays,  ton ;  so  the  joint  resolution  to 
make  free  the  wi^es  and  children  of  colored  sol- 
diers received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Oomnittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  reported  it  without  amendment 
"  Does  the  gentleman  believe,"  in^tred  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  **  that  Congress  has  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  such  a  law  ?"     "  I  have 
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always  believed/'  replied  Mr.  WilBon,  "  tiiat  ^e 
CongresB  of  the  United  Sta^,  in  time  of  war, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  make  our  population 
most  effective  for  the  purposes  of  war,  has  the 
power ;  and  has  the  power  to  liberate  slaves  by 
congressional  enactment."  Mr.  Harris,  of  Mary- 
land, waff  fully  convinced  that  this  measure  was 
presented  and  pressed,  not  to  get  soldiers ;  but 
"  it  is  for  the  purpose,  and  that  only,  of  interfer- 
ing with  and  abolishing  the  institution  caUed 
slavery."  Mr.  Wilson  would  tell  the  gentleman 
the  purpose  of  this  act.  "  To-day,  in  the  fore- 
front of  your  army,  are  thousands  of  colored  men 
risking  everything  for  the  salvation  of  this  re- 

Sublic.  And,  sir,  this  republic  cannot  afford  to 
isgrace  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world 
by  sending  these  men  out  to  fight  its  battles, 
and  chaining  at  home  their  wives  and  children 
in  that  bondage  which  is  worse  than  death.  It 
would  be  a  dis^ce  never  to  be  wiped  from  the 
face  of  this  nation  if  we  should  permit  this  wrong 
to  continue."  Mr:  Harris  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  —  yeas,  sixty-six  7  nays, 
seventy-seven.  The  question  was  taken,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  —  yeas,  seventy- 
four  ;  nays,  sixty-three.  So  the  joint  resolution 
making  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers  passed,  and  received,  on  the  third  of 
March,  1865,  the  approval  of  the  President 

Some  months  afterward,  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  department  of  Kentucky,  said  in  a 
public  report,  that  seventy  thousand  women  and 
children  nad  been  made  free  by  the  passage  of 
this  resolution. 

No.  XCL^-Military  Coi^rmoUions  in  the  Senate, 

During  the  rebellion,  the  Thirty-seventh  and 
Thirty-eighth  Congresses  acted  upon  ten  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  military  nominations, 
ranging  from  second  lieutenants  up  to  Lieutenant- 
Qeneral  Grant.  These  nominations  imposed  upon 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  vast  labors,  and 
required  much  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Doc.  2. 

BATTLE  OF  FBBDBllICKSBURG. 

BSFOBT  OF  LIBUT.-OfiNERAL  LONGSTBEET. 

Headquakters  First  Army  Corps,  A,  N.  V., ) 
NeMI  FREOSmCRSBUBO,  Va.,  Dec.  20, 1802.     I 

Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Chilkmt  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspeetor-Otneral : 
Gbnebal:  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fredericks- 
burg, on  the  nineteenth  of  November,  the  troops 
of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  McLaws's  division  upon  the  heights 
immediately  behind  the  citv  and  south  of  the 
Telegraph  road ;  Anderson's  division  on  McLaws's 
left,  and  occupying  the  heights  as  far  as  Taylor's 
hill  on  the  Rappahannock ;  Pickett's  division  on 
McLaws's  right,  and  extending  to  the  rear  along 
the  margin  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Deep  Run 
valley;  Hood'fl  division  near  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing of  the  railroad ;  Ransom's  division  in  reserve, 
near  my  headquarters.    Our  batteries  were  as- 


signed positions  along  the  heights  by   General 
Pendleton,  Gotonel  Cabell,  Colonel  Alexander,  and 
Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton  being  absent 
sick.)    Pits  were  inade  for  the  protection  of  these 
batteries  under  the  supervision  of  tiiose  offieers. 
A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  reserve  artil- 
lery was  assigned  to  the  heights  with    Major- 
General  McLaws's  division.    Colonel   lfValton*s 
(Washington  Artfllery)  occupied  the  hesjarhts  at 
Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Alexan- 
der's reserve  occnpiea  the  other  portion  of  An- 
derson's front,  extending  to  the  Taylor  house,  on 
our  left    The  brigade  batteries  that  were  not 
assi^ed  to  positions  on  the  heights  were  held  in 
readiness  to  cooperate  with  theur  commands,  or 
for  any  other  service  that  might  be  reqniied  of 
them.    Our  picket  line  was  established  along  the 
river  bank  extending  from  Bank's  Ford  to  Takott 
battery,  the  most  important  portion  of  it  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  Major-General 'MeLaws. 
Upon  the  approach  of  General  Jackson's  amy. 
Hood's  division  was  closed  in  upon  Uie  ri^ht  of 
Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  the  heists  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Run  vaUey.,  In  ad- 
dition to  the  natural  strength  of  the  positioB, 
ditches,  stone  fences,  and  road-cuts  were  found 
along  different  portions  of  the  line,  and  parts  of 
General  McLaws's  line  were  further  strengthcsied 
by  rifle  trenches  and  abatis. 

'  The  enemy  held  quiet  possession  of  the  Staf- 
ford Heights  until  tnree  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  eleventh,  when  our  signal  guns  gave  notice 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  TOin^  at  their  di^ 
ferent  camp  grounds,  were  fonned  immedialeiy, 
and  marched  to  their  positions  along  the  line. 
Ransom's  division  was  ordered  to  take  a  sheltered 
position  in  easy  supporting  distance  of  the  bat- 
teries on  the  Marye  HilL  Before  the  troops  got 
to  their  positions,  McLaws's  pickets  (Baikwiale^i 
brigade)  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and 
from  time  to  tune  drove  back  different  w<»king 
parties  engaged  in  laying  the  bridges.  The 
enemy  was  compelled,  eventually,  to  abandon 
his  plan  of  laying  the  bridges,  and  o^an  to  tiirov 
his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  under  cover 
of  the  ore  of  his  sharpshooters,  and  a  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  pieces  of  artillery. 

At  many  points  along  the  river  bank  our  troops 
could  get  no  protection  from  the  ardllery  fire. 
This  was  particularly  the  case  at  the  month  of 
Deep  Run,  where  the  enemy  succeeded  in  oom- 
pletmg  his  bridge  early  in  the  afternoon.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in  throwing  large 
bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  city,  by  namg  bis 
boats.  Barksdale,  however,  engaged  them  fieree- 
ly  at  every  point,  and  with  remarkable  success. 
Soon  after  dark.  General  McLaws  ordered  Baiks- 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  General  was  so 
confident  of  his  pontion  that  a  second  order  wu 
sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the  fiekL  His 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  which  was  placed  by 
General  McLaws  along  the  Tel^raph  road,  in 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fence  and  cat 
along  this  road  gave  eood  protection  against  in- 
fantry.)   When  Cobb^s  brigade  got  into  position, 
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Ransom's  division  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in 
reserve.  During  the  night  the  Ipemy  finished 
hts  bridges  and  began  to  throw  his  troops  across. 

His  movements,  early  on  the  twelfth,  seemed 
to  be  directly  against  our  right ;  but  when  the 
fog  lifted,  columns  were  seen  opposite  Freder- 
icksburg, the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the 
bridges  opposite  the  city.  Hansom's  division 
was  moved  back  to  the  Marye  Hill.  Feather- 
ston's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division  (previously 
oceapying  this  hill)  was  closed  in  upon  the  other 
brigades  of  Anderson.  The  entire  oay  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  throwing  his  forces  across 
tbe  river  and  deploying  his  columns.  Our  bat- 
teries were  opened  u^n  the  masses  of  infantry 
▼henever  they  were  m  certain  range.  Our  fire 
ioTtriably  drew  that  of  the  enemy's  on  the  oppo- 
ott  heights,  and  they  generally  kept  up  the  fire 
lo^g  after  our  batteries  had  ceased. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  rode 
to  the  right  of  my  position,  Hood's  division.  The 
dense  fog  in  the  early  twilight  concealed  the 
enemy  from  view ;  but  his  commands,  "  Forward, 
gmde  centre,  march!"  were  distinctly  beard  at 
difierent  points  near  my  right.  From  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops 
die  day  before,  I  concluded  that  his  attack  would 
be  upon  General  Jackson,  at  some  point  beyond 
my  right  I  therefore  rode  back  to  a  point  near 
the  centre  of  my  forces,  giving  notice  to  General 
Hood  that  the  enemy  would  attack  General  Jack- 
son beyond  his  right,  that  he  should  watch  care- 
folly  die  movemont^t  and  when  an  opportunity 
offiaral,  be  should  move  forward  and  attack  the 
enemy's  flank.  Similar  instructions  were  given 
to  G^ieral  Pickett,  with  orders  to  cooperate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made,  as  had 
been  anticipated.  It  did  not  appear  to  have  all 
the  force  of^  a  real  attack,  however,  and  General 
Hood  did  not  feel  authorized'  to  make  more  than 
i  partial  advance.  Where  he  did  move  out,  he 
dnyre  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  sent  orders  for  the 
batteries  to  play  upon  the  streets  and  bridges  be- 
yond the  city,  by  way  of  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
ligbL  The  batteries  had  hardly  opened,  when 
the  enemy's  infantry  be^n  to  move  out  toward 
Byline.  Our  pickets  m  ftont  of  the  Marye 
b<^  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  de|Joy  hit  forces  in  front  of  that  point.  Our 
artilkry,  being  in  position,  opened' fife  as  soon  as 
the  masses  became  dense  ienough  to  warrant  it. 
Tfe  fire  was  very  destructive  and  demoralizing 
in  its  efiects,  and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the 
enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  continued  his  advance, 
and  made  his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  hand- 
ff^t  style.  He  did  not  meet  the  fire  of  our  in- 
fcatry  with  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore 
rarffly  repulsed.  Another  efibrt  was  speedily 
Oide,  but  with  little  more  success.  The  attack 
v«s  again  renewed*  and  again  repulsed.  Other 
tees  were  seen  preparing  for  another  attack, 
when  I  sug^ted  to  Oeneml  McLaws  the  pro- 
^ety  of  recnforcing  his  advanced  line  with  a 
wfedc.  He  had  previously  reenforced  with  part 
of  Aershaw's  brigade,  and  ordered  forward  the 


balance.  About  this  time,  Brigadier-General  T. 
R.  R  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost 
simultaneously  Brigadier-General  J.  R.  Cooke 
was  seyerely  wounded. 

General  Jiershaw  dashed  to  the  front  to  take 
the  command.  General  Hansom,  on  the  Marye 
Hill,  was  charged  with  the  immedit^te  care  of  the 
point  attacked,  with  orders  to  send  forward  ad- 
ditional reenforcements,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cesaarv,  and  to  use  Featherston's  brigade  (Ander- 
son's division)  if  he  should  require  it. 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside 
about  two  o'dock,  when  I  directed  Major-General 
Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades.  One 
(Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Hansom,  to  be 
placed  in  some  secure  position,  to  be  ready  in  case 
It  should  be  wanted.  The  other  (Jenkins's)  was 
ordered  to  General  McLaws,  to  replace  that  of  ' 
Kershaw  in  his  line.  , 

The  enemy  soon  completed  his  arrangements 
for  a  renewed  attack,  and  moved  forward  witii 
much  determination.  He  met  with  no  better 
success  than  he  had  on  the  previous  occasions. 
These  efibrts  were  repeated  and  continued  from 
time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he  left  the  field 
literally  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted 
about  sunset,  and  his  batteries  were  relieved  by 
(Lionel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for  fresh 
supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be 
pr^^ed  for  a  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight. 

On  the  fourteenth  there  was  little  firing  between 
the  sharpshooters.  The  enemy,  screening  his 
forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  ground,  held 
a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
us.  In  the  afternoon,  I  sent  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
my  staff*,  to  the  left  to  pkee  artillery  in  position 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  line,  with  instructions 
to  Colonel  Alexander  to  use  such  artillery  there 
as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  was  select- 
ed and  the  pits  made  by  light  the  following 
morning.  General  Hansom  was  also  ordered  to 
strengthen  his  position  on  the  Marye  Hill  by  rifle 
trenches.  Sinular  instructions  were  sent  along 
the  entire  line.  These  preparations  were  made 
to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  tne  enemy,  cor^fident- 
ly  expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack 
was  not  made,  the  artillery  and  General  Hansom's 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  back  to  cover  in  die  city. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  recrossed  the  river. 
His  retreat  was  not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed 
the  river  and  cut  his  bridge^  at  this  end.  Our 
8harj)shooter8  were  moved  forward,  and  our  old 
positions  resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred 
stands  of  small  arms,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  were 
captured. 

Our  loss,  for  the  number  engaged,  was  quite 
heavy.  Brigadier-General  T.  R.  H.  Cobb  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth.  He  defended  his  .position  with 
great  gallantry  and  ability.  In  him  we  have  lost 
one  of  our  most  promismg  officers  and  states- 
men. A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  accompany  this  report. 
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List  of  Ckuudliiea  in  the  First  Army  Carps,  Army  Northern  Virginia^  in  (he  Battles  htfm 

Fredericksburfff  December,  1862. 


DivisKnr. 

Bbioadb. 

BBonoEirT. 

KiLL'D. 

WOnVDBD. 

Total. 

Aodenon't .  ••••••••• 

Y^       _'_ 

6th  Florida 

1 
37 

6 

0 
13 

8 

6 

0 

a     .     .^.    a    . 

1 

4 
1 

1 

ti 

rwry^.  •••••••• 

Featfaentonl 

II 

IC 

u 

^'%^' 

WfllOOX'8 

Miriioiie'a 

II 

M 

8th      «* 

DonaldsooTflle  ArttUery,  . 

19th  lUaaiasippi .  .  .  .  .  . 

44 
8 
6 

(( 
•4- 

Iftth          •*     ^ 

Sd            <«       BattaUon  . 

12th         ** 

.    a    •    • 

13 

i 
5 

1 

« 
U 

3d  Georgia 

2d       «*     BattaUon  .  .  . 

11th  Alabama 

<(tb  Virvtnla ........ 

1 
1 
8 
1 

(i 

4lBt       "«* 
6l8t        <« 

.... 

6 

1 

10 

87 

101 

Fteketft  ••••••     •••• 

'rr^ 

II 
«i 

II 

Jenkiiu's 

i« 
II 

Itt  Yirstala  ••...••. 

9 
6 

4 
13 
7 

4 
1 
3 

9 

M 
M 
« 
U 
(( 
(( 

8d     ^^ 
7th       «• 
nth     •* 
24th     " 

P.  8.  8 

0th  South  Carolina  .... 
2d       "     *^»* 

•    •    •    . 
«    •    •    • 
.    •    •    . 

.... 

5 

i 
13 

7 

4 
1 
3 

46 

46 

Bansom's.  ••••• 

Gook*s 

16th  North  Carolina .... 

103 
13 
68 

101 
94 
76 

ao 

9 

MB 

i« 

<( 

W 

i« 

11 

u 
II 
Ramom's 

u 
II 

M 

27th      ••           ** 
4<Jth      «•           « 
48th       ••           « 
24th      "           •« 
25th       "            " 
86th       «            ** 
49th      "           " 

3 

a     •     .     • 

17 

4 
13 
9 

.     .    a    . 

16 
58 
158 
» 
8B 
29 
9 

41 

m 

613 

Hood*t ••••••• 

Law*a.  •  •  • 

6th  North  Carolina  .... 
44th  Alabama 

6 

ao 

1 

10 

40 
192 
8 
0 
2 

'  '  '5  *  ' 

0 
S 
1 

25 

M 

II 

M 
II 

II 

Toombi*! 

II 

II 
Bobertaon's 

M 

Anderaon'a 

M 
14 

1 

II 
H 
•1 
II 

4th 

64th  North  CaroUna.  .  •  • 

67th       "          ** 

I 

i 

19 

46 

<i 

It 
fl 

16th       " 
20th       ** 
4thTexaa 

1 
.... 

.... 

M 
•4 

6th     •* 

7thO«oiffla •  • 

l< 
II 

8th       " 
0th      •• 

1 

.... 

49 

994 

343 

MoLaws*^  •  .  •  •  • 

Qobb'a •  •  • 

PhUUp*8  Legion 

10th  Georgia 

18th       ^ 

Staff 

la 

4 

60 

01 

39 

3 

23 
18 
11 
13 

7 

40 
119 
86 
47 

1 

09 

«i 
II 

II 

M 

Barkadala's 

u 
W 

KenUw's 

M 

It 
II 
M 

05 
30 

3 

ti 

13th  MlaaisBlppl 

23 

II 

r. 

II 

18th         "  ^ 

21at          •* 

17th         " 

8th  South  Carolina   .... 

!  1 1 ! 
.... 

18 
11 
13 
7 

II 

M 
•< 
II 
II 

2d      ••           " 
8d       •«           " 
7th     "           •« 
16th   «•           " 
Jamea'a  BHttoy  •  •  •  •  •  . 

40 
119 
35 
47 
1 

. 

17 

404 

481 

Stuart* 

W.  H.  F.  Lee*f 

II 
II 

WaahlngtonArttllerr.  .  . 
16th  yir^nla  CaTatrr  •  .  . 

3 

23 
0 
1 
0 

25 

0 

II 
II 

jwnyirsjmiauavairy... 
Henry'a  ArtUlerr 

.... 

1 
6 

t 

36 

38 
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SioS 
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JsS 


^oIsS 


i 


f  p  s  5  "  ii 
It  3  X  s^i 


SDUttodMett. 


Offloert. 


Enlisted  Ken. 


Ollloen* 


*t 


y.H 


e»«M,  •^M. 


M^StoSlO 


N*IS^i«Set 


iJ§g»5S! 


MOoSSeoSS 


dBSSSJS 


Bnltoted  Mm. 


Aggregate. 


Olllcert* 


Enllfted  Ken. 


Offleera. 


Enlisted  Men. 


Ofllcers. 


Enlisted  Ken. 


Aggregate. 


Omeers. 


Enlisted  Men, 


Offleera. 


Enlisted  Men. 


Offleers. 


Enlisted  Men. 


Offleera, 


Enlisted  Men. 


EallttedKen. 


Offleera. 


EnUsted  M«i. 


Aggregate. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


S^St 


Missing. 


I 


CSiSSsSi  I  ^''*'"*  AOOBBOAtB. 


») 


"^ 


8- 

I 
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REBELLION  RECORD,   1862-64. 


Much  credit  is  due  Major-General  McLawa  for 
his  untiring  zeal  and  ability  in  preparing  his 
troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  resist- 
ance, and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his 
troops  after  the  attack.  I  would  also  mention, 
as  i^ticularly  distinguished  in  the  engagement 
of  the  thirteenth,  Brigadier-Generals  j^nsom, 
Kershaw,  and  Cooke,  (scTcrely  wounded,)  and 
Colonel  McMillan^  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Walton, 
(Washington  Artillery,)  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander,  (reserve  artillery.) 

Brigadier-General  BaAisdue,  with  his  brigade, 
held  the  enemy^s  entire  armv  at  the  river  bank 
for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance  of  time  to 
complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  A  more 
gallant  and  worthy  service  is  rarely  accomplished 
by  so  small  a  force. 

I  refer  jou  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  for 
more  detailed  accounts  of  the  engagements.  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their 
reports. 

Major-Generak  Anderson,  Pickett,  and  Hood, 
with  their  gallant  divisions,  were  deprived  of 
their  opportunity  by  the  unexpected  and  hasty 
retreat  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  General 
Anderson's  command  was  engaged  in  defending 
the  passage  of  the  river ;  a  portion  of  General 
Hood's  in  drivinf^  back  the  attack  against  our 
right,  and  a  portion  of  Pickett's  did  important 
service  near  the  Mar)'e  HilL  I  refer  you  to  their 
reports  for  particular  accounts. 

Migor  Gamett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve, 
in  the  valley  between  the  positions  of  Generals 
Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  oppprtunity  to  use  them. 

My  staff  officers.  Major  Sorrell,  Lieutenantr 
Colonel  Manning,  Major  Fair£uc,  Captain  La- 
trobe.  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  blackwell, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid. 
Major  Haskell,  Captain  Young,  and  Captain 
Bodgers,  volunteered  their  assistance,  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Sui^eon  Cullen, 
chief'^sur^eon ;  Major  Mitchell,  chief  (quartermas- 
ter ;  Major  Moses,  chief  of  the  subsistence  de- 
partment, and  Captain  Mamiing,  signal  officer, 
for  valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  Lonostreet, 

LIcutcnant-Gjenenl  coinmandtng. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-OENSRAL  JACKSON. 

HEADQUARTHtS  SBOOND  CORPS,      ) 

Arict  Nobthkbh  YuiouriA,  January  31, 1863.  ( 
Brigadier-Oeneral  R,  J7.  ChiUcn^  Assist caU  Ad-- 

jutcmt  and  Inspector'General,  A.  N,  F.  ; 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  sub- 
mit to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  of  December  last 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  Major-General  A.  P. 


HUl  moved  his  division  at  dawn  on  the  morning 
of  the  twelfth,  from  his  encampment  near  Yerby'i, 
and  relieved  Major-General  Hood,  then  posted 
near  Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  time 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  then  in  command 
Qii  Jackson's  division,  moved  from  his  encsmp- 
ment  above  Guineas  Depot,  and  took  position  m 
rear  of  Major-General  A.  P.  HilL 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  Ewell's 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Early, 
and  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  his  divinon, 
arrived,  after  a  severe  night's  march,  from  their 
respective  encampments,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bodi- 
ners  Neck  and  Port    Royal  —  the   troops  of 
Maior-General  D.  H.  Hill  being  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  point  to  which 
they  were  ordered.    On  the  morning  of  that  day 
the  troops  were  arrang^ed  as  follows:   Major- 
General  A.  P.  Hill  occupied  the  front  line,  fonned 
of  two  regiments  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  and  the  brigades  of 
Archer,  Lane,  and  Pender,  (posted  from  right  to 
left  in  the  order  named,)  his  right  resting  on  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  his  left  extending  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Deep  Run.    These  troom 
were  partiallv  concealed  by  the  wood,  near  the 
edge  of  which  they  were  posted.    The  remainder 
of  Brockenbrough's  command,  consisting  of  the 
fortieth  and  fiflv-fifth  Virginia,  was  immediately 
in  rear  of  Walker's  batteries,  and  acting  as  a 
support  to  them.     Of  the  other  two  brigades, 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  the  same  division,  the 
first  was  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  Archer 
and  Lane,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the  interval 
between  Lane  and  Pender.    The  divisions  under 
Generals  Eariv  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  second 
line  —  Earlv  being  on  the  right}   the  division 
of  Major-Ueneral  D.  H.  HiU,  which  was  still 
farther  in  rear,  consituting  die  reserve.     Upon 
the  eminence  immediately  to  the  right,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walker  (Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
chief  of  artillery)  had  in  position  fourteen  guns, 
composed  of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcin- 
tosh, with  sections  from  the  batteries  of  Crenshaw, 
Latham,  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts,  and  Chitter.    On  the 
left  of  the  line,  and  near  the  Bernard  cabins,  were 
posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Davidson,  Raine,  Caskie,  and  Braxton,  all 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Captain  Da- 
vidson.   To  the  right,  and  some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  and  beyond  the  railroad, 
were  posted  twelve  guns,  from  the  batteries  of 
Captams    Carpenter,    Wooding,   and    Braxton, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockenbrough, 
General  Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery;  Carpen- 
ter's battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Marye.    On 
my  left  was  Major-General  Hood,  of  Longstreet's 
corns,  and  on  my  right  and  front,  the  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Stuart,  with  a 
battery,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  under  the 
direction  of  Major  Pelham,  of  the  Stuart  horse 
artillery,  aided,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by  sec- 
tions from  the   batteries  of  Captain  Poague, 
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(Lieutenant    Graham    commanding,)    Captains 
Wilson,  Smith,  Qarber,  Dance,  and  the  Louisiana 
Guards  of  my  corps,  thrown  into  position  so  as 
to  cross  their  fire  with  the  guns  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Walker,  and  designed  to  check  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  in  that  .direction.    Ahout 
ten  o'clock,  as  the  fop;  disappeared,  the  lines  of 
the  enemy,  arranged  m  order  of  battle,  were  dis- 
tinctly visible  in  the  plain  between  us  and  the 
river,  covering  my  front  and  extendbg  far  to  the 
left  toward  Fredericksburg.    The  force  in  front 
of  me  I  supposed  to   number  about  fifty-five 
thousand.     JPelham,  with  part  of  the  Stuart  norse 
artillery,  was  soon  engaged  with  the  artillery  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  brisk  and  an  animated  contest 
was  kept  up  for  about  an  hour.     Soon  after  Pel- 
ham,  in  obedience  to  orders,  had  withdrawn  firom 
his  position  on  the  Port  Royal  road,  the  enemy 
directed  his  artillery  on  the  heights  held  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  woods 
generally,  occupied  by  our  troops,  evidently  \iith 
a  view  of  causing  us  to  disclose  whatever  troops 
or  artillery  were  there.     Not  eliciting  any  re- 
sponse, the  enemy  was  seemingly  satisfied  that  he 
TTould  experience  but  little  resistance  to  an  efibrt 
to  obtain  possession  of  this  hill.    Accordingly, 
about  eleven  o*clock,  he  iidvanced  by  the  flank, 
parallel  to  the  Port  Royal  road,  nearly  to  the 
road  running  from  thence  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
now  unimj^ed  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was 
withdrawn.    Facing  to  the  front,  he  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  across  the  plain  straight  upon  the 
position  occupied  by  Walker.    His  batteries  re- 
served their  fire  until  the*enemy's  lines  came 
within  less  than  eight  hundred  yards,  when  the 
fourteen  gims  opened,  pouring  such  a  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  into  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first 
to  halt,  then  to  waver,  and,  at  last,  seek  shelter 
by  flight     About  one  o'clock,  the  main  attack 
was  made  by  heavy  and  rapid  discharges  of  ar- 
tillery.   Under  the  protection  of  this  warm  and 
well-directed  fire,  his  infantry,  in  heavy  force,  ad- 
vanced, seeking  the  partial  protection  of  a  piece 
of  wood  extending  beyond  the  railroad.     The 
batteries  on  the  right  played  on  their  ranks  with 
destructive  efiect.      The  advancing  'force  was 
visibly  staggered  by  our  ra))id  and  well-directed 
artillery ;  but,  soon  recovering  from  the  shock, 
the  Federal  troops,  consisting  of  the  main  body 
of  Franklin's  grand  division,  supported  by  a  por- 
tion of  Hooker's  grand  division,  continued  to  press 
forward.    Advancing  within  point  blank  range 
of  our  infantry,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  murder- 
ous fire  of  musketry  and  artilleir,  the  struggle 
became  fierce  and  sanguinary.    They  continued, 
however,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill  closed  the  interval  which  he  had 
left  between  Archer  and  Lane,  it  was  penetrated, 
snd,  the  enemy  pressing  forward  in  overwhelming 
numbers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's 
right  and  Archer's  left.  Thus  attacked  in  front  and 
rear,  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth 
Georgia,  of  Archer's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
brigade  of  Lane,  fell  back ;  but  not  until  after  a 
bme  and  obstinate  resistance.    Notwithstanding 
the  perilous  situation  in  which  Archer's  brigade 


was  placed,  his  right,  changing  front,  continued 
to  struggle  with  undaunted  firmness,  materially 
checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  until  reen- 
forcements  came  to  its  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  before  stated,  moved 
gallantly  forward,  and  joined  by  the  Seventh  and 
part  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Caroliim,  of  Lane's 
bri^de,  ffallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  eolumn 
which  haa  broken  through  Lane's  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  penetrated 
the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Archer,  and  came  in  con- 
tact with  Gregg's  brigade.  Taken  by  surprise, 
Orr's  rifies  were  thrown  into  confusion.  It  was 
in  the  act  of  rallying  this  re^ment  that  Brigadier- 
General  Maxey  Gregg  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles, 
mortally  wounded.  General  Gregg  was  a  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  full  of  heroic  sentiment 
and  chivalrous  honor.  He  had  rendered  valuable 
service  in  this  great  struggle  for  our  freedom, 
and  the  countir  has  much  reason  to  deplore  the 
loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Colonel 
Hamilton,  upon  whom  the  command  of  that 
brigade  now  devolved,  hastened  to  meet  the 
emergencies,  of  his  position,  and,  with  the  four 
remaining  regiments  and  one  company  of  the  Orr 
rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception.  * 

The  enemy  was  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the 
advantage  which  he  had  thus  gained.  The  seo- 
oud  line  came  promptly  to  the  support  of  the 
first  Lawton's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Atkinson,  subsequently  bv  Colonel  Evans,  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke, 
and  Early's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  lUurljr,)  and  the  Forty-seventh  and  Twenty- 
second  Virginia  regiments  of  Colonel  Brocken- 
brough's  command,  were  ahready  rushing  with 
impetuous  valor  to  the  support  of  the  first  line. 
In  Taliaferro's  command,  his  right  regiment,  the 
Second,  Virginia,  of  Paxton's  brigade,  became 
engaged  with  part  of  the  enemy,  which,  after  a 
slight  resistance,  retreated.  The  combat  in  the 
wood  was  brief  and  decisive.  The  farther  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  was  checked.  He  was 
driven  with  great  slaughter  from  the  wood  to 
the  railroad;  the  two  regiments  of  Brocken- 
brough's  command.  Archer,  with  the  First  Ten- 
nessee and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  the  three 
brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  Hoke,  Walker, 
and  Atkinson,  pursuing  the  retreating  Federals 
to  the  railroad,  where  they  made  a  brief  stand, 
when  Hoke  and  Atkinson  charged  upon  them 
with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  charge, 
and  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Nor 
did  they  stop  there ;  but,  impelled  by  an  ardor 
which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  their  courage 
and  patriotism,  this  comparatively  small  force 
pressed  the  discomfited  foe  in  hot  pursuit,  until 
they  appeared  so  far  within  range  of  his  artillery 
ana  the  fire  of  a  large  force  of  his  infantry,  as  to 
make  farther  pursuit  an  act  of  rashness.  In  this 
gallant  charge.  Colonel  Atkinson  was  severely 
wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy* 
Captain  £.  P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general 
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of  the  briffade,  though  bjored  during  the  advance 
by  the  fiul  of  his  hone,  continued  to  press  for- 
ward on  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade, 
until  he  fell  mortally  wounded. 

During  the  day,  some  of  the  guns  under  Colo-' 
nel  Walker,  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  otherwise  disabled  fixnn  ftirther  service, 
were  relieved  by  Captain  Poague's  battery  with 
two  twenty-pound  rarrotts.  These  two  pieces 
actively  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  after- 
ward opened  on  the  infantry.  The  exact  range 
of  the  nill  having  been  accurately  obtained  by 
much  previous  finng,  the  loss  at  this  point  was 
heavy.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Poague  here  to  state, 
that  when,  late  on  the  evening  previous,  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  his  battery,  he  was  distant 
some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battle-field,  and  the 
promptitude  with  which  he  responded  to  the  or- 
der, Dy  a  fatiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of 
notice.  Some  guns  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill's  division  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  under  the  direction  of  his  chief  of  artillery. 
Major  T.  H.  Carter,  which  were  all  well  served. 
Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole- 
man brought  up  two  howitzers,  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague's  guns.  About  this  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coleman  was  severely  wounded. 
On  the  extreme  right,  beyond  the  Massaponax, 
was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  command  o^ 
Captain  Hardaway,  of  Major-Qeneral  D.  H.  Hill's 
division,  which  was  well  served. 

On  the  extreme  left,  the  day  did  not  pass  with- 
out some  incidents  worthy  of  notice.  Early  in 
the  day,  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  lefl  with 
sixteen  guns,  afterwara  increased  to  twenty-four. 
The  officers  in  command  obeyed  their  orders, 
and,  reserving  their  fire,  the  enemy  advanced  his 
skirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occu- 
pie*d  by  the  conunands  of  Captains  Davidson  and 
brockenbrough.  They  were  soon  driven  off  by 
canister ;  but  the  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  was  directed  upon  them,  which  was  replied  to 
with  animation  and  spirit  The  ammunition  of 
Captain  Raine's  battery  proving  defective,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  Captain  Latimer  (acting  chief  of 
artillery  of  Ewell's  division)  was  order^  to  take 
a  position  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
last  pieces  were  admirably  served,  and  though 
suffering  severely  from  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, drove  them  back,  and,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted  a  severe  loss 
upon  the  enemy.  As  the  Federal  infantrv  pressed 
forward  upon  our  front,  it  was  deemea  advisa- 
ble to  witndraw  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough,  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad, 
before  Uie  enemy  should  seixe  the  point  of  woods 
to  their  right  and  rear,  irhich  they  a  short  time 
afterward  penetrated — the  witharawal  of  the 
batteries  being  covered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hill,  of  the  Seventh  North  Carolina.  The  bri- 
gade of  General  Pender  was  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson  and  Lati- 
mer, and  was  without  any  protection  from  the 
enemy's  artillery ;  ^and  thus,  notwithstanding  the 


efficacy  of  the  batteries  acting  in  conjunctioQ  with 
Major  Cole,  of  the  Twenty-second  "North  Caro- 
lina, in  dispersing  the  doud  of  skirmishers  and 
sharpshooters  that  hung  all  day  upon  that  part  of 
the  line,  that  brigade  received  much  of  the  fire 
that  was  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suffered  se-  , 
verely.  General  Pender  was  himself  wounded. 
The  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  McElroy, 
which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Lati- 
mer's batterr,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a 
brigade  of  the  enemy,  which  had  advanced  up 
Deep  Hun,  under  cover,  and,  acting  with  two 
other  North  Caroftia  regiments,  (the  Fifty-fourth 
and  Fifty-seventh,)  or  Law's  brigade.  Hood's 
division  drove  them  back.  Repulsed  on  the 
right,  left,  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  re- 
formed his  lines,  and  gave  some  indications  of  a 
purpose  to  renew  the  attack.  I  waited  some 
time  to  receive  it,  but  he  malting  no  forward 
movement,  I  determined,  if  prudent,  to  do  an 
myself.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  so  Judi- 
ciously posted  as  to  make  an  advance  of  our 
troops  acroas  the  plain  very  hazanlous;  yet  it 
was  so  promising  of  good  results,  if  smccesafully 
executed,  as  to  induce  me  to  make  preparations 
for  the  attempt.  In  order  to  guard  against  dis- 
aBter,  the  infantry  was  to  be  preceded  by  artillery, 
atid  the  movement  postponed  until  late  in  the 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  retire,  it  would 
be  under  the  cover  of  night.  Owing  to  unexpected 
delay,  the  movement  could  not  be  gotten  ready 
until  late  in  the  evening.  The  first  gun  had 
hardly  moved  forwiud  from  iIr  a  hundred 

yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re-opened,  and 
so  completely  swept  omr  front,  as  to  satisfy  me 
that  the  proposed  movement  should  be  aban- 
doned. 

The  next  day  (fourteenth)  the  divisions  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-Generals  Early  and 
Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line,  that  of  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Hill  the  second,  and  the  division 
of  Major-Oeneral  A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The 
enemy  continued  in  our  front  all  day,  apparently 
awaiting  an  attack  from  us.  During  the  night, 
our  lines  were  again  changed  so  as  to  place  the 
division  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill  in  the  front 
line,  Major-General  A«  P.  Hill  in  the  second,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier-Generali 
Early  and  Taliaferro  in  the  reserve. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  still  remained  in 
our  front,  and,  in  die  evening  of  that  day,  sent  in 
a  flag  of  truce  requesting  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties between  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  his  wounded  from  the  field, 
which,  under  prerious  instructions  from  the  com- 
manding General,  was  granted.  Our  troops 
patiently  remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they 
had  done  the  previous  day,  eagerly  awaiting 
another  attack  from  the  enemy ;  and  such  was  the 
desire  to.  occupy  the  firont  line,  when  such  an  at- 
tack should  be  made,  that  the  division  of  Major- 
General  D.  H.  WXL  sent  in  a  written  request  to 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  front  line  until  next 
day.  But  our  brave  troops  were  disappointed  in 
the  expectation  of  anotner  attack.  For  whilst 
they  patiently  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
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fifteenth,  in  the  hope  of  another  eneoonter  on  the 
following  day,  and  of  yisiting  upon  the  invadera 
of  their  sacred  homes  and  firesiaea  a  just  retribu- 
tion for  the  outrages  of  this  most  unprovoked  and 
unchristian  war,  tne  enemy  hurriedly  and  silently, 
during  that  night,  made  good  his  retreat  by  re- 
crowing  the  river. 

For^  further  details  of  the  operationa  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regimental 
commanders,  who  participated  in  the  engagement; 
also  to  the  reports  of  Colonel  C^tchfieM,  my 
chief  of  artillery,  lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
Colonel  Brown,  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  artu- 
lenr.  I  refer  you  also  to  the  same  source  of 
information  for  the  names  of  many  officers  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  this  battle,  and,  by 
their  eood  conduct,  specially  merit  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Government  and  of  the  country. 

I  herewidi  forward  to  you  a  Hst  of  the  casual- 
ties of  this  corps  on  the  thirteenth  December, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  twenty-six  officers 
were  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
wounded;  three  hundred  and  eighteen  enlisted 
men  kiUed,  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fiftv  wounded  ;  eighteen  officers  and  five  hundred 
ana  eight  enlist^  men  missing ;  making  a  total 
loss  in  this  eorps  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifteen.  Nearly  all  who  are  reported  as 
missing  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  fight.  By 
the  official  report  of  Major  Brideford,  provost 
marshal  of  the  corps,  herewith  suomittea,  it  ap; 
pears  that  we  captured  five  hundred  and  twen^- 


one  prisoners,  of  whom  eleven  were  officers.  The 
report  of  Major  Bridgford  exhibits  a  gratifying 
statement  of  the  small  number  who  straggled 
from  the  ranks  during  the  laat  action,  and  attbrds 
further  evidence  of  we  improving  discipline  and 
spirit  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance, 
shows  that  we  captmred  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director,  Br.  Hunter  McOuire, 
gave  special  and  skilful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Hannan,  chief,  quartermaster,  Ma- 
jor W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major 
0.  H.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  discharged  their 
duties  welL 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assist- 
ance in  transmitting  orders,  and  discharging 
other  duties,  from  the  following  members  of  my 
staff: 

Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery. 

Colonel  A.  Smeadct  inspector-general. 

Captain  A.  8.  Pieadleton,  assistant  adjutant- 
general 

Captain  J.  K.  Boswell,  chief  of  engineers. 

First  Lieutenant  J,  O.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-dJe-camp. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer 
department 

I  trust  that  the  victory  of  Fredericksburg,  with 
which  Qod  has  blatsed  our  cause,  will  continue 
to  be  gratefully  rememberod. 

I  am,  Genenl,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Jackson, 
UeateDsnt-Gcneral. 


Lid  of  CcuualtUs  in  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  Norihem  VtrgMh  in  t^  Battles  before  Fred-* 

ericksburg,  December,  1862  .*  — 
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Li$to/€a9uaUiMin  Btccmd  Ccrps  —  Contmued. 


Division. 


D.  H.  HllPi 


Swell's. 


Taliaferro's 


Brigade. 
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Ivenott'f 


Bipley's  •  • 
(( 

u 
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(( 
«« 
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ArtiUeij  •  .  .  .  , 
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BEFOBT  OF  K  AJOft-GENERAIi  B.  H.  ANDERSON. 

HEAiKitrAitTicits  AmncRSOHli  DmsKwr,      ) 
llBAB  Fbbdbriciksbvko,  Va^  Jmuuoef  3,  lan.  ( 

To  Major  G.  MosO^  Borrdf  A.  A.  (hneNi, 

Eeaiqua/ritrs  Fir*i  Army  OarpB  f 

Majob  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  aiibnrit  tfae  fol- 
lowing^ repent  of  the  pan  taken  by  mj  dmilon, 
in  the  battle  of  Frederiokaboig : 

Upon  the  aignal  being  gnren»on  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh  ^  Deoefliber,  the  troops  were  placed 
rapidly  m  poailion,  m  rear  of  the  Inie  of  field 
wQika  and  tiatteriea,  extending  fronf  Haael  Bun, 
on  the  light,  to  the  Waierworfca  dam  on  the  left, 
in  the  foUowmff  order:  Festherston'a,  Perry^ 
Mahone^a,  WrigWa,  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 

In  the  aftenioon  of  the  eleventh,  Ransom's 
dirision  having  been  diaeed  between  Hasel  Ron 
and  the  plank  road,  ^eatherston's  brigade  was 
moved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  £irk  Gen- 
end  Ransom  recroesed  Haiel  Run  and  Feother- 
ston  was  replaced  in  hia  former  position. 

Detaehmenta  of  one  regiment  from  each  bri- 
gade were  thrown  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and 
strong  picketa  were  pushed  forward  toward  the 
town  and  along*  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  twelfth,  Oeneml  Ransom  resumed 
his  foimerplaoe  behind  Haael  Run  ^nd  the  plank 
road,  and  Featheraton's  brigade  was  again  drawn 
to  the  left  of  the  r^ad.  This  position  of  the  bri- 
gades, in  the  order  above  mentioned,  was  main- 
tained until  Thuradajr  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
her,  when  the  division  vras  withdrawn,  and  the 
troops  retiuiied  to  their  eampa.  Previous  to  the 
conunenoement  of  the  engagement  there  were 
two  regiments,  the  Third  Georgia  and  Eighth 
Florida,  of  Wrighfa  and  Perry's  brigades,  on 
duty  in  and  near  FVedericksburg.  These  regi- 
ments had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  Brig- 
adier-General  Barksdale,  commanding  in  the 
town,  and  were  engraged  with  the  enemy  when 
he  was  laying  his  bridges,  and  preparing  to  cross 
the  river.  The  Third  Oeorgfia  met  with  but  very 
Bligiit  loss.  The  Eighth  Florida  sufiered  a  loss 
of  eighty-seven  killed,  vroonded,  and  missinff. 
The  missing  (43)  vrere  undoubtedly  captured. 
The  detaehmenta  and  pioketa  which  were  ad- 
vanced the  first  night  in  front  of  the  batteries 
and  along  the  caned,  ccmtinned  to  occupy  their 
posts,  and  thev  suffered  aome  loss. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  killed,  vrounded,  and  missing. 
The  commanders  of  batteries,  Captains  Marion, 
Roger,  and  Lewia,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  com- 
maadi^  Grandy's  battery,  m^t  especial  notiee 
for  their  skill,  'courage,  and  good  management 
throughout  the  five  days.  Their  batteries  were 
subjected  to  a  very  heavy  fire  fW>m  those  of  the 
enemy.  None  of  their  shot»  however,  were  spent 
in  an  artilleiy  duel,  but  vrere  reserved  for  tnose 
opportunities  which  the  advanetng  and  retiring 
columns  of  the  enemy  gave  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  com- 
mendable spirit  was  exhibited  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  whole  division.  Their  patient 
endurance  of  the  exposure  to  which  thev  were 
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aubiected,  gave  aasnrance  of  ^od  conduct  and 
nillant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been  presented. 
Featherston's  and  Perry's  brigades  lay  four  days 
and  nights  in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and 
without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Brigadier-General 
Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed 
out  the  important  x>os2tion  fbr  a  battery,  which 
enfiladed  the  dope  upon  which  the  enemy  formed 
hM  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Mar^e'a  Hill,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient , 
service,  assisting  in  the  construction  of  the  bat-  ' 
tery  which  drove  them  firom  that  place  of  shelter. 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  also  Brigadier-General 
Cadmus  M.  WQcox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his 
long-continued  and  uniformly  meritorious  con- 
duct in  his  present  grade.  I  have  witnessed  his 
courage,  zeal  and  ability,  and  have  received  most 
efficient  cooperation  from  him,  in  the  battles  of, 
Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines's  Mill,  Fra- 
zier'a  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericks- 
bui^.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion. 
Mr.  Jett,  an  engineei  attached  to  my  divilton, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field 
works,  making' and  renairing  roads,  digging  rifie- 
pita  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work.  The  re- 
ports of  the  commandera  of  brigades  are  here- 
with submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

It  H.  Anderson, 
]£a|or-€leaflnl,  oommsnding  DiTislon. 

«REFOET  OF  MAJOB-GENEBAL  McLAW9. 

Headquarteus  DmsiON,    I 
.     Camp  vsar  Frbosbioksbcbo,  December  30, 1802.  { 

Major  8crrel,  Adftitcmi^General: 

Majob:  My  division  occupied  the  front  line 
of  defbuce  frcnn  Hazel  River  along  the  ridge  of 
hills  to  the  right  and  through  the  point  of  woods 
extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  field,  one 
brigade  being  in  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the 
right  had  an  extended  rifie-pit  at  the  foot  of  the 
main  ridge  from  the  left  or  the  Telegraph  road 
to  a  private  road  near  Mr.  Howison's  born.  The 
next  ori^kde  had  rifle-pita  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills  in  front  of  its  position,  and  others  on  the 
crests  of  the  hills.  The  right  brigade  constructed 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  of  logs,  through  the 
woods,  with  abatis  in  front  of  them.  The  crests 
of  the  hills  were  occupied  by  the  batteries  of 
Captain  Read,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  one 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  one  three-irith  rifle; 
Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle, 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzers ;  Captain  Ells, 
one  thirty-pounder  Parrott  j  Captain  Macon,  two 
ten-pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six-pounders  j 
Cooper's,  three  ten-pounder  Parrott* s  j  Carlton's, 
two  ten-pounder  Pwrott's ;  Eubank's,  one  three- 
inch  nS» ;  McCarthy's,  two  three-inch  rifles  ; 
Bearing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Ross,  three 
ten-pounder  Parrott's;  and,  in  addition,  there 
were  a  number  of  smooth-bore  pieces  placed 
along  the  hills,  to  be  used  should  the  enemy 
advance  near  enough  for- their  eflectual  ran^e. 
One  br^de  was  constantly  on  duty  in  the  city 
to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossings 
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as  far  down  as  one  fourth  of  a  mile  bekyw  Deep 
Hun  Creek.  Two  regiments  from  General  An- 
derson's division  pickeled  the  river  bank  above 
the  town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadiar-Qeoeral  in 
charge  of  the  brigade  on  duty  in  the  city.  The 
orders  were,  that  two  guns  should  be  fired  from 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position*  which 
would  be  the  sidmal  that>  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  cross.  These  wue  the  positions  of  my 
conunand  and  the  orders  gorenmig  them  up  to 
the  tenth  instant  OnthataAy,thobrijfadeofUeA- 
eral  Barksdale»  composed  of  Mississippi  teoops, 
was  on  duty  in  the  city.  About  two  o'clock  ▲.  M^ 
on  the  eleventh,  General  Barksdale  sent  me  word 
that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  they 
were  preparing  to  lay  doarn  their  pontoon  bridges, 
and  ms  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend 
the  crossing.  About  half  past  four  he  notified 
me  that  the  bridges  were  being  placed,  and  he 
would  open  fire  so  soon  as  tbe  working  parties 


headquarters  the  evening  previous  (the  tenth 
instant)  to  have  all  the  batteries  harnessed  up  at 
daylight  on  the  eleventh,  instant,  and  I  had  given 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  under 
arms  at  the  same  time.  General  Barksdale  kept 
his  men  qiuet  and  concealed  until  the  bridges 
were  so  xufvanoed  that  the  working  parties  were 
in  easy  range,  when  he  opened  fire  with  such 
effect  that  the  bridges  were  abandoned  at  once. 
Nine  separate  and  desperate  attempts  were  made 
to  complete  the  bridges,  under  fire  of  their  sharp- 
shooters and  guns  on  the  opposite  banks;  but 
every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  severe 
loss,  from  our  men  posted  in  rifle^its,  in  the  cel- 
lars of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  from  behind 
whatever  offered  concealment,  that  the  enemy 
abandoned  his  attempts  for  the  time,  and  opened 
a  terrific  fire  from  their  numerous  batteries  con- 
structed along  the  hiUs  just  above  the  river. 
The  fire  was  so  severe  tliat  the  men  could  not 
use  their  rifles,  and  the  different  places  occupied 
by  them  becoming  untenable,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline 
Street,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M.  The  enemy 
then  crossed  m  boats,  and,  completing  their 
bridges,  passed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into 
the  town.  The  Seventeenth  Missisuppi  (Colonel 
Fizer)  and  ten  sharpshooters  from  Colonel  Ca^ 
ter*8  regiment,  (the  Thirteenth,)  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,)  under  Lieutenant 
Kadliff,  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actoallv 
engaged  in  defending  the  crossings  in  front  or  • 
the  city.  More  troops  were  offered;  but  the 
positions  veere  such  that  but  the  number  alreadjr 
there  could  be  employed.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced into  the  town  our  troops  fell  back  to 
Princess  Ann  Street,  and,  as  the  enem^  came 
up,  they  were  driven  back  with  loss.  This  street 
fighting  continued  until  seyen  p.  IL,  when  I  or- 
dered Ueneral  Barksdale  to  fall  back  and  take 
position  along  and  behind  the  stone  wall  below 
Maryc's  Hill,  where  it  was  relieved  by  the  bri- 
gade of  Brigadier-Genend  Thoma^  R.  R.  Cobb, 


and  retired  to  their  i;R>8ition  on  the  right  of  mv 
line  of  defence  in  the  woods  of  Mr.  Bamara. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  with  bis  raiment,  (the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,^  who  oooapiea  tiie  river 
hank  below  the  tova,  droro  back  the  enemy  in 
their  first  attempt  to  cross  Uie  river,  and  kept 
them  in  eheek  until  abo«t  half  Met  three  o'dodL 
P.  M.,  when  two  ittgimeuts,  the  l^teMith  Georgia 
(Colonel  Bryan)  and  Fifteenth  South  Csr(diBi» 
(Co]ox»el  DeSauMHire,)  weee  aent  to  his  support; 
and  it  being  then  deemed  ad wsable  the  whole  forae 
was  withdrawn  to  the  xivw  road,  whese  tb^  re- 
mained until  daylight  the  next  dar,  whea  th^ 
rejoined  their  brigades,  «xeep4iag  the  Sixtentb 
Georgia,  which  rettook  its  posttica  in  the  geoeral 
line  of  defenee.  These  regimeBta  performed  thdr 
duties  under  a  severe  and  deataotive  fice  from 
the  enemy's  gtms,  posted  along  the  hiUs  jutt 
above  the  river  on  tke  opposite  side^  Eariy  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  a  battaliea  of  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  numhering  about  oae 
hundred  end  fifty  nMp,  was  mA  ia  pesiden  to 
the  left  of  Colonel  FImt,  ana  in  easy  range  of 
the  enemy  above  the  upper  bridj^e,  then  oeiag 
rapidly  constructed  bjr  them.  This  battalioiuns 
commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under 
his  direction,  it  acted  gallantly  and  did  good  ser- 
vice —  Captain  Long  proving  himself  a  gallant 
and  efficient  officer  $  hut  he  waa  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then 
rendered  but  little  assistance.  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  special  report  of  Lieutenant'^)oloi»l 
Fizer  on  the  subject,  and  to  C!%ptain  Govan,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  three  ooapaniee  of  the 
same  regiment,  which  were  on  dutor  with  the 
right  of  Colonel  Fixer's  uegiment,  and  abo  to  the 
ii^rsement  of  Colonel  Uumphriea,  <a  the  spe- 
cial report  of  Captain  Govan.  The  bripide  of 
(jenenu  Barksdale,  I  oonsider,  did  their  whole 
duty,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  ev^ 
officj^  and  man  engaged  m  the  finht.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  positions  they  held  shows  that  no 
troops  could  hi^e  behaved  more  gaUantlv. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twent^r-fonrth  Georgia  regiinents,and 
Fhilips's  Georgia  Legion,  of  Cobb's  brigade,  re- 
lieved General  BarkMiale's  eemmand  behind  the 
stone  wall  at  the  ibot  of  Marye's  Hill,  Fhilips's 
Legion  on  the  lefl,  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  in 
the  centre,  and  Eghteenth  Georgia  regiment  on 
the  ri^t,  ooeupyiBg  the  entire  front  under  the 
hiU.  Durinff  tbat  nigfat,  the  eaouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  On  the  twelfth  inst,  doee  and  heavy 
skirmisbing  was  k^t  up,  hut  no  real  attack  was 
nude.  Go  the  thirteenth,  skirmishing  eommeneed 
at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  sheUiog  in  that  direc- 
tion until  about  eleven  o'elod^  when  t&e  advanoe 
of  the  enemy  drove  ia  our  piekets,  and  his  eol- 
umn  approached  the  left  of  the  line  l^  the  Tde> 
graph  read,and  deplpfed  to  our  right,  planiiog 
three  atands  of  ool^ra  along  our  front ;  before 
their  deployment  was  eompleted,  our  fire  had  so 
thinned  th^  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated, 
leaving  tiieir  colors  planted  in  the  first  poeitioa. 
Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the  first,  ad- 
vanced to  the  colors,  but  were  driven  back  with 
great  slaughter*    They  were  met,  on  retiring,  by 
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reenforoements,  and  ad?anced  again;  but  were 
again  repulsed  with  increased  loss. 

About  one  o'cloek  p.  M .,  Ckmend  Kershaw  was 
directed  to  send  two  regiments  from  bu  brigade 
to  the  support  ei  General  Cobb^  who  veporled 
that  he  wm  getting  ehort  of  amaoanition.  The 
Sixteenth  Geovgia  gegiment  was  aeaft  forward  at 
dseaamolaBe.  Not  loog  after  this.  General  Ker- 
shaw was  directed  to  take  his  whole  brigade. 
Just  as  Us  ooBUMnd  wis  voiing,  he  was  ordered 
to  hasten  iwpwefii  m  pereen^  and  assume  coift- 
maod  of  the  position  under  Marye*s  Hill,  as  Gtert- 
end  Gobb  bed  been  wonnded  and  disabled.  The 
South  Geralaiia  legkaento  were  posted,  the  See* 
ond  and  £igfatk  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
StodLbnm  comMnding)  in  the  road,  doubling 
onPhilks's  Legion,  (C^al  Cook,)  and  tiieTwen- 
ty-fourth  Georgia,  (Colonel  McMiUnn,)  tk&  Third 
uid  Seientili  South  Casnlina  (Colonel  Nanoe  and 
Lieutenast-CokMiel  Bland)  on  the  hill  to  the  left 
of  MarjFe'a  bouse  9  the  Se^entii  was  afterward 
mo^ed  (on  a  enll  from  the  Fifteenth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment  for  reenforeement)  to  the  ri^t  and 
front  of  Marjro's  house,  the  three  left  companies 
being  on  ttie  left  of  the  house,  the  Fifteenth 
Soutti  Carolina  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  in  reserve 
Bttbeeemetery ;  the  Third  battalion  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ktoe)  was  posted  at  Howison's  mill  to 
resist  any  attack  that  might  have  been  made  up 
Hasel  Boik  The  Eighth  and  Seventh  regiments 
arrived  in  tine  to  assist  in  repelling  a  heavy 
assault  made  on  the  left  at  quarter  to  three  p.  M. 
The  Third  and  Seventh  regiments  suffered  se- 
verely while  getting  into  position,  eepeeially  the 
former.  Colonel  Nance,  LieutenantpColonel  Kuth- 
erford,  Majf»  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers, 
and  Nance,  were  shot  down  in  succession,  Cap- 
tain Samnwra  killed,  the  others  more  or  less 
dangerously  wonnded,  leaving  the  rcffiment  under 
the  coounaBd  of  Captain  Jonn  K.  G.  Nance,  as- 
sisted by  Tiinntnnsnt  Doby,  aid-de-eamp  of  Gen- 
eral Ketahaar.  Colonel  Nanoe,  although  badly 
wounded,  declinod  being  nmoved  at  the  time, 
and  eonliaued  to  eneonrage  and  direct  his  men, 
and,  after  he  was  removed  mA.  to  Marye's  house, 
ordered  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position, 
where  the  men  wonld  be  leas  ezpoeed,  and  sent 
directions  to  have  them  re-supphed  with  ammu- 
nition. In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  deployed 
in  a  ravine,  which  waa  between  us  and  the  citv, 
and  distant  about  three  or  four  hundred  yaios 
from  tiie  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with  firesh 
columns  to  the  attadu  at  Intervals  of  not  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with 
ease,  and  driven  back  with  much  loss,  en  every 
occasion.  This  oontinued  tlntil  about  half  past 
four  r.  v.,  when  the  enemy  ceased  in  their  as- 
saults fbr  a  time,  and  posting  some  aitfllery  in 
front  of  the  town  en  the  left  of  the  telegraph 
road,  opened  on  our  position,  doing  but  Uttle 
damage.  The  batteries  of  Colonel  Walton,  on 
Marye's  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent,  having  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition,  and  they  were  OKeing 
relieted  |^  others  horn  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion. Taking  advantage  of  the  hill,  the  Fif- 
teenth South  Carolina  (Colonel  Be  Saussure)  was 


brotight  forward  from  the  cemetery,  and  posted 
behind  the  stone  wall,  supporting  the  Second 
Sou^  Carolina  regiment  The  enemy,  in  the 
mean  while,  ibrmed  a  strong  column  of  attack, 
and  advanced  under  cover  of  their  own  artillery, 
and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  came  forwara 
along  our  whole  front,  in  the  most  determined 
manner  $  but  they  were  repulsed  at  all  points. 
The  Mng  ceased  as  night  came  on,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy 
were  posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six  9.  X.,  the  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment was  brought  from  the  hill,  and  posted  on 
the  left  of  PhiKps's  Cteorgia  legion,  where  it  was 
reheved  1^  General  Kemper,  with  a  portion  of 
his  brigade,  about  sevA  p.  v.,  and  was  then 
ordered  in  reserve  by  General  Kershaw,  because 
of  its  previotis  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  officer, 
was  fbund  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  stone 
wall,  and  other  single  bodies  were  scattered  at 
increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the 
dead  lay  thiekly  strewn  over  the  ground  ht  some- 
thing over  one  hundred  vards  off,  and  extending 
to  the  ravine,  commencing  at  the  point  where 
our  men  would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to 
approach  before  opening  fire,  and  beyond  which 
no  organized  body  of  men  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy  were  in  position 
behind  the  declivities  in  fVont,  but  the  opera- 
tions on  both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

On  tne  fifteenth  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  constructed  rifle-pits  on  the  edse  of 
the  ravine  j  but  nothing  of  interest  occurrea  dur- 
ing the  day.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Semmes  on  the  niffht  of  that  day, 
against  the  wisfaesi  however,  of  Colonel  McMil- 
lan, eommanding  Cobb'«  brigade,  who  objected 
to  relinquishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On 
the  sixteenth,  Tuesday  morning,  as  the  fbg  lifted, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  being  sent  out,  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river,  re- 
moving their  bridges.  The  town  was  re-occupied 
by  two  regiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and 
a  number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  were  taken. 
^  Captain  Cuthbert,  of  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina regiment,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  and 
did  good  service  in  annoying  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  as  their  columns  aavanced  to  the  attack. 
His  loss  was  considerabla 

When  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  sent  to 
the  front,  its  nlace  along  the  main  line  of  defence 
was  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  oooupied  Uie 
rieht  flank  of  the  troops  at  the  foot  of^Marye's 
Hill,  along  Haeel  Run,  and  was  of  essential  ser- 
vice. 

The  Llevtenant-General  was,  however,  over- 
looking tiie  movements  of  all,  arid  every  order 
waa  issued  under  his  supervision.  The  presence 
of  himself  and  the  General-in-Chief  inspired  the 
troops  and  rendered  them  invincible.  The  very 
great  enthusiasm  and  ardent  desire  for  the  enemy 
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to  advance  which  axisted  and  was  evident  among 
all,  offic^jrs  and  men,  could  not  be  enrpassed. 
And,  when  it  was  discovered,  on  the  sixteenth, 
that  the  enemy  had  retired,  theie  was  $sk  univer- 
sal eiq>res8ion  of  disappointment 

The  artillery  along  tne  heists,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Colonel  £L  C.  CabeU,  ehief  of  artft- 
lery,  and  his  subordinate,  M^or  HamillDn,  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flaiuL  whenever  the  col- 
umn advanced,  with  such  effect  as  to  always  foee 
them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to  kidtiie  te  their 
right  under  dielter  of  ravines  and  lisin^  ground, 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  retire,  which 
had  come  forward  on  the  right,  and  was  of  mate- 
rial assistance  in  checking  the  advanee  of  tiieir 
troops,  which  w«re  thstatening  the  centre.  I 
refer  you  to  the  spedal  report  of  Colonel  Cd)ell 
in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  artillery. 

The  country  and  the  army  have  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  Bri^p^r-General  Thomas  R.  K  Cobb, 
who  fell  while  ia  poation  with  his  brigade,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field  while  his  men  were 
repulsing  the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He 
had  but  lately  been  promoted  to  a  brigade,  and 
his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the 

frofession  of  arms,  and  his  control  over  his  men, 
have  never  seen  surpassed.  Our  country  has 
lost  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both 
in  the  council  and  the  field. 

My  Aid*^e-camp,  Captain  H.  L.  King,  was 
killed  on  Marye's  Hill,  pierced  with  five  balls, 
while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier-General 
Cobb.  He  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer 
and  gentleman,  and  had  already  distinguish^ 
himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, as  he  had  done  in  all  the  other 
engagements  when  on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.  Tucker,  my  other  Aid-de- 
camp, was  badly  wounded,  while  bearing  one  of 
my  orders.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
daring  and  gallantry. 

The  servipes  (^  my  Adjutant-General,  Mi^ot 
James  M.  Ooggin,  were  unportant  and  distin- 
guished, as  they  have  been  always. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  members  of 


my  staff.  Major  McLaws  and  Mi^or  Edwards, 
for  their  assistance ;  to  Lieutenant  Edwards, 
ordnance  oiRoer,  who  wss  active  and  efficient  in 
supplying  ammunition  to  the  troops ;  and  to 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
been  engaged  day  and  n^ht,  freqnentiy  aH  night, 
m  streagthening  iIm  diiferent  pK>8itions,  and  on 
aU  oocaskms  mm  very  devoted  and  prompt  m  the 
disdiarge  of  his  dnties^ 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  Twmtf4batih  Geer- 
gta,  who  sncceeded  to  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  dming 
the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Marye^s  Hill, 
behaved  with  diatingaiBhed  gtdjnntry  and  coolness. 

Oeneral  Barksdw  commanded  his  ffee  briesde 
as  it  should  have  been  oommanded,  and  added 
new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  mery  olinr  pre- 
vious battle-flekL 

I  call  attention  to  the  oofsduet  ef  Qenerai  Ker- 
shaw, who,  after  the  ftiU  (^  General  Co^,  com- 
manded the  troops  about  Marye's  Mtt,  composed 
of  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  Genend  Cobb. 
He  possesses  military  talente  of  a  high  order, 
and  unites  with  them  that  self-pov^ession  and 
daring  gallantry  which  endears  mm  to  his  eom- 
mand,  and  inspires  a  confidence  which  bat  in- 
creases as  the  aanger  grows  more  imminent 

My  Inspecl^-Generd,  Major  Costin,  was  par- 
ticularly active  and  distinguished  in  leading 
troops  into  position  and  carrying  orders,  fre- 
quently under  the  hottest  fire,  and  Ibr  his  close 
attention  to  all  his  duties. 

The  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  ac- 
tuall]^  engaged ;  but,  under  his  supervision,  the 
position  he  commanded  was  strongly  fortified, 
and  his  men  were  well  prepared  and  eager  for 
the  fight  under  his  leadership. 

Surgeon  Gilmon,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division, 
had  his  field  hospittd  in  readiness,  and  his  arrange- 
ments were  so  complete  that  there  was  no  deten- 
tion or  unaecestoary  sufl^ng  of  fht  wounded,  and 
those  who  could  not  remain  in  camp  were  sent 
at  o&ce  to  the  hosnitsis  in  Richmond. 

The  loss  of  kiDed,  wotmded  and  missing,  in 
my  command,  was  as  follows :  — 
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Kershaw's  Brigade  . 

Barkadale*8  Brigade . 
Cobb's  Brigade  .  .  . 
Semme**  Bv^gaas  .  . 
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I  One  miseiag,sop90Md  to  bare  been  kUied 
>     while  the  regunent  was  on  picket. 


I  enclose  reports  of  the  several  brigade  com- 
manders, with  du)se  of  their  respective  regimen- 
tal and  battalion  commanders,  excepting  General 
Barksdale,  who,  receiving  a  leave  of  absence, 
went  away  without  rendering  his  report ;  those 


of  his  regimental  commanders  are,  however,  en- 
closed. 


Very  respectfhlly, 


L.  McLaws, 
Mi\)or>Qeacrttl. 
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Headquarters  Divifiiox,    I 
Camp  hear  Fbedbbicrbbubo,  Ta.,  Dee.  20, 1802.  { 

Firat  Carps  A.  N.  V.: 

Sir:  I  bin-e  the  homat  to  submit  tbe  following 
report  of  sy  divum  during  *tlie  several  dayr 
operstioaa  before  Fredericksbuig,  commencing  on 
tne  eleveolfa  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  tbe  dirision  took 
position  about  six  hundred  yards  in  fear  of  our 
batteries,  which  were  upon  Marye's  and  Willis's 
BiUs»  and  «t  tiw  time  ocoapied  by  the  Washing- 
ton aitfllery.  About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to 
tbe  Telegraph  road,  a  little  in  rear  of  where  Gen- 
eral Loi^istreet  hod  his  headquarters  during  the 
day.  At  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  it  retook  the  position 
of  the  voming,  Cooke's  l»%ade  being  advanced 
to  within  two  himdred  vards  of  our  batteries,  and 
the  Twenty-finirth  N<nth  Carolina,  of  my  brigade, 
was  pUsed  in  a  ditch  oh  the  left,  and  in  the  pro- 
longation of  Cobb's  brigade,  which  occupied  the 
Telegaph  road  in  firont  of  Marye's  and  Willis's 
hills.  The  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  rested  on  the 
plank  road.  My  batteries  remained  in  rear  of 
thediviaioa. 

On  the  twelflh  there  was  no  change  except  the 
placing  of  three  long-range  guns  from  Cooper's 
DQttery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  riffht  of  tbe 
Telegraph  road.  During  these  two  £iy8  occa- 
sional sh^  from  the  enemy's  guns  burst  among 
and  near  the  troops,  but  there  were  few  or  no 
injuries. 

About  half  past  eleven  oVlock  A.  M.,  on  the 
thirteenth,  large  numbers  of  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  irom  ti&e  town  by  the  enemy,  and  it 
soon  bscaaw  evideat  that  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  take  our  batteries,  which  I  was  support- 
ing. Cooke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
crest  of  Marye^s  and  Willis's  Hills,  which  was  done 
in  fine  style.  By  this  time  the  enemy  backed  his 
skirmishers  with  a  compact  line,  and  advanced 
towsids  the  hills ;  but  the  Washington  artillerv 
and  a  weft-directed  fire  from  Cobb's  and  Cookers 
brigades  drove  them  quicklv  back  to  their  shelter 
in  toe  town*  Bnt  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
another  Ime  was  formed  W  the  enemy,  he  all  the 
while  keeping  up  a  brisk  nre  with  sharpshooters. 
This  Hne  advanced  with  the  utmost  determination, 
and  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of 
our  Hne  j  bvt  tiie  whole  were  forced  to  retire  in 
wildcoBfesien  before  the  tdifigfire  of  otfr  small 
anns  at  such  short  range. 

During  thss  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments, 
being  badly  exposed,  (for  there  were  then  no 
rifle-pits  OB  the  Mis,)  were  thrown  into  the  road 
with  CobVs  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there 
was  a  eessatioB  of  fire;  but  we  were  not  kept 
^ong  in  expectancy.  The  enemy  now  seemed  de- 
termined to  reach  our  position,  and  formed,  vp- 
psrently,  a  triple  line.  Observing  this  movement 
OQ  his  part,  I  brought  up  the  three  regiments  of 
^7  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
crest  of  the  hills,  and  pushed  forward  the  Twenty- 
fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers  to  the  crest.    Thei 


enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the  charge 
heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  our  ar- 
tillery and  small  arms  with  wonderful  stanch- 
ness.  On  they  came  to  within  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifly  paces  of  our  line ;  but  nothing 
could  Hve  before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled 
at  them  from  this  distance.  Thev  momentarily 
wavered,  broke,  and  rushed  headlong  from  the 
field.  A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the 
rest,  lingered  under  cover  of  some  fences  and  * 
houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering  but 
well-directed  fire.  The  Twenty-fifth  North  Caro- 
lina volunteers  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  just 
in  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  at 
most  deadly  range,  and  then  took  position«  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  with  Cobb's  and  uooke's  men  in 
the  road. 

During  this  attack,  the  gallant  Bri«tdier-Gen- 
eral  Cobb  was  mortally  wounded,  axid  almost  at 
the  same  instant  Brigadier-Genexal  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  Hall, 
Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  sycceeded 
to  the  command  of  his  brigade.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received, 
the  enemy  brought  out  fresh  and  increased 
numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  might,  by 
mere  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  de- 
termined to  meet  him  with  every  man  at  my  dis- . 
posal,  and  started  in  person  to  place  the  remain- 
ing two  regiment  of  my  brigade.  Just  at  this 
instant,  Brigadier-General  Aiershaw  dashed,  on 
horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his  regiments, 
up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Teleu^raph  road, 
and  near  the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  fight  imme- 
diately at  Marye's  house.  A  second  regiment 
from  nis  brigade  followed  and  tookposiuon  in 
rear  of  and  near  the  graveyard  on  Willis's  Hill, 
and  remained  there.  I  now  advanced  my  regi- 
ments, and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of 
Marye's  house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a 
little  more  retired.  With  his  increased  numbers  the 
enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their  fire 
until  It  would  be  fatally  effective ;  meantime,  our 
artillery  was  spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the 
enemy^s  ranks.  StiU  he  advanced  and  received 
the  destructive  fire  of  our  line ;  even  more  reso- 
lute than  before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly, 
to  press  on ;  but  his  efforts  could  avail  nothing. 
At  length,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the 
whole  mass  turned  and  fled  to  the  very  centre  of 
the  town.  At  this  time,  I  sent  my  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  road  to  ascertafai  tne  condition  of 
the  troo|^  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand.  His  report  was  trulj  gratifying,  repre- 
senting the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abundance 
of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigade 
to  be  supplied  from  my  wagons. 

The  afternoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  &p- 
peared  that  the  enemy  would  not  again  renew  ms 
attempts  to  carry  our  position.  Again,  however, 
an  effort,  more  leeble  than  those  which  had  pre- 
ceded, was  made  to  push  his  .troops  over  the 
bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain.^  The  sun  was 
down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy 
from  view,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  there 
would  be  no  further  movement,  at  least  toward 
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the  point  we  held ;  but  the  frequent  and  deter- 
mined assaults  he  had  made  would  not  permit  me 
to  despise  either  his  courage  or  his  hardihood, 
and  thinking  that,  as  a  last  alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I 
massed  my  little  command  so  as  to  meet  such  an 
attack  with  all  the  power  we  were  capable  of  ex- 
erting. Instead,  bowever,  of  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  small  ai'ms,  and  «t  snort  range,  upon  my 
whole  line.  This  last  desperate  and  maddened 
attack  met  the  same  fate  which  had  befallen  those 
which  preceded,  and  his  hosts  were  sent,  actually 
howling,  back  to  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attack,  Brig- 
adier-General Kemper  had  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade.  With  two  of  his  regiments  I  relieved 
the  Twmtf4onTth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
which  had  oeen  in  the  ditch  two  days,  and  placed 
the  others  in  close  supporting  distance  at  the 
crest  of  the  hilL 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy's  artillery 
had  not  ceased  to  play  upon  us ;  but  our  batteries 
took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their  fire  and  using 
it  against  the  enemy's  infantij,  as  it  would  foAn 
and  advance,  with  extraordinary  efifect  Thus 
ended  the  fiehting  in  front  of  Fredericksburg. 

By  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  had  put 
the  whole  of  his  brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me 
word  he  could  hold  it  I  was  satisfied  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  day- 
light, and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred 
yards,  and  permitted  it  to  rest  At  this  time  of 
night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  battery  of  long- 
range  guns  to  Major  Gamett.  The  three  gims 
of  Cooper's,  at  Howison's  house,  were  sent,  and 
they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from  Branch's 
battery. 

Until  about  four  p.  M.,  on  the  thirteenth,  the 
Washington  artillerv  had  served  in  the  batteries, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion, and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of 
his  guns  wkh  twelve-pounder  howitzers  from  my 
batteries.  ^  During  the  day,  only  three  of  my 
guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howi- 
son  house.  I  am  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
captain  that  they  did  good  service,  both  in  the 
du-ection  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the 
right 

On  the  fourteenth  little  of  moment  occurred. 
The  enemy  annoyed  us  by  an  unceasing  fire  from 
sharpshooters,  but  did  little  injury.  Early  on 
that  night,  I  was  directed  to  return  Keniper's 
brigade  to  General  Pickett  It  was  replaced  by 
my  own»  Before  ^ylight,  orders  came  to  relieve 
Jenkins's  bngade,  on  ^  right  of  the  Telegraph 


road,  which  I  had  now  wm  my  own«  an( 
latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and  one  reguneat 
from  Featherston'Si  which  was  immediately  on 
my  left 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth,  large 
numbers  of  infantry  were  seen  collecting  in  tne 
town,  and  the  sharpshooters  agun  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colonel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant 
Branch,  the  latter  having  charge  of  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer  and  a  Napoleon  which  Colonel 


A.  had  sent  me,  by  a  few  well-directed  shells  dis- 
persed the  infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the 
sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the-moming  of  the  sixteendi, 
Brigadier-General  Jenkinsy  with  his  txngode,  ze- 
ported  to  me,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commendation  cannot  be  bestoved' 
uj^on  the  troo]>s  under  my  couunond^  owi  those 
01  other  corps  who  came  under  my  obaarvotioa; 
and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  mOb  to  mention 
some,, at  least*  of  the  latter,  xbe  unwofenng 
firmness  evinced  throughout*  by  all«  iaise«  them 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  fidd,  on  the  thirteeuUv  presented  the  un- 
precedented spectacle  of  a  fierce  battle  raging,  aod 
not  a^  straggler  from  the  ranks. 

Brigadier-General  Cooke  was  wounded  Mdjr  u 
the  action,  but  handled  hit  tcoops  wdl* 

Brigadier-General  Kemper  come  upon  the  field 
late,  but  in  the  handsomest  style,  under  a  d^ 
ling  fire,  moved  his  command  into  position  wUk 
the  greatest  alacrity  and  steadinesa,  anc^  during 
this  time,  lost  a  few  killed  and  quite  a  number 
wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disnaro^e  anv,  I  cannot  fail  to 
mention  the  splendid  and  dashing  actiouof  the 
Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bryson  commanding,  in  goiQg  into 
battle. 

Though  no  part  of  my  command,  I  will  not  psss 
over  the  already  famous  Washington  artillery. 
Its  gallantnr  and  efficiency  are  above  praise. 

^  Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brou^t  in 
his  battalion  admirably,  and  relieved  the  wash- 
io^n  artillery  under  a  hot  fire. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  port  taken 
by  the  long-range  guns  of  my  batteries ;  but,  from 
the  commanders'  reports,  th^^  did  good  oervioe, 
both  in  the  direction  of  Fredfricksbux^andmore 
to  the  right  of  ouf  lines.  LieutenoiU  Branch,  in 
charge  of  the  two  pieces  above  mentioaed,  han- 
dled them  beautifuUv. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  Twenty-fouxth 
North  CaroUna  volunteers,  was  sever^y  woiuided* 
I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct,  and  do  one 
more  highly  merits  promotion* 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  gallantry 
of  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Captom  Thom- 
as Howland,  and  volunteer  Aid,  Dc  }i.  L  Dam, 
deserve  my  wannest  commendation.  They,  three 
times  each  during  the  day,  traverse  the  entii-e 
front  of  mv  lin^  descending  and  xetuxning  firom 
the  road,  thus  six  tioAea  running  the  gantlet  of  s 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  lieiiteaont  B.  A.  Thorn, 
ordnance  officer  for  division,  for  his  devotion  and 
energ}%  Whatever  might  have  been  Um  duration 
of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have 
been  had,  1  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be 
supplied.  After  the  bottle,  be  collected  about  two 
thousand  small  arms. 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp  Bzodnax  rendered 
valuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  notice  the 
splendid  dash  of  General  Kershaw  and  his  sti£ 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  bat- 


Digitizediby 


Google 


BOCUHSMTfi. 


103 


teiy,  I  beliere*  called  the  Donelson  artflltty,  by 
direction  of  Captain  Latrobe,  Amistant  Adjutant 
and  Inapector-^Oeaemlf  took  hi*  piece  from  nehlad 
the  epanlemeol  in  older  to  dislodge  a  body  of  th£ 
enemy  spoo  vhoa  the  battery  eotttd  not  play. 
Most  offuLtMaliy  he  performed  this  aerrice,  but, 
in  doing  ao^  lost  ee^wal  ef  Us  men  and  had  his 
piece  diaabtod,  Mia  oondaet  waa  admiimble^  for, 
during  tiie  time,  be  waa  expoaed  to  a  dhreot  fire 
of  six  and  «■  fJMnde  fire  of  four  guna. 

With  eadness,  ira  monni  the  loss  of  many  gal- 
lant men ;  bmt  I  wfll  pny  a  apeeial  trflnite  to  the 
intrepid  G«nenl  Oobb,  who  mil,  mortally  wound- 
ed, in  the  miilst  of  faia  men,  while  nobly  defend- 
ing our  rightoowa  eaoao.  Hk  brigade,  throughout 
the  day,  remamad  at  tim  post  of  honor,  in  the 
front  llM. 

Among  those  who  M,  and  those  of  his  com- 
rades who  lament  his  loss,  there  was  not  one 
more  meriterions  than  tiie  modest,  but  brave  and 
manlv,  Miyor  Kelly,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  North 
Carolina  volunteers. 

To  two  of  my  couiiers,  private  Devam,  Twenty- 
fourth,  and  private  Hood,  Thirty-sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for  their 
devotion,  gallantry,  and  intelligence,  during  the 
several  <kyB. 

i  herawith  eaeloae  a  complete  list  of  the  casu- 
alties in  my  division  |  in  the  agpregate,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the  killed.  Before  the  town  there 
were  not  engaged,  all  told,  on  our  part,  more 
than  five  thoiisimd.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
exactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  op- 
posed to  OS.  From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  certain 
that  att  oi  (Swmner^  grand  division  and  part  of 
Heokei's  wcare  brought  againat  the  position. 
Among  ihsae  can  bo  named,  specially,  Hancock's 
sad  Wfaip^e  division,  the  Irish  brigade,  and  the 
whole  of  the  regular  infontry  of  the  old  United 
States  snay,  the  latter  under  Sykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  most  have  been  very 
large.  Bach  of  the  ni^its  of  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large  numbers. 
On  T^wsday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the 
sUin  lay  in  many  ptaeee  piled  np  on  each  other. 
As  I  mideratand  mi  aooorate  count  of  those 
buried  has  been  made,  I  will  not  hasard  an  opin- 
ioass  ta  the  real  nomber  hilled.  The  haivoo  was 
appiiiingk  I  am,  sir,  vcty  respectfully, 
Yoor  oliedient  servant, 

R.  Ransom,  Xr., 
^Q— sai  eommsndlag  Divtrton. 


S£POBT  OJ  MAJOS-GKIIEEAL  HOOD. 

ViwwMem  HRAmHTAirrBna,  hear  ) 
FaanjsKLCxsBURa,  Va.    ) 

SiB;  I  haise  the  heaor  to  aubmdt  the  following 
nport  el  the  partiamation  of  my  command,  oom- 
P|wed  of  the  Texas  hrioade,  Brigadier-General  J. 
B.  Bobenton  commanding ;  Law's  brigade,  Brig- 
adtcr-Qeneial  £.  M.  Law  eommanding;  Ander- 
ton's  brioade,  Brigadier-Oeneial  O.  T.  Anderson 
«»maittiding}  Toombs's  brigade,  Colonel  H.  L. 
Beiming  eommanding,  and  Aeilly's,  Baohman's, 
and  Gardner's  battenes,  in  the  battle  of  Freder- 


iokabttig,  December  thirteenth,  1862,  and  opera- 
tions in  oonnection  therewith : 

In  obedienoe  to  instructions  ttom  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General  commanding,  on  hearing  the  signal 
gnns,  about  two  9'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
Seventh  December,  I  immediately  formed  my 
command  and  moved  into  position  along  the  crest 
of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr.  Reynolds's  house 
to  near  the  railroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the 
Bowling  Green  road  with  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers.  Soon  afterwards,  I  pushed  forward 
about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy 
in  his  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  at  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run. 
This  party  was  nnable,  however,  to  effect  the  de- 
sired object,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  not 
aflbrding  shelter  to  the  men  within  rifle  range  of 
the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported,  near  dark, 
that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  immediately  below  the  mouth  <u  Deep  Run, 
and  in  my  front,  I  increased  my  force  in  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmish- 
ers to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding 
officer  to  hold  the  road.  The  enemy  commenced 
crossing  infantry  and  artillery  at  dark,  and  con- 
tinued^doin^  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same 
time  deploymg  to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr. 
Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indicating  his 
intention  to  attack  our  right. 

During  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers 
back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  was  relieved  by  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Lientenant-General  oonuuanding,  re- 
lieved General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discovering 
a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  the 
railroad,  I  detached  two  companies  from  Toombs's 
and  one  company  from  Law's  origade,  and,  without 
loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
diree  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark.  General 
Pickett  reoccupted  bis  original  position  ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  (h>m  the  Lieutenaut- 
General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command 
baek  to  my  original  position,  with  orters  to  co- 
operate with  A.  P.  Hill's  or  any  other  troops  of 
General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  thirteenth,  during  the  engagement  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  defiled  fVom  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Run, 
and,  forming  Ime  of  battle,  advanced,  driving 
oar  skirmishers  from  and  occupying  the  railroad. 
Two  of  Brigadier-General  Law^s  regiments,  the 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  God- 
win commanding,  and  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  eommandfaig,  were 
thrown  forward,  the  Fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
gallant  style  drove  the  enemy  ttom  the  position 
he  had  gained,  following  him  np  to  within  three 
hundred  yarda  of  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and 
punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with 
the  Fourth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  snpport,  held 
the  railroad  until  darit,  when  toey  were  rdieved 
by  other  troops  ttom  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  of^  it  until  the  enemy  recrossed  the 
river,  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth. 
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As  usual,  Brigadier-Qeneral  Law  was  conspic- 
uous upon  the  neld,  acting  with  great  gallantry, 
and  had  his  horse  killed  under  nim  wnilst  per- 
sonally directing  the  movements  of  his  brigaae. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  attenr 
tion  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  both  uie  offieers 
and  men  of  the  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in 
their  charge  on  a  saperior  force  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had  gained. 
Equal  praise  is  due  the  Fifty-fourth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment.  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  command- 
ing, for  their  able  support  of  the  Fifty-seventh, 
and  especially  for  theur  display  of^ discipline  in 
changing  front  under  fire,  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  from  the  fire  of  a  force  of 
the  enemy  occuppng  Deep  Run,  below  the  rail- 
road, to  which  tney  became  exposed  in  oonse- 


qnenoe  of  their  pursuit  of  the  force  they  had 
dislodged.  Indeed,  I  oannot  in  jostioe  omit  to 
mention  the  beanag  and  aMBale  of  my  entire 
command  during  Ui»  time  the  aiiamy  wns  in  ear 
front,  as  evidenced  by  their  netneet  desire  to  be 
led  to  battle  and  their  awienee  etett  tkmet,  as, 
to  the  beat  of  «y  knowledge^  ao^  a  singfe  ettocr 
or  man  kft  ranke  withwit  ftrofur  nutkaiiry 

The  nembera  oi  my  sieff  weii^  as  wntX,  et 
their  nosta,  and  xealoua  ia  the  diaefaavgs  of 
every  outy  devolving  upon  thii.  Be4ew  w3k  be 
found  asuBunary  of  tneraenakies  of  m^  Bamwawd, 
For  forther  particukis,  attention  m  called  to 
aocompanyinff  reperts  of  brigade  < 

I  am»  Miyor,  vetv  reopeetfiiyy, 
Your  obeoaant  eetveaty 
J.  B. 
JUafor-QioaBal*  SQSiuMUMfii^ 
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BBPORT  OP  HAJOR-QBKBRAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

Hbadqvartkrs  Division,  Deoember  24, 1882. 
Captain  A.  8.  Pendldon,  A.  A,  Q. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  my  eommand  around  Fredericksburg. 
On  the  third  December  my  division  was  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yan- 
kees at  or  near  that  point.  Four  Yankee  gun- 
boats were  then  lying  opposite  the  town.  Kifle- 
pits  were  eonstrueted  aoove  the  town  on  the 
night  of  the  fourth^  to  prevent  the  pirates  from 
ascending ;  and  Hardaway's  Whitworth  gun  was 
placed  on  Jack's  Hill,  some  three  miles  below  the 
town,  and  his  remaining  two  ^ns,  with  Oeurter's 
Parrott's,  were  placed  on  the  hill  due  webt  of  the 
town.  Hardaway  opened  upon  the  gunboats 
about  three  o'clock,  on  the  fifth  instimt.  Finding 
the  fire  too  hot  for  them,  they  fl^  bad^  to  town, 
where  they  were  shelun^  from  CaKer's  five. 
Hardaway  continned  to  ])elt  them ;  and,  to  stop 
his  fire,  (as  i«  aupposed,)  the  rufiiana  comaeneed 
shelling  the  town,  fiiH  of  women  and  diildren. 
The  town  was  partially  destroyed,  but  a  merciftil 
God  kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants. 
A  dog  was  killed  and  a  negro  wounded ;  no  other 
living  being  was  injured.  Finding  that  Harda* 
way's  fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fled  down 
the  river.  But  now  a  worse  fate  awaited  them 
than  a  distant  cannonade.  The  gallant  Major 
Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  had 
a  section  of  artillery  immediately  on  the  htaik  of 


the  river,  and  gave  them  a  pactiag  aekite.  fie 
was  greeted  with  grape  and  canistei^end  had  ene 
man  killed.  There  were  no  oaeuaUiea  at  my  be»> 
teries.  From  Yankee  80iisoea«  we  leeiifeed  tlm 
the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twen^  weniadeA 
Whether  thev  over-estimated  or  undar-estimaled 
their  loss,  I  do  not  know.  Tbof  aometimm  Urn  on 
one  side,  and  sometimes  on  eAother.  hi  a  few 
days,  the  pirates  returned  aa  hi^  as  Port  Ta» 

bago,  with  five  more  of  their  thM¥iak  «r ^ 

Eleven  rifle  guns  of  Coloa^  firoiwae'e 
artillery  and  all  my  division  battenee  wo 
down  to  the  river,  under  cover  ef  a  ihaee  4o§, 
and,  when  it  lifted,  were  cqieaed  upon  llaea. 
The  firing  was  bad*  exee|^  fre«  tbe  Wbkmmih, 
and  it  soon  drove  then  under  eofer  of  a  tlMek 
growth  of  woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  We 
have  learned,  from  the  same  respectable  Yankee 
source,  that  three  of  the  piralee  w«e  atruck,  one 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain  was  killed  and 
four  or  five  other  thieves  knocked  on  the  bead. 
We  had  no  casualties.  Jueft  before  sundown,  on 
the  twelfth  inetant,  I  reoeived  an  order  to  mar^ 
that  night  to  FrederieksbiHr^  as  tbe  YaiiieoB 
were  expected  to  attack  Ooaeral  Lee  tbe  nect 
day.  A  portion  of  my  ooBMnand  was  tiwenty-^wa 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  nuMt  of  teas  frwn 
eighteen  to  twenty.  We  began  oar  Meteb  bbbm* 
diately,  and  proceeded  until  we  were  stopped  hf 
encountering  General  Eari3r's  oohimn,  eosae  three 
miles  from  Hamilton's  C^ossmg.  We  waited  until 
daylight,  and  then  followed  Ueneral  Early.    Hie 


Digitized^by 


Google 


DOCTTUENTS. 


105 


livinon  war  pkoed  in  tile  seoond  fine,  bekind 
general  A.  P.  Hili^  and  my  divinMi  in  the  thifd 
ine.  behind  Geaexmifitfif.  We  randaed  k  th«t 
)ositton  until  nomiy  ivfaen  Ae  di^Mon  vaa  oiw 
lered  on  the  wtti  we  ligfct  to  meet  a  fkA  neve- 
nent  ci  the  Tankaee,  wider  Oeneril  I>eMbleday. 
tVe  were,  hewefw,  eeen  uwiwid  btHk*  as  Donble- 
lay  did  not  ndwrnee,  and  enr  frent  linei 
}enenl  A.  F«  HM,  liad  been  breken. 
laAy  pushed  fotiwud  and  reeeiveied  the  lost 
;roaDd,  and  my  di^iwim  le<^  Eeriy's  petition. 
Ay  diTinon  arifllery  and  the  veaerre  artifleryv 
LDder  Colenel  Brown,  (tempogarily  nnder  my 
omraand,)  «we  eent  tofvwd  in  im  ef^emoen 

0  reiieve  the  ba<ileriea  whlflh  had  been  engaged 
Q  the  morning;  Ue  leMeyiny  batteriee  haye 
)een  highly  eemmended  far  gawmt  and  efleetive 
errice.  Ceptaine  Garter,  Hmhiway,  Bpndnrant, 
?Tjf  and  Page  wnve  eonafiiemmi  here,  ae  every- 
rhere,  for  gaJhtttry  and  alneiity  in  the  diaehaiffe 
)f  duty.    Tuwnda  snndown,  on  the  tidrteenth, 

1  general  adranee  ef  oar  Mnes  waa  oideiedt  nie- 
«ded  by  ve^Hmry.  Artillery  oAoera  vere  called 
or  to  Tolunlaer  fcr  tliia  huardoua  duty.  Cap- 
ain  Bondarant  «nd  lientenanta  Pendleton  and 
barter,  of  my  di-viaion,  Tohmteered  and  brought 
)ut  their  batleiiea.  The  anawerinff  reply  of  the 
f ankee  artilleryte  ean  waa  ao  rapid  and  oonatant 
hat  the  adtanee  wm  haltad  before  onr  coiumna 
tmerged  from  the  voods  to  view. 

On  the  foorteenih  inatant,  Oenerala  Early  and 
faiiaferro  ocftupiad  the  front  line,  my  dinaion 
he  seeond  Uoe,  nnd  General  A.  P.  Hill  the  third. 
The  Yankeea,  hmving  been  terribly  thmahed  the 
hy  before,  were  qaieaeent  on  the  fourteenth. 
They  had  eetabliahed  tfaemaehrea  in  a  hedge-mv, 
lud  had  it  lined  «ilik  arcfllepy.  Hardaway  ^t 
I  position,  Mb  kia  Wfaitverth  gwi,  from  which 
le  could  enffinde  the  Kne.  He  drate  out  all  their 
)atteries,  and  mnde  tiiem  leave  at  a  gaUop.  I 
hink  that  hie  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General 
3ayard,  as  no  etk«r  of  onr  gmia  oould  carry  ao 
ar  as  to  the  noint  where  M  waa  atmck.  At 
>  ppenriUe,  on  Neivember  aecond,  thta  gun  pat  to 
light  two  Yankee  batteriee,  and  cayalry  and  ar- 
iilery,  at  the  diatanee  of  three  milea  and  a  half. 
jrimes'a  brignde  eecunied  the  eitreme  right  ot 
m  front  line  en  the  night  of  the  thirteenth,  and 
leld  the  aame  peritkm  for  ^m  next  two  daya. 
This  brigade  alee  fkndaked  a  hundred  aharp- 
hooters  to  anpport  Btaarl,  and  theee  were  eon- 
tantly  skirmifllnng  with  the  Ymkeee  during  the 
burteenth  and  Aeedlk*     Celonei  Eetea,  with 


us  regiment,  Feaff-fanilh  Oeorgm,  IMee'e  bri- 
,'ade,  waa  abo  eent  to  enppoft  Stuart  on  the 
light  of  the  tkkteenlh,  and  remained  with  him 
miil  the  fifteenth.  Theae  advance  troopa,  to- 
,'ether  with  tke  akiimirtefe  thrown  oat  from  eadi 
)rigade  when  on  ^  aArance  Kne,  were  the  only 
)ortions  of  my  diyiaion  ae^yely  engaged  with 
he  Yankeea*  My  divirien  reneyea  Oenerala 
Barly  and  Talteferro  before  day  on  the  fifteenth, 
md  remained  all  day  in  the  adranoe.  Miyor 
Jones's  battalion,  of  my  ^yifion  artillery,  waa 
)laced  on  our  left  flank.  The  Yankeea  were 
musually  placid  on  the  fifteenth.    The  only  firing 


worthy  of  notice  was  from  some  dozen  or  twenty 
pieeea  on  the  other  aide  of  the  river,  attempting 
to  dialodge  Haidaway  from  hia  enfilading  posi- 
tion. He,  howeyer,  lay  quietly  on  hia  atraw-rick, 
losing  at  tiiem  irith  hia  gnaa,  and  only  firing 
when  he  eould  make  his  ahot  telL  Aa  the  day 
of  the  fifteenth  wore  an«y  without  a  fig^t,  the 
diyimon,  with  the  exception  of  the  adyance  de- 
taohmenta,  not  havinff  drawn  trigger,  applied  to 
Lieutenant-Ganeral  Jackson  to  remain  one  day 
longer  on  the  front  line.  Thia  request  was 
granted.  At  daylight,  our  nickets  were  thrown 
forward,  and  the  enemy  fbnna  to  be  gone*  Bum- 
aide  had  changed  his  base.  We  captured  two 
hundred  and  ninehr-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets 
and  stragglers,  and  gathered  up  between  three 
and  four  thonaand  excellent  rifles  and  muskets. 
I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none  of  my  troops 
drew  triner,  with  the  esoeptioaa  above  made,  we 
had  one  nundred  and  seyenty-three  oasualtiss  in 
the  division,  nearly  all  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  Yankeea. 

My  thanka  are  dne  to  all  my  staff  for  faitlifril 
and  eflicient  seryiees.  Major  J.  W.  Katehford 
and  Major  Archer  Anderson,  Adyutant4ieneral's 
staff;  Major  Jonea,  commanding  battalion  of 
artillery  ;  Captain  Carter,  Chief  of  Artillery ; 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  Signal  Ofiiceri  Lieu- 
tenant R.  H.  Morriaon,  Aid*de-eampi  Lieuten- 
ant E.  F.  Brevard,  Vdunteer  Aid ;  JUeutenanta 
Harria  and  Estelle,  Ordnance  Officara )  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Chichester,  Engmeer  Officer ;  Sergeant 
Harmeling,  commanding  the  couriera,  —  all  ren- 
dered  valuaUe  and  important  aervioe. 

I  cannot  apeak  too  ni|[hly  of  the  steadiness  of 
my  men  unoer  fire,  their  eonfidenoe  of  vietory 
and  eagerness  to  lend  thdr  efforts  to  achieve  it, 
their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatiguing  mardi  the 
night  brfore  the  battle,  and  itheir  general  subor- 
dination and  good  conduct  Under  tried  veter- 
ans as  brigade  commandeia -*  Bodes,  Colqvitt, 
Pierson,  Doles,  and  Grimea  —  I  foel  oonndent 
that  they  will  do  well  whenever  called  upon  to 
meet  the  infernal  Yankees  In  no  battle  of  the 
war  haa  the  aignal  intsrpoaition  of  God  in  our 
fovor  been  more  wonderfully  dispkyed  than  at 
Fredericksbui]g,  and  it  is  to  be  eameatly  hoped 
that  our  gratitude  will  oorrespond  in  some  de- 
gree with  His  fovor. 

BespeetfuUy  snbmitterl,     ' 

IXH.HUX, 

BKFOBT  OV  XAJOBrGEKEBAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

&SADQI7ARTBR8  A.  P.  HlLL^B  LTOflT  DlVmOV, 

Jaobbon's  OoRpa,  Camp  incAB 


Frbobkicksbubo,  Jaauarj  i,  J8S3. 
Ckyatain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  AMtiaUuU  AdjuUmt- 

Qmmral  Jaek9on*»  Corp$  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  aonor  to  snbmit  the  fol- 
lowiag  zepoit  of  the  part  taken  fay  the  Ugkt 
diviston  in  the  battle  of  Frodericksbuia : 

It  having  been  definitely  asoartabea  that  the 
enemy  had  oroased  the  Rappahannock  in  large 
force,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  December, 
I  was  directed  by  General  R.  E.  Lee,  subse- 
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quettdy  by  ^  LiKitenant-Geiiera],  also,  to  am?* 
n»r  diviiion  at  dbwn,  •■  1km  tmMih,  mod  nimm 
lifl!aj<N>Oeiierai  Hood.  laoMKanoitotlBamlei^ 
I  put  ny  tro^Mi  ia  frnkwa,  wf  firom  Kne  oe»- 
swtiog  of  two  itgJMWuts  of  BMohmbrMgb's  M* 
gade,  the  brigaiea  of  Qeacrah  Atoker,  Lsoe^ 
hmI  PMidei»  wr  miijwa  right  reathif  upon  tha 
road  laadiift'  tem  HaaMlloa^s  CVoaskig  to  tfaa 
Poit  Rofil  raadt  and  my  left  to  inthin  a  rim« 
diaiaMO  o#  Daap  Craak.  Upon  ikm  UU  cmnn 
ing  tha  light  of  my  Una,  Lieutoa{Uit^)oboat 
Lmdaay  Walkar,  my  Oiiof  of  Artillery,  had  m 
pawlipn,  «adar  his  own  imnediata  diroatioa, 
fbartaan  riia  and  Na^tofeoa  gaa^  oonpoaad  of 
tha  haHtenaa  of  P^graai  a»d  Molatoah,  utth  aao* 
tiona  firaai  the  batteries  «f  Cuanshaw,  Lathaaa^ 
and  Jahpsaa>  la— laadai  ra8Melifak_by  lian- 
teaaato  £llBtt|  Potta,  aMl  Chittex^  The  balte* 
nasaf  GMptom  DoividaoB  aad  Btntoa  (the  laMar 
oaBMMHMwd  by  lieatenaBt  Mavye)  wete  plaead 
to  OMrer  my  bfty  aboal  Mro  faaadred  yards  in 
front  of  Pender's  brigade. 

My  liB»  of  batlla,  as  thoa  fomed,  was  ftdlv 
oaa  aifta  and  a  half  ui  extent,  the  dmaion  of 
Mafoi^Ckmaiai  Hood  being  on  my  kft  Lane's 
brigade  waa  -some  ana  Iwmdred  and  fifty  yards  in 
adfansa  of  my  general  line»  the  tknber,  in  the 
skirt  of  wirieh  was  posted  his  brigade,  jutting 
ont  into  the  taw  gioimds  aame  distance  from  the 
main  body.  Along  the  mflitary  road  — a  new 
road  tnnning  in  rear  of  my  front  line  from  right 
to  kft,  ant  1^  Major-Oeneml  Hood — were  post- 
ed my  resenras,  eonaisting  of  the  remainder 
of  BrockenWaogh's  bfigada,  Fortieth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Virginia^  aa  a  aupfiort  to  Walker'a  batteries, 
OvMg'B  brWada  erossiag  the  interral  between 
Areher  and  Lana^and  Thomaa'a  brigade  the  inter- 
val between  Lane  and  Pander.  The  division 
reaaataed  aa  thua  posted  during  Fdday  and  Fri- 
day night  undiatorbed,  asaa^  by  the  ahalling 
firmn  the  enemy's  gnna. 

On  datoHlaKr '  maming,  lieotenant-Qenerd 
Jacheon  diieelad  timt  Braxton's  battery  and  two 
batteriea  *am  Brigadier  aonsral  Taliaferto's  di- 
Tision  be  pkioed  in  adyanee  of  the  railroad,  and 
Oeneial  Lena  waa  diwiatsd  to  snpport  them. 
Braatott's  batlsry  was  r^eired  by  Latimer,  a 
yenn^  iwteaaa.  Abom  ton  o^oIoml,  Satorday 
morning,  the  lifting  of  the  fog  diseoTered  to  as 
the  lines  of  tha  mammy^  dmwa  ont  in  battle  array 
on  the  low  ^unds  between  us  and  the  river, 
oorering  the  whole  of  my  front,  and  extending 
far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericksburg.  They 
were  deployed  hi  three  iines,  witb  heaTT  reserves 
behind  the  Port  Boyal  soad.  Soon  their  lines, 
aoQompaaied  bv  ten  batteries,  six  on  their  left 
and  rour  on  m  i4ght,  moved  forward  to  the 
attadu  They  had  ndvaneed  bat  a  sh<tft  dietanew , 
when,  Stoart's  horso  artillery  opening  on  them 
from  the  FM  Boyid  saad  and  eafilmMng  their 
Hnea,  the  advanea  waa  baked,  and  Ibar  af  the 
batteries  pr^f  their  aMentlon  fer  an  hoar  or  asava 
to  Mi^  PeMuMu  As  aooa  as  Pelham  aeaaed 
his  fire,  aH  their  batteries^  ri^  and  left,  opened 
a  terrific  fire  npon  the  positions  oocupied  by  my 
batteries,  and  shelled  the  woods  promiscuously. 


Theia  being  no  reply  imn  any  of  oar  batteriei, 
and  being  anaUe  to  alieit  any  ^Mooveries  from 
this  abmp  araetiea^  oeotinaad  isr  an  hoar  or 
awra»  the  aaaaace  was  again  eoandad,  and,  pre- 
eaded  by  elanda  ^  sbiraanhsia,  the  right  gtl- 
laatly  aiaared  anathss  alteaqrt.    To  aovir  dui 
udiaaes^  thsfe  banariaa  wasa  aaw  wtrmk  with 
ladoabled  aeiivilyi  and  now,  tim  aaasses  ef  in- 
fantif  being  wisltta  paini  hlaidi  raive^  tin  roar 
was  daapLnad  and  made  deadly  to  m  enesiy  is 
sImH  and  euuiatoi  fraai  aar  kng  silent,  bat  aow 
madly  aroaeedt  batteriea  plonglmd  thraagh  their 
laaks.    The  anemy^  haweaar,  eoalinned  te  ad- 
vanae,  pnd  ti»  three  hatteriee  almady  maanened 
aa  having  been  paatad  in  ad  I  ansa  af  She  raihaad, 
were  oempaHed  to  retme,  tlHar  wMaafawal  Iwq^ 
ooiawsd  W  liaalaBMat-Oolanei   Hill,  irith  the 
Savaath  N<wth  Caaefinni    Lans%  brigade  wss 
the  first  to  eneoamar  tim  maaeea  M  Iftie  eaeaiy, 
who,  leeoiiing  somewhat  fimn  his  direst  ftost, 
shifted  theirmam  attask  to  hb  sight,  endeavor- 
ing to  peaatrato  thvoagk  tha  iaSaveai  between 
Areher  and  himislf     Tha  attack  direetlyKi  front 
of  Archer  and  of  Wa&et^  Mie  had  been  nl- 
kntly  repaieed,  tim  anam^  lading  what  sheher 
they  aoiud  Akmg  tha  railraad.    Oeceentrntiiig 
theur  coltmms  of  attaek,  the  enemy  now  amde  a 
bold  effort,  and,  paafaiag  anwaad*  Simmd  Lane'i 
right,  akhongh  obednalely  lasisted  hf  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth and  Thirty*savettth  North  Oaralinaiegi- 
mmits.    Colonel  Barberv  ^  ikm  Thiity>aevspth, 
finding  bis  right  tiarned,  ehnaged  firont  with  his 
three  right  oompaniea,  and  p^ared  in  a  deetrac- 
tavefire.    These  two  regiawata  aaatiaaed  to  fight 
until  their  aannumtioa  waa  eahaasled,  and  were 
timn  <piiehly  and  steadily  retned  irom  tha  field, 
refilling  th^  boxas  and  rejeiniiig  their  brigade. 
Tha  three  lemaiaiag  regimaata  of  Laiie'a  bfwade 
(Saveatfa,  Eigktaentii,  and   Thkptia  third   North 
Carolina)  steadily  oantinned  to  \)Mtle  agaimt 
ovarwhelaitag  nambcfa»   and   tha   atlaek  wai 
oheeked  by  well-diiaolad  aeUeyafroni  the  Thirty- 
third  ia||iment,ColoneiAivaryi.   General  Thamas, 
respaading  to  the  aaM  of  teneall  Lane,  rapidly 
threw  Ibrwafd  iiia  biigade  ^  Oaasgians,  by  the 
fiank,  and  depbyiag  by  aaeeeasiva  foimaoons, 
sanamly  aMt  the  enaanv  ehaMad  tiieai,  and, 
jansed  by  the  ievaotk  aad  paitor  the  Eighteenth 
Naith  <>tfolkia,  drava  them  baek,  with  tramen- 
daaa  loeei  to  thair  ariginal  paaidank     in  the 
mean  tiam,  tha  main  coiamn  of  altesk  had  wedged 
ia  to  tha  right  aad  rear  ef  Lena,  anooummd 
Areher'a  left,  aad,  attached  ia  #aak  and  taaa,  the 
Foarteanth  TeansiSBC  aMl  NJaatetath  Qaargia 
ware  oomprtlad  aa  giae  back.    Oeneral  Aiai^, 
ebeervlng  tim  thMateaing  aandMan  ^i  afiaiia  on 
hia  left,  very  pramatly  detached  tha  Fifth  Ala- 
banm  baltaion,  hoiiiag  hie  lina  wMi  the  hra^-e 
Fbat  Tenneseee,  under  the  gdlaat  Tamey,  and 
this  Meveamnt,  rapidly  eaaetfted,  aad  astaesad  by 
twovagimenteof  Breakanbroagii,  (Foity-aevcnth 
ViiginYa  and  Twaaty-aeeaad  Vjigjain  battelian,) 
waa  attended  with  s^nal  eaeceea.     The  advan- 
efaiig  oalamm  of  the  eneaiy  had  aba  eaeoontared 
an  obstaele  m  the  military  road  whidi  they  little 
expected —  Gregg's  brigade  of  South  Carolixiians 
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stood  in  the  wsy.  Taken 
Orr's  rifles  wereduwm  ioto 
the  advanctBg  mamatf^  for  ma  mm  tvoope  folKag 
back.  Itwee«Hbienie«e«ttttBMedkr4ge»> 
3ral  Macy  (iMK^^ienaeir  ftadhA  sf  bMMiMy 
}ur  fnenda-»fbU»  w  iwnt  of  (ke  itfUe>  niiMtnHy 
ffottoded*  A  vmm  ekivakiMie  genUeiaea  and 
gallant  soldier  never  adomed  1^  iifiaa  «Uob 
iie  80  kived*  Om  ••nyaiy  of  tfatt  rifle%  Lku- 
tenant  ChArka^^Qd  IIm  raur  mmmaioft  rpgiMPnUi 
he  Fint,  Twalftk  TfautoeMllit  end  Fonrteanih, 
stood  fim  m  en  )>ara^  Oolonel  HaBijkaa» 
low  in  comnMd  q£  the  Wgada,  tfarew  back  the 
ight  iriog  ef  Ua  Mgimawtand  opened  a  destine* 
:iTe  6ra,  the  VarelAb  faead  aboiit,  and  tke  Tbir* 
eenth  and  Fe«HaoBli^.undef  Ike  diiMlaoB  of  Col* 
}nel  McGowan,  &oed  by  the  rear  rank,  changed 
ront  (wrmtd,  end  atoad  |iai|iarad  lo  veaiet  any 
ittempt  ta  awea^  down  my  aaaes,  Tka  laaihrt 
m  shert,  akarp»  SMd^deeuMc.  The  lattlwf 
ausketry  and  chaiging  yi^  eC  tka  Fifth  Akbama 
)attslioB,  iha  Vorty-aevemk  Viifiaift  aagiainrti 
md  Tvfoty^Moand  ViiniBia  battakon,  and  the 
nthering  fin  frooa  Habukea'e  legiaseBt*  ligkl  in 
heir  faces,  naa  mom  than  YaiAiee  iisaaeeB  eoiild 
»Uod.  Inadditaan  to  Ikia,  that  gaUaot  old  wav- 
ior,  Ge&eral  £M-]gr«  tm  wkom  I  had  aeal,  request* 
Dg  that  ka  woaitt  «o^  dovn  to  my  aupport* 
same  aashiBg  Ihrongh  the  wooda  at  tka  double* 
[uick. 

The  ensmyip  eaoif  klely  beoken,  fled  in  ooafu- 
lioiL  The  two  JM^'iaiuaa  of  Brookenfaffoogk'a 
)rigade,  Areheitv  with  tke  Firat  Tenaeeeee  aad 
.^it'ih  Alabama  baMakon,  aad  Early'a  tvaoysi 
based  them  aavaaa  1b»  laifawad  and  back  to  thair 
esenres.  la  ikia  kaekward  movaaieat  of  tkesm, 
ny  artillety  anain  iaiieled  keavy  k)8a  mpon  tkaak 
)n  the  extreme  taft  of  my  Hne^  Md  by  tke  Nottk 
Carolina  bngada  of  Genaral  Pander,  (Thirteenth, 
>ixte«tth,Tipaiity  aoefwd,Tldfty*femrth,  and Thir- 


y-eighth,)  tha  eBflaiT  mada  aavaral  thiaalemna 

~  iraaea»  but  were  iBTaaiahly,Mmlsed 

'y  tbeweiUkaated  iue  iNMa  Davidaon'a  and  Lalir 


ittemptstoadnraaea»l 


oer «  guaa.  Fjom  the  aatam  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  Pender's  brigade*  and  the  entire 
bsenoe  ef  all  nrotaelion  ^painst  arttUary,  kia 
brigade  leaaarad  Ike  greater  pmt  of  tha  tenriUe 
ire  direoted  at  Davidaoa  and  Is 


ered  aeTeialir.  Oanerai  Pender  «na  kimaelf 
rounded,  and  kia  AkU  T.imrttBant  Skepnavd* 
iilled,  whiiat  gitUandgr  «%i^  ^  partian  af  Ike 
Eighteenth  lagfaiawtof  Lane^  brMada>  Busing 
ae  teo^ency  abaonaa  mi  Qanena  Pendnr,  tim 
^mmsad  ef  ike  bqgada  daaokred  upon  Colonel 
)cak«,  of  ika  Xhirteanlk.  Tke  twa  kattemaa 
uferedmaeh  by  ikeira  <^  a  kmiry  kna  of  akin. 
nisheis.  C^anai  £aafea  diMitad  Miyar  Colai 
f  the  Twenty-eeoand  Naalk  Caaaiina,  In  dmlodga 
hem,  whiek  upaa  lmndfy>—V  donoi.  Tke  fiin' 
eenth,  Cokmal  HaBlr^,  wkick  kadk^n  Ikannn 
lut  as  a  wiiyflrt  |a  Tstimar'a  kaltery»  baaama 
pretty  hatly angiged  naik •  bri«ide  of  ihaaaaoy 
t^hich  had  advanced  im  Hm^  wm  under  eaaai^ 
nd.  assisted  bjr  taw  Nortk  Caaakna  aegimento 
•f  Ws  brigade,  Hood's  diviaion,  drove  them 
tack.    The  enemy  haying  thus  been  repulsed  at 


all  tMrfnta,  my  bmadea  rematnad  in  their  ociginal 
Bnaitians,.eaaa  General  Thomaa\  (Fourteenth, 

nkich  mas  not  leaaUed  from  tka  paaitien  it  kad 
aa  gallaatiy  von  in  tka  front  Una,  aad  General 
Aadher,  vko,  being  out  of  ^TMy"'i^*^""»  was  re- 
Moved  by  CoWnal  Uaks^  mi  fiaily'a  diiiaioo. 
aJbant  dxuk  I  maiivad  an  oadoi  froaa  tke  lieu* 
tenant-General  to  advance  my  nkok  line  and 
daiva  tka  anemf*  Tbb  aidmr  «aa»  knvavar^aonn- 
lawnandad  whua  nrepavatiana  ware  being  made 
ta  eany  it  out.  liming  tha  nigbt  nay  dinaion 
naa  jwlleved  from  the  £rant  by  wa  diviaaona  of 
Qaaeraie  Eaiiy  Md  TakaCanro.  Wkan  tka  4gkt 
naa  hotteat,  QenaKal  Taliafiwro  ^mry  promptly 
■ai^>ODded  ta  n^  call,  and  moved  dawn  hia  di- 
viaion  ta  nitkin  aaay  snjupaHtiag  dialanaa  af  my 
kft  I  eaanot  oloea  tkia  aaport  walkout  oalliog 
tka  aMeotion  ef  tha  Liontanaret  Ganwad  lo  tke 
adflfdrabla  manner  in  wkiih  Ike  troepa  of  ikia 
dtviaiq^i  bakavad  under  that  neat  In  ing  of  all 
tkinga  ta  the  aoklier,  via.,  inaation  unoar  a  heavy 
fire  of  wtillery.  Tke  abeanaa.c^  all  atiaggyng 
was  renarkabw,  and  ia  entitled  to  high  namwan  > 
dation.  The  eonaeiq^  abawed  thamaakraa  de- 
sirous af  bamg  thought  worthy  aaanradaa  of  our 
veteran  eoldieaa.  In  thia,  as  w  all  previanskat> 
tke,  my  thanks  are  aminentfy  dne  to  the  brigade 
oommandem  for  their  hanrty  enoaaBatiani  tha 
ooolneea  aad  skill  with  whiak  tbay  nave  bandied 
their  troops.  Qaaaml  Pander,  tkangh  wnimded, 
raeumed  the  coounend  of  Ue  brigade  aa  mmmu  aa 
his  wound  waa  dreeeed. 

Amongst  tha  iaki  ofiacta  woandad  are  Colo- 
nels Tumay,Barbar,Pttrdiai  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George,  Firat  Tennessee  j  Maj<»rs  Vandegrafi^ 
Nation,  Lee,  Neik,  aad  Bnehaima  The  three 
field  officers  and  senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the 
First  Tennesaee  were  atmek  down.  General  Pen- 
der mentions  especially  Firat  Lieutenant  S.  S. 
Kirkland  aad  Mr.  John  Young,  Volunteer  Aid- 
de»4»mp.  General.  Areher  waa  effieient^  served 
by  Liautananti  Leauaon  and  Thoaoaa.  Genaral 
liane  apeaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hawka  and  Ueutanant  Lana»  A.  D.  a  And 
General  Thamaa,  tkat  wkan  all  did  aa  wall  ke 
eaanal  aay  mare^  C^>taki  Akwandw  Haakell, 
Aaaiatnnt  A d ia tant -fib*naial  to  tka  iamantad 
Gregg,  was  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  Ike  field,  unlflf  faintmg  fraaa  exkauation 
and  loae  of  klood,  ha  waa  eanded  a£  (Captain 
Alaten*  U  Ike  Firat  South  Caioliaa  waluntaenH 
aleo  deaarves  apaaial  mention ;  he^  having  been 
eaveaaly  wenndedf  $km  keing  dmaaad  at  the  hoa- 
pstat,  ratumad  to  tha  fiakLin  apita  af  the  re- 
aMmstnnoa  of  the  aurnaan.  I lieiitanan t-CoJonel 
Walker,  amiated  kyliaHienant  Ckmnbeiiaina, 
ibraated  tka  ira  fraaa  hm  gnaa  witk  admirable 
eaalneaa  and  praai«aen»  Pagniin,  aa  uaual,  with 
Melmosh 4a kelp  kirn, mwaged  tafind  thehol^ 
taat  plaaa>  though  narhapa  Daiidaan  might  kava 
keen,  willing  to  anannngff  paiiitiane  witk  thank 

1  kad  larneltan  la  OMntion  tkat  at  half  past 
IkMa  o'doekmy  baHeriea  an  tke  right,  aaeept 
one  aeotion  of  Pegram'a,  were  relieved  by  the 
corps  of  Colonel  Brown. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 


HEBELOOir  BBOOBD,  186^-64. 


The  chi^  sorgvoa  of  the  dmflioii»  Dr.  TmM, 
by  hia  syatexo.  Had  off4eiv  mid  •ntkiag  ymm^ 
attention,  aecuitd  mom  «oslbrt  to  the  wamtdai. 
then  has  bees  vnaL  By  iitt  Voioek  tke  Mat 
day  Us  kmkiA  had  heett  obaiiad  of  aU  thoae 
who  oauld  oe  SM^edt  a^d,  mA  their  wo— de 
dpeeiedi  were  «■  Ihek  w«ay  la  Bifhmead.  lie 
aokttowiad^M  ▼ihinhln  UMitanee  ikw  the  Baehi. 
mond  eaoMBtttee. 

Yha  lOMbwe  of  Mf  etaH  Mmot  lloe§aa,  aa* 
ttitant  ad|ata1  go»efal>  CaytaM  Wh^piU,  ae» 
sistaat  aMtaa*  and  tnapeetec-geaegal ;  Captaia 
Hiljy  aid  ito  caMjif  Mmov  Falflaer,  Fhret  Vi^giMa 
noiinaaty  ftpiain  Ammmi  eisoal  offieaT;  aad 
Ci^^taiB  OasdaiK  vahuitaer  aid  dffi  oaaip,  (whaee 
horaa  waa  kiUerii^  were  aetiae  and  aaaloua  in  the 
diachaiy  «f  their  dsliaai  Caataia  Howasd,  aty 
er  attear,  waa  partMlarlir  eftcient  in 
ay  lineeb  Captain  Slannfdi  omU 
\  oWmtrf  made  efiHent  anfingameate  te  the 
supply  af  ani— iliini  and  fangfat  with  hie  gnne. 
Cajptein  Biantan,  thangh  aiok,  appeared  on  the 
ftead*  Sergeant  l^Mheti  afaael  of  <*T>^wftrfft  waa^  ae 
nanaiy  alwapa  bet  mtv  eidn,  active  and  fearlaaeb 
Thelneainenal^dMWBieniat 
Ofieete  Wki,  eiateen  i  wannded,  one  faua- 
Fnihted  men— killed,  two 
i(  wonnded,  one  thonaand 
theea  haadead  and  fifty^fif.  Miuing— offieera, 
eleeeni  anhiilad  men,  fonr  Imndred  and  aiz. 
Totalf  ewo  thanaand  and  eighty^ve. 

I  iaapeetlii%  lafiw  yau  to  the  aeeompanying 
reporta  of  commanding  offieeta  of  hrigadee. 
XaaHf  an^  very  aeepeelinllyi 

Vonr  ahediemt  eervantb 

A.  P.  Hill, 
Mller-flanamJi  ootnmaniUng  JUght  Diviatoa. 

BEFOET  OF  BEIGADIER-GUNERAL  TALIAFEBr 
BO,  COMMA^^DUiQ  JACKSOK»S  DIVISION. 

gnapyj anemia  JMmm>»*a  Dinsioic,     \ 
GAMr  vnAR  Jtosa  lUtcji,  Deaenbar  2i,  im.  I 

Gmirali 

Captaim  t  In  conCaimity  with  tiie  eader  ef  the 
lionlannBt  flennanlanmmnndhigilhavetbeheaer 
ta  aapart  the  opeMtiana  of  thia  dieiaien,  eai  the 

"oraFradee- 


I  opeaaUana 
dmnrtaanth 


On  the  meaning  al  the  twalAh,  I  oaardwd  fram 
Gnineae  Station  to  HaoMkon'e  Ceeeeing,  at  wineh 
[daee  I  ibnnd  tha  diviiien  af  MaieB-QenaaBl  ▲. 
i'.  Hitt  pealed  an  eedar  9i  haiya  from  the  aroea- 
iM^  en  the  nghly  ta  fiemmd'a  ^naieeac,  an  the 
leJL  I  taokpaaitian  an  the  railroad,  to  hia  ngh^ 
but  wee  aabaeyiantly  oadaiad  to  mava  aap  aaa^ 
■aend  to  the  rear  al  Urn  left  af  hie  line.  Ineeted 
Paxtoa'eand  Staaha\i  Mgadee  in  aaavof  Qmm^ 
and  Thama  A>  aj  mi%  Sriaaan,  m^  held  Mna* 
ftaio^  and  ienea^  hrfgadee  In  aeaprae>  •  in  the 
evening  1  cidind  Colanal  Wi 


evening  a  oMaaan  Laienai  waaaasy  aoamaanamf 
TaliidMo'a  hrigada»  to  tJto  aaat  af  HamikanS 
banaa»  to  enppert  Iha  aatJUoay  naajad  an  the  hill 
m  front*  Upon  the  amtval  of  fiajdy'e  lUvtaaan 
next  momin|;^  thia  brigade  waa  withdrawn,  and 
reoccupied   its   old  position.     General  Early's 


liMoanneeted  with  mine  on  the  nig^  MyanO- 
lary  waa  held  at  the  cwwaing  on  the  Mine  road, 
tothaleftofthe^KvienNk  1  lanartod  to  Omeral 
Jk.  P.  Hill  my  diapoaitiwia  in  hie  laar,  and  in- 
I  had  aedeeed  the  brigade  and 
to  aeeogniaeany  deaiiiid^ 
far  BuppOTt,  if  pmeaing,  withant  the  inteivmtioii 
af  immadiato  enperlam> 

£ar]y  nn  the  mnmhm  af  the  thirteenth,  the 
bntteaim  of  Cleptaine  Wooding  and  Carpmter, 
tha  ktter  oomtnandad  hvLieulenant  McKeadiee, 
weaa  poated  in  the  field,  aerow  tha  mikoad,to 
the  right  afBamaiEd'efuaiCen^  and  the  Lea  bat- 
tery, lientenant  ttetham,  and  Imw  meaei  of 
Lnak'a battery,  on  tlm  hill  to  tha  left.  Thao^ 
pieces  of  theea  hatteeiaa4>peaated  •n  the  aMnme 


The  enemy  advaaaed  ah  eat  nine  a^eiach»  when 
ear  batteiiea  opened  a  deetraaiiae  Jaa  npoa  thtm, 
mnaing  them  to  waveraod  haeakf  hut  they  again 
advaneed,  aoacentratiag  an  heavy  a  iie  gl  m^ 
laay  npan  the  noettien  that  it  bibeane  neaaaiary 
to  retire  the  batteriee  behind  the  iniiioad,  in  rear 
^  tha  ^ueffteny  afier  two  hanm^  aatioa.  Tha  in* 
fantry  of  tha  diviaiaa,  dating  thia  tjaaaywaieaah- 
jeoted  to  the  ahella  of  the  enamy,  hat  advaaoed 
to  the  military  road,  to  be  in  aaey  anpport  of 
Qenwel  Hill's  UBa»  with  p«rfret  etaadineaa  and 
enthnainam.  General  Paxton,  finding  that  onr 
troops  were  giving  back  to  the  right  of  Gvegz'i 
Imgade,  and  the  enemy  adwmenig  beyand  the 
ireat  line,  throngh  a  gap,  whiah  fipenCed  a  boggy 

ible  to  Iftie  enemy, 


wood,  enppaeed  to  be  J 

moved  hia  br^pde  Co  the  li^itf  and  engaged, 

with  two  of  hia  mgime«t%  Im  enemy,  who  bad 


penetrated  to  tha  —litey  eaaJ,  hnt 


anemv,  1 
hntwho 


tiling  by  the  time  he  leaehed  thai  Doint.  He 
than  pnehed  feeward  to  tha  ftont,  and  oecapied, 
for  the  rest  af  the  dear,  the  Irant  Msa  at  that 
place.  The  ather  brignilea  ware  held  in  position 
m  rem  of  the  malalary  aead  wnlil  the  morning  of 
the  foai^eenth,  when  I  relieved  General  A.  F. 
HiU's  lioape  in  the  frowti  StmMa  bngade  re- 
lieving General  Pender'a  on  the  left|  Jones's, 
TattaKRO^,  and  Paxton's  ooetmying  the  railroad, 
and  eonnaoting  inth  General  £ariy^  troops  on 
thaiight»    At  dnybraah  tha  enemy  made  a  alight 


on  my  left,  their  ajriifniehera  ad- 
vanehm  neeely  to  the  railraad  eut,  bnt  thev  were 
inetantiy  driven  baok.  I  thought  it  ndvieibe  to 
ehange  the  paaition  ^M  ftlariaa^  biinnde»  which 
had-Mlieved^^er'%  and  emendaay  left  an  the 
■aihrand.  Thia  waa  oedeeed  and 
bnt  I  aabeeqnently  witiMkaw  part  d  that  I 
and  held  it  in  paeitien  to  enmnrnnd  the  rwxng 
geavnd  near  Bmm^*B  qnnrtma.  Tha  nkarmssb- 
ing,  ki  the  makffm^  of  tha  dayir  waa  4iuito  bri^ 
ami  animated  idan^  «m  whato  Mna»  bwt  ceased 
ahaut  midday;*  I  haA  given  peaitivn  aedera  to 
waale  no  aaammitioni  and  to  im  nnigr  wban  tk4 
amiayanifi  af  ^k^  anamy'a  airiimiaimra  vendered 
il  naaaimiy.  1  am  aalWed  tim  nnm  iked  witl 
delihewlian  and  aanaidarabte  aAcA  I  bad  i 
baltmy  maehed  behfaid  Baanaid'a  Imiaa,  an^ 
aame  of  my  pieees  to  the  left  caopemtad  will 
those  of  General  Hood.    . 
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Atifs o'doek  A.1I.  of  ^  Meent^  I  wm  to- 
liered  b?  OeMnl  IX  H.  Bill  tad  mcmd  m^ 
comiMoa  baok  ttt  tfat  MintroftcL 

I  UkB  piiwwt  in  itating  that  oflow  md  »•> 
behafed  adimiifaly,  diniteyiag  •ooImm  and  •omw 
8g0  vnder  in,  mod  CMaying  poiiti— ■  witfaoat 
any  dJKcdtr  Of  ooaliMioiL 

IwouldpartioukilynMition  Biiyidiir-Qiwr«k 
JooM  nd  Pazlon,  CokMl  Warm,  f  Taotk  Vir- 
ginii,)  eoBUBandiaff  Taiiafono't  Mgaoa,  and  Calp 
one]  PendktoBi  (Filtoeotli  Louiaiaiia,)  aonuMad- 
in^  8tai4e^  bngada»  wliaae  rapaits  an  kerewitk 
fonrarded,  and  wko  nake  aaseoial  mention  of 
some  of  iMr  dBeova :  a»oai|  theii  moat  partiiXK 
larij  11  Litatanan^-ColNiri  Oaidoar,  Fourth  Viv« 
gima  inCnitry,  who  waa  aafvorriy  wounded 

I  tannot  too  h^hly  mantion  tho  gallantiry  of 
Ctpttia  Bfoekanbronffh,  chiaf  of  artilkry,  and  of 
Captaai  Waod^  aad  LiantOMnt  Jooea,  Wood- 
ii^i  battery,  and  Liantenaat  Laaabie,  Cajpontar'a 
btttery^allof  whoflBwaveaavarelywonnded;  and 
of  Captain  Oukia,  LteiitMianta  MteKendrao,  Hum 
too,  Statham,  Eady,  and  DonaU. 

It  ia  With  graat  pain  I  hara  to  add  that  tha 
difMion  haa  to  daploffe  the  loaa  <^  one  of  ha  moat 
gaOaat  oftcan  w  artiUary,  Lieutenant  Barton, 
tod  tiFO  pUam  offioara  oi  the  Twoity-irat  Vir- 
giaia  rtgaaant,  Gurtain  Amea  and  Lienteaant 
ovoopy  vho  lell  nobly  diaehazging  their  duty. 

I  take  ooaaaion,  in  oonduaion,  to  acknowledge 
or  obHgationa  to  the  offieera  of  my  ataff,  Captain 
W.  T.  Talialeno,  aaaiatant  adjntant-seneral, 
C^tab  Moore^  inapeetor-g^DenJ,  and  Major  T. 
S.  Taliden^  volnateea  aid-de-eanp,  and  to  eall 
atteatioD  to  tha  exeettent  anannomanta  made  for 
^  ttwrfwt  of  the  woimded  hy  Borgeon  Coleman, 
medieal  diredor  of  diTiaion. 

leockaealiat  of  hilled  and  woMndedyMnount- 
iog  ta  oaa  hundred  and  mnety. 

littTe  the  honor  to  bo»  Yery  reapeetlhlly, 
Yonr  obedient  aervant» 

W.  B.  Taliafbbeo» 
Brfgedkff  Genffml,  ficwiaindliig  Jackaon'a  lAriMkm, 

USIt)ET  OF  BUIOADIBR-QEKEBAL  iLlBLY, 
COMXAKDING  DIYISIOK. 


Bmmm^a 


a  SwBu<*a  Dmaiox, 

Deoember  27, 1802. 


.        _.    I 

C^aj^im  A  S.  PendLeUm^  A.  A.  Otneral  Second 

C9rpiA.N.  v.: 

CiPTAnr:  I  baire  the  honor  to  aobmit  the  &U 
^^'viag  report  of  the  opacationa  of  thia  dtriaion  in 
thtaetim  of  the  thiilaentli  inatant»  near  Freder* 
»tiMrg: 

la  ^edienoe  to  ordara  from  tha  lieutenant* 
GcBCfd,  cominandiiig  the  Second  eorpa,  I  mavahed 
ttediriaion,  on  tbe  ni^  of  the  twemh  hiatant,  la 
^  vieb^  of  Haaaikon'a  C^oaaing,  en  the  fiieb- 
>B<iid,  Fiedeadiabni^  and  Potemae  Baihroad, 
sadbnonackedibr  theniffha.  Early  neaci  mom* 
^  a  aoaocdanon  iqth  like  ordera»  I  moved  to 
^  «oiaing9  toad  poated  the  division  nearhr  ai 
^  aa^  with  Uie  railroad,  along  the  direct 
^  vluah  here  croaaea  the  railroad,  with  my 
^  leatinff  on  the  latter,  ao  aa  to  support  the 
ngbt  of  Majop-Gencral  A,  P.  Hill's  division, 


whM  oeoupied  the  ftont  line.    Haya^  brigade 

plaead  on  the  fight,  with  TrimbWa  bri^de, 

'  of.&lenal  ft.  F.  Hake,  ^  the 


Twenty-iral  North  OveKna  legfanairt,  i 

ly  in  rear  of  it    To  the  left  ^  Haya^  was  Law- 


lenli  brigade,  imder  oemaaand  of  Cdonel  R  N. 
Atkmaon,  ol the  Twenty-ainUi  Qaoigia  raginaot; 
and  to  Ibe  left  df  the  latter  wan  any  awn  brigade, 
nnder  oemaaand  of  Colonel  J.  ▲.  Walh«r,  of  the 
Tfafirteenth  Yirginia  regiment.  The  latteriee  of 
the  diviaiont  mder  ehi^  of  C^ltam  J.  W.  Lati* 
mer,  who  waa  deiMdlad  to  act  na  ebief  of  artiliery 
Ihr  the  ocenaion,  m  aousognanee  of  OapCa&n  Wil* 
Mam  D.  Brown  (who  waa  previenaly  actings  in 
that  aapaaity)  hanng  been  diaabM  bywn  aod- 
dent,  wore  cUreeled  to  be  parked,  mi^er  oevar,  in 
the  rear,  nntil  wanted.  Aa  the  diviaien  mnved 
into  poaition,  the  avtMlary  fire  aomnaeneed  ftomthe 
enemy^  batteriea,  thoi^  not  Wt  int  direoted 
towards  the  plaee  ooenpiod  by  tho dhision.    ^^~~ 


a  abort  interval,  howeiPei^  aheMi  began  to  W  ki 
the  viekni^,  and  for  two  or  three  boma  the  divia- 
ion  was  enpoaed  to  qrikB  m  aevwe  tannonado,  ahd 
suffered,  to  some  extent,  fipon  the  shells  and  other 
missilea  which  passed  through  tha  woods  in  front. 
About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  inftnti'y  €re 
Imving  commenced  in  front,  and  bocoaafai^  onite 
animated,  a  meeaenger  from  Brigadier«0enefal 
Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill%  dftniion,  came  to 
the  rear,  stating  that  Qeneml  Areher  waa  presaed 
and  wiahed  Menforeeiaenta.  ^natntthiamof^ent 
I  recdvod  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  the  eorpa,  through  one  of  his  alaff 
officera,  to  hold  my  division  in  Madineaa  to  move 
to  the  rtgkt  of  tM  railroad,  aa  the  enemy  was 
mabmy  a  denwnstration  in  that  direction.  Thia 
caused  me  to  hesitate  a  moment  abont  sending  a 
brigade  lorward;  but  I  directed  Cobnel  Atkineon 
to  get  ready  to  adivance  with  hia  brigade,  nnd  the 
order  had  hardly  been  given  before  an  officer  of 
aittllerr  eama  gattopkig  to  the  lemr  With  the  m- 
fotmatton  that  an  interval  (an  aiwftd  gnlf,  aa  he 
deslffnatedi^  had  been  left  m  onr  front  Ikie  on 
the  left  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  through 
which  the  enemy  weie  penetnOinar  nath  a  heavy 
eolnaan,  thne  finda^garing  Aashan  brigade  and 
all  onr  bnttailea  on  the  right  I  ImmediatdT 
ordaaad  Colenel  i^Uneen  to  mc^»  fttwaad  witn 
hia  hriffade^  (Lawten'ay)  aa  1  waa  inlhrmod  the 
intatval  waa  in  frant  of  ft.  TUa  order  waa 
pransptly  eempnen  wiani  anal  tne  Bngade,  witti 
the  eneeptien  of  ene  wrimaut,  (the  Thirteenth 
Georgia,)  meyad. forward  im  fom  atyis,  and,  in  a 

IVw  IHHinMi  OTi^PaBlOTW  IHV  9KKm^  ^  mm  wvVQV 

on  the  bin  immadkaely  m  vanr  of  n  point  at 
which  the  ratemd  paaaea  throngh  a  anmll  neck 
of  ewampy  wo«d%  which  peailion  he  had  reached 
alaiost  without  eppesitien,  thne  greatly  endanger- 
ing our  right,  aa,  m  a  fow  ndnutei,  ArohttKa  and 
Field's  brigndea^  with  our  batteries  on  the  right, 
woukl  hsfve  bean  aurrounded,  and  the  eiiemv  have 
obtained  a  lodgment  from  whlah  il  woula  have 
been  diificult  to  drive  bin.  LmKon^  brigade, 
without  besttalkig,  at  once  daafaed  upon  the 
enemy  with  the  omwrinff  peculiar  to  the  Confod- 
erate  soldier,  and  whicn  is  never  mistaken  for 
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the  fltadiod  hurnilis  d  tlie  TmkeoSi  and  drcr^ 
the  mlroMl  iSt  otft  lM!»  Ae  «pen  |flsln,  a^Nim- 

OMI^  W9  WHt  ABB  ^RHT  MMIi  flfCMf  9$  tO  (!fiC#G  fftJ^ 
of  tli0  oRoiii J  V  T^iitlBff 6i  ^  be' dMUdBtlflCL  xMl 
bfig[ttde  WW,  lMwov€Ty  ^ffmpfllrad  to  fm  bflnt 

oil  ilt  figM  ftMUiy  wtaMi  '|iiVftd'  lo  f)9  Bhii#y^ 
division  m  Stonoaiaii's  oorps  and  Hooker^  ffrwoA 
dipfhnMk  fti  B  Yer^  Aif  vioinnrti  nfbof  ofd^rin^ 
tlio  iMitanoe  of  IbmrlinV  Mgadtt,  1  tkn  onleM 
CoioB^  Wanof  lofwu'd  wMi  my  own  T>n|^flu6y  M 
I  was  tnAmned  Ldii^Mi^a  bfi^ade  wovMI  not  oo^w 
JiuMianaliBttoMier  Tbia  tfd^r  wna  ciict164 
in  <io«Mg  aaiek  #Be«  and  Walker  cucouHtcfcd 

tilO  auOBT  m  lb9  WOods  tb  tflft  Icft  Of  ^M  pKHX$ 

al  wUbIi  Laaptaa%*  bfi^sdo  onaavnlaKd  oii#  oc4- 


'  faMFiB^  turned  Ooncial  Lanc^  ^"is^ 
flank,  and  kik  kttig&Ae  hacfing  ghren  way  fn  con- 
aaquanaa  VMr  oahnta  w«a  qtdckly  driten  ont 
of  the  wooda  kf  WaMw?r>  aoTMa  tka  itAroad,  and 
inttf  tha  plain  bajnud }  but,  pei'oelting  stfll  anotb^ 
dOMUBtl  €f#a8Ni|f  ^iw  TasrsMF^o  nli  Mlt  fRld  wilw** 
ing  the  waaii^  ha  wklMbi^if  fbo  brigado  back  to 
tha  tnibroAdy  and  took  poiAtlon  on  it,  detaching, 
at  tka  attne  tltoai  tba  Thirteentli  Georgki  regi- 
HMBl,  nnder  Lie«cenaiiM>okm6t  TerrRl,  to  attack 
tha  lail-nafliod  aoluasn  of  thie  enemy  on  the  flanK* 
Abaul  tha  aana  ItflM  Oohefal  Thomas,  of  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hili^  dMaion,  wM  Ma  brigade,  at- 
tadbad  tkia  uai— li  in  -front,  and,  nnder  the  two 
flrea^  ll  ipaa  dri^eR  back,  wMi  eonsMeralile 
jjanghtir.  M  %mm  ae  Lawton'ft  and  mr  own 
biiMKlaa  wava  aifferad  ^Mrwavd,  I  dneeted  Colonel 
H^»  ta  nww  witk  Ma  bri^fade  (T>kidile"fl)  to  the 
laft  of  Haya'a,  on  tba  aana  hne }  bnt  he  had  hardly 
gol  int<a  paakkn  bain  a  i  i^eaeifad  iuJbrmation 
that  Arohei%  MMda  wna  gi^rkig  wnf  ,  and  I  or- 
daaed  Hoka  to  advanae  to  na  acqiport,  obli<ining 
to  wi&  figh^  Tuv  waa  dana  in  ganant  style,  and 
Haka  fonad  Hm  aaieniy  im  [iaaatailmi  of  tba 
taanak  wMak  Ml  been  oacMied  bvOenand 
Aackerfs  krifada,  o»  tila  cvast  of  «ho  faiU,  and'fa 
the  woeda  m  vaar  of  iti    Hoke  attacked  '^ 


anaaiy  w^&f&xMtfytKm  drow  bin  nvn  wn  woods 
and  tiMMk  to  ^a  iMirasd  to  wost,  in  wMoii  tnere 
^aaaf^oa.  Hb  ^Uv^d  nj^  Ma  attack,  and 
tna  oBeaMr  flfoaa  ilia'  laM^aci,  wincii  waa  a 


ni  aonle  ^stanaain  fifont, 


a  aonaMaraWa  tramker'  of  wlioflara^ 
waids  aeenfidg  ^arevai  Mmdrad  amcte  of  aftna.* 
Ha  adaaaeed  Ma  brigadM  to  a  ftnto  aawb  diataiiee 
in  front  #fliwffaHMMd;  Mi^^)e#ctflfki|^  his  danger 
af  bakig  HaidMd  by  tka  anemy,  ^vlRf  bad  bfongbt 
npkMigBfva8kcakMnna,IaaHl«H«idefto  khn  to 
ran  baek  to  tha  original 'Ikia^  wMik  ordM^,  now* 
afaf ,  ka  aHtiai|)atod  by  aatMng  to  ff^'t'd  oitler, 
luafkig  two  legkneota  and  a  battalion  on  ike 
faikroad',  and  oaenfiyHig  tite  tnmik  en  the  eraat 
of  tba  Mii  with  Hw  toro  wihar  rejgikneiitii  tnd  the 
1  ■nteanOi  vaavgM  vagMMMK,  wtofli  MtaBT',  na^fiv^ 
frtlad  to  aaaoaipaay  ita  bilgade  «n  account  of  a 
BMaappTchenaJon  of  ito  Oalon^  had  been  ordered 
Ibrwaid  with  Moke's  krigade,  maA  got  np  in  thne 
to  oceapy  the  trench,  bvt  not  topaitkipate  in  the 
Ciiaige. 


Jmt  as  I  h&d  ordered  Colonei  Hoke  forward,  I 
fceefv^u  a  mc^saa^  fn[>m  laentenant-Oenenu 
Jackson  to  advance  to  tJie  fhrat  with  the  whole 
diffc?i>ft )  fwd  1  thcfetttoott  (Jrdcrta  Oeneral  Hays 
to  advance  in  v&ttt  ^  Colonel  Hdke  with  his  bri- 
gade, vhWl  movement  was  pfomptly  executed ; 
the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  ms  artillery  fire 
wMw  Ms  MkfftiiP  was  adTancifog  on  tht  hill,  liav- 
ing  fcopctaed  hCs  bittteftes,  to  tliat  thia  brigade 
was  exjKMed  to  a  gaffing  Hre  whOe  advandng. 

TMs  bvigade  dvd  not  engt^^  hi  the  infantry 
%1it,  because,  byflie  thne  it  readhed  the  front 
line,  ^  eneny  had  1:teett  eitetually  reoulsed. 
¥he  Bftovementf  or  tho  thnie  tir^gades  whini  were 
engaged  ane  necessarily  described  separately,  be- 
cause thet  engaged  threft  sefamfte  bo^fies  of  the 
enettfy.  They  weW|  howetw,  ihc/vcd  fbrward  in 
itipid  succession  hi  the  oider  atated,  snd  were,  in 
fket,  all  engaged  ftt  the  tome  time,  thou^  com- 
mencing thetr  acTeral  i^gtigements  at  tHffereut 
^ttes  in  ^e  same  order  in  wMch  they  adtanced. 
The  railroad  makes  a  e^t^e  In  paraiTig  from  the 
right  of  our  poaMon  aromd  to  the  Im,  bo  diat 
IL^wton's  brfgndej  in  parsing  to  the  front,  with 
Wi&erS  and  HoImjS  respecftrely  on  fee  leift  and 
light  of  it,  Wtti  thrown  into  the  ^f^  ^  sn  angle, 
and  baring  the  start  of  them  botn.  It  was  tieoea- 
sarity  thrc^^  ^n*ther  fliiwaM  than  cithar  of  ^e 
others  when  it  crMsed  the  faJlfuad  add  admnced 
hfto  the  plain.  This  exposed  ita  flanks;  and 
hence  it  was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled  to 
fkll  back,  as  balbre  Mated,  whiift,  however,  it  did 
not  do  until  ita  commander,  Cdonel  Atklnaon, 
and  Ckiptain  H.  IP.  Lawton,  the  Assiatant  Adjutant- 
General,  wewf  bc^  AaaMed  by  wounds,  and  its 
attnranitiott  waa  almost  entirely  esdisusted.  See- 
ing this  brigade  falling  back,  I  Imlted  h  on  the 
hffl  is  tha*  woods  totmedlately  fn  rear  of  the  place 
at  which  it  had  first  met  Aie  enemy,  and  caused 
it  to  be  leAirujed  nnder  the  command  of  Cblonel 
C.  A.  Evans,  of  thoThfrty-ihwt6e<»rgia  r^ment, 
and,  flmtiing  that  the  enemy  might  follow  through 
die  aame  interval  with  a  fresh  column,  I  sent  to 
General  D.  H.  Hill  for  reeafergpnients,  and  he 
sent  two  brigades  forward.  Before,  however,  they 
arrived,  Bn^adier-General  Paxton,  of  Genem 
TaKalbmfft  ditisfon,  iiftd  fflcd  the  tntenral  left 
open  by  the  foiling  badL  of  this  biigade,  by 
promptly  moving  his  own  brigade  into  iu  I  then 
sent  Lawton's  brigade  to  the  rear  to  replenish  ita 
ammnnition.  Bejng  posted  at  flm  in  me  second 
Mne,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate  use  for  the 
batteries  of  the  dlvilfitm,  and  liieiiefbi^,  after  pla- 
cing them  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Larimer, 
as  stated,  I  le^uestcd  Colotiel  'Cndchfield,  chief 
of  artHlei^  for  the  corpsj  to  make  such  use  of 
them  fts  the  emcflfencies  of  tfaie  day  ml^ht  reijture* 
In  a  idiort  thne  he  dcta(fted  two  batteries  to  a 
poaMon  on  the  left  of  Gbneral  A.  P.  Hftl's  line ; 
these  were  Gkpt^n  liStimeT^  own  battery  and 
Captain  BrownS  bitltery,  both  betngnnder  raarge 
df  Caption  Latimer,  who  accompanied  them. 
These  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  but  X 
am  informed  that  they  did  excellent  service.  Cap- 
tain Lathner  having  repulsed  the  enemy  wiw 
canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  aup- 
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»ort  bun  had  rotired.  Gaptam  D'Aquin'a  tad 
^aptein  Gazber'a  batt«ri^a  veva  «la^  dtacbad  to 
be  right  of  thm  ni]«oad»  ft»d  plaaad  under  obarsf 
f  Gdoeial  StiMit'B  abiaf  ai  ulaikmff  Ui^oM  Pd* 
am,  and  Itkawiaa  did  ai«eUeiit  aenrMO,  as  I  ana 
ifonotd.  Late  ia  iha  anrasiBf  ,Captafto  CauiBg* 
on,  with  hia  hattan,  salia^ad  the  two  whiob  bad 
6€fi  aaot  to  tbo  IfiUk  ^ndw  CaFtain  T^tiinwj  asd 
ext  monung  did  good  aarvkw^ 

Oa  the  MKt  dafr,  CaptaiQ  Deneaty  with  hia 
attery,  waa  pUoed  in  {vositiaQ  o«  the  bill  on  the 
ight  oocupiad  by  the  batteyiea  the  day  befbca, 
ut  did  not  beoona  emged. 

About  aiwdowR  m  toe  thiiteentb,  I  aaw  Gan- 
ralD.  H.  HiU'a  diviaioa  moving  to  the  front, 
nd  wag  iufbrmed  by  one  of  hia  Biigadier43en- 
rals  that  the  whole  liae  vaa  ocderad  to  advanoa, 
nd  that  hia  dinaioB  waa  ofldwed  to  £aUow«  Thia 
aa  the  firat  intimation  I  bad  oC  it»  aa  no  auob 
rder  bad  baaa  given  bm.  In  a  few  momantaf 
owerer,  lieutenant  Mofriaon>  aid-de-oampyvode 
p  and  iofonned  me  that  Genenl  Jaebaon'a  o»» 
en  were  that  I  abcmla  hold  nyaelf  in  readinaaa 
3  advanoel  and  inunediataly  afterwarda  one  of  my 
WQ  ataff  officers  soda  u{v  «Bd  atatod  that  General 
ackaoo  wished  me  to  take  fommand  of  the  whole 
roopa  on  the  rigiit  and  advanoe,  regulating  the 
istanoe  by  the  eOMt  fwrodneed  on  the  enemy  by 
ur  artiUerv.  Thia  waa  rather  embanaaaing  to 
le,  aa  my  brigade  had  beeome  sepamted  in  the 
ositiona  amuned  by  them  after  repnlaing  the 
neau',  and  a  pant  of  tbelroopa  oa  the  right  eon- 
isted  of  parta  oi  twa  brkadea  of  Majoi^Qeneral 
L.  P.  Hill'a  divinon*  I  soda  immediate  to 
•here  Colonel  Hoke  waa  posted*  and  met  Gen* 
ral  Jackaon  himaelA  £^mn  whom  I  reoeived  the 
rder  in  peraon  to  advance*  aopportiog  the  artil- 
iry  which  he  waaabout  aanding  forward.  I  gave 
be  order  to  Colooel  Hoke  and  General  Haya  ae- 
ordingly,  and  iome  piooea  of  artiUery  having 
»een  advanced  n  abort  diatanee  to  the  front, 
/olonel  Hoko  advanced  with  a  part  of  hia  oom- 
aand  to  the  milroadt  a  portion  being  already 
here.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  a  tenribie 
itiUery  fire,  andt  it  beooming  quito  dark,  our 
wn  artillery  waa  withdrawn  and  the  movemont 
ountermaaded.*  I»  a  abort  time  afteraraida»  I 
eceived  notice  from  General  Jackaon,  throng 
•ne  of  my  ataff  officeia,  that  aa  aoon  aa  Geneaal 
L  P.  HilTa  troQ|M  took  position  in  front,  I  would 
aove  my  own  back  and  make  them  comfmrtaUe^ 
eUiog  proviaioaa  Sot  them.  No  tvoopa,  however, 
f  General  Hill»eame  to  relieve  bm,  and  Walker, 
loke,  and  Hajra,  with  their  brigfdea,  lemained 
uring  the  nmat  in  the  aamajpoaitiona  in  which 
hey  were  at  the  doao  of  the  fight.  During  the 
ight,  I  reoeived  ui  otdar,  thrau|^  liatitonant 
>mitb,  aid-do-camp,  directing  that  Qeneial  Xalia- 
erro  would  mlieve  Gentml  A.  P.3ill'«  divinon 
[Q  the  front  line,  beginning  on  the  IsA  and  ve- 
levifig  to  the  mUent  of  hia  Iroopa,  and  that  I 
vould  aunplv  the  deficimioy.  I  waa  ahready  o^ 
spying  the  front  line  with  three  brigadea. 
^  £arlv  neatt  mpiaing.  Walker  waa  relieved  bv 
jeDeralPaxtoafa  brigadoy  and  I  then  placed  Haya^ 
brigade  in  the  position  which  Paxton  had  left, 


and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  railroad, 
ao  aa  to  make  a  oentlnuoua  line  on  that  rend. 
Hoke  waa  left  in  the  aame  position;  Lawton*8 
brigadn  waa  placed  on  the  ngbt  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  waa  moved  to  the  right  and  placed  in  the 
rear  of  Hoke's  and  Lawton^  biigadea,  so  as  to 
support  either  of  them  in  ease  of  need,  or  be 
thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  aa  oeoaaion  might 
raouarew 

On  the  morning  of  the  flfleentb,  the  diviaioa 
waa  relieved  by  the  division  4if  General  D.  H.  Hill 
and  moved  to  the  rear,  in  reeerve^  theiie  having 
been  no  renewal  of  the  miemy'a  attack  on  the 
fourteenth.  Having  received  ordeie  to  occupy 
the  second  line  on  the  siiteputh,  aa  I  >was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  I  waa  ordered  to  move  to  the 
vkanity  of  Port  Boyal,  and  moved  aocordiagly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  enpreee  my  admiration  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this  division  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  abaenoa  of  atraggling  or  skulk- 
ing, to  any  conaiderabla  extent,  was  a  gratify- 
ing fact  OfHeers  and  men  generally  behaved 
adaairably.  To  BrigniiBr  Qsneinl  Hays  and 
Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson,  and  Hoke  credit  is 
due  £or  having  promptly  obeyed  mif  otdera  and 
managed  their  respective  commands  with  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  intelligence;  and  the  same 
meed  of  praiae  ia  due  Colonel  Evane,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Lawton's  brigade  after 
Colonel  Atkinson  waa  wounded.  Captain  E.  P. 
Lawton,  assistant  atj^utant-genend  ei  Lawlon'a 
brigade,  displayed  gveai  oourago  and  eoetgy,  aaMl 
I  call  eapeoial  attention  to  themmarka  of  Cobwiri 
Bvana  in  regard  to  him.  I  vagretvary  much  that 
Captain  Lawton  waa  ao  serkmsly  wouaded  in  the 
advanoed  poaition  to  which  hie  brigade  went  aa 
not  to  be  m  a  condkiou  to  be  bronght  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  eensenueiitly  fell  into 
the  haada  of  the  enemy,  aa  did  also  €ok»^  At- 
kinaen.  It  will  be  obeerved  that  Lanrton'a  bri- 
gade waa  compelled  to  fall  bank ;  but  in  doinf(  ao  it 
mat  ne  credit,  for  it  waa  impoaaibla  for  thm  bri- 
gade to  witbatand  tbn  heavy. column  brought 
againat  it. 

To  Lieutenan^<}olonelJ.  M. Jonea, inapnctor- 
ganaral.  Mmor  6.  Hale,  aetUM  aariatant  adinttrnt 
ganctal,  l^ior  J.  P.  Wiiaon,  and  If  v.  H.  Hea- 
tnn,  volunteer  aide,  and  Cwtain  JU  Marynpof  the 
artUWi^.  nnd  Captain  Wilkam  F.  Bandolph,  of 
Eerell'a  bodjr-guardt  all  of  whom  acoempanied  me 
on  the  field*  eredit  ie  dne  for  tba  eoobsess,  conr- 


a)|e,  and  intelligenee  with  which  they  lent  me  their 
aid  and  bore  my  ordera.  To  Captain  Latimer  ia 
due  the  credit  of  having  performed  all  the  dutiaa 
of  hia  poaition  eftoiantly  and  inteUigeotiy,  and 
of  havmg  diaplayed  great  gallantry  und^  fire. 
Thia  young  omoer  ia  one  oi  gvent  pvomase,  and 


r  gvent 

failure 


ee  promotion.  The  failure  to  mention 
other  officers  ia  not  intended  to  enclnde  them 
from  the  commendation  beatownd  on  thoae  men- 
tioned}  but  it  ia  impraetieabia  to  mention  all  that 
are  deserving  of  pmise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on 
am  to  state  toat  to  Brigadier-General  Archer,  of 
Geaeml  A.  P.  Hill's  divirion,  ie  due  the  credit  of 
having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  small  por- 
tion of  his  men,  after  bis  flank  and  rear  had  be^n 
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gained,  until  reenforoements  arrived,  and  that, 
with  what  of  his  brijy^e  wm  leA|  he  aeeonipamed 
Colonel  Hoke  in  his  eharge  across  the  ratboad. 
But  for  the  gallant  stand  nuide  br  Generri  Ar- 
cher, the  enemy  would  haVe  gained  an  advantage 
which  it  would  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  td  wrest  fttm  him  than  was  made.  The 
reports  of  brigade  ooaaianden,  and  also  of  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  are  here- 
with submitted.  A  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  has  been  heretolbre  forwarded,  from 
which  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  killed  was  one 
hundred  and  twoi  total  wounded,  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-six ;  total  missing,  one  hundred  and 
five.  Most  of  the  wouncfed  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being  en- 
tirely from  Lawton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  greater  part  being,  in  all  proba- 
bility, wounded. 

I  am,  very  resnectfiiUy, 

Yomr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Early, 

,  SonuBMidiBg  DlirMoft. 


mSPOST  OF  BBIO.-<}BKBRAL  PENDLETON. 


Hkadquartbrs  Artillebt  Corps  A.  N.  Y.,) 

Camp  near  Chesterfield  Station,       > 

R.  Je  F.  &.  B.,  Cabolihb  Co.,  Va.,  Mareh  12,  IMd.  > 

C^eneral  B,  E,  Lee,  eammamdinff: 

General  :  Constant  pressure  of  duty  since  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  prevented  an  eariier 
report  of  the  part  which  then  devolved  upon  the 
reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commander  alid  as  supervisor  of  the  artillerv  eer- 
vice  in  this  army.  Such  report  the  undersigned 
has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper  in  its^, 
and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transac- 
tions. While  the  army  remaiiied  in  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  after  returning  from  Maryland, 
the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reorw 
ffanizing  the  artillery  ted  in  dire^ing  adequate 
rorage  arrangeasents.  On  November  first,  with 
the  reserve  i^tillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he  took 
up  the  line  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court-house, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fourtn  encamped  near 
that  place.  On  the  fomrteenth,  at  the  request  of 
the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  batteiT 
4o  cooperate  w^  General  Stuart  in  an  attack 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  Warrenton 
Springs.  And  on  ^le  seventeen^,  the  same  bat- 
tery of  superior  guns  vras  des^rtched,  at  re- 
quested, towards  Fredericksburg,  to  eodperato 
under  direction  of  Qeneral  MoLaws.  On  the 
nineteenth,  orden  to  tiial  effect  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  undersigned  mavehed,  with  the  reserve 
artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg, taking  a  cireuitous  route,  (south-easterly,)  for 
the  sake  of  forage.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty-third, 
he  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  j^neral 
headquarters,  and  located  eamps  as  directed. 
The  next  morning,  as  requested  by  the  command* 
ing  General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  and  examining  the  ground,  with  a  view  to 
the  biest  positions  for  works  and  batteries.  The 
enemy  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often 


within  easy  range  ttom  above  Fahnontli  to  a 
point  a  mfie  or  more  below  FrederidLsburg.  They 
had  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  a  few 
places,  beginning  eaitfiwoi'ks.  On  our  own  line 
a  leW  hurried  woifn  were  in  pfngrees.  Lane's 
battery  was  aketidy  well  posted  on  the  heights 
overhanging  the  riveivbend  above  Faimonth,  and 
fotming  our  extimne  left.  Epmdements  hafi  been 
thrown  up,  but  they  needed  much  additional 
worlu  Lewis's  and  Grandy's  batteries,  recently 
called  from  Richmond  to  aid  in  repdling  xm 
enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lower  pla- 
teau, about  half  a  mile  to  the  r^t  of  Lane,  and 
nearer  the  town.  Those  needed  fbr  t^ieir  protec- 
tion much  additional  labor.  These  observations, 
and  a  cursory  survey  of  t^  general  line  between 
the  river  above  Fi^month  and  the  Telegraph  road 
'^in  company  with  Hentenant-Oolonel  Brown, 
then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned  $  with  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Alexander,  whose  encampment  was 
visited,  and  with  Captain  Johnston,  engineer,  met 
with  on  the  fiM— -occupied  the  entire  day,  the 
dielauoe  being  consideralue,  and  the  points  of  im- 
portance numerous.  The  next  day,  November 
twenty-fifth,  after  detailing  Captain  Koss  to  ]^ro- 
oeed  with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the  nver 
three  or  fbur  miles  below,  to  be  indicated  by  a 
member  of  the  oommanding  Oenend's  etafi^ 
where  f^nboats  might  be  effectaally  repelled,  the 
undersigned  again  visited  tiie  ftxmt,  to  study  the 
ground  with  referenee  alike  to  its  own  features 
and  to  the  apparent  des^ns  of  ^e  enemy.  In 
the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  poeition 
on  the  river  bank  selected  fbr  Ross's  battery. 
Mafor  Nelson  and  the  captains  of  the  reserve 
batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompany  the 
undersigned  along  the  line,  that  they  ako  might 
beeome  fiimiMar  with  routes  and  positions.  On  ^ 
the  twenty-eighth,  the  commanding  General  hav- 
ing requested  that  another  rifle  battery  should  be 
]daced.e%ht  or  ten  miles  lower' down  the  river, 
towards  repelling  gunboats,  the  undersigned  took 
Captain  Itilledge's  batterv  of  light  nfles  to  a 
commanding  bluff  just  nelow  Skinker's  milL 
Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one  of  Oetiend 
Stuart's,  nndei:  charge  of  Ms^or  Pdham,  with 
whom,  movrag  from  point  to  point  as  gunboats 
Uweatened,  it  renminbi  more  than  ten  days.  On 
the  twenty-mnth.  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  EUs's 
battery,  near  Richmond,  reported  the  arrival  of 
men  and  horses  with  two  tnirff^poonder  Parrott 
guns,  Wiiieh,  on  recomrneinlanon  of  the  under- 
signed, the  commanding  (General  had  ordered 
up  to  the  Unee.  Measures  were  prom])^  taken 
to  have  them  tested,  and  to  fit  them  in  aU  re- 
spects for  eerviee.  December  first,  the  under- 
signed was  dfllgendy  engaged  in  examining  a^ain 
the  wh<rfe  Hne  with  refrrenoe  to  the  best  positions 
fiir  these  two  large  guns,  ftMSiMty  of  ii^iess  and 
egress  being  impiortattt  for  them,  as  weU  as  ex- 
tensive oonmand  of  the  field.  The  points  selected 
were  reported  to  the  connttandin^  Geoeial,  vrith 
reasons  fbr  the  choice,  and,  on  ha  approval,  the 
sites  were  next  day  pointed  out,  working  partiea 
engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &o.  Tne  work 
on  the  right  ana  back  of  Mr.  Howison's  houao 
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was  dineted,  with  his  aecuttomed  iatel^enee 
and  eneivy,  by  the  since  lamented  General  Thorn- 
asRICGobb;  thai  on  the  eminenoe  fiurther  to  the 
left,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off 
and  direoled  br  ^  undersigned.  This  point, 
densely  wooded  when  first  c&osen,  became  the 
most  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as 
the  position  afiOTding  the  best  view  of  all  the 
field,  and  therefore  principally  oecu]>ied  by  the 
commanding  Oenerai  and  oUier  chief  officers 
daring  the  batde.  In  such  duties,  and  in  desig- 
nating with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander,  acting 
ehief  of  artillery  First  corps,  the  various  batteries 
to  occupy  assigned  positions,  the  undersigned 
was  engaged  till  the  evening  of  December  eleventh. 
This  evening  Major  Nelson,  who  had  closely  re- 
eonnoitred  during  the  da^r,  reported  to  him  in- 
dicstions  of  an  approadung  movement  on  the 
pert  oi  the  enemy.  He  also  received  a  reliable 
mtimation  of  intelligence,  said  to  have  been  sent 
to  Oenerai  Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river, 
that  the  enemy  had  orders  to  prepare  rations  and 
Biove  at  dawn  next  morning.  On  the  twelfth, 
ther^re,  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only 
vhat  the  undersigned  anticipated.  A  few  minutes 
after  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  the  front  for  infor- 
mation, and  another  to  the  commanding  General 
to  ask  if  the  ^orf^  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be 
taken  into  position^- the  possibility  of  their  be- 
ing needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be 
d^ed.  It  being  now  approved,  they  were,  as 
early  in  the  day  as  practicable,  taken  to  the  works 
prepared  for  them.  A  dense  fog  more  than  half 
the  da^  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active 
opoations  nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was 
therefore  employed  by  us  in  preparation,  adjust- 
ing batteries  in  position,  &c  Later  in  the  day, 
ss  the  atmosphere  deared  up,  it  was  known  that 
tiie  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
lirer  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Near  that 
nio,  in  the  river  road — su^^sted  a  judidous 
staff  officer,  who  had  some  days  before  ridtden  over 
the  ground  —  good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
whkh  ou^ht  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  bat- 
teries. To  test  this  the  undersigned  proceeded 
to  the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nelson  and 
Oamett.  The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of 
the  bridge,  and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under 
fire  from  the  enemy's  lines  across  the  river.  £x- 
smination  soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
position  was  unsuitable,  because  effectually  com- 
ntanded  by  the  enemy's  heavy  guns,  and  because 
nradi  too  far  in  advance  of  the  supporting  infan- 
try Kne.  In  this  view  the  two  attending  officers 
mtf  concurred ;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted 
to  the  commanding  General,  his  judgment  sanc- 
tioned the  conclusion  reached.  While  on  this 
tonr  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing 
eirtnmstances  it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  Aid  to 
recall  Captain  Ross  with  his  battery  firom  the  post 
00  the  river,  nHiich  he  had  so  long  and  laborious- 
^  held,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
mis  only  antldpated  a  direction  to  the  precise 
efcct  from  the  commanding  General.  The  fbur 
long-range  guns  of  this  battery  were  assigned 
poriiion,  under  Major  Gamett,  on  the  heights 
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the  right  of  McLaws's  division.  Saturday, 
thirteenth,  heavy  firing  b^an  early  i  and  Patter- 
son's six-pounder  battery,  i^  ith  Ross's  short-range 
section,  having  been  assigned,  under  Maior  TJ 
Jeffisrson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  un- 
dersigned h£itened  with  Eirkpatrick's  and  Mas- 
sie's  batteries,  under  Major  Nelson,  to  the  heights 
near  the  Telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill,  with  the  view  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in 
case  it  should  be  ultimately  gained  by  tne  enemy. 
The  two  lar^  guns  were  then  visited  by  him, 
that  on  the  right  having  been  committed  to  the 
direction  of  Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to 
the  command  of  Captain  G.  W.  Nelson.  Direc- 
tions being  left  for  the  management  of  these,  he 
proceeded  to  the  other  batteries  along  the  heights, 
and  attended  to  the  best  adjustment  of  all  the 
guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the 
furious  fire  of  the  enemy  observed  for  some  time, 
as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from  the  site  of 
the  left-hand  large  gun,  tne  undersigned  rode  to 
the  left  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing whether  Lane's  heavy  guns  were  likdy  to  be 
of  more  service  there  or  elMwhere.  Under  cover 
of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to  pass  neai^  the  works 
on  Marye's  Hill,  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Wash- 
ington artillery,  and  those  farther  to  the  left, 
occupied  by  Maurin's  and  other  batteries,  so  as 
to  observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  Rhett's 
battery  of  heavy  guns  was  visited,  posted  «n  the 
heights  back  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  near  the  plank 
road,  for  the  purpose,  also,  of  sweeping  that 
plateau,  if  possibly  gained  by  the  enem^r.  Thence 
passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  undersigned  ob- 
served the  several  batteries  of  Alexander's  bat- 
talion and  some  of  those  with  Anderson's  division, 
a  portion  in  position  behind  epaulements,  others 
in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  By  the  time 
we  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant 
objects  could  be  distinguished.  And  from  the 
concentration  of  fire  there,  as  well  as  from  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  disposi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Colonel 
Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with  the  under- 
signed, and  to  himself,  that  those  guns  ought  not 
then  to  be  removed  from  a  point  of  such  impor- 
tance. Contingent  provision  was,  however,  made 
for  supplying,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
of  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater 
need  for  these  elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog 
was  now  disappearing,  and  the  firing  becoming 
severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  were  pass- 
ing and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about 
the  undersigned  and  certain  members  of  his  staff 
on  the  route  returning  to  the  central  point  of 
obs^vatton.  Here  he  remained  until  some  time 
after  dark,  watching  the  struggle  near  and  re- 
mote, occadoniUly  directing  the  fire  of  the  large 
gun,  and  from  time  to  time  reodving  instructions 
from  the  commanding  Genend  concerning  move- 
ments of  batteries  and  other  arrangements.  This 
large  Parrott  having  been  used  some  hours  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when, 
driven  back  by  an  intolerable  fire  from  Marye's 
Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad  cut, 
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which  it  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth 
discharge.  Although  many  persons  were  stand- 
ing near,  among  them  the  commanding  General 
and  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable 

Srovidence,  the  explosion  was  entirely  harmless, 
[ot  a  single  indiviaual  received  from  it  so  much 
as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately 
substituted,  and  orders  were  sent  by  an  Aid  for 
Lane's  Whitworth  to  be  removed  to  this  point  as 
speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  ahived  dark- 
ness had  closed  upon  the  scene ;  the  enemy's  last 
feeble  attempt,  made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and 
the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into -the  stillness  of 
death. 

Although  the  enemy  had  been  thus  far  success- 
fully repelled,  alike  on  the  right  and  left,  it  was 
confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious  attack 
would  be  made  next  morning;  accordingly, 
measures  were  taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On 
request  from  General  Jackson  for  additional  guns 
to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  bat- 
tery of  light  rifles,  which  hsui  that  evening  ar- 
rived from  below,  was  ordered  to  report  at  dawn 
next  morning  to  Major  Pelham,  who  had  charge 
of  one  or  two  batteries  on  the  right.  And  at  the 
request  of  General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect 
and  frustrate  any  efibrt  of  working  parties  of  the 
enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  the  under- 
signed caused,  to  be  prepared  at  the  ordnance 
workshop,  and  conducted  to  the  batteries  on 
Marye*s  Hill,  some  incendiary  shells,  to  be  used, 
if  found  necessary,  in  firing  certain  buildings 
suitably  situated  so  as  to  iBuminate  the  scene 
and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  construction. 
This  proved  superfluous.  Nothing  being  at- 
tempted by  the  enemy,  the  shells  were  not  used. 
These  duties  necessarily  occupied  the  undersigned 
till  late,  and  required  the  active  services  of  mem- 
bers of  his  staff  during  most  of  the  night 

Sunday  morning,  the  fourteenth,  the  decisive 
battle  was  expected.  Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour 
the  front  was  sought  by  the  undersigned,  as  by 
others.  The  same  dense  fog  prevailed  as  on  pre- 
vious mornings.  The  enemy,  having  been  so  de- 
structively repelled  from  Marj'e's  Hill  on  the  day 
before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it  was 
supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and 
right  And  more  effectually  to  frustrate  an}'thing 
like  an  attempt  by  surprise,  under  cover  of  the 
fog,  to  carry  tne  heights  occupied  by  the  Whit- 
worth and  the  remaining  large  Parrott,  the  short- 
range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's  battalion  were 
adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights, 
and  officers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at 
all  the  batteries.  Nothing,  however,  occurred, 
except  desultory  firing.  As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  full  array  along  and  near 
the  river  road,  but  comparatively  inactive,  as  if^ 
in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
To  watch  their  movements  and  counteract  them 
by  occasional  shots,  &c.,  was  the  course  adopted 
on  our  part  As  the  day  progressed,  circumstan- 
ces seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemy  to 
throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right 
flank,  and  the  more  adequately  to  meet  the  re- 


quest of  General  Jackson  the  day  before  for 
stronger  artillery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained 
the  commanding  General's  sanction  to  the  trans- 
fer of  Lane's  lottery,  save  the  Whitworth*  from 
the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right  It  was 
accordingly  sent  for,  and  marched  several  miles 
of  the  distance  that  night  On  Monday,  the  fif- 
teenth, the  undersign^  supposing  the  still  ex- 
pected attack  would  be  mainly  directed  against 
our  right,  proceeded  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
posting  Lcme's  battery  and  rendering  other  ser- 
vice. Having  traversed  the  entire  front  between 
the  left  and  right  of  General  Jackson's  corps, 
without  meeting  that  commander,  who  had  rid- 
den, he  was  told,  with  the  commanding  General, 
the  undersigned  consulted  other  Generals  there 
in  command  respecting  positions  to  be  occupied 
—  especially  General  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at 
the  defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad 
emerges  from  the  wood  about  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing. Having  thus  learned  the  localities  in  that 
quarter,  be  rode  with  Major  Pelham  and  Captain 
Lane  to  select  the  best  .positions  for  Lane's  guns. 

Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected 
advance  of  the  enemy  remained  unattempted. 
There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  anything 
except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  Nothing 
being  likely  to  transpire,  and  all  arrangements 
being  made,  the  undersigned  returned  to  the 
centre,  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott 
had  burst  at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge, 
providentially,  again,  doing  no  damage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth,  calling  early  at 
general  headquarters,  the  undersigned  learned 
that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mys- 
terious movement  of  the  enemy,  and,  hastening 
to  the  front,  he  saw,  with  astonishment,  their 
immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on  U» 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Under  cover  of  night, 
the  monstrous  assailing  host  had  stolen  away  to 
escape  destruction.  Nothing  remained  but  to 
watch  the  discomfited  multitude,  and  disturb 
their  movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from  a 
long-range  gun.  A  few  of  their  most  powerful 
pieces  responded  from  time  to  time  with  shells 
well-directed  towards  our  post  of  observation, 
but  doing  no  harm  whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign  vir- 
tually closed.  In  the  eventful  oonfiict  thus  ter- 
minated all  the  batteries  of  the  general  reserve,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  were  posted 
on  the  lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  the  ene- 
my's mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  close 
and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  more  or 
less,  and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire.  Lane's 
and  Ross's,  as  of  the  best  guns,  were  most  in 
requisition,  and  rendered  most  service.  Mil- 
ledge's  were  useful  on  the  river,  and  with  Major 
Pelham  in  his  successful  dash  upon  the  enemy 
when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Patterson's, 
with  a  section  of  Ross's,  under  Major  T.  Jeffer- 
son Page,  shared  the  defence  of  General  Hood's 
front  And  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie's,  under 
Major  Nelson,  renaered  more  secure  the  defeooes 
of  Marye's  Hill  and  the  he^hts  occupied  by  the 
large  guns,  and  received  a  mil  share  of  the  mu- 
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fOes  hurled  at  the  latter.    No  serious  casualty 
was  experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were 
ready,  promptly  and  patiently,  to  discharge  what- 
crer  duty  might  be  presented.  Captains  Nelson 
and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  lieuten- 
ants and  the  men  of  Ells's  battery,  at  the  large 
Parrotts,  well  performed  their  part.  And  the 
sereral  members  of  my  staff  arc  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and  fortitude 
with  which,  they  passed  through  much  danger, 
and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day,  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record, 
as  right  and  pro[)er,  an  expression  of  gp^titude 
for  the  divine  guidance  ana  guardianship  under 
which  these  duties  were  discharged,  ana  espe- 
cially that  so  much  was  achieved  by  the  army 
and  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to  regret,  and  a  loss 
80  much  less  than  usual  to  lament  He  has  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  Pendleton, 

Brlgadier-Geoeral  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
KEPOBT  OF  BRIOADIJBB-GENERAL  WILCOX. 

Headquabtkes  Wilcox»8  Brioadb,  ) 
December  24, 1862.     ( 

Mi^  Thomas   8.  MiUs,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

Otneral: 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report 
of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  at 
Fredencksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  instant : 

Sbce  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  twenty-third  ultimo, 
the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  division, 
nd  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that 
time  till  within  a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing 
of  interest  occtirred,  my  command  being  occu- 

ei  only  in  constructing,  in  part,  one  or  two 
eries  on  cor  front,  and  picketing  on  the  canal 
in  front  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Taylor,  and  thence 
on  the  Rappahannock  above,  some  three  fourths 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy's  camps  were  visible  on 
^  &r  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  upon  our  arri- 
val, and  increased  perceptibly  for  several  days 
afterwards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to 
be  engaged  in  constructing  batteries  at  various 
pcRnts  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river,  and  imme- 
diately on  its  banks ;  new  batteries  daily  appeared, 
till  at  length  extending  from  a  point  a  nule  above 
Fahnouth,  at  convenient  intervals,  they  reached 
Fredericksburg,  and  thence  even  down  the  river 
lome  three  or  four  miles.  On  a  great  part  of  this 
fine  th^e  were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the 
frtt  hank  of  the  river,  and  the  other  on  heights 
commanding  a  level  plateau  in  rear  of  this  bank. 
Most  of  the  guns  of  these  various  batteries  could 
be  made  to  bear  both  upon  the  city  ol^  Freder- 
iduborg  and  on  our  batteries  that  crowned  the 
b^jhu  on  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  The 
ffiKs  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  following  the  in- 
^tectioni  of  the  river,  enabled  them  to  dispose 
of  their  pieces  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the 
■deets  of  the  town ;  even  those  at  right  angles 
vere  alike  exposed. 


The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting 
each  other  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river, 
each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile  pick- 
ets in  fyiU  view  and  in  close  proximity ;  the  bat- 
teries scarcely  fired  a  gun,  and  the  pickets,  by 
mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  retrained  en- 
tirely from  the  use  of  their  rifles.  This  condi- 
tion of  affairs  continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at 
length  each  party,  perhaps,  became  impatient 
from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  nothing  unusual 
appeared  upon  my  part  of  the  line ;  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive  as  before ; 
the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker; 
the  day  passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate,  to  the  closest  observer  on  my 
front,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  or  medi- 
tating an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  to  give  warning  of  the  intended 
attack ;  but,  about  half  past  four  A.  M.  our  signal 
guns  were  fired,  upon  hearing  which,  all  were 
aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms. 
Little  before  the  dawn  of  day  musketry  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Fredericksburg, 
and,  after  that,  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
began.  Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of 
pickets  before  it  was  clear  day,  I  learned  that 
there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  anywhere 
visible. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire  with 
much  spirit,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  entirely 
concentrated  upon  the  town  of  Fredericksburg. 
Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with 
husbands  and  servants,  were  fieeing  from  their 
homes  at  this  early  hour  to  escape  the  enemy's 
terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Soon  after  it 
was  clear  daylight,  I  moved  my  brigade  up  to  the 
front,  and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover 
of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  river  and  the  town,  my  lett  resting 
upon  the  river,  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to 
the  left  of  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  and  then  extend- 
ing to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of 
Dr.  Taylor's,  leading  into  town,  and  thence  along 
the  base  of  the  hill  upon  which  Lane's  battery, 
to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine, 
and  then  bearing  slightly  to  the  rear  of  the 
Whitworth  gun  of  Lane's  battery,  and  then  cross- 
ing another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  battery, 
the  right  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied 
this  line,  and  the  fifth  was  held  in  rear  of  the 
centre  of  this  line.  ' 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right 
flank ;  the  battery  of  Captain  Lewis,  attached  to 
the  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  opposite  to 
the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  brigade  remained  all  day  quiet  spectators 
of  the  enemy's  fiendish  and  furious  bombardment 
of  Fredericksburg ;  many  shots  and  shells  were 
thrown  into  the  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  in- 
flicting but  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wound- 
ing two  men  of  the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment. 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  known  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  his  efforts  to  throw  pontoon 
bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  tne  town 
and  belowy  several  bridges  were  being  used  by 
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them  for  orotsing  over  the  troops.  Late  in  the 
evening,  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper 
pontoon  bridge,  gave  the  order  to  his  battery  to 
nre  upon  them.  This  was  instantlv  done,  and 
with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back 
under  cover  of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, the  battery  again  fired  upon  artillery  and 
cavalry  that  were  in  sight,  and  soon  drove  them 
off  and  out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  dam- 
age could  be  infiicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  slept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong 
pickets  being  thrown  to  the  front.  The  artillery- 
men remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  twelfth,  the  brigade  re- 
mained under  arms  and  in  position ;  shot  and 
shell  firom  the  enemy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  infiicting  any  loss.  Lewis's 
battery,  at  various  times  during  the  day,  fired  at 
the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the  river. 
About  three  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  bri- 
gade) came  in  sight ;  shot  and  shell  were  thrown 
upon  the  head  of  this  column,  causing  much  con- 
fusion in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  change 
their  course,  and  take  shelter  behind  houses. 
Later  in  the  dav,  the  battery  fired  upon  cavalry 
crossing  the  ford ;  in  each  case  damage  was  done 
the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to  leave 
the  field  with  wounded. 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the 
twelfth,)  with  strong  pickets  in  our  front. 

The  early  mom  of  the  thirteenth  was  dark,  and 
much  obscured  by  a  dense  fog;  at  length,  the 
rising  sun  dissipating  the  tnist,  about  eight  A.  M. 
musketry  was  heard  on  our  right;  this  fire 
quickened,  and  artillery  was  also  heard  in  the 
same  direction.  The  rapidity  and  quantity  of  the 
musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had 
begun.  The  firing,  at  length,  be^an  to  approach 
nearer  us,  the  right  of  our  left  wing  had  become 
engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extending 
towards  our  left,  reaching  as  far  as  its  centre, 
and  here  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  approaching 
no  nearer  our  position.  The  firing  haa  now  be- 
come general ;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  shells  are  heard,  varj'ing  at  times  in  quan- 
tity and  rapidity,  but  without  any  entire  cessation 
till  dark ;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  in- 
tense far  to  our  right,  and  then,  again,  the  centre 
and  the  left  centre  would  seem  to  be  the  point 
where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  heaviest 
forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to 
force  our  line.  More  artillery  appeared  to  be 
used  on  this  day  then  I  had  ever  known  before ; 
frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle, 
I  counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day 
my  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle,  re»ly  to 
meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  or  to  hasten  to 
any  point  of  the  line  that  might  need  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  oppor* 
tunity  of  firing  upon  the  enemy's  in&ntry  and 
cavalry  when  m  easy  range ;  in  all,  it  fired  four 
hundred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day,  one  killed  and  eight 


wounded — Lewis's  battery  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  the 
enemv's  artillery  and  none  bv  the  musket,  it 
would  seem  to  be  almost  incredible  that  the  loss 
should  have  been  so  inconsiderable ;  for,  firom  a 
point  near  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  on  a  command- 
mg  height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery  of  rifie 
pieces  that  enfiladed  my  line  lower;  down  and 
nearer,  on  the  slope  of  this  hill,  was  a  second 
battery,  that  had  the  same  fire  upon  them ;  and 
yet  nearer,  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  to  the  right  of  the  two  batteries  above 
referred  to,  was  another ;  and  then  again,  on  a 
very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  near 
the  house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  more 
than  twenty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us,  and  these 
of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces ;  and  down  the  river 
were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throw 
shot  and  shell  far  beyond  our  line ;  in  these  bat- 
teries there  could  not  have  been  less  than  fifty 
pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  Uie  thirteenth  we  were  under 
arms,  like  the  two  previous  nights,  strong  pickets 
being  in  our  front  During  the  night,  our  pickets 
were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  t£e  direction  of 
Fredericksburg. 

The  morning  of  the  fourteenth  was  foggy,  and, 
when  it  had  been  scattered  by  the  rising  sun,  nothing 
was  seen  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  save  his  dis- 
tant line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  usual  The  four- 
teenth passed  off  quietljr,  some  few  artillery  shots 
during  the  day,  and  at  intervals  a  little  finng  be- 
tween the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  fourteenth 
and  the  day  of  the  fifteenth  passed  off  with  little 
or  no  firing.  The  night  of  the  fifteenth  was  dark, 
windy,  and  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth foggy;  when  the  fog  disappeared  it  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the 
river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  side  but  a  few 
of  the  wounded,  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  few  of 
the  infantry  pickets,  whom  they  had  failed  to  re- 
lieve ;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  com- 
mand as  prisoners. 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  hav- 
ing been  under  arms  since  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  been 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report 
to  state  tnat  the  loss  in  my  command  was  fifteen 
killed  and  wounded ;  of  this  number  three  were 
killed. 

I  am,  sir, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  Wilcox, 

Brigttdier-GeoenU,  oommanding,  Jce. 

EEPORT  OP  BRIG.-GEN.  FEATHEBSTON. 

Headquarters  Featherston's  Brtgadb,  ) 
Deoemtier  22, 1862.     ( 

Thomas  8,  Mills,  Major  and  A.  A,  Qeneral : 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the 

following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 

in  the  battle  before  Freaerioksburg: 
About  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Thursday,  the 

eleventh  instant,  at  the  firing  of  the  signal  guiM, 
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my  br^^e  was  formed,  tnd  marched  n^idly  from 
its  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously 
dengnatea  for  Major-Oeneral  Anderson's  division, 
in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericksburg.  My 
brigade  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division, 
snd  was  posted  on  Thursday  morning  between 
the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run,  in  front  of  the 
town,  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washing- 
ton artfllery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day 
and  night,  protected  from  the  artillery*  fire  of  the 
enemy  b;^  a  continuous  range  of  hills  in  our  front 

On  Friday  morning,  mv  brigade  was  moved  to 
the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  our  first  position, 
between  the  plank  road  and  Haxel  Run,  occupied 
by  General  Ransom's  division. 

During  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained 
in  position  on  the  left  of  the  pumk  road,  about 
the  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  where 
'  ve  were  protected,  by  the  same  continuous  range 
of  hills,  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Saturday,  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
and  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
our  batteries,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  ex- 
tending our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remained 
daring  the  day,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  con< 
▼ergmg  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  immedi 
ately  in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to 
our  left  My  men  were  kept  lying  down  during 
the  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting  them  as  much 
tt  possible.  The  enemy's  battenes  immediately 
in  front  were  numerous  and  skilfully  served. 
Their  batteries  on  our  left  completely  enfiladed 
oar  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and 
ti  which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail 
themselves.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
eould  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
ptrt  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to 
bear  on  our  position  on  Saturday.  The  right  of 
ny  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the  fire  of 
the  enemy's  amall  arms.  My  orders  were  to  hold 
this  position  in  support  of  the  batteries  imme- 
diately in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to  the  bat- 
teries when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms 
iounediately  in  my  front  There  was  no  consid- 
erable advance  of  the  enemy's  smaU  arms  in  our 
iBQediate  firont  during  the  entire  engagement 
We  remained  in  this  position  Saturday  night, 
Sunday,  and  Sunday  night,  Monday,  and  Monday 
nkht  At  a  late  hour  on  Sunday  night,  I  was 
sovised  by  General  Ransom  that  one  of  his  bri- 
gades would  be  withdrawn  and  sent  across  Hazel 
Ban,  down  the  river,  by  order  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Longstreet  I  tben  threw  forward  to  the 
roek  frnce,  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  the 
Sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  and  &ye  com- 
panies of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(fonneriy  the  second  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place 
^seated  by  tome  of  the  troops  withdrawn,  and  to 
&nn  a  eontinuoua  line  of  battle.  These  troops, 
to  Witt  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  five  com- 
ptnies  of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi,  Sunday 
n^bt,  Monday,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
t^t  pesitioii*  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be 
relieved  by  o^ier  regimenta  of  my  brigi^e.  I 


On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  &ct  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the  river, 
the  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in 
front  During  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  the 
casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two  killed 
and  wounded,  and  one  on  Monday.  Among  the 
number  I  regret  to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two 
valuable  officers,  Major  Lee,  of  the  Forty-sixth, 
and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  Sixteenth  regi- 
ments, Doth  seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not 
dangerously  wounded.  The  small  list  of  casual- 
ties, under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the 
enemy's  numerous  batteries,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for,  under  Providence,  by  the  fact  t^at 
the  men  were  kept  l3ring  down  closely  on  the 
ground,  taking  advantage  of  every  hill  and  crest 
as  a  protection.  A  full  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your 
headquarters.  During  the  entire  engagement  of 
five  days  and  nights,  both  officers  and  men  mani- 
fested great  patience  and  endurance,  under  the 
hardships  ana  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the 
last  for  a  continuance  of  the  fight 

The  officers  of  the  medical,  commissary,  and 
quartermaster's  departments  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  several 
departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff 
officers,  Captain  W.  R  Barksdale,  assistant  adju* 
tant-general,  and  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Parker,  aid- 
de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids.  Captain 
C.  H.  Featherston  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Graves,  who 
attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and 
who  were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders,  upon  every  part  of  the 
field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Feathebston, 
Brigadier-Qenena,  oommanding. 

REPOBT  OF  BRIGADIEB-OENEBAL  KEBSHAW. 


Headquarters  Kershaw's  Brigade, 

CAJIP  NBAB  FREOBRirKSBUBO, 


'\ 


December  26, 1862. 

To  Major  J,  M,  Ooggin,  ABsistant  A^tdanU 

Oeneral : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  re- 
cent engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  by 
daylight,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  position  assigned  me,  the  right  resting  at 
the  left  of  Howison^  Hill,  and  the  left  near  How- 
ison's  Hill,  on  Hazel  Run.  Ordered,  during  the 
day,  to  reenforce  the  picket  of  Oeneral  Barksdale 
at  Deep  Run,  the  Fifteenth  regiment  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  sent, 
but  found  the  bridge  at  that  point  already  com- 
pleted and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  bat- 
teries on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained 
on  picket  until  withdrawn  to  its  former  nositioh, 
by  order  of  the  Major-Oeneral  commaitding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold 
as  to  cause  the  death  of  one  man,  and  disable. 
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temporarilyy  others.  With  tUs  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our 
defences  nightly,  without  any  incident  requiring 
notice,  until  Saturday,  the  thirteenth.  About  one 
o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two 
regiments  into  the  city  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb,  then  engaged  with  part  of  his  brigade  at 
the  foot  of  Marve's  Hill,  and  haying  called  for 
reenforcements,  I  sent  forward,  at  once.  Colonel 
John  D.  Kennedy,  with  his  own  (Second  regi- 
ment) and  the  £i^hth  regiment  South  Carolina 
yolunteers.  Colonel  £.  T.  Stackhouse  command- 
ing. Within  a  few  minutes  after,  I  was  directed 
to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same  point, 
and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moyed 
when  I  was  informed  that  General  Cobb  was 
wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major-General 
McLaws  to  hasten  forward  in  person  immediately 
and  take  command.  Leaving  my  staff  to  conduct 
the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapimy  as  possible,  to 
the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at 
Stevens's  house  at  the  moment  that  Colonel 
Kennedy  arrived  with  the  Second  and  Eighth 
regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of 
the  enemy.  The  position  was  excellent  Marye*s 
Hill,  covered  witn  our  batteries,  then  occupied 
by  the  Washington  artillery.  Colonel  Walton  com- 
manding, falls  off  abruptly  towards  Fredericks- 
burg to  a  stone  waU,  which  forms  a  terrace  on 
the  side  of-  the  hill,  and  the  outer  mar^n  of  the 
Telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  and  is  faced  by  a  stone  wall,  about  four  feet 
high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been 
cut  out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  (in  many  places,) 
this  last  wall  is  not  visible  above  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  ground  falls  off  rapidly  to  al- 
most a  level  surface,  which  extends  about  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards ;  then,  with  another  abrupt 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which  extends 
some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off 
abruptly  into  a  wide  ravine,  which  extends  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  city,  and  discharges  into 
Hazel  Kun.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  Cobb's 
brigade.  Colonel  McMillan  commanding,  occupied 
our  entire  front,  and  my  troops  could  only  get 
into  position  by  doubling  on  them.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  formation^  along  most 
of  the  hne,  during  the  engagement)  was  conse- 
quently four  deep.  ^  As  an  evidence  of  the  cool- 
ness of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that, 
notwithstanding  that  their  fire  was  the  most 
rapid  and  continuous  I  have  ever  witnessed,  not 
a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to 
three  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  Third  regiment.  Colonel 
J.  D.  Nance,  and  Seventh,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Mar)'e's 
house,  with  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  regi- 
ment South  Carolina  volunteers  in  reserve  and 
under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James's  Third 
South  Carolina  battalion,  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bice  commanding,)  I  left  in  position  at  Howi- 
Bon's  Mill,  to  protect  our  right  from  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  Third 
and  Seventh  regiments  were  getting  into  position, 


another  fierce  attack  was  sustained,  and  those 
regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  severe- 
ly. Colonel  J.  D.  I^ance,  that  gallant  and  effi- 
cient officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
severely  wounded  in  three  places.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  command 
devolved,  was  almost  immediately  shot  down, 
dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Moffat, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  senior 
captain,  upon  assuming  command,  was  danger- 
ously, if  not  mortally  wounded,  and  his  successor. 
Captain  Summer,  killed.  Notwithstanding  these 
unprecedented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without 
hesitation  or  confusion,  gallantly  held  their  posi- 
tion, under  command  of  Captain  John  U.  G. 
Nance,  assisted  by  my  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant 
A.  £.  Doby,  and  in  every  attack  repulsed  the 
enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted  as  gallantljr  b)[  the 
Seventh  regiment,  immediateljr  on  their  right 
In  the  mean  time,  line  after  line  of  the  enemy 
deployed  in  the  ravinei  and  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes, 
until  half  past  four  o'clock,  when  there  was  a  lull 
of  about  a  half  hour,  during  which  a  mass  of  ar- 
tillery was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  town, 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I 
brought  up  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment  Our 
batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery 
were  relieved  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander's 
battalion.  Under  cover  of  this  artillery  fire,  the 
most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the 
ravine,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  our  artillery, 
impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front  From  this 
time  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  con- 
tinuous, and  the  fire  on  both  sides  terrific.  Some 
few,  chiefly  officers,  got  within  eighty  yards  of 
our  lines ;  but,  in  every  instance,  their  lines  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hun- 
dred paces.  The  firing  gradually  ceased,  and,  by 
seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  established  within 
eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief 
loss,  after  getting  into  position  in  the  road,  was 
from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  some 
buildings  on  my  left  flank  in  the  early  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  was  onl]r  silenced  by  Captain 
Wallace,  of  the  Second  regiment,  directmg  a  con- 
tinuous fire  of  one  company  upon  the  buildings. 
General  Cobb,  I  learn,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from 
that  quarter.  The  regiments  on  the  hill  suffered 
most,  as  they  were  less  perfectly  covered.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement.  Colonel  McMillan  was  recn- 
forced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  a  brigade  of  General  Ransom's 
command  was  also  engaged  $  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  me,  I  am  unable  to  ^ve  any  particulars 
in  regard  to  them.  That  mght  we  materiaUy 
strengthened  our  position,  and  I  more  perfectly 
organized  and  arranged  my  command,  nilly  ex- 

r acting  the  attack  to  be  renewed  the  next  dav. 
sent  the  Third  regiment  in  reserve,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind 
the  first  declivity  in  front ;  but  the  operations  on 
both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing  of  sharp- 
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•hooters.  We  lost  but  one  man  during  that  day, 
but  it  is  reported  that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon 
the  enemy  (Sykes's  division)  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  Monday  morning  discovered  the  pickets 
of  the  enemy  behind  riiie-pits,  constructed,  during 
the  night,  along  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  From 
this  position  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our 
batteries,  and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  General  Semmes  relieved  General 
Cobb's  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, as  soon  as  the  haze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets being  no  longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts 
from  my  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and  from  Gen- 
eral Semmes's  to  the  right.  The  former  soon 
returned,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  town, 
which  the  latter  soon  confirmed,  with  the  addi- 
tional information  that  the  bridge  had  been  re- 
moved. I  sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from 
each  brigade,  and  afterwards  two  regiments,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, to  occupy  the  town.  A  number  of 
prisoners  and  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
etc,  were  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  imparted.  During  these  bperations 
1  was  ably  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Captain 
Holmes,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D»  C, 
who  were  present  on  the  field,  in  the  active  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Myers, 
ordnance  officer,  was  at  his  post  promptly  re- 
plenishing our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieuten- 
ant W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  L  G.,  was  disabled,  from 
the  injuries  received  at  Maryland  Heights,  but 
was  on  the  field,  and  received  a  contusion  on  the 
bead  from  a  shelL  Colonel  McMillan,  command- 
ing Cobb's  brigade,  rendered  valuable  assistance, 
and  when  offered  the  alternative  of  being  relieved 
Saturday  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  honor  of 
remaining.  All  Uie  regimental  %eld  officers  and 
company  conunandera  are  entitled  to  commen- 


dation for  coolness  and  courage,  and  their  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  produce  a  deliberate  and  effec- 
tive fire,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Besides  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as 
wounded.  Major  F.  OaiUard,  Second  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  was  struck  in  the  face 
before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at 
my  reouest,  to  the  regiments  in  the  rear.  For 
particular  mention  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  command- 
ers themselves,  herewith  submitted.  Captain  G. 
B.  Cuthbert's  company,  Second  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  was  thrown  out  by  m^  on 
the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  on  the  thirteenth,  in  an 
exposed  position,  but  one  from  which  they  could 
harass  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank.  They  held 
the  position  the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  am- 
munition and  effectivelv  annoying  the  enemy. 
His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officery 
severely  wounded.  Captain  Head's  battery  was 
posted  on  the  hill,  on  the  right  of  my  first  posi- 
tion, and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds 
of  ammunition,  affording  excellent  practice  in 
the  field.  I  will  here  remark  that,  during  the 
engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired 
about  fifly-five  rounds  per  man.  A  lar^e  red  and 
white  battle  flag,  with  thfe  fi^re  **  1 "  m  the  cen- 
tre, and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  regiment,  are  the  trophies  taken 
in  battle  by  my  command,  and  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  division  headquarters.  I  append 
herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  my  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  B.  Kershaw, 

Brlj^adier-General,  oommandiiig. 


List  of  Casualties  in  Kershaw*s  Brigade 
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KEPOET  OF  BBIGADIER-OENEBAL  WRIGHT. 

Headquarters  Wright's  Brigade,  Anderson's  ) 

Division,  Camp  neae  Fredrricksburo,  > 

December  24, 1662.     ) 

Major  Thomas  S,  Mills,  A,  A,  O,  Division : 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  circular  issued 
from  division  headquarters  on  December  twen- 


tieth, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericks- 
burg. At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  my  bri|^ade  was  put  under  apns 
and  marched  to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  our 
redoubts  on  the  l^fl  of  the  plank  road,  and  there 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting  on  Gen- 
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eral  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General 
Wilcox's  right  In  this  position  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  when,  the 
enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back 
to  my  former  and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  when  the 
enemy  opened  his  oatteries  upon  the  town,  pre- 
paratory to  crossing  the  river,  the  Third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  the 
upper  edge  of  the  town.  This  regiment  retained 
its  position  during  the  whole  day,  subjected  to  a 
most  galling  fire  n'om  the  enemy's  batteries.  At 
five  o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  tfaiat  day,  I  received 
a  communication  from  Colonel  £.  J.  Walker, 
commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me  that 
the  enemy  had  effected  the  building  of  one  or 
more  bridges,  and  had  crossed  a  considerable 
force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket 
duty  immediately  on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and 
that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade,  also  on 
picket  duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line' 
of  battle,  and  inquiring  what  he  (Colonel  Walker) 
should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders  to  hold 
his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if 
then  he  should  become  satisfied  that  General 
Bdirksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the  enemy 
should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  to  fall  back  m  order  to  my  line,  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  canal.  At  eight  o'clock  next 
morning  Colonel  Walker  fell  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  canal  bridges  —  General  Barksdale  having, 
as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  previously  fallen 
back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's 
loss,  during  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one 
man  killed  and  one  sb'ghtly  wounded.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  the  twelfth  instant,  the  Second 
Georgia  battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  C.  J.  Moffat,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house, 
where  it  remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  was  relieved  by  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regi- 
ment. Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  uie 
fight  of  Saturday,  Captain  Mofiat  lost  one  man 
killed  and  one  wounded.  No  other  casualties 
occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  ofiicers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had 
no  opportunity  to  display  the  courage  and  gal- 
lantry which  have  heretofore  marked  their  conduct 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
gaged, their  patient  and  protracted  *^  lying  in 
wait "  during  the  six  days  they  were  under  arms, 
exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the  severe  cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given 
me  increased  confidence  in  their  character  as 
veteran  soldiers,  who  are  alike  equal  to  the  trials 
of  actual  battle  and  of  waiting  under  the  enemy's 
guns  for  any  emergency  which  might  require 
their  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright, 

Brigadier-Qeneral,  oommanding  Brigade. 


BEPOBT  OF  BRIGADIEB-GENEBAL  MAHONB. 

HSAlXiUABTEBS  HAHONS'S  BrIOADB,  AlTDERSOX'S  I 

Division,  Deoember  21, 1862.    ) 
To  Major  T.  8,  MiUs,  Assistant  Adjutant^Gm- 

eral,  Anderson^ s  Division : 

Majob  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  divisioa 
headquarters,  I  beg  to  present  the  following 
statement  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  in 
the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of  FrederidLS- 
burg: 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm,  Tharsda?, 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  brigade  was  placed  m 
the  position  assigned  it  by  the  division  com- 
mander, immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle 
selected  in  the  event  of  any  attack  upon  our  own 
front. 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade  continued  under 
arms  in  this  position  during  the  period  of  the 
fight,  and,  in  fact,  imtil  Tuesday,  the  bixteentfa 
instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Fredericks- 
burg, and  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  it  always  had  a  regiment, 
and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of  the  batteries 
on  the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
artillery  fire,  and  which,  though  active,  and  espe- 
cially on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  bat 
eight  casualties  in  the  brigade.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  add,  that  much  work,  in  the  erection  Jot 
batteries  and  rifle-pits,  was  performed  by  the 
troops  of  the  brigade  during  the  four  days  of 
the  battle;  among  these  works  may  be  men- 
tioned the  one,  as  of  special  advantage,  in  dis- 
lodging the  enemy  i^om  behind  the  hills  on  the 
right  of  the  plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

m  WiLLUM  MaHONB, 

Biig9dler-QeaenL 

BEPOBT  OP  COL.  MILLEB,  OP  COBB'S  BBIGADE. 

Brigade  Hbadquabtbbs,  Pbeobbicksburo,  Ya.,    i 

Deoember  20, 18G2.  { 

Major  James  M.  Qoggin,  Assistant  Adjutani' 

General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  tou  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at  five 
o'clock,  the  brigade  was  put  under  arms  and  in 
position,  and  so  remained  until  seven  o'clock  p.  M., 
when  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiments  and'^  Phillips's  legion  were  marched 
into  Flredericksburg  by  General  Cobb,  to  relieve 
General  Barksdale,  and  took  position  in  our  line 
of  battle  in  the  road  along  the  foot  of  Marye'a 
Hill,  crossing  the  Telegraph  road,  by  which  the 
enemy  advanced ;  the  legion  on  the  left.  Twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  on 
the  right.  The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during 
the  night  Our  pickets  and  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  Close  and  heavy  skirmishing  was 
kept  up  during  Friday,  the  twelfth,  and  on  that 
night  we  again  rested  on  our  arms. 

At  daybreak  on  the  thirteenth,  skinnishing 
again  commenced,  accompanied  by  the  enemy's 
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shells.  This  was  kept  np  contiiiuaUy  until  about 
eleren  o'clock  a.  h.,  wnen  the  adyance  of  the 
enemy  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  ap- 
proached the  left  of  our  line  by  the  Telegraph 
rotd  and  deployed  towards  our  right.  He  bad 
succeeded  in  planting  three  stands  of  colors 
aloog  our  front,  and  \vhen  his  column  had  been 
deployed  about  two  thirds  of  the  distance  on  his 
Hne,  our  well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his 
ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated.  General 
Cobb,  whose  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
this  first  signal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  he  00  well  commanded.  About  twelve  or 
fifteen  minutes  thereafter  General  Cobb  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  bri- 
nde.  Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the 
orst,  advanced  in  our  ^ont,  and  moved  steadily 
forward  to  their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the 
cdumn  approached,  I  directed  the  smaU  arms  to 
cease  until  the  enemy  should  get  nearer.  So  soon 
as  he  got  within  certain  ranee,  our  fire  mowed 
down  his  ranks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  sur- 
vivors retreated.  They  were  met  by  a  strong 
reenforcement,  and  again  advanced  upon  us  in 
heavier  force ;  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in 
their  ranks  was  terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them 
back.  Column  after  column  was  brought  up  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until 
after  dark.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  re- 
polsed  with  immense  slaughter.  During  the 
afternoon  a  courier  informed  me  that  you  had 
sent  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill, 
to  await  orders.  I  sent  for  that  regiment,  and 
placed  it  on  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  protect 
that  point,  which  it  held  during  the  remainder  of 
the  engagement.  We  rested  on  our  arms  that 
night  and  throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday, 
the  fourteenth,  a  close,  heavy,  and  continuous 
iktrnush  fire  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday  night  we 
were  relieved  by  General  Semmes. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  cool 
bravery  of  botb  ofiicers  and  men,  and  the  prompt- 
ness and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed 
and  executed  all  orders.  The  heaps  of  slain  in 
our  front  tell  best  how  well  they  acted  their  part. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

Robert  M.  Miller, 

Colonel,  commandiDg  Brigade. 

REPORT  OP  BRIGADIEB-GENERAL  PERRY. 

Hkadquartbrs  P^rrt's  Brtoade,  > 
December  18, 1862.        i 

Mq^  Thomas    8.  Mills,  Assistant  Adjutant 

General: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
the  reports  of  commanders  of  the  Donaldsville 
tniUery  battery  and  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
the  only  portions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  the 
Rcent  battle  on  the  Rappahannock  River : 

The  Eighth  Florida  regiment  having  been  de- 
tailed for  picket  duty  and  placed  temporarily 
vnder  command  of  Bngadier-General  Barksdale, 
commanding  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg, 
1  am  unable  to  give  additional  information  to  that 
eontaiDed  in  Captain  Lang's  report,  to  which  I 


call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga- 
dier-General Barksdale,  relative  to  three  com- 
panies of  this  regiment,  which  were  detailed  from 
the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale,  and  assigned 
to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General 
BarkRdale  replied  that  they  were  probably  taken 
prisoners  by  the  enemy.  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  further  information  upon  the  subject. 
I  respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Donaldsonville  battery 
throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Both  officers 
and  men  stood  bravely  and  faithfully  at  their 
posts,  and,  while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavy 
fire,  the  guns  were  handled  with  masterly  skiU 
and  with  great  efiect 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  Of  this  number,  eight 
were  killed,  forty-three  wounded,  and  forty-three 
missing.  Of  these,  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment 
lost  seven  killed,  thirty-seven  wounded,  and  forty- 
three  missing.  The  Fifth  Florida  regiment  had ' 
one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor,  Major, 

To  be  very  respectfully,  &c.» 

E.  A.  Perry, 

Brigadier-General,  oommandlng. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL,  COMMANDING 
COOK£*S  BRIGADE. 

Hbadquartbrs  Cookb*8  Brigade,  ) 
December  17,  imi,        ] 

Captain  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  twelve  o'clock,  Saturday,  the  thir- 
teenth, at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
on  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as 
follows :  The  Twenty-seventh  on  the  right.  Forty- 
eighth  next.  Fifteenth  on  the  left.  We  moved 
into  action  by  regiments.  After  advancing  abodt 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell 
and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the  crest  of  Willis's 
Hill,  which  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which 
hill  several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  the 
bri^de  was  halted  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  wai  then  engaged  in  making  a  furi- 
ous assault  on  our  front  line,  which  was  covered 
by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  which 
assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  re- 
pulsed, vrith  ^eat  loss  to  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in  getting  up  to 
within  forty  yards  of  the  walL 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  Forty-sixth 
was  moved  down  the  hill  behind  the  fence,  sup- 
porting Cobb's  brigade.  The  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-sixth  remained  behind  the  fence,  and 
the  Forty-eighth  and  Fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  all  day. 

Six  different  times  during  the  day  did  the 
enemy  advance  his  heavily-reenforced  columns, 
and  each  time  was  driven  back  with  immense 
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loss.  The  action  ceased  at  nigfat,  when  the  bri- 
gade  was  withdrawn,  and  resumed  the  position 
they  occupied  previous  to  the  action. 

I  regret  to  nave  to  state  that  our  brave  com- 
mander was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  with- 
out exception,  the  conduct  of  the  different  regi- 
ments composing  this  brigade  was  deserving  of 
the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next 
day,  the  commanders  of  the  different  regiments 
were  ordered  to  intrench  themselves  that  night, 
and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient 
to  cover  their  whole  commands ;  and,  the  night 
after,  two  additional  works  were  completed,  suf- 
ficient for  two  more  regiments. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  relieved 
by  General  Jenkins,  and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was 
heavy.  A  correct  list  of  casualties  will  be  hand- 
ed in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  Hall, 
Colonel,  oommanding  Cooke*8  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LAW. 

Bbigadb  Headquarters,  { 
December  17,  1802.        J 

Major  W.  H.  Sully ^  Assistant  AdjiUant-Oen- 

ercU: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg, on  Saturday,  December  thirteen,  1862 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  my  brigade 
formed  a  portion  of  the  second  or  reserve  line, 
extending  along  the  range  of  hills  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Uamilton*s  Crossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds's 
house.  On  the  plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the 
position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and  about  five 
hundred  yards  distant,  the  s&rt  of  timber  border- 
ing on  Deep  Run,  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Rappahannock,  abruptly  terminates.  From  this 
point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  its  general  direction 
being  almost  perpendicular  to  our  own  line  and 
that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Oreen  road. 
I  received  orders,  during  the  morning,  from  Ma- 
jor-General  Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to 
render  assistance  to  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required ;  and 
was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  sU^port  Brigadier- 
General  Pender,  who  held  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
to  my  front  and  right  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the 
wood  on  Deep  Run,  and,  forming  into  line  of 
battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  battery,  which 
was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  Pender's 
eft,  and  supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Per- 
ceiving this  attack,  I  moved  my  brigade  forward 
to  the  edge  of  the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  I  advanced  with  them 
to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the  plateau 
directly  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  about  two 
Hundred  yards  from  it    The  enemy  was  prompt- 


ly driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  Fifty-seventh 
North  Carolina,  which  was  in  advance,  and  the 
regiment  continued  to  move  steadily  forward  to 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it  During  the 
action  a  body  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the 
wood  bordenng  the  run,  upon  the  left  of  the  ad- 
vancing line.  This  was  promptly  checked  by  a 
fire  from  the  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  from 
the  Fifty-fourth,  which  changed  front  obliquely 
to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood.  la  the 
mean  time,  the  Fourth  Alabama  had  been  brought 
forward  in  front  of  the  battery  as  a  support 
Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  I  ordered 
the  two  regiments  in  advance  to  retire  and  take 
position  on  the  railroad|  which  thev  held  until 
after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  tbe  Sixth 
North  CarolinA*  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty-seventh 
and  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiments  was 
admirable.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  their 
steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolness 
with  which  tney  retired  to  the  line  of  railroad 
when  ordered.  Colonel  Godwin,  commanding 
the  Fifty-seventh,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  com- 
manding the  Fiftv-fourth,  ably  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Jones  and  Murchison,  handled 
their  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolness. 
The  officers  of  my  stafi".  Captain  Terrell,  assists 
ant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Capons^ 
aid-de-camp,  were,  as  usual,  con[bpicuous  for  gal- 
lantry and  usefulness,  contributing  materially  by 
their  exertions  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops. 
It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report  the  death  of 
private  V.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment, an  acting  officer  on  my  stafil  Alabama 
never  bore  a  braver  son,  and  our  country's  cause 
has  never  received  the  sacrifice  of  a  manlier 
spirit  He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  always 
found  him,  at  his  post  The  following  is  a  reca- 
pitulation of  the  loss  of  the  brigade : 


Regiment. 

Killed. 

WOUNDED. 

Musnco. 

57th  N.  Carolina, . 
54th  N.  CaroliDa, . 
6th  N.  CaroUna, .  . 
4th  Alalmma,  .  .  . 
44th  Alabama,    .  . 

32 
9 
6 

4 

00 
35 
19 
18 
2 

3 

Total, 

60 

IM 

6 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 

R  M.  Law, 

Brigadier-GeneraL 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  SEHMRS. 

Headquarters  Semxes  Brigade,  i 

Cajip  near  Frbdekicksburo,  > 

December  22, 1802.        ) 

M<yor  J.  M,  Ooggin,  Assistant  Ac^jutant^Oen- 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a 
list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  in  the  battle 
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of  Fredericksburg,  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fif- 
teenth, inclusive.  Except  when  posted  in  the 
road,  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth,  my  brigade  was  not  under 
&e  from  small  arms,  ft  was  only  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  from  which  it  suffered 
but  h'tde. 

I  am,  Major,  v^ry  respectfully. 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

Paul  J.  Semmes, 

Brigadier-General. 


BEPOET  OF  BRIGADIEIUGENERAL  PAXTON. 


■\ 


Headquarters  Paxton's  Brigade,  Jackson's 
Division,  Camp  near  Corbin*s  Farm, 
December  24, 1862. 

Ccqdain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

Oeneral: 

Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the 
division  commander  to  report  the  participation 
of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  con- 
asting  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
leventh,  and  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiments,  and 
Qupenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  officers  and  eleven 
hundred  men,  marched  from  its  encampment 
near  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
twelfth  instant,  at  daybreak.  After  reaching  the 
batde-field,  and  frequent  changes  of  positions, 
when  the  engagement  commenced,  mv  brigade 
occupied  a  position  near  the  crest  or  the  hill, 
lome  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  General 
Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  my 
right  resting  on  the  left  of  Ewell's  division.  My 
orders  were  to  support  Oeneral  Gregg,  and  be 
gOTemed  in  my  action  by  his  movements.  Upon 
a  report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom 
I  had  sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that 
Gregg's  brigade  was  moving,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
gade to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  About  the 
time  of  reaching  Oeneral  Gregg's  position,  the 
Second  Virginia  regiment,  occupying  the  right 
of  my  line,  came  m  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
under  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Naden- 
bousch,  commanding  the  regiment,  filed  obliquely 
to  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  efi'ected  its 
change  of  position  when  it  was  firea  upon  by  the 
eoemy.  Expecting,  from  the  indications,  that 
my  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this  position,  I 
proceeded  to  bring  fomard  the  Fifth  and  Fourth 
regiments  at  double-quick,  and  post  them  upon 
the  right  of  the  second  regiment,  and  to  put  the 
Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  regiments  in 
position  upon  its  left.  These  dispositions,  how- 
ever, were  not  accomplished  until  the  firing 
ceased,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly  repulsed 
by  the  Second  regiment.  Soon  after  I  changed 
my  position,  and  occupied  the  military  road. 
Whilst  there,  I  found  that  troops  were  falling 
hack  in  disorder  past  the  right  or  my  Mne,  when 
I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  right,  upon  the  road,  to  guard  against 
in  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Again 
I  changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the 
fence  in  front    That  night  my  brigade  slept  on 


their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and  the  next 
morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  division  commander,  took  a  position  on 
the  railroad,  my  right  resting  opposite  the  posi- 
tion which  my  left  nad  occupied  on  the  military 
road.  Here  the  day  passed  off  quietly,  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  firing  between  the  pickets. 
Carpenter's  battery  was  detached  from  my  brigade  * 
on  tne  twelfth,  and  was  not  under  my  orders  dur- 
ing the  engagement.  A  report  of  its  participa- 
tion in  the  engagement  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

1  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers, 
Captains  Nadenbousch  and  Colston,  acting  field 
officers  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment  ,*  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gardiner  and  Major  Terry,  Fourth 
Virginia  regiment;  Lieutenant-Uolonel  XVilliams 
and  Captain  Newton,  Fifth  Virginia  regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  £dmondson  and  Major  Shri- 
ver.  Forty-seventh  Virginia  re^ment,  and  Colonel 
Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  great  gallantry,  skill,  and  coolness  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gardiner,  after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distin- 
guished for  his  gallantry,  through  all  the  battles 
of  the  campaign,  (Port  Republic,  Richmond,  Ce- 
dar Mountain,  Manassas,  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  severely,  if  not 
fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Amall,  Fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  my  assistant  adiu- 
tant-general,  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  his 
gallant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the  duties 
incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of 
my  command  I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the 
courage,  fidelity,  and  promptness  exhibited  in 
obeying  my  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss 
of  four  killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  missing ; 
total,  seventy-four.  The  reports  of  regimental 
and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  Paxton, 
Brlgadier-Greneral. 
\ 

KKPORT  OP  COLONEL  HOKE,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Trimble's  Briagde,  { 
Deocml)er  19, 1862.     ) 

M(yor  8,  Bale,  Acting  Assistant  AdJiUant-Qen' 

eral,  EtoelVs  Division  : 

Majob  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday, 
thirteenth  of  this  month,  I  received  orders  from 
General  Early  to  form  my  brigade  immediately 
behind  General  Hays^s  brigade,  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  Richmond  and  Ifredericksburg 
railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  about  four  miles 
from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position 
for  about  two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannon- 
ading, and  lost  a  number  of  men  in  tliis  place. 
The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  *quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move 
my  fcrigade  by  the  left  flank,  and  let  my  right 
rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered 
me  to  the  front  to  the  support  of  General  Archer. 
I  moved  promptly  and  steadily  to  the  front,  and 
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found  General  Archer  had  been  drtren  back,  and 
the  enemy  had  occupied  the  woods  upon  the  top 
of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove  them  from  this  posi- 
tion, and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  that  they  had 
retreated  to  the  railroad,  in  which  place  they  had 
held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that 
point  commanded  a  large  portion  of  our  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  that  I  would 
lose  from  their  sharpshooters ;  so  I  immediately 
ordered  a  charge,  and  drove  them  from  their 
place,  killing  about  two  hundred,  and  wounding 
a  large  number,  one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into 
my  hands.  I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who  were  able  to  make 
their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them. 
I  also  captured  about  three  huncbred  prisoners. 
I  had  brought  from  this  point  about  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the  raD- 
road.  After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I 
followed  them  to  the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and 
at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go  farther. 
While  I  was  in  this  position,  the  main  line  of  the 
enemy  gave  back  about  fifty  yards ;  and  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  if  a  brigade  had  been  upon  my  right 
we  could  have  driven  the  whole  line.  I  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other 
forces  were  coming  forward ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  down  the  river  road, 

Sreparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right 
ank,  and  seeing  my  position  would  soon  become 
a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the  Twenty-first  North 
Carolina  and  Twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
First  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  rail- 
road, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  with 
orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the  Fif- 
teenth Alabama  and  Twelfth  Georgia  regiments 
back  to  the  intrenchments  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  all  of  which  was  done  efiectuallv  and 
promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss.  My  loss 
in  this  charge  and  falling  back  was  only  two  men 
killed  and  about  thirty  wounded,  most  of  which 
were  very  slight  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott  was 
killed  while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted 
most  gallantly,  and  did  his  duty  nobly.  I  held 
my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  fifteenth,  at 
which  time  I  was  relieved  by  General  D.  H.  Hall's 
troops.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command;  all  did 
their  duty  nobly,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a 
spirit  of  determination,  and  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain 
A.  Hoffinan,  •  acting  ordnance  officer,  was  of 
great  service  to  me  upon  the  field.  My  tabular 
report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent 
in.  The  report  of  the  action  of  the  battery 
attached  to  this  brigade  will  be  made  b)r  Captain 
Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on 
that  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  Hoke, 
Colonel,  oommanding  Brigade. 

Official  copy: 
S.  Hale, 

Acting  AsaUtant  AcUntant-Xjteneral. 


BEPOET  OF  COLONEL  WALKER,  COIUIANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Hbadquabtebs  Eablt*s  Bbigade,  Dec  26th,  1802. 
Mmor  S,  Haley  Acting  A.  A.  G.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of 
Early's  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
on  the  thirteenth  instant : 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Early, 
commanding  diyision,  in  the  second  line  of  bat- 
tle, supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division.  The  action 
had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour,  before  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Early  (through 
Major  Wilson,  volunteer  aid)  to  advance  at 
double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  their  way 
through  the  first  line,  and  were  advancing.  I  put 
the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met  the  enemy  ajbout 
the  middle  of  the  woods ;  but  they  fell  back  as  we 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  them  closely, 
driving  them  across  the  railroad,  and  following 
them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  open  deld. 
When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  was  no  sup- 
port on  our  left,  and  a  large  column  of  Fedem 
infantry  were  moving  across  the  railroad,  about 
four  hundred  jards  to  our  left,  and  entering  the 
woods.  Fearing  to  advance  farther  to  our  front, 
I  drew  my  command  back  to  the  railroad,  and 
held  that  position,  after  detailing  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Terrill,  with  the  Thirteenth  Virffinia,  to 
deploy  his  regiment  on  our  left  flank,  and  direct- 
ing him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  timber  to 
engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon  the 
flank.  This  was  done  promptly,  and  Thomas's 
brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  engac:ing  them 
in  u'ont  about  the  same  time,  they  fell  back  in 
good  order,  but  scarcely  firing  a  gun  in  their  re- 
treat The  two  fires  told  severely  upon  them,  as 
the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on 
that  part  of  the  field  clearly  showed.  After  this 
column  of  the  enemy  fell  back,  there  was  for 
some  time  no  body  of  their  troops  in  sight,  bat 
not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantage 
of  our  position  oy  advancing  in  pursuit  over  the 
open  plain,  I  continued  to  hold  the  railroad  for 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  moles- 
tation from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  formi.ng  a 
fresh  line  of  troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our  range, 
and  throwing  out  skirmishers,  who  kept  up  a 
straggling  fire  until  night  After  dark,  I  left 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  com- 
mand back  into  the  woods  about  one  hundred  and 
fifb^  yards,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by 
Paxton's  brigade,  and  joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  in 
killed  and  wounded.  I  cannot  dose  without  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  for  the  manner  in  which 
this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  exhibited  by  both  officers  and  men. 
I  had  no  trouble  in  gettmg  them  to  Jight,  but  a 
^ood  deal  to  get  them  to  stopj  when  in  my  opin- 
ion it  was  imprudent  to  go  farther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
J.  A.  Walker, 
Col<mel,  oomminrttng  Brigade 

Official  copy:    8.  Hale, 

Acting  Assiftant  A<Uot«nt-Genertl. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XKXnniENTS. 


125 


RSPOBT  OF  BRIGADIEB-GBNEBAL  HATS. 

Headquabtebs  First  Louisiana  Brigade,  { 
December  19, 1862.     ( 

To  Mqjor  Sale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant^Oen- 

ml: 

Majob  :  On  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
on  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad, 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  ten  o'clock, 
I  proceeded  to  place  my  brigade,  according  to 
orders,  in  line  ot  battle,  with  my  ri?ht  resting  on 
tbe  raUroad,  and  the  line  extended  on  the  road 
Iwding  to  Spottsylvanla  Court  House.  Here  I 
was  duected  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of. 
the  shelter  afforded  by  the  hills  on  the  north. 

A  short  while  before  noon  an  order  was  con- 
Teyed  to  me  to  advance  in  line,  through  the 
woods,  towards  the  front  I  accordingly  put  my 
Ime  in  motion.  While  advancing,  I  was  informed 
ef  the  existence  of  a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill 
OT^looking  the  river  bottom,  and  directed  to  oc- 
eamr  it  as  a  rifle-pit  But,  on  reaching  the  place, 
I  discovered  other  tfoons  in  possession  of  the 
ditch,  and  accordingly  halted  my  line  a  few  yards 
in  their  rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in  support. 
In  this  position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  the  night  following. 

The  next  morning,  the  fourteenth  instant,  at 
dawn,  my  brigade  was  moved  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch  above 
referred  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Oenerd 
Paxton's  brigade,  then  occupying  the  railroad. 
While  in  this  position,  I  was  directed  to  send  a 
regiment  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the 
r>uroad«  between  the  brigades  of  General  Paxton 
and  General  Trimble,  then  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hoke.  The  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment  was 
sent  to  complete  this  line.  The  remainder  of  the 
brigade  continued  to  occupy  the  line  indicated 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  and  the 
night  succeeding. 

In  the  morning  following;  the  fifteenth  instant, 
I  resumed  my  original  place,  near  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  and  there  remained  until  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in 
rear  of  the  batteries  posted  on  the  hill,  with  my 
r%ht  resting  on  the  railroad.  I  had  barely  reached 
my  position,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  be- 
11^  discovered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  cross- 
iBg,  and,  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  took  up  the 
me  <rf  march  in  the  direction  of  Port  ItoyaL 

My  loss,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty-four 
wounded,  and  one  missing,  was  inflicted  by  the 
enemy's  batteries,  while  advancing  in  line,  on  the 
thirteenth  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front. 

I  have  to  commend  the  zealous  promptness  of 
officers  and  men  in  obeying  my  orders,  and  the 
€«n»8t  desire  they  evinced  to  meet  the  enemy. 
And,  I  am  happy  to  add,  there  was  less  straggling 
donng  the  several  days  of  the  recent  engage- 
ments, than  I  have  ever  known.  To 'Captain 
New  and  Lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respeo- 
tire  duties. 

Habby  T.  Hays, 
Bilgadler-GeneraL  oommandtaig. 


BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  KENNSDY,  GOMMANDIKO 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Second  South  Carolina  ) 
Rboiment,  Deoember  20, 1802.     ( 

Captain  C,  H,  Holmes,  Assistant  AdQutant^Qen' 

eral,  Kershaw's  Brigade : 

Captain  :  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  ultimo.  Lieutenant 
Dwieht,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  ordered  me 
to  take  my  regiment,  the  Second,  and  the  Eighth, 
Captain  Stackhouse,  to  the  support  of  General 
Coob,  on  the  Telegraph  road.  I  moved  out,  left 
in  front,  the  Eighth  following.  In  rear  of  the 
extreme  right  battery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artil- 
lery (on  Fuller's  Hill),  I  halted  the  Second  regi- 
ment imtil  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.  I  then 
moved  the  two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left 
of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,)  fronted,  and 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  Uie  Eighth  the 
battalion  of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  right, 
so  as  to  throw  the  two  commands  between  the 
two  right  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  the  hill  and  the  Marye 
house.  The  fire  of  shell  and  small  arms  was  ter- 
rific, raking  the  whole  field.  The  men  moved 
forward  in  fine  style,  obeying  promptly  every 
command  issued.  When  I  arrived  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill  I  gave  the  command,  *'  Double-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone 
fence  on  the  Telegraph  road,  where  General  Cobb 
was  posted.  One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ing it,  and  that  by  the  Eighth  regiment  The 
Eighth  regiment  supported  a  portion  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the  Second  was 
disposed  as  follows :  three  companies  on  the  left 
of  the  Eighth,  one  company  and  the  half  of 
another  at  the  small  house  near  the  centre  of 
General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw 
made  his  headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a 
half  to  the  left  of  this  house,  behind  a  stone  wall, 
in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment. 
Captain  Pulliam,  with  his  company,  came  up 
shortly  after  this  disposition  of  my  command, 
and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion  (of  General  Cobb's  brigade)  was  posted  to 
the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  and,  al- 
though later  in  the  action  than  the  rest  of  my 
regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move 
out  of  the  trenches,)  did  fine  execution.  The 
action  continuing  until  after  dark,  advance  after 
advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.  The  whole  regi- 
ment acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage ; 
men  never  did  their  duty  more  thoroughly.  My 
position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Captain 
Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left 
wing,  and  Captain  Leitner  the  three  companies 
on  tne  right.  I  gave  my  attention  to  the  opera- 
tions of  both,  and  of  the  centre.  These  officers 
deserve  notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  ex- 
ecution of  every  order.  Major  GaiUard  was 
slightly  wounded  in  advancing  across  the  field, 
commanding  the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment, 
(I,  acting  as  commander  of  both  battalions,  the 
Second  and  Eighth).  Shortly  after  reaching  the 
stone  wall,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  oon- 
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▼ey  some  order,  and,  in  executing  the  oommis- 
sion,  he  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  compelled 
to  leave  the  field.  Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  regiment  of  that  gal- 
lant bearing  which  he  has  exhibited  on  so  many 
fields.  Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallafe,  acting 
as  field  officer,  I  cannot  s^eak  too  highly;  he 
elicited  the  highest  admiration,  and  is  deserving 
of  special  mention.  No  braver  man  ever  trod 
the  field  of  battle.  Captain  Cuthbert's  company 
had  been  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  remained  until  after  dark, 
doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm,  and  chivalric  daring 
of  its  commanding  ofiicer  are  always  guarantees 
of  its  good  success.  Lieutenants  Elliott  and 
Fishburn,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gal- 
lantly dischar^ng  their  duty.  Captains  Pulliam, 
Moore,  Cunningham,  Graham,  and  Lieutenants 
Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry,  and  Wallace,  command- 
ing companies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with 
conspicuous  bravery,  and  deserve  my  thanks  for 
their  hearty  cooperation.  It  is  useless  to  mention 
individual  instances  of  courage ;  they  are  too  nu- 
merous: suffice  it  to  say,  the  regiment  never 
acted  with  more  coolness.  Adjutant  Sill  was  of 
every  assistance  to  me,  and  exhibited  great  gal- 
lantry. Mr.  B.  Moses,  of  Company  D,  acting  as 
orderly  to  me,  bore  himself  well,  but  was  disabled 
before  reaching  the  wall,  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  Company  F,  acting  as  same, 
coolly  conveyed  several  orders  to  dinerent  parts 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my  side. 
His  demeanor  was  inspiriting.  Captain  Stack- 
house,  while  under  my  command,  (which  was 
until  General  Kershaw  reached  the  stone  wall 
and  assumed  command,^  acted  deliberately,  and 
commanded  his  men  with  success  and  bravery. 
Number  of  officers  and  men  carried  into  action, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Officers  killed,  none; 
men  killed,  six.  Officers  wounded,  seven ;  men 
wounded,  fifty-five.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
John  D.  Kennedy, 

Colonel,  oommiuding  Second  S.  C.  V. 

EEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  EVANS,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Lawton*s  Brigade,  \ 
Near  Port  Koyal,  Va.,  Deo.  19, 1862.     ) 

Mqjor  8.  EcUe,  Acting  Assistant  Acfjutant-Gen- 

ercU: 

Major:  On  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Lawton's  brigade,  Colonel  E.  N. 
Atkinson  commanding,  was  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle in  A  wood  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west 
of  tiie  railroad,  nearly  opposite  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, below  Fredericksburg,  Virj^nia,  the  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Ewell's 
division,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M. 
Smith  commanding,  being  the  extreme  right,  and 
successively  towards  the  left  the  Sixtieth  Georgia, 
(Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel J.  H.  Lamar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Cap- 
tain  William   McLeod^    Thirty-first    Georgia, 


(Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,)  and  the  Twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  (Captain  Grace,)  being  six  regiments, 
numbering  about  two  thousand  rank  and  file. 
While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  the  enemy 
fell  upon  the  regiments  on  the  right,  wounding 
several,  but  was  oonie  withput  flinching  by  men 
who,  in  many  engagements,  have  proven  them- 
selves not  aeficient  in  courage  or  patriotism. 
About  half  past  one  o'clock  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered forward,  and  all  the  regiments  advanced 
at  once,  in  line,  except  the  Thirteenth  Georgia. 
The  failure  of  this  regiment  to  move  at  the  proper 
time  is  subject  to  the  following  explanation: 
While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  upon  the  slope 
of  a  hill  intervening  between  it  and  the  other 
regiments,  which  prevented  Colonel  Smith  from 
observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  movement  of 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  advance, 
our  line  passed  out  of  sight  before  he  was  aware 
that  he  had  been  left  behind.  Receiving  orders, 
communicated  bj  yourself  soon  afterwards,  he 
advanced  to  rejom  the  brigade,  but  was  too  late 
to  participate  in  the  action.*  Subsequently,  being 
ordered  to  ioin  Colonel  Hoke,  commanding  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  a  trench 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  on  Colonel  Hoke*8  left, 
where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Captain  Grace,  oommand- 
ing  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on  the  left,  encoun- 
tered the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  proxim- 
ity to  him  by  a  volley  poured  into  his  ranks, 
which  for  a  moment  checked  his  advance.  But 
Quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  its 
fire,  reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  enemy 
before  them  through  the  woods.  Having  en- 
countered the  enemy  so  soon,  they  became  for 
the  time  separated  from  the  bri^^e,  and  on 
reaching  the  ditch  which  skirted  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  they  observed  the  remaining  regiments 
far  out  on  the  plain.  Here  Captain  Grace  was 
directed  to  halt  his  command,  and  not  advance 
into  the  open  field.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  the  Sixtieth  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  La- 
mar,J  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain  McLeod,) 
and  Thirty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  push- 
ing ahead,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of 
time  after  they  were  first  encountered  by  Captain 
Grace,  receiving  their  fire  without  producing 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  and, 
with  loud  cheers,  dashed  forward.  From  this 
time  the  contest  consisted  of  but  a  series  of  tem- 

Sorary  halts  made  by  the  enemy,  only  to  be 
riven  away  from  their  positions.  At  the  rail- 
road the  enemv  made  their  most  determined  re- 
sistance, and  tor  a  few  minutes  poured  a  beary 
fire  into  our  line.  Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the 
most  efiectual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the  order 
was  given,  and  so  rapidly  accomplished  that  manj 
of  the  enemy  were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  tl^etr 
attempts  to  get  away,  received  the  application  of 
the  bayonet  As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surren- 
dering, levelled  his  gun  to  fire  at  our  passing  line ; 
but  a  bayonet  thrust  tana  the  hands  of  daptain 
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W.  D.  Wood,  of  the  Thirty-flrBt  Georgia,  pre- 
sented the  intended  barbarism.  At  this  part  of 
the  raihtMid  a  short  neck  of  woods  juts  out  into 
the  plain ;  so  that  on  our  right  and  lefl  were  the 
open  field,  while  before  the  line  la^  this  neck  of 
thickly  matted  woods.  Under  its  shelter  the 
enemy  fled,  pursued  by  these  four  regiments  with 
•0  much  precipitation  that  both  parties  entered 
the  ditches  beyond  ahnost  together.  At  the  rail- 
road and  in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
among  whom  was  one  colonel  and  several  officers 
of  minor  grade.  A  battery  posted  to  the  left,  on 
a  hill  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
last  ditches  referred  to,  tempted  the  troops  still 
farther  into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced 
towards  it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  effect 
as  to  cause  a  portion  of  the  battery  to  be  with- 
drawn and  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.  The 
prize  was  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant 
men,  being  abandoned  and  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  place  where  they  stood ;  but  at  this 
moment  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on 
oar  right  flank,  (learned  since  to  have  been  Gen- 
eral Bimey's  division,)  and  seeing  that  all  had 
been  accomplished  which  was  in  the  power  of 
these  men  to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the 
order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of  the  woods. 
In  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  re^ments 
may  have  **  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that 
important  struggle  feel  that  thejr  scarcely  went 
&r  enough.  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  charge,  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  above 
the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Lamar, 
wounded  by  having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers 
shot  off,  retired  n'om  the  ground;  and  Major 
McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the 
regiment  into  the  open  plain,  assisted  by  Captain 
Peter  firennan.  Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,  com- 
manding his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight,  I 
hare  the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  and  did 
it  weU.  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  in  terms 
of  unqualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Captain 
£.  P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
brigade,  from  the  beginning  of  the  advance  until 
near  the  close  of  the  fight,  when  he  received  a 
dangerous  inround,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in 
die  open  plain,  where  he  felL  Cheering  on  the 
men,  leading  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the  line 
of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  every- 
where along  the  whole  line,  the  bravest  amone 
the  brave.  Just  as  the  four  regiments  emerged 
from  the  neck  of  woods  referred  to,  his  horse 
was  shot  from  under  hini,  and,  in  falling,  so  far 
disabled  him  that  thousands  less  ardent  or  de- 
termined would  have  felt  justified  in  leaving  the 
field ;  but  limping  on,  he  rdoined  the  line  again 
in  their  advance  towards  tne  battery,  but  soon 
received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.  It  is 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers 
tod  men  generally  behaved  with  the  courage 
eharacteriatic  of  the  southern  soldier,  continuing 
for  the  brigade  a  well-deserved  reputation.  The 
report  of  casualties  will  testify  how  ae'^ere  the 


fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  passed 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  The  Staun- 
ton artiUery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  A.  W. 
Garber,  (attached  to  this  brigade,)  at  half  past 
four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  linef,  and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain 
about  two  hours,  when  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber 
had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  during  the 
engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  his  men.  I 
am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  that  by  the 
activity  of  Surgeon  George  F.  Cooper,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  brigade,  fdthough  with  limited 
transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received 
prompt  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

,  C.  A.  Evans, 

Colonel,  oommandlng  Brigade. 

Official  copy :        S.  Hale, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PENDER. 

Headquabtkrs  Pender's  Brigade,  ) 
December  20, 1862.        ( 

Major-Qeneral  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  Light 

Division : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in . 
the  fight  of  December  thirteenth,  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

1  was  placed  in  position  Friday  morning,  early, 
on  the  extreme  lert  of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of 
wood,  where  we  had  no  protection,  nor  could 
have,  from  the  enemjr^s  artillery.  Two  batteries 
were  placed  in  my  front;  the  right  one  com- 
manded by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I  will  here 
state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judgr 
meni  coolness,  and  bravery.  Friday  was  taken 
up  by  slight  skirmish  firing,  and  now  and  then  a 
slight  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon, 
however,  when  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  right, 
they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of  artilieiy 
upon  the  batteries  in  my  front,  playing  upon  them 
from  the  front  and  right,  from  at  least  four  bat- 
teries. This  fire  was  most  destructive  to  my 
men.  At  about  this  time  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers advanced  within  range  of  Captain  David- 
son's battery,  and  kept  up  a  hot  fire  upon  him. 
One  of  Uieir  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly 
and  coolly  trying  to  rally  some  mei\  who  had 
broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to  the  rear. 
These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  addi- 
tional companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the 
efficient  Major  Cole,  to  drive  them  back,  which 
he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  his 
ammunition  had  given  out  Colonel  McElroy» 
with  his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina^ 
had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning,  near  the 
railroad  cut,  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which 
this  day  consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces,  under 
Captain  Latimer — as  brave  a  soldier  as  lever 
taw to  support  it.    He  was  here  much  exposed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


138 


BEBBLLION  RECOBB,  1862-64. 


being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  Hne,  witii  his 
left  totally  unprotected,  but  with  the  ravine  of 
Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  his  left.  After  the  heat  of  the  action  on  the 
right,  the  enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Deep 
Run,  throwing  one  regiment  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance, which  so  shelter^  itself  behind  the  trees 
as  to  get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  ftf- 
teen  men  of  the  Sixteenth  prisoners,  who  were 
protecting  the  left  flank  of  their  regiment.  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the 
railroad  track.  The  Colonel  drew  his  regiment 
back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until  Gen- 
eral Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  as- 
sktance;  these  three  then  charged  the  enemy, 
driving  them  from  the  railroad  cut  and  across  the 
fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries. 
Owing  to  a  great  many  of  Colonel  Mc£lro3r*s 


men  not  having  cartridge-boxes,  they  got  out  of 
amnranition ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and  divid- 
ing them,  they  maintamed  their  ground.  The 
officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  behaved  through- 
out as  well  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  the 
efficiency  of  First  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Eirkland, 
ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
seneral,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer  aid- 
de-camp.  These  gentlemen  were  greatly  exposed 
during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advance,  bol 
were  always  at  their  post.  In  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Sheppard  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a 
brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir» 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  Pender, 

Brigadier^GcnenL 


List  of  Casualties  in  Periderms  Brigade, 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

i 

Begucsnt. 

1 

1 

i 
§ 

1 

§ 

< 

staff, 

!♦ 

1 

Thirtecntli  North  Carolina, • 

7 

4 
1 
2 

4 
8 
2 
2 

1 

26 
40 
42 
15 
13 

t7 

Sixteenth  North  Carolina, 

Twenty-second  North  Carolina,  ••...•....••.....•.•• 

2 

54 
45 

Thirtv-fourth  North  Carolina 

19 

Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina, *  .  •  .  . 

14 

Grand  Total 

3 

14 

17 

136 

170 

*  Lientenant  Sheppard,  aid-de^jamp,  killed. 


BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON,  COMMAND- 
ING BRIGADE. 

Bivouac  on  Rappahannock  River.  Headquarters  ) 

Second  Beugadb,  A.  P.  Hill's  Lioht  Division,  > 

Decemher  22, 1662.     ) 

Major  R,  C.  Morgan,  A.  A»  O,: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  divi^Jon 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders 
of  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fall  of 
Brigadier-General  Maxc^  Oregg,  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Second  brigade.  I  have  but  little 
to  add  to  my  report  as  regimental  commander  of 
the  First ,  re^ment  SouUi  Carolina  volunteers, 
beyond  mentioning  that,  so  soon  as  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  was  m  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and 
rode  down  the  lines,  informing  the  commanders 
of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, tmd  cautiomng  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade 
to  remain  quiet  and  steady  under  the  severe  fire 
of  shells,  which  were  falling  along  the  line  whic\ 
we  occupied ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  their 
courage  and  steadiness  were  of  the  highest  char- 
acter. The  brigade,  except  my  own  regiment, 
First  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  OrPs  rifle 


regiment,  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy,  as 
they  retired  under  the  fire  from  my  own  r^ 
ment,  no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding  them- 
selves at  the  mercy  of  the  Second  brigade,  which 
had  faced  about,  and,  in  an  advance  a  few  yards 
beyond,  their  entire  fiank  would  have  been  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  and  raking  fire.  Brigadier- 
General  Paxton*8  brigade  came  up  after  I  had 
driven  the  enemy  off;  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  near 
m^  position.  I  understand  that  General  Early's 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Walker, 
passed  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade,  and 
marched  to  the  front ;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in  thick  wo<^ 
I  did  not  see  it  myself.  Shortly  after  this,  bj 
order  from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walker's 
brigade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  line  of 
battle  some  six  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their  skirmishers, 
made  no  forward  movement.  At  dark  an  order 
came*  from  Lieutenant-General  Jackson,  orderinf 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  I  accordiuffly  ad 
vanced*to  the  railroad,  which  I  still  found  held 
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by  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  who  had  received 
no  such  order,  as  Colonel  Walker  informed  nie. 
Shortly  after  my  reaching  the  railroad,  a  mes- 
sage was  sent  to  me,  through  Colonel  McOowan, 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  regiment,  from  one 
of  Lieutenant-General  Jackson's  staff,  counter- 
manding the  order  for  a  general  advance  of  the 
line.  I  accordingly  marched  the  brigade  back  to 
the  position  which  it  had  held  dunng  the  day, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night 

I  desire  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Ser- 
geant Pratt,  Company  B,  Orr's  re^ment  rifles, 
who  had  rallied  a  squad  of  his  company  after  his 
regiment  had  been  oroken  and  driven  off  by  the 
enemy,  and  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  assign 
him  a  position,  which  I  did,  on  the  right  of  my 
own  regiment.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred 
after  tMs  day's  (thivteenth)  engagement.  The 
brigade  suffered  severely,  considering  that  only 
two  regiments  w«re  actually  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  sixty-three»  have  been 
already  forwarded  to  you. 
I  am.  Major, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obement  servant, 

D.  H.  Hamilton, 

Colonel,  eomnundiiig  Stibond  Brigade,  Light  Division. 
SBPORT  OF  BRI6ADIER-6ENEBAL  ARCHER. 


Hkadquarters  Arciiicr*s  Brigade^ 
A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Division, 


Dooember  20, 186^. 

To  Major  K  C.  Morgan^  AsaUkmt  AdjuiarU" 
General^  Light  Division: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
tke  battle  of  Fredericksburg: 

On  arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning, 
I  found  my  brigade  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  worn! 
before  BemarcTs  house,  overlooking  the  plain 
throngh  which  the  railroad  and  Bowlinjp;  Green 
turnpike  pass,  the  former  at  a,  distance  mm  my 
front  of  aboat  two  hundred  and  fifty  vards,  the 
latter  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mue,  my  left 
resting  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the 
front  to- a  point  beyond  the  railroad.  General 
Lane's  bri|pde  was  on  my  left,  with  an  interval 
of  about  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while 
(as  1  was  informed)  General  Gregg's  brigade  was 
immediately  behind  the  interval,  close  enough  to 
prevent  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  found 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces 
of  light  artillery,  supported  by  Colonel  Brocken- 
brough's  brigade.  As  the  fog  cleared  away,  the 
enemy  was  seen  advancing  firom  the  Bowling 
Green  road,  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  a.  m. 
leveral  batteries  were  brought  forward  and  placed 
m  position  about  one  thousand  yards  from  us, 
which  were  fired  on  by  soaie  of  our  batteries,  far 
off  to  the  right,  and  with  which  they  carried  on 
a  brisk  exchange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  ooea- 
noaally  thvowing  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  wm 
posted.  About  half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,*they 
turned  all  their  guns  on  our  position,  and,  after 
thirty  or  forty  minutes'  severe  shelling,  their  lines 
Vol.  X.— Doc.         9 


of  infantry  formed,  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the , 
attack.  W  hen  they  had  arrived  near  enough,  I 
perceived  them  massing  in  front  of  and  entering 
the  point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned 
as  proiecting  on  my  left,  beyond  the  laikoad,  and 
immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer,  Lieuten-j 
ant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General.  Gregg  that  it  wa# 
time  for  him  to  move  forward  into  the  interval 
between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to  prevent  my 
being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  Gen- 
eral Gregg  might  be  too  late,  I  drew  out  the 
right  battiuion  (Fifth  Alabama)  and  ordered  it  to 
tiw  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived 
near  the  railroad,  my  brigade  ppened  a  rapid  and 
destructive  fire  upon  them,  which  soon  checked 
their  career;  and  forced  tliem  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which  they 
kept  u]}  a  desultory  fire  upon  our  'line.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  column  wnich  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing 
round  my  left  flank,  and  attacked  the  Nineteenth 
Georgia  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  in  rear  and 
flank.  These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire, 
leaving  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners 
in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on 
their  left  give  waj",  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the 
enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left  the  trenches  in  dis- 
order. The  First  Tennessee,  together  with  Lieu- 
tenants Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmouth,  and  Baird, 
of  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  and  a  portion  of  the 
latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly,  and, 
after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  charged, 
under  Lieutei^^t-Colonel  George,  (Col.  Tumey 
having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion,) across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel 
Hoke's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  and  returned 
to  its  original  position  when  the  charge  was  over. 

The  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent 
from  the  right  to  aid  in  opposing  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  discharged  their  dutv  faithfully,  first 
under  Major  Vandegraff,  ana,  after  he  was 
wounded,  under  Captain  Stewart. 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Lemmon,  I  also  sent 
my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  to  explain 
the  urgency  of  the  case  to  General  Gregg,  and  to 
bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my 
front,  which,  althosgh^  not  then  pressed  in  front, 
b^d  nearly  exhausted  its  ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and 
the  Fifth  Alabajna  battalion  di*ove  back  the 
enemy,  who  had  passed  my  flank,  and  Colonel 
Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  posi- 
tion, which  I  still  maintained  with  the  right  of 
my  brigade,  but  with  empty  rifles  and  cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then  charged  over  the 
field  beyond  the  railroad.  When  it  returned  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  I  drew  back  my  troops 
about  thirty  yards,  re-formed  my  brigade,  and 
remained  in  support  of  the  front  line,  (Hoke's 
brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the  trenches.) 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack 
along  my  whole  front  was  gallantly  and  success- 
fully repelled  bv  my  brigade.  No  enemy  ever 
arrived  within  fifty  yards  of  my  front,  and  even 
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after  my  left  was  broken  by  the  attadL  in  rear  and 
flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had  been  so  sharply 
repulsed  that  he  did  not  venture  to  cone  again. 
Officers  and  men  generally  acted  with  gallantr}*. 

Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
fell  in  the  most  gallant  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutohins,  of  the  Nine> 
teenth  Georgia,  mentions  particularly  the  g«od 
conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  Edwards,  Sergeant  Shell,  and 
Corporal  Rogan. 

lieutenants  O.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lem- 
mon,  of  my  staff,  rendered  me  gallant  and  eft- 
cient  serriee  throughout  the  action. 

My  loss  in  the  action  was  forty  killed,  two 
hunclred  and  eleven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  atxty-six  missinjg,  supposed  to  have  been 
captured. 

Among  tile  wounded  were  Colonel  Tumey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  and  Major  Buchanan, 
of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Captain  Tumey,  the 
senior  captain  of  tie  First  Tenneesee  ;  Major 
Neil,  of  the  Nineteenth  Georgia ;  Major  Vande- 
graff,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Wotten,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff^  the 
latter  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Archer, 

Brigadier-Qenenl,  oommanding  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LANE. 

Hbadqoabtf.rs  Lanr's  Brigade,  ) 
December  Zi,  1862.     ) 

Major  B.  C  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oen- 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the 
late  engagement  before  Fredericksburg: 

At  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  we  left  our  bivouac  and  took  the  position 
assigned  us  on  the  railroad,  my  right  being  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
small  piece  of  woods  beyond  the  track,  and  my 
left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which  crosses  the  rail- 
road near  the  point  where  it  makes  a  bend.  Sev- 
eral batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  Gen- 
eral Pender  some  distance  ferther  baek,  my  left 
nearly  covering  his  right  When  I  had  made 
tliis  disposition  of  my  comiMind,  I  rode  to  the 
right  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Tumey, 
who  was  at  that  time  commanding,  that  there 
was  an  open  space  between  us  of  about  six 
hundred  yards.  I  also  informed  General  Gregg 
of  this  opening ;  his  command,  which  was  to  have 
been  my  support,  being  on  the  militarjr  road  op- 
posite this  opening,  and  some  6ve  or  six  hundred 
yards  froci  the  railroad.  I  subsequently  met 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke  to  him  of  our  rel- 
ative positions. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  Friday  smi 
Friday  night  Saturday  morning,  I  ordered  the 
Seventh  and  Eighteenm  regiments  beyond  the 
railroad  to  support  tl»ee  batteries,  which  had 
been  placed  on  a  hill  immediately  in  their  front 


Lieutenant-Oolotid  Hill  at  once  approached  the 
c*ptaiA  «f  one  ^f  these  batteries,  told  him  be 
would  insure  its  safety  against  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  capture  it.  and  that  he  must 
let  him  know  whenhe  wished  hnn  to  move  to  the 
front  As  soon  as  tiK  fog  lifted,  heavy  skirmish- 
ing commenced  idong  m^  whole  line,  and  the 
enemy  were  seen  advancmg.  Our  skirmishers, 
wi^  the  exception  of  Captam  Turner's  company, 
on  the  left,  fell  back.  The  batteries,  just  alluded 
to,  then  opened,  with  telling  effect,  and  checked 
their  advanoe.  During  this  firing  Captain  Tur- 
ner withdrew  his  company,  as  his  men  were 
sufiering,  and  rejoined  his  rejifiment      Several 

Eieces  of  the  artillery,  after  filing  a  few  rounds, 
urried  from  the  field,  saying  they  were  "  choked." 
On  intimation,  from  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
batteries,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  promptly  moved 
his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  nill  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  in  range;  the  artillery  all 
limbering  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.  The 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  both  suffered  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  at  times,  from  their 
sharpshooters.  About  two  hours  later  the  enemy 
advanced  in  strong  force  across  the  open  field  to 
the  right  of  my  front  Colonel  Barber,  his  regi- 
ment being  on  the  right,  informed  me,  through 
Adjutant  Gates,  of  the  advance,  and  wished  to 
know  what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On 
being  ordered  to  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, he  deflected  his  three  right  companies,  and 
formed  them  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  to  the 
track  I  at  onoe  sent  my  courier,  Mr.  Shepperd, 
to  inform  General  A.  P.  Hill  that  the  eaemy  were 
advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening,  Captain 
Hawks  having  been  previously  sent  to  apprise 
him  that  their  skirmishers  were  in  front  or  the 
same.  Eight  regiments  were  seen  to  pass  to 
my  right,  and  another  to  move  "  by  the  right 
flank  by  file  left"  between  the  same  body  of 
woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  fhced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  opened 
fire  upon  my  right  The  three  right  companies 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  became  hotly  engaged,  and 
General  Gregg's  command  was  soon  aifter  en- 
countered on  the  military  road.  Although  oar 
right  was  turned  by  such  a  large  force,  our  posi- 
tMa  was  deemed  too  important  to  be  given  up 
without  a  blow ;  and  nobly  did  both  •fficers  and 
men  await  the  approach  «f  another  large  force 
along  our  entire  mnt  As  thb  force  was  con- 
cealed from  the  Thiity-third,  Eighteenth,  and 
Seventh  regiments  by  the  hill,  about  forty  yards 
beyond  the  track,  they  were  cautioned  to  reserve 
their  fire.  The  Twenlr-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh^ 
however,  had  open,  levd  ground  in  then*  front, 
and,  when  the  enemy  had  gotten  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  varjb  of  our  line,  they  opened 
a  terrific  and  deadly  ire  upon  them,  repuising 
their  ftrst  and  second  lines,  and  oheoking  the 
third.  These  two  regiments  were  subject^  not 
saly  to  a  direel,  but  to  right  and  left  obfique  fires, 
^t^rtioQ  of  the  enemy's  force  behind  the  hill« 
nearest  the  Twenty-eighth,  firing  upon  them.  As 
soon  as  the  right  of  my  command  became  mi« 
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n^ed  with  such 'an  OTerwhelining  force,  I  de- 
patched  Captam  Uawka  to  General  Gregg  fbr 
b enforcements,  with  instnKtions,  if  he  was  iin- 
ble  to  send  then,  to  apply  to  General  Thomafl, 
r  anybody  else  whom  he  might  see  in  command 
f  troops,  for  assistance,  l^ly  whole  command 
eld  their  ground  until  the  Twenty-eighth  and 
'hirty-9eventh  had  fired  away  not  only  their  own 
m  munition,  hut  that  of  their  dead  and  wounded, 
:hlch,  in  aome  cases,  was  handed  t*  them  by 
beir  officers.  When  these  two  regiments  had 
eased  firing,  the  enemy,  in  column,  doubled  ion 
be  centre,  bore^wn  in  mass  from  behind  the  hill 
pon  the  left  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  right  of 
he  Thirty-third,  and  the  *' power  of  numbers" 
:>rced  them  entirely  across  the  railroad.  The 
Venty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh,  being  flanked 
ijj:ht  and  left,  fell  back  in  an  orderly  manner, 
nd  were  resupplied  with  ammunition.  A  well- 
ire  cted  ToUey  firom  the  Thirty-third  cheeked  the 
nemy  for  a  time,  and  Colonel  Ayery  ordered  a 
harge ;  hut,  being  unsupported  on  his  right,  he 
ountemumded  the  older,  and  withdrew  his  regi- 
nent  into  the  woods,  about  seventy--fiTe  yards 
rotn  the  railroad.  The  Eighteenth  regiment 
hen  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards,  the 
i<^ht  companies  firing  into  the  foe  until  he  reached 
he  woods  in  the  pursuit.  The  Seventh,  being  on 
he  left,  fell  back  about  fifty  yards,  in  perfiect 
>rder.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  engage- 
nent  the  enemy's  artillery  played  upon  the  woods 
II  our  rear.  While  awaiting  reenforcements,  I 
H>nt  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Lane,  to  the  left,  to  tell 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HiH,  if  he  could  possibly  be 
•spared,  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
it  was  heavily  pressed.  The  right,  however,  was 
forced  to  fall  back  before  the  order  could  be  de- 
livered. General  Thomas  came  to  my  assistance, 
but  too  late  to  save  my  line.  He  encountered 
the  enemy  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them 
back,  and,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Seventh  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to 
their  first  position.  The  Thirt^'-third,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders,  held  the  position  in  the  woods 
to  which  it  had  fiillen  back,  until  I  could  move  up 
the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh,  when  all 
aprain  resumed  their  positions  oa  the  Mulroad. 
1  hat  night  the  whole  brigade  was  aligned  oa  the 
track,  and  skirmishers  thrown  forwaid,  prepara- 
tory to  a  general  advance.  After  this  order  was 
countermanded,  my  Gommaad  rested  on  their 
arms  until  morning,  whsii,  having  already  1>een 
on  duty  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours,  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  ftlonff  my  whole  front  —  a 
number  of  men  being  kmed  and  wouaded*  We 
formed  a  portion  of  the  seeond  line  on  Monday, 
and,  as  we  occupied  an  exposed  position,  the  lyien 
f-con  consfrwted  a  very  good  Mmporary  breast- 
work of  logs,  brush,  and  dirt,  behind  whieh  they 
rusted  imttT Tuesday  morning,  when  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  all  reorossed  the  Eap- 
pahannook^ 

I  cannot  speak. in  too  high  terms  of  the  gal- 
liiotry  of  Colonels  Aveiy,  Barber,  Lowt,  and 
Purdie,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  HilL  They  all 
commanded  their  regiments  with  bravery,  and  to 


my  entire  satisfaction.  Colonel  Purdie  was 
slightiv  wounded.  Colonel  Barber  received  a 
pamfhl  wound  in  the  neck,  which,  for  a  time, 
paralyzed  his  right  arm,  but  he  reported  for  duty 
again  on  Tuesday. 

The  other  officers,  both  field  and  eompany, 
generally  discharged  their  duties  well. 

Colonel  Avery  alludes  in  high  terms  to  the 
efficiency  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan.  Colonel 
Purdie,  m  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable  allu- 
sion to  one  of  his  officers,  name  not  given. 

The  Yankee  wretches  drtgged  Lieutenant  J. 
W.  Peters,  Company  C,  Tfcirtj-seventh  regiment, 
some  distance  by  the  legs,  after  he  had  been 
wounded  in  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  fought  like  brave  men,  long  and  well, 
while  those  of  the  other  regiments  calmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  one 
of  the  most  trying  positions  in  which  soldiers  can 
be  placed. 

1  cannot  refirafn  making  special  allusion  to  our 
conscripts,  many  of  wbom  were  under  fire  fbr  the 
first  time.  They  proved  themselves  worthy  ac- 
cessions to  a  brigade  which  has  borne  itself  well 
in  all  the  batties  of  the  last  eight  months. 

Captain  F.  T.  Hawks,  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  Lieutenant  Oscar  Lane,  my  aid,  and 
private  James  W.  Shepperd,  my  courier,  were 
of  great  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  fight, 
often  carrying  orders  and  messages  for  me  under 
the  hottest  fire. 

Our  ambulance  corps  was  very  efficient,  and  re- 
moved our  wounded  rapidly.  Lieutenant  James 
A.  Bryan,  ordnance  officer,  was  untiring  in  his 
exertions  to  keep  the  command  supphed  with 
ammunition. 

Our  loss  in  officers  was  two  killed,  twenty -five 
wounded,  and  five  prisoners ;  enlisted  men,  sixty 
killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  wounded, 
one  hundred  and  eight)'-three  prisoners,  and 
twenty-eight  missing  —  an  aggregate  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Respectfully, 

Jambs  H.  Lane, 

BrigadJep-General.  % 

BEFORT  OF  COLONBL  BROCKENBBOUGH, 
GOMHAKDINO  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Firld*s  Rrioadb,  { 
Deoember  *21, 18G2.     S 

Major  :  I  have  tiie  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  this  bagade  in  the 
late  batUe  near  Fredericksburg : 

Stationed  upon  the  extreme  right  of  our  divis- 
ion, we  remained  in  this  position  until  the  concen- 
trated forces  of  the  enemy  passed  through  a  gap 
in,  and  reached  the  rear  of,  our  lines.  There 
being  no  eaemy  in  our  immediate  front,  and  re- 
enforcements  heing  called  for,  I  withdrew  my 
oommand  from  its  first  position,  and  humed  as 
fapidlv  as  nossible  to  the  point  indicated.  We 
moved  up  by  the  left  flank,  and  so  urgent  and 
repeated  were  the  calls  for  reenforcements  that 
mjr  two  leading  regiments,  viz.,  Forty-seventh 
Yu*ginia,  Colonel  Mayo,  and  the  Twenty-second 
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battalion,  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  only  regiments 
actively  engaged,  advaMed  in  a  run,  seDtratod 
themselves  from  the  briga4e>  passed  well  to  the 
left,  and  eaoeuntered  the  enemy  in  rear  of  our 
front  lines,  about  Riidway  between  Generals 
Archer  and  Lane.  Firing  one  volley  into  their 
left  flank  and  chaiginff  them  with  a  yell,  they  fled 
precipitately  to  the  abater  cf  the  railroad  out 
Here  they  rallied  and  made  a  short  stand,  but 
being  jaiaed  hf  a  Geoigia  brigade,  (Lawton'ci  I 
believe,)  we  made  a  second  ohuge,  whiah  drove 
them  from  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  were  or- 
dered (o  halt;  hut  suck  was  their impetuoMty  that 
muoh  the  lawar  portion  of  these  two  aegimettts 
advanced  to  Vie  position  which  had  been  occupied 
by  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  they  fonnd 
deserted,  ^ing  unsupported,  th^*  were,  of 
course,  compelled  to  retreat,  arhioh  was  done 
under  the  oiast  galling  fire  of  grape,  canister, 
and  mioie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively 
engaged  was  accidental  and  unavoidable.  The 
woo(U  through  which  we  passed  being  dense  and 
filled  with  troops,  tha  rapid  rua  of  the  leading 
regiments  soon  separated  them  from  the  brigade, 
and,  while  thagr  passed  well  around  to  the  left, 
the  remainder  of  the  brifade  only  maiched  by 
direct  line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  flanked.  Driving  the  enemy  from 
the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and  the 
troops  engaged  were  completely  successful  in 
driving  back  the  enemy  before  the  remaining 
regiments,  a  few  minutes  behind  them,  could 
come  to  their  aasistanoe. 

During  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy's  mount- 
ed officers  were  shot  down,  and  the  colors  of  one 
regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  affoais  me  nuMk  nleasore  to  mention  the 
good  conduct  of  Colonels  Mayo  and  Tayloe,  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

The  valor  and  daring  of  the  men  were  unprece- 
dented. Many  of  them  were  fighting  in  si^ht 
of  their  homes,  and  seemed  detendfoed  to  dnva 
back  the  enemy  at  all  haaards. 

Our  loss  was  aonsiderable,  being  about  twenty 
0  per  cent,  of  ^  troops  actively  engaged. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedieBt  servant, 

J.  M.  Brockbnbrough, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 
BEPOBT  OF  JHUOADIEE^OSKBKAL  THOMAS. 

SkADQtTAllTERS  THOMAS'S  BRTOiKnB,  ) 
GE2f«&AL  ▲.  P.  HtLUm  DiVHIOX,  > 

December  :M,  1802.     > 
Major  R.  C  Morgan^  A*  A.  0.: 

Major  t  Oa  Fiiday,  December  twelve,  1862, 
according  to  orders  from  Major-Qeneral  Hill,  this 
brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Aleop's 
house,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  was  directed  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  military  road,  with  orders  to  support 
General  Pender,  who  occupied  the  front  and  left 
of  the  division.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and 
the  succeeding  night  passed  without  any  change 
in  position. 


About  midday  of  December  thirteenth,  orders 
were  received  m>m  Major-General  HQl  to  render 
assistance  and  suppwit  to  any  part  of  the  front 
tine  reeuinng  iL  boon  after  wluch,  «n  officer  of 
General  La«e*s  staff  brought  infbrmatioa  thai  his 
brigade  was  haid  pressed  by  overwkelming  num- 
bers. I  imnediatelv  advanced  my  brigade  down 
the  roiui :  being  unable^  on  account  of  urn  densitj 
of  the  undergrowth,  t«  ad^-anoe  la  line*  the  bri- 
gade moved  by  the  flank  mitil  near  the  scene  of 
action,  when  vie  legimeats  w«ne  thrown  into  line 
of •  battle  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  who^ 
at  this  time,  had  advanoed  into  tbe  woods.  Their 
advaaee  wais  checked  there,  and,  after  a  stubborn 
resistanoe,  this  brigade  charged  them,  driving 
them  through  the  field  and  oonpletelf  routing 
them.  We  pursued  for  some  distanoe  acsoss  the 
railread,  when,  seeing  no  aupport  either  on  the 
right  or  left,  and  my  ammunition  being  v^>ortai 
to  be  well  niffh  exhausted,  I  eondocied  to  fall 
back  to  the  rauroad.  Forming,  at  this  plaoe»  the 
front  line,  I  determined  to  h^d  the  positioa ;  at 
the  same  time,  sending  wead  to  Coloael  Pendle- 
ton, commanding  brigade,  that  I  was  deficient  in 
ammunition,  and  requesting  him  to  be  in  sup- 
porting distance.  The  brigade  btvooacked  that 
night  in  the  •d^  of  the  woods,  throwing  out 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  were  relieved  early 
the  next  moniog  by  Colonel  Wacren's  brigade, 
and  placed  in  reserve. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved 
with  a  gallantry  highly  commendable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  M^or, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Edwaed  L.  Thomas, 

Brigadier-Oeoena,  eoMmndfaig. 
BEPOR:r  OP  BRIGADIEB-GENfiRAL  J.  R.  JON£S. 

HBADQUABSSaS  J01fBS*S  BaiGADB,       I 

Dooemberas,  ISOZ.] 
T»  Capiain  TaUqferrot  AaMtcmi  Ad^tdani-Qan- 

eraX: 

Captain  :  In  the  obedience  to  orders  from 
division  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  «ecent  battle  at  Fredericksburg : 

I  reaahed  the  ^und  on  Friday  eveniagy  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  reserved  liae.  On 
Saturday  morning,  thirteenth  instant,  I  was  di- 
rected to  change  mv  position  to  the  left  and  far- 
ther to  the  front,  hut  still  oceupving  a  portion 
in  the  reserve.  My  pasition  subjected  me  to 
aame  aaaoj'ance  from  Uie  shells  of  the  enemy, 
one  of  which  severely  wounded  the  adjutant  of 
the  Forty-aeoond  Yirg^nia  regiment.  About  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  musketry  opened,  when  I 
wai^  still  farther  advanoed  to  within  musketry 
range  of  the  enMsy,^  The  front  Una.  aot  requir- 
ing support,.!  remained  in  this  position  the  re- 
laainder  of  the  day.  In  obedience  to  orders,  I 
advanced  at  da^n  next  morning  to  the  front, 
relieving  Brigadier-General  Lane.  My  oommand 
moved  to  thia»poaition  uader  a  heaver  musketry 
fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  in  which  I 
had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  The 
completeness  of  the  victory  of  Saturday  not  being 
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knowD,  oflBoen  and  men  expected  soon  to  be 
engaged  with  the  enemy  in  n»oe ;  and  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  were  aoauous  for 
the  eneonnter,  and  manifestad  a  feeUng  of  disap- 
pointment aa  the  day  passed  on  and  no  signs  of 
an  advaBcewere  giTon  by  the  aneioy.  A  brisk 
skirmish  was'  kept  np  during  the  day,  hi  wWch 
I  sastained  a  lose  of  thirtf-seven  officers  and 
men  killed  and  wovndad.  Aniong  the  fonser 
were  Captain  Ames,  Company  C,  Twenty^^rst  Vip> 
p:inia  regiuiut,  and  LiMtenant  Swoopa,  Company 
£,  Twenty-Arat  Virginia  regiflKn^  both  in  the 
faithfol  diaehaxge  af  their  duty.  The  fighting 
was  necessary  ta  keep  the  sharpshooters  from 
occupying  the  crest  wnch  conimaiMied  our  Kne. 

Where  aU  behaTed  coolly,  |[pailantly,  and^ually 
well,  I  em  apeak  af  none  m  particular.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  fattait  little  oriiade  which  has 
fought  so  gaUantqr  and  lost  so  neavily  in  the 
great  batdea  of  the  past  summer  and  fall,  was 
ready  to  do  its  dnty  and  bear  its  part  in  mining 
the  shortest  sad  most  dinct  route  to  iiichmond 
B  hard  road  to  traTd. 

Vary  lespeetftilly, 

J.  R.  Jones, 
Brigadisr  Oeaartl, 


BEFOKT  OF  OOLONSL  PBNDLEVOll,  OOMM AND- 
ma  BKIOADfi. 

HCAOQVAItTKBfl  STARKC*8  BRIGADE,  ) 

Camp  vkak  FaaoBRicKsauRO,  Dee.  19,  iwe.    ) 
Captain  W,  T.  T^iaferro,  A.  A,  General  Jmsk- 
ton^s  IHoinon : 

CAmrAm :  In  abedience  to  the  circular  order 
cf  the  BfigaiSer-General  commanding,  of  this 
date,  reqtdrmg  reports  from  commanders  of  bri- 
gades of  the  pmticipation  of  their  respectiTc 
commands  in  the  late  operations  around  Freder^ 
icksburg,  I  b^  leave  to  submit  the  following. 
report  of  the  ^irt  taken  Iherem  by  the  brigade 
under  my  command : 

H&Tiog  preTiously  eooked  three  days'  ratidks, 
on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  instant,  at  early 
dawn,  we  marmd  fit>m  our  eamp,  near  Guineas 
Depot,  ibr  the  scene  of  the  late  engagement. 
The  brigade  tmier  my  command,  soon  alter  its 
arriTal  en  tiie  ground,  about  two  p.  M.,  took  its 
positioii  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  ri^t  whig,  hi  rtasr  of  and  Bupporring  Thom- 
as's brigade  in  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 
In  this  position  we  remained  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  thirteenth,  when  we  wort  ordered  to  take 
a  different  positkn,  to  o«r  left  and  rear.    Here 
ve  remaiiM  inactive,  awaiting  the  pregress  of 
evenu,  until  half  past  one  P.  M.,  when  a  rapid 
and  continued  fine  of  moshetry  in  onP  fro«t  indi- 
cated that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  attack  our 
front  hae,  sod  we  moved  forward  in  close  sqp- 
poninff  dlifeince  of  General  Tiomaa,  to  whoae 
Klief  1  wM  oidered  «>  gn  in  ease  he  dasired  my 
assutance.   It  was  not  until  about  fbur  p.  M.  that 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Thomas  in- 
•  fomring  ne  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  baek, 
but  had  only  three  monds  tff  ammnniti<m,  and 
wished  me  to  flM>ve  up  close  enough  to  charge  the 
enemy  in  eoi\junction  with  him  so  soon  as  he 


should  be  again  engaged.  In  accordance  with 
this  request,  I  again  moved  my  command  forward 
to  within  eighty  paces  of  the  hue  held  by  General 
Thomas,  with  unflinching  determination,  and, 
havmg  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  to  avoid 
the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
awaited  the  signal  fer  the  onset  But  the  enemj 
having  failed  to  renew  the  attack,  as  was  antici- 
pated, I  was  not  called  on.  Just  when  it  began 
to  grow  dark,  I  received  the  order  of  lieutenant- 
General  Jackson  for  a  general  advance  between 
sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  execution 
of  it  by  moving  forward ;  but  finding  that  the 
troopa  in  front  of  me  were  not  in  motion,  I 
ofiAered  a  halt  Shortly  afterwaria  the  order 
was  countermanded,  and  'I  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

At  half  past  three  o^elock,  on  thvnioming  of 
the  fourteenth,  t  was  ordered  to  relieve  General 
Pender  on  our  advance  line,  an#  immediately 
did  so. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Cairington,  stationed 
in  front  of  my  left,  reported  to  me  ft>P  orders, 
and  was  directed  not  to  open  unless  the  enemy 
threatened  us  with  an  attaak,  as  he  would  thereby 
attract  upon  us  the  cross-fire  of  three  of  theenemy's 
batteries,  from  which  the  ground  afierded  us  no 
protection  whatever.  *  Such,  I  was  informed  by 
Cteneral  Pender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  pre- 
vious. From  mtsapprehensiBn  or  some  other 
cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  fetces  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  dis- 
tance of  apparently  a  mAe,  Captain  Carrington 
opened  upon  his  column  with  rifle  pieces,  and 
the  consequence  which  I  had  foreseen  immediately 
ensued,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  ten  or  twelve 
wounded,  with  little  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten  A.  M.  I  was  ordered  to  throw  n» 
command  forward  in  the  HM  about  three  hun- 
dred yards,  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  railroad, 
beyond  which  I  bad  already  posted  m}r  line  of 
akurmishers  before  daylight  Moving  in  a  cir- 
cuitous route  by  the  right  flank,  so  as  to  screew 
the  movement  aa  much  as  possK>le  from  the  ob- 
servation and  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  occupy  the  new  position 
assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  k  impossible  of 
accomplishment  without  the  lose  of  several  men 
wounded,  one  or  more  Iktally*  In  mnving  four 
of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  i^om  the  rail- 
road, under  an  order  aubeequently  received  to 
throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly  at  tight  angles 
with  the  railroad,  I  again  sustained  a  slight  Toss 
from  the  same  cause.  The  akihnlshefa  thrown 
out  along  my  front  kept  up  a  brisk  and  well- 
directed  the  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  ex^ 
henstinr  their  ammunition,)  and,  as  vras  ascer- 
tained by  actual  observation  during  the  presence 
of  the  flag  of  truoe  in  ihe  afternoon,  with  fatal 
cAet  on  um  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all 
expeatation,  htviag  failed  to  aovanoe  or  renew 
his  attack  during  m  day,  we  quietly  bivouacked 
in  our  posilbli  for  the  night,  and  bstn^  relieved 
at  four  A.  M.,  On  the  fifte^idi,  by  the  division  of 
MajoNGeneral  D.  H.  Hill,  retired  to  the  line  of 
the  reserve,  which  we  occupied  until  it  was  ascer* 
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tained  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  abandoned 
the  field  and  reciMsed'the  Rappahannock. 

Although  my  cosmand  waa  not  at  aofr  time 
closely  engaged,  it  waa  thxae  ttroea  subjeOed  to 
a  sharp  SS^  and  wa%  throughont  the  di^s  of  the 
thirteenth  aai  fourtawth,  in  coaatant  eznectation 
of  being  brovght  into  action.  Under  these  cii> 
cumstaaoes  Avery  man  nroained  irm  at  his  poat ; 
not  a  strag^kr  waa  to  be  seen  leaving  the  ranks, 
and  all  tviaeed  a  oommeadable  eagtmeaa  to 
engaga  the  enemy,  whieh  needed  only  oppaain- 
nity  to  ripen  inle  tka  gallantry  heaelofofe  ao 
conspicuous  hi  the  troops  from  liouisiana.  Lieu- 
tenanVColonel  Nolan,  aommanding  the  First  Lou- 
isiana r^^iment;  LieutenAnt-CoIonel  Ooodnin, 
commanding  the  Fifteenth ;  Migor  Qrogan,  com- 
manding the  second ;  Major  Leggett,  command- 
ing the  Tanlh,  and  Captain  Veriandar,  aommand- 
ing  the  Fourteenth,  —  are  deaearing  of  my  aa^ 
cial  commendation  for  the  ooolnesa  and  akiU  with 
which  they  commanded  their  respective  re^menta, 
and  the  promptnesa  and  energy  with  which  they 
executed  every  order.  I  shoadd  entirely  fail  in 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  advert  also  to  the  valuable 
assistaaaa  rendered  to  me  by  First  lieutenant 
Thomas  L.  Mills,  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  .who 
tendered  me  ^  services  as  aid-de-camp  for  the 
occasion.  Hia  promptnees  and  untiring  activity 
in  conveying  my  orders,  although  frequently  ex- 
posed, are  deserving  of  the  highest  nraise,  and  I 
beg  leave  tn  mantion  him  aa  eminently  deserving 
of  promotion.  The  easualties  of  my  brigade  have 
been  heretofore  reported  at  two  killed  and  thirty- 
five  wounded. 

I  havn  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edxond  Pendleton. 
CoL  Fittoaatli  T  onliisaa  Heglmeat,  eommaiwHag  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON. 

HBAD^ianSBS  BATTAUOK  WASRTKGTeif  Affni/-  > 
UCBT,  H£AB  FSBOKBlOKSBnitO,  Deo.  20,  1862.  ( 

To  M^jor  G.  JL  Sorrd,  A.  A.  QmeroL  Firwt 

Corp§^  A.  N.  V. : 

Major  I  In  eonformity  to  airaular  order  of 
eighteenth  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  followiog  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  bat- 
talion Wauington  artiUerv,  of  New  Orleans, 
under  my  command*  in  the  battles  of  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  instanta,  near  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  The  aignal  guns  fired  at  four  o'alo^ 
A.  M.,  on  the  mnming  of  the  elevenUi  inatnnm 
aroused  m|r  nampt  and  gave  notice  thatxha  •nemy 
was  in  motion.  Lmmeoialely  the  baMeriia  of  the 
Firsty  Third,  and  Fenrth  companies  (consistii^ 
of  two  tbrae-anchjrifles  and  one  t«i-pounder  Par- 
rot gun,  under  Capftain  Squieca,  linitenanta  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  companjr;  two  twelve- 
nounder  lighl  Napoleon  guna,  undar  Capteki 
Miller  and  Lieutenant  MoElroy,  third  eompany; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  hflnritaars  and  two  twelve* 
pounder  light  Napoleon  gnns»  under  Captain 
Sshleman,  LieutenuHa  Norcom,  Battles,  and 
Apps,  fouftheompany)  ware  placed  in  position  in 
the  redouhta  on  the  hill  back  of  the  town,  known 


aa  "  Marye's  HiU,"  extending  from  the  Telegraph 
load  to  the  \Awok  road*  Notwithstanding  the 
teniae  fog*  whieh  enveloped  Ibe  country  around, 
and  oemnletely  hid  tern  view  the  town  and  river 
banka»  tne  enemy*  at  about  seven  o'dodc  a.  m., 
•paned  upan  Ihn  taarn  a 'tremendous  ire  from 
bia  numaroua  hatteriea,  which  hnad  the  Stafibrd 
abore^  to  cover  his  crossings  This  cannoaad- 
ing  fan  oontinnad  during  tiie  day,  with  hul  little 
intermiaaioB,  and  without  any  rasponae  firom 
my  hattariM.  The  eomnmnd  biyon  naked  for  the 
night  in  the  worha,  beside  their  guna.  The  next 
momiuff,  twelfth  instant^  the  fog  waa  Bgmm  ex- 
ceedingly heavy.  At  two  o'claak  p.  M.  it  had 
raised  eulBdently  for  ua  to  discern  the  hilla  op- 
posite the  city,  densely  covered  with  the  enemy's 
mlantry  and  artillery.  At  twenty  minulaa  to  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  n  heavy  oolomn  waa  ohaerved  near 
the  gas  works,  below  the  town,  upon  which  my 
batteries  immedialely  opened  a  well-direeted  ancl 
destructive  fire,  causing  the  enemy  U>  break  and 
run  for  cover.  During  thta  firing,  the  enemy's 
heavy  batteries  ^across  the  river)  opened  npon  us 
with  shell  and  ahot,  diaiegmdinf^  which,  my  men 
steadily  worked  their  guns  without  replying. 
AfW  about  ten  minutes,  having  dispersed  the 
column,  my  batteries  ceased  firing,  and  continued 
to  reeeive  in  silence  the  oentinued  firo  ef  the 
enemy.  Another  night,  passed  by  the  officers 
and  men  beaide  their  guns,  brings  us  to  the 
memorable  thirteenth  Deceinber.  At  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  P.  M.  the  enemy  waa  observed*  in 
force,  moving  down  upon  our  position  through 
the  streets  of  the  town.  SvaiTthing  being  in 
readiness,  fire  was  immediately  op^iad  from  all 
my  batteries,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  his 
first  advance.  Again  they  emerged  in  greater 
force,  aAd,  apparently,  with  much  steadinesa. 
Gaining  the  crest  of  an  elevated  piece  of  ground 
in  our  front,  he  opeand  npon  onr  pomtioa  a  gall- 
ing fire  of  musketry,  and  of  nrtulary  ^^m  the 
hi&a  beyond.  Tfaa  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  in 
front  o^  my  batteries,  ttien  opened  fire,  and  the 
battle  beaame  geneaal  all  along  onr  line.  Again 
and  again  did  their  heavy  masses  oome  forth 
from  the  town,  only  to  he  mewed  4own  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion,  aa  enah  time  they  fonaed  and 
advanced*  lluree  timea  their  colore  were  Welled 
by  the  unerrmg  aim  of  the  ganneta.  At  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  a  portion  of  Oenml  Banaoii'a  divu- 
ion  (supporting  eolumn)  moved  steadily  acroaa 
tbe  plateau  in  mvnar:  halting  but  an  instant  on 
the  crest  of  the  bill,  thafP  dehvesed  a  voUafr,  then 
nbinged  irith  a  obear  into  the  road  bakiw  and  in 
front  of  us»  already  oconpied  l^  CobUa  troopa. 
llie  sbarpaboeters  ef  the  enami»  undej:  eover  of 
a  crest  in  front  and  the  alope  of  the  hiU,  kept  np 
a  galling  fire  npon  our  weeks,  eansing  manv  ti 
my  gallant  men  le  fidl,  killed  and  wenndedp  at 
their  peaia;  nmong  wimm  waa  Lieutenant -H.  A. 
Battles,  Fourth  oompany,  aevereif  wounded  in 
the  arm  by  a  mime  ball  Five  seeend  times  dtd 
heavy  manses  of  the  enemy's  infiemtiy,  euppoeted 
by  iigbt  batteriaa  wbioh  hsik  been  placed  m  poai- 
tion  on  the  field,  advanoe  firom  the  eover  or  tbe 
town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  tbe 
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&te  of  tbose  who  preceded  them*  Th^  feU  by 
thousands  under  toe  judicious,  Bteady,  and  tni- 
erring  fire  of  my  guns,  encouraged  aoid  aided  by 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troopa  in  the  road 
in  froat  of  us.  At  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  after  baring 
been  engaged  four  houxa  aai  a  balf ,  against  ovev- 
whelmins  odds  of  the  eQamy,  I  was  coapellad  to 
reiinquisu  the  post  of  honor  to  Woclfolk's  attd 
Moody'«  battenes,  Alexander's  battalion,  having 
one  gun  disabled,  and  having  ezhattfitad  all  the 
canUter,  shell,  and  ease*shot,  and  nearly  every 
roood  of  solid  shot  in  the  chests ;  Bore  oould  not 
be  supplied,  in  positiosy  in  time,  the  train  being 
Rvernl  miles  distaaL  On  the  fourteenth  my 
guns  were  held  in  reserve.  On  the  fifteenth  I 
took  position  in  the  ivorks  on  the  extreme  left 
of  our  hne,  the  positioB  before  occupied  by  Lane's 
battery,  which  I  occupied  until  the  eighteenth  in* 
fttant  On  the  eighteeuth  all  mv  batteries  were 
•gain  concentrated  in  camp.  The  second  oom- 
psoy,  Captain  Kiehardson,  was,  during  the  en- 
gagemenis,  attached  to  Pickett's  division,  in 
reserve,  and  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duu,  as  it  is  my  pleasuie,  to  say,  in 
behalf  of  my  officers,  cannoneers,  and  drivers,  that 
spon  no  field  during  this  war  hssre  men  behaved 
more  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshleman,  Miller, 
sod  Squiers,  and  the  brave  offioers  and  men  un- 
der them,  is  the  service  indebted  for  the  gallant 
defence  of  ^larye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and 
overwhelming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty 
thimasnd  men.  To  Lieutanant  William  M.  Owen, 
n^  adjutant  and  only  aid,  I  am,  as  usual,  in- 
debted for  aealous  anid  fearless  conduct  on  the 
&ld,  in  the  performanoe  of  all  his  duties.  Before 
closing  this  report^  I  may  be  permitted,  without 
being  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
General  commanding 'to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  £shleman»  m  directing,  ancT  Lieutenant 
Korcom,  fiiuxth  comaaiyr,  in  executing  the  order, 
io  taking  one  of  the  Napoleon  gnus  from  the 
WQid^  where  it  was  out  ot  range,  and  placing  it 
between  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  the  open  field, 
there  continuing  it  in  action^  entirely  exposed  to 
the  enemy's  inlhntry  and  shai^shooters,  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement.  My  loss  in 
this  ei^agement  is  thsee  killed  and  twenty-four 
wounded. 

I  hav^  the  honor  to  ha, 

Very  lespeotfully, 

J.  B.  Walton, 

^  J  Colonel  of  ArUUerjiCoauuanding. 

BEPQitT  OF  COLONEL  CBUTCHPISLD. 

HaAaowasTBfia  AftrnMAMBr  OoiixAif d,  \ 
SacujU)  Aa^T  Coars,  Jaunsry  h  JSfiO.  ( 

Umsttmamt'  Qtmeml  T,  J.  Jaobsam,  eommmntUng 

SecoudJrw^  Cotrp$,  A.  N.  V.: 

GsMEaAL :  i  have  the  honor  4o  submit  the  iblr 
laving  jepoH  of  tha  opantiona  oS  the  artillery 
of  this  corps  in  the  enpigement  «aar  Fredaneka- 
hom,  I»<^ftinber  thirteen,  1862 : 

The  heighta^B  the  ijght  of  our  lim  vera  held 
by  fourteen  guns  of  ihe  batlcriea  of  Majar-Gen- 
cral  A.  P.  lutt's  diviswn,  under  lieutenant-Col- 
onel  E.  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries 


c^  Captains  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  (four  guns 
eaeh,)  and  aeotions  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Latham,  Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  re- 
spectivelv  by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and 
Jaows  fiikett  This  nosition  was  a  aammanding 
one,  and  affcnrded  aomiraMe  advantage  against 
a  direct  assaok  foam  infontrv;  but,  what  was 
mere  importaoi,  so  oenlrelted  the  ground  in  front 
as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries, 
before  they  eouhl  move  any  considerable  mass  of 
their  infostry  down  the  plain,  as  would  be  neces- 
sary should  th^  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  Mable  to  the  dmdvan- 
tages  always  attaching  to  a  fixed  position,  that  it 
must  receive  a  ooneentrated  fire  fipom  many  points, 
added  to  which -the  forma  ti«a*of  the  ^ound  at 
the  top  of  the  hitt  was  suoh  as  not  to  aAord  much 
prolsctian  to  man,  aad  hardly  any  to  the  horses. 
It  was,  of  course,  a  position  of  great  importance  ; 
and  it  being  specially  necessary  that  its  batteries 
should  be  able  to  open  an  efieetive  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  infontry  in  the  plain  below,  shonld  they 
endeavor  to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or 
turn  our  right,  I  diredad  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  te  be  drawn  into 
an.  artillery  duel,  but,  disregarding  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for  their 
infontry  when  it  should  ca«e  within  effective 
range.  On  the  left  of  our  Ime  were  posted 
twenty-one  gnns,  as  follows:  Just  at  Bernard's 
cabins  and  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of 
six  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  and  one  six-poundcr,  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidaoa,  Rnine,  Caskie, 
and  Braxton, — ^^all  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Davidson.  Same  two  hundred 
yards  in  froni  of  these,  to  their  right  and  beyond 
the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  consisting 
of  six  rifles,  three  Kapoleoas,  and  three  six- 
pounders,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpen- 
ter, Waoding,  and  Braxton,— all  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Captain  J.  B.  Brookenbrough. 
Captain  Carpenter'a  battery  waa  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  McKendref.  From  the  first  it  was 
Evident  that  the  enemy's  attaak  might  be  ex- 
pected upon  our  centra,  where  the  heights  on  our 
tigki  descended  to  a  level  with  the  plain,  and  a 
pohil  of  woods  runnii^r  out  into  the  ield  ofered 
them  eady  and  good  sheltac,  or  that  they  would 
endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  A  considerable  ar- 
tillery force  was  held  ready  to  meet  this  latter 
eantingeney  by  moving  out  and  taking  position 
Jn  tha  fielda  to  our  right,  ao  at  to  cross  tis  fire 
with  tha  batteries  of  Liautenant-Colanel  Walker. 
The  centre  of  tha  line  waa  ma  weakest  point, 
Muea  LieHtanant-ColoMl  Walker's  guns  oould 
met  oUiqua  their  fire  to  tha  left  safficiettdy  to 
hope  to  praveaV  the  enemy^s  seiaing  the  point  of 
woods  refosred  to,  at  the  distanoe  at  which  it  was. 
The  batteries  near  Bernard's  cahms  mofe  directly 
eonlrolled  this  point,  hut  only  by  a  quite  oblique 
fire  to  tha  ng^  fia  that  there  ware  some  eight 
hundred  or  a  ^usand  vards  of  our  front,  near 
the  centDs,  undefended  by  a  direcS  artillery  fire 
to  the  front.    I  examined  the  ground  carefully  in 
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the  woods  behind  this  point,  in  hopes- of  beiiig 
able  to  establish  battenes  ai  howkzers,  whi^, 
by  a  canister  fire,  might  soon  dieck  the  ominys 
infantry  in  their  adVanoe  tiirough  the  woods. 
But  I  found  the  groand  unfavorable,  being  iater- 
sected  by  a  iaep  raviae,  and  the  vnderg^^swth  ao 
thick  as  to  require  more  tMK.to  elaar  it  awaty 
than  we  had  before  the  aetion  began.  The  instmc- 
tions  given  to  Captains  Broekenbrough  and  Da- 
yidson  ware  to  roserye  their  fire  for  the  eneaiir|s 
infiintry  at  close  ranga^  and  not  to  engage  ma 
batteries  unless  he  advanced  them  to  the  support 
of  his  infantry  $  and  then  they  were  to  oonoentrate 
their  fire  on  the  advuicing  battery,  and  sot  to 
fall  back  firom  their  poskion  so  long  as  our  infiRi- 
try  supported  them.  The  enemy  opened  the  a^ok 
b^  the  fire  of  sDme  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns 
directed  upon  '[^ieutenant-C^nel  Walker's  posi- 
tion, and  from  about  sixteen  guns  (aftenraods 
increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our  batteries  at 
and  near  Bernard's  calnns.  The  officers  in  charge 
of  these  batteriaa  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the 
enemy's  fire  not  being  replied  to,  he  advaiiced 
his  skirmishers  in  very  neavy  line  upon  the 
points  occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains 
Broekenbrough  and  Davidson.  These  were  soon 
driven  off  by  canister,  and  the  eiaot  positions  of 
our  batteries  being^  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy, 
he  direeted  a  heavy  turtillery  fire  upon  them,  and 
advanced  one  of  hia  batteries  near  a  chimney  in 
the  centre  of  the  plain.  This  fire  was  replied  to 
by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  were  mthdrawn,  and  their  plaees  sup- 
plied by  others  of  longer  range.  About  this  time 
two  of  our  rifie-g|una,  belon^ng  to  Captains  Wood- 
ing's  and  Caskie's  battenes,  were  disabled,  by 
their  axles  breaking  from  the  recoil  of  the  gun, 
and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  All  this  time  the 
enemy*s  sharpshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  work- 
ing around  to  the  right  of  Captain  Brocken- 
brough's  position  whenever  driven  from  his  front, 
and  pertinaciously  readvancing  whenever  they 
could,  under  the  shelter  of  their  artillery  fire. 
Though  they  were  once  or  twice  repeUed  by  can- 
ister, when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  so 
well  protected  by  the  accident*  of  the  grouM( 
and  so  feebly  opposed  by  eur  own  sharpshooters, 
that  they  could  not  be  entirely  disk>dged,  and 
caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batteries,  beth  among 
men  and  horses.  Captain  Brockenbroogh  was 
wounded  while  gallantly  discharging  his  duty, 
and  Captain  Wooding  Mdly  shot  whue  acting  as 
gunner  to  one  of  his  pieces.  Bemg  badly  svp^ 
ported  by  the  inftmtry  in  their  rear,  after  seven- 
losses  in  offieers,  men,  sod  horses,  the  baitteries 
of  Captain  Brockenbrongh'a  command  were  with» 
drawn,  as  tho^  would  have  been  4oet  so  soon  aa 
the  enemy  seised  the  point  of  woods  to  their 
right  and  rear,  as  they  did.  The  ammunition  in 
Captain  Haine's  battery  (commanded  hy  LieuM> 
ant  Statham)  was  so  defeotiva  (from  the  bad 
fuses,  I  think)  that,  none  of  its  shell  bursting,  it 
was  withdrawn,  and  its  plaae  sappHed  by  the 
Chesapeake  artillery,  of  tnree  guns,  Lieutenant 
Plater  commanding,  while  a  section  of  Captain 
Latimer's  battery,  under  his  own  charge,  was 


lent  still  farther  to  the  fVont  and  left  These 
latter  pieces  were  exoeliendy  managed,  and, 
ftboogh  losing  h^avfly  tmtn  ^e  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, dfove  back  their  lines  with  canister, 
and  oansed  them  great  loss  by  an  uncommonly 
accnrate  and  rapid  flliell  fire,  as  they  were  driven 
ba^  by  Oeneral  Low^  brigade,  in  their  attempted 
advance.  Lieutenant  McSendree,  of  Carpenter's 
battery,  exhibited  noticeable  resolution  and  com- 
posure in  managing  his  battery.  On  the  right 
the  enemy,  af^  furiourfy  cannonading  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walker's  position  tW  tiiey  imaging 
his  batteries  crippled,  aAvanced  their  infantry. 
One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of  woods  m 
our  centre,  and  the  other  with  its  IVont  parallel 
to  the  road  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river 
road.  When  distant  about  eight  hundred  y^rds, 
Lieutenant-Cohmel  Walker's  batteries  opened 
upon  them  with  great  effect,- and,  at  the  same 
tnue,  fifteen  guns,  composed  of  sections  from  the 
batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  A.  Gra- 
ham eomrnanding,)  Captain  Watson,  Captain 
Smith,  Captain  Oarber,  one  gun  of  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  the  Louisiana  Guard  battery, 
three  guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  die 
plain  to  our  rigttt,  so  as  to  cross  their  fire  with 
that  of  the  guns  of  Lientenant-Colonel  Walker, 
being  specially  designed  to  check  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  towards  the  road  firom  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  the  river  road.  These  pieces  were 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pelham, 
and  were  admirably  managed  and  bravely  fought, 
and  perfectly  accomplished  their  object  All 
these  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once,  but  were 
added  as  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed 
to  require  it.  Towards  the  dose  of  the  day,  as 
the  enemy's  infantry  —  drfvuen  from  the  woods  by 
our  own  —  fell  baok  in  cdhfusion  across  the  plain 
under  the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  the  guns 
of  Lieutenant-Colonei  Walker  and  Major  Pel- 
ham,  some  of  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Cblonel 
Walker's  command,  being  short  of  ammunition, 
and  the  men  exhausted  fh>m  working  with  di- 
minished numbers,  were  relieved  by  a  section  of 
Lusk's  battery,  Lieutenant  Dowell  commanding, 
and  a  portion  of  tite  corps  reserve,  tmder  Colonel 
J.  Thompson  Brown.  1  Riflll  have  to  rvRr  yon 
to  this  officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  they 
were,  as  I  knew  but  one  of  them — Captain 
Poague's.  They  went  in  under  a  heavy  fire,  and, 
though  suffering  much,  were  bravely  fought. 
Some  gnhs  of  liajor-Gteneral  D.  H.  Hill's  divis- 
ion artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  omr 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Thomas  H. 
Carter.  Am  these  battsiiw  wete  onknown  to  me 
through  thdr  officers,  I  shall  have  to  refer  yon 
to  that  offio^r^  report  as  to  wMli  ^y  were. 
They  moved  up  with  the  net,  under  heavy  fire, 
and  were  weu  served. 

It  would  perhaps  be  inffdions  to  sMempt  to 
dMnesHM^  mMng  oneefs  and  m0n,  where  there 
were  so  many  fine  examples  of  leonrage  and  dero- 
tioa  9  and  I  fear  I  may  have  ahpetdf  done  ii^xia- 
tice4n  iftentionlnf  some  to  lite  exclusion  of  others, 
but  I  trust  the  reports  of  other  officers  will  set 
it  all  right    I  beg,  however,  to  call  your  special 
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ttentlon  to  the  Taluable  and  gaUant  senricet  of 
ieutenant-Colonel  Wa&er  and  Major  Pelham. 
he  position  in  which  Cokmri  Walker  was  pkoed 
as  peculiarif  tryinf^,  from  his  being  feqnired  to 
ndure,  for  a  long  time,  a  veiy  heavy  fire  without 
epiying  to  iL  O>ionel  J.  Thompson  Brown, 
ommandisg  the  corpa  reserve,  also  displayed 
oticeable  coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his 
uns  in  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker 
uder  a  aeveve  fire. 

We  lost  no  pieces;  nor  did  we  capture  any. 
lieutenant  Plater  liad  a  gun  disabled  and  a  lim- 
»er  exploded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  had 
I  gun  disabled  and  a  eaisson  and  limber  exploded, 
md  Colonel  Brown  a  gtin  disabled,  as  also  did 
he  Louisiana  Guard  battery.  N6  carriages  or 
)art8  of  carrio^^  were  lost  by  us.  The  disabled 
^ns  were  of  coitfse  brought  off.  The  loss  in 
dorses,  and  the  namre  of  the  ground,  together 
nrith  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
iheir  numDers,  effectltely  prevented  any  advance 
of  oar  batteries  as  their  mfantry  fell  Wk,  and 
before  fresh  batteries  could  get  in,  their  line  was 
reformed  near  the  rifer  road,  and  it  was  nearly 
night 

I  cannot  dose  this  report  withont  calling  your 
attention  to  the  great  defect  in  the  ammunition 
we  used,  by  which  few  of  our  shells  burst.  My 
own  observation  entirely  confimjcd  the  numerous 
complaints  made  to  me  from  the  batteries. 
Much,  if  not  most,  of  this  difficulty  is,  I  am 
satisSed,  jusHy  attributable  to 'the  mses. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

8.  CRCTCnFTELD, 
ColoBel,  tad  CMef  of  AitHlery  Sooond  Corps. 

BEPOUT  or  L1SUT.-C0L0K£L  ALSiANDfiB. 

HEAo^ARnms  Awnusar  Bsskrvb  Battaiiow,  i 
Pceember  20, 1862.     t 

To  Mofer  tf.  M.  89rr^,  AdjuUmt-Gmtral  First 

Corf)S  t 

Major:  I  k«v»  the  honor  ta  rabnit  the  fol- 
lowing vs^it  of  the  ttperatioBs  of  the  artillery 
battalion  wMler  ay  eonmaiid  during  the  recent 
hostilities: 

At  dawn  on  the  el«veiith  inetent»  on  the  firing 
of  the  Msnal  gane,  I  moved  ferai  camp,  and  posted 
Captain  Khett'a  heiMry  battery  in  pits  which  ke  had 
prepared  on  the  hill  ao«di  of  the  plank  road,  over- 
looking the  entire  coonlry  in  frost  aad  Uie  oppoeite 
bankof  tberiver,a(  a  distanee  of  one  mile  ana  a  half. 
Captain  Parker's  two  riflea  wen  pbMfd  in  pito  whidi 
he  kd  built  near  SttnaboHr'a  hoas^eonniandng 
the  entire  iata  m  iwni  and  th»  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  •  His  liawicaeiv  were  oonoeaied  behind 
Stansbuxys  home,  in  flMst  adaieable  positions 
for  oppoiiap  any  advanoe  of  the  enemy  on  the 
nonh  of  the  town.  Vke  hatteriee  maintained 
thew  positions  dviag  the  wMe  oeevpation  of 
^f  aty  hy  the  ene«y>  The  batteriee  of  Oapw 
tains  Jonlia,  lfflHb»  and  Weolfolk  were  held 
concealed  in  rear  ol  tl».  plateMi,  kaek  of  8lan»> 
bury"!  hoiisa,  ready  to  meve  out  upon  it  at  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy'a  infantry,  or  to  any 


other  pohit  of  onr  line  needing  reenforements. 
The  cannoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and  Wool- 
folk's  batteries  were  meanwhile  entployed,  con- 
cealed by  the  mist,  in  making  small  pits  on  the 
Most  fkvofable  points  of  the  plateau,  and  event- 
ually flhished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  which  would  have  cost  the  enemy  severe- 
ly, had  Iw  attempted  any  advance  north  of  the 
town.  This  disposition  of  my  batteries  remained 
unchanged  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth.  On 
the  twelfth,  our  infantry  having  evacuated  the 
town.  Captain  Hhett's  and  Captain  Parker's  bat- 
teries opened  their  rifles  occasionallv  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  principal  pontoon  bridges  of  the 
enemj,  Captain  Rhett  also  enfilading  two  of  the 
principal  streets.  These  fires  invariably  elicited 
prompt  and  heavy  responses  from  the  enemy, 
from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved  us  nearly  all 
damage.  On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  this 
firing  was  continued,  aided  bv  three  twelve- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Mooav's  battery,  in  a 
new  position  north  of  the  plani  road,  opposite 
Captain  Rhett,  whence  the  «treet  leading  to  the 
pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfiladed.  This  latter 
fire  at  once  attrected  a  reply  firom  ever^  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  shght  loss. 
Captain  Moody,  however,  still  held  the  position, 
sheltering  his  men  when  not  firing.  The  enemy 
shelled  this  position  not  only  all  day,  but  every 
day  of  their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards, 
whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must  have  caused 
them  much  annoyance.  I  afterwards  made  pits 
in  this  position  for  guns,  with  Captains  Mooay's 
and  Hhett's  cannoneers,  but  they  were  only  com- 
pleted on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation. 
At  twenty  minutes  to  four  p.  M.  of  the  thirteenth, 
I  received  an  order  to  relieve  the  Washington 
artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  their  ammunition  being 
nearly  exhausted.  I  at  once  hastened  there,  with 
Captain  Woolfolk's  battery.  Captain  Moody's 
twelve-ponnder  guns,  and  two  guns  of  Captain 
Jordan's  battery,  and  occupied  tne  pits  under  a 
heavy  fire,  which  earned  three  fourths  of  my  en- 
tire loss,  while  ffalloping  up.  The  enemy  were 
ahvady  within  Aree  hundred  yards,  and  seeing 
the  Washington  artillery  leave,  after  so  protracted 
and  gaHant  a  defence,  oheered  and  pressed  on 
heavily,  aided  by  three  batteries,  whioh  opened 
fbom  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  line  of 
heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bODk.  Disregarding 
the  latter,  we  pourea  a  rapid  and  murderous  fire 
on  the  former  and  their  advancing  faifantry,  under 
wMeh,  and  the  accurate  aim  of  our  veteran  infan- 
try beneath  us,  they  were  soon  driven  to  shelter 
behfaid  tiw  houses  of  the  town.  About  dark  the 
reflMiining  section  of  Captain  ^rdan's  battery 
was  brought  nn,  one  gun  replacing  a  damaged 
gmi  of  Captain  Maurin^  in  a  pit  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and  the  other  remaining  near,  ifnder  the 
coiitr<4  of  Gteneral  Ransom,  for  any  emergency. 
Ah«nt  seven  p.  m.,  the  enemy,  said  to  have  been 
Sykes'e  division  of  regolan,  again  advanced, 
mder  cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our 
infantry  below.  My  guns  opened  with  canister 
and  ease-shot  at  the  flashes  of  their  muskets,  and 
this,  their  last  repulse,  was  said  to  have  been 
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the  bloodiest  At  dawn  on  the  fomtoenth  my 
only  remaining  ffons  in  reserre,  Moody's  two 
twant^-four-pounder  howitxen  and  one  rifle  of 
Captain  Jordan's,  salieved  Uie  remainder  of  Cap- 
tain Maurin*8  battery  in  the  pits  left  of  the  pUudi 
road ;  and  two  twelre-pounaer  guns  of  MoodT's 
and  two  six-ponnder  guns  «f  Captain  Woolfol&fs 
were  relievsd  by  brigade  batteries,  beiw  o«t  of 
ammunition.  Chi  the  foiuteentk  we  ifarea  but  few 
shot,  and  onlr  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  inlMttry, 
being  compeUed  to  eceoomise  ammunition.  Cfn 
the  night  of  the  fonrteanth  Captain  Parker  dis- 
covered  a  position  enfilading  the  canal  Talley,  in 
front  of  the  town,  and  two  pits  were  oanstructed 
at  it,  which  I  ocoupied  before  day  with  Moody's 
tweWe-poonder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the 
reserves  of  the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen 
lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the  Talley ;  in  the  kn^ 
guage  of  General  Burnaide^  "holding  the  first 
ridge."  A  lew  well-directed  shots  by  Ci4)tain 
Moody  aoon,  however,  Uoke  this  hold,  and  all 
who  could  not  ind  fi*esh  shelter  fled  in  confusion 
to  the  city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters 
and  BCTeral  ^ukB  imMediately  in  their  rear. 
This,  with  a  single  shot  m  tl^  brick  tannery, 
broke  up  entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  aharo- 
shooters,  under  which  we  suftred  considerably 
the  day  before ;  aid  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
worked  openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies 
of  infontiy  appearing  in  town,  unannoved.  That 
night  the  town  was  evacuated.  My  especial 
thanks  are  diie  to  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  for  hk 
cool  a«d  aficiant  cooperation  in  Uie  execution  of 
all  orders.  The  kit  ef  o«r  line  of  batteries  was 
under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two 
days.  I  denre  also  to  express  here  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  Cap- 
tarns  Jordan,  Rhetlp  Moody,  Woolfblk,  and  Par^ 
ker,  before  attested  on  man^  a  hard-fiolaght  fialdi 
and  fully  corroborated  on  tins.  Captain  Eubuik, 
with  the  remaining  battery  of  my  battalion,  is 
absent  on  detaahed  service.  Dr.  Oray,  suigeon. 
Captain  Franklin,  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant 
Yaughan,  eommissary,  managed  their  respective 
departments  to  my  ealire  satidbction.  My  imI- 
jutant,  Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  cmmid 
and  executed  my  orders^  under  aH  cireumstanoes, 
with  ooolneas  and  juckment.  My  eapeoial  Chanha 
are  ako  due  to  C  S*  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Uaakell,«f 
South  Carolina,  who  volonteered  me  his  serviees, 
and  rendered  nse  indispensable  assistance  in  the 
supervision  of  aa  extensive  a  oonraiandb  I  beg 
leave  to  reeomaiend  him  to  the  War  Depaif  nut 
for  promotion.  liantenanls  Qilkn,  Wilaao,  hwh' 
roughs,  T^rrill,  and  Woolfo&,  are  mealionedt  im 
h^h  terms  by  theuroratains,  as  are  also  SemMit 
Cisco,  of  Moody's,  and  Private  England,  of  w  ae^ 
folk's  battery.  The  ktter,  unfortunately,  mm 
killed.  1  was  personayy  imiHressed  with  the 
bearing  of  Liantenant  J.  JtonMll  8mi^,  ef  Jor- 
dan's battery,  oommapdmg  a  section  in  the  attecA 
on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth.  Corporal  Loeli- 
wood,  of  his  company,  a  most  gallant  sol^Ber, 
whom  I  also  noticed  putiaularly,  was  wounded,  I 
fear  mortally,  in  the  night  attook.    Our  eatire 


loss  was  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  fifteen 
horses.  One  thousand  and  eigh^  rounds  of  am- 
munitioB  ware  expanded* 

I  am,  Mi^,  very  resModhlly, 

Your  obecBent  aervant, 
V  £.  P.  Albxandbk, 

UentsBSBMSolonsK,  oommmadimg  fisttaikm. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HUUPHUIES. 

HEADQUABTERS  TWEKTT-FiaST  If  ISSISSIPFI  » 

Rbouuiiit,  Deoember  17,  IH&L    ] 
To  William  Bwrkgdale^  Brigmdier-General^com- 

wtamding  Third  Brigade  t 

Oekeral  :  As  soon  as  the  signal  guns,  on  the 
DMming  of  the  eleventh  instant,  anaounced  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  the  Twenty-first 
regiment  from  ownp,  and  arrived  at  the  market- 
house  in  Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in 
obedience  to  vour  orders,  I  detached  the  right 
wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  aupport 
of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  iftventeeath  regiment, 
who  was  guarding  the  wharf  on  the  Kappahan- 
nock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  eaemy.  I  aaw 
no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  during 
the  dav,  and  respectfully  refer  you  to  Major 
Moodv^s  repoEt  of  his  operatiwiiii  The  lefl  wing 
I  held  in  reserve  at  the  nuurket-house,  with  in- 
structions to  support  Lieutanant-Colonal  Fixer, 
of  the  Seventeenth  regimaat,  at  the  upper  pon- 
toon, construeted  by  the  enemy,  or  Captain  Oo- 
van,  if  needed. 

About  one  o'clock,  I  was  oiderad  t»  go  to  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Fixer,  but,  owing  to  a  mistake 
of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Fixer,  I 
was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  above,  to  a 
very  exposed  position,  from  which  the  enemy 
forced  me  to  retire,  by  «  heavy  fire  firom  their 
artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and 
reoeived  orders  to  advance  to  tiie  river  and  resist 
ai^  advance  of  tho  enemy,  who  had  then  suc- 
ceeded in  forcinp^  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  with  LiautonantHColonel  Fiaer  and  Col- 
onel Carter,  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment.  I  de- 
tadied  CanSain  Benfua,  with  hia  aanipany,  to  the 
foot  of  William  Street,  aad  Captain  Gsaen,  with 
his  company,  to  the  foot  of  na  atnet  leading 
from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placed  Captains 
6taaip%  Simsf  aad  Qihaao,  with  their  compa- 
nies, on  Mam  Staaat.  Bythia  tiaa  itwaa  darL 
Captain  Green  diacoveiad  the  onesy  odvaacing 
slowly  down  the  river  hank,  and  lannediately 
opened  fire  «poa  him,  and  stnhbamly  naaiated 
until,  atncken  down  hy  a  minia  hall,  lua  compa- 
Wf  foU  back,  boaring  hia  body  with  them.  The 
•Mmyi,  fMTsuing,  dusgad  up  tha  street.  Cap- 
taioa  Stamps,  Sum,  and  Gibain  opened  a  galling 
fine  upon  bun,  and  daofo  him  off  tha  stiveta,  up 
towwda  the  noatoon  haidge,  and  held  lum  in 
chock  until  about  seven  o'cioek,  whan  I  wna  or- 
dered to  withdraw  «iy  taoops  freoi  the  city,  and 
form  a  lino  «f  battle  at  the  fooi  of  the  hitt»  on  the 
Telegraph  rood,  where  I  wiincd  «mtii  I  was  re- 
Moved  fa^  the  gallaat  and  lavaittad  Oownd  Cobb, 
'left  I  movad  \mdk  to  oomph 

Doriog  tho  wh^  day  wo  #are  oKpoaod  to  a 
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teayy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  oa 
he  opposite  heightSt  sheltering  ourselves  as  wt 
ould  behind  houses,  fenees»  etc 

The  offieert  and  men  obeyed  erery  order  with 
iromptuess  and  alacrity,  and  maintained  every 
K)siuon  with  a  prauptHeas  and  constancy  worthy 
tfallpraisa 

TheTwen^-frst  r^^ent  lost,  durins  the  day, 
light  killed,  twenty-five  nwunded  and  thirteen 
oissiiig. 

Very  resfpaetfuUy,  ymm  obedient  servant, 
BsauAMiM  G.  Humphries, 

Colonel,  coinmsBding  Twentf-flrst  Royixneat 
Hiflsisgippl  Yolunteef  a. 

R£1H)BT  OF  COLONEL  CABELL. 

Camp  nbmi  FnBDBBiCKBVinio^  YiboinUv  ) 
Deoembor  25, 1662.     { 

Major  James  Jf.  Goagin,  A,  A.  0. : 

Major:  In  conzormity  with  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  conduct  and  services  of  the  artillery,  placed 
under  my  command,  during  the  recent  engage- 
ment: 

The  division  of  Major-General  McLaws  arriv- 
ing here  at  the  head  of  the  column  on  Thursday, 
the  twentieth,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  intercept 
the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Freder- 
icksburg, it  devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction 
of  Major-Geneial  McLaws,  to  place  the  artillery 
in  position  and  prepare  for  their  attack.    It  had 
been  represented  that  the  hills  of  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  Rappahannock  completely  commanded 
the  heights  on  this  side.    This  was  apparently  the 
case  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper 
range  of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest 
Anticipating  that  the  enemy,  who  were  in  lar^ 
force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river^  would  im- 
mediately attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the 
river,  preparations  were  at  once  made  Tor  xesist- 
&Qce.    However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  a 
passage  then,  in  a  very  short  time  the  whole 
scheme  of  defence  was  arranged.    About  a  mile 
above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Taylor's 
residence,  the  land  n»Q»  abruptly  from  Uie  river 
to  great  elevation  to  the  upper  heights.    These 
upper  heights,  howeves»  rapidly  recede  from  the 
river  bauk,  and  thaa  take  a  course  nearly  parallel 
^ith,but  at  coasiderahle  distance  from*  the  river. 
These  hiiy^  shortly  below  the  right  of  the  posi- 
tion of  this  division,  oipidly  diminish  until  n»ar 
HamiUon's  Crossing,  where  they  have  veryinoon- 
siderable  elevation.    The  hills  on  the  other  side 
&re  much  nearer  the  river.    This  gave  the  en^Biy 
great  advantega  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  in  shelUng   his  troops  aftec   the}   passed 
over.   Oj)  our  tight,  and  sbortlv  below  Freder- 
icksburg, their  wbcue  asm.y  couid,  and  a  large 
puon  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this  side  of  the  river 
m  almost  perfect  secunty  from  our  artillery.    At 
tbe  saiBc  tune,  being  under  the  cover  of  theiip 
aruilery  on  tbe  Sta&id  side  of  the  river,  the^ 
^ere  neady  as  SMimi  froca  an  attack  by  our  in- 
tantr}.   A   knowJedga   of   this   bet    probable 
mauced  General  Buruside  to  crosa  the  river  \  and 
^  boast  that,  after  the  fight  of  Saturday,  he 


romaiaed  two  days  in  the  plain,  waiting  and 
inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  simply  ridiculous. 
But  nMx  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper 
heights  commence  to  recede  from  the  river,  a 
lawer  ranp^e  of  lulls  commences,  which,  though 
also  reoeding  from,  keeps  much  nearer,  the  river. 
This  lower  range  of  hiils  terminates  abruptly  with 
Marve's  Hill,  immediatelv  in  i^ear  of  the  town  of 
Freaericksbuiig  •—  the  hill  then  having  almost  the 
appearance  of  a  promontoiy,  the  low  grounds 
extending  about  eight  hundred  yards  back  to  the 
base  of  the  upper  heights.  Tins  low^r  range  of 
hills  is  much  lower  than  the  bills  on  the  Stafford 
side  of  4he  river,  and  is  commanded  by  the 
enemy's  artillerf»  The  iiasition  of  our  artillery 
and  infantry,  made  by  Major-General  McLaws, 
was  eartainly  most  happy  to  countervail  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  position.  While  the  whole  line 
was  under  my  direction«  I  had  recommended  that 
short-ranoe  guns  should  be  placed  on  tlie  decliv- 
ity on  each  side  of  Marye's  house,  betw(ien  the 
house  and  the  stone  wall,  where  our  infantry  were 
drawn  up  during  the  battle.  I  had  recommended 
this,  in  addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  in  order  to  sweep  the  plain  in  front.  The 
impoMibility  of  giving  guns  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt  hill  sumoient  depression  gives  great 
advantages  to  a  column  of  infantry,  who,  by 
making  a  rapid  charge,  soon  find  themselves 
completely  protected  &om  the  artillery  on  the 
hills.  I  had  also  recommended  that  guns  should 
be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the  plank  road, 
on  the  hills  that  sweep  towards  the  uf)per  part 
of  Fredericksburg,  as  if  for  its  pvotection.  These 
positions  would  have  given  a  complete  enfilading 
fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Marye's 
Hill,  and  also  upon  their  forces  massed  in  front 
of,  but  protected  by  the  oanformation  of  the 
ground  frooT  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the  gunners 
on  ^  crest  of  the  hilL  These  dispositions,  for 
some  reasons,  were  not  made.  Had  they  been 
made,  the  repulse  would  have  been  even  more 
signal,  and  the  victory  even  more  complete^  tlian 
we  obtained.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  iustice 
to  Mcjor-Oenenil  McLava  to  say  that  tne  dis- 
position of  the  artillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.  During  the  whole  of 
Thursday,  the  eleventh  of  December,  not  a  gun 
w^  fired  by  our  batteries,  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enen^'s  attempt  to 
cross  the  river.  The  enemy's  cannon  was  nrinff 
almost  incessantly,  and  their  shall  frec^uently  feu 
near  our  batteries.  The  next  day*  Friday,  upon 
the  uplifting  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the 
larger  pevtion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  side  of  the  rivtr.  On  .the  right  of  my 
position  a  battery  of  light  artillery  was  discov- 
eired  in  position.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
our  batteries  oaus^  this  battery  quickly  to  retire 
to  a  position  still  farther  to  the  n^ht    The  first 

Sofition  of  this  battery,  if  retamed,  would  have 
een  very  annoying  to  our  troops,  who  were 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and  in 
oonveoient  range  of  its  guns.^  This  battery  then 
took  position  on  the  other  side  of  Deep  Creek, 
alongside  of  several   other   batteriesy  but   its 
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efiecdyeness  was  nearly  destroyed  bjr  its  com^ 
peUed  removal  of  po8itu>ii. 

Sreiy  battery  officer  receiyed  the  iafllnictloti 
that  he  was  to  fire  with  ^eat  deliberation,  and  to 
fire  only  npon  large  badies  of  troops.  Of  caarM, 
some  discrellmi  was  allowed  to  every  offioer,  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  slate  that  that  discretion 
was  genemly  well  exercised.  And  otte  of  the 
best  proofs  of  the  eifectivenese  sf  oar  fire  was 
afibrded  by  their  turning  ^eir  gons  upon  us* 

In  front  of  my  position  the  low  g^ooads  ex- 
tended in  an  appaient  pkin  from  the  base  oi 
the  hill  to  the  nver  bank.  -Through  tliese  low 
grounds  the  Ricbnond  and  Fredericksburg  Rail- 
road and  the  river  road  pass.  'Aionfl^  apparent- 
ly a  plain,  there  are  many  inequsBties  of  the 
ground,  which,  with  these  roads,  enabled  ikte 
enemy  to  mask  his  approach.  All  but  five  of  onr 
batteries  were  so  placed  as  to  command  not  only 
the  approach  of  tne  enemy  on  our  righ^  but  also 
the  Telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  rail- 
road, called  the  Fredericksbuig  and  Oordonsville 
Railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house,  be- 
sides this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  enabled  us  to  give  an  obUque  and 
almost  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing 
from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericksburg,  and 
who  were  drawn  «p  under  the  protection  of  the 
ineoualities  of  the  ground  in  rroot  of  Marye's 
Hill.  The  main  batUe  on  the  left  was  fought  to 
obtain  this  hill.  Between  this  hill  and  the  town 
of  Frederick^urg,  it  is  said,  the  Rappahannock 
formerly  iowed.  The  conformation  of  tne  ground, 
therefore,  enabled- the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops 
so  as  to  be  out  of  view  of  our  inftmtry,  in  position 
at  the  foot  of  Marye*s  Hill,  and  even  from  our 
artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled 
me  to  observe  the  enemy's  left  fiank,  upon  which 
our  guns  opened  a  most  destructive  nre.  It  was 
ea.^*  to  perceive,  from  previous  knowledTC  of  the 
ground  and  the  location  of  their  left  fiank,  where 
their  troops  wei«  massed,  and  our  batteries,  hav- 
ing an  almost  enfilading  fire,  opened  upon  them. 
Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a 
sluice  for  the  waste  waters  of  the  canal  passes. 
There  is  no  passage  for  the  enemy's  troops 
between  the  road  immediate  in  front  of  Marye's 
house  and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  T^le» 
ntiph  road  to  the  depot  of  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksbuig  Railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  road  was  completely  oomnmnded  by  oar 
guns.  Several  times  their  advance  was  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteries. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scat- 
tered in  confbsion  to  the  rear.  Once  they  made 
for  the  railroad  cut,  and  several  shells  fh)m  our 
batteries  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could 
escape  firem  it  Once  they  diarged  by  attempt- 
ing to  cross  the  cut,  running  down  one  side  and 
up  the  other ;  and  again  they  attempted  to  escape 
m  the  same  manner.  But  on  each  Oecasion  a 
murderous  fire  from  our  batteries  caosed  them  to 
retire  precipitately. 

I  am  confident  that  not  only  upon  the  approach 
and  the  snccessive  repulses  of  the  enemy  was  the 
fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficacious,  but  that 


also  it  did  great  execution  upon  the  masses  of 
the  enemy  in  fVont  of  Marye's  HiU. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state  another  fact  in 
connection  with  the  topography  of  tie  battle-field. 
The  right  of  Marye's  Hill  terminates  alaiost 
precipitonsly.  The  Telegraph  toad  passes  on  the 
right  of  the  hill,  and  then  turns  almost  directly  at 
right  angles  at  the  foot  mad  in  iroat  of  the  hill 
The  railroad  eat  and  embankment  would  have 
enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almost  perfect 
security  within  a  short  dlstanoe  of  tite  right  flank 
of  our  troops,  drawn  up  behind  the  stone  wall  on 
the  Telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  to 
have  our  troops  at  the  most  serious  disadvantage. 
Their  advance  could  not  have  be^  efTectively 
checked  by  the  artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  owing 
to  the  confonnatioa  of  the  ground. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  skilful  officers  and 
cannoneers  to  say,  that  thdr  cool,  well-directed 
and  most  efficient  fire  not  only  aided  materially 
in  repulsing  the  direct  attack*  on  Marye's  Hill, 
but  in  preventing  the  right  flank  of  this  position 
bemg  turned  by  the  enemy.  While  sa3nng  this, 
however,  I  wish  to  give  all  due  praise  to  the  gal- 
lant artillery  corps  who  occupied  so  successfully 
the  crest  of  Marye's  HiiL  I  have  been  thus  dif- 
fuse in  describing  the  topography  of  the  battle- 
field, as  I  think  it  due  to  our  troops,  both  infjemtry 
and  artillery,  that  the  fact  should  be  known,  that 
not  to  the  natural  strength  of  our  position,  but 
to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  our  leaders,  and 
the  gallantly,  courage,  and  well-dfteeted  aim  of 
our  cannoneers  and  infantry,  are  we  indebted  for 
our  most  brilliant  victory. 

Forty-eight  guns  were  placed  under  my  charge 
during  the  engagement :  Captain  Reid's  battery, 
three  guns,  occupied  the  position  hnmediitely  to 
the  right  of  the  Tele^ph  road.  Next  to  this 
batterj',  ope  of  the  thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns 
(Richmond  manufaotory)  was  placed.  It  was  re- 
placed by  a  Whitworm  gtm  of  Captaiif  Love's 
batter)-.  Next  on  the  riffht,  and  on  the  hiU  back 
of  Howison's  house,  and  hi  the  following  order, 
were  placed  two  six-ponnder  smooth-bore  guns 
and  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  under  tfie  oom- 
mssid  of  Captain  Maoon,  of  the  Riehmond  Fayette 
artillery.  The  smooth-bore  gtms  fired  only  round 
shot.  Next,  three  pieces,  Pafvotts,  of  Captain  R. 
L.  Cooper's  battery.  This  battory  was  with- 
drawn to  another  position,  and  replaced  by  tJuree 
l^eces,  one  Pmrott  and  two  three-inch  rifles,  of 
Captain  Brandi's  battery.  Next,  two  Parrotu 
of  Captain  Coaker's  battery,  and  one  thirty- 
ponnder  Parrolt,  (Richmond  manufhctory.)  Th'is 
gun  was  commanded  by  Liemenant  Anderson,  of 
Captain  EllsV  battery.  Bo^  of  the  Richmond 
guns  did  good  service,  bat  exploded  daring  the 
engagement  Next  one  three-inch  rifle,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Taylor,  of  Oaptain  Eubank's 
battery.  N«xt,  one  ton-pounder  JParrott,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Blnn%  of  Captain  Bearing's 
battery.  Next,  ^ve  pieces,  under  the  command 
of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  ousting  of  two  ten- 

rounder  Parrotts,  of  Fiist  company  Richmond 
owitsers.  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifled 
guns  of  Captain  Ross's  battory.   Captain,  Mosely *s 
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)attery,  six  piecesi  had  been  placed  in  the  rear  of 
yiarye's  H%  trith  a  Tiew  to  fire  upon  the  anemy, 
n  case  they  fucceeded  in  taking  that  pooition. 
[his  battel^  occimied  a  position  of  danger  and 
esponsibihty,  ana  their  courage  and  nrmneBS, 
mder  fire,  were  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery, 
wo  men  were  wounded*  one  horse  killed,  five 
}ublic  horses  andCaplainMosely's  horse  wounded. 

Besides  these,  there  were  twelve  short-range 
)ieces,  under  command  of  Mijjor  Nelson ;  two 
)ieces  of  Captain  McCarthy's  battery,  and  three 
>ieoes  of  Cantain  Coalter's  battery.  These  guns 
lid  not  fire  ouriag  the  engagement 

In  the  Yankee  accounts  of  the  battle,  it  is 
itated  that  i^KHit  one  filth  of  ti«  killed  and 
Tounded  were  fix)m  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
ecolleeted  that  this  account  takes  in  the  lesses 
)n  their  left,  where  we  used  but  little  artillery, 
t  would  seem  probable  that  their  proportion  of 
osaes  from  tbe  artillery  in  the  battle  in  front  of 
Slarye's  Hill  was  much  greater. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Major,  very  respeetfiilly, 

H.  C.  Cabell, 

Osloaal,  md  Chtef  of  AiUllery,  Mi^or-Geiienl 
McLswB*8  Divttion. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIH  D.  LANQ,   OF  EIGHTH 
FLORIDA  KEOIMEI7T. 

HxAnquAarsBa  Biobth  Florida  RBoiMiorr, ) 
Deocmber  16, 1W2.    ( 

Major  J,  H.  WkU^ter,  Asaistcmi  Ad^futani-Om- 

ei-al  of  P€ny*i  Brigade  ; 

>LuoB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
conformity  with  orders,  I  moved  my  command  on 
ihe  ni^t  of  the  eighth  instant,  above  Fredericks- 
burg, near  the  canal,  and  relieved  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  then  on  duty  as  a  reserve 
force  for  the  support  of  our  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,,  at 
about  five  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  report 
with  my  command  at  once,  at  the  market-house, 
to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Barksdale.  Before  reach- 
ing the  above  aboe,  I  was  intMPoepted  by  General 
Barksdale,  and  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
fonniog  tiaaite  •f  the  oM  fary,  and  inetnicted 
to  confer  with  Lieatenant-Colonel  Fizer,  com- 
manding Seventeealh  MSssissippi  regiment,  as  to 
t]ie  best  manner  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  pre- 
vent the  anemir  ftom  efieoting  a  crossing.  I 
vas  informed  by  General  Barksdale  that  the 
enemy  were  attempting  another  crossing  below 
the  city,  snd,  as  the  pomt  at  that  ford  was  weak, 
i  «as  to  send  three  companies  of  my  command 
to  strengthen  the  same.  I  immediately  placed 
companies  A,  F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Boyd,  with  inatruetiona  in  confovnity  with 
the  above.  I  then  formed  the  remaining  com- 
panies in  line  of  battle,  in  sach  manner  as  would 
best  commaad  the  crossing  and  afibr^  a  cover  for 
my  men.  The  eBemv  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
bank,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his 
pontonicrs  weps  hn^v  engaged  in  constructing 
H  bnOge.  It  was  nndmtood  hereon  Colonel 
Hzei  and  myself — my  command  being  in  posi- 
tion—that he  would  open  fire  and  I  W)uld  con- 


tinue the  same.  At  about  half  palt  five  a.  m.  the 
pontoniers  having  advanced  tbe  bridge  about 
two-thirds  across  the  river,  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi opened  fire,  and  my  command  at  once 
did  the  same,  with  good  effisct,  the  enemy  being 
compelled  to  abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points 
of  securitgF*  The  force  of  the  enemy  supporting 
the  pontoniers  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire 
with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up 
almost  continuously  the  whole  day.  Been  at- 
tempt of  the  pontoniers  to  continue  their  work 
was  met  by  a  well-directed  fire  froai  mv  com- 
mand. Four  ofl^ers  of  my  command  and  about 
twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  and  seven 
killed,  when  I  was  borne  ifom  the  field,  having 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head.  The  oom- 
mand  then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love,  who 
maintained  the  position,  though  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire  of  shell,  shot,  canister,  ana  musketr\', 
until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  in  accora- 
ance  with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  force.  I  regret 
that  the  absence  of  Captain  Boyd,  who  together 
with  the  three  companies  composing  his  com- 
mand are  missmg,  renders  it  impossible,  to  give 
a  report  of  the  service  peiAHrmed  by  him.  It  is 
proper  to  remaik  that  Captain  Boyd  regarded  the 
position  intrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed,  and  ad- 
mitting of  so  little  means  of  eecape,  that  he  ob- 
jected to  occupying  the  same  until  the  order  was 
repeated.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State 
and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
Below  I  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the  easnatties 
of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment : 

Captain  D.  Lang,  commanding  regiment,  seri- 
ously wounded  in  the  head;  Assistant  Surgeon 
D.  Hooper  lost  a  leg. 

Company  B.  —  Privates  T.  M.  Gray  aid  J.  N. 
Marshall,  kOled ;  First  Lieutenant  Hnptor  Bruce, 
wounded  in  neck,  slight ;  Corporal  Charles  Mc- 
Call,  head,  severe;  Corporal  T.  Harper,  hand, 
slight ;  Piivates  J.  P.  Bracewell,  abdomen, serious ; 
George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F.  Cox,  J.  B.  Prevalt, 
slight;  J.  B.  Green,  missing. 

Company  A.  —  Sergeants  J.  N.  Fielding, 
wounded,  slightly;  N.  H.  Allman,  missing. 
Privates  X.  Bootr^ht,  F.  Biiant,  G.  W.  Crawlev, 
L  Driggere,  D.  Howlk,  B.  J.  Redding,  G.  B. 
Ross,  and  A.  Williams,  missing. 

Company  C. — Privates  T.  Swinders  and  £. 
Curl,  wounded,  severe;  H.  Baoghtry,  slight. 
Riespeotfolly, 

D.  Lang, 
Gaptalii,  oonnnimdlng  Begimcnt. 


EEPOBT  OF  OAPTAIK  tf AUBIN. 

Camp  itbab  Dimmah^  rABw , ) 
]>Q«emberl8»1662.     { 
To  OeneroU  Perrp : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  en- 
gagements before  Fredericksburg : 

The  signal  gun  fired  Thursday  morning,  the 
eleventh  mstant,  found  every  man  at  his  post 
I  had  two  sections  of  my  battery  on  the  field,  the 
first  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Prosper  Landry, 
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and  the  otiier  b^  Lieatenaitt  Camitte  Mollere. 
The  four  first  bwtions,  immediately  on  the  left  of 
the'  plank  road,  were  the  positions  ass^ned  and 
occupied. 

As  soon  as  the  fb'g,  whieh  corereA  us  vttt^ 
about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  llad  disappeared,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  me  from  his  enormous  field 
batteries  and  heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  his  shots  railing  around,  some  striking 
the  works,  but  none  doing  any  injury.  This  he 
repeated  at  intervals,  each  succeeding  day,  but 
with  no  baiter  result  ibr  him,  or  none  worse  fbr 
me.  According  to  orders,  I  withheld  my  fire 
untfl  late  in  the  erenifij^,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to^  cross ;  but  t6e  mcreasing  darkness  pre- 
venting me  from  seeing  the  effects  of  my  sbots,  I 
ceased  fering. 

Friday  momfng  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  on  my  left;  but  a  few  well-directed 
shots  from  Moliere's  section  dreve  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  com- 
ing down  in  force  from  the  opposite  hills,  in  order 
to  cross,  file  distance  was  rather  too  great  for 
much  accuracy ;  vet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound 
Pairott  proved  erfeotif«,  bursting  in  the  midst  of 
an  advancing  column,  causing  it  to  stagger,  mak- 
ing some  run,  and  sending  the  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  6f  the  fugitives.  That  this 
shot  effected  more  than  a  mere  panic  was  attested 
a  short  time  after  hy  the  arrival  on  that  spot  of 
four  ambulances,  which  retumtd  with  their  load 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

Saturday  morning,  a  column  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing seen  crossing  the  street  of  which  the  plank 
road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from  the  first 

Eiece  forced  it  to  take  another  line  of  march,  be- 
ind  the  brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy 
columns  debouched  from  the  town,  and  were 
marching  fleross  the  valley,  in  line  of  battle,  to 
attack  our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were 
the  only  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them ;  and  so  efTectually  did  they  do  this  that  the 
enemy  brought  fbrward  immediately,  in  front  of 
the  edge  of  the  town,  eight  pieees,  which  opened 
on  me  so  frirfou^  that  they  succeeded  in  aivert- 
ing  my  fire,  but  not  before  I  bad  fired  more  than 
two  hundred  rounds.  Their  shots  were  so  well 
directed  that  I  eould  only  •ccasionally  give  a  round 
to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportumty  occurred. 
Wbftt  harm  I  did  them,  their  smoke,  as  well  as 
mine,  prevented  me  from  seeing ;  yet  I  saw  one 
shell  burst  fairly  amimg  one  of  lus  detachments. 
A  regiment  now  came  forward  to  support  them, 
which  was  driven  back  by  Lieutenant  MoUere's 
section.  It  was  then  that  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
General  Longstreef  s  staff,  came  and  suggested 
the  propriety  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regi-' 
ments  stanmng  behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not 
only  protected,  but  also  concealed  them  from 
our  men,  on  whom  they  were  evidently  preparing 
to  make  a  charge.  But  my  ten-pound  Parrott 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  without 
takii)g  it  out  of  the  bastion*;  and  to  do  this 
were  to  meet  almost  certiiin  death  from  the  guns 
in  front,  which  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  per- 
fect range.    However,  the  suggestion  was   no 


Moner  made  than  Lieutenant  Landiy  ordered  it 
out,  and,  together  with  Captain  Latrobe,  helped 
the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  in  position.  It  was 
scarcely  out,  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  can- 
noneer Linopier  fell  dead,  pierced  to  Uie  heart  by 
a  piece  of  shell.  The  fate  of  their  comrade 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  with  renewed  determi- 
nation, and,  undaunted  by  the  shots  of  the  guns 
and  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  which  were  flying 
thick  and  fhst  arouna  them,  they  behaved  with 
the  calm  eotnrage  which  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  piece  was  loaded  and  fired  with  such 
precision  that  not  one  shot  w«l  lost,  but  every 
one  telling  with  fifightM  efl^t.  it  was  loaded 
for  the^urtk  time,  and  was  ready  to  fire,  when  it 
was  disabled  by  a  shell,  which  broke  ff  wheel,  and 
at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Corporal 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gunner  cannot  be 
too  highly  prized;  and  cannoneer  Demot  Le- 
blanc,  whose  foot  has  ^ce  been  awpotated,  end 
P.  Perez,  severely  wounded  in  three  different 
places.)  But  the  object  was  accomfilished ;  some 
fled,  soma  were  kifled,  and  the  remainder  dared 
not  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  wheel 
was  replaced  and  the  piece  reueved.  Of  the  first 
piece,  cannoneers  Adolphe  Grilhe  and  F.  Babia 
were  wounded,  the  former  severely  ax)d  the  lat- 
ter slightly.  Three  horses  were  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Noting  worth  mentioning  wes  done  on  Sun- 
day. At  night  fwas  relieved  by  Captain  Jordan, 
after  having  been  in  position  since  Sunday  night, 
the  first  instant  My  third  section,  of  six-pounder 
ffuns,  was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the 
fourteenth  instant,  it  was  ordered  in  front,  where 
it  is  at  present,  occupying  works  on  the  left. 

Before  closing  this  rroort,  I  can  but  render 
praise  to  Lieutenants  Lantfry  and  Mollere,  for  their 
gallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers  and  drivers. 
Casualties :  one  killed  and  five  wounded ;  three 
horses  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servartl, 

V.  MAmiN, 
dptMln,  MWunttfing  DoBsMBDMTille  Artillery. 

SBPORT  OF  GAFVAIW  B.  VAIXMKBKO. 

HJUOQUABTEBS  McLAWS'S  DIVISION,  ) 

December  29, 18QS.     { 
Major  J,  3f.  Ooggin,  A,  A.  Q. : 

Major:  I  herewiUi  transmft  to  yoti  a  report 
of  the  ordnance  stores  captured  by  dois  command 
m  the  recent  battles  around  Fredericksburg : 

One  thousand  five  hundred  small  arms;  two 
hundred  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammani- 
tion;  four  hundred  sets  of  accoutrements;  three 
hundred  knapsacks ;  one  hundred  and  fortj-five 
cartridge  boxes,  extm ;  B^\x  hundred  aflll  mnety- 
five  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  sphencal 
case;  one  hundred  and  twenty  twelve-pounder 
shot ;  two  hnndred  and  fbrty  rounds  of  Parrott 
^ells,  difierent  calibres ;  ttfo  hundred  three-indi 
shell,  of  tarious  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  f#  flie  shells,  which 
were  collected  in  the  streets  and  houses,  are  some- 
what damaged,  but  capable  of  being  again  rendered 
serviceable.    The  arms  and  accoutrements  are. 
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for  the  moot  part,  in  good  eonditfon,  and  ik» 
small  ann  anraitiiiition  uninjured. 
I  am,  air,  respeotlblly, 

Your  obedient  aerrtnt, 

E.  Taliaferro, 
OHitrfai  — i  Ofdaance  (MBcer  of  DJfirion. 

Bxroar  or  captaih  lewis. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Lewis's  Battkrt,) 
DwMBber  18, 1802.    f 

Brigadier'  (hnerdl  WUeoat,  eommauMtig  Brigmde : 

OEiiERAL:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  pwt  taken  by  my  battery  in  tb^ 
battle  fought  before  FrwleridDiburg : 

I  was  placed  in  position  on  the  mI  imoMdiately 
opposite  tlte  lord  between  Falmouth  and  Freder- 
iduburg,  <m  the  night  of  the  twenty-thir^  of 
Norember,  and  oommenced  throwing  up  earlii- 
works  to  protect  the  gyns  and  eannoneers,  which 
were  con^leted  before  the  enemy  attempted  to 
cross  the  riyear. 

On  Thursday  moising,  the  elerenth  of  Decem- 
ber, after  the  signal  guns  were  fired,  we  were 
at  our  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  Aere  remained, 
▼ithout  firmg  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  saw  a  cohinm  of  infantry  (about  two 
r^:iment8)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon 
bfidge,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence 
firing.  We  fired  rapidly  for  a  short  time,  drinng 
the  second  regiment  baoL  behind  Lacy's  house. 

A  little  later  in  the  day,  we  fired  at  some 
esTahy  and  artillery,  which  soon  withdrew  from 
i^bt  I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but  m^ 
orders  were  very  strict  about  wasting  ammum- 
tion,  and  only  fired  when  certain  of  doing  them 
damage.    We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 

On  Friday,  the  twelfMl  instant,  we  engaged  at 
Ttrioos  times  in  ffaring  at  batteries  eroding  the 
liver.  About  three  o'dook  P.M.,  a  column  of 
infiuitTT  (about  a  brigade)  eame  in  sight.  I 
opened  on  them  iimnediately,  throwmg  shell  in 
toe  head  of  Iheir  column,  scattering  them  and 
doing  them  much  damage,  cauring  them  to 
dttinge  their  eourse,  and  move  back  around 
Laej^s  house.  When  we  ceased  firing,  their  am- 
bolneea  eneie  «fler  the  wounded.  I  could,  with 
a  ghiss,  see  amny  dead  lyine  on  the  field  after 
the  aosbnlaiiees  tabd  carried  off  the  wounded. 
Later  in  the  day  I  fired  at  som^  cavotfy  crossing 
the  river  at  the  Ibrd.  Ag«in  their  ambulances 
vere  ealled  into  use. 

On  ^turday  I  flf«d  on  inlbntry,  cavalry,  and 
trtffiery,  whenever  tbey  came  wftfain  easy  range, 
vkk  wimt  9tktt  I  eoold  not  t^. 

Oh  Sundtay  I  only  fired  a  f^  shots  at  eavalry. 
Up  to  Sunday  nigm  we  fired  about  four  hundred 
i9aada,«l  wneii  time  I  wa»  relieved  hya  battery 
of  smooth-bore  funa,  nd  moved  ba«k  to  tlie 
position  formeriv  oce^iiwl  by  Captain  Woolfolk's 
battery,  aince  wsioh  time  we  nave  remained  quiet. 

I  am  hfof  to  stUte  that,  dthough  subjected 
to  an  enffiading  fire  of  more  than  twenty  guns, 
(«i  S0B9  «f  tlMi  tkm  haawist,)  our  works, 
thoiqh  fimnntly  itrwk,  ware  vo  atoong  thftt 
none  paaaed  through,  tnt  aeveral  passad  over  the 
top  and  through  the  embrasure  into  the  pits.    I 


loitnone  kUledi  and  only  two  wounded — Privates  ^ 
Hughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  fram 
oonoussioii.  One  horse  was  slightly  weunied. 
I  think  we  oould  have  done  them  nauoh  more 
damage  but  Ibr  defeotiveneaa  of  ammunitiofi, 
causine  us  to  lay  ande'our  foimer  ezperienee  of 
artiUensta. 
I  have,  Genaral,  the  honor  le  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Lewis, 
Captain,  oomaumdi^f  Leiria'a  Lifht  ArtUlerj. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GOV  AN. 

BcAMiTAiinnts  Company  B, ) 

CM  MIS 


mPANY  By) 
iSOIMKNT,  > 
r  81,  1802.     > 


Bbvskteentu  Mississippi  Kboimknt, 
Decemlwr 

CoUmd  Fiter,  SeoenUenih  Mississippi  Regiment : 
Sir  :  The  Florida  companies  that  reported  to 
me  on  the  eleventh  instant  were  ordered  into 
position  on  my  right '  The  entire  command,  in 
my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They 
were  ordered  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  the 
command.  The  officer  in  command  of  said  com- 
panies failed  repeatedly  to  obey  my  commands, 
when  ordered  to  fire  on  the  bricte-builders ;  and 
se  silent  was  his  command  that  I  hardly  knew  he 
was  in  position.  His  excuse  for  not  firing  was, 
that  hia  position  was  too  much  exposed,  and 
firing  would  draw  the  fire  of  artillery.  1  was  in- 
formed that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his  com- 
mand by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down 
the  lipe  to  fall  back,  which  waa  promptly  obeyed. 
I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  captured  it  was 
from  inefficiency,  and  from  fear  of  being  killed  in 
the  retreat.  The  position  was  held  until  sunset. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  K.  OOVAN, 

Captain  Companj  B. 

"^    RXPOBT  OF  OOLONaL  FIZBR. 

HXADQUARTKKS  SKVF.NTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  ) 

Kboimkmt,  meab  Fredbricksbuko,  > 
Deoemker  81, 18b2.     ) 

LietUmasU  John  A.  BarhBdaU,  A*A»A»  Qtmeral 

Third  Brigade: 

LiKUTBNANT :  It  beoowng  my  cbty  to  report 
to  you  the  action  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
oommandad  by  Oaptaia  Lang,  during  the  engage- 
ment at  Fredericksburg,  December  akveatb,  1862, 
I  aubmit  the  following : 

About  five  o'dook  A.  X.  of  tfaa  sonung  of  the 
ekveath,  General  Barkadale  oame  to  me,  at  the 
ferry  near  Commerae  Straet,  aoeompanied  by 
a  portion  of  the  Eighth  Fioiida  regiment,  num- 
boring  about  one  hunctol  aad  fifty  men,  I  sup* 
pose.  He  said  to  ae,  **  Assist  Captain  Lang, 
oommandiag,  in  puttwg  his  battalton  m  position," 
which  I  i^rooaedod  to  £>  iauaediately,  suggesting 
to  Captain  L.  to  j»laoe  his  battalion  on  my  left, 
which  could  ba  m  poiat-bkak  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  bri^  then  haiflg  rapsily  oon- 
atmoted  bj  them — my  regiment  bearing  on  the 
tent  and  from  a  point  below.  Sueh  diapodtion 
beingmade,  «e  easily  awept  the  emtmy  from  their 
bridgOi  from  wkov9f  Mow,  and  in  front  The 
battalion  did  tfood  aervioa  and  acted  gallantly 
while  commanded  by  Captain  L.    He  obeyed  my 
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suggestions  with  alaority,  and  proved  himsetf  a 
wprthy,  gallant,  and  efficient  •fficeiv  but  fell, 
sefvaeW  wounded,  about  eleven  o'cloak  A.  M., 
aft^  which  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the 
regiment,  as  it  seemed  troubled  and  in  want  of  a 
commander.  I  am  oompeUed  to  state  that  a 
certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  reooUect)  so 
far  forgot  himself  as  to  draw  his  pistol  and 
threaten  to  kill  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if  they 
fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  fire  on 
the  position.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  sent  to  reenforce  Captain  Oovan, 
I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 
Very  respecaully, 

John  C.  Fizeb. 

Lientemiit-ColODel,  oommandine  Seventeenth 
MIstlMlppl  HeginMMt. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZEB. 
Hbadquartbrs  Sbventbehth  Missirstppi  ) 

liCOUIJ£NT«  MBAB  FBBDBRIOKSBURO,  Va.,  > 

December  10, 18tt2.     > 
To  John  R.  B^rksdale,  A.  A.  Q.  : 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
the  passage  of  the  Bappahannock,  opposite  the 
city  of  Fredericksbui^,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  lS62: 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  dut^  on 
the  ninth  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  dispose  ot  my 
regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  from  the  ferry 
to  a  point  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  below. 
I  promptly  made  such  disposition  as  I  thought 
would  check  the  enemy,  if  ne  attempted  to  force 
a  passage  at  or  between  either  point  indicated. 
The  line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the 
right  commanded  by  Captain  A.  O.  Oovan,and  the 
letl  by  Captain  A.  J.  Pul^iam.  The  reserve  I 
stationed  al  or  near  the  market-house.  About 
eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  tenth  instant,  you 
ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  fcnr  sending  to  the  right  wing 
companies  I  and  K,  and  to  the  left  companies  H 
and  C;  and,  about  four  o'cloek  A.  M.  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with 
my  reserve,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  £,  O,  and 
part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  upper  ford,  as 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons, 
preparatory  to  crossmg.  I  reached  the  point 
as  soon  as  poasihie,  and^  on  getting  there,  found 
the  enemy  ousily  working  on  the  bridge,  having 
extended  it  about  tborty  feet  on  the  water.  On 
reaching  this  point,  I  relieved  Captain  Pulliam, 
and  assumed  command  in  person.  You  having 
left  it  discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin  tht 
attack,  I  immediately  made  such  disposition  of 
the  seven  companies  as  1  thought  would  be  most 
effective.  Knowiag  there  were  many  fiusulies 
occupyitu;  the  houses  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  notify  all  the  women  and 
children  of  their  dan§er,  and  give  them  time  to 
get  from  under  range  of  the  •aemy's  guns.  This 
being  accomplished  about  five  ▲.  M.,  I  ordered  my 
men  to  fire  on  the  bridge-bnilibrs,  which  thej 
obeyed  promptly  and  deMberatriy,  and  I  think 


wUh  stunning  efieot,  the  command  being  echoed 
by  Captain  Oovan  on  the  right,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  with  ec^ual  effeet,  causing  the  enemy  to 
throw  down  their  implements  and  quit  their  work 
in  great  confusion.  After  which  they  immediate- 
ly opened  a  heavy,  gaUiag,  and  concentrated  fire 
of  musketry  and  artiller}-  upon  both  wings  for 
an  hour,  and,  supposing  they  had  driven  us  from 
our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  on  the 
bridges.  But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  them  at 
work  we  renewed  the  attack,  and  drove  them  pell- 
mell  from  the  bridges.  They  made  nine  desper- 
ate attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  but  were 
severely  punished  and  promptly  repulsed  at  every 
attempt.  They  used  their  artillery  incessantly, 
with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  for 
twelve  hours,  we  holding  our  position  firmly  the 
wh(ke  time,  until  about  half  past  four  P.  M.,  when 
they  increased  their  artillery  and  infantry,  and  their 
batteries  becoming  so  numerous  and  concentrated, 
we  could  not  use  our  rifles.  Being  deprived  of 
all  protection,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Caroline  Street,  and,  from  there,  were  ordered 
from  town.  Maving  to  abandon  m]^  position,  (on 
the  left,)  believing  &ptain  Go  van  still  holding  the 
lower  bridge,  and  knovring  the  enemy  to  have 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to 
notify  him  to  fiedl  back,  fearing  he  would  be  taken. 
He  rendered  me  ver\'  valuid>le  assistance,  and 
held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gallantry 
and  unusual  firmness,  supported  by  a  part  of  the 
gallant  EighteenUi  Mississippi  s^men^  composed 
of  Companies  A,  I,  and  K.  Lieutenant  Raddifi' 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  able  assistance  to 
Captain  Oovan.  I  call  your  attention  especially 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Ourster, 
commanding  Company  F.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
Lieutenant  0.  £.  Thurmond,  Company  B,  acting 
adjutant,  for  his  ]uromptness,  coolness,  and  effi- 
ciency, in  face  of  danger.  Lieutenant  Sweeney,  of 
Company  D,  deserves  much  credit  for  promytness 
and  efficiency.  Captain  G.  R.  Cherry,  wiih  his 
gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and  shell  like 
veterans,  as  did  the  commands  of  Captains  Pul- 
liam and  Middleton  and  Lieutenants  Palton  and 
Lindly.  I  cannot  dose  without  aoeording  to 
Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  Company  0,  the  high- 
est praise  for  his  services  as  courier,  bearing  de- 
spatches when  shot  and  shell  fell  thickest  and 
fastest.  Much  credit  is  also  dfte  to  Private  C.  H. 
Johnson,  Company  F,  for  his  valuable  services 
as  courier.  First  Lieutenant  Jonas  B.  Clayton, 
Company  O,  quit  his  post,  severely  wounded, 
about  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  after  having  done  valu- 
able service  with  his  gallant  com|>any.  Colonel 
Carter,  of  the  Thirteenth  Missisuppi  regiment, 
furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  aharpahooters, 
which  rendered  valuable  serviee. 

Very  zespeotfuUy, 

John  C.  Fizeb, 

Ueutensat-ColoneltOpmnuuiding  Seventocafli 
Regiment  MlSsiSBippl  Volimtecrs. 

P.  8.  The  eaaoaltieein  ik»  vegiment  dnnig 
tiw  engagemoiit  were  mm  huadred  and  aizteen 
killed,  woomkd,  and  aianig. 
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BBPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  RICE. 

hsadquartsbs  third  battalion  ) 

South  Carolina  Infantry,  > 

December  22, 1862.    > 

^  Captain:  On  Saturday  morning,  thirteenth 
instant,  the  Third  battalion,  Kershaw's  brigade, 
McLaws's  division.  South  Carolina  infantry,  was 
ordered  br  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  change 
position,  from  tnat  first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mill 
on  the  crest  south  of  Fredericksburg,  there  to 
guard  a  gap  in  the  railroad  embankment,  and 
prerent  its  passage  by  the  enemy.  The  order  was 
immediately  executed ;  but  the  enemy  failing  to 
mdke  his  appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  bat- 
talion was  not  actively  engaged  in  tne  battle  of 
the  thirteenth  instant  Inis  position  was  held 
by  the  battaUon  until  the  night  of  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  it  was  ordered  on  picket  guard. 
On  Saturday  morning,  while  marching  to  the 
mDl,  Private  A.  W.  Anderson,  Company  A,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth  instant, 
Private  Wesley  Br>ant,  Company  E,  was  killed 
by  a  fragment  of  shelL 

The  above  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Third  battalion  South  Carolina  infantry,  during 
the  battle  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  RiCE^ 
Lientcxumt-Colonpl  Third  Battalion  Soath 
Caroliiui  Infantry. 

KPOBT  or  LIEUTENANT-COLONKL  BLAND. 

Headquarters  Seventh  South  Carolina  Beoi-  > 

MENT,  Gamp  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  > 

Deoember  10, 1862.     ) 

CapUdn  R,  C.  Holmes^  A.  A.  G.: 

oiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon 
bearing  the  signal  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the 
plerenth  instant,  I  formed  my  regiment,  about 
four  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the  position  as- 
•^ned  me  in  line,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the 
Tdegraph  road  and  left  of  Captain  i^ad's  bat- 
tery. I  deployed  forward  the  flank  companies, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of 
t  field  upon  the  edge  of  the  open  plain.  This 
position  we  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of 
eity  and  crossing  the  river  by  the  enemy.  At 
•even  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  twelfth,  I  received  or- 
ders to  oceapj,  with  the  regiment,  the  ground 
Mi  by  our  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle- 
pits  during  the  night,  advancing  mjr  skirmishers 
10  the  open  field  in  front  Tne  rifle-pits  were 
finisfaed  and  occupied  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
tke  thirte^th,  (Saturday.)  About  ten  o'clock 
Ai  X.  the  enemy  advanced  and  attacked  the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Cobb's  brigade,  of  which 
CQgtgement  we  were  quiet  spectators,  until  one 
^Mk  p.  M.,  when  I  received  orders,  with  the 
other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  to  reenforce  Oen- 
tnX  Cobb.  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of 
tfae  Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  down  the 
Telegraph  road  for  one  hundred  and  My  yards, 
A«n  fitod  to  the  left,  across  Hazel  Run,  up  the 
fabirin  rear  of  Colonel  Walton's  battery,  to  the 
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faHl  in  rear  of  the  Marye  house,  where  I  met  Lieu-t 
tenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  stafi*,  who  or) 
dered  me  to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Nance's  Third  South  Carolina,  which  was  on  the 
left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye  house. 
Immediately  after  I  formed  line,  with  the  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  filed  in  my  rear.  At  this  time  I 
lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded  by 
fragments  of  sheU ;  among  them  Captains  Roper 
and  Hudgens  and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.  In 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifteenth 
North  Caroliiia  regiment  to  reenforce  hitn.  I  at 
once  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  his  position, 
which  was  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  Marye 
house,  my  three  left  companies  being  in  front  of 
the  house.  The  position  was  a  good  one,  with 
the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  front,  at  which 
point  it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy. 
About  seventy  yards  below,  and  in  front  of  us, 
was  the  Telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  wall  or 
fence  on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested 
three  regiments  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  the 
Second  and  Eighth  South  Carolina  regiments, 
the  two  latter  having  lust  reenforced  them.  The 
knoll  in  my  front  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range  of 
our  enemies.  We  would  load  and  advance  to 
fire,  and  then  fall  back  to  reload.  My  right  flank 
was  exposed,  by  a  slight  depression  in  the  hill,  to 
an  oblique  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  taken 
advanta^  of.  Hence  the  ^eater  loss  in  the 
right  wing.  We  continued  in  the  engagement 
until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemv  repulsed.  My  officers  and  men  be- 
haved as  became  South  Carolinians  and  soldiers 
of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  received  valuable  as- 
sistance from  Major  J.  S.  Hard  and  Adjutant 
CarwiU,  of  this  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Doby, 
of  General  Kershaw's  stafl",  whose  gallant  conduct 
cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I 
relieved,  by  order,  Fhillips's  lesion,  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  which  was  behina  the  stone  fence 
before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  We  held 
this  position,  with  ttie  wings  doubled,  occasionai- 
Iv  exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy,  until  Tues- 
day morning,  tenth  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved 
by  one  of  General  Barksdale's  regiments,  at  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and  marched  back  to  camp,  having 
been  absent  six  days  and  ^ve  nights.  Drs. 
Shine  and  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and 
energy  in  oaring  for  the  wounded.  My  loss  was 
four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£lbert  Bland, 

Llentenant-Colonel,  commandins'  Seventh 
South  Coroliaa  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  MAJOR  MOODY. 

B.  G,  Humphreyg,  Colonel  commanding  Twenty^ 
First  Regiment  Mississijfpi  Vols. : 
SiB:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  Deoember,  I  took  com- 
mand of  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourth  regiment. 
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com|>osed  of  the  following  companies :  Company 
A,  Lieutenant  Walcott ;  Compiuiy  C,  Lieutenant 
Longsfield ;  Company  H,  Lieutenant  Brien ;  Com- 
pany F,  Captain  Fitzgerald ;  Company  O,  Cap- 
tain Dudley ;  and  moved  to  the  support  of  Cap- 
tain Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
at  the  bridge,  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  town. 
Immediately  upon  arriving  I  ordered  company  G 
to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  the  men 
he  could  use  to  advantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about 
one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Govan's 

Sosition,  unprotected,  from  A.  M.  to  P.  M.  The 
ense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from 
the  enemy,  then  cleared,  and  they  concentrated 
their  fire  upon  this  wing.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  command  to  retire  about  three  hundred 
yards,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About 
four  p.  M.  Captain  Govan  sent  to  me  for  assist- 
ance. I  ordered  forward  Companies  C  and  F, 
which  order  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  Li 
the  mean  time,  Captain  Govan  received  orders 
from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took 
position  on  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear,  leaving  two  companies  at  the  deep  cut  on 
the  road,  and  the  other  three  I  stationed  near  the 
Telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  by  you, 
about  ten  P.  M.,  to  return  to  camp.  You,  sir, 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing. 
From  six  A.  M.  to  one  P.  M.  they  were  exposed  to 
the  hottest  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  and  I  saw  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan 
and  the  brave  men  of  his  command  are  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not 
succeeded  in  lajring  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and 
men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his  command  can- 
not be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  right  wing :  Com- 
pany A,  one  killed,  two  wounded ;  Oompanv  C, 
four  wounded;  Company  H,  six  killed,  three 
wounded;  Company  F,  four  wounded;  Company 
G,  two  killed,  five  wounded.  Total,  nine  killed, 
eighteen  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  Moody, 

l^or  Twenty-First  Begiment  Mississippi  Yol^uuteers. 

REPORT   OF  CAPTAIN   NANCB,   COMMANDING 
REGIMENT. 

Headquartbrs  Third  South  Carolina  > 
Rkoiment,  December  20, 1802.     ) 

Captain  C,  R.  HotmeSf  A.  A.  G, : 

Sir  :  As  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  regiment,  the  duty  devolves  upon 
me  to  detail  the  operations  of  the  same  in  the 
recent  engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
The  regiment  was  aroused  about  five  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  Thmwiay,  the  eleventh  instant,  by  the  firing 
of  the  siffnal  guns ;  and  soon  afterwards  a  courier 
firom  Bngadier-General  Kershaw  notified  the 
Colonel  commanding  that  the  eneiny  were  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  Eappahannock  Aiver,  oppo- 


site Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  occupy 
its  place  in  the  line  of  battle,  previdUsly  desig- 
nated. Accordingly,  the  regiment  was  put  in 
motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  was  put  in 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  and  on  the  left  of  Captain  Reid's  battery, 
with  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  on  oar 
right,  and  the  Second  South  Carolina  volunteer 
regiment,  commanded  bv  Lieutenant  John  D. 
Kennedy,  on  our  left  Two  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, (Captain  Hance's  company,  A,  of  rifles,) 
and  Captain  Nance's  company,  £,  rifles,  were  de- 
ployed so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regiment, 
and  placed  in  the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  oc- 
cupied by  the  regiments.  The  orders  given  these 
company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  posi- 
tions as  long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  to 
Ml  back  upon  the  regiments. 

Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by 
the  enemy  upon  our  immediate  lines.  On  Friday 
night,  the  Ime  of  battle  was  changed  from  the 
top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupy- 
ing the  position  previously  held  by  the  two 
companies  of  skirmishers.  This  position  was 
strengthened,  during  the  night,  by  digging  pits 
and  throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  right  and  left  of 
our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  About  ten  min- 
utes 'before  one  o'clock  P.  M.  Colonel  Nance  re- 
ceived an  order  fi-om  Brigadier-General  Kershaw 
to  extend  his  lines  so  as  to  occupy  the  works  of 
the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  left. 
This  order  was  subsequentiy  revoked,  upon  the 
information  that  Colonel  Kennedy  had  left  a 
company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
two  o'clock  P.  M.  a  verbal  order  was  extended  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  ordering  Colonel 
Nance  to  move  his  command,  by  the  way  he 
would  designate,  to  the  support  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral T.  R.  R.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment 
was  accordingly  moved  down  the  earthworks  into 
the  Telegraph  road,  then  down  the  Telegraph 

road  near  tne  mill  on Creek,  and  then  up 

the  ncwlv-made  road  to  the  top  of  the  hill  just  in 
rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  firom  that  point  across 
the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marve's  house,  where 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ordered^  through  Ma- 
jor Gaillard,  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, that  the  regiment  should  form  in  line  of 
battle  and  advance  on  a  line  with  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment  An  order  was  received 
through  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  to 
the  effect  that  our  right  should  rest  upon  Marye's 
house.  Soon  after,  Lieutenant  A.  £.  Doby,  aid- 
de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  be 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marve's  house,  and, 
although  only  six  companies  on  the  line.  Colonel 
Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  forward.  As 
the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  line  with 
the  front  of  Marye's  house,  it  was  exposed  to  a 
most  murderous  fire  from  the  enemy,  plainly 
visible  firom  that  point.  The  line  was  ordered  to 
move  across  the  chain  fence.  The  remaining 
four  companies  had  prenousiy  joined  the  advaa* 
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dug  line,  and  the  ranks  made  complete.  When 
the  line  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  order  to 
fire  was  given,  and  the  effects  must  have  been 
terrible,  as  the  shots  were  delivered  coolly  and 
with  an  evident  intention  to  kill.  About  this 
time.  Colonel  James  D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in 
the  Uiigh.  Not  long  afterwards,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel William  D.  Rutherford  fell,  shot  through  the 
right  side,  and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Kobert 
C.  Maffet  was  disabled  by  a  ball  through  his  arm. 
Here,  too.  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who  was 
acting  as  a  field  oflicer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in 
an  artery  of  the  right  arm.  Colonel  James  D. 
Nance,  while  lyingdown  wounded,  suggested  to 
Captain  William  W.  Hance,  then  commanding, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  move  the  regiment  bock 
a  few  paces  into  a  road,  parallel  to  the  line  of 
battle,  leading  from  the  Marye  house  to  a  street 
on  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle. 
Whilst  occupying  this  position,  a  vigorous  and 
well-directed  fire  was  kept  up  on  tne  various 
lines,  whenever  they  attempted  to  advance  or 
exposed  themselves.  Sharpshooters,  posted  about 
the  Marye  house,  dealt  constant  and  well-directed 
fire  upon  the  enemy.  Captains  William  W.  Hance 
and  John  C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command 
of  the  regiment,  the  former  having  his  leg  bad- 
Iv  shattered,  the  latter  killed  bv  a  grape-shot 
through  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved 
upon  myself,  being  the  senior  ofiicer  present. 
About  SIX  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby, 
aid-de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regi- 
ment about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  our  position 
at  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a  stone  fence, 
connecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phil- 
Hps's  legion.  Soon  afterwards  an  order  came, 
through  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering 
the  line  of  the  regiment.  Accordingly,  First 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Wright,  commanding  Company 
£,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the 
regiment,  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemv's 
sharpshooters,  posted  in  the  houses.  Unaer 
these  circumstances,  and  the  further  fact  that 
night  was  upon  us,  the  line  of  skirmishers  were 
drawn  back  some  considerable  distance.  About 
seven  o'clock,  Brigadier-General  Kemper,  with 
two  hundred  and  ninety  men  from  his  command, 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Ransom,  relieved 
this  command  of  its  position  in  the  immediate 
front,  and  by  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ker- 
shaw, convened  through  Adjutant  O.  J.  Pope,  the 
regiment  was  moved  back  over  the  hill  occupied 

by  our  batteries,  near  the  mill  on  the Creek, 

where  the  Third  South  Carolina  battalion,  com- 
maiuled  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rice,  was  posted, 
and  there  remained  until  the  night  of  the  fiheenth 
instant,  when,  under  orders  received  from  Brig- 
adier-Oeneral  Kershaw,  the  regiment  was  marched 
back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  cannot  refirain  from  complimenting  the  com- 
mand at  the  dauntless  spirit  and  bravery  dis- 
played throughout  by  the  officers  and  men.  All 
seemed  to  r^dize  the  call  made  upon- them,  and 
none  fiiiled  to  respond. 


The  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sus- 
tain was  certainly  not  surpassed  by  tnat  at  Sav- 
age Station,  Maryland  Heights,  and  Sharpsburg. 
The  command  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  as  the  accompianying  list  will  show. 
There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  wounded ;  total  loss,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven. 

Strength  —  Thirty-six  commissioned  officers, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  enlisted  men ;  total, 
four  hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  K.  Nance, 

Captain,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Beg^imcnt. 

REPORT  OP  LIBCTENANT-COLONEL  LUSE. 

Camp  Babksdalb's  Brioade,  near  Fredericks-  ) 
BDRO,  Ya.,  December  19, 1862.     S 

Oeneral  Barksdale  : 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
action  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in 
the  late  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

The  night  of  the  tenth  instant  the  regiment 
picketed  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile  above, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run  J  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post 
being  encamped  at  Mrs.  FerneyhougVs  house,  on 
the  river  road.  About  midnight  I  received  or- 
ders from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
immediately  done.  Between  this  time  and  day- 
light I  received  information  from  my  pickets  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post, 
above  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  You,  being 
present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captain  Govan,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  above,  and  to 
take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  point  at  which  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  were  constructing  the  bridge,  opposite  my 
line.  This  was  dope  at  once.  I  went  myself  to 
examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard 
them  throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour 
before  day.  Judging  them  to  be  within  easy 
range  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the 
ban&s  with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pick- 
ets. Their  boats  were  thrown  in  with  great 
rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  when  I 
discovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down 
the  river  several  hundred  yards,  making  the  place 
of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range  from  Deep 
Run.  I  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire 
on  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  the  pickets  in 
their  front,  and  moved  up  with  the  rest  of  the 
regiment,  getting  in  position  and  removing  a  pal- 
ing fence  just  as  the  fire  was  opened  in  front 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  bridge,  and 
their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
broke  ranks,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  pickets  were  posted  ne^r 
enough  to  watch  the  further  movement  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  companies  concealed  very  near 
the  crossing  to  resist  any  further  work  on  the 
bridge  or  attempt  to  cross  it,  one  company  re- 
maining on  the  upper  side  of  Deep  Run  by  your 
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order.  The  remaining  four  companies  of  the 
regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in  front  of  the 
crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses 
Deep  Run,  to  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy.  The  companies,  Uius  sta- 
tioned, remained  in  the  position  ahove  described 
until  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to 
reenforce  me,  one  forming  on  my  right,  the  other 
on  my  left.  The  ground  which  three  of  my  com- 
panies occupied  being  embraced  in  the  positions 
of  the  above-mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them 
in,  and  remained  in  position  to  resist  the  crossing 
or  advance  of  the  enemy  until  half  past  three  P.  M., 
when  Colonel  De  Saussure,  commanding  the  re- 
enforcements  sent  me,  communicated  to  me  an 
order  from  General  Kershaw  to  fall  back  to  the 
river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
to  our  rear,  leaving  one  company,  (C,)  Captain 
Casseirs,  in  the  ravine,  with  instructions  to  fire  on 
the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between 
sundown  and  daxk,  and,  advancing  his  skirmish- 
ers, encountered  Captain  Cassell's  company,  who 
fired  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their 
instructions. 

It  is  but  iust  to  state  that  all  the  above 
movements,  after  daylight,  were  performed  under 
a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  guns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  that  all  the  dangerous  duties  assigned  them 
were  performed,  by  officers  and  men,  with  the 
steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  onedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LusE, 
Lieuteiumt- Colonel,  oommandlngr  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  STACK  HOUSE,  COMMAND. 
IN6  REGIMENT. 

Regimental  Quarters,  Eighth  South  Carolina  ) 
Regiment,  December  10, 1862.     | 

Brigadier- General  Kershaw: 

General:  In  obedience  to  orders  contained 
in  circular  of  this  date,  requiring  the  commanders 
of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries,  to  make 
reports  of  the  engagements  of  their  commands  in 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  December  in- 
stant, on  hearing  the  signal  guns,  I  formed  my 
regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  formed 
my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  po- 
sition on  the  Telegraph  road,  at  the  point  where 
the  open  sands  connect  with  the  woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till 
one  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  thirteenth,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  command, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (Second) 
regiment,  by  a  tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the 
open  sand  on  Marye's  HilL  As  soon  as  we 
reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  hb 
right.  The  two  commands  were  then,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Kennedy,  moved  rapidly  to  the  front 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front,  (my 


right  resting  on  a  line  with  the  cemetery,)  we 
came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  firing  to 
the  front.  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  Gen- 
eral Cobb's  brigade  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  position,  1  halted  my  command,  and  went 
myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  in 
front  of  Marj-e's  Hill.  Finding  General  Cobb's 
brigade  in  position  in  the  road,  I  caused  my  com- 
mand to  cease  firing,  (they  had,  without  orders, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancmg  Yankee  lines,)  and 
moved  it  rapidly  to  the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the 
Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment,  then  in  position 
behina  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  chan^, 
we  kept  this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  six- 
teenth. By  your  order  I  was  permitted  to  form 
my  command  in  four  ranks  on  Colonel  De  Saus- 
sure's  (Fifteenth)  regiment,  my  right  resting  on 
the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  till  the  even- 
ing of  the  fourteenth,  when  that  regiment  waa 
relieved  by  the  Tenth  (Georgia  regiment  of  General 
Semmes's  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth,  the  enemy 
attempted  several  times  to  advance  on  our  posi- 
tion, but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them 
from  view  from  our  position.  Notwithstanding 
the  long  range,  I  believe  we  did  the  enemy  much 
injur}'  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  fourteenth,  we  confined  our  fire  to  sdeet 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  I  have  little  of 
interest  to  record  in  connection  with  my  com- 
mand. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  my 
command.  For  casualties,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  report  made  yesterday.  Of  the  thirty-one 
killed  ana  disabled,  we  lost  twenty-eight  in  reach- 
ing our  position. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  Stackhouse, 

Captain,  oommandiog  Eighth  Soath  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DE  SAUSSDRE. 

Headquarters  Pipteenth  Rbotment  > 

South  Carolina  Volunteers,  > 

December  20, 18G2.     ) 

Captain  C.  B,  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oen^ 

eral: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  eleventh  instant,  the 
Fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers 
moved  down  the  Bowling  Green  road  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  picket  at  the  Femevhough  farm,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi,  and  was  formed  on  the  right,  upon 
the  edge  of  Deep  Run,  in  front  of  the  road,  with 
the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse.  The  command  re- 
mained in  that  position,  with  three  companies 
thrown  forward  towards  the  river  as  skirmishers, 
until  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling  Green  road 
by  General  Kershaw,  late  in  the  day.  The 
regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  until  five 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Friday  morning,  when,  by  order  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


149 


Major-Oentral  McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper 
position  in  line. 

On  Saturday  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  regi- 
ment marched  off  by  the  left  flank,  with  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb's 
brigade,  under  Marye's  Hill.  Passing  to  the 
rear  of  the  batteries,  the  regiment  halted,  and 
lay  down  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  the  Marye 
house,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  As- 
sistant Adjutant-General  Holmes,  it  was  marched 
across  the  hiU,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  rear  of 
the  cemetery,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton's 
batteries.  Later  in  tne  evening  the  regiment 
was  marched  down  to  the  stone  wall,  on  the  road 
below  Mar}'e's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the  Second 
Carolina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the 
evacuation  of  the  citv  ht  Fredericksburg  by  the 
enemy,  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  instant 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
regiment  throughout  the  entire  five  days,  from 
the  eleventh  to  the  sixteenth  December,  was  such 
as  to  meet  with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  to  tne  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-General  the  services  of  the  staff  officers 
actuallv  engaged :  Adjutant  James  M.  Davis,  for 
the  gallant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders 
extended  by  him  ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant- 
Sargeon  Wallace  ;  also  the  Rev.  H.  B.  McCallum, 
chaplain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skilful  and 
aasiduous  attention  to  the  wounded ;  and  Ord- 
nance Sergeant  R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt 
attention  to  tlie  duties  of  his  department. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  twenty- 
seven  commissioned  officers  and  three  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men;  and  had  two 
commissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barron  and 
Derrick)  wounded,  one  sergeant  and  one  private 
killed,  and  fifty-two  enlistai  men  wounded,  of 
vhich  a  tabular  statement  has  been  heretofore 
famished. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  De  Saussure, 

Cokmel  fifteenth  Regfiment  South  Carolina  Tolunteers. 

BEFORT  OP  COLONEL  NANCE. 

Richmond,  Deoemt>er  24, 1862. 
Captain  C,  R  Holmes,  A.  A.  0.: 

Sm :  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
instant,  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  just 
to  the  right  of  the  Tele^ph  road,  as  you  approach 
Fredericksburg,  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of 
the  first  range  of  hills  from  the  river.  Except 
•ome  slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  us  and 
wounded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of 
special  interest  occurred  to  us  until  about  two 
P.  M.,  when,  by  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw,  I  moved,  by  the  left,  out  of  some 
breastworks  which  I  had  thrown  up  the  night 
before,  down  the  Telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun- 
dred yards,  filed  to  the  left,  and,  crossing  the 
branch  running  by  its  side,  took  the  road  leading 
over  the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  and  into  the  ffpen  field  behind  Marye's 
Iwjuse.  When  within  five  or  six  hundred  yards 
of  this  house,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C,  deliv- 
ered to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and 


move  forward  and  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at 
Marye's  house,  with  my  right  resting  nt  the  house. 
I  immediately  began  to  close  up  my  regiment  to 
execute  the  order,  when  Major  uaillard  rode  up, 
and,  speaking  for  Brigadier-General  Kershaw, 
extended  substantially  the  same  order,  and,  at 
my  rebuest,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest 
which  I  was  to  occupy,  so  that  I  could  form 
parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regiment 
was  considerably  strung  out  in  the  flank  move- 
ment made  in  coming  to  this  point,  and  while 
waiting  for  it  to  close  up,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A. 
D.  C,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and 
represented  to  me  that  Marye's  house  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy.  Seeing 
the  importance  of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my 
fears  for  its  safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once 
with  that  portion  of  my  regiment  which  was 
formed,  and  left  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  G.  J. 
Pope,  to  bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as 
soon  as  thev  formed.  When  we  reached  the 
neighborhooa  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  upon  us ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to 
tne  crest  of  the  hill,  when  my  men  lay  down 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in  the 
flat  in  our  front  By  this  time  their  fire  was 
strongly  directed  against  us.  The  other  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  came  up  immediately  after 
we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see 
that  they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was 
shot  down,  a  minie  ball  entenng  my  left  thieh 
just  to  the  right  and  above  my  knee,  while  dis- 
charging this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to 
be  moved,  but  continued  to  direct  and  encourage 
the  men,  who  were  already  doing  manfully.  I 
soon  saw,  however,  that  we  were  too  much  ex- 
posed, and  that  we  were  contending  at  disadvan- 
tage, owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  engaged  at 
a  great  distance,  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of 
superior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to 
Maiye's  house,  I  sent  word  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand to  withdraw  far  enough  to  get  shelter 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  without  retiring  too 
far  to  deliver  an  effective  fire.  Accordingly 
Major  Maflett,  then  commanding,  withdrew  to  the 
road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Marye's 
yard,  where,  I  believe,  the  regiment  held  its  posi- 
tion, and  continued  its  fire  until  the  close  or  the 
battle.  Afterwards  I  sent  directions  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition. 
He  did  so,  and  this  was  my  last  official  communi- 
cation with  the  regiment  for  the  day.  An  account 
of  what  subsequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the 
casualties  in  the  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be 
furnished  by  some  other  officer.  It  is  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  foru- 
tude  with  which  these  dangers  were  met  and 
these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my  brave  com- 
rades, so  long  as  they  were  under  my  observation. 
Several  valuable  officers  were  wounded — one, 
Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has  suffered  amputa- 
tion of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall 
not  unfortunately  be  lost  to  his  friends.  He  was 
a  superior  and  gallant  officer,  and  his  loss  is  a 
great  one  to  the  regiment  Captain  John  C. 
Summer,  a  most  successful  officer,  Captain  Per* 
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rin  Foster,  an  efficient,  xealous  and  consden- 
tious  officer,  and  Lieutenants  Hollingsworth  and 
Hill,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise,  were 
killed.  The  three  field  officers,  Captam  Todd, 
senior  captain,  and  Captain  Hanoe,  third  senior 
captain  present,  were  wounded,  and  Captain 
Summer,  second  senior  captain  present,  was 
killed;  thus  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  of 
the  regiment  hora  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody 
record  ;  but  we  trust  it  is  a  highly  honorable  one. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  D.  Nance, 

Colonel,  oomnumdlng  Third  South  Carolina  Begiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 

Headquarters  TmRTEEirm  Mississippi  Reo%  ) 
Near  Frkdbricksburo,  Va.,  Dec.  28, 1M2.     ( 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  order,  I 
marched  my  regiment,  at  about  five  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  to  the  mar- 
ket-house in  Fredericksburg,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  "  position  on  Caroline  Street,  await 
lieutenant-Colonel  Fixer's  orders,  send  him  re- 
enforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so, 
and  should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position, 
then  in  that  event  to  withdraw  my  regiment  to 
the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  Street,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
position  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer, 
and  opened  communication  with  him,  where  I 
remained  until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  under  a 
very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fizer  asked  me  for  ten  men  to  act  as  sharp- 
shooters, which  I  promptly  sent  him.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer  sent 
to  me  for  two  companies,  which  I  was  proceeding 
with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  with  his  command 
to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his 
position  longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  with- 
drew it  to  the  market-house,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards  the  river) 
and  engage  the  enemy ;  but,  before  I  could  do  so,  I 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street 
on  which  I  was  ordered  to  form,  and  was  advan- 
cing. I  immediately  disposed  of  m^r  regiment  on 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,) 
so  as  to  command  as  many  streets  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly  could, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  to- 
wards me  river,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of 
two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating 
enemy,  I  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw  my  regi- 
ment from  the  town,  which  order  I  promptly 
obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss,  after  crossing  the  river,  in 
the  engagement  with  my  regiment,  is  estimated 
to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  I 
refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of 
the  loss  which  we  sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot, 
early  in  the  morning.  Ho  was  a  promising  young 
officer.    Captain  T.  W.  Thurman  was  dangerous- 


ly wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead.  Lieuten- 
ant J.  M.  Stovall  IS  missing,  and  is  supposed  to 
bekiUed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  and 
n(ieritorious  conduct  of  Captain  G.  L.  Donald, 
who  had  immediate  command  of  several  compa- 
nies, which  did  fine  execution,  ^ithout  sustaining 
any  serious  loss. 

I  wish,  also,  to  make  mention  of  the  coolness, 
bravery,  and  soldierly-like  conduct  of  both  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  of  my  command. 

J.  W.  Carter, 

Colonel,  commanding'  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 
Headquarters  First  ViRonaA  Artillery,  j 


a. 


Deoember  19, 1802. 
Pendleton^  Assistant  Adjutant' 


Captain  A* 

General: 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  in  the  late  engagement  before 
Fredericksburg : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  bat- 
teries were  ordered  to  a  position  in  rear  of 
Hamilton's  house,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa- 
sion might  require.  About  twelve  o'clock,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  sent  two  Parrott 
rifles  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar 
pieces  from  the  Third  Howitzers,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Utz,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  to  the  same  point  four  other  rifle 
guns,  viz.:  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts  and  one 
brass  rifle  from  Second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Watson,  (Second  How- 
itzers.) These  eight  guns  were  actively  engaged, 
and  suflered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artiUery 
and  sharpshooters.  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  on 
this  part  of  the  field  of  a  gallant  and  most  excel- 
lent officer.  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding  Third 
Howitzers.  The  ammunition  of  most  of  the 
pieces  was  exhausted  before  dark,  and  the  pieces 
themselves  withdrawn.  Having  obtained  ammu- 
nition for  the  two  rifles  of  the  Third  Howitzers,  I 
sent  them  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained, 
in  company  with  the  three  pieces  of  Captain 
Watson's  battery,  until  about  nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  I  placed  in  position,  on  the  hill  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  .our  infantry  line,  the  two  twenty- 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague's  battery. 
These  two  pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enemy's 
artiller)',  and  afterwards  opened  upon  the  infantry. 
The  exact  ran^e  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  much  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point 
was  heavy.  Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant 
McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable  gentle- 
man. Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman  brought  up  two  howitzers  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  len  of 
Captain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman  was  severely  wounded  at  this  point,  but 
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remained  on  the  field  until  after  dark.  I  fear  I 
shall  lose  the  assistance  of  this  valuable  officer 
for  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  two 
pieces  of  Captain  Hupp's  battery,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Griffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road, and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters.  Captain  Brooke's  battery, 
although  not  actively  engaged,  was  exposed  to 
the  enemv's  fird  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I 
cannot  reurain  from  expressing  my  high  admira- 
tion for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericks- 
burg. After  marching  all  of  the  previous  night, 
they  came  upon  a  field  strewn  with  the  wrecks 
of  other  batteries,  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
which  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  them.  I 
append  a  list  of  casualties : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  leg. 
Poague's  battery,  six  killed  and  ten  wounded. 
Watson's  Second  Howitzers,  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  Smith's  Third  Howitzers,  three  killed 
and  three  wounded.  Dance's  battery,  none  killed, 
two  wounded.  Hupp's  battery,  none  Ijilled,  one 
wounded.  Brooke  s  battery,  none  killed,  two 
wounded.  Total  killed,  ten.  Total  wounded, 
twenty-six. 

I  b^  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  fiu^t  that 
but  few  of  the  shell  for  Parrott  rifles  exploded, 
owing  to  imperfect  fuses. 
Kespectfully^submitted. 

J.  Thompson  Brown, 

Colonel  First  VirginiJi  Artillery. 

BEPORT   OF   MAJOR  D.   B.   BRIDGFORD. 

Headquarters  Provost  Marshal  ) 
Secokd  Corps,  Junusry  9, 1863.     ( 

McQor  A,   8.  PendleUm,   Assistant  Adjutant' 

Otncral : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  I  herewith 
transmit  the  operations  of  the  proTost  guard, 
consisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's 
squadron  of  cavalrv : 

On  the  eleventh  December  I  received  an  order 
to  move  towards  Fredericksburg,  with  two  days' 
rations  cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 

December  twelfth,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the 
Fredericksburg  road  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
where  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing all  stragglers ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  about  half 
a  mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without 
proper  passes,  on  authorized  business  for  their 
commands,  to  be  brought  to  the  guard  placed  on. 
the  railroad,  lliere  my  brigade  surgeon  was 
stationed  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick, 
nithout  proper  passes  from  their  brigade  or 
regimental  surgeons.  Numbiers,  however,  were 
r^lly  sick  and  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were 
without  passes.  When  a  sufficient  number  were 
eoUected  together,  I  sent  them,  under  charge 
of  cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major- 
general  whose  command  was  going  into  the 
nghty  to  place  them  in  front  and  most  exposed 


position  of  his  command.  I  am  happy  to  state 
the  number  arrested  and'  sent  forward  were 
comparatiyely  few,  in  consideration  of  the  size 
of  the  army. 

During  .  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  the 
number  sent  in  under  guard  were  only  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back, 
owing  to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return 
to  the  rear  to  cook,  &o. 

I  am  most  happy  to  state  I  had  no  occasion  to 
carry  into  effect  tne  order  to  shoot  all  stragglers 
who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caught  a  second 
time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot 
them.  Had  I  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it 
certainly  should  have  been  executed  to  the  very 
letter.  * 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  I  received 
and  placed  undel*  guard  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  sent  to 
Bichmond  by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of 
them  were  commissioned  officers  and  paroled  bv 
me ;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience 
to  your  order. 

December  sixteenth,  I  received  one  hundred 
and  nine  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  paroled  and 
sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  dptain 
Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded 
by  railroad  to  Richmond,  if  possible,  which  or- 
ders were  carried  into  effect.  During  the  same 
day  I  went  through  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehead's 
hospital,  where  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal 
prisoners. 

A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Richmond.  They  do  not  appear  in 
this  statement,  nor  could  I  by  any  means  ascer- 
tain the  number. 

On  the  seventeenth,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  with  m^  entire  guard  in  rear  of  General  D. 
H.  Hill's  division  on  the  Port  Royal  road.  Cap- 
tain Upshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I 
ordered  Captain  Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke's 
farm,  near  where  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division 
halted.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there  was 
little  or  no  stra^hng;  the  number  did  not  ex- 
ceed thirty,  notwithstanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in 
scouring  the  entire  country  around.  It  is  my 
belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was 
little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk 
from  duty ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  everything  went 
to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  the  foe. 
The  present  system  of  provost  guard,  if  carried 
into  effect,  will  prevent  all  future  straggling. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Bridoford, 
M^lor  and  Chief  Provost  Marshal  Second  Corps. 

P.  S.  During  the  thirteenth  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty  sent  back,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth two  hundred  and  six,  making  the  number, 
as  above  stated,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 
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List  of  Prisoners  captured  at  Fredericksburg  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson's  Corps, 


Commissioned  officers  paroled,  .    .    .    .*  .    11 

Enlisted  men, 445 

Enlisted  men  paroled, 133 

"689 


Less  68  taken  and  sent  by  General  Long- 
street's  corps, 68 

"621 


This  is  the  manner  they  were  received  here  ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  is  the  amount  taken. 

Betum  of  smaU  ArmSf  Ammunitionf  Ac,  collected  on  the  Battle^Field  before  Fredericksburgt 
in  the  Engagements  qf  the  12th  and  ISih  of  December,  1862. 


Small  Arms. 


250 


|1 

I 


3148 


5 


1136 


772 


78 


I 

1^ 


42 


-J 

Is 

ea 
ea 

3 


478 


13 


S5 


26 


3| 


69 


1406 


AMMUHmON,  Ac, 


8 


80,000 


94,000 


31,000' 


5' 


S0,000 


1,800 


s 

s 

312 


RECAPITULATION. 

Totalon  hand  at  the  reserve  trains, 7,720 

*♦     retained  by  the  first  army  corps, .2,166 

*«  »*  *«      second  army  corps, 613 

**     forwarded  to  Richmond, 602 

11/)91 


RKCAPITULATION. 
Grand  total  rounds  of  ammnnition, .  •  .255,000 

RECAPITULATION. 
Total  sets  of  accoutrements, 1,800 


RECAPITULATION   IN   FULL. 


Grand  total  of  arms  collected, 11,001     I 

Probable  loss  of  our  troops, 2/X)0 

Grand  total  of  arms  captured, 9,091     I 

Headquartbbs,  a.  N.  v.  Ordnance  Office^  Jan.  20, 1863. 


Grand  total  of  rounds  of  ammunition,  .....  255,000 

•♦  "       sets  of  accoutrements, 1,800 

Respectfully  submitted 

Briscoe  G.  Baldwih, 
ZieuienaniCoUmel  and  Chi^  of  Ordnance  A.  N,  V, 


REPORT  OP  MAJOR  WHITE. 

Headquarters  White's  Cavalry,  ) 
December  24, 1862.     { 

Brigadier- General  W.  E,  Jones,    commanding 

Valley  District : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  my  scout  since  I  left  camp  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  instant.  I  camped  that 
night  near  Hillsborough. 

On  the  thirteenth  I  captured  twelve  infantry- 
men in  the  neighborhood  of  Hillsborough,  whom 
I  sent  back  to  Snickersville.  I  learned  from 
them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  Leesburg,  and  had  about  three  hours'  start.  I 
immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard  to  push 
them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  learn  the  force  of 
their  rear  guard.  My  advance  captured  six  in- 
fantrymen on  the  way,  who  were  also  sent  to 
Snickersville.  I  reached  Leesburg  about  three 
p.  M.  The  enemy's  cavalr}'  left  the  town  as  we 
came  in  sight  My  advance  pushed  on,  and  en- 
countered tbem  about  three  mdes  below  Leesburg, 


on  the  Centreville  road,  and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish, 
drove  them  into  the  rear  guard  of  their  in^try 
and  cavalry,  capturing  two  and  wounding  three. 
Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  com- 
bined with  my  force,  and  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Waterford,  and  camped  for  the  ni^t 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  I  started  for 
Waterford,  where  I  encountered  Sam  Means's 
force,  some  sixty  men;  we  charged  them  and 
drove  them  through  the  town,  killing  one  of  their 
lieutenants  and  capturing  their  orderly  sergeant 
and  one  private;  ooth  of  whom,  together  with 
those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twenty- 
two  in  all,  were  sent  to  your  headquarters  for 
disposal.  We  pursued  them  about  five  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Point  of  Rocks.  Learning  that 
there  was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cava&y  in 
Poolesville,  I  determined  to  push  forward  to  that 
place ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back ;  sent  a  squad 
of  men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferrv ; 
they  charged  the  pickets,  capturing  twenty-six, 
which  were  paroled.    I  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
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Onmd's  Ferry  with  ninetj-three  men  about  one 
hour  by  son ;  arriTed  at  PoolesTiUe  about  eight, 
p.  M.  Before  entering  the  town  I  learned  Uiat 
tbout  one  half  of  their  force  had  gone  on  a  scout  ; 
and  that  the  remainder  were  quartered  in  the 
town  halL  Divided  my  force  and  charged  it  in 
two  directions.  Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and 
demanding  its  surrender,  was  answered  with  a 
▼olley  from  door  and  windows ;  we  returned  the 
fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the 
orderly  sergeant,  and  wounding  eight,  including 
the  lieutenant  commanding.  The  hall  was  then 
sorrendered ;  we  captured  twenty-one  prisoners, 
all  of  whom  we  paroled.  Our  loss  was  one  man 
killed. 

Some  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  around  the 
town,  and  when  they  heard  the  firing,  made  good 
their  escape.  We  also  captured  forty- three  horses, 
and  destroyed  all  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing 
of  various  kinds,  blankets,  Enfield  rifles  and 
muskets,  also  a  large  lot  of  commissary  stores, 
together  with  wagons,  &c  Remained  in  the 
town  for  several  hours,  and  recrossed  the  Potomac 
at  White's  Ford.  Whilst  camped  at  the  Trap,  I 
•ent  a  scout  to  Leesburg  on  the  twentieth ;  tney 
captured  eight  prisoners  and  paroled  them. 

I  tend  you  a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  cap- 
tured and  paroled  during  my  scout. 

Eluah  V.  White, 

MiOor,  commawting  Battalion. 

REPOBT    OF   CAPTAIN   LATIMKE. 

Camp  near  Port  Kotal,  > 
Deoeint>cr  25,  IMS.     ) 

Major  S.  Hole,  A.  A.  A.  Oeneral  EwdVi  Dt- 

vifum: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most 
RtpectfiiUy  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
lepNort  of  the*  operations  of  the  batteries  of  Ewell's 
dtniion  in  the  enagements  with  the  enemy  near 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
of  the  present  month : 

Early  on  Uie  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Eiurl^  to  take  command  of 
the  battenes  of  the  division,  as  acting  chief  of 
tttillery,  and  I  immediatly  reported  to  Ck>lonel 
Cnitchfield,  chief  of  artillery  second  corps,  for 
imtructions.  He  ordered  me  to  park  t^e  bat- 
teries in  a  sheltered  spot,  behind  a  ranse  of  hills, 
about  half  a  mile  behind  our  line  of  oattle,  and 
tbere  await  orders.  He  shortly  after  returned, 
•od  directed  me  to  take  my  own  battery,  under 
oommand  of  Lieutenant  Tanner,  and  Captain 
BrownX  under  cammand  of  Lieutenant  Plater, 
to  the  relief  of  some  batteries  occupying  a  posi- 
tioQ  near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  formed  by 
tbe  second  corps,  and  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
^nieral  Pender,  whose  brigade  then  occupied 
this  position.  Only  five  guns  were  required,  and, 
^  direction  of  Oeneral  Pender,  I  relieved  ^ye  of 
tot  guns  at  that  point  by  the  two  rifles  belonging 
to  mj  battery  and  the  three  rifles  composing 
Captam  Brown's.  The  position  on  which  these 
S^  were  posted  was  not  a  very  advanti^ous 
one,  but  the  best  that  could  be  selected.  It  was 
s  small  rising  in  an  open  field,  wiUi  a  wood  to 


the  right,  in  which  a  portion  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad, 
behind  which  a  portion  of  Oeneral  Hood's  di- 
vision was  postea.  In  front,  at  the  distance  of 
about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
with  lines  of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced 
in  front  of  said  batteries.    We  were  exposed  to 

Suite  a  heavy  fire  from  these  batteries,  but  gained 
^e  position  without  loss.  My  orders  were  to 
fire  only  at  infantry  unless  the  batteries  advanced, 
which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once  at  them, 
and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  of  General 
McLaws's  brigade,  which  was  made  late  in  the  day. 
I  was  kept  constantly  engaged  at  this  point  firom 
eleven  A.  M.,  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re- 
pelling repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the 
use  of  canister.  I  relieved  these  batteries  that 
night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery,  which 
engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  ad- 
vance of  their  skirmishers,  successfully  driving 
them  back.  Shortly  after  moving  to  the  left  with 
the  batteries  spoken  of  above.  Captain  D'Aquin's 
and  the  Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Oarber, 
were  ordered  by  Colonel  Crutchfield  to  the  right 
of  our  lines,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the  day.  Not  having 
personally  superintended  their  movements  during 
the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe  them  minutely. 
Captain  Dement's  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
front  on  the  fourteenth,  where  it  remained  in 
battery  until  we  marched  to  this  point,  without, 
however,  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  We 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  L.  E.  D'Aquin, 
of  the  Louisiana  Guard  artillery.  A  more  gallant 
officer  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  Also,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Cap- 
tain Brown's  battery.  He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post. 
The  losses  in  the  different  batteries  are  an  follows : 

Louisiana  Guard  artillery.  Captain  IVAquin— 
Captain  D'Aquin,  killed ;  one  private  wounded ; 
two  horses  disabled ;  one  gun  oisabled. 

Captain  Brown's  battery.  Lieutenant  Plater  — 
Lieutenant  Grayson  and  one  private  killed ;  nine 
wounded ;  sixteen  horses  disabled ;  also,  one  gun ' 
and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery.  Lieutenant  Oarber — none 
killed  or  wounded ;  one  horse  disabled  and  one 
gun  carriage,  afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery.  Lieutenant  Tanner  —  one 
private  killed;  Lieutenant  Tanner  and  six  pri- 
vates wounded ;  eight  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery  —  four  men 
wounded ;  seven  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Dement's  battery  —  none  killed  or 
wounded ;  four  horses  disabled. 
•  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  acted  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner,  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully obeying  all  orders,  and  standing  to  their 
posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectf\2lly. 

Your  most  ooedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Latihbb, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Chief  of  ArtUlerj  of  K  weU*a  DiTiaioa* 
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BEPOET  OF  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

Headquartebs  Artillekt  Corps,  { 
December  21,  WOt,     ( 

Mqjor  E.  C,  Margcuh  AssistarU  Adjutant- Gen^ 

end: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the-  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of*  the  artillery  corps 
of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Pegram, 
with  a  section  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham, 
Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and  James  Ellett, 
numbering  altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position 
on  the  heights  near  the  railroad,  supported  by 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Fieici  (Colonel 
Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Archer.  Captains  Braxton  (Lieutenant  Marye 
commanding  Braxton's  battery)  and  Davidson, 
with  five  and  four  guns  respectively,  took  position 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  the  plain 
just  to  the  right  of  Deep  Run  Creek,  and  were 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  £frigadier  Generals 
Pender  and  Lane.  About  ten  a.  m.,  the  enemy 
began  a  desultory  fire  from  several  batteries,  as 
if  feeling  our  position.  Their  fire,  about  eleven 
A.  M.,  became  hot  and  well  directed,  causing  us 
some  loss  in  men  and  horses.  Captain  Mcintosh, 
commanding  his  own  guns,  and  the  sections  of 
Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and  Captain 
Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Crenshaw,  were  directed  to  withhold  their 
fire  till  there  should  be  an  infantry  demonstration. 
The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve  H., 
formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  ad- 
vance, made  by  a  division  apparently,  was 
speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Captains 
Mcintosh  and  Pegram's  murderous  fire  —  the 
enem3r  opening  upon  them  meanwhile  very  de- 
structively, with  at  least  twenty-five  gnns.  This 
attempt  having  failed,  the  enemy,  concentrated 
in  mass  and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward 
rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful  fire  from  all  their 
'guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly 
and  with  great  havoc  upon  their  dense  ranks.  In 
advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the  infantry 
from  the  woods,  they  suffered  very  heavy  loss 
from  the  fire  of  our  guns.  While  the  attention 
of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  then:  infantry,  their 
artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss;  but  as  soon  as 
engaged  by  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though 
in  weight  of  metal  they  much  exceeded  us.  At 
half-past  three  P.  M.,  Captains  Mcintosh  and 
Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition, 
and  having  one  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and 
limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by  the  corps 
of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain 
Pegram's  battery,  whicn  remained  till  nightfall 
Here  we  lost  Lieutenants  James  Ellett  and  Z.  C. 
McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not  willingly 
let  die.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also, 
and  manjr  brave  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  gal- 
lantly domg  their  duty,  were  wounded  and  kiUed. 
On  the  left  of  the  hght  division,  Lieutenant 


Marye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  com- 
mands, fully  sustained  their  ha^h  reputatioa. 
Three  charges  were  made  upon  their  position,  and 
^;allantlv  repulsed  with  canister.  Outnumbered 
m  weight  ot  metal,  and  often  closely  approached 
by  the  enemy's  infantrv,  they  as  often  sent  them 
back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  their 
position  until  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  abandon 
It.  Captain  Braxton  was  witharawn  about  three 
P.  M.,  and  Captain  Davidson  at  nightfalL  Lieu- 
tenant Brander,  of  the  latter  battery,  was  slightly 
wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  with 
the  coolness  of  a  parade,  though  exposed  to  a 
fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  destruction. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  proud 
to  sajr,  the  artillery  of  the  light  division  did  theirs 
in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be  invidi- 
ous. Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  other  in . 
their  devotion  to  duty  and  r^;ardle8sness  of  self. 
I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  opportunity  to  call 
vour  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Cham- 
berlayne  as  particularly  deserving  notice  for  his 
gallant  conduct  His  services  are  almost  indis- 
pensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R  L.  Walker, 

Lteotenint-Colopcl,«)mmaiMHng  ArtUleiy  Light  DivirioOi 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  NADENBOUSCH, 
COMMANDING  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  8ECO!n>  Reoimestf  ) 

ViROiinA  iKPAjrrRY,        > 

Camp  near  Moss  Neck,  Deoember  23, 1802.  > 

LlEtJTENANT :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  fought  December  thir- 
teenth, 1862 : 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Ghiineas  Depot  at 
six  o'clock  A.  m.,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  marched 
to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  thence  in  a  westwardly 
direction  to  a  large  wood  covering  the  crest  of 
hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a  num- 
ber of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  the  wood  above  referred  to,  in  rear  of 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
whidi  held  the  military  road. 

About  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  thirteenth* 
the  heavy  cannonading  on  the  right  and  left,  and 
the  sharp  skirmishing  in  front,  announced  the 
great  baUle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced the  musketry  became  more  distinct  and 
continuous,  and  soon  the  line  in  froilt  of  us  became 
hotly  engaged.  At  this  time  an  order  to  advance 
was  given,  which  was  done  with  order  and  alacrity, 
marching  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  The 
Second  regiment  was  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  brigade, 
and  in  consecjuence  of  this  position,  was  the  only 
one  of  the  brigade,  so  far  as  I  know,  engaged  in 
the  musketry  fight.  Marching  forward  in  line, 
with  the  other  regiments  of  uie  brigade,  I  ob- 
served that  there  was  no  support  on  our  right. 
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ind  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  the  safety  of  that 
flank.  I  apprehended  that  if  the  enemv  was  near 
at  band  they  would  take  advantage  of  this  ^p, 
and  fall  upon  our  flank  at  this  unguarded  pomt ; 
and  so  it  turned  out.  How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
enemy^ned  this  advanced  position,  and  what 
disposition  had  been  made  of  our  front  line,  it  is 
imDotsible  for  me  to  say.  The  gap  was  there, 
ana  they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry 
force  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained 
from  prisoners  captured  and  wounded  men  upon 
the  field.  Observing  them  through  the  dense 
foliage  at  a  distance,  and  the  Brigadier  being  at  a 
diinent  point  on  the  line,  I  took  the  responsi- 
bility of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right,  present- 
ing my  front  to  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  I 
eotten  into  position  than  they  opened  a  heavv 
ore  of  musketry  and  artillery,  to  which  the  regi- 
ment replied  rapidly  and  eflectively,  men  and 
officers  standing  to  their  posts  and  doing  their 
duty  as  only  veterans  know  how.  I  rejoice  to  be 
able  to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the 
legiment  who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.  It 
was  during  this  brief  but  brisk  fight  that  the 
tegiment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  killed  and 
leTenteen  wounded.  Among  the  latter  were 
Lieutenant  William  B.  Colston,  commanding 
Company  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  Com- 
pany E.  The  enemy  soon  fled.  We  then  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad, 
(the  front  line  of  the  army,)  and  remained  in 
this  position  until  about  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  send- 
ing forward  Company  C,  (Captain  Randolph,)  as 
skjrmisbers  to  the  railroad.  About  this  time  the 
b%ide  was  withdrawn  to  the  military  road,  where 
ve  slept  upon  our  arms  until  half  past  three 
o'clock  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  take  position  in  advance,  along  the 
fine  of  railroad.  There  was  quite  lively  skir- 
nushmg  during  the  entire  day — had  one  man 
wounded. 

About  ^Ye  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  fifteenth  in- 
itact,  the  brigade  was  relieved  by  Rodes'  brigade, 
of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  returned  to  the  rear 
in  third  line  —  reserve. 

Baring  the  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  sus- 
pense, and  danger,  both  officers  and  men  evinced 
the  true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.  I  cannot 
hot  feel  proud  of  the  honor'of  having  commanded 
neh  men.  Captain  R.  T.  Cdlston,  second  in 
command,  and  Adjutant  K  W.  Hunter,  deserve 
honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  and 
good  c<mduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their 
Bttterml  aid  in  the  command  of  the  regiment 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch, 

Ciptifa,  commandhig  Second  Keglment  yirginia  Inikntry. 

^  of  (kuuaUies  in  the  Second  Virginia  Infan- 
try, December  13,  1862  : 

Company  A.  —  Private  Thomas  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  i;.  — First  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Col- 
Jon,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  very  serious; 
Second  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Hames,  severely  wounded 


by  musket  ball,  not  serious ;  private  Samuel 
Stuckey,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  seri- 
ous 5  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely  wounded  by 
gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour, 
severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  pri- 
vate Alexander  Porterfield,  slightly  wounded  by 
shell ;  private  John  Kiser,  mortally  wounded,  and 
since  died.     * 

Company  F,  —  Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed 
by  shell ;  private  Ford  Friar,  mortally  wounded 
by  gunshot. 

Company  Q,  —  Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asouith, 
slightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  Fayette  Raw- 
lins, severely  wounded  by  snell,  serious ;  private 
William  Kerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Daniel  Moler,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Samuel  Fay,  slight;  private  Charles  O.  Tabb, 
slight 

Company  H,  —  Private  J.  A.  Luck,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  James 
Hicks,  slightly ;  private  William  Reed,  severely 
wounded  by  gunsnot,  not  serious. 

Company  /. — Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  K,  —  First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore, 
slightly  bruised  by  shell. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPOBT   OP  LTEUT.-COLONBL  EDMONDSON. 


Headquarters  TwEifrr-SEvcMTH  ) 

Virginia  Volunteers,       > 

Camp  Paxton*s  Brigade,  December  23, 1802. ) 

Lieutenant  Amall,  A.  A,  A.  General  First  Bri^ 

gade: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  participation  of 
my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  thirteenth 
instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz. : 

General  Paxton's  brigade,  of  which  my  regi- 
ment forms  a  part,  occupied,  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirteenth,  the  rear  position,  or  the  uiird 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General* 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  occupied  a  ])osition  on 
the  second  parallel  line.  About  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was 
kept  up  till  about  noon,  to  which  my  regiment, 
and  the  brigade  generally,  was  severely  su^ected, 
but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  in- 
fantry became  engaged,  and  the  battle,  for  hours, 
raged  furiously.  Our  line  in  front  finally  seem- 
ing to  ffive  W9y,  my  regiment,  together  with  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  the  fray, 
moved  up  rapidly  and  in  good  order  (passing 
over  troops  which,  to  all  appearance,  seemed  to 
be  doubting  as  to  their  duty)  to  the  support  of 
their  comrades  in  front  The  enemy,  nowever, 
had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean  time,  and  our 
brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of 
the  day  was  engaged  m  changing  position,  but 
the  enemy  did  not  advance. 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  missing.  I  would,  however,  here  remark  that 
I  have  never  seen  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
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regiment  behave  with  more  ^Uantry  and  with 
cooler  courage,  seemingly  hanng  determined  to 
conquer  or  die. 

Respectfully, 

James  R.  Edmondson, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  oommandinfr  Twenty-Seventh 
Begiment  Virginia  Voionteere. 

REPORT   OF  MAJOR  WILLLAM   TERKT. 

Headquarters  Fourth  RBont rnt 
Virginia  Volunteers. 
December  23, 1862. 

Captain  Charles  8.  Arnold,  A.  A,  A,  Oeneral 

Paxton*8  Brigade : 

Sir  :  On  the  twelfth  instant  the  Fourth  regi- 
ment Virginia  volunteers  left  camp,  five  miles 
north-west  of  Guineas  Station,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  before  noon,  remaining  near  there 
some  hours.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in 
position  in  rear  of  a  portion  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, in  the  woods  west  of  the  railroad,  and  to  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  Telegraph  road.  The 
regiment  several  times  changea  position  during 
the  afternoon,  and  rested  for  the  night  by  their 
guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these  woods 
—  the  Fourth  regiment  during  the  day  occupying 
the  left  of  the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant,  the 
evidence  of  the  approaching  conflict  was  heard  in 
brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell  passing  and  fre(^uently  bursting 
near  the  Fourth  regiment,  but  doing  no  damage. 
Toward  noon  the  regiment  was  retired  a  few 
hundred  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from 
which  position  we  soon  moved  forward  by  the 
front  Early  in  this  movement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
face  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  regiment,  and  carried  from  the  field.  As 
the  next  in  rank,  I  assumed  command.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  forward  in  direction 
of  the  heavy  infantry  firing  in  front,  until  we 
passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  along,  and  crossing  the  military  road. 
Here  the  Fourtn  regiment  was  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in 
line  of  battle.  Dunng  this  time  we  were  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  ofid  shell,  which  wounded 
several  of  my  men. 

The  engagement  still  progressing,  we  were 
again  ordered  forward  along  the  mSitarv  road, 
and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  any 
troops,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of, 
and  parallel  to,  the  railroad.  I  threw  out  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  regiment,  who  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  them.  We  re- 
mained here  until  after  night,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment  We 
moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  along  the 
military  road,  by  which  we  had  advanced,  lying 
down  for  the  night  by  the  road  side. 


At  three  a.  m.,  fourteenth  instant,  we  were 
aroused,  moved  a  few  himdred  yards  through 
the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  were  placed  in  position  behind  the  embank- 
ment of  the  railroad  —  the  Second  "Virginia  regi- 
ment resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  which  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  the  Fourth  regiment  on  the 
left  of  the  Second.  We  remained  in  this  position 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  hourly  ex- 
pecting a  eeneral  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  the 
day  passed  without  any  incident  worthy  of  notice, 
beyond  the  skirmishing  between  the  sharpshoot- 
ers on  both  sides.  1,  however,  restrained  the 
Fourth  regiment,  and  permitted  no  firing;  and 
thus  protected  my  men  rrom  any  loss. 

At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the  fifteenth 
instant,  my  regiment  was  relieved  from  duty  on 
the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  the  brigade, 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  where 
we  remained  till  Tuesday  morning,  from  which 
place  we  marched  to  our  present  encampment  in 
Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner  down,  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation.  For  coolness  and  steadiness  un- 
der a  tr)'ing  fire  of  artillery,  I  never  saw  their 
conduct  surpassed.  And  while  they  were  not 
called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  fight,  they 
showed  they  were  ready  to  meet  its  danger  and 
to  do  their  duty.  And  I  avail  myself  of  this  op- 
portunity to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  men  for  their  cheerful,  prompt,  and 
ready  obedience  to  orders  under  every  circum- 
stance; and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  well,  I 
should  do  injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  marked 
distinction  upon  any.  I  must  abo  express  my 
regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in  the 
wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  whose 
whole  conduct  during  this  war,  on  many  hard- 
fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him  as  a  most 
trustworthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

WiLLUM  Terry, 

M^)or,  oommandins^  Fourth  B^;iinciit 
Virginia  Volonteers. 

List  of  Casualties  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  Vir- 
gfnia  Volunteers, 

Field  and  Staff, — Lieutenant-Colonel  Gard- 
ner, severely  wounded  in  the  face. 

Company  A,  —  Corporal  Thomas  Chatwell, 
shot  in  foot 

Company  C, — Wounded:  Private  8.  S.  Cod- 
dall,  in  right  foot ;  private  William  Boyd,  in  left 
leg ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg;  private  C. 
L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

Company  D, — Wounded :  Private  G.  H.  Hudge, 
in  right  leg ;  private  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  F,  —  Wounded:  Sergeant  f.  R. 
Stamper,  in  foot ;  private  W.  S.  Shupe,  in  right 
hip ;  private  S.  O.  Canico,  in  left  side. 

Company  O. — Wounded:  Sergeant  J.  H. 
Sublett,  left  hip;  Corporal  G.  A.  Willis, left  arm ; 
private  P.  Hall,  in  left  hip  and  breast 
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Company  L.  —  Wounded :  Private  J.  C.  Snider, 
in  left  arm. 

The  wounds  in  most  of  the  foregoing  cases  are 
slight  —  from  fragments  of  shell.  Many  have 
already  returned  to  duty. 

William  Terry, 

M lOor,  oommftudlne  Fourth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  McKENDREE. 

Headquarters  Carpenter's  Battery,  I 
Camp  Paxtox*s  Brigade,  December  23, 1H62.     ) 

General  E.  F.  Faxton^  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade: 

Uenbral:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
company  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  thirteenth 
instant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned, 
about  six  o'clock,  we  were  conducted  by  Captain 
Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artillery,  to 
a  position  in  front  of  General  Branch's  brigade, 
bemg  supported  by  the  Seventh  North  Carolina 
r^jment,  which  was  posted  alongside  of  the  rail- 
road, about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.     We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our 
support  had  passed  to  the  front,  then  if  necessary, 
to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear.    As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the 
ground  the  battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but 
remained  silent,  /iccording  to  orders,  until  about 
nine  o'clock  a.  M.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing  on  our  right  in  considerable  force, 
(infentry,)  when  we,  in  connection  with  Captains 
Braxton's  and  Wooding's  batteries,  immediately 
on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing 
oohunn,  which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break 
fiyr  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared,  at  the  same  time 
advanced  several  batteries  on  our  lef)^  and  front 
to  within  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive 
fire  of  artillery  on  our  batteries.    When  I  ob- 
served them  advancing  with  artillery  on  our  left, 
attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they 
had  nartially  succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  de- 
ipatcned  a  messenger  to  the  commanding  officers 
ol  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting 
them  to  be^n  firing  at  once,  and,  if  possible,  dis- 
lodge the  pieces  thus  advanced.    Soon  after  one  or 
both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow  fire,  but  with- 
out either  driving  the  enemy  froia  his  position  or 
attracting  the  firing  in  that  direction.    The  fire  was 
80  destructive  that  we  were  soon  compelled  to 
continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead  of 
four ;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  piece,  and 
placed  all  the  available  men  I  then  had  to  the 
two  remaining   guns,    and  thus  continued  the 
Mtion  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the 
rear,  and  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, which  being  observed  by  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough, he  called  on  our  support  to  come  to 
our  rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing 
tome  twenty  yards  to  our  front,  and  held  the 
enemy  in  chec&  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
'emaming  guns,  which  being  done,  we  retired  in 
^Dod  order  some  minutes  after  the  other  batteries 


had  left  the  field — this  being  about  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want 
of  horses  to  haul  it  offl  I  then  took  a  command- 
ing position  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to 
halt  the  two  pieces  first  sent  from  the  field,  and 
which  yrere  then  moving  off"  with  Captain  Wood- 
ing's battery.  He  soon  returned,  informing  me 
that  Captain  Brockenbrough  was  riding  at  the 
head  of  the  retiring  column.  Supposing  that  he 
intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  moved  on.  When 
I  came  up  with  him  found  that  he  had  been  se- 
verely wounded,  in  conseouence  of  which  he  was 
retiring.  He  then  ordered  me  to  take  command 
of  Woodine's  battery,  in  connection  with  my  own, 
which  I  did,  and  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill 
for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
open  field  in  rear,  get  as  many  pieces  ready  for 
action  as  practicable,  and  await  further  orders. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a 
point  on  the  left,  near  the  one  occupied  in  the 
morning,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at  once. 
Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that 
officer,  who  informed  me  that  we  were  too  late, 
directing  that  we  go  back,  and  go  into  camp  for 
the  night. 

Casualties : 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  R  Barton,  killed  ;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  William  T.  Lambie,  wounded 
severely;  private  Thomas  Hastings,  killed;  Ser- 
geant F.  Karnes,  wounded  slight;  Corporal  P. 
O'Connor,  slight ;  Corporal  J.  F.  Fudge,  severe  ; 
privates  A.  Staff",  severe ;  A.  J.  Barrow,  severe ; 
George  Myers,  severe ;  William  Baggage,  severe ; 
John  Miller,  slight ;  E.  Piper,*  severe ;  John 
Sawyers,  slight ;  James  Gluver,  slight ;  Isaac 
Swindle,  slight;  R.  Martin,  slight;  William 
Newcomer,  slight ;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  H.  Loch, 
severe  ;  A.  McCarty,  slight ;  J.  Hawkins,  severe ; 
John  O'Niel,  slight ;  W.  AUemong,  severe ;  John 
McCarty,  slight;  Joseph  Grim,  slight;  John  Cad- 
walader,  slisnt ;  Joseph  Anderson,  nussing.  Ten 
horses  killed  and  four  disabled. 

George  McKendree, 

Lieutenant,  oommanding  Buttery. 

REPORT   OF  COLONEL   WARREN. 

Ubadquarters  Taliaferro's  Brigade,  i 
December  19, 1862.     ( 

Major   Taliaferro^  Assistant  Adjutant-General 

Jackson^s  iHvision : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  action  near 
Fredericksburg : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morn- 
ing about  sunrise,  and,  on  arrivin|^  at  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  was  put  in  position  m  rear  of  the 
Hamilton  house,  in  support  of  the  batteries 
stationed  on  the  hilL  This  position  it  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  day  and  that  night,  but  saw 
nothing  of  the  enemy. 
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Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the 
left,  and  took  position  in  rear  and  supporting  dis- 
tance of  Brigadier-General  Paxton's  origade,  in 
the  following  order :  Tliirty-seventh  \^mnia  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  Williams ; 
Tenth  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
W.  B.  Yancey ;  Twenty-third  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson ;  Forty- 
seventh  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
L  M.  Campbell ;  Forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  C.  B.  St.  John.  JDuring 
the  day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I 
came  up  to  the  second  line,  at  which  point  I 
received  orders  to  Ml  back  to  the  military  road 
and  occupy  it. 

Next  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
occupied  the  front  line  on  General  Paxton's  left 
Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during 
the  day  and  night  following  this  part  of  the  line 
was  remarkably  ^uiet. 

Monday  mornmg,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to 
the  third  line.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was 
detached  from  the  origade  Friday  morning,  and 
its  action  did  not  come  under  my  observation. 
It  was,  however,  early  in  the  action,  and  sus- 
tained its  reputation  for  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
but  I  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely  —  Captam 
Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones  both  being  se- 
verely wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  bri- 
gade, not  including  loss  in  battery,  was  slight, 
being  two  officers  and  fourteen  privates  wounded. 
I  refer  to  the  report  already  furnished  for  names, 

&C. 

Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H..WAKBEN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Y irginU  Regiment,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OP   COLONEL   H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

H£ADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIROINIAVOLUNTKERS,  ) 

December  24, 18A2.  ) 
Lietttenant  C,  8.  AmcUl,  Acting  AssistarU  Adju^ 

tant'Oencral : 

Lieutenant  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  I  herewith  transmit  report  of 
this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near  Freder- 
icksburg, December  thirteen,  1862. 

On  tne  morning  of  twelfth  December,  the 
regiment  with  the  brigade  left  camp  with  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non-commissioned, 
&c.,  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking 
the  road  leading  to  Fredericksburg.  Having 
marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we  were 
halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load; 
which  being  accomplished,  we  marched  and 
countermarched  along  the  railroad.  Taking  an  ob- 
lique course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
we  proceeded  along  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hill& 
overlooking  the  valley  about  and  around  Freder- 
icksburg, where  we  remained  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  and  night,  without  anything  of 
importance  occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  cannonading  became 
very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until 
the  fire  was  extended  along  our  whole  line.    Dur- 


I. 


ing  this  artillery  duel  several  of  the  men  upon 
the  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one  seri- 
ously, in  Company  F.  About  one  o'clock  we  were 
again  ordered  back,  and  formed  line  of  battle  four 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  former  position. 
After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  time  the 
roar  of  musketrv  plainly  indicated  that  the  battle 
had  commencedL  We  then  'moved  forward  to 
what  is  called  *'  the  military  road,''  under  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  &c  We  were  there  halted  a  few' mo- 
ments, then  ordered  by  the  right  flank,  moving 
forward  perhaps  half  a  mile,  when  halted  again 
for  a  few  moments,  throwing  out  skirmishers  at 
the  same  time,  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle 
for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  fence  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  and 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  was  a 
little  after  dark,  then  we  moved  back  to  the  mili- 
tary road  and  remained  until  near  daylight,  when 
we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a'  position  in 
front  along  the  railroad.  In  this  position  we 
remained  ouring  the  day  and  night  with  no  other 
casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  in  Company  E 
The  firing  continued  during  the  along 

the  whole  line  of  skirmishers ;  remaiiyng  in  this 
position  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were  re- 
lieved near  daylight  by  General  Rodes'a  brigade, 
when  we  took  up  the  hne  of  march,  moving  oack 
perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  we  remained 
until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  this 
period  we  were  ordered  to  move,  taking  the 
direction  of  Port  Royal,  we  marched  until  a  late 
hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of 

in  Caroline  county,  Vir^ia,  where  we  now 
are.  I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  with  the  excep- 
tions already  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  that 
men  and  officers  never  behaved  so  gallantly,  and, 
in  justice  to  aU,  I  can  give  no  one  more  praise 
than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all  were  at 
their  posts  and  did  their  duty.  Annexed  yon 
will  find  list  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  W1LLLAM8, 
LieutenaDt-Colonel,  commanding  Regiment. 

Lid  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteers: 

Company  D,  —  Wounded :  Cyrus  Lotta,  acci- 
dentally in  fing^. 

Company  h,  —  Wounded :  John  Harris,  seri- 
ously in  abdomen. 

Company  F.  —  Wounded:  Lieutenant  John 
M.  Brown,  slightly  in  leg ;  Private  Alfred  Sheflet, 
leg  amputated ;  Sergeant  J.  Dunlop,  slifffatly  in 
shoulder;  Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  in  leg; 
John  Jorden,  slightly  in  arm ;  Wm.  T.  Baily, 
slightly  in  shoulder;  James  Trimble,  slightly  m 
knee. 

Company  L,  —  Wounded:  Corporal  Gerard 
Kin,  slighuy  in  leg ;  F.  M.  Wood,  accidental  in 
fineer. 

Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 
Eespectftilly, 

C.  H.  Calhoun, 

Acting  A^lntaat. 
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Doc.  3. 

BATTLE  OF   FREDERICKSBURG,  VA. 

REPLY' OF   HAJ.-GEN.  FRANKLIN.* 

On  the  sixth  day  of  April  last  a  Report,  pur- 
porting to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Comnuttee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  was  pub- 
lished in  many  of  the  leading  papers  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Congress  expired,  bv  con- 
stitutional umitation,  on  the  fourth  of  March 
prcTious.  Some  of  the  testimony  embodied  in 
the  report  has  been  taken  since  that  time,  and, 
consequently,  this  document  has  been  spread  be- 
l(}re  the  country  without  having  been  submitted 
to  either  branch  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  refer  to  this  irre&^ar  proceeding  of  a 
comnuttee  which  had  ceased  to  have  a  legal  ex- 
istence as  a  defence  against  the  charges  of  which 
they  have  convicted  me,  but  as  one  of  the  facts 
^ly  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
report  itself,  and  the  purposes  it  was  intended 
to  subserve. 

The  committee  have  not  devoted  much  space 
to  me,  either  in  citations  of  testimony  or  in  state- 
ments of  their  own ;  but  in  that  hmited  space 
they  have  presented  me  before  the  country  as 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of 
the  orders  of  General  Burnside. 

If  this  be  true,  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  high- 
est crime  known  to  the  militarjilaw,  for  the  com- 
mission of  which  my  life  is  forfeit  and  my  name 
consigned  to  infamy. 

Jtistice  to  the  countrj',  to  the  administration 
vhich  has  given  me  important  commands  in  its 
armies,  and  to  myself,  demands  that  I  meet  these 
grave  allegations  as  promptly  as  possible ;  while, 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
mode  I  adopt  is  the  only  one  open  to  me. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  report,  I  have  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  informing  me  that  there  are 
DO  charges  on  file  against  me  at  the  department, 
to  which,  as  a  soldier,  I  am  amenable.  I  am  not 
it  liberty  to  ignore  a  report  which  has  already 
reached  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the  loyal  people 
of  the  United  States,  emanating  from  a  com- 
iBittee  of  their  representatives  in  Congress,  be- 
cause the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment has  taken  upon  itself  duties  that  belong  to 
the  executive.  1  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  in  its  immediate  public 
•specL  If  it  affected  only  myself,  I  might  be 
veil  contented  with  the  verdict  which  history  will 
pais  upon  the  transaction,  under  the  sacred  law 
whkh  governs  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  truth. 

For  two  years  we  have  been  struggling  to  sub- 
^  a  rebeilion  to  enormous  in  its  proportions 
and  so  persistent  in  its  purposes  that  it  has  be- 
come a  revolution. 


This  government  has  put  into  the  field  over 
seven  hundred  thousand  men.  To  discipline 
these  men,  and  to  lead  them  in  the  field,  the 
country  must  depend  upon  such  as  have  been 
educated,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  military 
science.  Hence  it  is  a  public  question  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  whether  an  officer 
who  has  held  important  commands  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  or  has  justly  forfeited  his  claim  to  it. 
It  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  ^sjointed  con- 
dition of  the  times,  that  at  the  ver)'  moment  when 
the  Qation  is  offering  its  blood  and  treasure  with- 
out stint  in  the  efibrt  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
principles  of  civil  libertv,  a  citizen  of  that  nation, 
however  humble,  shall  be  accused,  tried,  and  con- 
den^ned  of  an  infamous  crime,  before  a  tribunal 
sitting  in  secret  session,  without  notice,  or  even 
an  intimation  of  the  chaj-ges  made  against  him ; 
without  the  opportunity  to  confront  or  examine 
the  witnesses  brought  against  him ;  to  be  himself 
called  and  interrogated,  in  utter  ignorance  that 
he  is  under  trial ;  and,  finally,  to  be  denied  per- 
mission to  produce  witnesses,  when  the  fact  be- 
came apparent  to  him  that  he  was,  for  some  unex- 
plained reason,  in  danger  of  condemnation. 

Since  the  time  when  the  comer-stone  of  all 
civil  liberty  was  laid  under  that  government  from 
which  we  derive  our  laws,  which  gives  to  the 
naeanest  subject,  or  the  greatest  criminal,  the 
right  to  meet  his  accusers  face  to  face  and  to 
confront  his  witnesses,  no  parallel  can  be  found, 
in  the  history  of  constitutional  governments,  so 
startling  in  its  violations  of  all  that  is  sacred  in 
personal  rights,  as  are  the  proceedings  of  the 
secret  tribunals  created  by  the  Congress  which 
has  iust  expired. 

The  report  in  question  has  been  pyen  to  the 
press,  but  no  part  of  the  evidence  is  published, 
except  such  ^tracts  as  the  committee  nave  seen 
fit  to  embody  in  the  report  itself.  Of  my  own 
testimony  given  before  the  committee,  but  a 
small  part  is  printed.  I  shall  therefore  submit  to 
the  public  some  facts,  stated  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  published,  and  some 
of  the  proofs  which  I  reouested  the  committee 
to  take,  but  which  they  declined,  upon  the  ground 
that  they  had  not  the  time  to  take  the  testimony. 

Among  the  facts  submitted  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  noticed,  are  some 
which  I  must  repeat  in  substance  here. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December  last,  when  I 
crossed  the  Rappahannock,  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Left  Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  which  numbered  about  forty  thousan<i^ 
men.  It  was  entirely  crossed  and  posted  in  line 
of  battle  by  three  o'clock  of  that  day.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  two  corps  of  three  divisions 
each.  At  five  o'clock  General  Burnside  came  to 
my  headquarters,  where  he  met -^  with  me  — 
Generals  William  F.  Smith  and  John  F.  Reynolds, 
corps  commanders.  The  subject  of  conversation 
was  a  proposed  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  when  I  strongly  advised  Gen- 
eral Burnside  to  make  an  attack  n'om  my  division 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  with  a  column  of  at  least 
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thirty  thousand  men,  to  be  sent  in  at  daylight  in 
the  morning.  At  that  time  two  divisions  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  were  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  near  the  bridges  that  I  had  crossed. 
In  order  to  make  such  an  attack  as  I  advised,  I 
informed  General  Bumside  that  these  two  divis- 
ions must  be  crossed  during  the  ni^ht  I  reiter- 
ated my  request  that  I  should  receive  my  orders 
as  early  as  possible,  that  I  might  make  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  of  the  troops  before  daylight 
He  stated  at  one  time  that  I  should  have  my  or- 
ders in  any  event  before  midnight,  and  at  another, 
that  I  should  have  them  in  two  or  three  hpurs. 
He  left  my  headquarters  about  six  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  I  awaited  his  orders  during  the  night  None 
reached  me  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  ihidnight  I  sent  an  aid  to  ask  for 
them,  and  received  the  reply  that  they  were  being 
prepared,  and  would  be  sent  forthwith.  The  order 
which  I  received  was  brought  by  General  Hardie, 
of  General  Bumside's  staff,  well  known  in  the  ser- 
vice as  an  able  and  zealous  officer.  It  reached 
my  hands  at  7h.  30m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth.  My  command  was  then  in  the  same 
position  as  when  General  Bumside  left  my  head- 
quarters the  evening  previous.  The  night  had 
passed  without  orders,  and  General  Hooker's  two 
divisions  were  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
With  the  light  furnished  by  this  state  of  facts, 
General  Bumside's  order,  though  incongmous  and 
contradictory  on  its  face,  admitted  of  but  one  in- 
terpretation, viz.,  that  he  intended  to  make  an 
armed  observation  from  the  left,  to  ascertain  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  —  an  interpretation  also 

'ven  to  it  by  both  of  my  corps  commanders. 

ihe  order  is  as  follows :  • 

»*  Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac,  ) 
December  13,  5.55  A.M.     ( 

**  Mqjor- General  Franklin,  commanding  Left 
Grand  Division,  Army  of  Potomac : 
**  General  Hardie  will  carry  this  despatch  to  you 
and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.  The  Gen- 
eral commanding  directs  that  you  keep  your 
whole  command  in  position  for  a  rapid  movement 
down  the  Old  Richmond  road ;  and  you  will  send 
out  at  once  a  division  at  least,  to  pass  below 
Smithfield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Captain  Hamilton's,  on  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported,  and 
its  line  of  rdreat  open.  He  has  ordered  another 
column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be  moved  from 
General  Sumner's  command  up  the  Plank  road  to 
its  intersection  with  the  Telegraph  road,  where 
thev  will  divide,  with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights 
«n  both  those  roads.  Holding  these  heights,  with 
the  heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  he 
hopes,  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole 
ridge  between  these  points. 

"  He  makes  these  moves  by  columns  distant 
from  each  other,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  the 
possibility  of  a  collision  of  our  own  forces,  which 
might  occur  in  a  general  movement  during  the 
fog.  Two  of  General  Hooker's  divisions  are  in 
your  rear,  at  the  bridges,  and  will  remain  there 
as  supports.  Copies  of  instructions  given  to 
Geneims  Sumner  and  Hooker  will  be  forwarded 


11 


to  you  by  an  orderly  very  soon.  Tou  wHl  keep 
your  whole  command  in  readiness  to  move  cU  once 
as  soon  as  the  fog  lifts.  The  watchword,  which, 
if  possible,  should  be  given  to  every  company, 
will  be  *  8cott: 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
•*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  «*  John  G.  Parke, 

*«Chief  of  stair." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  after  ordering  me  to 
keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness  for  a  rapid 
movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road,  I  was 
directed  to  send  out  at  once  a  division  at  least  Xjq 
seize  the  hill  at  Hamilton's.  After  referring  to 
the  order  to  General  Sumner,  he  reiterates  the 
direction  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  the  Richnwnd  road  movement. 

For  three  hours  before  the  order  reached  me  I 
was  satisfied  that  General  Bumside  had  given  up 
the  idea  (if  he  ever  entertained  it)  of  making  an 
attack  in  force  from  the  left,  for  the  delay  ia 
sending  the  orders  made  such  an  attack  impossi- 
ble with  any  reasonable  chance  of  success.  And 
in  this  connection  it  is  not  improper  in  me  to  state 
that  a  map,  made  by  the  rebel  Cteneral  Jackson's 
topographical  engineer,  has  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  our  officers  since  General  Hooker  has  been  in 
command,  from  which  it  is  apparent  that  the 
enemy's  position  could  not  have  oeen  carried  by 
any  force  less  than  that  recommended  by  me  on 
the  aftemoon  of  the  twelfth. 

General  Bumside  knew  the  strength  in  numbers 
and  position,  as  well  as  the  desperate  determina- 
tion of  the  rebel  Irmy.  Had  he  intended  a  move- 
ment in  force,  his  orders  both  to  myself  and  Gen- 
eral Sumner  would  have  been  commensurate  vith 
such  a  purpose.  Had  he  expected  me  to  make 
such  an  attack  upon  an  enemy  whom  I  had  met 
too  often  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  underrating, 
he  would  have  ^ven  me  the  night  in  which  to 
make  a  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  conffict 
of  the  morrow,  instead  ot  leaving  me  to  pass  it  in 
sleepless  anxiety  in  my  tent. 

General  Bumside  ought  to  have  known,  and 
doubtless  did  know,  that  to  make  his  **  main  at- 
tack," and  thereby  bring  on  a  general  engagement 
on  my  front,  under  an  order  of  this  description, 
sent  after  daylight  in  the  morning,  was  to  s'end 
his  troops  to  a  useless  and  unavailable  slaughter ; 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  have  intended  iL  I 
acted  upon  the  order  at  once,  as  nearly  according 
to  its  literal  directions  as  was  in  my  power.  The 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  led  by  General  Meade, 
one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  our  service,  supported 
by  General  Gibbon  on  his  right,  and  General 
Doubleday  in  reserve.  These  three  divisions 
formed  one  of  the  two  corps  (General  Reynolds's) 
under  my  command  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Shortly  after  Meade  advanced,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared  on  the  left,  accompanied  by 
artillery,  and  Doubleday  was  ordered  to  drive 
them  away.  Soon  after  these  troops  were  ad- 
vanced, finding  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  all 
sides,  I  sent  to  General  Stoneman  to  cross  with 
one  of  bis  divisions,  and  before  that  had  entirety 
crossed  his  second  division  was  also  ordered  over. 
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The  crossing  of  these  diTisions  (which  should 
have  heen  made  during  the  previous  nighty  had 
an  attack  in  force  been  contemplated)  occupied  at 
least  three  hours.  WhOe  this  was  ffoing  on,  one 
of  General  Smith's  divisions  was  uso  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Reynolds.  Of  these  several 
movements  Geheral  Bumside  was  kept  informed, 
by  reports  made  by  General  Hardie  to  him  at  in- 
tervals during  the  day ;  and  between  7.40  A.  M. 
and  3.40  P.  M.  it  was  reported  to  him,  by  an  offi- 
cer of  his  own  staff,  that  out  of  the  eight  divisions 
composing  my  entire  command,  including  the 
two  (Uvisions  that  had  been  ordered  across  the 
river,  six  divisions  had  been  employed  in  making 
the  effort  to  seise  Hamilton's  hill,  keeping  the  at- 
tacking force  supported,  and  in  checking  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  while  but  two  divisions  were 
left  to  protect  the  midges,  the  right  and  the  centre, 
and  to  Keep  the  line  of  retreat  open,  and  which  two 
divisions  were  actually  attacked  durine  the  day. 

After  my  testimony  had  been  taken  bv  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  declined  to  call  General 
Hardie  as  a  witness,  I  asked  permission  to  hand 
them  copies  of  the  reports  made  by  him  to  Gen- 
eral Bumside  during  the  day.  This  request  was 
granted ;  and  although  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
state the  value  of  the  testimony  contained  in  these 
despatches,  fourteen  in  number,  sent  from  the  field 
of  battle  by  an  officer  of  the  staff  of  General 
Bumside,  who  could  have  had  no  motive  at  the 
time  to  state  anything  but  the  exact  truth,  as  the 
events  were  transpiring  under  his  own  eyes,  yet 
no  mention  of,  or  reference  to,  these  despatches  is 
made  by  the  committee  in  their  report.  As 
they  present  a  statement  of  the  transactions  of 
Y  the  (w  upon  the  left,  as  seen  by  a  competent  and 
impamal  witness,  I  present  them  in  mil,  in  the 
oraer  in  which  they  were  sent.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  first  despatch  is  dated  at  7.40  a.  m.  This 
despatch  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

**  HEAUQUABTBBS  FBAHKU!ff*S  GRAND  DIVISION,  ( 

December  13, 7.40  A.  M.     ) 
"  General  Bumside : 

**  General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the 
movement  from  our  left ;  but  it  is  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

**  James  A.  Hardie, 

<*  Brigmdier-General  Volt.,  Assittant  Inspector  General." 

The  telegraph  station  connecting  with  General 
Bumside's  headquarters  was  about  one  third  of 
a  mile  from*  my  headquarters,  so  that  bv  eight 
o'clock  of  that  morning  General  Bumside  was 
informed  by  his  Assistant  Inspector-General  of 
the  fact  that  I  had  sent  General  Meade's  division 
to  make  the  movement  directed  by  him.  I  sub- 
mit, with  entire  confidence,  that  iiad  General 
Bumside,  upon  the  receipt  of  General  Hardie's 
first  despatcn,  discovered  that  I  had  either  misap- 
prehended his  order,  or  was  sending  too  small  a 
force  to  its  execution,  he  would  at  the  moment 
have  corrected  my  misapprehension. 

So  far  from  that.  General  Bumside  did  not  com- 
municate with  me  in  any  manner  from  that  time 
untfl  2.25  P.  BL  of  that  day,  when  he  sent  me  an 
order  in  writing,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  my 


intlructiont  of  this  morning  were  so  far  modified 
cu  to  require  an  cidoance  upon  the  heights  imme- 
diaiely  in  my  front.  General  Hardie's  despatch 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  is  as  follows : 

*•  Hbadquabtebs  Left  Grand  Division,  I 
**  Dooember  13, 2.25  r.  m.     | 

"  General  Bumside: 

**  Despatch  received.  ^  Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in ;  will  report  soon  again. 

<*  James  A.  Hardie, 

**  BrigMlier-Qenersl  Yolonteer*.*' 

Later  in  the  day,  and  after  three  o'clock,  when 
every  regiment  tliat  I  could  spare  was  engaged  in 
various  parts  of  the  field  (as  will  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  Hardie's  reports,  and  General  Bumside's 
own  testimony  hereafter  given)  with  an  enemy 
that  fpreatly  outnumbered  us,  and  when  all  my 
energies  were  directed  to  save  the  wing  from  being 
overpowered,  and  its  line  of  retreat  cut  off,  I  re- 
ceived a  verbal  message  from  General  Burnaide, 
by  one  of  his  staff,  that  General  Sumner's  troops 
were  being  hard  pressed,  with  a  request  to  make 
a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  To  this  I  also 
responded  that  I  would  do  my  best 

For  the  details  of  what  was  done  by  me  during 
the  day,  I  leave  General  Hardie's  despatches  to 
speak  for  themselves.  He  was  at  my  side  frt>m 
shortly  after  sunrise  until  sunset.  He  not  only 
knew  of  every  order  and  movement  made  by  me, 
or  under  my  direction,  but  was  a  perfectly  compe- 
tent judge  of  their  wisdom  and  sufficiency. 

In  the  performance  of  an  act  of  common  justice 
he  has  placed  these  despatches  at  my  disposaL* 

The  toUowinff  are  copies  of  all  those  sent  by  him 
on  the  thirteenu  of  December,  the  day  of  the  battle : 

HSAOQUABTEBS  FBANKLIN*S  GRAND  DIVISION,  ) 

December  13,  7.40  A.  M.     ( 
General  Bumside: 

General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the  move- 
ment from' our  left;  but  it  is  just  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

0  o'clock  A.  M. 

General  Meade  just  moved  out  Doubleday  sup- 
ports him.  Meade's  skirmishers  engaged,  how* 
ever,  at  once  with  enemy's  skirmishers.  Battery 
opening,  on  Meade  probably,  from  position  on 
Old  Richmond  road. 

11  o'clock  A.  M. 

Meade  advanced  half  a  mile,  and  holds  on.  In- 
fantry of  enemy  in  woods  in  front  of  extreme  left, 
also  m  front  of  Howe.  Ne  loss  so  far  of  great 
importance.  General  Vinton  badly  but  not  dan- 
gerously wounded. 

Later — Beynolds  has  heen  forced  to  dewlap 
his  whole  line.  An  attack  of  some  force  of  ene- 
my's troops  on  our  left  seems  probable,  as  far  as 
can  now  be  judged.  Stoneman  has  been  directed 
to  cross  one  division  to  support  our  left  Report 
of  cavalry  pickets  from  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
that  enemy's  troops  were  moving  down  the  river 

•  In  addition  to  the  forces  referred  to  in  these  devnatcbet, 
a  dirision  from  General  Wilcox's  corps  reported  to  m« 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  pnt  in  the  vleinitf  of  the 
bridges ;  too  late,  however,  to  aid  In  any  of  the  operations 
on  the  extreme  left. 
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Q  this  side  daring  the  latter  part  of  the  night 
[owe's  pickets  reported  movements  in  their  front, 
ime  direction.  Still  they  have  a  strong  force 
ell  posted,  with  batteries  there. 

12  o'clock  M. 

Bimey's  division  is  now  getting  into  position, 
liat  done,  Reynolds  will  order  Meade  to  advance, 
batteries  over  the  river  are  to  shell  the  enemy's 
position  in  the  woods  in  front  of  Reynolds's  left 
ie  thinks  the  effect  will  be  to  protect  Meade's 
idvance.  A  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is 
(ansing  along  the  crest  of  the  hills  from  right  to 

eft,  as  we  look  at  it. 

12JS  p.  M. 

General  Meade's  line  is  advancing  in  the  direc- 
don  you  prescribed  this  morning. 

^       '^  1  o'clock  p.  M. 

Enemy  opened  a  battery  on  Rejrnolds,  enfilading 
Meade.  Reynolds  has  opened  all  his  batteries 
on  it ;  no  report  yet  Reynolds  hotly  engaged  at 
this  moment ;  wul  report  m  a  few  moments  again. 

1.15  o'clock  p.  M. 
Heavy  engagements  of  infantry.    Enemy  in 
force  where  battery  is.    Meade  is  assaulting  the 
hill ;  will  report  in  a  few  minutes  agaiq. 

\M  o'clock  p.  M . 
Meade  is  in  the  woods  in  his  front ;  seems  to  be 
able  to  hold  on.  Reynolds  will  push  Gibbon  in  if 
necessary.  The  battery  and  woods  referred  to 
must  be  near  Hamilton's  house.  The  infantry 
ftring  is  prolonged  and  quite  heavy.  Things  Iook 
veil  enough.    Men  in  fine  spirits. 

1.40  o'clock  p.  M. 
Meade  having  carried  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
position  in  the  woods,  we  have  three  hundred 
prisoners.  Enemy's  batteries  on  extreme  left  re- 
tired Tough  work;  men  fight  well.  Gibbon 
has  advanced  to  Meade's  right ;  men  fight  well, 
driving  the  enemy.  Meade  has  suffered  severely. 
Doubleday  to  Mode's  left  not  engaged. 

2|  o'clock  p.  M. 
^  Gibbon  and  Meade  driven  back  from  the  woods. 
Newton  gone  forward.  Jackson's  corps  of  the 
enemy  attacks  on  the  left.  General  Gibbon  slight- 
ly wounded.  General  Bayard  mortaUy  wounded 
by  a  shelL  Things  do  not  look  as  well  on  Rey- 
nolds's front,  still  well  have  new  troops  in  soon. 

2.25  p.  M. 
Despatch  received.    Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in — will  report  soon  again. 

8  o'clock  p.  M . 
Reynolds  seems  to  be  holding  his  own.    Things 
look  better  somewhat. 

3.40  o'clock  r.  M. 
Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions  are  badly  used 
^p.  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy  on 
j"L  .  «^?not  be  made  this  afternoon.  Double- 
<»ar>  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon  as  it 
<^  be  collected,  and  if  it  be  done  in  time,  of 
course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The  enemy 
J^  m  force  in  the  woods  on  our  left  towards  Ham- 
uton  B,  and  are  threatening  the  safety  of  that  por- 
«on  of  our  line.    They  seem  to  have  detached  a 


portion  of  their  force  to  our  front,  where  Howe 
and  Brooks  are  now  engaged.  Brooks  has  some 
prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the  railroad.  Just  as 
soon  as  the  left  is  safe,  our  forces  here  will  be 
prepared  for  a  front  attack,  but  it  may  be  too  late 
this  afternoon.  Indeed,  we  are  eng^ed  in  front 
anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the  unpleasant  items 
I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of  the  troops  is 
good. 

4|  o'clock  p.  M. 
The  enemy  is  still  in  force  on  our  left  and  front 
An  atti|ck  on  our  batteries  in  front  has  been  re- 
pulsed. A  new  attack  has  just  opened  on  our 
left,  but  the  left  is  safe,  though  it  is  too  late  to 
advance  either  to  the  left  or  front 

I  am  willing  to  abide  by  this  testimon]|r,  to 
determine  whether  I  lost  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of  an 
order  directing  me  "  to  attack  with  a  division  at 
least,  and  to  keep  it  well  supported." 

On  the  night  following  i  was  with  General 
Bumside  at  ms  headquarters,  when  he  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  renew  the  attack  from  the 
right,  and  to  lead  the  Ninth  corps  in  person.  At 
two  interviews  during  that  ni^h^  (which  lasted  at 
least  two  hours,)  he  did  not  mtimate  to  me  any 
dwapprobation  of  my  conduct,  or  of  that  of  my 
officers  anil  men,  during  that  day. 

Again  I  urged  upon  him  that  if  the  attack  was 
to  be  renewed  to  renew  it  from  the  left,  but  with 
such  force  and  nreparations  as  would  command 
success.  An  order,  however,  for  an  attack  from 
the  right  was  given  by  him.  On  the  following 
dav  I  had  another  interview  with  General  Bum- 
side,  at  his  request,  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
strong  protests  were  made  against  a  renewal  of 
the  attack  by  Generals  Sumner  and  Hooker,  and 
he  abandoned  the  plan  of  another  attack  with  ex- 
pressions of  the  greatest  reluctance.  I  was  with 
nim  for  two  or  tmree  hours  on  that  occasion ;  and 
during  that  interview  he  did  not  express  or  inti- 
mate, in  his  language  or  deportment  toward  me, 
that  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with  my  conduct, 
and  that  of  my  officers  and  men.  On  the  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  following  I  had  another  inter- 
view with  him,  m  which,  so  far  from  expressing 
any  dissatisfaction  with  me,  he  stated  very  dis- 
tinctly, that  I  alone  of  his  generals  had  ''  held  up 
his  hands,"  (as  he  expressed  it ;)  that  he  had  fully 
determined  to  resign  his  command,  and  to  recom- 
mend me  as  his  successor,  as  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  left  grand  dirision,  although  frequently  called 
into  consiUtation  by  General  Bumside,  he  never 
had  told  me,  or  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I 
either  misconstraed  or  disobeved  his  orders,  or 
was  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  disaster  of 
the  thirteenth,  or  had  in  the  least  lost  his  confi- 
dence^ Indeed,  had  he  believed  that  I  had  diso- 
beyed his  orders  on  the  thirteenth,  he  could  not 
have  discharged  his  duty  to  the  country  without 
preferring  charges  against  me  to  that  efiect. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  time  last  referred 
to  that  the  General  Order  No.  8,  to  which  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-64. 


committee  have  made  reference  in  their  report, 
was  directed  to  be  issued  by  General  Bumside. 
The  committee  state  that  tnis  order  dismissed 
some  officers  from  the  service,  subject  to  the  ap- 

Sroval  of  the  President,  and  relieved  others  from 
uty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  that  General 
Burnside  asked  the  President  to  sanction  the  or- 
der, or  accept  his  resignation  as  Major-General  i 
that  the  President  acknowledged  that  General 
Bumside  was  right,  but  declined  to  decide  with- 
out consulting  with  some  of  his  advisers.  As  I 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  Vbe  Poto- 
mac almost  immediately  after  this  interview  with 
the  President,  I  shall  assume  that  I  was  one  of 
the  officers  thus  relieved  in  the  order;  an  assump- 
tion I  could  not  make  from  any  evidence  derived 
from  General  Burnside's  conduct  to  me  when  we 
were  together,  but  which  I  am  compelled  to  make, 
because  I  have  been  so  informed  by  two  gentle- 
men of  high  character,  who  have  seen  and  read 
the  order. 

It  further  appears  from  the  report,  that  the 
committee  had  Uiat  order  before  them ;  and  as 
they  have  seen  fit  to  visit  upon  me  solely  the 
responsibility  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, without  referring  in  any  manner  to  the 
repulse  on  the  riffht,  or  stating  its  fearful  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  state,  on 
the  authority  of  these  same  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  Order  No.  8,  that  under  (hat  onkr  General 
Hooker  was  one  of  the  officers  dismissed  from  ser- 
vice,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  If, 
therefore,  that  order  is  invoked  as  a  record  of 
conviction,  and,  by  it,  General  Hooker  is  dis- 
missed while  I  am  only  relieved,  I  have  the  right 
to  state  the  fact,  and  leave  the  public  to  judge  of 
the  motives  of  the  committee  —  it  stating  that 
they  have  not  considered  it  essential  to  report 
upon  the  operations  of  the  right  wing  in  this  bat- 
tle. Not  only  so,  but  I  have  a  right  to  challenge 
the  verity  of  the  statement  "  that  the  President 
acknowledged  General  Bumside  was  right,''  when 
it  was  known  to  the  committee  that  in  the  same 
order  in  which  the  President  relieved  General 
Bumside  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  made  General  Hooker  his  successor. 
But  I  shall  not  accept  it  as  conclusive  against 
my  conduct,  that  General  Bumside  did  recom- 
mend that  I  should  be  relieved.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  times  that  after  the  failure  of 
his  attempt  upon  the  rebel  army  behind  the 
heights  of  Fredericksburg,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Halleck,  relieving  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  General-in-Chief  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  that  movement ;  and  it  is  equally  true, 
though  not  so  publicly  known,  that  shortly  after 
that  Tetter  was  published,  General  Burnside  made 
quite  as  formal  and  earnest  a  request  to  the  Pres- 
ident to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
General-in-Chief  from  the  positions  severally  oc- 
cupied by  them,  as  he  did  to  dismiss  certain  of 
his  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  If  it  was 
true  that  the  movement  was  his  own,  it  was  but  an 
act  of  common  justice  to  assume  its  responsibility. 
Without  intending  to  reflect  upon  that  kind  of 
magnanimity  that  takes  the  responsibility  of  a 


failure  from  the  shoulders  of  those  above  us,  and 
places  it  upon  those  below  us,  I  will  prove,  by 
documentary  evidence  from  General  Bumside's 
hand,  that  his  plan,  as  given  to  the  committee, 
was  not  the  plan  on  which  he  conducted  Uie 
operations  of  the  battle. 

The  committee  have  printed  General  Biimside's 
plan  of  attack  as  given  by  him.  By  the  side  of 
this,  I  print  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  General 
Bumside  to  General  Halleck,  dated  December 
nineteenth,  six  days  after  the  battle,  by  which  it 
appears  that  he  intended  to  make  his  **  vigorous 
attack,''  as  he  there  calls  it,  over  two  miles  from 
my  front  and  upon  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  the 
town  of  Fredencksburg,  and  that  part  of  his  order 
to  me  in  which  he  injfbrmed  me  of  the  orders 
which  he  had  given  to  General  Sumner,  showing 
that  General  Sumner's  movement  was  to  be  simul- 
taneous with  mine.  In  this  he  states  the  meas- 
ures taken  to  avoid  a  collision  between  General 
Sumner's  forces  and  mine,  while  in  the  plan  be- 
fore the  committee  he  is  represented  as  testifying 
that  he  did  not  mean  that  General  Sunmer  should 
move  until  I  Iiad  taken  the  position  designated  in 
the  order. 

General  Bumside^s  Plan  of  Attack,  as  given  by 
the  Committee, 
*'  The  enemy  had  cut  a  road  along  in  the  rear 
of  the  line  of  heights  where  we  made  our  attack, 
by  means  of  ^\  hich  thev  connected  the  two  wings 
of  their  arm)-,  and  avoided  a  long  detour  around 
through  a  had  country.  I  obtained  from  a  colored 
man,  from  the  other  side  of  the  town,  information 
in  regard  to  this  new  road,  which  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wanted  to  obtain  possession  of  that 
new  road,  and  that  was  my  reason  for  making  an 
attack  on  the  extreme  left.  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position 
had  been  taken,  which  I  supposed  would  stagger 
the  enemy,  cutting  their  line  in  two ;  and  then  I 
proposed  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  their  front 
and  drive  them  out  of  their  works." 

General  Bumside^s  Plan  Of  Attack,  in  his  Letter 
to  General  Halleck. 
**1  discovered  that  he  did  not  anticipate  the 
crossing  of  our  whole  force  at  Fredericksburg, 
and  I  hoped,  by  rapidly  throwing  the  whole  com- 
mand over  at  that  place  to  separate,  by  a  vigorous 
attack,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  below 
from  the  forces  behind  and  on  the  crest  in  ike 
rear  of  the  town,  iii  which  case  we  could  fight  him 
with  great  advantage  in  our  favor.  For  this  we 
had  to  gain  a  height  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
crest  which  commanded  a  new  road  lately  made 
by  the  enemy,"  &c 

Extract  from  General  Bumsid^s  Order  to  nu^ 
informing  me  of  General  Sumner^s  Orders, 

<*  He  has  ordered  another  column  of  a  division 
or  more  to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
conunand  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
of  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  dinde, 
with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of 
those  roads.    Holding  these  heights,  with  the 
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heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  inJH,  I  hope, 
compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole  riage 
between  these  points.  He  makes  those  moves 
by  columns,  disUnt  from  each  other,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  collision  of  our 
own  forces,  which  might  occur  in  a  genera  move- 
ment daring  the  fog." 

The  statements  in  General  Bumside's  letter  to 
General  Halleck,  his  statement  in  the  order  of  the 
thirteen^)  to  me,  and  his  statement  of  his  plan 
before  the  committee,  all  agree  upon  one  point  at 
least— that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  his  "  main 
attack  "  under  either  of  those  orders.  *  Under  the 
orders  he  issued  he  designed  seizing,  first,  ^e 
heights  in  rear  of  the  town ;  next,  the  heights 
near  Captain  Hamilton's,  which  he  supposed 
would  stagger  the  enemy ;  and  then,  be  proposed 
to  make  a  '*  direct  atiack"  in  the  enemy's  front, 
and  drive  him  out  of  his  works.  The  orders  not 
only  agree  in  this,  but  the  fact,  in  all  the  signifi- 
cant proportions  of  its  results,  in  killed  and 
woonaed,  was  before  the  oommiMee,  that  Gen^iil 
Snmner^s  command  did  actually  move  to  Seize 
"those  heights  on  the  crest  in  rear  of  the  town," 
almost  as  soon  as  I  did  at  that  time.  I  had  not 
only  not  taken  the  position  at  Captain  Hamilton's, 
bat  was  crossing  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the 
rirer  to  save  th6se  wftio  had  been  sent  to  make 
the  attempt  General  Bumside  waS  informed  of 
all  this  by  General  Hardie  as  the  effort  proCTessed. 
How  then  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  that  General 
Bnmside  could  have  so  far  forgotten  his  inten- 
tions as  to  say,  "  that  Tie  did  not  intend  making 
ike  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position  (my 
position)  had  been  taken  ?  '^  If  he  did  not  intend 
to  do  so,  why  did  be  make  the  attack  before  the 
contingency  happened  ?  He  kaew  that  the  posi- 
tion on  the  left  was  not  taken )  why  then  did  he 
order  General  Sumner  forward  if  his  intention 
was  to  keep  him  back  until  it  was  taken  ?  If  he 
did  not  intend  that  General  Sumner  should  move 
until  I  had  taken  the  heights  at  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, what  does  this  language  in  his  order  to  me 
aean,  ''He  has  ordered  another  colunm, «f  a  <2t- 
tititm  or  more,to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
command  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
with  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  divide 
with  a  view  of  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of  those 
roads?  Holding  these  Jieights  with  the  heights 
^i^^ar  Captain  Hamilton*8  will,  he  hopes,  &c.  He 
nttkes  these  moves  by  columns  distant  from  each 
other  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a 
coUmon  of  our  oton  forces,  which  might  occur  in 
a  general  movement  during  the  fog." 

This  is  the  language  of  a  simultaneous  move- 
iBcnt ;  and  that  no  doubt  may  be  left  about  it,  he 
gi^es  as  a  reason  why  he  keeps  the  moving  col- 
onns  distant  from  each  other,  that  they  might  not 
CQcounter  each  other  in  a  fog.  If  both  columns 
vere  not  to  be  moved  at  the  same  time,  it  is  dif- 
^cnk  to  see  how  they  could  have  collided  in  a  fog. 
It  is,  ther^ore,  perfectly  evident  that  under 
both  orders  issued  that  morning  by  General  Bum- 
ode,  he  imagined  that  he  could  seize  certain 
boghts  over  two  miles  distant  from  each  other, 


with  the  comparatively  small  force  of  a  division 
sufficiently  supported,  for  each  column,  and  that 
when  these  were  taken,  he  expected  to  follow  up, 
by  orders  for  a  main  attack  with  the  "  whole  com- 
mand," which  I  was  to  keep  in  ''  position  for  a 
rapid  movement  down  the  Old  Ricnmond  road." 
In  the  execution  of  these  orders,  the  enemy  dis- 
covered himself  in  force  so  much  greater  than 
General  Bumside  anticipated,  that  the  plan 
proved  totally  inadequate  to  its  expected  results. 

The  disaster  which  followed  is  a  matter  of  his- 
taryy  and  oonsidering  the  pressure  to  which  the 
mind  of  the  commanding  General  must  have  been 
subjected  since  that  time,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find 
a  reasoa  why  his  present  recollection  of  his  plan 
differs  so  materially  from  the  orders  which  he  gave 
before  the  movement  was  made ;  but  I  submit  that 
is  an  insufficient  reason  for  visiting  the  conse- 
quences of  the  failure  upon  his  subordinate  in 
command. 

After  reciting  the  order,  the  committee  state 
that  when  last  before  them,  I  considered  the 
meaning  of  the  order  to  be  an  armed  observation 
to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  was.  They  then 
proceed  as  follows :  *'  In  his  (Franklin's)  testimony 
given  when  your  committee  were  at  Falmouth, 
he  says,  '  I  put  in  all  the  troops  that  I  thought 
it  pmdent  and  proper  to  put  in.  I  fought  the 
whole  strength  of  my  command  as  far  as  I  could, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  my  connection  with 
the  river  open.' "  These  two  statements  seem  to 
be  presented  under  the  idea  that  they  convict  me 
of  an  inconsistency,  and  in  the  report  furnished 
by  the  committee  to  one  of  the  newspapers,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  entitled  "  Tribune  War  Tract, 
No.  1,"  this  statement  of  the  committee  is  headed, 
in  capital  letters,  "  Franklin's  inconsistent  state- 
ments." What  inconsistency  is  there  between  my 
interpretation  of  the  second  clause  of  the  order, 
that  It  was  for  an  armed  observation  to  ascertain 
where  the  enemy  was,  and  in  the  statement  that 
in  sending  in  this  armed  force  of  observation  I  hctd 
ascertained  where  the  enemy  was,  and  had  been 
compelled  to  fight  the  whole  strength  of  my  com- 
mand as  far  as  I  could,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
my  communication  witj^  the  river  open,  in  resist- 
ing a  superior  force,  which  had  discovered  itself 
on  three  sides  of  me?  But  the  committee,  in 
quoting  my  testimony,  for  some  reason  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  have  omitted  to  state  what  was 
testified  by  me  in  the  same  connection. 

By  referring  to  the  testimony  given  by  me  at 
Falmouth,  (which  has  heretofore  been  made  pub- 
lic,) I  find  that  the  words  immediately  following 
the  quotation  made  by  the  committee  in  their 
present  report  are  as  follows :  "  The  reason  that 
we  failed  was,  that  we  had  not  troops  enough  to 
carry  the  points  where  the  attack  was  made,  tm^ 
der  the  ordei^s  that  were  given,**  Why  the  com- 
mittee have  omitted  that  part  of  my  evidence, 
while  from  the  quotation  marks  the  reader  is  led 
to  suppose  the  whole  sentence  is  given,  I  shall 
not  stop  to  inquire. 

The  next  statement  in  the  report  refers  to  the 
nimiber  of  troops  with  which  the  attack  was  made 
by  me,  under  the  orders  to  send  out  **  a  division 
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at  least/'  to  seize  the  heights  near  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, and  that  is  headed  in  the  tract  in  the  same 
conspicuous  manner,  **  Franklin  responsible  for 
the  defeat" 

The  committee's  statement  on  this  subject  ocou* 
pies  but  a  few  lines,  and  admits  the  sending  out 
oy  me,  under  this  order,  of  four  divisions,  num- 
bering sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  men,  as 
stated  by  them,  without  ^ving  the  number  of 
Doubleday's  division,  which  was  nearly  seven 
thousand  more.  The  committee  name  only 
Meade's,  Gibbon's,  Doubleday's,  and  Bimey's  di- 
visions, as  those  by  which  the  attack  was  made 
and  supported.  They  had  it  in  proof,  and  in 
General  Bardie's  reports,  that  Newton's  and 
Sickles's  divisions  also  aided  in  that  movement, 
while  the  divisions  of  Howe  and  Brooks  also  en- 
gaged the  enemy  during  the  day.  However  easy 
of  explanation  it  may  be  that  the  employment  of 
Newton's  division  was  not  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port. It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sickles's 
division  should  be  omitted,  when  the  only  evi- 
dence they  have  published  on  this  subject  discloses 
the  fact  that  Sickles's  division  was  also  engaged. 

The  committee  further  say,  "that  the  attack 
was  in  reality  made  by  one  of  the  smallest  divis- 
ions in  my  command,  the  division  of  General 
Meade,  numbering  about  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men."  They  have  omitted  to  state  in  that 
connection  what  was  in  evidence  before  them, 
that  Meade's  division  was  posted  on  the  extreme 
left  of  my  line,  and  the  order  being  to  attack  at 
once,  was  consequently  best  posted  for  the  attack. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  no  braver  soldier 
or  better  officer  than  General  Meade,  to  lead  his 
division  to  the  attack. 

The  committee  next  say,  that  "  General  Bum- 
side,  upon  hearing  of  the  small  force  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy,  sent  an  order  to  General  Frank- 
lin to  make  a  vigorous  attack  with  his  whole 
force."  The  committee  do  not  state  when  Gen- 
eral Burnside  sent  to  me  any  order  after  that  re- 
ceived at  7.30  A.  M. ;  but  if  the  ordinary  construe- 
tion  is  to  be  put  upon  their  language,  they  intend 
to  be  understood  that  a  second  order  was  sent  to 
me  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  General  Har- 
die's  first  despatch  to  General  Burnside,  dated  at 
7.40  A.  M.,  in  which  he  was  informed  of  what  I 
proposed  to  do  under  the  order.  As  before  ob- 
served, this  despatch  must  have  been  received  by 
General  Bumsiae  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  So  that, 
according  to  the  report,  General  Burnside  sent  me 
a  second  order  to  make  a  **  vigorous  attack  with 
my  whole  force,"  shortly  after  eight  o'clock  A.  M. 
By  referring  to  General  Uardie's  reports,  it  will  be 
seen  that  tne  first  despatch  from  General  Bum- 
side,  after  that  brought  by  him,  is  dated  2.25  P.  M. 
in  which  he  states,  — 

*•  December  13, 2.25  p.  m. 

"  Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best 
New  troops  gone  in.    Will  report  soon  again." 

This  order,  so  far  from  being  an  order  to  make 
a  "  vigorous  attack  with  my  whole  force,"  directed 
me  as  follows : 

<'  Your  instractions  of  this  morning  are  so  far 


modi&ed  as  Utreqme  an  advance  tq)imiheheigMt 
immediaidy  in  yourfrcni.^ 

The  response  made  to  this  modification  of  the 
order  is  snown  by  General  Hardie's  despatch  to 
his  chief  just  given. 

The  committee  then  proceed :  *•  Several  of  the 
witnesses  te-stified,  that  had  the  attack.then  been 
renewed  with  all  the  available  force  under  General 
Franklin's  command,  it  would  have  been  success- 
ful" Who  these  witnesses  are  is  not  stated,  nor 
is  a  word  of  their  testimony  ^ven.  If  any  one 
upon  whose  opinion  the  pubhc  would  place  any 
reliance  has  been  found  to  express  sucn  an  opin- 
ion, it  has  been  given  in  ignorance  of  the  orders 
under  which  I  was  acting  during  the  day,  or  upon 
the  assumption  that  such  an  order  as  the  commit- 
tee state  I  did  receive,  was  issued  to  me  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day.  I  have  shown  that  no  audi 
order  was  issued,  and  that  the  second  order  that 
was  issued  was  received  at  2.25  P.  M.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  modified  order  it  is  necessary  to 
state,  that  immediately  in  front  of  one  of  my  di- 
visions was  a  narrow  valley,  held  on  both  sides 
by  the  enemy,  and  protected  by  abatis,  and  troops 
entering  it  were  necessarily  subjected  to  a  me 
from  both  sides.  It  is  patent  from  an  examina- 
tion of  this  last  order,  that  so  far  from  being  an 
order  to  renew  the  attack  upon  the  hill  at  Cap- 
tain Hamilton's,  it  was  a  virtual  abandonment  of 
that  attempt.  I  was  not  allowed  the  opportunity 
to  examine  those  witnesses,  nor  to  produce  those 
I  named*  to  the  committee,  who  were  with  me 
during  the  day,  and  who  alone  were  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  to  form  a  respectable 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

But  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  expressed 
before  the  committee  by  witnesses,  whose  names 
they  have  not  given,  the  same  committee  submit- 
ted a  report  to  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  becember  last,  containing  the  evidence 
taken  by  them  on  the  nineteenth  of  that  month, 
in  which  the  testimony  of  General  Burnside,  taken 
immediately  dter  the  battle,  is  given.  This  haa 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  From  this 
document  I  make  the  following  extract,  (referring 
to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg :) 

Q,  By  Committee. — '*  What  causes  do  you  as- 
sign for  the  failure  of  your  attack  here  ?  " 

A.  **It  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  men  up 
to  the  works;  the  enemy's  fire  was  too  hot  for 
them ;  the  whole  command  fought  most  gallantly ; 
the  enemy  themselves  say  they  never  saw  our  men 
%ht  so  hard  as  on  that  day." 

Q,  "Were  the  enemy's  works  very  strong?** 

A.  "  Their  works  are  not  strong  works,  but  they 
occupy  very  strong  positions.  It  is  possilm 
that  the  points  of  attack  were  wrongly  ordered ; 
if  such  is  the  case  I  can  only  say  I  did  to  the  best 
of  my  ability." 

Q,  <'  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  ex* 
pected  General  Franklin  to  carry  tne  point  at  tbe 
extreme  left  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
and  thereby  enable  our  troops  to  storm  and  carry 
their  fortifications?" 
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A.  "  I  did  expect  lum  to  carry  that  point ;  which 
being  done,  would  have  placed  our  forces  in  rear 
of  their  extreme  left,  ana  which  I  thought  at  the 
time  would  shake  their  forces  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  position  in  firont  could  be  easily  stormed 
and  earned." 

Q.  "  To  what  do  you  attribute  his  failure  to 
accomplish  ihatf  ** 

A,  "  To  the  great  strength  of  the  position^  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  enemy*s  forces  there,** 

General  Burnside  then  explained,  that  the  de- 
lay in  building  the  bridges  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  accumulate  his  forces  before  he  was  able  to 
order  the  attack. 

Q.  **  What  was  the  conduct  of  t^^e  officers  and 
men  durinj?  the  attack  ?  " 

A.  "  With  the  exception  of  a  single  regiment  it 
was  excellent." 

Q,  "  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
whole  number  of  our  troops  that  were  engaged  ?  " 

A.  '<  We  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  men 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river." 

Q,  "  What  part  pf  that  number  were  actually 
engaged  in  battle  ?  " 

A,  **  Every  single  man  of  them  was  imder  ar- 
tillery fire,  and  about  half  of  them  were  at  differ- 
ent times  formed  in  columns  of  attack.  Every 
man  was  put  in  column  that  could  be  got  tn." 

With  this  evidence  of  the  General  commanding 
the  army  before  them,  a  committee  of  Congress, 
in  a  report  submitted  to  the  public  without  the 
testimony,  deliberately  states : 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that  had 
the  attack  been  made  upon  the  lell  with  all  the 
force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used  for 
that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside  would 
have  been  completely  successful,  and  our  army 
would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

The  committee  continue,  (still  referring  to  the 
order,  which,  they  say,  was  to  make  a  "  vigorous 
attack  with  my  whole  force,"  and  was  sent  by 
General  Burnside  upon  his  hearing  of  the  small 
force  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  attack,)  **  Gen- 
eral Franklin  testifies  that  it  was  not  an  order  but 
a  request,  and  that  when  he  received  it,  it  was  too 
late  to  renew  the  attack,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
do  it.  General  Franklin  testifies  as  follows:" 
The  committee  then  proceed  to  give  an  extract 
from  a  small  portion  of  my  testimony,  in  which 
not  a  word  of  my  testimony  on  the  subject  of  this 
reqtiest  is  given.  My  statement  to  them  on  that 
subject  was  substantially  that  after  three  o'clock 
of  that  day,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  an 
Aid  from  General  Burnside  came  to  me  with  the 
message  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  General 
Sumner  on  the  right,  and  that  I  was  requested  'to 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  I 
again  replied  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 
About  tne  time  that  this  message  came,  viz., 
at  3.40  p.  M.,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Gen- 
eral Hardie's  reports,  that  officer  informed  Gen- 
eral Burnside  as  follows : 

"Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions    are   badly 


used  up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy 
on  our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon. 
DoubledaVs  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  collected,  and  if  it  be  done  in  time, 
of  course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The 
enemyare  in  force  in  the  woods  on  our  left  to- 
ward Hamilton's,  and  are  threatening  the  safety 
of  that  portion  of  our  line.  They  seem  to  have 
detached  a-  portion  of  their  force  to  our  front, 
where  Howe  and  Brooks  are  now  engaged. 
Brooks  has  some  prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the 
railroad.  Just  as  soon  as  the  left  is  safe  our  forces 
here  will  be  prepared  for  a  front  attack.  But  it 
may  be  too  late  this  afternoon.  Indeed  we  are 
engaged  in  front  anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the 
unpleasant  items  I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of  * 
the  troops  is  good," 

Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  divisions  of 
Howe  and  Brooks,  which  General  Hardie  reported 
to  General  Burnside  were  then  actually  engaged, 
were  the  two  divisions  upon  which  I  had  to  rely 
to  protect  my  n'ght,  centre,  and  bridges,  and  that 
every  other  division  of  my  command  was  at  that 
moment  already  in  support  of  the  left,  and  that 
this  despatch  oJT  General  Hardie's  was  a  piece  of 
the  evidence  before  a  committee,  supposed  to  be 
in  search  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  a  subject  of 
such  magnitude  as  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  it  seems  incredible  that  the  next 
paragraph*  of  their  rei}ort  following  the  extract 
from  my  testimony,  which  they  have  given,  is  the 
one  already  quoted,  that,  — 

"The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively^  that 
had  the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all 
the  force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used 
for  that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside 
would  have  been  completely  successful,  and  our 
army  would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

This  sweeping  statement  is  made  without  giving 
a  word  of  testimony  in  support  of  the  conclusion, 
or  the  name  of  a  witness.  I  am  necessarily  in 
ignorance  of  what  has  been  testified  to  by  others 
before  the  committee,  but  1  know  that  General 
Burnside  and  myself  were  at  least  two  of  **  all 
the  witnesses,"  and  that  he,  when  he  was  first 
examined,  testified  to  the  contrary  of  any  such 
statement  I  know  that  General  Hardie's  words, 
written  from  the  battle-field  to  his  chief,  were  in 
evidence,  and  that  the  facts  shown  by  these  wit- 
nesses prove  the  conclusions  of  this  committee 
to  be  as  unfounded  as  they  are  unmerited. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  thus  arraigned  and  con- 
demned by  the  committee,  I  have  no  fear  that 
my  countrymen  will  adopt  their  verdict  until  I 
have  been  heard  in  my  own  behalf.  They  have 
thus  far  inhaled  with  the  air  they  breathe  that 
vital  principle  of  fair  play  that  hears  before  it 
condemns.  As  a  people,  they  have  no  purpose 
to  serve  in  striking  down  a  public  servant,  unless 
he  has  proved  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  trust ;  and  to 
their  sense  of  iustice  I  appeal,  though  the  circum- 
stances attending  my  accusation  compel  me  to  add 
to  my  statement  a  few  words  personal  to  myself. 

My  profession  is  that  of  arms.  I  was  educated 
to  it  as  a  pupil  of  the  nation.    My  duty  and  in- 
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dination  leading  in  the  same  path  with  the  feel- 
ing that  stirred  the  nation's  pulse  when  its  flag 
was  torn  down  by  parricidal  hands,  I  dedicated 
my  life,  and  whatever  was  inwrapt  within  my  life, 
to  the  defence  of  my  country.  1  did  not  under- 
rate the  proportions  of  the  rebellion,  and  I  ac- 
cepted my  line  of  duty  with  the  conviction  that 
the  nation  would  require  of  its  loyal  children  de- 
termined purpose,  and,  perhaps,  great  sacrifices, 
before  its  unity  would  be  restored  With  these 
oonTiclions  I  took  command  of  a  brigade  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  June,  1861.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  dutv  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  on  the  twenty-fijth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  I  have  been  trying  to  do  my  duty  in 
camp  and  upon  the  field.  That  I  have  not  alto- 
gether failed,  the  brave  men  who  have  grown  up 
with  roe  have  proved  on  the  battle-fields  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  ;  and  it  is  but  common  justice  to 
those  of  them  who  yet  live,  and  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  are  dead,  to  say  that  they  never 
failed  me  in  the  time  of  trial  My  time  has  been 
passed  with  my  command.  Including  a  period  of 
ulness,  I  have  been  absent  from  it  but  twenty-one 
days.  This  haa  left  me  but  little  time  to  look 
after  matters  personal  to  myself.  Having  no 
political  associations  of  influence,  I  must  content 
myself,  as  best  I  can,  with  the  reflection  that  the 
committee  believed  that  the  failure  at  Fredericks- 
burg demanded  a  victim,  and  that,  be^g  of  no 
consequence  except  as  a  soldier,  it  was  most 
available  to  order  me  to  that  duty. 

I  have  had  no  friendships  which  have  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  performance  of  mjr  duty. 

When  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  up  to  the  time  he  left 
it,  I  gave  a  hearty  obedience  to  every  order  he 
gate  me,  as  well  as  a  full  and  frank  expression 
of  my  opinion  when  he  invited  me  to  his  councils. 
I  supposed  that  we  were  attached  friends,  and 
^  that  we  were  both  looking  only  to  those  means 
which  would  achieve  success.  I  agreed  with  him 
folly  in  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  Bappahan- 
DOOL  at  Fredericksburg  at  the  time  proposed  by 
his  oriFioal  plan.  After  that  failea,  whatever 
advice  I  gave  to  him  in  council  sprang  from  the 
honest  convictions  of  my  judgment,  and  I  should 
hare  been  recreant  to  my  duty  to  my  country 
tad  my  own  conscience  had  I  given  him  any  other. 
When  the  crossing  was  determined  upon,  with 
what  alacrity  I  obeyed  the  order,  the  time  within 
which  my  troops  were  crossed  and  placed  in  line 
of  battle  is  the  best  evidence.  This  done,  and 
Qor  troops  posted  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the 
nrer,  with  nothing  but  frail  pontoon  bridges  be- 
tween them  and  their  destruction  as  an  army,  I 
proposed  that  an  assault  should  be  made  upon  the 
enemy's  position  with  a  column  strong  enough  to 
command  success,  (naming  the  number  of  at  least 
six  divisions,)  with  the  request  that  I  might  be 
fOowed  to  Diake  immediate  dispositions  to  carry 
It  out  After  waiting  through  the  night,  I  was 
ttdered  to  take  a  particular  height  with  one  divis- 
ion, and  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  some  contemplated  movement.  In  obejing 
this  oirder  according   to  its    letter  and    spirit, 


a  force  of  the  enemy  upon  my  left,  m]^  right, 
and  my  centre  discovered  itself,  sufficient  to 
engage  during  the  day  every  division  in  my 
command.  Our  failure  was  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficient  preparation  and  inade- 
quate provision  for  an  attack  upon  an  army  like 
that  in  front  of  us.  This  bemg  the  state  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  without  a 
hearing  or  the  opportunity  of  defence,  a  report 
from  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  has 
been  spread  through  the  newspapers  and  in  pamph- 
lets before  my  countrymen,  stating  that  haa  I 
obeyed  the  orders  given  me  by  General  Burnside 
on  that  day,  our  army  would  have  achieved  a  most 
brilliant  victory.  Instead  of  a  brilliant  victory,  it 
was  a  sad  and  fearful  disaster,  in  which  many 
brave  men  fell  —  men  to  whom  I  was  attached 
by  two  years'  association;  and  for  this  disaster, 
and  for  the  blood  of  these  comrades,  this  com- 
mittee say  I  am  responsible. 

I  place  these  facts  bv  the  side  of  their  report, 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  the  verdict  which  the 
public  will  pass  upon  me. 

WiLUAM  B.  Franklin. 

NOTES. 

The  oorrespondence  which  follows  shows  the  eroundt 
upon  which  I  Iwsod  my  asscrtiou  that  General  Fumside 
formally  and  earnestly  renuested  the  l»residcnt  to  remove 
Mr.  Htauton  and  General  Halleck  from  the  positions  which 
they  held  in  1862-63. 

Now.  there  is  no  excuse  which  can  Justify  a  statement 
of  the  kind  made  by  General  Burnside  to  iiis  Generals  on 
this  subject,  and  tlio  effect  upon  some  of  them  was  more 
damaging  tiian  would  at  tirst  sig^ht  apooar. 

Having  entire  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his  statement, 
they  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  whose  boldness  in  heard* 
ing^  the  lions  in  their  den,  entitled  him  to  a  certain  admira> 
tion,  but  who  had  been  destroyed  by  this  very  boldness. 
They  considered  him  a  doomed  man,  and  tliat  the  end  of 
his  career  ais  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
was  onl  V  a  question  of  a  few  days. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  certain  Gen- 
erals finding  that  he  was  still  acting  as  if  he  felt  firm  in 
his  seat,  and  as  though  his  open  condemnation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  had  done  him  no 
harm,  and  Icnowing  the  extreme  want  of  confidence  of  the 
troops  in  his  capacity,  should  begin  to  feel  nervous  and 
anxious  about  the  destiny  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  such  a  commander,  and  should  believe  that  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  feeling  of  the  army  toward  him,  made  to 
influential  persons  in  Washington,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact  (as  they  supposed  it)  that  ho  liad  asked  for 
the  removal  of  the  President's  two  chief  ntilitary  subor- 
dinates, might  have  weight  in  having  some  important 
change  effected,  without  subjecting  tnem  to  any  very 
grave  charges. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  Generals  who  heard  him 
make  tliis  statement,  should  afterwards  have  less  confi- 
dence In  his  Judgment,  and  should  consider  that  no  impor- 
tant operations  would  thereafter  be  carried  on  under  his 
comTOHnd. 

In  other  words,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  misunderstand- 
ings caused  by  this  **  statement,''  might  account  in  a  great 
degree  for  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  affected  by  the 
notorious  Order  No.  8. 

When  1  gave  my  evidence  before  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  the  Conductof  the  War  in  December  1862,1 
did  uot  quote  the  order  whicli  I  received  from  General 
itumside  under  which  I  made  the  attaclrat  the  battle  of 
l>>ederick8burg.    Tliis  is  the  reason  for  tlie  omission. 

I  thought  that  General  Burnside  was  the  proper  person 
to  present  this  order  in  evidence.  I  asked  him,  after  he 
had  given  his  evidence,  if  he  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  the  committee,  or  if  he  intended  to  deliver  one, 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  given  it,  or  intended  to 
give  it. 

Yet  upon  examination  of  the  published  evidence,  npon 
which  the  committee  based  its  report,  I  cannot  find  that 
this  order  was  brought  to  its  attention  until  General  J. 
F.  Beyuolds  gave  his«evidenoe  in  March,  1803»  and  I  gave 
mine  about  April  first,  1863. 
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80  Genentl  Boniaide't  HMOiory  IUImI  a^atii  In  tlilt  in- 

StADOe. 

This  fact  ia  mentioned  because  I  stated  to  the  committee 
in  December,  1802,  that  I  had  fboght  the  whole  strength 
of  my  command  as  well  as  I  coola  **  under  the  orders  that 
I  bad  received,'*  supposing  the  committee  knew,  as  it 
ougbt  to  have  known,  what  orders  I  had  recelred.  It  ought 
to  liaYc  known  these  orders,  because  it  had  aireadj  received 
the  evidenoc  of  the  commanding  General. 

There  is  one  omission  in  the  report  of  mjr  erldenoe  be- 
fore this  committee  which  is  somewhat  important  to  me. 
When  I  was  before  it,  about  April  first,  1663, 1  stated  that  if 
mv  conduct  at  the  battle  of  l>Tedericksburg  was  in  course 
of  investigation  bj  it,  I  would  be  glad  to  nave  taken  the 
evidence  of  Generals  Smith  and  Uardie,  who  were  with  me 
during  tlie  whole  day  of  the  battle.  The  chairman  reftised 
to  call  these  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
time.  No  mention  of  the  request  or  the  refusal  was  made 
in  the  report  or  the  evidence.  Yet  there  are  published  in 
the  evidence  two  affidavits  of  staff  officers  of  General 
Bumside,  bearing  on  the  sul^eot,  and  both  dated  alter  the 
date  of  my  evidence,  and  made  in  Cincinnati,  the  commit- 
tee sitting  in  Washington.  If  there  was  time  to  have  re- 
ceived them,  there  was  time  to  have  taken  the  evidence  of 
Generals  Smith  and  Hardie.  Whether  these  affidavits 
were  considered  in  making  up  the  report  Of  the  committee 
I  do  not  know.  W.  B.  Fbankxim 

On  March  nineteenth,  1800,  General  Franklin  wrote  to 
General  Halleok,  informing  him  that  circumstances  might 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  publish  certain  correspond- 
ence between  them  in  relation  to  a  statement  made  by 
General  Bumside,  that  he  had  requested  of  the  President 
the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief 
shortly  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  The  following 
are  copies  of  General  Halleck's  answer  and  its  enclosures, 
followed  by  copies  of  all  the  correspondence : 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Pacific,  J 
San  Franciaco,  Cal.,  April  17, 1860.     ) 
Mqior- General  W,  B,  Franklin,  Harford,  Conn.  1 

General  :  I  have  Just  received  your  note  of  March 
nineteenth,  in  which  vou  state  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
you  to  publish  my  letters  to  you  (which  you  have  hither- 
to regarded  as  confidential)  in  regard  to  General  Bumside. 

Having  no  intention  to  enter  into  any  discussions  la  re- 
gard to  difl'erences  or  disputes  which  have  arisen  out  of 
tlie  events  of  the  war,  I  shall  very  much  regret  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  my  name  into  any  question  of  difference 
between  yourself  and  General  Bumside.  In  order  that 
yon  may  have  in  your  possession  all  the  documentary 
evidence  on  the  sutuect,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  May  ninth^863,  and  his  telegraphic  an- 
swer of  May  fourteenth.  Whether  or  not  General  Bum- 
side  ever  made  the  promised  answer  to  your  pamphlet,  I 
know  not.  I  have  never  seen  any,  and  the  enlosure  is  the 
only  correspondence  we  ever  haa  on  the  subject. 

Both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Stanton  assured  me  at  the 
time  that  General  Bumside  had  never  made  to  them,  or  in 
their  presence,  the  statement  alluded  to  in  your  pamphlet : 
out  that  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  expressed  ftill 
confidence  in,  and  warm  regard  for  both  the  Secretary  and 
myself!  Very  reApecttnlly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  BURNSIDE. 
[Personal.] 

Headquarters  op  the  Armt,  ) 
Washington,  May  9, 1803.     ( 
Mqior- General  BumHde,  Cincinnati  t 

General:  Mi^or- General  Franklin's  pamphlet  on  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  been  before  the  public  for 
some  weeks,  and  no  doubt  has  attracted  your  attention. 

General  Franklin  states  positively  that  after  that  battle 
yon  urged  the  President  to  remove  from  office  the  Secre- 
tary or  War  and  C^neral-in-Chief.  In  the  absence  of  any 
contradiction  of  this  positive  statement,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  is  correct. 

As  you  certainly  could  have  had  no  motives  personal  to 
yourself  for  giving  this  advice  to  the  President,  and  as  you 
were  well  aware  that  1  was  placed  in  m  v  present  position 
contrary  to  my  own  wishes,  and  that  I  naid  endeavored  to 
be  relieved  iVom  it,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that,  in  my  case, 

Sm  were  actuated  in  giving  the  alleged  advice  to  the  Pres- 
entf  solely  by  a  desire  to  confer  a  personal  favor  upon 
me.  I  look  upon  the  matter  in  this  light,  and  sincerely 
thank  you  for  using  your  influence  with  the  President,  in 
the  manner  stated  by  General  Franklin,  to  have  me  re- 
lieved lh>m  a  thankless  and  disagreeable  position,  which 
yon  knew  I  did  not  wish  to  occupy. 

Very  tmiy  yours,  H.  W.  Halleck. 


FROM  OEN.  BUBNSIDE  TO  OBH.  HALLBCK. 

[Telegram.] 

CnrcniKATi,  May  14, 186S. 
Ma^or-OtnenU  Halleok: 

Letter  of  the  ninth,  (9th,)  Just  received.  Never  saw 
Franklin*s  pamphlet  till  day  before  yesterday.  Shall  an- 
swer it  briefly,  as  soon  as  I  have  time.  It  cannot  hart  anj 
of  08  after  it  is  answered. 

(Signed),  A.  E.  Burnside. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO.  GENERAL  FRANKUH. 

Headquarters  of  the  Armt,  / 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  25, 1863.     ( 

[  Personal  and  private.] 

Midar-Oeneral  Franklin,  York,  Penn, » 

(iENERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  your  pamphlet  on  the  battle  of  Frederick*- 
burg.  I  do  not  fee\  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  fai 
regard  to  the  matters  of  dispute  between  yourself  and 
General  Bumside.  Of  course  one  or  the  other  must  be  tn 
error,  but  I  presume  the  differences  are  such  aa  oftea 
(Occur  between  honorable  men,  who  both  believe  them- 
\selves  to  be  in  the  right.  Tliere  are,  however,  one  or  two 
atatements  in  regara  to  myself  to  which  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention. 

You  state  positively  that  General  Bumside  made  a  •*  fbr- 
mal  and  earacKt  request  to  the  President  to  remove  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  (Mieral-in-Chief  fVom  the  poaltioiia 
severally  occupied  by  them."  If  consistent  with  vour  own 
sense  of  propriety,  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  give  me 
your  authority  for  this  positive  assertion  on  your  part.  I 
am  induced  to  ask  thla,  fh>m  the  fact  that  General  Bom- 
side  was  ftilly  aware  that  I  was  placed  In  my  present  po- 
sition against  my  own  wishes;  that  I  had  taken  every 
proper  measure  to  avoid  Its  responsibilities,  and,  at  that 
very  time  I  was  desirous  of  being  relieved  from  these 
responsiblli^es.  I  say  that  General  Bumside  was  person- 
ally  fblly  aware  of  these  Ihcts.  How,  undsf  such  oirDnm- 
stances,  he  could  request  mv  removal,  is  to  me  incompre- 
hensible. Nevertheless,  till  your  positive  statement  is  ex- 
plained or  contradicted,  it  must  be  believed. 

Ton  seem  to  think  that  General  Bum8ide*s  letter  to  me 
was  drawn  out  of  him  for  the  purpose  of  removing  respon- 
sibility from  the  shoulders  of  his  superiors.  In  regard 
to  this  matter  I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  letter  was  pab- 
h»hed  by  permission  of  the  President,  after  both  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  myself  had  advised  against  ita  publica- 
tion, and  I  had  positively  refhsed  my  assent.  As  I  had 
advised  against  the  Fredericksburg  base  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  had  abundant  proofa  of  that  fact,  I  required  no 
statement  of  General  Bumside  in  regard  to  myreeponsl- 
biUty. 

Again,  in  regard  to  (General  Bumslde's  order,  or  pre- 
tended order,  No.  8,  you  are  also  under  misapprehen- 
sion.- 1  have  never  $een  thai  order.  I  leamed  from  the 
President  that  an  order  had  been  preaented  to  him  by 
General  Bumside,  dismissing  several  oflloers  of  his  com- 
mand for  endeavoring  to  creiUe  dissatisfaction  and  insub- 
ordination in  his  army.  I  aaid  Immediately,  that  If  aneh 
was  the  case,  the  commander  in  the  field  ought  to  be  sna- 
tained.  I  did  not  then  know,  nor  do  I  know  now,  the 
names  of  the  oflicers  charged  with  so  high  a  military  of- 
fice. Moreover,  I  have  been  told  by  good  auUiority  that 
the  pretended  order,  published  in  the  newspapers,  ia  very 
diffcrept  from  the  order  shovm  the  President. 

In  these,  as  in  many  other  mattera  connected  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  press  has  grossly  misrepre- 
sented me.  But  time  will  place  all  these  things  in  their 
tme  light  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GENERAL  FRANKLIN  TO  GENERAL  HALLECK. 

Tore,  Penn.,  May  27, 1803. 
7t>  Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  General4n-Chi^  U.  S, 

Armffy  Wathington,  D,  C. » 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty-Afth 
inst.  I  am  aure,  from  your  statement,  that  General  Bnmalde 
did  not  make  the  **  formal  and  earnest  request  to  remove 
the  Secretary  of  W'v  *'  and  yourself,  to  which  rofcrenee  Is 
made  in  my  pamphlet  reply  to  the  Committee  on  the  Co»> 
duct  of  the  war,  and  my  aasertion  should  have  been  that 
General  Bumside  said  that  he  made  the  request. 

The  fiieu  are  these.  General  Bumside  was  in  Waahinf^ 
ton  on  or  about  January  firat,  laat.  He  retumed  to  camp* 
and  aoon  after  hia  return,  informed  me,  I  think  In  tim 
presence  of  General  SmRh,  and  perhaps  others,  that  Im 
had  seen  the  Preaident,  and  had  verbally  reconunended  to 
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him  the  aeeiptanM  of  hia  retdgiwtkm,  and  the  remoTal  of 

the  Secretary  of  War  and  jroarseir.  The  Preaident^  how- 
erer,  refbaed  to  entertain  the  angeeation,  and  the  next 
tnterriew  which  Oeneral  Baraaide  nad  with  him  waa  in 
the  preaencc  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  yoaraelf.  Bo- 
twpon  the  flr»t  and  aecond  Interviewa  he  had  reduced  to 
writing  the  propoaitioo  which  he  had  mmde  in  the  firat 
iaterrfew,  and  he  read  to  the  Preaidcnt  a  letter  to  hira  in 
which  he  tendered  hia  own  resignation,  and  proposed  the 
racation  of  the  Secretary  of  War'a  and  yonr  positions,  for 
the  reaaon  that  ali  three  of  yon  had  loat  the  confldenoe  of 
the  people.  Thia  ia  the  aubstance  of  the  atorr  aa  I  heard 
it  from  him  jnat  after  hia  return  to  camp.  On  one  occa- 
sion, Jaat  before  hia  laat  attempt  to  croaa  the  Rappahan- 
Doclc,  I  waa  in  hia  tent  with  Generala  Smith,  Woodbury, 
Hnnt,  and  Captain  Comstoclc,  corps  of  engineers,  when  I 
said  to  him,  in  aubstance,  **  you  yourself  recommended  to 
the  President  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Oenenai  Halleck.**  He  did  not  deny  it ;  in  fact  he  tdcnowl- 
'  edged  that  he  had  so  recommended. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  pamphlet,  nor  hare  I  said  any- 
thfaig  which  will  jnatifV  the  asaertion,  that  I  **  think  that 
General  Bnmaide's  letter  to  me"  (you)  •*  waa  draMm  out 
of  him  *'  fbr  any  pnrpoae. '  On  the  contrary  I  know  that 
before  he  wrote  it,  he  expreaaed  hia  intention  of  writing 
it  to  several  persona,  myself  among  the  number,  and  the 
reason  he  gave  for  this  intention  waa,  that  he  might  disa- 
boae  the  mrada  of  the  people  as  to  who  waa  responsible 
for  the  battle  of  Frederickaburg.  He  intended  the  letter 
for  publication,  I  know,  and  waa  cxdted  to  write  it  by  the 
newspaper  articlea,  which  threw  the  blame  upon  the  ad- 
mioistration.  I  never  had,  nor  ever  expressed,  an  idea 
that  the  letter  in  qaeatlon  was  drawn  out  of  General  Bum- 
side  by  any  person,  or  for  any  purpose,  but  have  always 
known  that  the  dictates  of  his  own  mind  led  him  to  write  it. 

1  do  not  think  that  t  have  ever  aaserted,  or  ever  thought 
that  you  had  aeen  Order  No.  8.  I  have  looked  over  my 
pamphlet  carefully,  and  And  no  sentence  which  will  boar 
tin  eonstmctioa  tliat  I  thought  you  had  aeen  it.  I  received 
all  of  the  information  in  my  possession  concerning  it  iVom 
officers  who  saw  it  in  General  Hooker 'a  bands,  and  the 
asmes  in  the  lyretended  order,  aa  publiahed,  agree  in  all 
mpects  with  tnoae  reported  to  me  as  present  in  General 
Hooker's  copy.  The  pamphlet  was.  however,  written  be- 
fsin  the  publication  of  the  order  in  the  Herald. 

It  was  not  my  intention  in  my  pamphlet  to  refbr  to  any 
persons  except  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
and  General  Bnmaidc.  I  am  sorry  that  my  confidence  in 
General  Bnmaide'a  honesty  led  me  to  assort  that  he  had 
reqaested  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  your- 
self, and  I  can  only  account  for  hia  numeroua  miatakea  by 
the  bypotbeaia  that  he  ia  cnur. 
Very  rcspectftilly. 

Your  obodfent  servant, 

W.  B.  Franklin. 

0E5SBAL  HAJLLECK  TO  GENEBAL  FBANRLIN. 

Hbadquarters  op  thk  Army,  ) 
Washington,  May  29, 18C3.     ( 
[Private  and  personal.] 
Ma^Ofneral  FrankliHt  Torkt  Penn.  t 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  Is  received, 
ttd  T  thank  you  for  your  frank  reply  to  my  inquiry. 

Inunediately  on  receiving  your  pamphlet,  I  addressed  a 
note  to  General  Bumaide,  calling  hia  attention  to  what 
joa  had  stated  tn  regard  to  his  having  formaUy  and  ear- 
Mrfly  requested  my  removal,  and  aa  be  haa  not  denied  its 
«orrectnesa,  I  preaume  he  admits  it. 

There  is  one  singular  atatement  In  your  letter.  In  regard 
to  the  embodytng  of  General  Bnmaiae'a  recommendation 
for  our  removal  m  hia  letter  of  resignation,  and  reading  it 
to  the  President  tn  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  my- 
•Hf.  There  la  not  a  word  of  truth  In  thia,  ao  fw  as  I  am 
Mocemed.  The  only  letter  of  rcalgnation  of  General 
Bomtkle  which  I  ever  aaw  or  heard  of,  made  no  allusion 
whatever  to  either  of  ua. 

The  reaaon  of  my  allnding  to  Order  No.  8  waa,  that  you 
■ay  the  President  **  declineo.  to  decide,  without  oonaulting 
MOM  of  bla  adviaera."  The  public  would  presume,  per- 
iMps,  that  I  waa  one  of  theae  advlaers,  I  merely  wished 
to  ndeeeive  yon  on  that  point.  The  fkota  are  theae: 
General  Bamalde  had  had  an  Interview  with  the  Presl- 
deat  in  the  night,  or  very  early  in  the  morning.  I  was 
■eat  for  while  at  breakfaat.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Presl- 
dnf  a  room,  he  Informed  the  Secretary  and  mys<f  f  that 
General  Bamalde  had  propoaed  the  dlamiasal  and  relieving 
ef  several  high  oAcera,  and  if  hia  order  were  not  approved 
he  wished  to  resign.  The  President  annonnced  his  decis- 
iaa  to  relieve  General  Bomside,  and  put  General  Hooker 
ia  commaikL  He  asked  no  opinion  or  advice,  either  fk'om 
tte  Secretary  or  myaelf,  and  none  whatever  waa  offered 


by  either  of  na.  General  Bamalde  afterwarda  came  hi,  and 
the  matter  of  accepting  hia  resignation  was  discussed.  I 
strongly  urged  him  to  withdraw  it,  which  he  finally  con- 
sented to  do. 

The  removal  of  Genmil  Buraside,  and  appointment  of 
General  Hooker,  was  the  sole  act  of  the  President.  My 
advice  was  not  asked  at  all  in  the  matter,  and  I  gave  no 
opinion  whatever. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  pur- 
pose of  General  Bumsidc,  but  in  his  various  statements  he 
haa  certainly  committed  some  most  singular  errors,  and 
in  none  more  ao  than  in  regard  to  the  *•  Pontoons,"  upon 
which  the  public  press  got  up  such  a  ftiror  against  me.  I 
had  the  means  at  the  time  of  disproving  most  of  his  state- 
ments, but  declined  to  use  them,  preferring,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  to  remain  silent.  By  pub- 
licly denying  one  false  charge,  it  would  be  inAnred  that 
thoae  unoenKd  were  true.  Moreover,  when  holding  a  com- 
nund,  I  never  enter  Into  newspaper  dlacusslona. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  It  due  to  history  that  officers 
ahould,  among  themselves,  seek  to  reconcile  and  explain 
conflicting  Btatementa.  It  was  simply  with  this  obicct  in 
view  that  I  wrote  to  youraelf  and  General  Bumaide,  and 
I  thank  yon  for  anawerln^me  ao  promptly  and  kindly.  I 
onljT  regret  that  G^eneral  Buraaide  haa  not  done  the  same. 
Vpry  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  aervant, 

H.  W.  Hallcck. 

GEN.  W.  F.  SMITH  TO  GEN.  FUANKLIN. 

Nrw  York,  May  29, 18G3. 

Dear  Franklin  :  Bnmslde  referred  to  the  matter  of 
hia  letter  to  the  President,  aaking  that  Stanton,  Halleok, 
and  liimaelf  ahould  vacate  their  pUcea,  several  times  in 
my  presence;  but  the  first  time  in  such  detail  that  no  new 
points  were  afterwards  developed.  He  said  ho  had  had  a 
long  oonvcrsotion  with  the  President,  which  resulted  In 
his  going  back  to  the  hotel,  and  writing  this  letter,  which 
he  sent.  In  the  letter  he  said  he  was  sure  Stanton  and 
Hallcck  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  country,  bnt  of  that 
the  President  could  Judge  for  himself:  but  he  could  aaaert 
positively  that  they  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  army, 
and  therefore  auggested  that  the  three  should  resign.  The 
President  said  he  could  not  think  of  accepting  his  resigna- 
tion, and  asked  him  if  he  had  any  objections  to  going  to 
the  others  interested  and  making  the  statements  in  their 
presence.  Bumside  said  no,  oenainly  not,  and  they  went 
to  the  War  Department,  saw  the  Secretary  and  General- 
in-Chief,  and  in  their  presence  he  reiterated  his  remarks 
about  want  of  confidence ;  that  neither  of  them  oaid  a  word 
with  reference  to  the  matter,  and  the  conversation  after 
that  was  an  attempt  to  get  orders  to  cross  the  river,  or 
orders  not  to  cross  the  river.  Buraside  also  made  in 
Waahington,  and  at  the  time,  the  aame  statement  to  Mr. 
John  Tucker,  tlien  Asalstant  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  cer- 
tainly placed  implicit  confidence  in  nis  atory.  Yon  are 
entirely  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  thia  letter. 
Youra,  aa  ever, 

Wm.  F.  Smith. 

Mi^)or-GeneraI  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  York,  Penn. 

Thia  letter  waa  transmitted  by  General  Franklin  to  Gen- 
eral  Hallcck,  with  a  letter  of  tronamlttal  merely. 

GENEBAL  HALLECK  TO  GENEBAL  FRANKLIN. 
[Personal  and  private.] 

Washington,  June  5, 1663. 
Major- Oeneral  Fmnklin,  York,  Penn.  t 

GENERA  L :  Youra  of  the  third  inatant,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  General  Smith's  letter  of  May  twenty -ninth  Is  received. 
No  such  conversation  aa  that  mentioned  by  General  Smith, 
nor  ahyin  the  slightest  degree  resembling  it,  ever  took 
place  between  General  Burnalde,  the  President,  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, and  myaelf.  What  General  Burnaide  may  have  aald 
to  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  about  me,  in  my  ab- 
sence, I,  of  course,  do  not  know;  but  I  have  assurances 
that  he  never  suggested  my  removal  to  either. 

I  have  no  desire  to  push  this  inquiry  any  farther,  being 
satisfied  that  General  Buraside*s  memory  was,  at  least  at 
that  time,  unreliable. 

VeryreapectftUly. 

H.  W.  Halleok. 

OEN.  W.  T.  H.  BBOOKS  TO  OBN.  FBANKLIN. 
Indianapolis,  Jnne  2, 1803. 

Dear  Franklin  :  I  received  yonr  letter  of  the  twenty 
ninth  ult.  yesterday.    I  was  very  sorry  not  to  meet  yon. 

I  spoke  to  the  Secretary  about  Buraside  having  sUted 
that  ho  had  told  the  President  ho  ought  to  remove  himself 
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•ndHalleek.  HeMOdbehadneTerbeutloritiuitllftftw 
day?  before,  when  Halleck.  haring  Been  the  statement 
mode  by  you  In  vonr  pamphlet,  spoke  to  him  about  it. 
That  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

I  heard  Bumside  make  the  stateftient  in  your  presence. 
I  have  heard  Sedgwick  and  Hancock  say  thev  heard  Bum- 
side  make  the  statement.  I  have  heard  Uoofeer  refer  to  it* 
as  though  he  had  heard  it  direct.  I  am  almost  certain  I 
have  heard  Meade  say  he  had  heard  Bumside  make  the 
same  statement.  I  called  the  Secretary's  attentiod  to  this 
in  a  letter  written  Just  before  our  last  move,  but  he  says 
he  never  received  it. 

Nearly  every  general  oflloer  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
has  heard  Bumside  make  the  boast.    I  believe  I  wrote 

ou  that  Hooker  had  mentioned  the  subject  to  the  Presi- 
lent,  and  he  said  be  had  never  heard  it. 

«  «  *  « 

Tours  troly, 

W.  T.  H.  BBOOK8. 

The  aboye  extract  was  sent  to  General  Halleck  with  a 
letter  of  transmittal  on  June  sixth,  18G3. 
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Doc.  4. 
SECESSIONISTS    OF   WEST   VIRGINIA. 


MAJOB-GENERAL  HUNTEE*S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Department  op  West  Viroinia 
In  the  Field,  Valley  of  Shenandoah, 
Hay  24,  ISM. 

Sir:  Your  name  has  been  reported  to  me, 
with  evidence,  that  you  are  one  of  the  leading 
secession  sympathizers  in  this  valley,  and  that  you 
countenance  and  abet  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
rillas who  infest  the  woods  and  mountains  of  this 
region,  swooping  out  on  the  roads  to  plunder  and 
outrage  loyal  residents,  falling  upon  and  fii-ing 
into  defenceless* wagon  trains,  and  assassinating 
soldiers  of  this  command  who  may  chance  to  be 
placed  in  exposed  positions.  These  practices  are 
not  recognized  bv  the  laws  of  war  of  any  civilized 
nation,  nor  are  the  persons  engaged  therein  en- 
titled to  any  other  treatment  than  that  due,  by  the 
universal  code  of  justice,  to  pirates,  murderers, 
and  other  outlaws. 

But  from  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the 
secret  aid  and  information  given  to  those  bush- 
whackers by  persons  of  your  class,  and  the  more 
important  occupation  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, it  is  impossible  to  chase,  arrest,  and  punish 
these  common  marauders  as  they  deserve.  With- 
out the  countenance  and  help  given  to  them  by 
the  rebel  residents  of  the  valley,  they  could  not 
support  themselves  for  a  week.  You  are  spies 
upon  our  movements,  abusing  the  clemency  which 
has  protected  your  persons  and  property,  while 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within 
the  rebel  lines  are  invariably  plundered  of  all  they 
may  possess,  imprisoned,  ana  in  some  cases  put 
to  death.  It  is  from  you  and  your  families  and 
neighbors  that  these  bandits  receive  food,  cloth- 
ing, ammunition,  and  information ;  and  it  is  from 
their  secret  hi  iing-places  in  your  houses,  barns, 
and  woods,  that  ^''y  issue  on  their  missions  of 
pillage  and  murder. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  notified,  that  for 
every  train  fired  upon,  or  soldier  of  the  Union 
wounded  or  assassinated  by  bushwhackers  in  any 
neighborhood  within  the  reach  of  my  cavalry,  the 
houses  and  other  property  of  every  secession  sym- 
pathizer residing  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles 
from  the  place  of  the  outrage,  shall  be  destroyed 


by  fire ;  and  that  for  all  pablic  property  jayhawked 
or  destroyed  by  these  marauders,  an  assessment 
of  five  times  the  value  of  such  property  will  be 
made  upon  the  secession  sympathizers  residing 
within  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  around  the  point  at 
which  the  ofience  was  committed.  The  payment 
of  this  assessment  will  be  enforced  by  the  troops 
of  the  department,  who  will  seize  and  hold  in 
close  military  custody  the  persons  assessed,  until 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made.  This  pro- 
vision will  also  be  applied  to  make  good,  from  the 
secessionists  in  every  neighborhood,  five  times  the 
amount  of  any  loss  sufiered  by  loyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  the  action  of  the  bush- 
whackers whom  you  encourage. 

If  you  desire  to  avoid  the  consequences  herein 
set  forth,  you  will  notify  your  guerrilla  and  bush- 
whadung  friends  to  withdraw  from  that  portion 
of  the  valley  within  my  lines,  and  to  join  —  if  they 
desire  to  fight  for  the  rebellion — the  regular 
forces  of  the  secession  army  in  my  front  or  else- 
where. •  You  will  have  none  but  yourselves  to 
blame  for  the  consequences  that  will  certainly 
ensue,  if  these  evils  are  permitted  to  continue. 
This  circular  is  not  sent  to  you  for  the  reason 
that  you  have  been  singled  out  as  peculiarly  oh- 
noxious,  but  because  you  are  beKeved  to  furnish 
the  readiest  means  of  communication  with  the 
prominent  secession  sympathizers  of  your  neigh- 
borhood. It  will  be  for  their  benefit  that  you  com- 
municate to  them  the  tenor  of  this  ciN;ular. 

D.  Hunter, 

Ui\ior-Qeneral,  eommanding. 
Official  copy :  P.  0.  Bier, 

A.A.G. 


Doc.  5. 

GENERAL  TWIGGS'  TREACHERY. 

Jackson  Barracks,  New  Orleans,  { 
March  17, 1863.     ( 

My  Deab !  I  suppose  you  have  long 

thought  me  dead ;  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity, until  the  present  time,  of  letting  you  know 
why  I  have  been  so  long  silent,  but  I  trust  in  God 
this  will  find  you  well.*  I  hardly  know  what  to  be- 
gin with  first,  for  I  have  so  long  a  list  of  adven- 
tures to  tell  you.  When  I  received  your  letter, 
in  Hatch's  Ranche,  New  Mexico,  I  answered  it 
by  the  next  mail ;  since  then  I  have  not  heard 
from  you,  or  any  one  else.  At  that  time,  I 
think,  I  told  you  that  I  expected  to  leave  there 
for  Fort  Butler,  but  shortly  afterward  the  com- 
pany to  which  I  belong  was  ordered  -to  Fort 
JBHhs,  Tex&s,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  four  hundred 
miles  from  Hatch's  Ranche,  which  place  we  left 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  1861 ;  the  weather 
was  intensely  cold,  and  snow  some  six  or  eight 
inches  deep  for  some  three  hundred  miles  of  the 
way.  '  We  suffered  very  much  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  march,  but  as  we  neared  the  Texas 
border  the  days  became  more  pleasant,  but  the 

*  Thi»  letter  was  written  by  a  private  aoldier  belonging 
to  the  Eighth  United  Stated  regulars,  which  rcj^ment  wa* 
Burrendered  to  the  rebeU  by  the  treachery  of  General 
Twiggs  In  1801. 
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njghtB  were  still  cold  and  stormy.  We  arrived  at 
Fort  Bliss  February  twenty-fifth,  and  were  all 
beginning  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  a 
good  garrison  for  the  summer,  when  the  news  of 
Uie  secession  reached  us.  At  first  we  thought 
nothing  of  it ;  but  the  attack  and  surrender  of 
Fort  Sumter  by  the  gallant  Major  Anderson  con- 
vinced the  most  sceptical  that  things  were  taking 
a  very  serious  turn.  Shortly  after  the  above 
efents,  we  got  orders  from  General  Twiggs,  the 
commander  of  the  department  of  Texas,  to  evac- 
Qste  the  state,  and  turn  over  all  the  forts  and 
stores  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  state: 
we  prepared  to  follow  these  instructions,  but  were 
delayed  in  consequence  of  wagons  to  carry  our 
baggage  through;  but  finally  we  got  started  on 
the  thirty.first  of  March,  1861,  with  Colonel 
Beeves  and  two  other  companies  of  our  regiment, 
1  and  B,  and  marched  to  Fort  Quitman,  where 
we  were  joined  by  Company  F.  We  left  there, 
and  marched  to  Fort  Davis,  where  we  were  joined 
by  Companies  E  and  H.  We  were  now  about  three 
bnndred  and  twenty  men,  all  in  good  spirits,  for 
at  that  time  we  were  told  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  state  that  we  should  not  be  molested  on  our 
march  to  the  coast,  but  would  be  treated  with  all 
possible  kindness,  as  the  regiment  had  been  so 
long  in  the  state,  guarding  the  frontier  from  the 
inroads  of  the  Camanche  Indians ;  so,  with  these 
promises  in  view,  and  the  hopes  of  hearing  from, 
and  perhaps  seeing,  dear  friends  at  home,  we 
thought  nothing  of  the  long  and  wearisome 
march  before  us.  But  the  sequel  will  show  how 
latterly  we  were  betrayed  by  the  traitor  Twiggs 
and  his  wordiless  confederates. 

Everything  went  on  well  until  we  got  to  Fort 
Clark,  the  nearest  military  post  to  the  settlements, 
where  we  heard  it  announced  that  the  Texans  in- 
tended to  make  us  all  prisoners  as  soon  as  we  got 
some  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  down  the  coun- 
try. This  we  did  not  believe,  and  even  if  we  had 
it  was  then  too  late  to  turn  back ;  so  we  pushed 
boldly  on  until  we  reached  a  little  town  called 
Castreville,  where  the  people  (principally  Ger- 
mans) assured  us  we  would  be  met  the  next  day 
by  a  large  force,  and  have  to  surrender  or  fight. 
Well,  1  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Ellen,  that  was 
rather  hard,  after  having  the  assurance  of  a  free 
pass  out  of  the  country;  but  it  was  too  true. 
However,  we  were  bound  to  show  a  bold  front, 
and  Colonel  Keeves  determined  not  to  let  the 
enemy  steal  a  march  on  him ;  so  we  left  Castre- 
ville that  night  at  ten  o'clock,  (after  marching  that 
dav  twenly-five  miles),  and  got  to  a  place  called 
Adaqn's  Uill,  close  by  the  San  Lucas  Springs,  be- 
fore daylight.  We  were  all  tired  out,  and  all 
hands  got  orders  to  lie  down  and  rest ;  but  it  was 
of  short  duration,  for  just  at  sunrise  the  enemy 
came  pouring  down  a  hill  some  three  miles  in 
front  of  us.  At  the  sound  of  the  drum  every 
man  was  in  his  place,  and  there  we  stood  for  a 
|food  hour,  watching  the  rebels  filing  over  the  hill 
m  front.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  ranks, 
bat  many  a  one  thought  of  the  dear  ones  at  home, 
perhaps  newer  to  be  seen  again ;  but  everything 
most  nawe  an  end,  and  pretty  soon  an  officer  rode 


up  to  our  ranks,  and  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Colonel  Beeves  told  him  he  would 
fight  him  first,  and  then  see  about  the  surrender. 
So  the  officer  rode  ofif  to  his  side  to  report.  At 
this  time  our  officers  came  round,  and  told  us  we 
were  about  to  go  into  an  engagement,  and  they 
wanted  every  man  to  do  his  best ;  but  that  was 
unnecessary,  for  we  were  all  determined  to  die 
before  a  rebel  crowd  should  have  it  to  say  that 
the  Eighth  regulars  would  give  in  one  inch.  We 
were  all  of  one  mind,  and  that  was,  to  fight  to  the 
last.  In  a  short  time  the  officer  came  back  again, 
and  told  Colonel  Reeves  that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood  to  fight ;  that  he  had  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  effective  men,  and  opposed  to  him 
were  twenty-three  hundred,  with  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, while  we  had  none.  The  Colonel  said  he 
would  fight  them  three  to  one,  or  if  they  drew  off 
the  artillery,  he  would  fight  them  all;  but,  of 
course,  they  knew  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
were  determined  to  keep  it ;  so  the  Colonel,  after 
sending  down  one  of  our  officers  to  count  their 
number,  surrendered.  We  were  then  ordered  to 
stack  arms;  then  the  rebels  gave  a  cheer  —  a 
cheer  which  made  our  cheeks  burn  and  our  hearts 
ache,  one  that  we  still  remember,  and  will  take  a 
fearful  vengeance  for  some  of  these  days.  It  was 
unmannerly  in  them.  There  we  stood,  our  little 
band  small  in  numbers,  but  firm  and  determined ; 
the^,  great  in  force,  but  cowards  at  heart ;  and  I 
beheved  then,  as  I  do  now;  that  had  we  fought 
them,  we  would  have  been  victorious.  But  let  it 
pass*;  let  the  future  tell  the  tale.  We  marched  that 
day  to  within  nine  miles  of  San  Antonio,  and 
camped  in  full  sight  of  the  rebels  at  Leon  Springs, 
and  some  of  them  came  into  our  camp,  but  they 
met  with  a  very  cool  reception.  The  next  day  we 
marched  into  San  Antonio  and  gave  up  our  arms. 
We  were  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  respect  by 
the  citizens,  but  we  were  in  no  mood  to  look 
kindly  on  them,  as  they  had  been  instrumental  iu 
bringing  on  our  misfortunes ;  all  offers  of  kindness 
we  treated  with  scorn,  and  wanted  only  to  be  re- 
leased on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  remained 
in  San  Antonio  a  month,  and  took  a  parole,  by  the 
advice  of  our  officers,  not  to  leave  the  county  we 
were  in.  Afterwards  we  were  sent  out  iu  a  camp 
eight  miles  from  San  Antonio,  where  we  remained 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  thinking 
all  the  time  that  we  would  be  released ;  but  no, 
they  wanted  to  have  us  all  join  the  rebel  caus^ 
and  promised  to  pay  us  all  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment owed  us ;  but  we  spurned  all  their  offers. 
Some  few  men  did  join,  but  they  were  a  riddance 
to  us,  and  no  acquisition  to  them,  being  the  most 
dissatisfied  men  m  our  command.  We  were  now 
ordered  to  be  guarded,  and  were  marched  seventy- 
five  miles,  to  Camp  Verde.  There  our  tents  were 
taken  away,  and  we  had  to  make  out  as  best  we 
could.  The  cold  weather  was  setting  in,  and  we 
had  not  too  plenty  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  but 
necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention ;  so  all  hands 
went  to  work  to  build  houses  for  the  winter,  some 
in  twos  and  some  in  fours,  just  as  they  fancied,  in 
partnership,  as  the  labor  was  too  much  to  do 
alone,  jmd  in  an  incredibly  short  time  (without 
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tools  of  anj  kind)  there  was  quite  a  town  built 
up,  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses,  or 
shanties,  which  we  called  Lincolnville.  Some  of 
the  houses  were  built  of  stone,  some  of  logs,  some 
of  mud  like  those  in  New  Mexico,  and  some  of 
the  wealthiest  firms  had  quite  respectable  frame 
houses.  I  was  in  as  a  partner  with  three  others, 
and  I  flatter  myself  our  mansion  was  quite  a  gem, 
ten  by  fourteen  feet,  and  seven  feet  high.  We 
carrieli  the  boards  that  built  it  about  three  miles, 
and  put  it  all  up  in  six  days ;  but  the  improve- 
ments we  made  occupied  us  much  longer.  We 
had  a  good  chimney  in  it,  also  bedsteads,  chairs, 
table,  &C.  You  know  I  used  to  be  pretty  handy 
at  such  things,  and  all  lent  a  hand  to  the  work. 
After  all  was  finished  we  put  up  a  flaff  pole  and 
made  a  flag,  not  the  stars  and  stripes,  (for  that  we 
dared  not  do,)  but  the  red  cross  of  St  George.  The 
Texans  thought  we  were  great  feUows  to  work ; 
but  we  did  the  most  of  it  to  pass  the  time.  Pret- 
ty soon  we  b^an  to  get  out  of  and  feel  the  want  of 
some  tobacco ;  so  I  proposed  that  we  four  should 
build  a  little  ship,  and  by  selling  it  get  some  lit- 
tle things  we  wanted ;  but  my  partners'  talents  not 
beinff  in  that  line  of  business,  I  ha4  to  work  alone 
for  the  benefit  of  the  others,  so  I  built  a  little  war 
frigate  with  no  other  tools  than  a  jackknife  and 
an  awl,  rigged  it,  but  could  get  no  paint  $  so  I  had 
to  use  ink  and  some  other  articles :  however,  it  was 
finished  and  put  on  exhibition ;  and  it  was  a  rarer 
sight  to  the  natives  than  fifty  live  elephants  or 
tigers.  They  have  no  idea  what  such  a  thing  as 
a  ship  is.  Hundreds  came  to  see  it,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  could  keep  them 
from  smashing  it,  handling  it ;  so  I  had  to  sell  it 
out  or  run  the  chance  of  getting  it  broke.  All  I 
got  was  ten  dollars.  I  made  another,  but  only  got 
nve  dollars ;  so  that  branch  of  business  had  to  be 
abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

About  this  time  an  order  came  to  have  us 
move,  just  as  we  had  got  comfortably  lodged 
for  the  winter;  and  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Companies  B,  £,  F,  H,  I,  and  K,  left  for 
Fort  Mason,  eighty-five  miles  firom  Verde.  We 
left  sixty  men  at  Verde.  We  all  got  safely  to 
Mason,  and  there  the  command  was  split  up  into 
five  parties,  one  to  Fort  McKuvett,  one  to  Camp 
Colorado,  one  to  Camp  Cooper,  one  to  Fort  Bel- 
knap, and  Companies  B  and  K,  in  all  fiftv-eight 
men,  to  Fort  Chadboume,  clear  up  in  the  Ca- 
manche  nation  of  Indians. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  were  three  months 
and  fifteen  days  in  Camp  Verde. 

All  these  forts  that  I  nave  mentioned  are  on  the 
Indian  frontier,  and  were  formerly  garrisoned  by 
Qur  soldiers,  but  none  of  us  had  ever  been  to  any 
of  them ;  but  at  the  time  I  am  writing  about  they 
were  garrisoned  by  the  rebels,  and  we  were  dis- 
tributed amongst  them,  as  I  tell  you,  for  safe 
keeping.  I  had  the  good  luck  to  go  with  my  com- 
pany, £.,  to  Chadbourne,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Fort  Mason.  We  got  there  without 
any  mishap,  and  remained  there  three  months  and 
fourteen  days.  We  had  all  the  liberty  we  wanted, 
but  we  could  not  set  awav,  as  there  was  not  a 
house  for  over  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  an  In- 


dian country ;  so  we  had  to  make  the  best  of  it 
Here  we  were  well  treated,  and  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  could  not  get  a  smoke  for  any  money;  we 
were  all  nearly  craxy  for  tobacco;  we  smoked 
everything »- leaves,  cofiee,  tea,  weeds,  and  paper, 
and,  finally,  to  wind  up  our  troubles,  got  out  c^ 
fiour,  and  went  without  bread  for  twenty-four 
days.  Beef  also  run  short,  and  the  rebel  Captain 
in  charge  of  the  fort  told  us  he  would  go  out 
with  a  party  of  men  and  kill  some  bufialo ;  so  some 
of  our  men  went  along,  myself  amongst  the  num- 
ber. We  had  only  to  go  some  thirty  miles. 
When  we  came  on  the  range  of  the  anunals  be 
furnished  us  with  good  horses,  guns,  and  six 
shooting  pistols.  We  had  a  fine  time,  and  the 
first  day  Killed  nineteen,  and  the  next  eleven. 
We  only  took  the  tongue  and  humps,  put  them  in 
the  wagons,  and  went  home  a^n ;  but  that  would 
not  last  long ;  so  the  Captam  told  us  he  would 
leave  the  fort  if  the  flour  aid  not  come  on  such  a 
day,  and  as  we  had  been  living  on  nothing  but 
beans  for  some  weeks,  we  were  not  in  very  good 
trim  for  marching  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
the  nearest  way  we  could  get  to  Mason ;  but  the 
boys  went  through  all  right  I  took  sick  the 
night  before  the  most  of  the  men  started,  and 
came  pretty  near  dying,  but  God  willed  it  other- 
wise. I  had  to  stop  behind  with  four  other  men 
of  my  company  for  ten  days,  as  there  were  not 
wagons  enough  to  take  the  property ;  but  we  sot 
to  Mason  a  few  days  after  the  others.  On  uob 
march  down  we  made  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  in  five  days ;  one  day  we  marched  thirty- 
eight  miles,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  but  beans  and 
cofiee.  At  Fort  Mason  we  were  found  in  a  few 
days  by  our  other  companies  that  had  been  at  the 
other  forts.  During  the  winter  we  were  all  put 
in  a  camp  without  any  tents,  but  the  weather  by 
this  time  was  beginning  to  be  fine,  (ApriL)  We 
all  commenced  comparing  notes ;  but  I  think  we 
had  a  little  the  hardest  times. 

I  must  not  enter  into  detail,  but  it  is  hard  to 
finish  now  without  a  full  account  We  had  a 
good  camp  *at  Mason,  fine  water  and  plenty  of 
wood ;  so  we  commenced  building  brush  nouses  to 
keep  ofi*  the  heat  of  the  sun.  That  was  quite  a 
job,  for  the  weather  is  extremely  hot  there  in  the 
summer  months ;  but  the  sheds  were  built,  and  we 
were  quite  comfortable  imder  the  circumstance* ; 
but  when  it  rained  we  used  to  catch  it  ail ;  oar 
things  got  wet,  but  we  did  not  mind  that  much. 
We  now  be^n  to  be  much  in  need  of  clothing, 
shoes,  and  m  fact  everything;  but  we  went  to 
work,  got  flour  sacks,  made  shirts  an^  trousers, 
and  got  some  canvas  and  made  slippers,  with 
raw-mde  soles ;  but  we  were  always  clean  and  neat 
even  in  our  old  clothes,  and  kept  lip  our  hearts, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  last  forever.  I  can  now 
say  I  am  a  pretty  good  carpenter,  builder,  tailor, 
and  shoemaker ;  you  would  be  surprised. 

It  was  at  Mason  we  heard  of  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans.  I  was  out  on  a  fishing  tour  fourteen 
miles  from  camp,  and  heard  the  good  news ;  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  stop  long  to  fish  after 
that,  but  hurried  home  to  acquaint  the  otheiv 
with  the  good  news.    Shortly  after  that  event. 
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through  some  reports  sent  to  General  Bee  at  San 
Antonio,  he  ordered  us  to  he  closely  guarded,  and 
not  to  allow  us  to  see  anj  citisens.  So  a  guard 
vas  put  all  around  our  camp,  and  we  were  regu- 
larly penned  up ;  but  soon  after  that  we  got  an 
order  to  move  to  San  Antonio — we  were  told,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  paroled.  We  did  not  ex- 
actly believe  it,  but  we  were  getting  tired  of  Ma- 
son, and  wanted  to  get  to  San  Antonio,  where  we 
could  better  hear  and  see  what  was  doing.  So, 
after  a  stay  in  Mason  of  three  months  and  sixteen 
days,  we  started  on  the  road  once  more.  I  for;^t 
to  mention  that  while  we  were  in  Mason,  Major 
Hill,  a  rebel  officer,  offered  any  of  the  men  passes 
if  they  would  go  to  work  for  some  of  the  mrmers 
round  there ;  but  he  made  nothing  by  it,  for  al- 
though we  were  offered  five  dollars  a  day,  and 
had  no  clothes,  and  wanted  the  money,  not  one 
man  would  do  a  thing  for  them ;  at  Uie  same  time 
the  crops  were  ripe,  but  the  farmers  had  no  one 
to  help  them ;  and  while  at  Mason  our  coffee  was 
stopped,  and  we  got  rye  and  wheat  instead.  It 
is  a  great  dish,  I  assure  you ;  but  we  soon  got  used 
to  that,  and  it  went  just  as  good  as  the  pture  old 
Java. 

Nothing  of  any  particular  note  occurred  on  the 
inarch  to  San  Antonio.    The  weather  was  very 
hot,  roasting,  but  bv  that  time  we  were  all  pretty 
well  acclimated,  and  could  go  as  far  in  a  day  and 
hither  than  the  Secesh  horses.    They  were  dying 
on  the  road  every  day,  while  we  were  improving. 
In  due  time  we  arrived  in  San  Antonio  for  the 
second  time,  and  of  course  were  on  tiptoe  to  know 
what  was  going  to  be  done  with  us.    Finally  we 
vere  ordered  to  a  camp  on  the  head  of  the  San 
Antonio  River,  five  miles  from  the  latter  place  — 
a  good  camp,  with  plenty  of  wood,  and  a  good  river 
to  bathe  in.    That  was  what  we  wanted,  for  a  sol- 
dier is  out  of  his  element  if  he  has  not  plenty  of 
vater.    After  we  had  been  in  camp  a  few  days, 
Captain  Price,  a  Confederate  officer,  came  and  told 
as  that  we  were  going  to  be  paroled  but  that  if 
any  of  us  wanted  to  join  their  army  we  could  get 
a  commission  and  all  our  pay ;  but  the  bait  would 
not  take,  and  we  all  remained  true  blue  to  the  old 
flag.    We  were  then  visited  by  General  Bee  and 
the  Inspecting  General.    He  complimented  us 
lughly  for  our  clean  and  healthy  appearance,  and 
asked  us  to  join  the  South ;  but  still  the  same  an- 
swer.   We  then  asked  him  about  the  parole  and 
why  we  were  guarded  so  closely.     He  told  us  it 
was  our  own  faults  that  we  were  not  free  long  be- 
fore ;  that  we  could  be  soon  then  by  joining ;  but 
he  knew  It  would  not  work ;  so  he  threatened  to 
punish  us  still  more.    We  told  him  to  do  'his 
vorat;  that  our  day  would  come  some  time.    He 
then  told  us  we  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with 
Bome  of  the  disloyal  citizens  of  the  country,  and 
▼ould  have  to  be  kept  under  a  dose  guard  as  long 
as  we  were  prisoners  in  Texas. 

Shortly  after  this  we  were  joined  in  our  camp 
^  the  sixty  men  that  were  left  in  Camp  Verde. 
They  were  all  in  good  health,  but  like  the  balance 
of  us,  were  all  disappointed  in  not  getting  paroled ; 
but  we  soon  went  about  building  more  summer 


houses,  and  after  that  was  done,  started  and  built 
a  theatre  out  of  green  bushes,  boards,  and  moss, 
which  we  found  in  abundance  on  all  the  large 
trees ;  we  had  quite  a  fine  place,  and  as  we  all 
gave  a  hand  to  the  work,  it  was  soon  completed. 
We  had  a  good  stage  of  boards,  foot-lights,  and 
a  drop>curtain  made  out  of  a  wagon  cover.  The 
building  would  seat  about  five  hundred  persons 
comfortably,  the  seats  made  out  of  boards  and 
large  trunks  of  trees ;  but  the  greatest  trouble  was 
to  raise  funds  to  start  with.  That,  however,  was 
accomplished  by  the  rebel  officers  making  a  dona- 
tion in  the  shape  of  some  fifty  dollars  in  Confed- 
erate money ;  with  that  we  bought  dresses,  wigs, 
and  candles  to  light  up  with.  We  had  a  big  time 
the  opening  night,  and  the  receipts  of  the  house 
amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  dollars ;  of  course 
none  of  our  party  paid  any,  but  all  the  rangers 
had  to  come  aown  or  else  stop  out  We  had  very 
good  music,  having  some  tip-top  musicians 
amongst  us ;  we  had  to  borrow  the  instruments 
in  San  Antonio.  The  orchestra  consisted  of 
three  fiddles,  one  flute,  one  clarinet,  and  a  guitar. 
We  gave  entertainments  twice  a  week  as  long  as 
there  was  any  monev  around.  At  last  so  many 
of  our  men  used  to  be  away  from  camp  that  there 
was  an  order  given  to  put  on  a  close  guard,  and 
allow  no  one  outside  the  lines  on  any  business, 
and  any  of  us  found  outside  the  guai'd  were  or- 
dered to  be  shot ;  but  that  did  not  keep  us  in,  for 
then  we  were  determined  to  go  out  anyhow,  to 
show  them  that  they  could  not  keep  us  in.  We 
tried  all  kinds  of  plans  to  get  out,  and  then  came 
back  and  told  them  we  had  been  in  town.  The 
officers  came  down  heavy  on  the  guard  for  letting 
us  out,  but  they  could  not  find*  out  how  we  run 
the  blockade ;  but  we  did.  About  this  time  some 
of  the  men  determined  to  make  their  escape,  and 
go  over  into  Mexico,  nearly  three  hundred  miles. 
We  tried  to  dissuade  them  from  it,  but  .they  were 
getting  tired  of  the  whole  arrangement,  and  would 
go;  so  some  fifteen  started  one  night  in  three 
different  parties  for  the  Kio  Grande.  They  were 
not  missed  for  tl^ree  days.  The  rebels  vowed 
vengenance  against  us  and  them,  and  thirty 
mounted  men  started  after  them ;  nine  escapea, 
and  the  other  five  got  out  of  provisions  and  had 
to  apply  for  some  at  a  house,  where  they  were 
capturea  and  brought  back,  after  being  nearly 
safe.  They  then  put  balls  and  chains  on  their 
legs,  and  confined  them  in  the  guard-house ;  but 
one  night  two  of  the  five  cut  the  chains  and 
started  off  again.  They  were  missed  in  about  an 
hour,  but  they  were  not  caught  for  two  days. 
They  travelled  forty-five  miles  the  night  they  left. 
Major  Taylor,  the  officer  in  command,  told  them 
that  he  had  orders  to  shoot  them,  but  that  if  they 
promised  him  that  they  would  not  run  away  again, 
ne  would  let  them  off;  so  they  had  to  promise. 
The  guard  was  now  doubled,  and  it  was  mighty 
hard  to  get  out ;  but  we  did  do  it,  after  all,  and 
four  more  stfirted,  and  sot  dear  through  to  Mex- 
ico, and  from  there  to  New  Orleans.  We  were  a 
little  too  sharp  for  their  sentinels.  About  this 
time  the  weather  was  beginning  to  look  wintry, 
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and  we  concluded  we  b&d  better  go  to  work  and 
build  winter  quarters ;  so  in  a  short  time  some 
one  hundred  ranches  were  up,  but  they  were  fA 
inferior  to  the  Camp  Verde  ones.  When  most  of 
them  were  finished,  we  were  again  ordered  to  change 
camp,  and  ^o  to  a  permanent  one  for  the  winter, 
on  the  Seawillows,  thirty  miles  from  where  we  were. 
Major  Taylor  waited  for  a  rainy  day,  and  then  or- 
dered us  to  march  and  keep  in  ranks,  or  he  would 
order  the  guard  to  shoot  us  down.  Now,  we 
could  not  march  in  ranks  on  account  of  the  mud, 
*  and  he  actually  gave  the  order  to  shoot  us ;  but 
the  guard,  more  sensible  than  himself,  refused  to 
do  it,  when  he  told  them  he  would  have  them  shot 
for  disobeying  his  orders ;  but  they  only  laughed 
at  him,  and  we  marched  as  we  pleased.  He  could 
make  nothing  of  us,  and  gave  it  up  for  a.  bad  job. 
However,  we  got  to  our  destination  next  day,  and 
the  Major  told  us  how  we  should  build  in  streets ; 
but  you  may  bet  now  we  done  exactly  contrary  to 
how  he  had  ordered.  He  told  us  he  would  make 
us  tear  them  down  again,  but  we  only  laughed  at 
him,  and  said  we  would  suit  ourselves.  We 
worked  at  cutting  down  trees  and  splitting  them 
up  into  pickets,  and  carrying  rocks,  for  three  days, 
and  there  were  a  good  many  got  their  places 
finished,  when  on  the  morning  ot  the  fourtn  day 
an  order  arrived  to  bring  us  back  to  San  Antonio 
to  get  paroled  sure,  and  leave  the  state.  We  all 
gave  three  cheers  for  the  Union,  and  every  one 
knocked  off  work  and  got  ready  for  a  move.  We 
heard  the  order  read  by  old  Taylor ;  he  had 
changed  completely  from  savage  to  mild,  but  we 
knew  the  old  rascal  too  well  to  trust  him.  We 
started  back  the  next  day  and  got  to  Camp  Worth, 
near  San  Antonio,  where  the  order  read  we  were 
to  be  paroled  and  furnished  with  an  escort  to 
the  Federal  lines.  • 

We  were  all  paroled  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
December,  1862,  to  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  guard  was  then  taken  off,  and  on  the 
first  day  of  January  we  started  on  our  march  for 
home,  with  an  escort  of  eighty  cavalry,  composed 
mostly  of  Germans.  They  were  not  very  strong 
for  secession,  but  they  had,  like  a  good  manv 
others,  to  become  soldiers  or  hang  on  the  branch 
of  some  tree.  I  cannot  give  you  much  details  of 
the  march  through  Texas  into  Louisiana,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles ;  but  it  was 
Eretty  hard  on  all  of  us,  as  the  roads  were  in  a 
ad  condition  firom  the  heavy  rains.  In  some 
places  we  had  to  lie  over  four  days,  as  we  could 
not  get  the  wagons  through  the  mud  and  sand. 
We  had  plenty  of  liberty  to  go  wherever  we 
pleased,  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  privilege 
to  go  on  foraging  parties  after  fat  pigs,  chickens, 
&c.  I  am  certain  that  we  must  have  killed  on 
the  trip  one  thousand  hogs ;  in  some  camps  everv 
two  men  had  one  whole  one*to  themselves,  ft 
was  a  good  thing  they  were  plenty,  for  we  could 
get  no  beef,  ana  we  were  living  on  corn  bread 
alone,  without  a  grain  of  coffee.  Thp  Captain  that 
came  along  with  the  escort  remonstrated  with  us 
about  the  pork  business ;  but  we  lent  a  deaf  ear  to 
all  bis  pleadings  in  favor  of  good  onder  and  peace. 


for  pork  we  had  to  have,  no  matter  what  the  cost 
was.  I  tell  you  it  used  to  be  fun  to  see  the  boys 
in  full  pursuit  of  a  big  hog,  some  with  clubs, 
others  with  knives  and  rocks ;  verv  few  could  es- 
cape the  doom  if  we  ever  got  after  him.  The 
owners  used  to  come  to  the  camps  to  complain, 
and  we  would  tell  them.  You  voted  for  war ;  now 
you  must  pay  for  it ;  so  clear  out.  Rather  a  cool 
way  of  doing  business,  I  confess,  but  a  sure  way, 
for  we  were  on  the  strong  side. 

Well,  after  fojrty-seven  days  on  the  march  we 
got  into  Shreveport,  at  the  head  of  the  Red  River, 
and  took  a  steamboat  Our  tramping  was  all  over 
now,  but  we  were  worse  off  on  board  the  boat  ' 
than  when  on  the  march.  We  were  all  huddled  in 
a  place  not  big  enough  to  hold  a  fourth  of  us ; 
of  course  none  could  sleep,  and  there  was  no 
place  to  cook  during  the  day ;  but  the  boat  lay  up 
at  night,  and  we  went  on  shore  and  cooked  enougn 
to  do  until  night  again.  In  three  days  we  reached 
Alexandria,  where  we  changed  boats.  While  in 
Alexandria  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  towed  in 
as  a  prize,  along  with  twenty-three  prisoners 
taken  on  board  of  her.  We  took  them  along 
with  us,  and  you  may  be  sure  there  were  a  good 
many  questions  asked ;  but  they  could  not  tell  us 
much,  as  they  were  not  very  well  posted  about 
the  war,  or  anything  else  we  cared  about  knowing. 
We  went  seventy  miles  down  Red  River,  to 
within  a  mile  of  Fort  Taylor,  where  the  steamer 
General  Quitman  was  lying,  and  there  found 
three  companies  of  the  Forty-second  Massachu- 
setts regiment  and  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  La^e, 
who  were  all  taken  prisoners  at  Galveston  on  the 
first  of  January,  the  same  day  we  started  firom 
San  Antonio.  We  had  heard  about  the  fight,  but 
did  not  believe  it  We  were  now  reenforced  by 
three  hundred  and  twenty,  which  made  the  party 
over  six  hundred  strong,  not  counting  the  Scotch 
Grays  that  the  latter  party  had  along.  We  were 
delayed  at  Fort  Taylor  three  days,  wdting  for 
wood ;  but  we  finally  got  under  way  again,  and  got 
into  Port  Hudson,  a  strongly  fortified  town  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 
Here  we  stopped  all  night,  and  the  next  morning 
went  down  the  river,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
Baton  RoOge,  where  we  were  received  by  the 
Federal  officers. 

I  can  hardly  describe  my  feelings  on  landing 
once  more  on  the  soil  where  the  stars  and  stripes 
were  so  proudly  waving  from  the  tall  masts  of  the 
men-of-war  lyin^  in  the  river.  Well,  we  were  land- 
ed inside  our  Imes  after  being  prisoners  of  war 
twenty-two  months.  We  marched  up  to  the  city 
and  got  quarters  and  supper,  and  the  whole  party 
started  at  eight  o'clock  on  a  boat  for  New  Or- 
leans, where  we  arrived  in  safety  the  next  mom* 
ing.  From  there  we  were  taken  to  CarroUton, 
eight  miles  above  New  Orleans,  to  a  camp.  We 
were  treated  in  the  best  possible  manner  by  all 
the  officers  and  men.  General  Emory  made  a 
speech,  in  which  he  complimented  us  for  our 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  told  us  we 
could  and  would  have  everything  that  would  con- 
tribute to  our  comfort 
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THE 'battle  at  GETTYSBURG. 

EEPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  HENBT  C.  COATES. 

Headquabtbbs  First  Rkgimeht  Mih.  Vol.,  ) 

Battle-Fiku)  near  Gbtttsburo,  Pa.,  > 

Jaly  6, 1863.     ) 

YouB  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit  to  you  a  brief  statement  of  the 
movements  of  this  reg^ent  since  leaving  Fal- 
mouth, Va. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  fourteenth,  we  struck 
tents,  and  moved  about  five  miles  towards  Staf- 
ford Court  House,  when  we  were  ordered  back  on 
picket,  at  Sedgewick's  Crossing,  below  Falmouth. 
At  three  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
we  were  withdrawn,  and  moved  again  towards 
Stafford  Court  House,  our  corns  forming  the  rear 
guard  of  the  army.  We  reacned  Ac(|uia  Creek, 
near  Dumfries,  that  night — twenty -eight  miles  ; 
and  on  the  next  day  marched  to  Occoquan  — 
sixteen  miles  farther.  On  the  seventeenth  we 
marched  to  Fairfax  Station,  and  on  the  nineteenth 
to  Centreville. 

Up  to  this,  the  weather  had  been  very  hot,  and 
the  men  suffered  severely  from  the  hard  marching. 
Od  the  twentieth  we  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
train,  and  marched  in  a  severe  rain  to  Gainesville, 
reaching  that  place  after  midnight.  On  the  next 
day  we  went  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  where  we  were 
kept  upon  picket  duty  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when 
ve  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  tne  Potomac. 
The  regiment  was  shelled  by  the  enemy  at  Hay- 
market  ;  one  man  was  wounded,  and  Colonel  Col- 
Tille's  horse  killed  under  him.  We  reached  Gum 
Spring  on  that  night,  twenty-two  miles,  and  at 
noon  of  the  next  day  arrived  at  Edwards'  Ferry 
on  the  Potomac,  which  we  crossed  in  the  night, 
and  bivouacked  near  our  old  camp. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  we  marched  to  Sugar- 
Lonf  Mountain,  and  on  the  next  day  reachc^d  the 
Monocacy,  near  Frederick  City,  Mci. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  we  made  a  march  of  thirty- 
one  miles  to  Uniontown,  near  the  .Pennsylvania 
Hne,  where  we  found  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
and  laid  over  one  day  for  stated  muster. 

On  the  first  of  July  we  marched  within  two  miles 
of  this  place,  where  we  found  portions  of  the 
anny  who  had  been  in  the  battle  of  that  day. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  second 
instant,  we  were  ordered  into  position  in  the  front, 
and  about  the  centre  of  our  line — just  to  the 
jeft  of  the  town.  The  battle  commenced  at  day- 
light, and  raged  with  fury  the  entire  day.  We 
were  under  a  severe  artillery  fire,  but  not  actively 
engaged  until  about  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  we 
vere  moved  to  support  Battery  one,  Fourth 
United  States  artillery.  Company  F  had  been 
wtached  from  the  regiment  as  skirmishers,  and 
Company  L  as  sharpshooters.  Our  infantry,  who 
had  advanced  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and 
pushed  him  for  a  while,  were  in  turn  driven  back 
Ml  some  confusion,  the  enemy  following  them  in 
^avy  force.  ^  ^ 

To  check  them,  we  were  ordered  to  advance, 
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which  we  did,  moving  at  double-quick  down  the 
slope  of  the  hill,  right  upon  the  rebel  line.  The 
fire  we  encountered  here  was  terrible,  and,  id- 
tJhough  we  inflicted  severe  punishment  upon  the 
enemy,  and  checked  his  advance,  it  was  with  the 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  more  than  two  thirds 
of  our  men  who  were  engaged.  Here  Captain  Mul- 
ler,  of  Company  £,  and  Lieutennat  Farrer,  of 
Company  I,  were  killed,  and  Captain  Pcriam,  of 
Company  K,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  CoIviUe, 
Lieuteuant-Colonel  Adams,  Major  Downie,  A(lju- 
tant  Poller,  and  Lieutenants  Sinclair,  Company 
B,  Demorest,  Company  E,  DeGray,  Company  G, 
and  Boyd,  Company  1,  were  severely  wounded. 
Colonel  ColviUe  is  shot  through  the  shoulder  and 
foot ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams  is  shot  through 
the  chest  and  twice  through  the  leg,  and  his  re- 
cover}' is  doubtful.  Fully  two  thirds  of  the  en- 
listed men  engaged  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Companies  F,  C,  and  L,  not  being  engaged 
here,  did  not  sufier  severely  on  this  day's  fight. 
The  command  of  the  regiment  now  devolved  upon 
Captain  Nathan  S.  Messick. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning  the  enemy  re- 
newed the  battle  with  vigor,  on  the  right  and  left 
of  our  line,  with  infantry,  and  about  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  opened  upon  the  centre,  where  we  were 
posted,  a  most  terrible  fire  of  artillery,  which  con- 
tinued without  intermission  until  three  o'clock 
p.  M.,  when  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
were  thrown  suddenly  forward  against  our  posi- 
tion. They  marched  resolutely  m  the  face  of  a 
withering  fire  up  to  our  line,  and  succeeded  in 
planting  their  colors  on  one  of  our  batteries. 
They  held  it  but  a  moment,  as  our  regiment,  with 
others  of  the  division,  rushed  upon  them,  the 
colors  of  our  regimeilt  in  advance,  and  retook  the 
battery,  capturing  nearly  the  entire  rebel  force 
who  remained  ftbve.  Our  regiment  took  about 
five  hundred  prisoners.  Several  stands  of  rebel 
colors  were  here  taken.  Private  Marshall  Sher- 
man,' of  Company  C,  captured  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia  regiment. 

Our  entire  regiment,  except  Company  L,  was 
in  the  fight,  and  our  loss  again  was  very  severe. 
Captain  Messick,  while  gallantly  leading  the  regi- 
ment, was  killed  early.  Captain  W.  B.  Farrdl, 
Company  C,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  last 
night.  Lieutenant  Mason,  Company  D,  received 
three  wounds,  and  Lieutenant^  Harmon,  Com- 
pany C,  Heffelfinger,  Company  D,  and  May, 
Company  B,  were  also  wounded.  The  enemy 
suffered  tenibly  here,  and  is  now  retreating. 

Our  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  is  heart-rend- 
ing, and  will  carry  mourning  into  all  parts  of  the 
state.  But  they  have  fallen  in  a  holy  cause,  and 
their  memory  will  not  soon  perish.  Our  loss  is 
four  commissioned  officers  and  forty-seven  men 
killed,  thirteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  men  wounded)  and  six  men  missing.  Total, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  out  of  less  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty  men  and  officers  engaged. 

Several  acts  of  heroic  daring  occurred  in  this 
battle.  I  cannot  now  attempt  to  enumerate 
them.  The  bearing  of  Colonel  ColviUe  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams,  in  the  fight  of  Tues* 
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day»  was  conspicuously  gallant  HeroicaUv  urging 
them  on  to  the  attack,  they  fell  very  nearly  at  the 
same  moment,  (their  wounds  comparatively  dis- 
abling them,)  so  far  in  the  advance  tnat  some  time 
elapsed  before  they  were  got  off  the  field.  Major 
Downie  received  two  bullets  through  the  arm 
before  he  turned  over  the  command  to  Cap- 
tain Messick.  Color-Sergeant  E.  P.  Perkins  and 
two  of  the  color-guard,  successively  bearing  the 
flag,  were  wounded  in  Thursday's  fiffht  On 
Friday  Corporal  Dehr,  of  Company  A,  the  last  of 
the  color-guard,  when  close  upon  the  enemy,  was 
shot  through  the  hand,  and  the  flagstaff  cut  in 
two ;  Corporal  Henry  D.  O'Brien,  of  Company 
D,  instantly  seized  the  flag  by  the  remnant  or  the 
staff,  and,  waving  it  over  his  head,  rushed 
right  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  muskets ; 
nearly  at  the  moment  of  victory,  he  too  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  but  the  flag  was  instantly 
grasped  by  Corporal  W.  N.  Irvine,  of  Company 
D,  who  still  cJBurries  its  tattered  remnants.  Com- 
pany L,  Captain  Berger,  supported  Kirby's  bat- 
tery throughout  the  battle,  and  did  very  effective 
service.  Every  man  in  the  regiment  did  his 
whole  duty.    With  great  respect,  I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  COATES, 
C^>tain,  commanding^  First  Regiment 
Minneeota  Volunteers. 

His  Excellency,  Alexander  Ramsat, 

Governor  ox  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

JOHN  W.  PLUMMER'8  ACCOUNT. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1 863,  we  started  from  Union- 
town,  Md.,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Pennsylvania, 
via  Tenaly  town.  We  arrived  after  very  slow  march- 
ing at  Tenalytown  about  noon,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  from  W n,  and  thirteen  from  Get- 
tysburg, and  halted  in  a  woods,  cooked  our  din- 
ners, and  were  given  to  understand  that  we  were 
to  remain  during  the  rest  of  the  day  at  least.  So 
on  the  thought  of  that,  one  of  my  comrades  and  I 
went  off  and  found  a  creek,  and  washed  our  shirts 
and  socks,  having  had  no  opportunity  of  performing 
this  needful  operation  of  late ;  but  we  had  scarce- 
ly got  back  when  the  order  came  to  march,  and 
we  had  the  alternative  of  carrying  our  wet  shirts 
or  throwing  them  away,  and  trust  toJProvidence 
to'jget  some  more ;  but  we  decided  to  carry  them, 
heavy  though  thev  were.  Hot  was  the  day,  and 
tired  were  we,  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  and 
rapid  march  Ijefore  we  halted  again.  We  spread 
them  out  on  our  knapsacks,  so  that  in  travelling 
along  they  were  drying  and  continually  lessening 
our  load.  When  about  three  miles  from  Tenaly- 
town, we  began  to  hear  the  first  rumors  and  re- 
ports we  had  heard  of  a  battle  then  progressing 
at  Gettysburg,  and  also  plainly  see  the  two  lines 
of  smoke  of  the  two  contei^ding  parties'  fire. 
That  accounted  for  our  sudden  orders  to  march. 
Rumors  came  thicker  as  we  neared  the  field,  from 
citizens,  cavalrymen,  and  orderlies ;  but,  as  usual 
on  such  occasions,  so  contradictory  we  could  make 
nothing  definite  or  reliable  out  of  them,  though 
the  weight  of  them  seemed  to  satisfy  us  that  at  the 
close  of  the  battle  our  forces  were  worsted,  and 


had  to  fall  back  some  distance,  though  we  did  not 
get  near  enough  to  the  field  that  night  to  see  many 
wounded  men  or  skedaddlers,  if  there  were  many 
of  the  latter  class. 

We  halted  about  three  miles  from  Gettysburg 
about  nine  o'clock  that  night,  and  had  orders  to 
build  breastworks  of  the  fence  rails ;  but  as  we 
were  pretty  tired,  and  couldn't  really  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  work  that  far  from  the  field,  we  boys 
did  not  build  any,  but  lay  down  to  sleep,  whichy 
as  it  afterwards  proved,  was  just  as  well,  as  no 
fighting  was  done  there.  The  country,  after  we 
crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line,  seemed  very  much, 
like  some  of  the  poorer  parts  of  Virginia,  and  the 
people  like  the  Virginians,  for  they  seemed  per- 
fectiy  indifferent  to  our  army  passmg  through, 
and  the  great  conflict  which  was  raging  and  still 
to  rage  so  near  their  homes,  and  on  the  result  of 
which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  country. 
One  group  in  particular,  we  saw,  were,  we  be- 
lieved, truly  loyal,  as  one  of  them,  a  very  intelli- 
gent looking  woman,  said  to  us  while  passing, 
with  much  feeling,  "  It  gives  us  so  muchpleasure 
to  see  our  good  Union  soldiers  coming  T*  Many 
a  fervent "  God  bless  you ! "  and  "  Good  for  you !  ** 
were  uttered  by  the  tired  and  weary  soldiers,  and 
many,  too,  forgot  their  weariness  and  their  loads, 
feeling  that  for  such  they  could  fight  and  endure 
any  hardship  without  grumbling.  One  of  our 
bojs,  poor  fellow !  he  is  now  dead,  (Russ  Allen,) 
said,  '*  Boys,  who  wouldn't  fight  for  such  as  these  ?  " 
Just  that  little  expression,  and  the  way  it  was  ex- 
pressed, seemed  to  put  new  Hfe  into  all  of  us,  and 
we  resolved,  if  possible,  to  give  them  yet  more 
pleasure  by  driving  the  invaders  from  their  soiL 

The  next  morning  we  were  called  up  about  day- 
light, and  before  we  had  time  to  get  coffee,  had  to 
march  for  the  battle-field,  where  we  arrived  soon. 
Troops  were  moving  around  in  every  direction, 
getting  in  position  for  the  coming  battle.  Our 
corps  was  marched  to  the  centre ;  but  before  being 
placed  in  position  on  the  line  we  were  to  occupy, 
we  were  closed  in  column  to  hear  an  order  and  an 
appeal  to  the  troops  by  General  Gibbons,  our  di- 
vision commander.  It  was  good,  and  we  all  felt 
better  after  hearing  it  It  told  of  the  great  issue 
at  stake  in  the  coming  contest  —  appealing  to  all 
to  do  their  duty  and  win  the  gratitude  and  esteem 
of  our  friends  and  of  the  nation,  and  ordered  that 
every  one  found  skulking  away  in  time  of  action 
should  suffer  death.  I  have  always  thought  it 
would  do  good  to  make  these  addresses  to  troops 
before  going  into  action,  to  rouse  their  enthusiasm 
and  make  them  fight  much  better.  Napoieoa 
used  to,  and  the  Southerners  do ;  but  it  is  prac- 
tised but  little  in  our  army.  One  thing  oar 
armies  lack  is  enthusiasm ;  and  no  efforts  are 
made  to  create  it,  when,  in  many  cases,  it  would 
accomplish  more  than  real  bravery  or  buU-doff 
coura^ ;  so  I  think,  at  least.  Well,  our  corps  and 
batteries  got  into  position  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
occasionally  a  shot  was  fired  from  our  guns,  and 
some  sharp  skirmishing  was  carried  on  in  froat 
of  our  lines.  Our  brigade  was  not  in  front ;  so  w« 
went  to  making  coffee  and  cooking,  and  filling  op 
the  inner  man,  preparatory  to  the  coming  strug^ 
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About  two  o'dock  the  rebels  opened  on  us 
om  some  of  their  batteries,  and  the  way  the 
ambolances,  hospital  men,  stragglers,  and  darkies 
did  skedaddle  for  the  rear,  was  amusing  to  those 
old  fellows  who  had  got  used,  somewhat,  to  sudh 
^ngs  as  shells.  Several  men  of  the  brigade  were 
wounded,  and  one  shell  killed  a  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany I,  named  Woodworth,  and  wounded  three 
others.  ,  After  lying  there  about  two  hours,  or 
till  four  o'clock,  we  weie  ordered  to  get  our  things 

00  and  be  ready  to  move,  as  the  Third  corps  on 
our  left  was  going  in,  and  we  might  be  needed  to 
help  them.  The  artillery  and  musketry  then  com- 
menced firing  on  the  lefx,  and  continued  with  but 
little  change  for  two  hours,  when  our  men  began 
to  give  way  slowly.  We  were  at  once  ordered 
up  to  the  left  to  support  our  batteries,  and  check 
the  rebels'  advance.  We  were  marched  up  there 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  ordered  to  lie  down 
in  front  of  the  batteries,  as  the  shot  and  shell  were 
coming  over  pretty  plentifully.  From  there  we 
could  look  all  over  the  field,  see  our  lines,  the 
rebel  lines,  and  their  batteries  very  plainly.    As 

1  saw  our  men  fall  back,  rally,  and  fall  back  again, 
tkedaddlers  rushing  to  the  rear  in  squads,  I  never 
felt  80  bad  in  my  life.  I  thought  sure  the  day 
ins  cone  for  us,  and  felt  that  I  would  prefer  to 
die  there,  rather  than  live  and  suffer  the  disgrace 
and  humiliation  a  defeat  of  our  army  there  would 
entail  on  us;  and  if  ever  I  offered  a  sincere 
prayer  in  my  Hfe,  it  was  then,  that  we  might  be 
saved  from  defeat.  We  all  felt  bad,  but  resolved, 
when  our  chance  came,  to  do  our  best  to  retrieve 
the  fortunes  of  the  day,  hardly  expecting  to  come 
out  of  the  conflict  unharmed.  Our  turn  soon 
came.  We  were  ordered  forward  against  the 
enemy,  who  were  then  within  musket  range  of 
us ;  and  if  any  ever  were  willing  and  anxious  to 
go  forward  into  what  we  all  could  see  was  a  dead- 
ly place,  our  boys  were.  We  had  two  open  fields 
to  advance  over,  while  the  rebels  were  coming  down 
over  another  open  field,  and  the  Third  corps  fall- 
inj^  back  before.  We  went  forward  on  a  run,  and 
wuh  a  yell,  till  about  half  way  across  the  second 
field,  when  we  were  ordered,  for  some  unaccount- 
able reason  to  us,  to  halt,  and  the  bullets  were 
coming  like  bail-stones,  and  whittling  our  boys 
like  grain  before  the  sickle.  "  Why  don't  they 
let  us  charge  ?  "  cried  all  of  us.  "  Why  do  they 
stop  us  here  to  be  murdered?"  Every  one 
seemed  anxious  to  go  forward,  and  some  run  way 
out  ahead  and  beckoned  for  us  to  come  on.  We 
bave  always  believed  that  a  determined  tharge 
vouM  break  any  line,  and  that  more  would  be 
iccompUsbed  and  less  life  lost,  than  by  l}ing 
down  and  firing  two  or  three  hours.  We  felt 
that  we  could  check  and  force  them  to  retreat,  and 
«e  wanted  to  go  against  them  with  a  vengeance 
and  get  over  the  deadly  ^ound  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. We  were  halted  again  when  across  the  second 
field;  and  though  by  this  time  few  were  left, 
we  were  juat  as  anxious  to  go  forward.  We  were 
slmost  together,  and  the  rebels  had  nearly  flanked 
the  right  of  the  regipient  But  what  surprised 
me  most  was  to  see  some  of  the  rebels,  not  fifty 
yards  from  us,  standing  out  openly  and  loading 


and  firing  as  deliberately  as  though  they  were  in 
no  danger  whatever.  Ah!  there  is  no  mistake 
but  what  some  of  those  rebels  are  just  as  brave  as 
it  is  possible  for  human  beings  to  be.  I  expected 
they  would  turn  and  run  when  they  saw  us  coming 
so  determinedly,  and  I  believe  they  would,  had 
we  gone  right  on.  We  had  fired  but  a  few 
shots  before  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  Twas 
some  time  before  we  could  hear  the  order,  and 
when  we  did  the  right  of  the  regiment  was  half 
way  back.  We  dreaded  to  go  back  for  the  dan- 
ger of  it,  more  than  staying  there ;  and  we  felt, 
Uiough  obeying  orders,  that  we  were  being  dis- 
graced to  fall  back  when  we  knew  we  could  hold 
our  own.  We  fell  back,  and  it  was  then  I  had 
the  first  feeling  of  fear  during  the  fight.  I  felt ' 
almost  sure  I  would  be  hit,  and  I  saw  many 
wounded  going  back. 

When  we  got  back  to  the  colors,  where  we  ral- 
lied, scarce  twenty-five  men  were  to  be  found. 
Most  who  went  in  were  killed.  Wounded,  or  help- 
ing off  the  wounded.  The  enemy  advanced  no 
farther,  and  soon  some  of  our  boys  who  did  not 
fall  back  when  ordered,  came  in  brining  in  pris- 
oners, and  they  said  when  we  fell  back  the  rebels 
were  making  for  the  rear  as  fast  as  possible.  It 
was  now  about  dark.  Another  line  came  up  of 
the  First  corps,  and  went  in  where  we  came  out, 
found  no  enemy,  advanced  their  pickets  over  the 
battle-field  to  enable  us  to  get  off  our  wounded, 
which  they  at  once  commenced  to  do.  We  were 
ordered  to  join  the  brigade  again,  on  the  right ; 
and  Lieutenant  Heffelfinger  took  a  couple  of  the 
boys  and  went  and  had  all  6ur  wounded  carried  to 
the  hospital  that  night.  As  we  were  going  to  the 
right  to  join  the  brigade,  musketry  was  heard  very 
plain,  seemingly  scarce  half  a  mile  off,  and  con>- 
pletelv  in  our  rear ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  bullets 
whistled  over  our  heads.  Now  we  were  sure  that 
the  battle  was  gone  up  for  us,  for  the  fighting 
continued  fierce,  and  seemed  growing  nearer  aU 
the  time.  We  made  up  our  minds  wat  we  were 
whipped,  and  expected  before  morning  to  see  the 
whole  array  routed,  and  flvinp^  for  Baltimore. 
The  prospect  was  gloomy  and  discouraging  in  the 
extreme  to  us,  but,  thank  God,  that  time  we  were 
deceived,  and  our  affairs  and  position  were  much 
better  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  could  belieye 
possible.  The  firing  soon  ceased  on  the  right  and 
what  seemed  our  rear;  the  troops  were  got  in 
their  places,  and  nut  in  position  for  the  contest, 
whenever  it  shoula  open  again.  Our  brigade  was 
placed  almost  in  the  same  position  we  had  pre- 
vious to  the  charge  in  the  afternoon,  viz. :  the  left 
centre  of  the  army,  and  the  left  of  the  Second 
division.  We  then  lay  down  to  get  some  sleep, 
with  our  equipment  on  and  guns  by  our  sides ; 
and  I  here  say  I  never  slept  bieijtter  and  had  more 
pleasant  dreams  in  my  life  than  I  had  on  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Gettysburg,  with  dead  men  and  horses 
lying  all  around  me ;  but  the  excitement  and  ex- 
haustion had  been  so  great  that  a  man  could  sleep 
in  any  condition,  and  under  any  circumstances. 
We  got  up  about  daylight,  expected  and  awaited 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  at  any  moment,  but  till 
afternoon  all  was  quiet,  except  occasionally  a  shot 
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from  their  or  our  batteries.  Most  of  us  got  some 
coffee  during  the  forenoon,  by  goinff  one  or  two 
at  a  time  back  to  the  rear,  where  the^  were  al- 
lowed fires  and  cooking,  which  of  course  greatly 
refreshed  us.  A  man's  appetite  generally,  during 
a  battle,  is  not  very  voracious.  About  half  past 
twelve  o'clock,  as  we  had  gathered  around  one  of 
our  Lieutenants  to  hear  the  yesterda3r's  Baltimore 
Clipper  read,  bang !  comes  one  of  their  shells  over 
us,  striking  about  twenty  yards  from  us.  That 
stopped  the  reading;  each  man  took  his  place, 
lay  down,  and  for  the  next  two  hours  hugged  the 
ground  just  about  as  close  as  human  beings  are 
generally  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  first  ffun 
was  the  signal  for  a  hundred  more  to  open,  at  less 
'  than  half  a  mile  distance,  while  till  then  their  ex- 
istence was  perfectly  unknown  to  us.  Such  an 
artillerjr  fire  has  never  been  witnessed  in  this  war. 
The  air  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  hissing, 
screaming,  bursting  missiles,  and  all  of  them 
really  seemed  to  be  directed  at  us.  They  knew 
our  exact  position,  for  before  we  lay  down  they 
could  with  the  naked  eye  plainly  see  us,  and  where 
our  lines  were,  and  tried  to  explode  their  shells 
directly  over  us ;  but  fortunately  most  of  them  iust 
went  far  enough  to  clear  us,  while  many  struck  in 
front  of  us  and  bounded  over  us.  We  lav  behind 
a  slight  rise  of  ground,  just  enough,  by  lyina 
close,  to  hide  us  from  the  view  of  the  rebels.  A 
good  many  shell  and  pieces  struck  mighty  close 
to  us,  and  among  us,  but  strange  to  sav,  none  of 
us  were  injured,  while  the  troops  that  lay  behind 
us  had  many  killed  and  wounded.  Our  batteries 
replied,  but  for  the  first  time  in  our  experience, 
they  were  powerless  to  silence  the  rebels,  and  in 
fact,  many  of  our  guns  were  silenced.  So  many 
of  their  horses  and  men  were  killed  that  they 
could  not  work  their  guns,  and  drew  them  off  the 
field.  Caisson  after  caisson  blew  up,  and  still 
the  rebels'  fire  was  fierce  and  rapid  as  ever.  I 
kept  thinking,  surely  they  cannot  fire  much  longer; 
their  guns  will  get  so  hot  they  will  have  to  stop, 
and  they  cannot  afford,  so  &r  from  their  base,  to 
waste  so  much  ammunition.  It  was  awful  hot 
where  we  lay,  with  the  sun  shining  down  on  us,  and 
we  Ro  close  to  the  ground  that  not  a  breath  of  air 
could  reach  us.  We  kept  wishing  and  hoping 
they  would  dry  up,  as  mucn  to  get  out  of  the  heat 
as  the  danger,  for  the  latter  we  thought  little  of, 
after  they  bad  fired  a  while ;  but  Lee  had  an  ob- 
ject to  attain  by  throwing  away  so  much  ammu- 
nition. He  calculated  by  concentrating  his  fire 
on  our  centre  that  he  could  use  up  our  batteries, 
drive  away  and  demoralize  our  infantry  lines,  for 
owing  to  the  shape  of  our  lines,  a  shell  coming 
from  the  rebels,  if  it  failed  to  do  any  damage  to 
the  front  lines,  could  scarcely  fail  to  go  into  the 
reserves  that  lay  back  of  us ;  and  in  fact  many 
more  were  killed  in  the  rear  than  in  the  front, 
though  their  fire  was  directed  at  the  front  line  and 
batteries  nearly  altogether.  Had  he  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  expected,  and  got  the  position  we  oc- 
cupied, we  were  defeated,  ana  so  badly  that  I  much 
doubt  our  ability  to  stop  their  progress  towards 
Baltimore,  or  anywhere  they  chose  to  go.  But 
Mr.  Lee  got  fooled  for  once,  and  threw  away  a 


mighty  sight  of  ^od  ammunition,  and  derived 
little  benefit  from  it.  Well,  after  finng  about  two 
hours  and  a  half,  they  slackened  up,  and  soon  the 
order  came,  "  Be  ready,  for  they  are  running," 
(their  infantry.)  We  had  expected  it,  and  it  wis 
not  many  seconds  before  every  man  had  on  Ids 
armor,  and  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  coming  of 
the  foe.  They  had  to  advance  more  than  half  a 
mile  across  open  fields.  They  came  out  of  the 
woods  in  three  lines,  and  advanced  in  good  order 
till  they  got  more  than  half  way  to  us,  and  in  good 
range  of  our  muskets,  which  oif  course  we  us^  as 
did  the  battery  pour  grape  and  canister,  yrhea 
they  closed  in  to  theu-  leu,  and  massed  tosether 
for  a  charge,  on  the  part  of  the  line  held  by  the 
Second  Philadelphia  brigade  of  our  division.  As 
they  closed  together,  we  (our  brigade)  marched  by 
flank  to  confound  them,  firing  at  them  continually, 
pouring  most  of  our  shot  into  their  flank,  where 
every  shot  must  telL  The  Second  brigade  gave 
way  before  the  rebels  got  to  them,  and  com- 
mended to  fall  back.  Our  brigade  was  hurried 
up,  and  the  Third  were  brought  up  to  the  rescue, 
and  with  the  Second,  which  soon  rallied  again,  we 
charged  the  rebels  just  as  they  had  planted  one 
of  their  colors  on  one  of  our  guns.  A  Vermont 
brigade  was  sent  out  to  flank  them,  whidi  Uiey 
did  handsomely.  The  rebels,  now  seeing  the  po- 
sition they  had  got  in,  threw  away  their  guns  and 
gave  themselves  up  by  hundreds,  and  thus  ended 
the  great  assault  or  Lee  on  the  third.  Not  enough 
went  back  of  Ricketts's  division  to  make  a  good 
line  of  skirmishers.  Another  line  came  out  on 
the  left  shortly  afterwards,  but  they  were  repulsed 
as  completely  as  the  first,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  arullery  firing,  was  the  last  of  the  fight- 
ing at  Gettysburg. 

During  the  assault  the  rebels  poured  into  us 
lots  of  snell  and  grape  from  their  batteries,  but 
we  scarce  paid  any  attention  to  it,  having  all  we 
could  attend  to  in  the  infemtry.  Our  boys  felt 
bully  during  all  the  fight  of  the  third,  and  no  one 
thought  of  running  *or  of  the  danger,  except  the 
Second  brigade;  and  some  of  these  regiments, 
Baxter  Zouaves,  for  instance,  never  were  known 
to  stand  fire.  We  took  revenge  for  what  they 
had  done  to  our  poor  fellows  the  day  before,  and 
we  never  had  had  such  a  chance  before.  Most 
of  us  fired  over  twenty  rounds,  and  at  close  range 
enough  to  do  splendid  execution ;  and  if  we  didn't 
kill  some  Seoesh  in  that  battle  we  never  did,  and 
I  fear  never  will  during  the  war. 

During  the  fight  of  the  third,  it  might  be  said, 
almost,  that  every  man  fought  on  his  own  hook,  for 
our  division  had  been  so  used  up  the  day  before, 
that  few -officers  were  left  Generals  Hancock  and 
Gibbon  were  wounded  early.  Each  man  acted  as 
though  he  felt  what  was  at  stake  in  the  contest,  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  drive  the  enemy,  without 
regard  to  officers,  or  whether  there  were  any  or  not. 
Regiments  all  mixed  up  together,  and  in  the  last 
charge  nearly  all  the  flags  of  the  division  were 
together  in  a  comer  where  the  rebels  got  a  hold. 
The  flags  of  the  rebel  division  were  about  the 
same,  and  when  the  assault  was  fully  repulsed, 
they  laid  them  on  the  ground  in  front  of  ub,  for 
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iDjbodf  to  get  who  chose,  and,  as  mi^ht  he  ex- 
pected, the  brave  men  of  the  Second  bngade  were 
on  hand  to  pick  them  up  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, and  daim  all  the  honor.  They  are  welcome, 
tboQgh,  to  aU  thej  can  get,  for  among  those  who 
knew  them  and  saw  them  in  the  fight,  they  will 
bate  to  show  something  besides  flags  to  establish 
their  bravery  on  that  field.  The  sights  on  the 
field  were  horrible,  by  far  the  worst  of  any  field 
ve  have  seen ;  bat  I  have  not  the  time  or  disposi- 
tioa  to  describe  them.  Never  before  were  our 
batteries  so  used  up.  Some  of  them  had  not  men 
and  horses  enough  for  two  guns,  and  the  four  bat- 
teries of  our  corps  had  to  be  consolidated  into  two 
before  leaving  the  field. 

The  morning  of  the  fourth  we  drew  rations,  and 
plenty  of  them  ;  and  right  there,  ^where  we  had 
fought  the  day  before,  we  cooked  and  ate  a  hearty 
brauL&st,  for  by  this  time  we  were  pretty  hungry, 
and  many  of  us  out  of  grub.  That  day  and  the 
forenoon  of  the  next,  our  men  were  busy  burying 
the  dead.  About  noon  of  the  fifth  we  leu  the  field 
to  follow  the  rebels,  who  were  now  known  to  be 
Biaking  for  the  Potomac  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  have  here  tried  to  give  you  a  slight  sketch  of 
the  part  we  took  in  the  great  battle.  It  is  ^^ry 
imperfect,  and  naany  thiogs  are  left  out  I  should 
like  to  have  put  in ;  but  I  think  I  have  taken  up 
space  enough  any  way ;  so  for  the  rest,  if  God 
spares  my  life,  and  my  memory  serves  me,  you 
mast  wait  till  about  nine  months  from  now,  and  I 
▼ill  try,  if  agreeable,  to  favor  you.  So,  for  the 
present,  good  by.  John  W.  Plummer. 

MAJOR  A.  G.  BRADY'S  REPORT. 

Headquabtbbs  Sevewteenth  Rbg»t  Conn.  Vols.,  ) 
Getttsbuko,  Pa.,  July  4, 1863.     \ 

General:  In  compliance  with  instructions 
from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
(oUovnng  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Seven- 
teenth K^unent  Connecticut  volunteers,  in  the 
engagement  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  instant. 

The  regiment  reached  Gettysburg  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  first  instant,  and 
vas  marched  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade, throngby  and  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town, 
and  then  halted  for  a  moment.  Four  companies 
were  immediately  ordered  out,  (bv  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ames,)  under  command  of  Major  BradV,  to 
the  light  of  the  bridge  at  the  lower  end  or  the 
tovn,  with  instruction  to  throw  out  two  companies 
as  skirmishers,  the  other  two  to  be  held  as  a  re- 
urre,  and  to  take  and  hold  the  brick  house  to 
the  1^  and  beyond  the  bridge.  Two  companies 
vere  thrown  out  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  right  of  the  bridge,  along 
the  creek ;  the  other  two,  held  in  reserve,  were 
idvanoed  in  line,  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  making  at  the  same  time  a  leftwneef,  so 
M  to  swin^  our  right  around  the  house  —  the  re- 
serve keeping  near  and  conforming  to  the  move- 
nteots  of  the  skirmishers.  When  near  the  house 
the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  shot,  shell,  grape, 
tnd  canister,  which  retarded  our  advance  for  a 
moment,  until  M«or  Bradv  dismounted,  went  in 
front  of  the  line  of  skirmishers,  and  led  them  on 


until  quite  near  the  house.  The  enemy,  antici- 
pating our  movements,  shelled  the  house  and  set 
It  on  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground,  and 
held  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check :  their  loss 
up  to  this  time  was  at  least  five  to  one,  most  of 
the  men  in  the  four  companies  being  excellent 
marksmen,  and  having  volunteered  for  this  occa- 
sion. .They  consisted  of  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and 
K,  and  commanded  respectiveiv  by  Captains  Mc- 
Quhae,  Hobbie,  Allen,  and  McCarty.  We  con- 
tinued skirmishing  briskly  until  Major  Brady 
received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Ames  to 
draw  in  his  skirmishers,  and  return  to  town  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  command  of  his  regi- 
ment. The  order  was  obeyed,  and  we  fell  back 
in  good  order,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
advanced  as  we  retreated,  and  tried  to  cut  us  off 
and  capture  us  before  we  got  to  the  town ;  but 
we  foiled  them  in  this  attempt  by  making  a  cir- 
cuit, and  entering  the  town  near  the  upper  end, 
and  soon  joined  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
which  we  found  near  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

The  loss  in  the  four  companies  under  Major 
Brady  was  three  men  killed,  bne  Captain  and  one 
Lieutenant  wounded,  one  Sergeant  and  three  men 
taken  prisoners.  I  would  here  state  that  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  drawing  in  Captain  McCarty*s 
Companv  K,  as  they  were  so  earnestly  engaged, 
and  making  such  sad  havoc  among  the  rebels. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment,  six  companies 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler,  advanced  with 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  the  left  and 
front  of  the  town,  and  directly  in  rear  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  volunteers,  in 
close  column  by  division,  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  advanced  and  deployed  at  double-quick, 
and  held  their  ground,  (notwithstanding  the  rush 
to  the  rear  of  troops  clirectly  in  advance,)  until  or- 
dered by  the  brigade  commander  to  fallback,  which 
order  was  obeyed  in  ^ood  order,  the  men  loading 
and  firing  as  they  fell  back.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fowler  was  killed  when  the  regiment  advanced 
and  deployed.  Captain  Mom  was  killed  about 
this  time,  and  Captain  French  and  Lieutenant 
Quinn  were  wounded,  and  many  of  the  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

When  the  regiment  reached  the  town,  the  four 
companies  imder  Major  Brady  were  still  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  and  remained  so  until  Briga- 
dier-General Ames  sent  an  Aid,  with  orders  for 
Major  Brady  to  return  with  his  command  and 
assume  command  of  his  regiment,  he  being  the 
onl^  field  officer  of  the  regiment  present  Upon 
amving  in  the  town  Major  Brady  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  reported  immediately 
to  Brigadier-General  Ames  for  instructions.  The 
enemy  were  at  this  time  advancing  rapidly  through 
the  town.  The  regiment  was  imme(tiately  deployed . 
in  the  streets,  and  fired  several  volleys  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  which  thinned  their  ranks 
and  retarded  their  advance.  We  kept  the  enemy 
from  advancing  through  the  town,  until  ordered 
to  clear  the  street  of  our  men  for  the  purpose  of 
planting  a  battery.  The  battery  not  being  placed 
in  position  as  intended,  and  the  regiment  being 
in  hne  on  the  sidewalk,  the  enemy  took  advantage 
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of  this,  and  with  a  superior  force  rushed  through 
the  main  street,  which  compelled  us  to  f&ll'back, 
which  we  did  reluctantly,  but  not  without  contest- 
ing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  As  we  retreated 
we  loaded,  halted,  and  poured  destructiTe' volleys 
into  their  ranks,  which  cleared  the  main  street  of 
them  several  times ;  but  we  found  the  enemy  too 
many  for  us.  They  poured  in  from  every  street 
in  overwhelming  numbers,  which  broke  our  ranks. 
Upon  arriving  near  the  battery  on  Cemeter^^  Hill, 
the  regiment  was  halted,  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  fronting  the  town.  About  this  time  Major- 
General  Howard,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  regardless  of  danger,  asked  if  he  had  troops 
brave  enough  to  advance  to  a  stone  wall  across  a 
lot  towards  the  town,  and  said  he  would  lead  them. 
We  replied,  *'Yes;  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut 
will,"  and  advanced  at  once  to  the  place  indicated, 
remained  a  few  moments,  and  again  advanced 
across  another  lot  still  nearer  the  town,  and  behind 
a  rail  fence  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  which 
position  we  held  till  late  in  the  evening,  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
when  the  whole  regiment  was  ordered  out  on 
picket,  and  performed  that  duty  until  two  o'clock 
of  the  second  instant,  when  we  were  relieved  and 
took  a  position  behind  the  rail  fence,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifljr  paces  farther  to  the  right  of  the 
place  we  occupied  before  ^ing  out  on  picket, 
we  remained  in  this  position,  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters,  until  seven 
o'clocK  P.  M.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme right,  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  each  side  of 
a  lane  &low  the  battery,  opposite  the  cemetery 
entrance.  Two  companies  were  advanced  to  the 
grain  field  near  the  woods,  through  which  the 
enemy  were  rapidly  advancing.  We  covered  the 
wall  on  each  side  of  the  lane  by  compelling  about 
three  hundred  stragglers,  who  had  no  commander, 
to  fall  into  our  line.  We  had  not  more  than 
time  to  form  behind  the  wall  before  the  enemy 
were  discovered  advancing  rapidly  upon  us  on 
our  right,  and  a  full  brigade  obliauely  towards  our 
left.  When  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
of  us  we  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
which  thinned  their  ranks  and  checked  their  ad- 
vance. We  fired  several  volleys  by  battalion, 
after  which  they  charged  upon  us.  We  had  a 
hand-to-hand  confiict  with  them,  firmly  held  our 
ground,  and  drove  them  back.  Soon  after,  some 
of  the  troops  on  our  left  giving  way,  the  rebels 
succeeded  m  getting  in  our  rear.  We  again 
drove  them  back,  and  held  our  position.  It  was 
during  this  confiict  that  Major  Brady  was  wounded 
by  a  ^agment  of  a  shell,  which  hit  him  upon  his 
right  shoulder.  After  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
back,  the  firing  ceased,  excepting  occasional  shots 
^firom  their  sharpshooters.  We  were  relieved  by 
the  Fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  were  ordered  to 
change  front  to  the  left,  behind  a  wall  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  one  we  had  just  occupied, 
and  fronting  the  town,  and  where  the  enemv 
entered  on  our  left.  We  remained  at  this  wail 
all  night,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  third 
instant,  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries and  their  sharpshooters.    With  the  latter 


our  best  marksmen  exchanged  shots  and  suc- 
ceeded in  dislodging  many  of  them.  When-  the 
regiment  entered  the  engagement  on  the  fint  in- 
stant, it  numbered  seventeen  officers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men.  We  report 
at  the  present  time  nine  officers  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Wilson  French  and  Lieutenant  Barton 
are  the  only  officers  known  to  have  beat  taken 
prisoners.  The  former  wa»  wounded  in  the  first 
day's  engagement  We  are  not  aware  that  eithei 
of  them  was  paroled.  The  regiment  behaved 
gallantly.  No  troops  in  the  world  could  behave 
better.  Both  officers  and  men  are  deserving  of 
great  credit  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  through- 
out the  entire  three  days*  battle.  There  are  many 
deserving  of  especial  mention  for  bravery  on  tlie 
field,  but  they  are  so  numerous  I  will  not  under- 
take to  give  the  names.  The  ooobess  and  bra- 
very displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  Company 
B  exceeded  anything  I  ever  saw.  I  am,  Qenoral, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  Brabt, 
KtioTt  flomnunding  Seventeenth  Regiment  C  V. 
To  Brigadier-General  A.  Ames, 
commanding  Brigade. 


Doc.  7. 
GENERAL  HOOKER  ON  THE  RAFTDAK. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mdor- 
General  J.  J.  Peck  to  Andrew  D.  White,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Onondaga  Historical  Association. 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  map  of  Sufiblk,  showing 
Long8treet*8,  Hill's,  and  Hood's  operations  in 
April  and  May,  1863,  during  the  short  campaign 
of  General  Hooker  on  the  Kapidan. 

New  YoaK,  Jane  28, 18S4. 
Sen,  A.  D,  White,  Vice-Presidenf  Onondaga  HU- 

torical  Assodation^  Syracuse: 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  present  through  you,  to  the 
Onondaga  Historical  Association, -a  map  of  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  and  the  adjacent  region.  It  is  a  sec- 
tion of  a  map  which  1  had  prepared  while  in  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the 
James  River. 

It  is  of  especial  interest  as  presenting  the  thea- 
tre of  operations  of  one  wing  of  Lee's  army,  under 
Lieutenant-Oeneral  Longstreet,  Hill,  and  Hood, 
from  April  tenth  to  Mav  third,  1863.  Alihoogh 
Hill  was  not  present  all  the  time,  he  waa  oper- 
ating with  Longstreet,  and  by  his  ordera  nude 
certain  demonstrations  in  North  Carolina,  about 
the  first  of  April,  with  the  object  of  causing  troops 
to  be  detached  from  Sufiblk  and  other  points. 
Having  accomplished  his  mission,  he  discontinued 
the  siege  of  Little  Washington  on  the  fif^snth, 
and  despatched  his  troops  to  Sufiblk. 

Longstreet  himself  may  have  joined  Lee  and 
Jackson  at  the  crisis  of  Chancellorsvilley  or  soon 
after,  although  his  servants  and  horses  fell  into 
our  hands  near  Sufiblk,  on  the  fourth  of  May. 
Doubtless  one  division,  or  a  portion  thereof,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  Rapidan,  in  spite  of  tht 
bold  operations  of  Stoneman. 
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The  relatiTe  strenffth  of  Hooker  and  Lee  is 
given  by  the  New  Yoni  Tribune  of  March  twen- 
^-six,  1864,  in  an  editorial  on  the  **  Richmond 
Campaigns,"  as  follows:  Hooker,  one  hundred 
ind  twenty-three  thousand  fighting  men  pres- 
ent for  duty;  Lee,  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred men. 

At  this  time  I  do  not  purpose  expressing  an 

J'oion  respectiAff  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates 
the  Tribune,  oul  it  is  due  the«little  army  I 
had  the  honor  to  command,  that  I  should  state 
that  the  force  opposed  to  us  in  front  of  Suffolk 
was  Tery  heavy,  nearly  twice  my  own,  for  many 
days,  and  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  ablest  rebel 
West  Pointers ;  viz.,  Longstreet,  Hill,  Hood,  Pick- 
ett, Gamett,  Anderson,  ^nch,  &c. 

The  operations  about  Suffolk,  ending  May 
fourth,  were  suddenly  eclipsed  in  the  night  of 
general  gloom  and  painful  anxiety  which  attend- 
ed General  Hooker's  disaster  at  ChanoellorsTille. 
Attention  was  not  a^^ain  awakened  upon  that  field, 
and  the  campaign  will  be  imperfectly  understood 
by  the  public  while  the  official  reports  remain  un- 
published. Sincerely  yours, 

John  J.  Peck, 

M^Jor-Genertl. 

Doc.  8. 

THE  mON-CLADS  AT  CHARLESTON, 

K£FOBT  OF  REAR-ADMIBAL  DAHLGREN. 

Flao-Steambr  Philadelphia,  off  Morris  ) 
Island,  Januarj  28, 1864.     ( 

Sib  :  C!onformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  submit  the  following  review  of  the  services 
of  the  monitors  while  under  my  command;  and 
u  some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  ^been  tested  may  afford  a  better 
appreciation  of  their  qualities,  I  shall  briefly  nar- 
rate some  of  the  leading  events  in  which  they  have 
participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  siirth  July  Rear-Admiral  Dupont  de- 
liTered  to  me  the  command  of  the  naval  forces 
occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
tnd  part  of  Florida.  They  embraced  seventy 
(70)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at 
various  points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three 
hundred  mUes.  There  was  no  concentration,  the 
purpose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in 
order  to  enforce  an  efficient  blockti^e. 

Of  the  iron-clads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charles- 
ton bar,  two  monitors  were  at  Edisto,  one  at 
Scono,  three  at  Port  Koyal,  and  one  at  Ossabaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  twenty- 
ibur,  1863)  only  directed  me  to  assume  the  com- 
Bumd ;  they  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need 
that  U^y  should.  There  was  an  enemy  in  front, 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  com|)el  him  to  obedi- 
ence, so  far  as  my  means  permitted.  On  the  day 
that  I  arrived)  an  interview  occurred  with  Qenercu 
Gillmore,  in  which  the  details  for  a  descent  on 
Morris  Island  were  arranged  to  commence  on  the 
Wednesday  following,  but  which  were  postponed 
first  to  Thursday,  and  then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  al- 
low General  GiUmore  to  perfect  his  arrangements. 


In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  was 
oblfged  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  action, 
which  the  department  was  advised  of. ' 

The  naval  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of,  — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charles- 
ton bar,  so  as  to  cross  at  early  daylight  on  the 
day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  reenforcements  during  that 
attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries,  particu- 
larly Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was 
to  ascend  to  Stono,  cover  its  landing,  and  shell 
James's  Island. 

3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton 
Head  and  at  Seabrook  during  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  Island.  I  should 
here  state  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  in- 
crease the  thicknesses  of  the  pilot-houses  of  all 
the  monitors,  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot-houses. 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  in  hand 
for  this  purpose,  and  some  progress  had  been 
made.     A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  in 

Eutting  a  stop  to  the  work,  and  having  the  vessels 
tted  temporarily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylight 
of  the  ninth  of  July  the  monitors  were  off  the  bar, 
ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  "sign  of  movement  by 
the  United  States  batteries  on  Folly  Island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries 
on  the  north  end  of  Folly  Island,  cross  the  bar 
with  the  monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position 
on  the  eminences  of  Morris  Island,  while  the  troops 
were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which  divides  Mor- 
ris Island  from  Folly  Island  when  the  proper  mo- 
ment arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land 
and  sea  when  I  went  on  board  the  Catskill,  (July 
tenth,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on 
shore  was  visible  to  us. 

It  was  important  that  the  monitors  should  not 
by  their  appearance  give  any  intimation  of  what 
was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar  until  the 
details  ashore  were  completed;  so  I  waited  the 
first  fire  of  the  batteries.  This  was  not  long  com- 
ing, and  I  led  with  my  fiag  in  the  Catskill,  followed 
by  Captains  Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Colhoun,  in  the 
Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawken.  Steering  for 
the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  mon- 
itors were  laid  in  line  about  parallel  to  the  land, 
opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  Island, 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  gar- 
rison, who  were  there  posted,  making  a  feeble  and 
ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
that  came  upon  their  front  and  fiank.  I  could 
see  plainly  tne  great  confusion  into  which  they 
were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming 
onslaught.  It  was  a  complete  surprise,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal 
waters  permitted,  so  that  the  shells  from  our  own 
batteries  on  Folly  Island  passed  close  ahead  of 
and  at  times  over  some  of  them. 

About  eight  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  seen 
coining  over  the  low  sand  beach  of  Morris  Island, 
and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some 
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volleys  of  grape*  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag  * 
told  who  they  were.  They  composed  the  brigiule 
which  had  been  brought  from  the  Folly  River  by 
the  boats  of  the  squac&on,  under  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  our  men  in  masses,  and  their  ad- 
vancing movement ;  then  pushed  forward  to  accel- 
erate with  our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels. 

The  sight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own 
troops  could  be  seen  taking  possession  of  the  sand 
hills  where  the  enemy  had  rested  the  sole  defence 
of  this  end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions 
were  moving  along  the  beach.  The  defeated 
rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low, 
flat  land  north  of  their  position,  and  some  two  or 
three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while 
the  monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a 
steady  fire  on  the  retreat  Presently  they  reached 
Fort  Wagner ;  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our 
advance  was  checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though 
it  was  but  nine  o'clock.  The  discomfited  rebels 
were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted 
at  a  reasonable  distance  from  it 

The  monitor  with  my  flag  was  now  anchored 
as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth  of  water  permitted, 
(twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  monitors 
in  line  to  the  southward.  A  steady  fire  was  be- 
gun about  half  past  nine,  —  the  fort  replying 
briskly,  —  and  maintained  through  the  day,  except 
the  dinner  hour,  until  six  in  the  evening ;  then  I 
retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  the  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant reported  to  me  that  an  assault  had  been 
made  at  daybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and 
about  nine  o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the 
General,  saying,  •'  We  attempted  to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  by  assault  this  morning,  and  reached  the 
parapet ;  but  the  men  recoiled  and  fell  back  with 
slight  loss." 

It  is  known  now  that  reenforcements  had  been 
hurried  to  the  island  by  the  rebels,  and  had  en- 
tered the  work  about  midnight 

I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  General's  intent, 
and  could,  therefore, 'render  no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterprise 
against  Morris  Island.  It  nad  been  in  all  respects 
a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not 
seem  to  have  had  any  idea  of  it  until  the  day  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were  then  aware 
of  the  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand 
hills  of  the  south  end,  we  could  not  have  estab- 
lished our  position  on  the  island — even  a  surprise 
would  probably  have  been  out  of  the  question. 
But  there  were  to  be  no  more  surprises  —  the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard 
work  patiently  endured  in  the  trenches,  and  by 
battenes  ashore  and  afloat 

The  General  now  decided  to  make  a  second  as- 
sault in  force,  and  to  cover  it  by  some  light  bat- 
teries established  ^t  distances  varying  from  one 
thousand  to  seventeen  hundred  yards. 

*  Tlie  first  planted  on  Morris  Island  by  Lieutenant 
Bobeson. 


While  the  prepjurations  for  Ibis  design  were 
going  on,  the  monitors  were  daily  at  wors  to  o<s 
cupy  the  attention  of  Wagner  and  keep  down  iti 
flre  —  the  gunboats  assisting  at  long  range. 

On  the  eighteenth  July,  ^1  being  ready,  about 
noon  I  led  up  in  the  Montauk,  foUowed  by  four 
monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelre 
hundred  3rards,  as  near  as  the  state  of  the  tide 
would  permit,  and  opened  fire  —  the  gunboats 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  add  the  shore  batteries 
also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  closed 
in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she  was  about  three 
hundred  yards  frt)m  Wagner,  when  I  ordered 
grape  to  be  used.  Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of 
the  vessels,  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  silent, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  General 
Gillmore  announced  his  intention  to  assault';  but 
it  was  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  the 
work.  The  fire  of  the  vessels  was  continued  so 
long  as  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  but 
ceased  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  the 
assault,  and  continued  with  little  intermission 
until  half  past  nine,  when  it  ceased ;  and  then 
came  the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat 

This  was  th^  end  of  the  second  part  of  the 
operation,  and  proved  that  the  work  was  too 
strong  and  too  pertinaciously  defended  to  be 
taken  by  any  on-hand  blow.  The  slow  and 
laborious  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only 
was  capable  of  reducing  it 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity 
is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause  for  the  delay  in 
reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  'If  there  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  make  such  an  assault  as  would  have 
overpowered  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  have 
been  carried  at  the  first  assault,  Oregg  would 
have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  soon 
have  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron- 
clads, untouched  by  severe  and  continued  batter^ 
ing,  would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly 
in  contact  with  the  then  imperfect  interior  de- 
fences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they 
admitted  the  impracticability  of  defending  Morris 
Island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  posi- 
tion on  it  was  fully  established  and  covered  by  the 
iron-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold  the  island 
long  enough  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior 
position  J  hence,  every  day  of  defence  by  Wagner 
was  vital  to  that  of  Charleston. 

This  policy  was  successful  for  two  months, 
(tenth  July  to  seventh  September,)  and  gave  time 
to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort 
into  a  powerful  earthwork  — improved  by  the  ex- 
periences of  Wagner.  Moultrie  received  similar 
advantap^s,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter 
were  divided  between  Johnson  and  Moultrie. 
Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore 
of  the  channel  from  Johnson  towards  the  city ; 
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and  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  which, 
though  it  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and 
nrincipal  works  of  the  defence,  by  substituting 
Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the 
upper  harbor  £ELr  more  difficult,  because  a  more 
powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  additional 
oatteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  Island 
was  evacuated  and  Sumter  dismantled,  the  fleet 
most  still  pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find 
itself  in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  sup- 
ported by  continuous  batteries,  and  commanding 
obstructions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sum- 
ter and  Moultrie. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not 
suspected  until  the  winter  freshets  had  broken 
away  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen 
of  them,  which  were  certainly  iu  more  formidable 
thaji  had  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that 
the  best  informed  refugees,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to 
know  as  little  about  them  as  we  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards 
Wagner  the  iron-dads  played  an  important 
part,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunitr 
offered,  as  shown  in  the  instances  quoted.  It 
may  be  readily  conceived  that,  all  things  being 
equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have 
worked  towards  our  position  as  it  was  for  our 
troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a 
serious  diflerence  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of 
the  iron-dads,  and  also  of  the  gunboats,  com- 
pletely enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow 
island,  and  absolutely  interdicted  any  operation 
of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addi- 
tion, whenever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on 
our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the  General 
always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels ;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  failed  to  be  efiective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to 
Wagner,  and  were  powerless  to  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  earned 
into  the  very  ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its 
evacuation  without  assault. 


The  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led 
in  the  iron-clads  in  force,  as  agreed  on,  and  bat- 
tered the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed, 
but  the  enemy  had  fied :  they  foresaw  the  inevita- 
ble result 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  army  in 
the  operation  tiiat  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
works  on  Morris  Island,  and  besides  what  is 
already  mentioned,  prevented  the  access  of  re- 
enforcements,  or  tneir  accumulation  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged 
on  picket  duty  by  night  along  the  sea  shore  of 
Morris  Island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner 
border. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  under 
Captain  Parker,  partidpated  in  the  practice  of  the 
batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  working  four  navy 
rifle  cannons,  landed  for  the  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed 
under  idle  batteries.  The  guns  of  Wagner  never 
failed  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews 
were  driven,  by  those  of  our  iron-dads,  to  take 
shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  One  of  these  can- 
non, a  ten-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  ever}*  turret, 
that  will  not  easily  be  effaced. 

The  operations  of  the  ironclads  against  Morris 
Island  were  appropriately  closed  by  a  severe  con- 
test with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, &c.,  to  relieve  the  Weehawken,  which  had 
grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally  got  off 
with  some  severe  injuries,  owing  to  the  falling 
tide  having  exposed  the  hull  under  the  overhang. 

There  were  other  occasions  when  severe  con- 
fiicts  occurred  with  the  rebel  works  on  Sullivan's 
Island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there 
were  few  days  from  the  first  attack  on  Morris 
Island  (July  ten)  to  its  evaauation  (September 
seven)  that  some  iron-clads  or  gunboats  were  not 
en^2iged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  following  sample  from  the 
record: 


Datk. 

Object. 

Vessels  Bngagbd. 

1863. 
J«l7   IS 

Jnly   22 
Jniy  23 

Jnlj  25 
JBl7  28 
Jnly   29 
Jalj   30 
Joly   31 
An^.    1 

Ang.    2 
An|.    4 

A^.    6 
Ai«.  11 
Aag.  13 
Aag.  U 

Assmnlt  on  Wagner    ....•••. 

Wagner 

Wagner,  to  cover  advance 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Waguer 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island .  . 
Wagner 

Wagner ••... 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Montauk,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  CatsUIl,  Nantucket,  Weehawken, 
Patapsco ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippewa, 
Wissahlckon. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Weehawken,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Montank,  PaUpsco,  Nan- 
tucket ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching. 

Gunboats  OtUwa.  Dai-Chlng,  Paul  Jones. 

Weehawken,  CatskiU,  OtUwa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  Catskill,  Patapsco,  Ottawa,  (gnnboat) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Montauk.  Patapsco,  CatskiU,  Weekawken,  Faesalc,  Nahant,  Mar. 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 
Montnuk,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 
Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 
Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska,  (gunboats.) 
Patapsco,  Catskill. 

Gunboats  Wissahlckon,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dat-Ching,  Baeer, 
Dan.  Smith. 

Wagner  and  yidnitr 

Kebel  batteriea  on  Morris  Island  .  . 
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Date. 


1803. 
Aus:.  15 
Aug.  17 

Aug.  18 

Ang.  19 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  5 
S^t.    6 


Sept. 
Sept 


Object. 


Wagner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  to 
direct  fire  from  our  batteries  which 
opened  on  Sumter 

Wagner,  to  prev^it  assault    .  •  •  • 

Wagner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island .  . 

Sumter  and  Wagner 

Wagner 

Sumter 

Sumter  and  obstructions 

Between  Sumter  and  Gregg    .... 
Wagner  and  Gregg 

Batteries  on  SulUYan*8  Island    .  .  • 

Batteries  on  SnlUran's  Island   .  .  . 


Ybssbls  Enoaobd. 


Mortar-boats  Racer,  Dan.  Smith. 

Weehawken,  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahant,  Catskill,  Passaic, 
Patnpsco  ;  gunl>oats  Canandaigua,  Mahaslca,  Ottawa,  Cimamm, 
Wissahickou,  Dai-Chins:,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weciiawkcn ;  gunboats  Wlssahlckon,  Ma- 
haska, Dai-Ching,  Ottawa,  Lodona. 

Ironsides. 

Ironsides;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Fatnpsco;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Dai-Ching. 

Weehawken,  Ironsides;  gunboat  Montauk.       ^ 

Wechawken,  Montauk,  Fkssaio,  Patapsco,  Nahant. 

Weehawkeu,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant,  Lehigh. 

Lehigh,  Nahant. 

Ironsides,  Weehawken,  Montaok,  Ftesaip,  Patapsco,  Nahant, 
Lehigh. 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk  Weebtiwken, 
(ashore.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk,  Weehawken, 
(ashore.) 


I  shall  now  briefly  comment  on  the  various 
qualities  of  the  monitors. 
1st  Capacity  for  resistance. 
2(1.  Power  of  ordnance. 
3d.   Draught  of  water. 
4th.  Speed. 
6th.  Number  of  crew* 


1st  Endurance,  —  During  the  operations 
against  Morris  Island  the  nine  iron-^lads  fired 
eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (882)  hits.  Including  the 
service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogeechee,  the 
total  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  (1194),  distributed  as  follows : 


Service  of  Iron-^lads,    South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,    Shots  fired  and  Hits  received  6y 
them  during  Operations  against  Morris  Island. 


CatskUI  .  . 
Montauk  .  . 
Lehigh  .  .  . 
Passaic.  .  . 
Nahant.  .  . 
Patapsco  .  . 
Weehawken 
Nantucket  . 
Ironsides    . 


Total, 


Yessbls. 


No.  OP  Shots 

e    - 

• 

FIBED. 

tf 

hS 

-<! 

BO 

•1 

4 

138 

425 

86 

20 

301 

478 

154 

14 

46 

41 
119 

28 
107 

.36 
90 

35 

9 

170 

276 

69 

30 

178 

230 

96 

47 

1 

264 

633 

134 

53 

.... 

44 

155 
4,439 

63 
164 

51 

.... 

1,255 

6,771 

882 

256 

56 

s 

•< 

I 


106 

214 

36 

134 
105 
144 
187 
104 
164 

1,194 


By  Ironsides 

11-inch,  by  Monitors. 
15-inch,  by  Monitors . 

Total 


No.  of  shots  fired. 

.  .  .  .4,439 
.  .  .  .2,332 
....  1,255 


Weight  Of  proj.  fired,  in  tons. 


.8,026 


Of  the  eight  monitors,  one  was  always  absent 
at  Warsaw  (Nahant  or  Nantucket)  to  blockade 
the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until 
August  thirtieth,  therefore  was  only  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  operations  of  the  remaining  seven 
days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  monitors  were  available 
for  general  attack,  and  then  six,  which  was  the 
greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  consequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and 
hard  usage  to  which  the  monitors  were  exposed 
during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service, 


were  unavoidably  verj'  considerable  in  the  aggre- 
gate ;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  all  repair  which 
could  possibly  oe  dispensed  with  was  postponed 
to  the  conclusion.  It  was  therefore  necessarily 
extensive  when  entered  upon.  The  battering  re- 
ceived was  without  precedent.  The  Montauk  had 
been  struck  two  hundred  and  fourteen  (214)  times ; 
the  Weehawken  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
(187)  times,  and  almost  entirely  by  ten-inch  shot* 
What  vessels  have  ever  been  subjected  to  such  a 
test? 
It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  coo- 
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sdenble  repair  after  sastaminff  taoh  seyere  pound- 
ing for  80  long  a  time,  bat  only  that  they  could  be 
restored  at  all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force 
of  the  ten-inch  shot  must  be  experienced  to  be 
sppredated.  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part 
ot  the  turret  struck  falls  senseless,  and  I  have 
been  nearly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-house 
when  engaging  Moultrie. 

All  the  litue  defects  of  detail  were  marked 
by  such  a  searching  process.  Decks  were  cut 
through;  cannon  were  worn  out;  side  armor - 
shaken ;  tops  of  pilot-houses  crushed,  &c.  But 
all  these  were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle  was 
seriously  toucheo. 

With  such  workshops  and  means  as  a  northern 
navy  yard  includes,  the  repair  of  all  monitors 
would  have  been  speedily  executed;  but  when 
machinery,  tools,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to 
be  obtained,  as  they  were  here,  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, there  was  or  necessity  considerable  delay ; 
and,  moreover,  it  was  not  admissible  to  withdraw 
but  a  portion  of  the  monitors  at  a  time  from  the 
blockaide. 

The  additions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for 
strengthening  the  pilot-houses  and  turrets  were 
also  put  on  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned, 
for  they  had  now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and 
grass  that  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three,  or  three 
and  a  half  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this 
harbor,  added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of 
workii^  the  vessels  properly  under  fire. 

On  one  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather 
from  the  south-east  while  close  up  to  Sumter, 
when  I  had  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  well  that 
the  dariinesa  of  the  ni^ht  prevented  the  slowness 
of  oar  motion  from  bemg  perceived  while  extricat- 
ing the  monitors  from  their  position. 

Power  of  Ordnance. — Each  turret  contains  two 

rs,  and  from  the  peculiar  facility  which  it  has 
giving  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no 
doubt,  arises  the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heavi- 
est description.  How  far  other  considerations 
should  control  the  character  of  the  ordnance,  is 
necessarily  an  unsettled  question. 

To  strike  an  armored  snip  it  may  be  best  to  use 
a  |un  capable  of  the  greatest  power ;  but  whether 
this  shall  be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  ^at 
weight,  driven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight, 
and  hi^  velocity ;  whether  it  shall  be  a  fifteen- 
inch  gun,  fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or 
a  thirteen-inch,  fired  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder, 
is  not  here  material ;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for 
either  purpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important 
degree.  But  in  operations  against  earthworks, 
whose  material  cannot  be  damaged  permanently, 
but  only  disturbed,  and  which  are  only  to  be  dealt 
with  h^  keepine  down  their  fire,  a  much  lighter 
projectile  would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the 
practice  may  be  as  rapid  as  possible.  Hence  a 
piece  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  ten-inch  or 
eleren-mch  shot  and  shelL 

When  a  number  of  monitors  are  brought  to- 
gether it  would  be  better,  also,  to  have  guns  of 
Eke  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action 
whichever  might  be  preferable.  Each  of  the  mon- 
itors of  this  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 


smaller  gun,  f  eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and 
hence  the  rapidity  of  fire,  which  was  most  desira- 
ble, was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the 
calibre  of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in 
a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable  instance. 

November  ninth,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain 
Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering  Sumter.  In  so 
doing,  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells 
successively  in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-one  hit 
the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at — distance  sixteen 
hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
in  2.4  minutes,  which  is  not  only  rapid  but  also 
exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining carriage,  (instead  of  Uie  fiifteen-inch,)  could 
not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate 
that  monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch 
shell  every  1.2  minute. 

The  rates  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironsides,  by 
Captain  Rowan,  are, 


Time. 

H.    M. 

Most  rapid,  0  50 

Continuous,  2  65 

Assumed,  1  00 

Montauk,  1  00 


No.  flr«d.   Time  for  each  fire. 

M. 

25  1.74 

490  2.86 

360  1.33 

25  2.40 


It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of 
time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell  from  each  gun 
in  1.74  minute,  for  three  hours  in  2.86  minutes, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at 
the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult 
to  sustain  it  long  with  much  regard  to  good  aim 
and  considerable  distances ;  and  I  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would 
be  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire  urom  the  eleven- 
inch  in  turret  Tnus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
there  will  be  equality  of  ordnance  power  in  the 
same  number  of  eleven-inch  Runs  as  to  rapidity 
of  fire,  whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  Water,  —  The  monitors  of  the  Pas- 
saic class  (fraw  about  eleven  and  a  half  (IH) 
feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this 
coast  ten  and  eleven  feet  is  the  most  convenient 
draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal 
sounds  and  rivers,  and  navigating  them  to  any 
extent  A  greater  draught  restricts  a  vessel  in 
movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  her 
from  several  ports,  except  under  very  fiEivorable 
circumstances. 

Speed.  —  The  speed  of  the  monitors  is  not  great, 
(seven  knots,)  but  it  is  quite  respectable  with  a 
clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
Ironsides.  Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but  when 
understood  and  rightfuUy  managed,  not  difficult 
of  control  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less 
space  than  almost  any  other  class  of*^  vessel. 

Number  of  Men. — The  number  of  men  required 
to  work  them  and  the  guns  is  only  eighty,  which 
is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of 
vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the  plain  reason  that 
in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoid- 
ed. There  are  some  other  defects,  but  they  are 
not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  susceptible  of 
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being  remedied  wh<^y  or  in  part  So  much  for 
the  monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her 
armor  has  stood  heavy  battering  very  well,  and 
her  broadside  of  seven  eleven-incn  guns  and  one 
eight-inch  rifle  has  always  told  with  signal  effect 
when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  fifteen  and  one-half  to  sixteen  feet  Speed 
six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplated  ends, 
which  are  consequently  easily  damaged  by  a  rak- 
ing fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more 
or  less,  while  she  can  return  no  fire  in  either  direc- 
tion. This  was  particularly  and  frequently  incon- 
venient in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  Island, 
for  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly 
across  the  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stem  to 
the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  so  that  sometimes  it 
was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the  vessel  in  posi- 
tion, and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very 
awkwardly  when  engaged. 

The  monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost 
equally  well  defended  on  all  sides,  and  could  fire 
in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to 
descending  shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much 
restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now 
can  easily  be  satisfied  by  bringing  the  above  data 
in  juxtaposition. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a 
more  rapid  and  concentrated  fire,  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  effective 
than  the  fifteen-inch  of  the  monitors.  On  the 
other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to  the 
mid-channel,  was  verv  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire, 
and  the  direction  of  ner  own  guns  was  very  lim- 
ited laterally. 

The  monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  chan- 
nels,—  could  direct  their  fire  around  the  whole 
circle,  —  and  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on 
all  sides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  sus- 
ceptible of  beinff  remedied  partially  or  entirely. 
The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  could  be  made  com- 
plete, and  that  of  the  monitors  equally  to.  The 
armament  of  the  monitors  could  be  perfected  so 
as  to  give  all  desurable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no 
contrivance  could  the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use 
much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted.  Yet 
when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has 
suggested,  there  still  would  remain  to  the  moni- 
tors the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the 
heaviest  to  the  lightest,  defensibiiity,  and  direc- 
tion of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  consequently 
th^  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least 
depth  of  water,  with  equal  ^ower  of  ofience  and  de- 
fence in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  num- 
ber of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to  be  understood 
as  having  relation  to  existing  circumstances,  and 
not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the 
general  merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  navy 
department  is  to  be  considered  with  reference  to 
the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 


It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt 
any  one  style  exclusively,  for  of  the  three  vessels 
first  ordered,  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside 
class — the  Ironsides  and  the  (Galena.  The  latter 
was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely  ineflkient, 
and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  sixe. 
It  is  universallv  admitted  that  plates  of  less  than 
four  and  a  hair  (4^)  inches  cannot  stand  the  shock 
of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  so  armored  must 
be  of  considerable  tonnage. 

I  presume  the  department  only  intended  to 
build  such  vessels  as  were  best  adapted  to  the 
service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
case,  which  required  light  draught  and  g^reat 
ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  selection 
of  the  department  could  not  have  been  more 
judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  monitors  to 
operate  from  a  heavy  uigate  as  a  base ;  and  if  the 
intent  of  the  department  could  have  been  carried 
out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have 
been  in  entire  possession  of  the  coast  from  the 
capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including  Wil- 
mington, Charleston,  Mobile,  &c 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  rf  media- 
ble,  but  some  of  those  in  the  monitors  could  onlyjbe 
determined  by  the  test  of  battle ;  before  that,  ap- 
proximation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  department 
have  chosen  ?  Certdnly  none  that  has  been  built 
by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.  The 
Warrior  and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful, 
but  could  not  get  within  gunshot  here.* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  naviga- 
ble water  on  this  coast  which  is  not  accessible  to 
the  monitors.  Thev  command  supremely  all  that 
is  near  the  shore,  and  dannot  themselves  be  reached 
by  vessels  of  heavier  draught  So  that  when  there 
was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of 
certain  rams  in  this  quarter,  I  assured  the  depart- 
ment that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  ma^  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  on 
the  subject,  but  some  experience  with  them  cer- 
tainly gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  ex- 
ception I  have  been  on  board  a  monitor  in  all  the 
prmcipal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of  casualties 
to  the  fieet  captains  f  near  me  shows  Uiat  I  was  in 
a  situation  to  judge.  I  was  once  in  the  Ironsides 
in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  have 
also  watched  the  behavior  of  the  monitors  at 
anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter  weather 
in  this  exposed  situation. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little  moni- 
tors, supported  by  an  iron-clad  frigate,  have  closed 
this  port,  is  well  worth  notrog. 

Very  soon  after  entering  Uie  roads  I  advanced 
one  monitor  well  up  towards  the  inner  debouch^ 

*  Acoordlngr  to  Bear-Admlral  Paris,  the  French  Gloria 
draw§  28  feet;  the  British  Warrior,  2d  feet :  the  Blade 
Prince,  234  f*^t;  even  those  of  inferior  class.  Defence  and 
Resistance,  draw  24  feet.  Not  one  of  these  Teasels  could 
cross  the  Charleston  bar.  and  would  be  perfectly  impotent 
to  render  the  least  senrioe  in  any  of  the  operations  now 
beinff  carried  on. 

t  Captain  George  W,  Rodgers  was  next  ahead  wb<*ii 
killed  off  Wagner,  and  his  suooessor,  Captain  Badger,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  an  iron  splinter  in  the  attack  on  Sumter. 
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of  the  northern  diamiels,  supported  by  another. 
On  the  night  of  the  nineteentn  of  July  an  English 
steamer  attempted  to  run  in,  and  having  eluded 
the  hot  pursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt 
induigea  in  the  belief  that  all  danger  was  past 
Bot  &e  gallant  Captain  Bodgers  was  in  advance 
thst  night  with  the  Catskill,  and  a  shell  sent  sud- 
denly by  him  ahead  of  the  culprit  steamer  signi- 
fied no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter 
grounded  on  a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since 
served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two  or 
three  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out 
immediately  after,  and  one  or  two  may  have  got- 
ten in,  for  the  crews  of  the  monitors  were  often 
too  fatigued  then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep 
watch  at  nisht ;  but  there  ended  the  business  as 
such,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has 
passed  in  or  out. 

These  four  monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and 
ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignifi- 
cant in  contrast  with  the  work  done. 

I  have  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impres- 
sions now  uppermost,  out  very  hastily  and  under 
great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  such  imperfections  as  may  have  inadvert- 
endv  occurred. 

With  more  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this 
interesting  subject. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 

Rear-Admlral,  commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sec.  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT. 

Flao-stbameb  Philadelphia,  > 
Off  Morris  Island,  May  17, 18G4.    { 

Sir  :  I  find  that  several  omissions  have  oc- 
curred in  my  report  to  you  on  the  iron-dads ; 
they  are  handed  to  me  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and 
I  have  time  only  to  request  that  they  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  report  of  January  twenty-eighth, 
among  the  lists  of  actions  then  given,  and  also 

Eublisned  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  which 
as  published  that  report 
As  my  object  was  to  show  what  the  navv  had 
done  in  this  quarter,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
extend  the  list.  The  loss  of  three  fleet  captains 
in  succession  —  Captain  Rodgers,  killed  m  the 
Catskill,  Captain  Badger,  wounded  in  an  action 
with  Moultrie,  and  Lieutenant  Preston,  taken 
prisoner  in  the  assault  on  Sumter  —  necessarily 
deranged  all  the  business  of  my  command  very 
much.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,      John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Additional  List  of  Actions  in  which  (he  Iron-clods  were  engaged  with  {he  Rebel  Batteries  in 
Charleston  Harbor  while  reducing  Morris  Island, 


DATS. 

i 

s 

11 

8 
5 

1 

O 

1983. 

Yards. 

Jaly  18  .  . 

New  Ironsides. 

805 

4 

1,400 

Fort  Wagner. 

Joly20  .  . 

«          tt 

1«8 

13 

1,300 

Aagiiflt23. 

u              « 

90 

4 

c<               « 

Ship  was  nnder  way;  distancp  varied 

from  1,100  to  1,300  yards. 
Hits  from  Gregg  and  Moollre;  ship  at 

8ept.2  .  . 

((          «• 

41 

7 

1,000 

Fort  Qregg, . 

anchor. 

Septs  .  . 

<«           ■« 

0 

•  •  .  • 

1,500 

Fort  Snmter. 

8ept.5   .  . 

«(                u 

488 

.... 

1,300 

Fort  Wagner. 

Sept.  6   .  . 

<«           (( 

32 

1 

1,800 

Fort  Gregg.  • 

Hit  from  Gregg. 

On  July  twenty-ninth  the  Passaic  engaged  Wag- 
ner, and  on  August  thirty-first  Moultrie.  On 
September  eighth  the  Passaic,  (in  a  disabled  con- 
dition,) Patapsco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant  en- 
gaged Moultrie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Bcsr-Admlril,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


REPORT  OF  COMMODORE  8.  C  ROWAN. 

United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides,  > 
Off  Morris  Island,  May  13, 1864.     ) 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  tweljfth 
instant,  I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of 
various  actiohs  of  this  ship  with  the  rebel  fortifi- 
cations of  Charleston  harbor,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commodore,  oommaQding. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  Philad. 
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REBELLION  BSOOBD,   1862-64. 


Statement  of  Firing  by  the  United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides  during  her  severai  S^i^fog^ 
ments  with  the  Rebel  Fortificaiions  in  Charleston  Harbor. 


DATS. 

Rounds 

FiBBD. 

1863. 

July  18 

805 

«•     20 

168 

««     24 

i<H 

««     29 

183 

«4     29 

25 

u     20 

2 

««     30 

829 

««     30 

1 

Aug.  17 

400 

u     17 

30 

"      17 

2 

*«     18 

118 

•«     19 

60 

<«     20 

168 

"      20 

2 

«•     21 

70 

««     22 

115 

"     23 

90 

Sept.   2* 

41 

««       2 

9 

«       6 

488 

««       6 

32 

u       6 

184 

««       6 

38 

"       7t 

152 

«       8 

463 

Hits  bt 

Dl8- 

Enemy. 

TANCB. 

Yards. 

4 

1,400 

13 

1,300 

6 

1,200 

2 

1,200 

•  •  •  • 

2,500 

•  •  •  • 

1,900 

2 

1,800 

•  •  •  • 

2,250 

31 

900 

•  •  •  • 

1,700 

•  .  •  • 

2,700 

•  •  •  • 

1,100 

•  •  •  • 

1,150 

•  •  •  • 

3,400 

1 

1,300 

•  •  •  # 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

7 

1,000 

•  •  •  • 

1,500 

•  •  •  • 

1,300 

1 

1,800 

•  •  •  • 

1,300 

•  •  .  • 

lr300 

24 

1,200 

70 

1,200 

Object. 


Fort  Wsffner , 


Fort  Sumter  . 

::  ««??•• 

«*    Sumter  . 
"    Wagner. 

Fort  Gregg.  • 
<*  Sumter  . 
**    Wagner. 

«l  u 

Rebel  Steamer 
Fort  Wagner . 

M  it 

•*    Gregg .  . 

"  Sumter  . 

«*  Wagner . 

**  Gregg .  . 

"  Wagner. 

Fort  Moultrie 


Rescabks. 


At  anchor. 


5b-poander  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

At  anchor. 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
MoHt  of  the  hits  were  from  10-ineh  gnns  in  Wagner 
and  Gregg.    At  anchor. 

50-ponnder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

Underway;  distance  varied  from  1,200  to  1,400  yds. 

At  anchor. 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

At  anchor;  hitfh>m  Sumter;  11-ineh  shot,  solid. 

Under  way ;  distance  varied  fh>m  1,100  to  1,300  yds. 

M  t«  W  it  C4  a  «  «<  It 

The  hits  were  from  Gregg  and  Moultrie;  ship  ai 
anchor. 

At  anchor. 
Hit  from  Gregsr. 
Firing  to  merifian. 

At  anchor;  firing  from  meridian  to  sundown. 
(  ThcAc  hits  were  fi^m  Sullivan's  Island  batteries; 
}     at  anchor. 


•  Night  attack. 


t  Night  attack  on  Moultrie. 
Respectfully  Bubmitted, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commodore,  commanding. 


BEPOET  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDEE  B.  SIMPSON. 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Passaic,  i 
Oft  Mobbis  Island,  S.  C,  April  21, 1864.     ) 

Sm :  In  the  Anny  and  Navy  Journal,  of  the 
sixteenth  instant,  there  is  pubhshed  a  review  of 
the  service  of  the  "  monitors,"  by  Rear-Admiral 
J.  A.  Dahlgren.  As  this  review  does  not  give 
this  vessel  credit  for  the  service  performed  by  her, 
I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject,  in 
order  that  the  statement  may  be  corrected  at  the 
Navy  Department. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1863,  this  vessel 
went  into  action  with  Fort  Warner,  followed  by 
the  Patapsco;  the  New  Ironsides  joined  in  the 
action  also.  The  presence  of  the  Fassaic  in  this 
action  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1863,  the  most 
serious  engagement  for  iron-clads  that  had  taken 
place  to  that  date  occurred  between  Fort  Moultrie 
on  one  side,  and  the  monitors  Patapsco,  Wee- 
hawken,  Passaic,  and  Nahant,  on  the  other,  the 
detachment  being  under  command  of  Commander 
T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  the  Passaic. 

The  conflicts  with  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery 
Gregg,  on  Morris  Island,  each  usin^  two  guns  on 
the  water  face,  were  but  trifling  actions  for  iron- 
clads; but  every  collision  witn  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island  that  has  taken  place  bv  davh'ght 
has  been  formidable.  This  action  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  1863,  was  of  such  a  character. 

During  the  action  the  Passaic  grounded  about 


half  a  mile  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  was  severely 
hammered  by  the  fort  before  she  floated  off.  This 
engagement  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  eighth  of  September,  1863,  the  most 
remarkable  action  between  iron-clads  and  sand 
batteries  was  fought  under  command  of  Com- 
modore S.'  C.  Howan,  between  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island,  on  one  side,  and  the  Iron- 
sides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Passaic,  Montauk,  Na- 
hant, and  Weehawken,  (aground!,)  on  the  other. 
This  action,  lasting  for  three  hours,  terminated  in 
silencing  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the  island. 

During  this  action  the  Passaic  was  at  the  head 
of  the  line,  having  received  an  order  from  the 
Commodore,  as  she  was  going  into  action,  to  go 
well  up  and  enga^  Battery  Bee.  In  this  action 
the  Passaic  was  hit  in  fifty-one  new  places,  which 
were  easily  counted  after  the  action,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  she  was  actually  struck  oftener  than 
I  have  reported.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review. 

I  feel  especially  concerned  about  the  omission 
in  reference  to  this  vessel,  on  the  eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, in  consequence  of  the  great  efforts  that 
were  made  on  board  to  keep  her  in  an  effective 
condition. 

This  was  very  difficult  to  do  in  consequence  of 
her  turret  having  been  jammed  on  the  night  of 
sixth  of  September,  which  had  caused  the  spindle 
and  pilot-house  to  take  up  motion  with  the  turret, 
thus  disabling  the  steering  gear.    Ingenious  ex- 
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i  adopted,  (of  all  of  whioh  Rear- Admi- 
ral DaElgren  has  reports,)  and  the  vessel  was 
earned  successfully  into  action,  notwithstanding 
her  disabled  condition. 

After  all  these  efforts  to  keep  the  yessel  availa- 
ble, and  after  having  endured  the  battering  of 
those  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  for  Siree 
hoars,  it  is  most  disheartening  to  find  that  the 
presence  of  the  vessel  in  the  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review ;  and  I  respectfully  request, 
in  justice  to  my  own  reputation,  as  well  as  that 
of  every  officer  and  man  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
that  you  will  have  this  report  corrected. 

I  reel,  sir,  that  the  service  of  this  vessel  has  been 


underrated.  It  is  patent  to  all  the  commanders 
of  iron-clads  in  the  fleet  that  the  Passaic  is  more 
battered  than  any  of  them,  in  many  cases  show- 
ing three  shot-marks  to  one ;  and  I  ask  that  justice 
may  be  done  her  by  correcting  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  errors  that  I  have  pointed  out  in  the 
review  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 

For  further  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
statements  of  firing  made  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren during  the  past  nine  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  Simpson, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Statement  qf  Firings  by  United  States  Iron-dad  Paasaic,  Lieutenant-Commander  E,  Simpson. 


Date. 

RouKDS  Fired. 

HlTSBT 
Em  KMT. 

Dis- 

TANCK. 

Object. 

Bekabks. 

VMS. 
Jaly  29 

Aa«r.  9 
Aag.i5 

Aag.V 

15-ineh,    12  abells;  15-incb.  1 

■hot;  150-potmder,  0  ahclls; 

150-pomider,  1  shot   .... 
Rifled  iSO-pounder,  1  shell .  . 
15-inch,  2iahell8;  150-ponnd. 

er,  2  shells 

15-inch,  30  shells;  ISO-poUhd- 

er,  0  sheila 

None  .  . 
None  .  . 

None  .  . 

Thirteen 

Tarda. 

1,200 
1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

Fort  Wagner  .  .  .  . 
Battery  Gregg .  .  .  • 

Black    Steamer    and 
Battery  Gregg .  .  . 

Fort  Wagner  and  Fort 
Somter* 

Carried  away  cap  sqnare  bolt  ofrifle. 

Retnming  fire  of  Battery  Gregg 

while  on  picket  duty.              ^* 

While  on  picket  dnty. 

Engaged  Wagner  in  forenoon,  then 
engaged  Sumter,  and  after  oinner 

ABg.18 
Aog.23 

▲ag.Sl 

iS-inch,  18  shells 

l^-faKh,   0  shells;   ISO-ponnd- 

er,  1  shell  and  0  shot.  .  .  . 

15-incfa.  1  sheU;  150-ponnder, 

Five    .  . 
Fire    .  . 
Nhie   .  . 

Seven.  • 

None  •  . 
None  .  • 

1,000 
750 
875 

1,200 
to  600 

1,100 

Fort  Wagner  .... 
FortSomter    .... 
FortJIonltre  .... 

• 

JFortSnmter    .  .  | 

Covered  way  between 

Wagner  and  Gregg 

Obstrnctiona   .... 

Battery  Bee,  on  SnlU- 
ran'sIsUnd.  .  •  . 

FortMonltrie.  .  .  . 
Monltrie  Honse  .  .  . 

engaged  Wagner  again. 
Several  bad  hIU,deck  leading  over 

bread  room. 
Shot  ftom  Sumter  drove  in  a  bolt 

of  ring  aronnd  wave  of  turret. 
Three  snots  through ;  one  of  them 

over  coal-bunkers,  20  inches  by 

9;   the  other  two  causing  bad 

leaks  on  berth   deck.    Another 

bolt  driven  in  ttom  ring  around 

wave  of  turret. 
No  bad  hits,  but  side  armor  sprung 

apart  6  inches  at  the  stem,  caused 

by  fouling  a  monitor. 

No  reply  from  the  enemy. 

This  firing  was  done  on  picket  to 
prevent  reinforcements  coming 
to  Wagner.  In  revolving  turret 
the  spindle  and  pilot-house  torn 
np.  Motion  with  the  turret;  tur- 
ret, spindle,  pilot-house,  revolv- 
ing together. 

Three  new  holes  through  the  deck, 
and  side  armor  badly  ii^Jured  in 
several  places.  Eleven  hits  on 
Tins  around  base  of  turret;  one 
of  them  at  the  base  caused  so 
much  friction  on  deck  plate  as  to 
reouire  34  pounds  of  steam  to  re- 
volve the  turret.  Twenty-nine 
new  hits  on  turret. 

Covering  the  Nahant  and  Mon 
tank,  towing  off  the  Lehigh  that 
was  aground. 

Trytog  to  ignite  Moultrie  Honse. 

Sept.  1 
Sept.  0 

(P.  M.) 

]5.hMA,  20  shells;   ISO-ponnd- 
er,  20  shells  and  0  chiUed  shot 

lS-ineh,S  shells;  IfiO-ponnder, 

9  sheila 

15-inoh.  1  sheU;  150-pounder, 

Sept.  8 

15-faidi,  10  shells;  150i>onnder, 
30  shells 

Fifty-one 

Three.  . 
None  .  • 

750 

1,500 
1,750 

Kor.  M 

(A.X.) 

IS-inch,  t  shells;  ISO-ponnder, 
31  shd^  •••• 

Vor.  16 

150-ponnder,  3  shells 

154neh,8  ahella;  150i>onnder, 
W  sheila  •,•...•>-. 

None  .  . 
None  .  . 

2r35fl 
2,350 

Blockade  mnner.  .  . 
Blockade  ninner .  .  . 

Blockade  runner  aground  off  Fort 

Moultrie. 
Trying  to  destroy  Blockade  runner 

off  Fort  Moultrie. 

W).    s 

l5(KK>nnder,  86  shells  .... 

•  Distance  from  Wagner  900  yards,  from  Sumter  2,000  yards. 
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REBELLION   BECOBD,   1862-64. 


Doc.  9. 
THE   WOMEN    OF   THE   WAR. 

B.   F.   TAYLOR'S   LETTER, 
Armt  op  thb  Cumbbrlakd,  October  22, 1863. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  the  splendid 
project  of  the  women  of  the  North-west  will  be  blos- 
soming in  full  beauty,  lliey  will  have  thronged  to 
the  city  of  the  Great  Lakes  "  like  doves  to  their  win- 
dows/' their  hearts  and  offerings  in  their  hands ; 
and  art,  eloquence,  and  son^,  the  grand  pageant,  the 
classic  tableau,  the  ^quisite  device,  the  glowing 
thought,  will  have  been  hallowed  to  the  sweet  uses 
of  mercy.  The  lips  of  the  marble  images  at  Mecca 
were  worn  away,  they  say,  by  the  kisses  of  the 
pilgrims,  but  how  must  the  delicate  touch  of  true 
and  loving  women  smooth  and  beautify  the  iron 
fate  of  our  glorious  boys  in  blue ! 

Close  beside  the  scene  that  brightens  your  city 
like  a  carnival,  garlanded  with  flowers  and  glad 
with  sunshine,  I  see  a  shadow  strange  and  sad. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  laughing  girls,  who  make  a 
Sharon  of  the  Soldiers'  Fair,  discern  how  heavy  the 
borders  of  that  night  whence  comes  the  dawn  they 
smile  in.  I  am  not  sure  I  can  do  better  than  to 
give  an  unstudied  story  of  the  unseen  side  of  that 
golden  shield  of  theirs  ^-  no  silver  side,  alas !  but 
dark,  dull  iron.  The  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  behind 
you,  southward  across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
you  look  upon  a  region  in  the  rear  of  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland,  a  breadth  of  three  hundred  and 
eight  miles  to  the  spurs  of  the  mountains.  That 
area,  once  so  lovely,  is  dappled  with  those  shadows 
strange  and  sad  —  the  hospitals  of  the  Federal 
army.  At  Chattanooga,  at  Bridgeport,  at  Steven- 
son, at  Cowan,  at  Decherd,  at  ^lurfreesboro'^  at 
Nashville,  strown  all  along  the  wav,  are  flocks  of 
tents  sacred  to  mercy  and  the  soldiers'  sake.  I 
vrish  I  could  bring  ^ou  near  enough  to  see  them, 
that  I  could  lift  aside  a  fold  in  ward  A  here,  or 
ward  B  there ;  that  you  may  see  the  pale  rows,  each 
man  upon  his  little/  couch,  the  white  sheet  setting 
close  to  the  poor,  thin  limbs  like  the  diapery  of 
the  grave.  It  would  wonderfully  magnify,  I  think, 
the  work  you  are  doing,  my  sisters. 

I  would  not  take  you  to  the  surgeon's  quarters 
when  the  battle  is  beginning ;  when  he  lays  off 
the  green  sash  and  the  tinselled  coat,  and  rolls  up 
his  sleeves,  and  spreads  wide  his  cases  filled  with 
glittering  silver,  and  makes  ready  for  work.  They 
begin  to  come  in,  slowly  at  first  —  one  man  nurs- 
ing a  shattered  arm,  another  borne  by  his  com- 
rades, three  in  an  ambulance,  one  on  a  stretcher ; 
then  faster  and  faster,  lying  here,  lying  there, 
waiting  each  his  terrible  turn. 

The  silver  steel  grows  cloudy  and  lurid ;  true, 
right  arms  are  lopped  like  slips  of  golden  willow ; 
feet  that  never  turned  from  tne  foe,  forever  more 
without  an  owner,  strew  the  ground.  The  knives 
are  busy,  the  saws  play ;  it's  bloody  work.  Ah, 
the  surgeon,  with  heart  and  head,  with  hand  and 
eve,  fit  for  such  a  place,  is  a  prince  among  them ! 
Uool  and  calm,  auick  and  tender,  he  feels  among 
the  arteries  and  fingers  the  tendons  as  if  they 
were  harp-strings.    But  the  cloud  thunders  and 


the  ipitttftd  rain  pitten  loudor  mod  fiercer,  and  the 

poor  fellows  come  creemng  in  broken  ranks  like 
com  beaten  down  with  the  flails  of  the  stonn. 
'*  My  God,"  cried  a  surgeon,  as-,  looking  up  an  in- 
stant from  his  work  he  saw  the  mutilated  crowds 
borne  in ;  "my  God !  are  all  my  boys  cut  down ! " 
And  yet  it  tliundered  and  rained.  A  poor  fellow 
wriUies,  and  a  smothered  moan  escapes  him. 
"Be  patient,  Jack,"  says  the  surgeon,  cheerfully; 
"  I'll  make  you  all  ri^bt  in  a  minute."  And  wbiat 
a  meaning  there  was  m  that  "  all  right ! "  It  was 
a  right  arm  to  come  off  at  the  elbow,  and  "  Jack" 
slipped  off  a  ring  that  clasped  one  of  the  poor, 
useless  fingers  that  were  to  blend  with  the  earth 
of  Alabama,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket !  He  wss 
making  ready  for  the  "  all  right"  Does  "  Ala- 
bama "  mean  "  here  we  rest "  ?  If  so,  how  sad 
yet  how  glorious  have  our  bojrs  made  it, 

•♦  Who  Bink  to  rest. 
With  all  their  ooaatry*8  wishes  blest ! ' 

Another  sits  up  while  the  surgeon  follows  the 
bullet  that  had  buried  itself  in  his  side ;  it  is  the 
work  of  an  instant ;  no  solemn  council  here ;  no 
lingering  pause ;  the  surgeon  is  bathed  in  patriot 
blood  to  the  elbows,  and  the  work  goes  on.  An 
eye  lies  on  a  ghastly  cheek,  and  silently  the  sof- 
ferer  bides  his  time.  "  Well,  Charley,"  says  the 
doctor,  (he  is  dressing  a  wound  as  he  talks,) 
"what's  the  matter?"  "O,  not  much  doctor; 
only  a  hand  off."  Not  unlike  was  the  answer  made 
to  me  by  a  poor  fellow  at  Bridgeport,  shattered 
as  a  tree  is  by  lightning:  "How  are  you  now?" 
said  I.  "  Bully !"  was  the  reply.  You  shooM 
have  heard  that  word  as  he  spoke  it ;  vulgar  as  it 
used  to  seem,  it  grew  manly  and  noble,  and  I 
never  shall  hear  it  again  wimout  a  thought  of 
the  boy  on  the  dusty  slope  of  the  Tennessee ;  the 
boy — must  I  say  it?  —  that  sleeps  the  soldier's 
sleep  within  a  hundred  rods  of  the  spot  where  I 
found  him.  And  so  it  is  everywhere;  not  a 
whimper,  not  a  plaint  Only  once  did  I  bear 
either.  An  Illinois  Lieutenant,  as  brave  a  fellow 
as  ever  drew  a  sword,  had  been  shot  through  and 
through  the  thighs,  fairly  impaled  by  the  bullet — ' 
the  ugliest  wound  but  one  I  ever  saw.  Eight 
days  before  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  Then,  he  could  not  have  swung  one 
hundred  and  twenty  clear  of  the  fioor.  He  had 
just  been  brought  over  the  mountain,  and  his 
wounds  were  angry  with  fever ;  they  were  lifcing 
him  as  tender  as  they  could;  thev  let  him  slip 
and  he  fell,  perhaps  six  inches.  But  it  was  like 
a  dash  from  a  precipice  to  him,  and  he  wailed  oot 
like  a  child,  tears  wet  his  pale,  thin  face,  and  be 
only  said,  "  My  poor  child,  now  will  they  tell  her  ?  " 
It  was  only  for  an  instant ;  his  spirit  and  his  frane 
stiffened  up  together,  and  with  a  half  smile  be 
said,  "  Don't  teU  anybody,  hoys,  that  I  made  a  fool 
of  myself! "  The  Lieutenant, "  sleeps  well,"  and, 
alas !  for  the  "  poor  child" — how  did  thev  tell  her  ? 

A  soldier,  fairly  riddled  with  bullets,  like  one  of 
those  battle  fiags  of  Illinois,  lay  on  a  blanket  gasp- 
ing for  breath.  "  Jemmy,"  said  a  comrade,  and 
a  friend  before  this  cruel  war  began,  with  one  aim 
swung  in  a  sling,  and  who  was  going  home  on  for- 
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lough,  **  Jemmy,  what  shall  I  tell  them  at  hone  £Mr 
fOM?"*  "  Tell' them,"  aaid  he,  "that  there  isn't 
lardly  enough  left  of.  me  to  say  '1/  but — hold 
iowu  here  a  minute — tell  Kate  there  is  .enough 
}f  me  left  to  love  her  till  I  die."  Jemmy  got  his 
'urlough  that  night,  and  left  the  ranks  forever.  It 
teems  to  me  that  all  true  women  must  envy  that 
nrl's  fate.  Shot  away  all  but  his  heart,  that  still 
)eat  true,  who  w^ould  not  be  the  dtad  soldier's  bride 
'oiever  ?  O,  there  .is  nothing  anywhere  here  to 
uake  you  blush  for  human  weakness :  the  rebel  bul- 
et  is  not  moulded  that  can  kil}  western  manhood. 
I  want  to  say  here,  in  a  paragraph  by  itself, 
:hat  the  surgeons  ahould  be  compelled  to  report 
:o  the  women ;  if  they  do  their  duty,  thev  have  to 
perform,  in  large  measure,  woman's  work.  They 
tiavc  to  need  more  than  BkUl  and  scalpels ;  they 
irant  woman's  fortitude,  tenderness,  and  faiths 
Fhere  are  the  noblest  of  men  among  the  surgeons 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  who  do  hot  halt 
ii  the  letter  of  duty,  but  go  on  cheerfully  to  the 
aplrit,  and  there  are  —  God  save  the  mark!  — 
Dien  among  them  for  whom  faithless  is  the  mildest 
euphemism.  I  nuist  tell  one  instance :  a  <*  contract 
surgeon  "  —  if  you  know  what  that  is  — went  out 
on  a  pleasure  xidft  within  the  hour — three  o'clock 
--  that  two  huj^dred  sick  and  wounded  men  came 
into  his  ward.  He  returned  at  sunset,  and  on 
bein^  reminded  of  his  neglected  duty,  flippantly 
replied,  "  O,  Pll*  do  them  m  half  an  hour ! '' 
What,  think  you,  would  **  do  "  him,  and  do  him 
justice.  For  one  I  should  be  auite  content  to 
trust  lus  fate  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  the  loyal 
women  of  the  North-west,  to  whom  be  glory  and 
honor  everlasting ! 

Bemember,  I  am  writing  only  of  the  days  after 
the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga — only  of  one  scene 
in  this  tremendous  tragedy.  I  have  followed  the 
wounded  and  the  languishing  to  the  surgeon's 
quarters  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  and  now  comes 
that  journey  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Bridge- 
port,—that  beating  every  wound  with  hammers 
mile  after  mile.  Watch  me  with  the  rocking, 
joltmg,  lurching  train  of  three  hundred  ambu- 
lances, each  witn  its  sore,  bruised  burden,  and 
tell  me  which  is  the  more  terrible,  the  whole 
strong  regiment  marching  into  the  storm,  or  the 
broken  mutilated  column  creeping  away  to  shel- 
ter. ^  You  can  hardly  believe  that  one  of  all  will 
survive  the  journey ;  that  the  folds  of  the  waiting, 
empty  tenis^  1^ re  and  there  and  fonder,  will  ever 
swing  back  tg  receive  them.  Let  me  paint  for 
you,  if  I  can,  Qne  of  those  shadows,  beside  your 
sunshine  there,  with  which  I  began  this  letter. 

It  is  a  white,  dustv  ridge  in  Alabama ;  tall,  slim 
oaks  sprinkle  it,  and  beneath  them,  in  streets  with 
a  far-eastern  look,  stand  the  tents  of  those  blessed 
cities  jf  mercy,  a  field  hospital.  The  sun  pours 
body  down;  a  distant  drum  snarls  now  and  then, 
as  if  in  a  dream ;  the  tinkling  concert  of  a  cloud 
of  locusts  —  the  cicada  of  the  south  —  comes  like 
the  dear  old  sleu;b  bells  chime,  from  a  distant 
tree.  '^'The  loud  laugh  that  tells  the  vacant 
mind"  is  unheard ;  the  familiar  sounds  of  closing 
doors  and  children's  carol  never  rises  there ;  the 
tents  swell  white  and  sad  and  still.  Within  them 
Vol.  X.— Doc.    13 


lie  almost  three  thousand  soldiers,  marred  with 
all  wounds  conceivable,  wasted  with  pain,  parched 
with  fever,  wearily  turning,  wearily  waiting,  to 
take  up  the  blessed  march.  Ho !  for  the  North ! 
That  IS  the  word,  the  ever-abiding  charmer,  that 
'*  lingers  still  behind.**  It  is  Stevenson,  it  is 
Nashville,  it  is  Louis^dlle,  it  is  home,  it  is  heaven ! 
Alas,  for  it,  how  they  falter  and  sleep  by  the  way ! 
And  every  one  of  these  men  was  somebody's  boy 
once ;  had  a  mother  once,  a  wife,  a  sister,  a  sweet- 
heart ;  "  but  better  is  a  friend  that  is  near  than  a 
brother  that  is  afar  ofif,"  and  there  are  only  two 
here  in  person,  but  how  many  in  heart  and  work ! 

You  have  been  thinking,  my  sisters,  where  is 
our  work  in  all  these  sceaes?  That  sno\vj  roll 
of  linen :  that  little  nillow  beneath  the  sufferer's 
head;  tnat  soft  fola  across  the  gashed  breast; 
that  cooling  drink  the  rude,  stalwart,  kind  nurse 
is  putting  to  yonder  boy's  white  lips ;  that  delica- 
cy this  poor  fellow  is  just  partaking ;  that  dress- 
ing-gown, whose  broideredf  hem  those  long,  thin 
fingers  are  toying  with ;  the  slippers,  a  world  too 
wide  for  the  thin,  falterinff  feet ;  the  dish  of  fruit 
a  left  hand  is  slowly  working  at,  his  right  hand 
laid  uuon  our  Federal  altar  at  Chickamauga,  never 
to  be  lifted  more.  Your  tree,  my  sister,  bore  that 
fruit ;  your  fingers  wrought,  your  heart  conceived. 
"What  do  the  women  say  about  us  boys  at 
home  ?  "  asked  a  poor  wreck  of  a  lad  as  I  sat  by 
his  side.  That  brow  of  his  ached,  I  know,  for  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand,  and  the  '*  sound  of  a  voice 
that  is  still."  At  the  moment  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion he  was  turning  over  a  little  silken  needle- 
book  that  one  of  ^ou  laughing  girls  made  some 
day,  and  tucked  m  the  corner  of  a  bag,  labelled 
"  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission.''  On  the  cover  of 
that  book  you  had  wrought  the  words,  playfully 
perhaps,  "  My  bold  soldier  boy."  I  silently 
pointed  to  the  legend :  the  reply  struck  home  to 
nis  heart  and  he  burst  into  tears.  I  assure  you 
they  were  not  bitter  tears  he  shed;  and  as  he  wiped 
them  away  with  a  white  film  of  a  handkerchief  you 
girls  hemmed  for  him,  his  question  was  twice 
Answered,  and  he  was  content,  His  eyelids 
closed  down,  his  breathings  grew  regular,  he  had 
fallen  asleep,  and  I  thought  it  was  the  picture  of 
the  "  Soldier's  Dream  "  over  affain. 

You  hear  of  the  mal-appropnation  of  your  gifts ; 
but  never  fear  i  one  grain  may  fiiil,  but  two  will ' 
spring  up  and  blossom  into  forget-me-nots.  Your 
woxk  k  everywhere.  Qo  viih  me  to  that  tent 
standing  apart.  It  is  the  dead-house  tent.  Four 
bovs  in  their  brown  blankets,  four  white  wood 
coue,  four  labels,  wkb  fouv  namee  on  lour  still 
breaste.  Two  of  the  four  garments  the  sleepers 
wear  are  of  linen  from  your  stares,  stitohad  by 
your  finders.  Verily,  the  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 
Seoietiia  should  be  named  '*  Mary,"  for  are  they 
Aot,  Eke  km  of  old»  the  **  lest  at  the  cross,  and  the 
earliest  at  Un  gmve  "  ? 

'*  Whea  can  I  go  home,  doctor  ?"  is  the  ques- 
tion forever  shapMl  bv  tka  lips  aad  asked  by  the 
eyes  as  he  goes  his  daily  rounds.  There  was  a 
train  of  cars  at  last,  •*  bca  cars —cattle  cars  — 
if  yott  Hke  it  better,  •*-  drawn  up  opposite  the  hos- 
pital at  nine  o'clock,  as  the  four  hundred  poor 
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boys,  lame,  bandaged,  supporte^f  carried  outr^gfa, 
came  over  the  hiU  to  take  t^e  trafn.  It  was  the 
wounded  brigade,  and  three  of  every  five  wofe 
some  token  of  woman's  remenkbrance  —  af  your 
loving  kindness.  It  was  jumounced  to  them  <m 
the  night  before  t&9^  diey  were  to  go  at  fve,  ind 
there  was  no  sleep  for  joy.  Some  of  them  had 
actually  watd)ed  the  night  out  in  the  open  air, 
like  the  Chaldean  shepherds,  lest  by  some  chance 
the  train  should  go  without  them.  But  they  were 
hopeful  and  heartful,  for  Ihey  would  go  oy  and 
by.  That  wounded  brigade  made  my  eyes  dim 
as  they  came:  no  "pomp  and  circumstance" 
now,  no  martial  stef ,  no  rustling  barniers  and 
eleaming  arms.  I  snould  have  been  less  Uian 
human  had  I  not  swallowed  my  heart  All  day  as 
I  thought  of  that  brigade,  thegnmdest  body  of 
men  t  ever  saw  in  my  Efe.  Well,  the  cars  were 
floored  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  we  moved 
slowly  away,  and  I  mvst  tell  you  that  all  the  way 
along  that  weary  ride  of  twentv  hours  to  Nash- 
ville, it  was  the  thoughtful  girt  of  woman  that 
kept  their  hearts  up.  r^ot  on  the  field  of  Chick- 
amau^a,  not  in  the  woods  of  Alabama,  not  on  th» 
train  m  Tennessee  could  I  get  otlt  of  sight  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  the  Florence  Nightingales 
of  the  North-west  I  want  to  describe  tikat  ride 
to-day,  but  cannot :  how  they  waited  hours  till  a 
Major-General's  swift,  eommodious  car  should 
pass ;  how  they  crept  along  at  the  rear  of  every- 
thing alive.  It  is  worth  a  chapter,  and  it  shall 
have  it.  And  so,  my  sisters,  I  have  ffiven  you  a 
hand's  breadth  of  the  shadow  which  that  ^mshine 
of  yours  hm  pierced  and  glorified  like  the  coming 
of  morning.  Whan  to  the  s^and  eternity  of  the 
historic  page  the  scenes  amid  which  we  wait  and 
labor  have  passed,  the  heart  of  the  world  wili 
warm  to  the  women  of  the  North-west ;  soldierly 
daring  and  womanlv  deeds  will  be  blended  to- 
gether forever ;  the  kiss  of  the  daughters  wHl  not 
stain  the  sword  of  the  sons }  the  violet,  lily,  and 
laurel  will  bloom  immortal  together,  and  the  lost 
Eden  of  oid  will  smile  once  more  on  the  map  of 
the  globe.  B.  F.  x. 
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t^edldkr,  whethtr 
m  jtfae  iaid  er  ia  ibe  friioih  never  Ibrgels  U  ^ 
forgeii  He.  AmA  vboeiw  iaaf  Urmt  the  ]mmd 
ones  ai  bonei  dMee  u|^  the  fieM  mtk  m  ^ 
piieott  never  tatmt  thim^  I  hMe  fan  writ  wamm 
prayaea  m  ikt  ukkf  fmot^ 
offering  prayer,  whether  a  C 
tenaat,  Sn^^ecMi,  CMmm1» 
Maior  er  Briyriw-fkanfl,  ^  we  haii  «  M- 
gaaiec-QeaerallbKie  thai  •fined  publte  fmym  in 
the  prison,)  aU  ikepMoaera  ware  wiliki^  to  hear, 
and  when  th^  tRwoked  tiw  diviiw  Mimif  fcr 

•  QlTen  in  a  Lecture  at  Plqoa,  Ohio. 


Ae  loved  ones  «l  home,  io  vpite  «f  idl  sel^eoo- 
trol  a  tear  would  gather  in  Aehr  ejyea,  and  there 
would  be  tremor  ro  tibe  voioe  as  tey  reinenbered 
those  that  were  hx  away.  As  we  are  here  to- 
night, not  in  prison,  but  tatidm  the  mA  af  the 
rtars  and  stripes^  permitted  to  stlltouna  our  own 
firesides  and  ear  own  altars,  rimuld  we  not  re- 
member the  brave  soldiers^  Who  would  bs- 
mdge  the  smaS  pfttajkce  thatweglve  co  the  Aid 
Societv  f  '  We  haw  had  some  Mxxi  sdBfffai|  here 
to-ni^ht.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  m  singinr 
in  lihby  Prison ;  I  ha^  heard  thi«e  handled,  I 
presume,  join  "hi  ^e  eliorus  of  *  Jt^  brown's 
sou!  fs  marehing  on.*  The  rSM  officers  did  not 
like  this,  and  sometimes,  when  we  made  them 
angry,  they  sl^ut  off  the  supply  cffimter,  and  tbea 
we  had  none  to  oook  with  or  to  drink.  6ome- 
dmes  when  we  offended  tliem  by  dngingthe 
Stat-Spangled  Banner,  tbe  Red,  WUle,  and  Bhie, 
or,  ••  We  are  coming.  Father  Abraham,  Six 
Hundred  Thousand  more,^  (fbk*  we  n»!e  t^  prison 
rihg,)  they  would  refuse  to  bring  ns  np  any%ood 
to  cook  with,  and  then  we  had  many  UneB  to  go 
without  onr  breakfasts ;  but  atffl  We  kapt  up  tibe 
music. 

When  a  man  has  been  hn^rtR)iM  ft  it  not  an 
uncommon  thin?  to  fn(|uire  how  he  got  there, 
how  he  happened  to  be  captured,  and  why  he  did 
not  make  his  escape  with  the  real  I  wm  si^  to 
vou  that  I  remained  behind,  when  the  retreat  from 
Winchester  took  plaoe,  by  the  <frder8  of  Colonel 
Keiffer,  the  colonel  of  my  regunent,  (the  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth,)  Aid  when  they  had  aetennin- 
ed  to  cut  their  way  out,  it  was  tile  request  of  the 
Cokmel  that  I  should  stav  behmd  and  see  t<7  gather- 
ing up  and  burying  th«  aead  and  taldng  caare  of  the 
wounded.  I  may  remark  here,  tiiat  hKVing  re- 
mained behind,  I  saw  a  good  deal  more  m  ^ 
rebels  and  rebetdosi  than  I  otherwiae  ebMild^have 
done.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  rebcAs  eame  up 
through  Winoheater  like  the  looosla  at  £^pt* 
They  came  exceedingly  thick.  N«t  less  mn 
thirty-five  thousand  mvested  the  place,  and  it  was 
told  me  that  theyliad  eighty  pieees  of  lurinion  in 

SosttSon.  How  manr  they  reidly  had  or  used  I 
o  not  know.  Then  lebela  passed  tlmKigh  on 
their  way  tm  to  ^etatylYaafa.  Our  entire  loss 
in  IdSM  and  wounded  was  i^>out  IhrM  hsfldred. 
The  loss  of  the  rebels  fn  killed  and  wo»ided  was 
aboOt  one  tftousand  three  hvndM  i  -eo  that  their 
losa  was  f>ver  Ibor  to  otr  ond.  Altai  met  l^ross 
left  on  Monday  mctfnteg  l!h«  f^bels  esme  in,  and 
I  saw  a  Oeneral  ride  up  to  tfie  fan  and  piA  Aiwn 
tkft  stars  and  stripes  and  Mst  the  rebel  flag  in 
its  place.  This  was  a  pMty  hard  aMit  to  look 
upon.  I  was  engased  in  burying  the  dead  toroond 
the  town  6f  Win<»estBr,  but  m  spite  of  aU  that 
I  was  able  td  do,  I  presame  ^t  seme  of  our  men 
never  fbund  a  burial,  ind  wHR  the  nIMe  gather- 
ed no  and  took  baek  tiwir  wttitnded  t6  wmit  they 
called  the  Louisl^ma  hospital,  stfnse  tfciiu  Wiies 
upon  ottr  right,  I  tlo  not  kMw  oi^mb  W™K 
any  attention  ttt  aH  to  ow  loMiers  arcHind  Win- 
chester. Upon  our  extreiie  ^^8^  wHei^  the 
Twelfth  Tirgmla  regiment,  and  One  Hundred  and  ^ 
Twenty-third  taid  part  of  the  One  Handi*ed  and 
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enth  regiaaent  Ibufbt  on  fialM^y  ••«•  «l  flwr 
len  were  killed,  and  I  h»fe  beea  tokU  e«l«n  Imt 
Mine s  and  I  hii^ve il  to  be-Cras.  Afiar  aptna* 
\^  three  ^3^  mcOMieotioA  inth  mar  own  ikoaoir 
xl  in  paflmkng  ey  tlM  weandediy  1  fixiad  in  tae 
trad  loon  of  mme  at  a«r  liMDitak  five  iimb»  wbo 
.«re  lyinff  m  *  cteie  of  decoMoftitioii.  The 
urses  loU  OM  they  ooidd  not  (e  handled  or 
aken  eul»  aethe  rtaeah  was  mck  4bat  the  room 
^uid  not  be  aptgie4  I  imiaidiateigr  nent  to  aa 
»ld  G«iBaa»  who  had  iumtshed  ua  vith  coffins 
rhen  one  ibneee  had  peaaeBiion  ef  Winahaater, 
ind  engaMA  aofina  frona  hiiOt  wlath  I  carried  on 
ny  iheMldew  te  Ae  hoapitak  Thoae  whoae 
msineae  k  wnak4o  attend  te  this  BHKtter  of  burial 
refused  to  do  it,  and  I  had  to  «ae  my  attthorit]|r, 
md  smf  that  tiha  thing  Bnitt  be  den«^  and  that  it 
should  be  denew  1  go4  a  detail  of  our  ovn  men 
from  the  |urMna%«nar8bal«  uid  we  di^  pwes  and 
buried  thoae  man.  I  worked  at  Winchester  from 
Monday  ttoaalng  oaiil  Satorda  v  sftenieon — and 
this  was  the  firat  I  had  seen  of  the  provoat  mar- 
6hal»  when  I  hnd  oaiied  efKin^im  for  a  detail  of 
men  to  dip  theaa  graves  and  bniy  these  nwn. 
He  ordered  me  te  re|)ert  to  him  to-aM>now,  and 
ihen  the  neat  day> 

On  Satttd^Vv  when  I  reported  to  htm,  he  said 
there  wee  A  eoBirge  prefemed  against  me.  He 
ihen  read  the  ehaigp'    The  man  who  prefeiaed 


the  chaige  waa  In  an  ai||oining  room  and  I  had  an 
interview  «Wa  hMa.  He  said  that  I  had  sent  hii 
negro  gid  te  Ohio*  I  told  him  1  had  nething  to  do 
\rith  sending  his  nigre  girl  away.  After  ha^iinff 
some  oonvefaataeB  with  Aim*  be  told  me  that  if  I 
vould  ttgage  to  return  thai  negro  girl  to  him  it 
would  hi  aU  Jm^^  1  told  him  it  would  be  as 
much  sifcimpaesihility  for  me  to  letum  the  negro 
girl  ss  te  g0  te  Ohio  and  gather  up  any  other  &ee 
girl  sad  bii^g  her  dowa  and  give  hcc  to  him.  I 
had  nethii^  te  do  with  the  matter^  and  did  not 
know  i^em  dwj|»l  iHMv  aad  could  no^make  any 
such  piemii^  fle  then  informed  me  tl^t  if  I  did 
not  winm  hie  gid  he  would  hold  me  responidble. 
I  told  himdM  hw  JiNfht  do  w»WlI  had  nothing 


to  de  waih  Jda  gi|^  iad  '^  waa  out  of  my  power 


to  liiaB  bar.    Thn  piovoat  aarslml  then  said 

tiutt  my  pseole  waa  «eeeked»  ffid  he  ordered  me 

under  iTaiijLjmd  under  a  ehaige  of  bayonets  I 

^Ku  tahm  bAie  Oeamal  £mly»and  waa  mfomwd 

that  kra  iha  h.imM  mna  el  the  Southern  states 

tUofcemlmarhMi  Ivas  chaj^sd waa  punlah- 

ahle  vithdealkf  Ihat  xmm  woe  4ning  lor  aoeh 

oimm,«nd  T  inghttabe.    AAer  Imvmg  Qen- 

^  lSsKh;»«ader  ehmge  of  bayeneta,  1  ^e^amd 

"ip  t«o  bWwleand  mUed  ihem  up,  for  I  hod 

nodmg  elier  ap  akilhimp  hpfing^ad  been  oap- 

tuTwL  Istm^toklheon^Bihlethalimathme. 

1  asksd  MipMMi  of  dM.pK>vest  mmshal  to  look 

'B^  Aah^gifi  te  mjMMdise^  but  thia  parmia- 

noD  mt  Klbmd  mab    1  gmheied  up  my  two 

p  asfctr^md  (mpgaaad  that  I  waa  to  geinto  soaM 

Pyy  <l  ■III  iiwm  ia  Winahester  >  haihrntead 

^  frl>  1  wan  diawi wfod  that  them  was  alwady 

m  ittt  q|  namh  owh¥  the  lewn  eoiV  »m  ee  six 

^^^isdbittambav  and  with  themi  waa  started 

°^  ^1  modi  towards  Bichmond.    The  provost 


told  «•  thai  my  destiny  was  to  be  deliv- 
ered over  to  the  cj»il  authoritias  to  be  tried  fur  the 
oifenee.  Lkaew  what  the  laws  of  Virginia  were 
an  r^aid  to  thia  aiattec,  and  I  knew  at  the  same 
time  that  there  waa  no  truth  «r  honeat|it  no  jus- 
lice  or  hnmnity  in  the  bosem  of  rebels.  I  knew 
that  there  wm  nothing  for  me  to  eipect  from 
tbem  eithes  in  the  wdy  of  justice  nr  nqmnnity. 
My  only  hope,  then,  was  in  the  atrong  arm  of 
our  government  As  I  had  seen  thousands  ui>on 
thousands^  of  Confederates  going  up  into  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1  did  not  knew  what  the  result  aught  be. 
I  was  eondderably  gloonw  and  downcaat  in  my 
mind.  Some  of  our  solcBers  and  offiaam  were 
marched  out  on  the  nwd,  where  they  lay  down 
upon  the  bare  ground,  and  epent  the  night  in  a 
dsanohio^  raii^  without  harcUy  aov  blankj^s  or 

r taction.  Many  were  left  in  the  auat  and  heat . 
thrae  days  be&re  they  were  taken  out,  and 
without  hhmkete^  or  provisionB,  or  anything  to 
make  them  comfortable.  When  they  lay  down 
at  night  they  lay  down  m  the  dust,  and  when  tliev 
rose  in  the  morning  they  were  in  the  duat,  and 
among  thia  number  were  tweWe  or  fifteen  respec- 
table women  whoae  husbands  were  serving  in  the 
armp.    They  were  not  eamp-lbllowers,  but  re- 

r  table  women»  and  they  were  cmwded  into 
fort  with  those  three  te  ter  thousand  men. 
Such  objects  of  pity  I  never  mw  befi>reii  There 
they  lay  in  the  dust  of  a  arowded  fort,  with  noth- 
ing to  nrotect  them,  nothing  to  eat,  and  nothing 
to  drink,  (for  the  water  gave  out  in  the  cisterns,) 
and  they  were  nearly  femished  f<Mr  water.  I  was 
at  the  entrance  ef  the  fort,  before  my  armet,  when 
the  huabands  of  these  women  were  marched  out. 
They  started  out  with  them*  but  were  driven  back 
at  the  p<nnt  of  the  b^onet  into  the  Ibxt;  and 
though  they  wept  and  entreated  to  be  permitted 
to  accompany  their  husbands,  they  were  kept 
there,  ana  sent  to  Bichmond  in  the  same  gang  in 
which  I  was  sent.  I  saw  these  women  ou  the 
march  for  Richmoiidi  lying  on  the  bare  ground 
and  in  the  dret^^hing  rain.  That  is  the  way  the 
Confederates  treat  our  soldiers  and  our  women. 

The  speaker  hem  related  an  incident  of  the 
danghter  ef  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Winoheater, 
who  had  fidlen  in  love  with  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Eighty-mventh  Pannaykania  mgiment»  and  had 
married  lam,  and  after  the  battle  had  mked  per- 
nnssion  te  enter  the  fort  to  look  lor  her  husband, 
who  ftirtunntely  had  not  been  mnmrcd  8aid  the 
commander,  '*Is  yout  hmbana  in  the  Federal 
army?  How  «uaa  he  to  be  thme?"  "  Why,'' 
said  ehe,  •*  he  wm  them  when  I  merried  him." 
•«¥o«;'  said  he,  ««a  hi^-borm  Bouteru  kdy, 
memy  a  Federal  caldier!  Ain't  pen  aahaamd  of 
yenreelf  ?  "  With  a  look  of  as  much  indignation 
m  the  omintenanm  ns  I  ever  aair  ia  the  eem»te- 
mmee  of  any  laity  in  my  lilb>  the  anavmed  him, 
''No,  sir  I  I  am  prowl  of  him."  In  a  short  time 
an  ambuknee  waeeeat  la  her  &thar^i  henae»  and 
•he  wm  notifled  that  hnmedialely  ^  mnat  get 
hum  it  and  start  te  Bichmond.  She  eould  not 
at»y  within  the  rebel  linat^  She  mnat  he  mnt 
ttorthi  The  lady  whe  wm  proud  of  bar  Federal ' 
soldier  sat  down  Hat  in  the  ambulance,  and  rode 
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ninetjF-two  niet  to  Slaaalott.  I 
eeu  afto  me  left  Staunton,  tlie  remteka  of  tlm 
Udy.  At  nearly  erery  ttaiioa  Ibat  W6  oame  to, 
tho  reMo  flrovdod  upon  tte  j^olfonM  to  am 
those  iuMtHaiii  ofeotaioa  oaMoA  YttnkoeOi  AHer 
we  commoBoed  owttovch  froai  WiimliOBtor>  wt 
reaehod  fll»niiu«,  niae^r-two  wukeB^  in  four  (kya. 
The  iret  lo«f  of  broad  we  bought  we  p«d  two 
doHan  fcr,  awl  we  paid  the  aaa^  pzioe  for  a  little 
buekedbl  of  milk.  Atnight  we  bad  a  stiik  of 
wood  or  a  oloiio  fat  a  pillow.  Wheft  w«  sent 
rebel  priaoaeia  to  MartfeKbttr^,  twen^Mifaree 
miloa,  we  eeiit  iktm  bt  wagoot ;  bal  hero  wove 
Lieutenant  Colonela,  Captains,  Chaplaina,  and  finr- 
geoaa  atodihtd  the  whole  distanee  on  foot,  ezeept 
when  one  of  the  gttaida  ^  tirod  of  riding,  and 
would  lot  Bo«e  one  ride  his  hone  •  short  distance. 
We  armed  in  mchmond  towards  nighti'of  a  darli, 
drisal^,  daan  day,  and  tliere  we  were  iwpaialed 
froai  the  kdfes  who  went  down  with  us.  The 
ladies  wero  senito  Castle  Thunder,  and  we  were 
sent  le  lihhy  Prison.  This  Libby  Prison  atuids 
on  the  north  hank  of  the  tanes  Riyer,  on  the 
east  aide  of  the  city  of  Bichmond,  and  ^eto  lis 
name  from  the  former  ownere  of  the  Imilding, 
"Lihhy  ft  Son.*  It  was  fonserly  used  for  a 
tobaeoo  haoaei  It  is  a  building  of  about  two 
hundred  and  ^ty  feet  on  the  street,  and  one 
hundred  feet  baoL,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
There  afe  nine  rooms,  all  about  of  a  size.  I 
should  flnppoee  that  in  the  basement  there  are  an 
equal  nnmoer  of  rooms.  There  is  not  a  sash  nor 
a  glass  in  a  window  in  that  buildhi|^  with  the 
exoeplimi  of  tho  one  room  that  has  been  used  for 
the  hospital.  I  presume  our  officers  who  are 
there  to>day,  whie  we  are  here  eomfortable  in 
this  room,  are  without  ^ther  sash  or  gkns  in  the 
windows.  In  the  room  that  I  was  in,  whioh  was. 
one  hundred  feet  long  by  fifty  feet  wide,  there 
weve  ^teen  openings  for  windows,  bat  no  sash  or 
glass  in  any  m  them. 

We  were  oonducted  iofto  tbe  office  of  diat 
buildifig^  Captain  Tumer'a  room.  (By  the  by, 
let  me  say  to  yoa,  that  tf  erer  Cantain  Turner 
falls  into  the  hanAs  ctf  may  ef  the  Unian  officers 
thet  hare  beon  eonfined  in  that  prison  it  wiM  he 
a  sad  d^r  for  trim*)  He  is  a  omn  that  ii  entifolv 
dev(M<of  fenmanity.  There-is  not  a  good  streak 
in  hhn,  from  the  ende  of  his  toee  (ter  dp  to  ^te 
ends  of  his  Imhr.  He  has  another  man  under  hk 
control  who  Mle  M  inspector,  who  4s  aa  mean  a 
man  as  e^r  itie  Lofd  let  live  miywhere,  and,  as 
they  say  down  in  Castle  Thunder,  If  the  devil 
does  net  g$i  Mm  ^ere  4i  no  uee  hi  hnving  a 
de^l.  When  we  arrived  at  thw  oifiee  they  took 
us  ii^  metiw  room,  where  the  process  of  search- 
ing eommenosd.  They  took  our  sum  U«ikets 
and  ^1  ovr  money,  provided  we  ^M  not  hfcre  it. 
Soni#  i^  tlWto  hid  their  money,  andf  by  keeping 
it  oat  of  siftat,  th^  saeeeedcd  In  taking  it  into 
prinon  with  them.  From  ne  they  reoehm  nlaety- 
one  doiafe  in  greenbocka.  They  gavie  ise  a  re- 
ceipt, and  stated  to  us  thit  nil  onr  money  ebottld 
be  returned  to  us  when  vra  left  the  prison.  But 
it  so  happened,  as  they  said,  that  tfa«y  got  a  de- 
spatch only  an  hour  before  we  had  to  leave,  and 


^  waa  la  the  hands  of  the  quarter- 
maatar,  and  he  waa  at  the  other  end  of  the  town ; 
and,  with  aU  the  good  wishes  they  Imd  for  me, 
and  my  folUMMhapUdDS,  mid  aMiohne  they  pro- 
fessed to  desie  the  re«nm  of  Hr  nmney,  H  would 
be  iaipoasible  to  do  it.  6o  we  anme  m  without 
theaaoney.  £AToice-^«*I  thonght  du^did  not 
Uke  gieeahaeks.*']  Vwy  am  as  gmedy  forgreen- 
hnoha  aa  a  pk  fe  for  gmn  oom.  I  «ell  mm  that 
the  guasis  efthe  frison  wonklni  «p  Confeder- 
ate moR^,  and  put  little  atoneain  it,  ao  that  they 
eonid  throw  it,  md  we  would  thraar  down  greeo- 
baeka  in  ezohangn.  They  weve  pnnifeariaeisnnly 
if  enught  at  it,  mit  wkh  eOl  theiroare,  and  erery- 
Mag  they  ooold  do  to  stop  hf  wn  eonld  get  all 
the  money  exchanged  that  we  hod  i  and  if  we 
had  had  tea  timea  aa  nmeh  we  eonld  havw  got  it 
enehanged.  As  apuniahnMnt,  they  redneed  eome 
oftoera  tn  tho  ranks,  and  did  idl  thnt  it  wna  pos- 
sible to  do  to  stop  the  circulation  of  groOidinrlLi  ,- 
fet  whenever  a  ConfedoMRe  gala  proeuhncks 
enough  to  pay  his  way  out,  he  is  alaaost  onre  to 
deaert  $  and  that  fe  one  maaon  why  they  wisk  to 
keep  greenbacks  away  from  ihann 

WIm  we  vrere  seavcbod  He  were  sent  up  etairs, 
and  there  I  heard  one  cry  I  shall  ^lever  forget,  as 
it  rung  in  my  eara :  ** Fresh  ieh  I  feeah  fish !"  I 
thought  we  vrsee  to  have  §iie  living  if  we  were  to 
have  fresh  fish  every  day ;  hntaa  soon  as  I  got  up 
I  found  that  we  were  tihe  feesh  Mt  tbey  were 
talking  about.  Whan  vre  entMod  te  priaon  we 
were  called  Milroy's  thieves,  for  they  hiid  a  tmri- 
bie  spite  at  Mihroy.  They  sa^  tf  they  hnd  only 
got  nim  ^ey  ^mUd  have  torn  hhn  in  piooet. 
BeeiBf  that  they  had  not  got  Milrof  » they  must 
have  somehody  u^A  whom  to  oent  their  apite. 
When  Golenei  (Straight  was  first  hwmght  in  they 
rented  their  apite  on  Inm.  Tho  Governs  of 
Alabama  issued  a»quisitaon  tiint  Cofonal  Sereight 
and  all  hb  oiiears  should  be  ddivmied  ovne  to  the 
civU  authorities,  to  be  tried  by  the  lawa  of  Ala- 
bama, and  eseeoted.  They  ondeaiiitdto  iothm- 
date  them.  Well,  wfeen  wodhm»in  theyohauged 
their  ajMto  tmrn  Colonel  Jtmig  hi  to  iiHwy  'a  men. 
They  wore  all  bad  men.  ¥tanr  mnst  net  hny  a 
singk  thiny  We  mm  not  ouy  atyneAhe,  or 
tea,oroii^aV<'rbrend,  orinythingatftH.  They 
'WSR  going  to  pat  ua  on  the  acinntjest  raiione  and 
the  stnoteet  distipMno.  Yhey  were  vnvy  angry 
towarde  nL  The  fimt  ooene  Ofant  i  wtoeaeod  in 
libhy  Meon  made  a  al»ong  ImpMaAmMon  me. 
Aeurgeoin,Dr.  FMBnOiafiasymagmanttiat  had 
trareied  with  aM  on  ^e  nmh  from  Wincheater 
down  ta  Stmaton,  and  imn  SOMMton  to  Libby 
Pvisoa,  and  after  we  bed  got  theror  on  a  fent  day 
m  Juoe,  sat  down  m  die  Wiodoir  iMid  fnt  Ma  head 
oot  to  breathe  the  frsah  air.  •  Tho  gnstd  on  the 
steeet,  pasiing  by,  onioi^  hiaifto  udm  his  head 
hi>  but  ho  did  not  henry  m.  «w«ioaid«Mtthe 
gnard  ropealad  ifee  ««der,  but  he  did  not  hear 
mm.  iheafdtheorackofamiiak«t,and8MrUie 
buHoi  onilbe  in  the  sleeper  Joiet,  vaa0  above  Dr. 
^PiiNa.  ByliiogoodprofMflnae  of  Ood,  it  barely 
miseed  Mm.  I  aaeure  yon  we  took  eare  how  wo 
mit  our  heada  out  9(  the  wfaidows  after  that.  At 
Castle  Lightt^ig,  opposite  to  Castle  Thunder,  a 
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lard  fired  n^n  a  toldlflr  at  tiie  wndoWf  the  ball 
king  effect  in  th»  an&»  and  he  vaa  brought  to 
e  hospitaL 

The  seoond  aecne  that  I  witsesaed  In  lAbhj 
ison,  was  the  aelectioa  of  CaDtaioa  Sawyer  and 
Min,  to  be  executed  ia  the  place  of  thosa  two 
at  were  shot  for  rearaiting  within  our  linae  l^ 
e  order  of  General  Bumaide.  An  order  came 
to  our  roona  that  all  the  eaptaina  ahould  nepoxt 
:low»  and  there  waa  a  g^ay  time  amona;  them. 
bey  said.  Now  we  are  gouag  to  be  paroled,  and 
)  home.  There  waa  a  aaoile  npon  every  counte- 
mce,  and  we  aaid  to  one  another,  don't  you  wish 
m  was  a  Captain.  I  do.  I  weuld  lihe  to  leave 
lis  place  and  ig<»  home.    Seventy-five  eaptaina, 


ith  light  hearia  and  happy  eonntenanoas,  ma 
3wn  staira  into  one  of  toe  lower  rooma.  When 
lev  got  down  these,  one  of  the  officers  oarae  in 
itd.an  ordav  from  General  ^Qder»  that  from 
m  niunber,  then  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  two 
ere  to  be  selected  by  lot  to  be  executed  in  retal- 
ition  for  the  two  uiat  were  shot  by  General 
lumside.  They  stood  there  around  the  Toom  in  a 
irde.  A  boK  waa  placed  in  the  centre,  and  in 
hat  box  waa  piit  the  bta.  Two  of  the  cfaapLains 
a  the  prison  with  me  came  down  to  witness  the 
Irawing  of  thaK  lots.  Old  Father  Brown,  a  man 
vhose  Head  is  almost  aa  white  as  anow.  Chaplain 
)f  the  Sixth  Maryland  r^vent,  was  the  man 
irho  was  to  draw  the  lots.  The  lots  feUupon 
?aptaiQ  Fknn  and  Ci^tain  Sawyer:  one  was 
from  New  Jmey  and  the.  other  firom  Indiana.  I 
did  think  then  tluit  it  was  exceedingly  singular 
that  aa  New  Jerwej  and  Indiana  had  been  more 
Butternut  than  anv  two  other  atates,  that  the  lot 
should  fall  upon  teem.  I  tboiight  it  something 
sinf^kr,  and  so  it  was.  I  hope  these  atatea  have 
*iince  redeeoned  themaelves.  The  lota  were  drawn 
and  the  captttiia  returned.  There  waa  a  aelem- 
nity  upon  the  eountenaneea  of  the  eaptaina  that  I 
never  law  tmon  the  countenances  of  men  before. 
To  go  mte  Oe  battlf-field,  and  stand  before  the 
cannon's  mouth  and  oefore  musketry,  and  even  to 
shout  in  the  ehai^  aad  die  npeii  the  battle-field, 
seems  to  be  aeaoielhine  gloiiou%  and  men  go  into 
it  with  spint  and  witn  nerve  $  but  le  be  drawn 
^y  lot,  sad  d^iberately  exeented,  waa  aomething 
for  a  brave  man  to  face. 

I  law  ntttt»  who  had  braved  every  dupiger,  quad 
under  the  idea  of  being  tbua  aekfOed  for  execu- 
tion. .     . 

These  men  have  never  been  exeeirted  yet,  and 
ther  never  wilL  For  our  rovemment  hoMs  Gen- 
eral  Lee  and-  Captain  Winder  in  their  stead,  and 
^^  ^y  to  them,  uist  at  you  deal  with  Flynn  and 

^^^'  ao  ve  wih  deal  with  Le#  and  Winder. 

The  tiiid  scene  that  tranapired  in  Xibby 
Fnson  was  ia  re^^  to  Oslond  Powell,  who,  in 
^l  ^^Memeia  Wk  the  rebels,  had  been  shot 
throneh  the  bmasti  and  it  waa  supposed  thait  he 
voold  di|»  The  Confedaratas  came  upon  him 
^here  heiaa  hiaff  ia  his  gore,  and  wanted  to 
butcher  hhamaiMblood:  He  waa  sent  to  Bich- 
mond  and  put  into  the  hoapkai  He  Ittd  been 
^  the  hospital  about  two  weeks;  when  the  man 
lumer  took  him  down  into  the  basement  of  the 


and  opened  the  door  of  a  dark  damp 
cell,  toA  said  to  him»  *'  Get  in  there.**  Colonel 
Powell  said,  **  Sir,  for  what  am  I  to  be  put  in 
there? "  Tianmr  said,  "God  d^-o  yoa«  get  in 
thoe !  jrott  will  know  before  yon  get  net  what 
yen  ere  » there  for.''  He  west  mto  the  eeU,  and 
we  got  word  of  it  in  the  upper  part  tii  the  build- 
ing, and  one  of  our  number  got  down  below,  and 
Ouonel  Powell  not  a  vhauoe  to  send  a  slip  of 
paper  to  us,  saying,  "  I  am  here  in  a  eeU ;  I  have 
nothing  to  veaid;  I  have  only  a  fow  leaves  of 
Matthmr,  which  I  have  got  by  heart.  I  ean  hear 
yen  pray  and  sing  up  there  in  the  officers'  room. 
Prav  louder  and  ain|^  louder :  I  want  to  hear  you." 
Weil,  we  be^n  to  inquire  how  he  came  to  he  in 
this  cell.  Finallv,  we  asked  Oeneral  Winder  why 
be  waa  in  the  eeU.  The  General  replied  that  he 
did  not  know  why  it  was,  and  General  Jones 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  and  said  he.  had  given 
no  auch  Older.  Our  government,  after  a  time, 
got  word  of  it,  and  they  informed  the  rebels  that 
unless  Colonel  Pdwell  was  releaaed  from  that  eell, 
an  oifiner  of  equal  sank  would  be  put  in  the  eame 
eondiUon }  and  then  Colonel  Powdl  came  ont  of 
the  cell,  having  been  put  there  simnlv  upon  Tur- 
ner's authority,  and  beoanae  ha  had  uie  power  to 
do  it.  A  truer,  better,  and  nobkr  man  never 
lived.  A  better  soldier  never  drew  a  aword  in 
battle.  His  r^ment  U  the  Seoond  Virginia 
cavalry.  It  happened  that  the  whole  regiment 
was  recruited  in  Ohio ;  but  at  that  time  eur  gov- 
ernment had  no  need  of  cwalry,  but  waa  willing 
to  accept  them  aa  a  regiment  of  infimtry.  They 
crossed  the  Ohio  and  tendered  their  aawieos  to 
Governor  Pierpont,  of  Virginia,  who  leeeived 
them  and  commissioned  the  officm,  eallinfc  them 
the  Second  Viiginia  cavalry,  and  in  thia  way 
Ohio  loses  in  the  count  one  thonsend  two  hundred 
men.  I  have  aeen  men  eonfined  in  the  dungeon 
two  davs,  on  brand  and  water,  for  apitting  <m  the 
floor  of  that  old  tobaooo  honse.    1  have  seen  a 


member  of  the  £ighty»seventh  Peanaylvania  regi- 
ment confined  in  one  of  these  eella  five*  weeks, 
until  his  clothes  wtse  mouldy. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  against  me.    Th^  said 
there  was  abundance  of  evidence  againat  me,  but 


I  waa  aufiered  to  go  with  the  other  eliaBUana»  and 
I  never  heard  muah  more  about  m»  eierge. 
They  pennitted  me  to  fare  as  weU  aa  thereat  of 
the  officers,  and  to  dieoae  the  soft  side  ef  m  plank 
to  sleep  on.  When  a  frien4  eamean  to  eee  us  we 
could  not  ofier  hmi#  dmir  or  a  atoeU  ^^  hmk  to 
sit  on  the  floor. 

Amenff  our  number  hi  prieon  we  had  ene  who 
amused  liiiwelf  in  sketohii^  He  weuld  aheiah 
the  xwwwoqmer  in  his  first  ebsemfeien  ef  the 
prison }  nex^  aa  he  ant  down  to  madiist4»  en  his 
condition  $  theui  with  a  lehel  payer  in  his  hands 
reading  rebel  news ;  then,  disgusted  with  rebel- 
dom,  aa  he  laid  himself  down  to  aeek  enne  repose. 
Ilwra  he  lay,  atretehed  on  the  fiooi^  pwfaapa  with- 
out a  blanaeli  and  a  slick  of  wood  foris  pillow. 
Tnere  he  lay  down  to  lepoae.  Next  he  made  a 
diacovery,  and  that  was,  that  there  was  one  of 
those  great  graybacka  at  work,  about  aa  big  as  a 
large  grain  of  wheat.    We  understood  the  gray- 
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back  iMTocesi  prettf  well  Tke  Caftte  Thnnder 
poeuy  said  that  me  lice  w«ra  so  big  tliAt  they 
theflmhres  beeamo  lovvf. 

On  tbe  ftrarth  6aj  of  July  we  detarmliied,  In 
Libby  Mson,  l»  have  a  celeMttion,  a»d  by  oAds 
and  ends  ani  aopaps  amonff  the  offiaers  thm 
in  LIbby  rVisen,  we  gathered  together  mattri«( 
enough  to  flHrtM  a  Union  iag-^liie  stam  and 
stripes.  W«  ^oA  to  make  it  v<iry  secretly.  We 
then  appohrted  mxt  eamfliitteft,  and  had  eorra-' 
sponients,  Mi  from  one  of  tl»  CSndnmtipapers. 
an^  ona  from  the  New  Yoric  Tribune.  We  had 
men  of  talent,  aad  W9  draw  up  a  set  of  resolutioney 
and  hftd  everything  in  reaAiesa  hi  one  of  the 
npp«r  Toens,  with  our  flag  spread  out  over  us, 
wiieB  np  came  a  rebel  surgeon  and  pulled  down 
our  4ag,  and  vetoed  everything  that  we  bad  hi 
progfess-^and  we  had  to  submit  to  tt 

Many  ash  us  what  we  had  to  eat  in  prison. 
Tlie  officers  drew  a  haMWiHion  loaf  of  breaa  every 
day,  and  tbree  Mucfs  of  meat.  The  officers  had 
meatttast  1r»  fit  to  eat,  although  none  of  the  hi^ 
teat  tni  bast,  bat  it  was  not  of  that  kind  of  beeves 
men^oaad  in  the  Castle  Thander  poetry,  that  had 
to  be  UHed  to  Mma  their  h9e9.  We  also  got  a 
smaH  amount  af  riee,  o^  some  Uack-eyed  beans. 
The  peas  %are  of  a  carious  variety.  They  were 
lw6feM$,  Some  of  the  men  did  not  seem  to  care; 
they  said  It  mde  the  soup  thicker.  For  drink  we 
had  the  pare  extract  of  James  River,  always  warm 
and  aaver  ovld,  sometimes  thick  and  sometimes 
thin.  The  soldiers  confined  on  Belle  Island  are 
nearly  atnrved,  or  fed  on  tamted  meat  If  a  man 
haa  mmmj  he  can  aend  out  and  buy  a  barrel  of 
potatoes  mraixteen  dollars,  a  barrel  of  flour  for 
forty  doUan,  a  pound  of  simr  for  three  dol- 
kia,  a  pound  «f  coffin  for  ten  dollars.  On  Belle 
Island  theie  are  thousands  of  our  men  without 
olo^ag  to  keep  tiiem  warm;  forwhen  they  go  into 
a  battle  they  sometimes  lose  their  hats,  or  throw 
off  thair  coata^  and  l«ftve  ^leir  blankets,  and  many 
of  these  men  are  destitute  aiP  sufficient  clothing  to 
kaop  tbaai  wamL  At  niffht  they  Ke  down  upon 
the  sand,  without  any  blankets  to  keop  them 
warm,  and  ttothfng  but  ^  great  canopy  of 
haavtn  for  *  eev«ring,  and  the  stars,  as  it  were, 
for  thair  oaadle.  AiWl  there  some  of  our  soMiers 
hsvalieen,  month  after  moiMh,  without  anything 
under  heave*  to  make  them  eomft^table.  You 
pity  tlie  aokfiera  hi  our  own  hospftats  —  then,  my 
frigid,  let  yoar  pity  go  to  our  soldiers  on  Belle 
IskHi  TfiHdy  are  there  ^lekantng  and  dying  by 
tens,  twenties,  and  by  hundreds.  Here  before 
von  ta^ight,  and  before  Ood,  at  whose  judgment 
bar  i  mMt  aland,  it  li  tsttfder  for  thoae  OonfodeI^- 
ates  to  pot  •or  men  there  on  that  fstand  la  that 
eondiliM,  and  oorgovemnmit  abould  take  aome 
step  to  y^igvethoac  man  wha  are  abB<dately  being 
mordered  in  this  way. 

I  saw  yMff  townsman,  WMHam  Hayes,  who  wad 
on  BeHt  Ishmd^  and  bed  bean  braucht  from  there 
to  the  hospital.  He  told  me  of  his  auffiirfngs. 
Twice  he  was  paroled  to  be  stfnt  north,  bat  he  was 
too  weak  to  go  to  the  depot  Men  who  are  in  the 
hospital  are  put  in  an  ambulance  and  taken  to  the 
depot }  but  if  they  are  on  Belle  Island  they  must 


walk.  Now  ^ihi  man  was  twice  paroled,  but  was 
too  vreak  to  walk  to  the  ears  and  was  left  behind. 
Many  of  our  men  become  so  weak  limt  a  num- 
ber of  them  Johi  together  to  help  one  another. 
WIUhMn  Hayes  was  brought  to  rae  hospital,  re- 
duced to  a  living  skeleton,  and  I  obtained  per- 
mission to  visit  htm,  and  learned  ei  his  trials  and 
soflhrings,  and  received  his  message  to  his  family. 
In  View  of  eternity  jost  before  him  be  was  cheer- 
fot  and  aontented,  with  the  hope  and  prospect  of 
g^rv  before  hhn.  But,  my  fhends,  this  is  only  a 
singte  instance  of  tlie  saerifioe  that  has  been  made, 
not  only  'for  our  eeantry,  but  as  a  sacrifice  to  rebel 
cruelty.  Our  boys  on  that  island,  instead  of  good 
nroyisions,  get  mute  meat,  or  tbinted  meat,  that 
wfore  it  was  killed  was  as  poor  as  the  turkey  diat 
had  to  lean  against  the  gate  post  to  gobhie.  Many 
of  those  men  are  amolntdy  starved^  and  left 
withoat  foel,  water,  or  blaakets.  There  are  about 
eight  thousand  brave  men  tiiere,  many  of  them 
from  Ohio,  whose  sufierings  must  be  terrible. 
Can  you  wonder  that  my  sympathies  go  oat  for 
those  safferinff  men,  who  have  become  so  weak 
that  ^ey  can  hardly  stand  upon  their  fotft  P 

Castle  Thunder  is  north-west  firom  Lfhl>y  Prison, 
and  is  a  place  where  they  confine  both  men  and 
women.  Down  in  one  room  in  <^tle  Thunder 
there  were  three  hundred  men.  This  room  runs 
the  entire  length  of  the  building,  and  was  about 
one  hundred  feet  long.  There  was  one  window 
in  the  end  of  the  room,  and  that  wa\dosety  cross- 
barred.  There  weretiiree  hundred  men  confined 
in  this  room,  and  two  of  them  were  in  an  entirely 
nude  state,  without  one  partlde  of  clothing  on 
their  bodies.  They  bad  been  there  two  years,  and 
what  Mttle  dodiing  they  had  when  they  first  ^rent 
in  had  wcm  out  and  gone,  shred  by  shred,  untfl 
they  were  in  an  entirely  nude  conoition.  They 
spent  the  winter  by  heating  sawdust  at  the  fire, 
and  then,  making  a  bed  like  pigs,  they  would  get 
into  it,  and  get  those  who  Were  dotfaed  to  Tie 
around  them,  to  keep  them  ^om  fireezhig  during 
the  winter. 

The  floors  of  the  prison  were  covered  with  two 
or  three  Inches  of  sawdust,  and  having  but  one 
window  in  the  room,  only  a  fow  could  get  to  it  to 
examine  ^leir  clothes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  they 
became  so  covered  with  vermin  thaft  the  rebels 
had  to  take  them  out  into  the  yard  and  set  Their 
ncCToes  to  scrubbing  them  ofll 

When  the  rebels  heard  that  we  had  prayers  in 
LIbby  Prison  they  scouted  the  idea,  ana  came 
ont  m  their  papers  against  us,  and  said  that  they 
would  just  as  soon  expect  that  Oad  would  hear 
the  cannibals  pray  as  to  hear  tjhe  thieving  Tan- 
kees;  and  they  wondered  at  our  temeri^,  and 
referred  me  specially  to  the  seoond  chapter  of 
Romans,  twenty-first  vers*,  and  advised  mi  to 
read  k  before  I  prayed  any  more.  TMl  verse 
reads,  •*  Thou,  therefore,  wlJtch  teachest  another, 
teachen  thou  not  thyself?  thou  that  nreacftest  a 
man  should  not  steal,  dbst  thou  stem  P'  They 
thought  to  be  accused  of  stealing  a  negro  was 
a  great  thhig ;  and  when  they  thought  diey  had  a 
special  case  they  wanted  to  make  a  special  example 
I  of  it.    They  foi^jot  how  die  rebel  leaders  perjured 
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themselves  with  an  oath  apQn  them,  to  flnpiMROt  the 

Constitution  of  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States ;  how  thev  plotted  treason  against 
the  government,  and  had  stolen  all  our  arms, 
robbed  the  treasury,  stolen  our  shins,  forts,  and 
arsenals  from  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  yet  they  accused  me  of  stealing,  when  they 
were  the  greatest  thieves  that  ever  trod  on  God's 
footstool.  Men  complain  of  Lincoln  tyranny, 
and  they  talk  of  the  Lincoln  despotism.  This  has 
been  their  hue  and  cry. 

I  tell  you  to-night,  my  friends,  that  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracj'  the  jails  and  penitentiaries  are  full  to  over- 
fiowuig.  There  is  not  room  to  put  the  men.  If 
they  had  tried  me  by  the  law  of  Virginia,  and  sen- 
tenced me  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  the  peu- 
itentiar)'  in  Richmond,  they  would  have  had  to 
build  a  room  for  me.  What  is  true  of  Richmond 
is  true  of  the  rest  of  the  South.  The  jails  iu*e  full 
of  men  who  love  their  country  and  the  stars  and 
stripes ;  men  who  would  not  swear  by  JefF  Davis  ; 
who  would  not  take  an  oath  to  support  the  South- 
ern Confederacy  ;  men  who  prefer  to  lie  in  prison 
and  rot,  than,  support  such  a  government  as  that  j 
and  yet  with  all  this,  thousands  of  good  Union 
men  are  found  in  the  South  besides  those  who 
have  been  imprisoned  for  their  loyalty,  or  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood.  You  talk  about  Lincoln 
despotism  !  No  man  ever  lost  his  life  under  Lin- 
coln tyranny.  I  wish  you  knew  something  about 
tyranny.  I  have  seen  them  come  into  churches, 
where  men  wx*re  quietly  worshipping,  and  take 
conscripts  out  of  the  church  at  t^ie  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  force  them  into  the  rebel  army  ;  take 
them  away  from  the  house  of  God  —  take  tlieir 
sons,  brothers,  husbands,  and  march  them  off  to 
camp.  That  is  the  way  they  do  down  South. 
They  conscript  everything  there  :  old  men,  )  ouiig 
men,  and  boys,  into  the  army,  and  they  all  have 
to  go,  or  go  to  prison. 

Now  a  word  about  their  pay.  These  rebel  sol- 
diers get  eleven  dollars  per  month  in  Confederate 
money,  and  a  barrel  of  potatoes  costs  sixteen  dol- 
lars, a  barrel  of  Hour  forty  dollars.  How  much 
can  these  rebel  soldiers  do  towards  supporting 
their  families  ?  Their  wages  amount  to  about  two 
and  a  half  or  three  cents  per  day  for  their  services, 
and  yet,  by  the  t^nranny  of  their  government,  they 
are  forced  from  their  homes  and  their  families,  into 
the  rebel  ranks. 

Some  of  the  men  of  this  country  complain  about 
their  heavy  taxes,  and  how  much  they  have  got 
to  pay  to  carry  on  this  war.  The  rebel  is  taxed 
oae  tenth  of  all  that  he  may  raise  to  support  the 
government,  and  if  the  government  should  need 
the  balance  they  compel  him  to  sell  it  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  price  that  they  see  fit  to  put  on 
it.  Thus  you  see  they  take  one  tenth  without 
giving  anything,  and  fix  their  own  price  on  the 
btlance,  and  pay  for  it  in  Confederate  money. 
Should  you  ever  come  under  such  a  tyranny  as 
that,  you  will  then  know  what  tyranny  is ;  but 
God  forbid  that  you  should  ever  be  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rebels  under  the  Jeff  Davis  tyranny ; 
and  under  this  tyranny  the  rebel  soldier,  if  he  goes 


forward  he.  diea»  wd  if  he  turns  back  he  dies. 

Death  stares  him  in  the  face  turn  and  look  which 
way  he  will,  and  the  rebel  soldier,  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient food,  is  pale  and  haggard,  and  they  look 
gloomy  and  disconsolate. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  determination 
of  the  rebel  leaders  to  push  this  war  to  the  bitter, 
bitter  end,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  establish  their  independence  j  and  he  would  say 
that  the  more  we  do  to  raise  men  and  support  tins 
administration  and  sustain  the  government,  the 
sooner  will  this  rebellion  be  put  down.  There  is 
no  other  way  but  to  fight  it  through.  There  is 
no  peace  on  this  continent  but  in  the  restoration 
of  the  Union  and  in  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  that  when  I  again 
saw  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  in  the  breeze,  it 
was  a  blessed  sight;  and  when  we  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  United  States  authorities,  my 
heart  beat  rapidly.  I  was  nervous  and  excited. 
I  thought  that  after  all  something  might  come  up, 
and  that  we  might  have  to  be  marched  back  to 
Libby  Prison.  I  did  not  fully  decide  the  ques- 
tion then  whether  I  would  die  on  the  spot  or  go 
back. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  rebel  soldiery, 
and  believed  that  many  of  them  were  not  true  to 
the^  South,  and  only  waited  for  deliverance  from 
their  tyranny  ;  and  that  all  over  the  South,  as  soon 
as  our  armies  advanced  in  sufficient  force,  thou- 
sands of  Union  men  would  rise  up  and  assert  their 
allegiance  to  the  old  government. 

Among  the  many  incidents  related  by  the  speak- 
er, we  refer  to  a  single  instance  of  an  infidel  Sur- 
geon, who  said  that  he  had  never  seen  but  one 
passage  of  Scripture  fulfilled  in  Libby  Prison,  and 
that  was,  *•  Seek  and  ye  shall  Jiud.^'  After  we  had 
been  in  prison  for  some  time,  and  had  been  pray- 
ing for  the  prison  doors  to  be  opened,  the  Surgeon 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  said  we  had  been  pray- 
ing a  long  time  that  the  prison  doors  might  be 
opened,  and  that  we  had  got  no  answer  to  our 
prayer  j  while  the  prospect  was  that  the  surgeons, 
on  account  of  the  great  need  of  tbeii'  services  in 
the  army,  would  be  delivered  in  preference  to 
chaplains.  Yet  the  prison  doors  were  opened,  and 
the  chaplains  stepped  out,  while  the  surgeons 
were  left  behind.  I  declare  to  you  to-night,  my 
friends,  that  1  believe  ray  deliverance  was  in  an- 
swer to  the  prayers  of  God's  people  in  my  behalf. 
The  speaker  urged  upon  all  the  value  of  prayer 
for  the  soldiers  and  the  captives,  and  the  necessity 
of  all  loyal  men  doing  all  ni  their  power  to  assist 
in  alleviating  the  sulleriugs  of  the  soldiers  who 
are  fighting  the  battles  of  our  country. 


Doc.  11. 

ST.  JOHN'S  RI\'ER  EXPEDITION. 

REPORT  OP  LTEUT.-COMMAKDER  BKEESE. 

Unitkd  States  Gunbo.vt  Ottawa,  ( 
Off  Bay  Point,  May  28,  18&4.     \ 

Sir  :    In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of 
the  twenty-second  instant,  I  got  under  way  in 
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this  vessel,  with  the  Cohnnbine  hi  company,  and 
proceeded  to  Heokta,  where  I  had  a  eonsuftation 
with  General  Gordon  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition. It  was  arranged  thst  I  ^uld  take  two 
hundred  and  seventy  troops  on  board  this  vessel 
and  one  hundred  on  board  (he  Columbine,  and 

Eroceed  with  them  opposite  to  Pilfttka,  and  there 
ind  them :  tbe  CMuinbine  to  retain  thirtv  of  hers 
on  board  as  a  guard.  The  steamer  Houghton 
accompanied  us  with  General  Gordon  and  about 
three  nnidred  «ien.  At  4.16  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Piladca,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked,  and 
the  Columbine  and  this  vessel  proceeded  up  the 
river.  I  sent  the  Columbine  ahead,  as  she  was 
the  fiaster,  and  ^e  object  was  to  reach  Volusia  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Columbine  was  protected 
b^  fifty  sand  bags  and  some  bales  of  hay.  I  en- 
joined caution  on  the  Captain,  and  directed  him  to 
make  the  bent  of  his  way  to  Volusia,  and  take 
our  troops  on  board  if  they  were  there,  and  return 
immediately  j  and  if  thev  had  been  captured  to 
return  at  once.  The  understanding  between  the 
Genvra!  and  myself  was,  that  I  should  go  on  up  as 
far  as  the  pilot  could  take  the  vessel,  which  I  thought 
would  be  about  Brown's  Lauding,  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  above  Dunn's  Creek.  At  7.20  P.  M. 
of  the  twentv-second  instant  I  came  to  anchor 
off  Brown's  landing,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant,  and  just  astern  of  us  the  Houghton 
anchored.  Not  knowing  why  she  came  up,  I  took 
the  dingey  and  went  on  board  to  ascertam,  when 
I  was  informed  that  the  General  thought  it  best 
that  she  should  be  under  the  protection  of  this 
vessel  during  the  absence  of  the  troops.  I  had 
scarcely  been  t^  this  when  I  was  startled  by  the 
report  of  a  field-piece  fired  at  the  Ottawa.  I  im- 
mediately jumpea  into  my  boat  and  returned  to 
the  ship  befbre  she  had  fired  a  shot  in  return; 
but  she  was  all  prepared,  and  in  the  act  of  firing. 
At  7.50  engf^ed  the  enemy,  and  fired  bv  the  fla3i 
of  their  guns  $  we  couM  dntinguish  nothing  else. 
The  enemy  had  fovar  field-pieces,  of  from  six  to 
twelve  pomiders  I  should  judge,  and  fired  shell, 
grape,  and  solid  shot  at  us  and  the  Houghton. 
The  firing  was  quite  rapid  at  first  and  very  accu- 
rate, but  after  the  third  discharge  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-ponnder  rtfle  they  ceased  firing  en- 
tirely, and  retreated  I  presume. 

This  vessel  was  struck  by  grape  thirty-seven 
times,  fOid  received  a  shell  through  the  smoke- 
stack, carrying  away  also  the  mainstay;  fortu- 
nately there  were  no  casualties.  The  chain  was 
shipped  as  soon  as  possible  to  get  the  vessel  in 
nootion,  as  we  were  too  good  a  target  for  them. 
The  firing  was  eonfinued  on  our  side  untfl  9.20P.  M., 
some  time  after  the  enemy  had  ceased,  Keeause  I 
was  not  certain  but  wiMtt  he  might  be  kuking  some- 
where on  the  banks,  aftd  I  «|iread  the  fire  along  the 
river.  At  9.45  P.  M.  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
Dunnes  Creek.  At  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-third, 
got  under  way  aad  weigked  asMhor,  wfaiili  Imd 
been  shipped.  The  vessel  was  not  again  fired 
upon.  The  landhig  would  scarcely  be  noticed, 
the  woods  were  very  dense,  and  the  undergrowth 
extends  to  the  water's  edge.  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  inflicted  any  damage  upon  the  enemy 


or  not,  but  presume  we  did,  or  he  would  not  have 
ceased  firing  so  soon.  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
landing  a  boat,  as  it  would  be  in  the  way  if  fired 
upon.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  testify  to  the 
spirited  and  nsanly  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth  a  messen- 
ger arrived  from  General  Gordon,  informing  me 
that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the  expeoitioa 
that  coiild  be,  and  that  he  wished  this  vessel  to 
return  to  Filatka  and  embark  the  troops  she  had 
landed  there,  and  that  be  had  sent  a  messenger  to 
the  Columbine  to  return.  1  immediately  returned 
to  Pilatka,  and  anchored  at  5.20  p.  M.  1  thea  saw 
an  orderly  from  General  Gordon,  inf((M*mlQg  me 
that  as  the  Houghton  was  not  there  he  had  con- 
cluded to  go  by  land  to  Grange  Mills,  and  there 
embark  tne  troops.  I  remained  at  imchor  aU 
night,  with  the  hope  that  the  Columbine  would 
return,  but  heard  nothing  of  her.  At  11.10  A.  IL, 
on  the  twenty-fourth,  anchored  at  Orange  Mills,  but 
found  no  troops ;  the  Generd  had  embarked  part 
of  his  men  on  board  of  the  Houghton,  and  the  se- 
mainder  he  had  marched  across  to  Ficolata.  It  left 
me  in  an  awkward  position,  as  the  vessel  could 
not  float  across  the  fiats.  I  received  on  board 
seven  stragglers  left  behind  at  Pilatka  and  from 
Orange  MiUs,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh 
New  York  volunteers.  On  the  twenty-eighth  in- 
stant crossed  the  fiats  unassisted,  ana  anchored 
off  Bay  Point,  agi-eeably  to  your  order. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  report  of  ammunition 
expended  in  the  engagement  with  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  Livingston  BftEESE^^ 

LlenteBant-CodiBtanier,  U.  S.lf. 

ComEnmiMler  Ofl».  H.  Balov, 
Ocwimanrthiy  fit.  Mkm*%  IUf«r  riilJh,  ?ii>inaville»  Via. 

Doc  12. 

EXPBDmON'  TO  CUT  THB  CHARLESTON 
AND  SAVANNAH  &AILHOAD. 

REPORT  or  RBAB-ADMIRAL  DARLOKRir. 

FLA0<ST£1MBE  Philaablpuia,  I 
PORT  Royal  Harbor,  lUj  2S»  1M«.     | 

Sir:  Since  my  last  nothing  of  impoctaiioe  hai 
occurred.  The  blockade  is  maintaioed  aa  w^  m 
it  can  be  with  the  present  force. 

In  the  8l  John's  our  p'Tsitions  are  undisturbed* 
attention  being  given  to  tracing  out  the  lorpedoea 
which  the  rebels  are  so  induatrioualy  engaged  in 
placing  about  the  channel,  and  have  already  in- 
sulted m  the  loss  of  three  trtoaoorts  by  the  aniiy« 

On  the  twentieth  Captain  Balph  writes  to  me : 

"  From  information  rec^ved,  by  deserters,  it  it 
believed  that  the  force  immediately  in  £ro9t  of 
Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced ;  but  whether 
our  force  here  is  strong  enough  to  make  aa  ed* 
vance  is  somewhat  doubtfuL" 

When  I  returned  here,  on  the  tweBty-secoad* 
from  Ossflbaw,  I  found  an  expedition  prepaiing  by 
General  Bimey,  lo  ascend  a  certain  stream  aoa 
sever  the  railroad. 

My  cooperation  being  asked,  I  directed  Lieu- 
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nt-Commander  Stone  to  take  the  McDonmigli, 
u  ten  ant -Commander  Phytfaian,)  and  the  HuO) 
ing  Maifter  C.  F.  MkcheB,  and  render  wfaat- 
'  aid  might  be  needed.  The  Dai-Ching,  Lien- 
int-Commimder  CSlaplm,  was  to  assist  as  Ibr  at 
i mstanoes  permitted.  Two  boat  howitzera  dhd 
^tachment  of  marinea  were  added. 
he  expedition  left  thiv  place  on  Wednesday, 
early  on  Friday  the  army  transports  recumed. 
was  telegraphed  that  the  afihir  was  a  fidlure, 
1  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  army  €i  a  fine 
ysport  ateamer,  £tie  Boston,  which  founded 
Icr  fire,  and  was  destroyed  to  prevent  ftdling^ 
>  the  handa  of  the  M^la  f  some  Hivet  were  lost, 
i  about  sixty  horaes  were  burned. 
The  Hale  aiid  McDonoQah  did  not  return  untQ 

afternoon,  not  having  been  informed  ot  the 
reat  of  the  troops. 

rbe  reporu  of  the  oamnaading  naval  oiBoen 
)w  that  the  gtmi)oata  did  tite  part  assigned  them 
i^faetorfly,  and  witiiout  lota. 
Lientenant-Commander  Stone  was  senior  ofReer 

command;  Lieotenmit-Goromander  diapKn 
mmandedlheDai-Chinff;  Lieutenant-Oomman- 
r  Phythian  eomttanded  the  McDonough ;  and 
ding  Master  Mitchell  the  £.  B.  Hate.  I  endose 
fi  reports  of  theaeoffleers. 
Captain  Boatelle,  of  the  United  States  Coast 
arrey,  with  hi*  usual  zeal,  aoeompanied  the  gun- 
>at8  in  the  Vixen,  and  riiitfully  piloted  them 
ong  the  windings  of  the  narrow  channel. 

1  take  this  opportunity  of  making  my  acknowl- 
dgments  to  the  eminent  head  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
ey,  Professor  Bache,  for  the  many  advantages 
rhich  I  have  derived,  while  in  command  here, 
rom  the  accurate  surveys  executed  by  his  orders. 
.heir  scientific  and  practical  excellence  have  never 
>een  surpassed  in  any  country,  and  have  rendered 
hem  invaluable  in  conducting  operations  in  this 
quarter.  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
TeJfy  reapectfiiUy, 

Yohr  obedient  servant,' 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Adnhral,  commaarttng  S.  A.  B.  SqusdroD. 
Bon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Se«ietary  af  the  Kavy. 

INSTRUCTIONS  PROM  LIEUT.-COM.  B.  K.  STONB. 

tNTTED  States  Steamer  Vixeh,  off  If  odtr  of  J 
floirm  maurto  JUvaa,  0.  C,  May  2ft,  1864.     | 

SiR:  On  the  feoei{>t  of  this  order  you  will  im- 
mediately prepare  to  accompany  General  Bimey 
«p  the  AsHapoo  River.    Captam  Boutelle,  U.  8. 
Coast  Survey,  informs  me  that  you  will  have  no 
trouble  until  you  arrive  at  Bennett's   Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Jlos^uito  Creek,  (marked  A  in 
the  accompanying  tracing,)  at  which  point  you 
ttay  find  some  (Ufficulty  m  turning,  after  which 
you  m\\  find  the  channel  on  the  port  hand.    The 
object  of  vour  going  is  to  act  as  a  cover  and  femt. 
General  Birney  will  land  to-night  at  the  mouth 
of  Mosquito  Creek,  and  take  up  his  line  of  march 
on  the  road  towards  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
^road,  whichit  is  his  intention  to  cut  if  possible. 
Jfou  will  please  communicate  with  the  Oeneral« 
Mia  render  every  asaisUnoe  in  your  power,  having 


due  regard  to  the  sdhty  of  your  ship.  When  the 
expedition  rftums  you  will  resume  your  station. 

1  shall  proceed  up  the  South  £disto  with  the 
Vixen,  MeDonough,  and  Hale,  and  to-morrow 
raeming  open  on  WiHslawn  tf  I  can  get  near 
enough  $  therefore  jon  wHl  understand  any  heavy 
firing  in  that  dh«olioit. 

I  send  y<Ni  a  tracing  of  the  pvopeied  roote  and 
points: 

A.  BeoneU'a  Potet 

B.  As  &r  as  I  think  It  prudent  for  you  to  go. 
0.  The  point  at  which  I  propose  to  land  two 

howitzers  and  a  few  marines,  in  case  I  caoaot  get 
up  to  Willstowii  with  the  veaaels. 
Proposed  route  of  General  Biraey. 
You  will  find  General  Bimey  on  board  of  the 
Plato,  a  small  side-wheel  steamer. 
Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 
I  remain  reapeotfullj^  your  ooadteirt  servant, 
Edward  £.  Stone, 
Llcv(eiiuiU)oaMMDder  U.  8.  Navy. 
Lieut-Com.  J.  0.  Chapum, 
U.  8.  StMmer  Dsl-Cbing, 

RBPORt  OF  LIEUT.-COH.  £.  £.  STO»£. 

n^lTBO  9TATmB  BTBAKm  CRIFPCWA,  I 
POBT  KOYAL  HARBOB,  S.  C,  MaJ  27,  186i.      ) 

Sir  :  In  obe^Btnee  to  your  orders  of  the  twenty- 
fourth-inatant,  I  proceeded  with  the  McDonough, 
Hale,  and  Vixen,  to  and  up  tiie  South  Edisto 
River,  as  far  aa  Govomor  Aikm^  plantation,  on 
Jehossee  Island,  at  which  point  I  landed  the  ma- 
rines and  two  howitiars  on  field  carriages,  who 
were  ordeivd  to  ones  the  plantation  to  n  point  as 
near  Willstown  aa  they  could  set  I  sent  a  boat 
to  the  point  agreed  upon  wifli  General  Bimey, 
wkh  the  expectation  or  commvnieatinff  with  him, 
but  waa  disappointed,  no  vidette  having  neen  Ibund. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  at  thirtv* 
five  minutes  past  seven,  I  opened  with  the^  howit- 
aera  on  Willstown,  and  in  the  supposed  direction 
of  the  battery,  whioh  we  aftarwaids  discovered 
from  the  window  of  one  of  the  mills,  hot  entirely 
out  of  range.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  the  ves- 
sels were  ovderad  up  aa  finr  aa  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  go,  and  fiia  opened  at  half  paat  eleven  in 
the  divaction  of  the  batter?  mk  hanaee  at  WiHs- 
tawn,  by  the  rifie  gnna  of  the  MeDonengli  and 
Hale.  After  firing  far  a  eeuple  of  hours  orders 
were  given  Ibr  the  veesela  to  intarn  to  the  pre- 
aiotts  anchorage,  and  for  1^  nimliim  and  bowit- 
aera  to  fidi  back  to  ^b»  place  ti  debaiiralinn.  I 
deapatohed  «tt  armed  boat  Hiroagh  Mosqnito  • 
Creek  to  eommuniente  with  the  Dai-Ghing,  be- 
ing amdona  tn  Inam  Ibe  canse  nf  a  iMge  ire  ob- 
nwved  to  the  wnsMPard,  nnd  the  wbeieabeola  of 
General  Bimey.  On  her  mtm,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  I  ree^ved 
Ae  mrianchely  news  of  the  maater  to  the  steamer 
BoBtnn,  and  that  the  Genenl  had  returned  to 
Perl  Royal)  whereupon  the  BNorinea  and  how- 
itaers  were  ordeaed-  on  board,  and  at  davlight  we 
pi'ooeedad  down  the  river,  en  route  fbr  tnis  ^lace, 
where  we  arrived  rtih  evening.  For  the  details  of 
the  loss  of  the  Boston,  and  the  part  taken  by  the 
Dai-Ching,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fully 
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set  focth  in  tbe  aooonpaBjAif  nport  oi 
tenant-CovmuidMr  Chaplin.  Altaaagh  we  did 
not  neet  the  mmaom^  I  am  confMeit,  fieom  the 
nliMify  ead  ofaeedqiBeee  vith  which  mr  o«den 
were  ohegredt  that  the  aavil  poctien  of  the  espe- 
ditioB  woidd  hme  bio«^  baek  a  fo  difMBi 
aooount  than  that  which  »«et  be  laid  «f  the  army. 
Bmhiied  jmk  will  pleaee  find  a  eopy  ot  my 
orders  to  Lieirteaant'^x)»mander  Chapnn«  aad  a 
sketeh  showing  the  pohsls  assHidsi  and  severed 
by  the  foees  «ider  ay  enimana.  Hoping  I  have 
oanied  out  yow  inatruetione  to  voiur  ealire  sesis- 
&ctioii»  1  mnain  lesnecUiiyy, 

Your  obediant«ervaBt, 

£dwaju>  £.  SroMBt 

Ltoatenaat-Conunaulor  U.  ft.  Navj. 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  ^oadron,  Port  Rojat  Harbor,  S.C. 

BSPOBT  OF  LIBUT.-COM.  J.  C.  CHAPLIN. 

Uiiimii  STftTCi  SfBAMBR  DAi-Cinira,  { 
Saist  HblbKa  Bourne  May  t1,  Mil. ) 

AomiAL :  In  obedienee  to  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Conmander  Stone  to  cooperate  wiUi  Gen- 
eral Biraey,  ia  his  eKpedidon  to  cot  Ae  Charles- 
ton anA  fiafanaah  RaihRwd,  I  haiPe  to  report  as 
follows: 

ThatransBorts^  with  the  wicoptfan  of  the  Bos- 
ton*  airived  We  at  half  paet  sik  p.  m.,  MiQr  twen- 
ty-fifth. I  iniaediately  called  on  Oenetal  Bir- 
ney  for  inslinilions,  tellMif  him  I  had  no  pilot, 
but  theuffht  I  eould  find  one  on  Ash  Island.  He 
repUedt  tf  I  did  net  find  eoe  he  would  send  the 
Captain  ef>the  transpesi  Wyaming  te  pilot  this 
vessel  up  in  the  momiog ;  hnt  ia  Uie  mean  thne 
to  eeoi  the  WiM  Oat  oatside  to  bring  in  the  Bos- 
ton. ▲Utbesteaaiers  proeeeded  uptheAahapoo, 
with  the  enieplbn  of  the  DeeHmsn ,  which  ground^ 
ed  near  the  moulh  of  the  riter.  The  Beston  ar- 
rived about  this  tiase.  I  sent  Acting  Ens^ 
NelaoB  on  baasd  the  Boardman  to  render  assist^ 
ance,  as  he  knew  the  chanaali  Mr.  Nelson  afte»- 
warda  went  on  board  of  the  Boston  to  pilot  her  to 
Bennett's  Poin^  On  his  wrival  at  Mosquito 
Creek  he  inforased  Colonel  Moatgetaery  that  that 
was  the  nbeawhflpe  the  tending  waa  to  be  made. 
Cokwel  Minigsiiiip,  eeemg  a  steamer  staadiag 
up  tharieerf  nnd  his  ordsrs  ware  to  feUom  Ma^ 
Nelson  said  he  oonld  pflot  ao  farther.  The  Bos- 
ton stiil  kept  0%  and  gat  in  shor%  under  Chap^ 
man'e  batterv,  about  midnight.  At  dayhght,  a 
pilot  haaiag  beenlboad}  lataiteduptherivet  to 
eaiiy  out  myiMf dele;  ii«iio under  wW  na  Aid  af 
General  Bknay's  eame  o/sk  hoard  aad  mfesmed  ne 
of  the  greuading  of  the  Boetoa,  and  the  Qeaend 
thought  it  useieee  Isr  ne  to  attempt  to  get  ap, 
and  to  send  one  piiat  aad  two  beats  to  hha.  The 
pilot  ef  this  veeeel  was  eonfideat  he  could  earzr 
the  ship  u|)  with  salety ;  tiien  the  Aid  said  I  hai 
better  try  it,  as  we  could  render  them  vi ' 
assistanee  in  eaee  of  danger.  I  peceededat 
up  the  river  to  the  point  where  the  Boston  waa  ia 
shore,  aad  on  my  arrival  found  the  enemgr  finna 
briskly  on  her  firem  the  battery  and  nearly  aU  or 
the  troo^  ashore  in  the  marsh,  having  thrown 
away  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  in  many 


their  olothing.  I  iiamedistely  opened 
fire  from  all  of  our  guns,  and  in  a  very  few  mio- 
utas  siioneed  the  battenw  The  army  gunboat 
Plato  thenproeeeded  to  tl^  Boeton,  we  luring  oc- 
easionaliy  for  two  hours  without  a  response. 

I  called  on  the  General  again,  and  asked  if  I 
could  be  of  sartiee  in  getting  her  ofi^  or  saving 
puhbo  proper^.  He  replied,  *' No ;"  that  he  had 
abeachr  sent  one  of  the  IlaM^hing's  beats,  with 
one  of  his  own  officers  up  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
requested  me  to  send  anoiher  in  tow  of  the  Plato } 
however^  befosa  she  andvad  the  veesel  was  in 
flames^  having  on  hoard  aoose  eiiUy  horsesi 

After  the  rebela  got  the  laage,  eveiv  shot  struck 
the  steemer ;  fortunately  aoae  were  killed  by  the 
fiM  of  the  enemy,  but  some  sevea  or  eight  were 
drowned  in  dieir  hurried  attempt  to  aat  on  sboie. 
It  was  supposed  she  had  been  strac^  seventy  or 
9f^tf  times,  one  or  tare  shots  going  through  her 
boiler.  The  polored  tvoops,  beiag  ia  a  position 
where  they  could  not  return  the  Are^  seomeH  to 
hme  beea  naaio-etnoken»  aad  Mr.  Keteon  savs  it 
waa  as  much  %a  the  ojffioers  oould  do  to  keep  toem 
firomenswding  into  the  boats  and  saamnhig  ihem. 

At  elevea  a.  x.  the  Genaial  started  down  to 
Bennett's  Point  to  embark  his  troops,  as  Uis  ob- 
ieot  of  the  expedition  failed*  The  Bai-Ghiag 
followed  to  cover  embarkatiou.  At  two  p.  M.,  the 
troops  being  all  on  board  the  tianeparts,  they 
started  down  the  river ;  we  followed,  oavoing  the 
retreat,  and  anchored  o£f  Otter  laland  at  3.3a 

It  was  the  impression  of  Acting  Knsigas  N^n 
and  Sheppard  that  the  Boston  could  nave  been 
gotten  off ;  at  all  events,  the  horses  might  hsve 
been  saved,  as  the  Plato  was  alongsida.of  her  for 
sooM  time  before  she  was  set  on  fire,  and  nat  s 
shot  fired  at  them  by  the  rebels. 
Very  aesoeotfully» 

Your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  C.  Chapum, 

Reas-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloben, 
Comman(unji^  S.  A.  B.  Sqnadron. 


Doc.  13. 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  STEAMER  COLUMBINB. 

BKPORT   OF  BSAB-ADMIEAL  DAHLGRKN. 

rLAO-SHiF  PaiLA-i>ai«vinA,      ) 
PonT  BotAL  Uakbob,  Sovm  C^^uju,  > 

SiB :  I  have  ^t  received,  bv  the  eourtesv  of 
General  Fosteri  the  enclosed  oespatcbes  to  nim 
from  General  Gordon,  how  comntanding  the 
troops  at  Jacksonville,,  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceited  that  the  Columbine  has  been  captured. 
The  loss  win  be  much  felt,  because  this  is  one  of 
the  few  steamers  that  I  have  of  such  light  draught 
Captain  Balch  will,  no  doubt,  report  the  details 
when  he  gets  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J..  A.  Dahloeex, 
Bear- Admiral,  oommandliig  8.  A.  B.  Sqoadroa. 

Hoir.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washlngtoa. 
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DESPATCH  OF  BEIG.-GEX.  G.  H.  GORDOIT. 

HEAOQUABTERS  IkSTRICT  0W  FU>BII»A«   i 

JacksoHviixk,  fIobioa,  May  27*  1861.  ( 
CAPTAQf:  IhtTfttoreportthatonUwii^htftf 
the  iweiitietli  iostsfit  1  secetved  from  Colonel  No» 
bie,  commanding  foices  east  o(  6t  John^s  RirttL 
information  that  a  Uree  «l  abont  ifUea  meo  tmi 
one  offiom:  bad  bean  captured  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  crossed  the  riv«r  and  surpiised  the  post.  On 
the  morning  of  the  tnrent^-nrat  I  aivaaeed  Col» 
ooel  Noble  a  aomomBication,  in^  which  I  ordered 
him  to  withdraw  his  guards  from  the  rivMT  oppo- 
nte  Vohacia  and  8aw»dQ»>  On  tW  light  of  the 
twentr-fint  I  received  anotlier  commimicaCioft 
from  Cokmal  Koble  stating  that  a  force  less  in 
number  tban  that  ait  Welaka  had  been  oaptmred ; 
that  the  enemy*  zttpmrtMi  to  be  Ibmr  hiAred  (400) 
strong,  were  said  to  be  pnirtiing  nortbwaid  on^be 
east  side  of  tin  riTer.  I  Mo^ved  th»  last  eom- 
mmiication  at  abcHit  ^tcb  at  night  In  an  hour 
I  smrtii  to  ih»  neanal  peiat  to  tbtt  ClvealeMd. 
I  eazzied  with  me  in  the  steamer  Chailes  Hough- 
ton UR>  bwodred  (200)  men  from  this  garrison. 
At  n^  nqpttal  Captain  Baleh  ordared  two  gun- 
boats ta  accompany  ma>  the  Otiawa  and  Ettb 
tteam4ng  ColumlnBe»  At  Pioolate  I  added  to  mjf 
fime  dx  (6)  companies  of  Colonel  Beacher's  regi- 
ment, aad  aU  tba  availabla  fbrca  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred snA  Fiity-aaventb  New  York  regiment,  num- 
henng  in  all  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  (660)  or 
seien  hundred  (700)  men.  I  was  obligea  to  use 
the  naTal  boats,  as  well  as  the  Houghton,  to 
transport  the  troops.  On  Sunday,  the  twea^- 
iecond  iaalanf,  I  amved  at  the  landing  opposite 
Pilatka.  My  movements  had  been  sUs^y  de- 
layed 1^  tinae  axpendad  at  Pioolata  in  fimos  sand 
bags  (no  cotton  or  hay  bake,  save  ona  of  £e  kt- 
ter,  bemg  ai^lilaUe)  to  render  (he  littk  tug  Col* 
mnbina  teaa  luhierablew  I  desigwad  running  the 
tog  up  the  river  to  Volusia  to  protect  that  portioa 
if  threatened*  which  I  eould  not  doofat  from  the 
report  of  Colonel  Noble,  Although  my  march 
was  lengtliBnecLJb:^  diaamharhiag  opposite  Pilatka, 
I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  convey  troops  far- 
ther up  the  St.  John's.  The  Ottawa  waa  to  eon- 
tinoe  to  the  mentli  of  Dunn's  Creek  to  afEard  aM 
possible  protection  to  the  Ck>lumbine.  Tha  Col- 
umbine waa  osdered  to  proceed  immediate^  to 
Volasm  and  afford  all  possible  assistance  ta  tha 
fiuae  at  Volusia  The  Houghton  waa  to  await 
farther  orders,  and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa 
&r  her  ngatojtJQM  I  dbaded  i^  march  towtfds 
the  road  Jk>m  St.  Augustine  to  t£e  crossing  gf  tha 
Haw  Cre^  thaace  to  Volusia. 

I  had  sent  on  tha  evening  of  the  twent}'-first  a 
despatcii  to  polooel  NoUe,  sayiaf  that  I  should 
move  for  thui  pcaidon,  and  directing  him  to  keep 
£)rward  to  the  same  poin^  and  beyond  if  practica- 
ble, all  hit  avaHabk  in£uitry  and  cavalry. 
.  I  hai^  tbna  stated  all  tlie  movemeala  ordered 
and  oomman»d  from  Saturday  night  at  twalva 
o'clock  aQlil  3und^  at  fom*  P.  m.    . 

Before  ^jCk>lttmbiBa  started  I  placed  on  board 
of  her,  at  tha  request  of  (Commander  Breese,  of 
the  Ottawa,  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men  and  two 


af  Oninaal  Beeohar^  regimeat.  I  in- 
formed bar  aoaMnandsr  that  I  abotdd  pross  for- 
waad  with  mf  troopa  in  the  direotioa  in  which  she 
waa  goii^;  that  I  would afiosd  him  aU  aasistance 
aa  seen  at  I  aoald  amnh  iami  tiMit  I  aheuld  not 
ceasider  tha  disahaifa  af  hk  artillQiy  as  aa  indi- 
(»Uioathafthawashsdaiif|ar.  Thk  waa  aaaeated 
to  hjr  the  aomamndai  of  te  Caliatfl>ia%  «he  said 
ha  would  throw  up  araakat  if  ha  waa  In  danger. 

MyaMurabwaapaalo^^iaiaaight.  laeoom- 
l^lwd  about  nine  mika,  and  awampiA  e»  the 
north  side  of  Maw  Creek.  Thk  OMek  k  iiayass- 
able  but  bv  boaifc94  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  nrinff 
from  artillem  in  the  ^yiaelioa  of  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek,  hat  aaw  no  roehaT,  and  had  no 
despatches  I  presumed  tha  finag  to  be  the  or- 
dinary sh^ng  of  the  woods  by  the  ^paboats.  I 
pressed  forward  on  Monday  monung,  making 
lliat  day  about  thirty  mika.  I  enaanpad  at  night 
at  the  crossing  of  Haw  Cieek.  I  found  Colonel 
Nobk  had  pui^ed  hk  iatatry  §o^  (4)  miks  fiu:- 
ther,  and  that  hk  cavalry  waa  at  Vowsia. 

The  garrkon  at  Volaaia  waa  aafc»  aa  jebek  thk 
side  of  the  river.  The  two  small  aoat^  at  Welaka 
and  Saunders  captured,  8hamafb%  aurreodered, 
I  hear — net  a  gtm  fired.  I  haaa  ooEdaied  frdl  re- 
ports to  be  made.  Which  I  will  transmit  when  re- 
aaived.  I  found  the  oou&tty  {Mopk  %aiteaKaited, 
and  quite  aai^daat  thai  the  enamy,  aeven  hun- 
dred (700)  strong,  were  at  the  creasing  of  Haw 
Creek.  Indeed,  fromreporta,  I  had  mmtfrn  to  be- 
Ueve  some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  momiag,  tha  twenty-third,  I  di- 
rected Calonel  Nobk  ta  sand  the  aairalry  down 
the  country  to  drive  in  hards  of  baef  eattk,  which 
it  is  well  known  are  going  towards  rebel  armies^ 
I  ako  diraotad  him  to  tell  the  Cohnnbiae  to  go 
down  the  nver,  tha^  I  had  na  fiarthia  use  of  her. 
The  infentry  I  ordered  to  coacentraie  at  camp, 
nine  miles  south  of  St  Anguatine,  at  that  place, 
and  at  Piookta.  Tha  tiro  huadied  ef  the  One 
Hundred  and  Ferty-fcuuth  ware  •rdered  to  return 
to  Jackaoavilk.  My  Maaoaa  l»rthk  dkpnsition, 
and  my  vkwa  of  the  only  mad%<rf  operating  with 
infai^ry  in  this  eouatsy  ef  immensa  djotancas  and 
illimitabk  pine  dasomi  I  hava  giaa^  to  the  eom- 
mmiding  General  in  a  pxivafea  letlir^  Haaixig  ac- 
conmlishad  all  I  aaald,  I  did  ao4  deem  it  advisable 
ta  attempt  ta  pursue  thaaaamy  aMoas  the  xker ; 
and  baii^  latatty  aapBmMred.to  da  ifc>  if  I  had 
thought  it  advisfidbk,  aa  I  aad  ao  boats^  and  hav- 
ing ao  xationsy  «md  a^  tiaiMpartiiliiia  ism  any  with 
Bie,  I  aadamT  way  haek  to  tha  kadtag  atPico- 
kta,  to  take  tne  ataamer  Houghion  ta  Jackson- 
ville. I  reached  the  river  on  Tueadi^r,  the  twenty- 
third,  at  about  Imir  e'okak  p^  m» 

A  despatch  from  the  Ottaara,  at  the  mouth  of 
Duaa's  Creek,  to  whem  I  sent  my  Aid,  aave  me 
the  ftrst  ioformatioii  tiia*  the  enemy  had  opened 
with  artillery  on  Sundaynight  on  tJie  Houghton 
and  on  the  gunboat.  Tbe  Houghton  had  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  down  stream ;  she  was 
struck  three  timea  wM  tweive-^ond  soHd  shot, 
once  amidships  and  near  walkiM;  beam.  No  great 
harm  done.  I  proceeded  to  CNrange  Milk,  and 
there  found  the  Houghton.    Thk  morning  a  re- 
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port  from  CoIoimI  N^iie  tafoMMd  me  of  flie  loss 
of  the  tug  Cohimbiiie,  snd  omtnfv  of  most  of 
those  on  bMrcL  €oloiid  Nobm  wfltee  me  thtt 
80BM  (he  4«B«  net  m?  h9w  fHany)  4f  ehe  IliirtT- 
fifUi  coleml  httd  nade  tiielr  way  to  Haw  Oreek, 
and  had  gitta  thll  iBlbm«tk».  They  aay  tilat 
on  MoNdcy  nichl,  the  Cwtuity  *'difffd)  oppeelle  Horse 
Landhi^,  thB  Mwabiifto  wa«  opened  upon  a*  she 
was  eeaii»g*  dowtt  the  i4vef ;  diflC  shfe  was  die- 
aUed  bf  the  emiftV^u  fttfttefy^  and  wM  nptured 
by  two  mmdred  of  tl»  enemy.  It  was  on  Tues- 
day, the  twenty-fourth,  at  four  e*^k)ck  p.  M.,  Hiat 
I  commuaiMted  with  the  Ottawa,  then  lying  at 
the  mofrtil  of  Dcnm's  Creek,  imd  wi^n  fire  miles 
of  Hoiee  LaadMr.  llie  Ottawa  bad  been  here 
since  Sunday,  and  ]jret  she  knew  nothing  of  the 
report    This  mormng  my  cavalry  cwtured  a 

Ensoner,  whd  says  that  Dickerson  (rebc^  says  he 
as  captured  a  "  Mtde  boat  and  two  ematt  guns ; " 
that  he  haa  **  bnmed  the  boat'' 

It  seems,  theielbve,  that  tids  firing  on  Sunday 
night  was  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  This  fact 
was  not  eeoraMRneaited  to  me  until  Tuesday  after- 
noon, too  late  lo  do  anything  for  the  Cokimbine, 
if,  indeed,  anything  oouid  have  been  done  for  her. 
I  deem  It  fortunate  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  run 
farther  up  the  rirer  tlian  Pioolata  with  my  troops. 
I  will  submit  fhrther  fhcts  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  the  Coltnnbine  and  the  cloture  of  llie  two  posts 
at  Wekka  and  Saunders  as  soon  as  received. 
While  regrettfng  the  losses,  and  condemning 
whatever  there  may  have  been  reprehensible  in 
the  conduct  of  the  commasders  at  Welaka  and 
Saunders,  I  fcei  keenly  the  disaster  to  the  Colum- 
bine and  her  gallant  oiew,  resulting,  as  it  did,  In 
the  attempt  to  relieve  my  command. 

My  laeuuBoissanee  to  thtf  front,  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  has  developed  the  Hot  that  there  is  no  enemy 
at  Camp  Pkmegaa.  I  captnnd  a  prisoner  this 
morning,  who  eoiHhrms  the  fact 

The  foree  m  Florida  is* as  follows:  At  Camp 
Miltmi,  of  the  Seeond  Florida  eavc^,  Cotond 
McCorittiek,  (efbctive  men,)  six  hundred  (600 ;) 
artillery,  two  (2)  small  pieces.  Oansp  Milton  and 
McCnrtM  Creek  stTMi^  Ihrtified.    AtBakNrin, 


no  troops,  simg  Ibrt^oatJon,  two  ptoces  of  artil* 


^is  thau  by 


the  St  Mary's, 
State 


lery.    At 
fort^led  at 

raised  Ibr  state  dsDRiee— tiiree  companies  ex< 
peoted  daily  at  mHoa,  and  two  tlio«iand  (2,000) 
m  all  laoMl  foK  Captain  Didkerson's  eavalry 
has  twa  hondrod  (200)  eifeetive  men  stationed  at 
Pilalka.  DmImmii's  artilery  of  light  i^eces  on 
St  John's  River,  near  Welaka,  Saanders.  and 
Horse  Landiar. 

I  am,  Caplahi,  Ttry  wspaciiblly, 
Yaur  abe^nt  servant, 

(^OROB  H.  OORDOlf, 


Captain  BxisoBS, 

AMisTJtnt  AilUatsai><3iBaer«l,  Department  Soatb. 

B£POBT  QW  BBAB-ADHXBAi.  DABLGBSN. 

FLAO^tBAifieB  PmUlDBLPHlA,') 
FORT  BOVAL  HaRBOB,  S.  C,  Juiw4,  1804.      ( 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  senior  officer  present  in  the  St 


Jean's  River,  Florida,  firom  which  there  seems  to 
be  Httle  doubt  of  the  capture  of  tiie  Columbine. 
As  the  afflesrs  and  erew  are  pirobably  prisoners, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  have  any  investigation 
at  this  tnne.  There  is  always  more  or  less  risk 
in  passing  these  li^  aleamers  tiiroogh  narrow 
streams,  where  they  are  liable  to  be  Ared  on  witii- 
out  any  warning  from  the  densely  wooded  banks, 
and  cannot  turn  readily  or  manoeuvre,  wbOe  their 
armament  is  too  trifling  to  be  of  much  account. 
Still,  when  the  operations  of  the  land  forces  re- 
quire such  aid,  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  and  do  as 
well  as  we  can. 

I  have  the  hotter  tvbe, 
Very  resp^^tlblly. 

Your  obement  eerrant, 

J.  A.  Dahloeen, 

BMF-A4tarir»l,  enna— iilliiji  S.  A.  B.  Squdrom 
UmLQumoK  Wellb8» 

BBPiMH'  or  OOBHAlffBHI  €k  B.  MMMJOm, 

tJNrTED  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee,  ) 
f>iv  jACKSomriLLB,  Florida,  Mnf  90, 18(^.     ( 

Admiral  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  tl»  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine  by  the  rebels  on  Monday, 
t!le  twenty-third  instant,  and  under  the  foflowing 
circumstances : 

By  the  enclosed  oommunfcations  you  will  per- 
ceive that  two  of  our  posts  on  the  east  Bifte  or  the 
St  John's,  left  by  General  Bimey,  were  captured 
by  the  enemy ;  and  another,  consisting  of  flfty 
men  at  Volusia,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
captured.  Information  was  received  by  Gcner3 
Gordon,  at  11.40  P.  M.  of  the  twenty-first  instant, 
who  immediately  asked  mj  assfstmioe  in  trying 
lo  save  the  post  at  Volusm.  Upon  consultation 
wiA  tile  General,  it  was  deefhed  by  us  advisable 
to  send  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine  up  tile  St. 
Johrf*  *^the  former  t^  go  as  for  nn  the  river  as 
the  deptii  of  water  would  admit,  ana  the  latter  to 
proceed  to  Volusia  whh  all  despatch,  to  assist  the 
troops  at  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  recitissing  %o  the  west  book  of  the  St 
Johifs. 

GenertI  GCirdon  embarked  hfs  troops  In  the 
GVlarlee  Houghton,  and  without  delay  proceeded 
to  Pioohita,  where  he  put  aboard  the  Ottawa  and 
Qohimbine  an  additional  force,  and,  together,  pro- 
ceeded no  the  river  to  a  point  near  Pilatka,  where 
he  ^sembflrited  his  troops  and  marched  at  once 
for  Volusia. 

The  Ottawa  and  Golumbiiie  left  i^  the  purpose 
of  carrying  ont  the  plan  bm  agreed  upon  —  the 
Ottawa  anchoring  at  Brown's  Landing,  distant 
twdve  miles,  by  the  river,  ftvm  Pilatka ;  the 
Houghton  in  company,  for  greater  protection,  by 
order  of  General  Gordon ;  the  Cohmnmie  proceed- 
ing wkheot  ddf^  to  Vfdusia  bar,  which  she  readied 
at  eleven  P.  M.  of  llie  twenty-second  instant 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
OBUnaflier  Br^ese,  of  the  Ottawa,  detail^  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  his  vessel  and  the 
Honghtem  by  a  rebel  battert.  You  wiM  be  j^eaaed 
to  learn  from  the  report  of  Lientenant-Oomman* 
der  Breese  that  the  battery  was  soon  silenced,  and 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that 
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vesad.  The  •ngagWMnC  took  piMo  mi  Snodaj 
nigbl^  tbe  twevtMeeoad  instaiit*  and  the  Ottawa 
remamed  at  anApr  off  Brown's  Landing  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth,  when  the  messen- 
ger (referred  to  in  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese's 
report)  anivedy  hringing  the  information  from 
General  Oordom  that  all  nad  heen  aceomplished, 
and  that  the  General  had  sent  word  to  the  C(^ua- 
bmetoretora. 

From  Lieutenant  Ck>mmander  Breese  I  learn 
that  the  pilot  of  the  Ottawa  (one  of  the  hest  on 
the  river)  decliaed  to  take  the  Ottawa  farther  up 
the  riTer  than  Brown's  Landing ;  not  on  acconnt 
of  the  dipth  o^  watoc^  but.on  account  of  Uie  nar- 
rowness of  the  channel*  and  the  Impossibility  of 
making  the  turns  in  it  with  a  vessel  of  the  Ottawa's 
length.  It  wonldv  therefore,  seem  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breeee  UtoraMy  oheyed  my  orders, 
which  were  ta  90  aa  fajr  up  uie  river  as  poaaiblik 

By  Uie  report  «€  Colonel  W.  H.  Noble,  com- 
manding United  States  forces  on  the  east  side  of 
the  9t.  Mmi%  ytm  wfll  learn  that  the  Ookmbine 
was  caatrnwd  oo  Monday  ni^t  by  the  enemy  at 
Horaa  t$aikag.  Thia  ksding  is  distant  by  the 
lifer  aeoie  6we  SHllea  above  Broam'a  Landing, 
wbiae  the  Ottewn  was  then  ait  anehov.  Lieuten- 
ant-CoaDnaoder  Bieoei,  aaid  hie  exeeative  offioar, 
Acting  Maeter  Cbmble,  stele  that  they  heard 
nothing  winch  led  them  to  believe  that  the  Col- 
Tuahino  gea  engaged  vith  the  enea^.  This  they 
aeeoeat  fee  fa^  the  dense  woods  interrening,  and 
thus  piwvnuliiig  the  aomd  of  the  guna  reaching 
them. 

Geeeeal  Gorckm  infermed  me  to-day  that  he 
expected  the  nMO  who  had  escaped  from  the  Col- 
nahiiie,  and  who  had  airived  at  St.  Augustine,  to 
reach  JeehaoonMe  thie  evmiing»  and  I  regret  that 
they  have  net,  ea  I  vaa  aiaious  to  see  tham,  end 
get  their  atatetnaaitH  in  rektioai  to  the  ei^tuxe  of 
the  Cohoahtoe*  thet  I  wiaM,  trana«it  theea  to  you 
bt  ye».  informntiiMw^  Cdtonal  Nobb  has  sent 
Qeaaaal  Gerden  atatenaenta  from  two  of  those 
who  eaoapef^from  the  Oohimtoie^  end  they  are  to 
the  cisei  the^  Ae  wna  ea  her  way  down  the  river, 
and  that  wheai  near  Hmrse  Landingr  *^  ^ot^ 
menced  shelling  the  woods  in  that  vicinity  9  aoon 
the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
nkimr  eheins  heing 


fbmr  pieana  e}  artiU( 

shot  aaaay  at  tiie  font  iiarhnn|e»  and  ihataheian 
amende  ^a*  she  fired  on  toe  enemy,  end,  from 
the  aoannnt  laftmud  to»  niwwaiiilaainl  after  U^ 
mider  Urn  Aem  «ne  hone  to  three  honiai  these 
onn  sapoe^netferelhiflad  end  aasM  eight  wounded 
and  lee  nwftdbewned>  It  wiU  he  »om  afdMae* 
tory  to  yen  to  tare  the  statmnente  ef  theae  whe 
have  eseapedy  my^tl  the  earheat  aomen*  ]MMiai« 

itatcacnte> 

I  regret  exeeedingly  the  loss  of  titt  Cehmhane^ 
bat  I  did  M^  nndar-lhe  namiMB  oi  tha  eaU 
made  npM  •»,  JkI  that  lomUd  do 
than  to  aweperate  to  the  nt»oat  to 
&fcaa»  ahiiiiAaieii  ea  theyi  wee%  aaid 
had  leaaen  to  heliena  meuid  he  eeptored  if  vjpor- 
00a  and  pronant  aaaintanee  were  not  rmidered.  I 
have  proposed  to  Oeneral  Gwdon  to  send  out  a 
flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  learning  every- 


Golumbine,  an 

tends  to  move 
ertheftretofJ) 
dilaytahtogaetof 
plishad  ye  meeema 
la  aaad  to  he  weak,  1 
indMns  e 
lei 


to  the  oi^itnre  of  the 
tUa  will  'be  done  at  the  earliest 
edikehiaf  bnt  ea  the  Qeneial  in- 
aganist  the  enemy  e»the  meaning 
he  ewna  to  thfeh  it  better  to 
of  thia  hind  ttM  he  haeaocom- 
nli    The  esbel  Ibiee  m  front 
and  I  Maal  heeriil  anaaaed  m 
Mow  en  ib^enaaeyw 
\]imMlkft  ynus  ahedient  aarvant, 
OsoBOB  Bb  BAiiea, 
fammaedn^  sad  fixator  OAoar  pfSMOt. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlg&sn, 
CommandUig  S.  A»  B.  Squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

REPOBT  OP  BXAS-ADMIBAL  J.  A.  DAflliOREX. 

FLAG-STEAMKR  PlUIJVDIbLPBIA,   ) 

Off  IfOBRis  Island,  Jane  IB,  18W.    j 
Sm :  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  giving  some  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine.    There  is  always  some 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  when  a  vessel  is  lost 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  It  by  a 
stout  defence.    Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  be 
certain  of  all  the^  fects  until  they  are  developed 
by  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  can  only  he  instituted 
when  a  sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DaHlghen, 
Bear^dmlral,  comaiandlnfir  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDEOw  Welles, 

Seoretaiy  of  the  Navy. 

ADDITIOerAL  BBPOBT  OF  OOX.  «k  B.  BALCH. 

UmTEn  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawxee,  * 
Off  Matpobt  Mills,Flobida,  J«n#  12, I8M.    ( 

Aduibax  :  I  have  lAie  honer  herewith  to  trans- 
mit the  statement  of  Bitrver  Bdwsrds,  (lands- 
man,) lately  ettaelked  to  the  Cohra^ine.  He 
escaped  from  that  vessel  after  she  surrendered, 
but  before  the  rebels  took^  possession.  He  is  in- 
telligent, and  gives  tiie  snljoined  statement  clear- 
ly and  with  every  appearance  dt  thith.  From  his 
statement  I  rejoiee  to  beliere  that  the  honor  of 
the  navy  was  fhUy  and  gloriously  maintained; 
and  though  We  have  to  reg^ret  tiie'loas  of  a  very 
uselbl  vessel,  stm  it  is  gratifym^  to  know  that  she 
was  in  the  perfomumce  of  most  ufiportant  service, 
via.,  the  aasiataBOi  <yf  mt  tfoe^,  which  were  in 
imminent  danger  spfbeinif^ti  m  by  the  enemy. 

I  an,  veacy  reapeolfally,  your  obetKent  servant, 
OsoBon  B.  Balch, 

OoMBiMiMi,  UaMid  flHates  ITavy. 
Rear-AdmiEal  J.  A.  Dahlokeh, 
Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron  off  CharlestoB,  S.  C 

Sf  ATBMSNT  OF  DBOTBB  BDWABDS,  rLANDS- 
||AN,)LATB  ATTACH Kp  TO  THE  OCfiLuMBINE, 
WHO  BBcAfBD  BY  SWTMMIKO  TO  ferfBAST 
SnyE  OV  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  0«  THE  TWBNTY- 
THIRD  DAY  OF  MAY,  18M.  THE  DAY  OF  THE 
BNGAOElroT  OF  THB  caLtTMBfNE  WTTH 
TUB  BEBBL  BATVBBT  AT  ITOSBB  LABBING, 
ON  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  HIVEB,  Fl^QBIIlA. 

The  Columbme  arrived  at  Yolusia  bar  at  half 
peat  eleven  P.  M^  on  Smylagr  Bight,  the  twenty- 
second  instant  Next  morning  a  boat  was  sent 
to  communicate  with  our  troops  at  that  post; 
found  all  safe.    At  noon  Monday,  twenty-third 
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instant,  the  OohmbiMfltetei  «•  Imt 
Btopwd  at  Wilka.  >  kaduiy  plaaa  ahova  Hone 
LandiB§^  abant  WTan  hmm^  aad  thn  panaMiind 
dowBliiaiiwr, 
At  fottr  F.  M., 
aU 

the  wao^, 
two  an 
battery 
fovwavik  ^VD 

the  eanekge  beng^aiured,  but  noi  so  as  to  lender 
thefmnaeleaaf  ani  the  wkaa&4wpes  bmg  shot 
away,  endeavors  wete  made  to  repair  the  wheel- 
Top^  but  b^ore  tius  eould  be  done  the  was 


shellBtf 
DS  filed 
fin  Dam  m 
Ihan'tyM  landa^the 
mmi  kaoaked  aeound, 


We  eontmned  firing;  Captain  Sanbera  had 
giy&i  oaders  to  book  her  on,  with  the  objeat  of 
endeavoring  to  run  by  the  battery,  but  she  was 
aground ;  directioas  were  given  biy  Captain  San- 
bom  to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  star- 
board side,  to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery;  this 
was  dona,  and  fire  opened  again  on  the  battery. 
The  Captain  (Sanborn)  nred  every  gun,  and  tms 
continued  till  about  six  P.  ic,  steady  firing. 

Many  were  killed  by  the  rebel  fire,  as  also  many 
wounded ;  estimates  the  total  killed  and  wounded 
at  twenty,  r2a) 

Captain  Daniels,  eomraanding  detachment  of 
thirty-fiflh  United  States  colored  troops,  was 
wounded  j  saw  many  lying  in  the  gangway  killed 
and  wounded ;  I  saw  five,  drowned.  Tour  being 
soldiers,  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  Columbine, 
William  Moran,  (landsman,)  colored.  At  about 
six  F.  M.  Ca^t^  Sanborn  shewed  a  white  flag, 
and  surrendered.  Th«  rebels  hailed  and  told  him 
to  send  m  boat  aahoaa;  boat  was  riddled  with 
shot  $  did  not  send  a  boa^  The  rebels  sent  off 
three  boats  i  when  nMrly  alongside,  I  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  to  the  east  aide  of  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  three 
soldiers  e#  the  Thirt^r-fifth  United  Statea  colored 
troops,  who  had  also  jmnped  overboard ;  together 
we  made  our  waf  to  St.  Augustine,  which  place 
we  reaohed  in  five  dava. 

I  haeeby  eartify  that  the  above  statement  is 
true  and  ootMot.  hi» 

DSO^Bft  rf  EDWAAiiA. 
mark. 

ant  ef  Dnmr  fid- 
» «€  lia  OohHnbise. 

George  B.  Baich, 

UnUcd  St«teB  Navy. 
LIST  OF  OFFICEBS  XSD  HEK  CAPTHBED. 

FLAO-STEAMBB  PHUJlDELPaiA,  I 

POBT  Royal  Haiibor,  Jtine  27,  I8SI.  f 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  department,  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  United  States  steam-tug  Columbine,  captured 
by  th«  enemy  May.  twenty-third,  1664,  ana  have 
the  honor  la  oe, 

Very  le^p^etftiUy^yottr  obedient  servajat, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Itetf-AdiAlral,  eommittuUng  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  QiDEON  Welles, 

Seoretary  of  the  Narj. 


Certraad 
wards,  (k 
JuiMi2,iaM. 


PSiBQVttS  CAF'SJMMD  SCAT  H,  ISSt. 

F.  Sanborn,  acting  ensi^ ;  J.  H.  Johnston  and 
Oeorge  Whitney,  third  assistant  enrineers  j  W.  D. 
Spencer,  master's  mate  j  G.  F.  Allison,  quarter- 
master's cook;  John  Smith  and  George  Walsh, 
Suartermasters ;  Nicholas  Fieny,  Robert  Had- 
on,  and  J.  H.  Ellis,  firemen ;  John  McDonald, 
Michael  Noe,  Patrick  Kelly,  and  Mike  Drilly, 
coal-heavers ;  Wiley  Bloom,  A.  Mills,  J.  Hastings, 
A.  Lewis,  George  Hall,  \^.  Austin,  T.  Wiffrins, 
W.  Wyatt,  W.  Hampton,  J.  Jenkins,  W.  Hart, 
and  J.  Harrison,  sailors;  H.  Pearson,  cook,— 
total,  twenty-seven. 

J  certify  that  the  >ibove  is  a  cftrrcct  abstract 
from  the  list  furnished  by  Major-General  Ander- 
son, commandmg  Confederate  forces  in  Florida. 
Edelemibe  Mayer, 
tfiQor  Sevnfh  Begfamt  U.  8.  S.  F.,  A.  A.  A.  0. 
Skadovarters  DisTBicrr  or  Florida, 
jACKSOWiUiB,  Jane  13^  itH. 

BfleOET  or  AOTlKe  SKSION  JSANaOIIV. 

United  States  Stbawer  PmLADBLpmA, ; 
P0WBoYALHABBoaia>a,8epteibwa,HH.    i 

Sm:  It  teeoaica  my  paWhl  and  napAeassnt 
duty  to  report  to  you  the  fwrtievdars  ef  the  loss 
of  the  United  States  eteaner  CetaabiiNt.  under 
my  oommandy  in  the  St.  Jote%  Bhter^  on  May 
twenty-thb^,  1864. 

On  the  twenty-eeoond  of  May,  at  hmt  a.  iL,  I 
received  orders  by  the  amy  transport  Obaries 
Houghton  to  report  to  iieateaant-CoflmaDder 
L.  L.  Breese,  commanding  ihe  United  States 
steamer  Ottawa.  I  repoitM  to  faim  at  #va  A.  M., 
and  assieted  her  in  reaefaina  Pteka.  From  tbis 
plaee  I  was  by  him  ordered  to  proceed  to  ¥ohnis, 
ami  eonvey  snch  orders  aa  I  m%fat  aaeeive  from 
Oeneral  Gordon,  to  whom  he  eideiad  nw  to  re- 
port. Repofting  to  General  QerAau  at  a  ian<&ig 
opposile  Pihaka,  I  laooved  aitea  fram  GeDarsi 
Gordon  to  reoeiw  on  board  a  4ataahuiet  of  tbe 
Thirty-fiMi  United  Statea  m£Emtryi|  (eolorei^)  un- 
der command  of  Chtptain  DaaSeb^  ae  a  gaaed,  and 
verbid  orders  to  be  ooaMMunaiea  ta  tbo  oMaaan- 
daat  af  the  poet  of  Vohma,  ilty  arilaa  iw^srap 
tbeHvan 

Leavuig  P9a(^  andtba  Ottaaa,  iMi  atdsnto 
Tet«mhiHaediBlely,aleixi^li.  IreaehedVeMa 
bar,  five  nilee  from  ¥ai«Bia»  at  %rif  paat^evea 
p.  v.,  when  I  dropped  anchor,  ia  tiie  aaiBiDg, 
ewiitftothelvwatalaerthatlia^  IlbwBltttm- 
Does&e  to  aiitty  oaaea  the  bar  isi^itiw  Gokm- 
bnie«    I  thiiatafa  daapalBlibd  ibatiav  Masnrs 

rtiW.  B«  SpewserwitliwaiiBadioal^ersw 
to  eaaaay  Cleneaid  Ooidatt's  Mdiiii  ta  tha  eom- 

aafatofthepastatVfihMii^and  lalaniiflHse- 
dmtelyb  Ha  waa  eoeMaiM  ia  aa  dafaf,  aad  re- 
turned to  the  vessel  at  half  paat  elevea  A.  M*  of 
Ae  tHMMty-tJIhtL  " 

iMiillisiilji  wtm  las  umaw.  larighii  annh- 
and  eaaiai^ueed  my  satasa^  i  aa^pped  at 
ItenbOTt's  and  Webka  oa  anr  naara,  at  wbseh 
kiMTflaeaiohialaedtha  aaifiaatoreaf  theeap- 
tasa  of  a  AstaelaMat  a^  Iha  Savantaaadi  Cob- 
neolleut  volunteer  hiAaitry,  vadv  eoaMnand  of 
one  Ciqstain  Hovey.    Thia  waspartof  my  orders. 
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imediiitaiy  after  my  depaitare  ftvm  WiUa  I 
to  quarter 8»  sa  I  expc<iid  to  be  fired  upon  by 
itry  at  Mon^  or  Cannon's  Laading.  UpoR 
.din^  the  point  next  abore,  I  opened  fire  upon 
Landing  and  road  above,  leading  to  it,  ae  boo& 
ly  ^uns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  Also  gir- 
the  orders  to  slow  dbum  aad  lower  the  tor- 
o-catchers,  which  were  immediately  execoled. 
could  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  di- 
\y  abreast  the  landing,  diataat  about  one 
Lcired  yards,  when  two  piMes  of  artillery,  eon- 
led  by  the  shrubbtnry  and  nndetgrewth,  almost' 
inltaneoualy  open^  fire  upon  me.  I  iastuntfy 
re  orders  to  tkodk  on,  but  unfortunately  the 
oTid  shot  qC  tiie  enemy  cot  my  wheel-elMlnR, 
d  at  the  same  time  toe  pilot  abandoned  the 
leel  and  joniped  over  the  bow.  The  vessel 
nost  Immediately  went  esltore  vpon  a  nud  bank. 
»fore  she  struck,  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  stmek 
e  main  steaoa-piM  knocking  s  hole  in  it,  eaua- 
g  &  ^:xeat  loss  of  steam.  Her  being  ashore,  and 
le  injury  ts  the  wheel>«hakie,  were  reported  to 
le  at  nearly  the  sane  moment,  i  left  tne  hnrri- 
ane  deck,  and  took  eharge  of  the  forward  gun, 
ending  Mr.  Speneer  aft  on  the  qowter  deck  to 
hip  the  tiller  and  hook  the  relieving  tac^es,  at 
;be  same  time  etoppiiy  and  backing  the  ensine. 
The  engiaeer,  w.  Johnson,  now  reported  the 
LO«ft  of  Steamy  and  at  nearly  the  same  moment 
Mr.  Spencer  reperted  the  qoater  deck  swept  by 
the  enemy's  aharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the 
a^lCT  gun  abaadened,  and  Mr.  Davis  Killed. 

I  now  placed  the  Ibrward  gun  in  charge  of 
Quartermaster  James  Smith,  and  repaired  to  the 
quarter  deck.     I  saw  immediately  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  savifiK  thetesad  unless  the  enemy  eouki 
be  disloiknd.    I  now  returned  to  the  forward  gun, 
of  which  I  toek  Aarge,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
Mr.  Speneer  to  try  and  rally  the  infantry,  which 
wssnow  jsmpkiff  overboard  on  all  ades  and  swim- 
ming ariiors.     'VJMir  snited  Mertions  we  finally 
stopped    thstti.   The   engineer   in    diar^,  Mr. 
loVmson,  ift  tUe  time  haformed  me  the  engine  was 
useless,  as  ese  of  tile  teme  timbe«s  had  Men  shot 
away  and  looked  the  wheel.    HMeAoer  in  charge 
of  thskdbiiry  havfaigbeen  wsMided,  te  seco^ 
in  eommaiiA<sad  fliyiMf  seeing  dl  hopes  of  eseaj 
catflff,  aad  tke  riflsaien  m  ttie  port  bank  of  tl 
river  dioetiqg^ie  mes  d0W»«t  the  forward  g«n, 
I  cstted  a  council  of  my  rsttslning  offices,  in 
vrUch  itwss  decided  te  euneadssw    I  wss  spared 
the  moitSfifl«ieii  of  heading  down  the  flag,  it 
l^&nng  beSB  sbot  swi^  in  the  early  part  of  the 
ftctioB.   It  now  becflBie  my  humiliating  dufy  to 
^ta  whiteflaAto  prevent  the  further  useless 
expenditufe  of  human  life.    A   boat  from  the 
eQemy  immediately  beaided  me,  demanding  the 
lorreoder  c^  the  vessel    I  refused  to  surrender 
to  the   officer   in    the   beat,    but   having  my 
^^  iMMti  went  m  Am  as4  asked  te  s^  the 
oommsa^ai|a«eii^    fwas  wisMKliateiy presented 
^Capida  Diekerson,  Confederate  States  army, 
from  whoii  i  demsMMi  ki  ease  ol  an  uncondi- 
^oo«l  NRsnder,  peraenal  safety  to  the  officers 
^nd  ooWied  men  on  board,  which  was  immediate- 
ly guarsatesd  j  i^renpon  I  sarrendered  myself, 


oAcers,  and  erew  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  my 
vessel  a  prise  te  the  (so-called)  Cenfoderate  States 
of  AsKxiea. 

The  lose  in  kiMed,  wounded,  and  ■uasing  is  i^s 
followa,  viz. : 

Astiny  Master^  Mate  Jobs  l^sda,  while  nobly 
performmg  hie  duty,  killed;  pdvstes,  five  (6) 
wounded,  sawteen  Juled'sad  miaeisgi 

I  take  gisst'plaaeure  in  xeeommendsng  to  your 
favorable  notice  the  conduct  of  Aattng  Third  As- 
sistant Engineer  Henry  J,  Johnson,  who  coolly 
performed  his  ^uty  unm  the  epgine  became  dis- 
abled, v^ien  he  rendered  me  the  meet  valuable 
asststanee  en  desk}  alao  that  ef  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer. 

I  haiv  the  pleaeure  to  inform  you  that  imme- 
dialsiy  effcer  the  remeval  of  the  wounded  the 
enemy  set  her  on  fire,  burning  her  to  the  water's 
edge,  without  lemoving  an  artasle  of  value. 

She  also  formed  the  funeral  pyre  for  those  who 
fell  wlnle  nobly  defending  her  and  the  fiaff  firom 
dishonor.  The  remaina  of  Mr.  Davis  w^  «bcent- 
ly  Interred,  covexed  l^  the  flag  he  loeed  so  well, 
and  which  he  died  bravely  defending. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obsdient  servant, 

Frank  W.  Sanborn, 

Aotlng  Ensi^,  United  States  Navj. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  F.  W.  SANBORN. 

UnmsD  Statbs  STBAnien  FfeiiADnLPHiA,  i 
Post  Royal  Harbos,  S.  C.,  Septembsr  3,  imk,    \ 

Sir:  In  obedience  to. your  expressed  desire,  I 
have  the  honor  to  psaaent  to  von  a  repost  of  my 
movements  since  tae  time  oi  my  enptuTOi  May 
twenty-diisd,  1864. 

On  the  evening  of  my  eaptere  I  waa  tahen  to 
Gamp  Oall,  the  headquarters  of  mv  eaptcHr,  Cap- 
tain Dickersen,  by  whom  I  was  very  ninofy  treated, 
together  with  my  officsss  and  mem. 

On  the  mornittff  of  tbetwaty^PurA,  at  eleven 
A.  K.,  he  gave  to  Uie  officera  e  wagon,  ansl  to  the 
wounded  a  fsagon,  to  traaaport  them  to  Gains- 
viUtb  The  privates  were  iooinpelled  to  march,  but 
the  officer  m  command  made  frequent  halts,  in 
Older  that  the  men  m%ht  notbeooas  too  &tigued. 
We  reached  OaineeiUe  on  the  monang  of  the 
twentv-sixth,  and  ssmained  until  that  nf  the 
twenlft-seventh,  when  we  were  plaeed  fa  passenger 
ene  and  conveyed  to  Lake  Citv,  at  which  place 
we  andeed  at  twelve  p.  m.  We  remained  here 
until  the  following  morning  when  we  took  pas- 
sage in  a  box-car  for  Madison,  (all  the  negroes 
and  Captain  Daniela  remahdag  behind,)  which 
place  we  reached  at  about  nine  a.  k.  Transporta- 
tion wasproeuvad  Ibe  on^  buggagc,  and  we  com- 
menosd  a  wearieome  naroh  lev  QmtBian,  which 
plierwe reached  on  tiie  evening  of  the  ensuiag  day. 

On  the  foiowing  metniag  we  wire  plaeed  m 
boK-oare  and  takeato  lavamiiii,  which  place  we 
reached  at  five  p.m., aad  wsse  marched  to  Ogle- 
thorpe barracks^  whose  we  remained  all  night; 
this  being  the  first  time  since  our  capture  a  roof 
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of  uiy  kind  covered  ua,  or  we  bad  been  diseetly 
insulted  by  the  officer  in  conunand. 

The  next  momlni^  we  were  again  placed  in  box- 
cars, add  <m  the  saoK  evening  arrived  in  Macon. 
From  the  depot  a  guard  of  C^rgians  todi  ua  in 
charge^  and  maraud  ua  te  Ogleihr»pe  barraeks, 
about  a  mile  dbtaat  from  tM  depot.  Here,  I 
regret  to  sav»  mjFaelf  aad  offioara  wave  separated 
from  the  white  portion  of  the  erew»  who  were 
taken  lo  Andsrsonville. 

I  regret  to  say  my  officers  and  nyself  ware 
here  compelled  to  submit  to  a  Most  humiliating 
search  of  our  persons  and  bag^ge,  the  Confeder- 
ate autharities  taking  any  and  all  money  from 
each  officer,  giving  him  therefor  a  receipt.  In 
many  eases  the  officers  never  saw  their  money 
again,  or  were  compelled  to  draw  it  from  the 
donfederate  authorities  at  the  rate  of  foiMr  and  a 
half  Confederate  for  one  United  States  national  cur^ 
rency,  while,  at  the  sasie  time,  the  rates  of  exchange 
by  private  parties  were  from  ei|^htto  ten  (8  to  10) 
for  one  of  the  same.  After  havmg  been  subjected 
to  the  searching  process,  we  were  shown  uto  a 
yard,  containing  about  three  and  one-half  (3^)  octes 
or  lesB,  in  which  were  already  confined  over  eleven 
hundred  (1100^  prisoners,  with  no  instructions  as 
to  the  rules  and  regidatk>Bs,nor  what  to  do  or  how 
to  act. 

y/e  finally,  as  it  was  now  dark,  bivouacked  in 
the  open  air.  The  next  morning  showed  us  here 
we  would  have  to  remain  for  some  time.  Muster- 
ing tofi^ether  our  blankets,  we  formed  them  into  a 
sort  of  a  tent,  which,  though  open  at  both  ends, 
protected  us  from  the  hot,  scorching  rajrs  of  a 
noonday  sun.  During  the  morning  a  ration  was 
served  out  to  us,  whioi.  oonskted  <J  about  a  pint 
of  com  meal  and  a  tabla-apoonful  of  salt  each. 

I  penuuBed  in  Macon,  toother  with  my  other 
officers,  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  .when  I  was 
among  the  fisst  six  handred  sent  to  Charleston. 
At  tin  tkne  of  our  leavuig,  it  was  stated  one 
thousand  remained,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 
Our  rations  in  Macon  were  of  the  poorest  kind 
— the  bacon  fieqnnithr  decayed,  and  always  full 
of  maggots  $  the  rice  full  of  weevils )  the  beans 
full  of  worms  and  musty,  and  the  meal  sometimes 
musty  $  our  supply  of  salt  very  jnaufficient*  and 
no  vegetables. 

At  the  time  of  my  leaving  Maoon  many  were 
prostrated  by  the  scnrvy,  and  soma  had  died  of 
It.  Among  my  imnsanisto  acquaintances  was 
and  is  a  Mr.  ElUs,  of  the  navy,  who  was  safiering 
severely  from  its  efieots  in  Maeon ;  his  body  being 
covered  with  huge  sores,  which,  since  lus  removd 
to  Charleston,  have  beeoma  somewhat  better,  but 
fiur  from  welL 

During  the  first  few  days  we  were  in  Charlea- 
ton  we  (the  six  hundred)  wore  confined  in  ^e 
jail-yard,  with  bo  proteetaon  from  the  weather  but 
what  is  kiK>wn  in  the  amy  as  a  shaker  tent,  mto 
each  of  which  six  wm«  olitired  to  crowd,  and  in 
one  ease  eight  We  were  bsre  nearly  starved ; 
compelled  to  mix  with  deserters,  mnrderers, 
house-breakers,  and  feloas  of  evwry  description ; 
add  to  this  the  brackish  water,  and  the  filth,  dirt, 
refuse,  which  was  allowed  to  collect  in  piles,  and 
which  created  a  stench  sufficient  to  breea  the  most 


kathsooM  4i<Beases,  aiid  the  meagre  food,  our 
position  was  far  from  pleasant.  For  several  days 
a  table-spoonful  of  lard  and  •  cup  of  meal  was 
the  only  ration,  but  then  again,  on  some  days, 
onr  ration  would  consist  of  a  loaf  of  wheat  or  noe 
bread  and  a  pound  of  fresh  meat. 

From  the  lail-yard  I  was  removed  to  the  work- 
house, together  with  a  number  of  others;  here 
the  rations  were  better  a  little,  but  we  only  re- 
mained a  few  days,  when  we  were  taken  to  Eioper 
Hospital.  Here  im  wera>  required  to  give  our 
parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  hold  any  com- 
munication with  any  person  outside  the  prison 
limits.  The  buildings  is  laraa,  airy,  and  commo- 
dious, has  a  fine  yard  and  rcdoony  in  front,  good 
yard  and  accommodations  in  the  rear  for  cooking 
and  washing,  and  is  altogether  far  superior  to  anv 
fbrmer  accommodations.  The  rations  are  also  of 
a  better  quality,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  have 
been  increased  in  quantity,  but  still  are  very  poor 
rrtions  indeed. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  the  poper  medicines 
in  the  Confederacy,  and  many  or  our  officers  are 
now  suffering  in  the  hospitals  for  the  want  of 
proper  me&ine. 

I  am  Sony  to  say,  sir,  that  at  the  time  of  my 
capture  mv  officers  and  myself  were  robbed  d 
much  dotning  and  valuables,  and  find  it  a  com- 
mon practice  of  the  Confeds  to  rob  men  of  boots, 
hats,  pants,  coats,  •r  anything  they  may  choose  to 
fancy. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  confined  in 
Charleston  I  have  been  unwell,  and  have  repeat- 
edly gone  to  the  Confederate  surgeon,  Doctor  Kett, 
for  medicine,  which  he  has  given  me,  but  uniform- 
ly without  success.  My  case  now  became  quite 
bad,  and  on  my  reporting  to  him  on  Tuesdav  last 
for  medicine,  he  frankly  infbrmad  ma  he  could  do 
nothing  for  me,  and  said,  furthermore,  I  would 
not  live  in  the  South,  ofiering  at  the  same  time,  if 
I  would  make  application,  to  give  his  certificate 
and  influence  in  my  behalf,  laccepted  his  kind 
ofier,  and  made  applica^n,  which  was  granted. 
I  signed  my  parole  September  first,  was  placed 
inside  of  our  lines,  off  Charleston,  on  the  second ; 
cama  here  on  Ifae  Wvomiog  last  night  at  nine 
P*  u^  and  now  have  the  honor  to  xfport  to  you. 

The  person  for  whom  I  am  to  try  and  effect  an 
exchange  is  Captaia  Henry  Boq^au,  captured  in 
the  blockade  runner  Ella  Annie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  aemain, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obadiant  servant, 
Frank  W.  Sanborn, 

Acttng  E^lga,  United  butes  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Com*dg  8.  A.  B.  Sqasdron,  Port  Rojsl  Hartor,  8.  C 


Doa  14. 

BBAUREOARD^   PLAJf  OP   ATTACK   AT 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MANA98A8. 


tmw  or  vm  Fovomac,  i 

Special  Order  No, 

The  following  order  is  poblished  for  the  inform 
mation  of  division  and  brigade  commanders : 
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FIRST   DIVISION. 

1st  Brigadier-General  Ewell's  brigade  will 
larch  via  Lnion  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 
osition  of  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  be 
eld  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  upon 
entreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Saux- 
.^r's  Cross  Roads,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
lander-in -Chief. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

2d.  Brigadier-General  Jones's  brigade,  sup- 
orted  by  Colonel  Early's  brigade,  will  march 
ia  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself  in  position 
tf  attack  on  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union 
Jills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be  held  in 
eadiness  either  to  support  the  attapk  on  Cen- 
reville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
>tation,  according  to  circumstances,  with  its  right 
lank  towards  the  left  of  Ewell*s  command,  more 
)r  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
nander-in- Chief. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

3d.  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  brigade, 
supported  by  Brigadier-General  Jackson's  bri- 
^de,  will  march  via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself 
in  position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  or  about 
the  Union  Kills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on 
Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  Jones's  com- 
mand, more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

FOURTH   DIVISION. 

4th.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Bartow's  brigade,  will  march 
via  Mitchell's  Ford  to  the  attack  on  Centreville. 
The  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third  division, 
more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  and  of  the  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chietl 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 

6tL  Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by 
Colonel  Elzy's  brigade,  will  march  via  Stone 
Bridge,  and  the  fords  on  the  right  thereto,  to  the 
attack  of  Centreville :  the  right  wing  to  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  division,  more  or  less  distant,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 

inandeMn-Chief. 

SIXTH  DIVISION. 

6th.  Brigadier-General  Bee's  brigade,  support- 
ed by  Colonel  Wilcox's  brigade,  Colonel  Stuart's 
Vol.  X.- Doc.        14 


regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  Walton's 
battery,  will  form  the  reserve,  and  will  march  via 
Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

SEVENTH. 

1.  The  light  batteries  will  be  distributed  as 
follows: 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell's  command.  Captain 
Walker's  six  pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-General  Jones's  command. 
Captains  Alberti's  and  Stanard's  batteries  — 
eight  pieces. 

3.  To  Brigadier-General  Loi^treet's  com- 
mand. Colonel  Pendleton's  and  Captain  Inber- 
ton's  batteries  —  eight  pieces. 

4.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  command.  Cap- 
tains Kemper's  and  Shields's  batteries  —  eight 
pieces.  • 

5.  To  Colonel  Cocke's  command^  Colonel 
Hunton's,  Captain  Latham's,  and  Beckham's 
batteries  —  twelve  pieces. 

EIGHTH. 

Colonel  Redford,  commanding  cavalry,  wiU  de- 
tail to  report  immediately,  as  follows : 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  com- 
panies cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  three  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke  the  remaining  companies  of 
cavalry>  except  those  on  special  service. 

NINTH. 

The  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after  the  fall  of 
Centreville,  will  advance  to  the  attack  of  Fairfax 
Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and  Turnpike 
roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter.  The  First,  Sec- 
ond, and  Third  divisions  will,  if  necessary,  support 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions. 

TENTH. 

In  this  movement  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
divisions  will  form  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Holmes ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  that 
of  the  second  in  command.  The  re8er\'e  will  move 
upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's  Ford  and  the 
Stone  Bridge,  and  together  with  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  divisions  will  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jokdan, 

A.  A.  A^Jatant-Gcneral. 

Hbadquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ( 
July  20, 1661.     i 
Special  Orders  No. 

The  plan  of  attack  given  by  Brigadler-Qeneral 
Beaur^ard,  in  the  above  order,  is  approved,  and 
will  be  executed  accordingly. 

J.  E.  Johnston, 

General  0.  S.  A. 
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REBELLION   BBCOBD,  1862-64. 


Doc.  15. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VERGINIA.* 

The  delegates  now  assembled  in  convention  at 
Wheeling,  deem  it  proper  to  address  their  fellow- 
citizens  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in  explana- 
tion and  vindication  of  the  course  they  have  unani- 
mously felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pursue. 

It  18  only  necessary  to  allude  briefly  to  the 
circumstances  which  called  this  convention  into 
existence,  to  justify,  in  the  fullest  manner,  any 
resumption  of  autnority  by  the  people  in  whose 
name  they  act  The  General  Assembly,  which 
met  in  extra  session  at  Richmond,  in  January 
bst,  without  the  excuse  of  impending  danger  or 
other  grave  necessity,  and  witnout  constitutional 
authority,  convened  a  convention,  "  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the 
welfare  of  the  commonwealth;**  thus  tamely 
relinquishing  the  very  jjower  reposed  in  them- 
selves by  the  constitution,  and,  as  the  sequel 
E roved,  with  a  corrupt  purpose.  Elections  were 
eld  for  'delegates  to  tne  proposed  convention, 
and  it  being  then  clearly  understood  that  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  party  favored  the  secession  of 
the  commonwealth  from  the  United  States,  the 
issue  presented  everywhere  was  clearly  "  Seces- 
sion **  or  **  No  Secession.*'  We  need  not  remind 
you  that  by  a  verj'  large  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  commonwealth  secession  was  rejected  and 
repudiated,  by  the  election  of  delegates  profess- 
edly opposed  to  that  iniquity,  nor  that  a  still 
larger  majority  required,  that  any  act  of  that  con- 
vention, altering  the  fundamental  law  or  aflect- 
ing  the  relations  of  the  state,  should  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  without  the  approbation  of  a 
majority,  expressed  at  the  polls,  should  have  no 
force  or  eflect 

The  proceedings  of  that  convention,  up  to  the 
seventeenth  of  April  last,  were  evidently  intended 
by  those  in  the  secret  to  persuade  the  members 
favorable  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the 
people  at  large,  that  it  was  intended  to  propo^ 
terms  on  which  it  could  be  maintained.  On  the 
day  named  the  mask  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
secession  ordinance  was  passed.  This  was  done 
in  secret  session,  and  no  immediate  promulgation 
of  the  fact  was  made  to  the  people ;  nor,  until 
since  this  convention  assemblea,  was  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  so  fer  removed  that  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  made  public. 
It  now  appears  that  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  convention  voted  against  it,  and  that  nine 
members  were  absent.  Up  to  this  day  the  de- 
bates which  preceded  the  vote  are  concealed  from 
the  people,  who  are  thus  denied  a  knowledge  of 
the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
rendered  secession  necessary,  and  justified  so 
gross  a  disregard  of  their  lately  expressed  will. 

Under  the  legislative  act  calhng  the  convention, 
from  which  alone  that  body  derived  its  authority, 
and  under  the  vote  of  the  people  provided  for  by 
that  act,  the  secession  ordinance  had  no  legal 

*  Unanlmooslf  adopted  by  the  convention  in  setsion  at 
Wheeling,  Jane  twenty -foarth,  1861. 


efiect  until  ratified  at  the  polls  by  a  majority  of 
the  voters  of  the  commonwealth.  The  leaders 
in  the  secession  movement,  whose  conduct  has 
proved  them  to  be  conspirators  against  the  State 
of  "^rginia,  and  the  peace  and  weuare  of  her  peo- 
ple, did  not  wait  until  the  time  fixed  for  this  rati- 
fication, to  begin  their  overt  acts  of  treason  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  state  ana  people  for  whom  they 
professed  to  act.  Indeed,  two  days  before  the 
adoption  of  the  ordinance,  with  the  connivance, 
or,  as  is  alleged,  in  defiance  of  a  feeble  executive, 
they  levied  war  against  both  by  sending  their 
emissaries  to  capture  the  Harper*8  Ferry  armory, 
and  to  obstruct  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  on 
which  is  situated  the  Gosport  navy  yard.  This 
bold  assumption  of  authority  was  followed  by 
numerous  .acts  of  hostility  against  the  United 
States ;  by  the  levy  of  troops  to  aid  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  national  capital,  and  the  subversion  of 
the  national  authority,  and,  to  crown  the  infamy  of 
the  conspirators,  with  whom  the  executive  had  now 
coalesced,  by  an  attempt,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  the  authority  or  acquiescence  of  the  people,  to 
transfer  their  alle^ance  from  the  United  States  to 
a  league  of  rebellious  states,  in  arms  against  the 
former. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  day  arrived  when 
the  people  were  to  vote  for  or  against  the  seces- 
sion ordinance.  Threats  of  personal  injury  and 
other  intimidations,  such  as  had  been  uttered  upon 
the  floor  of  the  usurping  convention  against  the 
remaining  friends  of  the  Union  there,  were  used 
by  the  adherents  of  the  conspirators  in  every 
county  of  the  state.  Judges  charged  the  grand 
juries  that  opposition  to  disunion  would  be  pun- 
ished as  treason  against  the  commonwealth ;  and 
the  armed  partisans  of  the  conspirators,  in  vari- 
ous places,  arrested,  plundered,  and  exiled  peace- 
able citizens,  for  no  other  crime  than  their  adher- 
ence to  the  Unio;i  their  fathers  had  constructed, 
and  under  which  they  had  been  born  and  lived  in 
prosperity  and  peace.  We  are  not  apprised  by 
any  official  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote 
taken  under  such  circumstances ;  but,  whatever  it 
may  be,  we  denounce  it  as  unfair  and  unjust,  and 
as  affording  no  evidence  of  the  will  of  the  people 
on  the  subject  actually  presented  for  their  suffrages, 
and  much  less  of  their  consent  to  be  transferred 
to  the  self-constituted  oligarchy  of  the  south. 

In  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  result,  and 
the  transactions  which  inevitably  led  to  it,  should 
be  examined  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  it  is  un- 
important whether  secession  was  of  itself  desira- 
ble or  not  desirable;  because  the  end  cannot 
justify  the  means,  if  the  latter  are  illegal  and 
unholy.  In  the  present  case,  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  all  free  government —  the  princi- 
ple that  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law, 
or  as  expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, that  "  governments  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,*'  and  in  our 
own  Bill  of  Rights,  that  "  all  power  is  vested  in 
and  consequently  derived  from  the  people,"  has 
not  only  been  violated  and  set  at  nought,  but  has 
been  trampled  under  foot    In  the  call  of  the 
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convention,  in  the  acts  of  that  hody,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances preceding  and  accompanying  the  late 
election,  a  continued  effort  has  been  made,  with 
what  success  you  know,  not  mereljr  to  disregard 
the  will  of  the  people,  but  to  set  it  at  defiance, 
and  to  establish  the  counter  principle,  that  the 
few  should  govern  the  many.  The  men  justly 
termed  conspirators  and  usurpers  because  they 
cannot  show  your  warrant  for  their  acts,  M'ere, 
when  this  convention  met,  practically  in  full  pos- 
session of  every  branch  of  the  state  government, 
and  still  claim  the  right  to  exercise  their  usurped 
power ;  and  if  you  submit  to  their  acts  of  seces- 
sion and  affiliation  with  usurpers  like  themselves, 
you  yield  to  them  the  right  to  govern  you  in  per- 
petuity. Will  your  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 
tion afibrd  you  any  protection  against  those  who 
have  already  violatea  both  ?  Will  your  connec- 
tion with  a  pretended  Confederacy,  in  every  state 
of  which  the  leaders  have  openly  and  directly  re- 
fused to  submit  their  similar  acts  to  the  approval 
or  rejection  of  their  people,  aid  you  in  the  recov- 
ery of  the  fundamental  right  of  which  you  have 
been  so  wantonly  robbed  ? 

But  is  secession  right,  or  is  it  desirable  if  it  is 
right?  We  will  not  amplify  the  argument  on  the 
first  branch  of  this  inquiry.  The  ratification  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  by  our  own 
commonwealth,  in  express  terms,  reserves  the 
right  to  abrogate  it  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
nmde,  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  thus  re- 
pudiating in  advance  the  modem  doctrine  of  sep- 
arate state  secession,  lliis  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  views  of  our  elder  statesmen,  whose  pa- 
triotism and  ability  are  held  in  reverence,  not  only 
by  us  and  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  Union,  but  by 
good  men  throughout  the  world.  It  is  the  logic 
of  every  honest  heart,  that  a  contract,  a  compact, 
or  call  it  what  you  will,  can  only  be  set  aside  by 
the  joint  act  of  those  by  whom  it  was  made. 

But  why  should  secession  be  desirable  ?  Why 
should  Virginia  desire  to  withdraw  from  that 
Union  of  which  she  has  been  for  so  long  an  hon- 
ored member  —  that  Union,  the  accomplishment 
of  which  illumines,  with  the  brightest  rays,  her 
own  history,  and  the  lives  of  her  most  distin- 
guished sons?  Shall  it  be  said  that  what  she 
toiled  to  achieve  in  1787,  was  destroyed  by  her 
own  act  in  1861  ?  Is  there  on  the  page  of  history 
the  story  of  a  nation  that  has  risen  more  rapidly 
to  prosperity  and  power,  or  more  steadily  ad- 
vanced m  intellectual  and  moral  culture  ?  There 
is  no  such  nation,  nor  is  there  among  the  thirty- 
four  states  one  which  has  profited  more  by  the 
association,  or  one  which  would  sufier  more  from 
its  dissolution,  as  is  sufiiciently  indicated  by  our 
geographical  position. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  the  north-western 
counties  of  the  state,  knowing  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  their  people  remained,  and  would  remain, 
ndthful  to  the  Union  under  all  circumstances,  met 
in  convention  at  Wheeling  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  May  lajity  to  consult  upon  their  condition  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  it  might  indicate.  It  was 
literally  a  mass  convention,  and  from  the  irregular 
manner  of  the  appointment  of  its  delegates,  was 


not  calculated  for  the  despatch  of  business.  As 
the  result  of  its  deliberations,  the  convention 
which  now  addresses  you  was  called,  the  represen- 
tation in  which  is  proportioned  to  that  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  number  of  counties  actually 
represented  is  thirty-four,  and  we  have  reliable 
assurance  that  several  which  are  now  with  us  in  • 
spirit,  will  ere  long  be  present  hy  their  regularly 
appointed  delegates.  Considermg  that  in  so 
many  counties  every  expression  of  opinion  unfa- 
vorable to  the  conspirators  is  suppressed,  the  num- 
ber already  represented  is  larger  than  could  have 
been  anticipated.  Several  of  the  delegates  pres- 
ent escaped  from  their  counties  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  while  others  are  still  detained  at  home 
by  force  or  menaces  against  them  or  their  families 
and  property.  Such  is  doubtless  the  case  in 
other  counties  from  which  we  have,  no  informa- 
tion. 

Two  courses  of  action  were  presented  to  those 
who  now  address  you  upon  their  organization, 
both  of  which  had  been  aebated  in  the  previous 
convention  at  this  place.  The  first  was  the  im- 
mediate separation  of  the  western  or  north-west- 
em  counties  from  the  residue  of  the  state.  This 
was  the  result  rather  of  a  previous  and  growing 
belief,  now  amounting  to  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  all  throughout  this  section  of  the  state,  that 
diversity,  almost  opposition,  of  interests,  —different 
directions  of  the  channels  of  trade,  and  the  want 
of  legislation  adapted  to  their  condition,  and  in- 
dispensable to  their  moral  and  material  prosperity, 
rendered  the  separation  desirable  under  any  and 
all  circumstances.  But  aside  from  the  constitu- 
tional requirements  which  made  its  accomplish- 
ment almost  impossible  while  hostilities  continued, 
the  consideration  that  to  separate  now,  would  be 
to  separate  from  many  who,  under  circumstances 
even  more  adverse  than  those  by  which  they  had 
been  themselves  surrounded,  had  maintained  their 
loyalty  to  the  Federal  government,  caused  the 
abandonment  of  this  course  at  this  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  who,  like 
themselves,  were  constrained  to  repudiate  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Richmond  convention  and  the  state 
authorities,  demanded  that  such  a  course  should 
be  taken  as  would  enable  all  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  commonwealth  to  participate  in  its  advan- 
tages, and  to  enjoy  the  security  it  might  offer. 

Besides  submission  to  palpable  usurpation, 
there  was  then  but  one  alternative,  namely,  un- 
der the  authority  of  numerous  precedents  m  the 
history  of  nations,  to  assume  the  conduct  of  the 
government,  on  the  ground  that  those  previously 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  by  their  numer- 
ous illegal  and  unconstitutional  acts,  in  plain  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  had,  in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
"  abdicated  government,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
their  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us;'* 
whereby,  in  the  words  of  the  same  instrument, 
'*  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation, 
have  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise." 
This  convention,  therefore,  in  humble,  but,  as 
they  firmly  believe,  proper  imitation  of  the  sages 
of  *76,  have,  '*  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
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good  people  of  Virginia,"  issued  their  declara- 
tion, "  that  tiie  preservation  of  their  dearest 
rights  and  liberties,  and  their  security  in  person 
and  property,  imperatively  demand  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  government  of  the  commonweals." 

In  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  we  have  passed 
such  ordinances  as  are  immediately  necessary  to 
reorganize  the  government,  and  put  it  in  opera- 
tion. We  have  appointed  a  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  attorney-general,  and  executive  coun- 
cil, leaving  to  the  General  Assembly,  which  we 
have  directed  to  be  convened,  at  a  very  early  day, 
to  fill,  or  to  provide  for  filling,  all  other  offices  as 
soon  as  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  properly  done. 
The  terms  of  the  officers  we  have  appointed  are 
limited  to  six  months,  or  until  the  election  and 
qualification  of  their  successors,  for  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  provide  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  all  this,  our  fellow- 
citizens  will  clearly  perceive  that  there  has  been 
no  disposition  to  assume  any  power  or  authority 
not  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  their  present 
unhappy  condition,  or  to  retain  it  longer  than  a 
regard  for  their  highest  interests  may  require. 

In  reply  to  remarks  which  have  been  made 
abroad,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  we  have  not 
seen  occasion  to  take  anj  steps  in  reference  to  the 
debt  of  the  state.  The  idea  of  the  repudiation  of 
any  part  of  it  which  was  legally  contracted,  has 
not  oeen  expressed  or  entertained  by  any  member 
of  the  convention.  The  only  notice  the  subject 
has  received,  has  been  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed separation  of  the  western  counties,  and 
whenever  it  has  been  thus  named,  those  desirous 
of  separation  have  invariably  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assume  their  equitable  portion  of 
the  burden.  Any  promises  of  payment  or  pro- 
jects of  arrangement  at  this  time,  when  the  verv 
existence  of  the  commonwealth  is  threatened, 
would  be  worse  than  idle. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  with  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  course  adopted  is  the  only  one 
by  which  the  state  can  be  retained  in  the  Union, 
and  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  secured 
and  perpetuated,  we  roost  earnestly  call  upon  oiur 
loyal  fellow-citizens,  in  every  county  of  the  com- 
monwealth, who  are  not  already  represented  in 
the  General  Assemblv  and  in  this  convention,  to 
elect  members  of  tne  legislature,  and  appoint 
delegates  to  this  body,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Writs  of  election  will  be  issued  by  the 
executive  whenever  it  appears  that  they  can  be 
executed,  and  representatives  from  every  county 
will  be  most  cordially  received.  No  suspension 
or  essential  change  of  any  part  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  unless  positively 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  will  be 
made,  until  the  will  of  the  whole  people,  or  of 
their  authorized  representatives,  can  be  freely  ex- 

Eressed ;  and  such  changes  as  have  been,  or  may 
ereafter  be,  so  demanded,  will  be  submitted  for 
ratification  at  an  early  day. 

We  call  upon  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth to  organize  and  arm  for  its  defence  against 
the  conspirators  and  usurpers  at  Bichmond,  and 
their  aiders  and  abettors.    Plans  will  immediately 


be  devised  to  give  to  such  organizations  the  great- 
est efficiency.  The  general  government  will  aid  and 
protect  us  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  will 
most  unquestionably  recognize  the  reorganized 
government  as  the  true  and  legitimate  govern- 
ment of  the  state.  They  cannot  and  will  not  do 
otherwise. 

The  reorganized  government  appeals  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people  for  countenance  and  support 
in  this  hour  of  great  anxietv  and  triaL  Thev  do 
so  confidently,  because,  while  there  have  been 
many  defections  from  the  great  and  holy  cause  of 
"  Liberty  and  Union  "  among  those  to  whom  you 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  for  political  infor- 
mation and  direction,  there  have  been  compara- 
tively few  among  yourselves.  In  this  matter, 
whicn  appeals  to  your  dearest  rights  and  interests, 
you  have  responded  spontaneously  to  the  prompt- 
ings of  your  honest  hearts.  Your  own  experience 
has  taught  you  the  great  benefits  of  the  Union, 
and  you  recognize  the  great  principle,  that  a  gov- 
ernment so  beneficial  in  its  operations,  so  mild  in 
its  re()uirements,  so  powerful  to  protect,  and  ao 
constituted  as  to  diffuse  throughout  an  immense 
territory  the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
"should  not  be  changed  for  light  or  transient 
causes."  In  every  county  where  the  free  expres- 
sion of  your  views  has  been  permitted,  your  ma- 
jorities m  favor  of  the  maintenance  and  perpetuity 
of  the  Union  have  far  exceeded  the  calculaiions 
of  the  most  sanguine  among  your  friends.  Per- 
severe, then,  in  your  most  holy  war  against  the 
corrupt  and  perjured  oligarchy  who  have  usurped 
your  ^vemment,  and  would  nave  sold  you  to  the 
ambitious  despots  of  an  unholy  affiliation.  In 
such  a  cause,  we  may  look  for  the  blessings  of 
that  Holy  One,  who  has  made  it  a  part  of  his 
divine  providence  that  those  who,  in  purity  of 
heart  and  purpose,  strive  for  the  preservation  of 
their  dearest  rights,  their  homes  and  their  coun- 
try, although  the  struggle  may  be  protracted  for 
long  and  weary  years,  shall  never  strive  in  vain. 
By  order  of  the  Convention, 

Aetuub  L  Boreman, 

fVMideBt. 

G.  L.  Cranmkr, 

Secretary. 


Doc.  16. 

THE   PASSAGE  OP  THE   POTOMAC. 

GENERAL  PATTERSON'S  REPORT. 

■HBADQUABTEBS  DEPARTMBirr  PENSfSTLVAXlA,  } 
MARTUfSBUEO,  July  6,  llfSl.      f 

Colonel  E.  D.  Townsend,  A,  A.  General  U.  8.  X, 
Washington  City :  ' 

Sir  :  I  telegraphed  my  intention  to  cross  the 
Potomac  on  the  first  instant.  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  my  movements  since  that  date. 

I  lefl  Hagerstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
thirtieth  ultimo,  the  earliest  day  my  command 
could  take  the  field  in  a  proper  condition  for 
active  service,  intending  the  following  momine  to 
enter  Virginia  with  two  columns,  (at  Dam  No. 
Four  and  at  WiUiamsport,)  to  be  united  the  ( 
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day  at  Hainesville,  the  location  of  the  rebels. 
Owing  to  the  danger  and  difficulty  attending  the 
fordi^  at  Dam  No.  Four,  I  plaoea  all  the  force  at 
Williamsport. 

My  oraer  of  march  for  the  second  instant,  is 
given  in  the  accompanying  circular.  The  advance 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  fbur  a.  M.,  all  taking  the 
main  road  to  Martinsburg  unth  the  exception  of 
Necley's  brigade,  which,  about  one  mile  nrom  the 
ford,  diverged  to  the  right  to  meet  the  enemy, 
should  he  come  from  Hedgesville,  to  guard  our 
right  and  to  rejoin  at  Hainesville. 

About  five  miles  from  the  ford  the  skirmishers 
in  frt)nt  and  on  the  flank  suddenly  became  en- 
gaged with  the  enem^  posted  in  a  clump  of 
trees,  at  the  same  tune  their  main  force  ap- 
peared in  front  sheltered  by  fences,  timber,  and 
nouses. 

Abercrombie  immediately  deployed  his  regi- 
ments, (First  Wisconsin  and  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania,) on  each  side  of  the  road,  placed  Hudson's 
section,  supported  by  the  First  troop  Philadel- 
phia City  cavalry,  in  the 'road,  and  advanced  to 
the  attack  against  a  warm  fire  before  him.  The 
enemy,  being  supported  by  artillery,  resisted  for 
tw^ity-five  minutes  with  much  determination. 

Lieutenant  Hudson,  after  getting  into  position, 
soon  silenced  their  guns. 

In  the  mean  time  Thomas's  brigade  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, and  deployed  to  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy  seeing  this  movement,  and 
being  pressed  by  Abercrombie,  retired,  hotly  pur- 
sued for  four  miles  by  artillery  and  infantry.  The 
cavalry  could  not  be  employed  on  account  of 
numerous  fences  and  walls  crossing  the  country. 
In  the  enemy's  camp  was  found  camp  equipage, 
provisions,  grain,  &c. 

This  bru^  was  highly  creditable  to  our  arms, 
winning  as  we  did  the  aay  against  a  foe  superior 
in  number  to  those  engaged  on  our  side.  They 
were  well  posted,  sheltered  by  timber,  and  sus- 
tained by  artillery  and  cavalry.  Our  men  ad- 
vanced over  open  ground  against  a  vmrm  fire  of 
artillenr  and  infantry.  I  present  the  reports  of  the 
Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Thomas,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Perkins  and  Hudson,  and  take  much  pleasure 
in  bearing  testimony,  as  an  eve- witness,  to  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  their  commands  were 
bandied  and  their  commendations  earned. 

I  also  bear  testimony  to  the  efficient  service  in 
posting  portions  of  the  troops,  and  conducting 
them  to  the  front  and  into  action,  rendered  by  the 
members  of  my  staff  present  and  on  the  field  of 
battle,  Colonel  Porter,  Captain  John  Newton,  and 
Lieutenant  Babcock,  and  Majors  Price  and  Biddle, 
who  were  employed  conveying  orders,  also  Sur- 
geon Tripler,  in  attention  to  the  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  over  sixty  in 
kiDed. 

The  number  of  the  wounded  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, as  a  larj^e  number  were  carried  off  the  field. 
lam.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Patterson, 
W^Cf'QeDenlf  oommaiidliig. 


CIRCOLAB. 
Hbadquabtbrs  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  | 

WiLLIAMSPORT,  MO.,  JuljT  1,  1801.      ( 

The  commands  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows, 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  this  place  at  three  A.  M. : 

Colonel  Abercrorobie's  brigade,  with  one  section 
of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 

Colonel  Thomas's  brigade,  with  one  company  of 
cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artiller}*. 

General  Negley's  brigade,  Colonel  Longneck- 
er's  brigade,  and  one  company  cavalry.  General 
Cadwallader,  commanding. 

The  commanders  will  move  in  the  above  order. 
Baggage  trains  vrill  cross  after  the  commands,  and 
be  guarded  by  a  portion  of  its  regiment  A 
strong  rear  guard  will  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  first  division. 

The  wagons  must  be  kept  closed  up.  Two  regi- 
ments in  all,  from  the  third  and  fourth  brigades, 
will  be  left  as  a  guard  to  the  public  property  in 
this  town. 

The  commanders  of  cavalry  companies  and  sec- 
tions of  artillery  will  report  to  their  brigade  com- 
manders to-night,  and  join  them  in  the  morning. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  Porter, 

Aisistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  17. 


FIGHT   WITH   THE   RAM   ALBEMARLE. 

OFFICIAL   NAVAL   REPOUTS. 

United  Statks  Steambb  Mattabesett,  ) 
At  anchor  off  Koanokk  Kivkr,  May  6,  imt.     \ 

General  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  engaged 
the  ram  Albermarle  yesterday,  from  4.40  to  7.30 
p.  M.,  with  all  my  force,  and  regret  that  our  eflforts 
to  capture  him  were  not  attended  with  success. 
Our  shot  had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  her,  close 
alongside.  I  drove  her,  however,  into  the  mouth 
of  Roanoke  River,  somewhat  damaged,  I  think,  but 
with  machinery  not  disabled.  I  captured  the  Bomb- 
shell, with  thirty-seven  prisoners,  officers  and  men. 
Have  not  as  yet  had  an;^  official  return  from  the 
Sassacus,  which  has  her  in  charge,  and  is  anchored 
several  miles  below.  Our  loss  in  the  large  ves- 
sels is  five  killed  and  twenty-six  wounded.  I 
shall  be  able  to  hold  possession  of  the  sound 
against  any  force  the  rebels  can  organize  at  this 
point.       I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Brigadier-General  J.  N.  Palmer, 
Commanding^  Land  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

LETTER   OP  ADMIRAL   S.  P.  LEE. 

Flao-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  / 
Squadron,  Jambs  Rivua,  May  H,  iSM.     ) 

Sm :  I  transmit  enclosed  tbe  report  received 

last  nigbt  from  Captain  Melancton  Smitb,  senior 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214 


BEBELLION  RECORD,   1882-64. 


officer  present,  of  the  gallant  fight  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  instant,  in  Albemarle  Sound, 
between  our  wooden  gtmboats  and  the  rebel  iron^ 
clad  ram  Albemarle,  m  which  the  latter  was  re- 
pulsed and  her  tender  captured.  I  ask  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  the  department  to  the  signal 
bravery  displayed  by  Captian  Smith,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  engaged  with  him  in  this  remarkable 
action,  which  adds  a  brilliant  page  to  the  exploits 
of  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

.  Very  respectfully,  yours,      • 
8.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADMIRAL   LES'S  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlawtio  Blockading  ) 

Squadron,  off  Newport  News,  Va.,  > 

AprU23,  ISM  — IP.M.     ) 

Sm :  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraphic  de- 
spatch of  this  date,  directs  me  to  send  you  to 
assume  command  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the 
rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to  insure  its 
destruction,  by  running  it  down  with  the  double- 
enders,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  my  judg- 
ment or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (dommander  Renshaw)  and  the 
Tacony  (Lieutenant-Commander  Truxton)  are 
now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe)  was  sent  there  last  night,  you 
will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander  Febiger) 
and  the  Wyalusin^  (Lieutenant-Commander 
Queen)  with  you,  and  leave  with  all  practicable 
despatch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high 
tides  to  enter  toe  sounds.  I  send  with  you 
two  (2)  officers  who  have  served  in  the  bounds, 
and  whose  local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 

Enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  twen- 
ty-first instant  to  Commander  Davenport  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  imless  you  find  occasion 
to  vary  them  for  a  more  promising  plan  of  attack. 

Attacking  the  ram  will,  to  some  extent,  intimi- 
date it,  and  by  getting  alongside  of  it,  in  or  near 
contact,  and  on  each  side,  holding  position,  and 
by  firing  at  the  centre  of  its  ports,  whether  open 
or  shut,  and  on  its  roof,  you  will  disable  and  cap- 
ture it.  Your  guns  should  have  double  breeching, 
and  be  loaded  with  heavy  charges  Tsay  from  fif- 
teen (15)  to  eighteen  (18)  pounds  of  powder  for 
the  nine-inch  guns)  and  solid  shot,  and  they  should 
so  be  depressed  as  to  fire  as  near  a  perpendicular 
line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable.  If  all 
hands  lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  will 
escape  the  rebound  of  broken  parts  from  the  shot. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack,  if  some  shell  were 
thrown  down  the  ram's  smoke-stack,  she  might 
thus  be  disabled. 

The  advantage  of  getting  alongside,  and  of  each 
side  of  her,  is,  that  you  prevent  her  from  ramming, 
and  have  a  controUing  nre  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

The  ports  and  stem  are  her  weak  points.  £veu 
if  her  ports  are  kept  closed,  as  in  her  attack  on 
the  Miami  and  Southfield's  bows,  you  can,  if 
alongside  of  her,  fire  through  them  and  into  her ; 


and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  railroad  iron, 
with  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanical  diffi- 
culty of  securing  this  is  such  that  it  will  loosen 
and  fly  off  under  the  concussion  of  jrour  heavy 
fire,  whilst  the  inside  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  like 
canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  concussion,  espe- 
cially if  her  ports  are  sh(it,  will  shock  and  demor- 
alize her  crew,  giving  you  a  complete  victory. 
Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  the  faU- 
ing  freshet  in  the  Roanoke  River  will  leave  her. 

Be  sure  and  not  have  the  neutral  point  of  your 
wheel-houses  opposite  her  ports.  Your  wheel- 
hoQses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  roof^  — 
better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.  This 
ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the  usual  Merrimac  mod- 
el; if  so,  heavy  logging,  and  a  knuckle  ironed 
over,  make  her  sides  strong.  But  ramming  under 
high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  you  may  drive  her 
ashore,  or  mount  her  ends,  and  (especiaUy  if  in 
the  sounds  with  some  sea)  sink  her.  Intrusted 
by  the  department  witl^  the  performance  of  this 
signal  service,  I  leave  (with  the  expression  of  my 
views)  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  it. 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service;  but  this  as- 
sault has,  with  much  real  risk,  less  than  appears. 

Wishinff  you  success  and  promotion, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Leb, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Iron-dad  Onondaga. 

BEPOKT   OF  CAPTAIN   MELANCTON   SMITH. 

United  Statrs  Steambb  Mattabesktt,  > 

At  Anchor,  ALBeM.\RLB  Sound,  > 

Off  Roanoke  Uivke,  Maf  5,  iSM,     i 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  ram 
Albemarle,  steamer  Cotton  Plant,  with  troops, 
and  the  armed  steamer  Bombshell,  laden  with 
provisions  and  coal,  came  out  of  Roanoke  River 
to-day  at  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  and  after  being  tolled 
ten  miles  down  the  sound  by  the  picket  force  left 
to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  Mattabe- 
sett, Wyalusing,  Sassacus,  and  Whitehead  got 
under  way,  and  stood  up  to  enga^  them ;  the 
smaller  bofits  falling  into  position  in  accordance 
with  the  enclosed  programme. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  4.40  by  the  ram 
firing  the  first  gun,  which  destroyed  the  Matta- 
besett's  launch,  and  wounded  several  men.  Tlie 
second  shot  cut  away  some  of  the  standing  and 
running  rigging.  At  4.45  the  Bombshell  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  and  was  ordered  to  fall 
in  our  wake ;  at  4.50  fired  a  broadside  into  the 
ram  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards ; 
at  5.50  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  fire  on  pass- 
ing, and  then  rammed  his  stem,  pouring  in  a 
broadside  at  the  same  time.  The  Sassacus  was 
seen  soon  afterwards  enveloped  with  steam,  when 
she  hauled  off,  evidently  disabled.  The  colors  of 
the  ram  at  this  moment  came  down,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  he  had 
surrendered,  or  they  had  been  shot  away.  During 
the  contact  it  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  the 
other  vessels  to  fire ;  but  when  the  Sassacus  be- 
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Gime  disengaged  and  resumed  her  firing,  the 
eagagement  became  general ;  the  smaller  vessels 
firmg  so  rapidly  that  it  was  dangerous  for  the 
larger  ones  to  approach,  and  they  appeared  also 
to  be  ignorant  oi  all  signals,  as  they  answered 
without  obeying  them.  The  engagement  contin- 
ued until  about  7.30,  when,  it  becoming  dark,  the 
Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres  were  sent  ahead  to 
keep  the  ram  in  sight,  and  to  remain  on  picket  duty 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River,  if  he  succeed- 
ed in  entering  it;  the;  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing, 
Miami,  and  Whitehead  coming  to  anchor  in  the 
sound  two  miles  and  a  half  below.  Eight  torpe- 
does have  been  furnished  by  the  army,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  last  night  to  place  them  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river :  the  entrance  being  watched, 
it  was  found  impracticable.  Another  effort  was 
made  to-day,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  ram 
was  discovered  two  miles  above  on  his  way  out. 
During  the  engagement  a  seine  was  laid  out  across 
the  ram's  bow,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  try  and 
foul  his  propeller,  but  he  passed  over  it  without 
injury.  A  torpedo  was  rigged  out  from  the  bow  of 
tire  Miami,  and  she  was  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
attempt  to  explode  it,  but  from  some  cause,  yet 
unexplained,  it  was  not  done.  She  ran  up,  how- 
ever, sheered  off  and  delivered  her  broadside,  and 
continued  to  fire  at  him  rapidly.  The  iniuries 
sustained  by  the  ram  are  thought  to  be  considera- 
ble, but  his  motive  power  is  evidently  uninjured. 
His  boats  were  knocked  off  from  the  decks,  and 
his  stack  riddled,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  one 
of  his  guns  was  disabled.  The  ram  is  certainly 
very  formidable.  He  is  fast  for  that  class  of  ves- 
sel, making  from  six  to  seven  knots,  turns  quickly, 
and  is  armed  with  heavy  guns,  as  is  proved  by  the 
one  hundred-pounder  Brooks  projectile  that  en- 
tered and  lodged  in  the  Mattabesett,  and  one 
hundred-pounder  Whitworth  shot  received  by  the 
Wyalusing,  while  the  shot  fired  at  him  were  seen 
to  strike  fire  upon  the  casemates  and  hull,  flying 
upwards  and  falling  in  the  water  without  having 
had  any  perceptible  effect  upon  the  vessel.  I  had 
tried  the  effect  of  ramming  (as  suggested  by  the 
department)  in  the  case  of  the  Sassacus,  ana  was 
deterred  from  repeating  the  experiment  by  the 
iniury  she  had  sustained,  and  a  signal  from  the 
Wyalusing  that  she  was  sinking,  which,  if  the  lat- 
ter had  been  correct,  (and  I  was  not  informed 
to  the  contrary  until  after  the  vessels  came  to 
anchor,)  would  have  left  too  small  a  force  of  effi- 
cient vessels  to  keep  the  control  of  the  sound, 
which  I  now  hold,  and  shall  be  able  to  maintain 
against  any  rebel  force  that  they  will  be  able  to 
organize  at  this  point  when  present  damages  are 
repaired.  I  am  convinced  that  side-wheel  steam- 
ers cannot  be  laid  alongside  of  the  Albemarle 
without  totally  disabling  their  wheels,  which  is 
the  reason  for  not  adopting  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  your  order  to  me  of  the  twenty-third 
instanL  It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  barges  with 
troops  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croatan  River, 
ready  to  come  out,  and  a  steamer  was  seen  in  that 
direction;  bu.t  in  regard  to  the  first  I  have  no 
positive  information. 
I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  on  board 


the  several  vessels  engaged,  and  will  forward  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
and  damages  they  sustained  so  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  the  commanding  officer.  I  also  for- 
ward you  a  hurried  sketch  of  the  appearance  of 
the  ram. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  of  the  Sound. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPT.  SMITH. 

United  States  Stkamkr  Mattabesett,  ) 
Off  Roamokb  River,  May  6, 18W.     J 

Sib  :  I  should  have  embodied  in  my  report  the 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  captured  in  the 
Bombshell,  but  the  Sassacus,  who  took  her  in 
charge  after  being  herself  disabled,  is  anchored 
some  distance  below,  and  has  not  communicated 
with  me,  and  I  have  no  available  steamer  to  com- 
municate with  him.  I  am  trying  again  to  place 
torpedoes  in  the  bend  of  the  Roanoke  River,  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  mouth. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

GENERAL  ORDER  AS  TO  PLAN  OF  ATTACK. 

United  States  Steamer  MATrABESBTT,  i 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  2,  I8&i.     { 

The  steamers  will  advance  in  the  third  order  of 
steaming,  the  Miami  leading  the  second  line  of 
steamers. 

Miami,  Mattabesett, 

Ceres,  Sassacus, 

Commodore  Hull,  Wyalusing, 

Seymour,  Whitehead. 

The  proposed  plan  of  attack  will  be,  for  the 
large  vessels  to  pass  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
ram,  without  endangering  their  wheels,  delivering 
their  fire,  and  rounding  to  immediately  for  a  sec- 
ond discharge. 

The  steamer  Miami  will  attack  the  ram,  and  en- 
deavor to  explode  her  torpedo  at  any  moment  she 
may  have  the  advantage,  or  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunitv.  Specific  orders  cannot  be  given  for  the 
attack,  as  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ram  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  the  only  order  considered  neces- 
sary is  to  sink,  destroy,  or  capture  by  some  or  all 
methods  here  suggested.  The  stern  of  the  ram 
is  to  be  fired  at  by  any  of  the  vessels  hav'ing  a 
heavy  gun,  taking  care  not  to  fire  when  any  of 
our  own  vessels  are  in  ran^e.  The  propeller  is 
to  be  fouled,  if  possible,  by  hues  from  the  stems  of 
our  vessels,  or  with  the  fish-net,  as  heretofore  pro- 
posed. 

The  stack  of  the  ram  is  supposed  to  be  capped, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  throw  powder  or  shell 
down,  but  all  vessels  having  hose  should  be  pre- 
pared to  lead  them  up  under  the  cap  in  the  event 
of  getting  alongside.  The  stem  and  ports  are 
prooably  the  most  vulnerable  points,  and  i^ould 
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be  assailed  by  every  vessel  having  an  opportunity 
to  fire  into  them.  A  blow  from  the  ram  must  be 
received,  if  possible,  on  the  bow,  and  as  near  the 
stem  as  our  steering  will  permit ;  and  if  the  prod 
shoidd  enter  a  vessel  in  that  manner,  open  wide 
and  go  ahead,  to  prevent  her  withdrawing  it, 
when  the  other  vessels  will  attack  the  propeller. 

Should  the  thirty  armed  launches  accompany 
the  ram,  the  small  steamers  will  run  them  down, 
using  their  howitzers  with  shrapnel  on  approach- 
ing, and  hand  ^enades  when  near.  Small  grap- 
nels should  be  m  readiness  to  throw  at  the  stack, 
and  secure  our  vessels  alongside  when  other  ex- 
periments have  failed.  Ramming  may  be  resorted 
to>  but  the  pecidiar  construction  of  the  stems  of 
thedouble-enders  will  render  this  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous consideration  with  their  commanders,  who 
will  be  at  liberty  to  use  their  judgment  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  course  when  a  chance  shall  pre- 
sent itoelf.  M.  Smith, 

Senior  Officer. 

CASUALTIES   ON   THE   SASSACUS. 

UiaTED  States  Stkamkr  Sassacus,  ) 
May  6,  IHM.     \ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  casualties  arising  on  board  this  ship 
from  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant : 

James  M.  Hobby,  first  assistant  engineer, 
scalded  severely;  G.  H.  Doyle,  first  class  fire- 
man, ditto;  Thomas  Welch,  first  class  fireman, 
scalded,  perhaps  fatally ;  James  Tillot,  first  class 
fireman,  William  Sutherland,  first  class  fire- 
man, Edward  Kelly,  second  class  fireman,  and 
Joseph  Murray,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
and  wounded,  nerhaps  fatally ;  O.  H.  Merrell, 
second  class  mreman,  scalded  very  severely; 
Charles  White,  second  class  fii'eman,  scalded 
very  severely;  Thomas  Johnson,  second  coal- 
heaver,  killed;  John  English,  coal-heaver,  M. 
Sullivan,  coal-heaver,  and  E.  Sullivan,  coal- 
heaver,  scalded;  E.  H.  Mayer,  ensign,  and  E. 
Sawyer,  ensign,  contusion,  not  severe ;  E.  Clay- 
ton,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Lang,  captain 
after  guard,  wounded  severely ;  William  McKay, 
carpenter's  mate,  and  George  Simms,  captain's 
steward,  wounded,  not  seriously;  and  T.  W. 
Smith,  seaman,  scaJded. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Hold  en, 

Assistant-Sorgeon,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 
Conmuuidixig. 

CASUALTIES   ON   THE   MATTABESETT. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  > 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  5, 1864.     ( 

Sm:  I  would  most  respectfuUjr  report  the 
following  casualties  on  boara  this  ship  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  ram  to-dav : 

Killed.  —  Ralph  E.  Lake,  mrst  class  fireman, 
and  William  H.  Dewitt,  first  class  boy. 

Wounded.  —  James  L.  Plunkett,  acting  master, 
contusion  of  right  thigh  ;•  Daniel  Lamon,  captain 
forecastle,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp ;  James  Mul- 
vehill,  ordinarv  seaman,  contused  wound  of  back 


and  left  elbow ;  Greenburg  T.  Smith,  landsman, 
contused  wound  of  left  shoulder;  Charles  F. 
MoeUer,  first  class  boy,  wound  of  right  knee  and 
ecchjrmosia  of  left  eyebrow  and  lid;  John  B. 
Jewett,  landsman,  punctured  wound  of  right 
fore-arm. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

Samuel  P.  Boyer, 

Acting  AsRittant-Sargeoii,  U.  8.  H. 
Commander  John  C.  Febioer, 
United  SUtee  Navj. 

CASUALTIES   ON   THE   WTALUSING. 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino,  I 
Off  Boanokb  River,  May  5, 1864.    { 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  John  A, 
Oliver,  landsman,  by  being  struck  on  the  right 
side  of  the  head,  on  the  temporal  bone,  near  the 
suture,  by  a  fragment  of  iron  shot  away  from  off 
one  of  the  starboard  smoke-stack  guys,  forward, 
penetrating  his  skull  into  the  brain.  He  was 
killed  at  the  nine-inch  gun  forward. 
Eespectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Sartori, 

Surgeon,  United  SUtet  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Queen, 
Commanding^  U.  S.  Steamer  Wyalaaing, 
oiT  KoanokeBirer,  N.  0. 

REPORT  ON  COMMANDER  JOHN  C.  FEBI6EB. 

UNfTED  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  i 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  0, 1864.    ( 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foDowing 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  yesterday 
in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle. 
At  three  P.  M.,  discovering  the  picket  boats  sta- 
tioned off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River  to  be 
falling  back,  as  ordered  when  the  ram  appeared, 
we  made  general  signal  to  get  under  way.  At 
ten  minutes  past  three  got  under  way  and  stood 
up  the  souna,  with  the  Sassacus,  Wyalusing,  and 
Whitehead  following  in  first  order  of  steaming. 
At  forty-five  minutes  past  three  made  signal,  "  ram 
is  out ; "  the  Miami,  Commodore  Hull,  and  Ceres 
falling  into  position  as  we  came  up  on  port  quarter, 
thus  forming  the  third  order,  as  directed.  At 
twenty  minutes  past  four  Miami  made  signal, 
<*  the  enemy  is  retreating,"  the  ram  and  gunl)oat 
being  observed  to  have  their  heads  pointing  to- 
wards the  entrance  of  Roanoke  River,  distance 
about  ten  (10)  miles.  At  forty  minutes  past  four, 
when  abaft  the  ram's  beam,  she  fired  two  shots, 
one  of  which  cut  away  both  rails  of  launch  and 
spar  across  davits,  scattering  splinters  and  wound- 
ing  Acting  Master  Plunkett  very  slightly,  two 
men  severely  and  three  slightly,  all  belonging  to 
forward  rifle  ^n.  Noticmg  immediately  after 
the  firing  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
ram  to  run  into  us,  the  helm  was  ordered  to  star- 
board, sheering  to  port,  thus  causing  us  to  pass 
at  a  greater  distance  than  was  our  intention.  At 
forty-five  minutes  past  four,  when  a  little  abaft 
the  ram's  beam,  at  between  one  hundred  (100) 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  distance, 
fired  our  starboard  rifles  and  (9)  nine-inch  guns 
with  solid  shot,  passing  ahead,  and  when  neariy 
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tbeam  of  the  Bombshell,  firing  the  starboard 
howitzera  and  forward  rifles  at  her.  She  imme- 
diately hauling  down  her  colors  and  showing  a 
white  flag,  orders  were  at  once  given  to  stop 
firing  on  her,  and  the  howitzer's  crew  were  sent 
to  assist  the  crews  of  the  two  rifle  guns.  Passing 
ahead,  the  helm  was  put  to  port  with  the  inten- 
tion of  running  close  along  the  starboard  side  of 
the  enemy ;  but  the  smaller  vessel,  not  keeping 
position  or  following  our  lead,  we  were  soon  com- 
pelled to  stop  the  engine,  beinji^  within  their  line 
of  fire.  Our  vessels  at  this  time  were  on  both 
sides  of  the  Albemarle,  this  vessel,  the  Wvalusing, 
and  Sassacus  being  the  only  ones  that  had  then 
rounded  her  bows,  we  being  on  her  quarter,  Sas- 
sacus abeam,  and  Wvalusing  on  starboard  bow, 
all  having  stooped  their  engines.  At  five  minutes 
past  five  the  Sassacus  ran  down  bows  on,  striking 
the  Albemarle  on  starboard  quarter.  After  re- 
maininff  in  contact  some  few  minutes  she  disen- 
gaged herself,  and  soon  afterwards  was  seen  to  be 
enveloped  in  steam ;  at  this  time  the  colors  of  the 
Albemarle  were  either  shot  away  or  hauled  down, 
and  were  not  hoisted  again  during  the  action. 
As  her  Ere  had  ceased,  we  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  she  had  surrendered,  until,  soon  after 
the  Sassacus  had  got  clear,  she  was  observed  to 
resume  it;  this  vessel  and  others  immediately 
doing  the  same.  The  squadron  still  remaining 
out  of  position,  i(nd  endangering  each  other  by 
their  fire,  our  attention  was  turned  to  getting 
them  into  line.  At  twenty  minutes  past  five  we 
made  signal  to  Miami  **  to  pass  within  hail ;  *'  (she 
was  soon  after  hailed,  and  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
try  her  torpedo.)  At  half  past  five  made  general 
signal  to  keep  in  line,  and  forty-five  minutes  past 
five  repeated  the  signal  At  fift]^-five  minutes 
nast  five  made  signal  to  Wyalusing  "to  cease 
nring,"  she  bein^  still  on  ram's  starboard  bow ; 
the  Dpmainder  of  the  vessels  (with  the  exception 
of  the  Saasacus,  which  had  hauled  off")  were  tak- 
ing position  on  port  quarter  of  the  enemy.  At 
five  minutes  past  six  made  general  signal  to  keep 
dose  order.  At  forty-five  minutes  past  six  made 
signal  to  Wyalusing  to  cease  firing,  she  at  the 
time  coming  round  to  take  position.  Soon  after 
hailing  her  with  an  order  to  jb;o  ahead  of  the  line 
and  pass  close  to  Albemarle,  m  reply  she  reported 
herself  sinking,  and  at  fiftv-five  minutes  past  six 
made  signal  ^ sinking;"  out  still  going  ahead, 
finally  took  her  position.  Finding  that  the  line 
was  gradually  edging  off*,  we  steamed  ahead  inside, 
delivering  our  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  on 
the  quarter  and  abeam  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
haTing  passed  ahead  attempted  to  lay  our  seine 
in  her  course  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  her  pro- 
pellers, but,  unfortunateijr,  it  was  torn  and  lost 
Wore  getting  into  the  desired  position.  We  then 
rounded  the  vessel  to  port,  working  the  port  bat- 
tery ;  when  nearly  abeam  of  the  enemy  we  re- 
ceived a  six-inch  rifle  shot,  which  entered  on  the 
port  *side  below  wheel-house  guards  and  abaft 
wheel,  passing  through  water-ways,  combings  of 
engine-room  hatch,  woundinff  a  first  class  fij^man 
and  boy  so  severely  that  they  died  soon  after- 
wards, and  bnnging  up  in  small  arm  locker.    This 


shot  is  preserved  on  board,  and  is  marked  with 
the  name  of  John  M.  Brooke.  At  half-past  seven, 
growbg  quite  dark,  ceased  flring,  and  at  eight 
made  private  signal  to  anchor,  coming  into  line 
abreast,  heading  to  southward. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  our 
crew,  officers  and  men,  was  all,  and  more  than 
could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  imperfect 
state  of  organization,  having  had  but  few  oppor- 
tunities for  exercise  and  drill  since  our  hurried 
departure  from  New  York.  The  firing  was  remark- 
ably good  under  the  circumstances,  but  the  shot 
seemed  to  have  but  little  efiect  upon  the  enemy. 

Our  pilot,  Mr.  Tooker,  deserves  mention  for 
coolness  and  attention  to  his  duties  during  our 
constant  manoeuvrings. 

Enclosed  are  returns  of  gunner's  expenditures, 
and  report  of  injuries.    The  surgeon's  report! 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  submit 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Captain  Mblancton  Smith, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

AMMUNITION  USED   ON  THB  MATTABESETT. 
In  Ounner^a  Department. 

Nineteen  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Four  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Twenty-seven   ten-pound    charges,  a    hundred- 
pounder  Parrott. 

Sixty  primers. 

Nineteen  grommet  wads. 

Four  junk  wads. 

lliree  breechings. 

Two  lock  strings. 

One  two-pouna  charge,  twenty-four-pound  howit- 
zer. 

One  one-pound  charge,  twelve-pounder  rifle. 

Twenty-seven  solid  shot,  one  hundred-pounder 
Parrott. 

Twenty-three  solid  shot,  nine-inch. 

One  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

One  Dahlgren  shell,  twelve-pounder  howitzer. 

One  thumb-screw. 

Eight  muskets  and  eight  sabre  bayonets,  with 
scabbards.        Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  N.  MircHELL, 
Lieutenant,  and  Ezecutire  Officer. 

REPORT  OF  DAMAGES  TO  THE  MATTABESETT. 

CarpenUr'a  Department. 

Rail  of  launch  stove  in,  and  davit  spar  carried 
away ;  shot  through  waterways,  just  abaft  port 
wheel,  passed  on  through  combing  of  engme- 
room  hatch,  carrying  away  the  two  after  stan- 
chions of  hand-rail  around  crank-room,  then 
through  starboard  combing,  and  carried  away 
two  sections  of  engine-room  bulkheads,  and  one 
section  of  gallery  bulkhead;  also  carried  away 
deck  bell-pulls,  and  second  locker  of  armory  on 
starboard  side ;  forward  stanchion  of  hurricane 
deck  on  port  side  carried  away  by  No.  1  nine-inch 
broadside. 
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Bo(xtsu>ain*9  Departmeni, 

Square-sail  buntlines. 

Both  vangs  of  main  gaff. 

Starboard  main-boom  topping-lift. 

Peak  halyards  stranded. 

Port  mam-topmast  stay  and  main-topmast  back 
stay. 

One  seine.   * 

All  shrouds  starboard  main  lower  rigging  strand- 
ed, and  forward  shroud  of  starboard  fore  lower 
rigging  ditto ;  also  one  ratline  carried  away  by 
same  shot. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  N.  Mitchell, 

Lientenant,  and  Executive  Officer. 
Bespectfully  forwarded. 

Melancton  Smith. 

Bespectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department.  Commander  Febiger  seems  to  have 
handled  his  vessel  well,  and,  with  his  officers  and 
men,  to  deserve  much  credit  for  gallant  conduct. 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Acting  Bear^  Admiral. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  T.  A.  ROE. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sassaous,  Albbm arlb  Sound,  ) 
North  Carolina,  May  6, 1804.    ( 

Sm :  I  respectfully  report  on  the  action  of  this 
vessel  with  the  retiel  iron-clad  Albemarle  and 
gunboat  Bombshell,  at  the  head  of  Albemarle 
Sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  instant,  in  com- 
pany with  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

Steaming  up  the  sound,  about  four  P.  M.  yester- 
day, the  Sassacus  occunied  the  station  next 
astern  the  Mattabesett,  ana  the  Wyalusing  follow- 
ing, when  we  made  out  the  ram,  accompanied  by 
the  Bombshell  and  another  steamer,  coming 
down,  driving  the  Miami  and  picket  boats  before 
them.  Following  your  lead  in  the  Mattabesett, 
I  headed  up  the  pass  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ram,  and  when  nearly  abreast  of  her  starboard 
beam  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  broadside.  In 
this  time  the  ram  sheered  with  her  port  helm,  for 
the  purpose  of  ramming,  but  our  superior  speed 
foiled  her  in  this  attempt,  and  the  Sassacus  nassed 
around  her  stem  with  a  hard  port  helm.  Off  the 
port  quarter  of  the  ram  lay  the  Bombshell,  which 
nad  opened  fire  simultaneous  with  the  ram,  with 
rifle  guns,  which  had  annoyed  me  a  good  deal. 
I  gave  her  the  starboard  battery,  each  shot  hulling 
her,  when  she  displayed  white  flags,  and  signals 
of  surrender.  Passing  up  to  close  hail  of  her,  I 
demanded  of  her  if  she  had  surrendered.  They 
said  they  had,  and  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled 
down,  and  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  out  of  the 
way,  and  anchor :  this  was  done. 

As  the  Mattabesett  had  passed  around  the 
stem  of  the  ram,  and  was  heading  down  the 
sound  again,  the  ram  had  turned  partially  round 
with  a  port  hehn,  and  now  lay  broadside  to  me. 
As  the  Sassacus  had  been  drawn  off  some  little 
distance  by  her  operations  and  capture  of  the 
Bombshell,  she  had  a  good  distance  to  get  head- 
way, and  seeing  a  &vorable  moment  before  me, 
I  ordered  fiill  steam  and  open  throttle,  and  laid 


the  ships  fair  for  the  broadside  of  the  ram  to  run 
her  down.  The  Sassacus  struck  her  fiairly,  just 
abaft  her  starboard  beam,  in  the  position  of  the 
rear  of  the  house  or  casemate,  with  a  speed  of 
nine  to  ten  knots,  making  twenty-two  revolutions, 
with  thirty  pounds  steam.  As  I  struck,  she  sent 
a  hundred-pounder  rifle  shot  through  and  through, 
from  starboard  bow  to  port  side,  on  the  berth 
deck. 

The  collision  was  pretty  heavy,  and  the  ram 
careened  a  good  deal,  so  much  so,  that  the  water 
washed  over  her  deck  forward  and  aft  the  case- 
mate. At  one  time  I  thought  she  was  going 
down ;  I  kept  the  engine  going,  pushing,  as  I 
hoped,  deeper  and  deeper  into  her,  and  also  hop- 
ing it  might  be  possible  for  some  one  of  the  boats 
to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and  perhaps 
enable  us  to  sink  ner,  or  at  least,  to  get  well  on 
to  him  on  all  sides.  I  retained  this  position  full 
ten  minutes,  throwing  grenades  down  her  deck 
hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to  get  powder  into  her 
smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  musketry, 
when  the  stem  of  the  ram  began  to  go  round,  and 
her  broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard  bow, 
when  the  ram  fired,  and  sent  a  hundred-pounder 
Brooks  rifle  shot  through  the  starboard  side  on 
the  berth  deck,  passing  through  the  empty  bun- 
kers into  the  starboard  boiler,  clean  through  it, 
fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward-rootn. 
In  a  moment  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the 
ship,  from  the  hurricane  deck  to  the  fire-rooms, 
killmg  some,  stifling  some,  and  rendering  all 
movement  for  a  time  impossible.  When  the 
steam  cleared  away  so  I  coidd  look  around  me, 
I  saw  my  antagonist  was  away  from  me,  and 
steaming  ofil  In  the  mean  time  the  engine  was 
going,  as  no  one  could  do  anything  below,  some 
sixfeen  men  being  scalded.  I  then  put  the  helm 
hard  a  port,  headed  up  the  sound,  and  around  to 
the  lana,  in  order  to  clear  the  field  for  the  other 
boats.  Soon  as  the  steam  cleared  up,  and  the 
effect  of  the  explosion  over,  the  officers  and  men 
immediately  went  to  the  g^uns,  and  kept  them 
going  upon  the  enemy  until  we  drifted  out  of 
range.  I  tried  to  ricochet  several  nine-inch  shot, 
so  Uiat  she  might  be  stmck  on  her  bottom  by  the 
upward  bound  of  the  shot;  but  I  had  the  morti- 
fication to  see  every  shot  strike  the  water  inside 
of  her,  and  rise  on  the  opposite  side  of  her.  While 
alongside  of  her,  and  almost  simultaneous  with 
the  mtal  shot  of  the  enemy.  Acting  Ensign  May- 
er sent  a  hundred-pounder  solid  shot  at  her 
port,  which  broke  into  fragments,  one  of  which 
rebounded  and  fell  on  our  aeck,  as  did  also  some 
fragments  of  grenades.  While  thus  together,  I 
fired  three  separate  shots  into  one  of  her  ports ; 
we  clearly  observed  the  muzzles  of  two  of  lus 
guns  broken  very  badly.  After  the  separation  of 
the  two  vessels,  the  Sassacus  was  headed  finally 
down  the  sound,  and  continued  to  move  veir 
slowly,  working  on  a  vacuum,  and  finally  stopped, 
when  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Mattabesett  and  Wyalusing  gallantly  went  in, 
and  the  fight  was  nobly  maintained  by  those  ves- 
sels. 

While  I  regret  the  unfortunate  accident  which 
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drifted  the  Sassaous  oat  of  action,  I  cannot  but 
liope  and  believe  that  her  Btruggle  with  the  iron- 
dad  ram  at  such  close  quarters,  and  the  act  of 
nrnning  her  down,  were  productive  of  great 
good.  If  we  ever  hear  from  the  shots  delivered 
when  alongside  of  the  ram,  it  will  be  consoling  to 
us,  as  I  am  convinced  they  did  some  execution 
in  the  port.  Yet  I  am  forced  to  think  that  the 
Albemarle  is  more  formidable  than  the  Merri- 
mac  or  Atlantic,  for  our  solid  one  hundred- 
pounder  rifle  shot  flew  into  splinters  upon  her  iron 
plates.  I  have  to  report  that  the  signal-books  of 
this  vessel  were  thrown  overboard,  and  sunk,  at 
the  time  the  boiler  was  struck,  and  the  ship  en- 
veloped in  suflbcating  steam.  It  was  appalling 
for  a  few  moments,  and  the  devotion  witn  which 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Sassacus  stuck  to  and 
worked  the  guns  fills  me  with  professional  pride. 
After  anchoring,  I  sent  the  arm^  steam-tug  to 
bring  the  gunboat  Bombshell,  which  had  surren- 
dered to  us  before  we  struck  the  ram  under  our 
suns.  I  then  put  a  prize  crew  aboard,  pumped 
her  out,  startea  her  nres,  and  got  up  steam  on 
her.  She  is  now  ready  to  move.  I  took  her 
prisoners  from  the  Ceres,  where  they  had  been 
temporarily  placed.  The  injuries  to  the  Sassacus 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  officers  of  different 
departments,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  also 
the  surgeon's  report  of  scalded  and  wounded.  I 
would  respectfullv  report  the  Sassacus  as  disabled 
for  active  operations  until  she  can  be  repured, 
and  would  request  a  survey  upon  her  when  it  is 
convenient  to  grant  it  In  this  unecjual  conffict 
of  the  wooden  gunboats  against  an  iron-clad,  it 
gives  me  speciafpleasure  to  speak  of  the  gallant 
and  devoted  bearing  of  officers  and  men.  The 
maintenance  of  the  fight  with  their  guns,  after 
the  frightful  disaster  of  the  boiler,  was  worthy  of 
the  proudest  day  of  our  naval  history.  The  di- 
visional officers  were  cool,  and  I  must  note  that 
Acting  Ensign  Mayer,  at  the  forward  rifle,  one 
hundred-pounder,  when  loading  and  firing,  almost 
muzzle  to  muzzle  with  the  enemy's  gun,  was 
beautiful  in  Jiis  cool  courage.  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  testifying  to  the  fine  conduct  of  Acting 
Masters  A.  W.  Muldaur  and  C.  A.  Boutelle. 
These  officers  were  as  cool  and  fearless  as  if  at  a 
general  exercise.  I  respectfully  recommend  each 
far  promotion  to  the  grade  of  Lieutenant,  deserved 
for  good  behavior  and  ability  before  the  enemy  in 
battle.  I  also  respectfully  recommend  Acting 
Master's  Mate  O'Hara  for  examination  for  pro- 
motion to  the  grade  of  Ensign.  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  O.  De  F.  Barton  acted  as  Aid  and 
signal  officer  to  me,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging his  coolness  and  attention  to  duty, 
while  under  a  hot  fire,  where  he  voluntarily 
placed  himself. 

To  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  Fhrst  Assist- 
ant Engineer  J.  M.  Hobby,  the  government  is 
Srobably  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
assacus  from  a  worse  disaster.  While  every 
one  who  could,  was  forced  to  seek  safety  by  flight 
from  the  scalding  clouds  of  steam,  Mr.  Hobby 
stood  at  his  post  by  the  machinery,  and  though 
^rlully  scalded  himself,  he  carea  for  his  ma- 


chinery until  the  engine  flnally  stopped.  If  it 
were  possible  to  promote  this  officer,  I  earnestly 
and  devoutly  beg  it  may  be  done,  for  I  consid- 
er that  it  has  been  amply  and  professionally  won. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully,  |^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieatenant-Commander. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces  in  Soonds  of  NorthCaroUna. 

BUPOBT  OF  ENGINEER  J.  H.   HOBDT. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus,    \ 
Albsmable  Sound,  Nobtu  Carouxa,  May  5, 1861.  ( 

Sm :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage 
sustained  by  the  machinery  of  this  ship  during  tne 
engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roanoke  on  the 
fifth  mstant: 

At  six  P.  M.  a  six-inch  rifled  solid  shot  came 
through  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  about  five 
feet  above  the  berth  deck  ;  it  passed  through  the 
forward  bunker  into  the  starboard  boiler,  seven 
feet  from  the  front  and  fourteen  inches  from  the 
top,  cutting  T-iron  braces  and  dry  pipe ;  thence 
through  the  after  end  of  the  boiler,  cutting  away 
Wordworth  pump,  steam  and  exhaust  pipes, 
through  engine-room ;  cutting  a  stanchion,  ther- 
mometer, and  exhaust  unhooking  gear  between 
main  cylinder  and  condenser;  thence  through 
bulkhead  into  the  ward-room.  The  starboard 
wheel  is  badly. knocked  out  of  shape  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  ram's  stem  as  we  passed  her. 
The  escape  of  steam  was  so  great  as  to  reduce  the 
pressure  in  the  boiler  to  nothing  almost  instan- 
taneously. The  steam  so  ffiled  the  engine  and  ' 
fire-rooms  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  engineers  that  the  fires  were 
hauled.  The  division  of  firemen  were  all  scalded 
and  one  instantly  killed. 

We  will  be  able  to  finish  the  repairs  by  to-mor- 
row sufficiently  well  as  to  steam  under  one  boiler. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hobby, 

First  Assistant  Eng:Ineer,  in  ohai^. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacos. 

[Indorsement.] 

AOAWAM,  May  16, 1861. 
The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Conmiander  Roe,  and  that  of  the  officers 
whom  he  recommends  for  promotion. 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Acting  Bear- AdmiraL 

BEPOBT   OP  LIEUT^OMMANDEB  QUEEN. 

United  States  Steamer  Wtalusino,  i 

Albemarle  Sodxo,  off  Boanokb  Bivkr,  > 

May  6, 1864.     > 

Sm:  Li  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  fifth,  we  immediately  got  under 
way,  takinff  our  station  in  line  astern  of  the  Sas- 
sacus, the  Mattabesett  leading,  and  stood  up  the 
sound  in  dose  order. 

Signals  were  made  by  you  soon  afterwards  that 
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the  ram  was  out  i  we  also  discovered  at  the  same 
time  that  our  picket  boats  were  falling  back,  pur- 
sued by  the  ram  and  two  steamers  in  company. 
We  immediately  beat  to  ouarters,  (at  twenty- 
seven  minutes  past  fomr  o'clock ;)  being  in  close 
range,  about  five  hundred  yards,  we  opened  fire, 
simultaneously  with  the  Mlattabesett  and  Sassa- 
cus,  passing  the  ram  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards,  firing  rapidly.  In  rounding 
the  ram  we  came  in  contact  with  one  of  her  con- 
sorts. It  was  my  intention  to  run  her  down,  but 
discovered  in  time  she  had  surrendered ;  we  im- 
mediately backed  clear  of  her,  and  again  attacked 
the  ram,  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  Sas- 
sacus,  who  had  run  into  her.  As  she  cleared 
firom  the  Sassacus,  in  firing  from  our  vessel  we 
cut  her  signal  halyards;  she  hauled  down  the 
flag,  and  I  supposed  she  had  surrendered,  as  she 
did  not  hoist  it  again  during  the  action,  but  was 
soon  convinced  to  the  contrary. 

At  5.30  flag-ship  made  general  signal  to  keep 
dose  in  line ;  at  5.45  repeated  the  si^al ;  at  5.55 
made  signal  to  this  ship  to  cease  finng.  At  this 
time  we  were  passing  around  the  ram  to  form 
again  into  line,  which  nad  been  interrupted  by  the 
l^cond  division,  who  were  flring  at  long  range 
and  over  this  ship.  At  6.05  resumed  our  position 
in  dose  order,  by  signal  from  the  flag-ship.  At 
6.45,  having  again  passed  around  the  ram,  sig- 
nals were  made  to  cease  flring.  At  this  time  a 
report  was  made  to  me  by  the  executive  officer 
and  third  assistant  engineer,  J.  J.  Donahoe,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  bell,  that  th*e  ship  was  sink- 
ing. I  immediately  signalized  it,  and  sent  an 
Older  to  chief  engmeer  to  start  all  the  pumps. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  necessary,  as  the 
ship  was  not  making  more  water  than  usuaL 

I  was  hailed  from  the  flag-ship,  but  could  not 
imderstand  what  was  said.  I  made  again  for  the 
ram,  and  followed,  her  up  dosely,  passing  around 
her,  and  firing  as  often  as  possible  at  her,  the  dis- 
tance varying  from  one  hundred  jards  and  up- 
wards. Near  the  close  of  the  action  one  of  the 
pieces  of  the  forward  port-side  plating  of  the  ram 
was  seen  to  fly  ofi^  from  the  efiects  of  one  of  our 
shot.  At  7.30  signal  was  made  to  cease  flring, 
and  by  private  signal  we  anchored  at  eight 
o'clock. 

We  received  the  following  damages :  One  shell 
exploded  in  the  starboard  wheel-house,  cutting 
away  two  of  the  outer  rims  of  the  starboard  whee^ 
and  blowing  ofl*  a  portion  of  the  top  part  of  the 
whed-house ;  ^assmg  through  the  an  pilot-house, 
dmnaging  the  steering  wheel,  breaking  the  com- 
pass, tearing  off  a -portion  of  the  plating,  and 
passing  through  and  ^through  the  mainmast  about 
thirty  feet  above  deck ;  also  through  the  hurricane 
deck  into  the  starboard  bath-room,  and  chipping 
a  piece  off  of  the  top  of  the  aft  howitzer  mounted 
on  the  hurricane  deck.  The  second  shot  passed 
between  the  bottom  of  the  ^g  and  the  rail,  Knock- 
ing off  all  her  under  planking,  carrying  away  the 
starboard  smoke-stack  guy,  killing  one  of  the  men 
at  the  nine-inch  gun,  tearing  away  the  stanchion 
supporting  the  hurricane  deck  amidships,  then 


through  the  engineer's  store-room  on  the  port 
guard  forehead.  The  third  shot  came  in  on  Uie 
starboard  side  of  the  berth  deck,  near  the  dis- 
pensary, tearing  away  ladder,  bulkhead ;  through 
the  port  coal-bunkers,  passing  out  in  the  port 
side  a  few  feet  forward  of  the  boiler.  The  fourth 
shot  came  in  on  the  starboard  quarter  about  three 
feet  above  the  water  line,  passing  through  the 
cabin,  destroying  mirror,  chairs,  furniture,  &C., 
&c.,  bulkhead,  companion-way,  pantries ;  striking 
against  a  knee  in  the  aft  room,  on  the  port  side 
of  ward-room,  glancing  upwards,  tearing  up  the 
deck  plankings,  startmg  the  water-ways,  and 
breaking  away  two  of  the  starts  for  the  oreech- 
ings,  landing  on  deck;  this  proved  to  be  a 
hundred-pound  Whitworth  solid  rifle  shot  The 
fifth  passed  over  the  quarter  deck  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  pivot  gun,  passmg  through  one  of 
the  port  shutters.  Pieces  of  exploded  shell  cut 
away  one  of  the  shrouds  of  the  main  rirang; 
also  the  brails,  passing  through  Uie  mainsaiL 

The  officers  and  crew  fought  bravdy,  and  have 
merited  my  highest  thanks  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  handled  their  several  batteries.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  theuL 

My  executive  officer,  Actine  Master  William  R. 
Hathway,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  appointments  in 
this  grade,  I  strongly  recommend  for  promotion. 
The  surgeon  and  paymaster  renderea  me  very 
important  aid  in  the  supply  of  ammunition,  and 
in  making  themselves  generally  useful.  The 
chief  en^eer,  H.  H.  Stewart,  handled  the  ma- 
chinery m  a  most  able  manner.  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  my  clerk,  Geoige  H.  White,  Jr.,  who 
acted  as  my  Aid,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  wluch 
he  carried  out  my  orders. 
Expended  the  following  ammunition : 

75  ten-pound  charges,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

47  solid  shot,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

20  5''  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
8  percussion  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

40  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

30  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

37  solid  shot,  nine-inch  gun. 

33  6"  shell,  nine-inch  gun. 

18  shell,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

27  shrapnel,  twenty-four-poimder  howitzer. 
210  primers. 

I  enclose  you  the  surgeon  and  chief  engineer's 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Queen, 

Lkmtenant-Conmuuider,  oomnuuKliiig. 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[Indorsement.] 

AOAWAM,  May  IS,  18H. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Queen,  his  officers  and 
men,  appear  to  have  done  well  their  part  in  this 
gallant  action. 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Aetiag  Bear- AdmiraL 
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BEPORT   OF  EJNGINEEB  H.   H.   STEWART. 

Ukitbd  States  Steamer  Wtalusino,  { 
Albeblablr  Sound,  May  6, 1864.    ( 

Snt:  I  have  carefully  examined  the  enginefi, 
boilers,  and  dependencies  of  this  vessel,  and, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that  the  following  is  the  amount  of  damage 
sustained  during  the  ute  action :  ' 

Two  of  the  outer  rims  in  the  starboard  wheel 
were  fractured,  and  a  portion  of  the  top  of  the 
wheel-house  blown  off;  one  of  the  smoke-pipe 
gays  was  cut  off;  one  of  the  bell-wires  also  gave 
way  during  the  engagement,  but  has  been  re- 
paired. I  am*yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Stewart, 

Chief  Bneiiieer,  United  States  Nayj. 
Lieut-Conu  W.  W.  Qoben,  U.  S.  N., 
Conunandiiiff. 

REPORT  OP  ACTING   MASTER  JOSSELYN. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull,  l 
Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6, 1864.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  with 
the  rebel  ram. 

I  first  sighted  the  ram  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
p.  M.,  coming  out  of  the  river  m  company  with  two 
steamers,  distant  about  two  miles.  In  accordance 
with  previous  instructions,  I  retreated  slowly  down 
the  sound,  keeping  out  of  range  of  her  ^ns  until 
the  flag-ship  came  up,  when  I  fell  into  line  astern 
of  the  MiamL  About  five  o'clock  I  fired  several 
shots  from  my  pivot  guns  at  the  ram,  striking  it 
once  or  twice. 

At  half  past  six  I  engaged  the  ram  at  close 
quarters,  finng  shell  from  my  pivot  and  broadside 
guns,  many  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  effectually 
preventing  the  opening  of  her  ports.  As  I  steamed 
ahead,  in  passing  the  ram's  bow  I  paid  out  a  large 
seine  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  his  propeller,  but, 
though  encompassing  the  ram,  it  did  not  have  the 
desired  effect 

I  ceased  firing  when  it  became  too  dark  to  dis- 
tinguish the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  of  my  ofiBcers  and  crew,  many  of 
the  latter  being  for  the  first  time  under  fire.  This 
vessel  was  not  struck,  and  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfbdly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Francis  Josselyn, 

Actine  Master,  cozamaiiding. 
Captain  Melancton  Sihth,  U.  S.  N., 
Senior  Offloer,  Soonds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAI.   REPORT   OF   ACTING   MASTER 
JOSSELYN. 

UjriTED  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull,  ) 
Off  Roasoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6, 1864.     ( 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  during  engage- 
ment of  May  fifth : 
Thirty-pounder  Parsott  shell,  sixty,  ^60.) 
Twenty-four-pounder  howitzer  shell,  twenty- 
one,  (21.)  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  Josselyn, 

AcUnflr  Master^  commanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Offieer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  CHARLES  A.  FRENCH. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami,  off  Modth  of  { 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C.  May  6, 1864.     ( 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron-clad 
ram  Albemarle,  and  BombshelL  Yesterday,  at  one 
P.  M.,  I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the 
Commodore  Hull,  Ceres,  and  army  transport 
Trumpeter,  and  proceeded  from  our  picket  sta- 
tion, off  Edenton  Bay,  across  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Koanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
torpedoes.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
buoy  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rebel  ram 
Albemarle  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river, 
accompanied  by  the  Cotton  Plant  and  Bombshell, 
the  last  two  steamers  laden  with  troops.  I  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Trumpeter  to  give  you  the 
earliest  notice  of  their  appearance.  The  vessels 
under  my  command  were  ordered  to  steam  in 
line  slowly  down  the  sound,  at  such  a  distance 
that  the  enemy's  movements  could  be  watched. 
We  dropped  down  to  Bluff  Point,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowing us  determinedly.  As  soon  as  you  came 
up,  I  steamed  ahead,  ready  to  follow  your  move- 
ments, and  engage  the  enemy.  At  twenty  min- 
utes to  five  I  opened  fire  with  solid  shot,  and  con- 
tinued firing  rapidly,  with  good  range.  The  ram 
was  struck  by  us  at  almost  our  first  fire,  and  I 
have  to  report,  throughout  the  action,  excellent 
firing  by  both  divisions  of  this  ship.  I  saw  the 
Sassacus  running  into  the  ram,  and  immediately 
headed  for  them  both,  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
ploding under  the  ram  the  tor))edo  rigged  on  my 
DOW ;  before  I  could  get  to  her,  however,  the  Sas- 
sacus became  disabled,  and  dropped  down  from 
her.  The  ram  had  changed  her  course,  and  I 
could  not  work  to  advantage,  on  account  of  the 
fire  of  our  own  vessels.  I  still  kept  up  a  fire 
when  it  could  be  done  without  exposing  the 
other  vessels  of  Dur  fleet  After  we  had  been 
firing  about  an  hour,  you  ordered  me  to  run  up 
to  the  ram  and  use  the  torpedo.  I  steamed 
ahead,  still  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire,  until  we  got 
within  the  ship's  length  of  her.  I  used  every 
endeavor  to  get  at  her,  bows  on,  but  the  Miami 
proving  herself  so  unwieldy,  and  so  very  bad  to 
steer,  the  enemy,  (who  was  probably  well  aware 
of  our  purpose,)  succeeded  in  keeping  clear  of  us, 
by  going  anead  and  backing  and  turning.  We  did 
not  cease  our  fire,  however,  all  this  time.  The 
enemy  struck  us  three  or  four  times  while  within 
this  chase  range ;  one  shot,  which  gassed  through 
the  after  part  of  the  cabin,  came  very  near  disabling 
our  rudder.  I  dropped  down  from  her,  and  reported 
to  you  ihe  reason  why  I  could  not  get  my  torpedo 
to  work.  You  then  ordered  me  to  follow  the 
Wyalusing  in  order.  I  did  so,  keeping  up  a  fire 
wmch  I  believe  was  more  effective  than  at  any 
previous  time,  as  I  am  confident  one  of  our  shot 
struck  the  upper  part  of  her  port  while  open,  if 
it  did  not  pass  into  her  interior.  Owing  to  the 
danger  of  getting  aground,  and  the  fact  of  the 
ship  handling  so  badly,  I  deemed  my  fire  more 
effectual  at  close  range  to  be  on  one  side  of  her 
than  to  attempt  to  pass  clear  around  her.  For 
naore  than  ten  minutes  we  poured  solid  shot  upon 
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her  08  rapidly  as  we  could  fire ;  I  then  dropped 
astern,  to  give  the  vessels  coming  up  an  opportu- 
nity to  pass  and  engage  her.  It  was  then  grow- 
ing dark ;  the  ram  steamed  up  to  the  Roanoke 
River,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased  on  hoth  sides. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  hehaved  with 
great  coolness,  and  did  their  whole  duty. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  carpenter's  and 
gunner's  reports.    Casualties,  none. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  A.  French, 

Acting  Volantecr- Lieutenant,  oommanding. 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Offloer,  Sounds  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  WELLS. 

United  States  Steamer  Gunboat  Miami,  i 
May  6,  1851.     ( 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, in  the  action  with  tne  iron-clad  ram  Albe- 
marle, in  the  Albemarle  Sound. 
Seventy-six  (76)  thirteen-pound  nine-inch  car- 
tridges. 
Seventy-six  (76)  solid  nine-inch  shot 
Forty-one  (41)    ten-pound  six-inch    cartridges; 

one  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
Forty-one  (41)  solid  six-inch  shot,  (chilled  ends,) 

four  long,  and  thirty-seven  short 
Seventy-six  (76)  selvage  wads. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  percussion  primers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  N.  Welles, 

Acting  Master  and  ExecutiTe  Officer. 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut  Charles  A.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami. 

REPORT  OP  H.  8.  BUCKLEY,  CARPENTER'S  MATE. 

UNrrsD  States  Steamer  Miami,  ) 
.       May  0, 1864.     \ 

Sir  :  I  respectfuUv  submit  the  following  report 
of  damages  received  by  this  vessel,  in  hull,  &c., 
during  the  engafi;ement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roan- 
oke, in  Albemarle  Sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fifth  iustant : 

One  shot  struck  smoke-stack,  and  passed 
through,  scattering  fragments  over  quarter  deck ; 
one  struck  starboard  wheel-house,  and  carried 
away  hand-rail,  passine"  through  port  quarter 
boat,  tearing  away  her  planking ;  one  shell  struck 
under  the  starboard  counter,  passed  through,  cut- 
ting away  hang  knee  under  after  beam,  and  burst- 
ing in  tiller-room,  cutting  through  solid  work  of 
after  pivot  boss,  and  carrj'ing  away  two  thirds 
of  second  after  beam  and  hang  knee  on  port  side, 
starting  two  outside  planks,  and  started  the  decks 
up  under  pivot  gun,  and  knocked  down  the  cabin 
bulkhead,  making  a  total  wreck  of  the  tiller-room. 
The  ship  is  very  much  shaken  from  the  effects  of 
the  rapid  firing,  making  about  five  inches  of  water 
per  hour.  Several  snot  and  shell  passed  over 
our  top  gear,  but  did  little  damage,  save  cutting 
away  smoke-stack  guys. 

During  the  eng&gement  off  Plymouth  with  the 
same  vessel,  the  ram  ran  under  our  port  bow, 
and  scarred  the  planking  for  several  feet,  within 


fourteen  inches  of  the  water.  A  shell  from  gun 
No.  3  struck  the  ram,  rebounded  and  exploded,  cut- 
ting away  port  forward  boat  davit,  and  firagments 
passing  tnrough  deck  forward  of  boiler  and  star- 
board waist,  and  cutting  away  port  smoke-stadL 
guys,  and  passing  through  smoke-stack. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant. 
Henry  S.  Buckley, 

Carpenter**  Mate. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut  C.  A.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  MlamL 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  FOSTER. 

United  States  Steamer  Cerbs,  J 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  G,  ib64.    ( 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during 
the  engagement  yesterday  with  the  rebel  ram 
this  vessel  received  no  da&age,  neither  were  there 
any  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  H.  Foster, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  BARRETT. 

UxTTED  States  Steamer  Whttehbad,  off  \ 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6, 186L     ( 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  engagement 
of  yesterday  (fifth)  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram 
Albemarle  and  gunboat  Bombshell. 

In  obedience  to  a  general  signal  made  by  the 
flag-ship  Mattabesett,  I  weighed  anchor  at  3.30, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Albemarle  Sound,  foUowine 
the  United  States  steamer  Wyalusing.  The  reb3 
ram,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  was  soon  dis- 
covered apparently  steaming  towards  us.  Went 
to  quarters  immediately,  and  prepared  for  action. 
At  4.30^  the  action  became  general  between  the 
leading  vessels,  Mattabesett,  Sassacus,  and  Wya- 
lusing, and  the  ram  Albemarle. 

Owing  to  the  superior  rate  of  speed  of  the 
above-named  vessels,  I  was  unable  to  bring  my 
vessel  into  action  until  after  the  rebel  steamer 
Bombshell  had  surrendered.  The  rebel  steamer 
Cotton  Plant,  with  a  number  of  launches  in  tow, 
having  succeeded  in  making  her  escape,  my  atten- 
tion was  then  directed  to  the  ram,  upon  which 
I  opened  fire  with  the  hundred-pounder  rifle, 
using  solid  shot  first  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand 
yards,  but  it  was  soon  lessened  to  four  hundred 
yards. 

The  ram,  meanwhile,  commenced  to  retreat  to- 
wards B-oanoke  River. 

Being  ordered  by  you  to  take  my  position 
astern  of  the  United  States  steam^  Miami,  and 
follow  up  the  attack  closely,  I  immediately  took 
the  position  assigned ;  but  finding  that  I  could 
not  use  the  hundred-pounder  iMe  efiectively, 
I  steamed  ahead  of  the  Miami,  and  on  a  course 
parallel  to  that  which  Jthe  rebel  steamer  was 
making,  until  I  approached  within  two  hundred 
yards  oif  her.  At  this  distance  we  succeeded  in 
making  some  excellent  shots,  the  projectiles  used 
being  solid  chilled-end  shot,  which  must  hive 
made  a  serious  impression  on  the  iron  armor  of 
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the  ram,  as  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
plating  on  her,  when  viewed  through  a  glass. 

Keeping  the  ram  on  my  starboard  beam,  I  ran 
ahead  of  and  across  her  bows,  making  a  circuit 
about  her. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  which  was  con- 
centrated on  the  rebel  iron-clad  by  our  vessels, 
she  succeeded,  under  the  cover  of  approaching 
darkness,  to  make  good  her  escape  up  tne  Roan- 
oke River.  Having  ceased  firing  at  7.30  p.  M., 
we  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at 
eight,  with  the  fleet  I  have  no  casualties  to  re- 
port Ammunition  expended,  seventeen  solid  shot, 
rifle  one  hundred-pounder,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  common  powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Barrett, 

Aoting  Ensign,  oommanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith, 
Benior  Karal  Officer,  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAI.  reports  of  IJBUT.-COM.  ROB. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  ( 
James  River,  Juno  24, 1664.     ) 

Sm:  I  respectfully  request  that  the  enclosed 
communication  may  be  appended  to  my  report  of 
Hay  sixth,  on  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad 
Albemarle. 

This*  paper  is  a  duplicate  of  one  sent  to  Captain 
Smith,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  and  I  furnish  it 
under  the  apprehension  that  the  original  may  not 
have  reacbcMl  you. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Com*ding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River,  Va. 

UmTBD  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  { 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  Hay  7, 18M.     ( 

Sm :  My  attention  being  called  by  you  to  that 
portion  of  my  report  of  the  Sassacus,  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fifth  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
capture  of  the  Bombshell,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  Sassacus  was  second  in  line  astern  of  the  Mat- 
tabesett,  and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  lat- 
ter vessel  had  done. 

The  Sassacus,  seeing  the  Bombshell  approach 
ber,  as  she  was  coming  around  to  attack  the  ram, 
ordered  her  to  surrender,  and  go  below  and  an- 
chor, which  was  done. 

I  merely  narrated  the  facts  which  occurred  in 
this  vessel,  and  the  Mattabesett  may  have  done 
precisely  what  the  Sassacus  did,  without  the  latter 
knowing  it 

I  trust  thia  will  explain  any  apparent  contra- 
dictions that  may  seem  to  exist  in  the  reports  of 
the  two  vessels. 

I  was  not  aware  that  she  had  already  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  as  you  state  she  had. 
Upon  questioning  Captain  Hud^;ins,  who  com- 
manded the  Bomoshell,  and  who  is  now  a  prison- 
er of  war  on  board  this  ship,  he  replied.  He  sur- 
rendered his  vessel  to  the  second  vessel  in  line  ; 
that  his  flag  had  not  been  hauled  down  to  the 
first,  and  that  no  surrender  had  been  made  of 


his  vessel  until  ordered  by  the  second  vessel  in 
the  line  to  do  so,  when  he  struck. 

He  did  not,  nor  does  he  know  the  name  of  the 
vessel  to  whom  he  surrendered,  but  that  it  was 
to  the  second  vessel  in  line. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe. 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  SMITH. 

Untted  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  i 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  June  4,  imi.     ] 

Sib  :  Your  order  of  May  seventeenth,  through 
Kear-Admiral  Lee,  directing  a  full  report  to  be 
furnished  of  the  collision  of  the  Sassacus  with  the 
rebel  ram  Albemarle,  together  with  a  diagram 
showing  the  position  of  the  two  vessels,  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

One  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe 
has  already  been  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee,  and 
I  retained  two  —  one  from  himself,  and  the  other 
from  his  executive  officer  —  to  avoid  multiplying 
testimony  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  much  exag- 
gerated ;  but  both  reports  are  now  enclosed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  states  that  he 
"  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  iust  abaft  his 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots^  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  mucn  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks."  His  execu- 
tive officer  states  that  *'  we  had  a  start  of  three 
or  four  hundred  yards,  and  were  making  about 
eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  vrith  our  prow  at 
right  angles  on  the  starboard  ouarter,  at  the 
junction  of  her  after  casemate  with  the  hull,  for- 
cing her  side  under  water  two  or  three  feet." 

It  is  my  impression  that  the  Sassacus,  when 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  ram,  had  stopped 
her  engines,  and  when  fairlv  pointed,  commenced 
steaming  towards  him,  making  it  apparent  that 
she  intended  to  try  the  effects  of  ramming.  I  re- 
marked to  Captain  Febi^er  at  that  time,  "  How 
slow  she  moves ; "  and  m  a  few  moments  she 
struck,  as  represented,  yhtV^y,  and  nearly  at  right 
angles,  causing  the  water  to  flow  over  the  deck  aft 

I  subsequently  called  Lieutenant-Commander 
Roe's  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  rate  of  speed,  which  he  evident- 
ly estimated  by  the  number  of  revolutions,  with- 
out considering  the  short  distance  he  had  to  run, 
from  a  dead  stand,  to  reach  the  ram ;  but  as  he 
was  not  disposed  to  make  the  correction,  although 
I  had  taken  the  report  on  board  for  that  ipurpose, 
as  well  as  to  examine  his  injuries,  I  forwarded  it 
as  it  was. 

I  should  judge,  from  the  slight  injury  the  vessel 
sustained,  and  the  short  distance  that  the  Sassa- 
cus was  from  the  ram  when  heading  for  him,  that 
her  speed  did  not  exceed  five  knots.  The  Albe- 
marle, as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not  sustain  the 
slighest  injiu7  from  the  collision. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  also  states,  "I 
put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muzzles 
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of  two  of  her  ^ns  were  badly  broken."  This  is 
evidently  a  mistake,  as  the  Albemarle  has  but 
two  guns,  each  one  working  in  three  ports,  and 
not  a  man  on  board  was  injured.  The  muzzle  of 
one  gun  was  broken,  and  the  four  deserters  from 
the  ram  report  that  it  was  damaged  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action  on  the  port  side,  but  they  con- 
tinued to  use  it  throughout  the  engagement  The 
stems  of  the  double-enders,  as  well  as  the  rudder- 
guards,  are  nearly  perpendicidar,  are  very  frail, 
and  are  not  calculated  to  run  up  on  the  deck. 
Had  they  been  armed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sassacus  would  have  brought  sufficient  weight 
upon  the  deck  to  have  sunk  nim. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  position  of 
the  Sassacus  and  Albemarle  at  the  time  of  collis- 
ion, and  after  they  had  been  separated  by  the 
ram's  steaming  ahead.  I  have  sent  also  to  Kear- 
Admiral  Lee  a  fragment  of  a  solid  shot  fired  from 
the  one  hundred-pounder  rifle  of  the  Sassacus 
when  close  alongside,  proving  that  the  various 
reports  heretofore  made  of  the  invulnerability  of 
the  ram  have  not  been  much  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  sei*vant 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sonnds  of  N.  C. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se<a«tar7  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

TJ.  S.  Steamer  Sassacus.  off  Bluff  Poiirr,  | 
Albemablb  Sound,  (HidnlghtO  Hay  5, 18(H.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  send  you  a 
written  despatch  earlier.  I  sent  you  verbal  re- 
ports by  the  Ceres,  which  it  appears  you  have  not 
received. 

I  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  her 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks,  and  gave  her 
so  great  a  tilt,  that  I  at  one  time  hoped  I  sbotdd 
sink  her.  I  kept  the  engine  going,  and  retained 
my  position  there,  forcing  her  broadside  to  for 
some  ten  minutes,  hoping  some  of  our  gunboats 
might  get  up  alongside,  opposite  to  me,  as  she 
was  unable  to  harm  them  by  ramming.  Finding 
this  could  not  be,  and  she  starting  ahead,  the  Sas- 
sacus slued  obliquely  towards  her  starboard  side, 
when  she  fired,  raking  us,  putting  a  one  hundred- 
pound  rifle  shot  clean  through  our  starboard  boil- 
er, fore  and  ait.  We  then  fired  the  pivot  rifle, 
striking  her  port  side,  and  a  fragment  of  this  shot 
flew  back  upon  my  deck.  This  shot  was  broken 
into  fragments.  I  fired  again  with  similar  results. 
I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muz- 
ztes  of  two  of  her  guns  were  badly  broken.  The 
shock  of  the  collision  was  heavy,  but  did  me  no 
damage  that  I  yet  know,  except  breaking  and 
sluing  aside  the  projection  outside  the  rudder. 
She  does  not  leak.  I  received  two  severe  shots 
from  the  ranv  while  alongside  of  her,  which  were 
returned  with  interest. 

After  the  boiler  was  burst,  the  escape  of  steam 
blinded  everybody,  from  the  hurricane  deck  down 
to  the  fire-room.  The  steam  was  terrible.  One 
man  didd  instantly,  and  I  shall  probably  lose  four 
or  five  more.    The  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Hobby,  is 


badly  scalded,  but  most  nobly  and  heroicaDy  re- 
mained at  his  post,  and  saved  us  from  a  worse 
disaster,  of  explosion  to  the  other  boiler,  and  of 
being  helpless.  Soon  as  I  drifted  round  clear  of 
the  ram,  and  amidst  the  suflbcating  steam,  my 
men  and  officers  jumped  to  the  guns,  and  con- 
tinued pouring  out  solid  shot  into  the  enemy,  until 
we  drifted  down  out  of  range.  The  engine  was 
still  working  slowly  on  a  vacuum,  and  I  succeeded 
in  getting  her  out  of  the  way  of  the  other  gun- 
boats, and  was  forced  to  withdraw  finally  from 
action  only  because  the  engine  at  last  stopped. 

In  the  mean  time,  before  I  rammed  the  ram,  the 
enemy's  gunboat  Bombshell,  with  three  lifie 
howitzers  and  one  twenty-pounder  Parrott,  which 
had  been  playing  upon  us,  was  hulled,  and  ordered 
to  surrender,  whicn  she  did,  hauling  down  the 
rebel  flag.  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  below  the 
scene  of  action  and  anchor,  which  she  did. 

After  I  got  the  Sassacus  out  of  the  way,  I  sent 
the  army  steam-tug  to  bring  her  alongside  of  me 
and  anchor.  This  was  done.  The  Ceres  came 
up,  and  I  removed  from  her  the  officers  and  men 
captured  from  the  Bombshell ;  they  are  now  on 
bbard  this  vessel.  I  sent  a  prize  crew  to  the 
Bombshell,  started  her  fires,  and  I  believe  she  is 
now  ready  to  move  under  steam. 

I  was  compelled  to  haul  all  fires  on  b«ard  of 
this  vessel,  but  am  now  trying  to  get  steam  on  the 

Eort  boiler.  Some  pipes  are  knocked  away,  yet  I 
ope  to  get  able  to  move  slowlv  to-morrow.  The 
starboard  boiler  is,  I  fear,  totally  ruined.  I  have 
no  wounded  to  speak  of  from  the  enemy's  shot 
We  were  hulled  several  times,  and  the  mjury  to 
the  boiler  is,  I  believe,  the  most  serious  I  have. 

My  people  behaved  most  gallantly ;  the  officers 
nobly.  I  believe  the  ram  is  damaged;  but  if 
solid  shot  split  into  fragments,  and  fly  back  upon 
my  deck,  it  is  a  proof  that  she  is  more  formidable 
than  the  Atlanta  or  Merrimac. 

When  alongside  of  her  we  threw  grenades 
down  her  hawse  hatch  from  aloft  I  had  charges 
of  powder  prepared  ready  to  throw  down  her 
stack,  but  could  not  do  it  from  aloft 

She  played  musketry  upon  me  severely  aU  the 
time.  I  was  well  prepared  for  my  work,  and  so 
far  as  I  can  know,  the  effort  to  run  her  down 
was  fairly  made.     She  is  too  strong  for  us. 

I  regret  most  profoundly  that  I  was  obliged  to 
drift  out  of  the  ^ht  just  as  it  was  becoming  in- 
teresting, and  when  my  services  were  still  needed, 
but  I  fear  I  am  now  totally  hors  de  eomboL  I 
shall  await  your  orders  here,  as  I  leam  the  enemy 
has  been  driven  out  of  the  sound  into  his  retreat. 
If  we  did  not  gain  a  victory,  we  have  not  siifiTered 
a  defeat,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  before  our 
wooden  boats. 

Be  pleased  to  send  me  instructions  about  the 
Bombshell  and  my  own  ship.    I  will  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  more  specific  report  soon,  and  I  pray 
you  will  excuse  this  hasty  and  imperfect  one. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfidly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.A.ItoB, 
Lleatenant-Commandir. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  Naval  Foroet,  Sonnda  of  North  CaroUM. 
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REPORT    OP   ACTING   MASTER   BOUTELLB. 

United  States  Steamkb  Sassacus,  ) 
Albemarle  Soitjid,  May  0, 1864.     S 

Sib  :  I  haTe  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  damages  received  in  the  master's  de- 
partment of  this  ship  during  her  engagement 
with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  and  her 
consort,  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell,  on  the  fifth 
instant.  In  ramming  the  Albemarle,  we  had  a 
a  start  of  three  to  four  hundred  yardis,  and  were 
making  about  eleven  knots,  when  we  struck  her 
with  our  prow  at  right  angles  on  her  starboard 

auarter  at  the  junction  of  her  after  casemate  with 
be  hull,  forcing  her  side  under  water  two  or  three 
feet,  and  pushing  her  broadside  to  before  us  ;  our 
bow  then  resting  on  her  quarter,  her  engine  work- 
ing ahead,  bringing  a  heavy  strain  across  our 
bow',  our  outer  or  false  stem  with  its  ram,  which 
had  been  started  by  the  shock  of  collision,  were 
forced  off,  the  stem  splintering  from  two  and  a 
half  feet  below  the  rail  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
rodder,  and  banging  bv  the  lower  portion  across 
our  bow  on  the  starboard  side,  starting  and 
splintering  the  outer  wood  ends,  and  tearing  awav 
all  of  the  false  bow  forward  of  the  rudder,  which 
is  apparently  not  materially  injured  on  its  inner 
portion,  as  it  moves  quite  freely  by  the  use  of  the 
wheeL  The  position  in  which  we  lay  when  first 
strDiing  the  ram  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
train  any  of  his  guns  upon  us,  but  the  headway 
of  the  two  vesseu,  exerted  at  right  angles,  forced 
her  gradually  round  on  our  starboard  bow,  when 
be  £^d  two  six-inch  rifle  shots  into  us  in  ranid 
succession.  The  first  of  these,  fired  from  nis 
after  gun  so  near  as  to  cover  our  bow  with  smoke 
and  burned  powder,  entered  ten  feet  abaft  the 
stem  and  three  feet  above  the  copper  on  the  star- 
board side,  passing  through  the  yeoman's  store- 
room, thence  diagonally  across  the  berth-deck, 
and  striking  between  the  skin  and  the  back  of  the 
fifth  hanging  knee  from  forward  on  the  port  side, 
cut  through  the  ship's  side  at  an  angle  of  about 
twenty  de^es,  and  fell  in  the  water  astern.  This 
shot  was  immediately  followed  by  a  similar  one 
from  his  forward  gun,  which  shot  entering  abreast 
of  the  foremast  four  feet  above  the  water  on  the 
starboard  side,  crushed  obb'quely  through  the  side, 
cutting  through  the  back  of  hanging  knee,  and 
leaving  the  inside  of  the  ceiling  about  seven  and 
one-half  feet  abaft  where  it  Srst  struck  on  the 
outside.  From  thence  it  passed  through  the 
throat  of  the  next  hanging  knee,  through  the  dis- 
pensary and  bulkhead,  starboard  coal-bunker, 
passing  on  through  the  starboard  boiler,  and 
keeping  on  throu^  the  engine-room,  cut  in  two 
a  three-inch  iron  stanchion,  thence  through  steer- 
age and  ward-room  bulkheads,  smashing  doors  and 
sideboard,  cutting  through  magazine  screen,  when, 
striking  an  oak  stanchion,  which  it  splintered, 
it  glanced  at  right  angles  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
starboard  state-rooms.  Many  other  shot  passed 
over  the  ship,  one  of  them  cutting  through  the 
boarding  netting  two  feet  above  the  rail  on  port 
quarter,  but  most  of  them  passing  between  the 
spars  and  rigging,  which  were  not  injured.  In 
clearing  the  ram,  our  starboard  wheel  passed  over 
Vol.  X.  — Doa       15 


her  stern,  crushing  a  launch  which  she  was  towing, 
and  injuring  the  buckets  and  braces  more  or  less 
on  her  hulL    On  examination  I  find  that  the  shot 
holes  are  all  well  above  the  water-line,  and  as  the 
ship  makes  no  more  water  than  usual,  I  think  her 
actual  injury  to  the  hull  much  less  than  would 
seem  a  natural  result  from  so  tremendous  a  shock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  A.  Bqutelle, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  A.  Hoe, 

U.  S.  steamer  Sassaons,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  BEPOET  OP  CAPT.  SMITH. 

Ukitrd  States  Stbambb  Mattabesett,  { 
Albbmablb  Sound,  N.  C,  May  24, 18(H.    ] 

Sm :  I  have  to  report  the  ram  made  his  appear- 
ance to-day  for  the  first  time  since  the  engage- 
ment of  the  fifth  instant.  He  came  down  in  sight 
of  the  picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoke  River,  with  head  up  stream,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  row-boat  that  pulled  several 
times  diagonally  across  the  river,  as  if  dragnne 
for  torpedoes.  The  Whitehead  fired  a  shell,  which 
exploded  near  his  stem,  when  the  Albemarle  im- 
mediately steamed  up  the  river. 

I  have  heard  from  contrabands  and  refugees 
direct  from  Plymouth,  that  the  plating  of  the  ram 
was  much  injured ;  that  four  of  our  shots  pene- 
trated his  outer  armor,  and  that  the  concussion 
caused  by  our  fire  was  so  severe  that  it, was  found 
impossible  to  keep  a  light  burning,  and  that  one 
of  the  guns  was  rendered  useless.  What  repairs 
have  been  made  are  not  known. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Plymouth,  that  they  are  evacuating 
the  place.  Several  guns  have  been  sent  up  the 
river,  and  large  loads  of  furniture  are  being  towed 
up  by  every  steamer.  The  guns  of  the  Southfield 
have  been  raised ;  one  has  been  sent  away,  and 
two  are  on  the  wharf  ready  for  transportation.  I 
have  informed  the  commanding  General  at  New- 
bem  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and 
signified  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  him  in  re- 
ts^ing  the  place  if  he  could  spare  the  necessary 
force,  as  I  have  heard  from  a  reliable  source  that 
they  have  but  two  hundred  men  and  the  ram  to 
guard  it.    *  •  *  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Doc.  18. 
DESTRUCTION    OF   THE   HATTERA8. 
CAPT.   RAPHAEL   SEMME8»S   REPORT. 
C.  S.  Steamer  Alab.vma,  Bahia,  May  17, 1863. 
I  ARBIYED  at  Galveston  (under  sail)  on  the 
eleventh  of  January,  and  just  before  nightfall 
made  the  enemy's  fleet  Ipng  off  the  bar,  consist- 
ing of  five  ships  of  war.    One  of  the  steamers  was 
soon  after  perceived  to  get  under  way,  and  steer 
in  our  direction.    I  ordered  steam  to  be  got  up» 
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but  set  sail  on  the  ship  m  a  decoy,  that  I  might 
entice  the  enemy's  ship  sufficiently  far  from  the 
fleet  to  ofier  her  battle.  I  wore  ship  and  stood 
away  from  the  bar,  permitting  the  enemy  to  ap- 
proach me  by  slow  degrees.  When  the  enemy 
had  approached  sufficiently  near,  I  took  in  all  sail, 
and  wearing  short  around,  ran  up  within  haiL  It 
was  now  dark,  it  being  about  seven  o'clock. 

The  enemy  bailed,  "  What  ship  is  that  ?  "  We 
responded.  "Her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel." 
The  reply  was, "  I  will  send  a  boat  on  board." 
We  now  hailed  in  turn,  to  know  who  the  enemy 
was,  and  when  we  had  received  the  reply  that  he 
WAS  the  **  United  States  steamer  Hatteras,"  we 
again  hailed  him,  and  informed  him  that  we  were 
the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  directed  the  First  Lieutenant  to  open 
fire  upon  him.  Our  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which  lasted,  however,  oniy 
thirteen  minutes,  as  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
enemy  fired  an  off  gun  and  showed  a  light ;  and 
upon  being  hailed  by  us  to  know  if  he  nad  sur- 
rendered, he  replied  that  he  had,  and  that  he  was 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  immediately  despatched 
boats  to  his  assistance,  and  had  just  time  to  re- 
move the  crew  when  the  ship  went  down. 

The  casualties  were  slight  on  both  sides,  al- 
though the  action  was  fought  at  a  distance  of  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  yards.  Our 
shot  all  told  on  his  hull  about  the  water  line, 
and  hence,  the  small  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  enemy — two  of  the  former 
and  three  of  Uie  latter.  We  had  none  killed  and 
only  one  wounded.    The  Hatteras  mounted  eight 

funs,  and  had  a  crew  of  eighteen  officers  and  one 
undred  and  eight  men.  The  Alabama  also 
mounted  eight  guns,  (with  a  small  captured  piece, 
a  twenty-four  pounder,  too  light  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice,) and  had  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
exclusive  of  officers.  Four  of  the  Hatteras'  guns 
were  Uiirty-two  pounders  —  the  same  calibre  as 
our  broadside  guns,  but  our  pivot  ^uns  were  heav- 
ier than  hers,  &8  being  the  only  disparity  between 
the  two  ships. 

We  received  a  few  shot  holes  from  the  enemy, 
doing  no  material  damage.  The  enemy's  steamer 
steamed  out  in  pursuit  of  us  soon  after  the  action 
commenced,  but  missed  us' in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  Being  embarrassed  with  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  I  steamed  directly  for  Jamaica,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  twentieth  of  January.  Here  I 
landed  my  prisoners,  repaired  damages,  coaled 
ship,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  I  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  again.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of 
January  I  touched  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
the  island  of  the  same  name,  and  landed  the  crews 
of  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  I  had  burned. 
/       I  sailed  again  on  the  same  day,  and  made  my  way 

to ,  thence  to  the  island  of ,  and  thence 

*  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday — burning, 
bonding,  and  destroying  enemy's  ships,  as  per  list 
enclosed.        I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Semmes, 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallobt, 

Seoretuy  of  the  Kavy. 


Doa  19. 

ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROY  THE  ALBEMARLE. 

CAPTAIN  M.  8M1TH»S  KEPORT. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabksktt,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  30, 18W.    S 

Sm :  I  have  to  report  that  an  efibrt  was  made 
on  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  P.  M., 
by  five  volunteers  from  the  steamer .Wyalusing,  to 
destroy  the  iron-clad  Albemarle. 

The  party  left  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth instant,  (having  made  a  reconnoissance 
two  days  before,)  and  ascended  the  Middle  River 
in  the  Mattabesett's  dingey,  with  two  torpedoes, 
(each  containing  one  hundred  pounds  of  powder,) 
and  their  appendages,  which  tney  transported  on 
a  stretcher  across  the  island  swamps.  Charles 
Baldwin,  coal-heaver,  and  John  W.  Lloyd,  cox- 
swain, then  swam  the  Roanoke  River,  with  a  line, 
and  hauled  the  torpedoes  over  to  the  Plymouth 
shore,  above  the  town.  They  were  then  connected 
by  a  bridle,  floated  down  with  the  current,  and 
guided  by  Charles  Baldwin,  who  designed  to 
place  them  across  the  bow  of  the  ram  —  one  on 
either  side  —  and  Allen  Crawford,  fireman,  who 
was  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
in  the  swamp,  was  to  explode  them  on  a  given 
signal 

Everything  had  worked  favorably  from  the  time 
of  starting,  until  the  torpedoes  were  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  ram,  when  Baldwin  was  discovered, 
and  hailed  by  a  sentry  on  the  wharf. 

Two  shots  were  then  fired,  and  a  volley  of  mus- 
ketry, which  induced  John  W.  Lloyd,  who  heard 
the  challenge  and  reports  of  small  arms,  to  cut 
the  guiding  line,  throw  away  the  coil,  and  swim 
the  river  again  to  join  John  Laverty,  fireman, 
who  was  left  in  charge  of  his  clothes  and  anna. 
These  two  men,  with  the  boat-keeper,  Benjamin 
Lloyd,  coal-heaver,  returned  to  the  ship  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  after  an  absence 
of  thirty-eight  hours  in  the  swamps,  encountering 
the  additional  discomfort  of  a  rainy  day  and 
night. 

Two  days'  unsuccessftd  search  was  made  for 
Baldwin  and  Crawford,  both  of  whom  made  their 
appearance  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
much  fatigued  by  travel,  and  somewhat  exhausted 
from  the  loss  of  rood.  No  traces  of  their  intended 
designs  were  left  behind  them.  I  cannot  too 
higmy  commend  this  party  for  their  courage,  xeal, 
and  unwearied  exertion  in  carrying  out  a  project 
that  had  for  some  time  been  under  consideration. 
The  plan  of  executing  it  was  their  own,  except  in 
some  minor  details,  and  although  defeated  in  their 

Surpose,  (by  accidentally- fouhng  a  schooner,)  I 
eem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  recommend  John 
W.  Lloyd  and  Charles  Baldwin  to  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  grade ;  and  that  all  receive  the  **  medal 
of  honor"  and  pecuniary  reward  awarded  by  act 
of  Congress  for  distinguished  services. 

Four  deserters  from  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle 
were  brought  on  board  by  the  picket  boat  yester- 
day, but  I  cannot,  without  delaying  the  army  boat, 
communicate  the  intelligence  they  bring..  They 
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state,  however,  that  the  ram  Neuse  is  afloat,  and 
ready  in  all  respects  for  service. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

^  Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  Carolina. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 
Commanding  North  Atlantie  Blockading  Sqoaclron. 


Doc.  20. 


SUSPENSION  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS.  WTTH 
RULES  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Al>JUTA2CT  AND  INSPECTOB  GBNBEAL'S  OFFICE,  { 

JEtiCHMOXD,  Va.,  March  10, 1864.     | 
General  Orders,  No,  31. 

L  The  following  Act  of  Congress  "  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Wnt  of*  Habeas  Corpus  in  certain 
cases,"  with  the  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  published  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned: 

[No.  73.] 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  privileg^e  of  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  m  certain  cases. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  provides,  in  article  first,  section 
m'ne,  paragraph  three,  that  "  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  un- 
less when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ; "  aid  whereas,  the 
power  of  suspending  the  privilege  of  said  writ,  as 
recognized  in  said  article  first,  is  vested  solely  in 
the  Congress,  which  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  such  suspension  j  and  whereas,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety  requires 
the  suspension  of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of 
the  invasion  of  these  states  by  the  armies  of  the 
United  States ;  and  whereas,  the  President  has 
asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  informed  Congress  of  conditions  of 
public  danger  which  render  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence, 
against  invasion  and  insurrection :  now,  therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that,  during  the  present  inva- 
sion of  the  Confederate  States,  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, suspended;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  or  detained 
by  order  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  general  officer  commanding  the  IVans-Missis- 
sippi  Military  Department,  bjr  the  authority  and 
unaer  the  control  of  the  President.  It  is  hereby 
declared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  is  to  provide  more  efiectually  for 
the  public  safety,  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  others : 

First.  Of  treason,  or  treasonable  efibrts  or 
borobinations  to  subvert  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Second.  Of  conspiracies  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment, or  conspiracies  to  resist  the  lawful  author- 
ities of  the  Confederate  States. 

Third.    Of  oombining  to  assist  ^e  enemy,  or 


of  communicating  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or 
giving  him  aid  and  comfort 

Fourth.  Of  conspiracies,  preparations,  and  at- 
tempts to  incite  servile  insurrection. 

Fifth.  Of  desertions,  or  encouraging  deser- 
tions, of  harboring  deserters,  and  of  attempts  to 
avoid  military  service :  Provided,  that  in  cases  of 
palpable  wrong  and  oppression  by  any  subordi- 
nate officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  legally 
owe  military  service,  his  superior  officer  shall 
grant  prompt  relief  to  the  oppressed  party,  and 
the  subordinate  shall  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Sixth.  Of  spies  and  other  emmissaries  of  the 
enemy. 

Seventh.  Of  holding  correspondence  or  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  without  necessity,  and 
without  the  permission  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Eighth.  Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy, 
and  other  ofiences  affainst  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  enacted  to  promote  their  success  in 
the  war. 

Ninth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  to  liberate 
prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  Confederate  States. 

Tenth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  or  prepa- 
rations to  aid  the  enemy. 

Eleventh.  Of  persons  advising  or  inciting 
others  to  abandon  the  Confederate  cause,  or  to 
resist  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
enemy. 

Twelfth.  Of  unlawfully  burning,  destroying,  or 
injuring,  or  attemptinff  to  burn,  destroy,  or  in- 
jure, an)r  bridge,  or  railroad,  or  telegraphic  line  of 
communication,  or  other  property,  with  the  intent 
of  aiding  the  enemy. 

Thirteenth.  Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair 
the  military  power  of  the  government,  by  destroy- 
ing, or  attempting  to  destroy,  the  vessels,  or 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  arsenals,  founderies, 
workshops,  or  other  property  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Sec.  2d.  The  President  shall  cause  proper  offi- 
cers to  investigate  the  cases  of  all  persons  so  ar- 
rested or  detained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  dis- 
charged, if  improperly  detained,  unless  they  can 
be  speedily  tried  in  the  due  course  of  law. 

Sec.  3d.  That,  during  the  suspension  aforesaid, 
no  military  or  other  officer  shall  be  compelled,  in 
answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in 
person,  or  to  return  the  body  of  any  person  or 
persons  detained  by  him  by  the  authority  of  the 
President,  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  offi- 
cer commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment :  but  upon  the  certificate  under  oath  of  the 
officer,  having  charge  of  any  one  so  detained, 
that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner, 
for  any  of  the  causes  hereinbefere  specified,  under  ' 
the  authority  aforesaid,  further  proceedings  under 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  immediately  cease, 
and  remain  suspended  so  long  as  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force. 

Sec.  4th.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for 
ninety  days  afler  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy :        James  M.  Matthews, 

Law  Clerk 
Approved  February  16,  1864. 
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n.  There  will  be  appointed  by  this  department, 
for  each  military  division  of  the  Confederacy  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  one  or  more  competent 
persons  as  commissioners  to  investigate  the  cases 
of  persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained  by 
any  military  authority,  for  any  cause  specified 
within  the  above  recited  act  Information  of  all 
such  arrests  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  as  soon  as  practicable  after  they 
are  made,  and  he  will  proceed  to  investigate  the 
same.  If,  upon  exammation,  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he 
will  certify  the  fact  to  the  General  or  otheir  officer 
in  command,  who  will  immediately  discharge  the 
prisoner  from  arrest.  But  if  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  does  appear,  the  commissioner  will 
forthwith  transmit  to  this  department  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with  his  opinion 
thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  pris- 
oner shall  remain  in  custody. 

m.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  who  has  been 
enlisted  in  the  army  under  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  public  defence,  or  to  raise 
troops  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  to  provide  for 
local  defence  and  special  service,  or  who  has  been 
enlisted  or  enrolled  for  service  under  the  acts  of 
Congress  further  to  provide  for  the  public  defence, 
or  has  been  placed  in  the  military  service  by  the 
act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during 
the  war,  approved  seventeenth  February,  1864, 
shall  be  held  in  custody  for  desertion  or  encour- 
aging desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of 
attempts  to  avoid  military  service,  or  of  holding 
correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  enemv 
without  necessity,  and  without  the  permission  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  of  combining  to  assist 
the  enemy,  or  of  communicating  inteOigence  to 
the  enemy,  or  of  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  or 
for  any  other  cause  specified  in  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  in  all  cases  in  which  any  person  not  belong- 
ing to  the  military  service  shall  be  held  in  custody 
by  any  mib'tary  authority  for  any  of  the  causes 
mentioned  in  the  act,  shtdl  apply  to  any  court  or 
officer  in  the  Confederate  States  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  it  will  bp  the  dutv  of  the  officer  hav- 
ing the  command  or  custody  of  such  person  forth- 
with to  report  the  case,  with  all  the  relevant  facts, 
to  the  War  Department  for  instructions  as  to  the 
proper  answer  to  be  made  to  such  writ,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  retain  the  custody  tind  control  of 
such  person  under  this  order,  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  officer  or  court  issu- 
ing the  writ,  as  afibrding  the  reason  why  time 
should  be  given  to  make  a  more  complete  return. 

rV.  In  all  cases  when  the  requisite  delay  can- 
not be  obtained,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
having  command  and  custody  of  persons  embvaced 
in  the  preceding  section,  or  who  may  have  in  cus- 
tody as  prisoners  any  person  charged  under  any 
of  the  sections  of  the  above  recited  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  make  a  special  return  in  writing,  and 
under  oath,  that  the  body  of  such  persons  so  de- 
tained by  lum  is  detainea  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he  declines,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  his  authority  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress'aforesaid,  to  produce  the  body  of  such  per- 


son, or  to  make  further  appearance  or  retom  to 
the  said  writ 

'  ^  y.  The  commanding  General  of  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department  will  perform  the  functions 
devolving  upon  the  War  Department,  under  these 
orders,  in  that  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 
By  order, 

S.  Cooper, 

A4)atant  and  Inspector-GenenL 


Doc.  21. 


OPERATIONS    AGAINST  THE  INDIANS. 
GENERAL  SIBLfiT'S    REPORT.* 

General  Sibley  left  Camp  Atchison,  on  the 
morning  of  July  twenty,  1863,  with  a  force  coniist- 
ing  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  infantry  and  five 
hundred  cavalry.  On  the  twenty-fourth,  at  one 
o'clock  p.  M.,  having  crossed  the  Great  Coteau  of 
the  Missouri,  and  while  the  General,  with  several 
officers,  was  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  main 
column,  scouts  came  up  reporting  a  large  force  of 
Indian  warriors  two  or  three  mues  distant  The 
train  was  immediately  corralled  upon  the  shore  of 
a  salt  lake,  and  an  intrenched  camp  rapidly  form- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crooks.  Mean- 
while the  Indians  were  rapidly  gathering  on  three 
sides  and  covering  die  hiUs  furound.  One  of  the 
scouts  succeeded  m  getting  within  speaking  dis- 
tance of  Red  Plume,  a  relative  and  Sisseton  ChieC 
who  told  him  to  warn  General  Sibley  that  thfi 
plan  of  the  Indians  was  to  invite  a  council  with 
the  superior  officers,  shoot  them  down,  and  thea 
make  a  rush  upon  the  camp  in  great  force.  Other 
Indians  approached  near  where  the  scouts  were 
stationed,  and  commenced  conversing  with  them, 
pretending  to  be  desirous  of  making  peace.  Sor^ 
geon  Weiser  rode  up  and  joined  the  scouts,  when 
a  young  brave,  probably  mistaking  him  firom  lui 
uniform  for  a  commanding  officer,  manifested  great 
delight  at  seeing  hira,  and  gradually  approadiing 
in  this  way,  suddenly  shot  him  through  the  heart 
A  general  engagement  followed,  the  Lidians  com- 
mencing the  attack  under  shelter  of  the  surround- 
ing ridges.  Colonel  McPhail,  with  a  detachment 
of  rangers,  was  ordered  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  hill  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot,  su^ 
ported  by  the  Seventh  regiment  and  Captam 
Edgerton^s  company  of  the  Tenth.  General  Sib- 
ley, with  a  six-pounder  under  chaive  of  Lieuten- 
ant Whipple,  took  possession  of  Big  Mound, 
across  a  ravine,  which  the  Indians  had  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  poiu*ed  into  this  ravine  a  raking 
fire  with  spherical  case,  soon  driving  them  from 
their  cover  into  the  broken  prairie.  The  rangers, 
8up])orted  by  the  Seventh,  steadily  advanced, 
driving  the  Indians  from  ridge  to  ridge,  until  finally 
they  fled  in  confusion.  This  was  upon  the  right 
of  the  camp.  Upon  the  left  Colonel  Crooks  and 
Colonel  Averill  deployed  portions  of  the  Sixth 
regiment  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  savapes 
before  them,  routing  them  from  point  to  point 
until  at  length  they  also  took  to  mght     General 

•  See  Docnmeot,  ptge  881,  voL  7,  B.  B.- 
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Sibley,  from  an  overlooking  height,  saw  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  in  confused  retreat,  while 
their  families  were  described  crossing  the  distant 
hills  towards  the  Missouri  River.  Colonel  Mc- 
Phail,  with  his  ro)?iment,  was  ordered  to  fall  upon 
tha  rear  of  the  retreating  foe,  supported  bv  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Marshall  with  the  Seventh,  Cap- 
tain Edgerton's  company,  and  one  six-pounder 
and  a  section  of  howitzers,  under  Captain  Jones. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  until  dark,  the  infantry 
following  the  mounted  men  at  double-quick.  An 
order  from  General  Sibley  to  Colonel  McPhail,  to 
bivouac  at  nightfall,  was  by  mistake  given  as  an 
order  to  return,  so  that  these  wearied  men,  after 
marching  from  five  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the 
afternoon,  then  fighting  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
for  twelve  miles,  were  obliged  to  spend  the  whole 
long  night  in  picking  their  way  through  the  dark- 
ness back  to  tne  mam  colunm,  which  they  reached 
just  as  it  was  about  to  move.  It  consequently  be- 
came imperatively  necessary  to  rest  a  day  in  camp. 
On  the  twenty-sixth,  the  httle  army  was  again  m 
motion.  Arriving  at  the  place  where  the  Indians 
had  been  encamped,  there,  and  for  miles  beyond, 
large  stores  of  dried  meat,  tallow,  cooking  utensils, 
boffalo  robes,  &c.,  were  found  and  burned.  This 
loss  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  Indians.  A  march 
of  twelve  miles  brought  the  column  to  Dead 
Buffalo  Lake,  and  there  being  neither  wood  nor 
water  for  a  long  distance  ahead,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  give  the  men  and  animals  rest  here. 
Indians  soonbe^n  to  menace  the  camp.  Captain 
Chase,  with  his  pioneers,  (Company  A,  Ninth 
regiment,)  and  Captain  Jones,  with  a  section  of 
his  six-pound  battery,  were  thrown  forward  about 
six  hundred  yards  to  an  excellent  elevation,  and 
were  joined  by  Colonel  Crooks,  with  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Sixth,  (A  and  B.)  The  enemy  at  that 
point  far  outnumbered  this  force,  but  maintained 
a  safe  distance,  and  were  soon  scattered  by 
spherical  case.  They  then  crossed  for  an  attack 
upon  the  left  of  the  camp,  when  Captain  Taylor, 
with  Company  A,  of  the  rangers,  was  sent  to  op- 
pose them.  He  held  a  largeh'  superior  force  m 
check,  until  reenforced  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Averill,  with  two  companies  of  the  Sixth.  The 
Indians  still  concentrating  on  the  left  and  threaten- 
ing a  flank  movement.  Major  McLaren  moved  six 
companies  of  the  Sixth  on  an  extended  b'ne,  so  as 
to  cover  that  direction  effectually,  while  Captains 
Wilson  and  Davy,  with  their  companies  of  ran- 
gers, made  a  rapid  dash,  which  repulsed  the  enemy 
^th  considerable  loss.  A  precipitate  flight  folk 
lowed,  the  Indians  leaving  their  dead  upon  the 
field.    Thus  ended  the  second  lesson. 

The  third  battle  was  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the 
march  on  the  twenty-seventh  being  only  eighteen 
miles,  on  account  of  the  utter  exhaustion  of  the 
tnimals.  The  ball  was  opened  by  the  Tenth  regi- 
ment, whose  turn  it  was  to  be  in  advance.  The 
oolunm  was  moving  out  of  camp,  when  the  scout 
cwne  shouting,  "  They  are  coming,*'  closely  fol- 
lowed by  about  two  thousand  Indians.  As  the 
enemy  came  over  the  brow  of  the  hills  in  front, 
and  got  a  view  of  "  the  situation  "  —  the  Tenth 
legimebt  rapidly  deploying  to  meet  them,  and  two 


sections  of  the  battery  in  position  for  work  —  one 
Indian  was  heard  to  cry,  "  We  are  too  late,  they 
are  ready  for  us !  "  and  another  to  answer,  "  But 
remember  our  children  and  families ;  we  must  not 
let  them  get  them." 

They  immediately  spread  out  right  and  left, 
outflanking  the  Tenth  on  both  extremes.  The 
firing  in  firont  was  very  spirited  and  disastrous  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  quite  busily  employed  in 
carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  train 
was  just  at  this  moment  filing  out  of  the  corral, 
and  the  other  regiment  not  naving  taken  their 
positiont  the  advance  had  to  be  checked,  to  pre- 
vent the  exposure  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  teams  and  supplies.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  get  possession  of  some  broken, 
rocky  ground  in  the  rear  and  close  upon  the  train, 
but  this  movement  was  checked  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  Seventh  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Western,  with  a  section  of  the  battery, 
and  one  battalion  of  cavalry ;  and  the  foe  were 
speedily  repulsed  and  driven  from  their  partially 
gained  cover.  The  Sixth  regiment,  with  a  battal- 
ion of  cavalry,  held  the  centre  of  the  column,  and 
deploying  to  the  right  held  the  Indians  in  check 
in  that  direction,  while  the  left  wing  of  the  same 
regiment  stretched  southward  towards  the  lake. 
The  first  onset  being  successfully  resisted,  the 
order  was  given  to  move  forward,  and  the  whole 
column  at  once  proceeded  with  a  steadiness  and 
valor  which  completely  disconcerted  the  savages, 
who  speedily  retreated,  anxious  to  join  their  fam- 
ilies on  the  other  side  of  the  Missouri.  General 
Sibley  reached  the  woods  skirting  the  shore  short- 
ly after  noon  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  Sixth  regi- 
ment being  in  advance.  Colonel  Crooks  was 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods  to  the  river,  assisted 
by  the  battery,  and  in  a  short  time  our  men  were 
upon  the  bank.  The  opposite  bluff  was  lined 
with  Indians,  who  opened  a  spirited  fire,  but  at  too 
long  range  to  be  dangerous  at  aU.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Averill's  detachment  replied  with  more 
effect  The  evidence  of  crossing  in  a  disastrous 
haste  abounded  everywhere.  Ail  their  transpor- 
tation had  been  abandoned,  and  many  women  and 
children  were  drowned. 

Long  and  rapid  marches,  want  of  water  and 
forage,  days  of  nghting  and  nights  of  watchings, 
and  the  rapidly  lessening  stock  of  provisions, 
compelled  Ueneral  Sibley  here  to  relinquish  the 
further  pursuit.  The  Indians  were  now  upon  a 
river  which  they  could  cross  and  recross  with 
more  facility  than  our  soldiers,  and  which  was 
bordered  by  almost  impenetrable  thickets  —  the 
prickly  ash  abounding.  The  animals,  especially, 
were  in  a  position  which  precluded  any  more  rapid 
or  sustained  marches. 

'Pwo  days  were  spent  upon  the  branches  of  the 
Missouii,  and  for  three  successive  evenings  can- 
non were  fired  and  signal  rockets  sent  up,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  General  Sully  might  be  within 
answering  distance ;  and  on  the  first  instant,  after 
thoroughly  destroying  the  stuff  abandoned  by  the 
Indians,  the  camp  was  broken  up,  and  the  expe- 
ditionary force  again  in  motion,  homeward  bound. 
The  point  on  the  Missouri  reached  by  General 
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Sibley,  was  in  latitude  46*^  42f,  longitude  100°  35^, 
about  forty  miles  by  land  below  Fort  Clark.  The 
distance  from  Fort  Snelling,  by  line  of  march, 
was  made  by  Colonel  Crooks  to  be  five  hundred 
and  eight-five  miles. 

A   DETAILED  NARRATIVE.  — THE   BATTLE  OP 
THE   BIG   MOUND. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  about  one  o'clock, 
as  the  column  was  moving  along  the  western  base 
of  a  great  hill  or  ridge  of  the  Coteau  Missouri, 
scouts  who  were  in  the  advance  returned  Vith  the 
report  that  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
large  camp  of  Indians.  Other  scouts  came  who  had 
seen  the  Indians,  and  believed  them  to  be  preparing 
in  great  numbers  to  engage  us — that  they  were 
then  collecting  in  the  rocky  ravines  and  behind  the 
ridges  of  the  great  hill.  Soon  the  Indians  were 
on  the  Big  Mound,  the  highest  peak  of  the  hill. 
The  train  was  turned  off  to  the  right  a  little  way, 
and  corralled  on  a  salt  lake. 

Details  of  men  were  made  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments,  ^o  that  a  small  number  of  men  could 
defend  the  train  and  camp,  while  the  main  force 
should  be  engaged  elsewhere.  The  camp  was 
encircled  by  the  several  regiments,  with  the  ar- 
tillery placed  at  intervals  between  them.  The 
Big  Mound  was  directly  east  of  camp,  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  distant  —  a  succession  of  hills,  or  the 
broken  side  of  the  bighill,  rising  from  the  camp 
to  the  Big  Mound.  There  was  a  ravine  directly 
east  of  camp,  which  extended  nearly  to  the  Big 
Mound. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  |)laced  on  the  north 
side  of  the  corral,  its  left  resting  on  the  lake ;  the 
Tenth  regiment  next  to  the  Sixth,  fronting  north- 
east, and  to  the  lefl  of  the  ravine ;  the  Seventh 
regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth,  fronting  east 
and  south-east  on  the  ravine ;  the  cavalry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  camp,  with  iU  right  flank  on  the 
lake. 

These  dispositions  had  hardly  been  made  before 
the  report  of  firearms  was  heard  on  the  hill  di- 
rectly m  front  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Some  of 
the  scouts  had  gone  part  way  up  the  hill,  and 
were  talking  with  the  Indians.  iJoctor  Weiser, 
surgeon  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  joined  them, 
and  shook  hands  with  one  or  two  Indians  whom 
he  had  probably  known  at  Shakopee.  One  Indian 
advanced  and  shot  him  through  the  heart.  He 
fell,  and  died  without  speaking  a  word.  The  scouts 
fired,  and  the  Indians  fell  back  behind  the  ridge, 
returning  the  fire,  one  shot  taking  effect  upon 
scout  Solon  Stevens,  of  Mankato.  It  provea  to 
be  but  a  slight  wound  in  the  hip.  The  ball  had 
first  passed  through  his  rubber  blanket,  which  was 
rolled  up  on  his  saddle.  'An  ambulance  was 
promptly  sent  out,  which  met  the  body  of  Doctor 
Weiser,  betng  brought  in  on  a  horse. 

The  first  battalion  of  cavalry  —  Captains  Taylor, 
Wilson,  and  Anderson's  companies  —  was  prompt- 
ly ordered  to  the  scene  of  Doctor  Weiser  s  death, 
where  the  scouts  were  skirmishing  with  the  In- 
dians. They  found  the  ground  so  broken  that 
they  dismounted  and  sent  their  horses  back  to 


camp.  Major  Bradley,  with  Captains  Stevens  and 
Gilfillan's  companies  of  the  Seventh,  were  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  cavalry.  The  General,  with 
a  six-pounder,  advanced  to  a  hill  on  the  left  of  the 
ravine,  and  began  to  shell  the  Indians  at  the  head 
of  the  mvine  and  about  the  Big  Mound.  Captain 
Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth  supported  the 
the  six-pounder. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed  on  the  foot 
hills  in  front  of  its  line,  to  the  north  and  north- 
east of  camp.  Captain  Bank's  company  of  the 
Seventh,  on  the  right  of  the  Sixtn  regiment 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  remaining 
five  companies  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Captains 
Kennedy,  Williston,  Hall,  Carter,  and  Arnold 
advanced  up  the  ravine  towards  the  Big  Mound, 
and  deployed  on  the  left  of  the  dismounted  cav- 
alry and  Major  Bradley's  line. 

The  artillery,  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  General,  drove  the  Indians  out  from  the  head  of 
the  ravine  and  from  about  the  Big  Mound.  They 
fell  back  to  the  table  land  east  of  the  mound,  and 
into  the  broken  ridges  and  ravines  southward. 
They  had  come  from  that  quarter,  their  camp  be- 
ing found  around  the  hill,  about  five  miles  horn 
our  camp. 

The  snelling  they  got  near  the  Big  Mound  pre- 
vented their  getting  around  to  the  northwara  in 
any  considertu)le  numbers.  THey  were  massed  in 
the  broken  ground  to  the  south  of  the  mound. 

The  line  of  the  Seventh  regiment  and  the  three 
companies  of  cavalry  named  advanced  steadily  and 
rapidly,  pouring  a  constant  fire  into  the  Indians, 
which  reached  them  before  their  shorter  range 
guns  could  have  any  effect  on  our  troops.  The 
left  of  the  Seventh  crossed  the  summit  range  just 
to  the  right  of  the  mound,  and  flanking  the  right 
of  the  Indians,  swept  around  to  the  southward 
and  pursued  the  Indians  into  and  through  the 
ridges  and  ravines  on  the  east  of  the  ranee,  while 
Major  Bradley  and  Captains  Taylor  ana  Ander- 
son pressed  them  hotly  on  the  west  side.  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  of  the  ca^^lry,  crossed  to  the  rignt 
of  the  mound,  and  pursued  some  Indians  that  sep- 
arated from  the  main  body  and  retreated  more 
directly  eastward. 

The  Indians  were  thus  pursued  three  or  four 
miles,  and  until  ihev  were  completely  dislodged 
and  driven  from  the  nills  to  a  broad  plain  south- 
ward. They  would  try  to  hold  ridge  after  ridge, 
and  to  cover  themselves  in  the  ravines,  but  uie 
better  weapons  of  the  whites  were  too  much  for 
them.  They  were  sparing  of  ammunition,  and 
probably  not  over  half  had  firearms.  Their  num- 
ber exceeded  a  thousand  warriors. 

As  they  were  precipitately  retreating  down  the 
ravines  towards  the  plain,  after  the  last  stand,  two 
companies  of  cavalry.  Captain  Austin's  and  Lieu- 
tenant Barton's,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  McPhail,  took  the  advance  and  charged 
the  Indians,  doing  execution.  Corporal  Hauep 
was  shot  in  the  snoulder  by  an  Indian  he  was 
riding  on  to.  Colonel  McPhail  thrust  his  sabre 
through  the  Indian.  It  was  here  that  a  stroke  of 
lightnmg  killed  private  John  Murphy,  of  Gom- 
'  pany  B,  and  his  horse,  and  stunned  another  cav- 
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alr)r2nan.  Colonel  McPhaQ's  grasp  was  loosened 
on  his  sword  by  the  shock.  He  thought  a  shell 
had  fallen  among  them.  This  momentarily 
checked  the  charge  and  rendered  it  less  efiective, 
the  Indians  getting  out  on  the  plain,  where  their 
immense  numbers  deterred  any  further  charge 
until  the  cavalry  could  be  reenforced. 

Lieutenant-Ciolonel  Marshall  had  lefl  his  line 
for  a  moment,  and,  taking  care  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Phail*8  right  flank,  charged  down  the  hill  with  the 
rangers.  In  an  effort  to  cut  off  some  Indians  to 
the  right,  he  got  into  rather  closf  quarters  with 
some  of  them.  The  thunder-stroke  checked  the 
the  cavalrymen  that  he  thought  were  following 
him  in  the  dash.  He  wheeled  Ins  horse  in  time 
to  avoid  a  single-handed  encounter  with  a  dozen 
warriors. 
4  While  the  dismounted  companies  of  cavalry 
'  were  getting  their  horses  from  camp,  and  Captains 
Rubles's,  Davy's,  and  Lieutenant  Johnston's  com- 
panies, that  had  been  on  the  right  of  the  hDl  with 
Major  Bradley,  were  being  formed  for  the  pur- 
suit, the  Indians  had  got  three  or  four  miles  away. 
Their  families  had  been  started  ahead,  and  the 
warriors  were  covering  the  rear  of  the  train.  The 
cavalry  pursued,  and  the  Seventh  regiment  fol- 
lowed on.  Lieutenant  Whipple's  section  of  the 
battery  was  sent  forward,  and  Company  B,  of  the 
Tenth,  to  support  it.  The  cavalrv  reached  the 
Indians  before  dark,  and  made  five  successive 
charges  on  their  rear,  killing  a  great  number. 
The  battery  and  the  Seventh  regiment  were  not 
up  in  time  to  take  a  hand. 

The  Indians  fought  desperately.  One  stalwart 
warrior,  with  an  American  flag  wrapped  around 
him  theatrically,  fired  twice  while  the  cavalry 
were  within  twenty  rods  charging  upon  him,  his 
balls  taking  effect  m  the  overcoats  and  saddle  of 
private  Green,  and  rubber  blanket  of  Carlson,  of 
Company  F.  The  Indian  got  the  powder  down, 
but  not  the  ball,  for  the  third  load,  which  he  dis- 
charged at  the  breast  of  Archy  McNee,  of  Com- 
pany F,  of  course  without  effect.  He  then  clubbed 
his  musket  and  struck  Carlson,  nearly  unhorsing 
him.  A  dozen  carbine  balls  were  put  into,  and 
then  he  had  to  be  sabred  to  finish  him. 

Gustaf  Stark,  of  Company  B,  was  killed  in  one 
of  these  charges,  and  Andrew  Moore  dangerously, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

The  cavaby  boys  took  twenty-one  scalps  in 
this  charee. 

Colonel  McPhail  had  told  them  that  it  was  very 
barbarous  to  take  scalps,  but  th|it  he  wouldn't 
believe  any  man  had  killed  an  Indian  unless  he 
showed  the  hair,  and  enough  of  it  so  that  two 
locks  couldn't  be  taken  from  the  same  head. 

The  trail  of  the  Indians  was  strewed  with  tons 
of  dried  buffalo  meat,  pemmican,  robes  and  un- 
dressed buffalo  skins,  besides  camp  furniture.  It 
was  a  wild  flight,  in  which  they  abandoned  every- 
thing that  impeded. them.  Much  of  this  stuff 
they  left  in  camp. 

The  Seventh  regiment,  with  Company  B  of  the 
Tenth,  had  reached  a  point  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  camp,  the  artillery  a  point  farther  advanced, 
while  Colonel  McPhail  was  engaged  fifteen  miles 


from  camp.  Darkness  came  on,  and  Colonel 
Marshall  ordered  a  bivouac  of  his  men,  and  Cap- 
tain Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth.  Guards 
were  posted,  and  the  exhausted  men  had  laid 
down  to  sleej),  when  Colonel  McPhail  returned 
on  his  way  to  camp,  having  received  an  order  not 
to  pursue  after  dark,  and  —  mistakenly  delivered 
—  to  return  to  camp.  The  General  intended  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  Colonel  McPhail  to 
bivouac  or  return  to  camp  accordingly,  as  he 
might  have  got  many  miles  away,  or  be  near  to 
camp.  The  infantry  joined  the  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  marched  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing before  reaching  camp,  having  been  twenty- 
four  hours  marching  or  fighting,  and  since  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  water. 

The  General  was  just  ready  to  leave  camp  with 
the  other  forces,  but  the  exhausted  condition  of 
the  men  and  cavalry  horses  that  had  been  out  all 
night,  precluded  the  march  that  day.  This  un- 
fortunate mistake  delayed  the  pursuit  two  days, 
for  it  required  the  next  day's  march,  the  twenty- 
sixth,  to  reach  the  point  of  the  cavalry  fight  on 
the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth. 

THB  BATTLB  OF  DEAD  BUFFALO  LAKE. 

Camp  was  moved  on  the  twenty-fifth,  three 
miles,  on  to  the  great  hill,  where  a  pond  of 
fresh  water  and  grass  were  found.  Lieutenant 
Freeman's  and  Murphy's  and  Starr's  bodies  were 
buried  at  Camp  Sidney,  below  the  hill.  Doctor 
Weiser's  was  buried  at  Camp  Whitney,  on  the 
•hilL 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  Dead  Buffalo  Lake  reached  about  noon. 
The  Indians  were  seen  in  the  distance  advan- 
cing towards  us.  It  was  not  known  that  there 
was  any  good  camping-place  within  reach  that 
day  ahead,  and  it  was  decided  to  go  into  camp 
on  the  lake. 

Lieutenant  Whipple's  six-pounders  were  ad- 
vanced to  a  hill  half  a  mile  in  advance,  towards 
the  Indians,  and  the  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed 
forward,  to  support  the  battery  and  engage  the 
Indians. 

The  Indians  circled  around,  got  on  the  high  , 
knolls  and  ridges,  and  took  observations,  but 
seemed  indisposed  to  pitch  in.  The  artillery 
shelled  them  when  they  ventured  near  enough, 
and  the  skirmishers  gave  them  shots  when  they 
approached  anywhere  near  camp. 

Thus  some  hours  passed  without  the  Indians 
developing  their  purpose.  A  large  portion  of 
them  kept  out  of  sight  Finally,  aoout  three 
o'clock,  a  mounted  force  of  Indians  suddenly 
dashed  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp,  where 
mules  had  been  turned  out  to  graze,  and  where 
teamsters  were^  getting  grass. 

The  Indians  had  almost  reached  them,  when 
Captains  Wilson's  and  Davy's  companies  of  cav- 
alry —  the  latter  under  Lieutenant  Kidder  —  put- 
ting their  horses  to  the  jump,  dashed  upon  the 
Indians,  and  so  dismayed  them  that  they  wheeled 
their  ponies  to  escape,  but  not  in  time  to  escape 
the  carbine  shots,  followed  by  the  revolver  and 
sabre,  and  left  a  goodly  number  of  the  red  devils 
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on  the  field.  Some  of  the  scoats  did  good  ser- 
vice in  this  charge. 

One  wounded  Indian  tried  to  escape  by  seizing 
his  horse's  tail,  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
pony  got  a  shot  in  the  shoulder.  John  Piatt,  of 
Company  L,  dashed  up  to  finish  the  Indian  with 
his  revolver,  but  it  didn't  go  off,  and  before  he 
could  check  his  horse  he  was  upon  the  Indian, 
who  had  reserved  a  shot  in  his  gun,  which  he  fired 
into  the  thigh  and  bowels  of  poor  Piatt,  giving 
him  his  death  wound.  Joe  Campbell,  one  of  the 
scouts,  tried  to  save  Piatt,  but  it  was  too  late. 
Campbell's  shot,  fired  at  the  same  instant  that  the 
Indian  fired  the  fatal  shot  at  Piatt,  went  through 
the  vitals  of  the  savage  and  finished  him.  Piatt's 
comrades,  exasperated  at  his  mortal  wound,  tore 
the  Indian's  sciEdp  from  his  head  before  he  was 
dead. 

A  part  of  the  Sixth  regiment,  under  Major 
McLaren,  had  returned  to  camp,  and  was  on  their 
color  line,  on  the  side  where  the  Indians  made 
the  dash.  They  promptly  advanced  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  cavalry,  and  took  a  hand  in.  Thus 
the  Sixth,  among  the  infantry  regiments,  on  this 
day  did  the  fighting.  The  cava&y  and  artillery 
in  this,  as  in  the  previous  and  subseouent  engage- 
ment, had  always  their  full  share  or  work.  The 
Indians  appeared  on  the  south  side  of  the  camp, 
out  of  range,  but  made  no  further  attack. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  STONT  LAKE. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  and  the  trail,  still  marked  by  robes 
and  other  articles,  was  followed  towards  the 
Missouri  River. 

We  camped,  after  a  march  of  nearly  twenty 
miles,  on  a  small  lake  half  a  mile  long  and  twen- 
ty rods  wide. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  just  as 
the  rear  of  the  train  was  filing  around  the  south 
end  of  the  lake,  the  advance  being  nearly  to  the 
top  of  a  long  hill  that  we  were  ascending,  the 
Indians  suddenly  made  their  appearance  in  front 
and  on  the  flanks,  rapidly  circling  around  to  the 
rear.  They  were  in  immense  numbers,  seemingly 
•all  mounted. 

Major  Jo.  Brown,  ^ide,  and  some  of  the 
scouts,  who  were  in  advance,  narrowly  escaped 
being  gobbled  up.  The  Tenth  regiment.  Colonel 
Baker,  which  was  in  the  advance,  promptly  and 
gallantly  met  the  attack  in  front,  which  was  the 
first  demonstration  of  the  Indians.  The  artillery 
was  quickly  brought  into  play,  and  the  savages 
drew  back  to  a  safe  distance.  Colonel  Crooks,  with 
the  Sixth  regiment,  on  the  right  flank,  held  them 
at  bay,  and  effectually  guarded  the  train,  while 
the  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  the  Seventh  regiment 
and  cavalry  in  the  rear,  presented  an  unassailable 
line.  The  Indians  got  partly  under  cover  of 
broken  ground  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake,  but 
were  soon  dislodged  by  the  fire  of  Lieutenant 
Western's  section  of  the  battery,  and  a  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Seventh.  One  shot  from  an 
Indian,*evidently  aimed  at  Colonel  Marshall,  while 
he  was  locating  a  howitzer,  struck  the  groimd  at 
his  feet.    The  most  determined  effort,  however, 


to  make  a  breach,  was  in  front,  and  was  fiurly  re- 
sisted by  the  Tenth  regiment,  so  that  it  had  its 
day  of  fighting. 

The  Indians,  as  they  came  on  at  first,  were 
heard  to  say,  *'  It  is  too  late,  it  is  too  late,"  en- 
dently  having  expected  to  surprise  us  in  camp. 
Another  Indum  answered,  "  We  must  fight  for  our 
children." 

After  reconnoitring  all  sides  of  the  train,  and 
finding  it  girt  with  a  wall  of  fire,  they  seemed  to 
think  it  was  no  use  to  make  an  assault  After 
seeing  that  the  proper  dispositions  had  been  made 
for  guarding  the  train,  tne  General  ordered  the 
column  to  move  forward,  regardless  of  the  Indi- 
ans. The  Indians  seeing  our  purpose  to  press  on 
towards  their  families,  quickly  withdrew,  the  whole 
demonstration  not  delaying  the  march  over  two 
hours.  i 

General  Sibley,  Major  Brown,  and  others,  es- 
timated the  number  of  Indians  engaged  this  day 
at  over  two  thousand.  In  the  battle  of  Big 
Mound  were  all  the  lower  Indians,  the  Sissetoans, 
and  part  of  the  Yanktonais.  In  the  last  day's 
fight,  that  of  Stony  Lake,  they  had  been  reen- 
forced  by  another  camp  of  Yanktonais  and  some 
Tetons  from  the  west  side  of  Missouri  River.  We 
captured  a  Teton  boy,  who  had  no  gun,  and  was 
subsequently  released  at  the  Missouri  River. 
This  Teton  and  an  old  squaw  were  the  only  pris- 
oners taken  in  battle  or  near  a  battle.  The  sup- 
plications for  the  Hfe  of  the  wretches,  when  they 
nad  fired  their  last  shot,  were  generally  met  by 
sabre  thrust  that  finished  them. 

No  more  Indians  were  encountered  until  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri  were  reached,  the  mominff 
of  the  twenty-ninth.  The  Indians  had  made  good 
use  of  the  night,  and  got  their  families  and  ponies 
over.  Their  wagons,  to  the  number  of  over  one 
hundred,  and  a  remnant  of  their  plunder,  that  had 
not  been  strewn  along  the  route  of  their  flight,  was 
left  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Themselves 
covered  the  bluffs  on  the  west  side. 

The  Sixth  re^ment,  then  in  the  advance,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  through  the  woods  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  river.  As  they  were  starting 
to  return,  a  heavy  volley,  that  came  from  the 
high  grass  on  the  opposite  bank,  fell  harmless 
about  them  or  short  of  them.  They  stopped  a 
moment  to  return  it,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  effect. 

While  Colonel  Crooks  was  at  the  river,  the  Gen- 
eral sent  an  order  by  Lieutenant  Beever,  aid-de- 
camp. While  returning  with  an  answer.  Lieuten- 
ant Beever  mistook  a  trail  that  led  down  the  river, 
where  his  body  was  found  next  day  pierced  by  three 
arrows  and  a  balL  He  had  also  wounds  from  a 
tomahawk  on  his  head.  His  horse  lay  near  him. 
Two  pools  of  blood,  twenty  paces  from  his  body, 
indicated  that  two  of  his  murderers  had  paid 
dearly  for, his  life.  On  the  same  trail  was  found 
the  body  of  private  Nicholas  3Iiller,  of  Company 
K,  Sixth  regiment,  who  had  made  the  same  mis- 
take in  taking  the  trail  that  Beever  had. 

Two  days  were  passed  in  camp  at  the  mouth 
of  Apple  Creek,  on  the  Missouri,  opposite  Burnt 
Boot  bland«  and  then  the  homewa^  march  was 
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FBsamed.  The  expedition  had  but  fifteen  days' 
rations,  nine  or  ten  of  which  would  he  consumed 
in  returning  to  Camp  Atchison.  It  would  take 
two  or  three  days  to  cross  the  Blissouri,  so  that 
all  the  Burolus  would  have  been  consumed  in 
crossing  ana  reerossing  the  river. 

The  animaUwere  completely  worn  down.  Over 
twelve  miles  a  day  could  not  be  made  on  the 
scantv  feed  they  were  getting.  It  would,  there- 
fore, have  been  useless  to  go  farther.  Much  had 
been  accomplished.  Forty-four  bodies  of  war- 
riors had  been  found — many  more  carried  off 
and  concealed.  The  season's  supplies  of  meat 
and  clothing  material,  and  their  wagons,  de- 
stroyed. The  bowlings  of  the  squaws  that  came 
across  the  river  told  the  tale  of  their  misery  and 
despair. 

If  General  Sully  shall  arrive  and  take  up  the 
pursuit,  their  destruction  can  be  rendered  com- 
plete. 

The  body  of  Lieutenant  Freeman,  killed  by  the 
Indians,  was  promptly  recovered,  and  buried  at 
Camp  Siblej,  near  the  Big  Mound.  The  scouts 
who  were  with  Lieutenant  Freeman  and  Mr.  Brack- 
ett  did  not  give  themselves  up  to  the  hostile  In- 
dians, but  imide  their  way,  mmus  horses,  directly 
to  camp.  Lieutenant  Freeman  was  killed  on  the 
east  side  of  the  hill,  about  the  time  the  battle 
began  on  the  west  side.  The  scouts  gave  the 
same  account  of  the  affair  that  Mr.  Brackett 
did.  Search  was  made  that  evening  for  Mr. 
Brackett,  but  he  could  not  be  tracked  on  the 
dry  prairie. 

The  following  is  the  official  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  as  reported  by  Medical  Director 
Wharton: 

The  Killed. 

Surgeon  J.  S.  Weiser,  First  Minnesota  mount- 
ed rangers. 

Private  Gustaf  Stark,  Company  B,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers. 

Private  Nicholas  Miller,  Company  K,  Sixth 
Minnesota  volunteers. 

Tlie  above  were  killed  in  the  battles  above 
described.    To  Uiese  must  be  added  the  name  of 

Lieutenant  Freeman,  Company  D,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers,  who  was  killed  in  the 
a&ir  from  which  Mr.  Brackett  had  such  a  narrow 
escape. 

Private  John  Murphy,  First  Minnesota  mounted 
rangers,  killed  by  ligntning. 

Wounded. 

Private  John  Piatt,  Company  L,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rifles,  woundea  in  right  groin ; 
since  died. 

Private  Andrew  Moore,  Company  B,  mortally 
shot  in  right  side. 

Corporal  William  B.  Hazlep,  Company  B,  in 
rigbt  shoulder  joint ;  recovering. 

Sergeant  James  O.  Gradv,  Company  L,  First 
Minnesota  mounted  rifles ;  flesh  wound  in  thigh. 

Making  eight  deaths  by  wounds  or  casualties, 
and  two  slightly  wounded. 


GENBBAL  SIBLET*S   OBDEB. 

The  following  order  was  read  on  dress  parade 
on  the  evening  of  July  thirty-first: 

Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  NORTH-WKftT, 


>TA,  ) 
'.ftT,  > 
3.      ) 


Camp  Slaughter,  July  31, 1863. 
To  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Expeditionary 

Forces  in  Camp : 

General  Order  No.  51 :  In  the  Field.  — 
It  is  proper  for  the  Brigadier-Oeneral  command- 
ing to  announce  to  you  that  the  march  to  the 
west  and  south  is  completed,  and  that  on  to- 
morrow the  column  will  proceed  homeward,  to 
discharge  such  other  duties  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  expedition,  on  the  way,  as  may  from 
.time  to  time  present  themselves. 

In  making  this  announcement.  General  Sibley 
expresses  also  his  high  gratificatioit  that  the  cam- 
paign has  been  a  complete  success.  The  design 
of  the  government  in  chastening  the  savages,  and 
thereby  preventing  for  the  future  the  raids  upon 
the  frontier,  has  been  accomplished.  You  have 
routed  the  miscreants  who  murdered  our  people 
last  year,  banded  as  they  were  with  the  powerful 
Upper  Sioux  to  the  number  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  in  three  successful  engagements, 
with  heavy  loss,  and  di^ven  them  in  confusion 
and  dismay  across  the  Missouri  River,  leaving 
behind  them  all  their  vehicles,  provisions  and  skins 
designed  for  clothing,  which  have  been  destroyed. 
Forty-four  bodies  of  warriors  have  been  found, 
and  many  others  concealed  or  taken  away,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  these  savages,  so  that  it  is 
certain  they  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  not  less 
than  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  All  this  has  been  accom- 
plished with  the  comparatively  trifling  loss  on 
our  part  of  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded. 
You  have  marched  nearly  six  hundred  miles  from 
St.  Paul,  and  the  powerful  bands  of  the  Dakotahs, 
who  have  hitherto  held  undisputed  possession  of 
the  great  prairies,  have  succumbed  to  jour  valor 
and  discipline,  and  sought  safety  in  flight  The 
intense  heat  and  drought  have  caused  much  sufier- 
ing,  which  you  have  endured  without  a  murmur. 
The  companies  of  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  and 
Tenth  regiments  of  Minnesota  volunteers,  and  of 
the  First  regiment  Minnesota  mounted  rangers, 
and  the  scouts  of  the  battery,  have  amply  sus- 
tained the  reputation  of  the  state  by  their  bravery 
and  endurance  amidst  unknown  dangers  and  great 
hardships.  Each  has  had  opportunity  to  distin- 
guish itself  against  a  foe  at  least  equal  in  numbers 
to  itself. 

It  would  be  a  gratification  if  these  remorseless 
savages  could  have  been  piirsued  and  literally  ex- 
tirpated, for  their  crimes  and  barbarities  merited 
such  a  fall  measure  of  punishment ;  but  men  and 
animals  are  alike  exhausted  after  so  long  a  march, 
and  a  farther  pursuit  would  only  be  futile  and 
hopeless.  The  military  results  of  the  campaign 
have  been  completely  accomplished,  for  the  sav- 
ages have  not  only  been  destroyed  in  great  num- 
bers, and  their  main  strength  broken,  but  their 
prospects  for  the  future  are  hopeless  indeed,  for 
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they  can  scarcely  escape  stanration  during  the 
approaching  winter. 

It  is  pecmiarly  gratifying  to  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  to  know  that  the  tremendous 
fatigues  and  manifold  dangers  of  the  expedition 
thus  far  have  entailed  so  small  a  loss  in  his  com- 
mand. A  less  careful  policy  than  that  adopted 
might  have  effected  the  destruction  of  more  or  the 
enemy,  but  that  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
proportional  exposure  on  our  part,  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  many  more  lives,  bringing  sorrow 
and  mourning  to  our  own  homes.  Let  us  there- 
fore return  thanks  to  a  merciful  Ood  for  his  man- 
ifest interposition  in  our  &vor,  and  for  the  success 
attendant  upon  our  efforts  to  secure  peace  to  the 
borders  of  our  own  state,  and  of  our  neighbors 
and  friends  in  Dakotah  Territory ;  and  as  we  pro- 
ceed on  our  march  towards  those  most  near  and 
dear  to  us,  let  us  be  prepared  to  discharge  other 
duties  which  may  be  imposed  upon  us  during  our 
journey,  with  cheerful  and  willing^  hearts. 

To  regimental  and  company  officers  of  the  com- 
mand, the  Brigadier-General  commanding  tenders 
his  warmest  thanks  for  theif  cooperation  and  aid 
on  every  occasion  during  the  progress  of  the  col- 
umn tlirough  the  heart  of  an  unknown  region, 
inhabited  bv  a  subtle  ai\d  merciless  foe. 

For  the  mends  and  families  of  our  fallen  com- 
rades we  have  our  warmest  sympathies  to  offer  in 
their  bereavement. 

General  Sibley  takes  this  occasion  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  activity  and  zeal  displayed 
by  the  members  of  his  staff,  one  and  all. 
By  command  of 

Brigadier-General  Sibley. 


Doc.  22. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  NEGROES  IN  THE 
SOUTHERN  ARMY. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^s  Office,  | 
Richmond,  Ya.,  March  11, 18&I.     ( 

General  Orders,  No.  32. 

L  The  Act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves  in  certain  capa- 
cities, and  the  Instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment relative  to  its  Execution,  are  published  for 
the  information  of  those  concerned : 

An  Act  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by 
the  Employment  of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves 
in  certain  capacities. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  army  is  greatly 
diminished  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  oi 
able-bodied  soldiers  to  act  as  teamsters,  and  in 
various  other  capacities  in  which  free  negroes 
and  slaves  might  be  advantageously  employed; 
Therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that  all  male  free  negroes,  and 
other  free  persons  of  color,  not  including  those 
who  are  free  under  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  or 
under  tie  treaty  of  Spain  of  1819,  resident  in  the 


Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  fifty  years,  shall  be  held  liable  to  perform 
such  duties  with  the  army,  or  in  connection  with 
the  military  defences  of  the  country,  in  the  way 
of  work  upon  fortifications,  or  in  government 
works  for  the  production  or  preparation  of  mate- 
rials of  war,  or  in  military  hospitals,  as  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  or  the  commanding  General  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  may,  from  time  to 
time,  prescribe;  and  while  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties  shall  receive  rations  and 
clothing,  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
dollars  a  month,  under  such  rules  and  r^ulations 
as  the  said  Secretary  may  establish :  Provided, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commanding 
General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  may  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  this  act  such  free  negroes 
as  the  interests  of  the  country  may  require 
should  be  exempted,  or  such  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  exempt,  on  grounds  of  justice,  equity, 
or  necessity. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  for  duties  similar  to  those  indicated  in 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  many  male 
negro  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  as 
in  nis  judgment  the  wants  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire, furnishing  them,  while  so  employed,  with 
proper  rations  and  clothing,  under  rules  and  regu« 
tations  to  be  established  by  him,  and  paying  to 
the  owners  of  said  slaves  such  wages  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  with  said  owners  for  their  use  and 
service,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slaves 
while  so  employed,  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,  or 
by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  death  inflicted  by 
the  enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  while  in  any 
service  required  of  said  slaves,  then  the  own«*s 
of  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full 
value  of  such  slaves,  to  be  ascertained  by  agreement 
or  by  appraisement,  under  the  law  regulating  im- 

Eressments,  to  be  paid  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
Ltions  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish, 
lliatwhen  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  unable 
to  procure  the  services  of  slavey  in  any  military 
department  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  neceesi« 
ties  of  the  department,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  then 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  impress  the  services 
of  as  many  male  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty 
thousand,  as  may  be  re(^uired,  from  time  to  time, 
to  discharge  the  duties  indicated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  according  to  the  laws  regulating 
the  impressment  of  slaves  in  other  cases :  Pro- 
vided, that  slaves  so  impressed  shall,  while  em- 
ployed, receive  the  same  rations  and  clothing,  in 
Kind  and  quantity,  as  slaves  regularly  hired  mm 
their  owners ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  loss,  shall 
be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  rules,  established  by  the  said  impressment 
laws :  Provided,  that  if  the  owner  have  but  one 
male  slave  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fif^^, 
he  shall  not  be  impressed  against  the  will  of  said 
owner :  Provided,  further,  that  free  negroes  shall 
be  first  impressed,  and  if  there  should  be  a  defi- 
ciency, it  snail  be  supplied  by  the  impressment  of 
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slayes  according  to  the  foregoing  proyisiont : 
Provided,  further,  that  in  making  the  impress- 
ment not  more  than  one  of  every  five  male  slaves 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  shall 
be  taken  from  any  owner,  care  being  taken  to  al- 
low in  each  case  a  credit  for  all  slaves  who  may 
have  been  already  impressed  under  this  act,  and 
who  are  still  in  service,  or  have  died,  or  been  lost 
while  in  -service.  And  all  impressments  under 
this  act  shall  be  taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all 
owners  in  the  same  locality,  city,  county,  or  dis- 
trict. 

(Signed,)  Thomas  S.  Bocock, 

Speaker  House  of  RepreBentatlves. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

President  pro-tem.  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  17, 1864. 

(Signed,)  Jeffebson  Davis. 

IL  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  direct  the 
enrolment  of  all  the  persons  described  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  who  are  not  unfit  for  the  service 
reqmred  from  them  by  reason  of  physical  or 
mental  incapacity  or  imbecility,  and  shall  assign 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned 
in  the  act,  or  similar  duties  in  anv  of  the  military 
bureaus,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  as  there  may 
be  any  call  for  such  service. 

III.  Applications  for  an  exemption  on  the 
grounds  tnat  the  interests  of  the  country  require 
It,  or  because  it  is  demanded  by  justice,  equity,  or 
necessity,  will  be  made  to  the  enroUing  office  in 
writing,  and  will  be  disposed  of  by  him  according 
to  the  general  directions  contained  in  the  regula- 
tions published  in  Orders  No.  26,  under  the  "  act 
to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war." 

IV.  For  the  execution  of  the  sections  in  the 
foregoing  act,  relative  to  the  employment  and  im- 
pressment of  slaves,  the  provisions  of  Orders  No. 
138,  of  the  twenty-fourth  October,  1863,  will 
afford  the  requisite  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
military  bureaus  and  the  commanding  Generals, 
with  modifications  hereafter  mentioned.  1st. 
That  slaves  slj^  not  be  impressed  when  the  ser- 
vices of  free  negroes  can  be  obtained.  2d. 
Slaves  under  the  age  of  eighteen  and  above  tHe 
age  of  fifty  are  exempt.  3d.  The  hire  for  slaves 
impressed  shall  be  according  to  the  rates  fixed  b} 
the  appraisers  under  the  act  to  regulate  impress- 
ment^ 4th.  The  limitation  as  to  the  term  for 
which  slaves  shall  be  impressed  for  service  shall 
be  for  twelve  months  instead  of  the  term  fixed  by 
said  orders,  if  the  exigency  shall  require  it 

V.  All  impressments  for  service  in  the  various 
military  bureaus  under  this  act  shall  be  by  special 
order  upon  application  to  the  War  Department, 
disclosing  the  efibrts  that  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide other  labor  specified  in  the  act,  the  necessity 
for  the  impressment,  the  plan  proposed  to  se- 
cnre  it 

5.  The  General  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  wiU  superintend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  for  that  Department 
By  order. 

S.  Cooper, 
A4)ntsQS  and  Intpeotor-GeneraL 


Doc.  23. 

SOUTHERN    BARBARITY. 

GENERAL   GARFIELD'S   ORDER. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  ) 

MURFREESBORO',  April  26,  1803.      ) 

Circular. 

The  following  statement  of  an  oflScer  of  high 
rank  and  well  known  integrity,  captured  at  the 
late  battle  at  Thompson's  Station,  and  now  a  pris- 
oner of  war  in  the  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  is 
published  for  the  information  of  the  army  and  of 
the  American  people. 

It  is  important  that  our  fellow-citixens  at  home, 
and  especially  every  soldier  in  the  armv,  should 
know  the  shameless  barbarity  of  the  people  against 
whom  we  are  fighting.  They  have  long  arrogated 
to  themselves  those  high  qualities  of  chivalric 
honor  on  which  they  have  based  an  assumed 
superiority  over  the  people  of  the  loyal  states; 
but  we  in  vain  search  the  history  of  civilized  war- 
fare for  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  wanton  cruelty 
they  are  constantly  committing  against  our  sol- 
diers whom  the  fortunes  of  war  place  in  their 
hands. 

The  crime  of  treason  seems  to  be  the  parent  of 
all  others,  for  those  vie  once  regarded  as  honor- 
able men,  and  expected  to  meet  as  honorable 
enemies,  do  not  hesitate  to  become  pickpockets, 
robbers,  and  assassins.  In  many  instances  they 
have  robbed  captured  officers  ana  soldiers  of  their 
watches  and  pocket  money,  and  even  of  a  part  of 
their  wearing  apparel. 

They  have  brutally  murdered  several  of  our 
soldiers  who  had  surrendered  themselves  prison- 
ers of  war.  They  have  fired  into  passenger  trains 
filled  with  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children. 
They  have  fired  into  a  boat  loaded  with  our  sick 
and  wounded,  with  its  hospital  flag  flying,  and, 
after  having  burned  the  boat  and  carried  off*  all 
the  medical  stores,  they  left  the  sick  and  wounded 
to  perish  on  the  shore,  in  a  drenching  rain. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  justice  of  God  will 
allow  such  a  people  to  prosper.  Let  every  soldier 
know  that  death  on  the  battle-field  is  preferable 
to  a  surrender  followed  by  such  outrages  as  their 
comrades  have  undergone. 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  StaiT. 

From  the  statement  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

LiBBT  Prison;  Ricitmond,  Va.,  ) 
March  30, 1663.        ( 

On  the  fourth  of  March,  our  brigade,  being 

Sarts  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  In- 
iana.  Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  and  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  numbering  in  all  fifteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  together  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  six  hiSndred  cavalry  and 
one  battery  of  six  small  guns,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  from  Franklin  to  Spring  Hill,  ten  miles 
south  on  the  Ck>lumbia  pike,  and  thirty  miles  from 
Nashville,  Colonel  John  Cobum,  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  in  command.    When  we  were  about  four 
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miles  out  we  met  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  drove  them  back,  without' loss  on  our 
side.    Their  loss  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  we  started  early, 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  being 
left  in  the  rear  of  our  wagon  train,  which  was 
large.  After  marching  about  two  miles,  our  cav- 
alry met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  outposts,  and 
severe  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  we  came  in 
sight  of  Thompson's  Station,  the  enemv  falling 
back.  When  we  reached  the  point  where  the 
railroad  joins  the  pike,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  with  a  heavy  battery. 

Colonel  Cobum  soon  ordered  one  section  of 
the  battery  to  take  position  on  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  and  deployed  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan  and  Twenty-secona  Wisconsin  to  sup- 
port it.  The  other  three  guns  took  position  on 
the  hill,  on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana.  Colonel  Cobum 
ordered  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  left  of  the  enemy, 
to  draw  him  out,  if  in  force,  and  if  not,  to  charge 
his  battery. 

Our  skirmishers  soon  started  up  the  enemy, 
and  we  found,  posted  behind  stone  walls,  fences, 
and  brush,  at  tne  foot  of  the  hill,  two  whole  bri- 
gades of  dismounted  cavalr)'.  Seeing  it  impossible 
to  advance  farther,  the  two  regiments  lay  down 
and  were  covered  by  the  buildings  and  fences. 

We  were  not  long  here  before  Colonel  Cobum 
ordered  us  back  to  the  hill  from  which  we  started. 
We  started  back,  and  so  soon  as  we  were  un- 
masked from  the  buildings,  two  regiments,  firom 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  started  after  us  with  a  yell, 
pursuing  and  firing  on  us  all  the  way  back,  which, 
with  their  batteries  playing  on  us  luso,  made  our 
situation  pretty  hot  6oth  of  our  regiments  lost 
several  killed  and  wounded,  going  and  returning, 
and  all  this  time  not  a  shot  had  been  fired  by  us. 
But  as  soon  as  we  reached  the  hill,  we  turned  and 
drove  back  the  enemy  faster  than  they  came,  kill- 
ing Colonel  Earl,  of  Arkansas.  They  again  ral- 
lied and  charged  on  us,  but  were  driven  back.  It 
now  became  evident  that  we  had  encountered  the 
whole  of  Van  Dorn's  and  Forrest's  forces. 

Colonel  Cobum  now  brought  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-second  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike, 
and  leaving  the  Thirty-third  to  protect  the  hill  on 
its  south  face;  the  Tenth  and  Eighty-fifth  were 
formed,  facing  the  enemy  east,  at  right  ansles, 
with  the  Twenty-second  in  the  rear  of  me  Ei^ty- 
fifth,  except  three  companies. 

Our  lines  were  haurdly  formed,  the  men  l3ring 
down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  till  Armstrong's 
brigade  charged  from  the  east,  and  the  Texans 
from  the  south,  and  the  fighting  was  terrific  We 
reserved  our  fire  until  they  were  within  thirty 
paces.  Three  times  they  gallantly  charged  up  the 
nill  from  the  east,  and  thrice  we  forced  them  back. 
But  it  was  evident  to  us  all,  privates  as  well  as 
ofi&cefs,  that  the  stmggle  was  unavailing,  and  it 
was  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  defeat. 
Our  ammunition  was  nearly  out,  and  Forrest,  hav- 
ing got  between  us  and  Franklin,  was  closing  in  on 
us  from  the  north.    We  formed  a  new  line,  with 


all  four  of  our  regiments  facing  north,  to  meet 
our  new  foe. 

Here  we  met  and  checked  Forrest,  and  held 
him  till  our  last  round  was  fired.  We  then  fixed 
bayonets,  to  charge  and  break  his  lines,  and  try 
to  escape.  But  just  as  we  were  about  to  chai^, 
we  discovered  that  Forrest  had  still  another  line 
in  reserve,  and  a  battery  began  to  open  and  form 
a  new  position ;  that  made  it  hopeless  to  think 
of  escape,  and  so  we  surrendered.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  none  but  our  brigade  took  part  in  the 
fight.  Of  officers  and  men  twelve  hunored  and  six 
were  taken.  The  rest,  were  killed,  wounded,  or 
escaped.  Of  the  number  not  taken  there  were 
probably  four  hundred,  and  one  hundred  and 
nfty  or  two  hundred  escaped ;  fifty  or  sixty  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  all  cavalry  and  mounted  infan- 
try, but  all  fought  on  foot,  every  fourth  man  hold- 
ing four  horses,  and  his  force  consisted  of  six 
bngades,  under  Major-General  Van  Dom,  Brig- 
adier-Generals French,  Armstrong,  Crosby,  Mar- 
tin, and  Jackson.  Infantry  had  no  chance  to  es- 
cape after  the  fight  once  began. 

rrisoners  of  war !  I  had  supposed  that  soldiers 
taken  in  fair  battle  were  treated  as  gentlemen,  at 
least  as  human  beings ;  but  such  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  this  cursed  land.  I  will  state  simply  the 
facts.  We  were  taken  in  the  afternoon,  after  four 
hours'  fighting,  and  marched  fourteen  miles  to 
Columbia. 

On  the  way  the  men  had  to  wade  the  creek, 
over  knee  deep,  and  to  ferry  across  Duck  River, 
taking  till  after  midnight  to  reach  the  town,  when 
we  were  crowded  into  the  court-house,  so  thick 
that  we  could  scarcely  lie  down. 

Next  day  it  rained  all  day.  We  were  marched 
out  three  miles  from  town,  halted,  and  kept  until 
four  o'clock,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  day- 
light before  the  fight  —  nearly  thirty-six  hours 
time !  Then  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  meat  was 
issued,  without  bread,  for  three  days'  rations. 
We  were  then  marched  four  miles  farther,  and 
encamped  for  the  night,  without  tents,  it  raining 
all  night  * 

Next  day  we  were  again  marched  eighteen 
miles  on  the  road,  had  to  cross  a  creek,  waist 
deep,  on  a  foot-log,  which  was  springy ;  and  as 
the  men  were  slow,  and  some  of  tne  poor  fellows 
got  on  their  hands  and  knees  to  keep  from  fall- 
ing. Confederate  officers  stood  with  stones  in  their 
hands  to  make  them  walk. 

Next  day  we  reached  Shelbyville,  at  night. 
The  men's  rations  had  given  out  the  second  day, 
and  although  it  was  known  we  were  coming,  our 
men  had  to  stay  in  the  court-house  yard,  it  rain- 
ing all  night  They  got  nothing  to  eat  until  two 
o'clock  next  aftemoon.  Here  let  me  say,  God 
bless  the  ladies  of  Shelbyville !  They  are  as  good 
Union  people  as  ever  lived.  They  have  been  tried 
by  fire  and  blood. 

They  brought  food,  and  words  of  good  cheer 
and  hope.  How  they  do  scom  those  copperhead 
knaves  of  the  North.  The  fourth  day  they  marched 
us  six  miles,  and  again  we  slept  in  the  open  air, 
with  a  terrific  rain  storm  raging  all  night    The 
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next  day  beggars  description.  It  rained  all  day. 
We  crossed  one  stream,  waist  deep,  by  wading. 
Some  of  the  men  swam  it  The  road  was  up  the 
bed  of  a  creek,  and  it  was  from  ankle  to  knee 
deep  more  than  half  the  time.  We  reached  Tid- 
lahoma  late  in  the  evening. 

The  men  had  to  stay  all  night  on  a  piece  of 
ground  three  inches  deep  in  mud,  with  nothing 
but  green  oak  wood  to  make  fires,  and  nothing  to 
eat  but  meat,  without  vessels  to  cook  it  in ;  and 
it  rained  until  midnight.  It  then  turned  cold, 
and  next  morning  Bragg  stripped  us  of  our 
overcoats  and  canteens,  and  shipped  us  on  cars  to 
Chattanooga,  and  we  have  frozen  and  starved  our 
way  here.  The  result  is  that  we  have  lost  more 
men  by  their  treatment  than  by  their  bullets,  and 
a  Northern  penitentiary  is  a  palace  in  comparison 
with  tills  place. 


Doc.  24. 
ATTACK  ON  THE  LITTLE  ADA. 
LI£nT.-COMMANDEB  WEATBB»8  RBPOBT. 
UiHTED  States  Steamer  Wiwon a,  \ 

OTF  SUWAICEB  BlVER,  S.  C,  MftTOh  26, 1864.     ( 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twenty- 
first  instant,  directing  us  to  proceed  ofi*  the  Santee 
Kiver,  and  to  prevent  the  steamer  loading  at 
McClellanville  m>m  going  to  sea,  and  to  use  such 
efibrts  to  capture  said  steamer  as  might  best  meet 
that  end  consistent  with  safety,  I  have  to  report 
that  I  left  Charleston  harbor  in  this  vessel,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-third  instant,  and  arrived  off 
the  Santee  at  5.30  p.  M.  of  the  same  day.  After 
making  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  north  and 
south  mouths  of  the  Santee,  I  decided  that  there 
must  be  the  deepest  water  in  the  latter,  and  an- 
chored this  vessel  as  near  there  as  was  prudent. 
At  sunset  I  started  a  boat  expedition  in  command 
of  Acting  Master  £.  H.  Sheffield,  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig,  second  and 
third  cutters,  Acting  Ensign  William  McKendry, 
in  charge  of  ^  one  cutter,  and  Acting  Mastex^s 
Mate  L.  A.  Comthwaite  in  charge  of  the  other. 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Littie, 
and  twenty-one  of  the  crew.  I  gave  Mr.  Shef- 
field orders  to  proceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  he 
discovered  the  steamer  Ada  to  either  destroy  her  or 
bring  her  out  At  four  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty-fourth, 
the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting 
that  he  went  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  passed  a  vil- 
lage eleven  miles  upon  the  right  bank,  two  wharves 
and  several  warehouses,  but  saw  no  vessel.  The 
party  was  not  discovered.  At  eleven  A.  M.  com- 
municated with  the  United  States  steamer  Paul 
Jones.  I  learned  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man, 
and  familiar  with  the  country)  that  McClellan- 
ville is  a  small  village  on  a  salt  water  creek  that 
makes  into  the  sea  just  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Roman,  about  eight  miles  distant.  I  started  for 
the  above-mentioned  creek  at  four  P.  H.,  and  an- 
chored the  Winona  in  sixteen  feet  of  water  near 
there  at  five  o'clock.  I  again  started  the  expedi- 
tion with  the  tame  officers  and  men,  having  learned 


that  the  country  on  either  side  of  the  creek,  up  to 
the  village,  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.      I  ordered 
the  officer  in  command  to  so  time  it  as  to  arrive 
there  on  the  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  first  firm  ground  well  before 
proceeding  farther.    At  six  o*clock  p.  m.  the  ex- 
pedition returned.    Acting  Master  Sheffield  re- 
ports that  in  conseauence  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  many  bayous  making  into  the  creek, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  kept  in  it  — 
in  fact,  several  times  he  lost  his  way.    At  six 
A.  M.  this  morning  he  discovered  the  village  and  a 
steamer  lying  at  anchor  off"  the  bank,  it  being  by 
that  time  broad  daylight,  and  being  fearfiil  that 
he  had  been  discovered,  he  determined  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  the  steamer.    The  boats  got  witn- 
in  a  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived 
by  the  enemy.    At  this  time  a  large  number  of 
men  were  seen  rushing  about  the  steamer*s  deck, 
and  a  boat  was  loweied  immediately  after.    The 
gjiff  and  second  cutter  boarded  her  on  the  port 
side,  the  third  cutter  running  across  her  bow,  in- 
tercepting a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in  her, 
and  forcing  him  to  return  on  board.    The  sur- 
prise was  complete,  and  in  Syo  minutes  the  captain 
and  crew  were  disarmed  and  below  decks,  with  a 
sentry  at  each  hatch.    There  being  no  indications 
of  a  battery,  Mr.  Barrington  at  once  started  fires  ; 
the  chain  was  hove  short,  but  she  was  so  fastened 
with  stem  moorings  that  the  chain  could  not  be 
slipped,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  cut  it 
with  cold  chisels.     Soon  after  a  masked  battery 
of  three  rifie  guns  (supposed  to  be  about  twelve- 
pounders)  opened  on  the  steamer  at  short  range, 
the  shot  striking  about  amidships,  going  in  one 
side  and  out  of  the  other,  one  shot  penetrating  the 
steam  drum  and  another  the  boilers,  destroying 
tubes,  &c ;  in  fact,  they  had  the  range  so  per- 
fectiy  that  their  shot  conjpletely  riddled  her ;  they 
were  evidendy  prepared  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  a  target  placed  ahead  and  one  astern  of  her, 
and  were  determined  to  disable  her  in  case  she 
was  boarded.    At  this  time  it  was  broad  daylight, 
and  as  by  remaining  longer  there  wo^ld  have 
been  great  daneer   of  having  the  boats  sunk, 
Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms  passed  into  them, 
and  reluctantiy  withdrew,  feeling  assured  that  the 
capture  of  our  small  force  would  have  been  the 
result  had  he  not  done  so.     The  steamer  proved  - 
to  be  iron,  with  scarcely  any  wood  work  about 
her ;  what  littie  there  was  of  an  inflammable  na- 
ture about  the  vessel  was  wet,  as  it  was  raining 
heavily  at  the  time.    In  consideration  of  this,  and 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  cargo  on  board,  it  was 
deemed  best  not  to  attempt  to  fire  her ;  in  &ct, 
to  have  remained  five  minutes  longer  would  have 
imperilled  the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  the  ene- 
my's fire  being  so  severe.    The  steamer  is  not  the 
Ada,  as  supposed,  but  the  Littie  Ada,  of  Glasgow, 
commanded  by  a  Baltimorean   named   Martin. 
He  remarked  to  our  officers  that  they  had  done 
their  work  well,  and  asked  only  to  be  treated  as 
a  eentieman  and  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  No  sooner 
did  the  boats  leave,  however,  than  this  saine  man 
opened  a  fire  on  them  from  a  small  WTiitworth 
gun  which  the  Littie  Ada  had  mounted  on  her 
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deck,  and  this  fire  was  kept  up  some  time  after 
the  batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  shrapnel  bursting 
near  the  boats  when  they  were  a  long  distance  o£ 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, Charles  M.  Muldoon,  an  ordinary  seaman, 
an  Englishman,  and  a  man  of  no  character,  who 
deserted  to  the  enemy.  Although  there  was  an 
abundance  of  liquor^on  board,  ^nd  it  was  offered 
freely  to  the  men,  not  one  would  take  it,  though 
they  were  cold  and  wet  at  the  time.  I  was  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  include  five  colored  men 
m  the  party,  and  they  behaved  admirably  under 
fire. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  of  the  Navy  Department 
Acting  Master  K  H.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign 
\Yilliam  McKendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
L.  A.  Cornthwaite.  Acting  Ensign  William  Mc- 
Kendry applied  some  time  since  for  an  appoint- 
ment, and  I  think  he  has  well  earned  promotion. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little,  and 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  also  deserve  much  credit  for  their  cool- 
ness and  zeaL  I  am.  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Weaver, 

Lientenant^^mmander. 

Com.  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-ship  Kew  Ironaides, 
Charleston  Harborf 


Doa  25. 

SOUTHERN   RECONSTRUCTION. 

OOVEBNOB   T.  H.  WATTS'S   LETTER. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  ) 

QUABTERMASTER  GKNEI^AL'S  OFFICE,    > 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  1»,  1863.  ) 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  publication  a 
letter  from  Hon.  T.  H.  Watts,  governor  elect  of 
Alabama,  which  explains,  in  terms  unmistakable 
and  unequivocal,  his  views  on  that  .foul  heresy 
called  **  reconstruction."  Never  were  sentiments 
more  pregnant  with  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
our  struggling  cause  penned.  Every  true  son  of 
the  Soutn  wiU  conclude  the  reading  of  this  letter 
with  spirits  more  buoyant  and  confidence  more 
steadfast  Nor  will  our  noble  women  fail  to  ex- 
claim, "  Governor  Watts  is  rieht :  rather  than  be 
subjugated  we  will  march  to  the  field  of  strife  and 
bare  our  bosoms  to  the  bullets  of  the  cruel  invader." 
With  such  leaders,  such  soldiers,  and  such 
women,  we  must,  we  shall  be  free. 

Ira  R  Foster.* 

confbdbratb  states  of  america, ) 

Department  of  Justice,  > 

Richmond,  September  12, 1863.    ) 

Han.  Ira  B.  Foster,  Q.  M,  Gen.  of  Oa.,  Atlanta, 

Go,: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  your  fetter 
of  the  first  instant,  forwarded  to  me  from  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  hasten  to  reply.     You 

*  This  letter  was  originally  addressed  to  the  Editor  of 
the  Atlanta  Intelligencer. 


say  that  my  name,  since  the  Alabama  election,  has 
been  freely  used  by  many  in  connection  with  "  f»- 
construdion,**  meaning  thereby  that  some  people 
in  Georgia  suppose  I  am  in  favor  of  re-union  with 
the  Yankee  government  of  the  North.  I  am  sur- 
prised and  mortified  that  anybody  in  the  Soudi 
should  so  interpret  the  Alabama  election.  If 
those  who  claim  my  election  as  indicating  any 
such  feeling  in  Alabama,  had  read  my  letter  of 
twenty-first  March  to  General  Lawler,  and  my 
short  address  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  dated 
eighth  June  last,  they  would  never  have  enter- 
tained such  false  notions. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  people  of  my  state  to 
call  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  recent 
called  session  of  the  legislature,  passed  unan- 
imously, pledging  all  the  men  and  resources  of 
the  state  to  prosecute  the  war  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Confederate  States  is  fully  estab- 
lished. 

For  myself,  I  will  not  forfeit  my  self-respect  by 
arguing  the  question  of  **  reconstruction." 

He  who  is  now,  deliberately  or  otherwise,  in 
favor  of  •*  reconstruction "  with  the  states  uoider 
Lincoln^s  dominion,  is  a  traitor  in  his  heart  to  the 
state  of  his  residence  and  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  deserves  a  traitor's  doom.  If  I  had 
the  power,  I  would  build  up  a  waU  ofjire  between 
Yankeedom  and  the  Confederate  States,  there 
to  bum,  for  ages,  as  a  monument  of  the  folly, 
wickedness,  and  vandalism  of  the  puritanic  race! 
No,  sir !  rather  than  re-unite  with  such  a  people, 
I  would  see  the  Confederate  States  desolated  with 
fire  and  sword. 

When  the  men  of  the  South  shall  become  such 
base  cowards  as  to  wish  for  such  reunion,  let  us 
call  on  the  women  of  the  South  to  march  to  the 
battle-field,  and  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  justice, 
bid  them  Jight  under  the  banner  of  the  Southern 
liberty!  The  call  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
Let  the  patriot  sires,  whose  children  have  bared 
their  breasts  to  Yankee  bullets,  and  welcomed 
glorious  deaths,  in  this  struggle  for  self-govern- 
ment, rebuke  the  foul  spirit  which  even  whispers 
**  reconstruction ! "  Let  the  noble  mothers,  whose 
sons  have  made  sacred  with  their  blood  so  many 
fields  consecrated  to  freedom,  rebuke  the  fell 
heresy !  Let  our  blood-stained  banners,  now  un- 
furled "  to  the  battle  and  the  breeze,"  rebuke  the 
cowardice  and  cupidity  which  suggest  ^^recon-- 
struct  ion.**  The  spirit  of  our  heroic  dead  —  the 
martyrs  to  our  sacred  cause  —  rebidLC,  a  thousand 
times  rebuke,  "  reconstruction  !  " 

We  have  little  cause  —  for  despondency,  none 
for  despair!  Let  us  nerve  ourselves  afi^sh  for 
the  contest ;  and  let  us  not  forget  that 

*«  Freedom's  battle,  onoo  begun. 
Bequeathed  from  bleeding  sire  to  son. 
Though  baffled  oft,  is  ever  won !  *•• 

If  we  arc  true  to  ourselves ;  true  to  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past ;  true  to  our  homes  and  our  fire- 
sides, and  true  to  our  God,  we  cannot,  we  wiU 
not  be  conquered!  In  any  and  in  every  eyent 
let  us  prefer  death  to  a  life  of  cowardly  shame ! 
Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  Wattb* 
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Doc.  26. 

ABMT  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE 
NANSEMOND   AND  JAMES  RIVERS. 

REPORT    OF   BEAR-ADMIRAL   LEE. 

Fl.\o-Shtp  North  Atlaictic  Squadbon,  ( 
Off  Newport  News,  Va,  April  16, 1864.    J 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  the  navy  in 
the  recent  combined  army  and  navy  expedition  up 
the  James  and  Nansemond  Rivers :  On  the  ninth 
instant  I  wrote  to  General  Butler,  suggesting  that 
he  send  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  the  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and  Chuckatuck  of  the 
guerilla  parties  known  to  be  there,  and  to  destroy 
Uie  boats  which  it  was  supposed  thev  had  con- 
cealed. (Copy  enclosed.  No.  1.)  In  reply  to 
this  I  received  on  the  tenth  a  letter  from  General 
Butler,  (copv  No.  2,)  which  was  brought  by 
General  Graham,  who  proposed  going  up  the 
creeks  with  his  light  armed  transports,  and  land- 
ing some  troops  in  the  Nansemond.  I  saw  Gen- 
eral Butler  the  same  evening,  and  ur^ed  him  to 
send  at  once  a  suitable  force  to  come  m  from  the 
rear  and  envelop  the  rebels  so  as  to  effectually 
capture  them  at  Iron  Station,  and  between  the 
Blackwater,  James,  and  Nansemond  Rivers,  and 
to  advise  me  when  he  was  ready  to  begin  this 
movement,  that  I  might  send  a  naval  force  to 
watch  Chuckatuck  and  Pagan  Creeks,  and  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  rebels  by  water.  This  he  prom- 
ised to  ao.  I  suggested  to  him  that  the  plan  of 
attack  brought  by  General  Graham,  of  approach 
in  front  instead  of  in  the  rear,  would  drive  back 
the  rebels,  whereas  they  ought  to  be  captured. 
This  recommendation  I  hoped  would  be  adopted, 
but  the  plan  sent  by  General  Graham  was  sub- 
stantially carried  out,  and  the  force  sent  to  the 
rear  was  cavalry,  and  was  kept  too  far  off  for  ef- 
fect On  the  ^ernoon  of  the  twelfth  I  received 
from  General  Smith  and  Colonel  Shaffer  (chief  of 
staff  to  General  Butler)  a  memorandum,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
teenth I  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  gunboats  I  had  assigned  to  take  part  in  the 
expedition  —  the  Commodore  Morris,  Commodore 
Perry,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Stepping  Stones 
—  of  which  copies  are  enclosed.  Two  (2)  launches 
with  howitzers  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Iklaster  Wilder  and  Acting  jSnsign  J.  Birtwistle, 
were  ordered  to  accompany  the  Stepping  Stones. 
The  gunboats  and  launches  accormngly  started 
from  this  point  as  directed,  and  up  to  sunrise  oh 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  all  was  carried  out 
according  to  their  orders  given.  At  this  time, 
however,  the  intended  cooperations  and  the  infan- 
try force  on  Pagan  Creek  failed  of  being  fiilly 
carried  out,  owin^  to  the  grounding  of  the  trans- 
ports and  delay  in  landing  the  troops,  and  that 
wari  of  the  expedition  designed  to  explore  Pagan 
Creek  did  not  oegin  to  ascend  it  until  12.15  p.  M. 
The  launches,  going  ahead  of  the  troops,  were 
fired  on  from  the  shore  bv  a  concealed  force,  and 
Acting  Master  Wilder,  of  this  ship,  instantly  killed, 
and  U.  Miller,  landsman,  severely  wounded.  As- 
aistant  Soigeon  William  Longshoxe's  report  of 


casualties  is  enclosed,  and  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Campbell  (12)  gives  full  details  of  this 
part  of  the  affair.  The  Commodore  Morris,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  her  commanding 
officer.  Lieutenant  Fyfie,  assisted  the  military 
force,  and  carried  out  my  orders.  The  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  also  did  their 
part  in  cooperating  with  the  troops  in  the  Nanse- 
mond and  Western  Branch.  The  boats  from 
these  vessels  explored  Western  Branch  to  the 
extent  that  the  troops  afforded  cooperation.  The 
expedition  returned  yesterday  afternoon.  It  &iled 
in  accomplishing  the  main  objects,  viz.,  the  com- 
plete capture  of  the  rebels  in  that  region  and  the 
destruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  which  attacked 
this  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth.  This,  it 
was  ascertained,  had  gone  from  Pagan  Creek  to 
Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  tenUi  instant  for 
repairs.  This  country  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
operate  in,  and  requires  more  time  than  was  avail- 
aole  for  a  complete  overhauling.  I  give  in  a  sep- 
arate report  information  received  in  relation  to 
this  torpedo-boat  The  results  accomplished  were 
four  (4)  prisoners,  one  (1)  twelve-pound  howitzer, 
belonging  to  the  navy,  and  probably  captured  by 
the  rebels  from  the  armv  boat  Smith  Briggs,  ana 
a  few  wagons  taken  ana  brought  off;  a  valuable 
officer  kuled,  and  one  man  wounded  on  our  side 
—  the  rebel  loss  unknown.  The  following  en- 
closures accompany  this  report : 

No.  1.  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Butler,  April 
9, 1864. 

No.  2.  To  Admiral  Lee  from  General  Butler, 
April  10, 1864. 

No.  3.  Memorandum  received  from  General 
Butler  and  Colonel  Shaffer,  April  12,  1864. 

No.  4.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones, 
April  13,  1864. 

No.  5.  Orders  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  13, 1854. 

No.  6.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  James  M. 
Williams,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Barney,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  7.  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Fyffe,  United 
States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April  13, 1864. 

No.  8.  Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H. 
Upshur,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Min- 
nesota, (three' enclosures,)  April  16, 1864. 

No.  9.  Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, United  States  steamer  Commodore  Barney, 
April  14,  1864. 

No.  10.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  16,  1864. 

No.  11.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 
United  States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April 
15,1864.    • 

No.  12.  Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp, 
bell.  United  States   steamer    Stepping  Stones 
Apnl  15,  1864.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B,  Sqnsdi^m 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tbe  Navj. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


240 


REBELUON   RECORD,  1862-64. 


LETTER   TO   GENERAL   BUTLEB. 

Flag-Ship  K.  A.  B.  Squadboit,  ( 
Off  Newport  Nf.w8,  Va.,  April  9, 1864.     J 

General:  The  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and 
Chuckatuck  are  known  to  be  invested  by  guerillas, 
who  are  reported  to  have  boats  concealed  up  those 
creeks  and  ^eir  tributaries.  You  are  aware  that 
the  rebels  have  an  organized  system  of  boat  ex- 
j>editions  all  along  the  coast,  operating  at  one 
time  from  creeks  in  Morton  and  Gloucester  counties 
i^nst  the  Eastern  Shore  counties.  Cape  Charles 
light-house,  &c ;  at  another  time  against  the  gun- 
boat Underwriter  at  Newbem,  and  now  against  this 
ship  here.  In  all  these  cases  they  harlx^r  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  operations.  This  was  explained 
by  your  prisoner,  Acting  Master  Webb,  of  the 
rebel  navy,  captured  while  thus  engaged  in  the 
Neck  counties  near  Yorktown,  where,  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  Smithfield,  &c.,  the  small  creeks  are 
numerous  and  not  accessible  to  our  gunboats.  It 
is  believed  that  the  little  torpedo-boat  which 
struck  this  vessel  last  night,  happily  without  ac- 
complishing its  object,  came  out  of  Pagan  and 
Chuckatuck  Creeks  or  their  tributaries.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  you  send  at  once  a  sufficient 
force  to  capture  these  rebels  and  destroy  their 
boats  on  the  upper  creeks,  and  to  cooperate  with 
a  naval  force  to  prevent  their  escape  by  the  river, 
which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  you  are  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Dep^  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

LETTER  TO  ADMIRAL  LEE. 
Hbadquabtbrs  Eiortkbntr  Armt  Corps, 


Corps,  > 
)N.  C.,J 

,  1864.     ) 


Department  of  Va.  asd 
Fortress  Monroe,  April  10, 

Admiral  :  I  have  your  note  in  relation  to  the 
pirates  of  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  James 
Kiver,  and  the  means  of  destroying  them,  and  am 
desirous  of  cooperating  with  you  in  that  object 
I  have,  therefore,  sent  General  Graham,  who  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  all  such  dis- 
positions as  you  may  judge  necessary,  after  con- 
ference with  him  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

MiOor-Qcnecal,  commanding. 
Hear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqnadron. 

MEMORANDUM  FROM  GENERAL  BUTLER. 
Fort  Monroe,  April  12,  1864. 

Admiral  Lee  wiU  please  have  a  gunboat  at 
Halloway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond,  to-morrow 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  crossing 
of  an  infantry  force.  The  boat  is  to  remain  until 
advised  to  withdraw.  Place  one  or  more  gun- 
boats some  distance  above  Day's  Point  when  the 
army  gunboat  Brewster  proceeds  to  that  place 
with  her  convoy  to  land  the  infantry  —  the  naval 
vessels  to  remain  there  after  the  Brewster  and 
transports  leave,  and  to  continue  Uiere  until  infor- 
mation IB  communicated  that  the  object  of  the 


expedition  has  been  effected.  Likewise  to  station 
a  gunboat  near  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  whilst 
the  army  gunboats  of  light  draught  convey  troops 
in  and  out 

ORDERS  TO  D.  A.   CAMPBELL. 

Flao-Skip  North  ATi.A2rnc  Blook*o  Squadron,  { 
Off  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13, 18M.    J 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Stepping  Stones  under 
your  command,  to  the  mouth  of  P^an  Creek, 
taking  in  tow  the  two  (2^  launches  of  the  Min- 
nesota. You  will  there  oe  joined  by  an  army 
transport  with  troops,  which  are  directed  to  land 
at  or  near  Smithfield  at  sunrise  in  the  morning. 
Render  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  effect- 
ing and  covering  this  intended  landing,  and  after 
it  IS  effected,  remain  at  that  station  untO  you  are 
advised  that  your  services  are  no  longer  needed. 

Guard  closely  the  water  before  and  after  the 
landing  is  effected.  The  object  of  this  expedition 
is  to  cooperate  with  a  detachment  of  our  troops, 
which  will  be  landed  some  distance  above  Day's 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  waters 
about  Pagan  Creek,  and  capturing  and  destroying 
any  rebel  torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be 
there  secreted. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  as  well  as  covering 
the  landing,  the  launches  will  be  employed. 
Bespectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Adminl,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqiudnm. 

Actinff  Master  D.  A.  Campbell, 

Uiuted  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stones. 

ORDERS  TO   A.   P.  FOSTER. 

FLAO-SHIP  MllfNBSOTA,  ) 

Nbwport  News,  Virgucia,  April  13, 18W.  J 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  un- 
der your  command,  to  the  landing  opposite  Hal- 
loway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond  River,  timing 
your  departure  so  as  to  pass  through  the  obstruc- 
tions in  safety,  and  so  as  to  arrive  at  Halloway's 
Point  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  to-night.  It  is  intendfed 
to  cross  in  pontoon  boats  an  infantry  force  to 
Halloway's  Point  at  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  Com- 
municate with  the  officer  in  command  of  such 
troops  as  vou  may  find  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Nansemona,  opposite  Halloway's  Point,  and  so 
dispose  of  the  Commodore  Perry  as  will  b^t 
assist  and  cover  the  intended  passa^  and  landing 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  me  river.  You 
will  remain  in  such  position  until  you  are  advised 
that  your  presence  there  is  no  longer  needed  and 
you  are  directed  to  withdraw.  The  Commodore 
Perry  is  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  Nanse- 
mond to  Western  Branch,  and  you  will  send  with 
her  two  armed  boats  from  the  Perry,  under  com- 
petent officers,  who  will  be  under  the  orders  of 
Acting  Master  Williams,  commandinff  the  Barney. 
Should  the  General  Putman  stiO  be  in  the 
Nansemond,  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying 
despatch  to  her  commanding  officer. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lbb, 

Acting-  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqnadroik 

Acting  VoL-Lt.  Amos  P.  Foster, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Ftnj 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


241 


ORDERS   TO  JAMES  WILLIAMS. 

Flao-Ship  North  Atlantic  Block*©  Squadbon,  ) 
Off  Newport  News,  April  13, 18W.    S 

Sm:  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Barney, 
under  your  command,  up  the  Nansemond  Hiver, 
communicating  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  and 
receiving  from  her  two  armed  boats,  with 
which  you  will  proceed  with  the  Barney  to  the 
mouth  of  Western  Branch.  It  is  expected  that 
a  detachment  from  the  army  will  be  at  Mil- 
nerstown  or  Red  Ferry,  situated  on  the  West 
Branch,  at  about  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  (Thurs- 
day morning,)  who  are  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
exploring  and  scouting  the  Western  Branch  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  any  rebel 
torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be  there  se- 
creted. Upon  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  you  will  arm  and  eauip  two  boats  from  the 
Barney,  and,  together  with  the  two  boats  of  the 
Pernr  assigned  to  you,  you  will  carefully  and 
cautiously  ascend  the  Western  Branch,  having 
first  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  if  any  there,  and  communicate,  if  practi- 
cable, with  the  army  detachment  expected  at 
Miinerstown  or  Red  Ferry  at  eleven  o'clock. 
You  will  take  command  of  this  boat  expedition  in 
person,  and  be  careful  not  unduly  to  expose  your 
men.  Upon  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  Barney, 
join  the  Commodore  Perry  at  Halloway's  Point, 
and  remain  there  until  your  services,  in  covering 
the  army  operations  at  that  point,  are  no  longer 
needed,  when  you  will  return  and  report  to  me 
here.  Respectfully  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Aomiral,  commandlog  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  James  M.  Williams, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Barney. 

OBDEBS   TO  LIEUTENANT  ITFFB. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atumctic  Block*o  Squadron,  | 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  13, 1884.     J 

Sm:  It  is  intended  that  a  force  of  infantry 
will  be  landed  at  daylight,  to-morrow  morning, 
sonie  disftance  above  Day's  Point,  on  the  James 
River.  For  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  cover- 
ing this  landing,  you  will  hold  yourself  in  readi- 
ness to  proceed  with  the  army  transports,  which  will 
be  collected  at  Newport  News,  at  about  midnight, 
tiiis  evening,  under  cover  of  the  armed  transport 
Brewster,  and  will  accompany  the  expedition  to 
Uie  point  of  landing.  You  will  direct  that  the 
United  States  steamer  Shokokon,  now  on  advance 
picket  duty,  be  in  readiness  to  join  you  as  you 
proceed  up  the  river,  giving  her  commanding 
officer  notice  of  the  intended  movement  before- 
hand. Upon  the  arrival  at  the  point  of  landing, 
Tou  will  so  dispose  of  the  Commodore  Morris  and 
Shokokon  as  to  render  every  assistance  in  cover- 
ing the  landing,  and  after  the  landing  has  been 
effected,  the  naval  vessels  will  remain  in  their 
positions  tmtil  information  is  communicated  that 
the  objects  of  the  expedition  are  effected.  Guard 
closely  the  water  during  this  movement.  You 
are  charged  with  the  notification  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  vessels  now  lyine  in  James 
Biver^  between  Newport  News  ana  the  intended 
place  of  landing,  of  the  intended  movement,  so 
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that  the  vessels  enga^d  in  it  may  pass  safely  and 
quietly  to  their  destination.  It  is  intendea  that 
an  inrantry  foifce  shall  land  at  or  near  Smithfield, 
passing  into  Pagan  Creek  to  assist  in  that  move- 
ment; the  Stepping  Stones,  with  two  launches 
from  the  Minnesota,  is  detailed  to  assist  and  cover 
the  landing,  which  will  take  place  at  sunrise  to- 
morrow. Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  oominanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Morris. 

KEPOBT   OF  LIEUT.^OMMANDER  UPSHUK. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  ) 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  16, 1864.    ] 

Sm :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting 
Ensign  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor,  of  this  vessel, 
of  the  part  taken  by  them  and  the  men  under  their 
command,  composmg  the  crews  of  the  launches 
in  the  late  expedition  to  Smithfield ;  also  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Longshaw's  report  of  casualties. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  that 
I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Acting  Volunteer- 
Lieutenant  Wilder.  He  was  a  brave,  zealous, 
and  subordinate  officer.  True  to  the  reputation 
he  had  won  among  his  shipmates  for  promptness 
and  gallantry,  he  fell  while  in  the  act  of  fi^ng  a 
shot  at  the  enemy.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 

Lient.<Commander,  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqnadron. 

REPORT   OF   ENSIGN  0»CONNOR. 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota,  )      » 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 1864.    J 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
thirteenth  of  ApHl,  at  about  seven  P.  M.,  the  first 
and  second  launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  men  respectively,  the  second 
launch  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
James  Birtwistle,  and  both  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  left 
tins  ship,  and  went  alongside  the  United  States 
steamer  Stepping  Stones,  and  were  fastened 
astern,  while  the  Stepping  Stones  proceeded  a 
short  distance  up  the  James  Biver  and  anchored. 

At  two  A.  M.,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  Stepping 
Stones  proceeded  up  the  James  River  to  the 
mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  with  the  boats  in  tow, 
where  she  ancnored,  it  being  yet  dark,  and  seeing 
no  signs  of  the  army  transports.  At  about  5.30 
A.  M.  two  army  boats  came  in  view  coming  down 
the  river,  and  soon  others  came  from  the  same 
direction.  We  lay  there,  waiting  &r  them  to 
come  in,  which  thev  seemed  unable  to  do.  At 
about  ten  A.  M.  the  boats  cast  off  from  the  Step- 
ping Stones  and  anchored,  while  she  proceeded 
out  and  communicated  with  the  transports,  and 
then  piloted  them  into  the  creek,  ana  was  the 
pilot  of  the  flotilla  all  of  the  way  to  Smithfield. 
When  the  Stepping  Stones  got  back  into  the 
creek  the  launches  proceeded  up  in  tow  of  the 
army  steamer  Emma ;  she  got  aground  after  pro- 
ceemng  about  tluree  miles,  when,  the  boats  cast 
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off  from  ber  and  commenced  to  pull  no.  At 
about  12.15,  noon,  we  arriyed  off  Smithfiela,  hav- 
ing up  to  this  time  seen  no  enemies.  The  first 
launch  proceeded  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
wharf,  to  a  jetty,  where  Mr.  Wilder  sent  me  with 
a  Kuard  of  four  men  to  bring  down  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town — one  of  whom  we  saw  sit- 
ting in  front  of  a  store.  I  brought  him  to  Mr. 
Wilder,  who  examined  him  closely  concerning  the 
rebels  and  about  the  torpedo  boat  He  stated 
that  there  were  no  troops  m  the  vicinity,  nor  had 
there  been  any  since  the  Smith  Briggs  was  de- 
stroyed ;  but  occasionally  some  of  the  rebel  picket 
came  into  the  town.  He  also  stated  that  the  tor- 
pedo boat  had  been  there  twice,  and  had  come 
from  Richmond.  He  told  us  that  the  David  had 
left  the  village  on  last  Sunday  night,  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  had  returned  to  Richmond.  We  then  went 
back  to  the  wharf,  and  Mr.  WDder  left  the  launch 
and  communicated  with  Acting  Master  Campbell 
and  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  on  snore. 
At  two  p.  M.  Mr.  Wilder  said  to  Mr.  Birtwistle 
'  that  he  was  going  a  short  distance  up  the  creek, 
and  desired  him  to  follow  at  a  short  oistance,  and 
cover  us  in  the  first  launch,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. We  then  proceeded  up  the  creek,  and  past 
the  town,  till  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  bridge, 
where  we  saw  an  old  negro  sitting;  we  went 
alongside  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Wilder  put  various 
questions  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  gave  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  the  man  who  was  pre- 
viously examined.  Apprehending  no  danger, 
though  we  were  prepared  for  it,  we  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  and  up  the  creek,  and  were 
followed  at  the  proper  distance  by  the  second 
launch.  When  we  were  about  tmree  hundred 
yards  from  the  bridge  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  from  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and  from  a 
thickly  wooded  bluffl  Immediately  we  pointed 
the  boat's  head  for  the  bluff  and  returned  the  fire 
from  the  howitzer  and  the  rifies — Mr.  Wilder 
going  to  the  howitzer,  and  I  attending  to  the  boat 
and  using  Small  arms.  We  had  fired  two  rounds 
at  the  rebels,  and  Mr.  Wilder  had  the  lock  string 
in  his  hand  ready  to  fire,  when,  I  regret  very  much 
to  say»  he  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  left 
temple  and  instantly  kiUed.  H.  H.  Miller,  one 
of  my  men,  was  also  struck  Sy  a  rifle  ball  and 
badly  wounded.  I  discharged  the  gun,  and  ^t 
the  launch  with  her  head  down  stream,  thinkmg 
it  was  useless  to  endan^  the  lives  of  my  men 
any  longer.  Mr.  Birtwistle  got  a  good  position 
and  ably  supported  me,  and  I  will  now  add  that 
through  the  whole  expedition  my  men  behaved 
well,  and  especially  while  under  fire.  This  morning 
my  boat,  in  company  with  the  second  launch,  cov- 
ered the  army  dteamer  Emma  while  she  ascended 
the  creek.  We  ^ve  the  woods  a  vigorous  shelling, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  starting  some  of  the 
enemy  from  the  woods.  The  town  of  Smithfield 
has  a  deserted  appearance,  and  I  saw  no  one  in 
the  town  but  old  men,  women,  and  children. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Fbed.  a.  O'Connor, 

Acting  Ensign  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshub, 
U.  6.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesoti. 


BBPOBT  OP  ENSIGN  BIETWT8TLB. 

UirrrBD  States  Steam  Frigate  MnnrcsoTA,  { 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  25, 18W.    \ 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  left  the 
ship,  in  charge  of  the  second  launch,  widi  Master's 
Mate  J.  M.  Simms,  (20)  twenty  men,  and  heavv 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  subject  to  the  orders  or 
Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  in  command  of 
the  first  launch,  with  Acting  Ensign  Fred  A. 
O'Connor,  (19)  nineteen  men,  and  heavy  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer,  smooth  bore.  Both  launches 
were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Stepping  Stones.  She 
anchored  a  short  distance  up  the  river  untQ  two 
o'clock  next  morning,  the  rourteenth,  when  she 
got  under  way  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  Creek, 
which  we  entered  at  daylight  and  came  to  anchor 
just  inside,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  army 
steamer  which  steamed  in  towards  us  at  about 
nine  A.  M.,  but  grounded  outside.  The  Stepping 
Stones  went  out  to  pilot  them  in,  while  the 
launches  lav  at  anchor  until  they  came  up,  when 
we  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  army  steamer  Enmia 
to  within  about  (3)  three  miles  of  Smithfield,  when 
we  cast  off  and  took  stations  to  cover  the  advance 
and  landing  of  the  troops,  and  arrived  at  Smith- 
field  at  about  12.30.  Troops  landed,  launches 
advanced,  and  Mr.  Wilder  stationed  me  to  guard 
the  main  street  and  back  entrance  to  the  town, 
while  he  commanded  the  main  approaches  to  the 
^ht  of  the  town;  and  while  in  this  position  Mr. 
Wilder  interrogated  an  aged  color^  man  who 
was  living  in  a  toll-house  to  a  destroyed  bridge 
near  him  in  reference  to  the  Torpedo,  the  nature 
,  of  the  creek,  force  and  vicinity  of  the  rebels,  and 
other  necessary  and  important  questions,  while  I, 
on  the  left,  questioned  an  aged  white  man  in  a 
similar  manner.  Shortly  afterwards  we  compared 
accounts,  and  found  them  to  agree.  Though  they 
said  the  Torpedo  had  left  there  last  Sunday  even- 
ing, Mr.  Wdder  was  not  satisfied,  nor  any  g£ 
us;  we  thought  possibly  their  statements  were 
not  true,  or  she  might  have  returned.  Mr.  Wil- 
der having  called  me  to  him,  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  the  right  of  the  town,  while  he  went  to 
consult  Acting  Master  Campbell,  commanding  the 
Stepping  Stones.  He  returned,  and  said  he  was 
going  a  little  way  up  the  creek,  and  ordered  me  to 
follow  him  and  cover  his  advance.  He  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  he 
was  fired  on  firom  an  ambushed  bluff  by  conc^led 
riflemen.  Fortunately  the  second  launch  was  ly- 
ing on  their  oars — waiting  for  the  first  launch  to 
get  about  (100)  one  hundred  yards  ahead — with 
the  ^un  manned  and  trained  directly  on  the  blu£ 
I  ijrimed  and  ficed  a  percussion  shell  right  in 
their  midst,  and^e  second  volley  they  fired  was 

n*  i  scattering ;  backed  the  second  launch  and 
rapidly,  each  shell  bursting  beautifully.  The 
first  launch,  on  beii^  fired  on,  promptly  rounded 
to  and  fired  three  e&ctive  shots  from  their  sun, 
and  discharged  all  their  small  arms,  pulled  from 
under  the  bluff  under  oover  of  the  second  laundi, 
and  I  most  sincerely  regret  to  have  to  sspr  that 
while  in  close  action  Mr.  Wilder  received  a  shot 
in  the  left  temple  which  killed  him  instantly,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


243 


in  the  ver)'  act  of  pulling  the  lock-string  of  the 
howitzer  to  fire  the  second  shot.  Mr.  O'Connor 
then  fought  and  managed  the  first  launch  gallant- 
ly, bringing  her  out  manfully,  and  his  men  fought 
heroically.  I  ordered  him  to  take  position  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  bridge,  but  he  said  he  had  wound- 
ed in  his  boat,  so  I  aflowed  him  to  proceed  to  the 
Stepping  Stones,  and  the  shots  then  were  very 
few.  The  Stepping  Stones  at  this  time  chimed  in 
beautifully,  sending  a  number  of  well-directed 
shots  in  various  places  at  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
which  greatly  cheered  us,  and  we  heard  no  more 
firing  fi-om  the  enemy. 

I  am  very  gratified  to  say  that  Mr.  Simms, 
officer  of  the  piece  in  the  second  launch,  was  re- 
markably cool,  and  directed  the  working  of  the 
gun  in  a  most  creditable  and  skilful  manner.  All 
tne  men,  both  at  the  gun  and  the  oars,  gave  the 
strictest  attention  to  every  order,  and  I  feel  at  a 
loss  to  conunend  any  individual  one.  Therefore, 
sir,  I  commend  to  your  notice  both  officers  and 
men  of  both  launches.  Not  a  shot  was  dodged 
by  any  one,  and  when  I  headed  the  second  launch 
towards  the  town,  to  get  clear  of  some  bushes  on 
my  starboard  quarter,  the  crew  murmured,  and  to 
hasten  the  move  I  had  to  tell  them  I  was  only 
setting  clear  of  the  bushes  for  a  better  position. 
I  then  lay  a  while  in  easy  range,  and  the  army 
having  possession  of  the  town  and  its  rear,  I  re- 
ported to  Captain  Campbell,  and  lay  astern  of  the 
Stepping  Stones  until  the  next  morning.  At 
shout  seven  A.  M.  we  covered  the  advance  of  the 
little  armv  steamer  Emma,  with  troops,  up  the 
creek,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  driving  a  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  from  the  same  place.  She  re- 
turned without  the  Torpedo. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  oDedient  servant, 

Jas.  Bibtwistle, 

Acting  Ensign. 
Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

REPOBT  OF  SURGEON  LONQSHATT. 

CsTTED  States  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota,  ) 
Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 1864.     ( 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties 
to  the  detachment  sent  from  this  ship  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  D. 
M.  CampbeU,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  land- 
m^  at  Smithfield,  Va.,  on  the  fourteenth  instant 
Killed,  Acting  Volunteer-Lieutenant  Charles  B. 
Wilder ;  wounded,  Harmon  H.  Miller,  landsman, 
severely  in  left  shoulder.    • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LONGSHAW  Jr., 
Aftsiftant  Surgeon  U.  S.  N. 
Lient-Commander  J.  H.  Upshvr, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

REPORT   OF  JAMES   M.  WILLIAMS. 

UxirKD  States  Steamer  Coiimodorb  Perrt,  ) 
Naksemono  River,  Va.,  April  14, 18W.     J 

Sm :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  I  proceeded  up  the  Nansemond 
River,  and  at  7.46  P.  M.  of  that  day  (thirteenth 
instant)  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the ' 


Commodore  Perry,  (lying  at  first  obstructions  in 
the  river,)  who  furnished  me  with  two  boats  (crews 
armed)  firom  his  vessel.  We  then  proceeded  up 
the  river,  and  at  10.55  P.  M  anchored  at  Sleepy 
Hole.  I  then  fitted  out  two  armed  boats  from  this 
vessel,  and  with  the  two  from  the  Coinmodore 
Perry  communicated  with  Colonel  Keys,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volun- 
teers, (at  11.30  P.  M.,)  who  required  our  assistance 
in  transporting  his  troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  At  2.30  A.  M.  of^this  day  (fourteenth  April) 
they  commenced  crossing  in  army  launches  and 
boats  on  the  expedition  nrom  this  vessel,  and  at 
six  A.  M.  the  last  of  them  had  crossed.  I  then  re- 
turned to  this  vessel  immediately,  got  under  way, 
and,  with  two  of  the  Commodore  Perry's  boats  m 
tow,  steamed  to  Western  Branch  and  anchored  at 
the  obstructions;  then,  with  two  boats'  crews, 
armed,  proceeded  about  three  miles  up  the  branch, 
where  I  communicated  with  the  Colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  New  Hampslure  volunteers,  who  ill- 
formed  me  that  the  pickets  had  seen  rebel  cavalry 
in  the  morning,  (it  was  noon  when  I  met  the 
Colonel.)  He  also  informed  me  that  they  (the 
rebel  cavalry  and  infantry)  were  reported  to  be 
about  ten  thousand  strong,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Barker's  Cross  Hoads.  A  little  farther 
up  the  branch  I  met  a  citizen  (a  farmer)  whom  I 
strictly  questioned  concerning  torpedoes,  boats, 
&c.  He  positively  denied  that  any  such  things 
were  in  that  neighborhood,  but  he  acknowledged 
that  they  might  he  in  Chuckatuck,  as  Lieutenant 
Roy  haa  a  force  at  his  headquarters  to  replace  the 
old  one  that  we  had  captured  on  the  twenty-ninth 
March.  After  receiving  from  him  all  the  informa- 
tion that  he  appeared  to  know,  I  returned  to  my 
vessel,  steamed  to  Sleepy  Hole,  where  the  Com- 
modore Perry  was  anchored,  returned  her  boats, 
and  proceeded  down  river  to  flag-ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  M.  Williams, 

ActlDgr  Ma8ter,*ooinmand^. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron.     ^ 

BEPOEl?   OF   LIEUTENANT   FOSTER. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perrt,  { 
April  15, 1864.     S 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  April  thirteenth,  I  proceeded 
up  the  Nansemond  River  to  the  landing  opposite 
Halloway's  Pomt,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  9.50 
P.  M.  I  there  found  Colonel  Keys,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volunteers, 
who  told  me  that  he  intended  to  cross  four  hun- 
dred (400)  troops  as  soon  as  his  barges  should 
arrive. 

I  offered  to  render  him  any  assistance  in  my 
power  with  regard  to  crossing  his  troops.  He 
told  me  that  he  would  cross  Uie  troops  himself, 
but  desired  me  to  take  such  a  position  as  would 
cover  the  landing  of  his  troops.  This  I  immedi- 
ately did. 

At  11.45  P.  M.  the  Delaware  came  up  with  four 
(4)  launches,  under  the  charge  of  a  Lieutenant  of 
the  naval  brigade.    I  immediately  sent  the  lieu- 
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tenant  with  the  barges  on  shore  to  report  to 
Colonel  Keys.  I  went  on  shore  myself,  and  again 
offered  to  assist  in  crossing  the  troops.  The 
Colonel,  however,  wished  to  cross  them  himself. 
It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  all  the 
troops  were  across  the  river.  At  three  o'clock, 
on  tne  afternoon  of  the  fourth  instant,  seventy 
(70)  men  returned,  under  charge  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  the  regiment,  and  recrossed. 

At  two  o'clock  this  P.  M.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold 
Harris  arrived  here  in  the  army  gunboat  Brew- 
ster, and  reported  to  me  that  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Keys  had  been  taken  to 
Norfolk,  and  would  not  return  to  recross  at 
Nansemond.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and 
proceeded  to  Newport  News. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  P.  Foster, 

Aotiii^  Volunteer- Lieutenant,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Newi>ort  News,  Ya. 

RBPOBT   OF  LIEUTENANT  FYTFE. 

I^NFTBD  States  Steamer  Morris,  ( 
Newport  News,  AprU  15, 1864.     J 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones, 
and  Shokokon,  accompanied  by  the  army  trans- 
ports Brewster  and  John  D.  W.  Pentz,  up  James 
tever,  to  a  point  in  Burrell^s  Bay,  about  three 
miles  north  of  Point  of  Shoals  light-house,  where, 
arriving  at  3.30  A.  M.,  of  the  fourteenth,  the  troops 
were  msembarked  from  the  transports  by  tne 
boats  of  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones,  and 
two  launches,  the  Shokokon  being  sent  on  picket 
about  four  miles  farther  up  the  river.  Ail  the 
troops,  nearly  four  hundred,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts  regiment,  were  landed  by  five  a.  m., 
when  the  transports  steamed  down  the  river.  About 
seven  A.  M.  some  jnusket  firing  was  heard,  which  I 
supposed  tobbe  a  small  party  of  skirmishers.  At 
eight  A.  H.  an  officer  (quartermaster)  came  down 
to  the  beach  at  a  point  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
below  where  the  troops  had  landed  and  made  sig- 
nal to  this  vesseL  He  was  accompanied  by  three 
soldiers.  I  went  in  a  boat  to  communicate  with 
him,  but  before  I  got  to  the  beach  he  had  sent 
two  of  his  men  on,  who  did  not  return,  and  are 
now  supposed  to  be  prisoners.  On  landing,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  two  wounded  men ;  that  they 
were  in  the  rear  guard  of  the  regiment,  which  was 
but  a  short  distance  off.  I  took  five  men  with  me 
to  help  bring  the  wounded  down,  the  officer  act- 
ing as  guide.  We  proceeded  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  to  where  he  said  the  rear  guard 
ought  to  be,  but  saw  nothing  of  them,  nor  could 
we  find  the  wounded.  We  saw  a  cavalry  picket 
or  escort,  composed  of  about  eight  men,  riding  in 
the  direction  of  Day's  Point  We  fired  upon 
them»  at  which  they  returned  and  galloped  back, 
and  we  returned  to  our  boats.  I  brought  the  offi- 
cer and  one  man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  soon 
after  I  put  them  on  board  the  Brewster.  At 
12.16  discovered  some  soldiers  on  shore,  at  a 


house  just  abQve  Rock  Wharf,  who  were  signalia-* 
ing  to  this  vessel.  I  now  discovered  them  to  be  the 
same  ones  we  had  landed  in  the  morning.  I 
manned  two  boats,  and  went  on  shore  to  see  what 
assistance  was  required.  On  landing,  the  Colonel 
told  me  he  had  four  wounded  men  and  four  pris- 
oners, and  said  he  had  no  way  of  caring  for 
the  wounded,  and  no  way  of  keeping  his  prison- 
ers, and  wished  me  to  receive  them  on  board  this 
vessel  until  they  could  be  properly  cared  for,  which 
I  did.  They  were  all  put  on  board  the  Mt  Wash- 
ington last  evening,  and  sent  down.  He  had  also 
a  twelve-pound  Dahlgren  howitzer,  which  he 
had  found  in  the  house,  and  which  he  said  he 
should  leave,  as  he  had  no  way  of  taking  it  with 
him.  I  then  took  it  and  brought  it  on  board, 
where  I  still  have  it  It  is  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  sights.  At  ten  P.  M.  last  night  the 
John  D.  W.  Pents  came  up  after  the  troops,  and 
requested  of  .me  some  boats  to  help  reembark 
them,  which  I  sei^t  Thev  were  all  got  off  at  3.30 
this  morning,  and  immediately  started  down  the 
river.  I  remained  there  until  I  received  your  or- 
ders to  return  to  this  station,  which  I  reached  at 
seven  o'clock  p.  M. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

Lientoiant,  ft^niiyi<^i^^hig'. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Ck)mmanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  that  at  2.30  this 
morning  this  vessel  was  hailed  from  Rock  Wharf. 
I  sent  a  boat,  which  brought  off  a  soldier  of  the 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  who  said  he  had  been 
left  behind.  I  shall  send  him  to  his  raiment 
Joseph  P.  Ftffe, 

Lieutenant,  oommandlng. 
BEPQBT   OF   ACTIKG   MASTEK  CAKPBELU 

United  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stones,) 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 1854.    j 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  this  vessel  and  two  launches  f^om  the 
Minnesota  in  tow,  under  command  of  Actin^Mas- 
ter  Charles  B.  Wilder,  to  the  moutb  of  Pagan 
Creek,  at  sunrise  on  the  fourteenth,  to  cooperate 
with  a  detachment  from  the  army ;  but  as  the 
transports  did  not  arrive  until  nine  a.  m.,  and  then 
all  got  aground,  it  was  late  before  we  could  pro- 
ceed. As  soon  as  the  transports  grounded  I  sent 
a  boat  to  know  if  I  could  render  Uiem  any  assist- 
ance, to  which  the  Captain  replied  they  had  no 
pilot  When  the  boa  Returned,  and  reported  this 
to  me,  I  steamed  down  to  them,  told  the  captains 
to  follow  me  as  soon  as  they  could  get  afloat,  and 
I  would  show  them  the  way,  which  they  did,  and 
I  steamed  up  thet;reek  to  Smithfield,  arriving  at 
12.15  p.  M.,  followed  by  the  steamers  C.  W. 
Thomas,  John  Tracey,  and  Emma,  and  landed 
the  troops  without  opposition.  The  Stepping 
Stones  taking  position  about  one  hundred  (100) 
yards  below,  and  the  launches  about  fifty  (50) 
yards  above,  the  transports  to  cover  the  landmg. 
After  the  troops  were  landed,  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  the  senior  army  officer  present,  ana  was 
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requested  to  remain  until  further  orders,  which  I 
did.  At  two  P.  M.  Acting  Master  Wilder  told 
me  he  would  like  to  go  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  with  the  launches,  if  I  had  no  objection ;  I 
replied  that  I  had  none,  and  (as  I  suppose)  think- 
IDS  there  was  uo  danger,  we  not  having  seen  any 
rebels  on  the  way  up,  went  about  two  hundred 
(200)  yards  farther  up  the  creek,  where  about  fif- 
teen (15)  of  the  rebel  signal  corps,  which  were 
concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  bank,  opened  on 
the  launches  with  musketry.  Sad  to  relate.  Act- 
ing Master  Wilder,  of  the  Minnesota,  was  instant- 
ly killed,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  head, 
and  Harmon  H.  Miller,  (seaman,)  also  from  the 
Minnesota,  was  severely  wounded.  The  boats 
returned  the  fire  promptly,  as  did  also  this  vessel, 
and  we  very  soon  heard  no  more  from  them.  The 
boats,  after  giving  the  woods  a  pretty  good  shell- 
ing, returned  to  this  vessel.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  that  the  rebel 
torpedo  boat,  which  has  been  hovering  around 
these  waters  for  a  few  days,  left  Smithfield  on 
Sunday  evening  last,  bound  to  Richmond.  It  is 
reported  by  the  inhabitants,  with  several  of  whom, 
both  white  and  black,  I  conversed,  and  their  state- 
ments all  agree,  that  the  torpedo  boat  came  to 
Smithfieldon  Saturday  morning,  the  ninth  instant, 
and  left  on  Sunday  evening  for  Richmond  for  re- 
pairs. As  near  as  I  comd  ascertain,  she  is  a 
wooden  boat,  about  thirty-five  (35)  feet  long,  and 
Tery  narrow,  has  a  propeller  en^ne,  low  pressure, 
is  covered  with  boiler  iron,  making  her  shot-proof 
against  musketry,  and  is  commanaed  by  Lieuten- 
ant Davidson,  of  the  rebel  navy.  This  morning, 
at  dayiiffht.  General  Graham  informed  me  that 
my  services  were  no  longer  required  at  Smithfield, 
and  requested  me  to  cover  the  rear  of  his  trans- 
ports while  goin^  down  the  creek,  which  I  did, 
and  arrived  at  this  place  at  11.30  A.  M.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Minnesota's  launches,  conducted 
themselves  through  this  expedition  in  the  most 
becoming  manner,  always  ready  and  anxious  to 
do  their  duty.  Pilot  Henry  Stevens,  of  the  Min- 
nesota, deserves  much  credit  in  piloting  this  ves- 
sel, as  well  as  the  transports ;  were  it  not  for  him, 
we  should  not  have  been  able  to  find  the  way  to 
Smithfield  without  much  difficulty. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding:  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Doc.  27. 

DESTRUCTION    OF   COTTON. 

OFFICIAL   ORDER   AND   DESPATCH. 

RiCHMONp,  Friday,  May  2, 1802. 
To  Major-Oeneral  M.  Lovdl : 

The  following  despatch  was  sent  to  you  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  April. 

A.  T.  Bledsoe, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


It  has  been  determined  to  bum  all  the  cotton 
and  tobacco,  whether  foreign  or  our  own,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  therefore  destroy  it  all,  if  necessary,  to 
prevent  tiiem  from  getting  it    G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 

C.  S.  OF  America,  Headquarters  Department  ) 
No.  1,  Camp  Moore,  Louisiana,  May  3, 1862.    ) 

OeneraL  Order  No.  17.  —  The  enemy,  by  an 
overwhelming  naval  force,  having  succeeded  in 
passings  the  defences  and  gaining  possession  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  are  jubuant  in  the  boast, 
that  the  struggle  which  a  gallant  people  are  mak- 
ing from  a  bondage  to  which  death  would  be  pref- 
erable, is  rapidly  closing  in  disgrace  and  humil- 
iation to  the  South.  They  claim  that  the  great 
Valley  of  the  West  being  opened,  the  remotest 
commercial  interest  of  the  civilized  world  will 
have  cause  to  side  with  them  in  the  iron-handed 
controversy  which  they  are  waging  upon  us,  for 
the  reason  that  cotton  will  now  flow  from  every 
tributary  of  the  Mississippi  to  seek  a  market  un- 
der their  protection  in  the  ports  of  Europe ;  for 
without  that  staple  they  know  full  well  that  a 
brief  period  will  put  an  end  to  their  attempt  to 
conquer  the  South.  It  is  with  the  people  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  themselves. 

If  you  are  resolved  to  be  free,  if  you  are  worthy 
of  the  heroic  blood  that  has  come  down  to  you 
through  hallowed  generations,  if  you  have  fixed 
your  undimmed  eye  upon  the  briffhtness  that 
spreads  out  before  you  and  your  children,  and 
are  determined  to  shake  away  forever  and  ever  all 
political  association  with  the  vandal  horde  that 
now  gather  like  a  pestilence  about  your  fair  coun- 
try ;  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  is  the  time  to  strike  I 
One  sparMinfft  living  touch  of  fir  t  in  manly  ac- 
tion J  or  one  hour  upon  each  cotton  plantation^ 
and  the  eternal  seal  of  Southern  independence  is 
fired  and  fixed  in  the  great  heart  of  the  world. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that,  with  the 
destruction  of  negro  propertv,  the  cotton  and 
sugar  lands  of  the  Soutn  would  be  worthless,  and 
that  the  mighty  effort  of  this  abolition  war  is  for 
that  purpose,  is  amply  proved  by  a  thousand  evi- 
dences unnecessary  to  refer  to  m  this  order,  and 
which  are  rapidly  culminating  in  the  various* 
schemes  of  the  Federal  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  destruction  of  the  slave-holding  interest  in  all 
the  border  states. 

Your  Major-General  calls,  in  this  hour  of  dan- 
ger, for  one  heroic  effort,  and  he  feels  consciously 
proud  that  he  will  not  call  in  vain.  Let  not  a  sol- 
itary hale  of  cotton  he  left  as  spoil  for  the  inva- 
der, and  all  toiU  he  toeU.  Hy  order  of  Major- 
Oeneral  LovELL.  J.  G.  Pickett, 

Atsistant  AAJutant-Oeneral. 


Doc.  28. 

HOW    SMUGGLING  WAS  CARRIED    ON. 

KEPORT   OF  CAPTAIN  DUNHAM. 

Headquarters  Defekces  op  Washington. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from 

Captain  Richard  B.  Irwin,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
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jutant-General  to  Major-General  Banks,  to  visit 
the  lower  part  of  MarylaDd  as  far  as  Leonardtown, 
St.  Mary's  county,  and  arrest  all  parties  suspected 
of  smuggling  articles  into  Virginia,  or  of  selling 
goods  to  individuals  who  purposed  conveying 
them  across  the  Potomac,  also  to  examine  the 
post-offices  at  the  many  villages  in  that  section  of 
country,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started 
on  November  first,  1862,  on  the  above  eatpedition, 
accompanied  by  a  squadiron  of  the  First  Ohio  cav- 
alry, numbering  seventy  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain N.  D.  Menken ;  reached  the  village  of  Pis- 
cataway  at  three  P.  M. ;  found  nothing  here  to 
excite  my  suspicions,  but  I  learned  from  the  in- 
habitants that  a  large  contraband  trade  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pamunkey  Land- 
ing, some  ten  mOes  below  Piscataway,  and  that 
drafted  men  and  men  belonging  to  the  rebel  army 
(the  former  to  avoid  serving,  and  the  latter  to 
visit  their  families  in  Maryland)  were  constantly 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  night,  frequently  in 
squads  of  ten  to  twenty. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  information 
I  started  for  Pamunkey  Landing,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  the  Potomac  Kiver,  near  the  mouth  of 
Pamunkey  River.  Upon  arriving  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  river,  I  ordered  fifty  men  to  dis- 
mount, and  marched  them  down  to  a  place  called 
Fishtown,  situated  upon  the  Potomac.  Left 
Lieutenant  Hartwell,  Eleventh  infantry,  of  Gen- 
eral Banks's  staff,  at  this  point,  with  a  portion  of 
the  force,  and  took  the  remainder  down  the  river 
about  two  miles,  stationing  men  at  various  inter- 
mediate points.  Remaineid  here  several  hours, 
but  accomplished  nothing.  At  two  P.  M.  collected 
the  men  and  started  fbr  camp. 

About  two  miles  from  the  river  met  a  wagon 
containing  six  men.  Two  remained  in  the  wagon 
and  four  attempted  to  escape  into  the  woods,  two 
of  whom  were  recaptured.  They  acknowledged 
that  they  were  bouna  for  Richmond,  and  were  re- 
turning from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cross  the 
river.  They  were  all  armed  but  one,  and  two  of 
the  party  belonged  to  the  rebel  army.  Their 
names  were  as  follows:  Theodore  Dent,  J.  R. 
Bateman,  J.  L  Turner,  B.  Montgomery.  Next 
day  sent  them  under  guard  to  Washington,  ac- 
companied by  a  Dr.  Hardie,  whom  I  arrested 
upon  suspicion  of  harboring  these  men  prerious  to 
crossing.  They  are  all  now  comfortably  situated 
at  the  Capitol  Prison.  Arrived  at  Port  Tobacco 
the  evening  of  the  second,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  ni^ht  Discovered  nothiilg  at  this  place 
of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  morning  of  the  third  visited  Captain  Ken- 
yon,  commanding  squadron  of  Scott's  Legion,  at 
Chapel  Point,  about  four  miles  below  Port  Tobac- 
co. His  whole  force  is  stationed  at  this  point, 
and  he  sends  out  parties  into  the  surrounding 
country  only  upon  receiving  information  that 
something^  of  a  treasonable  nature  is  going  on. 
He  had  lately  made  several  captures  of  contra- 
band goods,  also  some  prisoners.  Reached  the 
village  of  Chaptico  the  same  day  about  eleven 
P.  M.,  and  arrested  a  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding,  mer- 
chant, who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in 


violating  the  blockade.  Found  in  his  money 
drawer  letters  implicating  him.  Also  found  in 
his  storehouse  several  boxes  mysteriously  directed 
in  large  letters  to  **  O.  K.,**  of  vriiich  be  could 
give  no  account  whatever. 

At  two  A.  M.,  of  the  fourth  instant,  started  for 
Leonardtown,  fourteen  miles  distant  On  the 
way  searched  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Maddox,  situate 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wicomico  River.  Discovered 
nothing.  Reached  Leonardtown  about  daylight, 
and  arrested  a  Mr.  £.  Lee  Spaulding,  brother  to  C. 
C.  Spaulding.  Found  in  his  safe  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  in  Southern  money,  taken  in  pajrment  for 
bill  of  goods  sold  to  a  party  of  whom  he  knew 
nothing,  not  even  so  far  as  his  name.  He  had 
made  no  entry  of  this,  nor  of  many  similar  sales, 
upon  the  book,  and  save  the  man  no  receipt  He 
had  packed  the  goo(u  in  small  bundles,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  purchaser.  The  only  account  of  the 
sale  he  could  produce  was  a  bill  without  name  or 
date. 

Left  Leonardtown  afternoon  of  same  day,  with 
Mr.  £.  L.  Spaulding,  and  reached  Chaptico  at 
seven  P.  bl,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night 
Left  Chaptico  on  the  fifth  vrith  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaul- 
ding and  £.  Lee  Spaulding,  in  arrest;  arrived  at 
Pamunkev  Landing  at  seven  P.  M.,  where  we  were 
rejoined  by  Lieutenant  Hartwell,  whom  I  had 
sent  back  from  Newport  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third,  in  command  of  twenty  men,  with  orders  to 
make  a  more  thorough  search  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pamunkey ;  also  to  arrest  certain  indi- 
viduals suspected  of  entertaining  parties  who  be- 
longed to  the  opposite  shore.  1  released  them, 
however,  because  of  insufficient  proof  against 
them.  Left  Pamunkey  the  sixth  instant,  at 
eight  A.  M.,  and  amved  in  Washington  at 
three  P.  M. 

The  cases  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding  and  Mr.  E. 
Lee  Spaulding  were  investigated  by  General 
Wadsworth.  The  former  was  pronounced  guilty 
of  having  violated  the  blockade,  fined  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  released ;  the  latter  was  pro- 
nounced innocent  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding  paid  the 
fine  with  ^eat  willingness,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
considers  it  but  a  small  percentage  upon  the  thou- 
sands he  has  amassed  in  this  illegal  traffic.  This 
contraband  trade  can  be  followed  with  impunity 
anywhere  between  about  four  miles  below  Fort 
Washington  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  The 
blockade  cannot  be  effectual,  for  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  goods  are  monthly  smuggled 
into  Virginia,    I  would  respectfhlly  suggest  — 

1.  That  the  force  stationed  at  Chapel  Point,  on 
the  Potomac,  numbering  sixty  men,  be  increased 
to  several  hundred,  as  the  number  now  there  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  amount  of  labor  tip  be 
performed. 

2.  That  this  force  be  so  disposed  as  to  patrol 
the  country  and  river  shore  daily,  from  Fort 
Washington  to  the  river  mouth. 

3.  That  the  commanding  officer  be  required  to 
forward  weekly  reports  of  captures,  &c.,  to  the 
Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  That  all  boats  found  upon  the  river,  not  in 
government  service,  be  seized  by  the  conunaod- 
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ing  officer,  and  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  he 
may  deem  proper. 

5.  That  the  post  offices  he  inspected  frequent- 
ly; for,  although  I  found  nothing  treasonable 
about  them  in  my  investigation,  still  I  have  no 
doubt  that  much  illegal  matter  passes  through 
them. 

From  the  information  I  could  glean  from  vari- 
ous sources  I  am  convinced  that  almost  every 
merchant  in  those  lower  counties  has,  to  some  ex- 
tent, either  been  directly  smuggling  goods  into 
Virginia,  or  has  sold  to  irresponsible  parties. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  indebted- 
ness to  Lieutenant  C.  Hartwell,  of  General  Banks|s 
staff,  for  many  valuable  suggestions  during  this 
expedition,  as  also  to  Captain  Menken,  command- 
ing squadron  First  Ohio  cavalry,  for  his  prompt- 
ness in  the  execution  of  orders.  Two  days  of  the 
six  we  travelled  fifty  miles  a  day,  because  of  my 
anxiety  to  surprise  certain  parties.  Notwith- 
standing this,  not  a  complaint  was  heard  from  a 
single  man.  The  material  of  this  squadron  is  ex- 
cellent N 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  T.  Dunham, 

Captain  and  A.  D.  C. 
To  C.  McKeeveb, 

Lientenant  Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 


Doc.  29. 


OPERATIONS  AGAINST  THE   INDIANS. 
t 
KEFOBT  OF  COLONEL  SIBLEY. 

Headquarters  in  Camp,    { 
Hear  Fort  Riooley,  September  8, 1862. ) 

Adjulant'Qmeral  Malmros: 

Sib:  I  received  despatches  from  officers  at 
New  lUm,  Winnebago  Agency,  and  from  Colonel 
Fbmdreau  at  South  Bend,  last  evening,  represent- 
ing evemhing  to  be  ouiet  in  that  quarter.  On 
the  sixth,  I  despatched  Captain  McLarty's  com- 
pany, of  the  Seventh  regiment,  to  New  Ulm,  at 
ihe  earnest  request  of  the  people  there  and  in  the 
vicinity,  who  represented  that  the  settlers  had 
been  seized  with  a  fresh  panic,  and  woidd  leave 
unless  more  troops  were  sent 

With  a  view  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  by  inducing  Little 
Crow  to  send  me  some  half-breed  with  whom  I 
could  communicate  on  the  subject,  I  left  a  com- 
mtmication  for  him  attached  to  a  stake,  near  the 
spot  where  I  interred  our  men  killed  in  the  at- 
tack upon  Major  Brown's  camp,  couched  in  these 
terms: 

•*  If  Little  Crow  has  any  propositions  to  make 
to  me,  let  him  send  a  half-breed  to  me,  and  he 
shall  be  protected  in  and  out  of  nay  camp. 

"  HI.  H.  Sibley, 

"  Colonel,  commanding  Hllitaiy  Expedition." 

Last  evening,  a  mule  and  bugffy  came  into 
view  from  the  camp.  I  immediately  despatched 
the  officer  of  the  day  to  escort  the  occupant  or 
occupants  in  lafety  to  my  tent,  a  white  flag  hav- 


ing been  conspicuously  displayed  from  the  vehi- 
cle. He  returned,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Rob- 
ertson, son  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Farming, 
and  teacher  among  the  Sioux,  (one-eighth  blood), 
and  Thomas  Robinson,  a  hdf-breed,  son  of  a 
quondam  trader  of  that  name.  They  brought  me 
a  response  to  my  note  to  Little  Grow,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  verbatim  copy : 

**  Yellow  Medicine,  September  7, 1862. 
''Deab  Sir:  for  what  reason  we  have  com- 
menced this  war,  I  will  tell  you,  it  is  on  account 
of  Major  Oalbraith,  we  maae  a  treaty  with  the 
Government,  a  beg  for  what  little  we  do  get,  and 
then  can't  get  it  till  our  children  was  diemg  with 
hunger  it  was  with  the  traders  that  commence 
Mr.  A.  J.  Myrick  told  the  Indians  they  could  eat 
grass  or  their  own  dung.  Then  Mr.  Forbes  told 
the  lower  Sioux  that  were  not  men  then  Robert 
he  was  making  with  his  friends  how  to  defraud 
us  of  our  money,  if  the  young  braves  have  push 
the  white  man  I  have  done  this  myself.  So  I 
want  you  to  let  the  Ooveinar  Ramesy  know  this. 
I  have  great  many  prisneer  women  and  childun  it 
aint  all  our  fault  the  Winnebagoes  was  in  the 
engagement,  two  of  them  was  killed.  I  want  you 
to  give  me  answer  by  barer  all  at  present 
"  Yours  truly  his 

"LnTLE-f-CROW, 
"  mark  " 

Addressed  to  "  Qoyemor  H.  H.  Sibley,  Esq., 
Fort  Ridgley." 

I  have  questioned  the  two  men  very  closely  with 
reference  to  the  prisoners,  their  number  and  condi- 
tion, the  location  of  the  Indian  camp,  the  intention 
of  the  leaders,  and  state  concisely  the  substance  of 
their  replies.  They  say  the  white  women  and  chil- 
dren number  one  hundred  or  more ;  that  no  violence 
has  been  offered  the  former ;  that  they  cp-e  as  well 
taken  care  of  by  the  farmer  Indians  as  circum- 
stances will  permit;  that  they  are  allowed  full 
liberty  durii^g  the  day,  but  are  quartered  at 
night ;  that  only  one  half-breed,  L.  Labathe,  was 
killed,  and  he  would  not  have  been  had  he  not 
resisted.  The  other  half-breeds  are  kept  as  pris- 
oners, although  unguarded.  It  is  announced  to 
them  that,  if  they  attempt  to  escape,  they  and 
their  families  will  be  killed.  They  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  forced  to  participate  in  the  fights 
that  have  occurred,  under  penalt^  of  being  killed. 

They  sav  many  of  the  Sioux,  indeed  all  of  the 
lower  bands,  were  in  favor  of  eiving  up  the  white 
prisoners,  but  the  upper  Ihdians  object,  which 
brought  on  a  general  wrangle  between  them. 

To-day  I  send  back  the  l^arer  of  the  truce  flag, 
with  a  note  in  these  words : 

"Little  Crow:  You  have  murdered  many 
of  our  people  without  any  sufficient  cause.  Re- 
turn me  the  prisoners  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  I 
will  talk  to  you  like  a  man. 

"  H.  H.  Sibley, 

"  Colonel,  commanding  Military  Expedition.*' 

I  am  very  anxious  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
many  prisoners  before  attacking  the  camp,  as 
they  wul  doubtless  be  placed  in  the  most  exposed 
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situations.  The  number  of  fighting  men  in  the 
lower  bands  is  five  hundred  and  seventeen,  ac- 
cording to  actual  enumeration;  of  Wahpetons, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  they  have 
been  reenforced  by  six  hundred  men  from  the 
Yankton  and  Sissiton  bands,  and  that  the  Ehank- 
tons,  or  Cut  Heads,  will  be  down  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  from  their  hunt. 

We  have,  therefore,  to  meet,  according  to  Mr. 
Riggs,  and  other  competent  authority,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  or  twenty-eight  hundred  men,  and 
I  have,  from  the  beginning,  believed  and  acted 
from  the  conviction,  that  the  lower  bands  would 
not  attempt  to  escape,  but  would  make  a  deter- 
mined stand.  Their  main  camp  is  at  Yellow 
Medicine,  and  it  is  said  by  the  Robinsons,  that 
the  upper  Sioux  have  refused  to  allow  them  to  go 
to  theur  country,  but  tell  them  they  must  fight 
where  they  are! 

From  what  I  can  gather,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  will  make  a  desperate  fight,  and  that  we 
must  expect  night  attacks,  ambuscades,  and  ev- 
ery species  of  annoyance  in  our  advance.  In 
view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  results  of  the 
movements  of  this  column,  and  the  fact  that  I 
am  without  any  disposable  force  of  mounted  men, 
(there  are  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy  left,)  I 
must  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  cav- 
alry, fuUy  armed  and  equipped,  to  the  number  of 
at  least  one  regiment,  ana  the  infantry  force  in- 
creased to  two  thousand  men.  This  expedition, 
if  properly  supplied  with  men  and  materials,  can 
crush  this  emeute  at  a  blow,  and  wipe  out  the 
murderers,  but  should  it  meet  with  a  repulse,  or 
take  the  field  against  a  vigilant  and  desperate 
enemy,  without  sufficient  support,  no  one  can 
foresee  the  horrible  results. 

The  scouts,  as  well  as  the  bearers  of  the  flag 
of  truce,  assert  that  all  outlying  parties  have  been 
called  in,  in  view  of  the  menacmg  {)osition  of  this 
corps,  and  the  latter  further  state  that  the  party 
that  attacked  Major  Brown's  camp  consisted  of 
three  himdred  and  nineteen  men,  who  left  the 
Yellow  Medicine  with  the  intention  of  separating 
into  two  columns  at  this  point,  and  simultane- 
ously attacking  St.  Peter  and  Mankato,  and  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  force  which  met  and  repulsed 
them  in  the  neighborhood. 

I  hope  the  lliird  regiment  will  be  ordered  to 
join  this  column  at  once,  and  that  men,  and  car- 
tridges, and  rations,  and  clothing  will  be  passed 
forward  With  all  expedition.  Let  us  exterminate 
these  vermin  while  we  have  them  together.  I 
will  report  to  you  in  my  next  the  amount  and 
description  of  ammunition  on  hand,  and  what  is 
still  wanted.  In  accordance  with  your  sugges- 
tion, I  have  sent  to  New  Ulm  eighty-three  mus- 
kets, of  different  kinds,  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
cartridges,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  for  arming  the  settlers. 

I  learn  from  Colonel  Flandreau  that  he  would 
leave  for  St  Paul  to  hurry  up  reenforcements 
and  supplies  for  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
While  1  concur  in  his  report  of  the  necessity  of 
adding  to  his  strength,  I  nope  you  will  not  forget 
that,  m  all  probability,  this  corps  must  meet  the 


main  attack,  and  that  the  Third  regiment,  being 
disciplined,  is  indispensable  as  a  nucleus  and  an 
example  to  the  entirely  raw  officers  and  men 
comprising  the  large  majority  of  the  Sixth  aud 
Seventh  regiments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  H.  H.  Sibley,, 

Colonel,  oommanding. 


Doc.  30. 

GENERAL   BEAUREGARiyS  OFFICIAL 
REPORT 

OF  THE   EVACUATION    OP  CORINTH,   AND 
RETREAT   TO   TUPELO,  MISSISSIPPI. 

Headquabters  Western  Depabtment,  { 
•  Tupelo,  Miss.,  June  13, 1S62.    { 

General:  In  relation  to  the  recent  military 
operations  in  this  Quarter,  I  have  to  submit  the 
following  for  the  inrormation  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment : 

The  purposes  and  ends  for  which  I  had  held 
and  occupied  Corinth  having  been  mainly  accom- 
plished by  the  last  of  May,  and  by  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  that  month  having  ascertained  definitely 
that  the  enemy  had  received  large  accessions  to 
his  already  superior  force,  whilst  ours  had  been 
reduced  day  by  day  by  disease,  resulting  from  bad 
water  and  mferior  food,  I  felt  it  clearly  my  duty 
to  evacuate  that  position  without  delay.  I  was 
further  induced  to  this  step  by  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  had  declined  my  offer  of  battle,  twice  made 
him,  outside  of  my  intrenched  lines,  a!Hd  sedulous- 
ly avoided  Uie  separation  of  his  corps,  which  he 
advanced  with  uncommon  caution,  under  cover 
of  heavy  guns,  strong  intrenchments,  constructed 
with  unusual  labor,  and  with  singular  delay,  con- 
sidering his  strength,  and  our  relative  inferiority 
in  numbers. 

The  transparent  object  of  the  Federal  com- 
mander had  been  to  cut  off  my  resources  by  de- 
stroying the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  and  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  railroads.  This  was  substantially 
foiled  by  the  evacuation  and  withdrawal  along  the 
line  of  the  former  road ;  and,  if  followed  by  the 
enemy,  remote  from  his  base,  I  confidently  antici- 
pated opportunity  for  resumption  of  the  offensive^ 
with  chances  for  si^al  success. 

Under  these  plam  conditions,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  ult.,  I  issued  verbally  several  orders,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  par- 
tially modified  subsequently,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  papers,  &c.,  herewith,  marked  D,  £,  F,  and 
G.  These  orders  were  executed,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  with  singular  precision,  as  will  be  found  fully 
admitted  in  the  correspondence,  firom  the  scene, 
of  the  Chicago  "  Tribune,"  herewith  transmitted. 

At  the  time  finally  prescribed,  the  movement 
commenced,  and  was  accomplished  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  enemy,  who  only  began  to  sus- 
pect the  evacuation  oner  broad  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirtieth  May,  when,  having  open- 
ed on  our  lines  from  his  formidable  batteries  of 
heavy  and  long  range  guns,  erected  the  night 
previously,  he  received  no  answer  firom  any  direo- 
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tion.  But  as  our  cavalry  pickets  still  maintained 
their  positions  of  the  previous  day,  he  was  not, 
apparently,  fully  satisfic^l  of  our  movements,  until 
some  stores,  of  bttle  value,  in  the  town  were  hurned, 
which  could  not  be  removed. 

It  was  then,  to  his  surprise,  the  enemy  became 
satisfied  that  a  large  arm^ ,  approached  and  in- 
vested with  such  extraordinaiT  preparations,  ex- 
pense, labor,  and  timidity,  had  disapneared  from 
nis  front,  with  all  its  munitions  and  neavy  guns, 
leaving  him  without  knowledge,  as  I  am  assured, 
whither  it  had  gone ;  for  his  scouts  were  scattered 
in  all  directions,  as  I  have  since  ascertained,  to 
inquire  what  directions  our  forces  had  taken.  Even 
now,  indeed,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  Federal 
commander  has  little  knowledge  of  the  position 
and  disposition  of  my  main  forces. 

But  tor  the  unfortunate  and  needless  delay,  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  of  some  five 
trains  of  box  cars,  (three  miscellaneouslv  freighted, 
and  two  empty,)  in  passing  beyond  tne  bridges 
over  the  Uatchia  River  and  its  branches,  which  in 
the  plan  of  evacuation  had  been  directed  to  be 
destroyed,  at  a  certain  hour,  on  the  morning  of 
thethutieth  ultimo,  not  an  incident  would  have 
inarred,  in  the  least,  the  success  of  the  evacuation, 
in  the  face  of  a  force  so  lairgely  superior.  It  was, 
however,  through  a  too  rimd  execution  of  orders 
that  these  brioges  were  ourned,  and  we  were 
oUiged  to  destroy  the  trains,  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  bum  the  stores,  includine  some  valuable  sub- 
sistence, to  what  extent  wifl  be  more  precisely 
reported  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  troops,  inoved  off  in  good  spirits  and  order, 
prepared  to  give  battle,  if  pursued,  but  no  serious 
pursuit  was  attempted.  Remaining  in  rear  of  the 
Tuficumbia  and  its  affluents,  some  six  miles  from 
Corinth,  long  enough  to  collect  stragglers  incident 
to  new  levies,  my  main  forces  resumed  the  march, 
•nd  were  concentrated  on  Baldwin,  with  rear 
giards  left  to  hold  the  bridges  across  tbe  Tuscum- 
ma  and  tributaries,  which  were  not  drawn  back 
until  the  evening  of  the  second  instant. 

Whilst  at  Rienzi,  half  way  to  Baldwin,  I  was 
informed  that  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  pene- 
trated to  Booneville,  eight  n^les  south  of  Rienzi, 
and  had  captured  and  burned  a  railroad  train  of 
ammunition,  baggage,  and  subsistence,  delayed 
there  forty-eight  hours  by  some  mismanagement 
I  regret  to  add  that  the  enemy  also  burned  ^e 
railroad  depot,  in  which  were,  at  the  moment,  a 
number  of  dead  bodies,  and  at  least  four  sick 
ioldiers  of  this  army,  who  were  consumed  ;  an  act 
of  barbarism  scarcely  credible,  and  without  a  pre- 
cedent, to  my  knowledge,  in  civilized  warfare. 

Upon  the  opportune  appearance  in  a  short  time, 
however,  of  an  inferior  roroe  of  cavalry,  the  enemy 
left  in  great  haste  and  confusion,  after  having  re- 
ceived one  voUev.  Only  one  of  our  men  was 
carried  away  by  him.  Quite  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  stragglers,  and  of  our  sick  and  convales- 
cent, en  route  to  Southern  hospitals,  who  for  a  few 
ifioments  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  weire 
w«cued.  These  are  the  two  thousand  men,  un- 
truthfully reported  by  Generals  Pope  and  Halleck 


to  their  War  Department,  as  "captured  and 
paroled  "  on  that  occasion. 

I  desire  to  record  that  one  Colonel  Elliott,  of 
the  Federal  army,  commanded  in  this  raid,  and  is 
responsible  for  tne  cruel  death  of  our  sick. 

As  for  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  small  arms, 
also  reported  by  these  officers  as  destroyed,  the 
truth  is,  that  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  ^\e 
hundred,  mostly  inferior  muskets,  were  lost  on 
that  occasion. 

I  had  intimations  of  this  expedition  the  day 
before  the  evacuation,  and  had  detached  imme- 
diately suitable  commands  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
to  foil  its  purposes,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  on 
the  line  or  my  march.    Unfortunately  the  infantry 

1>assed  through  and  south  of  Booneville  but  a 
ittle  while  before  the  enemy  made  his  descent  $ 
the  cavalry,  as  before  said,  reached  there  in  time 
only  to  rescue  our  men  who  had  been  captured. 

Equally  inaccurate,  reckless,  and  unworthy  are 
the  statements  of  these  Federal  commanders,  in 
their  several  official  reports  by  telegraph,  bearing 
dates  of  the.  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  of  May,  and 
of  first,  second,  and  fourth  of  June,  as  published 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  journals,  touching  the 
amount  of  property  and  stores  destroyed  by  us  at 
Corinth,  and  General  Pope's  alleged  pressing 
pursuit 

Major-General  Halleck's  despatch  of  fourth 
June  may  particularly  be  characterized  as  dis- 
gracefully untrue ;  possibly,  however,  he  was  duped 
by  his  subordinate.  Nothing,  for  example,  can 
be  wider  from  the  truth  than  that  ten  tnousand 
men  and  fifteen  thousand  small  arms  of  this 
army  were  captured  or  lost  In  addition  to  those 
destroyed  at  Booneville,  some  five  hundred  infe- 
rior small  arms  were  accidentally  left  by  convales- 
cents in  a  (^mp  four  miles  south  of  Corinth. 

No  artillery  of  any  description  was  lost ;  no 
clothing.  No  tents  worth  removal  were  left 
standing.  In  fine,  the  letiers  of  newspaper  cor- 
respondents, enclosed,  give  a  correct  statement, 
botn  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  retreat,  the  scanty 
spoils  of  war  left  behind,  the  actual  barrenness 
of  substantial  results  to  the  enemy,  and  exhibit 
his  doubt,  perplexity,  and  ignorance  concerning 
the  movements  of  this  anny. 

Baldwin  was  found  to  offer  no  advantages  of  a 
defensive  character,  and  being  badly  provided  with 
water,  I  determined  to  fall  back  upon  this  point, 
some  twenty  miles  south,  fifty-two  mile^  from 
Corinth,  and  here  to  await  the  developments  of 
the  enemy's  plans  and  movements. 

Accordingly,  leaving  Baldwin  on  the  seventh, 
(see  papers  appended,  marked  H,)  the  main  body 
of  my  forces  was  assembled  here  on  the  ninth 
instant,  leaving  all  the  approaches  from  Corinth 
carefully  guarded  by  a  competent  force  of  cavalry 
under  an  efficient  officer,  who  occupied  a  line 
fifteen  miles  north  of  this  place. 

Supported  by  my  general  officers,  I  am  doing 
all  practicable  to  organize  for  defensive  operar 
tions,  whensoever  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
may  give  the  opportunity,  which  I  anticipate  as 
not  remote. 

I  feel  authorized  to  say,  by  the  evacuation,  the 
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plan  of  campaign  of  the  enemy  was  utteriy  foiled, 
nis  delay  of  seven  weeks,  and  vast  expenditures, 
were  of  little  value,  and  he  has  reached  Corinth 
to  find  it  a  barren  locality,  which  he  must  abandon 
as  wholly  worthless  for  his  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  eommandlng. 
To  General  Samuel  Cooper, 

A4jatant-Gencral  and  Inipoctor-General,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  va. 

P.  S.  —  My  effective  force  on  the  morning  of 
the  evacuation,  thirtieth  May,  1862,  did  not  ex- 
ceed forty-seven  thousand  men  of  all  arms ;  that 
of  the  enemy,  obtained  from  the  best  source  of 
information,  could  not  have  been  less  than  ninety 
thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

(A.)    Strictly  ConfldentlaL 

Hkadqcakters  Cavalrt.  W.  D.,  J 
CoKixTU,  Hiss.,  May  26, 1862.     { 

Special  Orders,  No.  30. 

I.  Captain  Mauldin,  commanding  company 
cavalry  at  Bear  Creek  bridge,  will  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice 
towards  Baldwin  or  Guntown  on  the  M.  and  O. 
R.  R.  He  will,  when  orders  to  remove  are  re- 
ceived, thoroughly  destroy  all  bridges,  both  of 
railroads  and  ordmary  roads,  on  Bear  Creek  and 
its  tributaries,  and  all  bridges  on  his  line  of  march. 
Should  the  enemy  force  nim  to  fall  back,  before 
orders  to  do  so  have  been  received,  he  will  bum 
all  bridges  as  above  instructed. 

IL  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  on 
and  near  the  Tennessee  River,  will,  if  compelled 
by  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  move  in  the  direction 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  or  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  cavalry,  at  or 
near  Rienzi,  will  follow  the  movements  of  the 
arinv  when  they  pass  Rienzi,  with  his  entire  force. 

IV.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry 
forces  at  or  near  Jacinto  will  report  at  once,  in 
person  to  General  Van  Dorn,  for  orders,  and  will, 
until  further  orders,  receive  all  of  his  orders  from 
General  Van  Dorn. 

V.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Chewalla  and  C}'prees  will  hold  their  commands 
in  rea^ness  to  move  on  short  notice,  by  the  most 
direct  route,  to  Kossuth.  When  commencing 
this  movement,  they  will  thoroughly  destroy  the 
Cypress  bridge,  and  all  the  railroad  and  mud  road 
bridges  in  their  rear,  and  all  bridges  that  might 
be  of  ser\'ice  to  the  enemy ;  they  will  take  their 
artillery  with  them,  and  on  reaching  Kossuth, 
will  follow  up  the  general  movement  of  the  army 
and  protect  its  rear. 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  at 
Pocahontas  will  hold  his  command  in  readiness 
to  move  on  short  notice  to  Ripley.  On  com- 
mencing the  move,  he  will  destroy  all  the  railroad 
and  mud  road  bridges  in  his  rear,  and  all  other  i 
bridges  that  may  be  of  service  to  the  enemy  will , 
be  destroyed.    He  will  take  all  of  his  arollery ; 


with  him,  and  more  firom  Ripley  to  Pontotoc,  and 
will  protect  the  rear  of  the  forces  moving  in  that 
direction.  , 

When  at  Ripley,  he  will  communicate  with 
general  headouarters  at  Baldwin,  for  orders. 
By  order  or  Brigadier-General  W.  N.  R.  Beall. 
Beall  Hampstead, 
Captain,  and  Asaistant  AcUntant  QeneraL 

(B.)     MEMORANDUM   OP  ORDERS. 

HBADQUARTBRS  WfeSTBBK  DSPABTXENT,  { 

CoBiNTH,  Miss.,  May  27, 1802.     ( 
The  following  memorandum  is  furnished  to 
General  Bragg,  for  the  intended  movement  of 
his  army  from  this  pkceto  Baldwin,  at  the  time 
hereinafter  indioatea : 

1.  Hardee's  corps  will  move  on  the  direct  road 
from  his  position  to  Danville,  by  Clebum's  camp, 
which  lies  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  part  of  the  way,  thence  to  Rienzi  and  to 
Baldwin. 

2t  Bragg's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kossuth, 
until  it  reaches  the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia, 
thence  by  the  Rienzi  and  Black  Land  road  to 
Carrollsville  and  Baldwin. 

3.  Breckinridge's  corps,  (or  reserve,)  via  the 
turnpike  to  Kossuth,  thence  to  ^ladL  Land,  Car- 
rollsville, and  Baldwin. 

4.  Polk's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kossuth* 
thence  by  the  Western  road  to  Black  Land,  Car- 
rollsville, and  Baldwin. 

5.  The  baggage  train  of  these  corps  must  leave 
their  position  at  twelve  M.,  precisely,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  instant,  and  stop  for  the  night  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  on  the  best 
available  ground.  The  provision  trains  will  fol- 
low the  baggage  trains. 

6.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,  and  moved  in  rear  of  the  provision 
trains  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  where 
they  will  await  further  orders.  All  of  these  trains 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  one  pioneer  company 
and  two  infantry  compames,  properly  distributed 
per  brigade.  The  brigade  and  regimental  quar- 
termaster must  accompany  and  be  responable 
for  their  trains.        ^ 

7.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  bagfpge  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  pomt  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  first-men- 
tioned stopping-place. 

8.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  th^  position  in 
the  trenches,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains.  One 
brigade  per  corps  will  be  put  in  line  of  battle,  in 
the  best  position  for  the  offensive,  in  front  of  the 
trenches.  The  reserve  will  remain  in  positioQ 
as  already  indicated  to  its  General  commanding. 
These  troops  will  all  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
if  not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their 
line  of  march  to  Baldwin  by  the  routes  indicated 
in  Article  I.,  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry 
pickets  in  front  of  their  lines  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect this  retrograde  movement.    These  pickets 
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will  remain  in  position  until  recalled  by  the  chief 
of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in  Corinth  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  the  retrograde  movement  of 
cavalry,  when  each  regiment  must  follow  the 
route  taken  by  the  corps  to  which  it  shall  have 
been  temporarily  assigned,  for  the  protection  of 
its  rear  and  flanks. 

9.  Under  no  circumstances  will  these  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
line,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  columns  of  the  Army  of 
the  Mississippi  shall  have  crossed  the  Tuscumbia ; 
when  the  General  commanding  each  corps  will 
communicate  tiiat  fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for 
his  information  and  guidance. 

10.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  they  will  destroy  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  their  rear,*'as  far  as  practicable : 
and  after  having  crossed  the  Tuscumbia,  they 
will  guard  the  crossings  until  recalled  by  the 
General  commanding. 

1 1.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
Polk,  one  to  Major-General  Hardee,  one  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and^one  to  Major-General  Van  Dom, 
independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Jacinto, 
already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter  officer. 

12.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  line,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  at  **  re- 
veille "  at  the  usual  hour ;  after  which  they  can 
rejoin  their  commands. 

13.  The  commanding  officer  of  corps  of  the 
army  of  the  Mississippi  will  leave,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  guard  the  four  cross- 
ing of  that  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the 
bndges,  and  obstruct  the  roads,  after  the  passage 
of  the  cavalry. 

14.  On  arriving  at  Baldwin,  the  best  defensive 
position  will  be  taken  by  the  army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, due*regard  being  had  to  a  proper  and  suffi- 
cient supply  of  wood  and  water  for  the  troops 
and  horses  of  the  different  commands. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  oommandijig. 

(c.)  Memorandum;  or  movements  on  bald- 
win  FOB  GENERAL  VAN   DORN. 

Heaxm^carters  Western  Department,  ) 
Corinth,  Miss.,  May  27,  I8ti2.     ( 

1.  The  baggage  trains  of  his  army  must  leave 
their  position  at  davbreak  on  the  twenty-eighth 
instant,  by  the  road  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  stop  temporarily  at  about 
six  miles  from  his  headquarters,  but  with  secret 
orders  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  to  con- 
tinue rapidly  on  the  direct  road  to  the  vicinity 
of  Baldwin.  The  provision  trains  will  follow  the 
baggage  trains. 

2.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,  or  near  the  general  headauarters,  where 
they  will  remain  until  the  troops  shall  have  been 
moved  to  the  front  to  take  up  tneir  line  of  battle, 


when  these  trains  will  be  ordered  to  follow  the 
provision  trains. 

All  of  these  trains  must  be  accompanied  by  one 
pioneer  company  and  two  infantry  companies 
(properly  distributed)  per  brigade.  The  brigade 
and  regimental  quartermasters  must  accompany, 
and  be  responsible  for  their  trains. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  already 
mentioned  stopping-place. 

3.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
line  of  battle  as  soon  as  practicable  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains. 

These  troops  wul  bivouac'  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  if 
not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their  line 
of  march  to  Baldwin,  bv  the  route  indicated,  (Arti- 
cle I.,)  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry  pick- 
ets in  front  of  their  lines,  to  guard  and  protect 
this  retrograde  movement 

These  pickets  shall  remain  in  position  until  re- 
called by  the  chief  of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in 
Corinth  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  cavalry,  when  each  regi- 
ment will  follow  the  route  taken  by  the  corps  to 
which  it  shall  have  been  temporarily  assigned, 
for  the  protection  of  its  rear  and  fianks. 

4.  Under  no  circumstances  will  the  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
lines,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  column  of  the  Army  of 
the  West  shall  have  crossed  Clear  Creek,  when 
the  Generals  commanding  shall  communicate  the 
fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for  his  iafoimation 
and  guidance. 

6.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  will  destroy,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  roads  and  bridges  in  their  rear,  and, 
after  having  crossed  Clear  Creek,  they  will  guard 
the  crossing  imtil  recalled  by  the  General  com- 
manding. 

6.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
Polk  and  one  to  Majpr-General  Hardee,  one  to 
General  Bragg  and  one  to  Major-General  Van 
Dorn,  independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Ja- 
cinto, already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter 
officer. 

7.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  lines,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  "reveille  " 
at  the  usual  hou/,  after  which  they  can  join  their 
commands. 

8.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
West  will  leave,  if  necessary',  on  the  south  side 
of  Clear  Creek,  about  ^ve  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  defend  the  crossing  of 
said  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the  bridges 
and  obstruct  the  road  after  the  passage  of  the 
cavalry. 

9.  On  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Guntown,  the 
best  defensive  position  will  be  taken  in  rear  of 
Twenty-mile  Creek,  due  regard  being  had  to  a 
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proper  and  sufficient  supply  of  wood  and  water 
for  the  troops.  G.  T.  Beaureoaed, 

General,  oommandtng. 

(D.)    Confidential. 

Corinth,  May  28, 1862. 
To  Oenercd  B.  Bragg,  commanding  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  CoriiUh : 

General:  Considering  that  we  have  yet  still 
so  much  to  be  removed  from  this  place,  I  have 
decided  that  the  retrograde  movement  shall  not 
take  place  until  the  thirtieth  instant,  at  the  hours 
appointed,  instead  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

You  will  please  issue  all  necesaary  orders  to 
that  effect  to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  stop  at  once  the  am- 
munition and  provision  trains  at  convenient  points 
to  this  place.        Respectfully, 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

George  Wm.  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  stair. 

Corinth,  May  28, 1802. 
(E.)    To  Major-Oeneral  E.  Van  Dom,  DanviUe 

Road: 

General  :  I  approve  of  your  request  to  leave 
at  twelve  h  (not  eleven)  to-night,  if  it  be  clear. 
Send  artillery  at  sundown  two  miles  back,  so  as 
to*  be  bevond  reach  of  sound  to  the  enemy.  Be 
careful,  however,  not  to  send  it  too  far. 

As  Bragg's  rear  guard  will  not  leave  until  three 
h,  A.  M.,  yours  ou|?ht  not  to  leave  before  2i 
h,  for  Hardee's  lelc  would  then  be  uncovered 
whilst  moving  in  rear  of  your  present  position 
and  before  crossing  the  railroad. 

Hardee  will  destroy  the  bridges  (dirt  and  rail- 
road) on  Tuscumbia,  provided  he  is  guarding 
them.  But  have  the  matter  clearly  understood 
with  him,  so  as  to  admit  of  no  error.  I  referred 
in  my  note  to  the  small  bridge  on  Clear  Creek, 
one  which  you  must  pass. 

You  must,  of  course,  have  out  as  few  details  as 
possible.    You  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  that. 

The  telegraph  operator  must  remain  at  his  post 
as  long  as  possible,  say  until  your  main  forces 
move  to  the  rear,  for  at  any  moment  we  may  be 
called  upon  to  move  forward. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  sham  balloon.  I  hope 
it  is  so,  for  I  fear  that  more  than  their  artillery  at 
this  moment. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

P.  S.  — You  must  not  forget  to  obstruct  thor- 
oughly the  road  across  Clear  Creek,  near  General 
Jones  8  lines.  You  or  Hardee  must  keep  a  strong 
guard  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  at 
the  Clear  Creek  railroad  bridge,  until  the  last  cars 
shall  have  left  the  depot  here.  Please  arrange 
this  matter  distinctly  with  him. 

Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  send  one  regiment, 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry  to  protect 
your  train  ? 

I  think  I  would  keep  Price  back  in  best  position 


to  move  either  to  the  rear  to  protect  the  train,  if 
necessary,  or  to  the  front,  in  case  of  battle. 

George  W.  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  staff. 

COBINTB,  May  25, 1882. 
(FO    Oenercd  B.  Bragg,  Corinth  : 

General:  From  mformalion  received,  Gun- 
town,  four  miles  and  a  half  below  Baldwin,  is 
considered  a  better  position  for  the  defensive  j 
hence  we  will  go  there.  Please  give  the  necessary 
orders. 

Small  details  must  be  kept  in  or  about  old 
camps,  to  keen  up  usual  fires,  on  account  of  bal- 
loon, with  oraers  to  join  their  commands  at  ten 
hour,  on  the  Eharch  to  the  rear,  or  in  front,  in  case 
of  battle. 

Not  too  many  fires  must  be  kept  on  the  lines 
to-night,  so  as  not  ^o  reveal  too  clearly  oar 
position.  A  brigade  (the  best  one)  from  each 
corps  will  be  selected  to  guard  and  bring  up  the 
rear  of  each  column,  to  move  off  about  two  hours 
after  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  from  which  a 
small  detail  will  be  left  at  each  bridge  to  destroy 
it  after  passage  of  cavalry.  Detail  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  importance  of  bridge. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  for*  the  main  forces 
to  start  at  the  one  h,  and  the  rear  guards  at  three 
h  A.  M.  P  ' 

No  rockets  must  be  fired  t^-night. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
George  Wm.  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquartbbs  Western  Department,  { 
Corinth,  May,  lSG-».    \ 

(G.)    To  General  B,  Bragg  and  Major-QenemU 
E.  Van  Dom,  L.  Polk,  W,  J,  Hardee,  J.  C. 
Breckinridge : 
Generals  :  The  following  modifications  have 

been  made  in  the  order  relative  to  the  retrograde 

movement  from  this  place : 

1.  At  sundown  tne  light  battened  must  be 
sent  to  about  one  mile  from  the  intrenched  lines, 
in  order  to  avoid  communicating  to  the  enemy 
any  information  of  the  movement.  These  bat- 
teries must  be  so  placed  outside  of  the  road  as  to 
follow  their  brigades  at  night  without  any  diffi- 
culty. 

2.  At  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  heavy  batteries 
of  the  lines  must  be  removed,  without  noise,  to 
the  cars,  and  sent  to  the  Central  depot. 

3.  At  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  forces  is  to  commence,  as  already  in- 
structed. 

4.  At  twelve  o'clock  p.  M.,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
possible,  the  rear  guard  is  to  follow  the  movement 

5.  As  soon  as  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi 
shall  have  got  beyond  the  Tuscumbia,  and  the 
Armv  of  the  West  beyond  Bidge  Crtek,  General 
Beall,  at  Corinth,  (chief  of  cavaJry,)  shall  be  in- 
formed of  the  facts,  and  the  position  in  the  rear 
of  said  stream  shall  be  held  until  the  train  shall 
be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemv. 

6.  Camp-fires  must  be  kept  up  all  night  by 
the  troops  in  position,  and  then  by  the  cavaliy. 
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7.  Three  signal  rockets  shall  he  sent  un  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  hy  the  cavalry  picKCts 
of  Generals  Van  Dorn,  Bragg,  and  Polk. 

8.  All  Artesian  and  other  wells  must  he  de- 
stroyed this  evening,  by  a  detachment  from  each 
brigade.  All  Artesian  well  machinery  must  be 
sent,  forthwith,  to  the  depot  for  transportation  to 
SaltiUo. 

9.  Whenever  the  railroad  engine  shall  whistle 
through  the  night,  near  the  intrenched  line,  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity  shall  cheer  repeatedly,  as 
though  reenforcements  had  been  received. 

G.  T.  Seaubeoard, 

General,  oonnnanding. 

Geo.  Wat  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  staff. 

CH.)  MEMOBANDUH  OF  ORDERS. 

Headquartebs  Western  Department,  > 
"Baldwin,  June  6, 1862, 6  h.  f.  m.     ) 

L  General  Van  Dom's  army  will  start  at  three 
h.  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  on  its  way  to 
Tupelo,  via  the  road  from  Baldwin  to  Priceville. 
It  will  halt  for  the  night  at  Sand  Creek,  a  distance 
of  about  (17)  seventeen  miles  from  Baldwin.  It 
will  resume  the  Mne  of  march  the  next  morning 
at  three  h.  A.  M.,  and  will  take  position,  for  the 
present,  at  Priceville,  leaving  a  brigade  at  the 
cross  of  the  road,  with  the  Ripley  and  the  Cotton 
Gin  road,  near  Smith  or  Brooks*s  house,  and  a 
cavalry  force  at  or  about  the  steam  saw-mill. 
One  brigade  will  be  sent  to  MorrisviUe  or  vidnitv, 
and  a  force  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  (20)  mile 
creek  ferry,  on  the  road  horn  Fulton,  with  a 
strong  picket  at  the  latter  place.  The  cavalry 
r^;iment  at  Marietta  will  not  leave  that  position 
mitil  the  eighth  instant,  at  four  a.  m. 

IL  General  Hardee's  corps  will  start  for  Tupelo, 
at  four  h.  P.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  via  the 
same  road  as  General  Van  Dom's  armv,  stopping 
for  ibe  night  at  a  creek,  about  nine  miles  from  its 
present  position.  He  will  send  at  four  h.  a.  m., 
on  that  day,  one  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, to  the  cross-road  with  the  Natchez  rail- 
road, to  guard  the  Twenty-mile  creek  crossing. 

His  corps  will  resume  its  line  of  march  at  four 
h.  a.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant,  and  will  get  to 
Tupelo  that  mght  if  practicable.  His  rear  guard 
of  cavalry  wiU  remain  in  its  present  position 
im^  twelve  P.  H.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and 
afterwards  in  the  vicinity  of  Baldwin  (guarding 
the  rear  of  Hardee's  coips)  until  about  four  a, 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant. 

HI.  General  Breckinridge's  corps  of  reserve 
will  leave  for  Tupelo,  via  Oarrollsville  and  Birming- 
ham, at  three  n.  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant, 
stopping  for  the  night  at  Yanoby  Creek,  a  few 
miles  b^ond  the  latter  town,  and  wiU  resume  its 
line  of  march  at  three  h.  a.  m.,  on  the  eighth 
instant.  • 

IV.  (General  Bragg's  corps  will  leave  by  the 
same  road  as  General  Breckinridge's,  (passing  to  the 
westward  of  Carrollsville,)  at  two  h.  P..  M.,  on  the 
seventh  instant,  stopping  for  the  night  at  or  near 
Birmingham ;  leaving  there  at  three  h.  a.  M.,  for 
Tupek). 


His  cavalry  will  follow  on  the  same  road,  the 
movement  from  where  it  is  now  posted,  at  two  h. 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant.  The  regiment  at 
Ripley  will  move  on  the  road  from  that  place  to 
Tupelo,  and  all  said  cavalry  will  be  posted  as  al- 
ready indicated  to  General  B.  on  the  map. 

V.  General  Polk's  corps  will  conform  its  move- 
ments to  that  of  General  Bragg,  starting  at  two  h. 
p.  M.,  on  the  eiffhth  instant,  on  the  direct  road  to 
SaltiUo,  west  of  the  railroad,  halting  at  that  plaf  e 
until  ftirther  orders.  His  cavalry  will  remain 
where  at  present  posted,  and  will  follow  his  move- 
ments along  the  same  road,  (yarding  his  rear,)  at 
three  h.  a.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant. 

VL  All  infantry  outposts  should  be  recalled  in 
time  to  join  their  command. 

VII.  All  finger  boards  and  mile  posts  should  be 
taken  down  by  the  cavalry  of  the  rear  guards. 
G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  oommanding. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.GeneraL 


Doc.  31. 

battlb  of  CHANCELLORSVILLE. 
report  of  general  r.  £.  lee. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Abxt  Northern  Viroiivia,  > 
September  21, 1803.    j 

Oeneral  8,  Cooper t  Acffuiani  and  Inspector- Oen- 

erdly  C.  8,  A,y  Bichmond,  Va, : 

General  :  After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
the  army  remained  encamped  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Rappahannock  until  the  latter  part  of  April. 
The  Federal  army  occuoied  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  FredericKsbui^,  extending  to  the 
Potomac.  Two  brigades  of  Anderson's  division, 
those  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Posey,  were  sta- 
tioned near  the  United  States  Mine  or  Bark  Mill 
Ford;  and  a  third, 'under  command  of  General 
Wilcox,  guarded  Banks's  Ford.  The  cavalry  was 
distributed  on  both  flanks  —  Fitzhugh  Lee's  bri- 
gade picketing  the  Rappahannock  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Kapidan,  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  near 
Port  Royal.  Hampton's  brigade  had  been  sent 
into  the  interior  to  recruit  General  Longstreet, 
with  two  divisions  of  his  corps,  was  detached  for 
service  south  of  James  River,  in  February,  and 
did  not  rejoin  the  army  imtil  alter  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville.  With  the  exception  of  the  en- 
gagement between  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  March,  1863,  of  which  a  brief  report  has 
been  already  forwarded  to  the  Department,  noth- 
ing of  interest  transpired  during  this  period  of 
inactivity. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  concentrating 
on  the  upper  Rappahsumock.  llieir  efforts  to  estab- 
iish  themselves  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were 
successfully  resisted  by  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  two 
regiments  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's,  the  whole  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Stuart.  About 
the  twenty-first,  small  bodies  of  infantry  appeared 
at  Kelle^^s  Ford  and  the  Rappahannock  Bridge, 
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and  almost  at  the  same  time  a  demonstration  was 
made  opposite  Port  Royal,  where  a  party  of  infan- 
try crossed  the  river  about  the  twenty-third.  These 
movements  were  evidently  intended  to  conceal 
the  designs  of  the  enemy ;  but,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reports  of  scouts,  indicated  that  the 
Federal  army,  now  commanded  by  Major-Oeneral 
Hooker,  was  about  to  resume  active  operations. 
At  half-past  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  twenty-eighth 
oS^pril,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in 
boats,  near  Fredericksburg,  and,  cunving  off  the 
pickets  on  the  river,  proceeded  to  lay  down  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  a  short  distance  below  the  moutn  of 
Deep  Run.  Later  in  the  forenoon  another  bridge 
was  constructed  about  a  mile  below  the  first  A 
considerable  force  crossed  on  these  bridges  during 
the  day,  and  was  massed  out  of  view  under  the 
high  banks  of  the  river.  The  bridges,  as  well  as 
the  troops,  were  effectually  protected  from  our 
artillery  by  the  depth  of  the  river's  bed  and  the 
narrowness  of  the  stream,  while  the  batteries  on 
the  opposite  heights  completely  commanded  the 
wide  plain  between  our  lines  and  the  river. 

As  in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  it  was 
thought  best  to  select  positions  with  a  view  to  re- 
sist the  advance  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  incur 
the  heavv  loss  that  wtMld  attend  any  attempt  to 
prevent  his  crossing.  Our  dispositions  were  ac- 
cordingly made  as  on  the  former  occasion.  No 
demonstration  was  made  opposite  any  other  point 
of  our  lines  at  Fredericksburg ;  and  the  strengtb 
of  the  force  that  had  crossed,  and  its  apparent 
indisposition  to  attack,  indicated  that  the  princi- 
pal effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  made  in  some 
other  quarter.  This  impression  was  confirmed  by 
intelligence  received  from  General  Stuart,  that  a 
large  body  of  infantry  and  artiller}*  was  passing  up 
the  river.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-mntn 
that  officer  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
in  force  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  preceding 
evening.  Later  in  the  day  he  announced  that  a 
heavy  column  was  moving  from  Kelley's  towards 
Oermana  Ford,  on  the  Kapidan,  and  another  to- 
wards Ely's  Ford,  on  that  river.  The  routes  they 
were  pursuing,  after  crossing  the  Rapid  an,  con- 
verge near  Cnancellorsville,  whence  several  roads 
lead  to  the  rear  of  our  position  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth.  General  An- 
derson was  directed  to  proceed  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  dispose  Wright's  brigade  and  the 
troops  from  the  Bark  Mill  Ford  to  cover  these  roads. 
Arriving  at  Chancellorsville  about  midnight,  he 
found  the  commands  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Po- 
sey already  there,  having  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Bark  Mill  Ford,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
guard.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Kapidan,  and  were  approaching  in  strong  force, 
General  Anderson  retired  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  to  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
plank  roads,  near  Tabernacle  Church,  and  began  4 
to  intrench  himself.  The  enemv's  cavalry  skir- 1 
mished  with  his  rear  gtlard  as  he  left  Chancellors- ; 
ville ;  but  being  vigorously  repulsed  by  Mahone's 
brigade,  offered  no  further  opposition  to  his 
march.    Mahone  was  placed  on  the  old  turnpike, 


Wright  and  Posey  on  die  plank  road.  In  the 
mean  time  General  Stuart  had  been  directed  to 
endeavor  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  column 
marching  by  way  of  Germana  Ford.  Detaching 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  his  two  regiments,  the  Ninth 
and  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  General  Stuart  crossed 
the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford,  with  Fitz  Lee's 
brigade,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth.  Halt- 
ing to  give  his  men  a  few  hours'  repose,  he  or- 
dered Colonel  Owens,  with  the  Third  Virginia 
cavalry,  to  throw  himself  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  attacked  his  right 
fiank,  at  the  Wilderness  tavern,  between  Germa- 
na Ford  and  Chancellorsville.  By  this  means  the 
march  of  this  column  was  delayed  until  twelve  M., 
when,  learning  that  the  one  from  Ely's  Ford  had 
already  reached  Chancellorsville,  General  Stuart 
marched  by  Todd's  tavern  towards  Spottsylvania 
Court-House,  toput  himself  in  coitimunication  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  Colonel  Owens 
fell  back  upon  General  Anderson.^ 

The  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Fredericksburg, 
continued  inactive,  and  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  main  attack  would  be  made  upon  our  flank 
and  rear.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  leave 
sufficient  troops  to  hold  our  lines,  and  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army  to  give  battle  to  the  ap- 
proaching column.  Early's  division  of  Jackson's 
corps,  and  Barksdale's  bngade  of  McLaws's  divis- 
ion, with  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,  under  Gen- 
eral Pendleton,  were  intrusted  with  the  defence 
of  our  position  at  Fredericksburg,  and  at  mid- 
night, on  the  thirtieth.  General  McLaws  marched 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chaircel- 
lorsville.  General  Jackson  followed  at  dawn 
next  morning,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  his 
corps.  He  reached  the  position  occupied  by 
General  Anderson  at  eight  a.  m.,  and  immediately 
began  preparations  to  advance.  At  eleven  A.  IL, 
the  troops  moved  forward  upon  the  plank  and  old 
turnpike  roads,  Anderson,  with  the  brigades  of 
Wright  and  Posey,  leading  on  the  fohner ;  Mo- 
Laws,  with  his  three  brigades,  preceded  by  Ma- 
hone's, on  the  latter.  Generals  Wilcox  and 
Perry,  of  Anderson's  division,  cooperated  with 
McLaws ;  Jackson's  troops  followed  Anderson  on 
the  plank  road.  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion 
of  artillery  accompanied  the  advance.  The  ene- 
my was  soon  encountered  on  both  roads,  and 
heavy  skirmishing  with  infantry  and  artillery  en- 
sued, our  troops  pressing  steadily  forward.  A 
strong  attack  upon  General  McLaws  was  repulsed 
with  spirit  by  Semmes's  Imgade;  and  General 
Wright,  by  direction  of  General  Anderson,  di- 
verging to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  marched 
by  way  of  the  unfinished  railroad  from  Freder- 
idisbiurg  to  Gordonsville,  and  turned  the  enemy's 
right  His  whole  line  thereupon  retreated  rapid- 
ly, vigorously  pussued  by  our  troops,  until  they 
arrived  withm  about  one  mile  of  Chancellorsville. 
Here  the  enemy  had  assumed  a  position  of  ereat 
natural  strength,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a 
dense  forest,  filled  with  a  tangled  undergrowth^ 
in  the  midst  of  which  breastworks  of  logs  had 
been  constructed,  with  trees  felled  in  front  so  as 
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form  an  almost  impenetrable  abatis.  His  ar- 
lery  swept  the  few  narrow  roads  by  which  his 
>sition  could  be  approached  from  the  front,  and 
>mmanded  the  adjacent  woods.  The  left  of  his 
le  extended  from  ChancellorsviUe  towards  the 
appahannock,  coTering  the  Bark  Mill  Ford, 
here  he  comniuxiicated  with  the,  north  bank  of 
le  river  by  a  pontoon  bridge.  His  right 
jetched  westward  along  the  Germana  Ford 
3ad  more  than  two  miles.  Darkness  was  a^ 
reaching  before  the  strength  and  extent  of  ms 
ne  could  be  ascertained ;  and  as  the  nature  of 
he  cpuntry  rendered  it  hazardous  to  attack  by 
Jght,  our  troops  were  halted,  and  formed  in  line 
)f  battle  in  front  of  Chancellorsville,  at  ri^ht  an- 
gles to  the  plank  road,  extending  on  the  r^ht  to 
;he  mme  road»  and  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of 
the  Catharine  furnace. 

Colonel  Wickham,  with  the  Fourth  Virginia 
cavalry  and  Colonel  Owen's  regiment,  was  sta-. 
tioned  between  the  mine  road  and  the  Rappa- 
hannock.    The  rest  of  the  cavalry  was  upon  our 
left  flank.    It  was  evident  that  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  enemy  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty  and  loss,  in  view  of  the  strength  of  his 
position  and  his  superiority  of  numbers.    It  was 
therefore  resolved  to  endeavor  to  turn  his  right 
flank,  and  gain  his  rear,  leaving  a  force  in  front 
to  hold  him  in  check  and  conceal  the  movement. 
The  execudon  of  this  plan  was  intrtiste^  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Oeneral  Jackson,  with  his  three  dirisions. 
The  commands  of  Generals  McLaws  and  Ander- 
son, with  the  exception  of  Wilcox's  brigade,  which 
during  the  night  had  been  ordered  back  to  Banks's 
Ford,  remuned  in  front  of  the  enemy.    Early  on 
the   morning   of  the  second  General  Jackson 
marched  by  the  Furnace  and  Brock  roads,  his 
movement  being  effectually  covered  by  Fits  Lee's 
cavahry,  under  General  Stuart  in  person.    As  the 
rear  ot  the  train  was  passing  the  furnace,  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  Chancellors- 
Tiile  and  attempted  its  capture.    General  Jack- 
son had  left  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Best,  at  this  point,  to  guard  his 
flank;  and  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  T.  Brown,  whose  artillerj 
was  passing  at  the  time,  placed  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion, to  aid  in  checking  his  advance.    A  small 
number  of  men  who  were  marching  to  join  their 
commands,  induding  Captain  Moore,  with  his  two 
companieB  of  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
of  Archer's  brigade,  reported  to  Colonel  Brown, 
and  supported  his  guns.    The  enemy  was  kept 
back  hjthis  small  force  until  the  train  had  passed, 
but  his  superior  numbers  enabled  him  subse- 
quently to  surround  and  capture  the  greater  part 
of  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment    General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  to  resist 
the  feirther  progress  of  this  column,  and  detached 
General  Posey  for  that  purpose.    General  Posey 
became  warmly  engaged  with  a  sup^or  force, 
but  being  reenforced  by  General   Wright,  the 
enemy's  advance  was  arrested.    After  a  long  and 
mtij^  march,  General  Jackson's  leading  di- 
yuion,  under  General  Bodes,  reached  the  old 
Hintpike,  about  three  miles  in  rear  of  Chancel- 


lorsville, at  four  p.  M.  As  the  different  divisions 
arrived  they  were  formed  at  right  angles  to  the 
road — Rodes  in  front,  Trimble's  division,  under 
Brigadier-General  Colston,  in  the  second,  and 
A.  F.  Hill's  in  the  third  line.  At  six  P.  M.  the 
advance  was  ordered.  The  enemy  were  taken  by 
surprise,  and  fled,  after  a  brief  resistance.  Gen- 
eral Rodes's  men  pushed  forward  with  great  vigor 
and  enthusiasm,  followed  closely  by  Uie  second 
and  Uiird  lines.  Position  after  position  was  car- 
ried, the  guns  captured,  and  every  effort  of  tBe 
enemy  to  rally  defeated  by  the  impetuous  rush 
of  our  troops.  In  Che  ardor  of  pursuit,  through 
the  thick  and  tangled  woods,  the  first  and  second 
lines  at  last  became  mingled,  and  moved  on  to- 
gether as  one.  The  enemy  made  a  stand  at  a 
une  of  breastworks  across  the  road  at  the  house  of 
Melzie  Chancellor ;  but  the  troops  of  Rodes  and 
Colston  dashed  over  the  intrencnments  together, 
and  the  fight  and  pursuit  were  resumed  and  con- 
tinued until  our  advance  was  arrested  by  the 
abatis  in  front  of  the  line  of  works  near  the 
central  position  at  Chancellorsrille.  It  was  now 
dark,  and  General  Jackson  ordered  the  third  line, 
under  General  Hill,  to  advance  to  the  front  and 
relieve  the  troops  of  Rodes  and  Colston,  who 
were  completely  blended,  and  in  such  disorder, 
from  their  advance  through  intricate  woods  and 
over  broken  ground,  that  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
form them.  As  Hill's  men  moved  forward,  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  with  his  staff  and  escort,  returning 
from  the  extreme  front,  met  his  skirmishers  ad- 
vancing, and  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night  were 
mistaken  for  the  enemy,  and  nred  upon.  Captain 
Boswell,  chief  engineer  of  the  corps,  and  several 
others,  were  killed,  and  a  number  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  received  a  severe  injury,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field.  The  command  devolved 
upon  Major-General  Hill,  whose  division,  under 
General  Heth,  was  advanced  to  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  which  had  been  reached  by  Rodes 
and  Colston.  A  furious  fire  of  artillery  was 
opened  upon  them  by  the  enemy,  under  cover  of 
wnich  his  infantry  advanced  to  the  attack.  They 
were  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fifth  Vir- 
ffinia  regiment,  under  Colonel  Mallory,  who  was 
Killed  wnile  bravely  leading  his  men.  General 
Hill  was  soon  afterwards  disabled,  and  Maior- 
General  Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  seize  the  road  to  Ely's  Ford,  in 
rear  of  the  enemy,  was  sent  for  to  take  command. 
At  this  time  the  right  of  Hill's  division  was  at- 
tacked by  the  column  of  the  enemy  already  men- 
tioned as  having  penetrated  to  the  furnace,  which 
had  been  recalled  to  Chancellorsville  to  avoid 
being  cut  off  by  the  advance  of  Jackson.  This 
attack  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by  the 
Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  ana  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments, 
Lane's  brigade. 

Upon  General  Stuart's  arrival,  soon  afterwards, 
the  command  was  turned  over  to  him  by  General 
Hill.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
the  ^und  and  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  disposition  of  the  troops.  The  darkness  of 
the  nighty  and  the  difficulty  of  moving  through 
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the  woods  and  undergrowth,  rendered  it  advisable 
to  defer  further  operations  until  morning;  and 
the  troops  rested  on  their  arms  in  line  of  oattle. 
Colonel  Crutchfieldy  chief  of  artiJIery  of  the  corps, 
was  severely  wounded,  and  Colonel  Alexander, 
senior  artillery  officer  present,  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  in  selecting  positions  for  our 
batteries.  As  soon  as  the  sound  of  cannon  ^ve 
notice  of  Jackson's  attack  on  the  enemy's  right, 
our  troops  in  front  of  Chancellorsville  were  or- 
dered to  press  him  strongly  on  the  left,  to  pre- 
vent reenforcements  being  sent  to  the  point 
assailed.  They  were  directe'd  not  to  attack  in 
force,  unless  a  favorable  opportunity  should  pre- 
sent itself;  and  while  continuing  to  cover  the 
roads  leading  from  their  respective*  positions 
towards  Chancellorsville,  to  incEne  the  left  so  as 
to  connect  with  Jackson's  right,  as  he  closed  in 
upon  the  centre.  These  orders  were  well  exe- 
cuted, our  troops  advancing  up  to  the  enemas 
intrenchments,  while  several  batteries  played  with 
good  effect  upon  his  lines,  until  prevented  by  the 
mcreasing  darkness. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  General 
Stuart  renewed  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who 
had  strengthened  his  right  during  the  night  with 
additional  breastworks,  while  a  large  number  of 
guns,  protected  by  intrenchments,  were  posted 
so  as  to  sweep  tne  woods  through  which  our 
troops  had  to  advance.  Hill's  division  was  in 
front,  with  Colston  in  the  second  line,  and  Rodes 
in  the  third.  The  second  and  third  lines  soon 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  first,  and  the  whole 
became  hotly  engaged.  The  breastworks,  at  which 
the  attack  was  suspended  the  preceding  evening, 
were  carried  by  assault,  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery.  In  rear  of  these  breast- 
works was  a  barricade,  frt)m  which  the  enemy 
was  Quickly  driven.  The  troops  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  pressing  through  the  woods,  at- 
tacked and  broke  the  next  line,  while  those  on 
the  right  bravely  assailed  the  extensive  earth- 
works behind  wnich  the  enemy's  artillery  was 
posted.  Three  times  were  these  works  carried, 
and  as  often  were  the  brave  assailants  compelled 
to  abandon  them  —  twice  bv  the  retirement  of  the 
troops  on  their  left,  who  fell  back  after  a  gallant 
struggle  with  superior  numbers,  and  once  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  on  their  right,  caused  by 
'  the  advance  of  General  Anderson.  The  left  be- 
ing reenforced,  finally  succeeded  in  driving  back 
the  enemy,  and  the  artillery,  under  lieutenant- 
Colonels  Carter  and  Jones,  being  thrown-  forward 
to  occupy  favorable  positions,  secured  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  infantry,  began  to  play  with  great 
precision  and  effect.  Anderson,  in  the  mean 
time,  pressed  gallantly  forward,  directly  upon 
Chancellorsville,  his  right  resting  upon  the  plank 
road,  and  his  left  extending  arouna  the  furnace, 
while  McLaws  made  a  strong  demonstration  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  As  the  troops  advancing 
upon  the  enemy's  front  and  right  converged  upon 
his  central  position,  Anderson  effected  a  junction 
with  Jackson's  corps,  and  the  whole  line  pressed 
irresistibly  on.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  all 
his  fortified  positions,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed, 


wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  retreated  towards 
the  Rappahannock.  By  ten  a.  m.  we  were  in  full 
possession  of  the  field.  The  troops  having  be- 
come somewhat  scattered,  by  the  difficulties  of 
the  ground  «md  the  ardor  of  the  contest,  were 
immediately  re-formed,  preparatory  to  renewing 
the  attack.  The  enemy  nad  withdrawn  to  a 
strong  portion  nearer  to  the  Rappahannock, 
which  he  had  previously  fortified.  His  superior- 
ity of  numbers,  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  was  densely  wooded,  and  the  con- 
dition of  our  troops  after  the  arduous  and  san- 
guinary confiict  in  which  they  had  been  engaged, 
rendered  great  caution  necessary.  Our  prepara- 
tions were  just  completed,  when  further  opera- 
tions were  arrested  by  intelligence  receive4  from 
Fredericksburg. 

General  Early  had  been  instructed,  in  the  event 
of  the  enemy  withdrawing  from  his  front  and 
jnoving  up  the  river,  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  with  so  much  of  his  command  as  could 
be  spared  from  the  defence  of  his  lines.  This  or- 
der was  repeated  on  the  second ;  but  by  a  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  the  officer  conveying 
It,  General  Early  was  directed  to  move  uncondi- 
tionally. Leaving  Hays's  brigade  and  one  regi- 
ment of  Barksdale's  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
directing  a  part  of  General  Pendleton's  artillery 
to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  in  compliance  with  the  or- 
der delivered  to  him.  General  Early  moved  with 
the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancellorsville. 
As  soon  as  his  vrithdrawal  was  perceived,  the 
enemy  began  to  give  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
advance ;  but  the  mistake  in  the  transmission  of 
the  order  bemg  corrected.  General  Early  returned 
to  his  ori^naf  position.  The  line  to  be  defended 
by  Barksdale's  brigade  extended  frt)m  the  Rap- 
pahannock, above  Fredericksburg,  to  the  rear  of 
Howison's  house,  a  distance  of  more  than  two 
miles.  The  artillery  was  posted  along  the  heights 
m  rear  of  the  town.  Before  dawn,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third.  General  Barksdale  reported  to 
General  Early  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  force,  and  laid  down  a  bridge 
at  the  town.  Hays's  brigade  was  sent  to  his  sup- 
port, and  placed  on  his  extreme  left,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  regiment,  stationed  on  the  right 
of  his  line,  behind  Howison's  house.  Seven  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment 
were  posted  by  General  Barksdale  between  the 
Marye  house  and  the  plank  road ;  the  Eighteenth 
and  Uie  three  other  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
first  occupied  the  telegrapn  road  at  the  foot  of 
Marye's  hill,  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  being  farther  to  the  right  on  the  hills 
near  to  Howison's  house.  The  enemy  made  a 
demonstration  against  the  extreme  right,  which 
was  easily  repulsed  by  General  Early.  Soon  af- 
terwards a  column  moved  from  Fredericksburg 
along  the  river  banks,  as  if  to  gain  the  heights  on 
the  extreme  left,  which  commanded  those  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  town.  This  attempt  was 
foiled  by  General  Hays,  and  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  from  Banks's  Ford,  whcf  deployed  a 
few  skirmishers  on  the  hill,  near  Taylors  house, 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  a  section  of 
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artillery.  Very  soon  the  enemy  advanced  in  large 
force  a^inst  Marye's  and  the  hills  to  the  right 
and  left  of  it.  Two  assaults  were  gallantly  re- 
pulsed by  Barksdale's  men  and  the  artillery. 
After  the  second,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sertt  from 
the  town,  to  obtain  permission  to  provide  for  the 
vounded.  Three  heavy  lines  advanced  immedi- 
ately upon  the  return  of  the  flag,  and  renewed  the 
attack-  They  were  bravely  repulsed  on  the  right 
and  left,  but  the  small  force  at  the  Toot  of  Marye's 
hill,  overpowered  by  more  than  ten  times  their 
numbers,  was  captured,  after  a  heroic  resistance, 
and  the  hill  carried.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery 
were  taken  on  Marye's  and  the  adjacent  heights. 
The  remainder  of  barksdale's  brigade,  together 
with  that  of  General  Hays,  and  the  artillery  on 
the  right,  retired  down  the  telegraph  road. 

The  success  of  the  enemy  enabled  him  to 
threaten  our  communications  by  moving  down 
the  telegraph  road,  or  to  come  upon  our  rear  at 
Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road.  He  at  first 
advanced  on  the  former,  but  was  checked  by 
General  Early,  who  had  halted  the  commands 
of  Barksdale  and  Hays,  with  the  artillery,  about 
two  miles  from  Marye's  hill,  and  reenforced  them 
with  three  regiments  of  Gordon's  brigade. 

The  enemy  then  began  to  advance  up  the 
plank  road,  nis  progress  being  gallantly  disputed 
oy  the  brigade  of  General  Wilcox,  who  had 
moved  from  Banks's  Ford  as  rapidly  as  nossible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Barksdale ;  out  ar- 
rived too  late  to  take  part  in  the  action.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  fell  back  slowly  until  he  reached 
Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  about  five 
miles  from  Fredericksburg. 

Information  of  this  state  of  affairs  in  our  rear 
having  reached  Chancellorsville,  as  already  stated, 
General  McLaws,  with  his  three  brigades  and  one 
of  General  Anderson's,  was  ordered  to  reenforce 
General  Wilcox.  He  arrived  at  Salem  Church 
early  in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found  General 
Wilcox  in  line  of  battle,  with  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  consisting,  as  was  reported,  of  one  army 
corps  and  part  of  another,  under  Major-General 
Scogwick,  m  his  front.  The  brigades  of  Kershaw 
and  Woffbrd  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Wilcox, 
those  of  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  his  left. 

The  enemy's  artillery  played  vigorously  upon 
our  position  for  some  time,  when  his  infantry  ad- 
Tanced  in  three  strong  lines,  the  attack  being 
directed  mainly  against  General  Wilcox,  but  par- 
tially involving  the  brigades  on  his  left.  The 
assault  was  met  with  the  utmost  firmness,  and, 
after  a  fierce  struggle,  the  first  line  was  repulsed 
with  great  daughter.  The  second  then  came  for- 
ward, but  immediately  broke  under  the  close  and 
deadly  fire  which  it  encountered,  and  the  whole 
mass  fled  in  confusion  to  the  rear.  They  were 
pursued  by  the  brigades  of  Wilcox  and  Semmes, 
which  advanced  nearly  a  mile,  when  they  were 
halted  to  re-form  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy's 
reserve,  which  now  appeared  in  large  force.  It 
being  quite  dark,  General  Wilcox  deemed  it  im- 
prudent to  push  the  attack  with  his  small  num- 
bers, and  retired  to  his  original  position,  the 
enemy  makingno  attempt  to  follow. 

Vou  X.  —  Doa        17 


The  next  morning.  General  Early  advanced 
along  the  telegraph  road,  and  recaptured  Marye's 
and  the  adjacent  niUs  without  difficulty,  thus  gain- 
ing the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  He  then  pro- 
posed to  General  McLaws  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  should  be  made  by  their  respective  com- 
mands, but  the  latter  officer,  not  deeming  his 
force  adequate  to  assail  the  enemy  in  front,  the 
proposition  was  not  carried  into  eflect.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  had  so  strengthened  his 
position  near  Chancellorsville,  that  it  was  deemed 
mexpedient  to  assail  it  with  less  than  our  whole 
force,  which  could  not  be  concentrated  until  we 
were  relieved  from  the  danger  that  menaced  our 
rear.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  still  further  to 
reenforce  the  troops  in  front  of  General  Sedgwick, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  drive  him  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Accordingly,  on  the  fourth,  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  proceed,  with  his  re- 
maining three  brigades,  to  join  General  McLaws 
—  the  three  divisions  of  Jackson's  corps  holding 
our  position  at  Chancellorsville.  Anderson  reached 
Salem  Church  about  noon,  and  was  directed  to 
gain  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  and  eflect  a  junc- 
tion with  Early.  McLaws's  troops  were  disposed 
as  on  the  previous  day,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  front,  and  to  push  forward  his  right 
brigades  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  Anderson  and 
Early  shotdd  be  perceived,  so  as  to  connect  with 
them  and  complete  the  continuity  of  our  line.     ' 

Some  delay  occurred  in  getting  the  troops  into 
position,  owing  to  the  broken  and  irregular  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  and  the  difficulty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  enemy's  forces.  The 
attack  did  not  begin  until  six  P.  M.,  when  Ander- 
son and  Early  moved  forward  and  drove  General 
Sedgwick's  troops  rapidly  before  them  across  the 
plank  road  in  the  direction  of  the  Rappahannock. 
The  speedy  approach  of  darkness  priBvented  Gen- 
eral McLaws  from  perceiving  the  success  of  the 
attack  unt^  the  enemy  began  to  recross  the  river 
a  short  ^^tance  below  Banks's  Ford,  where  he 
had  laid  one  of  his  pontoon  bridges.  His  right 
brigades,  under  Kershaw  and  Woflbrd,  advanced 
through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  firins, 
but  the  retreat  was  so  rapid  that  they  could  only 
ioin  in  the  pursuit.  A  dense  fog  settled  over  the 
field,  increasing  the  obscurity  and  rendering  great 
caution  necessary  to  avoid  collision  between  our 
own  troops.  Their  movements  were  consequently 
slow.  General  Wilcox,  with  Kertfhaw's  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  his  own,  accompanied  by  a 
battery,  proceeded  nearly  to  the  river,  capturmg 
a  number  of  prisoners  and  infficting  great  da'mage 
upon  the  enemy.  General  McLaws  also  directed 
Colonel  Alexander's  artillery  to  fire  upon  the 
locality  of  the  enemy's  bridge,  which  was  done 
with  good  eflect.  The  next  morning  it  was  found, 
that  Ueneral  Sedgwick  had  made  good  his  escape, 
and  removed  his  bridges.  Fredericksburg  was 
also  evacuated,  and  our  rear  no  longer  threat- 
ened! But,  as  General  Sedgwick  had  it  in  his 
power  to  recross,  it  was  deemed  best  to  leave 
General  Early  with  his  division  and  Barksdale's 
brigade  to  hold  our  lines  as  before — McLaws 
and  Anderson  being  directed  to  return  to  Chan- 
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cellorsville.  They  reached  their  destination  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm, 
which  continued  throughout  the  night  and  most 
of  the  following  day. 

Preparations  were  made  to  assail  the  enemy's 
works  at  daylight  on  the  sixth ;  hut,  on  advan- 
cing our  skirmishers,  it  was  found  that,  under 
cover  of  the  storm  and  darkness  of  the  night,  he 
had  retreated  over  the  river.  A  detachment  was 
left  to  guard  the  battle-field  while  the  wounded 
were  being  removed  and  the  captured  property 
collected.  The  rest  of  the  army  returned  to  its 
former  position. 

The  particulars  of  these  operations  will  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  the  several  commanding 
officers,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
will  show  more  fully  than  my  limits  will  suffer 
me  to  do,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which, 
under  God*s  blessing,  were  surmounted  by  the 
fortitude  and  valor  of  our  army.  The  conduct 
of  the  troops  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  At- 
tacking largely  superior  numbers,  in  strongly 
intrenched  positions,  their  heroic  courage  over- 
came every  obstacle  of  nature  and  art,  and 
achieved  a  triumph  most  honorable  to  our  arms. 
I  commend  to  the  particular  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment the  brave  officers  and  men  mentioned  by 
their  superiors  for  extraordinary  daring  ana 
merit,  whose  names  I  am  unable  to  enumerate 
here.  Among  them  will  be  found  some  who 
have  passed,  bv  a  glorious  death,  beyond  the 
reach  of  praise,  out  the  memory  of  whose  virtues 
and  devoted  patriotism  will  ever  be  cherished  by 
their  grateful  countrymen.  The  returns  of  the 
medical  director  will  show  the  extent  of  our  loss, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  engagement,  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  severe.  Many  valuable  officers  and  men 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duty.  Among  the  former,  Brigadier-General 
Paxton  fell  while  leading  his  brigade,  with  con- 
spicuous courage,  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  Chancellorsville.  The  gallant  Brigadier- 
General  Nichols  lost  a  leg;  Brigadier-General 
McGowan  was  severely,  and  Brigadier-Generals 
Heth  and  Pender  were  slightly  wounded  in  the 
same  engagement.  The  latter  officer  led  his 
brigade  to  the  attack  imder  a  destructive  fire, 
bearing  the  colors  of  a  regiment  in  his  own  hands, 
up  to  and  over  the  intrenchments,  with  the  most 
distinguished  gaUantrv.  General  Hoke  received 
a  painful  wound  in  the  action  near  Fredericks- 
burg. The  movement  by  which  .the  enemy's  posi- 
tion was  turned,  and  the  fortune  of  the  day  de- 
cided, was  conducted  by  the  lamented  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  who,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
was  severely  wounded  near  the  close  of  the 
engagement  _on  Saturday  evening.  I  do  not 
,  propose  here  to  speak  of  the  character  of  this 
illustrious  man  since  removed  from  the  scene  of 
his  eminent  usefulness  by  the  hand  of  an  inscru- 
table but  all-wise  Providence.  I  nevertheless  de- 
sire to  pay  the  tribute  of  my  admiration  to  the 
matchless  energy  and  skill  that  marked  this  last 
act  of  his  life,  formins;  as  it  did  a  worthy  conclu- 
sion of  that  long  senes  of  splendid  achievements 


which  won  for  him  the  lasting  love  and  gratitude 
of  his  country.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  was 
disabled  soon  after  assuming  command,  but  did 
not  leave  the  field  until  the  arrival  of  Major- 
General  Stuart.  The  latter  officer  ably  dis- 
charged the  difficult  and  responsible  duties  which 
he  was  thus  unexpectedly  called  to  perform. 
Assuming  the  command  late  in  the  night,  at  the 
close  of  a  fierte  engagement  and  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy,  necessarily  ignorant,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  disposition  of  the  troops, 
and  of  the  plans  of  those  who  had  preceded  him, 
General  Stuart  exhibited  great  energy,  prompt- 
ness, and  intelligence.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  engagement  the  next  day  he  conducted  the 
operation  on  the  left  with  distinguished  capacity 
and  vigor,  stimulating  and  cheering  the  troops 
bv  the  example  of  his  own  coolness  and  daring. 
While  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  who  were 
conspicuous  in  tne  several  engagements,  it  will  not 
be  considered  an  invidious  distinction  to  say  that 
General  Jackson,  after  he  was  wounded,  m  ex- 

Sressing  the  satisfaction  he  derived  from  the  con- 
uct  of  his  whole  command,  commended  to  my  par- 
ticular attention  the  services  of  Brigadier-General 
(now  Major-General)  Rodes  and  his  gallant  divis- 
ion. Major-peneral  Early  performed  the  impor- 
tant and  responsible  duty  mtrusted  to  him  m  a 
manner  whicn  reflected  credit  upon  himself  and  his 
command.  Major-General  R.  H.  Anderson  was 
also  distin^ished  for  the  promptness,  courage, 
and  skill  with  which  he  and  nis  division  executed 
every  order  j  and  Brigadier-General  (now  Major- 
General)  Wilcox  is  entitled  to  especial  praise  for 
the  judgment  and  braveir  displayed  in  impeding 
the  advance  of  General  Sedgwick  towards  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  for  the  gsllant  and  successful 
stand  at  Salem  Church.  To  the  skilfid  and 
efficient  management  of  the  artillery  the  succe«a- 
ful  issue  of  the  contest  is  in  great  measuire  due. 

The  ground  was  not  favorable  for  its  employ- 
ment, but  every  suitable  position  was  taken  with 
alacrity,  and  the  operations  of  the  infantry  sup- 
ported and  assisted  with  a  spirit  and  courage  not 
second  to  their  own.  It  bore  a  prominent  part  in 
the  final  assault  which  ended  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field  at  Chancellorsville,  silencing  hi» 
batteries,  and,  by  a  destructive  enfilade  fire  upon 
his  works,  opened  the  way  for  the  advance  of  our 
troops.  Colonels  Crutchfield,  Alexander,  and 
Walker,  and  Lieutenant-Coloneb  Brown,  Carter, 
and  Andrews,  with  the  officers  and  men  of  their 
commands,  are  mentioned  as  deserving  especial 
commendation.  The  batteries  under  General  Pen- 
dleton also  acted  with  great  gallantry.  The  cav- 
alry of  the  army  at  the  time  of  these  operations 
was  much  reduced.  To  its  vigilance  and  ener^ 
we  were  indebted  for  timely  information  of  t£e 
enemy's  movements  before  the  battle  and  for  im- 
peding his  march  to  Chancellorsville.  It  guarded 
both  flanks  of  the  army  during  the  battle  at  that 
place,  and  a  portion  of  it,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  rendered  valuable  service  in  covering  the 
march  of  Jackson  to  the  enemy's  rear.  Hie  horse 
artillery  accompanied  the  infantry,  and  partici- 
pated, with  credit  to  itself,  in  the  engagement. 
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The  nature  of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  cayalry  to  do  more.  When  the  enemy's 
infantry  passed  the  Rappahannock  at  KelleVs 
Ford,  nis  cavalry,  under  General  Stoneman,  also 
crossed  in  large  force,  and  proceeded  through  Cul- 
peper  coiinty  towards  Gordonsville,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  the  railroads  to  Richmond.  Gen- 
eral Stuart  had  nothing*  to  oppose  to  this  move- 
ment but  two  regiments  of  Brigadier-General 
W.  H.  F.  Lee's  bngade  —  the  Ninth  and  Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry.  General  Lee  fell  back 
before  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemv ; 
and,  after  holding  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Rapidan  during  the  first  of  May,  burned  the 
bridge  and  retired  to  Gordonsville  at  night.  The 
enemy  avoided  Gordonsville,  and  reached  Louisa 
Court-House,  on  the  Central  railroad,  which  he 
proceeded  to  break  up.  Dividing  his  force,  a  part 
of  it  also  cut  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad,  and  a  part  proceeded  to  Columbia,  on 
the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  with  the 
design  of  destroying  the  aqueduct  at  that  place. 
The  smaU  command  of  General  Lee  exerted  itself 
Vigorously  to  defeat  this  .purpose.  The  damage 
done  to  the  railroads  was  small  and  soon  re- 
paired, and  the  canal  was  saved  from  injury. 
The  details  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  memorandum,  and  are  creditable 
to  officers  and  men.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  and  the  other  en- 
gagements was  severe.  His  dead  and  a  large 
number  of  wounded  were  lefl  on  the  field.  About 
five  thousand  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the  wounded, 
were  taken,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Nine- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  seven- 
teen colors,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition, 
fbU  into  our  hands. 

To  the  members  of  mv  staff  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted for  assistance  in  observing  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  posting  troops,  and  conveyinff 
orders.  On  so  extended  and  varied  a  fiela  all 
were  called  into  requisition,  and  all  evinced  the 
greatest  energy  and  z^al.  The  medical  director 
of  the  army,  Surgeon  Guild,  with  the  officers  of 
bis  department,  were  untiring  in  their  attention  to 
the  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley,  chief 
quartermaster,  took  charge  of  the  disposition  and 
safety  of  the  trains  of  the  army.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cole,  chief  commissary  of  its  subsistence, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, was  eveij'where  on  the  field,  attending  to 
the  wants  of  his  department  General  Chilton, 
chief  of  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  Major 
Peyton,  and  Captain  Young,  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  department,  were  active  in 
seeing  to  the  execution  of  orders.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineers,  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy  and  con- 
structing batteries;  Colonel  Long,  m  posting 
troops  and  artillery ;  Majors  Taylor,  Talcott, 
Marshall,  and  Venable  were  engaged  night 
and  day  in  watching  the  operations,  carrying 
orders,  &c. 

Respectfully  iubmitted, 

xC«  £i.  Lee, 

General. 


REPORT   OP   MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps,  Aiimy  of  ) 
Northern  Virginia,  May  6,  1803.     S 

Brigadier' General  B,  H.  Chilton^  A,  A,  and  L 
G.f  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ad- 
vance of  a  detailed  report,  the  following  narrative 
of  events  connected  with  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, May  second,  and  of  Chancellorsville,  May 
third,  ana  events  following : 

This  corps,  under  its  immortal  leader,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Jackson,  attacked  the  enemy  on  his 
right,  turning  his  right  flank  by  the  turnpike  road 
at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  two  miles  above  Chancel- 
lorsville, making  the  attack  late  in  the  evening, 
after  an  arduous  and  necessarily  circuitous  march 
from  the  plank  road,  two  miles  below  Chancel- 
lorsville. The  enemy  had  a  fine  position,  and  if 
time  had  been  given  him  to  recover  from  his  first 
surprise,  and  mass  troops  on  that  front,  it  would 
have  been  a  difiicult  task  to  dislodge  them ;  but 
Jackson's  entire  corps,  both  when  marching  and 
when  in  position,  had  been  purposely  screened 
from  view  by  the  cavalry  of  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  — 
an  important  duty,  which  he  performed  with  ^reat 
skill  and  address.  The  attack  Nvas  thus,  m  a 
measure,  a  surprise.  The  enemy's  line  of  in- 
trenchments  was  carried,  and  his  legions  driven 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  It  was  already  dark 
when  I  sought  General  Jackson,  and  proposed,  as 
there  appeared  nothing  else  fur  me  to  do,  to  take 
some  cavalry  and  infantry  over  and  hold  the  Ely's 
Ford.  He  approved  the  proposition,  and  I  had 
ahready  gained  the  heights  overlooking  the  ford, 
where  was  a  large  number  of  camp-fires,  when 
Captain  Adams,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  staflf, 
reached  me  post  haste,  and  informed  me  of  the 
sad  calamities  which  for  the  time  deprived  the 
troops  of  the  leadership  of  both  Jackson  and  Hill, 
and  the  urgent  demand  for  me  to  come  and  tal^e 
command  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  rode  with  ra- 
pidity back  five  miles,  determined  to  press  the 
pursuit  already  so  gloriously  begun.  General 
Jackson  had  gone  to  the  rear,  but  General  A.  P. 
Hill  was  still  on  the  ground,  and  formally  turned 
over  the  command  to  me.  I  sent  also  a  staff  offi- 
cer to  General  Jackson,  to  inform  him  that  I 
would  cheerfully  carry  out  any  instructions  he 
would  wve,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  front, 
which  I  reachea  at  ten  P.  M.  1  found,  upon  reach- 
bg  it,  A.  P.  Hill's  division  in  front,  under  Heth, 
with  Lane's,  McGowan's,  Archer's,  and  Heth's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  within  half  a 
mile  of  Chancellorsville,  near  the  apex  of  the 
ridge,  and  Pender's  and  Thomas's  on  the  left  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  made  an  attack  on  our 
right  flank,  but  were  repulsed.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  attack  was  made,  and  at  m'ght, 
made  me  apprehensive  of  a  repetition  of  it,  and 
necessitated  throwing  back  the  right  wing  so  as 
to  meet  it.  I  was  also  informed  that  there  was 
much  confusion  on  the  right,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  some  troops  mistook  friends  for  the  enemy, 
and  fii'ed  upon  them.  Knowing  that  an  advance 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  extremely 
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hazardous,  much  against  my  inclination^  I  felt 
bound  to  wait  for  daylight  Ueneral  Jackson  had 
also  sent  me  word  to  use  my  own  discretion. 
The  commanding  General  was  with  the  right  wing 
,of  the  army,  with  which  I  had  no  communication, 
except  by  a  very  circuitous  and  uncertain  route. 
I  nevertheless  sent  a  despatch  to  inform  him  of 
the  state  of  affairs,  and  rode  around  the  lines, 
restoring  order,  imposing  silence,  and  making 
arrangements  for  the  attack  early  next  day.  I 
sent  Colonel  E.  P.  Alexander,  senior  officer  of 
artillery,  to  select  and  occupy  with  artillery  posi- 
tions alonff  the  line  bearing  upon  the  enemy's  po- 
sition, with  which  duty  he  was  engaged  all  nignt. 
At  early  dawn  Trimole's  division  composed  the 
second  line,  and  Rodes's  division  the  third.  The 
latter  had  his  rations  on  the  spot,  and  as  his  men 
were  entirely  without  food,  was  extremely  anxious 
to  issue.  I  was  disposed  to  wait  a  short  time  for 
this  purpose ;  but  when,  as  preliminary  to  an  at- 
tack, I  ordered  the  right  of  the  first  line  to  swing 
around,  and  come  perpendicular  to  the  road,  the 
order  was  misunderstood  for  an  order  to  attack, 
and  that  part  of  the  line  became  engaged.  I  or- 
dered the  whole  line  to  advance,  and  the  second 
and  third  lines  to  follow.  As  the  sun  lifted  the 
mist  that  shrouded  the  field,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  ridge  on  the  extreme  right  was  a  fine 
position  for  concentrating  artillery.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  thirty  pieces  to  that  point,  and  under 
the  happy  effects  of  the  battalion  system,  it  was 
done  qmckly.  The  effect  of  this  nre  upon  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  superb.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  was  pressing  our  left  with  infantry,  and 
all  the  reenforcements  I  could  obtain  were  sent 
there.  Colquitt's  brigade,  of  Trimble's  division, 
ordered  first  to  the  right,  was  directed  to  the  left 
to  support  Pender.  Iverson's  brigade,  of  the  sec- 
ond hne,  was  also  engaged  there,  and  the  three 
lines  were  more  or  less  merged  into  one  line  of 
battle,  and  reported  hard  pressed.  Urgent  re- 
Quests  were  sent  for  reenforcements,  and  notices 
that  the  troops  were  out  of  ammunition,  &c.  I 
ordered  that  tne  ground  must  be  held  at  all  haz- 
ards ;  if  necessary,  with  the  bayonet  About  this 
time,  also,  our  right  connected  with  Anderson's 
left,  relieving  all  anxiety  on  that  subject  I  was 
now  anxious  to  mass  infantry  on  the  left,  to  push 
the  enemy  there,  and  sent  every  available  regiment 
to  that  point  About  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  the  works 
of  the  enemy  directly  in  front  of  our  right  were 
stormed ;  but  the  enemy's  forces  retiring  from  the 
line  facing  Anderson,  which  our  batteries  enfi- 
laded, caused  our  troops  to  abandon  these  works, 
the  enemy  coming  in  tneir  rear.  It  was  stormed 
a  second  time,  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement  to  the  left  of  the  road  for 
the  purpose  of  dislodging  our  forces,  and  has- 
tened to  change  the  front  of  a  portion  of  our  line 
to  meet  this  attack ;  but  the  shortness  of  the  time 
and  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  movement,  and  our  line  again 
retired.  The  third  time  it  was  taken,  I  made  dis- 
position of  a  portion  of  Ramseur's  brigade  to  pro- 
tect the  left  nank.  Artillery  was  pushed  forward 
to  the  crest,  sharpshooters  were  posted  in  a  house 


in  advance,  and  in  a  few  moments  Chancellorsville 
was  ours,  (ten  o'clock  A.  M.)  The  enemy  retired 
towards  Ely's  Ford,  the  road  to  United  States 
Ford  branching  one  half  mile  west  of  Chancel- 
lorsville. In  this  hotly-contested  battle  the  ene- 
my had  strong  works  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
those  on  the  commanding  ridge  being  heavily  de- 
fended by  artillery.  The  night,  also,  had  given 
him  time  to  mass  his  troops  to  meet  this  attack ; 
but  the  desperate  valor  of  Jackson's  corps  over- 
came every  obstacle,  and  drove  the  enemy  to  his 
new  line  of  defence,  which  his  engineers  had  con- 
structed in  his  rear,  ready  for  occupation,  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and  United  States 
Ford  roads.  General  Anderson's  division  of  the 
right  wing  arrived  upon  the  field,  comparatively 
fresh.  I  set  about  re-forming  my  command,  with 
a  view  to  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  when  the  com- 
manding General  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  at  Fredericksburg,  and  taken 
Marye's  hill.  An  Aid-de-camp  of  General  Sedg- 
wick, captured  by  Colonel  Wickham's  regiment 
on  the  right,  near  Banks's  Ford,  reported  two 
corps,  under  command  of  Sedgwick.  The  com- 
manding General  decided  to  hold  Hooker,  beaten 
as  he  was,  in  his  works,  with  Jackson's  corpsf  and 
detach  enough  of  other  forces  to  turn  on  Sedg- 
wick. The  success  of  this  strategy  enabled  him 
again  to  concentrate,  to  force  Hooker's  position ; 
and  arrangements  were  made  for  attack  with  this 
corps  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  (Wednesday ;) 
but  before  it  was  begun  our  skirmishers  found 
the  enemy's  works  abandoned,  and,  pressing  for- 
ward to  the  river,  captured  many  prisoners.  ITie 
enemy  had  another  work  two  miles  in  rear  of  the 
other,  which  was  also  abandoned.  This  region  of 
counfary  is  known  as  "  The  Wilderness."  Rapid 
pursuit  in  such  a  country  is  an  impossibihty, 
where  the  enemy  takes  care  to  leave  his  trains  be- 
yond the  Rappahannock,  and  avails  himself,  as 
he  does,  of  the  appliances  of  art,  labor,  and  nat- 
ural obstacles  to  delay  his  pursuers.  In  this  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  enemy's  main  force  was  attacked 
in  chosen  positions,  ne  was  driven  entirely  from 
the  field,  and  finally  fled  across  the  river.  Our 
troops  behaved  with  the  greatest  heroism. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
General  to  the  fact  that  I  was  called  to  the  com- 
mand at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  battle-field« 
of  the  corps  cTarm^e  led  so  long  by  the  immortal 
Jackson,  m  the  midst  of  a  night  attack  made  by 
the  enemj,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
the  position  of  our  forces,  or  the  plans  was  fiu* 
pursued,  and  without  an  officer  left  in  the  corps 
above  the  rank  of  Brigadier-GeneraL  Under 
these  disadvantages  the  attack  was  renewed  the 
next  morning,  and  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
issue.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  wounded  soon  after  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  him,  remained  near  the  field 
next  day  notwithstanding  his  wound,  for  which 
I  was  very  fateful,  for  circumstances  might  have 
arisen  making  his  presence  necessary. 

To  the  eenerals  of  divisions  and  brigades  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  for  the  hearty  cooperation,  zeal^ 
and  support  accorded  to  me  by  all  to  the  fullest 
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nt  of  their  ability.  The  field  officers  and 
»rs  I  hope  to  particularize  hereafter  in  a  de- 
id  report,  when  the  data  is  collected,  as  well  as 
itlon  specially  the  various  officers  serving  on 
staff  vnih  mn  rked  distinction  during  the  day. 
Lborcd  uuder  great  disadvantages  in  having 
le  of  General  Jackson's  staff  with  me  until  after 
action  began,  and  then  only  Major  A.  S.  Pen- 
Lon,  who,  however,  behaved  with  great  heroism 
1  efficiency  when  he  did  join  me.r 
)ur  losses  were  heavy;  the  enemy's  heavier. 
Sunday's  battle  Brigadder-Oenerals  Hamseur, 
th,  and  McGowan  were  wounded,  and  Paxton 
led.  Heth  and  Ramseur,  though  painfully 
unded,  persisted  in  retaining  command  to  the 
se  of  the  fi^ht.  Their  heroic  conduct  will  be 
icially  mentioned  in  the  report  proper.  The 
aualties  of  the  corps  I  have  not  tne  means  of 
owing,  as,  before  the  returns  were  completed,  I 
linquished  the  command  to  Major-General  A. 

Hill,  in  pursuance  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
anding  General ;  but  the  division  and  brigade 
immanders  were  ordered  to  submit,  through  me, 
ifcir  reports  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvule. 
The  cavalry  was  well  managed  by  Brigadier- 
leneral  Fitz  Lee,  who  seized  Ely's  Ford,  and 
eld  the  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Chancellors- 
llie,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  the  former 
lace.  His  men,  without  rations  or  forage,  dis- 
layed  a  heroism  rarely  met  with  under  any  cir- 
umstances ;  and,  guarmng  the  two  flanks,  accom- 
)lished  an  mdispensable  part  of  the  great  success 
rMch  God  vouchsafed  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

MiOor-G<>ncral,  commanding. 
KE1*0RT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

•         HEAtX^UARTERS  SECOND  ARMT  CORPS,  ( 
May  8,  1863.     J 
Major  W,  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  0. : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing very  imperfect  sketch  of  our  operations 
tiom  the  time  we  left  Fredericksburg  to  the  re- 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  enemy. 
The  corps  of  General  Jackson,  save  Early's  divis- 
ion, left  our  lines  at  Hamilton's  Crossing  at  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  Friday,   the   first  of  May. 
Kodes's  division,  A.  P.  HilKs  division,  and  Trim- 
hle^i  division,  under  Colston,  arriving  within  four 
miles   of  Chancellorsville,    line    of   battle    was 
formed --Rodes  in  advance.  Hill  supporting,  and 
Colston  in  reserve.    The  enemy  were  then  rapidly 
pushed   back    into   Chancellorsville.      Saturday 
n^oming  Rodes's,  Colston's,  and  Hill's  divisions 
jerp  led  by  General  Jackson    on   the  enemy's 
nank  and  rear,  ciossing  the  two  plank  roads,  and 
^oming  into  the  turnpike ;    the  artillery  of  the 
^rps,  under  Colonel  Crutchfield,  accompanying. 
^nj  attack  Mas  made  about  six  P.  M.  — Rodes's 
flmJ^UMi^^^  some  artillery  in  advance ;   Colston 
3  Wi}!,  supporting.    The  attack  of  Rodes  was  , 
Tr  tl""""  peat  energy..    The  enemy  were  driven  " 
V  Up     •  J°^^''  and  into  his  works  at  Chancellors- 1 
^e,  with  the  loss  of  ten  pieces  of  artiUery  and  I 


many  prisoners.  This  was  about  nine  P.  M.,  and 
General  Jackson  directed  General  Hill  to  take 
charge  of  the  pursuit  Whilst  Lane's  brigade 
was  forming  its  lines  for  advancing  and  throwing 
out  his  skirmishers  General  Jackson  was  wounded. 
The  .enemy  then  made  an  attempt  to  retake  their 
rifle-pits  immediately  fronting  Chancellorsville, 
but  were  handsomely  driven  back  by  Colonel 
Mallory,  Fifty-fifth  Vhginia,  Heth's  brigade.  The 
enemy  during  this  time  had  concentrated  a  most 
terrible  fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Hill's  divis- 
ion from  thirty-two  pieces  of  artillery.  General 
Hill  was  disabled  during  this  fire.  General 
Stuart  was  sent  for,  and  the  command  of  the 
corps  turned  over  to  him. 

it  was  thought  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, not  to  push  the  pursuit  any  &rther  that 
night  Next  morning  all  the  artillery  which  could 
be  put  in  position  having  been  brought  up,  the 
infantry  in  three  lines,  —  Colston,  Hill,  (now 
Heth's,)  and  JRodes,  —  General  Stuart  renewed 
the  attack  about  dawn.  The  enem v  were  gallantly 
charged.  The  combat  was  furious.  Colston's 
division  having  become  somewhat  broken  and 
disordered,  Heth  took  the  advance  —  Archer  on 
the  extreme  right,  endeavoring  to  connect  with 
Anderson,  and  Pender,  with  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
were  again  charged,  and  twice  were  his  works 
taken  and  twice  relinquished.  Rodes's  division 
came  up  to  the  support ;  and  after  some  tremen- 
dous fighting  —  all  tnree  divisions  being  engaged 
—  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  and  his  works  oc- 
cupied about  ten  o'clock.  Archer's  brigade  cap- 
tured four  guns ;  and  Brigadier-General  William 
Hays  was  captured  by  Pender's  brigade.  Ram- 
seur's  brigade,  under  his  gallant  leadership,  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  three  days'  fighting. 

Our  lines  were  again  formed,  covenng  the 
roads  leading  to  the  United  States  Ford.  Pen- 
der, with  four  brigades  on  the  left,  Rodes  in  the 
centre,  and  Colston,  with  three  brigades  on  the 
right ;  Heth,  with  three  brigades,  was  sent  to  re- 
lieve Anderson.  We  held  this  position  during 
Sunday  and  Monday,  whilst  Anderson  and  Mc- 
Laws  were  detached  to  drive  back  General  Sedg- 
wick. Several  advances  of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers were  repulsed ;  and  he  occasionally  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery.  Sedgwick  having  been 
demolished,  the  enemy  recrossed  on  Tuesday 
night. 

Major-General  Stuart  is  deserving  of  great  com- 
mendation for  his  admirable  management  of  the 
troops.  Called  suddenly,  late  at  night,  to  a  new 
sphere  of  action,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  brigades,  with  indomitable  energy  he 
surmounted  all  difficulties  and  achieved  a  glorious 
result  Brigadier-General  Rodes  distinguished 
himself  much,  and  won  a  proud  name  for  himself 
and  his  division.  Generals  Heth,  Pender,  and 
Ramseur  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of 
our  arms.  Much  is  due  the  artillerv.  Colonels 
Crutchfield,  Brown,  Walker,  and  Alexander  de- 
serve special  mention.  Kesnectfully, 

A.  P.  Hill, 

MiOor-Gencral. 
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REPORT   OF    MAJOH-GKNBRAL   ANDERSON. 

Headquarters  Anderson's  Division,  ( 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  6, 1863.     ) 

Brigadier-General   B.    E.    Chilton,    Assistant- 

A(^'utant  and  Ijispector- General,  and  Chief  of 

Staff,  A,N.V.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  division 
under  my  command  dunng  the  late  engagements 
along  the  Rappahannock : 

Before  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  the  brigades 
were  posted  as  follows  :  Mahone*8  and  Posey's  at 
United  States  Ford,  Wilcox's  at  Banks's  Ford, 
Perry's  near  the  old  mine  road,  about  three  miles 
west  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Wright's  at  Massa- 
ponax  Church. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April, 
when  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  at  the  mouth 
of  Deep  Run,  Wright's  brigade  was  brought  up 
from  Massaponax  Church,  and  placed  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  Major-General  Earfy's  position. 
Later  in  the  day  it  was  ordered  to  take  post  near 
Perry's  brigade,  and  at  dark  the  latter  was  moved 
to  the  river  to  relieve  such  of  the  troops  of  Mc- 
Laws's  division  as  were  on  duty  above  Fredericks- 
burg and  opposite  Falmouth.  About  nine  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  from  the 
commanding  General  to  repair  to  Chancellorsville, 
and  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  two  brigades 
(Mahone's  and  Posey  s)  which  had  been  posted 
at  United  States  Ford,  as  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  who  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  fords  above  the  Rapidan,  and  were  ap- 
proaching Ely's  and  Gerraana  Fords  on  the  latter 
river.  I  proceeded  to  obey  these  directions,  and 
ordered  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  move  his 
brigade  to  Chancellorsville.  Upon  arriving  at 
Chancellorsville  at  midnight,  I  found  that  Briea- 
dier-General  Mahone  had  already  occupied  that 
place  with  the  troops  from  the  United  States 
Ford,  having  left  a  regiment  from  his  own  and 
five  companies  of  the  Mnth  Mississippi  regiment 
from  Posey's  brigade,  to  hold  the  ford  as  long  as 
possible.  I  learned  also  that  the  enemy  nad 
crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  and  Germana  Fords, 
capturing,  after  a  very  oostinate  resistance,  the 
greater  part  of  a  working  party  and  picket  which 
had  been  stationed  at  the  latter  place.  After 
consultation  with  Brigadier-Generals  Mahone  and 
Posey,  and  an  examination  of  the  position  at 
Chancellorsville,  I  decided  upon  falling  back  from 
l^at  place  to  the  point  on  the  plank  road  at 
which  the  old  mine  road  crosses  it ;  and  this  was 
done  early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of 
April  —  Wright's  brigade,  which  had  arrived  at 
daylight,  and  the  force  which  had  been  left  at 
United  States  Ford,  being  withdrawn  at  the  same 
time.  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades  retired 
from  Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road  and 
Mahone's  by  the  old  turnpike.  Whilst  they 
were  moving  off,  and  before  the  pickets  had  been 
called  in,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  under  cover 
of  fog  and  rain,  dashed  upon  the  picket  on  the 
Ely's  Ford  road,  and  captured  a  part  of  one 
company.    They  subsequently  attacked  the  rear 


guard  of  Mahone's  brigade,  but  were  so  effectual- 
ly repulsed  that  we  were  no  further  annoyed  by 
them  during  the  movement  Upon  arriving  at 
the  intersection  of  the  old  mine  and  plank  roads, 
I  met  Colonel  W.  P.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  army 
Northern  Virginia,  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  com- 
manding General  to  examine  the  position  and 
establish  the  line  of  intrenchments.  The  work 
of  intrenching  was  commenced  inunediateiy  after 
the  line  had  been  selected,  and  was  continued 
with  great  diligence  and  activity  throughout  that 
day,  the  night  following,  and  the  early  part  of  the 
next  morning.  During  the  day  there  were  occa- 
sional skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  who 
had  followed  from  Chancellorsville.  In  the  after- 
noon. Colonel  Owens,  commanding  the  Third 
regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  joined  me  with  his 
regiment,  and  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front  and 
upon  each  fiank. 

A  little  before  sunrise  on  the  first  of  May, 
Major-General  McLaws  having  come  up  with  his 
division,  strengthened  the  force  immediately  in 
front,  and  secured  our  right  flank  by  occupying 
the  trenches  along  Motte  Run.  At  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  arrived.  By 
his  orders  the  work  on  the  trenches  was  discon- 
tinued, and  the  troops  were  put  in  readiness  for 
an  advance.  Wilcox's  and  Perrj^'s  brigades, 
which  had  been  left  above  Fredericksburg,  being 
at  the  same  time  ordered  to  join  their  division. 
The  advance  commenced  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 
Mahone's  brigade  with  Jordan's  battery  of  Alex- 
der's  battalion  leading  the  movement  on  the  old 
turnpike,  and  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades, 
with  the  other  batteries  of  Alexander's  battalion, 
leading  on  the  plank  road.  Colonel  Owens's 
regiment  of  cavalry  was  employed  in  reconnoi- 
tring these  roads  and  others  mverging  from  them. 
When  the  troops  on  the  plank  road  had  advanced 
about  two  miles,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in 
considerable  force.  They  opened  on  us  with  ar- 
tillery, and  seemed  determined  to  resist  our  fur- 
ther progress.  Brigadier-General  Wright  was 
directed  to  follow,  with  his  brigade,  the  line  of  the 
unfinished  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  rail- 
road, to  threaten  their  right,  and  to  compel  them 
to  fall  back.  This  was  executed  with  spirit  and 
rapidity,  and  the  enemy  fell  back  with  precipita- 
tion before  our  advance,  which  was  resumed  scon 
afterwards.  General  Wright  continued  to  follow 
the  line  of  the  railroad  without  opposition  until 
he  arrived  at  the  Catharine  or  Wellford's  fur- 
nace, where  he  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Darkness  put  a 
stop  to  this  conflict  without  any  decided  results 
having  been  attained,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson,  he  returned  to  the  plank  road,  along 
which  Posey's  brigade  had,  in  tne  mean  time,  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy*B 
intrenchments  around  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade,  in  like  manner,  fought  its  way  along  Uie 
old  turnpike  to  a  point  about  one  mile  from 
Chancellorsville.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brigades, 
in  coming  up  from  Frederickaburg,  liad  been  di- 
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rected  to  follovr  the  old  turnpike,  and  during  the 
aftemooa  had  cooperated  witn  McLaws's  division. 

A  little  before  daylight,  on  the  second  of  May, 
Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  to  resume  the  posi- 
tion at  Bank's  Ford  from  which  it  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  night  of  the  first  and  morning  of  the  sec- 
ond of  May  passed  quickly.  At  seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Posey's  brigade  moved  a  little  to  the  rear  of 
the  line  of  battle,  having  been  relieved  by  that  of 
Brigadier-General  Thomas. 

When  Lieutenant-General  Jackson's  command 
moved  against  the  enemy's  right,  the  position  im- 
mediately on  the  lefl  of  the  plank  roaa,  which  had 
been  held  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  was  taken  by 
Wright's  brigade.  At  midday  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  some  force  at  the  furnace.  Posey'ft 
brigade  was  sent  to  dislodge  him,  and  was  soon 
engaged  in  a  warm  skirmish  with  him.  The  in- 
creasing numbers  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary 
to  move  Wright's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Posey's, 
and  Mahone's  was  at  the  same  time  moved  over 
from  the  old  turnpike  to  the  position  just  left  by 
Wright's.  Posey  8  brigade  gallantly  maintained 
its  position  against  great  odds,  and  checked  the 
fiir tner  advance  of  tne  enemy.  Perry's  brigade 
joined  me  at  dark.  During  the  night,  Posey's 
brigade  constructed  a  line  of  breastworks. 

At  daylight,  on  the  third,  Perry's  brigade  was 
directed  to  gcun  the  Catharpin  road,  and  move 
towards  the  furnace.  At  sunrise,  when  it  was 
supposed  that  General  Perry  had  time  to  reach  the 
vidnity  of  the  furnace,  General  Posey's  skirmish- 
ers were  pushed  forward  towards  it,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  retired. 

Soon  afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  commanding  General,  my  whole  force  was 
advanced  towards  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade  having  its  right  on  the  plank  road,  and 
Wright's,  Posey's,  and  Perry's  successfully  form- 
ing a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to,  that  portion  of  the  plank  road  be- 
tween us  and  Chancellorsville.  The  troops  pressed 
forward  with  spirited  impetuosity,  and  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  was  permitted  by  the  dense 
thickets  and  tangled  abatis  through  which  they 
were  obliged  to  force  their  way.  After  a  short 
and  sharp  encounter  they  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  intrenchments.  Wright's  brigade  was  the 
first  to  reach  Chancellorsville,  at  which  place  it 
captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  The  other 
brigades  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  the 
division  was  placed  in  line  along  the  old  turnpike 
to  the  east  of  Chancellorsville.  A  little  after  mid- 
day Mahone's  brigade  was  detached,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  General,  to  operate  with  Mc- 
Lawg's  division  against  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
reported  to  be  moving  from  Fredericksburg  up 
the  plank  road.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon I  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  instinictions, 
with  Wright's,  Perry's,  and  Posey's  brigades,  to 
the  river  road,  below  United  States  Ford,  to 
watch  that  road,  and  to  threaten  the  enemy's  com- 
munications and  his  line  of  retreat  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. Major  Hardaway,  with  fourteen  pieces 
of  rille  artillery,  was  attached  to  my  command. 


Upon  arriving  at  the  river  road  I  found  the  en- 
emy strongly  posted  on  Mine  Run ;  and  when  I 
had  completed  a  reconnoissance  of  his  position  it 
was  too  late  to  effect  anything  that  evening.  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  accom- 
panied me,  having  discovered  large  parks  of  the 
enemy's  wagons,  and  the  camps  of  some  of  his 
troops,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  Major 
Hardaway  was  directed  to  post  his  guns  at  day- 
break on  the  fourth  at  a  point  indicated  by  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  and  to  open  a  hot  fire  upon  the 
parks  and  camps.  This  was  executed  as  directed, 
and  I  believe  with  good  effect.  Soon  afterwards 
our  skirmishers  were  pushed  forward,  with  orders 
to  drive  back  those  of^  the  enemy,  and  to  discover 
his  position  and  strength.  This  was  accomplished 
without  delay,  the  enemy  being  found  in  force, 
fortifying  a  nigh  ridge  between  Mine  Run  and 
the  road  connecting  United  States  Ford  and 
Chancellorsville.  Just  at  this  time  I  received 
orders  to  march  with  my  division  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  report  to  Major  General  McLaws, 
at  Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  being  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  this  point  by  General  Heth's 
command.  I  arrived  at  Salem  Church  with  my 
command  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  reported,  as 
directed,  to  Major-General  McLaws.  At  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
commanding  General,  my  division  was  placed  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  Major-General  Ear- 
ly's, which  was  occupying  Marye's  hill  and  the 
heights  extending  west  from  Fredericksburg. 
The  general  direction  of  the  enemy's  line  was 
parallel  with  the  plank  road.  At  six  o'clock  p.  M., 
the  signal  to  advance  being  given,  Early's  division 
and  my  own  marched  rapidly  upon  the  enemy's 
position,  and  drove  him  from  it  without  much 
trouble,  meeting  with  but  slight  resistance. 
Wright's  brigade  advanced  with  great  intrepidity 
across  a  wheat  field,  under  a  hot  fire  of  grape, 
and  di'ove  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  from  its 
position.  The  enemy  retreated  towards  Banks's 
Ford,  and  was  followed  closely  as  long  as  there 
was  light  enough  to  continue  the  pursuit.  At 
daylight  on  the  fifth,  reconnoitring  parties  dis- 
covered that  he  had  disappeared  from  our  side 
of  the  river.  At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  or- 
ders to  return  with  my  command  to  the  vicinity 
of  Chancellorsville;  and  at  dark  I  halted  the 
head  of  the  column  cme  mile  from  that  place ; 
Wilcox's  and  Wright's  brigades  lying  in  bivouac 
on  the  Catharine  road,  Mahone's,  Ferry's,  and 
Posey's  on  the  plank  road.  At  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  sixth,  the  division  was  moved  forward  to 
a  position  at  the  junction  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and 
United  States  Ford  roads.  At  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  marched  towards  Fredericksburg,  and 
in  the  afternoon  returned  to  the  position  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  division  previous  to 
these  operations.  Wilcox's  and  Mahone's  bri- 
gades, after  being  detached  from  my  command, 
participated  in  the  fight  at  Salem  Church.  I  can- 
not too  highly  commend  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the^  division  which  I  had  the  honor  and  good 
fortune  to  command.    Where  all  performed  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264 


REBELUON  RECORD,   1862-64. 


duty  with  so  much  zeal  and  courage  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  a  distinction,  out  Brigadier- 
General  Posey,  and  his  brave,  untiring,  persever- 
ing Mississippians,  seem  to  me  to  deserve  especial 
notice.  Their  steadiness  at  the  furnace,  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  when  pressed  by  greatly  superior 
numbers,  saved  our  army  from  great  peril,  whilst 
their  chivalrous  charge  upon  the  trencnes  on  Sun- 
day, contributed  largely  to  the  successes  of  that 
day.  After  three  days  and  nights  of  incessant 
occupation,  Saturday  night  was  again  passed  by 
them  in  hard  work  upon  intrenchments  in  front 
of  the  furnace,  whilst  the  others  had  an  onpor- 
tunity  to  take  some  rest.  But  it  would  be  aoing 
injustice  to  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  to  pass  un- 
noticed his  own  gallant  conduct,  and  that  of  his 
troops,  at  Salem  Church,  where  they  bore  almost 
the  whole  brunt  of  the  enemy's  onset,  and  suc- 
cessfully repelled  it  To  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone,  to  omit  to  mention  his  bold,  skilled,  and 
successful  management,  so  well  seconded  by  his 
brave  Vir^nians ;  to  Brigadier-General  Wright 
and  his  high-spirited,  fearless  Georgians,  whose 
attack  at  the  furnace,  on  the  evening  of  the  first, 
and  whose  unflinching  advance  against  the  ene- 
my's guns,  under  a  heav^  fire  or  grape,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fourth,  excited  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  them;  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Perry  and  his  heroic  little  band  of  Floridians,  who 
showed  a  courage  as  intrepid  as  that  of  any  others 
in  their  assault  upon  the  enemy,  in  his  intrench- 
ments, on  the  third,  and  in  their  subsequent  ad- 
vance upon  Chancellorsville.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gamett  and  Majors  Hardaway  and  Richardson, 
commanders  of  artillery,  distinguished  themselves 
bv  their  activity,  skill,  and  courage.  I  beg  leave, 
also,  to  mention  the  meritorious  services  and  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  the  members  of  my  staff".  Ma- 
jors T.  S.  Mills  and  R.  P.  Duncan,  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector-generals.  Lieutenants  Wm. 
Mc Willie  and  S.  D.  Shannon,  aids-de-camp,  and 
Messrs.  R.  D.  Spaun,  James  G.  Spaun,  and 
R  J.  Means,  volunteer  aids-de-camp.  Captain 
E.  N.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer:  Surgeons 
G.  McF.  Gaston  and  H.  D.  Feasee;  Major 
J.  A.  Johnston,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Major 
Wm.  C.  Wingfield,  chief  commissary  of  the  di- 
vision, rendered  valuable  services  by  their  careful 
and  unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  The 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  artillery  battalion  com- 
manders are  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The 
loss  of  the  division  in  these  operations  was,  killed, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  wounded,  one  thou- 
sand and  forty-nine,  missing,  two  hundred  and 
ten ;  total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
five.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

HiOor-Geiiertl,  oommancliD^  Division. 
BEPORT  OF  MAJOR^ENERAL  McLAWS. 

Headqcabtebs  DrvisiON,  Mfty  10, 1883. 
Major  Taylor^  A.  A,  O. : 

Major:  On  the  first  of  May,  instant,  at  twelve 
and  a  half  o'clock  at  night,  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Kershaw,  Semmes,  and  Woffbrd  were  put  in 
march  up  the  plank  road,  by  order  from  your 


headquarters,  —  the  bri^^e  of  General  Bark«- 
dale  remaining  in  Fredencksburg  and  vicinity,  — 
and  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  in  position 
behind  the  rifle-pits  about  Smith's  hill,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  right  and  left,  joining  General  An- 
derson s  command  on  the  left,  to  defend  the 
approaches  from  the  United  States  Ford  and 
from  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  About 
eleven  A.  M.  General  Jackson,  who  had  arrived 
with  his  forces  and  assumed  command,  directed 
me  to  advance  along  the  turnpike  road,  having 
Mahone's  brigade,  of  Anderson's  division,  in  ad- 
vance. I  collected  mv  own  division  as  rapidly  as 
possible  from  the  rifle-pits,  each  brigade,  as  it 
was  relieved,  falling  in  rear  of  the  others  as  they 
advanced  in  the  march.  After  proceeding  but  a 
short  distance  the  skirmishers  oecame  engaged. 
The  main  column  advancing  slowly,  until  the  en- 
emy, appearing  in  force,  it  was  deployed,  the  line 
of  battle  formed  across  the  turnpike  road  — 
Semmes's  brigade  on  the  left,  and  those  of  Ma- 
hone,  Woffbrd,  and  Perry,  of  Anderson's  divis- 
ion, in  the  order  here  named,  to  the  right,  ex- 
tending so  as  to  cover  the  mine  road ;  Jordan's 
battery  on  the  mine  turnpike.  Our  skirmishers 
were  driven  in.  Fire  was  opened  on  our  lines 
fi-om  a  battery  four  or  five  hundred  yards  in  front ; 
and,  after  skirmishing  to  the  right  and  left,  the 
mdn  assault  was  made  on  the  left  against  Semmes 
by  Sykes's  regulars ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at 
every  attempt.  Before  the  first  assault  I  sent  to 
General  Jackson,  by  my  Aid-de-camp,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  my  immediate  front,  and 
were  advancing,  and  that  a  larger  force  could  be 
seen  along  the  heights,  about  one  mile  or  more 
to  the  rear,  and  that  the  country  was  favorable 
for  a  flank  attack  fi-om  his  side.  After  the  first 
assault  I  received  answer  firom  General  Jackson 
to  hold  my  position,  and  that  he  would  advance 
or  was  advancing  his  artillery,  and  if  that  did  aot 
answer  he  would  endeavor  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
enemy.  General  Kershaw  coming  up,  his  bri- 
gade was  placed  in  support  of  General  Semmes, 
extending  beyond  his  left.  The  cavalry  reporting 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  along  the  mine 
road'.  General  Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  and 
took  position,  guided  by  Captain  Johnson,  of 
General  Lee's  staff",  to  protect  mv  right,  taking 
artillery  with  him.  General  Jackson's  artillery 
and  his  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  failure 
of  the  attack  on  my  front,  forced  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, when,  bv  General  Jackson's  order,  my  whole 
line  advanced  in  the  same  order  as  they  had  been 
displayed,  as  above  stated.  The  order  to  advance 
was  received  at  four  P.  M.  My  line  halted  at 
dark  and  bivouacked  along  the  heighU  just  be- 
yond the  point  where  the  Mine  Run  crosses  the 
turnpike.  The  next  morning,  the  second,  my 
line  of  battle  was  re-formed  alonjg;  the  heights,  in 
the  same  order  as  before,  excepting  that  General 
Wilcox  had  been  ordered,  durmg  the  night  pre- 
vious, to  return  to  Banks's  Ford  and  hold  that 
position,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  moving  down  the  river  road,  and,  besides, 
were  making  demonstrations  to  cross  the  river  at 
that  ford.  Two  batteries  were  placed  on  the 
heights  between  General  Semmes  and  Woffbrd. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


265 


A  strong  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced,  and 
were  constantly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy. 
General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  held  in  reserve. 
I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  hold  my 
position,  as  General  Jackson  woidd  operate  to  the 
left  and  rear.  Not  long  after,  I  was  directed  to 
replace  General  Posey's  brigade,  on  my  left,  by 
one  &om  my  command,  and  General  Kershaw 
moved  to  that  position,  on  the  left  of  General 
Semmes.  Following  this  order,  I  was  directed  to 
send  the  brigades  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Perry 
to  the  left,  and  close  in  my  command  so  as  to 
connect  with  General  Anderson's  right  —  holding 
my  right  at  the  turnpike,  but  constantly  pressing 
to  the  left,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with 
General  Anderson,  to  do  which,  as  the  country 
was  broken  and  densely  wooded,  aqd  the  direc- 
tions constantly  changing,  I  ordered  the  two  bri- 
gades on  the  left,  Kershaw's  and  Semmes*8,  to 
advance  by  battalion  from  the  left,  so  as  to  form 
a  broken  line,  but  still  covering  the  front  and 
forming  the  connection.  The  batteries  opened 
whenever  the  masses  of  the  enemy  on  the  hills  in 
my  front  offered  an  opportunity,  and  with  marked 
results.  My  orders  were  to  hold  my  position,  not 
to  engage  seriously,  but  to  press  strongly  so  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  General  Jackson  had 
attacked.  *  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  evening 
that  it  was  known  General  Jackson  had  com- 
menced his  assault,  when  I  ordered  an  advance 
along  the  whole  line  to  engage  with  the  skirmish- 
ers, which  were  largely  reenforced,  and  to  threaten, 
but  not  attack  seriously,  in  doing  which  General 
Wofford  became  so  seriously  engaged  that  I  di- 
rected him  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  in  good 
order,  his  men  in  good  spirits,  after  driving  the 
enemy  to  their  intrenchments. 

As  General  Jackson  advanced,  the  enemy 
moved  in  front  of  two  batteries  on  my  line,  whicn 
opened  on  them  with  excellent  effect  This  con- 
tmued  until  darkness  prevented  any  further  efforts 
in  my  front. 

Generals  Kershaw  and  Semmes  had  been  press- 
ing to  the  left  and  front,  and  engaging  the  enemy 
with  their  skirmishers,  which  had  left  an  open 
space,  so  far  as  the  main  body  was  concerned,  oe- 
tween  my  right  and  centre,  of  considerable  dis- 
tance, but  the  skirmishers  of  General  Semmes, 
composed  of  the  entire  Tenth  Georgia  regiment, 
were  perfectly  reliable,  and  kept  the  enemy  to  their 
intrenchments,  so  there  was  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  advance  in  this  direction. 

May  3.  —  Nothing  occurred  during  the  night 
save  the  magnificent  display  caused  by  the  night 
attack  of  General  Jackson.  My  skirmishers,  well 
to  the  front,  and  strong  in  number,  engaged  the 
enemy  as  day  advanced.  The  batteries  were 
ran  forward,  and  played  upon  the  masses  of  the 
enemy,  in  good  range,  producing  much  confusion ; 
finally,  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  forces  on  my 
left  forced  the  enemy  to  give  way  from  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  our  troops  could  be  seen  advancing 
across  the  plain.  General  Wofford  threw  a  por- 
tion of  his  command  across  the  valley  between 
him  and  the  Chancellorsville  heights,  and  thus 
prevented  the  escape  of  a  considejrable  body  of  I 


the  enemy  which  had  been  opposed  to  this  brigade, 
and  to  his  left  and  front,  dunng  the  morning.  I 
directed  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  them,  and  they 
surrendered.  I  think  General  Wofford  entitled 
to  the  most  credit  for  their  capture,  althouj^h  the 
Tenth  Georgia,  General  Semmes,  and  General 
Wright,  of  Anderson's  division,  claimed  their 
share  equally.  Kershaw  and  Semmes,  bearing  to 
the  left  to  cooperate  with  General  Anderson,  to 
unite  with  the  two  wings  of  the  army,  had  now 
swept  around  to  the  plains  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  directed  them  to  march  down  the  plank  road 
and  unite  with  General  Wofford's  left.  As  this 
was  in  the  act  of  accomplishment  information 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  carried  the 
heights  about  Fredericksburg,  and  were  advan- 
cing up  the  plank  road.  General  Lee  here  rode 
up  and  ordered  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Ma- 
hone and  Kershaw  should  march  at  once  towards 
Fredericksburg,  with  Moody's  battery,  to  meet 
the  enemy  j  and  after  these  brigades  wene  on  the 
march,  and  had  advanced  some  distance,  he  di- 
rected me  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  with 
the  remainder  of  my  division,  which  was  done  so 
soon  as  the  brigades  could  be  formod.  On 
reaching  the  rifle- J)it8,  just  beyond  the  junction 
of  the  turnpike  and  mine  roads,  I  found  General 
Mahone's  brigade  along  the  rifle-pits,  General 
Kershaw  halted  along  the  road,  General  Wilcox's 
brigade  was  marching  to  the  front.  I  ordered 
them  all  forward ;  but  as  I  was  here  informed  that 
the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force  going  down 
the  telegraph  road,  and  as  I  thought  that  it  was 
perhaps  their  intention  to  march  forward  by  the 
plank  and  mine  roads,  which  came  together  just 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  plank  and  turnpike 
roads,  now  in  my  rear,  I  halted  General  Wofford, 
with  directions  to  watch  the  mine  road  on  his 
right.  I  then  rode  on,  and  found  General  Wil- 
cox with  his  brigade  in  line  across  the  plank  road 
at  Salem  Church,  General  Kershaw  forming  on  his 
right  and  General  Mahone  on  the  left.  I  directed 
General  Mahone  still  more  to  his  left,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  placed  General 
Semmes  to  the  immediate  left  of  Greneral  Wilcox. 
General  Wofford  was  ordered  forward,  and  placed 
on  the  right  of  General  Kershaw.  The  batteries 
which  I  had  brought  with  me  had  been  engaged 
all  the  morning,  and  had  but  little  ammunition 
left.  They  had  been  ordered  back  in  such  haste 
that  there  was  no  time  for  them  to  replenish  their 
chests ;  but  they  engaged  the  enemy  until  their 
supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  then  with- 
drew, and  were  posted  in  the  rear  to  command 
the  ground  on  the  flanks  and  front.  The  batteries 
of  the  enemy  were  admirably  served,  and  played 
over  the  whole*  ground.  Before  my  command 
was  well  in  position  the  enemy  advanced,  driving 
in  our  skirmishers,  and  coming  forward  with  loud 
shouts,  endeavored  to  force  the  centre,  (Wilcox's,) 
and  the  left  centre,  (General  Semmes's,)  extend- 
ing the  attack  somewhat  to  Mahone's  brigade. 
One  of  Wilcox's  regiments  gave  way,  and,  with 
the  skirmishers  running,  had  created  a  little  con- 
fiision;  but  General  Wilcox  himself  soon  cor- 
rected this,  and  re-forming  his  men,  charged  the 
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enemy,  in  conjunction  with  two  regiments  of 
Semmes's  brigade,  led  by  General  Semmes,  and 
drove  them  back  for  a  considerable  distance.  I 
now  strengthened  the  left  of  Mahone's,  which  was 
strongly  threatened,  with  two  regiments  from 
Wofford's  brigade,  (on  the  right,)  and  closed 
General  Kershaw  to  the  left,  strengthening  the 
centre,  supposing  that  the  attack  would  be  re- 
newed ;  but  no  other  assault  was  attempted ;  and 
as  night  drew  on  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  mv  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  ttis  engagement,  three  or  four  hundred  were 
taken  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  buried.  Just  previous  to  the  as- 
sault I  sent  my  inspecting  officer.  Major  Cos  tin, 
to  try  and  communicate  with  General  Early,  and 
to  bring  back  information  as  to  his  position  and 
desigrts,  and  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction,  A  courier  late  in  the  ni^ht  brought 
me  a  note  from  General  Early,  informing  me  that 
he  would  ^concentrate  his  forces  in  the  morning 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  heights,  Marje's 
hill  included.  I  sent  his  note  to  General  Lee, 
who,  approving  it,  I  forwarded  it  to  General 
Early,  who,  on  the  next  morning  carried  the 
heights,  with  but  little  opposition.  After  this, 
General  Early  sent  me  word  by  his  staff  again, 
that  if  I  would  attack  in  front,  he  would  advance 
two  brigades  and  strike  at  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  enemy.  I  agreed  to  advance,  provided  he 
would  first  attack,  and  did  advance  my  right,  — 
Kershaw  and  Wofford  —  to  operate  with  him,  — 
but  finding  my  force  was  insufficient  for  a  front 
attack  I  withdrew  to  my  line  of  the  evening  pre- 
vious. General  Early  not  attacking  as  I  could  hear. 
In  the  mean  while  1  had  informed  General  Lee  of 
the  plan  proposed,  and  asking  for  an  additional 
force.  I  was  informed,  in  reply,  that  the  remain- 
der of  General  Anderson's  division  had  been 
ordered  forward.  I  then  directed  that  no  attack 
should  be  made  until  General  Anderson  arrived. 
General  Lee  came  in  person  to  superintend  the 
movement,  arriving  about  the  same  time  with 
General  Anderson's  head  of  column.  General 
Anderson  was  ordered  to  the  right  with  his  three 
brigades.  My  understanding  was  that  the  troops 
of  my  own  division  and  the  brigades  of  Wilcox 
and  Mahone  were  to  continue  in  line,  facing  the 
enemy,  and  those  of  General  Early  and  three 
brigades  of  General  Anderson  were  to  attack  their 
right  and  rear.  Orders  were  given  that  my  troops 
on  the  right  —  Kershaw  and  WofFord  —  should 
advance  after  it  was  known  that  the  attack  on  the 
right  had  commenced,  which  would  be  indicated 
by  the  firing  in  that  direction.  I  was  on  the  right 
of  my  line,  straightening  it,  and  extending  to  the 
right,  when  notice  was  given  that  the  attack  would 
shortly  be  made  by  Generals  Early  and  Anderson, 
and  that  Colonel  Alexander,  who  had  established 
A  strong  battery,  on  a  prominent  hill,  which  com- 
manded one  of  nearly  equal  force  on  the  other 
side,  which  would  take  my  line  in  reverse,  and, 
in  a  measure,  enfilade  it,  should  open  fire.  The 
orders  were  civen  at  once.  Alexander  opened  his 
batteries,  and  Generals  Kershaw  and  Woflbrd  ad- 
vanced to  the  front  through  a  dense  woods.    Dis- 1 


tant  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  was 
heard,  indicating  that  the  attack  had  commenced 
on  the  extreme  right  Night  now  came  rapidly 
on,  and  nothing  could  be  observed  of  our  opera- 
tions. It  being  reported  to  me,  from  Mahone's 
pbsition,  that  the  noise  of  crossing  on  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  Banks's  Ford  could  be  heard,  I  sent  to 
Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  throw  snells 
so  as  to  drop  them  as  near  as  possible  about  the 
crossing,  wnich  was  promptly  done.  Shortly 
afterwards.  General  Kershaw's  arrival  on  the 
plank  road  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  requested 
General  Wilcox  to  assume  the  direction  of  it, 
and  with  such  a  portion  of  his  own  brigade  as  he 
thought  necessary,  proceed  down  the  Banks's 
Ford  road,  taking  a  battery  with  him,  to  press  the 
enemy,  seize  the  redoubts  suitable  for  shelling  the 
crossing,  and  open  fire  with  the  batteries,  all  of 
which  was  done  in  a  most  prompt  manner.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  being  acquainted  with  the  localities, 
of  which  I  knew  nothing  except  by  report 

I  was  as  vet  ignorant  whether  or  not  the  attack 
upon  the  nght  had  been  a  success,  but  the  noise 
01  their  passage  over  the  pontoon  bridges  con- 
vincing me  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,  I 
thought  it  best  to  press  on  in  pursuit.  After 
these  orders  had  been  given,  and  were  in  execu- 
tion, I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Lee,  dated  ten  P.  M.,  from  Downman's  house,  in- 
forming me  of  the  success  of  the  attack  on  the 
right,  and  his  desire  that  the  enemy  should  be 
pushed  over  the  river  that  night  Wofford's 
brigade  advanced  as  far  as  the  river  road,  enga- 
ging the  enemy  as  he  went,  and  driving  them 
before  him,  and  halted  for  the  night  beyond  the 
river  road,  extending  his  pickets.  Wilcox  and 
Kershaw  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them,  and  occupied  the  redoubts  commanding  the 
ford  and  its  approaches,  and  opened  fire  with  ar- 
tillery in  that  mrection.  As  my  troops  advanced, 
I  sent  to  Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  fire 
on  the  approaches  from  the  other  side  only,  as  I 
did  not  wish  to  risk  his  shells  dropping  among 
our  troops ;  he  did  as  requested,  and  the  fire  from 
all  the  batteries  is  reported  by  citizens  about  the 
ford  as  producing  great  confusion,  and  as  being 
very  destructive.  Tne  enemy  throwing  away  their 
arms  and  breaking  ranks,  fled  across  the  river  in 
the  greatest  disorder.  As  evidence  of  which,  the 
accompanying  report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  picked  up  by  my  own  division,  on  this  side 
of  Salem  Church,  shows  how  complete  must  have 
been  the  demoralization.  The  darkness  of  the 
night,  ignorance  of  the  country,  and  of  the  events 
transpiring  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  prevented 
that  cooperation  which  would  have  led  to  a  more 
complete  success,  but  I  believe  that  all  was  ^ned 
that  could  have  been  expected  under  the  curcum- 
stances.  The  enemy  had  several  batteries  —  six- 
teen guns  —  in  front  of  the  left  of  my  line,  sweep- 
ing every  approach  from  my  left  I  am  not 
informed  when  they  were  withdrawn,  but  I  sup- 
pose they  were  immediately  after  dark.  By  tne 
next  morning  the  enemy  had  retired  from  this 
side  of  the  river,  and  my  command  was  emplo)-ed 
in  burning  the  dead,  attending  to  the  wounded^ 
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and  collecting  arms  and  accoutrements.  I  received 
orders  during  the  morning  to  assemble  my  diris- 
ion,  send  General  Anderson's  brigades  to  rejoin 
bun,  and  to  send  an  -intelligent  officer  to  the  posi- 
tion of  General  Hetb,  at  or  near  the  junction  of 
the  river  and  mine  roads,  to  inform  himself  of  the 
points  to  be  occupied,  and  if  General  Heth  had 
left,  to  replace  him  by  the  brigades  of  General 
Mahone  and  another  of  my  own.  But  afterwards, 
in  conversation  with  General  Lee,  he  directed  me 
to  move  one  of  my  brigades  (General  Kershaw) 
to  relieve  General  Heth.  The  brigade  was  already 
in  motion,  and  I  joined  with  it  and  went  to  Gen- 
eral Heth's  position.  The  march  was  not  delayed 
for  a  moment,  as  the  brigade  did  not  halt  even 
once,  and  it  arrived  at  its  destination  before  the 
storm.  General  Helh's  main  command  was  posted 
in  rear  of  the  rifle-pits,  which  had  been  con- 
structed two  or  three  hundred  j-ards  on  the  plank 
road  side  of  the  junction  of  the  river  and  mine 
roads,  with  smaller  bodies  more  to  the  front.  His 
men  and  officers  had  their  shelter  and  other  tents 
pitched,  and  there  were  no  indications  of  his  mov- 
mg  on  my  arrival.  I  think  he  received  orders 
a&r  my  arrival  to  move  when  I  arrived.  Gen- 
eral Kershaw  had  relieved  him,  and  was  in  position 
before  the  storm  commenced.  General  Heth  in- 
formed me  that  the  strength  of  the  three  brigades 
under  his  command  was  about  nineteen  hundred 
aggregate,  which  was  not  so  numerous  as  the 
smgle  brigade  of  General  Kershaw.  Colonel 
Wickham  offered  his  services  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ferent crossings  on  the  river,  and  I  rode  down  the 
river  road  with  him.  A  terrible  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  delayed  my  return  to  my  headquarters  until 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I 
learned  that  General  Semmes  bad  been  ordered 
to  join  General  Kershaw.  The  next  morning 
early  I  rode  to  the  position  of  Generals  Kershaw 
and  Semmes,  and,  advancing  the  skirmishers  and 
scouts,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  gone  over 
the  river.  Shortly  after,  I  received  orders  to  re- 
tire to  ray  former  position  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg, leaving  a  brigjade  (Woffbrd'sJ  at  Banks's  Ford. 
The  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
in  my  division,  are,  — 
Kershaw,  .  .  104,  of  which  2  are  missing. 
Barksdale,    .  592,  of  which  327   are  missing, 

besides  14  officers. 
Semmes,    .  .  603,  of  which  26  are  missing. 
Wofford,   .  .  562,  of  which  9  are  missing. 
Artillery,  .  .     28,  of  which  2  are  missing. 

1,889 
My  Inspector-General  reports  over  twelve  hun- 
dred prisoners  taken.    Very  respectfully, 
L.  McLaws, 

Mi^or-Geiiertl. 

BEFOBT  OF  MAJOB-«£N£RAL  EABLT. 

Headquarters  Early's  Division,  M»y  7, 1863. 
Major  W,  H,  Taylor,  A.  A,  O,,  Army  Northern 

Virginia  : 

Major  :  About  daylight,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  the  enemy  crossed  at  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Ikm,  and  later  near  Pratt's  house,  below.  On  receiv- 


ing information  of  the  first  movement,  I  immediately 
moved  mv  division  into  line  on  tbe  railroad,  the 
right  restmg  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  the  left 
at  Deep  Run,  and  occupied  the  river  road  in 
front  with  three  regiments,  and  thus  kept  the 
enemy  from  advancing  to  that  road.  The  residue 
of  the  troops  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
brought  up  on  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  I 
received  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  remain  behind  with  my  division  and 
one  of  McLaws's  brigades,  (Barksdale's,)  to  observe 
the  enemy,  while  the  residue  of  the  troops  were 
removed  to  the  left.  General  Pendleton,  with  a 
portion  of  his  reserve  artillery,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Andrews,  with  his  battalion  of  artillery, 
was  also  left  behind.  My  division  and  Andrews's 
artillery  occupied  the  lines  on  the  ri^^ht,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  and  Pendleton's  artillery  Oc- 
cupied FredericKsburg  in  the  rear. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  second  instant, 
instructions  were  received  from  General  Lee, 
through  General  Chilton,  to  leave  a  brigade  be- 
hind as  a  guard,  and  move  with  the  residue  up  to 
Chancellorsville ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
ready,  I  commenced  the  movement,  leaving  be- 
hind Hays's  brigade  and  one  of  Barksdale's  regi- 
ments. '  A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  artil- 
lery, under  like  instructions,  was  sent  to  the  rear. 
After  I  had  commenced  the  movements,  and  had 
reached  the  plank  road,  and  moved  the  head  of 
the  column  up  it  about  a  mile,  information  was 
received  from  the  rear  of  such  character  as  to 
cause  me  to  turn  back  and  occupy  the  former  line 
as  before. 

About  light,  on  next  morning,  (Monday,  the 
third,)  I  received  information  from  General 
Barksdale  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  bridge 
across  at  Fredericksburg;  and  I  immediately 
sent  Hays's  brigade  from  the  right  to  his  support. 
In  a  short  time  the  enemy  commenced  making 
demonstrations  from  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run  and 
Fredericksburg.  All  his  efforts  to  attack  the  left 
of  my  line  were  thwarted,  and  one  attack  on 
Marye!s  hill  was  repulsed.  The  enemy,  however, 
sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Colonel  Griffin,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  occupied 
the  works  at  the  foot  of  Marje's  hill  with  his 
own  and  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment, 
which  was  received  by  him  imperfectly,  and  it 
had  barely  returned  before  heavy  columns  were 
advanced  aeainst  the  nositlon,  and  the  trenches 
were  carried  and  the  hul  taken.  A  large  portion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  antf  a  part 
of  the  Twenty-first  being  taken  prisoners,  and  a 
company  of  the  Washington  artillery,  with  its 
guns,  were  captured.  After  this,  the  artillery  on 
Lee's  hill  and  the  rest  of  Barksdale's  infantry, 
with  one  of  Hays's  regiments,  fell  back  on  the 
telegraph  road.  Hays,  with  the  remainder,  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  up  the  plank  road  as  he 
was  on  the  left.  Having  received  information,  I 
hastened  up,  and  succeeded  in  halting  the  artillery 
and  infantry,  and  checked  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  had  the  brigades  on  the  right  thrown 
back  into  the  second  line ;  and,  upon  the  arrival 
of  Hays's  brigade,  which  came  around  from  the 
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plank  road,  and  three  regiments  of  Gordon's, 
which  had  been  sent  for  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the 
disaster,  a  line  was  formed  across  the  telegraph 
road  at  Cox's  house,  about  two  miles  back  of 
Lee's  hill.  Having  received  information,  late  in 
the  day,  that  McLaws  was  moving  down,  and  that 
the  enemy,  who  had  passed  heavy  columns  up  the 
plank  road,  through  Fredericksburg,  was  to  be 
attacked  by  his  forces  and  mine  in  connection,  I 
concentrated  all  my  force  at  Cox's  house,  which 
was  not  accomplished  until  after  night,  having 
previously  informed  General  McLaws  of  my  in- 
tention to  attack  Marye's  hill  next  morning,  on 
the  right  and  advance,  extending  my  left  so  as  to 
close  in  on  him.  Early  next  morning  I  threw 
Hoke's  and  Hays's  brigade  across  Hazle  Hun,  to 
mo^e  down  towards  the  right,  and  advance  Gor- 
don's brigade  towards  Marye's  and  Lee's  hills, 
followed  by  Smith's  and  fiarksdale's  briffades. 
Gordon  succeeded  in  capturing  Marye's  hiU  with 
ease,  aided  by  Colonel  Andrews's  artillery,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  trenches 
in  front  of  the  hill,  and  Smith's  brigade  moved 
across  Hazle  Run,  and  a  line  formed  facing  up 
the  plank  road,  on  the  plain  between  Marye's 
hill  and  the  heights  on  the  plank  road,  ana  at 
Taylor's  house.  I  then  waited  to  hear  from 
McLaws,  but  hearing  no  sound  of  an  engagement 
in  that  direction,  I  felt  the  enemy  with  Smith's 
brigade,  and  finding  that  he  had  artillery  on  the 
heights  in  front  of  my  right,  I  ordered  the  brigade 
to  retire,  and  sent  to  General  McLaws  requesting 
him  to  turn.  In  return,  I  received  information 
that  Anderson's  division  was  moving  down,  and 
that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  at  a  signal.  Sub- 
sequently I  was  sent  for  by  General  Lee,  and 
having  received  his  instructions,  at  the  signal 
agreed  on,  Hays's,  Hoke's,  and  Gordon's  brigades, 
which  had  been  placed  in  position,  were  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy.  Havs  advancing  in 
the  centre,  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  opposite  the 
mill  and  Hazle  Run ;  Hoke  on  the  left,  advancing 
across  the  hill  on  which  Downman's  house  is 
situated,  and  below  it,  and  Gordon  on  the  right 
up  the  hills  on  the  north  of  the  plank  road, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  This  movement 
was  commenced  very  late,  and  Hays's  and  Hoke's 
brigades  were  thrown  into  some  confusion  by 
coming  in  contact  after  they  crossed  the  plank 
road,  below  Guest's  house ;  and  it  becoming  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the 
enemy  on  account  of  the  growing  darkness,  they 
had,  therefore,  to  fall  back  to  re-form,  which  was 
done  on  the  plain  below  Guest's  house.  Gordon's 
brigade  got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank 
near  Taylor's  house,  and  took  its  position^  there. 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  been  left  at  Marye's  hill, 
and  Smith's  in  position  on  the  left  of  it,  to 
strengthen  Barksaale,  or  reenforce  the  others  as 
occasion  might  require,  and  two  regiments  were 
ordered  up  while  Hays's  and  Hoke's  were  being 
re-formed.  After  seeing  General  Lee  at  night, 
Hoke's  brigade  was  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of 
Gordon,  and  Hays  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  Marye's 
hill,  and  Smith's  re^ments  sent  back  to  join  the 
lesidue  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  that  hilL 


The  loss  in  my  division  during  all  the  time 
from  the  q^ossiug  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
killed,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  wounded, 
and  some  five  hundred  are  reported  missing,  the 
greater  mirt  of  whom  are,  in  all  probability,  strag- 
glers. This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  Barks- 
dale's brigade  and  the  artillery. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Earlt, 
M^or-Oeneral,  oommandiiig. 


REPORT  OP  GENERAL  STUART  OF  CAVALRY 
OPERATIONS. 


Headquarteks  Cavalry  Division, 
A.  N.  v.,  May  8,  1863. 


I 

Brigadier-OenercU  B,  U,  Chilton,  A,  A.  and  L 

General  Army  N.  Virginia : 

General  :  In  anticipation  of  the  detailed  re- 
ports, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
sketch  of  the  operation  of  the  cavalry  immediate- 
ly preceding  and  during  the  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness and  Chancellorsville.  The  enemy  had 
more  than  a  week  previously  concentrated  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  (two  or  three  divisions)  along  the 
line  of  the  upper  Rappahannock,  whose  attempt 
to  hold  a  footing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
had  been  repulsed  with  loss  by  the  two  brigades 
with  me,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Fitzhugh  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee.  Finally, 
infantry  appeared  at  Kelley's  Ford  and  Rappahan- 
nock Bridge,  but  were  so  inactive  that  thus  far 
there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  their  appearance  was  a  feint  About  dark, 
however,  on  Tuesday  night,  April  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy  crossed  below  the  bend  of  the  river 
at  Kelley's,  in  boats,  opposite  our  videttes,  and,  be- 
fore the  force  posted  to  defend  the  ford  could  be 
sent  to  that  point,  had  crossed  in  such  numbers 
as  to  make  any  attempt  at  resistance  futile.  The 
party  crossing  at  once  threw  over  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and  moved  directly  up  the  river,  compel- 
ling our  forces  to  abandon  the  ford  at  Kelley's,  find 
severing  our  communication  with  the  lower  pick- 
ets. General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  near  Brandy,  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  sent  a  regiment  (Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry)  at  once  to  meet  the  ad- 
vance of  infantry,  which  was  checked  a  mile 
above  Kelley's.  I  received  information  of  this 
move  about  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Culpeper,  and 
made  arrangements  to  have  the  entire  cavalry  and 
artillery  force  hi  Culpeper  on  the  ground  at  day- 
light tne  next  morning,  directing,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  enemy  be  so  enveloped  with  picket* 
as  to  see  what  route  he  took  from  Kelley's  and 
keep  him  in  check.*  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  se- 
lected a  fine  position  between  Brandy  and  Kelley's, 
and  awaited  the  advance.  General  Fitz  I^ee  being 
held  in  reserve  at  Brandy,  with  a  regiment  at 
Stevensburg.  The  enemy  did  not  make  a  serious 
advance  towards  our  position,  though  Chambliss, 
with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  was  skirmishing  all 
the  forenoon  with  the  enemy's  infantrj'. 

About  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  received  a  report 
from  the  pickets  towards  Madden's  that  the  ene- 

*  In  this  report  I  have  endeavored  to  desoribe  the  rari- 
oas  operations  of  the  cavalry,  without  detailing  the  reaolt 
of  the  various  contests. 
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my  was  moving  a  large  infantry  force  in  that  di- 
rection. Leaving  Chambliss  in  front  of  the  enemy 
where  I  then  was,  I  marched  the  remainder  of  the 
command,  Fitz  Lee  in  advance,  directly  to  Mad- 
den's,  where  we  pierced  the  enemy's  column,  while 
marching,  and  scattered  it,  taking  possession  of 
the  road  aqd  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners, 
which  enabled  us  to  develop  their  strength  and 
designs,  as  we  captured  prisoners  from  three  army 
corps :  the  Eleventh,  (Howard's,)  Twelfth,  (Sb- 
cum's,)  and  the  Fifth,  (Mead's,)  and  soon  after 
learned  that  the  column  had  marched  direct  for 
Germana  Ford.  These  items  were  telegraphed 
to  the  commanding  OeneraL  Colonel  J.  Lucius 
Davis,  near  Beaver  Dam,  had  been  telegraphed 
early  that  day  to  move  his  forces  at  once  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  the  Rapidan  Fords,  but  I  had  no 
assurance  that  the  oraer  would  be  obeyed  with 
sufficient  promptness  to  accomplish  the  object, 
and  as  there  was  no  cavalry  on  the  left  flank  of 
the  main  army,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
move  round  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy  moving 
down  upon  Freaericksburg,  delay  him  as  much  as 
possible,  and  protect  our  left  flank;  besides, 
while  in  the  executjpn  of  this  design,  I  received 
instructions  from  the  commanding  General  to  give 
necessary  orders  about  public  property  along  the 
railroad,  and  swing  around  to  join  his  left  wing, 
delaying  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
march.  The  brigade  of  General  Fitz  Lee  was 
put  en  rouUf  in  a  jaded  and  hungry  condition,  to 
jRaccoon  Ford,  to  cross  and  move  rpund  to  the  ene- 
my's front.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  the  two 
regiments,  the  Seventh  and  Thirteenth,  under  his 
command,  was  directed  to  move  by  way  of  Cul- 
peper,  to  take  up  the  line  of  the  upper  Rapidan, 
and  look  out  for  Gordonsville  ana  the  railroad. 
Couriers  had  been,  by  direction,  sent  to  Ely's  and 
Germana  to  notify  our  parties  there  of  the  ene- 
my s  advance,  but  were  captured,  and  consequent- 
Iv  the  parties  at  those  points  received  no  notice. 
ij  the  good  management  of  Captain  Collins, 
however,  (now  Major  Fifteenth  Virginia  cavalry,) 
the  enemy  was  checked  for  some  time  at  Germa- 
na, and  his  wagons  and  implements  saved,  though 
some  of  his  men  were  captured.  A  strong  party 
of  sharpshooters  was  left  to  hold  the  road  of  the 
enemy's  march  as  long  as  possible,  and  these  fol- 
low on,  which  was  done,  the  party  maintaimng 
their  position  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire. Despatches  captured  showed  that  trains  of 
wagons  and  droves  of  cattle  accompanied  the  ex- 
pe£tion,  and  the  men  were  already  supplied  with 
five  davs  rations  in  haversacks.  Tnese  items 
placed  It  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  was  mak- 
mg  a  real  movement  to  turn  Freaericksburg. 
Crossing  the  Rapidan  that  night,  the  main  body 
of  cava&y  was  halted  to  rest  a  few  hours,  having 
marched  more  than  half  the  night,  and  one  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Owen,  was  sent  on  to  get  between 
the  enemy  and  Fredericksburg  and  impede  his 
progress.  Early  the  next  day,  (Thursday,  April 
thirtieth,)  Owen  having  reached  the  Germana  road, 
on  the  Fredericksburg  side,  kept  in  the  enemy's 
front,  while  the  remamder  kept  on  the  enemy's 


right  flank,  opened  on  his  column  at  Wilderness 
tavern,  dela}Tng  his  march  until  twelve  M.,  and 
causing  several  regiments  of  infantry'  to  deploy 
in  line  of  battle  to  meet  us.  Hearing  that  the 
enemy  had  already  reached  Chancellorsville  by 
the  Ely's  Ford  road,  I  directed  my  march  by  Todd's 
tavern  for  SpotUv'lvania  Court-House.  Night 
overtook  us  at  Todd's  tavern,  and  anxious  to 
know  what  the  commanding  General  desired  me 
to  do  further,  I  left  the  command  to  bivouac  here, 
and  proceeded  with  my  staff  towards  his  head- 
quarters, near  Fredericksburff,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded a  mile  before  we  found  ourselves  confront- 
ed by  a  party  of  the  enemy  double  our  own, 
directly  in  our  path.  I  sent  back  hastiljr  for  a 
regiment,  which,  coming  up,  (Fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, Colonel  Tyler,)  attacked  and  routed  the 
party.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  another  body  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  came  in  rear  of  the  Fifth. 
Receiving  notice  of  this,  I  gave  orders  to  with- 
draw the  Fifth  from  the  road,  and  sent  for  the 
brigade  to  push  on  at  once.  This  was  done,  and 
by  the  bright  moonlight  a  series  of  charges  routed 
and  scattered  this  expedition,  which  had  penetrat- 
ed to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Spottsylvania  Court- 
Hbusc.  It  has  been  since  ascertained  that  this 
expedition  was  by  no  means  an  insignificant  af- 
fair, and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  this  cavalry 
on  the  spot,  and  its  prompt  and  vigorous  action, 
might  have  resultecl  disastrously.  Artillery,  as 
weU  as  trains,  were  passing  Spottsylvania  unpro- 
tected at  the  time.  With  very  little  rest,  without 
waiting  for  rations  or  forage,  this  noble  little 
brigade,  under  its  incomparable  leader,  were  in 
the  saddle  early  the  next  morning,  and  moving  on 
Jackson's  left  flank  during  the  entire  day,  (May 
first),  and  swinging  around  to  the  left  to  threaten 
the  enemy's  rear.  On  the  morning  of  May  second, 
the  cavalry  of  this  brigade  was  disposed  so  as  to 
clear  Jackson's  way  in  turning  the  enemy's  right 
flank  and  to  cover  the  movement  of  this  corps, 
masking  it  on  its  ri^ht  flank.  This  was  done 
most  successfully,  driving  off  the  enemy's  cavalry 
whenever  it  appeared,  and  enabled  Jackson  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy.  In  the  subsequent  operations  at- 
tending the  battle  and  glorious  victory,  the  cavalry 
did  most  essential  service  in  watching  our  flanks, 
and  holding  the  Ely's  Ford  road  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  Wickham  and  Owen  being  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  horse  artillery  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
fantry in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  leading  the 
attack  of  artillery.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  the  brave  men  who  thus  bore  fatigue, 
hunger,  loss  of  sleep,  and  danger  without  a  murmur. 
The  operations  of  Brigadier-Ueneral  W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
with  his  handful  of  men,  are  embraced  in  the  mem- 
oranda furnished  by  him.  His  report  is  not  only 
satisfactory,  but  gives  evidence  of  sagacity  and 
good  conduct  throughout,  and  of  great  efficiency  on 
the  part  of  his  command.  The  result  shows  that 
the  disposition  made  of  these  two  commands  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Jones's  brigade  was  entirely 
out  of  reach,  and  Hampton  was  south  of  James 
river  recruiting.  That  Stoneman,  with  a  large 
cavalry  force,  was  allowed  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  Uie  State,  though  comparatively  harm- 
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less  in  results,  is  due  to  the  entire  inadequacy  In 
numbers  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  enemy  has  confronted  us  with  ait 
least  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  con- 
centrated, which  we  oppose  with  one  division, 
spread  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Alleghany; 
yet,  had  not  the  approach  of  a  battle  below  made 
it  neccessary  to  divide  the  force  of  the  two  Lees, 
I  feel  very  confident  that  Stoneman's  advance 
would  have  been  prevented,  though  with  great 
sacrifice  of  life,  owing  to  disparity  of  numbers.* 
With  the  commanding  General,  who  is  aware  of 
all  the  facts,  we  are  content  to  rest  our  vindica- 
tion, if  the  pursuit  of  the  plain  path  of  duty  need 
vindication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuakt, 
Mi^or-Oeneral,  oommandliig. 

BEPORT  OP  MAJOR-GENEEAL  JOHNSON. 

Headquarters  Johnson's  Division,  ) 
August  25,  1863.     ( 
Major  Chas,  Marshall: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Brigadier- 
General  It  E.  Colston's  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville.  • 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Colston's  re- 
port is  very  full,  embracing  the  operations  of  the 
different  brigades  in  detaiL 

None  of  the  brigade  commanders  who  com- 
manded in  the  battle  are  present;  three  were 
killed,  and  the  other,  Brigadier-General  H.  C. 
Nichols,  permanently  disabled. 

If  General  Colston's  report  is  not  sufficiently 
full  for  your  purposes,  please  inform  me,  and  I  will 
forward  reports  from  senior  officers  present,  who 
participated  in  the  battle. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Johnson, 

M^Jor-General. 
REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLSTON. 

HEAXM^UARTfiRS  COLSTON'S  BRIGADE,  ) 

May  28, 1862.     ( 

Major  A.  8,  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral: 

Sir  :  As  commander  of  Trimble's  divisioji  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  on  the  second 
and  third  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  that  division. 
This  report  would  have  been  forwarded  before  but 
for  the  fact  that,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  division,  and  bein^  no  longer  in  command  of 
it,  I  did  not  receive  all  the  bngade  returns  until 
yesterday. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  the  divisions  re- 
ceived orders  to- march  from  their  camps  at  Moss 
and  Shinker's  Necks  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
They  reached  this  point  in  the  evening,  and  re- 
mained there  until  May  first.     Orders  were  then 

*  A  Belgian  officer  of  General  Carl  Schurz^s  staff  was 
captured,  who  represented  that  the  Eleventh  corps  wasocr- 
taloly  across  ;  how  much  more  was  to  follow  he  could  not 
tell,  but  thought  that  the  force  altogether  tn  this  column 
was  about  twenty  thousand.  He  seemed  frank  and  honest, 
as  well  as  oommtinioatire. 


received  to  march  in  a  direction  leading  towards 
Chancellorsville.  The  march  was  continued  until 
night,  and  resumed  early  the  next  morning  upon 
the  plank  road  leading  to  Orange  Court-House. 
Amving  at  the  point  where  Generals  Anderson's 
and  McLaws's  divisions  were  in  position,  we  turned 
to  the  left  by  a  road  leading  by  Catherine  fur- 
nace to  the  Brook  road,  and  thence  to  the 
Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road,  which 
we  followed  to  the  Germana  function.  Here  the 
first  brigade,  under  General  Paxton,  was  de- 
tached from  the  division,  and  ordered  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee  of  the  cavalry. 
This  bngade  was  not  engaged  during  the  evening 
of  the  second,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  division  untu 
next  morning.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved 
on  together  with  the  corps,  until  they  bad  reached 
a  point  west  of  Wilderness  Church,  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank. 

About  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  May  second,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  line  of  battle  near  the  "  Luck- 
ett  house,"  perpendicular  to  a  road  which  passes  on 
by  Wilderness  Church,  and  merges  into  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  After  receiving 
several  orders  and  counter*  orders,  which  caused 
some  delay,  my  line  was  finally  formed,  my  three 
brigades  being  nearly  all  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
Colston's  brigade  being  on  the  right  under 
Colonel  Warren,  Jones's  brigade  next,  and  Nichols 
on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  the  rear  of  General  Rodes,  who  was 
in  the  first  line,  and  orders  were  received  that  when 
any  portion  of  the  first  line  needed  reenforcements, 
the  officer  commanding  this  position  would  call 
for  and  receive  aid  from  the  portion  of  the  line 
in  his  rear,  without  referring  the  order  to  division 
commanders. 

Orders  to  advance  were  received  at  six  o'clock 
precisely,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  enthu- 
siasm against  the  enemy.  In  a  few  moments  the 
action  opened  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, two  pieces  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery  in  the 
road  supporting  our  infantry  with  their  -fire. 
Notwithstanding  the  tangled  and  very  difficult 
character  of  the  woods,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
enelny,  our  troops  advanced  vnth  great  rapidity, 
driving  the  enemy  like  chaff"  before  them,  but  not 
without  loss  to  themselves.  The  division  had 
advanced  but  a  short  time,  not  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  and  the  battle  had  hardly  more 
than  commenced,  when  General  Rodes '  called 
upon  Colonel  Warren  to  support  him.  The 
troops  of  my  division  had  pressed  on  so  ardently 
that  they  were  already  witnin  a  few  steps  of  the 
first  line,  and,  in  some  places,  mixed  up  with  them. 
The  second  and  third  brigades,  commanded  by 
General  J.  R.  Jones  and  Colonel  Warren,  pushed 
on  with  and  through  the  first  line,  and  they  were 
the^r*^  to  charge  upon  and  capture  the  first  line 
of  intrenchraents  of  the  enemy  which  were  in  an 
open  field  beyond  the  Wilderness  Church.  This 
they  did  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillerj'  and  mus- 
ketry. 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  were  taken  here  by  the  Second  brigade, 
Captain  W.  S.  Hannah,  of  the  Fiftieth  Virginia 
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regiment,  being  the  first  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
these  pieces,  and  Color- Sergeant  Pickle,  of  the 
same  regiment,  planting  his  colors  over  them.  At 
the  same  lime,  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
^  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  Tiiird  bri- 
*  gade,  whose  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Warren, 
had  fallen,  severely  wounded,  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore, and  which  was  now  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia. 
We  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before  us  until 
darkness  prevented  our  farther  advance.  The 
firing  had  now  ceased,  owing  to  the  very  difficult 
and  tangled  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
troops  had  advanced,  and  the  mineling  of  the 
first  and  second  lines  of  hattle,  the  formation  of 
the  troops  had  become  very  much  confused,  and 
diiferent  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were 
mixed  up  together.  In  order  to  be  ready  to  renew 
the  conflict  at  daylight,  it  was  necessary  to  re-form 
them  in  proper  order,  and  a  portion  of  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  troops  having  moved  to  the  front,  I 
ordered  the  different  brigades  of  my  division  to 
form  near  the  log  hospital,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  wounded,  and  to  draw  a  fresh  supply 
of  ammunition.  The  Fourth  brigade  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  the  others  on  the 
right.  The  First,  which  had  been  detached  in  the 
evening,  not  having  yet  rejoined,  was  some  dis- 
tance m  the  rear,  'fhe  troops  were  hardly  re- 
formed and  placed  in  position,  when  the  enemy 
opened,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  furious  fire  of  shot, 
shell,  and  canister,  sweeping  down  the  plank  road 
and  the  woods  on  each  side.  A  number  of  artil- 
lery horses,  some  of  them  without  drivers,  and  a 
great  many  infantry  soldiers,  belonging  to  other 
commands,  rushed  down  the  road  in  wild  disorder ; 
but  although  many  casualties  occurred  at  this 
time  in  my  division,  the  troops  occupied  their 
positions  with  the  utmost  steaoiness.  It  was  at 
this  lime  that  General  Nichols,  of  the  Louisiana 
brigade,  (Fourth),  a  gallant  and  accomplished  offi- 
cer, had  his  left  leg  torn  off  by  a  shell,  and  was 
carried  off  the  fielcL  The  command  of  his  bri- 
gade devolved  on  Colonel  J.  M.  Williams,  who, 
during  the  following  day,  discharged  with  zeal 
and  gallantry  the  duties  of  brigade  commander. 
It  was  also  about  the  same  time  that  our  great, 
and  good,  and  ever  to  be  lamented  corps  com- 
mander fell  under  the  fire  of  some  of  the  men  of 
General  Lane's  brigade.  A  desultory  firing  con- 
tinued at  irregular  mtervals  during  the  night,  and 
the  weaned  troops  had  but  small  opportunity  to 
obtain  the  repose  which  was  so  needful  for  the 
task  of  the  next  day.  General  J.  R.  Jones,  owing 
to  the  ulcerated  condition  of  one  of  his  legs,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  field  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  Colonel  T.  S.  Garnett  assumed  command  of 
his  brigade. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  orders  were  given 
to  the  division  to  form  at  right  angles  to  the 
plank  road,  near  the  log  house  occupied  as  a 
oospital  by  Uie  enemy.  Colston's  and  Jones's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Paxton's 
and  Nichob's  on  the  left,  in  second  line.  As  soon 
as  it  was  broad  daylight  the  battle  commenced 
with  fury.    Our  troops  advanced  from  the  breast- 


works, running  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road, 
and  charged  the  enemy  up  the  hills,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  re- 
enforced.  Colston's  brigade,  under  Colonel  T.  V. 
Williams,  immediately  advanced  to  the  support 
of  the  first  line,  and  became  hotly  engaged. 
Colonel.  T.  V.  Williams  being  wounded,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  who  succeeded  him 
in  command  of  the  brigade  being  killed,  the  com- 
mand devolved  first  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thurston,  Third  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  he 
being  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  First 
Nortn  Carolina,  assumed  command.  Here  Colonel 
McDowell,  First  North  Carolina  regiment,  was 
wounded,  and  Major  Stover,  Tenth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, was  killed.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  very  strong  force  towards  the  right 
of  our  line  and  of  the  breastworks,  and  were  about 
ou^anking  us  on  the  right.  Seeing  this  danger, 
I  sent  Mr.  Grogan,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  to 
order  Paxton's  brigade  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
across  the  road,  and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the 
eneineers,  was  sent  with  an  order  to  Jones's  bri- 
gade, under  Colonel  Garnett,  to  advance  towards 
the  right  from  their  position,  a  little  in  the  rear 
in  reserve.  This  was  a  most  critical  moment 
The  troops  in  the  breastworks,  belonging  mainly 
(I  believe)  to  General  Pender's  and  General 
McGowan's  brigades,  were  almost  without  ammu- 
nition, and  had  become  mixed  with  each  other, 
and  with  fragments  of  other  commands.  They 
were  huddled  up  close  to  the  breastworks,  six  and 
eight  deep.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  line 
was  steadily  advancing  on  our  front  and  right, 
almost  witnout  opposition,  until  I  ordered  the 
troops  in  the  breastworks  to  open  fire  upon  them. 
At  tnis  moment,  Paxton's  brigade  having  moved 
by  the  right  flank  across  the  road,  and  then  by 
the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle,  advanced  towards 
the  breastworks.  Before  reaching  them,  the  gal- 
lant and  lamented  General  Paxton  fell ;  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia 
regiment.  The  brigade  advanced  steadily,  and 
the  Second  brigade  moved  up  at  the  same  time. 
They  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  in  cf^nfusion.  It  was  at  and  beyond  these 
breastworks  that  the  division  sustained  the  most 
severe  loss,  the  nature  of  the  ground  being  such 
that  the  enemy  had  a  plunging  fire  upon  us,  and 
sent  destruction  upon  all  that  occupied  the  slope 
of  the  hill  on  which  we  were.  Here  fell  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  Garnett,  commanding  Jones's  bri- 
gade, leaving  Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Vir- 
ginia, in  command.  Here  Major  Mc^m,  of 
division  staff,  was  killed  while  most  gallantly 
cheering  on  the  men.  Major  Hoffinan  and  Mr. 
Grogan,  of  the  same  staff,  wcfte  wounded.  All 
these  officers  having  remained  mounted  with  and 
near  the  division  commander  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  sta£^  and  having  their  horses  killed 
under  them. 

For  a  time  the  tide  of  battle  fluctuated ;  the 
three  brigades  of  this  division  making  several  dis- 
tinct charges,  and  being  driven  back  by  superior 
numbers,  until  at  last  the  enemy  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
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About  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  coining  into  bat- 
tery helped,  finally,  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and 
the  conflict  was  virtually  over  at  this  point,  and 
the  firing  ceased.  In  the  mean  while  a  very  sharp 
fire  on  the  left  of  the  road  announced  tnat  the 
Louisiana  brigade  was  hotly  engaged.  I  ordered 
part  of  the  troops  in  the  breastworks  to  march  by 
the  left  flank  to  their  support,  and  General  Col- 
quitt's brigade  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  was 
ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  proceed  in  the  same 
direction.  These  forces  arrived  on  the  left  just  in 
time.  The  Louisiana  troops,  who  had  been  fight- 
ing gallantly  for  a  long  time  without  support,  and 
whose  ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted, 
were  falling  back,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  ana  musketry.  The  arrival  of  the  reen- 
forcements  enabled  them  to  stop  their  retrograde 
movement,  and  the  whole  line  advanced  together, 
and,  delivering  a  few  well-directed  volleys,  the 
bnemy  was  forced  to  retreat  It  was  now  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  enemy  was  driven  beyond 
Chancellorsville.  The  troops  of  my  division  were 
almost  entirely  without  ammunition,  having  ex- 
pended all  then:  own,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
Yankee  ammunition.  They  were  accordingly  with- 
drawn to  the  rear,  and  supplied  with  fresh  ammu- 
nition and  with  rations,  of  which  they  stood  in 
^eat  need,  and  their  shattered  ranks  were  re- 
formed. 

No  further  movements  took  place  until  about 
three  o'clock;  At  this  time  I  received  an  order  to 
report  is  person  to  General  Lee.  Upon  my  doing 
so,  the  General  ordered  me  to  form  ray  division 
perpendicular  to  the  road  leading  from  the  Chan- 
cellorsville house  towards  the  United  States 
Ford,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  and  to  ad- 
vance for  the  purpose  of  feeling  and  ascertaining 
the  enemy's  position,  not  of  taJdng  Ids  batteries. 
To  this  he  added,  that  the  road  turned  to  the 
right  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  but 
that  I  would  probably  meet  opposition  before  I 
got  there.  I  accordingly  formed  my  troops  on 
both  sides  of  the  road,  Nichols's  and  Colston's 
brigades  being  on  the  left  and  Jones's  and  Pax- 
toirs  on  the  right.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hinrichs, 
of  the  engineers,  to  advance  with  the  skirmishers 
and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  The  com- 
mand was  then  given  for  the  division  to  move 
forward.  Hardly  had  they  advanced  a  few  paces, 
when  a  terrific  fire  of  shell  and  canister  was 
opened  by  the  enemy,  from  a  battery  of  twelve 

fneces  of  artillery.  I  ordered  a  section  of  Napo- 
eon  guns  to  advance  up  the  road  and  reply  to  the 
enemjj's  fire.  There  was  no  other  spot  than  the 
road  in  which  they  could  be  placed,  and  that  was 
too  narrow  to  allow  a  larger  number  of  pieces  to 
be  put  in  battery.  Findmg  that  they  would  be 
speedily  silenced,  and  probably  with  useless  loss 
of  life  and  material  by  the  enemy's  superior  artil- 
lery, I  ordered  them  back  after  a  few  rounds.  In 
the  mean  time,  perceiving  some  confusion  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  I  proceeded  there  and  found  the 
Tenth  Louisiana  regiment  exposed  to  a  perfect 
storm  of  grape  and  shell,  and  rapidly  giving  away. 
Seconded  by  my  Aid,  Lieutenant  Tosh,  and  by  the 
gallant  exertions  of  the  oJQ&oers  of  this  regiment, 


whose  conduct  deserves  the  highest  praise,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  this  retrograde  movement,  in 
spite  of  the  enemy's  continued  fire ;  but  the  car- 
nage in  this  small  regiment  was  great  —  in  less 
than  two  minutes,  fifty  officers  and  men  fell, 
killed  and  wounded,  by  my  side,  including  Lieu-  | 
tenant-Colonel  Leggett,  who  was  instantly  killed 
by  a  shell.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  suffered 
in  a  less  degree,  some  portions  having  advanced 
inside  of  the  point  where  the  enemy's  shot  were 
falling.  By  this  time  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  occupied  a  formidable  position  ;  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  planted  in  barbette  at  the 
top  of  the  first  hill,  and  a  line  of  intrenchmencs, 
occupied  by  infantry,  stretched  out  on  each  side 
of  tne  artillery,  occupying  a  front  much  wider 
than  that  of  my  division.  Another  line  of  infan- 
try, preceded  by  skirmishers,  was  drawn  up  out- 
side of  the  works.  To  advance  in  the  face  of 
such  a  force,  with  a  division  so  much  reduced  as 
mine  was,  would  have  been  only  to  insure  its  de- 
struction, and  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
instructions  I  had  received  from  the  General 
commanding.  I  accordingly  reported  to  General 
Stuart,  who  was,  for  the  time,  my  immediate  com- 
mander, that  my  division  was  not  able  to  attack^ 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  1  was  then  ordered  by  him  to  place  my 
division  in  some  intrenchments  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  enemy ;  the  division  was  moved 
at  night  to  a  position  in  prolongation  of  General 
Rodes's  line,  and  the  position  was  fortified  during 
the  next  day  and  night  On  Monday  and  Tues- 
day occasional  skirmishing  took  place  with  the 
enemy. 

In  reconnoitring  his  position  and  ascertaining 
his  movements  important  service  was  rendered 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  T.  Colston,  of  the 
Second  Virginia,  and  Captain  William  Randolph 
and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the  engineers. 

The  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  forces  across 
the  river,  two  brigades  of  this  division,  Colston's 
and  Jones's,  remained,  the  first  at  United  States 
Ford,  and  the  latter  near  Chancellorsville,  and 
collected  upon  the  battle-field  vast  quantities  of 
arms,  ordnance,  &c.,  which  were  sent  on  to  Guiney 
Station  and  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Communication 
was  opened  with  the  enemy  by  flag  of  truce ;  and, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Lee, 
they  were  allowed  to  move  all  their  wounded,  and 
also  the  bodies  of  several  of  their  officers  who  had 
fallen  in  the  battle.  These  duties  being  com- 
pleted, the  two  brigades  above  mentioned  re- 
turned to  the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  I  returned  to  the  command  of  my  own 
brigade  on  the  twentieth  instant 

Where  aU  did  their  duty  so  well  and  so  com- 
pletely, it  becomes  impossible  to  mention  all  those 
who  exhibited  great  gallantry.  That  the  troops 
of  this  division  did  perform  their  duty  well  and 
completely,  is  evidenced  by  the  bloody  roll  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  killed,  and  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-two 
wounded,  making  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  casualties,  not  counting  the  very  slightly 
woimded,  in  a  division  which  went  into  acdon 
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^rkh  little  more  than  six. thousand  men,  is  a  larger 
percentage  than  that  of  any  other  division  in  the 
late  battle.  Althouffh  placed  in  second  line  at  the 
commencement  of  tne  action,  it  is  an  indubitable 
hd  that,  before  it  had  made  progress  many  min- 
utes, both  on  Saturday  and  on  Sunday,  the  troops 
of  this  dlTision  had  passed  into  and  repeatedly 
through  and  beyond  the  first  line.  And,  without 
any  desire  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  other 
commands,  I  feel  confident  that  much  of  the  credit 
due  to  the  prowess  of  Trimble's  division  has  been 
attributed  to  others.  The  unusal  proportion  of 
officers  who  fell,  —  the  fact  that  the  four  brigades 
lost  eight  brigade  commanders,  three  of  them  killed 
and  the  rest  disabled,  and  that  out  of  the  division 
staff  one  was  killed  and  two  were  wounded,  —  all 
this  shows  that  all,  of  every  rank,  bore  their  part 
well  in  this  great  battle. 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  report  without 
mentioning,  more  particularly,  first  the  names  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  gallant  dead. 
Paxton,  Garaett,  and  Walker  died  heroically  at 
the  head  of  their  brigades.  The  chivalrous  Duncan 
McKim,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  fell  while  con- 
ducting reenforcements  to  repel  the  enemy.  Major 
Stover,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leggett,  Tenth  Louisiana,  and  many  others,  fell  to 
rise  no  more.  CJolonel  Warren,  Tenth  Virginia; 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia ; 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thurston,  Third  North 
Carolina,  wounded  while  commanding  the  Third 
brigade,  deserve  special  mention  for  their  gal- 
lantry. Also  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia  j 
Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Virginia ;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brown,  First  North  Carolina,  and 
Colonel  J.  M.  Williams  Tenth  Louisiana,  on 
whom  the  command  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  brigades  devolved  respectively.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Withers,  of  Forty-second  Vir- 
ginia ;  Major  White,  Forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Cap- 
tain Buckner,  Forty-fourth  Virginia ;  Captam 
Moselv,  Twenty-first  Virginia  j  Major  Perkins  and 
Captain  Kelly,  commanding  Fiftieth  Virginia,  and 
Captain  Samuel  J.  C.  Moore,  acting  adjutant- 
general  to  Jones's  brigade,  are  mentioned  for  gal- 
lant conduct  by  their  brigade  commanders,  ^so. 
Lieutenant  C.  J.  Amell,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Captain  Henry 
Kyd  Douglass,  inspector  of  this  brigade,  to  whose 
g^lantry  and  good  conduct  I  am  also  an  eye-wit- 
ness. Colonel  H.  K.  Edmundson,  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Virginia,  severely  wounded  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  also  deserves  special  mention. 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  division  staff  I  cannot 
^eak  too  highly.  Major  Hoffman  and  Mr. 
Charles  Gro^an  were  both  severely  wounded 
while  nobly  discharging  their  duties.  Certain  W. 
CBTvel  Hall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  not 
only  conspicuous  for  his  ^fallantr;^,  but  discharged 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  position,  both  durmg 
and  after  the  battle,  with  a  zeal  and  ability  worthv 
of  all  praise ;  as  did  also  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of 
the  engineers,  who  acted,  during  the  battle,  as 
Aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  James  T.  Tosh,  my  own 
Aid-de-camp,  behaved  with  a  daring  and  bravery 
which  cannot  be  surpassed,  and  aided  me  materi- 
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ally  more  than  once  in  rallying  and  pushing'  for- 
ward some  portions  of  the  line,  momentarily 
wavering  under  the  superior  number^  and  wither- 
ing fire  of  the  enemy. 

1  also  wish  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of 

the  skilful,  zealous,  and  able  manner  m  which  Dr. 

R.  F.  Coleman,  division  surgeon,  discharged  the 

duties  of  his  office.    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R  E.  Colston, 

Brigadier-General. 
Official  copy : 

R.  W.HUNTEB,  A.  A.  G., 

Johnson's  Dirision. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAL  W.  H.  F.  LEE. 

Thursday f  April  30/A.  —  Marched  from  Culpep- 
er  to  Rapidan  station  with  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  ;  left 
one  squadron  in  Culpeper,  which  fell  back  on  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  joined  me  at  Rapi- 
dan.   Enemy  appeared  that  evening. 

Friday,  May  1st.  —  Engaged  all  day  with  one 
or  two  brigades  of  cavalry.  One  charge  made  by 
Colonel  Beale  with  one  squadron,  to  draw  them 
out,  took  thirty  prisoners,  but  could  not  bring 
them  off;  was  pressed  very  hard.  Received  or- 
ders from  General  Lee  to  bum  the  bridge  and  fall 
back  to  GordonsviUe  j  burnt  the  bridge,  but  held 
my  position  all  day.  Enemy  commenced  moving 
towards  night  in  force  on  my  left.  Withdrew  at 
night  and  marched  towards  GordonsviUe. 

Saturday f  May  2d.  —  Reached  GordonsviUe  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M. ;  heard  on  my  arrival  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  at  TreviUian's  De- 
pot and  Louisa  Court-House ;  sent  the  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  in  that  direction ;  their  videttes  were 
driven  in  by  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  regiment 
charged  and  drove  them  three  mUes,  kiUed  and 
wounded  a  number,  and  took  thirty- two  prisoners. 
One  Lieutenant  and  four  prisoners  taken  represent- 
ed three  different  re^ments.  My  loss  was  three 
or  four  wounded.  Went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Ninth  with  the  Thirteenth  regiment  and  two  pieces 
of  artiUery ;  met  Colonel  Beale  faUing  back ;  took 
a  position  and  waited  their  approach.  They  did 
not  advance.  Learned  that  General  Stoneman 
with  his  whole  cotps  was  at  Louisa  Court-House, 
moving  towards  James  River ;  supposed  that  his 
object  was  to  tear  up  the  railroad ;  night  coming 
on,  my  men  and  horses  being  wearied  out  by  four 
days*  fighting  and  marching,  I  left  my  p^kets 
out  and  withdrew  to  GordonsviUe. 

Sunday,  May  3d.  — Received  information  from 
my  scouts  that  the  enemy  were  leaving  Louisa, 
and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Columbia^  Know- 
ing their  object  was  to  destroy  the  aqueduct,  I 
started  after  Uiem.  Arrived  there  at  night; 
heard  that  they  had  left  in  a  great  hurry ;  pur- 
sued all  night.  At  daybreak,  having  travelled 
sixty  or  seventy  mUes,  the  enemv  being  three 
hours  ahead  of  me,  halted.  My  videttes  reported 
the  enemy  about  one  mile  in  advance ;  had  ex* 
changed  words ;  they  said  they  belonged  to  the 
Fifth  regulars ;  knew  the  party.  I  was  pursuing 
was  Wyndham's.  • 
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Monday,  May  4th,  —  Started  forwaid  and  came 
upon  him  drawn  up  in  the  road.  One  squadron 
of  the  Ninth  was  ahead  a  few  hundred  yards ; 
charged ;  the  enemy  charged  at  the  same  time  ; 
fought  hand  to  hand  for  four  or  five  minutes ; 
routed  the  uarty;  killed  six,  wounded  a  num- 
her,  and  tooK  thurty  three  prisoners,  among  them 
Captain  Owens  ana  Lieutenant  Buford.  Captain 
Owens  reported  that  his  regiment  was  not  all 

S resent,  but  that  he  was  on  picket ;  that  General 
luford  was  only  three  miles  distant  My  horses 
and  men  being  jaded,  and  having  only  about 
eight  hundred  men,  I  determined  not  to  pursue. 
Continued  back  to  GordonsviUe,  having  travelled 
some  seventy  or  eighty  miles. 

Tuesday,  May  5th,  —  Rested,  havinjz  sent  out 
scouting  parties.  Heard  by  telegram  uom  Rich- 
mond that  the  enemy  were  everywhere. 

Wednesday,  May  6th.  —  Having  received  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  were  recrossing  the  rail- 
road, moved  down  upon  his  left  flank ;  came  upon 
his  rear  at  North  Anna  River ;  took  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  prisoners.  Their  rear  guard  had 
crossed  the  river  and  torn  up  the  bridge.  It  had 
been  raining  all  day 'and  the  river  was  past  ford- 
ing. Hearing  that  this  was  onl^  one  party,  and 
that  another  column  was  moving  lower  down, 
went  in  that  direction ;  found  they  had  all  crossed 
the  North  Anna,  and  destroyed  the  bridges  be- 
hind them.  Moved  that  nignt  in  the  direction  of 
Louisa  Court-House.  Bivouacked  in  three  miles 
of  Court-House. 

Thursday,  May  1th.  —  Went  to  Trevillians  and 
fed.  Moved  on  at  three  P.  M.  for  Orange  Court- 
House;  arrived  at  eight  A.  M.  Scouts  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Rapidan. 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
"^  Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-QENERAL  PENDER. 

Camp  Grkog,  Va.,  May  li,  1863. 
Brigadier- General  H.  Heth,  commanding  A.  P. 

HilVs  Division : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Having  arrived  up- 
on the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  May  second* 
I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  upon  the  left 
of  the  road  leading  to  Chancellorsville,  in  rear 
and  in  support  of  a  line  formed  by  part  of  Col- 
ston's division.  In  this  order  we  advanced  some 
distance,  when  orders  were  received  to  enter  the 
road  Bigain,  and  push  on  by  the  flank,  in  which 
order  I  moved  until  reaching  the  advance  position 
of  our  troops.  Here,  after  my  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  most  galling  and  destructive  shelling  u'om 
the  batteries  near  Chancellorsville,  I  moved  my 
regiments  in  to  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  right  resting  upon  the  road.  Before  I  had 
completed  my  formation  I  found  that  my  troops 
occupied  the  most  advanced  position  of  our  forces. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  in 
this  position  we  remained  until  the  general  ad- 
vance was  ordered,  early  next  morning.  May  third. 
My  line  had  not  advanced  more  than  one  hundred 
and  £fty  yards  before  the  firing  became  very 


heavy ;  but  my  men  continued  to  advance,  and 
soon  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  were 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush. 
This  we  carried  without  once  hesitating.  Beyond 
the  breastworks  the  resistance  again  became  verv 
obstinate,  as  if  we  had  come  in  contact  with  a  firesh 
line  ;  —  but  let  me  here  say  that  the  thickness  of 
the  undergrowth  very  much  obstructed  the  view 
of  operations  the  whole  of  this  day ;  —  and  this,  in 
its  turn,  was  driven  back  after  a  short  contest ; 
but  farther  on  the  resistance  became  so  great 
from  their  infantry  force,  and  the  tremendous  fire 
from  artillery  on  my  right  refitments,  that  they 
were  forced  to  fall  back,  but  raUied  at  the  breast- 
works, about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  our 
rear.  My  left  regiment,  (Thirteenth  North  Caro- 
lina,) not  being  subjected  to  the  artillery  fire,  did 
not  mil  back,  but  continued  to  advance  for  a  long 
distance,  with  the  brigade  on  my  left ;  and  in  this 
advance  Lieutenant  Ireland,  Company  £,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  rushed  gallantly  forward 
and  captured  Brigadier-General  Hws  and  staffs 
who  were  endeavoring  to  escape.  Corporal  Mon- 
roe Robinson,  Company  A,  Thirteenth  North  Car- 
olina, also,  about  this  time,  chased  a  color-bearer 
so  closely  that  he  tore  off  the  colors  and  threw 
down  the  staff,  which  was  secured. 

After  the  other  four  regiments  fell  back  to  the 
breastworks    and  were  re-formed,    I    advanced 

Xin,  the  men  going  forward  with  alacrity ;  but, 
r  penetrating  the  woods  about  the  same  dis- 
tance as  before,  had  to  fall  back  again.  This,  to 
some  extent,  was  unavoidable,  as  our  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road  had  been  driven  back  about  this 
time,  and  the  men  thus  found  that  the  enemy 
were  at  least  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Uiem 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  The  Thirteenth 
North  Carolina,  (on  the  left,)  after  advancing  a 
long  wav  to  the  front,  was  findly  compelled  to 
&11  back  for  want  of  support  and  ammunition, 
which  it  did  in  good  order.  When  my  line  was 
forced  back  the  second  time,  supports  came  up, 
and  took  the  advance.  My  men  were  about  out 
of  ammunition,  broken  down  and  badly  cut  up, 
having  lost  about  seven  hundred  officers  and  men 
in  the  short  time  we  had  been  engaged.  What 
field  officers  were  left  collected  the  men,  after 
they  had  fallen  behind  the  front  line,  and  were 
engaged  at  different  times  during  the  fight. 
Knowing  the  ground  pretty  well  by  this  time,  I 
remained  in  tl^  fight  vrith  whatever  troops  came 
up,  until  about  the  close  of  the  action,  when  I 
very  readily  got  my  men  into  shape  affain,  near 
the  spot  from  where  I  commenced  the  eSvanoe. 

I  can  truly  say  that  my  brigade  fought  (May 
third)  with  unsurpassed  courage  and  determina- 
tion. I  never  knew  them  act  universally  so  welL 
I  noticed  no  skulking ;  and  they  never  showed  any 
hesitation  in  following  their  colors.  Mv  li^  of 
killed  and  wounded  vnll  show  how  manfully  they 
fought  on  that  glorious  day.  After  having  wit- 
nessed the  fighting  of  neany  all  the  troops  that 
fought  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  am  satisfied  with 
my  own,  but  by  no  means  churning  any  superior- 
ity.   All  that  I  saw  behaved  as  heroes. 

Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina, 
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wounded,  and  thus  I  was  deprived  of  as  gallant  a 
man  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  service.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hyman,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  showed 
himself  a  true  and  gallant  officer.  Captain  Rog- 
ers, Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  gallantly  carried 
the  colors  of  his  regiment  for  some  time  after  re- 
ceiving a  wound  in  the  arm.  Adjutant  Walker, 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  also  received  high  com- 
mendation from  his  regimental  commander  for  his 
gallantry.  Lieutenant  Smith,  Company  B,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  has  been  frequently  rec- 
ommended for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct, 
but  thus  far  has  not  been  confirmed.  Being  fired 
upon  by  one  of  the  enemv,  he  rushed  forward  and 
killed  him  with  his  sword.  Lieutenant  William- 
son, also  recommended,  as  well  as  Lieutenant 
Smith,  continued  throughout  the  fight,  after  re- 
ceiving a  flesh  wound  through  the  thigh.  Col- 
onel McEbroy  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stowe,  Six- 
teenth North  Carolina,  both  behaved  as  finely  as 
officers  could,  until  they  were  both  seriously 
wounded.  And  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning 
private  Wiggins,  of  the  same  regiment,  for  his 
gallantry  and  endurance.  After  bemg  on  skirmish 
or  picket  duty  for  three  days  and  nights,  he  vol- 
onteered  to  go  out  again,  when  he  verv  coolly  and 
deliberately  loaded  several  guns,  with  which  he 
killed  several  of  the  enemy.    It  is  with  great  sor- 1 


row  that  I  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cole  and  Major  Odell,  Twenty-second 
North  Carolina ;  two  finer  soldiers  or  more  gal- 
lant men  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  army.  They 
never  failed  me  on  any  occasion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ashford,  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Robin- 
son, Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  former  part 
of  the  time,  and  the  two  latter  all  the  time,  in 
charge  of  my  sharpshooters,  distinguished  them- 
selves very  much.  Colonel  Ashford  was remaiked 
for  his  gallantry  by  all ;  and  Lieutenant  Brown 
continued  with,  or  in  charge  of,  the  sharpshooters 
for  several  days.  He  is  a  young  man  who  de- 
serves promotion.  He  kept  his  skirmishers  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  breastworks  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  as  to  pick  off  their  artillery  horses,  men 
working  on  their  trenches,  and  any  one  seen 
mounted.  He  drove  in  their  skirmishers  on  all 
occasions.  I  should  mention  that  Major  Mc- 
Lauchlin,  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  was  badly 
wounded,  while  behaving  most  gallantly.  Adju- 
tant Mclntire,  same  regiment,  is  also  spoken  of 
for  distinguished  conduct.  In  general  terms, 
my  officers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  acted  not 
onlv  well,  but  remarkably  so. 

'fhe  following  table  will  show  my  loss.  Six 
out  of  ten  field  officers  were  killed  or  seriously 
wounded : 


List  of  Caswdiies. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

MlSSIMO. 

Total, 

CoaocAin). 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Qeoer&l  Staff, 

Tlilrtwnth  North  Carolina  regiment, 

ftUteenth  North  CaroUnii  reriment. 

Twenty-second  North  Carolina  regiment, .  .  . 

TWrty-elRhth  North  Carolina  regiment, .... 

8 
2 

1 
2 

31 
14 
28 
17 
18 

11 
7 
7 
3 
7 

l(i7 
M 
122 
107 
70 

1 

1 

0 
16 
14 
20 
11 

12 
10 
10 

4 
9 

196 
00 
IM 
144 
W 

Grand  total 

8 

108 

3. 

632 

2 

60 

45 

710 

I  should  have  stated  that  Colonel  McElroy,  with 
his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  after 
getting  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
point  where  the  battle  opened  Sunday  morning, 
was  directed  to  report  to  General  Stuart,  who 
took  him  to  some  point  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
where  he  attacked  a  camp  and  routed  them,  when 
he  rejoined  me,  at  three  o^clock  A.  M.,  only  about 
two  hoors  before  the  fight  opened,  having  been 
marching  all  day  and  night. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully,  W.  D.  Pendeb, 

Brigadier-General. 

BEPOBT  OF  BBIGADIEE-GENEBAL  THOMAS. 
Hkadquabtebs  Thomas's  Brioadb,  Hay  19, 1863. 
Captain  B.  H,  FirmeVf  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
brigade  was  ordered  by  Major-Oeneral  Hill,  on 


the  morning  of  May  second,  to  leave  its  position 
near  ChancellorsviUe,  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Uordonsville,  and 
move  with  the  division.  In  accordance  \\ith  which 
order  we  moved  with  the  division  a  few  miles, 
when  a  message  was  received  that  the  enemy  had 
attacked  and  were  threatening  to  capture  the  artil- 
lery and  wagon  train  of  the  division,  near  the 
foundery.  One  regiment  was  at  first  sent,  but  the 
danger  being  reported  to  be  most  imminent,  after- 
wards the  whole  brigade,  with  General  Archer's 
brigade,  returned  and  remained  until  the  train  had 
passed  and  the  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  had 
ceased  ;  when  we  moved  on  to  overtake  the  divis- 
ion, which  we  did  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night 
The  brigade  was  placed  in  position  by  General 
Hetb,  commanding  division,  on  the  extreine  left 
and  front,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  leading  to 
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Fredericksburg,  and  near  ChancellorsTille,  where 
we  remained  until  daylight  At  an  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  ad- 
Tance  and  atta^  the  enemy.  We  advanced  at 
once,  driving  a  very  heavy  force  of  skirmishers 
before  us.  After  proceeding  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  we  found  9ie  enemy  in  strong 
force  in  our  front,  behind  breastworks.  The 
brigade  charged  with  promptness  and  energy, 
and  at  the  first  charge  drove  the  enemy,  utterly 
routed,  from  their  intrenched  position.  Advan- 
cing still  &rther  we  found  a  second  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  we  at  once  drove  from  its  position. 
This  brigade  and  one  regiment  from  the  brigade 
on  our  right.  General  Pender's,  continuing  to  ad- 
vance, driving  the  enemy  before  us,  met  another 
line  of  the  enemy.  After  a  sharp  conflict  this 
line  was  repulsed.  At  this  point,  findinj^  that 
there  were  no  troops  on  my  left,  and  none  m  sup- 
porting distance  on  my  right  or  rear,  and  the 
enemy  were  advancing  m  very  heavy  force  on  my 
left  flank,  and  making  demonstrations  on  my 
right,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  back,  an& 
took  position  near  the  line  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, where  we  remained  until  the  whole  line 
advanced. 

When  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  at  every 
point,  the  brigade,  according  to  orders,  rejoined 
the  rest  of  the  division. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Colonel  R. 
W.  Folsom,  Fourteenth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant  W. 
L.  Grice,  Forty-fifth  Georeia ;  Major  S.  T.  Player, 
Forty-ninth  Georgia,  and  Captain  John  Duke, 
Thirty-fiflh  Georgia,  commanded  their  respective 
regiments  with  marked  success.  All  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  who  were  present, 
acted  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  the  most  dar- 
ing courage  before  the  enemy. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  valuable 
officers.  Captain  Harman,  Fourteenth  Georgia, 
and  Captain  Shaw,  Forty-fiflh  Georgia,  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fielder,  Captain 
Hounger,  and  Lieutenant  Solomons  fell  mortally 
wounded,  in  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, gallantiy  leading  their  men  to  the  charge. 
ftespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  L.  Thomas. 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIBR^ENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquartbrs  Archer's  Brioadb,  ) 
June  2, 1863.     ) 

Captain  B.  E.  Finney,  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  May  second,  by  order 
of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  withdrew  my  bri- 
gade from  its  advanced  position  on  the  "plank 
road,"  leaving  my  pickets  out  to  wait  until  re- 
lieved, and  proceeded  to  follow  the  other  brigades 
of  the  division,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas's,  had  gone  to  the  left,  by  the  Welford 
Furnace  road.  Thomas's  brigade  followed  in  my 
rear.  When  I  had  advanced  two  miles  beyond 
.the  furnace,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  cavalry  rode 
up  ^nd  reported  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
had  ikttacked  the  train  in  my  rear  and  driven  off 


the  troops  which  had  been  left  to  protect  it  As 
the  apparent  exigency  of  the  case  allowed  no  time 
to  communicate  with  the  Major-General,  I  im- 
mediately ordered  back^  my  own  and  Thomas's 
brigade ;  but,  when  I  anivea  at  the  furnace,  found 
that  the  enemy  had  already  been  repulsed  by 
Lieutenant-Colonc;^  Brown,  of  the  artillery,  and 
some  infantry,  among  which  I  learned  that  Captain 
W.  S.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
with  his  company,  bore  a  conspicuous  parL  I 
enclose,  herewith.  Captain  Moore's  report.  Owing 
to  the  delay  thus  occasioned,  I  did  not  rejoin  the 
division  until  late  at  ni^ht.  During  the  night  I 
formed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  with 
General  McGowan's  brigade  on  my  left  The  next 
morning,  about  sunrise,  we  moved  forward  to  the 
attack,  through  dense  pine  timber,  driving  before 
us  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and,  at  a  distance  of 
four  hundred  yards,  emerging  into  the  open  field 
in  front  of  a  battery,  wmch  was  placed  on  an 
abrupt  hill  near  a  spring-house.  We  advanced 
at  double  auick,  and  captured  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  about  one  hundred  prisoners,  driv- 
ing the  infantry  supports  in  confusion  bc^fore  us. 
From  this  position  the  enemy  could  be  seen  in 
heavy  force  in  the  woods,  which  commenced  about 
six  hundred  yards  diagonally  to  the  right  and 
front,  and  in  the  high  open  ground  to  the  front. 
No  other  troops  of  our  army  were,  at  this  time, 
in  sight  of  us.  After  a  few  minutes'  halt  to  re- 
form our  line,  which  had  become  somewhat  broken 
by  its  rapid  advance  through  the  woods,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  wood,  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  lying  diagonally  to  the  front  and  right 
My  brigade,  wnich  was  at  the  beginning  only  one 
thousand  four  hundred  strong,  and  entirely  un- 
supported, attacked  with  great  intrepidity;  but 
the  position  was  strongly  intrenched,  and  manned 
by  vastly  greater  numbers,  and  we  were  forced  to 
retire  from  within  seventy  yards  of  the  intrench- 
ments.  We  again  formed  and  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  were  again  forced  to  retire.  I  now 
moved  my  brigade  to  the  point  where  we  had 
captured  the  batteries,  to  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
enforcements. 

Soon  after  Major  Pegram  came  up  and  oc- 
cupied the  position  with  artillery.  Colonel  Mer- 
cer came  up  on  the  left  with  three  regiments  of 
Doles's  brigade,  and  General  Anderson  came  up 
from  the  rear,  on  my  right,  with  his  division.  He 
soon  after  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  me  in  sup- 
port of  the  artillery,  which  had  opened  a  heavy 
and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy,  wnich  was  hotly 
returned,  although  with  little  effect  In  a  few 
minutes  General  Lee  rode  up,  and  soon  directed 
me  to  move  forward  with  my  own  brigade  and  the 
three  regiments  of  Doles's,  which  were  under 
command  of  Colonel  Mercer.  After  advancing 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  Colonel  Mercer  re- 
quested a  short  halt  until  the  ammunition,  which 
had  just  arrived,  could  be  distributed  to  his  regi- 
ments. During  this  halt  I  received  an  order, 
through  one  of  General  Stuart's  staff,  not  to  ad- 
vance farther  until  I  received  the  order  from  him ; 
but  other  troops  coming  up  on  Colonel  Mercer's 
left  and  on  my  right,  I  moved  slowly  forw^srd,  and 
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soon  came,  on  ascending  the  hill  in  front  of  Chan- 
ceUorsville,  in  full  view  and  range  of  the  enemy's 
dmnon,  which  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
Ahout  half  of  my  brigade  had  by  this  time,  in  its 
advance,  entered  the  woods,  having  syrung  around 
slij;hlly  to  the  right  for  this  purpose;  the  left 
regiment  of  Doles's  brigade,  which  was  to  the  left 
of  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  all 
that  portion  of  the  line  on  its  left  (I  do  not  know 
what  troops  they  were),  moved  over  by  flank  to 
the  left.  As  soon  as  I  observed  this  movement  I 
rode  across  the  field  to  bring  them  back,  but 
when  I  reached  the  plank  road  I  found  they  had 
crossed  it  and  enteied  the  wood  on  its  left.  I 
then  rode  back  across  the  field,  under  the  fire  of 
the  artillery,  to  the  point  where  my  brigade  had 
entered  the  wood.  On  account  of  the  denseness 
of  the  tangled  thicket,  and  the  number  of  men  of 
other  brigades,  I  did  not  for  some  time  find  my 
own,  and  feared  that  it  had  fallen  back,  but  was 
gratified  to  find  that  all  its  little  regiments  had 
moved  promptly  forward  and  driven  the  enemy 
from  that  part  of  their  trenches  farthest  to  the 
left  and  nearest  to  Chancellor's  house.  All  firing 
ceased  a  short  time  aft^r  I  entered  the  wood.  I 
soon  after  found  the  brigade  in^he  open  field  and 
joined  the  division  on  the  plank  road.  The  next 
oay  the  division  fortified  its  position  on  the  left 
of  the  jplank  road  fronting  the  United  States 
Ford.  General  Pender,  in  command  of  the  divis- 
ion, being  wounded  in  the  evening,  the  command 
of  the  division  devolved  on  me,  and  that  of  the 
brigade  on  Colonel  Fry  for  a  short  time,  during 
which  nothing  important  occurred  except  some 
skirmishing  in  front. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  forty-one  killed  and 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  wounded.  Among 
the  fbrmer  was  Major  Smith,  Thirteenth  Alabama 
regiment,  and  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  Fifth 
Alabama  battalion,  and  among  the  latter  Colonel 
McComb,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment,  se- 
verely. My  A.  A.  General,  Captain  4»'cher,  and 
Aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  were  present 
with  the  brigade  throughout  the  action. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  gallant 
and  efl[icient  service  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Williams,  of 
Maryland,  a  volunteer  Aid  on  my  staff".  The 
regiments  were  commanded  as  follows :  First 
Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George ;  Thirteenth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Fry;  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  McComb,  until  wounded,  and  afterwards 
by  Captain  Wilson ;  Seventh  Tennessee  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fite,  and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion, 
by  Captain  Stewart. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  Archer, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPOBT  OF  BBIGADIEB-GENERAL  LANE. 

HEADQUAaTERS  LANIS's  BRIGADE,  > 

"  Camp  Grego,"  May  10, 1803.  \ 
Captain  B.  H.  Finney,  A.  A,  G. : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May  my  brigade 
moved  from  its  position  in  the  second  line,  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  along  the  plank  road,  in  the 


direction  of  Chancellorsville,  and  that  night 
formed  line  of  battle,  mth  skirmishers  thrown  for- 
ward to  the  right  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  latter  place.  Next  morning,  after 
the  artillery  fiffht  on  our  right,  it  was  marched  to 
theplank  road  above  Chancellorsville,  by  the  way 
of  Welford's  iron  forge,  and  then  ordered  to  move 
down  the  road  by  the  ^ank,  while  the  three  lines 
of  battle  advanced.  After  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  wece  rapidly  &lling  back,  it  pushed 
forward  with  the  artillery  beyond  the  third  and 
second  lines  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  first. 
Here  General  A.  P.  Hill  ordered  me  (at  dark)  to  de- 
ploy one  regiment  as  skirmishers  across  the  road, 
to  form  line  of  battle  in  rear  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  and  to  push  vigorously  forward.  In 
other  words,  we  were  ordered  to  make  a  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  if 
possible.  Just  then  they  opened  a  terrific  artillery 
fire,  which  was  responded  to  by  our  batteries.  As 
soon  as  this  was  over,  I  deployed  the  Thirty-third 
North  Carolina  troops  forward  as  skirfnishers,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  rear, —  the  Seventh 
and  Thirty-seventh  to  the  right,  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  the  left,—  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  and  right  of  the  Eighteenth  resting  on  the 
road.  I  had  moved  forwa^  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  about  to  move  the 
Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  to  a  corresponding  po- 
sition before  ordering  the  whole  line  forward,  when 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  of  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, entered  our  lines  with  a  white  flag,  and 
wished  to  know  if  we  were  Confederate  or  Union 
troops.  Considering  this  an  illegitimate  use  of 
the  white  flag,  as  he  expressly  stated  it  was  not 
his  object  to  surrender,  and  not  wishing  to  let  him 
return,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Lane  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill  to  know  what  I  should  do.  Our  skirmishers 
on  the  right  soon  after  fired  upon  a  few  of  the  en- 
emy who  had  approached  tolerably  near,  and  a  few 
random  shots  were  fired  by  the  Seventh  and  Thirty- 
seventh  regiments,  without  orders,  which  appear  to 
have  drawn  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  fire. 
I  understand  from  the  official  report  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina 
troops,  that  General  A.  P.  Hill,  staff  and  couriers, 
were  in  the  road  in  advance  of  them  at  the  time, 
and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire  some  of  them  dashed 
into  the  woods,  over  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  fired  into  them,  mistaking  them  in  the  dark  for 
the  enemy's  cavalry.  After  this  unfortunate  mistake 
I  received  information  that  a  body  of  troops  was 
moving  on  our  rights  I  at  once  sent  out  Lieutenant 
Emack  and  four  men  to  reconnoitre,  and  they  soon 
returned  with  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  which  had 
thrown  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war.  This  re^ment  was  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  had  com- 
menced to  remonstrate  with  me  for  allowing  it  to  be 
captured  while  he  was  in  my  lines  with  a  white  flog, 
wnen  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us  again. 
I  at  once  sent  the  regiment  to  the  rear  under  Cap- 
tain Young,  his  company  having  been  Retailed  as 
a  guard,  and  turned  iJieutenant-Colonel  Smith 
over  to  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  to  be  taken 
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to  General  A.  P.  Hill.  General  A.  P.  HiU  being 
wounded,  the  night  attack  was  not  made  as  at 
first  contemplated.  I  withdrew  the  left  wing  of 
the  Thirty-third,  which  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
Seventh,  and  extended  our  line  still  farther  to  the 
right,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  regi- 
ments—  the  right  of  the  Twenty-eighth  resting  on 
a  road  running  obliquely  t(y  the  plank  road,  with 
two  of  its  companies  broken  back  to  fi^ard  against 
a  flank  movement  Between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  that  night  the  enemy  could  be  heard  mar- 
shalling their  troops  along  our  whole  front,  while 
their  artillery  was  rumbling  up  the  road  on  our 
right.  Soon  after,  their  artillery  opened  right  and 
leh,  and  Sickles's  command  rushed  upon  us  with 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering.  They  were  driven 
back  on  tne  left  by  our  skirmishers,  but  the  fight 
was  more  stubborn  on  the  right,  which  was  their 
main  point  of  attack.  The  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  and  fefl  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  engaged 
them  there,  and  gallantly  drove  them  oack, 
although  thev  had  outflanked  us  and  encountered 
the  two  right  companies  of  the  Twenty-eighth, 
which  had  been  deflected  in  anticipation  of  such  a 
movement.  A  subsequent  attack,  made  about  half 
an  hour  later,  was  similarly  repulsed.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  captured  a  staff*  officer.  The  colors  of  the 
Third  Maine  volunteers  were  taken  by  Captain 
Clark's  company  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
Eighteenth  also  captured  an  Aid  to  General  Wil- 
liams. A  number  of  field  and  company  officers, 
and  a  large  number  of  men,  were  captured  along 
our  whole  line.  After  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
General  McGowan  was  ordered  mrward  with  his 
brigade,  and  took  position  on  our  right. 

On  Sunday  morning,  about  sunrise,  the  whole 
brigade  was  wheeled  a  little  to  the  left,  that  the 
line  might  be  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  and 
then,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  gallantly  for- 
ward with  shouts  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  handsomely  chargingand  carrying  their  breast- 
works. The  left  of  the  Thirty-seventh  passed  en- 
tirely over  the  works,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners ;  and  the  gallant  old  Seventh  eclipsed  all 
of  its  former  glories.  These  works  were  on  a  hill, 
commanded  by  th&  Chancellorsville  hill,  which  was 
fortified  with  a  line  of  earthworks  for  twenty-eight 
(28)  pieces  of  artillery,  running  nearly  parallel  to 
our  position,  and  between  four  hundred  and  five 
hundred  yards  distant,  vnth  a  stream  of  water  in- 
tervening. As  soon  as  we  had  dislodged  their 
infantry,  these  guns,  with  others,  opened  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister  upon  us,  a 
fresh  column  of  their  infantry  was  thrown  against 
us,  and  with  our  right  flank  completely  turned, 
we  were  forced  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  about 
one  third  of  the  command.  The  Twenty-eighth 
rigiment,  commanded  by  its  gallant  young  Colonel 
(Lowe),  fell  back  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  was 
ordered  to  give  assistance  wherever  needed,  while 
I  superintended  the  re-forming  of  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  still  farther  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Lowe 
informs  me  that  the  Twenty-eighth  behaved  well 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  that  it  made 
two  more  charges  under  heavv  artillery  firing,  and 
was  led  in  each  by  Major-deneral   Stuart.    As 


soon  as  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  re-formed,  rind 
replenished  with  ammunition,  they  were  taken 
back  into  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  the  phink  roa^ 
to  the  support  of  General  Colquitt's  command, 
which  was  then  nearly  out  of  ammunition. 

The  woods  which  we  entered  were  on  fire ;  the 
heat  was  excessive ;  the  smoke  arising  from  burn- 
ing blankets,  oil  cloths,  &c.,  very  offensive ;  the 
dead  and  dying  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  all 
sides  enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  ground  on 
which  we  formed,  was  so  hot  as  at  first  to  be  dis- 
agreeable to  our  feet  Nothing  daunted,  how- 
ever, the  men  took  their  positions  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  notwithstanding  their  previous  hard 
marching,  desperate  fighting,  and  sleepless  nights, 
remained  under  arms  again  the  whole  of  Sunday 
night,  in  the  front  line,  while-  heavy  skirmishing 
was  going  on.  Never  have  I  seen  men  fight  more 
gallantly,  and  bear  fatigue  and  hardship  more 
cheerfully.  I  shall  always  feel  proud  of  the  noble 
bearing  of  my  brigade  in  the  oattle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, the  bloodiest  in  which  it  has  ever  taken 
a  part,  where  the  Thirty-third  discharged  its 
duties  so  well  as  skirmishers,  and  with  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-eighth  gallantly  repulsed  two 
night  attacks,  made  by  vastly  superior  numbers, 
and  where  the-  Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  vied 
with  each  other  as  to  who  should  first  drive  the 
vandals  from  their  works.  Its  gallantry  has  cost  it 
many  noble  sacrifices,  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  bravest  spirits. 
The  fearless  Perdie  was  killed  while  urging  for- 
ward his  men ;  the  gentle,  but  gallant  Hill,  after 
the  works  had  been  taken,  and  Johnnie  Young, 
a  mere  boy,  not  yet  eighteen,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient  (Captain,  fell  at  the  head  of  bis  company. 
Captain  Kerr,  Lieutenants  Campbell,  BoHck, 
Emack,  Weaver,  Bouchelle,  Babb,  Callais,  and 
Ragin  all  fell  in  the  gallant  discharge  of  their 
duties,  as  also  did  J.  Roarker  Lane,  of  Company 
E,  Fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  who  at  the  time  was 
acting  as  my  Volunteer  Aid.  I  cannot  speak  in 
too  high  terms  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  of 
this  brigade.  Colonel  Barbour,  though  wounded, 
was  from  time  to  time  with  his  command,  giving 
all  the  assistance  he  could.  Major  Morris,  wound- 
ed in  the  foot,  left  the  hospital  on  horseback  and 
assisted  in  re-forming  his  regiment  Major  May- 
hew,  after  the  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  was 
withdrawn,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan,  wound- 
ed, gallantly  commanded  the  skirmishers  in  the 
night  attack,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  the  next 
day,  and  is  now  thought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  was  wounded 
in  one  of  the  night  attacks,  and  Colonels  Avery 
and  Haywood,  Lieutenant-Colonels  George  and 
Ashcroft,  and  Major  Davidson,  in  the  charge  of 
Sunday  morning.  After  the  loss  of  so  many  field 
officers,  Major  Barry  and  Captains  Harris,  Saun- 
ders, Brown,  and  Nicholson  rendered  me  great 
assistance.     Captain  Saunders,  in  his  officifd  re- 

Eort,  calls  special  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
.ieutenants  E.  Price  and  J.  L.  Farrow  of*  the 
Thirty-third  regiment  Lieutenant  Bryan,  ord- 
nance officer,  and  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  brigade 
inspector,  discharged  their  duties  well,  though  the 
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latter  had  but  few  "  stragglers  "  and  no  "  skulk- 
ers "  to  drive  forward  that  I  have  yet  heard  ofl 
I  am  specially  indebted  to  mv  Aid-de-eamp,  Lieu- 
tenant O.  Lane»  and  to  one  of  my  couriers,  George 
£.  Barringeri  for  the  great  assistance  rendered 
me.  They  both  bore  themselves  well  under  the 
hottest  fires.  My  other  courier  was  a  poltroon, 
and  has  been  sent  back  to  his  regiment.  The 
brigade  loss  is  twelve  commissioned  officers  killed, 
fifty-nine  wounded,  and  one  missing;  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  enlisted  men  killed,  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  missing ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
nine  hundred  and  nine. 

Bespectfully, 

James  H.  Lane, 

Brigsdler-General. 

KEPOKT  or  BRIGADIEB^QRNERAL  DOLES. 

Heaoqdabtbrs  Dolks's  Brioadr,  Rodks's     ( 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  May  0,  1863.  j 

Captain  Oreen  Peyton,  A.  A,  G, : 

Captain  :  On  the  mominff  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  in  the 
direction  of  Hamilton's  Crossing.  The  command 
was  in  motion  by  eight  o'clock  a.  M.  ;  arrived  at 
the  Crossing  at  ten  A.  M. ;  remained  in  position, 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  Hamilton  House, 
until  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  thirtieth ;  then  moved  in 
position,  left  of  brigade  resting  on  railroad,  con- 
necting with  right  of  General  Iverson's  brigade, 
and  connecting  the  ri^ht  with  left  of  General  Col- 
ooitt's  brigade ;  remained  in  this  position  during 
the  day  and  night.  At  two  o'clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  first,  marched  towards  Orange  Court- 
House  plank  road.  About  one  o'clock  F.  M., 
formed  line  of  battle  on  the  plank  road,  about 
two  miles  from  Todd's  Tavern;  threw  out  skir- 
mishers, driving  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  took 
six  prisoners.  About  six  p.  M.,  same  day,  moved 
up  the  dirt  road,  one  mile  beyond  Todd's  Tavern, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night  About  six  o'clock 
A.  M.,  May  second,  moved  up  the  dirt  road  about 
half  a  mile,  filed  off  to  the  left  on  the  Fumuce 
Road,  arriving  at  Germana  Road  about  three  and 
a  half  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
left  of  brigade  resting  on  said  road.  Brigade 
formed  as  follows  ;  Fourth,  Forty-fourth,  Twenty- 
first,  and  Twelfth  Georgia;  the  Fourth  Georgia 
resting  on  road,  skirmishers  thrown  forward  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  advance.  At  five  o'clock 
P.  M.,  the  order  was  given  to*  advance  against  the 
enemy.  The  brigade  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
through  a  very  thick  wood,  and  skirmishers  were 
immediately  engaged  by  those  of  the  enemy. 
Our  forces,  marching  rapidly  forward,  assisted  m 
driving  in  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  when  we 
were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  musket  fire,  and 
grape,  canister,  and  shell.  The  command  was  or- 
dered to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  posi- 
tion, drive  him  from  it,  and  take  his  batteries. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed  ;  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Ueorgia  assaulted  his  position  in 
front ;  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  was  ordered  to 
move  towards  the' left  and  flank  him,  so  as  to  en- 
filade his  intrenchments ;  the  Twelfth  Georgia 


was  ordered  forward,  and  to  the  right,  to  attack  a 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  right.  After  a  resist- 
ance of  about  ten  minutes,  we  drove  him  from  his 
positions  on  the  left,  and  carried  his  battery  of  two 
guns,  caissons,  and  horses.  The  movement  of  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  on  the  right  was  successful.  The 
order  to  forward  was  given,  when  the  command 
moved  forward  at  the  "  double  quick  "  to  as- 
sault the  enemy,  who  had  taken  up  a  strong  po- 
sition on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  the  open  field.  He 
was  soon  driven  from  this  position,  the  command 
pursuing  him.  He  made  a  stubborn  resistance 
firom  behind  a  wattling  fence,  on  a  hill  covered 
Uiickly  with  pine.  The  whole  command  moved 
gallantly  agamst  this  position,  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  in  front,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twelfth  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  Here 
we  captured  one  gun,  (a  rifled  piece.)  We  pur- 
sued his  retreating  forces  about  three  hundred 
yards  over  an  open  field,  receiving  a  ver}^  severe 
fire  from  musketry  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  that  commanded  the  field  be- 
low ;  his  infantry  was  in  large  force,  and  well  pro- 
tected by  rifle  pits  and  mtrenchments.  The 
command  was  ordered  to  "take"  the  intrench- 
ments and  the  battery,  which  was  done  after  a 
resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy 
fled  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  his  battery  of  four 
pieces,  his  wounded,  and  many  prisoners.  The 
Twelfth  Georgia,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the 
other  regiments,  were  formed  m  good  order,  and 

gursued  him  through  the  pine  forest,  moving  some 
ve  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  and  holding  that 
position  until  after  dark.  While  in  this  advanced 
position  the  enemy  abandoned  one  gun.  Fresh 
troops  having  been  placed  in  that  position,  after 
dark  I  ordered  the  command  to  retire  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  am- 
munition, the  men  being  entirely  out,  and  it  being 
impossible  to  get  ammunition  to  them.  After  re- 
plenishing with  ammunition,  we  were  ordered  to 
bivouac  on  the  field  for  the  night  During  this 
engagement,  which  lasted  from  about  five  and  a 
half  to  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  command  captured 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  The 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  be  carried  to 
the  rear,  and  turned  over  to  the  first  artillery  or 
ordnance  officer  found.  In  this  engagement  we 
lost  many  gallant  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  R.  M.  Biscl,  com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Georgia ;  Captain  G.  G.  Green, 
I  company  F  j  Captain  H.  M.  Creidle  and  Lieuten- 
I  ant  A.  M.  Burnside,  acting  adjutant  of  the  Forty- 
I  fourth  Georgia,  and  Captain  U.  C.  Allen,  Twentv- 
I  first  Georgia,  who  fell  while  gallantly  and  nobly 
leading  their  commands.  Colonel  Phillip  Cook, 
i  Fourth  Georgia,  severely,  and  Captain  A.  C.  Wat- 
kins,  company  A,  Twenty-first  Georgia,  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  their  commands  in  a  charge 
I  against  the  enemy.  Sunday  morning,  May  third, 
at  six  o  clock,  the  command  was  ordered  forward, 
as  follows:  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-first,  Twelfth, 
Fourth,  the  left  of  the  Forty-fourth  connecting 
with  the  right  of  General  Bamseur's  brigade. 
The  march  to  Uie  front  was  through  a  very  dense 
pine  and  swamp.    During  the  march  the  left  of 
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the  brigade  lost  its  connection  with  the  right  of 
General  Ramseur,  and  moved  off  bjr  the  "  right 
flank/'  passing  in  rear  of  the  regiments  to  its 
right,  whilst  lour  companies  of  the  Twenty-first 
Georgia  and  the  Tweltth  Geors^a,  with  portions 
of  the  Forty-fourth  and  FourUi,  movea  to  the 
front  The  right  portion  of  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered by  General  Stuart  to  support  a  battery  to 
its  right,  while  the  left  moved  forward,  assaulting 
the  enemy,  and  assisting  in  driving  him  from  his 
position  urom  behind  a  strong  worK  of  logs.  He 
was  dislodged,  after  a  very  stubborn  resistance,  by 
a  charge.  This  portion  of  the  command  kept  up 
the  pursuit,  drivmg  him  through  the  woods,  back 
on  his  batteries  on  the  heights  near  Chancellors- 
ville.  While  moving  to  assault  him,  in  his  posi- 
tion on  the  hill,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  lEurge 
force  to  my  right  Colonel  Willis,  commanding 
Twelfth  Geor^a,  was  ordered  to  wheel  his  regi- 
ment to  the  nght  and  engage  him,  the  other  com- 
panies coming  up  promptly  to  Colonel  Willis's 
support  The  enemy,  after  the  first  fire,  fled.  A 
large  number  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered; they  were  ordered  to  the  rear.  Being 
protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  we  moved  by  the  flank,  getting 
in  his  rear,  when  he  abandoned  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  on  the  field  and  fled.  We  were  attacked 
in  our  rear  by  his  infantry  fprce  from  the  woods  j 
we  faced  to  the  rear,  charged  the  wood,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  resistance  he  withdrew.  After  he 
withdrew,  his  batteries  at  the  ChancellorsviUe 
House  opened  a  very  destructive  fire  on  us  with 
grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel.  We  were  in  about 
four  hundred  yards  of  his  batteries.  We  did  not 
have  force  enough  to  carry  his  position,  and  see- 
ing no  support  on  the  field,  and  the  enemy  mov- 
ing a  large  infantry  force  to  our  right,  we  with- 
drew to  the  woods  where  we  first  engaged  him. 
That  portion  of  the  brigade  ordered  to  support 
our  battery  was  under  command  of  Colonel  J.  T. 
Mercer,  Twenty-first  Georgia;  they  were  after- 
wards ordered  forward,  and  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  General  Archer's  brigade.    After 


advancing  to  the  woods,  from  which  we  i  were 
forced  to  retire,  they  were  also  forced  to  retire. 
The  brigade  was  re-formed,  and,  by  order  from 
GeneralLee,  ordered  to  the  spring  to  our  right,  to 
act  as  provost  guard  over  a  large  number  of  pris- 
oners collected  there.  We  remained  there  two  or 
three  hours,  and  sent  prisoners  to  the  rear  under 
Lieutenant  R,  V.  Jones,  brigade-inspector.  We 
then  joined  the  division  on  the  Germana  Road  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  remained  in  position  in  the 
road  that  night  On  Monday,  the  fourth,  we  were 
ordered  to  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  road, 
and  connect  my  left  with  the  right  of  General 
Pender.  On  Tuesday,  the  fifth,  the  skirmishers 
were  ordered  to  press  forward  and  feel  the  enemy, 
and  ascertain  his  position  and  strength.  They 
found  him  in  strong  numbers  and  well  mtrencheo. 
On  Wednesday,  the  sixth,  at  daylight,  skirmishers 
were  again  ordered  to  feel  the  enemy.  They 
moved  to  the  front,  and  found  he  had  evacuated 
his  position  and  withdrawn  his  forces  across  the 
river.  About  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  we  were  ordered 
to  march  back  to  our  old  encampment.  In  dos- 
ing this  report,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high 
of  Colonel  Cook  and  Lieutenant  Winn,  of  the 
Fourth  Georgia;  Colonel  Willis  and  Major 
Hardeman,  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lumpkin,  Forty-fourth  Georgia ;  Colonel 
Mercer  and  Major  Glover,  Twenty-fist  Georgia. 
To  their  promptness  and  gallantry,  and  the  able 
manner  in  which  they  were  sustained  by  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  their  commands,  all  of  whom  did 
their  whole  duty,  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness. 
Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  their  reports, 
which  you  will  nnd  enclosed.  .  To  my  staff.  Cap- 
tain Snead,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieuten- 
ant Hawkins,  aid-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Jones, 
brigade-inspector ;  Sergeant  Furlow,  and  privates 
Cheeves  and  Ormsby,  couriers,  I  am  under  many 
obligations  for  assistance  given  me.  I  respectfully 
commend  them  for  "gtulantry  and  meritorious 
conduct"  This  brigade  went  into  action  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  officers  and  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  enHsted  men. 


CamaUxea  in  Brigade. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

HiSSINO. 

i 

Rbgdcents. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

< 

liV»Tirf.1i  Cwt^\Tif\»   .................... 

1 
1 

28 
11 
16 
8 

12 

4 
8 
7 

* 

103 
64 
66 

99 

... 

11 
2 

10 
6 

156 

Twelfth  Gcorsria.  .••..... 

72 

Twpntv-flrBt  Heorfiriiu  ..■....••..•••.•• 

80 

2 

121 

Grand  total, 

4 

62 

31 

312 

28 

437 

I  am,  Captain,  most  respectfully  yours. 


Geo.  Doles, 

Brigadter-GcoertL 
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BSPORT  OF  BRIGADISB-QENEBAL  COLQUITT. 

HBADQUABTSBa  COLQUITT'S  BRIGADE,  NEAR  ) 

Frbdebioksbubo,  May  16, 1863.     ( 
(kmtain  Pe^at^ 

Herewith  I  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  the  affairs  connected  with  it. 

Oo  the  mominff  of  April  twenty-ninth,  intel- 
ligence being  received  that  a  portion  of  the  Fed- 
end  annv  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river 
near  Freaeriduburg,  my  brigade  was  put  under 
arms  and  marched  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
Under  cover  of  a  hill,  protected  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  we  lay  during  the  day,  and  at  three 
o'clock,  next  morning,  took  position  unon  a  line 
of  temporary  intrenchinents  m  front  of  the  enemy. 
At  intervals,  during  the  day,  a  fire  of  artillery 
opened  upon, us,  but  without  effect 

At  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  May  first,  we  took 
up  the  line  of  march,  and,  after  proceeding  six  or 
seven  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  came  upon  a 
portion  of  our  forces  who  had  been  engaging  the 
enemy.  Discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry 
were  still  heard.  The  division  being  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  my  bosition  was  upon  the  right. 
In  this  order  we  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards, 
when  my  command  was  thrown  into  some  con- 
fusion by  coming  in  contact  with  the  troops  of 
General  McLaws^  command,  formed  perpendicu- 
lar to  my  own  line.  The  line  being  rectified,  we 
began  again  to  advance,  when  instructions  were 
recei?ed  that  we  should  halt  and  await  future 
orders.  The  skirmishers,  moving  in  advance, 
picked  up  fifteen  or  twenty  prisoners.  At  sun- 
down we  were  veithdrawn  to  the  plank  road,  and 
continued  the  march  for  two  or  tnree  miles,  when 
ve  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  were  again  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
front,  and,  turning  to  the  left  from  the  plank 
road,  leading  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange 
Court-House,  it  was  obvious  that  we  Were  aiming 
&r  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

On  reachinfi^  the  furnace,  a  mile  distant  from 
the  point  of  divergence,  I  detached,  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  a  regiment,  (the  Twenty-third 
Georgia,  Colonel  Best,)  with  instructions  to  guard 
the  &nk  of  the  column  in  motion  against  a  sur- 
prise, and  to  call,  if  necessary,  upon  any  ofiicer 
whose  command  was  passing,  for  reenforcements. 
For  the  subsequent  action  and  fate  of  this  regi- 
ment I  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
Colonel  Best. 

After  a  continuous  march  of  six  miles  we  again 
reached  the  plai^  road,  which  we  had  left  My 
brigade  was  placed  in  ambush  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  witn  the  expectation  that  some  demon- 
•tiation  would  be  made  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
In  the  mean  time  the  division  filed  past,  and  I 
dosed  in  upon  the  rear.  At  four  o'clock  we 
reached  the  road  running  through  Chancellorsville 
to .  Here  we  formed  line  of  battle,  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  riflht,  and  uniting  with  Doles  upon 
the  left.  In  this  order  we  advanced  for  a  few 
hundred  yards,  when  intelligence  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  skirmishers  that  a  body  of  the 


enemy  was  upon  my  right  flank.  I  ordered  a  halt, 
and  called  back  the  Sixth  Georgia,  which  had  con- 
tinued to  advance.  The  regiment  upon  the  right, 
the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  was  quickly  thrown  into 

Sosition  to  meet  any  demonstration  upon   the 
ank,  and  ordered  to  advance  about  one  nundred 
yards  to  the  summit  of  a  hill.    The  enemy'A  force 

{)roved  to  be  a  small  body  of  cavalry,  which  jpl- 
oped  away  as  soon  as  the  regiment  advancing 
towards  them  was  discovered,  and  a  picket  of 
infantry,  which  was  captured  by  my  skirmishers. 
All  apprehension  in  this  quarter  being  allayed, 
we  advanced  again  to  the  front,  to  renew  connec- 
tion with  the  line  that  had  preceded  us.  As  we 
emerged  from  the  woods  into  an  open  field,  I  dis- 
covered Doles's  brigade  hotly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  his  first  works.  With  a  shout  and  at  a 
double  ouick  we  moved  to  his  support;  but  before 
we  reached  musket  range,  the  enemy  broke  in 
confusion  and  fled.  I  halted  in  the  open  field  and 
brought  up  two  of  my  regiments,  which  had  been 
delayed  in  crossing  a  creek  and  in  climbing  its 
steep  banks.  It  was  near  dark  and  too  late  for 
further  action.  At  ten  o'clock  I  relieved  the  bri- 
gade of  General  McGowan,  watching  a  road  lead- 
rng  to  one  of  the  enemjr's  main  positions,  and  de- 
tailed the  Sixth  Georgia  regiment  to  support  a 
battery  in  front  During  the  night,  the  alarm  being 
given,  my  whole  command  was  moved  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  battery,  and  was  subjected,  at  intervals, 
to  a  fierce  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

Early  the  ensuing  morning  I  took  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right,  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders,  was  advancing  upon  the  ene- 
my's position,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer,  a  guide  being 
furnished  to  direct  me  to  him.  I  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance,  when  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
pair, in  haste,  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line, 
where  the  enemy  threatened  to  turn  our  flank.  I 
had  scarcely  reached  the  new  position,  when  I 
was  again  ordered  to  the  right,  and  thence  again 
to  the  left.  While  our  forces  were  occupied  in 
the  assault  on  Chancellorsvillef  the  enemy  sought 
to  assail  them  in  flank,  and  made  desperate  eflbrts 
to  regain  possession  of  the  turnpike.  It  was  to 
defeat- this  object  that  my  brigade  was  thrown  to 
the  left  Forming  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the 
road,  I  advanced,  in  face  of  a  severe  fire,  to  a 
line  of  breastworks  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven.  Here  I  found  the  Third  Alabama, 
of  Bodes's  brigade,  and  some  Louisiana  and 
South  Carolina  regiments  stubbornly  resisting  his 
advance.  They  had  well  nigh  exhausted  their  am- 
munition. Upon  mjr  arrival  they  withdrew,  pro- 
ducing some  confusion  in  rushing  through  my 
ranks.  It  was  momentary,  however.  Advancing 
beyond  the  breastworks,  we  opened  a  furious  and 
well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  contest 
was  sharp  and  fierce  for  a  few  moments.  I 
ordered  a  charge,  which  was  responded  to  with  a 
shout  at  a  double  quick.  The  enemy  broke  and 
fled  in  confusion,  throwing  away  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  every  encumbrance.  We  continued  ^ 
the  pursuit  for  lialf  a  mile,  killinp^  and  capturing 
many,  and  driving  the  fugitives  mto  tiieir  fortifi* 
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cations  in  rear  of  Chancellorsville.  Coming  to  a 
halt,  we  lay  under  cover  of  woods  within  four  hun- 
dred yards  of  their  works,  for  four  or  five  hours. 
Some  demonstrations  being  made  upon  my  left, 
the  bri^de  of  General  Lane  was  sent  to  my  sup- 
port Previously,  the  Fiftieth  Virginia,  Capttfm 
Matthews,  and  a  detachment  of  a  South  Carolina 
regiment,  under  Major  Gordon,  had  joined  me  as 
reenforcements.  The  enemy  did  not  show  him- 
self again  outside  of  his  works.  At  four  o'clock 
I  was  relieved,  by  the  direction  of  Major-General 
A.  P.  Hill,  under  the  command  of  General  Pender. 
We  took  position  soon  after  in  the  trenches  about 
Chancellorsville,  where  we  lay  until  ordered  back 
to  our  camp,  near  Grace  Church. 

Colonels  Zachery,  Graybill,  and  Hutchins  led 
their  regiments  with  spint  and  energy.  Captain 
Gratten,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Randle,  aid-de-camp,  were  indefatigable  in 
their  efforts,  and  conspicuously  bold  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Mr.  H.  H.  Colquitt, 
acting  upon  my  staff,  bore  himself  with  spurit  and 
coolnesss. 

Especial  credit  is  due  Captain  William  M. 
Arnold,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded 
the  battalion  of  sfirmishers.  His  energy,  zeal, 
and  gallantry  won  my  admiration. 

A.  H.  Colquitt, 

Brigfadier-General. 

The  names  of  the  following  officers  and  men  are 
mentioned  by  their  regimental  commanders  as 
deserving  special  notice  for  meritorious  conduct : 

Company  A,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  — Cor- 
porals 11.  W.  Clarke,  Wm.  Chappell;  private  W. 
G.  Howell. 

Company  D,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Latham,  commanding. 
Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment 

—  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Edwards,  commanding ;  Ser- 
geant James  Shirah. 

Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Sergeant  W,  A.  Webb ;  corporals  S.  C.  Tent- 
relJ,  C.  M.  Newbi\ry ;  privates  H.  Newberry,  M. 
Merritt,  J»  MurchiiBon,  J.  Haskins,  J.  Worsham, 
W.  G.  Clary,  and  Simon  Johnson. 

Company  Ej  Twenty-geventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Privates  A.  L.  Dodd,  John  J.  Buffington,  G. 
M.  Dodd,  James  Larter,  Thomas  J.  Horton,  and 
A.  J.  Whitaker. 

Company  G,  Twenty-Seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Privates  T.  J.  Reavis  and  J.  C.  Curtis. 
Company  iZ,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Sergeants  J.  B.  Bryant  and  T.  J.  Duke  j  cor- 
poral B.  P.  Pryor;  privates  B.  F.  Norris,  G.  W. 
Rape,  J.  M.  Lindsay,  and  John  H.  Lewis. 

Company  if.  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Private  William  Connell. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-OEKERAL  IVERSON. 

Headquarters  Iveksos's  Brigade,  { 
May  13, 1863.     ( 

Captain  G,  Peyton,  A,  A,  G, : 

Having  rested  on  our  arms  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  third  line  of  battle,  composed  of  the  troops 
of  Rodes's  division,  during  the  night  of  May 


second,  about  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  May  third,  we 
advanced  with  the  whole  line,  one  brigade  of 
which  (Rodes's)  intervened  between  mine  and  the 
plank  road. 

My  command  was  formed  in  the  following 
order,  fi-om  right  to  left:  Twentir-third  North 
Carolina,  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  Twelfth  North 
Carolina,  and  Fifth  North  Carolina. 

The  direction  was  Chancellorsville,  moving  to 
the  left  of  and  parallel  to  Germana  road.  Ad- 
vancing thl*ough  the  almost  impenetrable  under- 
growth, subjected  to  the  incessant  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  portion  of 
the  brigade  over  fifty  yards.  In  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  proceeding,  I  soon  received  informa- 
tion from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  commanding 
the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  that  his  regiment  was 
disconnected  from  the  brigade.  Fearing  that  he 
might  get  lost,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  sent  him  word  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and  then  close  up.  This  manoeuvre  threw 
him  in  rear  of  the  line,  leaving  the  Twelfth  North 
Carolina  on  the  left  flank.  Upon  reaching  the 
first  barricades  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been 
carried  by  the  first  line  of  our  troops,  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  opened  on  my  lefl,  raking  the  whole 
line,  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  fired  on 
my  left  flank.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnston,  commanding  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
to  deploy  skirmishers  to  protect  his  flank,  and  to 
press  on.  At  the  barricades,  I  met  General  Rodea, 
and  informed  him  that  the  enemy  were  threaten- 
ing my  flank.  My  brigade  pressed  on,  and  found 
the  troops  of  the  first  lines  retiring  before  the 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  and  we  became  the 
first  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  who  grad- 
uaUy  retired  before  us ;  but  at  this  time  they  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force  on  my  left  flank.  I  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  General  Stuart  with  this 
information,  and  asked  him  for  reenforcements. 
Before  any  could  have  arrived  they  closed  with 
us,  forcing  the  Twelfth  and  Twentieth  North 
Carolina  to  retire  to  the  barricades.  Colonel  D. 
H.  Christie,  with  flve  companies  of  his  regiment, 
had  charged  that  part  of  the  enemy's  battery  rest- 
ing on  the  plank  road,  captured  it  by  an  enfilad- 
ing fire,  and  caused  the  abandonment  of  their 
guns,  when,  finding  that  he  was  outflanked  firom 
Uie  left,  was  forced  to  retire  after  a  desperate 
fight,  losing  many  men  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners. It  is  supposed  that  Major  Blackwell,  of 
the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  was  captured 
here.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  with  the  Fifth 
North  Carolina,  had  come  op  in  the  mean  time, 
but  had  not  been  engaged ;  he  reported  his  regi- 
ment to  me  in  the  centre  of  my  brigade,  and  wat 
ordered  to  sustain  two  regiments  of  Rodes*8  bri- 
gade, in  an  advanced  position,  but  finding  the 
whole  falling  back,  he  also  retired  to  the  breart- 
woi'ks.  Finding  the  danger  from  tl^  forcing  of 
our  left  flank  imminent,  and  the  enemy  still  press- 
ing on,  I  was  forced  to  give  m^  whole  attention 
to  that  point,  and,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Thomas,  formed  a  portion  of  a  Louisiana  brigade, 
with  two  reg^ents  of  Rodes's  brigade,  I  uimk 
the  Sixth^  and  Twelfth  Alabama,  to  meet  the  at- 
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tack  of  the  enemy  from  the  left.  At  the  same 
tune  haym^  learned  that  the  troops  with  G}eneral 
Lee  had  driven  tl^  enemy,  and  efiected  a  junction 
vith  the  right  of  our  coips,  I  announced  the  fact 
to  my  hngade,  and  again  advanced  them  to  the 
front  l%ey  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when 
the  troops  I  had  formed  on  the  left  became  en- 
gaged with  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  I 
then  communicated  with  Colonel  S.  B.  Pickens, 
commanding  Twelfth  Alabama,  whose  gallantry 
on  diis  occasion  I  cannot  too  highly  commend,  so 
completely  and  courageously  did  he  lend  himself 
to  aid  me  in  preparing  the  line  to  resist  an  attack, 
and  ordered  him  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till 
I  coold  procure  reenforcements:  The  incessant 
stream  of  balls  showed  that  the  enemy  were  in 
force,  and  I  found  that  the  advance  of  my  brigade 
was  continually  cnecked  by  the  enemy  on  the  left 
enfilading  the  line.  Leaving  the  troops  I  had 
placed  in  position,  I  went  out  to  the  plank  road 
for  assistance,  and  observing  troops  in  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  I  sent  Captain  J.  P.  Halsey  to 
them  for  aid.  He  communicated  with  General 
Cokton,  who  promptly  moved  a  portion  of  his 
command  in  tne  requu-ed  direction.  I  saw  Gen- 
eral Stuart,  and  informed  him  of  the  situation, 
and  he  immediately  forwarded  the  brigade  of 
General  Colquitt  to  support  the  left  Returning 
to  watch  the  effect  of  tne  reenforcements,  I  re- 
ceived a  contusion  in  the  groin  from  a  spent  ball, 
which  made  walking  verv  painful,  and  as  the  bat- 
tle ceased  shortly  after,  I  requested  Colonel  Chris- 
tie to  take  the  command  of  the  brigade  till  I  could 
procure  my  horse.  Upon  joining  the  brigade  in 
front,  I  received  orders  from  General  Rodes  to 
move  up  the  plank  road,  and  take  position,  with 
my  rieht  resting  on  the  brick  house  at  Chancel- 
lorsvifle,  where  we  fortified  our  position,  by  the 
use  of  bayonets  and  fingers,  and  remained  sub- 
jected on  several  occasions  to  the  shells  and  can- 
ister of  the  enemy,  imtil  Wednesday  evening, 
M^  sixth,  when  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  enemy  having  re- 
tired, skirmishers  were  pressed  forward  to  the 
river,  capturing  many  prisoners.  When  a  whole 
(ommand  behaved  so  well  as  mine  did,  I  shall  be 
olli^ed  to  confine  myself,  with  one  exception,  to 
the  commendation  of  oflicers  commanding  regi- 
ments, leaving  it  to  them  to  name  individuals 
distinguished  for  conduct.  The  exception  is. 
Lieutenant  Malone,  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina, 
npon  whom  I  depended  for  (^orrect  information 
mom  the  line  of  skirmishers.  He  was  nearly 
always  in  front,  and,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
when  informed  of  my  wish  to  find  out  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  crept  forward,  alone,  into  their 
intrenchments,  and  brought  me  in  news  of  the 
evacuation. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Christie,  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  he  fought  his  regiment  at  the  breast- 
works of  the  enemy,  deserves  promotion,  and  I 
here  take  occasion  to  recommend  him  for  the 
same. 

Colonel  T.  F.  Toon,  Twentieth  North  Carolina, 
was  wounded  whOe  fighting  his  regiment  gallantly 
in  the  front  line. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  1).  Johnston,  of  the 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  to  whom  I  had 
given  command  of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised  for  the  distinguished 
courage  with  which  he  commanded,  under  tr}nng 
circumstances. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
wound,  bore  himself,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment with  determined  bravery. 

My  thanks  are  due  Captam  D.  P.  Halsey,  A. 
A.  G.,  for  his  promptness  and  readiness  in  carry- 
ing my  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  country  are  due  the  whole  command, 
officers  and  men,  for  their  unexceptionable  con- 
duct 

Lists  of  casualties  are  enclosed  with  regimental 
reports. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant 

Alfbed  Iveeson, 
Brigsdier-Qeiieral. 

REPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RAMSEUR. 

HEAnquARTEitsRAMSEUR's  Brigade,     | 

Camp  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  May  23, 1863. )  « 
Major  O,  Peyton,  A,  A,  Oeneral : 

In  obedience  to  general  orders.  No. ,  dated 

May  seventh,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
in  the  series  of  skirmishes  and  battles,  opening  at 
Massaponax  Creek  and  ending  in  the  splendid 
victor}-  at  Chancellorsville : 

Wednesday,  A.  M„  AprU  29/A.--The  brigade 
was  placed  below  Massaponax  Creek  to  dispute 
the  enemy's  crossing,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
t^'on,  occasionally  annoyed  by  their  artillery,  (by 
which  I  lost  a  few  men,)  ^nd  kept  on  the  alert  by 
picket  firing  till  Thursday  evening,  when  we  were 
withdrawn  to  a  point  near  Hamilton's  Crossing. 

Friday,  May  \st  —  At  three  o'clock  A.  M, 
we  were  aroused  for  the  march,  and  led  the  ad- 
vance of  Major-Oenei-al  Rodes's  division  in  the 
direction  of  Chancellorsville.  At  a  distance  of 
seven  mUes  from  Fredericksburg  we  were  detached 
from  our  own  division  and  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson,  when  we  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  who  fell  back  in  confusion  before  our 
sharpshooters,  for  several  miles  strewing  the  way 
with  their  arms  and  baggage.  This  brigade,  with 
General  Posey  on  our  right  and  General  Wright 
on  our  left,  for  upwards,  perhaps,  of  two  miles, 
being  in  advance.  About  six  o'clock  p.  M.  we 
found  the  foe  in  force  upon  our  front,  and  sup- 
ported by  batteries  that  poured  grape  unsparingly 
mto  the  woods  through  which  we  were  still  ad- 
vancing. Night  approaching,  a  halt  was  ordered, 
and  we  slept  on  our  arms,  with  a  strong  picket 
line  on  the  outposts. 

Saturday,  May  2d,  —  We  were  relieved  about 
sunrise,  and  shortly  thereafter  marched,  by  a  series 
of  circuitous  routes  and  with  surpassing  strategy, 
to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  whom,  at 
about  five  o'clock  P.  M.  we  were  ordered  to  attack. 
This  brigade  was  directed  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Colquitt,  with  orders  to  overlap  his  right 
by  one  regiment,  and  was  placed    accordingly* 
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At  the  command,  we  advanced  with  the  division, 
preserving  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards 
m  rear  of  General  Colquitt  Brisk  firing  was 
soon  heard  upon  our  front  and  left,  indicating  that 
General  Doles  had  encountered  the  foe.  At  this 
point  General  Colquitt  moved  by  the  right  flank, 
sending  me  word  by  an  officer  of  his  staff  that  the 
enemy  was  attemptmg  to  turn  his  right.  I  imme- 
diateljj  moved  by  the  right  flank,  but  heard  no 
firing  in  that  quarter.  Again  he  sent  his  staff  of- 
ficer to  inform  me  that  the  enemy  was  pushing  his 
right  flank,  when  I  directed  him  to  say  to  General 
Colquitt,  in  effect,  that  the  firing  indicated  a  sharp 
fight  with  General  Doles,  and  that  my  impression 
was  that  his  support  was  needed  there,  and  that 
I  would  take  care  of  his  right  flank.  General  C. 
moved  to  the  front  with  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
ment, which  continued  to  the  right.  I  then  pressed 
on  by  the  right  flank  to  meet  the  enemy  that 
General  Colquitt's  staff  officer  twice  reported  to 
me  to  be  in  that  direction,  and  prosecuted  the 
search  for  half  a  mile  perhaps,  but  not  a  solitary 
Yankee  teas  to  be  seen !  I  then  came  up  to  the 
division  line,  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the 
•upport  of  General  Colquitt,  whose  men  were  rest- 
ing in  line  of  battle  on  the  field  General  Doles 
had  won!  On  Saturday  night  our  division  occu- 
pied 'the  last  line  of  battle,  within  the  intrench- 
ments,  from  which  the  routed  corps  of  Siegel  had 
fled  in  terror.  My  brigade  was  placed  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  plank  road,  the  left  resting  on  tne  road. 
General  Doles  on  my  right,  and  Colonel  O'Neal, 
commanding  Rodes's  brigade,  on  my  left.  I 
placed  Colonel  Parker's  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
on  the  right  of  my  brigade;  Colonel  Bennett, 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,  on  right  centre; 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  left  centre, 
and  Colonel  Grimes,  Fourth  North  Carolina,  on 
left. 

Sunday,  May  Sd. — The  division  being,  as 
stated,  in  the  third  line  of  battle,  advanced  about 
nine  o'clock  to  the  support  of  the  second  line. 
After  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  I  was 
applied  to  by  Major  Pegram  for  a  support  to  his 
battery,  when  I  detached  Colonel  Parker,  Thir- 
tieth jNorth  Carolina,  for  this  purpose,  with  or- 
ders to  advance  obliquely  to  his  front  and  left, 
and  rejoin  me  after  nis  support  should  be  no 
longer  needed,  or  to  fight  his  regiment  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  I  continued  to  advance  to 
the  first  line  of  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  behind  which  I  found  a  small 
portion  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Jones's  brigade, 
of  Trimble's  division.  Knowing  that  a  general 
advance  had  been  ordered,  I  told  these  troops  to 
move  forward.     Not  a  man  moted,    I  then  re- 

Eorted  this  state  of  things  to  Major-General 
tuart,  who  directed  me  to  assume  command  of 
these  troops,  and  compel  them  to  advance.  This 
I  essayed  to  do ;  and  after  fruitless  efforts,  ascer- 
taining that  General  Jones  was  not  on  the  field, 
and  that  Colonel  Gamett  had  been  killed,  I  re- 
ported again  to  General  Stuart,  who  was  near,  and 
requested  permission  to  run  over  these  troops  in 
my  front  —  which  was  cheerfully  granted.  At 
the  command"  Forward,"  my  brigade,  with  a  shout, 


cleared  the  breastworks,  and  charged  the  enemy. 
The  Fourth  North  Carolina,  (Colonel  Grimes,)  and 
seven  companies  of  the  Second  North  Carolina, 
(Colonel  Cox,)  drove  the  enemy  before  them  until 
they  ha'l  taken  the  last  line  of  his  works,  which 
they  held  under  a  severe  direct  and  enfilading  fire, 
repulsing  several  assaults  on  this  portion  of  oar 
front  The  Fourteenth  North  Carolina  (Colonel 
Bennett,)  and  three  companies  of  the  Second  were 
compelled  to  halt  some  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  troops  just  men- 
tioned, for  the  reason  that  the  troops  on  my  right 
had  failed  to  come  up,  and  the  enemy  was  in 
heavy  force  on  my  right  flank.  Had  Colonel  Ben- 
nett advanced,  the  enemy  could  easily  have  turned 
my  right.  As  it  was,  my  line  was  subject  to  a 
horrible  enfilade  fire,  by  which  I  lost  severely.  1 
saw  the  danger  threatening  rSy  right,  and  sent 
several  times  to  Jones's  brigade  to  come  to  my 
assistance,  and  I  also  went  back  twice  myself,  and 
exhorted  and  ordered  it —  officers  and  men —to  fill 
up  the  gap  (some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  yards) 
on  my  right —  but  all  in  vain.  I  then  reported  to 
General  Kodes  that  unless  support  was .  sent  to 
drive  the  enemy  firom  my  right  I  would  have  to 
fall  back.  In  the  mean-time  Colonel  Parker,  of 
the  Thirtieth,  approaching  my  position  from  the 
battery  on  the  nght,  suddenlv  fell  upon  the  flank, 
and  handsomely  repulsed  a  heavy  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  moving  to  get  in  my  rear  by  my 
right  flank  —  some  three  or  four  hundred  of  them 
surrendering  to  him  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  ene- 
my still  held  his  strong  position  in  the  ravine  on  my 
right,  so  that  the  Fourteenth  and  the  three  com- 
panies of  the  Second  could  not  advance.  The 
enemy  discovered  this  situation  of  affairs,  and 
pushed  a  brigade  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Colonel 
Grimes,  and  seven  companies  of  Colonel  Cox's 
second,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  their  com- 
mands. This  advance  was  made  under  a  terrible 
direct  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  The  more 
necessitated  a  retrograde  movement  on  the  part  of 
Colonels  Grimes  and  Cox,  which  was  executed  in 
order,  but  with  the  loss  of  some  prisoners,  who 
did  not  hear  the  command  to  retire.  Colonel 
Bennett  held  his  position  until  ordered  to  M 
back,  and  in  common  with  all  the  others,  to  replen- 
ish his  empty  cartridge-boxes.  The  enemy  did  not 
halt  at  this  position,  but  retired  to  his  battery, 
from  which  he  was  quickly  driven.  Colonel  Parker, 
of  the  Thirtieth,  sweeping  over  it  with  my  Uw)p8 
on  mjr  right  After  replenishing  cartrid^boxes, 
I  received  an  order  from  M^or-Ueneral  Kodes  to 
throw  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  meet 
an  apprehended  attack  of  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter.  This  was  done,  and  afterwards  I  was 
moved  to  a  position  on  the  plank  road,  which  was 
intrenched,  and  which  we  occupied  until  the  di- 
vision was  ordered  back  to  camp  near  Hamilton's 
Crossing.  The  charge  of  the  brigade,  made  at  a 
critical  moment,  when  the  enemy  had  broken,  and 
was  hotly  pressing  the  centre  of  the  line  in  our 
front,  with  apparently  overwhelming  numbers,  not 
only  checked  ids  advance,  but  threw  him  bad^  in 
disorder,  and  pushed  him,  with  heavy  loss,  from 
his  last  line  of  works. 
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Too  high  praise  cannot  bf)  accredited  to  the  offi- 
een  and  men  for  their  gallantry,  fortitude,  and 
manly  courage  during  this  brief  but  arduous  cam- 
pign.  Exposed  as  they  had  been  for  five  days 
immediately  preceding  the  fights,  on  the  picket 
line,  they  were,  of  course,  somewhat  wearied,  but 
the  order  to  move  forward  and  confront  the  enemy 
brightened  every  eye  and  quickened  every  step. 
Under  fire  all  through  Wednesday,  Wednesday 
night,  and  Thursday,  without  being  able  effectually 
to  return  this  jfire,  they  bore  all  bravely,  and  led 
the  march  towards  Chancellorsville  on  Friday 
morning  in  splendid  order.  The  advance  of  the 
brigade  on  Friday  afternoon  was  made  under  the 
very  eyes  of  our  departed  hero,  Jackson,  and  of 
M^or-General  A.  P.  Hill,  whose  words  of  praise 
and  commendation,  bestowed  upon  the  field,  we 
fondly  cherish,  and  on  Sunday  the  magnificent 
charge  of  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  last  and 
most  terrible  stronghold  was  made  in  view  of 
Major-General  Stuart,  and  our  division  commander 
Major-General  R.  £.  Bodes,  whose  testimony, 
that  it  was  the  most  glorious  charge  of  that  most 
glorious  day,  we  are  proud  to  remember,  and  to 
report  to  our  kindred  and  friends. 

To  enumerate  all  the  officers  and  men  who  de- 
serve special  mention  for  their  gallantry,  would  be 
to  return  a  list  of  all  who  were  on  the  field.  All 
met  the  enemy  with  unflinching  courage :  and  for 
the  privations,  hardships,  and  splendid  marches, 
all  of  which  were  cheerrully  borne,  they  richly  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  our  beautiful  and  glorious 
Confederacy. 

I  cannot  close  without  mentioning  the  con- 
spicuous gallantry  and  great  efficiency  of  my  regi- 
mental commanders.  Colonel  Parker,  of  the 
Thirtieth,  who  was  detached  during  the  fight  of 
Sonday  to  support  a  battery,  and  naving  accom- 
plithed  that  object,  moved  forward  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  greatly  contributed  \o  wrest 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Chancellorsville  from 
their  grasp,  as  well  as  prevent  their  threatened 
demonstrations  upon  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
The  gallant  Grimes  of  the  Fourth,  whose  conduct 
onoUier  fields  gave  promise  of  what  was  fully 
realized  on  this.  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  Four- 
teenth, conspicuous  for  his  coolness  under  the 
hottest  fire ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  manly 
and  chivalrous  Cox,  of  the  Second,  the  accom- 
pHsbed  gentlenaan,  splendid  soldier,  and  warm 
friend,  who,  though  wounded  five  times,  remained 
^th  bis  regiment  until  exhausted.  In  common 
^th  the  entire  command  I  regret  his  temporary 
absence  from  the  field,  where  he  loved  to  be. 
Major  Hart,  Second  North  Carolina  troops,  com- 
manded the  skirmishers  faithfully  and  welL  To 
the  &ld  and  company  officers,  one  and  all,  my 
thanks  are  due  for  the  zeal  and  bravery  displayed 
^er  the  most  trying  circumstances.  To  the 
gentlemen  of  my  sta^  I  owe  especial  thanks  for 
serrices  rendered  on  the  march  and  upon  the 
field.  Captain  Seaton  Gales,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieutenant  Bichmond,  aid-de-camp, 
were  with  me  all  the  time,  promptly  carrying 
orders  under  the  very  hottest  fire.  I  take  pleasture, 
too,  in  speaking  of  tne  bearing  of  private  James 


Stinson,  courier,  a  youth  of  twenty,  who  displayed 

3ualit]e8  a  veteran  might  boast  of,  and  of  the  con- 
uct  of  private  J.  F.  Beg^ly,  also  a  courier  to 
headquarters.  To  Dr.  Bnggs,  senior  surgeon  of 
the  brigade,  my  thanks  are  due  for  his  skill,  zeal, 
and  c^ure  of  the  wounded. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  Bamseur, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-<}ENERAL  BARKSDALE. 
Fbbdbbicksbubo,  May  16, 1803. 
Mqjar  W.  H.  Taylor^  A.  A,  O.,  Army  Northern 

Virginia : 

Major  :  When  General  McLaws  moved  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  I  was 
temporarily  detached  firom  my  command,  and  or- 
dered to  report  to  General  Early.  My  brigade 
was  then  at  Marye's  hill,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve  companies,  which  were  protecting  the  river 
from  Taylor's  hill  to  the  Femeyhough  house. 
By  General  Early's  order,  I,  vrith  the  Thirteenth 
and  Seventeeth  regiments,  relieved  the  pickets  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Wofford  above  the  rail- 
road. The  brigade  was  then  extended  over  a 
picket  line  of  not  less  than  five  miles.  On  Sat- 
urday appearances  indicated  that  the  enemy  "^ere 
leaving  tneir  encampments  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  and  were  marching  to  reenforce  Hooker. 
By  General  Early's  order,  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment of  my  brigade  was  left  to  picket  the  river, 
while  the  other  three  regiments,  with  three  of  his 
brigades,  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  main  army  at 
Chancellorsville.  He  had  marched  but  a  short 
distance,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  upon  General  Havs,  who  had  been 
left  with  his  brigade  on  the  line  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  Fredericksburg.  General  Early  or- 
dered the  entire  command  to  return  to  its  former 
position.  About  two  o'clock,  on  Sunday  mom- 
mg,  having  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the 
river,  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  into  Fred- 
ericksbun^  in  kurge  numbers.  I  at  once  informed 
General  Early  of  the  fact,  and  asked  for  reenforce- 
ments.  With  several  batteries,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Pendleton,  and  a  single  brigade 
of  infantry,  I  had  a  front  of  not  less  than  three 
miles  to  defend,  extending  firom  Taylor's  hill  on 
the  left,  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  in  rear  of  the 
Howison  house.  The  Twenty-first  regiment  was 
posted  between  the  Marj^e  house  and  the  plank 
road,  three  companies  of  which  were  afterwards 
sent  to  the  support  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  were  stationed  behind  the  stone  waU  at  the 
Marye  house.  The  Seventeenth  regiment  was 
placed  m  front  of  Lee's  hill,  and  the  Thirteenth 
still  farther  to  the  right.  One  regiment  from 
General  Hays's  command  was  subsequendy  placed 
to  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth.  Four  pieces  of 
artillery  were  placed  on  the  right  or  Marye's 
house,  two  on  the  left,  and  the  balance  on  Lee's 
and  the  hUls  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Howison  house, 
thus  making  the  only  disposition  of  the  small 
force  at  my  command  which,  in  my  judgment, 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  the  line. 
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The  battle  commenced  at  daylight.  A  furious 
cannonading  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  town,  and  along  both  banks  of  the  river. 
Two  assaults  were  made  upon  Marye's  heights, 
but  both  were  signally  repulsed.  About  eight 
o'clock  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
moving  up  the  river,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  Taylor's  hill,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  have  given  him  command  of  the 
position  which  I  held.  But  this  was  prevented  hy 
the  timelv  arrival  of  General  EUiys,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade.^  The  enemy  having  thus 
been  foiled  in  his  purpose,  turned  the  head  of  his 
column  down  the  nver  again ;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  whether  he  had  abandoned  the  attempt,  or 
intended  to  advance  again  on  the  same  position 
with  a  still  heavier  force.  General  Wilcox  had 
now  reached  Taylor's  hill  with  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  one  of  which  he  promised  to  send 
to  the  right  in  case  it  should  be  needed.  This 
regiment  was  sent  for,  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  for  it  to  come  up  before  the  action  was  over. 
With  a  line  as  extended  as  this,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  small  number  of  forces  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  against 
which  the  enemy  would  Hurl  the  immediate  force 
he  had  massed  m  town,  I  deemed  it  proper  that 
the  regiments  should  remain  as  they  then  were,  and 
await  the  happening  of  events.  Very  soon,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  came  out  from  his  hiding-place, 
and  moved  in  three  columns  and  three  hues  of 
battle,  twenty  thousand  strong,  against  the  posi- 
tion held  by  my  brigade.  At  the  same  instant 
Colonel  Humphreys  was  assailed  on  the  left,  Col- 
onels Holder  and  Carter,  and  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ment on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Griffin  in  the  cen- 
tre. After  a  determined  and  bloody  resistance  by 
Colonel  Griffin  and  the  Washington  artillery,  the 
enemy,  fully  twenty  to  one,  succeeded  in  gaining 

Eossession  of  Marve's  hill.  At  all  other  points 
e  was  triumphantly  repulsed ;  but  seeing  the  line 
broken  at  tms  point,  i  ordered  the  Thirteenth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Louisiana  regiment  to  ML  back 
to  the  crest  of  Lee's  hill,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  in  our  rear.  This  they  did,  resisting 
his  approach  at  every  step ;  and  with  the  aid  of 
Frazer's  and  Carlton's  batteries,  both  of  which 
were  handled  with  the  most  consummate  skill  and 
courage,  finally  succeeded  in  checking  lus  advance. 
The  Iwenty-mrst  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Eighteenth,  after  Marye's  hill  had  been  taken, 
fell  back,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  on  the  hiUs. 
The  distance  from  town  to  the  points  assailed  was 
so  short,  the  attack  so  suddenly  made,  and  the 
difficulty  of  remoring  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
line  to  another  was  so  great,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  either  General  Wilcox  or  General 
Hays  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  in  time  to  af- 
ford any  assistance  whatever.  It  will  then  be 
seen  that  Marye's  hill  was  defended  by  but  one 
small  regiment,  three  companies,  and  n>ur  pieces 
of  artillery.  A  more  heroic  struggle  was  never 
made  by  a  mere  handful  of  men  against  over- 
whelming odds.  According  to  the  enemy's  own 
accounts,  many  of  this  noble  little  band  resisted 
to  the  death,  with  clubbed  guns,  even  after  his 


vast  hordes  had  swept  over  and  around  the  walls. 
His  loss,  from  reports  published  in  his  own  papers, 
was  a  thousand  killed  and  wounded ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  statements  from  intelligent  citizens,  it 
reached  two  thousand.  Upon  the  pretext  of  tak- 
ing care  of  their  wounded  the  enemy  asked  a  fiag 
of  truce,  after  the  second  assault  at  Marye's  Imi, 
which  was  granted  by  Colonel  Griffin,  and  thus 
the  weakness  of  our  force  at  that  point  was  dis- 
covered. It  is  proper  to  say  that  Colonel  Griffin, 
who  is  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  granted  this 
flag  of  truce  without  consulting  me.  The  next 
morning  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
river  road,  General  Gordon  in  front.  General  Havs 
on  the  left,  and  my  br^de  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  Lee's  and 
Marye's  hills  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemj. 
General  Gordon  took  possession  of  Marre's  hill 
without  opposition.  My  brigade  was  ordered  to 
the  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  hill ;  and  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  out  skirmishers,  and  if  the  town 
was  not  strongly  defended,  to  storm  and  take  it. 
I  at  once  sent  out  both  scouts  and  skirmishers, 
both  of  whom  reported  that,  in  their  judgment, 
the  town  was  in  a  state  of  strong  defence ;  that 
rifle-pits  had  been  dug  across  the  streets,  and  that 
cannon  had  been  planted  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  which  completely  commanded  the  entire 
town.  This  fact  I  reported  to  General  Early,  who 
ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  then  was,  and  pre- 
vent any  advance  from  town  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  m'ght  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river ;  and  on  the  foUowing  morning  I  moved 
in  and  occupied  the  town,  capturing  about  forty 
prisoners.  In  concluding  this  brief  report,  I  de- 
sire specially  to  mention  the  names  of  Captain  J.  A. 
Barksdale,  adjutant  of  this  brigade ;  Lieutenant  J. 
A.  Gibson,  actug  inspector-general ;  Harris  Barks- 
dale,  aid-de-camp,  as  having  acted  with  the  great- 
est possible  coolness  and  gaUantry.  Dr.  HiB, 
senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  all  the  regi- 
mental surgeons,  did  their  whole  duty.  All  Uie 
couriers  who  were  with  us,  J.  T.  Broach,  W.  M. 
Palmer,  and  W.  L.  McKee,  carried  my  messages 
to  the  different  commands  promptly,  regardless 
of  danger. 
Very  respectfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Barksdale, 

Brisadier-Geaenl,  oommaiMltag. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADISR-GENERAL  POSKY. 

Headquarters  Poskt^s  fiBiOADR,  xkab  > 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Maj  12,  1803.     > 

To  Major  Thomas  8.  MiUs,  A.  A.    QeneraL^ 

Anderson's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  a  re- 
port of  the  part  my  brigade  took  in  the  recent 
engagement  about  ChancellorsviUe  and  Freder- 
icksburg. On  the  evening  of  the  twenty- ninth 
ultimo,  being  then  in  camp  with  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Mahone,  near  the  United  States  Ford,  we 
were  advised  by  our  scouts  and  the  cavalry  pick- 
ets, who  were  posted  at  £l3r's  Ford  and  Germana 
bridge,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  in  heavy  foroe 
at  those  points,  and  were  advancing  on  the  Ely 
and  plank  roads  towards  ChancellorsviUe.    Upoa 
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consultation,  we  concluded  to  leave  five  companies 
of  my  brigade,  (Nineteenth  Mississippi  regiment,) 
and  one  regiment  of  General  Mahone's  brigade, 
to  watch  and  defend  the  United  States  Ford,  while 
we  moved  our  brigades  to  Chancellorsville.  On 
reaching  that  place,  we  posted  my  brigade  on  the 
light  and  lefl  of  the  plank  road  at  Chancellorsville, 
ami  General  Mahone's  brigade  in  Ballard's  and 
Xixlev's  fields,  half  mile  from  Chancellorsville,  on 
the  Ely  road.  We  remained  in  this  position  until 
about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  thirtieth, 
when  we  were  directed  by  the  Major-Oeneral 
commanding,  who  reached  Chancellorsville  about 
twelve  o'clock  A.  H.,  to  move  our  commands  back 
to  a  position  where  the  mine  road  crosses  the 
old  pike  and  plank  road.  Wu  remained  in  this 
nocition  until  the  next  mominff  about  nine  o'clock. 
May  first,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  bri- 
gade up  the  plank  road.  After  moving  about  two 
miles,  I  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  Albridge's  field, 
between  the  plank  road  and  old  pike,  and  sent 
out  the  Twelfth  regiment  as  skinmshers,  moving 
the  other  three  regiments  forward  as  fast  as  the 
skirmishers  advanced ;  the  advanced  line  of  skir- 
mishers soon  encountered  the  enemy,  when  I  ad- 
vanced another  line,  and  we  drove  the  enemy's 
ikiraiishers  back  in  gallant  style,  until  we  en- 
countered the  enemy  m  heavy  force  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle  on  tltie  furnace  road ;  this  line  was 
soon  broken  bv  the  vi^rous  onset  of  my  skir- 
mii^eis,  fat  this  time  Oeutenant-Colonel  Harris, 
oommandmg  the  Twelfth,  was  severely  wounded 
while  gallantly  leading  on  his  command,  and  was 
taken  off  the  field.)  I  continued  my  advance 
across  the  furnace  road,  through  a  dense  wood, 
thickly  set  with  undergrowth,  driving  back  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  through  the  woods,  until  I 
reached  a  marah,  and  became  much  exposed  to  a 
rapid  shelling  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I 
halted  my  command,  and  renudned  here  until 
about  eleven  o'clock  F.  M.,  when  I  received  an 
order  from  the  Major-General  commanding  to  ad- 
vance as  &r  as  I  could.  I  then  pushed  my  skir- 
miihen  forward,  and  with  much  difficulty  crossed 
the  marsh  in  front,  and  advanced  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  works ;  the  enemy 
on  my  right  being  on  my  flank  and  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  my  ri^t.  I  remained  in  this  position 
until  about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 
I  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General  Thomas ;  and 
then  moved  with  my  brigade  to  the  field  in  rear 
of  the  furnace  road,  where  my  command  was 
allowed  to  rest  for  a  short  time.  Saturday,  second 
Hay,  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  my  command  moved 
down  Uie  furnace  road,  and  formed  a  line  of  bat- 
tle with  three  regiments,  (the  Forty-eighth  beinff 
left  bditnd  as  skirmishers^  and  not  being  relieved 
ontil  late  at  night,)  on  each  side  of  the  road,  about 
five  hundred  yards  from  the  furnace.  Here  my 
ddrmishers  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  day  and  part  of  the  night,  the 
enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  my  front,  and 
inaking  frequent  efforts  to  advance,  without  suc- 
cess: on  every  occasion  my  line  of  skirmishers 
drove  them  back  in  confusion.  On  the  morning 
of  the  third,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from 


my  front,  I  advanced  mj  command,  by  the  fur- 
nace, capturing  many  prisoners  and  arms,  until  I 
reached  a  point  in  a  field  in  rear  of  our  batteries 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  here  I 
formed  my  command  in  column  of  regiments,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  was  ordered  to  advance  by 
flank  to  the  right,  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  strong  force  on  a  hill  in  front.  I  deployed 
first  the  Nineteenth,  then  the  Twelfth,  Forty- 
eighth,  and  Sixteenth,  directing  the  commanders 
to  move  by  the  left  flank  (which  would  bring  them 
in  line  of  battle,  fronting  the  enemy)  as  soon  as 
thev  attained  sufficient  room  in  the  woods,  and 
push  forward  their  skirmishers  vigorously  against 
the  enemy's.  The  movement  was  made  in  fine 
order  under  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape;  as  each 
regiment  attained  its  position,  the  commanders 
pushed  forward  gallantly  and  irresistibly  through 
a  dense  wood  and  over  a  wide  abatis,  and  into 
the  trenches  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  ofi*  with 
much  slaughter,  and  capturing  many  prisoners. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  eiven  to  the  officers 
and  men  for  this  gallant  and  daring  and  irresistible 
charge,  sweeping  the  enemy  for  more  than  a  half 
mile  of  their  strong  works,  overcoming,  without 
hesitation,  both  natural  and  artificial  obstacles. 
It  would  not  be  proper  in  this  limited  report  to 
mention  the  many  instances  of  individual  daring 
which  came  under  my  observation,  and  which  have 
been  reported  to  me ;  and  where  all  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  so  nobly  it  would  be  invidious 
to  individualize.  Commanders  of  regiments  acted 
with  consummate  skill  and  valor.  Colonel  Baker, 
of  the  Sixteenth,  attacked  the  enemy's  works  on 
their  extreme  right ;  Colonel  Jayne,  of  the  Forty- 
ekhth,  (who  was  wounded  in  Uie  charge,)  next ; 
Major  Thomas,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Colonel  Harris 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  These  commanders 
simultaneously  charged  the  enemy's  works,  and  I 
am  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  success  of  my 
command.  My  command,  after  storming  the 
works,  being  somewhat  scattered  on  accoont  of 
the  dense  woods  and  vigorous  pursuit,  I  moved  it 
back  a  short  distance  and  re-formed  in  an  open 
field  on  the  right,  and  in  a  very  short  time  was 
ready  to  move  forward.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  my  command  was  moved  on  the  old  pike,  the 
lefi  resting  near  Chancellorsville  house,  and  my 
right  extended  on  the  pike.  I  here  sent  out  ten 
compaiues  of  skirmishers,  who  penetrated  to  Bal- 
lard s  and  Nixley's  field,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  force  and  throwing  up  works  of  defence.  In  the 
afternoon,  my  brigade,  with  Generals  Wright's 
and  Perry's,  were  moved  near  the  United  States 
Forcl,  where  I  sent  out  the  Nineteenth  and 
Twelfth  reffiments  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. The  next  day,  Monday,  the  fourth,  my 
command  was  moved,  with  Generals  Wright  and 
Perry,  towards  Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  after- 
noon formed  a  line  of  battle  near  Hazel  Run,  front- 
ing Dolmer's  house.  At  the  signal  to  advance, 
led  by  the  Major-General  commanding,  my  com- 
mand moved  across  to  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Guests's  house,  under  heavy  fire,  and  at  dark 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  remained  until  about 
twelve  o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  a 
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point  up  the  plank  road  near  Banks's  Ford.  Dur- 
ing this  time  my  skirmishers  were  actiyely  en- 
gaged and  brought  in  many  prisoners.  I  re- 
mained near  Banks's  Ford  during  the  balance  of 
the  night,  and  the  next  evening,  the  fifth,  in  a 
severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  adranced  to 
within  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night.  Early  the  next  day,  sixth,  I 
was  moved  to  fiallard's  field,  and  that  evening 
returned  to  my  old  camp  near  Fredericksburg. 
My  command  was  on  foot  firom  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  to  the  seventh  May,  inclusive,  and 
bore  the  privations,  fatigue,  labor,  and  fighting 
without  a  murmur.  My  staff"  officers,  Stanhope 
Posey,  A.  A.  General,  and  J.  B.  Posey,  A.  D.  C., 
rendered  good  services.  My  Aid-de-camp  being 
very  sick,  had  to  leave  the  field  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  my  assistant  adjutant-general  being 
wounded  on  Saturday,  was  disabled  from  doing 
active  duty,  but  remained  in  the  field  while  the 
fighting  lasted.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Asberry  Hancock,  acted  both  a 
courier  and  aid-de-camp,  and  did  most  valuable 
service,  displaying  acts  of  daring  and  heroism 
worthy  of  mention,  and  for  his  conduct  in  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy  deserves  the  highest 
consideration,  and  should  be  promoted.  My 
courier,  Weil,  also  deserves  mention.  I  must 
here  mention  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manlove, 
of  the  Forty-eighth,  volunteered,  and  gallantly 
led  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  Friday  morning  with 
good  efiect  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the 
gallant  conduct  of  T.  L.  Duke,  chaplain  of  the 
Nineteenth  re^^ent,  who  remained  in  front  of 
his  regiment  with  his  musket  during  the  series  of 
engagements,  and  mainly  directed  the  movements 
of  the  skirmishers  of  tliat  regiment.  I  herewith 
send  a  List  of  casualties,  and  also  the  reports  of 
commanders  of  rej^ments,  giving  more  particular 
details  which  are  interesting. 

Very  respectfully, 

Carnot  Posey, 

Brigtdier-Genenl,  commanding. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIC^ENBRAL  A.  R.  WRIGHT. 

Hradquarters  Wright's  Brigade,    ) 
Camp  near  Guineas's  Station,  May  13, 18fi3,  J 

To  Mcjor  Thomas  8,  Mills,  A,  A,  O.,  Anderson* s 

Division : 

Major  :  I  herewith  enclose  ateport  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements 
near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsvillc,  together 
with  a  correct  list  of  casualties  sustained  by  this 
command.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  ten  o  dock 
A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  I  received 
orders  to  move  with  my  command  to  or  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  ana  in  supporting  distance 
of  General  Early's  left,  I  immediately  put  my 
bri^de  in  motion,  and  at  twelve  M.,  reached  the 
position  indicated,  with  my  right  near  to  Early's 
left.  Here  I  remained  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  M^jor-General 
Anderson,  I  moved  my  command  near  to  his 
headquarters,  on  the  military  road.  Here  we 
bivouacked,  as  we  hoped,  for  the  night,  but  at 
twelve  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  with 


my  command  to  Chamcellorsville,  distant  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  where  I  would  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson.  During  a  drenching 
rain  and  impenetrable  darkness  we  commenced 
the  march,  and  moving  by  the  Fredericksburg  and 
Orange  plank  road,  at  daylight,  on  Thursday,  May 
the  thirtieth,  I  reported  in  person  the  arrival  of  my 
brigade  at  Chancellorsville.  Here  I  received  orders 
to  retrace  my  steps,  and  falL  back  towards  Freder- 
icksburg, as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  old  mine  road 
on  the  pknk  road,  and  there  await  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  then  reported  as  advancing  m  heavy 
force  by  Uie  Ely's  Ford  and  Oermana  roads.  At 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.  I  reached  the  desired  position, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  range  of  hills  in  rear 
of  Hopewell  nursery,  with  my  right  resting  upon 
the  plank  road.  My  men  had  marched  twenty- 
seven  miles  in  less  than  twenty-one  hours,  and 
most  of  the  time  in  a  heavy  rain  and  through  deep 
mud,  and  when  I  halted,  were  almost  completely 
exhausted.  After  a  hasty  reconnoissance  of  Uie 
position  I  concluded  to  change  my  line  to  the 
crest  of  a  range  of  hills,  upon  which  the  small-pox 
hospital  and  an  old  church  were  situated,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  my  first 
position.  Here  I  formed  as  before  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  plank  road,  and  my  left  upon  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  railroad.  Dar- 
ing the  afternoon,  having  reoeiv^  a  few  intrench- 
ing tools,  I  commenced  digging  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
in  front  of  my  position,  and  by  working  during  the 
whole  night  I  had,  by  seven  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  my  entire  hne  well  protected,  having 
also,  during  the  night,  kept  a  detail  at  work 
throwing  up  an  epaulement  for  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery on  the  right  of  the  plank  roa(L  No  enemy 
having  appeared  in  si^ht  m  firont  of  my  position, 
at  about  noon,  on  Fnday,  the  first  of  May,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  my  brigade  up  the  plank  road, 
and,  feeling  for  the  enemy,  to  drive  him  before 
me  should  he  be  found.  Having  proceeded  about 
one  mile  my  skirmishers  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  advance,  who  began  very  soon  to  give 
way,  while  I  pressed  forward  with  the  main  body 
of  my  command,  until  having  reached  vnthin  one 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  occupying 
a  position  on  both  sides  of  the  plank  road,  along 
the  skirt  of  a  heav}'  forest,  with  a  large  cWrins  in 
his  firont.  At  this  point,  by  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Oeneral  Jackson,  Alexander's  battalion  of 
artillery  was  placed  in  poiition,  and  supported  by 
my  brigade,  opened  a  neavy  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
line.  Meanwhile  I  threw  forward  a  strong  body 
of  skirmishers  fi*om  the  Third  Georgia  regiment 
on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  pushing  them  well 
to  the  front,  those  on  the  right  soon  became  ac- 
tively engaged  with  a  considemble  body  of  the 
enemy's  infantry :  the  firing  continuing  very  heavy 
on  my  right,  I  ordered  Captain  Jones's  company. 
Second  Georgia  battalion,  to  the  support  of  com- 
pany "  H,"  Third  Georgia  regiment,  then  on  tbt 
right.  In  a  very  few  minutes  the  enemy  began 
to  give  way,  and  Captain  Jones  continued  to  press 
them  for  some  distance  through  the  dense  wood. 
About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  received 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


289 


orders  firom  General  Anderson  to  move  my  brigade 
across  and  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and,  ^ar- 
mg  well  off  from  the  road,  endeavor  to  get  upon 
the  enemy's  right  flank  and  rear.  I  immediately 
commenced  the  movement,  and  reachine  the  Gor- 
donsville  and  Fredericksburg  railroad,  I  moved 
rapidly  up  that  road,  keeping  Captain  Wilson's 
company,  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regiment,  and 
(^^tain  Scragg'a  company,  Twenty-second  Georgia 
raiment,  well  in  advance,  as  skirmishers. 

About  six  o'clock  P.  H.  I  reached  Wellford's 
iron  furnace,  one  and  a  half  miles  south-west  of 
Chancellorsville,  where  I  found  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  con- 
siderable force,  was  occupying  the  thick  woods 
north  of,  and  near  the  furnace,  in  the  direction  of 
Oiancellorsville.  I  immediately  prepared  to  give 
liim  battle,  and  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
well,  commanding  Forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel'  Warden,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Geoi^'a  regiment,  to  move  cau- 
tiously forward  through  the  almost  impenetrable 
fbrest,  with  one  company  for  each  regiment  thrown 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and,  finding  the  enemy,  to 
press  him  vigorously.  The  Third  Georgia  regi- 
ment and  S^nd  Georgia  battalion  I  held  in  re- 
lerre,  to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Carswell  and  Warden,  moving 
rapidly  forward,  were  soon  engaged  with  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  the  firing  for  a 
few  minutes  was  very  severe.  Through  this 
heavy  fire  Carswell  and  Warden  continued  to 
press,  and  their  gallant  commands  soon  cleared 
tbe  woods,  and  reaching  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
charged  upon  and  drove  the  enemy  up  a  high  hill, 
in  rear  of  a  farm  house,  wHere  he  took  shelter 
under  cover  of  »  dense  pine  thicket.  Fearing  lest 
my  small  oonunand  should  fall  into  a  Yankee  trap, 
I  ordered  my  line  to  halt,  and  despatched  a  mes- 
ienger  to  General  Stuart,  asking  that  he  send  me 
a  portion  of  his  artillery,  under  cover  of  whose 
m  I  intended  again  to  charge  the  enemy,  unless 
our  Artillery  should  show  them  to  be  in  very 
greatly  superior  force.  Some  time  elapsed  before 
our  guns  could  be  got  ipto  position,  owing  to  the 
dnracter  of  the  ground  and  the  very  bad  roads 
over  which  they  mtd  to  pass,  and  it  was  nearly 
atmset  before  we  opened  our  fire.  Immediately 
the  enemy  responaed  vrith  two  heavy  batteries, 
one  immediately  in  front  and  one  upon  our  right, 
and  very  soon  a  third  opened  upon  us  firom  a  high 
bill  on  our  left.  Our  guns  repked  vnth  spirit,  but 
owing  to  the  superior  number  of  ^ns  opposed  to 
them  and  their  advantageous  position,  the  result 
wu  not  as  favorable  to  us  as  I  nad  hoped  and  an- 
ticipated. Ascertaining  the  locality  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell  to 
move  off  bv  his  left  flank  through  a  deep  ravine 
near  the  eoge  of  the  field,  in  which  the  enemy's 
guns  were  posted,  and  gaining  the  ru^ht  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  battery  upon  our  left,  to  charge 

rn  and  take  it.    But  ovring  to  Uie  near  approach 
night  and  the  dense  undergrowth  through 
wbidi  we  had  to  pass,  it  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  accomplish  my  object,  and,  at  dBui,  the 
firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  I  withdrew  my 
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men ;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  received  through  Major-General 
Stuart,  I  marched  by  the  furnace  road,  and,  at 
eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  rejoined  my  division,  then 
on  the  plank  road  about  one  mile  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. My  loss,  during  the  dav,  amounted  to 
two  killed  and  twenty- two  wounded.  The  enemy's 
loss  I  had  no  means  of  discovering,  as  I  left  the 
scene  of  conflict  so  soon,  but  it  must  have  been 
very  considerable,  including  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  second  instant, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  on  the  left  of, 
and  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  with  my 
right  resting  upon  it,  keeping  one  regiment  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  in  the  dense 
woods.  Li  this  position  I  continued  until  two 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move 
quickly  in  the  direction  of  the  iron  furnace  to  the 
support  of  General  Posey,  who  was  then  threatened 
by  a  heavy  force  of  the  Yankees.  Just  at  this  time 
tBe  enemy  advanced  two  full  brigades  upon  the 
Third  Georgia  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers 
in  my  front,  and  commenced  a  tire  upon  that  regi- 
ment I  was  compelled  to  leave  it  unsupported, 
but  reporting  the  fact  promptly  to  the  Major- 
General  commanding  the  division,  I  proceeded 
rapidly  to  the  support  of  General  Posey,  whose 
bngade  I  found  in  line  extending  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  to  the  furnace,  and  distant  from  the  latter 
about  one  thousand  yiurds.  The  enemy  appeared 
in  considerable  force  upon  the  hiUs  around  the 
furnace,  and  had  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  as  far  as  the  small  run  which  flows  at 
the  foot  of  the  furnace  hilL  After  a  brief  consul- 
tation with  General  Posey,  I  formed  my  brigade 
on  his  right,  with  my  line  extending  well  to  the 
right  in  Uie  direction  of  the  left  of  the  Third 
Georgia  regiment,  left,  as  before  stated,  hotly 
engaged  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
firing  continuing  so  incessant  and  terrific  in 
the  direction  of  the  latter  regiment,  I  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Major  JoAes,  commandmg,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in  his  imme- 
diate front,  and  to  inform  him  of  my  readiness 
to  reenforce  him  if  he  should  require  it,  but  or- 
dering him  to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards,  as 
he  held  the  key  to  our  whole  line  in  this  quarter. 
Having  received  an  answer  from  Major  Jones  that 
he  was  not  only  able  to  hold  his  own  against  the 
terrible  odds  to  which  he  was  opposed,  but  that 
he  was  actually  advancing  upon  and  driving  the 
enemy  before  him,  I  drew  in  my  line  upon  the  left 
and  concentrated  the  balance  of  my  brigade  there, 
in  order  to  cooperate  more  favorably  with  Posey, 
who  was,  about  this  time,  threatened  with  a  heavy 
force  which  was  seen  advancing  down  the  hill 
from  the  furnace,  and  approaching  his  position 
with  loud  cheers.  This  was  about  dark  on  Satur- 
day, and  as  the  enemy's  threatened  movement 
against  General  Posey  was  not  made,  I  again  di- 
rected my  attention  in  the  direction  of  Major 
Jones's  position  on  my  right 

Shortly  after  dark  the  firing  ceased  along  my 
whole  front,  and  at  half  past  eight  o'clock.  Major 
Jones's  Third  Georgia  regiment  having  been  re- 
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lieved  from  its  position  in  the  woods,  as  skirmish- 
ers, returned  to  the  bripule  and  was  formed  upon 
its  right.  My  loss  durmg  the  day  was  very  slight, 
though  I  regret  to  add  that  some  of  my  men,  who 
were  wounded  the  day  before  and  left  at  the  fur- 
nace in  hospital,  were  to-dav  captured,  together 
with  two  ambulances,  which  tiad  been  sent  up  to 
bring  them  off.  When  the  depot  for  my  wounded 
was  established  at  the  Aimace  it  was  at  least  a 
mile  within  our  lines,  but  by  some  means  unknown 
to  me  the  enemy  retook  the  position  on  this  day, 
(Saturday,  the  second,)  and  thus  got  possession 
of  some  of  my  wounded  men. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  I  recdTed  orders  to 
advance  my  brigade  through  the  woods  in  the  di- 
rection of '  Chancellorsville,  connecting  my  right 
with  General  Mahone's  left  and  my  left  with  Gen- 
eral Posey's  right.  This  gave  me  a  line  of  over  a 
mile  to  cover  with  less  than  sixteen  hundred  men. 
I  soon  found  that  this  was  entirely  impracticable, 
and  I  pushed  forward  through  the  woods  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  equidistant  fiom  Mahone  and  Posey, 
keeping  my  flanks  protected  by  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers  and  flankers.  In  this  order  I  moved 
steadily  on  my  risht,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  l£e  plank  road,  until  I  fell  upon  a 
strong  body  of  Yansee  infantry  posted  in  the 
woods,  about  one  half  a  mile  in  the  front  (as  I 
afterwards  discovered)  of  a  strong  line  of  rifle-pits, 
protected  by  abatis  formed  by  the  felling  of  the 
thick  forest  timber  for  some  distance  in  m>nt  of 
their  intrenchments.  Quickly  engaging  the  enemy 
with  vigor  he  gave  way,  and  I  pursued  him  up 
and  into  his  strong  works.  Here  my  small  com- 
mand encountered  the  most  terrible  flre  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  our 
farther  advance  was  temporarily  checked.  About 
this  time  firing  on  my  left  was  heard,  and  I  felt 
assured  Posey  was  up  to  his  work.  Not  having 
heard  from  or  of  General  Mahone,  I  despached  an 
officer  of  my  staff  to  seek  him  and  inform  him  of 
my  position,  and  beg  him  to  move  forward  to  my 
support  Immediately  after  this  messenger  left 
me.  Major  Taylor,  an  officer  in  command  of  Gen- 
eral Manone's  line  of  skirmishers,  approached  me 
and  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothmg  of  the  lo- 
cality of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  except  when 
last  heard  from  it  was  very  far  in  the  rear,  and 
that  he  (Taylor)  should  wait  or  fall  back  with  his 
skirmishers  unm  he  could  be  brought  near  to  his 
^brigade.  I  urged  him  not  to  do  so,  as  I  had  just 
sent  word  to  General  Mahone,  informing  him  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  front,  and  urging  him 
to  come  to  my  support,  and  which  I  thought  he 
would  speedily  do.  Directly  after  this  Major 
Taylor  left  me,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  or  Gen- 
eral Mabone's  forces  during  the  day.  Being  thus 
without  support  on  my  riffht,  I  determined  to 
move  a  little  towards  the  left,  where  I  continued 
to  hear  Posey's  fire,  and  ordered  Major  Jones, 
with  his  Thira  Georgia  regiment,  to  deploy  his 
line,  and  pushing  up  to  the  enemy's  works  examine 
his  position  and  report.  About  this  time  the 
firing  far  on  the  left  of  Posey's  position  became 
heavy,  and  I  felt  assured  that  Jackson  was  ad- 
Tancmg  there.  Major  Jones  moved  his  regiment 
rapidly  up  to  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemjr's 


works,  where,  pressed  by  Posey  and  Perry  on 
my  immediate  left,  and  Jackson  farther  on,  the 
Yankees  gave  way  and  fled  from  their  intrench- 
ments. We  pressed  forward  and  immediately 
occupied  them,  although  on  my  right  the  enemy 
still  retained  possession  of  their  works  and  opened 
a  pretty  shaip  fire  of  shell  and  musketry  upon  us 
as  we  took  possession  of  their  abandoned  rine-pits. 
I  was  then  ordered  by  Major-General  Anderson 
to  move  up  the  Third  Georgia  regiment  and  dis- 
lodge the  enemy's  sharpshooters  on  our  right,  and 
then  push  forward  for  the  enemy's  battery,  which 
was  playing  30  incessantly  upon  us.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  Third  Georgia  commenced  its 
movement  alonff  the  line  of  rifle^its  towards  the 

Elank  road,  led  by  Major  Jones.  In  a  few  minutes 
e  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  right  arm, 
(since  amputated,)  and  the  command  devolved 
upon  Captain  Andrews,  who  continued  to  advance, 
until  having  reached  the  plank  road  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  ChanoellorBville,  I  ordered 
him  to  char^  the  enemy,  then  in  some  confusion 
around  and  m  the  rear  of  the  brwk  house.  This 
charge  was  made  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  fled, 
leavmg  us  in  entire  possession  of  his  strong  posi- 
tion. At  this  point  we  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  eight  caissons,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred prisoners.  I  immediately  re-formed  my  bri- 
gade (now  somewhat  scattered  in  running  through 
the  woods  and  timber)  along  the  road  in  front  of 
the  brick  house,  and  ordered  four  companies  of  the 
Third  Georgia  forward  on  both  sides  of  Ely's  Ford 
road  as  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  flying  foe.  Soon 
as  IJiad  my  line  formed  and  ready  to  press  on,  I 
reported  the  fact  to  Major  General  Anderson,  who, 
with  General  Lee,  had  ridden  upon  the  fiehi,  aod 
then  received  orders  to  move  down  the  pbnk  road 
for  a  few  rods  and  await  further  orders.  Meanvhfle 
my  skirmishers"  had  overtaken  the  running  Yan- 
kees, and  had  succeeded  in  capturing  an  entire 
Yankee  regiment,  (the  Twenty-seveiith  Connecti- 
cut,) with  all  its  field  cheers  and  about  ^,^ 
seven  hundred  men.  I  continued  to  scour  nhe 
woods  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  captured  quite  a 
number  of  straggling  Yankeea. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  down  a  by- 
road in  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Ford, 
following  Posey's  brigade.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance occurred  durii^  this  mardi,  luid  at  ni^ 
bivouacked  near  Childs's  honae.  My  loss  dunng 
this  day  was  pretty  severe,  amountusg  to  seven- 
teen killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
wounded,  including  in  the  list  of  killed  some  of 
my  best  officers. 

On  Monday  morning  I  received  orders  to  move 
back  up  the  road,  towards  CbaiMellonville,  until 
I  peached  the  turnpike  road ;  and  from  thence  was 
ordered  down  the  turnpike  to  Salnn  Chnrdi,  ^ 
miles  above  Frederiokabuiv,  wfaioh  point  we 
reached  about  noon,  when  I  halted  to  receive  fur- 
ther orders.  Major-General  Anderton  then  di- 
rected me  to  move  off  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  passing^  well  to  the  left  of  the  enemy^s  line, 
to  take  position  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  in  rear 
of  Pownman's  farm.  Here  I  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  ri^ht  upon  the  lef^  of  Hoke's  brigade,  of  Est- 
ly^s  division,  Posey*s  right  upon  my^ft. 
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rhe  enemy  were  in  position  along  the  north 
pe  of  the  ridge  upon  which  Downman's  house 
nds,  with  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters  occupy- 
:  the  crest  of  the  ridge  and  the  house,  and 
icing  around  Dowiiman's  yard  with  heavy  bat- 
les  on  the  hills  in  their  rear.  At  the  appoint- 
signal,  just  before  sunset,  I  moved  torward 
the  right  flank  around  to  the  right  of  the  hill 
which  I  had  formed,  and  passing  up  a  ravine, 
ne  upon  the  border  of  the  open  field  in  rear  of 
>. oilman's  house,  about  four  hundred  yards 
m  it,  and  here  rapidly  forming  in  line  I  charged 
ross  the  fields,  swept  by  the  house,  and  reached 
i  woods  opposite,  drivmg  the  enemy  before  me 
e  chaff.  Arriving  at  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  I 
Ited  my  commana,  (fearing  if  I  proceeded  far- 
er  in  that  direction  I  should  encounter  Wof- 
rrVs  brigade,  who,  I  had  been  informed,  would 
ivance  in  that  direction,)  and  sent  a  messenger 
General  Anderson  informing  him  of  my  posi- 
311,  from  whom  I  received  instructions  to  wait  in 
y  then  position  for  further  orders.  During  this 
me  the  enemy  kept  up  a  murderous  fire  along  my 
hole  line,  and  with  considerable  efiect  I  re- 
tained in  this  position  until  dark,  subjected  to 
lis  murderous  fire,  without  being  able  to  respond 
)  the  enemy's  guns.  Between  eight  and  nine 
'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  to  tne  plank  road, 
nd  form  on  Posey's  left,  whicn  I  did,  and  soon 
fler  we  moved  down  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
hnks^a  Ford,  Posey  in  advance.  After  proceeding 
wo  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  we  were  ordered  to 
lalt ;  and  were  then  ordered  by  Maior-General  An- 
lerson  to  bivouac  for  the  night.  My  loss  this  day 
\as  considerable,  amounting  to  six  killed,  and 
iighty-three  wounded. 

On  Thursday,  the  fifth  instant,  about  two  o'clock 
?•  M.,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  command  im- 
mediately up  the  plank  road  to  Chancellorsville. 
I  commenced  the  march  at  once  in  one  of  the 
hardest  rjdns  I  have  ever  seen,  and  which  continued 
jiih  less  violence  during  the  whole  afternoon.  At 
dark,  we  encamped  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
rrom  Chancellorsville;  and,  early  next  morning, 
(Wednesday,)  we  marched  to  Chancellorsville, 
and  from  thence  down  the  Ely's  Ford  road  to  a 
point  just  behind  Brooks's  house.  Here  we  were 
halted  until  about  noon,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
retrace  my  steps,  (the  Yankees  having  retired  be- 
yond the  river,)  and  take  my  men  into  their  camp, 
in  the  rear  of  Fredericksburg.  Thus  ended  the 
tight  days  of  marching  and  fighting. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  brave  men  composing 
injs  command,  close  my  brief  report  without  ex- 
pressing my  highest  admiration  for  their  splendid 
conduct  during  this  eventful  week.  No  man  ever 
nad  better  or  braver  soldiers.  The  Twenty-secoud 
^eorgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  and  the 
irort) -eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
jeli,  on  Friday,  near  the  iron  furnace,  acted  with 
ptinguished  coobess  and  courage,  driving  a  vast- 
ly superior  force  of  the  Yankees  for  nearly  a  mile, 
na  only  relinquished  further  pursuit  by  receiving 
!I  from  me  to  halt.  On  the  same  day  Com- 
S!?n  ^"  ^Ptain  Luckee,  of  the  Third  Georgia, 
tod  Company  «  B,"  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Second 


Georgia  battalion,  performed  efficient  and  valu« 
able  service  as  skirmishers,  during  the  advance 
and  firing  on  the  nlank  road. 

On  Saturday  tne  Third  Georgia  sustained  its 
former  reputadon  in  engaging  and  actually  re- 
pulsing two  brigades  of  tne  enemy,  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  near  Chancellorsvule. 

On  Sunday,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  again  on 
Monday  afternoon,  near  Fredericksburg,  the  en- 
tire command  evinced  the  most  heroic  fortitude 
and  ohivalric  daring ;  charging,  in  both  instances, 
and  routing  the  Yankee  infantry,  under  a  deadly 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  To  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warden,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell, 
Major  Ross,  and  Major  Jones,  and  the  skilful  of- 
ficers and  brave  men  of  their  commands,  is  the 
country  in  no  small  degree  indebted  for  the  splen- 
did results  of  the  week. 

This  command  and  the  ooimtry  have  to  deplore 
the  untimely  loss  of  Captain  Heath,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia,  Captain  Kendrick  and  First 
Lieutenant  Spier,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Geore^a,  who 
were  killed  on  Sunday  near  ChancellorsviUe. 

To  Captain  Girardey,  A.  A.  general.  Lieuten- 
ant Hazlehurst  and  Captain  Bell,  aids-de-camp, 
I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  valuable  and  effi- 
cient services  during  all  the  week's  operations. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright. 

Brig«Uer-G«neral,  oommanding  Brigade. 
REPORT   OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL   PERRY. 

HfiADqUABTKBS  PSBBY'S  BRIOADB,  ) 

May  9, 1803.     J 
To  Major  ThovMta  8,  MUls,  A,  A.  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  bv  my  command, 
consisting  of  the  Second  and  Eighth  Florida  regi- 
ments, in  the  recent  engagements  in  Spottsyl- 
vania  county : 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  headauarters, 
I  moved  my  command  to  the  heights  in  iront  of 
Falmouth,  and  throwing  my  pickets  out  to  the 
river  bank,  remained  inline  or  battle  until  about 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of.  May, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-Geucral 
Anderson,  I  moved  with  my  command  up  the  plunk 
road,  and  into  the  old  curnpike  road.  I  advanced 
up  this  road  until  I  came  to  our  line  of  battle, 
held  by  Major-Gcneral  McLaws  on  the  right.  I 
then  received  an  order  fiom  Major-Oeneral  Mc- 
Laws to  form  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  Briga- 
dier-General WofibrcTs  brigade.  This  threw  me 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  old  mine  road. 
I  at  once  formed  my  line  of  battle,  and  receiving 
information  from  Major-General  McLaws  that  the 
enemy  were  advancmg  on  the  old  mine  road,  I 
threw  out  skirmishers  and  so  disposed  my  line  as 
to  enable  me  to  command  both  tne  old  mine  road 
and  the  Dewson  Mill  road.  Brigadier-General 
Wilcox  soon  coming  up  and  forming  his  brigade 
on  m^  right,  I  was  relieved  from  giving  further 
attention  to  the  Dewson  Mill  road,  and  resumed 
my  original  line,  my  right  regiment  resting  in  the 
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rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  the  Dewson  Mill  road. 
About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  orders  from 
Major-General  McLaws  to  double  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers and  advance.  I  did  so  for  about  one  and 
one  half  miles,  encountering  no  enemy.  I  halted 
with  Brigadier-General  Wofford's  brigade  on  my 
left.  Briffadier-General  Wilcox  not  receiving  or- 
ders to  advance  at  the  time,  did  not  join  my  right. 
General  Wofford  having  become  disconnected  from 
the  line  on  his  left,  determined  to  bivouac  for  the 
night.  Accordingly  I  threw  out  a  strong  line  of 
pickets  and  disposed  my  men  for  rest  Thev 
were  very  much  exhausted,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  through  which  they  had  advanced. 
About  ten  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to  retrace 
my  steps  and  march  up  the  turnpike  road  to  Ma- 
jor-General McLaws's  position.  I  did  so,  and 
naving  arrived  with  my  brigade  near  General  Mc- 
Laws's headquarters,  received  an  order  revoking 
the  former  order,  and  directing  me  to  move  my 
command  back  to  the  position  I  had  just  left. 
Having  retaken  that  position,  I  remained  until 
morning,  everythingin  ray  front  continuing  ^uiet. 
Brigadier-General  Wofford  having  reestabhshed 
his  connection  with  the  line  on  his  left,  the  line 
of  battle  was  advanced,  I  moving  in  conformity 
with  the  line  on  my  left,  keeping  out  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  and  sending  out  scouting  parties 
to  my  front  and  right,  we  encountered  no  resist- 
ance to  our  advance.  The  enemy  fisdling  back 
without  firing  a  gun,  we  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
found  some  abandoned  commissary  stores,  arms, 
&c  About  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  line 
was  closed  up  to  the  left  by  order  from  Major- 
General  McLaws,  until  my  left  rested  a  few  paces 
to  the  right  of  tiie  pike  road.  My  skirmishers 
here  became  encaged  with  the  enemy,  driving 
back  the  enem^rs  skirmishers  and  holding  the 
ground  gained  against  a  brisk  fire  from  both  in- 
fantry and  artillery.  At  dark  I  received  an  order 
from  Major-GenenJ  McLaws  to  report  with  mv 
command  to  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  left 
of  Major-General  McLaws's  line,  and  in  obedience 
to  Major-General  Anderson's  orders,  bivouacked 
n^  men  in  the  woods  for  rest.  Some  time  before 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  third  of  May,  I 
moved  my  command,  by  direction  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Anderson,  down  the  Catharpin  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  scouring  the  country  to  the  left  of 
and  rear  of  the  left  of  Major-General  Anderson's 
line.  I  found  the  country  clear,  and  moved  up 
by  the  furnace,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  came 
up  with  the  other  brlff&des  of  the  division,  near  to 
the  enemy's  works.  I  at  once  formed  my  line  of 
battle  and  pushed  forward  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  enem3r's  works  on  the  left  of  the  line  of 
Major-General  Anderson's  division.  The  fire  was 
quite  brisk  here^from  a  line  of  the  enemy,  thrown 
back  at  right  angles  to  this  front,  to  protect  his 
flank  and  rear.  This  line  soon  gave  way,  and 
pushing  forward,  J  found  myself  inside  of  his 
oreastworks.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
and  the  woods  bein^so  thick  as  to  entirely  ob- 
struct the  view,  I  waaM  a  loss  for  some  time  as  to 
the  direction  of  the  ^enemy's  next  line.  Their 
musket  balls  soon  gave^nie  the  proper  direction, 


I  and  I  changed  front,  and  sending  out  skirmishers, 
I  soon  found  their  line  on  the  thickly  wooded  hill 
in  the  rear  of  their  breastworks,  and  to  their  right 
of  the  field  in  front  of  Chancellor's.  I  ordered  a 
charge,  and  the  enemy,  after  one  or  two  rounds, 
broke  in  the  utmost  confusion,  throwing  down 
arms,  knapsacks,  &c,  great  numbers* of  them 
running  into  our  lines. 

No  sooner  had  the  enemy's  lines  vanished,  than 
their  batteries  poured  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  into  my  lines.  The  men  lyinff  aown, 
and  being  partially  protected  by  a  slight  rioge,  the 
fire  was  not  as  fatal  as  I  had  reason  to  fear.  Upon 

foing  to  the  front  I  found  no  infantr\'  in  my  front, 
etween  me  and  the  turnpike  road,  and  that  I 
could  not  lead  my  men  against  the  enemy's  battery 
without  encountering  the  range  of  our  own  battery 
on  the  left  of  the  rear  of  mjr  line,  which  was  then 
clearing  out  the  enemy  in  double-quick  time. 
While  making  this  charge,  portions  of  two  other 
brigades,  who  were  lying  down  in  the  woods,  and 
whom  a  portion  of  my  line  had  charged  over, 
rushed  back  from  the  sudden  and  terrific  fire 
poured'  into  us  before  the  enemy  gave  way,  and 
the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  had  not  then 
passed  over  them,  mistaking  them  for  the  left  of 
their  own  brigade,  allowed  themselves  to  be  swept 
back  a  short  distance  bv  them.  They  were  not, 
however,  at  all  panic  stncken,  but  were  rallied  at 
once,  their  morale  and  spirit  in  no  manner  im- 
paired. I  cannot  think  any  blame  should  be  a^ 
tached  to  either  the  officers  or  the  men  of  the 
regiment.  I  remained  in  that  position  until  the 
rest  of  the  division  was  marched  up  by  General 
Anderson,  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  with  them 
to  the  turnpike  road,  where  the  division  halted. 
Soon  after,  1  was  directed  by  order  from  General 
Anderson,  to  occupy  the  works  on  the  richt  of  the 
nike  road,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  throwing  a 
force  into  them.  I  remained  in  those  works  until 
ordered  to  follow  the  division  towards  United 
States  Ford. 

That  night  I  halted  with  the  division, — bein^ 
on  its  left,  —  put  out  strong  pickets,  and  rested . 
until  about  two  hours  before  daylight  of  Maj 
fourth,  when  I  received  orders  to  throw  one  regi- 
ment forward  upon  each  of  two  roads  running  to- 
wards the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  the 
rear  of  ChanceUorsville.  I  sent  forward  the  Fifth 
Florida,  on  the  road  leading  by  Grady's  house, 
and  the  Second  Florida,  about  half  a  mUe  farther 
to  the  left,  throwing  forward  a  connected  line  of 
skirmishers  in  fit)nt  of  the  two  regiments.  These 
skirmishers  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
considerable  force,  but  they  offered  feeble  resist- 
ance, and  were  pressed  back  a  mile  or  a  mile  and 
a  half,  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  I  was  then 
ordered  by  General  Anderson  to  draw  in  the  two 
regiments  and  line  of  skirmishers,  and  follow  the 
division  towards  Fredericksburg,  which  I  did,  and 
was  next  posted  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  divis- 
ion. My  line  being  to  the  rear  of  Downman's 
house,  Bngadier-General  Posey  being  on  my  right 
There  being  an  interval  of  three  quarters  or  a  mile 
between  my  left  and  the  right  of  General  McLaws's 
Hne,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  position  I  then  oc- 
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cupied,  until  further  orders,  unless  when  the  right 
of  our  line  had  advanced  up  the  plank  road  to  a 
point  opposite  me,  I  should  see  an  opportunity  to 
strike.  Thad  thoroughly  scouted  the  woods  to  my 
left,  and  from  the  inlormation  I  had  obtained,  felt 
cuuililent  oi  capuiring  both  the  battery  at  Gregg's 
boose,  and  much  of  the  infantry  thrown  up  between 
that  and  Downman's  house.  That  hope,  however, 
as  well  as  all  opportunity  for  me,  in  the  position  in 
which  I  was  to  strike  a  single  blow  to  advantage, 
was  destroyed  by  Brigadier-General  Wright's 
brigade  swinging  across  the  line  of  battle  and 
charging  across  the  field  in  my  front  before  our 
right  could  so  engage  the  enemy  on  the  plank 
road  as  to  prevent  the  artillery  and  infantry  from 
escaping  by  that  road.  Upon  reporting  my  posi- 
tion to  General  Anderson,  I  was  durected  to  remain 
there  until  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  May  fifth,  b^^  direction  of 
General  Anderson,  I  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Morgan  house,  on  the  plank  road;  there  I  re- 
mained until  about  four  o'clock  P.  IL,  when,  with 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  I  moved  up  the 
plank  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  by  order  of  General 
Anderson,  I  detached  two  regmients,  posted  one 
on  the  Catharpin  road  and  one  at  fork  of  plank 
road  and  the  road  leading  to  Spottsylvania  Court- 
Hoose,  halting  the  other  reffiment  where  the  fur- 
nace road  crossed  the  plank  road.  About  one 
o'clock  I  called  in  my  raiments  and  returned  to 
my  old  camp. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  through  the  tiresome  marches  and  con- 
^oed  watching,  as  well  as  while  engaging  the 
enemy,  was  such  as  to  merit  high  praise.  The 
firm  and  steadfast  courage  exhibited,  especially 
by  the  Fifth  and  Second  Florida  regiments,  in  the 
charge  at  Chancellors ville,  attracted  my  particular 
attention. 

1  am  indebted  to  Captain  McCaslan,  A.  A.  A. 
general,  Lieutenant  Taylor,  aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant Scott,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Riley,  acting  inspector,  for  the  great  assist- 
ance they  rendered  me  by  their  attention  to  their 
duties  and  gallant  conduct 

My  command  was  kept  supplied  with  rations  by 
the  persevering  energy  of  Major  Elder,  brigade 
commissary.  Major  Uinkle,  brigade  quartermas- 
ter, for  his  untirinfi^  efforts  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  wounded,  Who  were  collected  at  the 
station  awaiting  transportation  to  Richmond,  has 
merited  my  particular  thanks.  I  enclose  the  list 
of  casualties.       I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  A  Perey, 
Brigadler-Gcneral,  P.  A.  C.  S. 

KEPOBTOP  BRIGADIEB<GBNBRAL  MAHONE. 

ITeadquartebs  MahoneN  Brigade,  ) 
Anderson's  Division,  May  27, 1863.  j 

To  Major  T,  S.  MUts,  A.  A,  G.,  Anderson's  Divis- 
ion, First  Corps,  A.  N,  Va,  : 
Major  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  operations  of 

this  brigade  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Kappahan 

noclu 


It  is  proper  to  premise,  that  this  brigade  with 
that  of  General  Posey,  had  been  stationed  near 
the  United  States  Ford  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
infl;  that  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock.  On 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  April,  it  was  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  force  at  the  Germana  and  Ely's  Cross- 
mgs  of  the  Rapidan.  This  appearance  of  the 
enemy  upon  our  flank  and  rear  rendered  our  po- 
sition at  the  United  States  Ford  no  longer  tenable, 
and  with  a  view  to  checking  his  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  our  army,  as  was  now  clearly  discerned  to 
be  his  aim,  the  two  brigades.  General  Posey's  and 
mine,  were  immediately  placed  in  position  near 
Chancellorsville,  so  as  to  cover  the  roads  from  the 
Germana  and  Ely's  Crossings  of  the  Rapidan  and 
that  of  the  United  States  Ford,  uniting  at  Chancel- 
lorsville. In  the  mean  time  our  camps,  stores, 
equipage,  transportation,  and  sick  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  without  any  material  loss  of  any  of  them. 
The  brigades  occupied  their  position  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, as  indicated,  until  next  morning,  Thurs- 
day, the  thirtieth  instant,  when,  imder  the  durection 
of  the  Major-General  commanding  the  division, 
who  had  happily  joined  us  during  the  night,  they 
fell  back  on  the  United  States  mine  road,  this 
brigade  at  and  covering  the  crossing  by  that  road 
of  the  old  turnpike.  Before  leaving  our  position 
at  Chancellorsville,  however,  the  enemy's  cavalry 
advanced  on  the  Ely's  Ford  road,  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  after  a  precipitate  advance  upon  our 
picket,  capturing  several,  he  subsec^uently  came 
upon  our  rear  guard,  the  TweHlh  Virginia  in&ntry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commancung,  and  was 
repulsed  so  effectually  as  to  leave  us  free  from  any 
further  annoyance  during  the  change  of  position, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  ^en  in  pro- 
cess of  execution.  Shortly  after  we  had  taken  up 
our  new  line,  at  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
turnpike  roads,  the  enemy  came  down  the  turnpike 
in  considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  infiftntry,  but 
nothing  occurred  at  this  point  beyond  a  httle  skir- 
mishing with  his  sharpshooters  and  reoonnoitrinj^ 
parties.  The  next  day,  Friday,  first  May,  this 
origade  led  on  the  turnpike  in  the  general  advance 
of  our  forces,  and  very  shortly  engaged  the  enemv 
under  General  Sikes,  when  we  had  quite  a  brisk 
little  engagement,  artillery  and  infantry,  Major- 
General  McLaws  commanding.  The  enemy, 
(United  States  regulars,)  many  of  whom  we  cap- 
tured, was  prompUy  repulsed,  and  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, now  formed,  was  moved  rapidly  forward  to  a 
point  on  the  turnpike  south  of  Chancellorsville, 
about  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  known  as  McGees. 
This  brigade  continued  here  with  Major-General 
McLaws's  forces  confronting  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle  in  that  quarter,  until  the  next  da;^,  when  it 
was  transferred  and  occupied  our  front  line  imme- 
diately on  the  left  of  tne  plank  road.  In  this 
J>osition  we  continued,  up  to  the  fall  of  Chancel- 
orsville,  engaging  the  enemy  more  or  less  warmly 
as  the  progress  of  General  Jackson's  operations 
on  his  flank  and  rear  seemed  to  call  for,  and  as 
the  range  of  his.  General  Jackson's,  enfilading  fire 
would  allow.  It  was  during  this  service  of  the 
brigade  that  the  advance  line  of  skirmishers  of  the 
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Sixth  Virginia  infantry,  Colonel  George  T.  Ro- 
gers, under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
W.  Carter  Williams,  charged  over  the  enemy|s 
abatis  near  the  plank  road,  fired  upon  him  in  his 
rifle-pits,  captured  prisoners  from  Tour  different 
regiments,  and  the  colors  and  color-bearer  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio,  returninff  to  his 
position  with  his  handful  of  men,  with  the  loss 
of  an  officer  as  prisoner.  This  gallant  and  suc- 
cessful sortie  was  made  a  little  after  dark,  Satur- 
day, the  second  May,  when  General  Jackson's 
fire  was  heavy,  and  it  was  in  fighting  over  the 
same  ground  the  next  morning  that  the  valiant 
Williams  fell,  mortally  wounded.  The  standard, 
a  most  elegantly  finished  work,  was  duly  delivered. 
Immediately  following  the  fall  of  ChancellorsviUe, 
this  brigade  was  sent,  with  a  brigade  of  Major- 
GeneralMcLaws's  division,  to  look  after  the  enemy, 
then  reported  to  be  advancing  up  the  plank  road 
from  Fredericksburg,  under  General  Sedgwick. 
Meeting  General  Wilcox,  with  his  brigade,  about 
the  divergence  of  the  plank  and  turnpike  roads  ; 
and  finding  that  the  enemy  was  really  and  rapidly 
advancing,  it  was  at  once  determined  to  meet  him 
at  the  Salem  Church.  At  this  point,  possessing 
the  advantages  of  ground,  our  line  was  formed. 
In  the  mean  time  Major-General  McLaws  had 
joined  us  with  the  balance  of  his  division.  My 
brigade,  in  the  spirited  fight  at  this  place,  occupied 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  lying  whoUy  in  the 
woods,  and  participated  in  the  successful  resist- 
ance made  to  the  enemy's  very  determined  effort 
to  break  our  lines  at  that  point.  Upon  the  con- 
clusion of  this  battle,  Tuesday,  the  fifth  May, 
the  brigade  rejoined  its  division.  The  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  as  well  in  bearing  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  attending  eight  consecutive 
days  of  exposure  and  excitement,  as  well  as  in 
battle,  deserve  high  commendation,  and  at  least 
this  acknowledgment  at  my  hands.  The  Twelfth 
Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding, 
for  Its  rapid  and  efficient  resistance  of  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy,  while  covering  the  formation 
of  our  lines  of  battle  on  the  turnpike,  Friday,  the 
first  May.  The  Sixth  Virginia,  Colonel  Rogers 
commanding,  for  its  vigorous  pressure  and  bold 
sorties  upon  the  enemy  and  his  works  around 
Chancellorsville,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  second 
and  third  of  May,  for  its  veteran-like  behavior  at 
Salem  Church,  receiving  without  disorder  the  ene- 
my's sudden  fire  while  moving  by  the  flanks.  And 
the  Sixty-first  Virginia,  Colonel  Grover,  for  its 
gallant  and  successful  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
during  the  formation  of  our  lines  at  the  Salem 
Church,  deserves  special  mention ;  while  the  part 
borne  by  the  Sixteenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Whitehead  commanding,  and  the  Forty-first 
Virginia,  Colonel  Parham  commanding,  was  ever)'- 
where,  though  less  arduous,  well  and  bravely  per- 
formed. In  this  connection  it  is  but  due  tmit  I 
should  record  here  my  high  appreciation  of  the  effi- 
cient and  gallant  conduct  of  tne  staff  officers  with 
me,  Captam  R.  Taylor,  A.  A.  general,  and  First 
Lieutenant  Richard  Walke,  ordnance  officer. 
Among  the  gallant  spirits  who  were  seriously 
wounded,  Captain  Banks,  company  £,  Twelfth  Vir- 


rinia  infantry,  must  be^  mentioned.  He  fell  among 
tne  foremost  in  the  skirmish  fight  of  his  regiment 
on  the  turnpike.  May  first,  and  was  at  the  time 
commanding  our  advance  guard.  His  conduct  on 
this  occasion  was  beautifuUy  heroic  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  by  the  brigade  was  large,  but  can- 
not be  accurately  stated,  owing  to  the  hurried  and 
detached  manner  in  which  they  had  to  be  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  casualties  of  the  brigade  in  oU 
these  battles  were  as  follows :  — 
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I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WiLUAH  Mahokb, 
Brigadier-Ge&enL 

REPORT  OF  BRIGABIER-OBNERAL  WTLCOX. 

HEADQUABTEBS  WILOOX*S  B&IOAOE,  NEAR  j 

Salem  Church,  Ma^  10, 1883.  ) 
Mmor  Thomas  8,  Mills,  A.  A.  G,  of  Division: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  re- 
cent engagements  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity, 
commencing  on  the  first  and  ending  on  the  fifth 
instant :  On  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo  orders  were 
received  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  momcnt^s 
notice,  it  being  known  that  the  enem^  were  ad- 
vancing in  heavy  force  from  the  du-ection  of 
Chancellorsville.  The  following  day  artillery 
was  heard  at  intervals  in  that  vicinity,  and  on 
the  next,  the  first  instant,  the  bri^de  moved 
(under  orders)  up  the  plank  road,  and  came  soon 
within  hearing  of  musketry.  Arriving  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  plank  road  and  the  oW  lumpiket 
the  command  followed  the  latter ;  and  it  was  not 
long  before  they  came  under  a  distant  artillery 
fire,  our  troops  beii^g  at  the  time  engaged  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  one  mile  o£ 
Having  reported  to  General  McLaws,  command- 
ing on  this  road,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  ihe 
right,  on  the  mine  road  ;  and  a  batter)*  w£s 
directed  to  be  posted,  with  the  view  of  engaging 
one  of  the  enemy's,  then  sweeping,  with  its  fire, 
the  old  turnpike.  Lewis's  battery,  attached  lo 
my  command,  was  soon  in  position.  The  enemy, 
however,  ceasing  to  fire,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  on  the  ri^ht  of  General  Perry's  brigade, 
and  this  on  the  right  of  General  Wonord.  Thi^ 
brought  my  commands  occupy,  in  part,  a  line  of 
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rifle-piu  running  from  Banks's  Ford  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  mine  road.  Half  past 
six,  p.  M.,  orders  were  received  to  advance  to 
the  front  This  fom'ard  movement  was  con- 
tinued, though  with  much  difficulty,  owins  to 
the  densely  u)ick  forest,  till  the  darkness  of  the 
night  rendered  it  impracticable  to  go  farther. 
The  command  was  halted  near  Dewson's  mills,  on 
Mott  Run,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock; and  naving  established  pickets  m 
front  and  on  our  flanks,  the  command  bivouacked 
for  the  night  Two  companies  were  ordered  out 
on  patrol,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  the  enemy  occupied  the  river  road  near 
Dicker's  house,  and  if  not,  to  communicate  with 
our  pickets  left  near  Banks's  Ford.  The  enemy 
were  found  not  to  occupy  the  river  road :  the  com- 
panies returning  captured  three  Federal  soldiers 
making  their  way,  so  they  stated,  to  the  United 
States  Ford.  Ten  P.  H.  orders  were  received  to 
return  to  the  old  turnpike,  and  halt  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  in  rear  and  near  the  ad- 
rance  troops  on  that  road.  This  point  was 
reached  near  half  past  two  A.  M.,  and  soon  after 
orders  came  to  return  to  Banks's  Ford,  and  to 
hold  it  at  all  hazards  —  it  being  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  there,  and  threatened  to 
cross;  the  ford  was  reached  at  daylight  The 
command  had  thus  been  on  the  march  the  entire 
night  The  second  instant,  the  brigade  remained 
near  Banks's  Ford.  Large  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery  were  seen  moving  up  on  the 
oppo^te  side  of  the  river.  Artillery  was  also 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  Strong 
pickets  were  kept  up  during  the  niffht  near  the 
lord.  Having  visited  my  Ime  of  pickets  on  the 
morning  of  the  third  instant,  I  round  that  the 
enemy  had  reduced  very  much,  apparently,  his 
force.  The  sentinels  on  post  had  their  haver- 
sacks on  —  a  thing  unusual.  This  induced  me  to 
believe  that  much  of  the  force  from  Banks's  Ford 
had  been  sent  to  Chancellorsville ;  and  having  been 
ordered  the  day  before,  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  leave  a  small  force  to  watch  the  ford,  if, 
in  my  judgment,.  I  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
did  not  intend  to  cross,  and  then  move  up  the 
plank  road.  Reporting  the  fact  to  him,  I  relieved 
iny  pickets,  being  convinced,  as  stated,  that  the 
enemy  had  removed  most  of  his  fofces  from 
Banks's  Ford,  and  did  not  intend  crossing  there. 
Leaving  only  about  fifty  men  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  to  guard  Banks's  Ford,  my  command  was 
being  formed  to  march  to  Chancellorsville,  when 
one  of  my  pickets  (infantry)  came  running  from 
the  canal  in  front  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  to  report  to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  up  the  road  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  river.  Hurrying  rapidly 
to  the  canal,  I  saw  the  enemy  advancing  on  the 
direct  road  from  Fredericksburg,  three  regiments 
being  seen,  the  leading  one  not  more  than  one 
thousand  yards  distant  Gathering  in  my  pickets 
alone  the  canal  and  at  the  dam  above  Taylor's  — 
in  all  less  than  twenty  men  —  they  were  deployed 
as  skinnishers  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
Dr.  Taylor's,  and  near  the  canaL  Two  rifle  pieces 
of  Huger*s  battery,  already  prepared  to  move  to 


Chancellorsville,  were  ordered  into  position  ia  Uie 
battery  across  the  road  form  Taylor's.  While 
these  dispositions  were  bein^  made,  our  infantry 
were  seen  taking  position  m  the  rifle-pits  near 
Stansbury^s  house.  Huger's  two  rifle  pieces  being 
now  in  position,  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon 
the  enemy,  who  had  halted  in  the  road  upon  the 
display  of  our  skirmishers.  The  advance  one  of 
these  regiments  moved  down  the  river  in  front  of 
Falmoum,  and  sought  shelter  from  our  artillery 
fire  in  the  rifle-pits  alonff  the  river.  The  other 
regiments  remained  in  the  road,  lying  down,  the 
stone  knolls  on  either  side  of  which  gave  good  pro- 
te9tion.  The  enemy  being  so  easily  checked  by  the 
display  of  such  a  small  force  on  our  side,  I  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  it  was  only  a  demonstration 
to  keep  us  near  Fredericksburg,  and  prevent  reen- 
forcements  from  going  to  Chancellorsville.  See- 
ing a  group  of  officers  near  Stansbury's  house,  I 
rode  to  them,  and  met  Generals  Barksdale  and 
Hays.  The  former  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  in  considerable  force  in  and  below  Freder- 
icksburg. This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of 
the  fact,  and  expressed  some  anxiety  as  to  his 
right  flank,  and  said  that  he  should  have  reen- 
forcements.  I  now  determined  not  to  move  my 
command  up  the  road  until  I  knew  definitely  the 
intention  of  the  eneoay,  and  ordered  them  in  the 
ravine  opposite  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  would 
be  near,  and  yet  out  of  si^ht 

I  now  rode  to  the  vicimty  of  the  Marye  house 
to  see  and  confer  with  General  Barksdale.  While 
near  this  house  I  saw  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy  in  Fredericksburg,  and  a  battery  in  the 
street,  running  near  the  cemetery,  was  nring  oc- 
casional shots  at  a  battery  of  ours,  to  the  lefr  of 
the  plank  road.  I  returned  to  my  command  with- 
out seeing  General  BarksdaTe,  and,  on  my  return, 
saw  several  regiments  of  the  enem}''s  infantry 
moving  out  of  Uie  upper  edge  of  the  town. 

I  had  been  with  my  command  but  a  few  min- 
utes when  one  of  General  Barksdale's  stafl"  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  General  was  hard  pressed, 
and  wanted  me  to  send  him  a  regiment  I  in- 
stantly ordered  the  Tenth  Alabama  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  Marye  house,  and  rode  rapidly 
in  that  direction  myself,  and  when  in  the  open  field 
and  high  ground  between  Stansbury*s  and  the 
plank  road  saw  Hays's  brigade  moving  over  in  the 
direction  of  the  plank  road.  This  I  supposed  to 
be  for  the  support  of  General  Barksaale;  but, 
upon  inquiry  from  one  of  Hays's  regiments, 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  taken  Marye's  hill 
and  a  portion  of  two  of  Barksdale's  regiments, 
and  that  Hays's  brigade  was  falling  back  to  the 
telesraph  road.  Soon  a  courier  from  General 
Barksdale  confirmed  this  report,  and  with  a  sug- 
gestion from  General  Barksdale  that  I  also  bad 
better  fall  back  to  the  telegraph  road. 

On  the  left  of  the  plank  road  the  ground  in 
rear  of  Marye's  hiU  is  higher,  and  overlooks  and 
commands  well  that  hill.  Bcdieving  that  my  own 
and  Hays's  brigade  could  form  in  fine  extending 
from  rear  Stansbury's  house  along  the  crests  of 
hills  towards  the  plank  road,  and  contest  the  field, 
at  least  for  a  time,  successfully  with  the  enemy,  I 
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asked  General  Hays  not  to  cross  the  plank  road, 
but  to  remain  with  me ;  this  he  declmed  doing, 
having  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  telegraph 
road,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight 

Thus  far  I  have  given  a  simple  narrative  of  in* 
cidents  as  they  occurred.  Finding  myself  alone 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  with  the  enemy  in 
full  view  on  the  crests  of  the  first  range  of  hills  in 
rear  of  Fredericksburg,  and  with  three  times  my 
own  force  clearly  seen  and  in  line,  I  felt  it  a 
duty  to  delay  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in 
his  advance,  and  to  endeayor  to  check  him  all 
that  I  could,  should  he  move  forward  on  the 
plank  road.  I  with  this  yiew  formed  my  brigade 
promptly  in  line  along  the  crests  of  the  hill  run- 
ning near  Stansbur3r'B  house,  at  right  angles  to 
the  plank  road.  Two  rifle  pieces  of  Lewis's  bat- 
tery were  placed  in  position  to  the  rear  of  the  left 
of  my  line,  and  two  slightly  in  front  of  my  right, 
which  rested  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Guest's  house ;  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  covering  my  entire  front  As  soon  as 
the  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  they 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  some  eight  or 
nme  hundred  yards  to  the  front  This  held  the 
enemy  in  check  for  some  time.  At  length  they 
deployed  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  began  to 
advance.  This  was  slow,  and  delayed  by  frequent 
halts  —  they  seemed  reluctant  to  advance.  The 
enemy  now  brought  a  six-gun  battery  to  the  front, 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  not  far  from  Marye's 
house,  and  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon  my 
line.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  now  advanced 
and  engaged  ours,  not  nearer,  however,  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  yards, 
their  solid  lines  remainmg  some  distance  behind 
the  skirmishers.  The  enemy's  battery  having 
fired  for  some  time,  both  the  skirmishers  and 
lines  in  rear  advanced.  They  had  also  moved  by 
a  flank  across  the  plank  road,  and  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  they  were  moving  up  on  the  far  side  of 
the  road,  and  were  in  a  line  with  mv  right  flank. 
The  artillery  was  now  directed  to  witndraw.  Then 
the  skirmishers  rejoined  their  regiments,  and 
all  moved  to  the  rear  on  the  river  road,  half  a 
mile  in  rear  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  were 
baited  for  a  few  minutes. 

In  this  affair  with  the  enemy  Lieutenant  Barks- 
dale,  of  Lewis's  battery,  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  shoulder  from  a  piece  of  shell ;  three  in- 
fantry killed,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  wounded  by 
skirmishers.  From  this  slight  affair  with  the 
enemy  I  felt  confident,  if  forced  %o  retire  along 
the  plank  road,  that  I  could  do  so  .without  pre- 
cipitancy, and  that  ample  time  could  be  given  for 
reenforcements  to  reach  us  from  Chancellorsville ; 
and  moreover,  I  believe  that  should  the  enemy 
pursue,  he  could  be  attacked  in  rear  by  General 
Early,  reenforced  by  Generals  Hays  and  Barksdale. 
I  now  directed  Major  Collins,  Virginia  cavalry, 
who  was  with  me,  with  some  forty  or  fifty  men,  to 
move  over  to  the  plank  road,  slightly  in  rear  of 
Downman's,  and  dismounting  a  part  of  his  men 
in  rear  of  a  thicket  of  pine,  to  deploy  them  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road  as  skirmishers.  The 
command  then  moved  on  to  the  red  church  (Salem 


Church)  on  the  plank  road.    The  enemy  followed 
up  the  plank  road,  and  halted  when  tiie  skir- 
mishers of  Major  Collins  were  seen  l]y  them. 
Having  examined  the  ground  near  the  toll-gate, 
I  determined  to  make  a  short  stand  there.    My 
brigade  was  then  moved  back  in  line  firom  Salem 
Church,  and  halted  in  rear  of  the  gate  *,  two 
rifie  pieces  were  placed  in  the  roac^  and  we 
waitea  the  approach  of  the  enemy.    The^r  were 
soon  heard  to  nre  on  Major  Collins's  skirmishers, 
who  retired  after  a  short  skirmish,  and  at  length 
appeared  in  lines,  preceded  by  skirmishers.    Ma- 
jor Collins's  men  now  retired  to  the  rear,  and 
skirmishers  were  deployed  from  two  regiments 
to  their  front    Our  artillery  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  advancing  lines ;  this  caused  a  halt,* 
and  a  slight  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  now  brought  up  artillery,  and  began 
a  brisk  shelling  of  our  lines.    At  this  time  Ma- 
jor Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws, 
reported  to  me  that  General  McLaws  had  sent 
three  brigades  to  my  support,  and  that  tbej 
would  soon  arrive.      These  brigades  were  di- 
rected to  be  halted  in  rear  of  &e  church,  and 
out  of  yiew  of  the  enemy.    In  this  afiair  with  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant  Cobb,  of  Lewis's  battery,  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  rendermg  it 
impossible  to  command  his  pieces  longer :  utey 
were  then  ordered  to  the  rear :  three  of  the  in- 
fantry were  killed   and  fifteen  wounded.     My 
command  was  now  ordered  back  to  the  church. 
The  conduct  of  my  men  during  all  this  time  was 
such  as  I  knew  it  would  be,  leaving  nothing  to  be 
desired,  and  I  felt  the  utmost  confidence  in  mv 
ability  to  make  a  successful  stand  at  the  church 
with  the  three  supporting  brigades.    At  Salem 
Church  line  of  battle  was  formed,  crossing  the  road 
at  right  angles ;  two  regiments  of  my  brigade,  the 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Alabama,  were  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  the  latter  on  the  left  of  the  two ; 
the  Tenth  Alabama  on  the  right  next  to  the  road, 
and  the  Eighth  Alabama  on   the  right  of  the 
Tenth.     There  was  an  interval  of  seventy-five 
or  eighty  yards  between  the  left  of  the  Tenth  and 
the  right  of  the  Eleventh.    In  •thi8  interval  on 
the  road  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  battery ; 
the  Ninth  Alabama  was  in  rear  of  the  Tenth,  one 
company  of  the  Ninth  being   stationed  in  the 
school-house  to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  in 
front  some  sixty  3rards.    A  second  company  of 
this  regiment  was  placed  in  the  church,  with 
orders  to  fire  from  the  windows  of  Uie  lower  floor, 
and  from  the  windows  of  the  gallery.     (This 
church  being  occupied  with  furniture  of  refugees 
from  Fredericksburg.^     Such  was  the  formation 
of  my  brigade  for  battle.    I  am  thus  particular  in 
giving  details  for  the  reason  that  tne  principal 
attack  was  made  at  the  church  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.     KershaVs  brigade  was  on  the  right  of 
nay  brigade,  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  the  left— 
M!abone  to  the  left  of  Semmes.    The  brigades  had 
not  been  in  position  long  before  the  enemy  were 
seen  advancmg  up  the  plank  road  in  line  of  bat- 
tle ;  their  lines  crossed  the  road  at  right  an^V 
a  field  battery  accompanied  their  advance.   Thi> 
was  halted  at  the  gate,  about  one  thousand  yards 
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itant,  and   soon   opened  with  a  brisk  fire  of 
ells  upon  our  batterv  near  the  church;  the  two 
tteries  fired  some  nfteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
len  ours  was  withdrawn,  for  the  want  of  am- 
anition.     The  enemy  then  threw  shells  to  the 
^ht  and  left  of  the  church,  through  the  woods, 
ideavoring  to  reach  our  infantry.    These  latter 
?re  well  protected  while  Ijring  down,  and  no  cas- 
ilties  occurred  from  explosions  of  shells.    The 
lemy's  artillery  ceased  to  fire  near  five  o'clock 
H.    Their  skinnishers  then  advanced,  and  a 
lirited  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers  for 
>me  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.    Ours  then  re- 
red,  firing  as  they  fell  back ;  the  enemy's  skir- 
ilshera  pursued,  followed  by  their  solid  lines  of 
ifantr}',  and  still  a  third  line  in  rear,  on  either 
de  of  the  road.    As  they  advanced  firom  the  toll- 
nte,  were  open  fields,  and  the  ground  slightly 
scending ;  tnese  fields  continued  to  within  i^out 
A'o  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  church,  and 
hen  woods,  thick,  but  of  small  growth.    When 
he  front  line  of  the  enemy  reached  this  wood  they 
nade  a  slight  halt,  then  giving  three  cheers,  they 
:ame  with  a  rush,  driving  our  skirmishers  rap- 
dlv  before  them.     Our  men  held  their  fire  till 
iheir  men  came  within  less  than  eiehty  yards,  and 
'hen  delivered  a  close  and  terrible  fire  upon  them, 
iilling  and  wounding  many,  and  causing  many  of 
them  to  waver  and  give  way.    The  enemy  still 
press  on,  surround  the  school-house,  and  capture 
the  entire  company  of  the  Xinth  Alabama  sta- 
tioned in  it,  and  pressing  hard  upon  the  regiment 
in  rear  of  the  school-house,  throws  it  into  confu- 
Bion  and  disorder,  and  forces  it  to  yield  ground. 
The  Ninth  Alabama  regiment  in  rear  of  this  regi- 
ment spring  forward  as  one  man,  and,  with  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  restores  the  continuity  of  our 
line,  breaking  the  hues  of  the  enemy  by  its  deadly 
fire,  and  forcing  him  to  cive  way,  and  following  him 
BO  that  be  could  not  rally,  retake  the  school-house, 
free  the  captured  company,  and  intuhi  take  their 
captors }  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  on  the  right 
of  the  road  b  repulsed,  and  our  men  follow  in  rapid 
pursuit.    The.  regiment  that  had  given  way  to  the 
first  onset  of  the  enemy  now  returned  to  the  attack 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit.    The  enemy  did  not  as- 
sail with  the  same  spirit  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
vere  more  easily  repulsed,  and  now  are  followed 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  which  is  crowded  with 
a  confused  mass  of  the  discomfited  enemy.    With 
agood  battery  to  play  upon  this  retreating  mass 
the  carnage  would  have  been  terrific.     There  was 
no  rallying  or  re-forming  of  this  line.    Another 
line  wme  up  the  plank  road  at  a  double  quick, 
m  filing  to  the  right  and  left,  formed  line  in 
&ont  of  my  brigade.    This  line  was  scarcely  formed 
wfore  they  were  broken  by  the  fire  of  my  men, 
w»a  fled  to  the  rear.    The  pursuit  continued  as  far 
as  the  toll-gate.    Semmes's  brigade  and  my  own 
^ere  the  only  troops  that  followed  the  retreating 

^T^^'  ^^  ^^  ®^  ^®  ^*®  ^^^^  heavy  reserves 
f  ^he  enemy.    Our  men  were  now  halted  and  re- 

A°^Tk  *^  ^^^  ^"^^  ^^'  ^^  retired,  not  pur- 
sued by  the  enemv;  leaving  pickets  far  to  the 
^°5  in  the  oDen  field. 


The 


!  open  field, 
^^gor  of  the  enemy's  attack  at  the  church 


was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  they  believed 
there  was  only  one  brigade  to  resist  them,  and 
that  they  anticipated  an  easy  affair  of  it ;  while 
the  number  of  aead  and  wounded  left  on  the  field 
attests  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance  of  our  men 
^two  hundred  of  the  former  and  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  latter ;  and  largely  over 
two  hundred  prisoners  not  wounded,  and  one 
Federal  flag  captured.  Thus  ended  this  spirited 
conflict  at  Salem  Church  —  a  bloody  repulse  to 
the  enemy,  rendering  entirely  useless  to  him  his 
little  success  of  the  morning  at  Fredericksburg. 
The  rear  of  our  army  at  Chancellorsville  was  now 
secure  and  free  from  danger,  and  the  Sixth  army 
corps  of  the  enemy  and  a  part  of  the  Second 
were  now  content  to  remaui  on  the  defensive. 

I  beg  to  assure  the  Major-General  command- 
ing that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  brigade  was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 
They  were  furiously  attacked  by  superior  forces, 
and  not  only  stood  their  grouna  but  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  great  loss,  pursued  him,  and,  en- 
countering a  second  line  in  their  pursuit,  they 
scattered  and  dispersed  this  body  also ;  night 
and  want  of  ammunition  prevented  a  further  pur- 
suit. This  success,  so  bnlliant  for  our  men,  was 
dearly  earned  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of 
seventy-five  of  tne  noble  sons  of  Alabama,  and 
the  wounding  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two, 
and  forty-ei^t  missing,  an  aggregate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  nmety-five;  of  the  missing,  the  most 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  wounded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  near  Stansbury's,  and  after- 
wards at  the  toll-gate.  Six  officers  were  killed 
and  twenty-three  wounded.  The  killed  were  Cap- 
tAin  R  A.  McCrary,  Eighth  Alabama,  a  valuable 
officer,  much  lamented  by  his  regiment ;  Captain 
W.  C.  Murphy,  Ninth  Alabama,  highly  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  where  he 
received  two  severe  younds.  He  fell  at  Salem 
Church  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  his  men.  Lieutenant  Harper,  Tenth 
Alabama;  Lieutenant  Strudwick,  Eleventh  Ala- 
bama; Lieutenants  Bankston  and  Cox,  Four- 
teenth Alabama,  all  fell  fighting  with  the  heroism 
of  veteran  soldiers,  against  greatly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy.  Among  the  severely  wounded  are 
Colonel  Royston,  Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel 
Pinkard,  Fourteenth  Alabama;  Major  McCord, 
Fourteenth  Alabama ;  Captain  Oook,  Tenth  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  Barksdale  and  Cobb,  Lewis's 
battery ;  all  alike  distinguished  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  valor. 

I  cannot  call  to  your  notice  all  officers  that  are 
deserving  of  especial  praise,  for  the  conduct  of 
all  was  excellent ;  I  will,  hbwever,  report  that  the 
five  regimental  commanders.  Colonel  Royston, 
Eighth  Alabama,  and  after  his  severe  wound, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert,  who  commanded  the 
Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel  Pinkard,  Fourteeth 
Alabama;  Colonel  Forney,  Tenth  Alabama; 
Colonel  Sanders,  Eleventh  Alabama  ;  Major  Wil- 
liams, Ninth  Alabama,  were  intelligent,  energetic, 
and  gallant  in  commandinff,  directing,  and  lead- 
ing their  men.  The  brigade  slept  on  the  field  at 
Suem  Church  on  the  night  of  tne  third  instaut. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  the  enemy  were 
seen  in  our  front,  and  fired  occasional  shots  dur- 
ing the  day  from  a  hattery  some  one  thousand 
two  hundred  yards  distant.  Three  additional 
brigades  arrived  on  the  fourth,  and,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  a  general  advance  was  made  against 
the  enemy  —  Early  on  the  right,  Anderson  m  the 
centre,  and  McLaws  holding  lus  position  on  the 
left.  The  enemy  gave  way  rapidly,  and  was  soon 
driven  across  the  river,  faiaving  Wn  on  this  side 
little  over  twenty-four  hours.  I  followed  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Banks's  Ford,  with  two 
re^roents.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Alabama,  of  my 
brigade,  supported  by  Kershaw's  brigade ;  this 
advance  being  made  about  half  past  m'ne  P.  M. 
Above  and  near  Banks's  Ford  tnirteen  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  fifbr  men  were  taken  pris- 
oners. Among  the  officers,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Major,  and  two  Captains.  No  loss 
on  our  side  in  this  affair.  Captains  King  and 
MapTi  Ninth  Alabama,  were  distinguished  for 
their  activity  and  gallantry,  having  captured  these 
prisoners  with  their  two  companies.  Manlv's 
battery  rendered  valuable  services  in  shelling  the 
retreating  enemy  near  Banks's  Ford ;  twenty  of 
the  enemy  were  wounded  by  this  shelling  and 
fell  into  our  hands  the  next  day,  and  many  were 
kiUed. 

The  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Cbancellorsville,  in 
common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division, 
and  bivouacked  during  the  tiight  to  the  left  and 
near  Cbancellorsville.  Next  morning  moved  out 
to  take  our  position  in  line  of  batue,  but  soon 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  and  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock;  the  brigade  th%n 
returned  to  its  former  camp  near  Banks's  Ford. 
Whilst  my  entire  command  acquitted  themselves 
handsomely  in  their  engagement  of  the  third  in- 
stant with  the  enemy,  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  calling  to  your  especial  notice  the  con- 
duct of  one  entire  regiment  of  the  brigade,  the 
Ninth  Alabama.  This  regiment,  the  weakest  in 
numbers,  occupied  a  position  in  rear  of  the 
strongest  regiment  of  the  brigade;  this  strong 
regiment,  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force,  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way, 
the  Ninth  Alabama  sprang  forward  instantly  into 
the  vacant  space  left  in  our  line,  and  boldly  con- 
fronting the  enemy,  and  by  a  close  and  deadly  fire 
of  musketry,  broke  his  line  and  drove  liim  back. 

To  my  staff.  Captain  W.  £.  Winn,  A.  A.  gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  M.  M.  Lindsay,  aid-de- 
camp, I  am  under  obligations  for  services  cheer- 
fully rendered  during  our  recent  operations. 
Captain  Winn  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry 
at  Salem  Church  in  assisting  to  rally  and  re-form 
promptly  one  of  my  regiments  that  had  been 
thrown  into  disorder  and  confusion,  and  while 
chus  engaged  his  horse  was '  shot.  To  Major 
Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws,  I 
am  also  indebted  for  his  gallant  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same 
occasion.  I  also  beg  to  commend  to  your  favor- 
able notice  my  two  couriers,  private  Ridgeway, 
of  the  Eleventh  Alabama,  and  private  Brundidge, 


of  the  Ninth  Alabama :  the  former  had  his  horse 
killed  at  Salem  Church. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Wilcox, 
Brig«dier-G«nertl,  ooianuuidiiig,  Ac. 

RKPOBT  OF  BRI6ADI£R-6£N£BAL  HETH. 

Hbadquartbbs.A.  p.  Hill's  Light  Drvisiox,  > 
lUy2S,1803.     ( 

To  Mqfor-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart: 

Gbkeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operations  of  the  several  com- 
mands imder  my  orders,  at  different  times,  in  the 
interval  between  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
until  the  termination  of  the  operations  at  Chancel- 
lorsviUe  on  the  third  of  May,  1863 : 

My  brigade  moved  firom  Hamilton's  Crossing 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  on  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  Whetl  within 
three  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  received  an  or- 
der from  Major-General  Hill  to  report  in  person 
to  him.  On  doing  so  I  was  ordered  to  take 
the  brigades  of  McGowan,  Lane,  and  my  own, 
and  advance  by  a  cross-road  leading  from  the 
plank  road  to  the  old  pike,  a  distance  of  one  and 
a  half  miles ;  on  reaching  the  old  pike,  to  feel  my 
way  and  advance  in  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville. When  I  reached  the  old  pike  I  found  Gen- 
eral McLaws,  with  a  portion  of  his  command, 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  where  I  struck  the 

{)ike.  On  advancing,  my  skirmishers  became  hot- 
y  engaged ;  and  as  it  bad  become  <;[uite  dark,  a 
farther  advance  was  not  made  that  mght.  Early 
in  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  open  with  a  bat- 
tery, under  the  immediate  charge  of  Major  Pe- 
^am,  upon  the  enemy's  position,  and  oonUnue  the 
firing  for  about  half  an  hour.  Our  fire  was  re- 
turned by  the  enemy.  Being  informed  by  Major 
Pegram  that  his  shot  were  aoing  the  enemy  no 
damage,  I  directed  him  to  cease  firing.  Soon 
after  I  received  orders  to  move  with  my  command, 
crossing  the  plank  road,  and  following  the  rest  of 
the  division.  General  Hill,  soon  after  passing  the 
old  fiimaoe,  directed  me  to  resume  command  of  my 
brigade.  On  reaching  a  position  in  rear  of  Chan- 
cellorsville, I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle 
on  General  Colston's  left.  General  Colston  ad- 
vanced his  line  before  the  formation  was  completed* 
and  rendered  a  compliance  with  the  order  impossi- 
ble. I  then  received  orders  to  form  on  General 
Pender's  left.  This  was  done.  I  also  received  orders 
to  go  to  the  support  of  any  general  officer  request- 
ing aid.  After  advancing  in  line  of  battle  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  on  &e  left  of  and  parallel  to 
the  plank  road,  I  received  a  message  fh>m  Biiga- 
dier-General  J.  H.  Jones  requesting  support  I 
put  my  brigade  in  motion  and  advanced,  passmg 
Melzie  Chancellor's  house,  and  entered  the  thicE 
oak  woods  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road.  On  en- 
tering these  woods  the  enemy  opened  upon  my 
command  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  doing  us  some 
damage.  It  was  now  beoominff  quite  dark.  The 
undergrowth  was  so  thick  and  entangled  that  it 
was  impossible  to  advance  in  any  order.  I  ordered 
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the  brigade  to  re-form  on  the  plank  road,  which 
had  scarcely  been  done  when  oraers  were  received 
from  General  Hill  to  moye  down  the  road  bv  the 
flank.  On  reaching  the  po«ition  in  the  road  oc- 
cupied by  General  Hill,  he  directed  me  to  deploy 
two  regiments,  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
advancing.  These  movements  had  not  been  com- 
pleted before  the  enemy  opened  heavily  upon  the 
Fifty-fifth  Virginia  regiment  It  was  here  that 
gallant  and  promising  officer,  Colonel  F.  Mallory, 
was  killed.  Soon  after,  General  Hill  informed 
me  that  he  was  wounded,  and  directed  me  to  take 
command  of  the  division.  General  Lane's  brigade, 
at  this  time,  was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  occupying  the  breastworks  from  which 
the  enemy  had  been  driven.  I  directed  General 
Pender  to  form  his  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  occup^ng  the  deserted  breast- 
works of  the  enemy.  Before  the  remaining  bri- 
gades could  be  placed  in  line  of  battle,  the  enemy, 
under  Sickles ,  adranced  and  attacked  General 
Lane's  right  He  was  handsomely  repulsed  by 
.  the  Fifteenth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Ciu^lina  regiments.  This 
attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  under  cover  of 
heavy  shelHng.  Ijiese  reffiments  behaved  with 
commendi^le  courage  ana  zeal  in  repelling  at 
least  ^re  times  their  numbers.  McGowan's 
brigade  was  now  ordered  on  Lane's  right,  and 
soon  after,  Archer's  brigade  on  McGowan's  right. 
Thomas's  brigade,  posted  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  on  Pender's  left  Heth's  brigade  was  held  as 
a  reserve.  In  this  position  the  division  remained 
until  just  after  daybreak,  when  Heth's  brigade  was 
ordered  up.  Two  regiments  —  the  Fortieth  and 
Fortj-seventh  Virginia  —  were  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  supporting  Lane  s  left ;  the  Fiftv- 
fifth  and  Twenty-second  Vir^nia  battalion  on  the 
left,  to  support  Pender's  right  Major-General 
Stuart  now  ordered  me  to  prepare  to  advance.  I 
ordered  Generals  McGowan  and  Archer  to  move 
forward,  as  the  line  formed  by  their  brigades  was 
not  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  but  inclined 
to  the  right  and  rear.  Archer's  brigade  only  ad- 
vanced a  short  distance,  before  it  became  hotly 
engaged,  the  enemy  being  strongly  posted  behind 
breastworks,  making  an  angle  with  the  plank  road. 
I  now  eave  the  order  for  a  general  advance.  The 
Kght  division  (A.  P.  Hill's)  forming  the  front  line, 
opened  the  battle  of  Chanoellorsville.  Generals 
Pender  and  Thomas,  on  the  left,  found  the  enemy 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush,  im- 
mediately in  their  front,  at  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  breastworks 
were  charged  and  camea,  the  men  never  hesitat- 
ing for  a  moment,  driving  the  enemy  before  them, 
and  pursuing  him  until  a  second  line  was  reached, 
which  was  in  like  manner  broken.  A  third  line 
of  the  enemy  was  now  encountered.  After  a  des- 
perate and  prolonged  fight  without  supports,  or  a 
piece  of  artillery  to  aidf  them,  but  on  their  part 
tubjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire  of  fi-om  ten  to 
twelve  pieces,  these  gallant  brigades  fell  back,  in 
order,  to  the  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  which  they  held  until  reen- 
forcements  were  brought  up,  when  again  the  at- 


tack was  renewed,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  this 
part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lane's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seveiuh  Virginia 
regiments,  (Heth's  brigade,)  ana  McGowan's  bri- 
saue  advanced  and  charged  the  enemy  behind  his 
breastworks,  who  was  supported  by  twentj-nine 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  body 
of  men  ever  being  subjected  to  a  more  galling 
fye  than  this  force.  The  brigades  of  Lane,  Mc- 
Gowan, and  a  portion  of  Heth's,  (Colonel  Brock- 
enbrough  commanding,)  notwithstandine,  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  works  and  held  them  for  some 
time,  but  were  finally  compelled  to  fall  back,  which 
was  unavoidable,  from  the  course  that  affairs  had 
assumed  on  the  right  of  the  line.  As  soon  as 
Archer's  brigade  commenced  to  move,  it  became 
hotly  engaged.  General  Archer  was  compelled 
to  conform  his  line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
which,  as  I  before  remarked,  in  his  front,  was  not 
perpendicular,  but  formed  a  considerable  angle 
witn  the  plank  road.  McGowan's  right  thus  be- 
came separated  from  Archer's  left,  and  the  inter- 
val increased  as  the  enemy  were  driven  before 
them,  until  McGowan  and  Lane  found  that  their 
right  flanks  were  seriously  threatened.  It  was 
not  until  this  occurred  that  these  two  brigades 
fell  back  to  the  line  of  works  from  which  they 
first  commenced  to  advance.  Many  valuable  offi- 
cers and  men  were  lost  in  the  charge,  and  especial- 
ly when  falling  back.  It  was  here  that  Ueneral 
McGowan  was  wounded,  the  command  of  his  bri- 
p^ade  devolving  on  Colonel  Edwards,  who  was, 
immediately  after  assuming  command,  seriously 
wounded.  The  command  of  McGowan's  brigade 
next  devolved  on  Colonel  Hamilton,  First  South 
Carolina  regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action.  General 
Archer  advanced  with  his  brigade,  conforming  his 
line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy.  He  charged 
the  works  in  his  front,  and  without  the  least  halt 
or  hesitation,  carried  them,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore him,  who  outnumbered  him  five  to  one.  Gen- 
eral Archer  succeeded  in  capturing  a  battery  of 
four  guns.  By  his  gallant  attack  ne  secured  the 
key  to  the  enemy's  position,  clearing  a  hill  and 
open  space  in  his  front,  and  thus  gaining  for  our 
artillei7  a  position,  from  which  they  were  enabled 
to  silence  the  twenty-nine  gun  batter)-  of  the  en- 
emy, which  had  inflicted  so  much  loss  upon  bur 
lines.  From  this  position  our  artillery  had  also  a 
raking  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  on  our  right 
General  Archer,  after  canning  the  hill  referred  to, 
advanced  beyond  the  open  space  and  attacked  the 
enemy  on  his  right  He  was  joined  by  Major- 
General  Anderson.  About  this  time  the  enemy 
threatened  to  turn  Thomas's  and  Pender's  left. 
Keenforcements  were  ordered  to  them,  among 
which,  McGowan's  brigade  (Colonel  Hamilton 
commanding)  formed  a  part.  As  soon  as  reen- 
forcements  reached  Peoaer  and  Thomas  a  general 
advance  took  place,  and,  aided  by  our  artillery, 
which  had  not  Seen  able  to  assist  us  in  any  pre- 
vious attack,  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  cleared, 
and  retreating  rapidly,  he  fell  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  United  States  Ford.  Thus  ended  the  bat- 
tle of  Chanoellorsville. 
Where  ail  behaved  so  well,  it  would  appear  like 
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unjust  discrimination  in  mentioning  individuals. 
Generals  Pender,  Archer,  and  Tljomas  deserve, 
for  their  successful  attacks,  to  he  specially  men- 
tioned, and  under  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
to  which  they  were  particularly  exposed,  no  offi- 
cers or  men  could  have  done  better  than  Generals 
Lane  and  McGowan  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough. 
The  light  division,  (A,  P.  Hill's,)  although  unfor- 
tunate!}' deprived  of  the  presence  of  then*  gallant 
commander,  showed  on  this  day  that  the  spirit 
with  which  he  had  inspired  them  by  success,  on  so 
many  battle-fields,  was  still  present ;  and  each  and 
all  did  their  duty.  A  list  of  kiUed  and  wounded 
has  been  furnished. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding,  that 
my  personal  staff,  Captains  Finney  and  Harrison, 
Lieutenants  Selden  and  Heth,  and  acting  engineer 
officer,  W.  0.  Slade,  deserve  my  thanks  for  their 
gallantry  and  coolness  on  all  occasions  during 
uie  battle. 

For  acts  of  individual  gallantry,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimen- 
tal commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Heth, 

Brl^dier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RODES. 

Hbadquartebs  D.  H.  Hill's  Divisioir,  i 
May  25, 1863.     ) 
Major  A.  8.  Pendleton : 

>Iajor:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  sub- 
joined report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engagement 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  movements  that  pre- 
ceded it,  by  the  division  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill,  then  under  my  command,  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Doles,  CJolquitt,  Iverson,  Kamseur,  and 
Kodes. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  April 
twenty-ninth,  it  being  announced  that  the  Federal 
army  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  River,  I 
marched  from  Grace  Church  to  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army,  extending  —  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad  —  to  Massaponax  Creek.  A  portion 
of  Ramseur^s  brigade  beinff  at  the  time  on  picket 
on. the  river,  he  was  ordered,  with  the  whole  of  his 
brigade,  to  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  creek, 
guarding  the  fora  near  its  mouth.  My  line  was 
strongly  and  rapidly  fortified  by  the  troops,  and 
held,  until  the  morning  of  the  first  May,  with- 
out molestation,  except  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  H.  Carter, 
of  the  artillery,  for  their  energy  and  judgment  in 
assisting  to  render  this  line  impregnable  to  assault 
Ramseur's  line  was  partially  exposed  to  an  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  heights  across  the  river,  but 
such  was  the  accuracy  of  the  &[e  of  the  Whitworth 
battery.  Lieutenant  Hurt  commanding,  stationed 
with  Ueneral  Ramseur,  that  their  batteries  were 
scattered,  and  their  attempts  in  this  direction  ren- 
dered unavailing. 

At  dawn,  on  May  fibrst,  my  troops  were  again 


in  motion,  advancing  from  Hamilton's  Crosslue, 
by  the  military  road,  to  its  junction  with  the  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Orange  dourt-House  plank  road, 
and  thence  up  the  plank  road,  for  about  two  miles. 
At  this  point  I  became  aware  of  a  serious  engage- 
ment on  my  right,  between  a  portion  of  the  troops 
of  Major-General  Anderson,  then  advancing  by 
the  old  turnpike,  and  Sikes's  division  of  regmars. 
Federal  army.  Being  in  advance  of  the  corps,  I 
continued  to  move  forward  for  about  half  a  mile, 
keeping  out  skirmishers  towards  the  enemy  to 

Erevent  annoyance.  The  firing  becoming  very 
eavy  and  close,  the  column  was  halted  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  General  Ramseur's  brigade  de- 
tached, by  his  order,  to  support  that  portion  of 
Anderson's  division,  which  was  in  front  of  my  di- 
vision. This  brigade  became  sharply  engaged 
under  Anderson,  behaving  with  great  coolness  and 
ffallantry,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  Generals 
Hill  and  Anderson.  Brieadier-General  Ramseur 
handled  his  own  skirmishers,  and  with  great  skill 
and  gallantry.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved  by 
the  nght  flank  to  the  ton  of  the  ridge  near  the  road, 
and  after  being  established  in  line  of  battle,  was 
directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  shelter 
itself  and  await  orders.  Subsequently  it  was  moved 
forward  into  the  woods,  but,  though  the  skirmish- 
ers became  engaged,  capturing  several  prisoners, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  retired  before  I 
was  permitted  to  advance.  Remaining  in  line  of 
battle  until  about  sunset,  the  division  then  resumed 
its  march  up  the  plank  road,  and  bivouacked  that 
night  near  AldricVs  tavern,  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  Chancellorsville. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  second,  • 
Iverson's  brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  Ram- 
seur's, still  on  duty  with  Andei-son,  in  front,  Iver- 
son subsequently  overtook  the  division  on  the 
march.  About  eight  o'clock  the  route  was  re- 
sumed, this  division  still  in  advance.  Turning 
short  to  the  left,  about  one  half  mile  beyond  Al- 
drich's,  we  followed  the  mine  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  on  the  right  and  in  rear  of  Uooker]s 
army.  On  arriving  at  the  old  furnace  on  this 
road,  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel 
Best,  was  detached  by  General  Jackson's  order, 
to  guard  a  road  from  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville, by  which  the  enemy  might  threaten  the  main 
column.  This  regiment,  wi3i  the  exception  of  the 
Colonel  and  a  few  men,  was  subsequently  captured 
by  the  enemy,  who  made  a  vigorous  assault  uoon 
the  ordnance  train  and  artillery  then  passing,  out 
were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown,  commanding  battalion  artillery.  Colonel 
Best's  report  of  the  maimer  in  which  his  regiment 
discharged  its  important  duty,  and  its  fate,  is  en- 
closed. A  court  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  was 
prevented  by  the  removal  of  Colquitt's  brigade,  to 
which  it  was  attached,  from  this  department  to 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

On  reaching  the  plank  road  again,  about  two 
miles  north-west  of  ChancellorsvUle,  our  cavalry 
was  found  skirmishing  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  delay  was  caused  by  an  endeavor  on  our 

Sart  to  entrap  them.   At  this  point,  it  having  been 
etermined  to  make  a  still  further  detour  towards 
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the  enemy's  rear,  the  column  was  moved  across 
to  the  old  turnpike  road,  and  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Chancellorsville.  The  line  was  formed 
perpendicular  to  tlie  road,  by  which  it  was  equally 
oinded.  Irerson's  brigade  on  the  left,  Colquitt  s 
on  the  right,  Rodes  on  the  left  centre,  Doles  on 
the  right  centre ;  the  right  of  Rodes  and  left  of 
Doles  resting  on  the  road.  Ramseur's  brigade 
was  placed  in  the  rear  of  Colquitt  as  a  support, 
and  to  guard  the  flank.  By  five  o'clock,  Trimble's 
division,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Colston,  had  formed  about  one  hundred  yards  in 
rear  of  my  command,  and  in  continuation  of  Ram- 
wur'g  line.  A.  P.  Hill's  division  formed  the  third 
line  in  rear  of  Colston.  Each  brigade  commander 
received  positive  instructions,  which  were  well  un- 
derstood. The  whole  line  was  to  push  ahead  from 
the  beginning,  keeping  the  road  for  its  guide.  The 
Dodtion  at  Taney's  house  was  to  be  carried  at  all 
Wards,  as,  from  the  best  information  that  could 
be  obtained,  it  commanded  the  second  position  of 
the  enemy  at  Melzie  Chancellor's  house.  After 
taking  the  heights  at  Talley's,  if  the  enemy  showed 
a  determined  front  on  tne  next  ridge,  mv  men 
were  to  be  sheltered  until  our  artillery  coula  come 
np  and  dislodge  them  —  under  no  other  circum- 
stances was  there  to  be  any  pause  in  the  advance. 
As  there  was  possibility  of  pressure  on  my  right 
flank,  Ramseur  was  directed  to  watch  that  flank 
carefully,  thus  leaving  Colquitt  free  to  push  ahead, 
without  fear  from  that  quarter.  For  similar  rea- 
sons, the  left  regiment  of  Iverson  was  placed  per- 
pendicular to  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  follow 
the  advance  bv  the  flank.  At  five  and  a  quarter 
f.  M.,  the  wora  was  given  to  move  forward,  the 
line  of  sharpshooters  being  about  four  hundred 
yards  in  advance.  In  conseouence  of  the  dense 
mass  of  undergrowth,  and  orders  not  having  been 
promptly  given  to  the  skirmishers  of  Rodes  s  bri- 
gade, some  little  delay  was  caused  when  the  main 
Hoe  reached  the  skirmishers'  line.  This  latter  was 
put  in  motion  again  by  my  order,  and,  soon  after, 
the  Alabama  bngade  encountered  the  fire  of  the 
'  enemy.  At  once  the  line  of  battle  rushed  forward 
with  a  veil,  and  Doles  at  this  moment  debouched 
from  the  woods  and  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  and  a  battery  of  two  guns  intrenched.  De- 
taching two  regiments  to  flank  the  position,  he 
charged  without  halting,  sweeping  everything  be- 
fore him,  and  pressing  on  to  lalle)''s,  gallantly 
carried  the  works  there,  and  captured  five  guns, 
by  a  similar  flank  movement  of  a  portion  of  his 
command.  So  complete  was  the  success  of  the 
whole  mancBuvre,  and  such  was  the  surprise  of  the 
enemy,  that  scarcely  any  organized  resistance  was 
met  wiUi  after  the  first  volley  was  fired.  They 
fled  in  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  the  field 
itrewn  with  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  cais- 
sons, and  field  pieces  in  every  direction.  The 
larger  portion  oi  his  force,  as  well  as  Intrench- 
ments,  were  drawn  up  at  right  angles  to  our  line, 
and  being  thus  taken  in  the  flank  and  rear,  they 
did  not  wait  for  the  attack.  On  reaching  the 
ridge  at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  which  had  an  ex- 
tended line  of  works  facing  in  our  direction,  an 
effort  was  made  to  check  the  flying  columns.  For 


a  few  moments  they  held  this  position,  but  once 
more  my  gallant  troops  dashea  at  them  with  a 
wild  shout,  and  firing  a  hasty  volley,  they  con- 
tinued their  headlong  flight  to  Chancellorsville. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  'nimble's  division,  which 
had  followed  closely  in  mj'  rear,  headed  by  the 
brave  and  accomplished  Colston,  went  over  the 
works  with  my  men,  and  from  this  time  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  the  two  divisions  were 
mingled  together  in  inextricable  confusion.  Push- 
ing lorward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  troops  soon 
entered  a  second  piece  of  woods  thickly  filled  with 
undergrowth.  The  right  becoming  entangled  in 
an  abatis  near  the  enemy's  first  hne  of  fortifica- 
tions, caused  the  line  to  nalt,  and  such  was  the 
confusion  and  darkness,  that  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  make  a  further  advance.  I  at  once 
sent  word  to  Lieutenant-General  Jackson,  urging 
him  to  push  forward  the  fresh  troops  of  the  reserve 
line,  in  order  that  mine  might  be  re-formed.  Rid- 
ing forward  on  the  plank  road,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  enemy  had  no  line  of  battle  between  our 
troops  and  the  heights  of  Chancellorsville,  and  on  • 
my  return,  inforAied  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  corps,  of  the  fact,  and  he  opened 
his  batteries  on  that  point.  The  enemy  instantly 
responded  by  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  silenced 
our  guns,  but  did  little  execution  on  the  infantry, 
as  it  was  mainly  directed  down  the  plank  road, 
which  was  uncovered,  except  by  our  artillerj'. 
When  the  fire  ceased.  General  HiU's  troops  were 
brought  up,  and  as  soon  as  a  portion  were  de- 
ployed in  my  front  as  skirmishers,  I  commenced 
withdrawing  my  men,  under  orders  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General. During  this  glorious  victory,  and 
pursuit  of  more  than  two  miles,  I  had  only  three 
brigades  really  engaged.  General  Colquitt,  soon 
after  starting,  was  misled  by  the  appearance  of  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  instructions  to  himself  and  General 
Ramseur,  halted  his  brigade  to  resist  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  an  attack  on  his  flank.  This  error 
was  discovered  too  late  to  enable  him  to  do  more 
than  follow  the  victorious  troops  of  Doles  over  the 
fleld  they  had  won.  Ramseur  being  ordered  to 
follow  Colquitt  and  watch  his  flank,  was  necessa- 
rily deprived  of  an  active  participation.  On  with- 
drawing my  troops,  I  was  directed  to  see  that 
Jones's  brigade,  of  Colston's  division,  was  so  placed 
as  to  guard  a  road  coming  in  from  the  direction 
of  the  furnace  on  the  right,  and  to  relieve,  with 
one  of  my  brigades,  McGowan's  brigade,  of  Hill's 
division,  then  guarding  a  second  road  from  the 
same  direction,  which  entered  the  plank  road  far- 
ther up.  Whilst  preparing  to  make  these  dispo- 
sitions, a  sudden  and  rapid  musketry  fire  was 
opened  in  front,  which  created  a  little  confusion 
among  the  troops  ;  order  was  speedily  restored, 
however.  Apparently,  this  firing  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  our  own  men,  as  not  a  ball  from  the 
enemy  came  within  sound.  There  being  no  other 
plaee  but  the  open  ground  at  Melzie  Chancellor's 
suitable  for  such  a  purpose,  I  withdrew  all  my 
troops,  except  Colquitt's  brigade,  then  on  guaru, 
to  re-form  them  at  that  point  Finding  the  in- 
trenchments  partially  occupied  by  Paxton's  bri- 
gade, I  formed  line  of  battle  in  connection  with 
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him.  At  this  time  the  enemy  opened  a  «imilar 
terrific  fire  of  artillery  to  that  which  had  taken 
place  just  before  my  withdrawal,  which  caused 
much  confusion  and  disorder,  rendering  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  place  guards  across  the  road  to  stop 
stragglers.  Shortly  after  this  occurrence  I  was 
informed  that  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Jackson  was 
wounded,  and  also  received  a  message  from  Major- 
General  Hill  that  he  likewise  was  disabled,  and 
that  the  command  of  the  corps  devolved  on  me. 
Without  loss  of  time  I  communicated  with  Briga- 
dier-Generals Heth  and  Colston,  commanding  re- 
spectively the  divisions  of  A.  P. 'Hill  and  Trimble, 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  re- 
^newal  of  the  attack  in  the  morning,  it  being  agreed 
*that  the  troops  were  not  in  condition  to  resume 
operations  that  night.  Just  at  this  time,  (about 
two  o'clock,)  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  our 
right,  but  being  feeble  in  its  character,  and 
promptly  met,  it  lasted  but  a  short  time.  Very 
soon  after,  Major-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  who  had 
^een  sent  for  by  Major  Pendleton,  A.  A.  general 
of  Lieuteuant-Ueneral  Jackson,  arrived  on  the 
ground  and  assumed  command.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state  that  I  yielded  the  command  to  Cfeneral 
Stuart,  not  because  I  thought  him  entitled  to  it, 
belonging,  as  he  does,  to  a  difierent  arm  of  the 
service,  —  nor  because  I  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  attack,  as  I 
had  already  made  the  necessary  arrangements  and 
they  remained  unchanged,  but  because,  from  the 
manner  in  which  I  had  been  informed  that  he  had 
been  sent  for,  I  inferred  that  General  Jackson  or 
General  Hill  had  instructed  Major  Pendleton  to 
place  him  in  command,  and  for  the  still  stronger 
reason  that  I  feared  that  the  information  that  the 
command  had  devolved  on  me,  unknown,  except 
to  my  own  immediate  troops,  would,  m  their 
shaken  condition,  be  likely  to  increase  the  demor- 
alization of  the  corps.  General  Stuart's  name  was 
well  and  very  favorably  known  to  the  army,  and 
would  tend,  I  hoped,  to  reestablish  confidence. 
I  }-ielded  because  I  was  satisfied  the  good  of  the 
service  demanded  it. 

On  the  morning  of  May  third,  being  the  rear 
division,  I  established  my  line  with  I^des's  and 
Iverson's  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
as  before,  Ramseur's  brifi;ade  on  the  right,  then 
Doles's,  and  finally  Colquitt,  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  attack  was  renewed  about  six  o'clock 
A.  M. ;  and  soon  after  I  received  orders  to  move 
forward,  which  I  promptly  obeyed,  first  giving 
directions  to  each  brigade  commander  to  push 
forward  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  and 
engage  him^  vigorously,  moving  over  friend  and 
foe  alike  if  in  tne  way.  At  the  moment  of  start- 
ing, our  cavalry  reported  a  strong  demonstration 
of  the  enemv  on  our  extreme  left,  and  Colquitt 
was  detached,  to  oppose  it.  He  was  subsequent- 
ly moved  to  the  extreme  right,  to  support  a  por- 
tion of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops,  ana  ultimately 
got  heavily  and  handsomely  engaged  on  the  leu 
of  my  division,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter.  On 
account  of  the  dense  forest,  the  undulating  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  and  the  want  of  an  adequate 
staff,  it  was  not  in  m)r  power,  during  the  subse- 
quent movements,  to  give  a  great  deal  of  personal 


attention  to  the  actions  of  any  of  my  commands, 
except  Rodes's  and  Ramseurs  brigades,   which 
were  next  to  the  road  ;  but  mv  orders   were 
faithfully  executed  by  each  brigade  commander. 
Moving  forward  steadily,  with  no  material  stop- 
page except    that   occasioned    by    the    tangled 
undergrowth,  Uiey  soon  encountered  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery.    Pressing  on,  they  soon  overtook  the 
second  line  of  battle,  then  at  a  halt,  except  the 
Stonewall  brigade,  which    was   moving  (under 
orders)  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  the  plank 
road.    I  ordered  Colonel  O'Neu  not  to  wait  on 
this  movement,  but  to  advance  his  brigade  over 
the  second  line.    At  this  moment  Colonel  O'Neil 
was  disabled  by  a  fi^agment  of  a  shell,  and  in  per- 
son I  made  his  riffht  regiment  (the  third  Ala- 
bama) press  forwai'd  through  the  troops,  and  sent 
a  stafi*^  officer  with  directions  to  Colonel  Hall, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command,  to  continue  his 
advance.    The  first  line  waa  in  turn  overtaken 
and  passed ;  but  the  confusion  arising  from  pass- 
ing the  two  lines  caused  the  two  regiments  on  the 
left  of  this  brigade  to  become  separated  from  the 
others.    These  two  moved  obliquely  to  the  right, 
uuder  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Hall, 
and  encountered  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
posted  behind  a  barricade  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  epaulements  on  the  heights.   At  this  juncture, 
a  portion  of  Iverson's  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
Pender's  troops,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Pender,  coming  up,  he*  or- 
dered them  «dl  forward.    The  enemv  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  barricade  ana  fall  back; 
and  pressing  on,  Colonel  Hall's  two  regiments,  — 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  —  together* 
with  the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiment, 
Colonel  Christie,  carried  the  heights  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  planting  their  flags  inside  the  works. 
In  this  charge  the    gallant   Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garvin,  of  the.Twentv-sixth  Alabama,  fell,  des- 
perately wounded,  inside  the  works.    In  the  mean 
time  the  residue  of  Rodes's,  Iverson's,  and  Pen- 
der's troops,  moving  forward,  to  the  left  of  Hall 
and  Christie,  were    met    and   repulsed  by  the 
enemy,  thus  leaving  the  flank  of  the  party  on  the 
heights  exposed  to  an  overwhelming  force.     They 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  behind  the  plank 
road,  with  loss  of  over  otoe  hundred  men,  and 
both  Alabama  fla^s.     A    second  line  of   battle 
having  been  assembled  along  the  log  breastwodLS 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  composed  of  parts  of  the 
Third,  Sixth,    and   Twenty-sixth   Alabama,    the 
Fifth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lee,  who  had  just  joined  it,  and  other  scattering 
troops,  I  ordered  it,  through  Major  Whiting,  to 
attack  —  moving  parallel  to  the  plank  road.  Hall 
immediately  attacked  the  epaulements  again  with 
his  two  regiments,  and  gallantly  carried  them; 
but  the  troops  just  mentioned,  who  had  attacked 
farther  to  the  left,  being  again  repulsed,  be  again 
fell,  back  to  the  breastworks.     Whilst  this  was 
transpiring  in  front,  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
in  force  on  my  left  and  rear.    This  attack  was 
met  by  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  Colonel  Pickens, 
Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth  Alabama,  with  a 
small  portion  of  hin  rMziment,  and  some  troops  of 
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Nichols's  brigade,  skilfully  placed  by  General 
Iverson,  and  sustained  against  fearful  odds,  until 
I  ordered  up  Colquitt's  brigade,  which  quickly 
and  handsomely  repulsed  it.  The  enemjr  being 
repulsed  decideidly  here,  barely  holding  his  own 
in  the  left  centre,  and  compelled,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  artillery  fire  from  the  riffht,  to  aban- 
don the  epaulements,  withdrew  all  his  forces  to 
the  hiU  back^of  the  Chancellorsville  house.  The 
fighting  on  the  centre  and  left  was  of  a  most 
d^perate  character,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
many  Taluable  officers,  among  them,  and  most  to 
be  regretted,  was  Major  A.  M.  Gordon,  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  a  voung  officer  of  great  promise, 
and  great  purity  of  character. 

General  Pender,  speaking  of  the  first  advance 
of  my  troops,  stated  to  me  that  Colonel  Christie 
and  his  regiment,  which  he  handled  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  especially  attracted  his  attention,  and 
that  the  Colonel  deserved  promotion.  Whilst 
these  movements  were  taking  place  on  the  left, 
Kamseur  and  Doles  pushed  forward  on  the  risht, 
passed  the  first  line  of  intrenchments,  which  had 
dready  been  carried,  passed  the  first  and  second 
lines  of  our  troops,  and  became  fiercely  engaged. 
Doles  deflecting  to  the  right,  passed  up  a  ravine 
behind  the  graveyard  on  Chancellor's  hill,  and 
finally  came  out  in  the  field  nearly  opposite  the 
house,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  as  he  ad- 
vanced, and  actually  getting  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear,  as  well  of  those  troops  opposing 
the  rest  of  my  division  as  of  those  opposing 
General  Anderson's  division.  Subsequently  he 
was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  and  was  oirected  by 
Qeneral  Lee  to  take  charge  of  a  large  body  of 
prisoners.  Ramaeor,  after  vainly  ur^g  the 
troops  m  possession  of  the  first  line  of  mtrench- 
ments  to  move  forward,  obtained  permission  to 
pass  them,  and,  dashing  over  the  works,  chared 
the  second  intrenched  line  in  the  most  brilliant 
style.  The  struggle  at  this  point  dsras  long  and 
obstinate ;  but  the  charge  on  toe  left  of  the  plank 
road  at  this  time  caused  the  enemy  to  give  way 
on  his  left ;  and  this,  combined  with  the  unflinch- 
ing determination  of  his  men,  carried  the  day, 
and  gave  him  possession  of  the  works.  Not  be- 
ing supported,  ne  was  exposed  still  to  a  galling 
fire  from  the  right,  with  great  danger  of  being 
flanked.  Notwiuistandin^  repeated  efibrts  made 
by  him,  and  by  myself  m  person,  none  of  the 
troops  in  his  rear  would  move  up  until  the  old 
Stonewall  brigade  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
gallantly  advanced,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment.  Colonel 
Parker,  of  Ramfieur's  brigade,  which  had  been 
detached  to  support  a  battery,  and  was  now  on 
its  return.  Occupying  the  works  on  the  ri^ht  of 
Bamseur,  and  thus  relieving  him,  when  }us  am- 
mnnition  was  nearly  exhausted,  the  Stonewall 
Invade  pushed  on,  and  carried  the  Chancellors- 
ville  heights,  making  the  third  time  they  were 
captured.  They,  in  turn,  were  forced  to  fall 
back,  but  recaptured  several  of  the  prisoners, 
ftnd  one  of  the  flags  taken  from  Colonel  Hall. 

At  this  juncture,  lieutenant-Colonel  Carter, 
who  had  behaved  with  signal  courage  and  judg- 


ment during  the  whole  action,  succeeded,  in  con- 
junction with  Major  Pegram,  in  getting  several 
batteries  in  position  in  a  field  to  the  right,  which 
opened  with  such  precision  and  rapidity  on  such 
or  the  enemy's  batteries  and  troops  as  remained 
on  the  plain  of  ChancellorsviUe  as  finally  to 
drive  them  back  in  utter  confusion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hillary  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  a  most 
accomplished  officer,  had,  however,  before  this, 
placed  ten  guns  near  the  plank  road  and  on  the 
nearest  ridge  to  the  enemy  s  epaulements,  which 
had  fired  with  marked  success  on  the  artillery 
stationed  at  the  Chancellor  house  and  on  the  re- 
treating troops.  As  soon  as  our  artillery  fire 
would  permit,  the  heights  were  occupied  by  the 
infantry,  and,  by  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  took 
charge  of  arranging  all  the  troops  found  on  the 
field  in  line  of  battle,  parallel  to  the  plank  road. 
The  earliest  troops  on  the  ground  wer^  Colonel 
Brockenbrough's  and  another  Virginia  regiment, 
belonging,  I  think,  to  the  same  brigade.  These 
were  subseauently  withdrawn,  and  my  troops 
located  as  rollows:  Iverson's  brigade  on  right, 
extending  from  the  Chancellorsville  house  up  the 
plank  road;  next,  Rodes's  brigade,  then  Kam- 
seur's  brigade,  and  finally,  Doles's  brigade,  all 
parallel  and  dose  to  the  road.  Doles  was  sub- 
sequently thrown  across  the  road,  and  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees  with  it,  connecting  with  Gen- 
eral Pender,  by  whom  this  line  was  continued  on 
to  the  left  Colston's  division,  now  attached  to 
my  command,  was  located  on  the  turnpike  road, 
to  the  right,  and  in  continuation  of  my  line.  Col- 
quitt's brigade  was  placed  en  echelon  with  refer- 
ence both  to  Iverson  and  Colston,  and  one 
hundred  yards  in  rear,  to  enable  our  artillery  to 
operate  in  pie  interval.  This  position  was  strong^- 
ly  fortified,  and  was  held  without  molestation  until 
Tuesdav  morning,  when  I  pushed  forward  my 
whole  Ime  of  skirmishers  to  reel  the  enemv.  He 
was  discovered  to  be  in  very  great  force,  both  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  with  formidable  intrench- 
ments. 

Early  on  Wednesday  morning  my  outposts 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  I  again 
threw  forward  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the 
entire  force  had  retreated  during  the  night.  Fol- 
lowing them  in  person,  with  a  few  troops,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  successfully  crossed  the 
river,  availing  themselves  of  the  very  severe  storm 
and  darkness  of  the  previous  night  The  line  of 
their  retreat  was  marked  by  every  evidence  of  a 
careful  and  well-conducted  march,  but  little  public 
or  private  property,  except  such  as  was  necessary 
for  hospital  purposes,  being  left  behind. 

On  the  evening  of  We<£iesday,  May  sixth,  my 
colunra  was  agam  in  motion,  and  camped  that 
night  in  their  old  quarters  near  Grace  Church, 
having  been  absent  eight  days,  participating  in  the 
achievement  of  a  signal  victory^  capturing  fiHeen 
pieces  of  artillery,  ten  flags,  seventy-five  thousand 
rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  and  four  bushels 
of  musket-caps  from  the  enemy.  The  small 
arms,  ammunition,  and  the  caps  afterwards  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Major  Allen,  corps  ordnance 
officer,  and  Captain  Marye,  ordnance  officer  of 
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Colston's  division.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
the  enemy  abandoned  such  a  large  number  of 
knapsacks  in  retreating  to  his  works,  that  when 
this  division  began  its  homeward  march  in  the 
rain  it  was  thoroughly  equipped  with  oU-doths 
and  shelter-tents  of  the  best  quality. 

The  division  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  especially  on  the  second  day.  The 
conduct  of  its  men  and  officers  was  such  as  to 
win  the  highest  encomiums  from  General  Jack- 
son, and  such  as  had  been  rarely  equalled.  Its 
laurels  were  dearlv  bought,  however,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  tabular  statement  of  killed  and 
wounded  herewith  filed,  marked  *'  A."  I  do  not 
think  the  enemy's  loss  was  as  great  as  ours,  as 
he  fought  us  ffenerally  from  behind  his  barricades 
and  earthworks ;  still  it  was  heavy. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  them,  and  for  future  ref- 
erence, the  names  of  all  the  officera  who  partici- 
pated in  the  engagement  are  presented  in  the 
appendices  to  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
The  general,  field,  and  staff  officers  who  were 
present  are  herewith  presented  in  appendix  "  6." 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  withm  reasonable 
limits,  to  mention  all  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  distinguished  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  at  thifr  battle.  It  is,  however,  my  duty 
to  call  attention  to  the  greait  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency in  this  action  of  Brigadier-Generals  Doles 
and  Kamseur,  Colonel  Edward  Willis,  Twelfth 
Georgia ;  Colonel  Cooke,  Fourth  Georgia,  severe- 
ly wounded;  Colonel  Hall,  Fifth  Alabama; 
Colonel  Christie,  Twentv-third  North  Carolina; 
Colonel  Pickens,  Twelfth  Alabama ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  !J.  N.  Lea,  Fifth  North  Carolina ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hobson,  Fifth  Alabama,  severely 
wounded ;  Colonel  Garrett,  of  the  Fifth  North 
Carolina,  (who  had  behaved  most  gallantly  on  I 


the  first  day,  and  was  unfortunately  wounded  by 
one  of  our  own  men  after  the  close  of  that  day's 
fight;  Colonel  Parker,  Thirtieth  North  Carolina; 
Colonel  R.  T.  Bennett,  Fourteenth  North  Caro- 
lina; Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  of 
Rodes's  brigade ;  Captain  Green  Peyton,  of  my 
sta£f^  and  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  signal  corps. 
The  last  named  officer  was  remantable  among  all 
these  brave  and  accomplished  officers  for  his  dar- 
ing coolness  and  efficiency. 

Colonel  O'Neal,  commanding  Rodes's  brigade, 
deserves  specisd  notice  for  his  ffallantiy. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Colonel  W.  E.  Cox, 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina,  was  wounded  re- 
peatedly before  he  left  the  field.  All  of  the  other 
officers  did  their  duty  nobly,  but  those  I  have 
mentioned  came  under  my  own  notice,  or  were  so 
spoken*  of  by  competent  persons,  as  to  make  it  my 
duty  to  mention  tnem  in  this  manner. 

My  staff  officers.  Captain  Green  Peyton,  and 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolpn,  have  been  mentioned 
for  their  meritorious  conduct  Their  duties  vere 
more  than  usually  arduous  during  the  action,  and 
were  nobly  discharged. 

Mr.  Ed.  O'Neal,  volunteer  aid,  a  youth  under 
eighteen,  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  I  am  under 
great  obligations  to  him. 

Four  of  my  couriers,  C.  S.  Ellis,  company  "B," 
Fourth  Georgia;  Gilliam  James,  company  "D," 

Fifth  Alabama ;  ■'  — — ,  and —^ 

of  Stuart's  cavalry,  (Fita  Lee's  brigade,)  were  of 
preat  service  to  me  during  the  battle,  and  exhib- 
ited great  courage  and  intelligence.  Both  of  the 
former  deserve  promotion  for  their  conduct. 

Enclofifed  will  be  found  reports  of  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders.         Respectfully, 

R.  E.  RoDES, 
Brigtdier-^General,  oommanding  Divisioa. 


APPENDIX 


Strength  and  Casualtiei  of  the  Brigades  of  D.  H.  HiU^a  Divinon,  commanded  by  Brigadier' 
(ieneral  Bodes,  in  BatUe  of  GhcmceUorsmlle, 
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12 
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167 

816 

Colquitt's,* . 

130 
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.  • 

9 

8 
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28 

2&4. 

W 

678 

7873 

30 

367 

148 

1718 

59 

664 

2976 

*  This  estimate  of  the  strength  of  this  brigade  is  not  aoeuratc,  as  the  brigade  was  transferred  to  Xorth  Carolina 
soon  after  the  battle,  and  left  no  data  firom  which  we  can  get  the  exact  estimate. 

R  E.  RODES, 
Brigadier-Ctoneral,  oommanding  Diriatoo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


D0CITBIENT8, 


805 


BSFOBT  OF  CX)LOinEL  0>NBAL. 

Heaoquartbrs  Rodes's  Brioadb,    I 
Saktsi,  Cabounb  Countt,  Va.,  Mmj  13, 1863.  t 

Captain  O.  Peyton^  A,  J.  G, : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  Rodes's  brigade  during;  the  eight  days' 
campaign,  commencing  on  the  twenty-ninth  April 
and  ending  on  the  sixth  May,  1863.  Early  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth  April  I  re- 
eeiTed  orders  to  hold  the  brigade  in  readiness  to 
moTe  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  the  brigade  was  formed  on  the  road,  the 
right  resting  on  Round  Oak  Church.  Thence, 
mer  a  short  delay,  we  moved  to  Hamilton's 
pressing.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle,  in  a  skirt  of  pine  woods,  about 
one  m9e  to  the  right  of  the  radroad  and  just  in 
rear  of  our  works.  The  brigade  rested  here  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  day  and  until  three  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  the 
bripde  to  the  right,  about  half  a  mile,  and  place 
it  in  tie  intrenchments  —  the  right  resting  on 
Massaponax  Creek  and  the  Ifft  on  the  Bowling 
Green  road.  During  the  dav  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries across  the  river  shellea  a  portion  of  the 
line, — the  Third  and  Sixth  Alabama  regiments, — 
bat,  being  protected  by  the  earthworks  and  the 
hill,  no  damage  was  done.  At  three  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  May,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  left  in  front,  and 
thence  to  the  plank  road,  some  seven  or  eight 
raOes,  where  I  vras  ordered  to  prepare  for  imme- 
diate action,  to  support  the  forces  of  General  An- 
derson, who  were  engaging  the  enemy.  Being 
m  rear  of  General  Colquitt's  brigade,  I  was  directed 
to  connect  wiUi  him  and  move  as  he  moved.  At 
this  point  the  men  were  ordered  to  take  off  and 
pOe  their  knapsacks,  and,  forming  by  the  rear 
rank,  I  moved  the  brigade  across  an  open  field  to 
a  public  road,  and  then  down  it  about  one  mile, 
where  we  rested  in  a  wood  till  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  received  orders  to  march  back  to  the  plami 
road,  and  after  reaching  it,  to  halt  the  brigade  and 
send  back  for  the  knapsacks.  Having  obtained 
the  ba^|;age,  I  moved  down  the  plank  road  about 
two  nmes  and  bivouacked  for  tne  night  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  second  of  May  the  brigade 
was  moved  forward  on  the  plank  road  about  one 
mile,  and  thence  taking  a  road  to  the  left,  passed 
the  furnace  and  formed  in  line'  of  battle,  after  a 
march  of  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  beyond  the  turn- 
pike road,  just  above  its  junction  with  the  plank 
road,  and  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was 
formed  perpendieidar  to  the  road  and  on  the  left 
of  it,  with  the  right  regiment,  the  Third  Alabama, 
resting  on  the  road  and  connecting  with  General 
Doles's,  which  was  on  the  right  of  uie  road.  About 
half  after  five  o'clock  the  order  to  advance  was 
given,  and  verv  soon  die  corps  of  sharpshooters, 
vnder  Major  Blackford,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  were 
engaged  with  the  enemv's  pickets.  The  brigade 
moved  rapidly  and  steaafly  forward,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  engaged,  delivering  a  regular  and 
telling  fire.    We  drove  the  enemy  firom  his  first 
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line  of  breastworks,  and,  pursuing  him  with  spirit 
and  rapidity,  soon  came  upon  his  second  line  of 
works,  which  were  carried  after  only  a  moment's 
delay.  At  this  time  the  enemas  batteries  poured 
upon  us,  especially  the  right  wing,  the  Third  and 
;  Sixth  Alabfuna  regiments,  a  shower  of  gr&pe  and 
I  canister*  Still  advancing,  we  continued  to  drive 
'  the  enemy  before  us  and  passed  to  his  third  line, 
consisting  of  log  works,  which  were  immediately 
'  carried  —  the  enemy  giving  only  one  volley  before 
I  he  fied.  Darkness  coming  on,  the  pursuit  was 
i  discontinued.  In  this  short  space  of  time  we 
I  drove  the  enemy  before  us  about  two  miles,  and 
f^m  three  breastworks  and  two  abatis.  We 
captured  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners. 
Captain  W.  T.  Renfix>,  commanding  the  right 
wing  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  after  Colonel  Hobson 
had  been  wounded,  brought  in  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth 
Alabama,  one  hundred  and  five.  Among  the 
prisoners  was  Colonel  Packer,  Fifth  Connecticut, 
and  several  other  officers.  We  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  part  of  a  fourth  piece, 
which  was  claimed  by  another  brigade.  We  also 
captured  a  lot  of  ammunition  and  a  quantity  of 
small  arms.  The  Third  Alabama  captured  and 
have  now  in  possession  two  stands  of  Federal 
artillery  colors,  and  the  Sixth  Alabama  captured 
one  battery  fiag.  Being  with  the  brigade  through- 
out this  brilliant  charge,  I  can  personally  bear 
witness  to  the  eaUant  bearing  of  the  officers,  and 
the  daring,  dasning  courage  of  the  men.  In  this 
connection,  permit  me  afio  to  state  the  order, 
regularity,  and  precision  with  which  the  several 
regimental  commanders  moved  and  handled  their 
commands  throughout  this  charge.  The  Third 
Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Bonham, 
Chester,  and  Phelan,  was  ordered  to  move  along 
the  road  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  was  the 
battalion  of  direction ;  and  the  other  regiments  — 
the  Sixth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lightfoot  and 
Maior  Gordon ;  the  Twelfth,  under  Colonel  Pickens 
and  Captain  Proskauer ;  the  Twenty-sixdi,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Garvin  and*Major  Bryan,  and 
the  Fifth,  under  Colonel  Hall  and  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hobson — moved  in  line  of  battle  witit 
this  regiment,  and,  although  passing  through  a 
dense  and  "tangled  forest^  for  a  mde,  aU  the 
regiments  were  connected  and  moved  in  a  regular 
unoroken  line,  the  officers  exhibiting  the  greatest 
coolness  and  daring,  cheering  on  their  men  by  both 
voice  and  example.  In  this  charge.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  £.  L.  Hobson  was  wounded,  while  gal- 
lantly rushing  in  front  of  his  men,  near  the  enemy's 
second  line  of  woriu.  Major  Bryan,  Twenty- 
sixth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded,  near  the  same 
place  and  about  the  same  time,  while  bravelv  per- 
forming his  duties.  Captain  Watkins  Pneian, 
who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, was  also  wounded  in  this  charge.  He, 
with  Captain  Bonham,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, *and  Captain  Chester,  who  commanded  the 
right  wing  of  the  Third  Alabama,  acted  most  gal- 
lantlv,  and  led  their  regiment  with  great  success, 
and  It  is  but  simple  justice  to  say  that  each  regi- 
ment did  its  whole  duty.    As  soon  as  the  nignt 
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put  an  end  to  the  pursuit  I  formed  the  brigade, 
and  having  had  ammunition  issued  to  the  qaen,  I 
reported  to  the  Brigadier-Oeneral  commanding 
division  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  to  move  to 
the  earthworks  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  second 
line  we  had  carried,  and  to  relieve  General  Paxton, 
which  was  done,  and  there  we  rested  for  the  night. 
About  six  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  the  third  of 
M&y,  I  received  orders  to  advance,  the  brigade 
being  in  the  third  or  reserve  line  of  battle*  We 
moved  forward,  under  heavy  shelling,  in  an  open 
field,  and  then  through  a  aense  wood  for  about 
one  mile,  when  we  came  up  with  our  second  line 
of  battle  and  passed  through  it  I  inauired,  as 
we  passed,  whose  brigade,  and  was  informed  it 
was  General  Paxton's.  We  continued  to  move 
forward  until  we  came  to  some  other  troops,  where 
I  ordered  a  halt,  and  found  Uiat  the  Third  Ala- 
bama had  lapped  over  and  got  in  front  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  the  regiment  immediately  on  its 
left  While  rectifying  tne  line,  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  ro(&  up  and  ordered  me  to  the 
road  with  him,  and,  explaining  to  me  the  position  of 
the  forces  on  my  right,  and  the  direction  I  was  to 
pursue,  ordered  me  to  push  forward  over  our  first 
line  of  battle,  and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Chan- 
cellor's hill.  In  company  with  Major  Whiting, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  I  immediately  started 
on  a  run  for  the  centre  of  the  brigade  to  execute 
this  order,  and  when  near  the  centre,  was  stricken 
down  by  the  fuse  of  a  shell,  which  disabled  me 
for  the  balance  of  the  day.  I  directed  Major 
Whiting  to  move  the  brigaae  forward,  and  to  m- 
form  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  that  the 
command  devolved  on  him.  Colonel  Hall  was, 
at  the  time,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  with 
his  regiment  The  brigade  moved  forward  under 
a  most  terrific  storm  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  and,  for  what  took  place  afterwards  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
tiall,  who  so  bravely  led  it,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Pickens,  who  so  gallantly  resisted  the  advance  on 
our  left,  and  ask  that  their  reports  may  be  taken 
and  considered  a  part  of  this.  In  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  report  what 
standards  were  captured  and  which  lost,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  the  colors  of  the  Fifth 
Alabama  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy 
in  the  attack  upon  the  intrenchments  at  Chancel- 
lor's house,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant. 
This  regiment,  supported  by  only  a  portion  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  four  companies  of 
Iverson's  brigade,  were  the  first  to  charge  and 
carry  the  enemy's  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  epaulements  which 
commanded  the  plank  road,  this  regiment  moved 
forward  in  the  charge  considerably  in  advance  of 
the  right,  and,  being  unsupported  by  the  brigade 
on  its  left,  had  its  left  flank  turned  by  a  su- 
perior force,  and  was  forced  to  retire  from  the 
works.  In  doii^  so  the  color-bearer  was  wounded, 
and  with  the  colors  and  over  a  hundred  of  its  men 
were  surrounded  and  captured.  Retiring  only  to 
the  plank  road,  this  regiment  again  chained  and 
took  these  works  without  support,  and  a  second 
time  had  to  retire  before  supenor  numbers.    Cap- 


tured in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  in- 
trenchments, and  some  time  before  any  other 
troops  reached  that  point,  the  loss  of  their  flag  is 
one  of  the  highest  evidences  of  the  gaUstnt  and 
daring  services  rendered  by  the  Fifth  Alabama  r^- 
ment  m  the  action  of  that  day.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  calling  special  notice  to  that  assidu- 
ous attention  to  every  duty,  and  that  calm  courage, 
coolness,  and  self-possession  exhibited  under  all 
circumstances  during  these  trying  days,  by  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  assistant  adiutant-generai,  and 
most  respectftuly  recommend  him  to  the  com- 
manding General  for  promotion.  He  was  inval- 
uable to  me  througluMit  the  two  engagements  of 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  I  am  also  greaUy  indebted 
to  Adjutants  Pickett  and  Moore,  of  the  Third  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  regiments,  who  acted  as 
Aids,  for  valuable  services  in  fearlessly  carrying 
and  delivering  orders.  The  Brigade  Inspector, 
Lieutenant  Partridge,  was  ener^tic  and  untiring 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  rendered 
efficient  aid.  I  desire  also  to  mention  Mr.  Webb 
Woodruff  and  Mr.  Bittenhouse  Moore,  who  were 
with  me  and  did  good  service.  Enclosed  you  will 
find  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  to 
which  I  call  special  attention.  Also,  lists  of  casu- 
alties. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Edwabd  a.  O'Neal, 
Colonel,  oommAnding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL. 

Hbadquabtbrs  Fifth  Alabama  RBoiMEirr,  > 
Santbe,  Caroline  Coumtt,  Vibouiia,  May  8, 1803.  { 

Captain  H.  A.  WhUing,  A.  A.  O.,  Eodes's  Bri- 
gade: 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  Hodes*s  brigade  while 
under  my  command,  in  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  of  the  third  instant : 

About  six  o'clock  A.  H.,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  the  third  or  rear  line  of  battle,  and  moved  for- 
ward imder  the  command  of  Colonel  0*NeaL 
Proceeding  about  a  mile,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell,  we  passed  the  second  line  of  battle.  Here 
Colonel  O'Neal,  who  had  so  gallantly  led  us,  was 
wounded,   and    this    unfortunate    circumstance 

E laced  me  in  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon  we 
ad  overtaken  the  first  line  of  battle,  which  was 
moving  by  the  right  and  left  flanks.  At  this 
point  tne  brigade  was  separated,  part  of  the  Third 
and  Sixth,  and  all  of  the  Twelftn  Alabama  regi- 
ments foUowing  the  troops  moving  by  the  left 
fiank,  and  part  of  the  Sixtn,  all  of  the  Fifth  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  following  those  moving  by 
the  right  flank ;  this,  owing  to  the  dense  forest, 
was  not  discovered  at  the  time.  I  had  just  as- 
sumed command,  and  had  not  time  to  pass  to  the 
centre  of  the  brigade  before  troops  were  seen  in 
my  front.  Believing  them  to  oe  our  men,  I 
ordered  my  command  to  cease  firing  and  move  on, 
and  soon  saw  from  his  killed  and  wounded  that 
it  was  the  enemy.  The  command  was  pressed 
rapidly  forward,  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  shell. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


307 


grape,  and  musketry,  to  the  branch  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  earthworks  on  Chancellor's  hill.  See- 
ing strong  batteries  on  the  hill,  supported  by 
heavy  columns  of  infantry,  I  halted,  and,  shelter- 
ing the  men  as  much  as  possible,  ordered  them 
to  fire  on  the  men  in  the  works  on  the  hill, 
particularly  at  the  cannoneers.  So  heavy  was 
our  fire  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  gun- 
ners could  be  kept  at  their  pieces,  and  his  fire 
soon  sensibly  slackened;  this  fire  was  kept  up 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  During  this  time, 
Captain  Whiting,  A.  A.  general,  went  back  to 
bnng  forward  uie  balance  of  the  brigade,  fi'om 
which,  it  was  here  discovered,  we  were  separated. 
Very  soon  after  halting  a  battery  opened  on  my 
left,  completely  enfilading  my  entire  line,  but 
owinff  to  our  position  most  of  the  shot  passed 
hanmessly  over  head.  I  again  sent  back  the 
order  to  bring  up  the  remainder  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  not  found.  The  battery  on  my  left 
continuing  its  enfilading  fire,  and  heavy  volleys  of 
musketry  showing  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  strong 
force,  I  sent  notice  to  the  division  commander, 
that  unless  they  were  pressed  on  my  left  my 
flank  would  be  turned,  and  I  could  not  hold  my 
position.  Just  after  sendmg  this  message  I  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  in  the  works  on  the  hill 
were  in  some  confusion,  when  I  ordered  a  charge, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  part  of  my  com- 
mand. The  works  were  soon  in  my  possession, 
together  with  a  battery  of  five  pieces,  the  enemy 
having  fled  with  the  rest  of  his  guns.  The  colors 
of  the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  were 
planted  in  a  short  distance  of  each  other  on  the 
works.  The  works  were  carried  about  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.  by  these  two  regiments,  and  a  small  part  of 
the  Sixth,  which  had  become  separated  from  their 
regiment.  Noticing  at  this  time  that  all  the  men 
had  not  moved  forward  at  the  order  to  charge,  I 
returned  to  the  branch,  and  again  ordered  tnem 
forward,  which  command  was  promptly  obeyed. 
While  hurryine  them  forward,  I  noticed  a  body 
of  men  on  my  left  running.  I  called  to  an  officer 
then  passing,  asking  him  what  that  meant,  and 
who  those  men  were.  He  stated  that  they  be- 
longed to  a  brigade  which  I  knew  to  be  on  my 
left,  and  that  "  the  d — d  scoundrels  would  not 
fight."  I  pointed  to  the  works,  telling  him  that 
my  men  held  them,  and  called  on  him  to  assist 
me  in  rallying  his  men  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  enemy,  then  advancing  on  my  left;  and  rear. 
The  men  could  not  be  rallied.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued to  advance,  unopposed,  and,  gaining  my 
rear,  compelled  me  to  evacuate  the  works  which  I 
had  just  captured.  This  was  done,  with  a  heavy 
loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Most  of 
the  command  who  escaped  rallied  and  returned 
with  other  troops,  who  afterwards  captured  the 
same  works,  ana  these  troops  were  driven  from 
the  works  by  a  column  flanking  them  on  the  left 
and  rear,  as  I  had  been  driven  some  time  before. 
After  this  I  was  ordered  to  rally  my  command, 
and  move  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  troops 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  Afterwards  the  bri- 
gade was  lormed  in  line  of  battle  at  Chancellors- 


ville,  where  it  remained  until  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river,  when  we  returned  to  our  old  encamp- 
ment, on  the  night  of  the  sixth  instant ;  having 
been  absent  marching  and  fighting  for  eight  days. 

In  this  report,  I  have  only  mentioned  the  Fifth, 
Twenty-sixtn,  and  part  of  the  Sixth  Alabama  regi- 
ments, because  these  were  the  only  troops  of  the 
brigade  under  my  immediate  command  during  the 
battle.  For  the  part  taken  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  in  this  ever  memorable  engage- 
ment, you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  un- 
der whose  gallant  leadership  they  so  heroically 
fought. 

Justice  demands  that  I  should  mention  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Garvin,  commanding  the  Twentv- 
sixth,  and  Captain  Renfro,  commanding  the  Fifth 
Alabama,  who  were  both  severely,  if  not  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  their  regiments, 
and  giring  the  highest  evidence  of  their  coolness 
and  skill,  which  should  ever  characterize  the  true 
soldier. 

To  the  cool  and  undau4ted  courage  of  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  I  feel  greatly  indebted 
for  the  success  attending  my  attack  on  the  works 
on  Chancellor's  hill.  If  skill  as  an  oflRcer  and 
gallantry  in  action  entitle  any  man  to  promotion, 
Major  Whiting  truly  deserves  it 

For  individual  acts  of  courage,  and  the  casual- 
ties of  the  battle,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hall, 

Colonel,  oommandlng  Brig^ade. 

BBPORT  OF  COLONBL  HAMILTON. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  i 
Division,  Camp  Gregg,  May  20, 1863.    S 

Captain  i?.  ff,  Finney,  A.  A,  Oeneral : 

Captain  :  In  conseouence  of  the  wounding  of 
Brigadier-General  McGowan  and  Colonel  O.  E. 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, earlv  in  the  day,  on  the  third  instant,  I 
found  myself  in  command  of  this  brigade.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the 
movements  of  the  brigade  on  the  march,  as  I 
have  already,  in  giving  a  report  as  regimental 
commander,  detailed  those  of  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  which  will  cover  those  of  the 
brigade  previous  to  our  reaching  the  enemv,  in 
rear  of  their  line  of  works  beyond  Chancellors- 
ville.  At  sunset,  second  instant,  we  reached  that 
part  of  the  field  which  had  been  cleared  by  Brig- 
adier-General  Rodes,  scattering  the  enemy  in  every 
direction ;  passing  beyond,  we  were  drawn  up  in 
line,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  McGowan,  on  • 
the  plank  road,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers  being  deployed  and  covering 
our  front  as  skirmishers.  Here  we  were  subjected 
to  a  heavy  fire  of  shells,  which  was  annoying,  but 
did  not  do  us  a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  re- 
maining here  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  orders 
were  given  for  an  advance  of  the  brigade.  Thir- 
teenth South  Carolina  volunteers  on  the  right, 
First  South  Carolina  volunteers  next  to  the  rifle 
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regiment  (Orr's)  on  the  left»  directing  battalion. 
The  attempt  was  made,  but  either  in  consequence 
of  the  impossibib'ty  of  advancing  through  a  thick 
and  almost  impenetrable  pine  tmcket,  or  from  a 
change  of  orders,  the  order  was  countermanded. 
At  twelye  o'clock  (midnight)  the  brigade  marched 
to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  breastworksi 
with  jBr^^adier-Oeneral  Lane  on  our  left,  and  Brig- 
adfer-Oeneral  Archer  on  our  right  At  sunrise 
the  advance  was  commenced,  the  brigade,  how- 
ever, obliqued  too  much  to  the  left,  separating 
our  line  from  that  of  Brigadier-General  Archer, 
and  somewhat  overlapping  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Lane.  So  soon,  however,  as  the  ground  was 
cleared  before  us,  the  four  regiments  engaged, 

S First,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
lashed  at  the  enemy's  first  line  of  breastworks, 
and  clearing  them  with  rapidity,  the  brigade 
passed  about  one  hundred  yuxls  to  the  front  and 
engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  collected 
in  strength  on  our  right  Up  to  this  time  Briga- 
dier-General McGowan  was  active  and  coura- 
geous in  urging  on  th#brigade,  exposing  himself 
without  any  sort  of  regard  for  his  own  safety ;  the 
last  that  I  saw  of  him,  his  huge  form  was  tower- 
ing from  the  top  of  the  breastworks,  which  we  had 
just  passed:  he  was  soon  after,  unfortunately, 
wounded,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  dangerously. 
The  brigade  soon  became  very  hotly  engaged, 
particularly  the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and 
•Orr's  rifle  regiments.)  The  enemy  finding  our 
right  open  and  unsupported,  (Brigadier-General 
Archer  naving  lost  his  connection  with  our  line, 
from  our  having  obliqued  to  the  left  in  advancing 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods,)  pressed  on  to  pass 
round  our  ri^ht  flank,  and  get  possession  of  the 
breastworks  m  our  rear.  This  oeing  apparent  to 
the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and  Ori^s  rifles,) 
they  fell  back  to  the  line  of  breastworks,  and  con- 
tinued to  fight  the  enemy,  who,  if  they  had  pushed 
vigorously  forward,  could  at  once  have  driven  us 
out,  as  that  portion  of  the  works  was  unoccupied 
for  some  time,  but  such  a  deadly  fire  was  poured 
into  them  whenever  they  showed  themselves  that 
their  inunediate  advance  was  checked.  While 
fiffhting  at  the  breastworks,  I  learned  that  Colonel 
£dwaras.  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  had  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
From  him  I  did  not  receive  many  orders,  as  he 
was,  I  r^pret  to  say,  soon  very  severely  wounded ; 
as  likewise  my  gallant  young  subaltern.  Lieuten- 
ant James  T.  Proctor,  (company  C,  First  regiment,) 
whom  I  had  just  before  detailed  to  act  as  his  A. 
A.  General,  who,  after  a  very  few  moments  of  duty 
lost  his  leg.  We  h^  not  fought  for  any  great 
length  of  time,  when  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Trimble's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Colston,  came  to  reenfbrce  us  on  the  ri^ht, 
but  from  their  hesitancy  in  taking  the  position, 
and  encumbering  us  in  the  rear,  they  were  but  of 
little  use,  and  the  enemy  soon  commenced  pour- 
ing over  the  breastworRs  on  our  right  My  regi- 
ment (First  South  Carolina  volunteers)  and  Orr's 
rifle  regiment  being  out  of  ammunition,  without 
the  means  of  replenishing  it,  and  our  flank  ex- 
posed by  the  enemy  occupying  the  Ime  (the  pro- 


longation of  ours)  to  the  ri^ght,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  retire  for  the  time,  which  was  done.  Fall- 
ing back  a  short  distance  to  a  road  in  rear,  as 
commander  of  my  own  regiment,  I  found  Briga- 
dier-General Colston  rallying  some  of  his  own 
troops ;  to  him  I  reportea,  asking  that  my  regi- 
ment might  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  which 
was  furnished  me.  The  rifle  regiment  (Orr's) 
soon  joined  me.  Here  I  learned  for  the  first  time 
that  Colonel  Edwards  was  wounded,  I  assumed 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade  which  was 
with  me,  and  soon  resumed  the  advance.  Find- 
ing the  breastworks  occupied  by  our  own  troops,  I 
was  ordered,  by  Brigadier-General  Colston,  to 
march  the  portion  of  the  brigade  which  had  joined 
me  across  the  plank  road,  and  occupied  the  posi- 
tion commanding  the  flank  of  the  line  of  breast- 
works held  by  our  troops ;  here  I  took  position, 
and  remained  under  an  irregular  but  severe  fire 
of  shells  for  two  hours,  expecting  every  moment 
to  be  engaged  with  the  infantry  of  the  enemy,  as 
scattering  bullets  were  occasionally  reaching  us, 
and  sometimes  heavy  firing  was  beard  immedi- 
ately in  our  front ;  gradually  the  fire  slackened.  I 
was  left  without  further  orders,  and  finding  the 
brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Pender  in  my  rear, 
moving  out  into  the  plank  road,  I  reported  to  him 
for  orders,  and  learned  that  he  was  in  command 
of  the  light  division,  both  Major-General  A  P. 
Hill  and  Brigadier-General  Heth  having  been 
slightly  wounded.  After  a  short  time  we  received 
our  rations,  replenished  our  ammunition,  and  be- 
ing rejoined  by  the  rest  of-  the  brigade,  which  had 
b^n  with  Colonel  A.  Perrin,  Fourteenth  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  marched  the  brigade, 
imder  (»rders  of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  to  a  po- 
sition on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  was  estab- 
lished on  the  front  line  of  his  division,  facing  east- 
ward, (on  Sunday  afternoon,  third  instant,)  holdins, 
as  he  informed  me,  the  key  of  his  position,  and  whicn 
I  was  ordered  by  him  to  hold  at  all  haiaids  and 
to  the  last  extremity. 

Throwing  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  cov- 
ering my  entire  line,  we  prepared  to  bivouac,  and 
obtain  such  rest  as  we  might  in  a  swamp,  with 
dead,  dying,  and  roasted  Yankees,  (l^e  woods  hav- 
ing taken  fire  just  after  the  battle  of  that  day, 
third  instant,)  but  our  rest  was  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  our  skirmishers  becoming  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy. 

On  Monday,  thle  fourth,  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
move the  brig^e  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  one 
held  by  me  during  the  afternoon  and  night  before. 
Here  I  had  breastworks  rapidly  thrown  up,  six 
companies  covering  my  front  as  skirmishers,  and 
scouts  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  From  these  scouts  I  learned,  eariy  in  the 
evening,  that  the  enemy  were  making  no  demon- 
stration on  their  right  and  in  my  frt>nt  During 
this  night  I  could  hear  the  moving  of  the  artilleiT 
and  wagon  trains  down  towards  Banks's  Ford, 
and  so  reported  it  to  Brigadier-General  Pender, 
with  my  impression  that  they  were  moving  oi, 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  correct 
Nothing  of  ftirther  moment  occurred,  beyond  our 
pushing  my  skirmishers,  by  a  wheel  of  tneir  Hne 
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to  the  left,  upon  and  against  the  right  flank  of 
those  of  the  enemy. 

I  beg  to  speak  of  the  efficiency  of  Major  Croft, 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Major 
Hunt,  Thirteenth  South  OftroUna  yolunteert,  and 
Captains  Butler  and  Haskell,  of  First  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Captain  Duncan, 
Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carohna  volunteers, 
while  respectively  in  command  of  skirmishers. 
To  Captam  T.  P.  Ashton,  First  regiment  South 
Gurolina  volunteers,  who  acted  as  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  I  feel  myself  under  great  obli- 
gations for  his  untiring  zeal  and  efficiency.  He 
was  ready  at  all  hours  to  go  to  any  position,  either 
to  the  skirmishers  in  front  or  along  the  line ;  his 
cabn,  conrageous  bearing  won  my  admiration  and 
esteem,  and  to  his  intelligenoe  and  ready  perception 
of  his  duties  nay  labors,  which  would  have  oeen 
arduous  in  being  placed  suddenljr  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  were  lighten^  by  his  aid. 

After  remainingat  our  intrenched  position,  we 
marched  off  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  instant, 
and  returned  to  this  camp  on  Thursday,  seventh 
instant 

It  remains  now  but  to  speak  of  our  losses. 
They  were  heavy,  (lists  of  which  have  already 
been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters,  Briga- 
dier-General Pender,^  and  among  them  I  r^ret 
to  announce  the  deatn  of  Colonel  James  M.  Per- 
rm,  Orr's  rifle  regiment,  who  was  mortally  wound- 
ed whOe  gallantly  fighting  his  regiment  at  the 
breastworks,  on  Sunday,  third  May.  Colonel 
Perrin  was  one  of  the  captains  of  my  old  regi- 
ment, (First  South  Carolina  volunteers,)  and  on 
duty  with  me  in  South  Carolina  previous  to  my 
coming  to  Virginia,  in  1861.  Since  then  he  has, 
atTanous  times,  been  under  my  command.  A 
.more  zealous  or  efficient  officer  could  not  have 
been  found  in  this  command.  Noble,  brave,  and 
pious,  he  llTcd  to  win  the  admiration  and  esteem 
of  his  friends,  and  we  will  trust  died  to  receive  the 
reward  of  a  life  spent  in  the  strict  diacharge  of 
every  duty. 

I  b^  to  enclose  the  reports^  of  the  Thirteenth, 
First,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles,  South  Carolina 
volunteers.  The  Twelfth  regiment.  South  Caro- 
lioa  volunteers,  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
but  was  detailed  as  a  guard  to  prisoners,  and,  on 
Monday,  the  fourth  May,  was  sent  off  to  Rich- 
mond, with  upwards  of  two  thousand  prisoners, 
snd  did  not  return  to  the  brigade  until  two  days 
after  our  return  to  this  camp. 

I  am,  Ci^tain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAmLTON, 

Colond,  oommandlng  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

REPORT  OF  COLOKEL  BROCKENBROUQH. 

Headquabtebs  Heth's  Brigade,  { 
May  18,  1863.     ) 

K.  B.  Fifmey,  A,  A,  G,  Light  Division : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
during  the  late  battles  of  the  second  and  third  of 
May,  m  the  vicinity  of  Chancellorsville.  Leading 
Hamilton's  Crossmg  at  early  dawn  on  the  first, 


the  brigade  halted  at  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the 
plank  road,  about  one  mile  east  of  Chancellors- 
ville. The  advanced  troons  of  our  corps  had  en- 
countered the  enemy  near  Salem  Church,  and  with 
slight  resistance  they  fled  to  their  works.  At  ten 
o'obck  <^  the  following  morning,  leaving  the  turn- 
pike to  our  right  and  moving  upon  the  old  furnabe 
road,  we  turned  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  flve  and  a  half  o'clodL  P.  if.  reached  the  plank 
road  again,  about  four  miles  ^est  of  Qiancellors- 
ville,  and  in  their  rear.  Here  we  formed  line  of 
battle  and  commenced  a  rapid  advance,  this  bri- 
^de  occupying  the  second  line.  Our  approach 
m  that  direction  seemed  to  take  by  surprise  and 
create  a  considerable  panic  among  tlie  enemy,  who, 
notwithstanding  they  oooupied  superior  natural 
positions,  strengthened  by  works  of  magnitude, 
fled  at  our  approach,  night  alone  giving  them 
quarter.  We  pursued  them  within  tnree  fourths 
of  a  nule  of  Chancellorsville.  The  rapid  flight  of 
the  enemy,  the  eagerness  of  our  pursuit,  the  tan- 
gled wilderness  through  which  we  had  marched, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  created  much  con- 
fusion in  our  ranks,  which  at  this  point  was  in- 
creased by  a  deadly  fire  poured  into  our  ranks  by 
friends  and  foes  from  our  right,  left,  and  front. 
Ad:tillery,  with  their  caissons,  occupied  the  road 
abreast  of  us.  and,  without  drivers,  dashed  headlong 
through  our  ranks.  Under  these  circumstances 
our  troops  halted,  and  the  chase  ended  for  the 
night  During  the  night  the  enemy  was  not  idle, 
but  worked  like  beavers  in  erecting  the  most  for- 
midable barricades  and  breastworks,  thus  partially 
relieving  themselves  of  the  panic  of  the  previous 
evening,  and  determining  them  to  give  battle. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  the  brigade, 
by  General  Heth's  order,  was  again  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  extending  on  either  side  of  the  road, 
the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiments 
on  the  right,  following  General  Lane's  brigade ; 
the  Fifty-nfth  and  Twen^-seoond  Virginia  on  the 
left,  supportinj^  General  Fender.  The  advance  of 
our  leaoine  line  became  irregular,  and  the  turn- 
pike, which  separated  the  brigade,  being  much 
more  elevated  than  the  ground  upon  either  side, 
the  interval  between  the  two  pornons  became  so 
considerable  as  not  to  be  seen  the  one  by  the 
other.  Being  in  close  proximity  to  the.  enemv, 
our  advance  line  in  a  few  minutes  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  deadly 
fire  I  have  ever  experienced.  Very  soon  the 
troops  in  advance  were  forced  back  through  our 
lines,  leaving  us  without  support  on  either  flank. 
The  two  regiments  on  the  lett  of  the  road  had  by 
this  time  moved  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  and  while  fiercely  en- 
gaging them,  had  their  left  turned  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retire.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right 
remained  in  their  position,  awaiting  support  to 
charge  the  enemy's  works.  Finding  no  one  dis- 
posed to  move,  though  many  thousands  had  taken 
shelter  behind  the  barricade,  our  line  was  formed, 
and  being  joined  by  about  twelve  hundred  troops 
of  diflerent  brigades,  we  led  the  second  charge. 
Upon  reaching  uxe  edge  of  the  field,  these  troops, 
with  a  yell,  increased  their  speed  to  a  double  quick, 
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and,  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  the  charge,  that 
the  enemy's  resistance,  though  fierce  and  bloody, 
was  of  short  duration.  We  soon  triumphantly 
mounted  their  intrenchments,  completely  routing 
them  from  a  position  from  which  it  is  almost  im- 

Sossible  to  conceiTC  how  an  army  could  be  driven. 
)n  eaining  the  works,  we  discovered  the  field 
litendly  crowded  with  men  fiying  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  poured  into  them  a  deadly  fire.  Occu- 
pying this  position  about  two  minutes,  we  dis- 
covered troops  advancing  through  the  woods  upon 
our  left,  ana  supposed  they  were  friends  till  a 
volley  fired  into  our  left  and  rear  removed  the 
delusion.  Their  numbers  and  position  being  vastly 
superior  to  ours,  and  unsupported  on  our  left,  we 
were  again  forced  to  retire.  As  soon  as  our  artil- 
lery s&Ued  this  piece  of  woods,  we  advanced  a 
third  line  and  held  the  poshion.  Artillery  now 
coming  to  our  support,  soon  silenced  the  enemy's 
battenes,  (which  had  harassed  us  during  the  en- 
tire day,)  and  forced  them  to  abandon,  ii^^eat 
confusion,  their  strong  and  well-selected  position, 
to  take  shelter  in  the  wilderness  and  retreat  to- 
wards the  river. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  brigade  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  thirty-uiree  officers  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy  enlisted  men.  Could 
aught  repay  us  for  the  noble  spirits  who  have 
fallen,  we  would  find  consolation  in  the  glorious 
victory  achieved ;  but  our  little  brigade,  and  the 
entire  corps,  will  long  miss  and  mourn  the  loss  of 
the  expenenced  and  gallant  dead.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  bearing  and  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  were  unexceptionable. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Bbockenbrofgh, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


RBPOBT  OP  COLONEL  BALDWIN. 
Obomakce  Office,  Abmt  op  Koethbbk  TirguoiJ 

Brigadier-Oeneral  B.  H.  ChiUon^  Adjviaid  and 

IntpedoT'Oeneralt  A.  N.  F.  .• 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following 
as  the  principal  captures  in  the  recent  enme- 
ments  near  Fredericksburg  and  ChanceUonme: 

Artillery.  —  Five  twelve-pounder  Napoleons  j 
seven  three-inch  rifles ;  one  ten-pounder  Fanrott; 
nine  caissons ;  four  rear  parts  of  caissons ;  three 
battery  wagons;  two  forges;  fifteen  hundred 
rounds  ardUery  ammunition;  a  large  lot  of  artil- 
lery harness,  a  large  lot  of  wheels,  axles,  amma- 
nition,  chests,  &c 

Infantry, — Twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
collected,  ten  thousand  admitted  dropped  by  oar 
men,  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  captured; 
nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  muskets  and 
rifles ;  eight  thousand  cartridge  boxes ;  four  thou- 
sand can  pouches ;  eleven  thousand  five  hundred 
knapsacks ;  three  hundred  thousand  rounds  in- 
fantry ammunition. 

I  have  carefully  confined  myself  to  what  has 
been  reported  as  collected  and  counted.  This,  of 
course,  is  considerably  less  than  the  amount  a^ 
tually  captured,  as  a  number  of  unarmed  men  sup- 
plied themselves  with  arms,  accoutrements,  &C| 
and  the  army,  generally,  helped  themselTes  from 
the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  enemy.  Also  everyday 
small  lots  of  muskets  and  rifles  are  brought  in; 
and,  without  doubt,  quite  a  number  of  arms,  &&* 
are  retained  in  regimental  ordnance  wagons,  for 
further  contingencies,  and  not  reported.  A  large 
quantity  of  lead  has  been  and  is  now  being  col- 
lected from  the  battle-fields.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, Briscoe  G.  Bald^, 

Lieutonant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnanoe,  A.  K.  v. 


List  of  Casualties  in  the  Battle  of  Chancellorscille,  May  2d  and  3d,  1863. 


Ck>MMAXD. 


Lieut.-Oen.  Thos.  J.  Jackson, . 
Captain  J.  K.  Boawell,  engineer 

department, 

Signal  corps, 

General's  escort, 

Fifth  Louisiana, 

Sixth  Looisiana, 

Seventh  Louisiana, 

Eighth  Looisiana, 

Ninth  Lonisiana, 

Captain  J.  Mitchell,  A.  A.  G., 

Gordon's  brigade, 

Thirteenth  Georgia, 

Twenty-sixth  (Georgia, .... 

Thirty-first  Georgia, 

Thirty-eighth  Georgia, .... 

Sixtieth  Georgia, 

Sixty-first  Georg^, 

Brigadier-Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke, .  . 
Sixth  North  Carolina,  ...  * 
Twenty -first  North  Carolina, . 
Twenty- fourth  North  Carolina, 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina, 
First  North  Carolina  battalion, 

Thirteenth  Virginia, 

Forty-ninth  Virginia,  .  .  .  . 
Fifty-second  Virginia,  .... 
Fifty -elorhth  Virginia,  .... 
MivJor-Geoeral  A.  P.  Hill,    .  . 

Captain  Forbes, 

General's  escort, 


Bbioabe. 


Hayt'B, 


Gordon's, . 


Hoke*0, . 


Smith's, 


Division. 


Early's, 


Early's, 


Early'i, 


A.  P.  HiU'B, 


KiLLBD. 


9 
10 

ff 
12 
21 


8 
15 
3 
9 


WOUNDBD. 


2 
4« 
65 
75 
71 
61 

1 

S7 
21 
20 
18 
90 
28 

1 
21 

es 

38 
61 
11 
31 
10 
8 
26 
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1 
1 
t 

53 
81 
80 


1 
30 
21 
23 
20 
35 
ti 

I 

» 
78 
41 
70 
11 
36 
10 
11 
28 
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List  of  CamalHes  —  continued. 


COMMAlfD. 


Brigadier-General  H.  Heth, .  . 
Forty-serenth  Virginia,    .  .  . 

Fifty-fifth  Virgtala, 

Tventy-seoona  Va.  battalion, . 
Fortletti  Virginia.    ...... 

Brigadier -General  M  cGowan, . 
Ca^alQ  Uaakell,  A.  ▲.  G.,  .  . 

First  South  Carolina, 

Orr'aRiflea, 

Twelfth  South  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Thirteenth  South  Carolina, .  . 
FOorteenth  South  Carolina, .  . 

Fourteenth  Georgia, 

Thirty-fifth  Georgia, 

Forty-fifth  Geor^a, 

Forty-ninth  Georgia, 

Seventeenth  North  Carolina,  . 
Eighteenth  North  Carolina,  . 
Twenty-dghth  North  Carolina, 
Thhty-tMrd  North  Caiolhia, . 
Thir^acrenth  North  Carolina, 

]>ir8t  Tennesaee, . 

Serenth  Tennessee, 

Fomteenth  Tennessee,  .  •  •  . 
>lfth  Alabama  battalion,  •  .  . 
Thirteenth  Alabama,  ..... 
General  Trimble's  stafT,    .  .  . 

Pioneer  Corps, 

Tenth  Virginia, 

Twenty-tWrd  Virginia, .... 
Thfaty-serenth  Virginia,  .  .  . 

First  North  Carolina, 

Third  North  Carolina,  .... 
Brigadier-Gen.  K.  F.  Faxton, . 

Second  Virginia, 

Foorth  Virginia, 

Fifth  Virginia, 

Twenty-seventh  Virginia,  •  . 
Thirty-third  Virginia,  .... 
Brigadier-Gen.  F.  T.  NichoUs, 

First  Louisiana, 

Second  Louisiana, 

Tenth  Louisiana, 

Fourteenth  Louisiana,  .... 
Fifteenth  Louisiana,   .  .  •  .  • 

General  Jones's  staff, 

Twenty-first  Virginia,  .... 
Forty-second  Virginia,  .... 
Forty-fourth  Virginia  .... 
PMty-eigbth  Virginia,  .... 

Fiftieth  Virginia, 

Artillery  corps,  2d  army  corps, 

Twelfth  Alabama, 

Twenty -sixth  Alabama,    .  .  . 

Fifth  Alabama, 

Sixth  Alabama,     

Third  Alabama, 

Sixth  Georgia, 

Twenty-third  Georgia,  .... 
Tweo^-aerenth  Georgia, .  .  . 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia,    .  .  . 

Nineteenth  Greorgia, 

Fourth  Georgia, 

Twelfth  Georgia, 

Twenty-first  Georgia,  .... 
Forty-fourth  Georgia.  .... 
Thirtieth  North  Carolina,  .  . 
Fourth  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,  . 
Second  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Fifth  North  Carolina,  .... 
Twelfth  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Twentieth  North  Carolina,  .  . 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina, 

Twelfth  Virginia, 

Sixteenth  Virginia, 

Forty-fint  Virginia, 

Sixty  first  Virginia, 

Sixth  Vir^h^il^ 

Grandy'g  Battery, 

lUghth  Florida, 

Second  Florida, 

Fifth  PloridaT 

Eighth  Alabama, 


Bbioadb. 


H.  Heth, 


McGowan, 


Thomas, 


Lane's, 


Archer's,  < 


Colston's, 


E.  F.  F&xton'a, . 


F.T.Nicholls's. 


Jones's . 


Bodes's, 


Colquitt's, 


Doles'a,  • 


Bamsenr's,  < 


lyerson's. 


Mahone's, 
«i 
u 
*c 

(C 

it 

Perry's,    . 

u 

Wilcox's,. 


DrvisiOH. 


BLILLBD. 


A.  p.  HiU's, 


A.  P.  Hill's, 


Trimble's, 


Trimble's, 


Trimble's, 


D.  H.  Hill's, 


Anderson's, 


6 
14 


12 
10 


6 

9 

8 

6 

4 

8 

87 

80 

12 

28 

84 

8 

U 

7 

8 

18 

1 


23 
9 
19 
84 
88 
1 
8 
14 
7 
9 
10 


8 
15 
15 

4 
6 


4 
15 
18 
12 

8 
26 
14 
18 
24 
24 
17 

2 


2 

2 

2 

29 

11 

18 

11 

25 

45 

15 

.47 

4 

12 

13 

82 

5 

1 

6 

4 

6 

1 

11 
8 
0 
5 


WOUHOBD, 


90 
23 
78 
1 
1 
80 
92 
2 
60 
87 
67 
27 
29 
33 

127 
90 
77 

106 

193 
50 
45 
28 
80 

127 
2 
3 

101 
53 
89 
83 

141 


149 

113 

62 

56 

1 

27 

90 

51 

60 

37 

1 

40 

120 

58 

91 

110 

124 

77 

85 

130 

125 

121 

89 

4 

39 

31 

31 

121 

46 

72 

100 

98 

110 

116 

167 

37 

95 

64 

113 

27 

17 

23 

28 

84 

3 

86 

29 

22 

45 


Total. 


110 

29 

87 

1 

1 

92 

111 

2 

66 

96 

75 

33 

83 

86 

164 

126 

89 

183 

227 

58 

56 

35 

38 

140 

8 

3 

124 

»62 

106 

117 

179 

1 

66 

168 

120 

71 

66 

1 

35 

105 

66 

64 

42 

1 

44 

135 

71 

103 

118 

160 

91 

98 

154 

149 

138 

41 

4 

41 

83 

33 

150 

57 

85 

111 

123 

155 

131 

214 

41 

107 

77 

145 

82 

18 

28 

82 

39 

4 

47 

32 

28 

60 
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List  of  CatuaUies — eoniitmed. 


OOMMAKD. 

Bbioads. 

DiviaiQir. 

WooaiiBD. 

Total. 

Ninth  Alabama , 

Wlloox's, 

AnderMA's, 

21 

90 

Ul 

Tenth  Alabama, 

u 

«t           ' 

13 

61 

78 

Eleventh  Alubama, 

<«  • 

*t 

10 

78 

« 

Fonrteenth  Alabama, 

M 

M 

7 

116 

12s 

Lewis's  Battery. 

C( 

M 

5 

6 

Sixtocuth  MisslBsippi,    .... 

Pt)»ey»«, 

ft 

17 

59 

78 

Twciah  Mississippi, 

I* 

(C 

8 

83 

» 

Nineteenth  MisslsBlppI,     ,  .  . 
Forty-eighth  Mississippi, .  .  . 
Second  Georgia  Battalion,    .  . 

C( 

« 

6 

40 

46 

Wright's, 

« 

10 
2 

44 
26 

6i 

Twenty-second  Georgia,   .  .  . 

Third  Georgia, 

Forty-oii^hth  Cxeorgia,    .... 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  .  . 

«c 

«« 

6 

70 

76 

u 

M 

11 

111 

m 

•  ft 

C( 

7 

41 

48 

PendeHs, 

A.  P.  Hill's,    .... 

81 

178 

9» 

8ixt<H^nth  North  Carolina,    .  . 

t«       ' 

•t             ' 

17 

78 

90 

Twenty-second  North  Carolina, 

*t 

*t 

80 

180 

1« 

Thirty  fourth  North  Carolina, 

t( 

18 

110 

128 

Thirty -eii^'hth  North  Carolina, 

a 

tt 

80 

77 

•7 

Eighteenth  Georgia, 

Twenty-fourth  Georgia,    .  »  . 

Woifcrd% 

MeLaws's, 

14 

72 

85 

Ci 

tt 

14 

73 

87 

Sixteenth  Georgia, 

tt 

18 

115 

133 

Cobb's  Lofjlon, 

*( 

^  tc 

22 

185 

157 

PhilllpB*  Lo-ion,  ....... 

t( 

<t 

8 

19 

» 

Field  and  Stnff, 

« 

tt 

1 

1 

Fifteenth  8outh  Carolina,     .  . 

Kenhaw'B, 

« 

9     . 

46 

51 

Seventh  South  Caroliaa,   .  .  . 

(t         ^ 

<t 

14 

14 

Second  Soutli  Carolina, .... 

4 

tt 

11 

11 

Jameses  Battalion,    ..,..• 

tt 

tt 

1 

8 

0 

Third  South  Carolina,     .  .  .• . 

*« 

t( 

1 

11 

12 

Thirteenth  ilissIsHippl, .... 

Barkadale*!,   .  •  .  4  . 

u 

7 

43 

60 

Seventeenth  Miesissipnl,  .  .  . 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,     .  .  . 

(( 

it 

10 

70 

80 

c* 

u 

25 

43 

68 

Twenty  first  Mississippi, .  .  . 

Fifty-first  Georgia, 

Tenth  Geor^du, 

C( 

u 

8 

25 

28 

Semmet's, 

M 

80 

119 

149 

tt 

It 

23 

105 

128 

Fifty-third  Georgia, 

Fiftieth  Georgia, 

«* 

it 

15 

106 

120 

(f 

it 

17 

158 

170 

Cable  Artillery, 

tt 

4 
4 

12 

8 

16 

Wathington  Artillery,  .... 
Alexander's  Artillery,  ,  ,  ,  • 
Lcc*8  CavaJrv  Bri<^''aae.  .... 

12 

6 

86 

40 

Stuart's, 

4 

7 

11 

Total, 

1,681 

8,700 

10,281 

Doc.  32. 

BATTLE  OF  KBLLEYSVILLB. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

HBADgUAftTERS  CAVALBY  DITISION,  { 

Abmt  of  Northern  Va.,  March  25, 1803.  ( 
Brigadier' General  R,  E,  Chilton^  A.  A,  and  I. 
G,f  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
witli  the  very  graphic  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  battle  of  Kelleysville, 
March  seventeenth,  between  his  brigade  and  a 
division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  There  is  little 
to  be  said  in  addition.  The  dispositions  made 
for  meeting  this  anticipated  raid  were  sufficient 
to  have  prevented  or  very  much  retarded  the 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelleysville. 
The  report  shows  wherein  these  dispositions  failed 
of  their  object  The  brigade,  however,  under  its 
noble  chief,  so  redeemed  the  day  b^  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  most  extraordinary  heroism,  that  we 
are  half  disposed  to  lose  sight  of  the  picket  failure 
in  the  outset. 

Being  charged   by  the  commanding  .Genered 
specially  with  the  preparations  to  meet  otoneman, 


I  was  present  on  the  occasion,  because  of  the  re- 
sponsioility  which  would  necessarily  attach  to  me 
for  what  was  done ;  but,  having  approved  of  Gen- 
eral Fitzhueh  Lee's  plans,  I  determined  not  to 
interfere  witn  his  command  of  the  brigade  as  long 
as  it  was  commanded  entirely  to  my  satisfactioii, 
and  I  took  special  pride  in  witnessing  its  gallant 
conduct  under  its  accomplished  leader.  The  de- 
feat was  decided,  and  the  enemy,  broken  and 
demoralized,  retired,  under  cover  of  darkness,  to 
his  place  of  refuge  —  the  main  army — baviD£ 
abandoned  in  dereat  an  expedition  oommencea 
with  boasting  and  vainglonous  demonstratioQ. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  congratu- 
latory orders  from  division  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters, and  an  order  announcing  to  £e  division  the 
death  of  the  lamented  and  noble  PelhanL  I  was 
especially  indebted  to  him  for  his  usual  gallant 
services,  and  to  Captain  Harry  Gilmer,  Twelfth 
Virginia  cavalry,  who  accompanied  me  as  volun- 
teer stafil  ^  Maior  Louis  F.  Terrill,  the  court-ma^ 
tial  to  which  ne  belonged  having  taken  recess, 
buckled  on  his  sword  with  very  commendable 
zeal,  and  came  to  the  field,  where  he  acquitted 
himself  with  credit,  both  as  an  artillerist  and  as 
staff  officer.    I  cordially  concur  with  the  Briga- 
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dter-General  commanditig  in  the  hkrh  praise  be^ 
stowed  by  him  on  Colonel  T.  L.  Kosser,  Fifth 
VilgiDia  cavalry,  who,  though  severely  wounded  at 
two  P.  M.,  remained  in  eommand  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  till  the  day  was  won,  and  night  put 
an  end  to  further  operations  i  on  Colonel  James 
H.  Drake,  First  Virania  oavalry,  who  led  his  resi- 
ment  in  a  brilliant  (^ir^  upon  the  enemy's  flamL, 
roating  and  pursuing  him  to  his  stronghold ;  on 
the  lamented  PulW  and  his  comrades  &llen ;  on 
lieutenant  Hill  Carter,  Third  Vir^a  cavalry, 
and  Peter  Fontaine,  Fourth  Virsima  cavalry, 
whose  individual  prowess  ottraotea  my  personal 
attention  and  remark,  the  latter  receiving  a  severe 
wound ;  on  the  very  efficient  staff  of  General  Lee, 
enumerated  in  his  report,  and  the  many  others  to 
whom  the  seventeentn  of  March  will  ever  be  the 
proudest  of  da3rs. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Fits  Lee  exhibited  in  the 
operations  antecedent  to  and  consequent  upon 
the  enemy's  crossing  the  sagacity  of  a  successful 
General,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, we  are  indebted  to  his  promptand  vigorous 
actioii,  and  the  determined  bravery  of  his  men, 
for  this  signal  victory,  whidi,  when  the  odds  are 
considered,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  war,  Oenoral  Lee's  command  in 
action  being  less  than  eight  hundred. 

Most  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  £.  B.  Stuabt. 
l[^K>r-General,  oommanding. 

Hbadquartbbs  Cavalrt  Division,  > 
Abmt  or  NOBTHBur  VA.,  Hsroh  20, 1863.    ) 

Omteral  Orden,  No.  0. 

The  Major-General  coBunanding  approaches 
with  reluctance  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  to 
the  division  its  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
Major  John  Pelham,  commanding  Uie  horse  artil- 
lery. He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  battle  of 
KdleysviUe,  March  seventeenth,  with  the  battle- 
cry  on  his  Hpsy  and  the  Hght  of  victory  beaming 
from  his  eye. 

To  you,  his  comrades,  it  is  needless  to  dwell 
upon  what  you  have  so  often  witnessed  —  Ins 
prowess  in  action,  already  proverbiaL  You  well 
&now,  though  young  in  years,  a  mere  stripling  in 
appearance,  remarkable  fbr  his  genuine  modesty 
of  deportment,  he  yet  disclosed  on  the  battle-field 
the  conduct  of  a  veteran,  and  displayed  in  his 
hsodsome  person  the  most  imperturbable  coolness 
in  danger.  His  eye  had  glanced  on  every  batUe- 
field  of  this  army,  from  the  first  Manassas  to  the 
moment  of  his  death,  and  he  was,  with  a  single 
sxeeption,  a  brilliant  actor  in  alL  The  memory 
of  tie  gtdlani  Feiham,  his  many  manly  virtues, 
hi«  noble  nature  and  purity  of  character,  is  en- 
shrined aa  a  sacred  legacy  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  record  has  been  bright  and  spot- 
leas,  his  career  brilliant  and  successful  He  fell 
the  noUeat  of  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
^f  to  whose  glorious  service  he  had  devoted  his 
life  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In  token  of 
respect  for  his  cherished  memory  the  horse  artil- 
lery and  division  staff  will  wear  the  military  badge 
of  mourning  for  thir^  days,  and  the  senior  officer 
of  the  staC  Major  Von  Borck,  will  place  his  re- 


mains in  the  possession  of  his  bereaved  family,  to 
whom  is  tenaered,  in  behalf  of  the  division,  the 
assurance  of  the  heartfelt  s^pathy  in  this  deep 
tribulation.    In  mourning  his  aeparture  from  his 
accustomed  post  of  honor  on  the  field,  let  us  strive 
to  imitate  his  virtues,  and  trust  that  what  is  loss 
to  us  may  be  more  than  gain  to  him. 
By  command  of  Maj.-Uen.  J.  £.  B.  Stuart. 
R.  Channino  Piuce, 
Major,  and  AaaiataQt  Adjutant-General. 

BBPOBT  OF  BRIQADrBA-OENSBAL    FITZ  LEE. 

Hbadquabtubs  Lsb*s  Oavalbt  Beigade,  I 
March  23,  )86».     ( 

General  B,  H.  CMUon,  A.  A.  G.  and  A.  I.  G., 

A,N.  V.i 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  an  encounter  on  the  seventeenth  instant, 
between  my  brigade  and  a  division  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  certainly  not  less  than  three  thousand 
mounted  men,  with  a  battery  of  artillery : 

My  first  intimation  of  th&i  approach  was  in  a 
telegram  received  at  eleven  a.  m.,  on  the  sixteenth, 
firom  headquarters  Army  Northern  Virginia.  At 
six  P.  M.  scouts  reported  them  at  Morrisville,  a 
little  place  six  miles  firom  Kelley*s  Ford.  At  one 
A.  M.,  another  report  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  encamped  at  that  place,  coming  from  three 
different  directions.  I  that  night  reenforced  my 
picket  of  twenty  sharpshooters  by  forty  more,  l 
regret  to  say  that  only  about  eleven  or  twelve  of 
them  got  into  the  rifle-pits  in  time  for  the  attack 
of  the  enem;^,  (owing  to  an  unnecessarv  delay  in 
carrying  their  horses  to  the  rear,)  which  com- 
menced about  five  A.  BC. 

The  force  in  the  pits  under  Captain  James 
Breckinridge,  of  the  Second,  behaved  very  gal- 
lantly, faoloing  in  check  a  large  fbroe  of  the  enemv, 
mounted  and  dismounted^  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
killing  and  wounding  thirty  or  fbrty  of  them.  I 
also  ordered  the  remaining  sharpshooters  of  the 
brigade  under  that  very  efficient  officer.  Major 
Morgan,  First  Virginia,  to  move  from  their  camps 
by  daybreak,  to  a  point  on  the  railroad,  where  tne 
road  turns  to  Kelley's,  half  a  mile  from  the  rdl- 
road  bridge,  and  three  and  a  half  from  Kelley's ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  At 
that  time  a  force  was  reported  to  be  at  Bealeton, 
supposed  to  be  their  advance  guard,  and  it  was 
uncertain  wheUier  thev  would  attempt  to  cross  at 
Kelley's,  the  railroad  bridge,  or  move  on  towards 
Warrenton. 

The  report  that  the  enemy's  attack  was  made  at 
Kellev's  never  reached  me ;  and  the  first  intima- 
tion I  received  from  that  point  was  at  half  past 
seven  A.  M.,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  crossing,  capturing  twenty-five  of  my  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  unable  to  reach  their  horses. 
I  moved  my  command  at  once  down  the  railroad, 
taking  up  a  position  to  await  their  approach, 
ordenng  my  baggage  wagons  and  disabled  horses 
to  the  rear,  towards  Rapidan  station.  Some  time 
elapsing,  and  they  not  advancing,  I  determined 
to  move  upon  them,  and  marched  immediately 
for  Kelley's.    First  met  the  enemy  half  a  mile 
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tbis  Bide  of  the  ford,  and  at  once  charg^  them. 
Their  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  sheltered 
by  woods,  and  a  long,  high  stone  fence,  mnning 
at  right  angles  to  my  advance.  My  men,  un- 
able to  cross  the  fence  and  ditch  in  their  front 
wheeled  about,  delivering  their  fire  almost  in  the 
faces  of  the  enemy,  and  re-formed  again,  fiEu^ing 
about,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  artillery  and 
small  arms.  The  Third,  in  this  charge,  was  in 
front,  and  First  Lieutenant  Hill  Carter  was  very 
conspicuous  in  his  behavior. 

From  that  time  it  was  a  succession  of  gallant 
charges  by  the  various  regiments,  and  once  by 
the  whole  brigade  in  line,  whenever  the  enemy 
would  show  his  mounted  men,  (they  invariably 
falling  back  upon  his  artillery,)  and  shelterea, 
dismounted  skirmishers.  Their  total  advance 
was  two  miles  from  the  ford.  At  that  time  my 
artillery  arrived,  and  they  were  driven  back,  re- 
crossing  the  river  about  half  past  seven,  with  us 
in  close  pursuit 

My  whole  command  acted  nobly.  Sabres  were 
freouently  crossed,  and  fences  charged  up  to ;  the 
leading  men  dismounting  and  pulling  them  down, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister,  grape,  and  carbine 
balls.  Had  I  my  command  in  Uie  order  it  arrived 
in  this  enervating  section  of  country,  and  not 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  four  squadrons 
on  picket,  guarding  a  line  stretching  from  Orif- 
finsburg  on  the  Sperryville  turnpike  to  Richard's 
Ford,  and  by  the  larse  number  of  horses  unfit  for 
duty  by  exposure  to  tne  severe  winter^  with  a  very 
limited  supply  of  fora^^,  I  feel  confident  the  de- 
feat of  the  enemy  would  have  been  changed  into 
a  disorderlv  rout,  and  the  whole  brigade  resup- 
plied  with  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles. 

Commanding  officers  of  the  detachments  from 
the  various  regiments  engaged  mention,  in  their 
reports,  as  deserving  special  attention:  In  the 
Fifth,  private  Wm.  J.  Haynes,  company  F,  badly 
wounded ;  private  A.  R.  Harwood,  company  E ; 
private  Henry  Wooding,  company  C,  especiallv 
commended,  seized  the  colors  when  the  horse  of 
the  color-bearer  was  shot,  and  carried  them 
bravely  through  the  fight;  Sergeants  Morecock 
and  ItatcUfie,  and  private  Oeor^  James,  com- 
pany H.  In  the  Fourth,  Captains  Newton  and 
)ld.  Lieutenant  Hobson  and  Adjutant  Fontaine, 
seriously  wounded.  Serjeant  ICimborough,  of 
company  G,  deserves  particular  notice :  wounded 
earlv  in  the  day,  he  refused  to  leave  the  field. 
In  the  last  chaiige,  he  was  the  first  to  spring  to 
the  ground  to  onen  the  fence ;  then  dashinff  on 
at  the  head  of  tne  column,  he  was  twice  sabred 
over  the  head,  his  arm  shattered  bv  a  bullet,  cap- 
tured and  carried  over  the  river,  when  he  escaped 
and  walked  back,  twelve  miles,  to  his  camp. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Payne,  commanding,  also 
mentions  privates  Joseph  Oilman,  J.  R.  Oilman, 
Poindexter,  Redd,  Sydnor,  Terry,  and  N.  Priddy. 
In  the  Third,  Captain  Collins,  company  H ;  Lieu- 
tenants Hill  Carter  and  John  Lamb,  of  company 
I) ;  Lieutenant  Stamper,  of  company  F ;  Lieuten- 
ant R.  F.  Hubbard,  company  O ;  and  first  Lieu- 
tenant Hall,  of  company  C,  was  twice  wounded, 
before  he  desisted  from  the  charge,  and  when 


S 


retiring,  received  a  third  and  still  more  severe 
wound,  and  was  unable  to  leave  the  field.  Adju- 
tant H.  B.  McClellan  is  also  particularly  com- 
mended for  his  gallantry.  Acting  Sergeant- 
Major,  K  W.  Price,  company  K,  pnvate  Keech, 
company  I,  and  bu^ler-driUing  sergeant  Betts, 
of  company  C  ;  pnvates  Young,  company  B, 
Fowler,  company  0,  and  Wilkins,  companv  C, 
died  as  became  brave  men,  in  the  front  or  the 
charge,  at  the  head  of  the  column. 

In  the  Second,  the  commanding  officer  reports, 
where  so  many  behaved  themselves  with  so  moch 
gallantry  he  does  not  like  to  discriminate. 

In  the  First,  Captain  Jordan,  company  C,  SDd 
Lieutenant  Cecil,  company  K,  specially  commend- 
ed for  reckless  daring,  without  a  parallel  As 
coming  under  my  own  observation,  I  particularly 
noticed  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  of  the  Fifth,  and 
his  habitual  coolness  and  daring,  charging  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  Colonel  James  Drake,  of 
the  First,  always  ready  at  the  right  time  and  place. 
Colonel  T.  H.  Owen,  of  the  Third,  b^ng  to  be 
allowed  to  charge  again  and  again.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  H.  Payne,  of  the  Fourth,  unmindful 
of  his  former  dreadful  wound,  using  his  sabre 
with  effect  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  and  the  im- 
perturbable, self-possessed  Major  Breckinridge, 
of  the  Second,  whose  boldness  led  him  so  far  that 
he  was  captured,  his  horse  being  shot  Colonel 
T.  L.  Manford,  of  the  Second,  I  repet  to  say, 
was  president  of  a  court  martial  m  Culpeper 
Court-House,  and  did  not  know  of  the  action  in 
time  to  join  his  command  until  the  fight  was 
nearly  over.  I  also  recommend  for  their  be- 
havior. Captain  Tebbs,  of  the  Second,  and  C«)tain 
Litchfield  and  Lieutenant  Dorsey,  of  the  First; 
also  Major  W.  D.  Morgan,  of  the  First 

My  personal  stafi".  Major  Mason,  Captains 
Fergusson  and  Bowling,  Dr.  J.  B.  Fontaine,  and 
Lieutenants  Lee,  Ryals,  and  Minnegerode,  ren- 
dered ^eat  service  by  their  accurate  and  a  quick 
transmission  of  orders,  and  by  their  conduct 
under  fire.  Surgeon  Fontaine's  horse  was  killed 
under  him,  and  my  own  horse  was  also  shot; 
but,  through  the  generosity  of  private  John  H. 
Owings,  company  K,  First  Virginia  cavalrv,  at 
tached  to  my  headquarters,  was  quickly  replaoed 
by  his. 

The  conduct  of  couriers  Owings,  Lee,  Ni^tin- 
gale,  and  Henry  Shackelford,  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy.  B^des 
leaving  a  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  on 
the  field,  he  carried  off  a  large  number  on  horses 
and  in  ambulances.  We  captured  twenty-nine 
prisoners  —  a  captain,  two  lieutoiants,  and  twenty- 
six  privates.  My  own  loss  was  eleven  kill^ 
eighty-eight  wounded,  and  thirty-four  taken  pris- 
oners, making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  In  horses,  seventy-one  killed,  dghty- 
seven  wounded,  twelve  captured,  making  an 
aggregate  loss  of  horses  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Among  the  killed,  I  deeply  regret  to  report 
Major  Puller,  of  the  Fifth,  and  Lieutenant  Harris, 
of  the  Fourth.  Both  gallant  and  highly  efficient  of- 
ficers —a  heavy  loss  to  their  regiments  and  country. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  especially  to  state  that 
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MoQOT'Oeneral  J.  E,  B,  Stuart  joined  me  before 
the  fight  commenced,  was  on  the  field  the  whole 
daj,  assisted  immensely  by  his  sagacious  coun- 
sds,  large  experience,  and  by  his  usual  daaring  and 
conspicuous  example^  in  turning  the  fortunes  of 
the  day  in  oiur  favor.  We  shtu*e  with  him  the 
anguish  and  deep  grief  felt  at  the  loss  of  the 
noUe  Pelbam  or  his  staff — an  oflioer  of  the 
brightest  promises  for  the  future.  Major  Teriill, 
of  General  Stuart's  staff,  besides  being  active  on 


the  field,  assisted  the  gallant  Breathed  in  the 
management  of  the  artiUeir. 

Captain  Gilmer,  IVelflh  Virginia  cavalry,  a 
volunteer  for  the  occasion  on  the  Major-General's 
staff,  I  also  commend  for  his  marked  bravery  and 
cool  courag^.  1  append  a  recapitulation  of  my 
loss.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FitzLee, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Beeapitulaiion  of  ike  Loss  of  Brigadier-General  FUz  Le^s  Cavalry  Brigade  in  the  Engagement 

near  Kdleysville,  March  llth,  1864. 
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WOUNDRD. 
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Held  md  Stair, 

Ftrtt  Regiment  Virginia  Caralnr, .  .  .  . 
Seeond  Kec^ent  Virginia  Cayalry,  .  . 
Third  Begfinent  Virginia  Cavalry,  .  .  . 
Foarth  Regiment  Virginia  CaTalry,  .  . 
Filth  Reginient  Virginia  CavRlry, .  .  .  . 
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BIPOBT  OF  BRIQADISa^BNXRAL 
W.  H.  F.  LBK. 

Headquabtbbs  LiEE*s  Cavalry  Beioadb,  near  ( 
CUI.PKPBB  COUBT-UODSB,  April  17,  1863.     ) 

Major  R.  CJunming  Pricet  Acting  Assistant  Acfju- 
tant-Qcneralf  Division  Headquarters : 
Major:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instruc- 
tions from  division  headquarters,  to  forward  a  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  my  bri^de  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  instants.  During  the  night 
of  the  thirteenth,  I  received  information  from 
Lieutenant  Payne,  commanding  Black  -  Horse 
scout,  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  artillery  in 
heavy  force  were  moving  up  from  Fredericksburg 
in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  Ford.  I  immediately 
sent  Captain  Boiling,  company  O,  Ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters,  to 
reenforce  the  nicket  at  that  place.  He  arrived 
before  day,  ana  placed  his  men  in  the  rifle-pits. 
About  day  he  reports  that,  with  a  regiment  dis- 
mounted as  sharpshooters  lining  the  banks,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  ford.  They 
dash^  back  at  the  first  volley  from  our  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Boiling's  command  consisted 
of  about  one  nundred  and  fifty  men.  During  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  Uiey  forced  their  way 
across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the 
sharpshooters  posted  to  protect  the  bridge  givine 
way  and  leaving  the  rifle-pits  exposed  to  a  flank 
fire.  On  the  appearance  of  reenforoements,  they 
immediately  recrossed,  and  the  horse  artillery, 
superintended  by  Major  Beckham,  engaged  the 


enemy's  batteries.  Firing  was  kept  un  by  the 
artillery  and  sharpshooters  most  of  the  oay.  On 
the  fifteenth  their  cavalry  forced  a  crossing  at 
Wellford's  Ford,  driving  the  few  nickets  off,  and 
made  a  dash  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  at  Bev- 
erly's Ford,  driving  him  away.  As  soon  as  the 
brigade  could  be  brought  forward,  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  Beverly's  Ford,  and,  with  Colonel  Cham- 
bliss's  Thirteenth  regiment  Viiginia  cavalry,  drove 
their  rear  guard,  consisting  of  about  two  squad- 
rons, into  toe  river,  drowmng  a  number  of  them, 
capturing  fourteen  prisoners,  norses,  &c  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  Colonel  Chambliss  and  his  com- 
mand. He  had  with  him  only  about  one  good 
squadron.  Lieutenant  Nash,  adjutant  of  Thirteenth 
regiment,  and  Pat  Freeman,  the  Coloners  orderly, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry.  The  regi- 
ment charged  through  a  creek,  the  water  up  to 
their  saddle  skirts.  Colonel  Beale  had  crossed 
with  the  head  of  his  regiment,  but  was  recalled. 
He  captured  one  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  and 
horses.  Maior  Beckham,  with  his  artillery,  ren- 
dered valuable  aid,  and  he  and  his  officers  deserve 
much  praise  for  the  remarkable  manner  in  which 
their  guns  were  served.  Li  closing  this,  I  take 
pleasure  in  making  special  mention  of  Captain 
Boiling.  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all  former 
occasions  in  battle,  was  marked  for  coolness  and 
gallantry.  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
reports  from  the  commandants  of  the  respective 
regiments  and  batteries.  Also  to  append  a  sum- 
mary of  the  casualties  and  captures  of  the  two 
days: 
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Killed.  Woun'd 

1 

MlSSl'G. 

PRI8»RS. 

Horses. 

Staff  Nutth  Vibgiwia. 

1 

Ci 
es 

> 

2 

c 

.1 
> 

1 

1 

t 

t 

C 

4 

fi 

^ 

Staff, 

1 
1 
1 

12 

A.  A.  General'!  horse't  leg 

broken. 
Private  missing,  mipposed  to 

be  a  prisoner. 

Kinth  Vi^glnll^ 

1 

1 

1 

,   , 

,   , 

2 
3 

Thirteenth  Virginia, 

Second  NortK  Carolina, 

4 

Lieut.  Garf,  of  Thirtemtb, 
■ligrhtly  wounded. 

CAPTUR£S. 

One  Lientenant  and  ten  privates  by  Ninth  Virginia  oayalry. 
Four  privates  by  Thirteenth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Sixteen  horses  and  equipments. 


Referring  to  the  horses  ca])tured  firom  my  com 
mand,  I  have  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  smaUness 
of  my  force,  ftwo  regiments  being  detached,)  my 
picket  at  WeUford's  Ford  was  smdl  and  when  the 
enemy  dashed  upon  Colonel  Lewis  they  were  sep- 
arated some  distance  from  their  horses,  and  being 
partially  surprised,  they  had  to  make  their  escape 
without  their  horses,  as  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  themselves  being  captured.    It  is  needless  to 
state  that  the  Major-Oeneral  of  cavalry  was  on 
the  field  most  of  the  time,  and  that  his  presence 
gave  confidence  and  stability  to  the  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

BEPOKT  OF  COLONEL  CHAMBLISS. 

Headquartbrs  Thibteeitth  Viboikia  Cavalry,  ) 

April  17,  1863.    \ 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  regiment 
with  the  enemy,  on  the  fourteenth  and  fiiteenth 
instants.  On  the  fourteenth,  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  commanding  brigade,  my  regiment 
was  posted  at  Kelley's  Ford,  supporting  sharp- 
shooters in  the  rifle-pits  —  Lieutenant  Gary,  com- 
pany "D,"  ha^in^  oeen  previously  sent  to  the 
Kappahannock  bridge  with  twenty  sharpshooters, 
to  take  position  in  the  rifle-pits.  During  the  day, 
he  had  been  driven  out  of  his  position,  and  I 
called  upon  him  for  an  explanation.  He  stated 
that  the  block-house  was  occupied  by  a  few  men 
of  another  regiment,  posted  to  prevent  the  cross- 
ing of  the  brid^,  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
over  without  firing  a  shot,  and  thereby  exposed 
his  flank;  that  he  was  fired  into  from  that  direc- 
tion, while  a  body  of  the  enemy's  mounted  men 
were  attempting  to  cross  the  ford ;  these  he  gave 
a  volley  and  retired  on  account  of  what  has  just 
been  stated.  He  left  the  pits  with  his  men,  but 
soon,  however,  took  position  in  the  block-house, 
under  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy.    Lieutenant  Gary 


was  wounded;  no  other  casualties  occurred  during 
the  day.  On  the  fifteenth  I  xeceived  orders,  and 
moved  with  my  command  towards  WeUford's 
Ford,  as  the  enenoy  were  reported  to  have  crossed 
in  laree  force.  Owing  to  heavy  details,  I  had 
only  forty  men  in  camp,  and  came  upon  the 
rear  guaitl  of  the  enemy  near  Beverly's  Ford, 
where  we  charged  them  and  drove  them  pell-mell 
into  the  river,  capturing  fourteen  prisoners  and 
drowning  several  The  only  casualties  were  one 
man  wounded  and  one  missing.  All  the  men  and 
officers  behaved  well,  and  charged  under  hea^ 
fire  through  a  rocky  and  swollen  stream.  It  is 
useless  to  say  more,  as  this  occurred  under  the 
immediate  eyes  of  the  General ;  but  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  mentioning  the  ener^  and 
cool  bravery  displayed  by  my  Adjutant,  Lieuten- 
ant Nash,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to. 
I  am.  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Chambuss. 

beport  of  colonel  beale. 

HBADQU ASTERS  NlKTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALBT,  | 
April  11, 1863.     I 

Brigadier-Genercd  W.  H,  F.  Lee: 

I  submit  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  skirmishing  on  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  .instants,  together 
with  casualties  and  captures.  On  the  fourteenth 
one  company,  under  command  of  Captain  Sdth 
Boiling,  held  the  ford  at  Kellejr's  Mifls,  and  re- 
pulsed, with  some  loss  to  the  enemy,  an  attempt 
to  cross  with  a  force  of  two  or  more  regiments. 
Another  company,  under  immediate  command  of 
Captain  John  W.  Hungerford,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lewis,  held  the  ford  at  Beverly's  Mills. 
The  balance  were  engaged  in  watching  the  enemy 
at  Rappahannock  bridge,  and  reestablishing  the 
pickets  driven  out  in  the  morning.  On  the 
fifteenth,  the  enemy  having  crossed  in  large  force 
at  a  ford  above,  fianked  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mand under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  and  came 
down  upon  them  by  surprise.  The  coolness  and 
admirable    manoeuvring   of   Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Lewis  and  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Beale,  in  command 
of  sharnshooters  dismounted,  alone  aaved  this  lit- 
tle bana.  By  boldly  charging  the  advance,  the 
dismounted  men  were  successfully  extricated  from 
a  position  of  great  danger.  The  \f  hole  command 
in  the  evening  supported  Colonel  Chambliss  in  a 
diarge  upon  ihe  retreating  foe.  We  captured  one 
First  Lieutenant  of  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  and  ten 
privates,  ten  horses,  ten  carbines,  and  seven  pistols. 
Our  casualties  were,  one  private,  company  A, 
killed,  one  private,  company  H,  missing,  supposed 
to  be  captured,  two  horses  killed  and  one  wounded, 
twelve  horses  captured.  The  conduct  of  officers 
and  men  merits  the  highest  commendation. 

R.  L.  T.  Bbale, 
Colonel,  oommanding. 

EBPORT   OF  CAPTAIN  J.  W.  STRANGE. 

Headquabters  Second  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  i 
Near  Brandy  Station,  April  16,  16<B.     S 

QtnercH  W.  H,  F,  Lee^  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
h(mor  to  report  that  during  the  operations  of  the 
brigade  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  my  command, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  mounted 
men,  was  held  as  a  protection  to  the  Whitworth 
gun,  stationed  on  the  road  about  a  mile  beyond 
Brandy  Station,  where  we  remained  without  any 
active  duty  until  relieved  by  your  order,  about 
nine  p.  il,  and  returned  to  camp.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fifteenth  instant,  twenty  men,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  James  Bakfer,  company 
D,  were  detached,  and  sent  to  the  block-house  at 
Kappahannock  bridge,  to  protect  it,  and  I,  with  the 
rest  of  my  command,  were  held  as  a  protection 
to  two  guns  of  Captain  Moorman's  batter}*,  sta- 
tioned near  the  bridge.  These  dispositions  re- 
mained unchanged  until  about  two  p.  M.,  when  I 
received  orders  to  proceed,  in  company  with  Cap- 
tain Moorman's  guoa,  to  Beverly  Ford,  and  there 
protect  them  in  their  operations  against  the 
enemy.  We  saw  no  active  duty  during  the  sldr- 
nush,  and  after  the  enemy  were  repulsed  returned 
with  the  brigade  to  our  present  camp.  During 
these  two  days  the  dismounted  men,  (143)  rank 
and  file,  that  had  been  distributed  at  the  different 
fords  as  sharpshooters,  had  several  encounters 
with  the  enemy;  those  stationed  at  Wellford's 
Ford,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Luckv,  com- 
pany B,  were  driven  offi  and  privates  Robert  H. 
Sumrou,  company  B,  A.  D.  Clark,  company  D, 
J>  H.  liay,  company  A,  John  Kelley,  company  A, 
were  captured.  These  were  the  only  casualties 
that  occurred  in  my  regiment 

Verj-  respectfiuly,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  W.  Strange, 

Captain  Co.  D,  commanding  Regiment. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MOORMAN. 

HZADQUABTBBS  MOORMAN'S  BATTBRT,  ) 
April  10,  1863.      t 

Brwadier  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee: 

Pursuant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  bat- 
toy  during  the  engagement  of  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth: 


Upon  the  fourteenth,  my  battery  moved  from 
camp,  near  brigade  headquarters,  following  the 
Ninth  cavalry.  Upon  reaching  a  high  hill,  some 
mile  and  a  half  below  Brandy  Station,  I  was  or- 
dered, by  Major  Beckham,  to  send  one  piece 
(rifled)  forward  to  KeUey's  Ford,  where,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  it  fired 
repeatedly  upon  the  enemy,  Tacross  the  river,) 
With  what  effect  not  ascertamea.  The  remainder 
of  my  battery' (two  guns)  I  moved,  by  order  of 
General  Stuart,  to  Happahannook  bridge,  and 
there  opened  upon,  dispersing  different  squads  of 
the  enemy.  During  the  afternoon  a  section  of 
the  enemy's  guns  were  put  in  position  behind 
earthworks,  and  engaged  my  guns  for  probably 
forty  minutes,  and  then  retired.  I  am  happy  to 
report  no  casualties  during  the  day.  . 

On  the  fifteenth,  m^  battery  "was  again  called 
out  and  held  in  position  near  the  old  church, 
upon  the  road  (I  believe)  to  Beverly  Ford.'  From 
there  it  returned  to  camp,  not  being  called  upon. 

Respectfully  submitted,      M.  N.  Moorman, 
Captain,  oommanding  Battery  Light  Horse  Artillery. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  FOBD. 

Camp  near  Culfepbb  Court-House,  ) 
AprU  id,  1863.     ) 

Captain  W.  8.  Eobins,  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  was  ordered,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  to  move  a  section  of  my  battery 
near  Rappahannock  bridge,  —  Lieutenant  Brown's 
section,  —  consisting  of  a  Napoleon  and  a  Blakely 
rifled  gun.  We  took  position  with  the  Blakely 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  shelled  tne  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had 
occupied  the  hills  opposite.  After  dispersing 
them,  I  moved  the  section  on  the  hill  immediately 
overlooking  the  river,  and  there  exchan^d  shots, 
for  about  half  an  an  hour,  with  a  section  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  well  protected  by  a 
redoubt  We  sustained  no  injury.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  we  punished  our  opponent  or  not. 
The  redoubt  was  struck  repeatedly. 

About  twelve  o'clock  t^  next  day,  (fifteenth,) 
I  was  ordered  hurriedly  to  Wellford's  Ford,  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  rain ;  arrived  there ;  sharp- 
shooters were  again  dispersed. 

We  returned  to  camp  this  morning,  having  ex- 
pended about  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  having  no  casualty  to  report.  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows  was  with  us  also. 

Ofi&cers  and  men  behaved  well ;  ig;id,  notwith- 
standing the  rain  was  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
content, nothing  of  the  kind  was  manifested. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  S.  Ford. 

DoaSd. 

GENERAL  GARFIELD'S  LETTER  TO  GEN- 
ERAL  ROSECRANS. 

Hbaoquartbrs  Department  CUMBBRLAXD,  > 
MURTREBSBORO',  Jane  12, 1863.     ) 

^  General  :  In  your  confidential  letter  of  the 
eighth  instant  to  the  Corps  and  Division  Com- 
manders and  Genends  of  cavahry  of  this  army, 
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REBELLION    RECORD,   1862-64. 


there  were  substantially  five  questions  propounded 
for  their  consideration  and  answer,  viz. :  — 

1.  Has  the  enemy  in  our  front  been  materially 
weakened  by  detachments  to  Johnson  or  else- 
where? 

2.  Can  this  army  advance  on  him  at  this  tune 
with  reasonable  chances  of  fighting  a  great  and 
successful  battle  P 

3.  Do  ^ou  think  an  advance  of  our  army  at 
present  hkely  to  prevent  additional  reenforce- 
ments  being  sent  against  General  Grant  by  the 
enemy  in  our  front  ? 

4.  jDo  you  think  an  immediate  advance  of 
this  army  advisable  ? 

5.  T)o  you  think  an  early  advance  advisable? 
Many  of  these  answers  are  not  categorical,  and 

cannot  be  clearly  set  down  either  as  affirmative 
or  negative ;  especially  in  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion there  is  much  indefiniteness;  resulting  from 
the  difi^rence  of  judgment  as  to  how  great  a  de- 
tachment could  be  considered  a  ^  material  reduc- 
tion "  of  Brag^s  strength.  For  example,  one 
officer  thinks  it  has  been  reduced  ten  thousand, 
but  not  "  materially  weakened." 

The  answers  to  the  second  question  are  modi- 
fied in  some  instances  by  the  opinion  that  the 
rebels  will  fall  back  behind  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  thus  no  battle  can  be  fought,  either  success- 
ful or  unsuccessful. 

So  far  as  these  opinions  can  be  stated  in 
tabular  form,  they  will  stand  thus :  — 

Answer  to  first  question,  6  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"       second    "  2  "Yes."  11   "No." 

"       third       «  4  "Yes."  10  "No." 

"       fourth     "  0  "Yes."  15  "No." 

"fifth        "  0  "Yes."  2  "No." 

On  the  fifth  question,  three  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  this  army  ought  to  advance  as  soon 
as  Vicksburg  falls,  should  that  event  happen. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reasons 
assigned  why  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  advance 
upon  the  enemy :  — 

1.  With  Hooker's  army  defeated,  and  Grant's 
bending  all  its  energies  in  a  yet  undecided  strug- 
gle, it  is  bad  policy  to  risk  our  only  reserve  armv 
to  the  chances  of  a  general  engagement.  A 
failure  here  would  have  most  disastrous  effects 
on  our  lines  of  communication,  and  on  politics 
in  the  loyal  states. 

2.  We  should  be  compelled  to  fight  the  enemy 
on  his  own  ground,  or  follow  him  in  a  fruitless 
stern  chase,  or,  if  we  attempted  to  outflank  him 
and  turn  his  position,  we  should  expose  our  line 
of  communication,  and  run  the  nsk  of  being 
pushed  back  into  a  rough  country,  well  known  to 
the  enemy  and  little  known  to  ourselves. 

3.  In  case  the  enemy  should  fall  back  without 
accepting  battle,  he  could  make  our  advance  very 
slow,  and,  with  a  comparatively  small  force 
posted. in  the  gaps  of  the  mountams,  could  hold 
us  back  while  he  crossed  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  he  would  be  measurably  secure  and  free  to 
send  reenforcements  to  Johnson.  His  forces  in 
East  Tennessee  could  seriously  harass  our  left 
flank  and  constantly  disturb  our  communications. 


4.  The  withdrawal  of  Bumside's  Ninth  army 
corps  deprives  us  of  an  important  reserve  and 
flank  protection,  thus  increasing  the  difficulty  of 
an  advance. 

5.  General  Hurlbort  has  sent  the  most  of  lus 
forces  away  to  General  Grant,  thus  leaving  West 
Tennessee  tmcovered,  and  laying  our  right  flank 
and  rear  open  to  raids  of  the  enem)r. 

The  following  incidental  opinions  are  ex- 
pressed :  — 

1.  One  officer  thinks  it  probable  that  the 
enemy  has  been  strengthened  rather  than  weak- 
ened, and  that  he  would  have  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  victory  in  a  general  battle. 

2.  One  officer  beUeves  the  result  of  a  general 
battle  would  be  doubtful,  a  victory  barren,  and  a 
defeat  most  disastrous. 

3.  Three  officers  believe  that  an  advance 
would  bring  on  a  general  engagement  Three 
believe  it  would  not. 

4.  Two  officers  express  the  opinion  that  the 
chances  of  success  in  a  general  battle  are  neariy 
equaL 

5.  One  officer  expresses  the  belief  that  our 
armjr  has  reached  its  maximum  strength  and 
efficiency,  and  that  inactivity  will  seriously  impair 
its  eflectiveness. 

6.  Two  officers  say  that  an  increase  of  onr 
cavalry,  by  about  six  thousand  men,  would  ma- 
terially change  the  aspect  of  our  a&irs  and  give 
us  a  decided  advantage. 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  strength  of 
Bragg's  army,  gathered  from  aU  the  data  1  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  including  the  estimate  of  the 
General  commanding  in  his  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Stone  River ;  flicts  gathered  from  nrii- 
oners,  deserters,  scouts,  and  reftigees,  and  nrom 
rebel  newspapers. 

After  the  battle  he  consolidated  many  of  his 
decimated  regiments  and  irregular  organixations, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  sending  reenforcements  to 
Johnson  his  anny  had  reached  its  greatest  effec- 
tive strength.  It  consisted  of  five  divisions  of 
in&ntry,  composed  of  ninety-four  regiments,  and 
two  independent  battalions  of  ahau^hooters— 
say  ninety-five  regiments. 

By  a  law  of  the  Confederate  Con^ss,  r^ 
ments  are  consolidated  when  their  effiKtire 
strength  falls  below  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Even 
the  regiments  formed  by  ^uch  consolidation 
(which  may  reasonably  be  re^u*ded  as  the  fall- 
est)  must  rail  below  five  hundred  men ;  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  four  hundred  is  a  large  estimate  of  the 
average  strength.    The  force  wotdd  then  be,— 

Infantry,  95  regiments,  400  each,    38,000 

Cavalry,    35        "         say    500    «*       17,500 
Artillery,  26  batteries,    "       100    "        2.600 

Total       58,100 

This  force  has  been  reduced  by  detachments 
to  Johnson.  It  is  as  well  known  as  we  can  ever 
expect  to  ascertain  such  facts,  that  three  brigades 
have  gone  from  McCown's  division  and  two  or 
three  firom  Breckinridge's;  say  two.    It  is  dear 
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that  there  are  now  but  four  infantry  divisions  in 
Bragg's  armv  —  the  fourth  being  composed  of 
fra^ents  of  McCown's  and  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ions, and  must  be  much  smaller  than  the  average. 
Deducting  the  five  brigades,  and  supposinff  them 
composed  of  only  four  regiments  each,  which  is 
below  the  general  average,  it  gives  an  infantry 
redaction  of  twenty  regiments,  four  hundred  each, 
—eight  thousand ;  leaving  a  remainder  of  thirty 
thousand. 

It  is  clearly  ascertained  that  at  least  two  bri- 
gades of  cavalry  have  been  sent  from  Van  Dom's 
command  to  Mississippi,  and  it  is  asserted  in  the 
"  Chattanooga  Rebel, '  of  June  eleventh,  that  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  command  has  been  permanently 
detached  and  sent  to  Eastern  Kentucky.  It  is 
not  certainly  known  how  large  his  division  is,  but' 
it  is  known  to  contain  at  least  two  brigades. 
Taking  this  minimum  as  the  &ct,  and  we  have  a 
reduction  of  four  brigades.  Taking  the  lowest 
estimate,  four  regiments  to  the  brigade,  and  we 
have  a  reduction  by  detachment  of  sixteen  regi- 
ments, five  hundred  each,  leaving  his  present 
effective  cavalry  force  nine  thousand  five  hundred. 
With  the  nine  brigades  of  the  two  arms  thus 
detached,  it  will  be  safe  to  say  there  have  gone 
six  batteries,  eighty  men  each :  four  hundred  and 
dghty ;  leaving  him  twenty  batteries,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty,  making  a  total 
reduction  of  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  leaving,  of  the  three  arms,  a  total  of  forty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty.  In  tms 
estimate  I  have  placed  all  doubts  m  Bragg's 
favor,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  considerably  be- 
yond the  truth.  General  Sheridan,  who  has 
taken  great  puns  to  collect  evidence  on  this 
pomt,  places  it  considerably  below  these  figures ; 
bat  assuming  these  to  be  correct,  and  granting 
what  is  still  more  improbable,  that  Bragg  would 
abandon  all  his  rear  posts,  and  entireljr  neglect  his 
communicatioQS,  and  could  bring  his  I^t  man 
into  battle,  I  next  ask.  What  have  we  to  oppose 
to  him? 

The  last  ofiScial  re^rt  of  efiective  stren^  of 
this  army,  now  on  file  m  the  office  of  the  Assistant 
Adiatant-General,  is  dated  June  eleventh,  instant, 
ana  shows  that  we  have  in  this  department,  omit- 
ting all  officers  and  enlisted  men  attached  to  de- 
partment, corps,  division,  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters,— 

First,  inlantrv,  one  himdred  and  seventy-three 
regimoits,  ten  battalions  sharpshooters,  four  pi- 
oneers, one  regiment  engineers  and  mechanics, 
with  a  total  efiective  strength  of  seventy  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Second,  cavalry,  twenty-seven  regiments,  one 
unattached  company :  eleven  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Third,  forty-seven  and  a  half  batteries  field 
wtillcry,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  ^mis,  and  five  thousand  and  «ixty-nine  men ; 
inakm^  a  grand  total  of  eighty-seven  thousand 
e%ht  hundred :  or,  leaving  out  all  commissioned 
officers,  this  army  represents  eighty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  ana  sixty-seven  bayonets  and 
labres. 


This  report  does  not  include  the  Fiflh  Iowa 
cavalry,  six  hundred  strong,  lately  armed,  nor 
the  First  Wisconsin  cavalry,  nor  Cobum's  bri- 
gade of  infantry,  now  arriving,  nor  the  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-four  convalescents 
now  on  light  duty  in  Fortress  Rosecrans. 

There  are  detached  from  this  force  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

At  Gallatin, 969 

"  Carthage, 1,149 

"  Fort  Donelson, 1,495 

"  aarkesville, 1,138 

«  Nashville, 7,292 

"  Franklin, -  900 

«*  Loverane, 2,117 

Total,  6,130 

With  these  posts  as  they  are,  and  leaving  two 
thousand  five  hundred  efficient  men,  in  addition 
to  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  convalescents,  to  hold  the  works  at  this 
place,  there  wUl  be  left  sixty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets  and  sabres  to 
throw  against  Bragg's  forty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty. 

I  be^  leave  also  to  submit  the  following  con- 
siderations :  — 

1.  Bragg's  army  is  now  weaker  than  it  has 
been  since  the  battle,  or  is  likely  to  be  again  for 
the  present,  while  our  army  has  reached  its 
maximum  strength,  and  we  have  no  ri£;ht  to  ex- 
pect further  reenforcements  for  several  months, 
&  at  all. 

2.  Whatever  be  the  result  at  Vicksburg,  the 
determination  of  its  fate  will  give  large  reenforce- 
ments to  Bragg.  If  Grant  is  successful,  his  army 
will  require  many  weeks  to  recover  from  the 
shock  and  strain  of  his  late  campaign,  while 
Johnson  will  send  hack  to  Bragg  a  force  sufficient 
to  insure  the  safety  of  Tennessee.  If  Grant  fails, 
the  same  result  will  inevitably  follow,  so  far  as 
Bragg's  army  is  concerned.  No  man  can  affirm, 
with  certainty  the  result  of  any  battle,  however 
^eat  the  disparity  in  numbers,  — such  results  are 
in  the  baud  of  God.  But  viewing  the  question  in 
the  light  of  human  calculation,  1  refuse  to  enter- 
tain a  doubt  that  this  army,  which  in  January 
last  defeated  Bragg's  superior  numbers,  can  over- 
whelm his  greatly  inferior  force.  The  most  un- 
favorable course  for  us  that  Bra^g  could  tcdie 
would  be  to  fall  back  without  giving  us  battle. 
But  this  would  be  very  disastrous  to  him,  besides 
the  loss  of  material  of  war  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  rich  and  abundant  harvest  now  nearly  ripe 
in  Central  Tennessee.  He  would  lose  heavily  by 
desertion.  It  is  well  known  that  a  wide-spread 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  his  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  troops.  They  are  already  deserting  in 
large  numbers.  A  retreat  would  greatly  increase 
both  the  desire  and  the  opportunity  for  desertion, 
and  would  very  materially  reduce  his  physical 
and  moral  strength.  While  it  would  lengthen 
our  line  of  communications  it  would  give  us 
possession  of  McMinnsville,  and  enable  us  to 
threaten  Chattanooga  and  East  Tennessee ;  and 
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it  would  not  be  imreaBonable  to  expect  an  early 
occupation  of  the  former  place. 

5.  But  the  chances  are  more  than  even  that 
a  sudden  and  rapid  movement  would  compel  a 
general  engagement,  and  the  defeat  of  Braffg 
would  be  in  me  highest  degree  disastrous  to  the 
rebellion. 

6.  The  turbulent  aspect  of  politics  in  the 
loyal  states  renders  a  decisive  blow  against  the 
enemy  at  this  time  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  success  of  the  government  at  the  polls,  and 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  Conscription  Act 

7.  The  government  and  the  war  department 
believe  that  this  army  ought  to  move  upon  the 
enem^  —  the  army  desires  it,  and  the  countzy  is 
anxiously  hoping  tor  it 

8.  Our  true  objective  point  is  the  rebel  army, 
whose  last  reserves  are  substantially  in  the  field, 
and  an  effective  blow  will  crush  the  shell,  and 
soon  be  followed  by  the  collapse  of  the  rebel 
government 

9.  You  have,  in  mjr  judgment,  wisely  delayed 
a  general  movement  hitherto  till  your  army  could 
be  massed  and  your  cavalry  could  be  mounted. 
Your  Mobile  force  can  now  be  concentrated  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  your  cavalry,  if  not  equal 
in  numerical  strength  to  that  of  the  enemy,  is 
greatly  superior  in  efficiency  and  morale. 

For  these  reasons,  I  believe  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  all  our  avaUable  forces  is  advisable,  and, 
imder  the  providence  of  Qod  wiQ  be  successfuL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  StaflT. 

Majoe-Oeneral  Bosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  Cnmberland. 
Official:  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  A4)utant-Gen^al. 


Doc.  34. 

HARPER'S  FBRRY  ARMORY  AND  mSTORY. 

The  recent  appearance  of  the  first  instalment 
of  several  works  devoted  to  the  war,  suggests  to 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  events  ue  duty 
of  correcting  at  once  the  errors  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  haste  with  which  these  volumes  have 
been  prepared  before  such  errors  are  permanently 
incorporated  into  the  recognized  authorities  on 
the  subject  of  the  rebellion.  And  an  article  in 
a  late  number  of  a  popular  magazine  is  so  pal- 
pably deficient  in  &ct,  and  so  erroneous  in  deauc- 
tion,  as  to  call  for  a  response.  In  truth,  histories 
of  Uie  great  rebellion  are  so  rapidly  multiplying 
that  the  power  of  the  press  seems  to  be  severely 
taxed  to  supply  the  demand,  the  varieties  being 
suited  to  every  taste,  from  the  baffied  malignity 
and  dismal  lamentations  which  form  a  pleasing 
climax  to  that  gem  in  the  literature  of  treason 
known  as  the  '*  Lost  Cause,"  to  the  ponderous 
compilations  which  make  ud  the  pages  of  the 
**  Rebellion  Record."  Very  little  time  has  been 
lost  "  in  the  improvement  of  the  subject,"  and 
writers  and  publishers  have  been  alike  anxious  to 

<*  Catob,  ere  she  change,  the  Cynthia  of  the  minute.*' 


Whether  there  has  not  possibly  been  an  undue 
haste  in  the  preparation  of  these  works,  whether 
the  facts  have  been  sought  and  eUminated  with 
sufficient  industry  and  care,  whether  reference 
has  been  had  in  dl  cases  to  the  best  authorities, 
and  whether  the  passions  and  prejudices  pertain- 
ing to  the  conflict  have  sufficiently  subsided  to 
secure  a  thoroughly  faithful  and  impartial  narra- 
tive of  events  so  complicated  and  momentous,  are 
questions  which  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  All 
will  admit,  however,  that  every  fact  which  is  not 
below  the  dignity  of  history  is  worthy  of  being 
told  correctly ;  and  it  cannot  be  altogether  unin- 
teresting or  unprofitable  to  glance  at  some  of  the 
statements  touching  one  incident  which  marked 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  show 
*how  widely  these  statements  vary  fit>m  the  whole 
truth.  As  ever^  work  on  the  subject  of  the  war 
to  which  the  wnter  has  had  access  pretends  to 
describe  this  incident  with  more  or  less  minute- 
ness, the  facts  connected  therewith  may  be  con- 
sidered of  suffident  consequence  to  lustify  an 
appeal  to  the  testimony  as  found  in  the  official 
records.  The  substance  of  what  is  herein  related 
may  be  found  in  the  evidence  given  before  the 
committee  of  the  senate  which  investigated  the 
matter,  and  of  which  Mr.  Senator  Grimes  was  the 
acting  chairman. 

This  historic  perversion  has  finally  assumed  so 
considerable  a  magnitude  as  to  be  found  in  the 
newspaper  and  the  magazine;  in  the  incidental 
summaries  of  the  biographer,  in  the  more  elabo- 
rate disquisitions  of  the  historian,  and  in  the  quasi 
authoritative  reports  of  the  war  department.  In 
his  history  of  the  "American  Conflict,"  Mr. 
Greeley  introduces  the  fiction  with  commendable 
brevity ;  Mr.  Lossing,  according  to  the  character 
and  purpose  of  his  work,  goes  more  into  detafl, 
and  supports  himself  by  a  formidable  array  of 
marginal  references;  tne  authors  of  Harper's 
"Pictorial  History"  repeat  the  story  with  ad- 
ditions, and  General  Strother,  who  was  on  the 
ground,  and  who  ought  to  have  known,  and  evi- 
dently intended  to  narrate  the  facts  in  his  spirited 
sketch  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  June,  1866,  in- 
dorses the  general  error.  In  Holland's  adnura- 
ble  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  story  is  thus  told  :  — 

"The  government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry 
were  blown  up  and  burned  bv  Lieutenant  Jones, 
in  command  of  a  company  of  regulars,  moved  by 
the  intelligence  of  an  advance  of  a  laige  confed- 
erate force."  Mr.  Secretary  Cameron,  whose  for- 
^etfulness,  as  will  be  shown,  is  very  extraordinary, 
m  his  official  t>eport  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress in  1861  uses  the  following  language :  — 

"In  this  connection  it  is  a  pleasurable  duty  to 
refer  to  the  vety  gallant  action  of  Lieutenant 
Roger  Jones,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  band- 
some  and  successful  manner  in  which  he  executed 
the  orders  of  the  government  at  that  important 
post"  Other  cfUotations  are  not  necessary,  aa 
the  essence  of  the  fiction  is  contained  in  these 
two  brief  passages,  though  in  the  "histories" 
referred  to  the  story  is  considerably  amplified 
and  embellished.  Lieutenant  Jones  was  never 
in  command  at  Harper's  Ferry.     For  aererai 
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months  preceding  the  assault  on  Fort  Sumter 
be  had  been  stationed  at  the  armory  in  command 
of  a  guard  of  about  fifty  men.  The  superinten- 
dent of  the  armory  was  a  delegate  to  the  Rich* 
mend  convention,  but  though  elected  as  a  Union 
man,  voted  with  the  majonty  for  secession,  and 
immediately  hastened  home  to  surrender  his  com- 
maDd  to  the  traitors.  On  the  day  that  Virginia 
"seceded,"  Captain  Kingsbury,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  then  on  duty  in  Washington,  was 
ordered,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Scott,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  as- 
tome  command. 

That   order  was    couched   in    the    following 
terms: — 

ADJUTAlfT  OBKERAL'S  OFPICK,      ( 

Washikoton,  April  17,  1861.  J 
SiB:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Vir- 
ginia, and  perform  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  armory  at  that  place  until  furUier  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed,)  L.  Thomas, 

A^Iatont-Qeneral. 
To  Captain  Charles  P.  Kingsbubt, 
Ordnance  Department. 

'  Should  it  occur  to  the  reader  that  there  is  a 
dight  discrepancy  between  the  language  of  Mr. 
Cameron's  report  as  already  (quoted,  and  the  terms 
of  this  order,  I  must  refer  him  to  that  ex-official 
for  en  explanation.  And  it  would  also  be  satis- 
factory if  a  copy  of  "  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment," which  were  '*  executed  in  such  a  hand- 
some and  successful  manner,"  could  be  fur- 
nished at  the  same  time  by  the  Secretary. 
Before  leaving  Washington,  Captain  Kings- 
bury received  yerbal  instructions  from  General 
Scott.  On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of 
April  he  assumed  control  of  the  armory.  The 
orainary  operations  of  the  post  were  continued 
uniil  after  the  arrival  of  the  first  passenger  train 
from  the  east.  On  that  train  came  the  late  Super- 
intendent of  the  armory  with  a  few  friends,  and 
their  advent  was  signalized  by  a  disloyal  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  a  crowd  in  attendance  upon 
the  depot  The  cry,  "  Virginia  will  take  care  of 
Harper's  Ferry ! "  was  loudly  and  defiantly  repeat- 
ed. An  intense  excitement  soon  prevailed  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  extended  to  the  shops.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  confidence  of  the  traitors,  that  in  their 
opmion  the  place  would  soon  be  in  their  posses- 
aoD,  and  if  it  was  to  be  defended  no  time  must 
be  lost  in  organizing  the  Union  forces.  The  shops 
were  accordingly  closed,  by  order  of  Captain 
Kingsbury ;  the  men  were  assembled,  and  in  a 
brief  address  the  commanding  officer  described 
tite  situation,  and  called  for  volunteers.  The 
vorkmen  had  been  formed  into  military  compa- 
nies since  the  John  Brown  raid.  All  who  were 
faithful  to  their  allegiance,  and  willing  to  protect 
and  defend  the  property  of  the  Umted  States, 
were  directed  to  assemble  with  their  company  or- 
ganizations at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  The  order  was 
received  with  applause  ;  the  men  dispersed,  as  was 
supposed*  for  weir  arms  and  equipments  $  but  the 
Vol.  X.— Doc.        21 


appointed  hour  arrived,  and  brought  with  it  no 
I  such  force  as  had  been  expected.  Only  a  small 
!  number  of  the  men  employed  responded  to  the 
I  appeal,  and  it  was  uncertain,  in  view  of  the  active 
and  evil  influences  then  at  work  around  them, 
'  how  many  of  these  could  be  relied  on  at  the  deci- 
I  sive  momeht.  To  attempt  to  defend  the  post 
I  with  the  small  detachment  of  regulars,  would 
have  been  preposterous ;  for  before  one  o'clock  it 
was  believed,  on  the  authority  of  a  telegram  from 
Washington,  that  an  armed  force  was  en  route 
from  Richmond  to  capture  the  place,  and  secure 
the  fifteen  thousand  arms  which  were  still  in 
store,  and  which  Floyd  and  his  coadjutors  had 
been  unable  to  dispose  of.  There  was  then  but 
one  alternative  by  which  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
the  traitors,  and  the  destruction  of  the  arms  be- 
came a  military  necessity.  About  three  o'clock 
p.  M.  a  report  was  received  that  several  Virginia 
companies  were  marching  from  Charlestown  to 
the  Ferry,  and  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
agents  of  the  railroad  to  Winchester  had  been 
specially  instructed  to  keep  the  track  clear  that 
mght,  which  was  an  unusual  order,  as  only  day 
trains  were  habitually  run  upon  that  road.  As 
the  necessity  for  active  measures  arose  much 
sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  the  preparations 
were  necessarily  hastily  made ;  and  as  the  civil 
employees  of  the  government  could  not  be  relied 
upon,  the  details  of  the  afiair  were  of  course  con- 
fided to  Lieutenant  Jones  and  his  men.  The 
powder  belonging  to  the  armory  was  in  the  maga- 
zine on  the  heights,  and  orders  were  given  oy 
Captain  Kingsbury  to  have  it  transferred  where 
it  would  be  at  once  available.  Government  pow- 
der is  packed  in  barrels,  holding  one  hundred 
pounds  each,  and  these,  from  their  size,  could  not 
be  conveyed  to  the  storehouses  containing  the 
arms  without  revealing  the  fact,  and  possibly  ex- 
citing suspicion  as  to  the  object  of  tne  transfer. 
Fortunately  several  small  kegs  were  found,  which 

S roved  to' have  been  carried  thither  by  John 
Irown,  and  which  were  admirably  adapted  to  Hie 
holy  and  patriotic  purpose  for  which  it  was  now 
wanted.  The^  boxes  containing  the  arms  were  so 
arranged  as  to  be  most  favorable  to  ignition,  the 
fagots  were  piled  and  the  powder  dy^tributed, 
ready  for  the  application  of  tne  fire  at  the  given 
signal  Care  was  taken  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
injury  to  private  dwellings  or  their  occupants  by 
the  explosion ;  and  as  tne  prime  object  of  the 
Virginia  expedition  was  plainly  the  seizure  of 
the  arms,  their  destruction  was  considered  of  such 
importance  as  not  to  be  hazarded  by  a  diversion 
of  the  means  to  other  parts  of  the  establishment; 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  rel^*  upon  the 
natural  combustibility  of  the  materials  for  the 
destruction  of  the  workshops  and  machiner}?. 
Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  p^m.  a  gentleman 
arrived  from  the  direction  of  Charlestown>  and 
reported  that  about  two  thousand  men  were  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  the  place.  As  this  infor^ 
mation  appeared  reliable,  the  match  was  soon  ap- 
plied to  tne  trains  already  laid  in  the  arsenab, 
and  to  the  combustible  materials  in  the  oai^nter's 
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shop,  and  the  room  contaiiuDg  the  gunstocks. 
The  rifle  works,  in  which  there  were  but  a  small 
number  of  finished  arms,  on  account  of  their  re- 
moteness, could  not  be  conveniently  fired.  As 
soon  as  the  buildings  were  fairly  lighted,  Lieuten- 
ant Jones  with  his  guard  left  for  Hagerstown, 
while  Captain  Kingsbury  was  hardly  authorized 
to  leave  then,  and  was  also  unwilling  to  depart 
before  learning  the  result  of  his  efibrts  to  baffle 
the  Bichmond  conspirators.  For  some  time  after 
the  beginning  of  the  conflagration  the  streets  of 
the  village  were  deserted.  At  length  one  man, 
who  appeared  more  enterprising  than  his  neigh- 
bors, entered  one  of  the  bummg  arsenals  and 
hauled  therefrom  into  the  street  a  box  of  arms. 
On  0})enine  it,  and  not  finding  the  rifle  muskets 
he  evidently  expected,  he  rushed  again  towards 
the  building  for  the  probable  purpose  of  trying 
his  luck  upon  another,  when  the  first  dischar^ 
of  old  John  Brown's  powder  caused  him  to  recoil, 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  other  attempt  was  made 
to  enter  the  storehouses  before  the  contents  were 
destroyed.  Captain  Kin^bury,  therefore,  had 
the  gratification  of  ascertaining,  that  although  the 
shops  and  machinery  were  not  seriously  damaged, 
of  the  fifteen  thousand  or  sixteen  thousand  nfles 
and  muskets  in  store,  which  were  intended  to 
arm  the  battalions  of  treason,  only  a  few  hundred 
—  and  not  thousands,  as  has  been  stated  —  that 
were  scattered  among  the  buildings  escaped  de- 
struction. 

The  entire  responsibility  of  the  affedr  thus  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Kingsbury.  He  sought  to 
defend  the  place  by  arming  the  operatives,  and 
when  this  was  found  impracticable,  it  was  by  his 
orders  and  through  his  instrumentalitv  that  the 
only  means  at  hand  were  made  available  to  de- 
stroy the  arms,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the 
assault. 

Of  all  those  engaged  in  the  a&ir  he  was  the 
only  one  exposed  to  personal  peril.  At  one  time, 
surrounded  l>y  an  infuriate  mob,  with  a  bayonet 
at  his  breast,  he  might  probably  have  been  the 
first  victim  of  the  rebellion  but  for  the  generous 
interposition  of  a  gentleman  present,  to  whom  he 
was  almost  a  stranger.  A  citizen  of  Harper's  Ferry 
thus  wrote  to  him,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April : 
"  The  feeling  against  you  rose  very  high,  and  I 
was  glad  to  learn  that  you  had  left  tne  place.  If 
you  had  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  person 
would  have  sustained  injury.**  After  escaping 
from  the  hands  of  his  captors.  Captain  Kingsbury 
was  enabled,  by  a  night  tramp  of  twenty-two  miles 
over  the  cross-ties  of  the  Baltmiore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, to  reach  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth,  where  he  found,  on  his  arrival,  that  the 
pressure  of  official  duty  was  such  that  he  had  no 
time  to  make  a  written  report  of  his  conduct 
That,  however,  was  not  then  necessary,  as  the  facts 
were  not  only  well  known  in  military  circles,  but 
also  among  the  rebel  sympathizers  of  the  capital 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  name  of  the  offi- 
cer who  originated  the  movement,  and  carried  it 
to  a  sucoessftil  conclusion,  was  suppressed  at  the 
time  by  the  northern  papers,  and  careftdly  exclud- 
ed from  an  official  report  of  the  afiidr  by  the  very 


Secretary  by  whose  order  he  was  thus  suddenly 
placed  in  a  position  of  such  responsibility ;  and 
the  same  version  or  perversion  of  the  fiicts  Is  still 
reproduced  by  all  the  historians  of  the  rebellion. 
But  while  Captain  KingsbinT's  name  was  thus  sys- 
tematically ignored  at  the  north,  and  by  the  war 
department  of  the  government,  lus  efibrts  for  the 
cause  of  the  Union  were  promptly  recognized  and 
appreciated  elsewhere.  In  the  **  Staunton  (Va.) 
Spectator,"  and  other  southern  newspapers,  he 
was  denounced  for  his  action  at  Harpers  Feny  at 
a  "  diabolical  monster,"  and  his  name  held  up  far 
reproach  and  execration  among  his  friends  and 
relatives  at  the  south. 

A  brief  glance  at  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  attack  on  Harper's  Ferry  will  show  that 
the  events  of  that  night  probably  had  a  far  more 
important  bearing  upon  the  final  result  of  the 
rebellion  than  has  ever  been  publicly  ascribed  to 
them.  The  object  of  Wise — who  it  was  under- 
stood originated  the  raid — and  his  fellow-conspir- 
ators was,  evidently,  to  capture  the  arms,  proceed 
at  once  to  Baltimore,  arm  the  ruffians  then  having 
control  of  that  city,  and  complete  the  then  easy 
conquest  of  the  national  capitaL  An  extra  loco- 
motive of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  with 
steam  on,  was  in  waiting  at  the  Harper's  Ferry 
bridge ;  a  mvsterious  party  from  Baltimore  was 
on  the  ground,  one  of  whom  positively  refused  the 
use  of  Uie  engine  to  carry  Captain  Ejngsbury  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  mob  from  which  he  hEsd 
just  made  bis  escape ;  and  the  next  day  —  the  day 
of  the  slaughter  of  the  Massachusetts  troops—^ 
these  arms  would  doubtless  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  myrmidons  of  treason  on  a  triumphal  mardi 
to  Washington. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  fbrcibly  presented  in 
Abbott's  history  of  the  rebellion,  and  is  sustained 
by  the  following  extracts  from  letters  written  by 
officers  holding  at  that  time  hi^  position  in  the 
military  service.  General  Craig,  who  wiis  then 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  thus  writes :  '<  There  can  be  do 
doubt  the  destruction  of  the  arms  there  (Harper's 
Ferry^  was  cause  of  ^at  disappointment  to  the 
conspirators,  who  evidently  calculated  on  being 
able  oy  their  means  to  eouip  a  force*  sufficient  to 
capture  the  capital,  half  filled  as  it  was  with  trai- 
tors and  lukewarm  officials."  General  CuUum, 
who  was  then  on  the  staff  of  Lieutenant-General 
Scott,  writes  as  follows :  "  It  was  doubtless  the 
design  of  the  rebels  to  procure  arms  there  (Har- 
per's Ferry)  and  move  on  Baltimore.  Washing- 
ton was  doubtless  the  ultimate  point  of  attack; 
but  the  whole  rebel  project  failed  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  arms  at  Harper's  Ferry."  If  these 
views  are  correct,  is  it  not  probable  that  not  only 
the  capital,  but  the  nation,  was  thus  saved  ?  For 
if  the  traitors  had  then  obtained  possession  of 
Washington,  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights 
by  France  and  England  would  have  been  promptly 
followed  by  unconditional  recognition,  and  the  bas- 
tard progeny  of  rebellion  —  to  quote  the  language 
of  Eamund  Burke,  similarly  applied — begotten 
"  in  a  drunken  delirium,  produced  by  hot  fpirits 
drawn  from  the  alembic  of  hell,"  would  have  be- 
come legitimatized  by  a  suooessful-revolation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


823 


DoaSS. 

CAPTUKE   OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

LIECT.-COMMA2a)ER   NICKELS»S   REPORT. 

UiOTED  States  StkaSibr  *'  Ella  and  Anna/*  i 
Boston,  December  23, 1863.     J 

Sm :  In  accordance  with  Commodore  Montgom- 
ery's order  of  the  ninth  instant,  to  proceed  to  sea 
and  cruise  in  search  of  the  ijirate  "  Chesapeake," 
we  got  under  way  at  twenty  minutes  to  one  P.  M.,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  Arrived 
at  Eastport,  Maihe,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  at  nine 
A.  M.,  having  encountered  head  winds  and  thick 
weather,  and  left  on  the  same  day  at  ten  A.  M., 
with  news  that  the  **  Chesapeake  "  was  in  Marga- 
ret's Bay,  N.  S.  Arrived  off  Cross  Island,  the 
entrance  to  Margaret's  Bay,  at  six  P.  M.,  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  weather  being  so  thick  we  could 
not  enter,  and  we  attempted  to  lay  in  sight  of  the 
h'ght ;  but,  thicker  weather  coming  on,  and  a 
heavy  blow  from  the  southward,  we  could  not 
make  the  land  until  two  P.  li.  on  the  fiileenth 
instant,  to  the  eastward  of  our  port  Finding  it 
impossible  to  get  into  Margaret's  Bay,  and  the 
ship  being  so  light  that  we  could  do  but  little 
in  Vie  gale  which  was  blowing,  and  our  coal  being 
nearly  exhausted,  we  ran  into  Halifax.  Arrived 
at  the  coal  wharf  at  half  past  five  P.  M.,  and  left  at 
eleven  p.M.(having  taken  m  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  tons  coal)  for  La  Have,  N.  S.,  where  the  **  Chesa- 
peake "  was  then  reported  to  be.  A]j  this  night  a 
neavy  eaie  was  blowing  from  the  westward,  render- 
ing it  mfficult  to  ^et  to  the  windward.  Arrived  at 
La  Have  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  at  three  P.  M.,  and 
found  the  pirate  had  left  that  place  the  night  before, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  morning.  We  then 
got  news  that  she  was  at  Lunenberg,  (twenty-five 
miles  distant,)  and  we  immediately  started  for  that 
port,  where  we  arrived  at  half  past  six  P.  M.  Tele- 
graphed at  once  to  Halifax  for  news  of  her  where- 
abouts, which  we  received,  stating  that  the  "  Ches- 
apeake "  entered  Mud  Cove,  Sambro  Harbor,  that 
evening.  We  immediately  got  under  way,  and  ran 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  where  we  remained, 
being  unable  to  find  a  pilot  to  take  us  in  before  day- 
light. We  then  steamed  in  under  full  steam,  hoping 
to  catch  the  pirates  asleep.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
seven  a.  M.  made  her  out,  with  a  schooner  alongside 
coaling  her.  We  immediately  cleared  for  action, 
putting  all  the  guns  on  the  starboard  side,  the 
hide  we  wished  to  board  her  from,  as  we  had  news 
that  she  had  mounted  two  guns.  At  ten  minutes 
before  eight  laid  our  shio  alongside,  striking 
her,  but  not  heavily,  on  the  port  bow.  Upon 
boarding  her,  found  that  all  toe  pirates  had  es- 
caped, except  two  who  had  been  shipped  in  the 
Pruxinces.  We  immediatelv  commenced  coaling 
her  from  this  ship,  also  putting  stores,  and  a  prize 
crew  on  board.  We  then  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew 
on  board  the  schooner  which  had  been  coaling  the 
"  Chesapeake,"  preparatory  to  lea^ing,  and  found 
sevend  trunks  and  packages,  which  the  Captain  of 
the  schooner  acknowledged  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  **  Chesapeake,"  and  also  one  of  the  original 
seventeen  who  captured  the  steamer  off  Cape  Cod, 
and  whom  we  found  secreted  in  the  cabin,  under 


buffalo  skins.  We  took  the  packages  and  trunks 
on  board  the  **  Chesapeake,"  transferring  the  pirate, 
together  with  the  otner  two  found  on  board  the 
*<  Chesaneake,"  to  the  *'£lla  and  Anna,"  and 
placed  tnem  in  double  irons* 

I  neglected  to  say  that,  when  near  the  prize  the 
American  ensign  was  hoisted,  "  Union  down,"  by 
the  engineer,  one  of  the  original  crew  held  as 
prisoners  by^  the  pirates  soon  after  the  pirates 
oad  left  her  in  boats. 

At  one  P.  M.  finished  coaling,  and  put  Acting- 
Master  William  McGlown  in  charge  of  the  prize, 
with  written  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  and  re- 
port to  the  Commanoant  of  the  navy  yard.  I 
unmediately  got  under  way  with  prize  alongside, 
and  steamed  out  of  the  CoVe.  At  the  mouth  of 
Sambro  Harbor  fell  in  with  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  **  Dacotah,"  Captain  Cleary,  who  hailed  us, 
and  asked  if  that  was  the  "  Chesapeake."  I  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked,  "  Where  do  yoji 
proceed  with  your  prize  P  "  I  replied,  "To  Boston." 
He  then  asked,  "Did  you  eaten  the  pirates ? "  I 
replied,  I  had  but  three.  He  then  told  me  to  re- 
paur  on  board.  I  went  on  board,  when  he  ordered 
me  to  proceed  to  Halifax  with  the  prize  for  ad- 
judication ;  at  which  port  we  arrived  and  dropped 
anchor  at  miarter  before  four  p.  U.  I  immediately 
telegraphed  to  Commandant  Montgomery  of  my  ar- 
rival, and  of  my  capture.  The  matter  now  remains  in 
Captain  deary's  hands,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  ordered  me  to  transfer  the  prisoners  to 
the  custody  of  the  British  officers,  and  to  turn  the 
prize  over  to  the  British  authorities.  Accord- 
ingly at  one  P.  M.  I  sent  Ensign  Coghlan  with  the 
three  prisoners  to  the  British  authorities  ap- 
pointea  to  receive  them.  At  two  p.  H.  I  trans- 
ferred the  prize  to  the  British  authorities.  Captain 
O'Brien,  of  the  revenue  service,  taking  charge 
of  her. 

At  four  P.  u.  the  '^  Dacotah  "  made  signals  for 
us  to  saiL  I  immediately  visited  the  General  com- 
manding that  post,  and  made  apology  for  not  call- 
ing, on  my  entrance  the  fijrst  time,  and  sailed  at 
hedf  past  six  p.  M.  for  Boston,  where  we  arrived 
this  day. 

Before  closing  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  noble  conduct  of  all  my  officers,  all  of  whom 
volunteered  for  this  service.  Some  of  them  had 
just  returned  from  a  two  years'  cruise,  and  had  at 
this  time 'received  no  leave  of  absence  to  see  their 
families,  being  attached  to  the  "  Santiago  de 
Cuba."  The  others  were  attached  to  vessels  now 
refitting  in  Boston,  and  enjoying  a  few  days  in 
port  All  were  ready  for  any  duty  or  emergency, 
and  seconded  me  in  any  matter  I  proposed,  and 
underwent  the  hardships  of  a  cold  and  stormy 
cruise  cheerfully. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers,  show- 
ing the  duty  they  were  upon  when  attached  to 
this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  N., 

Acting  Vol.  JAenU-Com.  U.  S.  Steamer  <*  Ella  and  Anna.*' 
To  Admiral  Silas  Strinoham, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

J.  F.  Nickels. 
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Doa  36. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   CHICKAMAUGA. 

GENERAL  T.  J.   WOOD'S   REPORT. 

2EADQUARTGB8  FiBST  DiVTSIOK  ) 

Twenty-first  Army  Corps,    > 
Chattakooga,  Tbnn.,  September  29,  1863.  > 

ISiR :  At  early  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  sixteenth  August,  I  received  an  order  to  move 
with  my  division  from  Hillsboro*,  Middle  Tennes- 
see, by  the  most  practicable  and  expeditious  route 
across  the  Cumberland  Mountain  to  Sherman  in 
the  Sequatchy  Valley. 

Wednesday  evening,  the  nineteenth,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destina- 
tion assigned  to  it 

The  Second  brigade  (Wagner's)  had  for  a 
month  previously  occupied  Pelharo,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  and  General  Wagner  had  been 
ordered  to  repair  the  road  up  the  mountains  known 
as  the  Park  road.  As  the  order  of  movement  left 
to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  division 
should  cross  the  mountains,  I  determined  to  make 
the  ascent  by  the  Park  road,  thence  to  Tracy  City, 
thence  by  Johnson's  to  Purdon's,  where  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading  from  McMinnville,  by 
Altam  Cut,  to  Thurman. 

Inunediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched 
instructions  to  General  Wagner  to  commence  the 
ascent  of  the  mountains,  and  to  insure  his  being 
out  of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed 
he  should  continue  the  itork  of  getting  up  his 
train  during  the  night  of  the  sixteenth.  This  was 
done,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth, the  road  being  free,  the  First  and  Third 
brigades,  with  their  baggage  trains  and  the  ammu- 
nition and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains. 

The  work  was  continued  unintermittedly  through 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
^  ten  o'clock  of  the  eighteenth  the  whole  was  up. 
Wagner's  bri^de  had  advanced  to  Tracy  City 
Monday  morning,  the  seventeenth,  with  orders  to 
move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thurman,  or  Anderson 
road,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth.  I  allowed  the 
First  and  Third  brigades,  Buell's  and  Harker's,  to 
rest  until  one  p.  M.,  on  the  eighteenth,  and  then 
moved  to  Tracy  City.  Wagner  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  Thurman  road  to  Thurman,*  Wednes- 
day morning,  select  a  good  encampment,  and 
await  my  amval  there  wim  the  oth^  Second  bri- 
gades and  the  heavy  trains.  The  distance  from 
Tracy  City  to  Thurman  is  twenty-eight  miles, 
which  had  to  be  accomplished  in  one  day,  with 
the  First  and  Third  brigades,  their  batteries,  and 
the  trains  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  toe  at 
the  designated  time.  At  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
nineteenth,  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little 
after  nightfall  the  brigades  encamped  at  Thurman. 

The  order  for  the  general  movement  directed 
me  to  take  with  me  two  days'  subsistence  for  the 
men,  and  ten  days'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  de- 
scended into  the  Sequatchy  VaUey  with  twenty- 
five  days'  subsistence  for  the  men,  and  sixteen 
days'  grain  for  the  animals. 


I  do  not  mention  this  fact  in  a  spirit  of  ^otism, 
but  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished  bjr 
intelligence,  good  judgment,  energy,  ana  a  willing- 
ness to  niake  some  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort 
by  commanders. 

Every  experienced  and  educated  soldier  knovs 
that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  on  the  mobility 
and  activity,  and  consequently  on  the  offensiie 
power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense 
baggage  and  supply  trains  that  usually  accompany 
its  movements :  hence,  whatever  lessens  the  num- 
ber of  vehicles  required  for  the  transport  of  bag- 
gage, by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency  of  the 
army.  I  transported  all  the  supplies  I  took  into 
Sequatchy  Valley  in  the  wagons  originally  assigned 
to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  regimental 
and  staff  baggage. 

I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for  a  cam- 
paign of  twenty-nve  days  on  mil  rations,  or  fifty 
days  on  half  rations.  The  additional  forage  re- 
quired beyond  what  I  brought  with  me  could 
have  been  found  in  the  country. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  for  the  general 
movement  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigade  eariy 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  twentieth,  to  the  e&st- 
tem  slope  of  Naldron's  ridge,  to  make  something 
of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time  closely 
observe,  and,  if  opportunity  permitted,  to  threaten 
the  enemy.  With  the  other  two  brigades,  First 
and  Third,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thurman  till 
the  early  morning  of  the  firat  of  September ;  I 
then  movedj  in  conformity  to  orders,  to  Jasper, 
lower  down  in  the  valley. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  I  receired 
an  order  to  send  one  of  my  brigades  to  Shell- 
mound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River.  The  First 
brigade  was  immediately  put  in  motion  ifiidor  this 
order,  and,  under  the  skilful  management  of 
Colonel  Buell,  was  thrown  across  the  river  rapidly 
and  without  accident  during  the  night.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  third,  I  moved  with  the  Third 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  trams 
to  the  crossing,  and  with  the  energetic  and  judi- 
cious assistance  of  Colonel  Harker,  had  everythmg 
passed  rapidly  across  without  accident.  I  remained 
encanmea  at  Shellmound  until  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  fifth,  awaiting  orders,  the  delay  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  supply 
trains,  which  had  been  sent  across  the  river  at 
Bridgeport. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  I  received  aa 
order  to  move  with  the  two  brigades  of  my  diris- 
ion  with  me,  via  Whiteside  and  the  river  road, 
to  the  junction  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Raibroad  with  the  Trenton  Railroad,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  observing  and  threatening  the  enemy  post- 
ed on  the  spur  of  Lookout  Mountain.  I  advanced 
as  far  as  Wniteside  Saturday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing. Early  Sunday  morning  I  continued  to  ad- 
vance, Harker's  brigade  leading.  Soon  very  light 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  encountered,  but  tbey 
rapidl/  fell  back  betore  my  steady  onward  move- 
ment, though  the  country  througn  which  my  line 
of  march  led  me  is  most  favorable  to  a  prolonged 
and  obstinate  resistance  by  a  small  force. 

Crossing  Raccoon  Mountain,  I  descended  into 
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Lookout  Mountain  Valley,  and  then  followed  down 
the  vaUey  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two 
railways.  Aa  I  moved  down  the  valley  the  ene- 
my's signal  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout 
Mountam  were  in  full  and  perfect  view,  evidently 
WttlcliiDg  my  advance,  and  rapidly  communicating 
tiie  result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear.  At 
the  junction  of  the  railway  my  command  was 
about  two  to  two  and  a  half  mUes  from  the  enemy's 
ad?aoced  works ;  but  the  outposts  and  pickets 
were  much  nearer  each  other,  in  fact,  in  hearing 
distance.  As  I  was  well  aware  that  the  enemy  had 
been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  with 
Yery  close  approximate  correctness  the  strength 
of  my  command,  and  hence  would  be  most  likely 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of 
force  and  attempt  to  crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow, 
I  immediately  inade  the  best  possible  disposition 
to  foil  him  in  such  an  attempt  In  making  Uiese 
dispositions  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter 
untenableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of 
the  railway  for  an  inferior  force  to  receive  an  at- 
tack from  a  superior  one.  The  position  is  entirely 
open,  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in 
£ront,  on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear.  I  was  well 
satisfied  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a 
▼crv  larze  force  of  the  enemy,  (which  could  be 
still  furUier  sweUed  in  a  very  short  time.)  This 
information  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during 
my  advance ;  and  it  was  strengthened  and  corrob- 
orated during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the 
sixth.  At  two  o'clock  p.  M.  I  communicated  to 
the  Corps  commander  my  position  seven  miles  from 
Chattanooga,  (being  at  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
way,) informed  him  of  my  immediate  proximity  to 
the  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly*^  the 
objects  which  debarred  my  farther  progress  to 
Chattanooga.  At  four  p.  H.  I  conmiunicated  to 
him  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some 
fects  omitted  in  my  note  of  two  p.  m.  In  my 
note  of  two  P.  M.  I  suggested  that  he  should  move 
part  of  the  force  immediately  with  him,  to  cover 
my  rear  from  a  reverse  attack.  This  he  declined 
to  do,  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  authority,  and 
indicated  that  in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a 
superior  force  I  would  have  to  fall  back  on  him, 
also  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I 
had  better  do  so  by  the  Trenton  road.  I  had 
ah-eady  opened  communication  with  him  by  that 
road.  Not  intending  to  retreat  except  as  a  matter 
of  direct  necessity  and  last  extremity,  and  as  the 
evidenoe  continueid  to  increase  dm*ing  the  evening 
that  I  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  early  next 
morning,  I  determined  to  shift  my  command  a 
siile  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  to  a  very  strong  and 
highly  defensible  position,  in  which  I  was  satisfied 
I  could  maintain  myself  against  almost  any  odds 
^  for  a  long  time,  and  if  fimmy  overpowered,  could 
draw  off  my  command  to  the  rear.  From  this 
position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 
the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with 
^  Corpsr  commander.  The  movement  was  com- 
menced at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  sixth,  and  made 
^th  perfect  success,  though  my  pickets  were  at 
the  lime  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  My 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  irom  immedi- 


ate imminent  danger.  I  learned  satisfactorily, 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth,  that  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  was  held  by  Chatham's  divis- 
ion, supported  immediately  in  rear  of  Hindman's 
(late  Withers's)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Oenerol  Polk's  Corps.  My  two  small  bri- 
gades confronted  this  force.  About  eight  a.  m.  in 
the  morning  of  the  seventh,  I  receivea  a  copy  of 
a  communication  addressed  by  the  commanding 
General  to  the  Corps  commander,  saying  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  safe  (judging  from  some  indi- 
cations he  had  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy)  to  threaten  the  enemy  on  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  with  a  part  of  mv  force.  This 
communication  the  corps  commander  appears  to 
have  construed  into  an  order  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  that  I 
shoidd  make  such  a  reconnoissance  without  loss  of 
time.  I  accordingly  commenced  at  once  to  make 
my  preparations  for  making  the  reconnoissance, 
and  actually  made  it  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  command 
and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  reconnois- 
sance itself.  As  the  results  of  the  reconnoissance 
have  hitherto  been  reported,  I  will  not  now  reca- 
pitulate them.  After  taking  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions for  insuring  the  safety,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  the  command  to  be  engaged  in  the  reconnois- 
sance, and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  re- 
connoissance, I  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  that 
gallant  and  accomplished  ofiicer,  Colonel  Harker, 
commanding^  the  Third  brigade  of  my  division.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection, but  to  force  his  command  as  near  to  the 
enemy's  position  as  he  might  deem  prudent  This 
point  I  was  of  course  compelled  to  submit  to  his 
judgment.  It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  record,  in  a  permanent,  official  manner,  that 
Colonel  Harker  conducted  the  reconnoissance  in 
exact  conformitv  with  my  wishes  and  instructions. 
Securing  well  his  flanks  and  rear  from  being 
assailed  without  timely  notice,  he  drove  his  solid 
line  to  within  some  thousand  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (and  his  line  of  skirmishers  to  within 
some  six  hundred  yards,)  when  twelve  guns  opened 
on  him,  and  then  drew  off  his  command,  with  the 
loss  of  but  one  man.  I  know  no  parallel  in  mili- 
tary history  to  this  reconnoissance.  My  command 
being  much  jaded  and  worn  by  the  labors  of  the 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during 
the  eighth.  But  I  was  on  the  alert  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  ene- 
my. Near  nightfall  I  obtained  some  information 
which  led  me  to  suspect  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
Chattanooga,  but  the  individuals  who  gave  it  were 
by  no  means  positive.  With  a  view  to  verifying 
this  information,  J.  addressed  a  note  to  the  Corps 
commander,  informing  him  that  I  had  observed 
some  mysterious  indications  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  develop- 
ment by  a  reconnoissance  in  force  early  next  mocn- 
ipg.  During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my 
note,  saying  the  Corps  commander  could  not  ap- 
prove the  making  the  reconnoissance  on  occount 
of  some  indications  of  a  general  movement  of  the 
army,  but  that  he  would  refer  my  note  to  the  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


826 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-64. 


manding  General.  Confidently  believing  the  com- 
manding General  would  approve  my  proposition  to 
make  tne  reconnoissance,  I  held  my  command  in 
readiness  for  the  movement  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wagner,  having  with  him  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  had  received  information 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  that  the  enemy 
was  evacuating  Chattanooga. 

The  information  having  been  communicated  to 
the  commanding  Oenenu  of  the  army,  an  order 
was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to 
Chattanooga,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

This  agreeable  order  was  joyfully  obeyed,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  my  command  was  in  rapid 
motion.  Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout 
Mountain  Valley  and  the  spur  of  the  mountain 
my  command  was  overtaken  by  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  mounted  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Adkins,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  ordered  to 
press  forward  to  Chattanooga  with  aH  haste,  to 
secure  any  property  the  enemy  might  have  left 
behind,  and  to  discover  something  of  his  lines  of 
retreat.  I  allowed  his  regiment  to  pass  my  com- 
mand ;  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
the  regiment,  halted,  when  the  Colonel  informed 
me  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  outflanked  his, 
and  his  further  progress  was  debarred.  I  immedi- 
ately threw  forward  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Young  commanding,  to  the  right 
and  higher  up  the  mountain  side  than  the  skir- 
mishers of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  the  mountain 
side.  No  further  opposition  was  encountered  in 
occupjing  Chattanooga,  and  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the  town,  followed  by 
my  First  and  Third  brigades.  The  Second  bn- 
gade  crossed  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  dur- 
mg  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  ninth.  The 
colors  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  of  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  were  the  first  planted  on 
the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought 
across  the  river  by  a  few  men  m  a  small  boat 
early  hi  the  morning.  Thus  was  this  great  stra- 
tegic position,  the  long-sought  goal,  gained  to  us, 
and  occupied  by  our  troops ! 

Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  oc- 
cupation in  communication  with  most  intelligent 
and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned  that  a  portion  of 
the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  by  the  Cove 
road,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  tne  baggage 
and  the  material  of  war,  had  retreated  by  the  Ross- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed  further 
that  Buckner^^s  command,  which  had  been  posted 
at  Tvner's  Station,  on  the  railway,  had  retreated 
by  Johnson,  to  Ringgold;  but  I  subsequently 
learned  that  he  did  not  go  so  far  eastward  as  King- 
gold,  but  passed  through  Greysville,  and  thence 
to  Lafayette.  The  bulk  of  these  facts  I  reported 
to  the  commander  of  the  Corps  immediately  on  his 
ahrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  com- 
municated to  the  commanding  General.  My  di- 
vision remained  in  Chattanooga  until  the  morning 
of  the  tenth.  I  then  received  an  order  to  detau 
one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move  with 
the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  Ross- 


ville  and  Ringgold  Road.  The  Second  brigade 
was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  ten 
A.  M.  of  the  tenth,  I  led  the  First  and  Third  bri- 
gades out  of  Chattanooga,  to  commence  the  purrait 
of  the  enemy.  At  two  P.  M.  of  that  day  I  ad- 
vised the  Corps  commander  of  the  reported  pres- 
ence of  a  considerable  force  on  my  right  flank, 
and  at  half  past  seven  P.  M.  I  further  advised  him 
that  I  had  taken  a  "  contraband  "  during  the  late 
afternoon,  who  reported  the  bulk  of  the  rcbd 
army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  on  the  Chickamauga,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  increSu- 
lous  of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  myself;  but 
if  true,  it  was  so  important  it  should  oe  known, 
that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  report  his  narrative. 
It  is  due  to  the  humble  person  who  furnished  me 
this  invaluable  information  to  record  that  subse- 
quent developments  proved  his  report  to  be 
Singularly  accurate  and  correct  Based  on  my  note 
of  naif  past  seven  p.  M.  of  the  tenth,  a  commu- 
nication was  sent  me  by  the  commanding  General 
to  send  a  brigade  by  the  way  of  Rossville,  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill, 
with  a  view  to  verifying  the  truth  of  the  "  contra- 
band's "  report.  The  order  was  received  at  early 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  eleventh.  Colonw 
Marker's  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to  execute 
this  service.  About  the  time  Harker's  brigade 
was  moving,  the  Corps  commander  arrived  at  my 
camp.  I  was  directed  by  him  to  move  forward 
with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  on  the  Ring- 
gold road,  and  there  to  await  further  orders.  The 
order  was  obeyed.  At  half  past  three  P.  M.,  while 
awaiting  further  instructions,  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General  to  move  ^ross  the 
country,  by  the  shortest  and  most  expeditious 
route,  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  roaa,  to  sup- 
port Colonel  Harker.  Near  the  same  hour  I  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Colonel  Harker,  informing  me 
that  he  had  been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  and 
had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  (Gordon's  MilL 
I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  forward 
to  the  mill,  and  informing  him  that  I  would  make 
a  junction  there  with  him  during  the  evening.  The 
junction  was  made,  and  fortunately,  for  Harker 
nad  been  driving  his  little  brigade  all  day  against 
a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  ene- 
my's great  army.  A  full  report  of  this  brilliant 
and  dangerous  reconnoissance  has  been  already 
made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should 
say  more  than  that  it  was  superbly  made. 

When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  Mill,  at  half  peat 
eight  P.  M.,  of  the  eleventh,  the  enemy's  camp  fires 
could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  ride  of  the 
creek.  Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  section  of 
the  horizon,  and  extending  upward  on  the  heavens, 
told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  fbrce.  , 
It  was  my  intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  eariy 
next  morning,  the  twelfth,  but  till  eiget  o'clock  a.  M. 
the  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  haxe,  fog,  and 
smoke,  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  a  hundred  yards 
in  advance.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the  atmos- 
phere to  become  sufficiently  clear  to  continue  the 
pursuit  I  received  an  order  to  remain  at  GordonTs 
Mill  until  the  Corps  commander  arrived  there  with 
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^  other  two  divisionR  of  the  corps.  This  was 
done  during  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  My 
two  brigades  remained  quiet  during  the  thirteenth, 
enjoying  much  needed  rest.  During  the  evening 
of  the  tnirteenth  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General  to  the  Corps  com- 
mauder  was  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  and  proceed  with  the  other  two  divisions  to 
a  position  on  Missionai'v  Ridge,  with  a  view  to  fa- 
dutating  the  concentration  with  the  other  corps 
of  the  army.  My  orders  directed  me  to  try  stoutly 
to  inaintain  the  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  but  if 
attacked  by  a  superior  force,  to  fall  back  slowly, 
renting  stoutly,  to  Bossville,  where  it  was  sup- , 
posed  I  would  be  ^pported  by  Major-General 
Granger's  force,  in  case  of  extremity ;  and  in  case 
I  should  not  be  supported  at  RossviUe  by  Granger, 
I  was  directed  to  select  a  position  guarding  the 
roads  leading  to  Chattanooga  and  around  the 
point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all 
hazards.  Resolyed  to  make  the  most  stubborn 
resistance  at  Gordon's  Mill,  I  took  advantage  of 
the  creek,  a  very  strong  and  defensible  position, 
and  barricaded  my  entire  front  and  flanks  strongly. 
So  strengthened,  I  could  have  successfully  resisted 
a  front  attack  of  a  vastly  superior  force. 

With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  firing  on 
my  pickets,  the  enemy  left  me  undisturbed  at 
Gordon's  Mill  till  between  eleven  A.  H.  and 
twelve  M.,  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth  instant  A 
rapid  advance  of  his  light  troops,  supported  by 
troops  b  a  solid  line  on  my  right  front,  drove  in 
my  pickets  as  far  as  the  creek,  but  no  effort  was 
made  to  pass  the  stream.  Such  an  attempt  would 
have  been  foiled,  and  cost  the  enemy  dearly.  At 
about  one  o'clock  p.  M.  a  force,  apparently  about 
a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  emerged  from  the 
woods  on  the  southern  side  of  the  creek,  nearly 
opposite  the  centre  of  my  position,  apparently 
with  the  intention  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford 
near  the  mill.  A  few  weU-directed  shots  from 
Bradley's  battery  soon  forced  him  to  relinquish 
this  design,  and  seek  the  shelter  of  the  woods. 
The  enemy  continued  to  hover  in  my  front  during 
the  whole  afternoon,  making,  however,  no  serious 
Attempts,  and  I  accordingly  became  reasonably 
iatbfied  that  his  demonstrations  were  only  a  mask 
to  his  real  design,  that  of  passing  a  heavy  force 
•cross  the  creek  lower  down,  with  a  view  to  turn- 
ing oar  left,  and  cutting  our  communications  with 
Chattanooga.  I  oomnlunicated  my  opinion  on 
this  point  to  the  commanding  General  at  his  head- 
quarters during  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth, 
it  was  verified  by  the  opening  of  a  terrific  engage- 
ment on  our  left  as  early  as  half  past  eight  A.  M.  on 
the  nineteenth ;  troops  had  been  moved  to  our  left 
during  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  to  meet  the 
exigency.  The  battle  continued  throughout  the 
forenoon  and  into  the  afternoon,  but  my  command 
was  left  at  Gordon's  Mill  until  three  o^clock  p.  M. 
At  this  hour  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  the 
Corps  commander,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to 
move  with  my  command,  and  to  take  position,  as 
well  as  I  now  remember,  on  the  rignt  of  some 
part  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division.    Through- 


out the  en^e  preceding  part  of  the  day  I  had 
distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  m  front 
of  my  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  and  just  before 
I  had  received  the  order  to  move  into  action  a 
"  contraband  "  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I 
learned  that  this  force  was  Uie  division  of  General 
Bushrod  Johnson. 

Knowing  that  it  would  pass  the  creek  immediately 
»on  my  evacuating  my  position,  if  it  should  not  be 
occupied  by  some  other  troops,  I  despatched  one 
of  my  Aids-de-camp  to  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  inform  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in 
my  then  front,  and  to  suggest  that  at  least  a  bri- 
gade should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  so  soon 
as  I  should  vacate  it.  On  his  way  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  commanding  General  my  Aid-de-camp 
encountered  Major-General  McCook,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  object  of  his  mission  to  head- 
quarters. General  McCook  immediately  ordered 
a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at 
Gordon's  Mill.  My  Aid-de-camp  rode  on  to 
headquarters  and  reported  what  had  been  done  to 
the  commanding  General,  who  approved  the  dis- 
position. No  delay,  however,  nad  occurred  on 
this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command 
from  Gordon's  Mill.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  order  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  mo- 
tion for  the  scene  of  the  great  conflict.  As  already 
remarked,  the  order  directed  me  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  General  Van  Cleve's  command,  but 
as  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  position  in  the 
battle,  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the  field 
to  enlighten  me,  I  found  myself  much  embarrassed 
fot  the  want  of  information,  whereas  I  could  bring 
my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  ac- 
tion. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods,  and  that 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by 
sight  of  the  arrangement  of  the  troops  already 
engaged. 

his  information  could  only  be  given  by  gen- 
eral and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance  to  aid  in 
bringing  the  troops  arriving  freshly  on  the  ground 
into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after 
my  arrival  on  the  field  I  met  General  Davis,  from 
whom  I  received  some  useful  information  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  the  conflict  From  him  I  learned 
that  his  left  brigade,  Haynes's,  was  sorely  pressed 
and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was  in  conference 
with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel 
Ha^nies  reported  he  could  not  maintain  his  position, 
and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream  of  fugi- 
tives pouring  out  of  the  woods  across  the  Ross- 
viUe and  Lafayette  road,  and  over  the  field  to  the 
west  of  it  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Haynes's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  cri- 
sis was  at  hand ;  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  before 
which  these  men  were  retiring,  must  be  diecked 
at  once,  or  the  army  would  be  cut  in  twain.  De- 
siring Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  Corps  comman- 
der's stafii,  who  chanced  to  be  near  me  at  the  mo- 
ment, to  go  and  rally  the  fugitives  rushing  across 
the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  I  at  once 
commenced  my  dispositions  to  check  the  advan- 
cing foe.  When  I  nrst  met  General  Davis  on  the 
ISeld  I  had  inquired  of  him  where  the  fight  was. 
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He  pointed  into  the  woods,  whence  the  roar  and 
rattle  of  a  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded, 
and  told  me  that  Hajrnes's  brigade  was  heavily 
engaged  in  there.  I  immediately  directed  Col- 
onel Marker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  roaa, 
advance  into  the  woods,  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  no- 
tice, that  Haynes's  brigade  was  retiring,  made  tt 
change  in  this  position  necessary.  I  consequent- 
ly directed  Colonel  Harker  to  throw  forward  his 
right,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the  road,  thus 
giving  his  line  an  oblique  direction  to  the  road, 
and  then  advance  his  whole  line.  By  this  dispo- 
sition I  hoped  to  be  able  to  take  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though 
expeditiously  made,  were  scarcely  completed,  when 
a  staff  ofiicer  rode  up,  and  reported  that  the  en- 
emy had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it 
in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill.  This  informa- 
tion rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  Harker's  brigade.  I  ordered  him 
to  refuse  his  left,  which  brought  the  left  half  of  his 
line  at  right  angles  to  the  road,  and  gave  to  his 
whole  front  the  form  of  a  broken  line,  with  the 
apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
between  a  half  and  Uiree  fourths  of  a  mile.  I  fol- 
lowed his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  finding 
he  was  doing  well,  as  well  as  having  perfect  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I  re- 
marked to  him  that  I  would  then  leave  him  and 
go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade,  Colonel  Buell 
commanding,  which  had  followed  Harker*s  to  the 
field  of  battle.  For  the  details  of  the  severe  con- 
flict through  which  Harker's  brigade  passed  at 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  val- 
uable service  it  rendered  in  checking  the  force 
which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from 
the  left,  for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant 
oflBcers  and  men  which  occurred  here,  and  for  a 
description  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  bri- 
gade was  extricated  from  the  perils  by  which  it 
became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more 
detailed  report  of  Colonel  Harker.  The  list  of 
casualties  attests  the  severity  of  the  fighting.  The 
gallant  commander  himself  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him.  Bradley's  battery,  attached  to  Mar- 
ker's brigade,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods 
into  which  the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accom- 
pany it.  The  signal  service  which  this  battery 
rendered  at  a  later  period  of  the  action  will  be 
chronicled  at  the  proper  time.  Leaving  Harker's 
brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Col- 
onel Buell  to  halt  and  form  his  brigade.  When  I 
first  met  General  Davis  on  the  field  of  battle, 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of 
his  division  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  woods  in 
advance,  or  eastward,  of  the  cornfield  in  which 
our  meeting  occurred.  The  sharp  and  quick  rat- 
tle of  musketry  fully  assured  the  correctness  of 
the  statement.  Seeing  no  other  reserve  at  hand, 
and  assured  that  both  Harker  and  Carlin  were 
seriously  engaged,  I  determined  to  hold  Buell's 
brigade  in  hand  to  meet  emergencies.    And  it 


was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  ere  long  Carlin'f  bri- 
gade was  swept  back  out  of  the  woods,  across  the 
cornfield,  and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  Md  on 
the  western  side  of  the  road,  carrying  everything 
away  with  it  When  I  observed  the  rush  across 
the  cornfield,  I  was  near  to  the  One  Hundredth  Illi- 
nois. With  a  view  to  checking  the  advancing 
and  exultant  enemy,  I  ordered  Lionel  Bartleson, 
commanding  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  to  fix  bay- 
onets and  charge  on  the  foe.  The  bayonets  were 
properly  fixed,  and  the  regiment  had  just  com- 
menced to  advance,  when  it  was  struck  by  a  crowd 
of  fugitives,  and  swept  away  in  the  general  melange. 
The  whole  of  Buell  s  brigade  was  thus  carried  off 
its  feet.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should  fall  back 
across  the  narrow  field  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  under  whose  cover 
it  rallied.  As  soon  as  possible  it  was  formed  aloi^ 
the  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woods,  an<^ 
with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brigade,  and  a 
regiment  of  Wilder's  brigade,  dismounted,  re- 
pulsed the  enemy.  This  result  was  greatly  con- 
tributed to  by  the  heavy  and  most  eflective  fire,  at 
short  ran^e,  of  Bradley's  and  Estep's  batteries. 
At  this  cntical  moment  these  two  batteries  were 
most  splendidly  served.  The  narrow  field  separat- 
ing the  woods  on  the  west  from  the  Rossville  and 
Lwayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  yardi 
wide.  Buell's  brigade  was  formed  just  east  of 
the  road,  when  it  was  struck  by  Carhn's  brigade ; 
it  hence  had  to  retire,  but  the  distance  of  less 
than  two  hundred  yards  to  get  the  shelter  of  the 
woods  for  re-forming.  But  in  crossing  this  nar- 
row space  it  sufiered  terribly.  The  killed  and 
wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  the  ground. 
Captain  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  of  my  sta^ 
was  struck  by  a  ball  and  knocked  from  his  horse 
by  my  side. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  I  addressed 
myself  to  forming  Colonel  Buell's  brigade,  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  it  to  recover  the  lost  ground. 
Oraer  being  restorwi,  and  a  sufficiently  solid  for- 
mation acquired  to  warrant  an  advance,  I  led  the 
brigade  back  in  person,  and  reoccupied  the 
ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced,  the  side  on 
which  it  was  orignally  formed. 

In  this  advance  my  horse  was  twice  shot,  the 
second  one  proving  fatal.  I  dismounted  one  of 
my  orderlies  near  me  and  took  his  horse.  In  this 
advance  a  portion  of  Carlin's  brigade  participated, 
led  by  General  Carlin.  Estep's  battery,  attached 
to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  tlie  advance. 
Scarcely  had  the  lost  ground  been  repossessed, 
when  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  cornfield,  and  commenced  to 
cross  it.  He  was  formed  in  two  lines,  and  "  ad- 
vanced firing."  The  appearance  of  his  force  was 
large.  Fortunately  reenforcements  were  at  hand. 
A  compact  brigade,  of  Sheridan's  division,  not 
hitherto  engaged,  was  at  the  moment  crossing  the 
field  in  the  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  by 
Buell's  brigade  and  the  portion  of  Carlin's.  Tbi» 
fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action, 
and  joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops, 
most  materially  aided  in  repelling  a  most  danger- 
ous attacL    8ut  this  was  not  done  until  con- 
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siderable  loss  had  been  inflicted  on  us.  The  enemy 
sdTanced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
in  £step*s  battery  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his 
euns ;  but  as  our  infantry  held  its  ground,  they 
did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  attack  had  been  repelled  some  of  the 
men  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
drew  the  pieces  to  the  ravine,  or  rather  dip  in  the 
ground  in  rear  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery 
▼as  posted,  where  Captain  Estep  retook  possession 
of  them.  For  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and 
kindness  I  desire  publicly  and  officially  to  return 
my  thanks,  and  those  of  my  division,  to  the  troops 
▼ho  rendered  it,  and  I  only  regret  that  I  do  not 
know  the  number  of  the  brigade  and  the  name  of 
its  commander,  that  I  might  more  distinctly  sig- 
nalize them  in  my  report  The  day  was  now  far 
spent,  in  truth,  it  was  now  near  sunset.  No  fur- 
tner  serious  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
enemy  on  our  immediate  front  The  troops  were 
posted  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  at^ 
tack,  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  and  Buell's 
brigade  being  in  juxtaposition,  the  former  on  the 
right  and  the  latter  on  the  left 

Barker's  brigade  was  held  as  a  reserve  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road,  and  Bradley's  battery  was  posted  near  to  it, 
to  cover  the  troops  in  the  front  line.  Just  after 
nightfall  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by 
some  movement  of  the  enemy,  which  at  first  was 
taken  for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  it  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  nicket  demonstration. 
Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  tne  men  laid  down  to 
pass  a  cheerless,  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
neld.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  here  to  record 
a  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  my  division  during 
the  night  by  Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
hdiana,  and  a  part  of  his  mounted  regiment 
The  men  were  very  thirsty,  but  the  distance  to 
water  was  so  great  that  but  a  few  could  hope  to 
set  permission  to  go  for  it  During  the  night 
Colonel  Harrison  brought  us  some  four  hundred 
canteens  of  good  water.  They  were  distributed 
amon?  my  men  as  equitably  as  possible,  and 
proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 
Estep's  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and 
was  ready  for  service  the  next  morning.  Between 
midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  I  received  an  order  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  to  be  held  there  as  a  part  of  the  reserve  of 
the  army  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the  morning. 

The  movement  was  quietly  and  successfully 
made.  In  the  early  morning  I  was  directed  to 
move  my  division  to  the  eastward  from  the  BlO])e 
of  Missionary  Kidge,  and  take  the  position  hitherto 
occupied  by  Negley's  division,  keeping  my  left  in 
constant  communication  with  Generad  Brannan's 
i^ht  Colonel  Barnes's  brigade  of  Van  Clove's 
division  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  service 
daring  the  day. 

Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Harker's  in  the 
centre,  and  Buell's  on  the  right,  (the  whole  forihed 
in  two  lines,  the  first  one  deployed,  the  second 
one  in  double  column  closed  in  mass,  with  their 
batteries  following  and  supporting,)  I  advanced 


my  command,  and  occupied  the  position  assigned. 
In  doing  so  I  met  with  no  opposition  from  the 
enemy.  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite  an  attack, 
but  to  be  prepared  to  repel  any  effort  of  the 
enemy.  In  throwing  out  skirmishers  to  cover 
my  front  I  aroused  the  enemy,  and  had  quite  a 
sharp  affair  with  him.  By  a  very  imprudent  ad- 
vance of  his  regiment  at  tnis  moment,  done  with- 
out an  order.  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  him- 
self in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot  from  his 
horse,  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded ; 
it  was  imposssble  to  decide  which,  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gal- 
lant officer,  and  a  high-toned,  pure-minded  gentle- 
man. His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  his 
regiment  and  to  the  service.  The  position  my 
command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
lines  between  Sberidim's  left  and  Brannan's  right 
Although  I  had  not  been  at  all  seriously  engaged 
at  any  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied that  the  enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in 
my  immediate  front,  consequently  I  was  extremely 
vigilant  Such  was  the  status  of  the  battle  in  pay 
immediate  vicinity  when  I  received  the  following 
order : 

Headquarters,  D.  C,  ) 
September  20, 10.45  A.  H.     { 

Brigadier-General  Woody  commanding  Division: 
The  General  commanding  directs  that  you  close 
up  on  Re3molds  as  fast  as  possible,  and  support 
him.  Respectfully,  &c., 

Frank  J.  Bond, 

MiOor,  and  A.  D.  C. 

I  received  the  order  about  eleven  o'clock.  At 
the  moment  of  its  receipt  I  was  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  command.  General 
McCook  was  virith  me  when  I  received  it.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  would  immediately  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  suggested  that  he  should  close  up 
his  command  rapidly  on  my  ri^ht  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  a  sap  in  our  Imes.  He  said  he 
would  do  so,  and  immediately  rode  away.  I  im- 
mediately despatched  my  staff  officers  to  the  bri- 
gade commanders  with  the  necessary  orders,  and 
3ie  movement  was  at  once  begun.  Reynolds's  di- 
vision was  posted  on  the  left  of  Brannan's  division, 
which,  in  turn,  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  posi- 
tion I  was  just  quitting.  I  had  consequently  to 
pass  my  command  in  rear  of  Brannan's  division  to 
close  upon  and  go  to  the  support  of  Reynolds. 
So  soon  as  I  had  got  the  command  well  in  motion 
I  rode  forward  to  nnd  General  Reynolds,  and  learn 
where  and  how  it  was  desired  to  bring  my  com- 
mand into  action.  I  did  not  find  General  Rey- 
nolds, but  in  my  search  for  him  I  met  Major- 
General  Thomas,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move 
my  command  to  support  General  Reynolds.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  repliea  that  General  Re}'nolds  did 
not  need  support,  but  that  I  had  better  move 
to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our 
extreme  left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  ex- 
hibited my  order  to  him,  and  asked  whether  he 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  changing  it    He 
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replied  he  would,  and  I  then  informed  him  I  would 
move  my  command  to  the  support  of  General 
Baird.  I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish 
me  a  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to,  and  report  it  to 
General  Baird.  I  then  rode  to  the  other  two  bri- 
gades, for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in 
the  rear  of  Barnes's  brigade  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Baird.  When  I  rejoined  them  I  found 
the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the 
enemy.  It  appears  that  when  I  moved  my  com- 
mand to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  m  our  lines  was  not  closed 
by  the  troops  on  -my  right,  and  that  the  enemy 
poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The 
Lead  of  his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell*8 
brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it,  forced  it 
over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I 
have  subsequently  learned,  with  the  vast  mass  of 
fugitives  from  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right 
towards  Rossville.  In  moving  to  the  support  of 
General  Reynolds,  naturally  following  the  shortest 
route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  bat- 
teries, Estep's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  their 
brigades  through  the  woods,  and  consequently 
were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  len 
to  get  into  the  open  fields  on  the  slope  of  the 
ridge,  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigades.  But  they  were  caught  in  the  move- 
ment by  the  rapidly  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Estep's  suns  were  captured,  (in  the 
neighborhood  of  infantry  on  the  right,  which,  as 
I  understand,  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate, 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  ridge,  and  drew  off 
towards  Rossville,  with  the  tide  ofmgitives  setting 
strongly  in  that  direction. 

For  further  details  in  regard  k>  the  movement 
of  the  batteries  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  I  must 
refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Es- 
tep.  I  will  only  remark,  that  while  their  move- 
ments did  not  occur  under  my  immediate  obser- 
vation, but  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
infantry  support,  1  am  fully  satisfied  from  all  I 
have  learned  that  neither  Captain  Bradley  nor 
Estep  can  be  censured  for  what  occurred.  When 
I  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  valley 
south  of  my  command  I  at  once  divided  his  inten- 
tion, and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our 
army,  and  uie  necessity  for  prompt  action.  His 
object  was  clear.  Having  turned  our  right,  and 
separated  a  portion  of  our  forces  from  the  main 
body,  he  was  seeking  the  rear  of  our  solid  line  of 
battle  to  attack  it  in  reverse,  hoping  thus  to  cut 
our  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture 
and  destroy  the  bulk  of  the  army.  I  had  with  me 
at  the  time  but  one  brigade  —  Harker's,  and  a  por- 
tion of  BueU's.  I  immediately  formed  a  line  across 
the  valley,  facing  southward,  determined  if  possible 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in 
lull  and  in  plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was 
evident  his  force  far  outnumbered  mine.  But  I 
felt  this  was  no  time  to  be  comparing  numbers. 
The  enemy,  at  all  hazards,  must  be  checked !  I  was 
without  the  support  of  artillery,  and  knew  I  had 
to  depend  alone  on  the  musket  I  formed  my  line 
in  a  skirt  of  woods  reaching  across  the  valley.    In 


front  of  me  was  the  open  field,  across  which  the 
the  enemy  was  advancing.  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  get  possession  of  the  fence 
which  bounded  this  field  on  the  northern  side. 
My  line,  as  formed,  was  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fence  north  of 
it,  while  the  enemy's  lines  were  perhaps  as  much 
as  three  hundred  aftd  fifty  yards  south  of  it.  In 
person  I  ordered  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke  commanding,  to  ad- 
vance and  seize  the  fence.  There  was  a  momen- 
tary hesitation  in  the  regiment  to  go  forward.  Its 
gallant  Colonel  immediately  rode  in  firont  of  the 
centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  his  hat, 
called  on  his  men  to  advance.  His  regiment  gal- 
lantly  responded  by  a  prompt  advance,  as  men 
ever  will  under  the  inspiration  of  such  leadership. 
The  enemy  quickly  lined  the  fence,  when  a  sharp 
fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  the  Sixtj- 
fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Mcllvain  commanding,  fol- 
lowed, and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  left  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio. 

This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movement  seemed 
to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  disconcert  hii 
movements,  for  his  hitherto  advancing  lines  halted. 
The  other  re^ments,  Sixt}'-fifUi  Ohio  and  Third 
regiment,  Major  Brown  commandingthe  former, 
and  Colonel  Dunlap  the  latter,  of  Harker's  bri- 

gide,  with  the  Fitty-eighth  Indiana,  of  Colonel 
uell's  brigade,  Emler  commanding,  were  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
Ohio,  higher  up  the  fence,  and  on  a  hill  domi- 
nating the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  halted. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  took  poa- 
tion  behind  a  copse  of  wood  near  the  centre  of 
the  field,  the  now  debated  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing bodies.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  this 
moment  were  so  singular,  and  his  blurred,  and 
greasy,  and  dusty  unirorm  so  resembled  our  oiro 
when  travel-stained,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  it 
was  expected  a  part  of  McCook's  command  would 
come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  to 
his  force  on  the  ri^ht  not  then  being  known  by  qs») 
that  for  a  few  minutes  the  impression  prevailed, 
and  the  cry  ran  along  my  line,  that  the  troops  m 
front  of  us  were  our  own.  I  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease ;  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  comrades  in 
arms  being  too  horrible  to  contemplate.  In  a  few 
minutes,  however,  the  delusion  was  dispelled,  the 
enemy  commencing  to  advance  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  his  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  oo 
us.  I  do  not  mention  this  mistake  on  account  of 
its  possessing  any  particular  importance  ;>er  «e,  but 
rather  record  it  as  an  instance  qf  the  strange  delo- 
sions  which  sometimes  occur  on  the  batUe-field 
without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  without  the  possi- 
bility of  a  reasonable  explanation.  This  mistake 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  enemy  was  prob- 
ably not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  and 
was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.  But  for  the 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely 
at  the  time  he  was  haSted.  The  hour  was  now 
about  high  noon,  possibly  it  may  have  been  as  late 
as  half  past  twelve  p.  M. 
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When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  and 
SixtT-fourth  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the 
open  field,  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the 
southern  side  of  the  copse  with  skirmishers,  with  a 
view  to  annoying  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the 
enemy.  As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  outflanking  mv  line  and 
turning  my  right.  This  movement  of  the  enemy 
made  it  necessary  I  should  gain  a  position  in 
which  I  could  form  a  shorter  and  more  compact 
line,  in  which  my  right  would  be  more  protected 
by  natural  obstacles.  I  accordingly  retired  my 
little  command  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge  which 
shoots  out  nearly  at  rieht  angles  as  a  spur  from 
the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel  to  tne  Ross- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  Tne  short  and  narrow 
rid^  extends  athwart  the  valley  in  nearly  an  east 
and  west  course. 

The  abprutness  of  the  declirity  on  either  side 
of  it  almost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natu- 
ral parapet  Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire 
behmd,  out  of  reach  of  the  enemv's  fire,  and  then 
advance  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deuver  a  plunging 
fire  on  the  fore. 

In  addition,  there  was  a  moral  effect  in  its  com- 
mand over  the  ground  south  of  it,  which  inspired 
the  courage  of  me  troops  holding  it.  Here  I  de- 
termined to  make  an  obstinate  and  determined 
stand.  When  General  Brannan's  right  was  turned, 
(by  the  opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines,  by  the 
movement  of  my  division  to  support  General  Key- 
nolds,)  he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to  tne 
general  ridge  in  closing  on  the  west,  the  valley  in 
which  the  great  battle  was  fought,  which  ridee,  as 
alreadv  remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the 
Rossvule  and  Lafayette  toad.  When  I  took  posi- 
tion in  the  narrow  ridge,  extending  partially  across 
the  valley,  with  Barker's  brigade,  General  Brannan 
'  formed  his  command  on  my  right,  and  higher  up 
on  the  main  ridge,  thus  giring  to  our  united  lines 
something  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent, 
with  the  concavity  towards  the  enemy.  This  dis- 
position gave  us  a  converging  fire  on  the  attacking 
columns.  When  my  arrangements  in  this*position 
were  concluded,  it  was  probably  one  P.  M.,  or  a 
Httlc  after.  The  enemy  cud  not  leave  us  long  in 
the  quiet  possession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a 
most  obstinate  and  determined  attack  was  made, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks 
were  continued  at  intervals  throughout  the  entire 
afternoon. 

To  describe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  unne- 
cessary, and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  re- 
port. But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize  one  of 
these  attacks  specially.  It  occurred  about  four 
o*clock,  and  lasted  about  thirty  minutes.  It  was 
unquestionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  Harker's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines.  The  regiments  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and 
delivered  their  fire  by  volley  at  the  command,  re- 
tiring a  few  paces  behind  it,  after  firing,  to  reload. 

The  continued  roar  of  the  very  fiercest  mus- 
ketry fire  inspired  a  sentiment  of  grandeur,  in 
which  the  awful  and  the  sublime  were  intermin- 
gled.   But  Uie  enemy  were  repulsed  in  this  fierce 


attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  our 
possession. 

Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  spread 
the  drapery  of  moonlight  over  the  hardly  con- 
tested field.  The  battle  ceased,  and  my  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  about  one 
o'clock,  maintaining  with  glorious  courage  a  most 
unequal  contest  in  point  of  numbers. 

But  our  inferionty  did  not  seem  to  appall  my 
men.  Their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history 
affords  an  instance  of  a  more  splendid  resistance 
than  that  made  by  Harker's  brigade,  and  a  por- 
tion of  Buell's  brigade,  from  one  o'clock  p.  M.  on 
the  twentieth  to  mghtfall.  A  part  of  the  contest 
was  witnessed  by  that  able  and  distinguished 
commander,  Major-General  Thomas. 

I  think  it  must  have  been  two  o'clock  P.  M. 
when  he  came  to  where  my  command  was  so  hotly 
engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The 
men  saw  him,  felt  they  were  battling  under 
the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  coura^  and 
resolotion  received  fresh  inspiration  firom  this  con- 
sciousness. At  a  most  opportune  hour  in  the  af- 
ternoon, probably  between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
Major-General  Urangei^  arrived  on  the  field  with 
two  brigades  of  ftesh  troops,  of  the  dirision  of  Gen- 
eral Steadman.  They  were  brought  into  action  on 
the  right  of  General  Brannan,  (who  was  on  my 
right,)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before  them. 
This  movement  very  considerably  relieved  the 
pressure  on  my  firont  The  gallant  bearing  of 
General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  most 
critical  part  of  the  contest  was  a  strong  reenforce- 
ment.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  signalize 
the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of 
time  durinff  the  afternoon  (present  during  the 
period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distin- 
guished officer,  Brigadier-General  Garfield,  chief 
of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  rout  on  the  right. 
General  Garfield  made  his  way' back  to  the  battle- 
field, (showing  thereby  that  the  road  was  open  to 
all  who  might  chose  to  follow  it  to  where  duty 
called,)  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  en- 
gaged. The  brigade  which  made  so  determined 
a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  dur- 
ing all  that  long  September  afternoon  had  been 
commanded  by  General  Garfield,  when  he  be- 
longed to  my  division. .  The  men  remarked  his 
presence  with  much  satisfaction,  and  were  de- 
lighted that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid 
fighting  they  were  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
my  command  was  joined  by  portions  of  two  reri- 
ments  belonging  to  Van  Cleve's  division,  the 
Seventeenth  Kentucky,  Ck>lonel  Stout  command- 
in?,  and  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Aldrick  commanding.  The  fact  that 
these  parts  of  regiments,  preserving  the  form  of  a 
regimental  organization,  did  not  leave  the  field 
after  the  disaster  on  the  right,  when  so  many 
other  troops  fled  from  the  contest,  is  certainly 
most  creditable  to  them.  This  fact  also  affords 
very  just  ground  for  the  inference,  that  if  a  more 
determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers, 
many  other  regiments  that  left  the  field  might 
have  been  kept  on  it.    The  remains  of  the  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


882 


EEBELLION   RECORD,  1861^-64. 


regiments  most  nobly  and  gallantlv  aided  my 
command  in  repulsing  the  separated  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Ihe  Forty-fourth  Indiana  bore  it- 
self with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do  injustice 
to  my  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  the 
splendid  resistance  made  on  my  right  by  General 
Brannau  and  his  command.  It  was  the  neplus 
ultra  of  defensive  fighting. 

About  seven  P.  M.  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from 
the  field,  and  retire  to  Rossville.  The  order  was 
obeyed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and 
witnout  disaster. 

My  command  left  the  field,  not  because  it  was 
beaten,  but  in  obedience  to  an  order. 

With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could 
have  renewed  the  contest  next  morning.  And 
here  I  can  appropriately  return  mv  thanks  to  Ma- 
jor-General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  am- 
munition given  me  during  the  afternoon,  when 
that  in  the  cartridge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was 
reduced  to  two  or  three  rounds  per  man,  and  when 
the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to  the  bayonet  alone, 
as  a  means  of  defence,  seemed  inevitable.  My 
own  ammunition  train  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
rout  from  the  right.         ^ 

My  command  reached  Kossville  about  ten  p.  M., 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  the  twenty-first,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary  Ridge. 
Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were 
at  once  made.  During  the  day  there  was  some 
light  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing 
serious ;  the  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  con- 
siderable force  in  my  fronL  At  ten  P.  M.,  on  the 
twenty-first,  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
left  its  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  and  withdrew 
to  this  place.  Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty- 
second,  it  occupied  its  present  position  in  the  line 
of  defences,  and  has  smce  been  most  constantly 
and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I  re- 
turn my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldierly 
conduct,  and  steadfast  courage,  exhibited  both  in 
the  contests  of  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  and  Sun- 
day, the  twentieth.  Their  conduct  on  both  days 
deserves  all  praise,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commanding  General.  There 
were  undoubtedly  instances  of  mdividual  miscon- 
duct which  deserve  reprehension,  but  as  a  whole 
the  behavior  of  the  command  was  most  satisfac- 
tory. Of  the  numerious  killed  and  wounded  I 
would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too 
numerous.  To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  length.  I  can  only  here  ex- 
press my  sincere  condolence  with  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  gallant  dead  and  wounded.  The 
regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  repre- 
sented the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, and  Kentucky.  The  citizens  of  these  great 
and  loyal  states  have  much  cause  to  be  proud  of 
their  representatives  in  the  late  great  confiict 
Thev  may  safely  trust  their  honor  and  the  public 
weal  to  such  representatives. 

For  the  special  commendation  by  name  of  the 
more  suborcUnate  officers  and  men  who  distin- 


guished themselves,  I  must  refer  the  commanding 
General  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  commanders, 
Colonels  Harker  and  Buell,  with  their  accompany- 
ing documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders. Where  so  great  a  portion  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  well,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded  as 
making  an  invidious  distinction.  Nevertheless  I 
consider  it  my  duty,  on  account  of  their  distin- 
guished services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  the 
commanding  General,  Colonel  Dunlap,  command- 
ing Third  Kentucky,  Colonel  Mclivain,  command- 
ing Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke,  command- 
ing One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  and 
Captain  Bradley,  commanding  Sixth  Ohio  battery. 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdyke  especially  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  commanding 
General  The  record  of  his  regiment,  a  compara- 
tively new  one,  and  never  before  in  a  general  en- 
gagement, in  the  late  battle,  will,  I  am  sure,  com- 
pare most  favorably  with  that  of  the  most  veteran 
regiment  engaged.  The  credit  is  mainly  due  to 
the  Colonel  commanding.  His  untiring  zeal  and 
devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  have  brought 
forth  fruit  worthy  of  its  efforts.  I  commend  mm 
to  the  commanding  General  as  an  officer  capable 
and  worthy  of  commanding  a  brigade.  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  the  First  brigade  of  my  divis- 
ion, has  exerciseid  this  command  about  three 
months.  He  bore  himself  with  great  gallantry 
on  the  field,  both  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
and  Sunday,  the  twentieth.  With  a  little  more 
experience  he  will  make  an  excellent  Brigadie^ 
General,  and  should  receive  the  promotion.  In 
my  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  I  especially 
signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding the  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  and 
earnestly  recommended  him  for  promotion,  both 
as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  an  act  of  simple 
justice.  In  the  late  campaign  he  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished himself.  He  made  two  of  the  most 
danng  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  of  the  cam- 
paign, reconnoissances  almost  without  a  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  warfare ;  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he 
handled  his  brigade,  holding  it  well  together  when 
so  many  other  troops  broke,  and  his  general  good 
conduct,  are  beyond  all  praise.  To  speak  of  his 
services  in  the  language  of  what  I  conceive  would 
be  iust  encomium,  might  be  considered  fuIi>ome 
praise.  I  earnestly  recommend  him  for  immedi- 
ate promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-GeneraL 

Returns  herewith  submitted  show  that  I  went 
into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  effective  force  of 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
five.  The  return  of  casualties  sliows  that  my  com- 
mand lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  absolutely  known 
to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four;  and 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  one  thousand 
and  thirty-five.  Taking  the  number  of  killed  and  ■ 
wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
twenty-eight  and  eighty  one  hundredths  per  cent 
(28.80)  of  the  effective  force  with  which  I  went 
into  action.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  re- 
tired from  the  field  Sunday  evening,  that  many  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  reported  misung, 
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were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their 
bodies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Taking 
the  number  of  the  killed,  and  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, it  will  be  found  to  be  thirty-four  and  ninety 
one-hundredths  (34.90)  per  cent,  of  my  whole 
command.  These  figures  show  an  almost  unpar- 
alleled loss.  They  attest  the  severity  of  the  con- 
flicts through  which  my  command  passed  on  the 
mneleenth  and  twentieth.  The  record  of  its  par- 
ticipation in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga 
is  written  in  blood.  Before  closing  my  report,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding Ueneral  certain  facts  which  fell  under  my 
obserration  during  the  progress  of  the  conflict  on 
the  twentieth.  As  I  was  moving  along  the  valley 
with  my  command,  to  the  support  of  General  Rey- 
noldit,  m  conformity  with  tne  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the 
west  of  me)  a  force  posted  high  up  the  ridge.  I 
inquired  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed  it  was 
a  part  of  a  brigade  of  General  Negley's  division. 
1  was  informed  that  General  Negle^  was  with  this 
force  in  person.  I  remember  seemg  distinctly  a 
Iwtiery  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops.  At  the 
time,  It  was  certainly  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fire 
from  the  enemy.  This  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  day.  A  little  later  in  the 
day,  perhaps  a  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  hour, 
when  I  became  seriously  engaged,  as  already  de- 
scribed, with  the  large  hostile  force  that  pierced 
our  lines  and  turned  Brannan's  right,  compelling 
him  to  fall  back,  I  looked  for  the  force  I  had  seen 
posted  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as  already  re- 
marked, I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Negley*8  division,  hoping,  if  I  became  severely 
pressed,  it  might  reenforce  rae,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  check  the  enemy  if  possible.  But  it  had  entirely 
disappeared.  Whither  it  had  gone  I  did  not 
then  know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it 
had  retired  towards  Rossville ;  and  this  informa- 
tion I  believe  was  correct  By  whose  orders  this 
force  retired*  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know ; 
hot  of  one  fact  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.  It  is  im- 
possible it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed 
by  the  enemy  at  the  time ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all. 

Near  sundown  of  the  twentieth  I  met  General 
John  Beatly  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the 
enemy  all  the  afternoon.  He  was  entirely  alone 
when  I  met  him,  and  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
■pedal  command.  I  at  once  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  had  not  retired  from  the  battle-field 
when  the  bulk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
At  the  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  in  halt- 
ing some  troops  that  were  crossmg  the  valley 
north  and  east  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared 
to  have  straggled  away  from  the  front  on  which 
General  Thomas's  command  had  been  engaged  all 
the  day.  General  Beatly  desired  to  know  where 
I  desired  these  troops  re-formed.  I  pointed  out  a 
position  to  him,  ana  desired  him  to  re-form  them, 
which  be  said  be  would  do.  I  then  rode  back  to 
my  command. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  remark  that  I  did  not 
see  the  Corps  commander  from  about  nine  and  a 


half  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  to 
some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  twenty-first,  when  I 
met  him  at  Rossville. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties 
well  in  the  late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  on  the 
march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field.  I  deem 
it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official 
report,  and  to  thank  them  individually  for  their 
valuable  assistance  and  cooperation :  (Japtain  M. 
P.  Besto,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Zargaw,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  George  Shafer,  Ninety-third  Ohio, 
aid-de-eamp,  Lieutenant-Colonel  1.  K.  Palmer, 
Thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector-general.  Surgeon 
W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers, 
medical  director.  Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  assistant- 
quartermaster.  Captain  James  McDonald,  com- 
missary subsistence.  Captain  William  McLaugh- 
lin, Thirteenth  Michigan,  topographical  engineer. 
Captain  J.  £.  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commis- 
sary of  muster.  Lieutenant  P.  Halderman,  lliird 
Kentucky,  ordnance  officer.  Captain  M.  Reiser, 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  provost-marshal,  up  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  acci- 
dentally broken,  since  which  time  his  duties  have 
been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlers  of  the 
same  regiment  Captain  CuUen  Bradley,  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  who,  in  addition  to  commanding  his 
own  battery,  ably  performs  the  duties  of  chief  of 
artillery.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention 
in  my  official  report  the  true  courage  and  faithful 
devotion  exhibited  throughout  the  entire  conflict 
by  two  members  of  my  personal  escort.  Early  in 
the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wound- 
ed. The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sereeant  Sam- 
uel Goodrich,  company  A,  One  Hundredth  Illinois, 
who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  tne  time.  Private 
Robert  Lemmon,  company  I,  Fifly-ei^hth  Indiana, 
a  member  of  my  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear 
of  me  through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the 
twentieth.  Whenever  I  called,  this  brave  and  de- 
voted boy,  a  youth  qf  not  more  than  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  responded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  ac- 
companiments to  my  report,  first,  official  re)K)rt 
of  Colonel  Marker,  commanding  Third  brigade, 
(with  sub-reports  of  regimenUil  commanders,) 
marked  ••  A ; "  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  First  brigade,  (with  sub-re- 
ports of  regimental  commanders,^  marked  **  B ; " 
third,  return  of  effective  force  taken  into  action 
nineteenth  September,  marked  "  C ; "  fourth,  re- 
turn of  casualties  in  the  battles  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth,  marked  "  D ; "  fifth,  map  showing 
the  various  positions  of  command  in  the  battles  ot 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  marked  "  £." 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  participation 
of  my  command  in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga, a  battle  in  which  the  fate  of  the  proud 
army  of  the  Cumberland  hun^  trembling  in  the 
balance,  —  in  truth,  a  battle  in  whose  result  the 
great  nation's  life  seemed  involved,  —  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Almighty  Providence  for  his 
merciml  deliverance  vouchsafed  to  us  from  the 
hosts  of  our  enemies.    For  his  protection  of  my- 
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self  through  all  the  dangers  of  the  bloody  conflict 
I  am  humbly  thankfuL 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Th.  J.  Wood, 

Brigadier-0«neral  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  commanding. 


Doc.  37. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 
[Correction  of  Official  Reports.] 
Hbaoquarters  Departmbkt  N.  B.  v.,  ) 

Asuif  OTON,  August  13,  1801.      { 

Colonel  Eichardsonf  commanding  Fourth  Brigade : 
Sib  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a 
supplemental  report  of  Bri^dier-Oeneral  Mc- 
Dowell, of  the  battle  of  Bull  Jttun,  on  the  twenty- 
first  ultimo.    I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Chauncy  McKeeveb, 

Asst  AcU.-General. 

HSAOgUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  N.  E.  ¥.,  { 

Arlington,  August  12, 1861.     ( 
Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  D,  Totoneend^  A.  A.  (?., 

Headquartera  of  the  Army : 

Colonel:  My  attention  has  been  called  by 
those  interested,  to  two  omissions  in  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  near  Manas- 
sas, and  I  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  correc- 
tions, wishing  that  the^r  be  made  part  of  my 
original  report  In  speaking  of  the  retreat,  I  men- 
tioned that  it  was  covered  by  Colonel  Blenker's 
brigade.  I  should  have  said  Colonel  Richardson's 
and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigades.  The  former  was 
on  the  left  of  the  Centreville  ridge,  and  the  latter 
in  front  of  it  on  the  Warrenton  road.  Each  cov- 
ered the  retreat  of  those  on  the  respective  roads 
to  the  common  point,  Centreville,  from  there  to 
the  rear.  Colonel  Richardson  was  behind,  and 
covered  the  main  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Irvin  McDowell, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Chauncy  McKeeveb, 

Asst.  A(U.-Oeneral. 

SPECIAL  DESPATCH  TO  THE  DETROIT  DAILY 
TRIBUNE. 

Washington,  July  23. 
My  brigade  has  just  arrived,  after  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  entire  army. 
All  are  up  in  tolerable  good  order. 
The    Michigan  Second  and  Third  regiments 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

J.  B.  Richardson, 

Commanding  Fourtli  Brigade. 
GENERAL  WILLCOX'S  REPORT. 

Detroit,  Michigan,  September  3, 1861. 
Brig.'General  L.  Thomas^  Adj.-Qen.  U,  8.  A, : 

General  :  My  brigade,  the  Second  of  Heint- 
zelman's  division,  marching  in  rear  of  Franklin's 
origade,  arrived  at  the  Suoley  Ford  at  about  half 
past  twelve  P.  IL,  July  twenQr-first,  1861. 


The  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  First  Michi- 
gan, Eleventh  New  York,  (Fire  Zouaves),  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York,  and  Arnold's  battery.  The 
Fourth  Michigan  had  been  left  at  Fairfax  StaUon 
and  Fairfax  Court-House  by  order  of  General 
McDowelL  Halting  for  rest  and  water,  I  obeyed 
the  General's  orders  to  post  Arnold's  battery  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  with  the  First  Michi- 
gan for  support,  and  at  one  o'clock  pushed  forward 
with  my  two  remaining  regiments  up  the  Sudley 
and  Brentville  road.  We  marched  about  two  miles, 
and  came  up  on  the  left  of  what  I  supposed  to 
have  been  Franklin's  line,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Warrenton  and  Sudlej  roads.  The  troops  on 
our  left  were  engaged  in  a  desultory  fire  with  the 
enemy  posted  in  the  thicket  and  ravine  across  the 
Warrenton  road,  not  far  from  the  Henry  house. 
The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  was  quicklv  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  and  the  Zouaves  were  hastening 
into  line,  when  I  received  an  order  to  detach  a 
regiment  for  the  support  of  Ricketts's  battery,  (of 
Franklin's  brigade,)  posted  on  a  hill  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  our  right  and  front,  near  Dogan's  house.  I 
led  up  the  Zouaves  for  this  important  service,  lear- 
ing  tne  Thirty-eighth  under  its  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced Colonel  Hobart  Ward. 

Kicketts  was  soon  ordered  to  take  a  new  posi- 
tion near  the  Henry  house.  The  Zouaves  followed 
in  support,  and  finally  formed  line  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  battery  with  two  companies  in  reser\e. 

Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  but 
now  ne  formed  the  remains  of  his  brigades  engaged 
with  Hunter  in  the  morning,  vix..  Bee's,  Barton's 
and  Evans's,  in  a  new  line  upon  Jackson's  brigade 
of  fresh  troops,  making  all  together  six  thousand 
five  hundred  infantry,  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  Stuart's  cavalry,  according  to  General  Bean- 
regard's  report.  This  force  was  posted  in  the  bdt 
of  woods  which  skirted  the  plateau  southwardly, 
and  lying  in  the  angle  formed  in  that  direction, 
between  the  Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads,  about 
a  mile  from  the  Warrenton  roa^  and  with  its 
left  resting  on  the  Brentsville  and  Sudley  road. 
Ricketts's  battery  had  crossed  the  Sudley  road, 
from  its  post  near  Dogan's  house,  and  was  within 
musket  range  of  the  woods,  which  stretched  from 
that  road  around  from  his  right  towards  his  front, 
and  forming  a  pocket,  which  almost  enveloped  the 
battery  with  its  support 

The  enemy  were  nrst  discovered  by  Colonel  Heint- 
zelman,  lining  the  woods  in  our  front.  He  ordered 
up  the  Zouaves,  commanded  by  Colonel  Famham. 
The  ground  was  slightly  rising  before  us,  and  the 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  but  not  destructive  fire,  as  we 
reached  the  crest  Ihe  Zouaves  returned  the  fire, 
but  immediately  fell  back  bewildered  and  broken. 

Stuart's  cavalry  charged  upon  them  from  the 
woods  on  the  right,  but  were  scattered  by  a  fire 
from  the  two  reserve  companies,  with  a  loss  ascer- 
tained (from  the  Southern  papers)  of  twenty-nine 
killed  and  wounded. 

Meantime  Ricketts's  cannoneers  were  being 
picked  oE  With  Colonel  Heintzelman's  apDroval, 
and  a  promise  of  reenforcements,  1  coUectea  some 
one  hundred  Zouaves,  and  with  Captain  Downey, 
and  others  of  their  officers,  made  a  dash  into  the 
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woods  on  oar  right,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured about  thirty  of  the  enemy. 

Returning  in  a  few  minutes,  I  found  the  field 
cleared  of  l)oth  friend  and  foe,  except  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  horses,  men,  ana  two  officers 
of  Ricketts's  battery  lay  ^stretched  upon  the 
ground,  but  the  enemy  had  not  yet  seized  it 

Recrossing  the  Sualey  road,  I  met  the  First 
Michigan,  Major  Bid  well  commanding,  and  march- 
ing back  with  this  regiment,  we  found  the  enemy 
now  drawn  up  in  a  thm  line  across  the  field  and 
in  possession  of  the  battery.  Advancing  to  the 
fence  on  the  roadside,  the  First  Michigan  opened 
fire ;  the  right  wing  fell  back  to  reload,  owing  to  a 
bhmdering  order,  but  the  left  stood  firm,  expelled 
the  enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.  The  troops 
here  onposed  to  us  I  beUeve  to  have  been  the 
Se? entn  Geor^a. 

Colonel  Hemtselman  now  came  up  and  ordered 
us  promptl;^  forward,  and  with  the  promise  of 
another  regm:ient,  it  was  my  design  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left.  The  left  win^  of  the  First  Michigan 
recrossed  the  field,  struck  mto  the  woods  beyond 
the  Zouaves,  succeeded  in  destroying  and  captur- 
ing a  small  number  of  the  enemy,  and  pushing 
back  his  extreme  left  out  of  that  part  or  point  of 
the  woods  adjacent  to  the  Sudlev  road. 

Meantime  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
re-formed  and  advanced  in  good  order.  I  met  it, 
and  we  pushed  on  towards  the  next  point  of  woods. 
From  this  point  I  found  the  enemy's  left  discov- 
ered us  by  OUT  fire,  and  we  became  engaged  with 
their  rear  rank,  their  front  being  then  occupied 
by  the  advancing  troops  of  Franklin's  or  Sner- 
man's  brigade.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First 
Michigan  stood  up  bravely  at  this  critical  moment, 
holding  on  anxiously  for  reenforcements.  But 
firom  all  I  can  learn,  tne  Thirty-eighth,  which  was 
ordered  up  to  me,  were  directed  to  the  left  of  the 
Henry  houae,  (instead  of  to  the  ri^ht  and  along 
the  Sodley  road,)  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's 
centre,  and  never  reached  me.  It  was  now  nearly 
four  o'clock.  General  Beauregard  had  been  gather- 
ing new  reenforcements.  General  Kirby  Smith 
had  joined  him  with  a  portion  of  Johnston's  army. 
Our  scattered  troops  were  contending  in  fractions 
tgainst  the  enemy^  army  in  position,  and  massed' 
on  the  plateau,  with  his  artillery  sweeping  every 
approach.  General  Johnston  was  bringing  fresh 
troops  to  turn  our  own  right.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Vimnia  attacked  my  own  handful  firom  the  rear 
in  die  woods,  and  I  had  the  ill  fortune  to  be 
wounded,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  captured. 
But  I  was  spared  witnessing  the  disaster  which 
forther  pursued  our  arms. 

In  this  report  I  have  only  endeavored  to  supply 
partly  the  information  that  was  not  known,  or 
mund  in  any  other  report,  in  consequence  of  my 
capture.  Permit  me  to  add  further  that  the  Thirhr- 
oghth  New  York  was  distinguished  for  its  steadi- 
ness in  ranks,  and  for  gallantly  repelling  a  charge 
made  upon  it  by  the  New  Orleans  Tigers.  The 
Zouaves,  though  broken  as  a  regiment,  did  good 
service  under  my  own  eyes  in  the  woods,  and  de- 
tadunents  of  them  joined  various  other  regiments 
in  the  %ht.    The  First  Michigan  deserves  the 


credit  of  advancing  farther  into  the  enemy's  lines 
than  any  other  of  our  troops,  as  their  dead  bodies 
proved  after  the  battle. 

I  only  regret  that  from  the  fact  of  my  separa- 
tion from  Arnold's  battery  I  cannot  add  any  tes- 
timony of  my  own  to  the  well-known  gallantry 
with  which  he  and  his  command  conducted  them- 
selves. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brig.-Gen,  late  Colonel  First  Micbig:an  Infuitrj. 


Doc.  38. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  MISSION  RIDOE. 

GBNEBAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

Headquartbrs  Third  Division  Fourth    ) 

Abmt  Corps,  vx  the  Field  in  East  Tennessee,  > 

December  29, 1863.     > 

Sm :  As  early  as  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
ultimo,  it  was  generally  known  among  the  higher 
commanders  of  the  troops  assembled  in  Chatta- 
nooga, that  a  movement  was  in  contemplation  to 
cause  the  investment,  which  had  then  continued 
nearly  sixty  days,  to  be  raised. 

The  investing  force,  commanded  by  General 
Braxton  Bra^g,  of  the  rebel  army,  comprised  eight 
divisions  of  infantry  arranged  in  four  corps,  under 
the  lead  of  some  or  the  ablest  officers  in  the  en- 
emy's service.  Reliable  information,  obtained  at 
the  time  the  movements  for  raising  the  invest- 
ment were  in  contemplation,  showed  that  the 
rebel  divisions  averaged  not  less  than  six  thousand 
infantry  each.  This  estimate  would  give  forty- 
eight  thousand  infantry  as  about  the  investing  force. 
Including  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  it  would  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  place  the  whole  investing 
force  al  over  fifty  thousand  men.  The  rebel  divis- 
ions usually  comprise  four  brigades,  with  a  field 
battery  attached  to  each  brigade.  This  rate  would 
give  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  field  guns  as  the 
artillery  equipment  of  the  beleaguering  army. 

But  a  very  imperfect  understanding  of  the  de- 
fensive power  of  the  rebel  army  would  be  obtained 
by  considering  its  numbers  and  equipments  only. 
It  occupied  a  position  so  strong  naturally,  and  so 
intrencned  by  art,  as  to  duplicate  the  defensive 
power  of  its  numbers.  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Mission  Bidge  are  so  related  to  each  other  and 
Chattanooga  that  the  army  which  holds  them  com- 
mands the  outlets  from  tne  town  on  east,  south, 
and  south-west  The  natural  strength  and  com- 
mand of  the  position  occupied  by  the  insurgents 
had  been  mucn  improved  by  intrenchments. 

During  the  week  commencing  on  the  fifteenth 
and  ending  on  the  twenty-second  of  November, 
the  suborcunate  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  were  summoned  twice  to  department 
headquarters  to  have  the  plan  of  operations  ex- 
plained to  them  and  to  receive  their  instructions. 
The  original  plan  of  operations  was  briefly  this : 
the  force  of  Major-General  Sherman  was  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  the  North 
Chickamauga  Creek,  ascend  the  north-eastern 
flank  of  Mission  Ridge,  (which  here  juts  against 
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the  river,)  sweep  the  rid^e,  and  take  the  enem3r'8 
intrenchments,  DOth  at  its  base  and  on  its  crest, 
in  flank  and  rear.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourth 
army  corps,  General  Sheridan's  and  my  own, 
were  to  cross  Citico  Creek  near  its  mouth,  just 
above  Chattanooga,  move  up  the  peninsula  en- 
closed between  the  creek  and  the  Tennessee  Hiver, 
form  a  junction  wipi  the  right  flank  of  General 
Sherman's  force,  swing  to  the  right,  and  sweep 
along  the  lower  slope  and  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 
The  remaining  force  in  Chattanooga  was  to -make 
a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  works  directly 
in  front  of  Chattanooga,  while  at  the  same  time 
looking  out  for  the  safety  of  the  town  against  a  coun- 
ter attack.  The  force  in  Lookout  Valley  (^General 
Hooker)  was  to  threaten  Lookout  Mountam. 

It  was  conceeded  that  a  direct  front  attack  of 
the  enemy's  works  on  Mission  Ridge  could  not 
be  made  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  or 
if  such  an  attack  should  be  successful,  it  could  only 
be  made  at  a  great  and  unnecessaly  cost  of  life. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  orders  were  issued 
on  Friday  the  twentieth  to  be  prepared  to  move 
at  daylight  the  following  morning.  It  was  di- 
rected that  the  men  should  have  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  their  persons,  and  two 
days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain  Friday  afternoon  and 
night,  with  other  causes  of  delay,  prevented  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  command  from  reaching  in  time 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  pass  the  river ;  con- 
sequently the  movement  intended  to  be  made  at 
daylight  Saturday  morning  was  postponed. 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-second,  the  orders  of 
thepreceding  Friday  were  renewed. 

The  failure  of  General  Sherman's  command  to 
be  Sundav  night  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  it 
caused  a  further  postponement  of  the  movement 
of  the  troops  destined  to  cooperate  immediately 
with  it 

To  a  just  understanding^  of  the  subsequent 
movements  of  my  division,  it  sliould  be  remarked 
that  during  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
second,  much  movement,  some  of  it  singular  and 
mysterious,  was  observed  in  the  rebel  army. 
Officers  in  command  of  the  grand  guards  and  out- 

{)osts  were  instructed  to  observe  the  greatest  vigi- 
ance  Sunday  night,  to  send  out  patrols  frequently 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy's  picket  lines, 
and  to  report  promptly  all  information  of  interest 
At  twelve  M.,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-third,  I 
received  the  following  orders : 

Headquarters  Dep't  of  the  Cumberland,  > 
Chatta>'oooa,  Tennessee,  November  23, 1863.     J 

Mcnor-Qen,  Oranger,  commanding  Fourth  A.  C. : 
The  General  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  throw  one  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
forward,  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob,  (and 
hold  a  second  division  in  supporting  distance,)  to 
discern  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  he  still  re- 
main in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps. 

Howard's  and  Baird's  commands  will  be  ready 
to  cooperate  if  needed.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

MiOor-Ocncral,  Chief  of  Staff. 
J.  S.  FULLERTON, 

A.  A.  QenermL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Foubth  Abmt  Conps,  i 
NoTeniber23,  lBi:L    \ 

Brigadier  General  Wood,  with  his  division,  will 
as  soon  as  possible  carry  out  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions, and  will  be  supported  by  General  Sheridan's 
division,  to  be  posted  along  near  the  line  of  rail- 
road, its  right  resting  aboat  midway  between 
Moore's  road  and  the  brush  knob  in  front  of  Lunette 
Palmer.    Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Granger, 

MiOor-Genertl,  coTnmanding. 
Twelve  o'clock  M. 
Bri«uiier-General  Th.  J.  Wood, 

CommaiKUDg  Third  Division  Fourth  Axmj  Corp*, 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  I  sum- 
moned my  brigade  commanders  to  my  bead- 
(quarters,  to  give  them  full  and  minute  explana* 
tions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  intended  to 
execute  the  instructions  I  had  received.  1  desired 
also  to  express  in  person  the  part  the  commaud 
of  each  was  to  perform  in  the  operations.  The 
disposition  of  the  division,  as  then  explained  to 
the  brigade  commanders,  and  as  was  suof^equently 
most  successfullv  carried  out,  was  as  follows : 

Hazen's  brigade  on  the  ri^ht,  Willich's  on  the  left, 
were  to  be  formed  in  two  hues,  the  first  deployed, 
the  second  in  double  column,  closed  in  mass. 

Beattjr's  brigade  formed  in  double  column,  dosed 
in  mass,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  deploy  to  the  front, 
or  deploy  faced  to  the  leu,  was  held  in  reserve  in 
rear  of  WiUich's  left.  This  arrangement  would 
fully  protect  Willich's  left  from  any  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  during  the  advauce.  As  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  a  poation 
which  would  place  his  division  in  rear  of  my  right 
flank  during  the  advance,  I  had  no  occasion  to 
look  to  the  safety  of  my  right  In  addition  to  the 
double  line  formation  just  described,  the  entire 
grand  guard  on  duty  for  the  day  was  to  be  deployed 
on  the  advance  sentinel  line  of  pickets,  so  that  the 
whole  would  be  covered  with  a  cloud  of  skirilisb- 
ers.  I  ordered  the  formation  to  take  place  on  the 
broad  slope  on  the  southern  side  of  Fort  Wood. 
This  work  crowns  a  conical  eminence  about  two 
hundred  feet  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
river,  situated  about  a  half  a  mile  out  of  Chat-* 
tanooga  in  a  south-easterly  direction.  From  its 
parapet  the  rebel  works  and  troops  were  cloarlj 
discernible. 

The  descent  of  this  hill  on  the  northern,  eastern, 
and  western  sides  is  abrupt,  but  gradually  oo 
the  southern,  extending  dowki  into  the  valley 
through  which  runs  the  Western  and  Atlantio 
railway.  At  one  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M.  the 
arrangements  were  all  completed,  the  troops  wen 
in  position,  and  the  reserve  ammunition  and  am- 
bulance trains  in  rear  of  Fort  Wood. 

Then,  at  the  bugle  signal,  the  magnificent  airty 
and  serried  colunms  moved  forward. 

It  scarcely  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  man  to  wit- 
ness so  grand  a  military  display. 

Every  circumstance  that  could  heighten  the  in- 
terests of,  or  impart  dramatic  efiect  to  the  scene, 
was  present  On  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Wood 
were  gathered  officers  of  high  rank,  crowned  with 
honors  gathered  on  other  fields.    There,  aliOi 
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were  officers  distin^shed  for  Bcientific  attaior 
mentB  and  rare  administratiye  ability. 

Troops  in  line  and  column  checkered  the  broad 
plain  of  Chattanooga. 

In  front,  plainly  to  be  seen,  waa  the  enemy, 
BO  soon  to  be  ensonntered  in  deadly  conflict 
My  diviaion  seemed  to  drink  in  the  inspiration 
of  the  scene,  and,  when  the  advance  was  sound- 
ed, moved  forward  in  the  perfect  order  of  a 
holiday  parade. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness,  on 
the  Champs-de-Mars  and  on  Long  Champ,  re- 
views of  all  arms  of  the  French  service,  under 
the  eye  of  the  most  remarkable  man  of  the  pres- 
ent generation.  I  once  saw  a  review,  followed 
bj  a  mock  battle,  of  the  finest  troops  of  El 
M  Gfllantuomo.  The  pageant  was  held  on  the 
plains  near  Milan,  the  que^n  city  of  Lombardy, 
and  the  troops  in  the  sham  conflict  were  com- 
manded by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  officers 
of  the  Piedmontese  service— Cialdini,  and  an- 
o&er  whose  name  I  cannot  now  recall  In  none  of 
these  displays  did  I  ever  see  anything  to  exceed 
the  soldierly  bearing  and  the  steadiness  of  my 
division,  eidiibited  m  the  advance  on  Monday 
afternoon,  the  second.  There  was  certainly  one 
striking  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  these 
grand  displays.  The  French  and  Italian  parades 
WOTe  peaceful  pageants :  ours  involved  the  exi- 
gencies of  stem  war— certainly  an  immense  dif- 
f^enoe. 

I  should  do  injufltioe  to  the  brave  men  who 
thus  moved  forward  to  the  conflict  in  such  per- 
fect order,  were  I  to  omit  to  record  that  not  one 
straggler  lagged  behind  to  sully  tiie  magnificence 
and  perfectness  of  ^e  grand  battle  array. 

Prom  Fort  Wood  to  ihe  railroad  the  country 
is  open.  South  of  the  railroad,  ihe  country 
TOssed  over  is  partly  open  and  partly  wooded, 
fiazen's  brigade  had  to  pass  over  the  open  field, 
several  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  and  Willich's 
^irough  the  woods.  On  tiie  southern  side  of 
the  field  the  enem/s  front  line  of  pickets  was 
posted.  The  skinnishers  were  instructed  to 
press  forward,  as  soon  as  the  advance  was 
sounded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  drive  in  the 
enemy's  out  luie  of  pickets  on  their  reserves. 
Tins  service  was  excellently  p^ormed. 

To  the  proper  understajiaing  of  ihe  subse- 
quent movements  of  the  division,  some  explana- 
torv  remarks  are  necessary. 

Orchard  Knob,  given  in  the  order  directing 
ihe  reconnoissance  as  the  guiding  point,  is  a 
steep,  craggy  knoll,  rising  some  hundred  feet 
above  the  general  level  of  the  valley  of  Chat- 
tanooga. It  is  twenty-one  hundred  yards  from 
Fort  Wood.  The  rebels  had  held  the  knob  as 
an  outpost  since  the  investment  was  first  estab- 
lished. 

A  position  natural^  so  strong,  fhey  had  done 
litde  to  strenethen  it  by  intrenchments  on  its 
summit.  To  tke  right  of  Orchard  Knob,  look- 
ing to  the  south,  a  rocW,  abrupt,  wooded  ridge 
extends  several  hundred  yards  toward  the  souSi- 
west  It  is  not  so  elevated  as  the  knob.  The 
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enemy  had  formed  rude^  but  strong  barricades 
on  the  northern  slope,  just  below  the  crest  of 
this  ridge.  To  the  left  of  the  knob,  still  looking 
to  the  south,  a  long  line  of  rifle-pits  extended 
away  off  to  the  northeast,  and,  trending  round, 
reached  almost  to  Citico  Ch*eek.  Orchard  Knob 
was  the  citadel  of  this  line  of  intrenchments. 

Oeneral  Willich  was  ordered  to  direct  his 
brigade  on  the  knob,  and  Genend  Hazen  his 
brigade  on  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  it 
So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  moved  forward,  the 
enemy  opened  fire.  Across  the  open  field  and 
through  the  woods  the  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
sharp,  rattling  fire,  steadily  and  rapidly  drivmg 
in  the  enemv.  As  the  knob  and  intrenchments 
were  nearea  the  fire  became  hotter,  the  resist- 
ance of  the  rebels  more  determined,  but  the 
majestic  advance  of  our  lines  was  not  for  a  mo- 
ment stayed.  Finally,  Willich's  brigade,  which 
had  met  with  less  opposition  than  &zen'B,  hav- 
ing arrived  quite  near  the  knob,  "by  a  bold 
brush,"  ascended  its  steep  acclivity,  crowned  its 
summit,  and  it  was  ours.  Reference  is  made  to 
ihe  report  of  Brigadier-General  Willich  for  a 
more  full  description  of  this  brilliant  feat  of 
arms. 

In  the  meantime,  Hazen's  brigade  was  en- 
countering a  determined  resistance  from  the 
enemy,  Weltered  by  his  breastworks  on  the 
rocW  ridge  to  the  right  For  a  few  moments 
the  nre  was  sharp  and  destructive.  More  than 
a  hundred  casualties  in  the  leadii^  regiments 
attest  the  severity  of  the  fire,  but  nothing 
coidd  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  the  troops. 
In  a  few  moments  after  Willich's  brigade  had  car- 
ried Orchard  Knob,  Hazen's  skirmishers  poured 
over  the  enemy's  barricades.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Alabama  was  captured,  with  its  flag,  almost  en- 
tire. I  respectfuUy  refer  to  the  report  of  Briga- 
dier-Genersd  Hazen  for  a  more  detailed  narrative 
of  this  gallant  and  successful  assault  Among 
the  killed  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Major 
Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  who  was  killed  while 
gallantly  leading  his  regiment  to  the  charge. 
Bo  soon  as  the  Knob  and  the  barricades  were 
taken,  the  enemy  fled,  to  take  shelter  in  his  in- 
trenchments at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Beatty's  brigade,  though  not  playing  so  dis- 
tinguished a  part  as  the  other  two  brigades,  was 
doing  ^ood  service  in  the  part  assigned  hinL 
Following  the  left  of  Willich's  brigade,  so  soon 
as  the  knob  was  carried,  some  of  Beatty's  regi- 
ments were  brought  forward  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  rifle  pits  to  the  left  of  Willich's  po- 
sition. The  remainder  was  held  in  reserve. 
Shortly  after  tiie  successful  dash.  General  Gran- 
ger, commanding  the  Fourth  army  corps,  joined 
me  at  Orchard  Knob.  Personal  observation  as- 
sured him  of  the  extensiveness  and  completeness 
of  our  success.  The  result  having  been  reported 
to  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment, he  ordered  the  position  to  be  held  and 
intrenched.  Soon  the  men  were  engaged  in  this 
work.  While  so  employed,  the  enemy  opened 
a  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  us  from 
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several  batteries  established  on  Mission  Ridge. 
It  was  continued  nearly  an  hour — ^in  fact,  until 
toward  nightfall.  It  seems  almost  a  miracle, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  no  damage  was 
infdcted  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  One  man 
only  was  very  slightly  wounded  by  ^e  frag- 
ment of  a  shell. 

While  m^  division  was  engaged  in  intrench- 
ing its  position,  the  Mevendi  armv  cotj^b  was 
ordered  to  take  post  on  my  left  The  resistance 
it  met  in  its  front  from  &e  enemy  in  his  rifle- 
pits  rendered  its  progress  slow.  Two  regi- 
ments of  Beatty*s  brigade  were  deployed  to  me 
left  to  take  the  rifle-pits  in  flank,  drive  out  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  therefrom,  and  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  front  of  the  Eleventh  corps. 
This  service  was  quickly  and  handsomely  done, 
but  the  Eleventh  corps  neglecting  to  occupy  the 
rifle-pits,  the  enemy  returned  to  them.  It  was 
hence  necessary  for  the  two  regiments  of  Beat- 
ly's  brigade  to  render  the  service  over  again 
on  TueSiay  morning,  the  twenty-fourth.  The 
whole  of  ihe  night  of  the  twenty-third  was 
spent  in  intrenching  our  position.  In  this  labo- 
rious work  the  troops  evmced  as  much  fortitude 
as  they  had  shown  gallantry  in  gaining  the  po- 
sition. Not  only  was  a  line  of  rifle-pits  and 
JMLrricades  constructed  along  the  entire  front  of 
tiie  division  during  the  night,  but  a  strong 
epaulement  for  a  six-gun  field  battery  was  thrown 
up  on  the  summit  of  Orchard  Knob ;  Bridges' 
battery,  of  forty-three  inch  Rodman  guns  and 
two  Napoleons.  The  early  Hght  of  Tuesday 
morning  disclosed  to  the  anxious  gaze  of  the 
rebels  such  works  as  must  have  convinced  them 
we  intended  to  hold  the  position  won  the  day 
before.  Perchance  they  saw  in  this  evident  in- 
tention the  prognostic  of  further  and  more  ex- 
tensive operations,  to  be  attended  by  more  dis- 
tinguished and  important  results. 

i  almost  refer  to  the  report  of  (General  Beatty, 
^commanding  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  for 
a  fuU  report  of  his  command  in  the  operations 
of  the  twenty-third. 

During  the  twenty-fourth  the  division  was 
quiet,  remaining  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
tne  important  acquisitions  of  the  previous  after- 
noon. The  enemy  in  fuU  view,  and  sheltered 
behind  his  rifle-pits,  at  the  base  of  Mission 
Ridge,  made  no  eflbrt  to  retrieve  his  losses.  An 
occasional  shot  from  the  skirmishers,  and  a 
l>ooming  of  a  gun  from  Orchard  Knob,  varied 
^e  monotony  of  the  day.  We  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  watch  with  eager  interest  the  bril- 
liant operations,  though  miles  away  from  us,  of 
General  Hooker's  command  for  the  possession 
of  Lookout  Mountain.  And  when  the  morning 
sun  of  Wednesday  had  dispelled  the  mist  from 
the  mountain  top  and  displaved  to  our  view  the 
banner  of  the  brave  and  the  free  flying  from 
the  topmost  peak  of  Lookout  Mountain,  loud 
and  long  were  the  joyous  shouts  with  which 
my  division  made  the  welkin  ring. 

Shortly  after  night-fall,  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
fourth,  I  received  the  following  order : 


BBAiKHMBma,  FouBH  Asm  Omn,      \ 
CtaAnAKOOOA,  Norember  24, 1868, 6.40  p.  m./ 

General:  The  following  instmctioDB  have 
just  been  received : 

HiABqUABflBfl  DVlBDDBff  OP  TBI  COUBUIV,) 
CtaAXIAHOOGi,  TBOL     > 

General  Granobb  :  The  General  commaDd- 
in^  Department  directs  that  you  have  eveiy- 
thing  ready  for  an  offensive  movement  early  to- 
morrow morning. 

J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Mfljor-Ctaneral,  Chief  of  8ta£ 

You  will  make  every  preparation  for  such 
movement 
By  command  of  Major-General  Granger. 
J.  8.  Fullebion, 
Lleatenani^loiMl  aud  A.  A.QaBinL 
Brigadier-Creneral  Wood, 

Third  Division,  Foortii  Oofpt. 

In  conformity  with  these  instructions  I  had, 
during  Tuesday  night,  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  distributed  to  the  troops, 
and  the  rations  in  the  haversacks  replenished. 
At  dawn  Wednesday  morning  mj  division  wis 
ready  for  action,  and  only  awaited  the  order 
from  the  senior  officers  to  commence  the  ODr 
slaught  Early  in  the  forenoon  of  Wednesday, 
Orcbstrd  Knob  became  the  station  of  officem  of 
high  nuik  and  signal  renown.  The  CommandiDg 
General  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the  Missiflsippi 
was  there,  as  was -also  the  Commander  of  toe 
Department  and  Army  of  tiie  Cumberland.  Bor- 
ing the  forenoon  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  southern  edge  of  the 
wood  intervening  between  my  position  and  the 
enemy's  rifle-pits  at  iiie  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 
This  service  was  gallantly  performed ;  tiie  &»- 
my*s  skirmishers  oeing  rapidly  driven  back  and 
compelled  to  take  belter  behind  their  rifle-pits. 
As  the  day  progressed,  the  interest  which  at- 
tracted every  eye  and  absorbed  every  feeling 
was  that  involved  in  the  attempt  of  General 
Sherman's  command  to  effect  a  lodgment  on  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  near  the  tunnel  Severer  opi>o8ition 
than  had  been  expected  was  evidently  being  met 
with.  To  lessen  tlie  opposition  General  Sherman 
was  encountering,  it  was  determined  ***** 
movement  should  be  made  against  the  rebel 
centre.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  carry 
tiie  enemy's  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  1^ 
sion  Ridge,  and  hold  them.  The  signal  for  the 
advance  was  to  be  six  guns  fired  in  n«id  mo- 
cession  from  the  batteries  on  Orchard  Kno^ 
The  necessary  instructions  were  given  to  w 
brigade  commanders.  This  was  near  three  o*do^ 
p.  M.  Soon  the  booming  of  the  guns  awakened 
the  reverberations  of  the  fastneasea  of  llQnion 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain ;  and  before  the 
echoes  had  died  away  in  the  distant  recessea  of 
their  ragged  heights  the  advance  was  com- 
menced. 

Mission  Ridge  is  an  elevated  ranee  (wim  an 
average  altitude  of  several  hundred  feet  abore 
the  general  level  of  the  country),  running  noo 
north-east  to  south-west 
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The  part  of  it  assaulted  by  nnr  diyision  the 
aftemooD  of  the  twentv-fifth,  is  aboat  four  miles 
from  Chattanooga,  and  about  a  mile  from  Or- 
chard Knob.  Between  the  latter  and  the  base  of 
Mission  Ridge  there  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley. 
Of  coarse,  this  had  to  be  traversed  before  tiie 
intreDchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  could  be 
assaulted. 

As  soon  as  our  troops  began  to  move  forward 
the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  his  bat- 
teries on  ihe  crest  of  the  ridge. 

The  batteries  were  so  posted  as  to  give  a  di- 
rect and  cross  fire  on  the  assaulting  troops.  It 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  tiie  enemy  hai  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  dis- 
posed on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge.  But  the 
rapid  firing  of  all  this  mass  of  artillery  could  not 
stay  tiie  onward  movement  of  our  troops.  They 
pressed  forward  with  dauntless  ardor,  and  car- 
ried the  Ime  of  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the 
ridge.  The  enemy  in  these  •  intrenchments, 
douhtlessly  impressed  with  the  uselessness  of 
resistance,  maide  no  serious  opposition,  but 
sought  safety  by  flight  behind  his  intrench- 
mentB  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

When  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  was  car- 
ried, the  goal  for  which  we  had  started  was 
won.    Our  orders  carried  us  no  further. 

We  had  been  instructed  to  carry  the  line  of 
intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  and  tlien 
halt  But  the  enthusiasm  and  impetuosity  of  the 
troops  were  such  that  those  who  first  reached 
the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge 
bounded  over  them,  and  pressed  on  up  the  as- 
cent after  the  flying  enemy.  Moreover,  the  in- 
trenchments were  no  protection  against  the 
enemy*s  artiUery  on  the  ridge.  To  remain  would 
he  destruction :  to  retire  would  be  both  expen- 
sive in  life,  and  disgraceful. 

Officers  and  men  all  seemed  impressed  with 
this  truth.  In  addition,  the  example  of  those 
who  conmienced  to  ascend  the  ridge  so  soon  as 
the  intrenchments  were  carried,  was  contagious. 

Without  waiting  for  an  order,  the  vast  mass 
pressed  forward  in  the  race  of  glory,  each  man 
eager  to  be  the  first  on  the  summit 

The  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  could  not 
check  the  impetuous  assault  Tne  troops  did  not 
halt  to  fire ;  to  have  done  so  would  have  been 
niinous.  Little  was  left  to  the  immediate  com- 
manders of  the  troops  than  to  cheer  on  the  fore- 
most, to  encourage  the  weaker  of  limb,  and  to 
sustain  tile  very  few  who  seemed  to  be  faint- 
hearted. 

To  the  eternal  honor  of  the  troops,  it  should 
be  recorded  that  the  laggards  were,  indeed,  few 
in  number.  The  intervsJ  which  elapsed  between 
the  carrying  of  the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of 
the  ridge  and  the  crowning  of  the  summit,  must 
have  been  one  of  intense  and  painful  anxiety  to 
an  who  were  not  participants  in  the  assault 
The  ascent  of  Mission  Ridge  was,  indeed,  an  ef- 
fort to  try  the  strongest  limbs  and  the  stoutest 
hearts. 

But  suspense  and  anxiety  were  not  of  lone 
duration.    Upward  steadily  went  the  standard 


of  the  Union  (borne  onward  by  strong  arms,  up- 
held by  brave  hearts),  and  soon  it  was  seen  fly- 
ing on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge  I  Loud,  in- 
deed, were  the  shouts  with  which  this  spectacle 
was  repeived. 

Some  of  the  first  troops  on  the  crest  pressed 
forward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  them,  whUe  oSiers  (with  great 
good  sense  on  the  part  of  their  brigade  com- 
manders) were  deployed  to  the  right  and  left  to 
clear  the  ridge,  and  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
our  troops  that  had  not  gained  the  summit 

The  ^ood  effect  of  the  flank  attacks  was 
almost  instantaneously  apparent,  and  soon  the 
entire  crest  was  occupied  by  our  troops.  Mis- 
sion Rid^e  was  ours  I  The  enemv,  whom  we  had 
seen  dunng  the  two  lonely  montns  of  the  invest- 
ment occupying  this  dominating  position,  was 
in  full  retreat 

As  the  day  was  nearly  spent,  and  the  troops 
much  worn  and  somewhat  disordered  by  the  as- 
cent, the  pursuit  could  not,  of  course,  be  lone 
continued.  Darkness  was  coming  on  apace,  and 
the  brigades  were  re-formed  on  ue  crest  of  the 
ridee,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night 

The  assault  of  Mission  Ridge  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  ih&t  have 
ever  occurred.  Military  history  would  probably 
be  ransacked  in  vain  for  a  parallel.  With  so 
much  armed  resistance  encountered,  probably 
no  assault  was  ever  so  eminently  successfuL 

In  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  the  advance 
commenced,  the  first  flags  were  seen  flying  on  the 
crest  of  the  rid^e.  But  the  great  achievement 
was  not  won  without  serious  loss.  Many  gallant 
and  accomplished  ofiScers  and  brave  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  assault  To  these 
especially  is  the  lasting  homage  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  due. 

As  is  not  at  all  singular,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  troops  first  crowned  the 
summit  of  Mission  Ridge.  All  the  different  di- 
visions engaged  in  the  assault  set  up  claims  to 
this  honor ;  the  brigades  of  the  same  division 
(I  know  it  is  so  in  my  division)  have  conflicting 
claims ;  and  in  like  manner  the  reeiments  of  the 
same  brigade  lay  claim  to  the  honor.  Each 
commander,  observing  his  own  troops  more 
closely  than  others,  is  disposed  to  think,  with 
all  honesty,  that  his  command  was  first  on  the 
crest  While  admitting  I  am  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken, I  sincerely  think  a  considerable  portion 
of  my  division  were  the  first  troops  that  reached 
the  summit  But  I  am  not  able  to  discriminate 
with  certainty  which  one  of  the  three  bri^des 
was  first  up.  The  truth  is,  parts  of  each  brigade 
reached  the  crest  ahnost  simultaneously;  and 
where  injustice  might  be  done,  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  make  a  decision  on  the  conflicting 
claims.  In  fact,  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent to  do  so.  I  own  that  I  was  much  more 
mterested  in  getting  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  than 
in  seeing  who  reached  there  first  Happily,  it 
is  a  question  which  does  not  require  to  be  defi- 
nitely settled.  The  strong  position  of  the  enemy 
was  carried,  and  it  matters  little  what  pftrticukor 
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regiment,  brigade,  or  division  was  first  on  l^e 
summit.  Where  all  strove  so  ardently  to  do 
well,  he  who  was  first  up  can  only  be  considered 
as  more  fortunate,  not  more  deserving,  than  his 
comrades. 

I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  brieade  com- 
manders, with  their  accompaniments,  tne  reports 
of  regimental  commanders,  for  a  more  minute 
and  detailed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  their 
several  commands  than  I  can  present  in  this  re- 
port To  these  reports  I  must  also  refer  for 
many  instances  of  special  commendation  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  and  soldiers.  To 
record  aU  the  instances  of  heroism  displayed  by 
men  and  officers,  would  extend  this  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  compass. 

After  the  rout  of  the  enemy  by  the  successful 
assault  on  Mission  Ridge  on  me  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  as  shown  by  ihe  reports  of  the 
brigade  conmianders,  were  as  follows :  Greneral 
Wmich,  commanding  First  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  five  pieces  of  artillery;  Greneral 
Hazen,  commanding  Second  brigade,  reports  ^e 
capture  of  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  Gen- 
eral Beatty,  commanding  Third  brigade,  reports 
the  capture  of  eiglU  pieces  of  artiUery.  There 
is,  I  believe,  some  conflict  of  claims  between 
Grenerals  Willich  and  Hazen  as  to  the  priority  of 
capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  I  think 
they  have  both  included  them  in  their  reports 
of  captures.  Without  pretending  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  has  the  better  claim,  which  I 
am  really  not  able  to  do  (nor  is  it  at  all  impor- 
tant the  question  should  be  settied),  I  make  the 
correction,  to  avoid  counting  two  pieces  twice. 
The  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  i^ow  an 
aggregate  capture  of  twerUv-nine  pieoea  of  ariUr 
iery  by  the  division — all  field  pieces.  In  regard 
to  the  conflict  between  (lenerab  Willich  and 
Hazen,  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  is  not  at  all 
strange  such  differences  of  opinion  should  exist 
in  regard  to  occurrences  on  the  battie-field,  as, 
by  reason  of  the  turmoil  of  the  conflict,  it  is  often 
impossible  to  mark  distinctiy  the  exact  order  of 
precedence  of  events ;  and  where  also  two  regi- 
ments may  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  same 
place,  and  yet  each  honestiy  think  itself  the  first 
there.  General  Willich,  commanding  First  bri- 
gade, reports  the  capture  of  two  regimental 
colors;  General  Hazen,  commanding  Second 
brigade,  three ;  and  General  Beatty,  two ;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven.  General  Willich  reports 
the  capture  of  twelve  himdred  stands  of  sm^dl 
arms;  General  Hazen,  six  hundred  and  fifty; 
and  General  Beatty,  two  hundred;  making  an 
aggregate  of  two  thousand  and  fifty  stands  of 
small  arms. 

Grand  summary  of  captures  by  the  division : 

Field  guns — ^twenty-nme. 

Field  caissons — twenty-five. 

Regimental  colors — seven. 

Stands  of  small  arms— two  tiiousand  and  fifty. 

Prisoners— over  one  thousand,  for  whom  re- 
ceipts were  received  by  the  Provost-Marshal  of 
the  division  from  the  Provost-Marshal  Greneral. 


I  have  not  the  report  of  my  Provost  Manhal 
before  me,  and  hence  cannot  give  the  exact 
number.  Among  the  prisoners  were  officers  of 
various  grades. 

The  causualties  in  tiie  division  amotmted  to 
sixteen  officers  killed  and  fifty-nine  wounded; 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed, 
one  himdred  cmdfifl/iffotar  ;  wounded,  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen;  making  the  total  casualties 
of  the  division  one  thousand  and  ^irty4wo. 
Among  these  the  country  has  to  mourn  tiie  loss 
of  many  eaUant  and  accomplished  officers,  and 
brave  and  devoted  men.  I  have  already  noted 
the  death  of  Major  Birdi,  of  the  Ninety-thini 
Ohio,  who  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  in  the  assaidt  on  the  enemy's  intrendi- 
ments  on  Mondav  afternoon  of  the  twenty-third. 
Major  Irvin,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Major  Glass,  Thhty- 
second  Induuia,  while  displaying  like  heroism, 
were  killed  iii  the  assault  on  Mission  Bid^ 
In  the  death  of  these  gallant  and  excellent  offi- 
cers the  country  has  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

To  my  bri^de  conunanders.  General  Willidi, 
commanding  First  brigade ;  Greneral  Hazen,  com- 
manding S^nd  brigade ;  and  General  Beattj, 
commanding  Third  brigade,  my  wannest  thanks 
are  due  (and  are  hereby  tendered)  for  the  prompt, 
.skilful,  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  in  these  brilliant  opera- 
tions. They  each  displayed  high  personal  gal- 
lantry, as  well  as  professional  intelligence.  I 
commend  tiiem  to  the  consideration  and  care  of 
my  seniors  in  rank.  They  speak  in  terms  of 
high  praise  of  their  staff  officers,  and,  I  doubt  not, 
justly. 

In  writing  a  report  of  operations  affording 
opportunities  for  the  display  of  personal  gat 
kmtry  and  heroism,  and  for  rendering  high  and 
distinguished  service,  it  is  impossible  to^mm- 
icle  &e  name  of  every  officer  or  soldier  spe- 
cially distinguishing  himself.  And  where  all 
have  done  weU,  to  attempt  to  discriminate  indi- 
viduals would,  perhaps,  lead  to  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. But,  as  in  extensive  operations,  some 
are  fortunate  enough  to  specially  distinguish 
themselves,  it  is  doing  no  more  than  justice  to 
them  to  conunemorate  their  names  in  an  official 
report.  Colonel  Berry,  commanding  Fiftii  Ken- 
tucky, displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  on  fii« 
twenty-third  and  on  the  twenty-fifth.  He  was 
slightiy  wounded  on  both  da^  Colonel  Wfley, 
conunanding  Forty-first  Ohio,  rendered  signal 
service  on  both  days,  and  displayed  high  coor- 
age.  In  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge  he  re- 
ceived a  ghastiy  wound  in  his  right  knee,  render- 
ing amputation  necessary.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chandler,  commandmg  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  after 
being  among  the  very  first  on  the  summit  of 
Afission  Ridge,  rendered  the  most  important  etf- 
vice  by  a  prompt  flank  movement  to  the  left, 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  resisting  rebek  were 
swept  off.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler  tiien,  ac- 
cording to  his  brigade  commander's  report,  fol- 
lowed up  the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half  in  his  re- 
treat. Colonel  Stout,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Kentucky,  and    Colonel  Enefler,    commanding 
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Sevenfy-ninth  Indiana,  distinguished  themselves 
by  the  vigor  of  their  assault  on  Mission  Ridge, 
and  the  ardor  with  which  they  attacked  tne 
rebels  after  the  crest  had  been  gained. 

To  the  members  of  my  personal  staff,  Captain 
Bestow,  Asaistaot  Adjutant^neral,  First  Lieu- 
teoant  Targan,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  Second 
lieutenant  Shaffer,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  Aidos-de- 
Oamp,  Captain  Bartlett,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  In- 
spector-General of  the  Division,  apd  Captain 
Wdls,  E^hty-ninth  Illinois,  Assistant  Commis- 
sary of  Musters,  who  accompanied  me  on  the 
field  throughout  the  entire  operations,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due  for  much  valuable  as- 
sistaoce,  promptly  and  intelligently  rendered. 
They  all  bore  tnemselves  with  signal  eallantry. 
C^tain  Bestow  was  slightly  wounded  b^  the 
fragment  of  a  shell  in  me  assault  on  Mission 
Ridge.  To  the  members  of  ray  staff  who  were 
not  immediately  on  the  field,  Captain  Bradley, 
Sixth  Ohio  battery.  Chief  of  Artulery ;  Captam 
Myers,  Assistant  Quarter-Master ;  Captain  Mul- 
len, Cdnunissary  of  Subsistence;  Lieutenant 
Haldeman,  Ordiiiance  Officer ;  and  Captain  Taft, 
Provost-Marshal,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  appropriate  duties.  Captain  bridges,  com- 
manding the  bat^ry  which  was  posted  on 
Orohard  Knob  during  the  n^ht  of  tne  twenty- 
third,  did  good  service.  Special  praise  and 
commendation  are  due  to  that  accomplished 
oflSoer  and  Christian  gentleman,  Surgeon  W. 
W.  Blair,  Medical  Director  of  the  division,  for 
the  excdlent  arrangements,  provided  in  ad- 
vance, for  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  for 
^  prompt  manner  in  which,  so  far  as  human 
power  could  do  it,  their  sufferings  were  allevi- 
ated. 

Though  it  may  be  unusual,  I  trust  it  wiU  not 
be  eoDsidwed  in  bad  taAe,  more  especially 
when  it  is  remembered  that  we  commenced  the 
career  of  arms  together  in  our  boyhood,  if  I  re- 
tom  my  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Com- 
maoder  of  l^e  corps  of  which  my  division  is  a 
part,  for  the  x»t>mpt  and  hearty  support  he  gave 


me  throughout  the  brilliant  operations  which 
terminated  in  raising  the  protracted  investment 
of  Chattanooga  and  the  rout  of  the  rebel  army. 

Immediatefy  after  the  termination  of  the  op- 
erations around  Chattanooga,  my  division,  with 
anoUier  of  the  corps,  was  ordered  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  the  earrison  of  Enoxville,  belea- 
guered by  the  rebels  under  General  Longstreet 
Thinly  cuui,  some  of  the  men  being  absolutely 
barefooted,  and  all  deficient  in  clothing,  ana 
after  having  been  more  than  two  montns  on 
short  rations,  the  march  was  cheerfully  com- 
menced and  rapidly  made  at  a  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year.  The  line  of  march  having 
been  changed  after  leaving  Chattanooga,  it  was 
impossible  to  draw  subsistence  from  the  Com- 
missariat Department,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  the  marcn  it  was  necessary  for  the  troops 
to  subsist  on  the  country.  This  their  indomita- 
ble energy  enabled  them  to  do.  And,  I  may 
add,  Ihey  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  the 
same  way.  more  or  less,  ever  since.  When  we 
marched  from  Chattanooga  it  was  understood 
that  the  object  of  the  movement  was  simply  to 
cause  the  siege  of  Enoxville  to  be  raised,  and 
that  as  soon  as  this  was  accomplished  we  were 
to  return.  On  our  arrival  at  Knoxville  it  was 
determined  to  hold  us  there,  while  the  garrison 
pursued  the  retreating  rebels. 

After  remaining  at  Knoxville  a  week,  a  report 
was  received  that  Longstreet  had  turned  on  his 
pursuers  and  was  driving  them  back.  To  sup- 
port them  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  this 
point,  and  here  we  have  remained  ever  since, 
suffering  all  the  privations  and  hardships  that 
insufficient  clothing,  insufficient  shelter,  and  in- 
sufficient food,  at  uie  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  can  produce.  When  we  marched  from 
Chattanooga  the  troops  were  allowed  but  one 
wagon  per  regiment  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  shelter,  and  cooking  utensils. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  J.  Wood, 
Brigadter-Geoeral  U.  S.  VoUmteers,  Oonmuuidiiig. 


Tcdndar  StaJtement  of  Gaswxttin  in  the  Third  Division,  Foutih  Army  Corps,  in  (he  operations 
beflore  GhaUanooqa,  on  23d,  24tA,  and  2bth  days  of  November,  1863. 
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country,  connected  with  the  two  great  staples, 
cotton  and  sugar,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
call  for  more  uian  the  ordinary  extemporaneous 
provisions  in  such  cases ;  but,  in  addition  to 
those,  it  embraced  one  of  the  largest  commercial 
cities  in  the  country— one,  too,  of  much  wealth 
and  great  business  activity,  and  known  for  many 
years  before  as  one  of  the  most  turbulent  and 
difficult  to  govern.  The  only  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Crovemment  there  was  the  military.  This 
in  its  nature  being  executive,  and  purely  so. 
neither  the  legislative  nor  the  judicial  wants 
were  supplied  oy  it  The  army  could  very  weU 
execute  decrees  and  orders,  but  it  could  not  well 
hear  and  decide  cases ;  and  to  provide  for  the 

fovemment  of  this  territonr  while  it  should  be 
eld  and  occupied  by  the  Federal  forces,  one  of 
the  first  things  was  to  establish  a  judiciary  by 
which  controversies  could  be  decided  and  jus- 
tice administered. 

Some  of  the  earlier  experiments  in  temporary 
expedients  for  this  purpose  were  not  as  success- 
ful as  could  be  desired.  A  large  part  of  the 
population  of  Louisiana  were  foreigners — persons 
bom  in  Europe  who  had  never  been  natuitdized 
in  the  United  States,  and  who  still  owed  alle- 
giance to,  and  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  governments  under  which  they  had  been 
bom.  This  class  in  particular,  by  the  aid  of  the 
consuls  and  agents  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, had  eiven  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  not  only 
at  New  Orleans  and  in  Louisiana,  to  (leneral 
Butler  and  the  authorities  there,  but  numbers  of 
claims  which  had  been  passed  upon  in  one  way 
and  another  in  Louisiana  went  on  appeal  to 
Washington,  and  were  there,  through  the  minis- 
ters and  agents  of  the  respective  governments, 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  authorities. 
These  cases,  as  they  had  not  been  passed  upon 
by  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  and  permanent 
powers,  had  to  be  re-examined  there.  In  this 
manner  a  great  amount  of  labor  was  thrown 
upon  the  President  and  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  sometimes  very  serious  anxieties  were  occa- 
sioned as  to  the  relations  of  the  government 
with  the  governments  of  these  comphdnants.  To 
supplv  the  wants  of  the  State  and  avoid  ^ese 
complications  with  foreign  powers,  this  court 
was  created  with  powers  plenary  in  all  cases. 
The  order  of  the  President  creating  it  was  in  the 
following  words : 

« UUOCUTIVK    OBDER,    fiSTABUSHING    A  FBOVISIQKAL 
OOURT  IN  LOUISIANA. 

''EootimlCAmair,       ) 
"  WABBnnmwf,  October  20, 1M2.  / 

"  The  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time 
prevailed  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
including  Louisiana,  having  temporarily  sub- 
verted and  swept  away  ihe  civil  institutions  of 
that  State,  including  the  judiciary  and  the  judi- 
cial authorities  of  the  Union,  so  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupa- 
tion ;  and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  that 
there  shall  be  some  judicial  tribunal  existing 
there  capable  of  administering  justice,  I  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  appoint,  and  I  do 


hereby  constitute  a  Provisional  Court,  which 
shall  be  a  Court  of  Record  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  I  do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Pe». 
bodv,  of  New  York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to 
hold  said  court,  witii  authority  to  hear^  trv,  and 
determine  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  mcluding 
causes  in  law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty, 
and  particularly  sul  such  powers  and  iurisdiciion 
as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circmt  courts  of 
the  United  States,  conforming  his  proceedmgs, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  the  course  of  proceedings 
and  practice  which  has  been  customary  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  Louisiana— his 
judgment  to  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  I  do 
herebv  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Judge 
to  mate  and  establish  such  rules  and  reguladons 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  his 
jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, Marshal  and  Clerk  of  the  said  court,  who 
shall  perform  the  functions  of  attorney,  marshal 
and  clerk,  according  to  such  proceedines  and 
practice  as  before^nentioned,  and  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  made  and  established  by 
said  Judge.  These  appointments  are  to  contjime 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  not  extend- 
ing beyond  the  military  occupation  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  or  the  restoration  of  the  civil 
authority  in  that  city  and  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. These  officers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  War  Department  com- 
pensation as  follows :  *  *  *  •  • 
ouch  compensations  to  be  certified  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  A  copy  of  this  order,  certified 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  delivered  to  spch 
Judge,  shaJl  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  sufficient 
commission.  Let  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
be  hereunto  affibLcd. 

"  Abraham  LxKOOur.* 
"By  the  President: 
«  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State." 

totober,  ISO.) 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  ihe  foregoing  is  a  tme 
copy,  duly  examined  and  oompftred  with  the 
original  of  the  executive  order  <«  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  constitating  a  Ftovisiooa] 
Court  foe  the  State  of  Louisiaaa. 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  War 
Department 

**BDWIKM.8fAIIT(HI, 

«*Oiicii»tMy«fw." 
** Attest:  JohnBotts, 

"Oitof  Clerk.'' 

This  order  provides  a  tribunal,  with  powew 
as  comprehensive  as  can  be  desired  for  any  afid 
all  purposes.  Without  limit  as  to  amounts  (X 
i^e  nature  of  the  controversies,  it  oonfera  on 
Judge  Peabody  the  power  to  hear  and  detennine 
all  causes  of  every  name  and  kind,  and  ordaiua 
that  his  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

The  language  of  the  order  is  very  dear:  "1 
do  hereby  ^point  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New 
York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  said 
court,  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  deterniine 
aU  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including  causes 


«'  Was  Dvi 
'*  WMmmnoM^  28d  October, 
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in  law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  par- 
ticularly all  sucb  powers  and  jurisdiction  as 
belcHie  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  his  judgments 
to  be  final  and  conclusive,'*  leaving  no  doubt  as 
to  either  the  comprehensiveness  of  its  Jurisdic- 
tion in  respect  to  the  subject-matters  embraced, 
or  die  extent  of  its  powers  as  to  the  condusive- 
nesB  of  its  judgments. 

Tbm  court  went  into  operation  in  January, 
1863.  Its  inauguration  was  announced  by  a 
proclamation  of  Qeneral  Shepley,  then  Military 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  the  following  terms : 

"A  PROGLAMATION. 

**8t*n  or  LomaAVA,  Exbcdttvb  DiPAimnDn-, ) 
<*  Nbw  OBLSAira,  December  39,  1802.     / 

**By  an  executive  order,  dated  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  a.  d.  1862,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, President  of  the  United  States,  has  consti- 
tuted an  *  United  States  Provisional  Court  for 
the  J^ate  of  Louisiana^  and  appointed  the  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Peabody  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge 
to  hold  said  court. 

"  By  the  terms  of  this  order  he  is  invested 
*with  autiiority  to  he^u-,  try,  and  determine  all 
causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including  causes  in 
law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  particu- 
larly to  exercise  all  such  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts, 
conforming  ms  proceedings,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  flie  course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which 
has  been  customary  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  Louisiana ;  his  judgments  to  be  final 
and  conclusive.' 

"The  said  Judge  is  further  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  and  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  Marshal,  and  Clerk  of  the 
said  court. 

"In  the  exercise  of  liie  authority  conferred  by 
Ms  order,  the  said  Judge  has  appointed  Geoi^e 
D.  Lament,  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Aueustus  Do 
B.  Hughes,  Clerk  of  said  court,  and  Isaac  Ed- 
wards Clark,  MarshaL 

**  Official  notice  is  hereby  g^ven  of  the  organ- 
ization of  said  court,  and  of  the  appointment  of 
the  said  Charles  A.  Peabody  as  Judge,  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  court  by  him  appointed. 

"All  judgments,  decisions,  and  decrees  of  said 
court,  and  all  acts  of  said  officers  by  them  done 
under  the  authority  of  said  order,  are  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  accordingly. 

"Gtorob  F.  Shbplby, 

**  HfllUry  Goremor  of  Loaisluuu*' 

Under  this  order  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
powers  conferred  were  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  that  not  according  to  any  law  desig- 
nated or  suggested.  The  civil  institutions  of 
the  country  lukving  been  swept  away,  the  law 
theretofore  in  force  there  had  yieldena  like  the 
rest,  and  was  no  longer  in  force  as  the  rule  of  con- 
duct of  men,  or  the  guide  in  the  administration 
of  justice.  Tlie  court  therefore  was  to  admin- 
ister justice,  not  by  any  particular  law,  but  in 


its  own  way,  and  to  adopt  its  own  rules  or  laws 
by  which  it  would  be  guided  in  the  administra- 
tion of  it ;  and  this  ver^  early  called  for  ^e 
adoption  and  promulgation  by  the  court  of  a 
system  of  rules  of  action. 

The  court  considered  it  the  purpose  and  duty 
of  the  government  to  govern  the  country  held 
by  its  armies  in  a  manner  consistent  with  its 
own  dignify  and  best  interests,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  thmgs  brought  about  by  the  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged ;  that  in  doing  this  it  would 
have  great  respect  for  the  interests  of  those  to 
be  governed;  that  in  selecting  the  system  of 
laws  by  which  transactions  between  individiuds 
should  be  governed  and  controversies  decided, 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  locality  would 
be  chiefly  consulted ;  the  government  itself  hav- 
ing but  little  interest,  except  to  deal  justiy,  pre- 
serve quiet,  cultivate  contentment,  and  eive  the 
Seople  the  system  most  beneficent  for  tnem  un- 
er  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  gov- 
ernment naturally  looked  to  the  system  it  found 
in  operation  there  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
the  country.  That  system  had  been  introduced 
there  by  the  wisdom  of  the  country,  as  best 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  cojnmunity,  its  habits 
and  pursuits ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  selection  had  been  wise,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance would  commend  it  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  government  That  system 
had,  moreover,  been  in  force  previously,  and  the 
transactions  and  contracts  wnich  would  be  the 
subjects  of  consideration  in  the  court,  had  most 
of  them  been  entered  into  while  it  had  been  so 
in  force,  and,  as  might  fairly  be  presumed,  with 
reference  to  it  as  the  system  by  which  they 
would  be  construed  and  carried  into  effect ;  and 
consequently  that  system  (other  things  being 
equal)  would  be  most  just  and  beneficial  in  ite 
operation  in  those  cases ;  and  not  less  so  than 
any  new  system  in  respect  to  other  cases  more 
recently  arisen,  or  those  thereafter  to  arise. 
The  court  therefore  declared  that,  as  far  as  the 
altered  condition  of  things  would  permit,  the 
system  of  laws  heretofore  in  Louisiana  would 
be  adopted  as  the  one  which  would  be  the  guide 
of  the  court  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  general  orders  of  the  General  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  course  were  binding  as 
laws,  and  were  to  be  respected  as  of  paramount 
authority  by  the  court 

Those  orders  made  numerous  modifications  of 
the  law  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  system,  and 
indicated  the  policy  of  the  government  in  tlie 
many  matters  to  which  they  related.  They  were 
tiie  express  or  written  law  of  the  land  for  the 
time,  and  corresponded  in  most  respects  with 
the  statutes  enacted  by  the  legislative  power  in 
a  country  imder  civil  administration  of  govern- 
ment 

All  the  power  of  the  eovemment  being  in  the 
military  arm,  it  followed  that  that  arm  had  the 
power  to  dictate  laws  according  to  which  jus- 
tice should  be  administered,  as  well  as  to  erect 
courts  to  administer  it  For  reasons  similar  to 
those  which  led  the  court  to  adopt  the  laws  of 
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Louisiana  in  matters  peconiaiy  and  ciyil  in  their 
nature,  the  criminal  laws  of  Louisiana  were 
adopted  as  the  rule  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice.  "  These  laws,"  said  the  court, 
in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury,  "framed  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  State,  with  an  enlightened  appre- 
ciation of  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  com- 
munity here,  will  be  found  best  adanted  to  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  wul  be  your 
guide  and  rule  in  your  deliberations  generally  in 
meperformance  of  your  duties  as  grand  jurors." 

The  laws  of  the  State,  however,  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  matters,  he  said  would  not  be 
adhered  to  inflexibly  in  the  new  condition  of 
things. 

There  were  changes  in  circumstances  whidi 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  administering 
criminal  justice.  These  changes  and  the  modifir 
cations  they  would  require  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  were  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the 
court  in  cases  as  they  should  arise,  and  not  gen- 
erally matters  that  could  be  provided  for  by 
rules  of  general  application.  It  was  natural  that 
certain  crimes  should  become  frequent  in  a  state 
of  society  broken  and  chaotic,  where  the  general 
feeling  of  obligatioH  and  restraint  among  men 
was  relaxed,  and  the  temptations  to  crime,  grow- 
ing out  of  increased  wants  and  temptations, 
greatly  increased,  and  the  punishments  must  be 
graduated  accordingly. 

In  most  cases  where  a  departure  from  former 
laws  would  become  expedient,  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  greater  mildness  in  punishment 
In  some  cases,  however,  a  deviation  in  the  op- 
posite direction  might  be  called  for  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  case.  A  similar  rule  was  adopted 
as  to  cases  which,  under  the  former  system  of 
things,  would  have  been  cognizable  by  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  In  those  cases  the  same  law  was 
applied  as  would  have  been  administered  in  the 
Federal  courts  in  the  respective  departments  of 
civil  and  criminal,  legal  and  equitable,  admiralty 
and  maritime,  jurisprudence. 

As  soon  as  tne  court  was  readv  for  business, 
a  large  amount  was  commenced  in  it  of  the 
various  kinds  to  which  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  the  country  give  rise  in  times  of  peace,  and 
many  questions  were  presented  which  arose 
out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times, 
the  previous  occupation  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  acts  govemmentiJ  and  personal  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  the  change  of  rule  by  the 
occupation  by  the  Federal  forces.  Most  of  the 
questions  presented  were  such  as  arise  naturally 
out  of  the  transactions  between  men  in  a  com- 
munity— such  as  this  was,  and  had  been ;  but 
many  of  them  were  eccentric  in  their  character, 
arising  out  of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  exist- 
ing at  the  time,  ana  that  which  had  previously 
existed  there  in  the  course  of  the  revolution, 
the  Confederate  rule,  and  the  transition  from 
Federal  to  Confederate,  and  from  Confederate 
back  to  Federal  government,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  martial  for  civil  law  and  government 
Many  of  these  were  exceedingly  novel  and 
peculiar. 


The  court  was  always  governed  by  the  mles 
and  principles  of  law,  adhering  to  all  the  fonns 
of  civil  tnbunals,  and  avoiding  eveiything  like 
a  military  administration  of  justice.  In  crmiiiial 
matters  it  summoned  a  Grand  Jury,  and  sub- 
mitted to  it  all  charges  for  examination.  After 
indictment  found,  the  cases  were  tried  before  a 
jury  with  aU  the  usual  forms  of  law,  and  all  the 
rules  theretofore  in  use  which  were  not  inc(m- 
sistent  with  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
Several  capital  cases  were  tried,  and  convicticaiB 
were  obtained.  Three  cases  were  tried  in  one 
week,  in  two  of  which  convictaons  of  murder 
were  had,  and  in  the  other  a  conviction  of  man- 
slaughter— such  a  coincidence  as  in  that  licen- 
tious country  had  probably  never  occurred  be- 
fore, and  was  not  likely  soon  to  occur  again. 

Crimes  against  the  person  there  had  seldom 
before  been  punished  at  aU,  and  hence  this  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  that  place  was  remark- 
able. 

The  first  court  estGd)li^ed  there  was  the  Pro- 
vost Court  of  the  army;  at  first  performing 
only  the  duties  of  a  military  courts  then  those 
of  a  general  criminal  court 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  and  in  the  absence 
of  other  courts,  the  Provost  Court,  from  time  to 
time,  sometimes  by  order  of  the  Commanding 
Genera],  entertained  and  tried  civil  suits,  and 
those  not  only  of  the  usual  character  arising 
out  of  transactions  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  but 
those  once  esteemed  of  ecclesiastical  cognir 
zance,  such  as  successions,  the  administration 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  custody 
of  infants  and  their  estates,  and  cases  of  divorce, 
not  only  **  a  mensa  et  thoro,"  but  also  "  a  vin- 
culo matrimonii." 

In  that  court  the  pleadings  had  always  been 
oral ;  no  notes  of  evidence  were  taken,  and  the 
decision  usually  foUowed  unmediately  on  the 
closing  of  the  evidence  or  arguments  of  coun- 
sel, in  oases  where  arguments  were  heard. 

That  court  had  beien  doing  business  some 
months  when  the  Provisional  Court  went  into 
operation,  and  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
actions  of  that  court  were  among  the  most 
novel  and  eccentric  that  came  before  the  Pro- 
visional Court  The  operations  of  tiiat  court 
had  been  most  beneficent,  and  it  was  safe  to 
assume  that  justice  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
public  would  be  advanced  by  sustaining  its  acts 
so  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  the 
Provisional  Court,  therefore,  always  inclined  to 
sustain  its  jurisdiction.  When,  for  instance,  a 
divorce  **  a  mensa  et  thoro"  had  been  adjud^ 
by  that  court,  on  the  application  of  the  wife, 
and  more  than  a  year  heul  elapsed  wi&out  a 
reconciliation  of  the  parties,  the  uw  of  LouisiaDa 
in  such  a  case  giving  the  plaintiff  alter  the 
expiration  of  a  year,  a  right  to  a  complete  di 
vorce  "  a  vinculo  matrimopii,"  and  halif  of  the 
property  acquired  during  coverture,  the  Pro- 
visional Court  was  applied  to,  to  make  the  final 
decree  and  distribute  the  property  between  the 
parties. 

The  Ftovisional  Court  sustained  the  jurisdio- 
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tioQ  of  the  Froyost  Court,  affinned  its  dedmon, 
and  ordered  judgment  of  divorce,  disaolying 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  and  dividing  the  prop- 
ertw  of  the  marriage,  and  awarding  &e  onstody 
and  sopport  of  the  children. 

De  Ban  vs.  De  Barr. 

A  Mr.  Emerson  during  the  role  of  the  Confed- 
erate an&orities,  held  a  mortgage  on  Ihe  prop- 
erty of  one  Guilloutet  He  proceeded  to  fore- 
dose  it,  and  had  obtained  an  order  for  the  sale 
of  the  property.  He  directed  the  Sheriff  to 
reoeive  in  payment  of  his  mortgage  only  gold 
and  silver.  Gnilloatet  wished  to  pay  it  in  Con- 
£Bdente  notes.  These  Emerson  refused  to  re- 
ceive. Shortly  afterwards  Emerson  was  arrested 
by  order  of  a  Confederate  Provost-Marshal  and 
earned  before  him  and  questioned  as  to  his  re- 
fusal to  receive  Confederate  notes  in  payment 
Heaaid  that  he  had  refused,  and  further  said 
tiiat  as  to  debts  like  the  morteage  arising  out 
of  contracts  made  prior  to  the  (x>mederate  rule, 
when  the  currency  was  specie  or  its  equivafent, 
and  on  which  he  had  paid  or  loaned  specie,  he 
ahonki  insist  on  payment  in  specie,  and  should 
dedine  to  receive  Confederate  notes.  The  Fro- 
Toat-Marshal  ordered  him  committed  to  l^e 
paridi  prison,  telling  him  that  he  would  dis- 
charge nim  whenever  he  would  consent  to  re- 
ceive Confederate  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums 
due  him.  Being  an  old  man  and  infirm,  he 
conld  not  renoain  there  without  great  danger  to 
his  life,  and  he  soon  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of 
his  wife  and  friends,  and  eave  a  written  promise 
to  the  Provost-Marshal  mat  he  would  receive 
tiK)6e  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums  due  him, 
and  was  discharged.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
mortgage  was  paid  off  by  GuiUoutet  in  Confed- 
erate notes,  and  was  cancelled  off  record. 

Soon  after  the  Provisional  Court  was  opened, 
Booerson  brought  a  suit  to  have  the  cancellation 
of  the  mortgage  rescinded  and  the  mortgage 
restored  to  its  condition  as  a  lien  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  ^offered  to  return  the  Confeaerate 
notes  to  Guilloutet  Since  the  cancellation  of 
the  mortgage,  Gilloutet  had  procured  from  an- 
other person,  named  Samony,  having  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  manner  in  which  the  cancellation 
of  £merson*fl  mortsa^e  had  been  effected,  an- 
other loan,  and  had  given  another  mortgage  on 
the  same  property.  The  holder  of  this  mort- 
ga^  was  also  made  defendant  in  Emerson's 
smt,  and  the  lien  of  his  mortgage  was  also 
sought  to  be  cut  off  or  postponed  to  that  of 
ftnenon. 

The  Court  ordered  the  cancellation  to  be  va- 
cated, and  Emerson's  mortgage  to  be  restored 
as  a  Uen  on  the  property,  but  declined  to  vacate 
or  pos^one  the  lien  of  the  subsequent  mort- 
|age,  and  excepted  that  from  the  operation  of 
anerson's  lien,  and  established  it  as  prior  to 
that  of  Emerson's  mortgage. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarlokble  that  while  things 
of  this  kind  were  of  freauent  occurrence  dur- 
mg  the  rule  of  tiie  Confederacy,  there  is  no  law 
of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  any  State  of 


the  Confederacy,  making  these  Confederate 
notes  legal  tender,  or  obliging  any  one  to  accept 
them  in  payment,  and  the  whole  matter  of  urg- 
ing this  currencv,  so  unjiversal  throughout  the 
Confederacy,  and  of  which  instances  wore  so 
frequent,  and  the  modes  often' so* fieUally  violent^ 
was  witliout  the  warrant  or  pretence  of  any 
warrant  of  law  whatever. 

The  Court  held  that  its  powers  to  hear  and 
determine  finally  all  cases,  embraced  not  only 
cases  originating  therein,  but  also  those  com- 
menced and  pending  in  other  courts  in  the 
State,  whose  functions  were  suspended  by  tlie 
Rebellion,  and  not  only  those  pending  in  courts 
of  original  jurisdiction,  when  they  had  been 
commenced  m  the  State  courts  and  the  Federal 
courts,  but  also  tJiose  pending  in  M>pellate 
courts  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States 
within  the  boundaries  of  that  State,  and  accord- 
ingly cases  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  appeUate  court  of  last  resort,  on 
appeal  from  the  courts  of  the  several  parishes, 
and  those  pending  in  the  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  on  app^  from  the  District  courts 
of  the  Eastern  and  Western  districts  of  Louis- 
iana, were  considered  as  coming  within  tJie 
powers  of  thie  court  to  hear  and  decide,  and 
some  of  them  were  transferred  to  it  by  order  ot 
this  court,and  were  then  heard  and  determined. 
Causes  pending  in  other  courts  were  transferred 
to  this  court  only  where  tJie  functions  of  the 
court  in  which  they  were  pending  were  in  sus- 
pense and  they  could  not  be  prosecuted  to  a 
conclusion  there.  Where  the  courts  in  whick 
they  were  pending  were  then  in  operation  and 
justice  could  be  had  there,  this  court  always 
declined  to  interfere.  Among  the  cases  in  which 
the  action  of  the  court  was  early  invoked,  were 
many  of  a  public  character  on  behalf  of  the 
government  by  its  ofiScers.  Of  these  some  of  the 
most  attractive  were  those  of  maritime  prize, 
and  those  arising  under  tJie  Confiscation  acts  of 
1862.  Numbers  of  these  were  presented  for 
consideration  at  an  early  day.  The  Court  im- 
mediately decided  that  it  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  prize,  holding  that,  although  such  ques- 
tions were  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of 
the  order  constituting  the  court,  still  that  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  court,  deriving  its  powers, 
not  from  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  but  from  the  Chief  Executive  officer  and 
military  head  of  that  government,  exercising 
powers  conferred  on  him  as  such  officer  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  constituted  for  and  holding 
its  sessions  in  territorv  held  in  military  occupa^ 
tion  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
over  which  his  powers  of  government  were  d^ 
rived  from  the  conquest  and  military  occupation 
of  it,  and  from  the  necessities  arising  from  that 
condition  of  things,  it  had  not  juriMiction  for 
such  purposes,  and  it  declined  to  entertain 
them. 

Suits  in  considerable  number  were  also  brought 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  1862  for  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  those  who  had  taken  active  part  in  tne  rebel- 
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lion.  In  answer  to  these  proceedings,  it  was 
insisted  tbat  the  court  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  this  class,  and  very  able  and  elaborate 
argxunents  were  heard^Mr.  deorge  S.  Lacey,  and 
Mr.  William  H.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  RoseHns,  aU  emi- 
nent members  'of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  ap- 
P earing  for  the  claimants,  and  Mr.  Lament,  the 
tosecuting  Attomej  of  the  courts  appearine 
for  the  government  This  argument  occupied 
several  days,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  court 
took  time  for  consideration.  While  the  question 
remained  undecided,  the  constitutional  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district  were  organ- 
iased  and  opened,  and  all  business  of  the  kind 
was  transferred,  with  the  approbation  of  both 
courts,  to  the  District  Court,  tnat  being  the  court 
in'wluch,  by  the  law  itself ,  questions  arising 
under  it  were  directed  to  be  tried. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  was  never  decided, 
and  was  in  effec^  by  subsemient  events,  with- 
drawn from  consideration.  It  was  understood, 
however,  that  Judge  Peabody  had  ereat  doubts 
of  his  jurisdiction,  and  that  his  doubts  arose 
from  an  inclination  to  think  that  the  question 
was  governed  by  the  same  rule  as  that  of  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  prize,  in  which  he  had  already 
decided  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction.  If.  how- 
ever, the  court  had  origmally  had  jurisdiction 
in  these  cases,  in  the  absence  of  me  Federal 
court,  on  which  the  jurisdiction  had  been  ex- 
pressly by  the  act  itself  conferred,  he  was  quite 
of  the  opinion  that  it  did  not  retain  it  after  the 
organization  and  re-establishment  of  that  court, 
but  was  thereby  divested  of  it 

In  cases  of  prize  the  court  declined  jurisdic- 
tion, and  in  cases  of  confiscation  it  doubted  its 
jurisdiction  and  never  exercised  it 

In  no  other  class  of  cases  was  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  ever  questioned  or  doubted.  So 
convincing  is  the  argument  of  necessity  to  per- 
sons present  and  witnessing  with  their  own 
senses  its  illustrations,  that  no  one  was  found  to 
doubt  that  tha  military  power  of  the  United 
States  holding  that  count^  in  military  occupa- 
tion, had,  ex  neoeatiiate  ret,  the  right  to  govern 
it 

AU  other  powers  being  suspended  by  the 
conquest,  it  followed  that  whatever  of  govern- 
ment it  should  have  must  come  from  that 
source.  That  it  should  have  eovemment  from 
some  source,  no  sane  man  could  doubt  That  it 
could  in  the  existing  condition  of  things  have  it 
from  any  other  was  pkdnly  impossible.  It  must, 
therefore,  have  it  from  that ;  and  to  have  refused 
it  would  have  been  not  merely  a  breach  of  duty, 
but  a  violation  of  one  of  the  first  principles  and 
plainest  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  judgments  and  mandates  of  this  court 
were,  of  course,  to  be  executed.  Thev  would  be 
executed  by  the  same  power  by  which  the  court 
was  constitated.  To  uiis  the  military  and  naval 
force  at  the  command  of  the  President  was 
pledged.  With  this  xmderstood,  nothing,  like 
resistance  or  a  hesitation  to  obey  was  everYora 
moment  experienced. 

When  the  commission  of  this  court  was  first 


presented  to  the  bar,  the  all>embracing  compre- 
nonsiveness  of  its  iurisdiction,  as  to  the  cases 
and  questions  which  it  was  autiiorized  to  enter- 
tain, and  ^e  omnipotence  of  its  judgments,  ter- 
minating without  appeal  the  rigntB  of  the 
parties  in  all  cases,  attracted  attention  and 
remark.  No  serious  objection  was  made  to  it, 
however,  and  soon  after  it  went  into  operation, 
the  readiness  with  which  it  was  filled  with  bus- 
iness of  i^e  first  magnitude,  a  great  part  of 
which  was  equally  cognizable  by  other  ooortB 
then  in  operation  in  the  parish  of  OrleaiiB, 
showed  that  litigants  and  the  bar  were  on  the 
whole  not  at  all  disposed  to  shun,  but  rath^ 
were  disposed  to  seek  this  court,  anomalous  a« 
it  was  in  its  jurisdictiou  and  powers. 


Doo.  4a 


THE  BATTLE  OF  FIVE  FOEKS,  VA 

•      MAJOIUIENEBAL  WABRQPS  AOCOUNT.* 

Introduction. 

The  confidence  shown  by  the  Conmiander4D' 
Chief  in  selecting  me  for  the  command  of  ^ 
Department  of  Mississippi,  then  the  theatre  of 
actual  warfare,  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  I  deemed  a  thorough  vindicatum  of 
my  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

I  felt,  though  denied  the  official  investigatioii 
which  I  had  applied  for,  that  I  could  leave  my 
justification  before  the  public  to  the  ultimate 
publication  of  the  official  reports.  I  trusted,  too, 
that  (General  Sheridan's  report  would  do  me  jus- 
tice, and  that  he  could  not  fedl  in  it  to  ackno^ 
edge  that  his  treatment  of  me  was  hasty  and 
based  on  erroneous  impressions.  The  publicar 
tion  of  this  report,  dated  May  16,  in  the  Offidal 
Gazette,  disappointed  this  hope,  for  therein,  as 
far  as  mention  is  made  of  me,  it  is  in  terms  of 
disparagement,  and  in  efforts  to  justify  his  incon- 
siderate action. 

After  this  publication  I  thought  the  invest^ 
tion  I  sought  could  iK>t  long  be  denied,  and  I 
have  remained  silent  till  now,  fully  believing  an 
impartial  investigation  would  relieve  me  of  the 
imputations  of  (3^eneral  Sheridan,  and  place  jnrt 
censure  on  those  by  whom  I  have  heea  wronged. 

To  bring  my  professional  grievances  bciore 
the  public  is  a  thing  from  which  I  have  dhnmk, 
and  I  do  not  do  so  now  from  any  love  of  con- 
troversy. If  circumstances  were  different  I 
should  be  glad  to  avoid  it ;  but  the  facts  b^ng 
Uttle  known  and  understood,  and  there  being 
many  misrepresentations,  I  am  under  this  neces- 
sity. I  have,  therefore,  prepared  the  foOowins 
narrative  of  facts  in  mucn  detail,  so  that  each 
one  can  examine  and  judge  for  himself^  as,  I 
presume,  all  fair-minded  men,  whose  time  will 
permit,  wiH  gladly  do. 

•  An  aoooant  of  the  opanitons  of  the  Fifth  Armr  Oarpi» 
coDimanded  hj  MiO^^r-Geoaral  O.  K.  Warren,  at  the  battle  <r 
fire  Forks,  April  1, 1806,  aad  tha  battles  and  moremeBtt  ff** 
Umtaary  to  It,  by  G.  K.  Warren,  late  ll^Jor^ieiMnl  Ym* 
teen. 
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In  the  reportf  of  G^^ne^al  Sheridan  there  are 
j      three  imputations  against  me — the  Jlrsi  of  which 
ig  vaguely  made,  in  Uie  following : 

**  Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to  the 
ezpeotations  of  the  LieutenantrGeneral,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
ihib  escape  of  the  enemv's  infantry  in  front  of 
Dinwidie  a  H." 

If  such  expectations  were  formed,  thev  were 
not  reasonable,  according  to  the  facto.  I  acted 
doriag  the  night  under  orders  from  General 
Meade,  which,  with  my  dispatches  to  him,  and 
other  hctBy  will  be  given.  It  will  appear  that 
the  enemy  held  all  the  roads  necessary  for  his 
escape ;  that  he  withdrew  from  General  Sheri- 
dan's front  to  Five  Forks  early  in  the  night,  and 
tibat  the  swollen  state  of  Gravelly  Run  and  a 
broken  bridge  prevented  my  troops  from  reach- 
ii^  General  Sheridan  till  daybreak.  It  also  will 
appear  that  the  tenor  of  my  orders  from  General 
Meade  were,  not  that  I  was  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  tne  enemy,  but  to  use  every  exertion  to  succor 
General  Sheridan,  who  could  '' not  maintain  hinv- 
Belfaf  Dimoiddie  (7.  H,  without  reinforcements,'' 
My  dispatches  show  that  it  was  my  own  sug- 
gestion to  attempt  to  intercept  the  enemy  if  he 
remained  in  Greneral  Sheridan's  front,  and  not 
M  back,  as  I  was  at  first  ordered. 

The  Beoand  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
k>wing: 

**  General  Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get 
op  his  corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done, 
and  bis  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  snn  to  go  down  bef(M-e  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed." 

The  iacts  of  the  movements  of  the  troops  in 
oooing  np  to  this  point  are  aU  given  in  the 
itikiements  of  Brevet  Brigadier-^neral  Bank- 
bead,  who  carried  my  order  to  the  troops  to 
move  up  while  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the 
ground  on  whu^  tliey  were  to  form ;  and  in  the 
letters  of  Generals  Crawford,  Griffin,  and  Ayres, 
who  commanded  my  three  divisions.  I  present 
tiieii  here  in  tiieir  proper  place  in  tlie  narrative, 
and  they  are  conchuive  tost  I  and  my  troops 
exerted  ourselves  to  form  for  ihe  attack  as 
npjdly  as  possible. 

While  tiie  troops  were  formuig  I  told  General  | 
Sheridan  it  would  oocupy  till  four  p.  m.,  at  which 
time  they  were  formed,  and  at  which  time  the 
sun  was  two  and  a  half  hown  high.  Certainly 
I  could  not  have  expected  the  sun  to  g^  down 
before  the  **  dii^NMitions  for  the  attache  could  be 
conipleted,"  nor  have  given  him  reason  to  think 
I  wished  it.    I  had  at  die  time  confidence  in  the 


success  of  our  proposed  attack,  and  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  General  Sheridan,  under  whom 
I  was  glad  to  serve.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  misapprehension  he  labored  un- 
der in  imputing  such  baseness  to  me,  and  I  trust 
my  conduct  lluronghout  the  war  has  shown  to 
those  by  whom  I  am  best  known  that  I  am  in- 
capable of  it 

t  Estnets  fhim  this  report,  ffiTtag  aU  that  reUlae  to  me. 
ve  piftoed  in  the  appendix  to  thb  namtiTe. 


The  third  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  During  l^iis  engagement  portions  of  his  line 
gave  way  when  not  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and 
simply  from  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  troops,  which  General  Warren  did  not  exert 
himself  to  inspire." 

I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  to  oon- 
trol  the  movements  of  an  entire  aw7>s  d'carmie, 
fightine  and  changing  front  as  it  advanced 
through  the  forests.  It  is  clearly  a  case  for  the 
exercise  of  a  corps  commander's  judgment,  how 
far  he  shall  at  any  time  give  his  personal  efforts 
to  the  general  control  of  his  o<»ps,  or  assist  his 
subordinate  commanders  in  tliefr  commands, 
and  whether  he  shall  use  his  sta£f  and  himself 
to  ralhr  troops  who  break  under  a  not  very^e- 
vere  fire,  from  want  of  confidence,  or  to  so  direct 
other  portions  of  his  command  as  to  thereby 
remedy  the  evil  which  this  giving  way  pro- 
duced. Whatever  is  vital  to  £e  success  of  the 
whole  is  the  thing  deserving  the  corps  comman- 
der's attention,  and  to  that,  throughout,  I  rave 
mine.  On  account  of  the  forest.  General  Sheri- 
dan saw  but  one  flank  of  the  operations  of  my 
command,  and  was  no  further  coenizant  of  my 
exertions.  He  saw  nothing  of  &e  fighting  of 
Greneral  Crawford's  division,  which  suffered  more 
from  the  enemy's  fire  than  any  other.  There  was 
no  part  of  my  command  that  did  not  witness  my 
exertions  at  one  time  or  another,  and  my  horse 
was  fatally  shot  close  to  the  enemy's  breast- 
works. To  those  who  served  under  me  I  refer 
for  proof  of  my  exertions,  and,  as  they  repre- 
sent every  section  of  our  country,  any  one  who 
wishes  can  verify  my  assertion  by  those  around 
him. 

If  General  Sheridan  had  stated  which  of  my 
troops  misbehaved  for  want  of  my  presence,  I 
could  bring  the  evidence  of  their  commander  to 
bear  in  my  defence.  But  how  this  exertion 
could  have  been  specially  required  of  me  I  am 
at  loss  to  understand  ;  for  he  says  ^himself,  '*  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  troops  in  this 
battle  and  the  gallantry  of  their  commanders." 

The  duty  of  every  soldier  to  obey  has  its  cor- 
relative which  entitles  him  to  tiie  protection  of 
those  under  whom  he  serves,  and  this  I  have 
been  denied. 
General  Sheridan  says : 
*'  I  therefore  relieved  hpi  from  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  authority  for  this  action 
having  been  sent  to  me  before  tlie  battle,  unso- 
Ucited." 

From  the  time  that  authority  reached  him  he, 
apparently,  sought  occasion  to  use  it  I  say  this 
with  r^ret ;  but  the  tone  of  the  report  toward 
me,  and  his  hasty  action,  indicate  that  it  was  so. 
If  a  victory  won  by  my  command,  under  my  di- 
rection, could  not  gain  me  credit,  where  the 
plans  made  were,  as  he  Ba3rs,  ^  miooessftiUy  exe- 
cuted" and  where  my  eflbrts  and  directions  were 
known  to  ahnost  every  one,  then  nothing  could. 
General  Grant,  while  givhig  the  a^ve  au- 
thority to  General  Sheridan,  hM  never  signified 
to  me,  in  the  remotest  manner,  any  dissatisfiEic- 
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tion  witii  me.  I  had  had  no  direct  ofiSdal  rela- 
tions with  him.  My  instmctions  all  came  through 
General  Meade,  and  to  him  all  my  reports  were 
made.  If  General  Grant  had  ever  expressed 
himself  displeased  with  me  to  General  Aleade, 
the  latter  had  ke^t  it  from  me ;  and  he  ever 
showed,  by  intmstmg  to  me  the  advance  of  the 
army  on  manv  vital  occasions^  and  often  by  send- 
ing me  on  detached  expeditions,  the  highest 
confidence  in  me,  and  tiiis  is  well  known. 

I  shsdl  furtiier  reply  to  the  inyputations  of 
General  Sheridan  while  giving  the  narration  of 
the  events  to  which  they  relate,  which  narration, 
I  hope,  will  possess  an  interest  of  its  own,  inde- 
pendent of  its  defence  of  me. 

Narraiive, 

In  order  to  introduce  ih^  batUe  of  Five  Forks 
intelligently,  I  will  first  describe  the  previous 
operations  of  March  twenty-nintii,  thirtieth,  and 
thirty-first,  and  shall  do  so  but  bneflv,  in  order 
to  confine  attention  piurticularlv  to  tne  first  of 
April  and  the  orders  of  the  nignt  before. 

My  command,  on  March  twenty-ninth,  con- 
sisted of  General  jOrawford's  division,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  strong;  General 
Gkiffin's  division,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  strong;  and  General  Ayres'  division, 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  strong. 
I  took  with  me,  as  directed,  only  five  four-eiin 
batteries,  under.  General  Wainwright  I  haa  no 
cavalry,  except  an  escort  of  forty  men,  under 
Oaptain  HorreUL 

All  the  cavalry  of  the  army,  except  headauar- 
ter  escorts,  was  with  General  Sheridan,  whose 
operations  were  to  be  so  distinct  from  mine  that 
I  was  ordered  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
protection  he  could  g^ve  my  flanks.  My  position 
throughout  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery,  army  of  (General  Meade. 

To  fiGunlitate  the  understanding  of  the  subject,  I 
have  added  to  my  narrative  a  reliable  map,  on  a 
scale  of  one  mile  to  an  inch.  The  re^on  repre- 
sented is  of  the  character  common  in  Virginia, 
level,  much  covered  with  thick  and  tangled 
wooda,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  small, 
swampy  streams.  The  soil  was  clayey  or  sandy, 
which,  when  commingled  in  wet  places,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  ^  quick-sand,**  and  where,  up- 
heaved by  the  winter  frosts  that  now  had  toft 
it,  presented  little  lees  support  to  wheels  or 
hoo&  than  would  a  bahk  of  snow.  ^ 

I  enumerate  here  the  officers  of  my  staff,  not 
merely  because  it  is  due  to  them  whenever  the 
operations  of  the  Fifth  anny  coips  are  con- 
sidered, but  also  to  point  out  those  to  whom 
any  one  can  specially  refer  for  the  correctness 
of  what  I  write.  This  staff  has  probably  had  as 
mnch  experience  in  the  actual  warfiure  as  any 
other  that  oould  be  named.  It  consisted  of 
Colonel  H.  0.  Bulkhead,  Inspectbr-Greneral,  and 
Major  Wm.  T.  Gentry,  Oommissary  of  Musters, 
boui  graduates  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy;  of  Colonel  F.  T.  Locke,  Acyutant^ 
General,  which  position  he  had  held  from  the 
organisation  d  the  oorps,  in  May,  1862;  of 


Colonel  A.  L.  Thomas,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  of 
Colonel  D.  L.  &nith,  Chief  Commissary  of  Sab- 
sistence ;  of  Colonel  T.  R.  fencer,  Medical  Di- 
rector ;  of  Dr.  Chas.  K.  Winne,  Medical  Inspect- 
or ;  of  0^>tain  Malvem,  Chief  Ambulaiioe  Offi- 
cer ;  and  of  Captsin  G.  B.  Halstead,  AssistBut 
Adjutant-General  To  these,  for  the  tiiae,  was 
added  Captain  Wm.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  of  the  Regu- 
lar Engineers,  detached  from  General  Meade's 
staff  to  accompany  me,  and  who  gave  me  most 
important  assistance,  as  also  did  Major  Vtn 
Bokkelen,  of  the  Volunteer  Engineer  Brigade, 
who  joined  us  with  a  light  canvas  pontoon 
train.  My  personal  aides-de^samp  were  M^or 
K  B.  Cope,  a  most  valuable  topographical  officer; 
Captain  James  S.  Wadsworth,  son  of  the  lament- 
ed General  James  8.  Wadsworth ;  and  O^itam 
Gordon  Winslow,  son  of  the  like  lamented  Ber. 
Gordon  Winslow. 

BJlRLB  OF  tSOAEBB  BOAD. 

We  left  our  camp,  in  rear  of  the  lines  at  Peters- 
burg, at  three  a.  m.,  on  March  twenty-ninfli. 
We  moved  south,  across  Rowanty  Creek,  below 
the  junction  of  Gravelly  and  etcher's  Runs, 
took  the  road  thence  to  Dinwiddie  Court  Honse, 
as  far  as  the  Quaker  Road,  then  turned  up  this 
latter,  and  crossed  Gravelly  Run. 

A  sharp  engagement  took  place  between  a 
division  of  the  enemy  and  my  advance,  consist- 
ing of  General  Griffin's  division,  at  the  OW  8bw- 
MiU  site,  in  which  General  Griffin  drove  the 
enemy  biiok  to  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  Boad 
and  Bqydton  Plank-road,  inflicting  upon  diem  a 
severe  loss,  and  losing  himself  tiiree  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

It  conomenced  raining  in  the  nighty  and  con- 
tinued to  rain  heavily  adl  day  on  the  thirtieth. 
Daring  this  day,  General  Ckiffin^s  line  was  ad- 
vanced, with  heavy  i^irmiahing  up  the  Boydtoa 
Plank-road,  so  as  to  confine  the  enemy,  near  Bar- 
gees' Mill,  to  his  breastworks  akn^  the  White 
Oak  Road.  A  reconnoissance  by  G^eral  Ayies' 
division  was  also  made,  as  far  west  as  where  the 
enemy's  Mne  along  the  White  Oak  Road  tonied 
northward  to  Hatofaer's  Ron,  and  our  picket 
line  was  established  near  tibe  White  Oak  Boad. 
Findini^,  on  personal  examination,  that,  though 
we  oeiud  see  the  road,  our  pickets  did  not  oc- 
cupy it,  I  directed  this  oooiq>ation  to  be  Dsde 
that  evening. 

BATTLB  OF  WHIXB  OAK  RIDOS. 

Toward  dayUght  on  March  31,  General  Griffin's 
divimon  was  relieyed  by  a  portion  of  the  Second 
army  corps.  At  7.86  a.  m.,  in  answer  to  a  dis- 
patch of  General  Webb,  reqneeting  to  be 
infonned  of  the  location  of  my  troops,  I  sent 
the  following : 

''General  Griffin'e  troops  will  be  massed  near 
Mrs.  Butier's ;  General  Ayres'  near  S.  Dabney's ; 
General  Crawford's  abont  half-way  between. 
They  are  along  a  woodnroad  running  from  netr 
Mrs.  Butier's  to  W.  Dabney's,  on  the  White  Oak 
Road.  It  is  not  practicable  now  for  wheels,  and 
there  is  a  very  difficult  branch  of  Gfavelly  Bon 
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that  runs  south  from  the  White  Oak  Ridge, 
joining  the  stream  at  the  crossing  of  the  Plan^- 
road,  whidi  wHl  take  a  long  time  to  make  prac- 
ticable for  wagons.  I  have  all  the  pioneers  I 
can  spare  at  work  on  it  I  will  send  you  a 
sketch." 

It  must  be  noticed  here  that,  at  this  time,  we 
were  quite  ignorant  of  the  country  I  was  operat- 
ing in,  and  the  following  corrections  are  now 
necessary  in  the  above  dispatch.  The  place 
"S.  DabneyV  did  not  exist,  tiiough  on  our 
printed  mi^ps.  The  place  tetken  for  8.i>abney'6  is 
marked  on  the  map  *'  unknown."  The  road,  in- 
stead of  joining  the  White  Oak  Road  at  W. 
]>Ekbnev's,  does  so  near  "Butier's."  General 
Griffin  s  division  was  just  north  of  ^s.  Butler's, 
but  this  name  was  given  to  indicate  the  approx- 
imate location  on  the  map. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  troops  extended 
but  litUe  beyond  a  mile.  Genenu  Crawford's 
division  was  in  iuxtapositiou  with  General 
Ayres',  and  massea  ready  to  fight  in  any  direc- 
tion. General  Ayres  was  cautioned  to  be  pre- 
pared to. meet  ue  enemy's  attack  both  from 
the  north  and  west,  and  reconnoissanoes  were 
being  made  to  gain  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

At  8.40  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  dispatch 
from  General  Webb : 

"There  is  firing  along  General  Humphreys' 
front  The  Major-Greneral  commanding  desires 
YOU  to  be  ready  to  send  your  reserve,  if  it  should 
be  called  for,  to  support  General  Humphreys. 
There  wiil  be  no  movement  of  troops  to-day  ^ 

To  this  I  at  once  sent  the  following  reply : 

**  Your  dispatch  of  8.25  a.  m.  is  just  received. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  musketry  m*ing  going  on 
in  our  lines,  by  the  men  firing  ofif  their  guns  to 
put  in  fresh  loads.  Unless  I  break  loose  entirely 
from  General  Humphreys,  I  think  the  force  he 
sent  to  relieve  Genend  Griffin  is  much  more 
than,  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  needed 
there.  My  troops  are,  however,  at  all  times  as 
ready  to  move  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  them  for 
a  long  time.  If  the  enemy  break  General  Hum- 
phrey's line  at  any  time,  or  threaten  to  do  so,  I 
shall  not  wait  for  orders  to  assist  him,  if  I  can." 

At*  8.50  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Humphreys : 

"  Please  let  me  know  where  your  right  will 
rest,  that  I  may  connect  with  you?  General 
Miles  has  relieved  General  Griffin,  and  I  find  a 
vacant  space  on  his  left** 

To  thiis  I  at  once  replied  as  follows : 

"  I  send  you  a  sketdi  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Plank-road,  and  a  copy  of  my  communication 
to  General  Webb,  as  to  my  position.  I  cannot 
take  up  any  regular  line  of  beittie  on  account  of 
the  woods  and  swamps,  but  have  assembled 
each  division  at  a  point,  so  they  can  fisht  in  any 
direction.  I  had  a  brigade  of  General  Griffin  s 
and  a  battery  stationed  at  Stroud's,  tor  support 
I  don't  think  your  left  could  be  turned  (even  if 
I  moved  away),  without  having  fuU  information. 
But  as  my  troops  now  are,  I  could  move  Griffin 
right  up  on  your  flank  along  with  my  artilleiy.  I 


shall  work  hard  all  day  to  get  the  road  through 
the  woods  in  order." 

At  8.55  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

''  Owin^  to  the  weather,  no  change  will  to^y 
be  made  m  the  present  position  of  the  troops. 
Three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  and  fora^ 
will  be  brought  up  and  issued  to  the  troops, 
and  the  artillery  and  wagons  authorized  to  a4> 
company  them.  The  empty  supply  wagons  will 
be  sent  to  the  rear,  to  be  refilled  at  the  railroad  < 
terminus.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  Corps  Com- 
manders will  use  every  exertion  to  make  prac- 
ticable the  roads  to  the  rear  and  communications 
with  their  several  commands." 

At  9.40  A.  M.,  I  sent  the  following  dispatch  to 
Genera]  Webb: 

"  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  Genenl 
Ayres  that  the  enemy  have  their  pickets  still 
this  side  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  so  that  their 
communication  is  continuous  along  it  I  have 
sent  out  word  to  him  to  try  and  drive  them  ofi^ 
or  develop  with  wfiat  force  the  road  is  heW  by 
them."  This  operation  I  deem  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  our  own  position,  and  I 
directed  General  Ayres  to  use  a  brigade,  if  necefr 
sary,  the  distance  being  but  a  few  hundred 
yards.  In  answer  to  it  I  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written  10^0  a.  M. : 
".I  our  dispatch,  giving  General  Ayres'  position, 
is  received :  "  General  Meade  directs  that  should 
you  determine,  by  your  reconnoissance,  that  you 
can  get  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  you 
are  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  the  orders  to  sus- 
pend operations."* 

General  Winthrop,  with  his  brigade  of  General 
Ayres'  division,  advanced  accordingly  about 
10)^  A.  M.,  and  was  repulsed,  and  simultane- 
ously an  attack,  which  had  been  preparing 
against  General  Ayres,  was  made  by  the  enemy 
in  heav  V  force,  both  from  the  north  and  west,  and 
Greneral  Ayres'  division  was  forced  back.  General 
Ayres  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  stay  the 
enemy.  I  hastened  toward  the  point  of  atta<^; 
but  on  arriving  near  General  Crawford's  division, 
it  was  also  falling  back,  and  all  our  efiforts  to 
hold  the  men  in  the  woods  were  unavailing. 
Greneral  Griffin's  line  was  then  formed  along  Uie 
east  bank  of  the  branch  of  GraveUy  Run,  with 
Mink's  battery  on  his  right,  and  after  some 

•  Comparison  of  the  preceding  dispatches  with  ttMfeUov- 
ing  extract  relating  to  the  same  snbject,  taken  from  Uc|^^ 
ant^cneral  Grant's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  ^^ 
Joly  22, 1865,  publfisbed  with  the  annua]  documents  *oi»« 
that  Lieutenant-General  Grant  most  have  been  misinfommta 
relation  to  the  reports  made  by  me,  and  the  orders  I  reoeired. 

[EmuoT.] 

*  *0n  the  mominff  of  the  81st,  General  Wurea  refMHted  fttfor- 
ably  to  getting  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  aod  w» 
directed  to  do  so.  1\>  accomplish  this,  be  moved  with  out 
division  instead  of  his  wlM>le  oorpe.'' 

It  is  seen  that  the  operations  proposed  by  me  and  ot^^^'jft 
were  as  General  Meade  describes,  oftho  nature  of  a  "  rwooowa- 
sance"  only,  the  result  of  which  was  to  determine  what  Aoalo 
be  done.  Special  arrangement  would  have  to  be  made  with 
General  Humphreys,  if  Griffin's  division  had  to  be  moved  opw 
the  point  where  Generals  Ayres  and  CrawfMU  were.  !"• 
action  of  the  enemy,  however,  interfered  with  the  pii»»i" 
they  often  did,  and  produced  toe  resulting  operations. 
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severe  fightinff  the  enemy  was  stopped.  Gtoerals 
Crawford  ana  Ajres  re-formed  their  troops 
behind  this  line.  Information  of  these  events 
was  sent  to  General  Humphreys  early  in  tiieir 
occurrence,  and  he  sent  Greneral  Miles' division  to- 
close  the  space  between  his  left  and  Greneral  Grif- 
fin's right  One  brigade  of  this,  also,  advanced 
to  tlie  attack  of  the  enemy,  but  was  at  first 
driven  back. 

At  1  p.  M.,  I  made  tiie  following  report  to  Gen- 
eral Webb : 

"  General  Ayres  made  an  advance  witii  a  small 
force  at  10  a.  m.,  which  the  enemy  drove  back 
and  followed  up  in  heavy  force,  compelling  both 
Avres  and  Crawford  to  fall  back  on  Uriffin,  and, 
of  course,  in  much  confusion.  Griffin's  troops 
held  the  enemy  at  the  Run  west  of  the  Plank- 
road.  General  Miles'  division"  (a  brigade  of  itj 
**  afterward  attacked  the  enemy  and  were  forcea 
back  on  my  right  My  Finnish  line  in  front  of 
Griffin  (most  of  it)  has  advanced  on  my  left 

**!  am  going  to  send  forward  a  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  all  I  can  get  of  Crawford's  and  Ayres' 
divisions,  and  attack,  swinging  on  our  right 
Arrangements  are  being  nmde  for  this,  ana  it 
win  ^e  place  about  1.45  p.  m.,  if  the  enemy 
does  not  attack  sooner." 

Owing  to  some  difficulties  in  crossing  the 
Run,  ^is  advance  which  was  thus  made  with 
the  whole  available  corps,  took  place  a  little  after 
the  time  specified  above.  General  Humphrey's 
divisioD,  under  General  Miles,  also  adVanced 
apinst  the  enemy  about  the  same  period  on  oiu: 
nght,  but  the  movement  was  not  made  in  close 
connection  with  mine.  It  is  my  intention  to 
enter  more  into  details  when  I  receive  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  my  division  commanders. 

At  3.40  p.  M.,  I  wrote,  from  the  White  Oak 
Road,  the  foOowing  dispatch  to  Greneral  Webb : 

"  We  have  driven  the  enemy,  I  think,  into  his 
breastworks.  The  prisoners  report  Greneral  Lee 
here  to-day,  and  also  that  their  breastworks  are 
filled  with  troops.  We  have  prisoners  from  a 
portion  of  Picketf  s  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

"General  Chamberlain's  brigade  acted  with 
much  gallantry  in  their  advance,  capturing  nearly 
Ae  entire  Fifty-siith  Virginia  regunent,  with  its 


^e  met  with  but  little  opposition  in  this  ad- 
vance, so  that  only  this  one  brigade  was  eam- 
estiy  engaged. 

The  loss  to  the  corps,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
from  Hie  morning  of  March  29th  to  the  close  of 
the  battle  of  White  Oak  Bidge,  was  eighteen 
hundred,  and  included  several  distinguished 
soldiers. 

OFBBAnOKS  TO  8U000R  OBNIBAL  8HEBIDAK. 

Thus  far  my  operations  were  independent  of 
those  of  Greneral  Sheridan,  but  at  this  point  they 
came  into  direct  relation  to  him,  and  the  narra- 
tive will  be  given  in  more  detail  Jt  mttM  be 
bomeinmind,  however,  thai  lacted  under  Chneral 
Meade*8  orders  HU  daybreak  of  the  morning  of 
Aprill. 

About  5  P.M.,  March  31,  while  on  the  White 


Oak  Road,  I  received  the  following  from  General 
Webb,  chief  of  stafiT: 

"  Secure  your  position,  and  protect,  as  well  as 
possible,  your  left  flank.  'Word  has  been  sent 
to  Sheridan,  and  it  is  believed  that  Sheridan  is 
pushing  up.  General  Huiqphreys  will  be  ordered 
to  push  up  and  to  connect  wit£  your  right  You 
might,  if  you  think  it  worth  while,  push  a  small 
force  down  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  try  to  com- 
municate with  Sheridan,  but  they  must  take  care 
not  to  fire  into  his  advance." 

The  rattle  of  musketry  could  now  be  heard 
south-west  from  us,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be 
receding,  and  which  led  us  to  think  the  enemy 
was  driving  our  cavahry.  I  then  ordered  GeneraJ 
Griffin  to  send  General  Bartlett,  with  his  brigade, 
directly  across  the  country,  so  as  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  the  flank,  and  I  sent  Major  Cope,  of  my 
staff,  with  him.  At  5.15  p.  m.  I  receivea  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  which  directed  what 
before  had  only  been  suggested : 

"  The  Major-Gkneral  commanding  directs  that 
you  push  a  brigade  down  the  White  Oak  Boad 
to  open  it  for  General  Sheridan,  and  support  the 
same  if  necessary.  The  firing  is  so  near  that 
the  Greneral  presumes  that  the  command  will  not 
have  far  to  ^o.  The  distance  you  will  push  out 
must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  move* 
ment  and  the  support  you  can  give  tiiem." 

Thus,  at  the  time  when  to  General  Meade  it 
seemed  *'>the  firing  is  so  near,"  it  plainly  soimded 
to  us  more  and  more  distant,  indicating  that  our 
cavalry  was  falling  back,  of  which  I  soon  had 
confirmation. 

At  5.50  p.  M .,  I  sent  the  following  to  General 
Webb: 

"  I  have  lust  seen  an  officer  and  a  sergeant 
from  Greneral  Sheridan's  command,  who  were  cut 
off  in  an  attack  by  the  enemy  and  escaped.  From 
what  they  say,  our  cavalry  was  attacked  about 
noon  by  cavaJiy  an'd  infantry,  and  rapidly  driven 
back,  two  divisions — Crook's  and  Deven's — 
being  engaged.  The  firing  seemed  to  recede 
from  me  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  I  have  sent 
General  Bartiett  and  my  escort  in  that  direction, 
but  I  think  they  cannot  be  in  time.  I  hear  can- 
nonading that  I  think  is  from  near  Dinwiddie 
C.  H. 

About  6.30  p.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

"  A  staff  officer  of  General  Merritt's  has  made  a 
report  that  the  enemy  has  penetrated  between 
Sheridan's  main  command  and  your  position — 
this  is  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division.  Let  the 
force  ordered  to  move  out  the  White  Oak  Road 
move  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road  as  promptiy 
as  possible." 

llie  force  1  sent  under  General  Bartlett  had 
now  been  gone  an  hour,  and  to  recall  it  would 
have  required  two  hours  at  least  for  it  to  reach 
the  Boydton  Plank-road,  and  make  it  too  late 
for  use  before  dark.  My  artillery  had  all  been 
left  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road  on  account 
of  the  mud,  which  had  compelled  me  to 
dp  so,  and  Greneral  Griffin  had  left  General 
Pearson  there,  with  three  regiments  of  infantry 
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of  General  Bartletf  s  brigade  to  support  it  I, 
therefore,  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Gen- 
eral Webb,  at  6.30  p.  m.,  which  explained  what 
I  did: 

*'  I  have  ordered  (General  Pearson,  with  three 

regiments  that  are  now  on  the  Flank<^oad,  right 

down  toward  Dinwi'ddie  C.  H.    I  will  let  Bart- 

•  lett  work  and  report  result,  as  it  is  too  late  to 

stop  him." 

It  was  then  nearly  dark. 

Having  previously  reconnoitred  Ihe  enemy's 
breastworks  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  I  added 
the  following,  concerning  them,  to  my  dispatch 
of  6.30  p.m.: 

"We  can  see  the  enemVs  breastworks  for 
two  miles  east  along  the  White  Oak  Road.  If 
they  are  well  manned  they  cannot  be  carried.  I 
am  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  they 
turn  off  northward  from  the  White  Oak  Road. 

I  then  gave  directions  to  secure  the  position 
we  had  gained  by  intrenching,  and  nroceeded, 
with  my  staff,  back  about  two  mues  to  tiie 
Boydton  Flank-road,  at  which  place  I  could 
communicate  by  telegraph  with  Ueneral  Meade 
during  the  night  General  Meade's  headquar- 
ters were  distant  four  and  a  half  miles,  being 
near  where  the  Vaughan  Road  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run.  General  Chrant's  were  near  Dabney's  Mill, 
about  four  miles  from  me.  General  Sheridan's 
at  Dinwiddie  G.  H.,  distant  five  and  a  half  miles, 
and  separated  from  me  by  a  stream  not  forda- 
ble  for  infantry  where  it  crossed  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  down. 
General  Grant  and  GreneraJ  Meade  were  about 
ten  miles  from  General  Sheridan. 

At  eight  p.  M.,  I  received  the  following  dis- 
patch from  General  Meade,  written  7.30  p.  m.  : 

"Dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  says  he 
was  forced  back  to  Dinwiddie  G.  H.  by  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry  supported  by  infantry.  This 
leaves  your  rear  and  that  of  the  Second  corps  on 
Boydton  Plank-road  open,  and  will  require  great 
vigilance  on  your  part  If  you  have  sent  the 
brigade  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road,  it  should 
not  go  farther  than  Gravelly  Run,  as  I  don't 
think  it  will  render  any  service  but  to  protect 
your  rear." 

General  Pearson  had  been  compelled  to  stop 
at  Gravelly  Run  on  account  of  the  swollen 
stream  and  broken  bridge. 

At  8.20  p.  M.,  I  wrote  to  General  Webb : 

"  I  sent  General  Bartlett  out  on  the  road  run- 
ning from  the  White  Oak  Road  and  left  him 
there.  He  is  nearly  down  to  the  crossing  of 
Gravelly  Run.  This  will  prevent  the  enemy 
communicating  by  that  road  to  night  I  have 
about  two  reeiments  and  tiie  artiSery  to  hold 
the  Plank-road  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  It 
seems  to  me  the  enemy  cannot  remain  between 
me  and  Dinwiddie  G.  U.  if  Sheridan  keeps  fight- 
ing them,  and  I  believe  they  will  have  to  faU 
back  to  the  Five  Forks.  If  I  have  to  move  to- 
night I  shall  leave  a  good  many  men  who  have 
lost  their  way.  Does  General  Sheridan  still  hold 
Dinwiddie  CH.?" 

At  8.40  p.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the 


following,  marked  confidential,  frcHn  Genenl 
Webb: 

"  The  probability  is  that  we  will  have  to  con- 
tract our  lines  tonight  You  will  be  required 
to  hold,  if  possible,  the  Boydton  Plank-road  aod 
to  Gravelly  Run — ^Humphreys  and  Ord  aloDg  the 
Run.    Be  prepared  to  do  this  at  short  notice." 

I  regretted  exceedingly  to  see  this  step  fore- 
shadowed, for  I  feared  it  wouid  have  the  "  mo- 
rale" of  giving  a  failure  to  our  whole  move- 
ment, as  similar  orders  bad  done  on  previous 
occasions.  It  would,  besides,  relieve  the  enemy 
m  front  of  General  Sberidon  from  the  threateniiif 
attitude  .which  my  position  gave  me,  and  I 
therefore  sent  the  following,  by  telegraph,  at  8.40 
p.  M.,  to  (General  Webb : 

''  The  line  alon^  the  Plank-road  is  very  stroog. 
One  division,  with  mv  artillery,  I  think,  can 
hold  it,  if  we  are  not  threatened  south  of  Grar- 
elly  Run,  east  of  the  Plank-road.  General  Horn- 
phreys  and  my  batteries,  I  think,  could  hold 
this  securely,  cmd  let  me  move  dovm  and  OUaei 
(he  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  C,  H,  on  one  eidt,  end 
Sheridan  en  the  other.  On  account  of  Bart- 
lett's  position  they  (the  enemy)  will  have  to 
make  a  considerable  detour  to  reinforce  their 
troops  at  that  point  from  the  north.  UnloBS 
General  Sheridan  has  been  too  badly  handled,  I 
think  we  have  a  chance  for.  an  open  field  fight 
that  should  be  made  use  of." 

My  object  was  not  effected  at  once,  for  at 
9.17  p.  M.  I  received  the  following,  by  telegraph, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  9  p.  m.  : 

"You  will,  by  the  direction  of  the  M^- 
Gknoral  commanding,  draw  back  at  once  to  your 
position  within  the  Boydton  Plank-4:oad.  Send 
a  division  down  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H*,  to  report  to 
General  Sheridan.  This  division  will  go  down 
the  Boydton  Plank<^oad.  Send  Griffin's  di vision. 
(General  Humphreys  will  hold  to  Mrs.  Butler's." 

Whereupon  I  issued  the  following  order  to 
my  command,  which  was  sent  out  9.35  r.  m.  : 

"  I.  General  Ayres  will  immediately  withdraw 
his  division  back  to  where  it  was  massed  yester- 
day, near  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 

"H.  General  Crawford  will  follow  General 
Ayres,  and  mass  his  troops  behind  the  intrencb- 
ments  near  Mrs.  Butler's. 

''in.  General  Griffin  will  immediately  with- 
draw General  Bartlett  to  his  present  position, 
then  move  back  to  the  Flank-road  and  down  it  to 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridaa. 

"  IV.  Captain  Horrell,  with  his  escort,  will  re- 
main where  General  Griffin's  headquarters  now 
are  till  daybreak,  and  then  come  back  to  the 
Plank-road,  bringing  in  all  stragglers. 

"V.  Division  commanders,  in  executing  this 
movement,  which  is  ordered  by  Genaral  Meade, 
will  take  care  to  see  that  none  of  their  pickets, 
or  any  portion  of  the  troops,  are  left  behind. 

"  Gieneral  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  wiD 
have  their  troops  under  arms  at  di^break,  and 
the  Chief  of  Artillery  win  have  all  the  batteries 
in  readiness  to  move." 

At  9.50  p.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the  f<w- 
lowing  from  General  Webb,  written  9.20  p.m.: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


853 


*'  The  division  to  be  sent  to  Sheridan  will  start 
at  once.  You  are  to  be  held  free  to  act  witMn 
the  Bojdton  Hank-road.  General  HumphreyB 
will  hold  to  the  road  and  the  return." 

To  this  I  immediately  replied : 

"  Your  dispatch  of  9.20  is  just  received.  I 
bad  ah-eady  sent  out  my  orders,  of  which  I 
wnd  you  a  copy.  You  directed  General  Griffin 
to  be  sent  to  General  Sheridan  at  once.  It  will 
take  80  much  time  to  get  his  command  together 
tiiat  I  withdrew  the  other  divisions  first,  they 
being  unengaged  ;  but  this  will  not  retard  Gen- 
eral Griffin.  The  bridge  is  broken  on  the  Plank- 
road,  and  will  take  I  hardly  know  how  long  to 
make  practicable  for  infantry,  I  sent  an  officer 
(Captain  Benyaurd,  Engineer)  to  examine  it  as 
soon  as  your  first  order  was  received.  Ho  now 
reports  it  not  passable  for  infantrv.  It  requires  a 

rof  forty  feet  to  complete  the  bridge,  and 
itream  is  too  deep  to.  ford.  Nevertheless,  I 
will  use  everything  I  can  set  to  make  it  pass- 
able by  the  time  General  Griffin's  division 
reaches  it"  • 

General  Griffin's  division,  in  addition  to  the 
delay  of  assembling  General  Bartlett's  brigade, 
had  to  withdraw  a  picket  line  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and,  if  it  moved  first,  the  others,  pend- 
ingit,  had  to  relieve  this  picket  line. 

The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  we  had  found 
broken  by  the  enemy  on  our  occupation  of  the 
Plank-road  on  the  29th.  As  I  was  required  to 
operate  independently  of  the  cavalry,  and  pro- 
tect my  own  flanks,  it  was  desirable  to  me  (the 
bridge  being  in  my  rear,  as  I  faced  the  enemy 
on  the  White  Oak  Road),  that  it  should  remain 
broken.  Even  the  dispatch  of  this  evening 
from  General  Meade,  which  I  received  at  8  p.  m. 
(previously  givenj,  would  have  justified  mo  in 
destroying  the  bridge,  had  it  yet  been  standing 
intact  I  had  no  pontoons  with  me  now ;  the 
supply  with  which  I  started  on  the  29th  had 
been  used  in  bridging  Rowanty  Creek  and  the 
Quaker  Road  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  the 
DoatR  an4  engineers  were  kept  there  for  the 
service  of  the  trains. 

At  10.15  p.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the 
following  dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written 
940  p.  M. 

"  Siijce  your  dispatch  of  8.20  p.  m.,  the  General 
commanding  finds  that  it  is  impossible  for  Bart- 
lett  U)  join  Griffin  in  time  to  move  with  any 
promptitude  down  the  Boydtoir  Plank-road.  He 
tiierelore  directs  that  you  send  another  good 
brigade  to  join  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Bartlett's, 
in  this  movement  Sheridan  \vas  attacked  by 
five  brigades  from  Gordon's  corps — three  from 
Pickett's ;  possiblv  by  two  from  Gordon's,  one 
of  them  being  Hoke's  old  brigade." 

This  dispatch  showed  that  mv  previous  onfe, 
riving  the  condition  of  the  briage  at  Gravelljr 
Run,  had  not  yet  been  received.  I  deemed  it 
would  show,  when  it  was^  that  General  Bartlett 
could  join  General  Griffin  before  the  bridge 
would  be  passable,  and  that  Griffin  could  thus 
reach  Sheridan  as  soon  as  any  one,  and  require 
no  change  in  my  previous  order ;  and,  while 
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waiting  the  result  of  the  reception  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  the  crossing  by  General 
Meade,  I,  at  11.50  p.  m.,  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  written  10.16  p.  m.  : 

"Send  Griffin  promptly  as  ordefed,  by  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  and  move  the  balance  of 
your  conunand  by  the  road  Bartlett  is  on,  and 
strike  the  enemy's  rear,  who  is  between  him 
^and  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  General  Sheridan  reports 
his  position  as  north  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  near 
Dr.  Smith's,  the  enemy  holding  the  cross-roads 
at  that  point  Should  the  enemy  turn  on  you, 
your  line  of  retreat  will  be  by  J.  M.  Brooks* 
and  R,  Boiseau's,  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 
(See  one-inch  map.)  You  must  be  very  prompt 
in  this  movement,  and  get  the  forka  of  the  road 
at  J.  M.  Brooks'  before  the  enemy,  so  as  to  open 
to  R.  Boiseau's.  The  enemy  will  probably  re- 
tire toward  Five  Forks,  that  being  the  direction 
of  their  main  attack  this  day.  Don't  encumber 
yourself  with  anything  that  will  impede  your 
progress  or  prevent  your  moving  in  any  direc- 
tion. Let  me  know  when  Grffin  starts  and 
when  you  start'* 

This  dispatch  also  showed  that  mine,  concern- 
ing the  difficulty  of  crossing  Gravelly  Run,  was 
still  not  received.  That  I  did  not  over-estimate 
the  effect  of  this  dispatch,  when  it  should  reach 
General  Meade,  is  proved  by  his  dispatch  writ- 
ten at  11.45  p.  M.  (See  over.|  It  also  showed 
complete  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
along  "the  road  Bartlett  is  (was)  on,"  for  the 
enemy  already  held  this  road  on  the  south  side 
of  Gravelly  Run,  and,  if  not  themselves  at  J.  M. 
Brooks',  occupied  our  approach  to  it  The  con- 
dition of  afiairs  here  is  given  by  Major  Cope,  in 
his  report,  as  follows : 

"About  five  P.M.  you  directed  me  to  lead 
Bartlett's  brigade,  by  a  direct  road,  if  possible, 
toward  the  sound  of  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Dinwiddie  C.  fl.,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
rear.  I  immediately  reported  to  General  Bart- 
lett, who  Lad  his  column  put  in  motion.  The 
left  of  the  fiOTps  rested  in  open  ground.  We 
came  out  from  the  left  and  crossed  this  ground 
for  halt  a  milo ;  then  we  came  to  a  small  branch 
of  Gravelly  Run  on  the  edge  of  the  timber. 
Here  we  found  a  wood-road  that  ran  in  the  right 
direction.  We  followed  it  one  mile  through  the 
wood  over  rolling  ground,  crossing  the  branches 
of  Gravelly  Run.  At  the  south  edge  of  this 
timber,  and  in  open  ground  on  a  hill,  stands 
Dr. 's  house  (and  here  our  skirmishers  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy's  pickets).  The 
ground  slopes  from  here  to  Gravelly  Run,  and 
is  open  all  the  way  down.  The  enemy,  after 
considerable  skirmishing,  were  driven  down  the 
slope  and  across  the  Run  three-qnarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  house.  The  house  is  near  a  main 
road  leading  north  from  Dinwiddie  G.  H.  to  the 
main  road.  General  Bartlett  established  a  line 
of  picketd^long  Gravelly  Run  crossing  this  road. 
He  also  kept  videttes  out  on  his  right  watching 
this  road  and  other  approaches  in  the  rear,  fi 
was  much  after  dark  when  he  had  made  the 
proper  disposition  of  his  troops,  and  then  we 
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began  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires.  They  seemed 
to  stretch  for  miles  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Run,  and  we  could  distinctly  hear  them  ohop- 
ping,  moving  wagons,  and  taUdn^." 

In  addition  to  this,  the  enemy  neld  the  point 
on  the  road  Bartlett  was  on,  where  it  joins  the 
White  Oak  Road,  as  had  been  ascertained  by 
Major  Gentry  of  my  staff,  while  endeavoring  to 
communicate  with  General  Bartlett  The  Major' 
lost  his  orderly  by  capture,  while  he  narrowly 
escaped  himself. 

It  was  now  one  hour  and  a-half  since  my  or- 
der had  been  sent  withdrawing  the  divisions  to 
the  Plank-road,  so  that  I  supposed  they  were  all 
moving  back  toward  the  rlank-road,  along  tiie 
forest  road,  with  its  single  bridge  across  the 
branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  in  the  order  of 
Ayres,  Crawford,  Gr]flln,with  General  Bartlett's 
brigade  nearly  rejoined  to  the  latter.  To  pre- 
vent the  confusion  and  delay  that  would  occur 
by  bringing  General  Griffin  to  the  Plank-road  and 
sendingback  General  A3rre8,  one  of  which  would 
have  to  leave  the  road  for  the  other  to  pass,  and 
to  save  the  time  that  would  be  lost  by  each  di- 
vision in  changing  their  relative  places,  I  deter- 
mined to  send  General  Ayres'  division  to  Dinwid- 
<He  G.  EL,  instead  of  General  Griffin's,  as  it  ereatiy 
simplified  and  expedited  the  operation,  and  saved 
the  men's  strength  so  sorely  tried.  It  had,  be- 
sides, the  effect  to  prevent  the  separation  of 
brieades  from  their  proper  divisions,  and  keep 
each  intact—a  matter  of  unportance.  As  quickly 
as  I  could  write  it,  I  at  eleven  p.  m.  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

**  IsL  (General  Ayres,  instead  of  halting  his  com- 
mand, as  directed  in  his  last  order  fsee  mine  on 
p.  352),  will  proceed  down  the  Pluik-road  to 
Dinwiddle  G.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridau. 
He  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  here  when 
the  head  of  the  column  arrives. 

"  2d  General  Crawford  and  General  Grium  will 
mass  their  divisions  at  the  point  where  the  order 
reaches  them,  and  report  tneir  position  by  the 
officer  that  brings  it  A  change  of  plan  makes 
this  change  of  order  necessary." 

I  note  here,  a  littie  out  of  the  order  of  time, 
that  I  did  not  learn  the  position  of  General 
Crawford  and  General  Griffin  till  one  a.m.,  and  so 
difficult  had  it  been  to  get  the  troops  in  motion 
on  this  intensely  dark  and  stormy  night,  that, 
although  this  order  from  me  was  sent  one  hour 
and  a-half  after  the  one  for  them  to  fall  back  to 
the  Plank-road,  yet  it  found  them  still  in  the 
same  position.  It  must  be  remembered  that  our 
troops,  80  near  the  enemy,  could  not  be  roused 
by  drums  and  bugles  or  loud  commands,  but 
each  order  had  to  be  communicated  from  each 
commander  to  his  subordinate,  from  the  General 
till  it  reached  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
whieb  latter  only  oould  arouse  each  man  by  a 
shaking.  • 

The  obstacles  to  overcome  in  carrying  out  so 
many  orders  in  the  darkness  of  a  stormy,  starless 
night,  when  the  moon  had  set,  deserves  a  state- 
ment of  ihem  in  detail 


The  roads  and  paths  the  staff  officers  and  mes- 
sengers would  Ittve  to  take,  were  often  filled 
wim  troops,  and  were  as  baa  as  clayey  soil  at 
tiie  breaKing  up  of  winter  oould  make  tiMm. 
These  routes  were  mostly  shut  in  by  the  ever- 
ereen  forests  through  which  they  passed,  render- 
mg  the  night's  darkness  as  profound  as  that  of 
the  deepest  caverns.  The  horse,  exhausted  for 
want  of  food  and  wearied  with  life  and-death 
exertions,  carried  his  rider  slowlv  through  fiM 
mud,  and  staggered  and  stumbled  over  the  ob- 
structions. The  messenger  disappeared  oa  his 
mission  the  instant  he  moved,  and  once  out  of 
call  of  the  voice  could  not  be  stopped,  or  fonnd 
till  he  had  made  the  tour  his  instructions  re- 
quired, and  returned  to  die  place  of  departure. 
On  arriving  at  his  destination,  the  messenger, 
though,  pemaps,  familiar  with  it  in  the  daylight 
just  closed,  could  scarce  recognize  it  in  tiie  li^ 
of  the  camp-fires,  which  burned  around  him  on 
every  side,  shovnng  everything  in  dispropo^ 
tioned  and  unreal  forms.  By  these  fires,  the  ex- 
hausted soldiers  slept  heavily,  almost  deaf  to  the 
questions  addressed  to  ascertain  the  locality,  or 
answered  half  in  their  sleep.  The  commanding 
officers,  to  escape  the  noise  of  drivers  urging 
tiieir  struggling  teams  along  the  muddy  roads, 
and  the  straggling  of  men  over  them  as  they 
slept,  were  compeUed,  in  seeking  repose,  to  es- 
tablish their  headquarters  a  httie  way  from  the 
main  routes ;  and  this  alone  many  times  caused 
vexatious  delays  in  getting  orders  to  them. 
Added  to  these  were  we  vicissitudes  of  battle, 
which  always  left  the  commands  and  detach- 
ments scattered,  more  or  less,  as  the  day  dosed, 
and  much  increased  the  difficulties  of  getting  the 
orders  for  a  general  movement  in  the  night, 
sometimes  causing  such  detachments  to  be  left 
entirely  without  orders,  when  all  the  rest  of 
their  commands  had  moved  away. 

Knowing  all  these  things,  every  precaution 
was  used  to  provide  for  them,  but  yet  they  al- 
ways existed. 

In  order  to  comply  with  GkneraL  Meade's 
first  order,  I  had  first  to  send  an  officer  to  each 
division.  Then  Major  Cope  was  the  only  per- 
son capable  of  taking  an  order  to  General  Bart- 
lett's  brigade,  and  he  was  sent  I  had  sent 
Major  Gentry  to  ascertain  General  Bartlett's 
location;  but  he  taking  the  White  Oak  Rotd, 
found  the  enemv  holding  the  junction  of  it  with 
the  one  General  Bartiett  v^as  on,  and  failed,  as 
before  stated,  to  ^d  a  way  to  him.  I  had  to 
send  another  officer  for  the  pioneers,  and  go  with 
them  at  once  to  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
to  make  the  bridge.  I  had  to  send  another  to 
the  bridge  itself,  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
crossing.  I  had,  with  my  full  complement  of 
staff  officers,  but  the  following  available,  all  the 
others  being  engaged  in  their  appropriate  de- 
partments: Colonel  Bankhead,  Miyor  Gentry, 
Major  Cope,  Captain  Benyanrd,  Captain  Wads- 
worth,  and  Captain  Winslow. 

Having,  under  these  circumstances,  made  my 
dispositions  to  execute  one  order  for  a  general 
movement  promptiy,  it  is  eaqr  to  see  whix  strait 
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I  was  placed  in  to  countermand  those  orders 
before  tiie  officers  sent  out  with  the  first  one 
retnmed. 

But  to  resume  the  narration.  After  I  had  sent 
the  order  last  quoted,  I  informed  Greneral  Meade 
what  I  had  done,  as  follows : 

**  I  issued  my  orders  on  General  Webb's  first 
dispatch,  to  fall  back,  which  made  the  divisions 
reture  in  the  order  they  could  most  readily 
moTe,  viz.:  Avres,  Crawford,  and  Griffin.  I 
cannot  change  them  to-ni^ht  without  producing 
confusion  that  will  render  all  my  operations 
nogatoiy.  I  wiJl  now  send  General  Ayres  to 
General  Sheridan,  and  take  General  Griffin  and 
General  Crawford  to  move  against  the  enemy, 
as  this  last  dispatch  directs  1  should.  Other- 
wise I  cannot  accomplish  the  apparent  objects 
of  the  orders  I  have  received.** 

I  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  orders  and 
arraDgements  to  move  with  the  two  divisions  as 
soon  as  I  could.  The  movement  had  to  be  made 
without  artillery,  or  ambulances,  or  ammimition 
wagons,  and  instructions  had  to  be  given,  in  the 
two  latter  cases,  for  special  provisions.  The 
Oiief  of  Artillery  had  to  be  informed,  and  rela- 
tions established  between  him  and  General 
Humphreys,  commanding  the  Second  corps, 
whose  troops  were  required  to  take  my  place 
along  the  Flank-road. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  twelve,  I  received 
the  following  from  General  Humphrejrs : 

**!  am  directed  to  resume  my  position  of  this 
morning,  &c.,  &c.  At  what  time  do  you  propose 
to  move?  I  propose  to  move  simultaneously 
with  you." 
To  this  I  sent  the  following  reply : 
"  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch,  by  Cap- 
tain Wistar.  Under  the  order  to  withdraw  at 
once  (viz.,  fliat  received  at  9.17  p.  m.),  I 
thought  we  each  could  do  so  individually  un- 
der cover  of  darkness,  and  so  ordered.  I  have 
since  received  orders  to  attack  the  enemy 
with  two  divisions,  sending  one  down  the 
Flank-^t>ad  to  report  to  General  Sheridan.  My 
artillery,  five  four-gun  batteries,  under  General 
Wainwright,  will  remain  pn  the  line  of  the 
Plank-road.  I  think  the  enemy  that  drove  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  must  withdraw  to-night.  I  had  a 
brigade  on  the  north  road  from  J.  Boiseau's.  I 
have  now  orders  to  move  against  the  force  that 
attacked  Sheridan,  and  shall  send  all  I  have  to 
move  there  or  wherever  the  firing  of  battle  near 
UB  may  indicate.** 

At  one  A.  M.,  I  received  reports  from  my  offi- 
cers who  had  returned  from  carrying  my  order 
of  eleven  p.  m.,  and  learned  the  position  of 
Generals  Crawford  and  Griffin.  At  this  time  I 
received  the  following  dispatch  from  Greneral 
Meade,  written  by  him  at  11.45  p.  m.  : 

"A  dispatch,  partially  transmitted,  is  re- 
ceived, indicating  the  bridge  over  Gravelly 
Run  is  destroyed,  and  time  will  be  required  to 
rebuild  it.  If  this  is  the  case,  would  not  time 
be  gained  by  sending  the  troops  by  the  Quaker 
Road?  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Sheridan  cannot  maintain  himself  at  Dinwiddle 


without  reinforcements,  and  yours  are  the  only 
ones  that  can  be  sent  Use  every  exertion  to 
get  troops  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  nec- 
essary, send  troops  bv  both  roads,  and  give  up 
the  rear  attack.  If  Sheridan  is  not  reinforced, 
and  compelled  to  fall  back,  he  will  retire  by  tiie 
Yaughan  Road.** 

On  receiving  this  dispatch,  showing  so  much 
solicitude  for  General  cheridan*s  position,  and 
the  necessity  of  reinforcing  him  oirectly,  even 
if  I  had  to  countermand  the  previous  order,  and 
forego  entirely  the  rear  attack,  and  which,  also, 
left  the  question  for  me  to  determine,  I  felt 
much  anxietv  about  what  to  do.  The  night  was 
far  advanced.  The  distance  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H. 
by  the  Quaker  Road,  from  tiie  location  of  my 
troops,  was  over  ten  miles.  It  was  impossible 
for  them  to  reach  there  by  that  road  before  eight 
A.  M.  By  that  time  they  could  be  of  no  use  in 
holding  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  In  this  case,  the  most 
direct  route  for  the  rear  attack  would  be  down 
the  Plank-road,  where  General  Ayres  was  march- 
ing. This  attack,  too,  would  be  then  t^e  most 
effective,  as  the  whole  corps  would  be  together 
in  making  it,  and  all  in  '  conununication  with 
headquarters  of  General  Grant,  and  through  him 
with  General  Sheridan,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance.  K  General  Sheridan  retired  by  the 
Vaughan  Road,  too,  the  rear  and  right  flank  of 
General  Humphreys  would  be  left  exposed,  as 
stated  in  General  Meade*s  dispatch,  received  by 
me  at  eight  p.  m.  (already  given  here).  Finally, 
to  send  a  division  aroimd  by  the  Quaker  Road 
was  to  break  my  command  up  in  tnree  pieces, 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
success  of  the  first  of  Apiil  would  have  been 
gained,  as  the  men  thus  sent  would  have  been 
too  exhausted  to  reach  the  Five  Forks  that  day. 

I  therefore  determined  that  it  was  best  to 
abide  the  movements  already  begun,  and  keep 
the  two  divisions,  Griffin's  and  Crawford's,  where 
they  were,  till  I  could  hear  that  General  Ayres 
certainly  had  reinforced  Greneral  Sheridan.  The 
men  of  the  two  divisions  were  gaining,  while 
waiting  this  result,  a  little  of  that  rest  thev  stood 
so  much  in  need  of,  on  this  their  fourth  night 
of  almost  continual  deprivation  of  it,  and  we 
had  but  a  short  distance  to  move  before  reach- 
ing the  enemy,  near  J.  Boiseau*s. 

Having  determined  this,  at  one  p.  m.  I  wrote 
the  following  dispatch  to  General  Meade : 

"  I  think  we  will  have  an  infantry  bridge  over 
Gravelly  Run  sooner  than  I  could,  send  troops 
around  by  the  Quaker  Road.  But  if  I  find  any 
failure,  I  will  send  that  way.  I  have  sent  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd  (two  hours  ago)  with  what  he 
thought  was  necessary  to  make  it  practicable 
in  one  hour,  and  trust  to  that.  I  am  sending  to 
Greneral  Sheridan  my  most  available  force.'* 

At  2.5  A.  M^  learned  the  following,  which  I 
sent  General  Webb : 

"  The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  Captain  Ben- 
yaurd  reports  now  practicable  for  infantry,  and 
General  Ayres  advancing  across  it  toward  Din- 
widdie C.  H.  I  have  given  General  Ayres  or- 
ders to  report  to  General  SheridaiL" 
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At  430  A.  M.  I  received  information  that  Gen- 
eral Ayres  had  communicated  with  General 
Sheridan,  and,  while  I  was  jnst  mounting  to  join 
Generals  Griffin  and  Crawford,  to  move  across 
the  country  against  the  enemy  at  J.  Boiseau's, 
I  received  the  following  from  General  Sheridan, 
at  4.50  A.  M.,  which  is  published  with  his  report, 
and  there  stated  to  be  written  at  three  a.  m. 

"  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  on 
the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's  division. 
The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front,  lying  so 
as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  the  Adams' 
House,  which  leads  out  across  Chamberlain's 
bed  or  run.  I  understand  you  have  a  division 
at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  line  and  almost  on  his  flank.  I  will 
hold  on  here.  Possibly  Ihey  may  attack  Custer 
at  day-light ;  if  so,  have  this  division  attack  in- 
stantly and  in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight 
any  way,  and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  eret  the 
road  this  side  of  Adams'  House,  and  if  I  oo,  you 
can  capture  the  whole  of  them.  Any  force 
moving  down  the  road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the 
White  Oak  Road,  will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
and  in  all  probability  get  any  force  that  may  es- 
cape you  by  a  flank  attacks  Do  not  fear  my 
leaving  here.  K  the  enemy  remain  I  shall  fight 
at  dayhght" 

This  suppositious  state  of  aflftiirs  given  above 
promised  most  brilliant  results,  if  frue ;  but  it 
was  not  The  enemy  occupied  the  position  at 
J.  Boiseau's  on  the  preceding  night,  and  instead 
of  my  having  a  division  there,  Ihe  nearest  to  it  I 
•had  was  Bartlett  s  brigade,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  north  of  Gravelly  Run,  the  crossing  of 
which  the  enemy  guarded.  Even  this  bri^wie 
of  mine  I  had  to  withdraw,  by  General  Meade's 
order,  at  9.35  p.  m.  I  fully  expected,  if  the  enemy 
had  not  retreated,  to  have  to  fight  a  battle  in 
order  to  get  across  Gravelly  Run,  near  to  J. 
Boiseau's;  and,  if  the  enemy  had  designed  to 
stay,  we  undoubtedly  must  have  done  so.  I  so 
anticipated  in  my  instructions  to  General  Griffin. 

About  five  A.  M.  General  Griffin  left  his  posi- 
tion near  the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
moved  directly  and  rapidly  across  the  country 
to  Crumps.  He  found  the  enemy  had  left  the 
crossing  of  the  Run  open,  and  he  moved  on  to 
J.  Boiseau's,  meeting  at  the  forks  of  the  road  our 
cavalry,  under  General  Devin.  At  t^is  point 
General  Griffin  reported  to  General  Sheridan,  as 
1  had  directed,  should  such  a  state  of  affairs  as 
was  found  be  developed. 

I  remained  with  General  Crawford's  division, 
which  we  formed  to  retire  id  line  of  battle  to 
meet  the  enemy,  should  he  pursue  Us  from  his 
breastworks,  as  I  confidently  expected  he  would 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  our  movements.*    I 


•  Tho  neglect  of  the  enemy  to  foUow  up  General  Crawford'a 
dirisionashe  witbdrevr  is  still  inexplicable  to  me :  for  had 
they  done  so,  General  Leo  wonld  have  been  early  inrorracd  of 
the  movement  of  our  Infantry  against  his  detached  force  at 
Five  Forks,  and  either  have  reinforced  them  or  warned  ihem 
to  withdraw,  and  the  disaster  to  them  which  resulted  might 
have  not  occurred.  It  seems  to  me  an  oversight  not  to  have 
)>een  expected  from  our  prevloos  experience. 


also  deployed  mv  escort  to  retire  toward  flie 
Plank-road,  to  tafce  back  any  men  or  supplies 
which  might  be  coming  to  that  point  through 
ignorance  of  the  changes  that  had  been  made  in 
the  night  General  Griffin's  march  having  been 
unobstructed,  I  did  not  reach  him  till  he  had  met 
our  cavdry.  I  then  ascertained,  too,  tiiat  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  division  was  massed  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  us,  near  J.  M.  Brooks's. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Greneral  Ayres  be- 
gan to  move  back  from  the  White  Oak  Road  by 
an  order  from  me,  sent  at  9.35  p.  m,  March  31, 
which  was  written  on  the  first  intimation  I  re- 
ceived to  send  troops  to  General  Sheridan.  No 
orders  stopped  him,  nor  did  anything  delay  him 
but  physical  obstacles — such  as  the  darkness, 
bad  roads,  and  broken  bridge.  I  will  now  quote 
from  his  report  the  result : 

"  The  division  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
Boydton  Pike  during  the  night  of  March  31,  and 
report  to  Greneral  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddie  C.  H. 
Before  arriving  there  it  was  met  by  a  staff  oflBoer 
of  General  Sheridan,  with  instructions  to  turn  off 
on  a  road  leading  west  into  a  road  leading  from 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.  to  the  White  Oak  Road"  («.  c^ 
from  R  Boiseau's  to  J.  M.  Brooks'),  "  and  come 
upon  Ihe  left  and  rear  of  the  enemv,  who  was 
facing  General  Sheridan's  command  near  Din- 
widdie. As  we  approached,  just  after  dayUght, 
the  enemy  hastily  decamped." 

This  actual  trial  disposes  of  the  question  of 
the  ability  of  my  troops  to  reach  Greneral  Sher- 
idan by  midnight  It  took  General  Ayres  till 
daybreak. 

It  may  be  said,  in  support  of  the  expectations, 
that  the  state  of  the  bridge  and  stream  were  not 
known  when  the  expectations  were  formed ;  but 
they  should  have  been.  The  route  was  used  for 
communications  between  General  Grant  and 
General  Sheridan  the  two  preceding  days.  But 
even  if  not  known  then,  they  certainly  were 
when  General  Sheridan  wrote  his  report  and 
General  Grant  authorized  its  publication ;  wid  it 
was  but  manly  and  just  to  have  then  corrected 
any  unfavorable  impression  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge at  the  time  may  have  caused  him  to  take 
up  concerning  me. 

But,  let  us  suppose  the  two  divisions  that 
General  Grant  directed  to  be  moved  by  J.  Boi- 
seau's, were  expected  to  reach  General  Sheridan 
by  midnight  The  order  which  I  received  was 
written  by  General  Meade  10.15  p.  m.,  five  min- 
utes after  General  Grant's  to  General  ^eridan. 
It  reached  me  10.60  p.  m.,  thirty-five  minutes 
after  being  written.  Supposing  all  possible  dis- 
patch usea,  twenty  minutes  at  least  would  be 
required  for  me  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments ;  twenty  more  minutes  would  be  required 
to  carry  my  order  to  the  divisions  ;  fioewtomore 
I  minutes  for  them  to  transmit  them  to  the  bri- 
i  gades ;  and /orfy  minutes,  at  least,  for  the  troops 
!  to  get  ready  to  move ;  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  bugles  or  drum  could  be  used  to 
sound  calls  or  arouse  the  men.  No  Gknerol 
could  make  plans  based  on  greater  rapidity  of 
execution  than  here  allowed,  and  our  experience 
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rarely  realized  it  on  the  most  favorable  occa- 
sions, while  this  was  one  of  the  least  so.  Sum- 
ming up  these  intervals  of  time,  we  have  two 
boBTB  to  add  to  the  time  of  G^Qneral  Grant's 
writing  to  (Jeneral  Sheridan.  I  venture  to  say  it 
took  nearly  th';i  time  for  the  note  itself  to  reach 
General  Sheridan.  Adding  these  two  hours, 
would  make  it  at  least  twelve  o'clock  before  my 
two  divisions  could  move.  They  then  had  four 
miles  to  traverse,  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
before  reaching  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
\ddch  would  occupy  till  two  a.  m.  They  had 
&en  to  cross  the  stream  and  strike  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  opposed  to  General  Sheridan,  enu- 
merated by  him  as  follows  : 

"  The  opposing  forces  was  Pickett's  division, 
Wise's  independent  brigade  of  infantry,  ana 
Fitz  Hugh  Lee's,  Rossers ,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands.    This  force  is  too  strong  for 

UB," 

To  join  General  Sheridan  by  midnight,  on  this 
route,  1  finally  had  to  capture  or  destroy  what- 
ever of  this  force  was  between  me  and  General 
Sheridan.  Any  expectations  more  imreasonable 
could  not  have  been  formed,  nor  would  I  attrib- 
ute them  to  any  one  not  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
true  slate  of  the  case. 

In  regard  to  intercepting  the  enemy,  the  facts 
show  it  was  impossible  imder  the  circumstances. 
I  learned  from  deserters  that  they  had  be- 
gun to  move  toward  Five  Forks  as  ecirly  as 
ten  r.  M.  I^e  night  before,  believing  their  posi- 
tion would  be  untenable  the  next  morning. 
Tliey  had  consequently  withdrawn  in  the  night, 
carrying  off  their  wounded  and  leaving  omj  a 
cavalry  picket  in  Greneral  Sheridan's  front, 
which,  as  General  Ayres  says,  "hastily  de- 
camped "  as  he  approached  at  aaylight  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  dispatch  of  General  Meade  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  dated  six  a.  m.  (given  hereafter), 
that  General  Sheridan  must  have  been  aware  of 
this  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  early  in  the 
ni^ 

While  awaiting  with  General  Griffin  for  in- 
structions from  General  Sheridan,  who  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  cavalry  toward  Five  Forks,  I 
received,  about  9.30  a.  m.,  the  following  order, 
written  by  General  Webb  ^t  six  a.  m.: 

"General  Meade  directs  that,  in  the  move- 
ments following  your  junction  with  General  Sher- 
idan, you  will  be  under  his  orders,  and  will 
report  to  him.  Please  send  a  report  of  pro- 
gress." 

I  sent  the  report  of  progress  requested, 
which  was  in  accordance  with  the  facts  herein- 
before given. 

To  show  how  General  Meade  was  led  to  send 
me  this  order,  I  will  give  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  him  to  General  Grant,  written  at  six  a.  m., 
April  1,  an  official  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
me: 

**The  officer  sent  to  General  Sheridan,  re- 
tumei!  between  two  and  three  a.  m.,  without 
any  written  communication,  but  giving  General 
Sheridan's  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  retiring 
from  his   front    The  absence   of  firing  this 


morning  would  seem  to  confirm  this.  I  was 
asleep  at  the  time  this  officer  returned,  and  did 
not  get  the  information  till  iust  now.  Should 
this  prove  true,  Warren  will  be  at  or  near  Din- 
widdie  soon,  with  his  whole  corps,  and  will 
require  further  orders." 

This  dispatch  also  shows  an  important  cir- 
cumstance that  affects  the  question  of  my 
ability  to  intercept  the  enemy.  The  officer  that 
brought  General  Meade  this  information  from 
General  Sheridan,  "  between  two  and  three  a. 
M.,"  could  not  have  left  General  Sheridan  less 
than  two  hours  previous,  the  distance  being 
about  ten  miles  over  the  worst  possible  roads ; 
so  that  General  Sheridan  thought  the  enemy 
was  retiring  as  earlv,  at  least,  as  between 
twelve  and  one,  ana  the  information  could 
scarce  have  reached  General  Sheridan,  from  his 
picket  line,  in  less  than  one  hour's  time,  so  that 
the  enemy's  movements  in  retiring  must  have 
become  apparent  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
eleven  and  twelve.  This  confirms  the  reports 
deserters,  in  the  morning,  gave  me,  and  which 
the  completeness  of  the  withdrawal  sustains. 
Thus,  at  the  very  time  of  the  night  that  General 
Sheridan  thought  Ae  enemy  retreating,  I  was 
impressed,  by  repeated  dispatches  from  General 
Meade,  that  General  Sheridan  could  not  hold  on 
witiiout  reinforcements,  and  I  acted  under  that 
authority  and  belief. 

The  order  from  General  Meade  placing  me 
under  Greneral  Sheridan's  orders,  however,  was 
not  necessary  for  that  purpose,  as  I  should  have 
obeyed  any  orders  General  Sheridan  might  give 
me,  recognizing  him  as  my  superior  army  com- 
mander. 

BATTLE  OF  FTVB  FORKS. 

When  I  met  General  S.,  at  about  eleven  a.  m., 
his  maimer  was  cordial  and  friendly.  I  had  never 
served  with  him  before. 
After  talking  with  Greneral  Sheridan  a  short  time, 
at  the  place  I  found  him,  while  he  was  occasionally 
receiving  reports  from  his  cavalry,  he  mounted 
and  rode  off  to  the  front  At  one  p.  m.  an  officer 
brought  to  me  an  order  to  bring  up  the  infantry. 
I  at  once  dispatched  Colonel  (now  Brigadier- 
Greneral)  Bankhead  to  give  the  orders  to  the 
division  commanders  to  bring  up  their  com- 
mands, specifying  the  order  which  I  thought 
they  could  most  rapidly  move  in.  I  then  went 
up  the  Five  Forks  Road  in  advance  of  the  infan- 
try, to  see  General  Sheridan,  and  Jo  inform  my- 
self of  the  use  to  be  made  of  my  troops,  so  that 
no  time  would  be  lost  on  their  arrival.  General 
S.  explained  to  me  the  state  of  affairs,  and  what 
his  plan  was  for  me  to  do.  This  I  entered  upon 
most  cordifidly.  General  S.  had  placed  an  officer 
back  on  the  road  to  mark  the  point  where  my 
command  was  to  turn  off.  I  then  rode  back  to 
the  point  indicated,  turned  up  the  road  which 
led  by  Gravelly  Run  CJhurch,  and  examined  the 
ground,  and  employed  my  escort,  which  had  by 
this  time  rejoined  me,  to  picket  the  front  I  was 
to  take  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  discov- 
ering the  presence  of  my  infantry. 
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General  Sheridan's  order  was  to  form  the 
whole  corps  before  advancing,  so  that  all  of  it 
should  move  simultaneously.  He  especially 
stated  that  the  formation  was  to  be  oblique  to 
the  road,  with  the  right  advanced,  with  two 
divisions  in  front,  and  the  third  in  reserve  behind 
the  right  division.  The  number  of  lines  and 
consequent  extent  of  front,  he  left  me  to  decide. 
Upon  examination,  I  determined  on  an  equiva- 
lent of  three  lines  of  battle  for  each  of  the  front 
divisions,  arranged  as  follows:  Each  division 
was  to  place  two  brigades  in  front,  each  bri- 
^de  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  the  third  brigade 
in  two  lines  of  battle  behind  the  centre  of  the 
two  front  lines.  The  third  division  to  be  posted 
in  column  of  battalions  in  mass  behind  the 
right.  To  General  Ayres  I  assigned  my  left. 
General  Crawford  my  right,  and  General  Griffin 
my  reserve  behind  the  rieht  In  moving,  tiiey 
were  instructed  to  keep  close  to  the  left,  and  to 
preserve  their  direction  in  the  woods,  by  keep- 
ing the  sun,  then  shining  brightly,  in  the  same 
position  over  their  left  shoulders. 

General  Ayres  placed  the  Maryland  brigade 
on  his  left,  in  two  lines,  and  General  Gwin's 
brigade  on  his  right;   this  last  brigade  was 


formed  in  three  lines  instead  of  two,  as  the 
regiments  could  not  be  so  well  disposed  in  two 
lines.  General  Winthrop's  brigade.  General 
Ayres  formed  as  his  reserve.  General  Craw- 
ford formed  his  lines  so  as  to  place  Colonel 
Kellogg's  brigade  on  his  left,  General  Baxter's 
brigade  on  nis  right,  and  (General  Coulter's 
brigade  as  his  reserve. 

The  length  of  the  front  we  occupied  was 
about  a  thousand  yards.  The  casualties  of  the 
three  preceding  days,  together  with  the  loss  of 
those  who  had  given  out  from  weariness,  or 
were  absent  on  detached  duly,  had  probably 
reduced  our  effective  force  at  least  a  thousand 
men  in  each  division  below  that  with  which  we 
set  out  on  the  twenty-eighth,  so  that  we  had  then 
present  about  twelve  thousand  men. 

While  the  troops  were  forming,  I  prepared 
the  accompanying  sketch,  with  e^lanations.for 
each  division  commander,  and  directed  them, 
as  feu:  as  time  would  permit,  to  explain  it  to  the 
brigade  commanders : 

"Aprfll,8p  M. 

"  The  following  is  the  moyement  now  about 
to  be  executed : 


"  The  line  will  move  forward  as  formed  till  it 
reaches  the  White  Oak  Road,  when  it  will  swing 
round  to  the  left,  perpendicular  to  the  White 
Oak  Road.  General  Merhtt's  and  Greneral  Cus- 
ter's cavalry  will  charge  the  enemy's  line  as 
soon  as  the  infantry  get  engaged.  The  cavalry 
is  on  the  left  of  the  infantry,  except  McKenzie's, 
which  is  moving  up  the  White  Oak  Road  from 
the  right" 

Greneral  Grifion,  in  his  report,  says  the  forma- 
tion prior  to  the  attack  was  as  follows : 

"  The  Fif-st  division  on  the  right  flank  formed 
in  three  lines,  with  one  brigade  on  the  right  en 
echelon." 

I  supplied  General  Griffin  with  the  same 
sketeh  and  plan  of  operations  as  I  had  General 
Ayres  and  General  Oiwford,  in  which  I  thought 
I  indicated  General  Griffin's  position  in  rear  of 
the  right  But  the  necessity  for  him  to  protect 
his  own  flank,  and  the  wedge-like  slmpe  of 
the  formation,  as  a  whole,  led  General  Griffin  to 
regard  his  division  as  on  the  right 


General  Sheridan  says,  in  his  report,  ^t  be 
directed  "  one  division  to  be  formed  in  reserve 
opposite  the  centre."  This  is  a  mistake;  his 
order  was  to  form  it  in  rear  of  the  right  The 
line  was  to  be  formed  '*  obliquely  to  and  at  a 
point  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak 
Road;"*  this  threw  the  right  in  the  advance, 
and,  it  was  supposed  by  him,  would  strike  the 
enemy  first  and  need  the  support 

During  the  formation  of  my  troops,  I  used  all 
the  exertions  possible  to  hasten  their  arrival, 
and  ever3rtiiing  was  so  prepared  for  them,  Aat 
they  marched  at  once  to  their  assigned  position 
without  a  halt 

General  Sheridan  expressed  to  me  bis  appre- 
hension that  our  cavalry,  which  continued  to 
fire  on  the  enemy,  would  use  up  all  their  ammu- 
nition before  my  troops  would  be  ready.  I  ix»- 
formed  him  that  they  would  not  all  be  in  posi- 
tion before  four  p.  m.,  l)ut  that  I  was  ready  to 

•  See  Sheridan's  Report 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


359 


moye  at  once  with  whatever  was  at  hand,  if  he 
directed,  and  let  the  rest  follow ;  but  he  did  not 
His  impatience  was  no  greater,  apparently,  than 
I  felt  myself,  and  which  I  strove  to  repress  and 
prevent  any  exhibition  of,  as  it  woold  but  tend 
to  impair  confidence  in  tiie  proposed  operations. 
When  everything  possible  is  bein^  aone,  it  is 
important  to  have  llie  men  think  it  is  all  that 
success  requires,  if  their  confidence  is  to  be  re- 
tained. 

Against  General  Sheridan's  most  ungenerous 
statement,  that  I  gave  him  the  impression  that 
I  wanted  the  sun  to  go  down,  I  simply  place  my 
denial,  and  trust  that  my  whole  conduct  in  life, 
and  especially  in  this  war,  sustains  me  in  it 
The  sun  did  not  set  until  two  hours  and  a  half 
after  the  formation  wa^  completed. 

In  proof  of  the  efforts  I  made  to  get  the  troops 
m  positioih  and  the  rapiditv  with  which  they 
did  move,  I  present  the  following  communica- 
tions from  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 
of  my  staff;  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 
commanding  Third  division ;  Brevet  Major-Gren- 
eral  Griffin,  commanding  First  division ;  Brevet 
Maior-General  Ayres,  Second  division. 

General  Bankhead  writes  me,  under  date  of 
Jnne  twenty-seventh : 

''Sib:  In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth inst,  received  the  twenty-fifth,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  I  was  with  you  April 
first,  at  the  time  you  received  some  instructions 
from  General  Sheridan,  through  one  of  his  staff 
ofScers.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  orders  I  am 
not  aware,  further  than  that  you  inmiediately 
turned  to  me,  and  directed  me  '  to  bring  up  the 
corps  at  once  along  the  road  we  were  at  the 
time,  and  that  you  would  meet  the  column  your- 
self; tiiat  the  divisions  would  march  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  viz.,  Third,  First,  Second.*  I  im- 
medii^y  galloped  back,  and  gave  the  orders, 
in  person,  to  GeneraLs  Griffin  and  Crawford.  As 
I  was  directed  to  see  the  head  of  the  column 
was  started  on  the  right  road,  I  sent  the  order 
to  General  Ayres^  commanding  Second  division 
(who  was  further  off  to  the  right),  by  one  of 
yonr  Aids,  either  Major  Cope  or  Cai^tain  Wads- 
worth. 

**  The  orders  were  obeyed  promptly,  and  the 
troops  moved  out  as  expeditiously  as  the  nature 
of  the  road  and  the  crowded  state  it  was  in  (be- 
ing blocked  up  with  led  cavalry  horses)  would 
admit  Every  exertion  appeared  to  be  made  by 
General  Crawford,  who  had  the  advance,  to  keep 
the  road  clear  for  the  infantry  to  pass.  I  re- 
mained with  the  head  of  the  column  until  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  place  it  was  halted  and 
placed  in  position  to  make  the  attack. 

"Signed)  H.  C.  Bankhbad, 

••Brevet Oolonel  AaitotaBt  Inspector-OeneraL" 

The  following  is  from  General  Crawford,  dated 
July  seventeenth : 

**  Gbneral  :  In  reply  to  your  conmiunication 
of  Jane  seventeenth,  asking  if  my  division  did 
not  move,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  in  form- 
ing prior  to  our  attack  on  the  enemy  at  the  bat- 


tle of  Five  Forks,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  troops  under  mv  command  moved  at  once, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  no  unnecessary  time  was  lost  from  that 
tune  till  they  were  formed  as  you  directed. 
"  (Signed)  S.  W.  Crawford, 

"  Brevet  IbOor-GeneraL" 

The  following  is  from  General  Griffin,  dated 
June  twenty-sijrth : 

'* General:  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
movement  of  the  First  division  just  pridr  to  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  firs^  1865, 1  have  to 
state  I  was  in  conmiand  of  that  division  on  that 
day,  and  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  received, 
through  Colonel  Bankhead,  Corps  Inspector,  an 
order  to  move  down  the  road  leading  northward 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  were  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  I 
moved  my  troops  as  promptly  as  I  could,  and  on 
arriving  near  the  place  where  the  corps  was 
formed  for  the  attacK,  was  met  by  yourself.  You 
inmiediately  pointed  out  the  ground  that  my 
troops  were  to  form  on,  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  you  wished  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  was  executed  at  once,  and  I 
then  reported  in  person  to  you.  In  mv  opinion, 
the  division  was  lormed  without  any  halting  or 
unnecessarv  delay. 

*' (Signed)  Charles  Griffin, 

*«  Brevet  MiOor-CtonenO.'* 

The  following  is  from  General  Ayres,  dated 
June  twenty-fourth: 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst,  last  evening, 
asking  an  official  statement  concerning  the  move* 
ment  of  the  Fiftii  corps  on  the  first  of  April, 
from  the  position  where  it  was  massed  to  that 
where  the  lines  of  battle  were  formed  previous 
to  that  attack.  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  the  movement  I 
was  ordered  to  follow  the  First  division.  This 
was  done,  and  my  division  was  kept  weU  closed 
up  on  the  troops  in  front  On  amving  near  the 
position  where  the  lines  were  forming,  you  re- 
quested me  to  form  my  froops  as  expeditiouslv 
as  possible,  as  General  Sherioan  desired  to  attack 
the  enemy  immediately.  Once  again,  during  the 
formation,  you  desired  me  to  be  expeditious. 
My  division,  being  a  very  small  one,  was  soon 
formed,  whereupon  I  reported  to  you  that  I  was 
ready.  The  order  was  then  given,  and  Hie  troops 
moved  at  once  to  tiie  attack. 

"(Signed)  R.  B.  Ayres, 

«  Brevet  lUfor-Genena." 

My  record  on  this  point  could  not  be  better 
or  more  complete. 

In  view  of  this  testimony,  it  is  further  appar- 
ent that  General  Sheridan  had  left  out  of  his 
calculations  the  necessary  time  to  make  the 
formation  he  directed,  and  that,  in  his  own  opin- 
ion, his  plan  was  endangered  thereby. 

The  propriety  of  an  army  all  moving  at  once 
pre-supposes,  in  order  that  the  Genersi  who  so 
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employs  it  should  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the 
results  obtained,  that  he  should  have  his  infor- 
mation so  exact  that  the  mass  falls  directly  upon 
a  vulnerable  and  vital  point  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. If  there  thould  be  a  mistake  in  this,  the 
chief  merit  belongs  to  those  exertions  and  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  mistake  is  corrected, 
or  in  the  new  dispositions  which  the  occasion 
demands  as  requisite  and  which  may  be  prao 
ticable.  But  General  Sheridan's  calculation,  as 
to  the  position  of  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's 
line,  was  faulty,  and  to  a  very  serious  extent, 
considering  that  he  had  pl&ced  all  the  troops  in 
position  for  the  move.  The  changes  we  had  to 
make  afterward  required  the  greatest  exertion 
of  myself  and  staff,  when  everything  was  in 
motion,  and  in  woods  of  the  difficult  natxure  usu- 
ally found  in  Virginia,  no  one  of  the  command 
beine  at  all  acquainted  with  the  ground  over 
which  we  were  moving. 

After  the  forward  movement  began,  a  few 
minutes  brought  us  to  the  White  Oak  Road, 
distant  about  a  thousand  vards.  There  we  found 
the  advance  of  General  McKenzie's  cavalry, 
which,  coming  up  the  White  Oak  Road,  had  ar- 
rived there  just  before  us.  This  showed  us,  for 
the  first  time,  that  we  were  too  far  to  our  right 
of  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Ayres'  right 
crossed  the  road  in  the  open  field,  and  his  divis- 
ion commenced  changing  front  at  once,  so  as  to 
bring  his  line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enem/s 

Sosition.  Fortunately  for  us,  the  enemy's  left 
ank  so  rested  in  the  woods  that  he  could  not 
fire  at  us  as  we  crossed  this  open  field,  and  the 
part  of  it  that  faced  us  formed  a  very  short  line. 
This  (Jeneral  Ayres  attacked  at  once,  the  firing 
being  heavy,  but  less  than  usually  destructive, 
on  account  of  the  thick  woods.  The  rapid 
change  of  front  by  General  Ayres  caused  nis 
right  flank,  at  first,  to  get  in  advance  of  General 
Crawfoid,  owing  to  the  greater  distance  the  lat- 
ter had  to  move,  and  exposed  it  to  be  taken  in 
flank  by  the  enemy.  Orders  were  sent  by  me  to 
General  Crawford  to  oblique  his  division  to  the 
left  and  close  up  this  interval. 

As  soon  as  I  nad  found  the  enemas  left  flank, 
orders  were  sent  to  General  Griffin,  by  several 
staff  officers,  to  move  also  obliquely  to  the  left, 
and  come  in  to  the  support  of  General  Ayres. 
But  as  Griffin's  division  was  moving  out  of  sight 
in  the  woods,  the  order  only  reached  him  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  mwted  **  Chimneys" 
on  the  map.  While  giving  orders  thus,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  leave  my  place  in  the 
open  field,  because  it  was  one  where  my  staff 
officers,  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  command, 
could  immediately  find  me  on  their  retmn,  and 
thus  I  could  get  information  from  all  points  at 
6nce,  and  utilize  the  many  eyes  of  my  staff  and 
those  of  my  subordinate  commanders,  instead  of 
going  to  some  special  point  myself,  and  neglect 
all  others. 

The  time  had  not  arrived,  m  my  judgment,  for 
me  to  do  that  It  may  be  that  at  this  time  it 
was  that  General  Sheridan  thought  I  did  not 
exert  myself  to  inspire  confidence  m  the  troops 


that  broke  under  a  not  very  severe  fire.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  my  personal  presence  for 
such  purpose  reported  from  any  part  of  the 
field. 

The  time  which  elapsed  before  hearing  from 
Greneral  Crawford  or  General  Griffin  convinced 
me  they  must  have  passed  on  beyond  the  right 
of  General  Ayres.  Leaving  sufficient  means  to 
send  any  important  information  after  me,  I  then 
rode  rapidly  to  the  right,  near  the  Chimneys, 
and  was  received  with  a  considerable  fire  from 
the  enemy  across  the  open  field.  As  I  afterward 
learned,  tiie  fire  from  this  position  of  the  enemy 
occasioned  some  unsteadiness  in  General  Avree' 
right,  and  also  caused  the  left  of  General  Chraw- 
ford  to  oblique  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  the 

Erotectiou  of  the  ridge  and  trees.  I  remiained 
ere  till  General  Griffin  arrived  with  his  division, 
when  I  directed  him  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
right  of  General  Ayres,  and  this  he  proceeded 
to  do.  I  then  rode  back  to  General  Ayres'  posi- 
tion, and  found  that  he  had  captured  the  eneiDiy's 
extreme  left,  and  some  thousand  prisoners.  This 
information  I  sent  to  General  Griffin,  and  them 
rode  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  direct  General 
Crawford,  as  circumstances  mi^ht  require. 

Before  proceeding  farther,  I  will  give  quota- 
tions from  Major  Cope's  report  rehiting  to  the 
preceding : 

**  You  sent  me  to  General  Griffin  with  an  order 
to  bring  his  division  toward  the  White  Oak 
Road,  by  the  flank,  in  order  to  be  in  better  sup- 
porting distance  of  the  second  division.  Also  to 
inform  General  Crawford  that  he  was  goin^ 
somewhat  too  far  to  the  ri^ht  I  found  Gtoerals 
Griffin  and  Crawford  to  the  right  of  the  Chim- 
neys, and  eave  them  your  orders.  At  this  time 
the  enemy  had  a  line  of  skirmishers  ronniib^  frotn 
the  left  of  their  line  of  works,  by  the  Sidney 
House,  toward  Hatcher's  Run.  You  came  to 
where  Greneral  Griffin  was,  and  then  returned  to 
the  White  Oak  Road,  where  I  joined  you  a  fe^ir 
minutes  after.  The  part  of  we  enemy's  line 
where  you  were  had  been  carried  by  Uenenl 
Ayres,  and  you  sent  me  again  to  Gkneral  (Griffin, 
with  this  information,  and  with  an  order  to  pxah 
forward  as  fast  as  possible.  He  had  olreadj 
reached  the  Sidney  House,  and  was  pushing  for- 
ward across  the  field.  I  delivered  your  order, 
and  gave  him  the  direction  to  advance,  whidi 
was  west" 

I  also  annex  an  extract  from  General  Ayree' 
report,  describing  his  operations  after  the  for* 
ward  movement  began : 

"  After  moving  through  a  wood  into  an  open- 
ing, the  skirmishers  engaged  those  of  die  enonj, 
pushing  them  back.  Soon  after  crossing  the 
White  Oak  Road,  finding  the  enemy's  &e  to 
come  from  the  left,  I  changed  front  to  the  left 
by  facing  the  Second  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
filing  it  to  the  left  Not  to  lose  time,  I  also  threw 
the  First  brigade"  (his  reserve)  **  into  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  the  Second.  The  Third  bri- 
gade, soon  after  engaging  the  enemy,  finding  its 
right  flank  in  the  air  (I  must  confess  that  I  ex- 
perienced anxiety  also  on  this  account)  portiions 
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'  of  it  were  very  ungteady,  but  subsequenHy  moved 
ap  and  bore  meir  part  of  Hie  action  in  a  handsome 
manner.  After  this  change  of  front,  the  troops 
were  pnshed  forward  and  soon  came  npon  the 
kfl  flank  of  the  enemy,  which  was  thrown  back 
at  right  angles  with  his  main  line,  and  covered 
by  a  strong  breastwork,  screened  behind  a  dense 
nndergrowth  of  pines,  and  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  length.  This  breastwork  my  troops 
charged,  and  took  it  at  the  bayonet's  point,  cap- 
tEring,  in  carrying  it,  over  one  thousand  pris- 
oners and  several  battle^flags.  HaUifw  tJiere  a 
short  time  by  Ghneral  Sheridan's  oraer^  tiU  it 
was  appareni  the  enemy  were  givina  away  gen- 
eraUy,  I  pushed  forward  rapidly,  noldin^  my 
men  in  hand,  and  r  arching  steadily  in  hue  of 
battle." 

I  have  italicised  the  *' halting  there,"  &c.,  be- 
cause it  shows  that  General  Sheridan  mocUfied 
his  own  order  not  to  halt  No  order  tr  halt  was 
given  by  me.  What  caused  the  general  giving 
way  of  the  enemy  while  General  Ayres  was 
halted  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  was  due  to 
the  operations  elsewhere  directed. 

It  will  be  seen  ^at  the  rapid  change  of  front 
by  General  Ayres,  necessitated  by  the  unex- 
pected condition  of  things,  unavoidably  threw 
nis  flank  temporarily  "in  air."  Had  the  line 
CTadually  swung  round,  by  wheeling,  General 
Crawford  would  have  been  on  his  right,  but  as 
it  was,  the  change  Lad  the  momentary  effect  to 
leave  General  Crawford  "  en  echelon,"  in  rear  of 
Ayres'  right  It  happened,  also,  that  the  right 
of  C^eneral  Ayres  became  exposed,  too,  to  a  nre 
from  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  around 
Sidney's.  Ckneral  Crawford's  left  encountered 
this  same  fire,  as  it  came  up  on  General  Ayres' 
right,  and  the  effect  was  to  cause  Crawford's  line 
to  oblique  somewhat  to  the  right  to  gain  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  ridges,  but  it  kept 
steadOy  moving  on  in  the  enemy's  rear— a  threat- 
ening movement  which  made  tiie  position  of  the 
ettemj  no  longer  tenable,  assailed  as  he  was 
bo^  in  front  and  flank  besides. 

I  will  now  extract  from  General  Crawford's 
report  After  giving  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
attack  that  I  had  furnished  him  with  (see  p.  358), 
he  says: 

"  In  obedience  to  this  order  we  crossed  Grav- 
elly Run;  crossed  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
changed  direction  to  the  left  and  advanced  direct- 
ly west  We  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmii^- 
ers  shortly  after  moving,  driving  them  steadily 
back.  Our  wav  led  through  bogs,  tangled 
woods,  and  thickets  of  pine,  interspersed  with 
<^>en  spaces  here  and  there.  The  connection 
between  the  Second  division  and  my  line,  could 
not  be  maintained.  I  received  an  order  from 
both  C^eral  Sheridan  and  General  Warren,  to 
press  rapidly  forward.  I  urged  on  the  entire 
commana.  deneral  Coiflter's  brigade,  from  being 
in  smpport  of  my  rear,  was  brought  to  fill  the 
gap  between  me  and  the  Second  divisior.  I 
pressed  immediately  on  and  found  myself  in  the 
enemy's  rear  on  the  Ford  Road,  which  I  crossed." 
*    ♦    •*  Just  at  this  point  the  enemy  opened  on 


ray  centre  and  left  flank  a  very  heavy  fire. 
Major-General  Warren  arrivipg  on  the  neld  at 
that  moment,  directed  me  to  swlvance  immedi- 
ately down  the  Ford  Road,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  was  selected  for  that  purpose.  Two 
regiments,  commanded  by  Major  Funk,  placed 
on  what  was  then  the  left  of  me  road,  and  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  were  on  the  right,  supported 
by  the  other  two  brigades,  *  en  echelon,  I  ad- 
vanced at  once,  and  captured  a  battery  of  four 
guns  and  the  battle-^ag  of  the  Thirty- second 
Virginian  infantry.  We  then  changed  direction 
and  advanced  again  in  a  south-west  direction, 
the  enemy  flying  before  us,  though  keeping  up 
a  desultory  firing." 

General  Griflfin's  report  says : 

"Immediately  after,  the  order  to  advance 
against  the  enemy  was  given,  with  instructions 
to  the  division  tlmt  after  it  had  crossed  the  road 
it  was  to  change  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to  ' 
strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  After  ad- 
vancing about  a  mile,  and  finding  nothing  in 
front,  save  d  few  cavaliy  videttes,  and  there  be- 
ing heavy  volleys  of  musketry  to  the  left  and 
rear,  the  division  was  halted.''^ 

This  halting  under  the  circumstances,  was 
a  commendable  exercise  of  discretion.  He  savs 
that,  a  personal  examination  showing  him  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  he  marched  in  that  direction. 
To  effect  this  same  thing  I  had  sent  Major  Cope 
to  him,  as  already  stated.  A  small  portion  of  , 
General  Griffin's  division  became  separated  in 
the  woods  from  the  rest,  and  continued  on 
with  (General  Crawford's  division,  and  was  used 
by  me  on  the  Ford  Road.  General  Griffin,  hav- 
ing made  proper  dispositions,  "  moved  against 
the  enemy  at  double-quick,"  taking  his  breast- 
works and  one  thousand  five  himdred  prison- 
ers. 

As  stated  by  General  Crawford,  I  came  up 
with  his  division  near  B.  Boiseau's  after  he  had 
crossed  the  Ford  Road.  He  had  been  drivine 
back  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  all  the  way,  and 
continually  turning  the  left  of  any  force  oppos- 
ing (Jenerals  Ayres  and  Griffin.  I  at  once  di- 
rected his  line  to  swing  round  to  face  south- 
ward, as  we  had  now  closed  up  the  outlet  for 
the  enemy's  escape  northward,  and  to  move 
down  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  the 
forks  of  the  road,  a  point  well  indicated  to  us 
by  the  firing  of  s<^me  pieces  of  artillery  there 
by  the  enemy.  General  Crawford's  troops  soon 
encountered  a  stiff  line  of  the  enemy  formed  to 
meet  him,  and  from  the  fire  of  which  General 
Coulter's  brigade  suffered  severely.  The  con- 
test, however,  was  short,  for  the  enemy,  now 
pressed  front,  flank  and  rear,  mostly  threw  down         f 

Nor. — General  Sheridan's  report  state?  that  he  directed 
General  McKenzio  to  swing  roond  on  the  right  of  the  infuntrj 
and  gain  the  Ford  Road,  so  as  to  cut  olT  the  enemy's  escape 
that  way.  As  General  McKenxie  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
there  till  after  the  infantry  had  gained  the  road,  I  asked  of 
him  the  nature  of  his  operations.  He  informed,  me  that  in 
attempting  to  execute  his  order  he  (bund  himself  north  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  moving  directly  away  from  the  battle, 
which  seemed  heavy.  He  therefore  (as  General  QrifBn  had 
done)  moved  back  toward  the  White  Oak  Road, so  as  to  take 
port  in  the  action. 
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their  arms.  Three  guns  of  the  captured  bat- 
tery were'  found  on  the  road,  where  they  had 
been  stopped  in  their  attempt  to  escape  north- 
ward. 

Immediately  after  the  forks  were  gained  I 
directed  General  Crawford  to  change  front 
again  to  the  right,  and  march  toward  the  sound 
of  the  firing,  so  as  agsdn  to  take  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  rear,  and  this  he  at  once  did.  I  also 
directed  a  cavalry  brigade,  which  had  been 
kept  mounted,  and  wmch  now  came  rapidly 
along  the  Ford  Road  toward  me,  not  to  move 
along  it  further,  but  to  file  to  their  left  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  Qeneral  Crawford  had 
taken. 

I  then  passed  down  the  Ford  Road,  and  on 
reaching  the  forks,  turned  to  the  right  along  the 
White  Oak  Road.  The  troops  were  joyous  and 
filled  with  enthusiasm  at  their  success,  but 
somewhat  diso^anized  thereby  and  by  their 
marching  and  fighting  so  long  in  the  woods. 
On  my  arriving  at  the  point  £  (see  map),  I  found 
tiiat  our  advance  there  was  stayed  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  formed  a  new  line  for  their  left  flank 
near  the  position  F,  while  they  yet  main- 
tained their  front  against  our  cavalry  on  the 
south.  Though  the  orders  had  been  not  to  halt, 
and  many  officers  were  then  urging  their  men 
forward,  the  disordered  men,  not  feeling  the  in- 
fluence of  their  commanders,  contmued  to  fire 
without  advancing. 

Accompanied  by  Captain  Benyaurd  and  the 
portion  of  my  st^  then  present,  I  rode  out  to 
the  front  and  called  those  near  me  to  follow. 
This  was  inmiediately  responded  to.  Eve^- 
where  along  the  front  the  color-bearers  and  offi- 
cers snrang  out,  and,  without  more  firing,  our 
men  aavanced,  capturing  aU  the  enemy  remain- 
ing. 

During  this  last  charge  my  horse  was  festally 
shot  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  where  the 
enemy  made  his  last  stand,  an  orderly  by  my 
side  was  killed,  and  Colonel  Richardson,  of  the 
Seventh  Wisconsin,  who  sprang  between  me 
and  the  enemy,  was  severely  wounded. 

I  sent  General  Bankhead,  after  the  last  of  the 
enemy  had  been  captured,  to  General  Sheridan 
to  report  the  result  and  receive  his  instructions. 
He  returned  with  the  reply  that  my  instructions 
had  been  sent  me.  At  seven  p.  m.  they  reached 
me,  and  were  as  follows : 

"Major-General  Warren,  commanding  the 
Fifth  army  corps,  is  relieved  from  duty,  and 
will  report  at  once  for  orders  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Grant,  commanding  armies  United 
States." 

I  at  once  asked  of  General  Sheridan  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order,  but  could  obtain  none. 
•  The  Fifth  corps,  in  this  battle,  captured  3,244 
men,  with  their  arms,  eleven  regimental  colors, 
and  one  four-gun  battery  with  ite  caissons. 

It  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  634  men,  of 
which  300  were  in  General  Crawford's  division, 
205  in  General  Ayres'  division,  and  125  in  Gen- 
eral Griffin's  division.  Among  these  were  sev- 
eral distinguished  officers  of   high   promise. 


Their  names  will  be  duly  recorded  in  the  official 
reports. 

OONGLUSIOK. 

I  believe  there  never  was  a  previous  period 
of  my  military  life  when  the  operations  I  have 
described  would  not  have  gained  me  the  nraise 
of  my  superior.  I  have  seen  nearly  ail  the 
principal  officers  of  my  command,  and  all  mrite 
in  telling  me  that  thev  r^;ard  my  treatment  as 
unjust.  General  Grimn  assured  me  he  would  ao 
express  himself  at  suitable  opportunity  to  Gen- 
eral Sheridan.  Of  the  many  expressions  oi 
sympathy  I  have  received  from  members  of  my 
corps,  the  following  letter,  sent  me  unsolicited, 
but  published  here  by  permission,  written  hj 
one  of  its  most  worthy  officers — Colonel  T.  F. 
McCoy,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers — is  given  as  a  type : 

"  I  had  expected  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing you  before  retiring  from  the  service,  penon- 
ally  paving  my  respecte,  and  bidding  you  a  kind 
farewell ;  but  it  was  ordered  otherwise.  A  mew 
glimpse  of  you,  as  we  passed  through  Peters- 
burg on  our  march  North,  was  the  last  sight  the 
Fifw  corps  had  of  their  beloved  commander.  1 
can  most  truthfully  assure  you  of  your  great  p(^ 
ularity  with  the  corps,  both  officers  and  men ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  further,  that  it  was  a  pre- 
vailing sentiment  that  it  was  a  well-merited  pop- 
ularity. I  spea^  freely  and  frankly.  I  can 
realize  how  gratifying  it  is  to  a  commanding 
officer  to  know  that  he  has  the  love  and  respect 
of  his  men. 

"  On  the  second  of  April,  when  it  was  known 
that  you  had  been  taken  from  us,  there  was  min- 
gled surprise,  r^ret,  and  gloom.  I  have  read  and 
re-read,  again  and  again,  General  Sheridan's  re- 

gort  of  the  battle  of  the  Five  Forks,  and  in  my 
umble  judgment,  he  utterly  fails  in  justifying  hw 
conduct  in  your  removal  Even  ii  what  is  as- 
serted were  true,  (which  1  do  not  believej  in 
view  of  your  past  valuable  services  to  the 
country,  and  more  especially  to  your  corps,  and 
you  in  command,  having,  in  a  great  measnre, 
gained  by  its  splendid  conduct  that  afternoon, 
the  'most  important  victory  of  the  campaign ; 
and  while  thanks  and  shouts  were  going  up  to 
Heaven  for  the  great  achievement,  to  relieve 
from  his  honored  command  one  of  the  principal 
heroes  was  an  act  most  strange  and  no  less  as- 
tounding. This  is  merely  the  substance  of  what 
has  been  in  my  mind,  and  which  I  would  have 
been  pleased  to  have  expressed  to  you  P^^'son- 
ally,  could  I  have  met  you  at  any  proper  p«iod 
since.  I  look  back  upon  this  battle  of  the  Fire 
Forks  with  great  interest,  it  being  the  turnip 
point  of  the  great  movements  from  which  flowed 
so  many  favorable  and  glorious  results.  Then, 
I  have  a  more  personal  interest  in  it  from  the 
fact  of  my  regiment  cofiducting  itself  so  wdl 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  thanks  (rf 
General  Baxter  on  the  field.'* 

It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  that  tiia 
suddenness  of  my  removal  nas  prevented  ny 
taking  an  appropriate  leave  of  my  command, 
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and  thereby  to  express  to  them  my*  warm  wishes 
for  their  future,  and  my  sympathy  with  them, 
whatever  that  future  may  be. 

I  feel,  too,  that  many  to  whom  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  carry  with  them  to  their 
homes  my  testimony  of  their  services  have  been 
da)rived  of  it  So  far  as  this  can  be  remedied, 
I  snaU  be  glad  to  do  so  yet.  I  also  hope  that 
those  who  may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  dis- 
iribution  of  honors  will  write  to  me,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  promote  their  just  claims  as  far  as 
my  endorsement  can. 

No.  119  Eask  BsTSKTSiirra  Otkbo, 
Niv  ToBK  Cm,  December  10, 186S. 

Appendix, 

I  give  herein  an  appendix  of  all  the  authorita- 
tive oommunications  yet  published  on  the  battle 
of  Five  Forks 

UTUR  PttOM  OBNIRAL  WABBEN  IN  BBOARD  TO  HIS 
BKZNO  BEUBVED    BT  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

tt  Itensom  Rrm,  TlmradAy,  May  U,  1866. 

'^  To  iheEditan  of  the  New  York  Times: 

"  I  respectfully  request  the  publication  in  your 
paper  of  this  communication  and  accompanying 
letters  relating  to  the  battle  of  Five  Forks. 

"The  only  reason  I  have  heard  assigned  for 
relieving  me  at  that  time  were  the  surmises  of 
newspaper  correspondents,  which  there  is  no 
author!^  for.  But  an  unfriendly  spirit  toward 
me  wparently  dictated  their  suppositions,  and 
they  have  done  me  much  injustice.  I  was  re- 
lieved only  after  the  battle  was  over,  and  while 
at  tiie  head  of  my  troops,  and  when  not  even  a 
fugitive  of  the  enemy  was  in  sight 

**I  personaUy  sought  of  General  Sheridan  a 
reason  for  his  order ;  but  he  would  not,  or  could 
not,  give  one,  and  declined  to  do  so.  I  obeyed 
the  order  to  report  to  General  Grant  that  night, 
and  was  by  him  assi^ed  to  the  command  of  the 
defences  at  City  Pomt  and  Bermuda  Hundred. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
bore,  I  was  given  the  command  of  the  troops  at 
the  ktter  place  and  along  the  Southside  Railroad, 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  When 
these  troops  were  relieved  by  troops  from  the 
Army  of  uie  James,  I  was  left  in  Petersburg 
awaiting  orders.  I  then  addressed  a  letter  (copy 
sent  herewith^,  dated  April  ninth,  to  General 
Bawlins,  Chief^  of  Staff,  soliciting  an  investiga- 
tiwL  On  the  twenty-second  April,  I  sent  an- 
other, reauesting  permission  to  publish  the  first 
one,  for  tlie  reasons  set  forth  therein  (copy  sent 
herewith).  On  the  second  May,  I  telegraphed 
Colond  Bowers,  Adjutant^eneral,  to  ascertain 
if  these  had  been  received,  and  he  answered, 
fliey  'were  received,  the  latter  during  General 
Oranfs  absence.  Orders  have  been  sent  you 
(me)  to  report  here,  when  you  can  see  the  Gen- 
eral' 

**  On  May  third,  I  received  by  teleeraph  an 
extract  from  General  Orders  No.  78,  of  May  first, 
asaigninK  me  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Mississippi    I  at  once  proceeded  to 


Washington,  and,  after  a  personal  interview 
with  G^eneral  Grant,  received,  on  th'b  sixth  of 
May,  an  answer  to  my  communications  of  the 
ninth  and  twenty-second  April,  authorizing  my 
publishing  them,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  not 
granting  me  the  investigation  sought  A  copy 
of  this  letter  is  herewith  sent. 

**  Having  thus  exhausted  my  means  of  Retting 
at  the  cause  of  my  being  relieved  by  Genersd 
Sheridan,  I  present  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  operations  on  the  first  of  April : 

**  The  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  March  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  send 
a  portion  of  my  corps  durine  the  night  to  sup- 
port General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  which  had  been 
forced  back  to  near  Dinwiddle  Court  House.  One 
of  my  divisions  was  thus  compelled  to  march  all 
night,  after  having  fought  all  day,  and  the  rest 
of  the  corps  mov^  toward  the  enemy  that  con- 
fronted the  cavalry  at  daybreak. 

^  Our  presence  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy  compelled  him  to  fall  back  rapidly  to  the 
vicinity  of  me  Five  Forks,  and  Gkneial  Sheridan, 
on  advancing  with  the  cavalry,  found  him  slightiy 
intrenched  there.  This  force  proved  to  oe  a 
complete  division  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and 
all  the  cavalry  of  Lee's  army. 

**I  received  an  order  from  General  Meade, 
after  joining  General  Sheridan,  to  report  to  him 
for  duty,  which  I  did.  and  the  corps  was  halted 
by  his  airection  at  the  point  where  we  joined 
hun,  about  eight  a.m.  At  one  p.m.  I  was  di- 
rected to  bring  up  the  corps  to  Gravelly  Run 
Church,  a  distance  of  about  two  and  three-fourths 
miles  from  where  they  had  been  halted,  and 
there  form  with  two  divisions  in  front  and  one 
in  reserve,  so  as  to  move  with  the  whole  corps, 
and  attack  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  on  the 
White  Oak  Road. 

^  My  line  was  formed  accordingly.  Ayres  on 
the  left, 'in  three  lines  of  battle;  Crawford  on 
the  right,  in  three  lines  of  battie ;  and  GrifiSn's 
division  in  reserve  in  masses.  This  occupied 
till  four  p.  M.  The  forward  movement  then  be- 
gan. General  Ayres'  division  became  first  en- 
gaged, wheeling  to  the  left,  from  facine  north 
to  facing  west,  as  it  advanced.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  also  wheeled  to  the  left  on  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  as  on  a  pivot,  but  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground  and  forests,  and  the  greater  dis- 
tance to  gain,  he  lost  his  connection  witii  Gen- 
eral Ayres. 

"  Into  the  interval  thus  left  General  Griffin's  di- 
vision was  placed.  These  two  divisions  steadily 
drove  in  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  moved  on  westward  till  it  gained 
the  road  leading  north  from  the  cenfre  of  the 
enemy's  position,  when  it  was  wheeled  to  the 
south,  and  attacked  the  troops  that  were  en- 
deavoring to  hold  this  road  as  an  outiet  for  es- 
cape. 

"All  the  divisions  now  closed  in  upon  the 
enemy,  capturing  the  artillery  that  was  attempt- 
ing to  move  north,  and  nearly  all  the  infantry, 
which  their  movements  had  thrown  in  the  great- 
est confusion.  I  successfully  followed  the  oper^ 
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tions  of  my  divisions  from  left  to  right,  being 
with  General  Crawford  when  the  position  was 
taken. 

"  While  these  movements  above  described  were 
going  on,  the  cavaligr  engaged  the  enemv  along 
his  whole  front,  which  was  facing  south.  The 
enemy  still  maintained  the  right  of  his  line,  con- 
fronting the  cavalry,  after  we  had  swept  awav 
his  left  and  centre ;  l)ut  the  Fifth  corps  crowd- 
ing along  the  line  without  waiting  to  re-form, 
captured  aU  who  remained,  as  it  swept  along. 

**  I  was  with  the  extreme  advance  in  the  last 
movement,  and  was  relieved  while  there  at 
seven  p.  m.,  the  battle  being  then  over,  and  not 
even  a  fugitive  enemy  in  sight 

"  The  following  are  copies  of  the  letters  here- 
in referred  to. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G.  K.  Warren, 

"  Mi^or-Oenoral  Volonteen." 

QENEBAL  WARBEN  TO  OOL.   BOWERS. 

"PEncRSBUBO,  April  22,  1885. 

"  To  Colonel  T.  8.  Bowers,  A.  Q,,  Headquarters 

Armies  of  United  States : 

"  Colonel  :  1  beg  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of 
communication  addressed  to  Headquarters  Ar- 
mies United  States,  on  the  ninth  instant,  with  the 
request  to  be  allowed  to  publish  the  same.  This 
will  relieve  me  and  my  friends  from  an  unpleas- 
ant relation  to  the  public,  will  answer  many 
letters  daily  received,  and  will  prevent  my 
silence  being  an  injury  to  me.  I  can  then 
patiently  await  the  investigation  that  I  do  not 
doubt  will  in  due  time  be  accorded  to  me. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
**G.  K.  Wabrbn, 

*  *  Mi^r-General  volnnteera. '' 

BEQUEST  FOB  AN  INVESTIOATION. 

"  PBiraaBuiw,  AprU  9,  1986. 
"  lb  Brkfodier-Oeneral  J.  A.  Rawlins,  Chief  of 

Staff',  Seadquarters  Armies  ^  United  States : 

"General:  The  order  of  General  Sheridan 
taking  from  me  the  command  of  my  corps  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  of  April,  after  the  victory 
was  won,  assigns  no  cause,  and  leaves  me  open 
to  the  inferences  now  finding  expression  in  the 
public  prints,  and  which  are  in  every  way  to  my 
prejudice. 

"  I  am  unconscious  of  having  done  anything 
improper  or  unbecoming  to  my  position,  or  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  or  neglected  any  order  or 
duty. 

"I  therefore  respectfully  request  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  admit 

"  I  make  this  application  now  while  awaiting 
orders,  which  I  deem  the  most  appropriate  time ; 
but  I  do  not  intend  nor  desire  to  press  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  consideration  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  until  he  can  give  it  his  attention  without 
interfering  with  more  important  duties.  The 
regard  already  shown  me,  in  immediately  assign- 
ing to  me  another  command  on  the  second 
instant)  gives  me  the  assurance  that  he  will  not 


deem  it  an  intrusion  to  solicit  an  opportimilv  to 
vindicate  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a  faithful 
soldier  of  the  Union,  who  waits  in  silence  under 
an  xmmerited  injury,  till  such  time  as  his  supe- 
rior shall  be  ready  to  give  him  a  hearing. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,, 
"G.  K.  Warren, 

^'  Major-Gonenl  Volantewi." 

QENEBAL  OBANT^S  REPLY. 

**  Hbadqvakkbs  AsioB  OP  TBK  Urhsd  Suib,! 
"  WASHiNGTOjf ,  May  8,  1885.       J 

"  To  Mcyor-Oenercd  Q.  K.  Warren: 

"  General  :  Your  note,  requesting  authority  to 
publish  your  application  for  an  investigation  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  were  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Fifth  army  corps,  or  to  have 
the  investigation,  is  received. 

*^  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  ^ve  the  court 
and  witnesses  necessary  for  the  investigation, 
but  I  see  nothing  in  your  application  objection- 
able to  have  published. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"U.  S.  Grant, 

«<  Lientenant-GeoenL" 

The  following  report,  it  will  be  perceived, 
contradicte  no  statement  of  my  letter  of  May  IL 
It  is  copied  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal: 

RBPOBT  OE  MAJOB^ENEBAL  SHEBIDAN. 

"  CivALRT  Hkadquaictss,  Maj  18, 1866. 

**  Genbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tJie 
following  narrative  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  campaign  in  front  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  terminating  with  flie 
surrender  of  the  rebel  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia, 
on  April  9, 1865 : 

***** 

"  During  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  of  Mardi, 
my  headauarters  were  at  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  and  the  Lieutenant-General  notified  me 
that  the  Fifth  corps  would  report  to  me,  and 
should  reach  me  about  midnight  This  corps 
had  been  offered  me  on  the  thirtieth  instant ;  but 
very  much  desiring  the  Sixth  corps,  which  had 
been  with  me  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  I  asked 
for  it,  but  on  account  of  the  delay  which  would 
occur  in  moving  that  corpfe  from  its  position  in 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg,  it  could  not  be 
sent  to  me.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
brief  accounts  of  tiie  operations  of  the  day,  the 
response  to  which  was  the  ordering  of  the  Fifth 
corps  to  my  support  and  my  command,  as  also 
the  dispateh  from  the  Lieutenant-General  noti- 
fying me  of  his  action.  I  understood  that  the 
Fifth  corps,  when  ordered  to  report  to  me,  was 
in  position  near  Sr  Dabney's  house,  in  the  angle 
between  the  Boydton  Road  and  the  Five  Forks 
Road. 

"Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to 
the  expectations  of  the  Lieutenan^General,  mere 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  litde  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantary  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  Court  House.   Ayres*  division  moved 
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down  the  Boydton  Plankrroad  during  the  night, 
'  and  in  the  morning  moved  west  via  R.  Bois- 
eau*8  house,  striking  the  Five  Forks  Road  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Dinwiddle  Court 
House.  General  Warren,  with  Griffin's  and 
Crawford's  divisions,  moved  down  the  road  by 
Crump's  house,  coming  into  the  Five  Forks  Road, 
near  J.  Boiseau's  house,  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  April. 
Meantime  I  moved  my  cavalry  force  at  day- 
light against  the  enemy's  lines  in  front,  which 
gave  way  rapidly,  movmg  off  by  the  ri^ht  flank 
and  crossing  Chamberlain's  Creek.  This  hasty 
movement  was  accelerated  by  the  discovery  that 
two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  were  in 
their  rear  and  that  one  division  was  moving 
toward  their  left  and  rear. 

"  The  following  were  the  instructions  sent  to 
General  Warren : 

**  Catalkt  Hbaoquartiss,  DmwiDmi  Court  Hodsi,  \ 
April  1,  18«6,  8  1.  M.  J 

"  3b  Mqjor'Chneral  Wcnren^  commanding  Fifth 

Army  Corps: 

"  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddle  Court 
House,  on  the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's 
division.  The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front, 
lying  so  as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  A. 
Adams'  house,  which  leads  out  across  Chamber- 
bin's  Bed  or  Run.  I  understand  you  have  a  di- 
vision at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line,  and  almost  on  his  flanks.  I 
will  hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack 
Caster  at  daylight ;  if  so,  attack«instantly  and 
in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight  any  how,  and 
I  will  make  an  effort  to  get  the  road  this  side  of 
Adams'  house ;  and  if  I  do,  you  can  capture  Xhe 
whole  of  them.  Any  force  moving  down  the 
road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White  Oak  Road, 
will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  aU  proba- 
bility, get  any  force  that  may  escape  you  by  a 
flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my  leaving  here.  K 
&e  enemy  remains,  I  shall  fi^ht  at  daylight 
"  P.  fl.  SherIdan, 

"  Mi^r-General.»» 

"As  they  fell  back,  the  enemy  were  rapidly 
followed  by  General  Merritt's  two  divisions, 
General  Devin  on  the  right  and  General  Custer  on 
the  left,  General  Crook  in  the  rear.  During  the 
remainder  of  Ae  day,  General  Crook's  division 
held  the  extreme  left  and  rear,  and  was  not  seri- 
ouflly  engaged. 

••I  then  determined  that  I  would  drive  the 
enemy,  with  the  cavalry,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
press  them  inside  of  their  works,  and  make  a 
leint  to  turn  their  right  flank ;  and,  meanwhile, 
quietiy  move  up  the  Fifth  coirps,  with  a  view  to 
attacking  their  left  flank,  crush  the  whole  force, 
if  possible,  and  drive  westward  those  who  might 
escape,  thus  isolating  them  from  their  army  at 
Petersburg.  Happily,  this  conception  was  suc- 
cessfully executed.  About  this  time  General 
McKenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  from  the  Army 
of  the  James,  reported  to  me,  and  consisted  of 


about  one  thousand  effective  men.  I  directed 
General  Warren  to  hold  fast  at  J.  Boiseau's 
house,  refresh  his  men,  and  be  ready  to  move  to 
the  front  when  required ;  and  General  McKen- 
zie  was  ordered  to  rest  in  front  of  Dinwiddle 
Court  House  imtil  further  orders. 

"  Meantime,  General  Merritt's  command  contin- 
ued to  press  the  enemy,  and,  by  impetuous 
charges,  drove  them  from  two  lines  of  tempo- 
rary works;  General  Custer  guiding  his  ad- 
vance on  the  widow  Gilliam's  house,  and  Gen- 
eral Devin  on  the  main  Five  Forks  Road.  The 
courage  displayed  by  the  cavalry  officers  and 
men  was  superb,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  en- 
emy was  behind  his  works  on  the  White  Oak 
Road,  and  his  skirmish  line  drawn  in.  I  then 
ordered  up  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  main  road, 
and  sent  Brevet  Major  Gillespie,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, to  turn  the  head  of  the  colunm  off  on  wlQ 
Gravelly  Church  Road,  and  put  the  corps  in  po- 
sition on  this  road,  obliquely  to  and  at  a  point 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak  Road, 
and  about  one  mile  from  the  Five  Forks.  Two 
divisions  of  the  corps  were  to  form  the  front 
line,  and  one  division  was.  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve, in  columns  of  regiments,  opposite  the 
centre. 

"I  then  directed  General  Merritt  to  demon- 
strate as  though  he  was  attempting  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  notifiea  that  the 
Fifth  corps  would  strike  the  enemy's  left 
flMik,  and  ordered  that  the  cavahry  should 
assault  the  enemy^s  works  as  soon  as  the  Fifth 
corps  became  engaged,  and  that  would  be  de- 
termined by  the  volleys  of  musketry.  I  then 
rode  over  to  where  the  Fifth  corps  was  going^ 
into  position,  and  found  them  coming  up  very^ 
slowly.  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  attack  at 
once,  for  the  sun  was  getting  low,  and  we^had 
to  fieht  or  go  back.  It  was  no  place  to  in- 
trench, and  it  would  have  been  shameful  to  have 
eone  back  with  no  results  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  the  brave  men  who  had  fallen  during 
the  day.  In  tins  connection,  I  will  say  that  Gen- 
eral Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get  up  his 
corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  oone ;  and 
his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sim  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  coula  be  completed.  As  soon  as 
the  corps  was  in  position,  I  ordered  an  advance 
in  the  following  formation :  Ayres'  division  on 
the  left,  in  double  lines ;  Crawford's  division  on 
right,  in  double  lines ;  and  Griffin's  division  in 
reserve,  behind  Crawford's ;  and  the  White  Oak 
Road  was  reached  without  opposition. 

"  While  General  Warren  was  getting  into  po- 
sition, I  learned  that  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  my  right,  had 
been  swung  around  from  the  direction  of  its  line 
of  battle  until  it  fronted  on  the  Boydton  Road, 
and  parallel  to  it,  which  offered  an  opportunity 
to  the  enemy  to  march  down  the  White  Oak 
Road  and  attack  me  in  right  and  rear.  General 
McKenzie  was  therefore  sent  up  the  Camp  Road, 
with  directions  to  gain  the  Wnite  Oak  Koad,  if 
possible  ;  but  to  attack  at  all  hazards  any  enemy 
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found,  and,  if  successful,  then  march  down  the 
road  and  join  me.  (Jeneral  McKenzie  executed 
this  with  courage  and  skill,  attacking  a  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  driving 
it  toward  Petersburg.  He  then  countermarched, 
and  joined  me  on  the  White  Oak  Road  just  as 
the -Fifth  corps  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  I  di- 
rected him  to  swing  round  with  the  right  of  the 
infantry  and  gain  possession  of  the  Ford  Road 
at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  Fifth 
corps,  on  reaching  the  White  Oak  Road,  made  a 
left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the  enemy's  left  flank 
and  rear  like  a  tornado,  and  pushed  rapidly  on, 
orders  having  been  given  that,  if  the  enemy  was 
routed,  there  should  be  no  halt  to  re-form  broken 
lines.  As  stated  before,  the  firing  of  the  Fifth 
corps  was  the  signal  of  General  Merritt  to  as- 
sault, which  was  promptly  responded  to,  and 
the  works  of  the  enemy  were  soon  carried  at 
several  points  bv  our  brave  cavalrymen.  The 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  strong  line  of 
works  and  completely  routed,  the  Fifth  corps 
doubling  up  their  left  flank  in  confusion,  and 
the  cavairy  of  General  Merritt  dashing  on  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  capturing  their  artillery  and 
turning  it  upon  them;  and  riding  into  their 
broken  ranks  so  demoralized  them  that  they 
made  no  serious  stand  after  their  line  was  car- 
ried, but  took  to  flight  in  disorder.  Between 
five  thousand  and  six  thousand  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands,  and  the  fugitives  were  driven 
westward,  and  were  ptursued  until  long  after 
dark  by  Merritt's  and  McKenzie's  caval^  for  a 
distance  of  six  miles. 

^  During  this  attack  I  again  became  dissatisfied 
fWith  General  Warren.  During  the  engagement 
portions  of  his  line  gave  way,  when  not  exposed 
to  a  heavy  fire,  and  simply  for  want  of  confidence 
on  the  psit  of  the  troops,  which  General  Warren 
did  not  exert  himself  to  inspire.  I  therefore  re- 
lieved him  from  the  command  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
authority  for  this  action  having  been  sent  to  me 
before  the  battle,  unsolicited.  When  the  pur- 
suit was  given  up,  I  directed  General  GriflSn, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of 
the  Fifth  corps,  to  collect  his  troops  at  once, 
march  two  divisions  back  to  Gravelly  Church, 
and  put  them  into  position  at  right  angles  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  facing  toward  Petersburg, 
while  Bartlett's  division,  Grifl&n's  old,  covered 
the  Ford  Road  to  Hatcher's  Run.  General  Mer- 
ritt's  cavalry  went  into  camp  on  the  widow  Gil- 
liam's plantation,  and  General  McKenzie  took 
position  on  the  Ford  Road  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Run.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  battle,  and  of 
the  gallantry  of  their  commanding  officers,  who 
appeared  to  realize  that  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign and  fate  of  Lee's  army  depended  upon  it 
They  merit  the  thanks  of  the  countnr  and  reward 
of  the  government  To  Generals  Griffin,  Ayres, 
Bartlett,  and  Crawford,  of  the  Fifth  corps,  and 
to  Generals  Merritt,  Custer,  Devin,  and  McKenzie, 
of  the  cavalry,  great  credit  is  due ;  and  to  their 
subordinate  commanders  they  will  undoubtedly 
award  the  praise  which  is  due  to  them  for  the 


hearty  co-operation,  bravery,  and  ability  which  . 
were  everywhere  displayed. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  Four  obedient  servant, 

"P.  H.  Sheridan,  * 

"  M^)or<Genenl. 
"  Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

«  Chief  of  8Uff.» 

"  CATlUtT  HlJUlQCAKnBfl,         ) 

"  DonnDDiK  a  H.,  Hftrch  81,  IStt.  | 

**  LietUenarU-Chneral  Grcmt,  oomtnanding  AmUet 

Uniied  States: 

**  The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  about  ten 
o'clock  to-day,  on  the  road  coming  in  firom  the 
west,  and  a  Uttle  north  of  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  Thii 
attack  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  General 
Smith's  brigade  of  Crook's  division,  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  across  Chamberlain's  Creek. 
Shortiy  afterward,  the  enemy's  infantrv  attacked 
on  the  same  creek  in  heavy  force,  ana  drove  in 
General  Davies'  brigade,  and,  advancing  rapidly, 
gained  the  forks  of  the  road-  at  J.  BoiHeaus. 
This  forced  Devin,  who  was  in  advance,  and 
Davies,  to  cross  to  the  Boydton  Road.  General 
Gregg's  brigade  and  General  Qibbs',  who  had 
been  toward  Dinwiddle,  then  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  rear  very  handsomely.  This  stopped  the 
march  toward  the  left  of  our  infantry,  ana  finallr 
caused  them  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddle  and  attack 
us  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then  again  at- 
tacked at  Chamberlain's  Creek,  and  forced  Smith's 
position.  At  this  time  Capehart's  and  Penning- 
ton's brigade^  of  Custer's  division  came  up,  and 
a  very  handsome  fight  occurred. 

"  The  enemy  have  gained  some  ground,  but 
we  still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddle  C.  R,  and 
Davies  and  Devin  are  coming  down  the  Boydton 
Road  to  join  us. 

"  The  opposing  force  was.  Pickett's  divieioDL 
Wise's  Independent  Brigade  of  Infantry,  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee's,  Rosser's,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands. 

"  The  men  behaved  splendidly.  Our  lose  in 
killed  and  wounded  will  probably  number  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men ;  very  few  were  lost  aa 
prisoners. 

"  We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  priflonera. 
This  force  is  too  strong  for  us.  I  will  hold  out 
to  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  until  I  am  compelled  to 
leave. 

*'  Our  fighting  to-day  was  all  dismounted. 
"P.  H.  Shkridan, 

"  iUior4koenl" 

•'DiunniT  Unu,  March  81, 1805—10.06  r.  i. 

"  Mqior-Cfeneral  Sheridan  : 

"The  Fifth  corps  has  been  ordered  to  your 
support  Two  divisions  will  go  by  J.  Boiseau'a, 
and  one  down  the  Boydton  Road'  In  addition 
to  this,  I  have  sent  McKenzie's  cavalry,  whidi 
wiU  reach  you  by  the  Vaughan  Road. 

"  All  these  forces,  except  the  cavalry,  should 
reach  you  by  twelve  to-night 

**You  will  assume  command  of  the  whole 
force  sent  to  operate  with  you,  and  use  it,to  tiie 
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best  of  your  ability,  to  destroy  the  force  which 
your  command  has  fought  so  gallantly  to-day. 
"U.  S.  Grant, 
*'  Ltoatenant-CtaneraL  " 


Doa  41. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  OHICKAMAUGA. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

RraHMoirD^yjk.,  May  19,  18M. 
Tb  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Retpresentaiives : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering a  copy  of  the  reports  of  General  Brage  and 
his  subordinate  commanders,  of  the  batSe  of 
Chickamauga. 

Jeffbbson  Dayis. 


e  Seaxh  or  Axbdoa,  War  DcPABBmr, ) 
RraoxoND,  Va.,  May  10,  1804.        / 

To  His  EoBceUency  the  President : 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  the 
reports  of  General  Bragg  and  his  subordinate 
commanders,  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  A.  8eddon, 

SeoretaiyofWar. 

BBPOBT  OF  mNEEAL  BRAGG 
Warm  SPKCfOfli,  Qmugu,  December  28,  1868. 
Generd  8.  Cooper,  Acfftdani  General  C.  8,  -4., 

Richmond,  Va: 

Sm:  Most  of  the  subordinate  reports  of  the 
q)eration8  of  our  troops  at  the  batue  of  Chick- 
amauga, havine  been  received,  are  herewith 
forwarded  ;  cma  for  the  better  understanding  of 
tiie  movements  preceding  and  following  that 
important  event,  the  following  narrative  is  sub- 
mitted: 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  it  was  ascertained 
certainly  that  the  Federal  army  from  Middle 
Tennessee,  under  GrenenJ  Iwsecrans,  had 
crossed  the  mountains  to  Stevenson  and  Bridge- 
port His  force  of  effective  infantry  and  artillery 
pnounted  to  fully  seventy  thousand,  divided 
into  four  corps.  About  the  same  time.  General 
Bomside  advanced  from  Kentucky  towards 
Knorville,  East  Tennessee,  with  a  force  estimated 
by  the  General  commanding  tiiat  Department  at 
over  twenty-five  thousand.  In  view  of  the  great 
superiority  of  numbers  brought  against  nim, 
Gwieral  Buckner  concluded  to  evacuate  Knox- 
yille,  and,  with  a  force  of  about  five  thousand 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  his  cavalry,  took  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.  Two  brigades  of 
his  command,  Frazier*s,  at  Cumberland  Gap,  and 
Jackson's,  in  Northeast  Tennessee,  were  thus 
•evered  from  us.  The  enemy  having  already 
obtained  a  lodgment  in  East  Tennessee  by  an- 
other route,  the  continued  occupation  of  Cum- 
berland Gap  became  very  hazardous  to  the 
|amson,  and  comparatively  unimportant  to  us. 
Its  evacuation  was  accordingly  ordered,  but  on 
tile  appeal  of  its  commander,  stating  his  re- 
sources and  ability  for  defence,  favorably  en- 


dorsed by  Major-General  Buckner,  the  orders 
were  suspended  on  the  thirty-first  of  August 
The  main  body  of  our  army  was  encamped  near 
Chattanooga,  whilst  the  cavalry  force,  much  re- 
duced and  enfeebled  by  long  service  on  short 
rations,  was  recruiting  in  the  vicinity  of  Rome, 
Georgia.  Immediately  after  crossing  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Tennessee,  the  enemy  threw  a  corps 
bv  way  of  Sequatchie  Valley  to  strike  the  roar  of 
Gfeneral  Buctmer's  command,  whilst  Bumside 
occupied  him  in  front  One  division  already 
ordered  to  his  assistance  proving  insufficient  to 
meet  the  force  concentrating  on  him,  Buckner 
was  directed  to  withdraw  to  the  Hiawassee  with 
his  infantry,  artillery  and  supplies,  and  to  hold 
his  cavalry  in  front  to  check  the  enemv*s  ad- 
vance. As  soon  as  this  change  was  made,  the 
corps  threatening  his  rear  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  enemy  conmienced  a  movement  in  force 
against  our  left  and  rear.  On  the  last  of  August 
it  became  known  that  he  had  crossed  his  main 
force  over  the  Tennessee  River,  at  and  near 
Carpenter's  Ferry,  the  most  accessible  point 
from  Stevenson.  By  a  direct  route  he  was  now 
as  near  our  main  depot  of  supplies  as  we  were, 
and  our  whole  line  of  communication  was  ex- 
posed, whilst  his  was  partially  secured  by  moun- 
tains and  the  river.  By  the  timely  arrival  of 
two  small  divisions  from  Mississippi  our  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  was  now  a  little  over 
thirty-five  thousand,  with  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  strike  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 
Closelv  watched  by  pur  cavalry,  which  had  been 
brought  forward,  it  was  soon  ascertedned  that  the 
enemy's  general  moyement  was  towards  our  left 
and  rear,  in  the  direction  of  Dalton  and  Rome,^ 
keeping  Lookout  Mountain  between  us.  The* 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  want  of  supplies 
in  it,  with  the  presence  of  Bumside's  force  on 
our  right,  rendered  a  movement  on  the  enemy's 
rear  with  our  inferior  force  extremely  hazard- 
ous, if  not  impracticable.  It  was.  therefore, 
determined  to  meet  him  in  front  whenever  he 
should  emerge  from  the  mountain  gorges.  To  do 
this  and  hold  Chattanooga  was  impossible,  with- 
out such  a  division  of  our  small  force  as  to 
endanger  both  parts.  Accordingly  our  troops 
were  put  in  position  on  the  seventh  and  eighth 
of  September,  and  took  position  from  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill  to  Lafayette,  on  the  road  leading 
south  from  Chattanooga  and  fronting '  the  east 
slope  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  forces  on  tiie 
Hiawassee  and  at  Chickamauga  Station  took  the 
route  by  Ringgold.  A  small  cavabry  force  was 
left  in  observation  at  Chattanooga,  and  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  strongly  supported  by  cavalry,  was 
left  at  Ringgold  to  hold  the  raihroad  and  protect 
it  from  raids. 

As  soon  as  our  movement  was  known  to  the 
enemy,  his  corps  nearest  Chattanooga,  and  which 
had  been  threatening  Buckner's  rear,  was  thrown 
into  tiiat  place,  and  shortly  thereafter  com- 
menced to  move  on  our  rear  by  the  two  roads 
to  Lafayette  and  Ringgold.  Two  other  corps 
were  now  in  Will's  Valiey,  one  nearly  opposite 
the  head  of  McLemore's  Cove,  a  valley  formed 
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by  Lookout  Mountain  and  a  spur  of  the  main 
ridge  called  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  other  at 
or  near  Colonel  Winston's,  opposite  Alpine. 

During  the  ninth,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
column,  estimated  at  from  four  thousand  to  eight 
thousand,  had  crossed  Lookout  Moimtain  into 
the  cove,  by  way  of  Stevens*  and  Cooper's  Qaps. 
Thrown  off  his  guard  by  our  rapid  movement — 
apparently  in  retreat,  when,  in  reality,  we  had 
concentrated  opposite  his  centre— and  deceived 
by  the  information  from  deserters  and  others 
sent  into  his  lines,  the  enemy  pressed  on  his 
columns  to  intercept  us,  and  thus  exposed  him- 
self in  detail 

Major-Greneral  Hindman  received  verbal  in- 
structions on  the  ninth  to  prepare  his  division  to 
move  against  this  force,  and  was  informed  that 
another  division  from  Lieutenant-Greueral  Hill's 
command,  at  Lafayette,  would  join  him.  That 
evening  the  following  written  orders  were  issued 
lo  Generals  Hindman  and  Hill : 

HKADQUARran  Akmt  Tmwbbm,         \ 
Lee  and  Oordon'g  MiU,  llUC  p-  ».,  Sept.  9,  IMS.  / 

Mqjor-Oeneral  Hindmanj  commanding  Divit' 

iofi: 

GiNKRAL :  You  will  move  with  your  division 
immediately  to  Davis'  Cross-roads,  on  the  road 
from  Lafayette  to  Stevens'  Qap.  At  this  point 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication  witn  t^e 
column  of  General  Hill,  ordered  to  move  to  the 
same  point,  and  take  command  of  the  forces,  or 
report  to  the  oflficer  commanding  HiU's  column, 
according  to  rank.  If  in  command,  you  will 
move  upon  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  thous- 
and or  five  thousand  s^ng,  encamped  at  the 
foot  of  Lookout  Moimtain,  at  Stevens*  Gap. 
Another  column  of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  be 
at  Cooper's  (Jap— number  not  known. 
I  am,  General,  &c., 

ElKLOCH  PaLCONBR, 
AaBi8Uat*A(!Uatant-Generft). 

Hkadqcabtcrs  Abut  Tksswsosjl        \ 
Lee  and  Gordon's  MIU,  IIX  p.  m.,  Sept.  0, 1868.  / 

LtetOenant-Chneral  HiU,  commanding  Corps: 

Genebal  :  I  enclose  orders  given  to  General 
Hindman.  General  Bragg  directs  that  you  send 
or  take,  as  your  judgment  dictates,  Cleburne's 
division  to  unite  with  General  Hindman,  at 
Davis'  Cross-roads  to-morrow  morning.  Hind- 
man starts  at  twelve  o'clock  to-night,  and  he  has 
thirteen  miles  to  make.  The  commander  of  the 
column,  thus  united,  will  move  upon  the  enemy 
encamped  at  the  foot  of  Stevens*  Gap,  said  to  be 
four  thousand  or  five  thousand.  If  unforeseen 
circumstances  should  prevent  your  movement, 
notify  Hindman.  A  cavalry  force  should  accom- 
pany your  column.  Hindman  has  none.  Open 
communication  with  Hindman  with  your  cavalry 
in  advance  of  the  junction.  He  marches  on  the 
road  from  Dr.  Anderson's  to  Davis'  Cross-roads. 
I  am  General,  &c., 

ELiNLOCH  Falooxbr, 

Assistant  AdJataDt-OeneraL 

On  the  receipt  of  his  order,  during  the  night. 
General  Hill  replied  that  the  movement  required 


by  him  was  impracticable,  as  General  Clebiime 
was  sick,  and  both  the  gaps.  Dug  and  Catlett's. 
had  been  blocked  by  felung  timber,  which  would 
require  twenty-four  hours  for  its  removaL 

Not  to  lose  this  favorable  opportunity — ^Hind- 
man, by  a  prompt  movement,  oeing  already  in 
position — the  following  orders  were  issued  at 
eight  A.  M.,  on  the  10th,  for  Major-General  Bnck- 
ner  to  move  with  his  two  divisions  and  report 
to  Hindman: 

HKADQDlKnW  AftlCT  TBnmBB.         \ 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  8  a.  m.  ,  Sept.  10,  WSL  f 

Mqjor-Oenercd  Budkner^  Anderson's  : 

General  :  I  enclose  orders  issued  last  night  to 
(Generals  Hill  and  Hindman.  General  Hifi  has 
found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  part  assigned 
to  Cleburne's  division.  The  Geneiul  command- 
ing desires  that  you  will  execute,  without  delaj, 
the  order  issued  to  General  HilL  Tou  can  move 
to  Davis'  Cro^roads  by  the  direct  road,  from 
your  present  position  at  Anderson's,  along  whidi 
General  Hindman  has  passed. 
I  am,  Gteneral,  &c., 

GEORcn  W.  Brbi«t, 

Assistant  AiUatant-<3eMnL 

And  both  Hindman  and  Hill  were  notified. 
Hindman  had  halted  his  division  at  Moi^gan's, 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Davis'  Croes- 
roads,  in  the  cove,  and  at  this  point  Buckner 
joinea  him,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  ten^L 
Keports  fullv  confirming  previous  informatioDin 
regard  to  tLe  position  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
were  received  during  the  tenth,  and  it  became 
certain  that  he  was  moving  his  lliree  columns  to 
form  a  junction  upon  us,  at  or  near  Lafayette. 
The  corps  near  Colonel  Winston's,  moved  on  th« 
i  mountain  towards  Alpine,  a  point  twenty  miles 
south  of  us.  The  one  opposite  the  cove  continued 
its  movement,  and  threw  forward  its  advance  to 
Davis'  Cross-roads,  and  Crittenden  moved  from 
Chattanooga,  on  the  roads  to  Ringgold  and  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills.  To  strike  these  isolated 
conmiands  in  succession  was  our  obvious  policy. 
To  secure  more  prompt  and  decided  action  in 
the  movement  ordered  against  the  cnemy^s  cen- 
tre, my  head-quarters  were  removed  to  Lafay- 
ette, where  I  arrived  about  half-past  eleven,  pji, 
on  the  tenth,  and  Lieutenant-General  Polk  was 
ordered  forward  with  his  remaining  division  to 
Anderson's,  so  as  to  cover  Hindraan's  rear  during 
the  operations  in  the  cove.  At  Lafayette,  I  met 
Major  Nocquet,  engineer  oflScer  on  General 
Buckner 's  staff,  sent  by  General  Hindman,  atfer 
a  junction  of  thefr  conmiands,  to  confer  with  me, 
and  suggest  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations. 
After  hearing  the  reports  of  this  officer,  and  ob- 
taining from  the  active  and  energetic  cavalry 
conunander  in  front  of  our  position,  Brigadier- 
General  Martin,  the  latest  information  of  the 
enemy's  movementfl  and  position,  I  verbally  di- 
rected the  Major  to  return  to  General  Hiuaroan 
and  say  that  my  plans  could  not  be  changed,  and 
that  he  would  carry  out  his  orders.  At  &e  same 
time  the  following  written  orders  were  sent  to 
the  (jkneral  by  courier : 
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LAriTtm,  Oi. ,  IS  F.  v.,  September  10, 186S.  J 
Mnor-OeTieral  Bindmcm,  commanding,  etc, : 

(jBnkhal:  Headquarters  are'here^and  the  fol» 
lowing  is  the  information : 

Crittenden's  corps  is  advancing  on  ns  from 
Qiattanooga.  A  large  force  from  the  south  has 
advanced  to  within  seven  miles  of  this  point 
Polk  is  left  at  Anderson's  to  cover  your  rear. 
General  Bragg  orders  you  to  attack  and  force 
your  way  through  the  enemy  to  this  point  at 
the  earliest  hour  you  can  see  him  in  the  morn- 
ing. Glehume  wUl  attack  in  front  the  moment 
jour  guns  are  heard. 

I  am,  (General,  eta,  ^ 

GioROB  W.  Brbnt, 
AaBistant  A4]atant*GeneraL 

Orders  were  also  g^ven  for  Walker's  reserve 
corps  (0  move  promptly  and  join  Cleburne's 
division  at  Dug  Cfap,  to  unite  in  the  attack.  At 
the  ssBM  time  debume  was  directed  to  remove 
lU  obstructions  is  the  road  in  his  front,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  by  daylight  he  was 
ready  to  move.  The  obstructions  in  Gatlett's 
6^  were  also  ordered  to  be  removed,  to  clear 
the  road  in  Hindman's  rear.  Breckinridge's 
division,  Hill's  corps,  was  kept  in  position  south 
of  Lafayette  to  check  any  movement  the  enemy 
might  make  from  that  direction. 

At  daylight,  I  proceeded  to  join  debume  at 
Dog  Gap,  and  found  him  waiting  the  opening  of 
Hindman's  euns  to  move  on  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear,  lloet  of  the  day  was  spent  in  this 
position,  waiting  in  great  anxiety  for  the  attack 
by  Hindman's  colunm.  Several  couriers  and 
two  staff  officers  were  dispatched  at  different 
tnnes,  urging  him  to  move  with  promptness  and 
vigor.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  the 
fint  gun  was  heard,  when  the  advance  of  Gle- 
bnroe's  division  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken 
advantage  of  our  delay  and  retreated  to  the 
moontain  passes.  The  enemy  now  discovered 
his  error,  and  commenced  to  repair  it  by  with- 
drawing lus  corps  from  the  direction  of  Alpine, 
to  unite  with  toe  one  near  McLemore's  Gove, 
whilst  that  was  gradually  extended  towards 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  Our  movement  having 
tfaos  failed  in  its  justly  anticipated  results,  it 
was  deiennined  to  turn  upon  the  Third  corps  of 
the  enemy,  approaching  us  from  the  direction 
of  Qu^tanooga.  The  forces  were  accordingly 
withdrawn  to  La&yette,  and  Polk's  and  Walker^s 
corns  were  moved  immediately  in  the  direction 
of  Lee  and  GcnrdoA's  Mills.  The  one  corps  of 
the  enaxij  in  this  direction  was  known  to  be 
divided--- one  division  having  been  sent  to 
Ringgold.  Upon  leamiiig  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  from  our  cavalry  commander  in  that 
direction,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  Ldeu- 
tenant^nenil  Polk,  commanding  the  aavanoe 
forces*  was  directed  in  the  following  note : 

BMJWfJJoamm  Ammt  Timm,      \ 
LAPATSxn,  Oa.,  S  p.  m., September  IS.  / 

Limatnami^€hner<d  Polk  : 

GnrRAL :  I  enclose  yon  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Pegram.    This  presents  j^ou  a  fine  oppor- 

VoL.  X.— Doa       24 


tanity  of  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and  I  hope 
yon  will  avail  yourself  of'  it  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row. This  division  crushed,  and  the  ethers  are 
yours.  We  can  then  turn  on  the  force  in  the 
cove.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  move  on  Wilder 
BO  as  to  cover  your  right  I  shall  be  deUghted 
to  hear  of  your  success. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Braxton  Braqo. 

To  attack  at  daylight  on  the  thirteenth.  Upon 
frirther  information  the  order  was  renewea  in 
two  notes,  at  later  hours  of  the  samQ  day,  as 
follows : 

Lafatrtb,  Oa.,  e  p.  M.,  September  12, 1868.  > 

LieutenarU-Oeneral  PoUe,  commanding  Corps : 

Qeneral:  I  enclose  yon  a  dispatch  marked 
"  A,"  and  I  now  srive  you  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding Glenend,  viz. :  to  attack  at  day-dawn 
to-morrow  the  infantry  column  reported  in  said 
dispatch  at  thre^quarters  of  a  mile  beyond 
Peavine  CSiurch  on  the  road  to  Graysville  from 
Lafayette. 

I  am,  G^eneral,  eta, 

Qsoiun  W.  Bbbnt, 

AMiirtut  AiUotttit-aeiwnL 

HlADQUABimt  ARXT  TlWWBBtatK,      \ 

Lakatirb,  Qa.  ,  September  12, 1868.  j 

LieutencmPGfeneral  Polk,  commanding  Corps : 

General  :  The  enemy  is  approaching  from  the 
south,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  your 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  de- 
cided.   Let  no  time  be  lost 

I  am.  General,  etc., 

Georgb  W.  Brent, 

Aaelstant  AcUatant-Oenend. 

At  eleven  p.  m.,  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
the  Gkueral,  stating  that  he  had  taken  a  strong 
position  for  defence,  and  requesting  that  he 
should  be  heavUy  reinforced. .  He  was  promptly 
ordered  not  to  defer  his  attack,  his  force  beinff ; 
already  numerically  superior  to  the  enemy,  and' 
vras  reminded  that  his  success  depended  upon* 
the  promptness  and  rapiditjr  of  his  movements. 
He  was  further  informed  that  Bucknei's  corns 
would  be  moved  within  supporting  distance  tne 
next  morning. 

Early  on  the  thirteenth  I  proceeded  to>  the 
front,  ahead  of  Buckner's  command,  to  find  that 
no  advance  had  been  made  on  the  enemy;  and 
that  his  forces  had  formed  a  junction  and  re- 
crossed  the  Ghickamauga.  Again  disappointed, 
immediate  measures  were  ta^en  to  place  our 
trains  and  limited  supplies  in  safe  positions, 
^en  all  our  forces  were  concentrated  along 
the  Ghickamauga,  threatening  the  enemy  in  front 
Major-Greneral  Wheeler,  witii  two  divisions  of 
cavalry,  occupied  the  positions  on  the  extreme 
left,  vacated  by  Hill's  corps,  and  was  directed  to 
press  the  enemy  in  McLemore's  Cove,  to  divert 
his  attention  from  our  real  movement  Briga- 
dier-General Forrest,  with  his  own  and  Pegram's 
division  of  cavalry,  covered  the  movement  on 
our  front  and  right    Brigadier-Geueral  B..B. 
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Johnson,  whose  brigade  had  been  at  Ringgold 
holding  the  ndh-oad,  was  moved  towards  Reed's 
Bridge,  which  bron^t  him  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Une.  Walker's  corps  formed  on 
his  left,  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge.  Buckner's 
next,  sear  Ledford's  Ford.  Polk's  opposite  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  Hill's  on  the  extreme 
left  With  Johnson  moved  two  brigades,  just 
arrived  from  Mississippi,  and  three  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  all  without  artillery  and  transpor- 
tation. 

The  following  orders  were  issued  on  the  night 
of  the  seventeenth  for  Ihe  forces  to  cross  the 
Ghickamauga,  commencing  the  movement  at  six 
o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  eighteenth,  by  the  extreme 
right,  at  Reed's  Bridge. 

HlADQUARIBBS  AUCT  TSKIOEaSBB,) 
Jg  TBI  FtKLD,  LKKT'S  TaX-TARO,  V 

Sept«inber  18, 188S.    J 
OIKOULAB. 

L  Johnson's  column  (Hood's),  on  crossing  at 
or  near  Reed's  Bridge,  will  turn  to  ^e  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route,  and  sweep  up  the 
Ghickamauga  towards  Lee  and  €k)rdon  s  Mills. 

n.  Walker,  crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge, 
will  unite  m.  this  move,  and  push  vigorously  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear  in  the  same  du^o- 
tion. 

ni.  Buckner,  crossing  at  Ledford's  Ford,  will 
join  in  the  movement  to  the  left  and  press  the 
enemy  up  the  stream  from  Polk's  front  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills. 

rV.  Polk  wiU  press  his  forces  to  the  front  of 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  if  met  by  too  much 
resistance  to  cross  wiU  bear  to  the  right  and 
cross  at  Dalton's  Ford,  or  at  Ledford's,  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  join  the  attack  wherever  the 
enemy  may  be. 

v.  Hill  will  cover  our  left  flank  frt)m  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  from  the  cove,  and,  by  press- 
ing the  cavalry  in  lus  front,  ascertain  if  the  enemy 
is  reinforcing  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiUs,  in  which 
event  he  wm  attack  tlram  in  flank. 
•  VI.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  hold  the  gap  in 
Pigeon  Mountain,  and  eover  our  rear  and  left 
and  brinff  up  tiie  stragglers. 

Vn.  All  teams,  etc,  not  with  troops,  should 
go  towards  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  (Georgia,  be- 
yond Taylor's  Ridge.  All  cooking  should  be 
done  at  the  trains ;  rations,  when  cooked,  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  troops. 

Vlll.  The  above  movements  will  be  executed 
with  the  utmost  promptness  and  persistence. 

By  command  of  General  Brago. 

Gborob  W.  Brbnt, 
Asslstani  AdilotMii-Geiieral. 

The  resistance  offered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  bad  and  nar- 
row country  roads,  caused  unexpected  delays  in 
the  execution  of  these  movements.  Though  the 
•commander  of  the  right  column  was  several 
times  urg.ed  to  press  forward,  his  crossing  was 
not  effected  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  At  this 
time,  Major-GeneralHood,of  Longstreet's  corps, 


arrived  and  assumed  ooimnand  of  the  colmim, 
Brigadier-General  Johnston  resuming  his  impro- 
vised division  of  three  brigades.  Alexander's 
Bridge  was  hotly  contested  and  finaUjr  broken 
up  bv  the  enemy,  just  as  Greneral  Walker  se- 
cured possession.  He  moved  down  stream, 
however,  a  short  distance,  and  crossed,  as  di- 
rected, at  Bvron*s  Ford,  and  tiius  secured  a  jtmo- 
ti6n  with  Hood  after  night 

The  movement  was  resumed  at  daylight  on 
the  nineteenth,  and  Btrckner's  corps,  with  Cheat- 
ham's division,  of  Polk's,  had  crossed  and  formed, 
when  a  brisk  engagement  commenced  with  om* 
cavalry  under  Forrest  on  the  extreme  right 
About  niKe  o'clock,  a  brigade  from  Walker  wai 
ordered  to  Forrest's  support,  and  soon  after 
Walker  was  ordered  to  attack  with  his  whole 
force.  Our  line  was  now  formed  with  Buckner's 
left  resting  on  the  Ghickamauga,  about  one  mile 
below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  On  his  right  came 
Hood  with  his  own  and  Johnston's  (uvisions, 
with  Walker  on  the  extreme  right,  Cheatham's 
division  being  in  reserve,  the  general  direction 
being  a  little  east  of  nortii.  The  attack  ordered 
by  our  right  was  made  by  General  Walker  in 
his  usual  gallant  style,  and  soon  developed  a 
largely  superior  force  opposed.  He  drove  them 
handsomely,  however,  and  captured  several  bat- 
teries of  artillery  in  most  gaUant  charges.  Be- 
fore Cheatham's  division,  oraered  to  his  support, 
could  reach  him  he  had  been  pressed  back  to  his 
first  position  by  the  extended  lines  of  the  encanj 
assailing  him  on  both  flanks.  The  two  commands 
imited  were  soon  enabled  to  force  the  enei^ 
back  again,  and  recover  our  advantage,  thong^i 
we  were  yet  greatly  outnumbered.  These  moTe- 
ments  on  our  right  were  in  a  direction  to  leave 
an  opening  in  our  line  between  Gheadiam  and 
Hood.  Stewart's  division,  forming  Backoer's 
second  line,  was  throwp  to  the  right  to  fill  diis, 
and  it  soon  became  hotly  engaged,  as  did  Hood'b 
whole  front  The  enemy,  wose  left  was  at  I^ 
and  Gordon's  Mills  when  our  movement  com- 
menced, had  rapidly  transferred  forces  from  his 
extreme  right,  chancring  his  entire  line,  and 
seemed  disposed  to  dispute,  with  all  his  ability, 
our  effort  to  gain  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga 
in  his  rear.  Lieutenani-General  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  move  his  resiaining  division  across  at 
the  nearest  ford,  and  to  assume  tiie  command  in 
person  on  oui  right  Hill's  corps  was  also  or- 
dered to  cross  below  Lee  and  Uordon't  Mills 
and  join  the  line  on  the  right 

Wnilst  tiiese  movements  were  bemg  made  oar 
right  and  cenfre  were  heavily  and  almost  cofr 
stantly  engaged.  Stewart,  by  a  vigorous  assault, 
broke  the  enemy's  centre,  and  penetrated  €tf 
into  his  lines,  but  was  obliged  to  retire  for  want 
of  sufficient  force  to  meet  the  heavy  enfilftde 
fire  which  he  encountered  from  the  right  Hood, 
later  engaged,  advanced  from  &e  fi^  fire,  and 
continued  to  drive  the  force  in  his  front  until 
night  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  whidi 
first  reached  the  ri^ht,  was  ordered  to  attM^t 
immediately,  in  ooi^junction  with  the  fcffoe  al- 
ready engaged.    This  veteran  oommand,  under 
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its  ^aDt  chief,  moved  to  its  work  alter  inmset, 
taking  the  enemy  completely  by  snrprise,  driv- 
ine  him  in  great  dlsoraer  for  nearly  a  mile,  and 
inflicting  a  very  heavy  loss.  Night  found  ns 
masters  of  the  grornid,  after  a  series  of  very 
obstinate  contests  with  largely  superior  num- 
bers. 

From  captured  prisoners  and  others  we 
learned  witn  certainty  that  we  had  encountered 
tbe  enemy's  whole  force,  which  had  been  mov- 
ing day  and  night  since  tiiey  first  ascertained  the 
direction  of  our  march.  Orders  had  been  given 
for  the  rapid  march  to  the  field  of  all  reinforce- 
ments arriving  by  railroad,  and  three  additional 
brigades  from  this  source  joined  us  early  next 
morning.  The  remaining  K>rces  on  our  extreme 
left,  east  of  the  Chickamauga,  had  been  ordered 
np  early  in  the  afternoon,  but  reached  the  field 
too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of  that 
day.  They  were  ordered  into  line  on  their  arri- 
val, and  disposed  for  a  renewal  of  the  action 
early  the  next  morning.  Information  was  re- 
ceived from  LieutenantrGeneral  Longstreet  of 
his  arrival  at  Rinegold  and  departure  for  the 
field.  Five  small  brigades  of  his  corps,  about 
five  thousand  efiFective  infantry  (no  artillery), 
reached  us  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action, 
three  of  ^em  on  the  nmeteenth,  and  two  more 
on  the  twentieth. 

Upon  liie  close  of  the  engagement  bn  the 
evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the  proper  command- 
ers were  summoned  to  my  camp  nre,  and  there 
received  specific  information  and  instructions 
touching  tne  disposition  of  the  troops,  and 
for  the  operations  of  the  next  morning.  The 
whole  force  was  divided  for  the  next  morning 
into  two  commands  and  assigned  to  the  two 
senior  lieutenant^enerals,  Longstreet  and  Polk. 
The  former  to  the  left  where  all  his  own  troops 
were  stationed,  the  latter  continuing  his  com- 
mand of  the  right.  LieutenantOeneral  Long- 
street  reached  my  headquarters  about  eleven  p. 
M.,  and  immediatelv  received  his  instructions. 
After  a  few  hours  rest  at  my  camp  fire,  he 
moved  at  daylight  to  his  line  iust  in  front  of 
my  position.  Lieutenant-General  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  assail  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right 
at  day-dawn  on  the  twentieth,  and  to  take 
up  ihe  attack  in  succession  rapidly  to  the  left 
The  left  wing  was  to  await  the  attack  by  the 
right,  take  it  promptly  when  made,  and  the 
whole  lino  was  tiien  to  be  pushed  vigorously 
and  persistently  against  the  enemy  throughout 
its  extent.  Before  the  dawn  of  day  myBelf  and 
staff  were  ready  for  the  saddle,  occupying  a 
position  immediately  in  rear  of  and  accessible 
to  all  parts  of  the  line.  With  increasing  anx- 
iety and  disappointment  I  waited  until  after 
sunrise  wi&out  hearing  a  gun,  and  at  length 
dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  Lieutenant-General 
Pout  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and 
urge  him  to  a  prompt  and  speedy  movement 
This  officer,  not  finding  the  General  with  his 
troops,  and  learning  where  he  had  spent  the 
mght,  {n'oceeded  across  Alexander's  Bridge  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Chickamauga  and  there  de- 


livered my  messaj^e.  Proceeding  in  person  to 
the  right  wing,  I  found  the  troops  not  even  pre- 
pared for  the  movement.  Messengers  were  im- 
mediately dispatched  for  Lieutenant-General 
Polk,  and  he  shortly  after  joined  me.  My  orders 
were  renewed,  and  the  General  was  urged  to 
their  prompt  execution,  the  more  important  as 
the  ear  was  saluted  throughout  the  night  with 
the  soimds  of  the  axe  and  falling  timber,  as  the 
enemy  industriously  labored  to  strengthen  his 

Eosition  by  hastily  constructed  barri^des  and 
reastworks.  A  reconnoissance  made  m  the 
front  ot  our  extreme  right,  during  this  "delay, 
crossed  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga,  and 
proved  the  important  fact  that  this  greatiy  de- 
sired position  was  open  to  our  possession. 

Tlie  reasons  assigned  for  this  unfortunate  de- 
lay by  the  win^  conunander  appear  in  part  in 
the  reports  of  his  subordinates.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say,  they  are  entirely  unsatisfactory.  It  also, 
appears  from  these  reports  that  when  the  action 
was  opened  on  the  right,  about  ten.o'clock  a.  m., 
the  troops  were  moved  to  the  assault  in  detail 
and  by  detachments,  unsupported  until  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  right  wing  were  in  turn  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss.  Uur  troops  were  led 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  exhibited  great 
coolness,  bravery,  and  heroic  devotion.  In  no 
instance  did  they  fail,  when  called  on,  to  rally 
and  return  to  the  charge.  But  though  invariably 
driving  the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  at  the 
points  assailed,  they  were  compelled  in  turn  to 
yield  to  the  greatly  superior  numbers  constantly 
Drought  against  them.  The  attack  on  the  left, 
promptly  made  as  ordered,  met  with  less  resist- 
ance, much  of  the  en^my*s  strength  having  been 
transferred  to  our  right,  and  was  successfully 
and  vigorously  followed  up.  About  two  p.  m., 
passing  along  the  line  to  our  left,  I  found  we 
had  been  checked  in  our  progress  by  encoun- 
tering  a  strong  position,  strengthened  by  works 
and  obstinately  defended. '  Unable  to  afford  as- 
sistance from  any  other  part  of  the  field,  writ- 
ten orders  were  innnediately  dispatched  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk  to  again  assault  the  enemy 
in  his  front  with  his  whole  force,  and  to  persist 
until  he  should  dislodge  him  from  his  position. 
Directing  the  operations  on  our  left  to  be  con- 
tinued, 1  moved  again  to  the  right  and  soon  dis- 
patched a  staff  officer  to  General  Polk,  urging  a 
prompt  and  vigorous  execution  of  my  written 
orders.  About  four  p.  m.,  this  genei^  assault 
was  made  and  the  attack  was  continued  from 
right  to  left  until  the  enemy  gave  way  at  differ- 
ent points,  and,  finally,  about  dark,  yielded  us 
his  kne.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  the  im- 
petuous charge  of  our  troops  could  not  be  re- 
sisted when  mey  were  brought  to  bear  in  full 
force,  even  where  the  enemy  possessed  all 
the  advantage  of  position  and  breastworks. 
The  troops  were  halted  by  their  respective 
commanders,  when  the  darlmess  of  the  night 
and  the  density  of  the  forest  rendered  farther 
movements  uncertain  and  dangerous,  and  the 
army  bivouacked  on  the  ground  it  had  so  gal- 
lantly won.    Both  flanks  having  advanced  more 
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rapidly  than  the  centre,  they  were  found  odk- 
fronting  each  other  in  linee  nearly  parallel  and 
within  artillery  range.  Any  advance  by  them, 
especially  at  night,  over  grooad  eo  thickly 
wooded,  might  have  resnltedin  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

The  enemy,  though  driven  trom  his  lines,  still 
confronted  us,  and  desultory  firing  was  heard 
until  eight  p.  ic  Other  noises,  indicating  move- 
ments and  dispositions  for  the  moirow,  contin- 
ued imtil  a  late  hour  at  night. 

During  the  operations  b^  the  main  forces,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  the  cavalry,  on 
the  flanks,  was  actively  and  usefully  einployed, 
holding  the  enem^  in  observation  and  threaten- 
ing or  assailing  hmi  as  occasion  offered.  From 
the  report  of  Mi^or-G^neral  Wheeler,  oom- 
manding  on  the  left,  it  will  be  seen  what  im- 
portant service  was  rendered,  both  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-first  by  his  command,  es- 
pecially in  the  capture  of  prisoners  and  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry. Brigadier  Qeneral  Forresfs  report  will 
show  equally  gallant  and  valuable  services  by 
his  command  on  our  rights 

Exhausted  by  two  days*  battle,  with  very  lim- 
ited supply  of  provisions,  and  almost  destitute 
of  water,  some  time  in  daylight  was  absolutely 
essential  for  our  troops  to  supply  these  neces- 
saries and  replenish  their  ammunition  before 
renewing  the  contest  Availing  mprself  of  this 
necessanr  delay  to  inspect  and  readjust  my  lines, 
I  moved!,  as  soon  as  daylight  served,  on  the 
twenty-first  On  my  arrival,  about  sunrise,  near 
Lieutenant-General  Polk's  bivouac,  I  met  the 
ever-vigilant  Greneral  Liddell,  commanding  a 
division  in  our  front  line,  who  was  awaiting  the 
General,  to  report  that  his  pickets  this  morning 
discovered  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the 
night  from  his  immediate  front  Instructions 
were  promptly  given  to  push  forward  our  whole 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  I  moved  to 
the  left  and  eiEtended  these  orders.  All  the 
cavalry  at  hand,  indoding  my  personal  guard, 
were  ordered  to  the  front  Members  of  mv 
staff,  in  passing  through  the  lines  of  our  left 
wing  with  their  escort  were  warned  of  danger, 
and  told  that  they  were  entering  on  the  neutral 
ground  between  us  and  the  enemy.  But  this 
proved  to  be  an  error,  and  our  cavalry  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  where  the 
main  toeA  passes  through  Missionary  Ridge.  He 
had  availed  himself  of  the  night  to  wiSidraw 
from  our  front,  and  his  main  body  was  already 
in  position  wilhin  his  lines  at  Chattanooga.  Any 
immediate  pursuit  by  our  infantry  and  artillery 
would  have  been  fruitless,  as  it  was  not  deemed 
practicable,  with  our  weak  and  exhausted  forces, 
to  assail  the  enemy,  now  more  than  double  our 
numbers,  behind  his  intrenchments.  Though  we 
had  defeated  him  and  driven  him  from  the  field 
with  heavy  loss  in  men,  arms,  and  artillery,  it  had 
only  been  done  by  heavv  sacrifices,  in  repeated, 
persistent,  and  most  gallant  assaults  upon  supe- 
rior numbers  strongly  posted  and  protected. 

The   conduct  ^f  our  troops  was  excellent 


throughout  the  prolonged  contest  Often  repulsed 
where  success  seemed  impossible,  they  never 
failed  to  rally  and  return  to  the  charge,  until  the 
last  combined  and  determined  effort  in  which 
the  spirit  of  every  man  seemed  to  conspire  for 
success,  was  crowned  witii  the  reward  due  to 
such  gallantry  in  a  just  cause. 

Our  loss  was  in  proportion  to  the  prolonged 
and  obstinate  struggle.  Two-fifths  of  our  gal- 
lant troops  had  fallen,  and  the  number  of  general 
and  Stan  officers  stricken  down  will  best  show 
how  these  troops  were  led.  Major-General 
Hood,  the  model  soldier  and  inspiring  leader,  fell 
after  contributing  largely  to  our  success,  and  has 
suffered  the  irreparable  loss  of  a  leg.  That  his. 
valuable  tife  should  be  spared  to  us  is,  however, 
a  source  of  thankfulness  and  gratitude.  Major- 
Qeneral  ^ndman,  highly  distinguished  for  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  received  a  severe 
contusion,  but  persisted  in  keeping  the  saddle 
until  he  witnessed  the  success  in  which  his 
command  l£u:gely  participated.  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals B.  H.  Uehn,  Preston  Smith  and  James 
Deshla  died  upon  the  field  in  the  heroic  dischaiige 
of  duty.  They  were  true  patriots  and  gallant 
soldiers,  and  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  they 
enjoyed.  Brigadier-Generals  Adams,  Greeg  and 
McNair  fell  severely  wounded,  whilst  gaUantly 
leading  their  commands  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  *  It  is  gratifying  to  know  they  are  convar 
lescing,  and  will  be  again  found  at  the  post  of 
duty  and  danger. 

Judging  from  appearances  on  the  field,  the 
enemjrs  losses  must  have  exceeded  our  own 
largely,  but  we  have  no  means  of  correctly  esti- 
mating them.  We  captured  over  eight  thousand 
prisoners,  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fifteen 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  and  quantities  of 
ammunition,  with  wagons,  ambulances  and 
teams,  medicines,  and  hospital  stores  in  large 

auantities.  The  accompanying  maps — one,  tw&, 
iree  and  four — ^based  on  accurate  surveys,  will 
afford  the  necessarv  information  for  the  ccurrect 
understanding  of  the  movements  of  both  armies. 
The  positions  of  the  troops  on  the  field  are  given 
mostly  from  the  sketches  of  their  respective 
commanders.  The  times  selected  for  indication 
were  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  when  the 
action  commenced ;  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
tieth, and  the  evening  of  the  twentieth,  at  the 
close  of  the  operations.  There  has  been  much 
delay  in  rendering  some  of  the  subordinate  re- 
ports, and  none  Imve  been  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant-generals Polk  and  Hill,  and  only  two  from 
brigades  in  LonffStreef  s  corps.  The  absence  ci 
these  has  causea  a  delay  in  making  up  my  own, 
and  induced  me  to  defer  forwarding  tne  others, 
hoping  that  all  might  be  submitted  toge^er. 

For  the  many  deeds  of  daring  and  acts  of  he- 
roic devotion  exhibited  on  this  field,  reference 
is  made  to  the  subordinate  reports.  It  wiQ  he 
remarked  ti»t  the  private  soldier  is  ^ninently 
distinguished,  as  he  always  will  bo  in  an  amy 
where  the  rank  and  file  is  made  up  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  country. 
The  medical  officers,  both  in  the  field  and  in 
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fh«  hospitals,  earned  the  kstiiiggTatitiidexyf  the 
soldier,  and  deserve  &e  highest  oommendation. 
The  great  number  of  wounded  thrown  suddenly 
upon  their  hands  taxed  every  energy  and  every 
faculty.  With  means  greatly  inadequate,  espe- 
cially in  trauo^'ortation,  they  eoon  reduced  con- 
fusion into  order,  and,  by  assiduity  and  skill, 
afforded  to  ^e  gallant  sufferers  that  temporal 
reMef  for  which  uiey  might  look  in  vain  to  any 
other  source.  Ld  this  connection,  it  is  a  pleasing 
duty  to  acknowledge  in  grateful  terms  tne  deep 
indebtededness  of  me  army  to  the  Hospital  Re- 
lief Associations,  which  so  promptly  and  so 
generously  pressed  forward  their  much-needed 
awistance.  Under  the  admirable  management 
of  their  officers  in  Atlanta,  we  were  soon  fur- 
nished with  every  necessary  and  comfort,  and 
stores  continued  to  arrive  until  notice  was  given 
that  our  wants  were  all  supplied.  The  officers 
of  my  staff,  personal  and  general,  served  me  on 
this  field  and  on  the  arduous  marches,  proceed- 
ing wi&  their  usual  zeal,  intelligence  and 
gaUimtey. 

The  whole  cavalry  force  having  been  dis- 
patched to  press  the  enemy  and  cut  off  detach- 
ments, OTders  were  given  for  the  army  to  move 
to  a  point  near  the  railroad  and  convenient  to 
water,  still  interposing  between  the  enemy  and 
our  large  number  of  wounded,  our  trophies,  and 
flur  wounded  prisoners,  whose  removsd  from  the 
field  occupied  many  days. 

Oor  supplies  of  aJl  kinds  were  greatly  reduced, 
the  railrcMu]  having  been  constantly  occupied  in 
trensportine  troops,  prisoners,  and  our  wounded, 
and  me  bridges  havine  been  destroved  to  a 
point  two  mitos  south  of  Ringgold.  These  sup- 
plies were  ordered  to  be  r^lenished,  and  as  soon 
as  it  was  ieen  that  we  could  be  subsisted,  the 
army  was  moved  forward  to  seize  and  hold  the 
<H)ly  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his 
supplies  in  tiie  rear.  His  important  road,,  and 
the  shortest  by  half  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport, 
lay  akmg  the  soutii  bank  of  the  Tennessee.  The 
holding  of  this  al^^mportant  route  was  confided 
to  Iietttenant-(}eneral  Longstreet's  command, 
and  its  possession  forced  HISb  enemy  to  a  road 
double  the  length,  over  two  ranges  of  moun- 
tfldms,  by  wagon  tranG]K>rtation.  At  the  same 
tinie,  our  cavidry,  in  uffge  force,  was  throvm 
across  Uie  river  to  operate  on  this  long  and  diffi- 
cult route.  These  dispositions,  faitmully  sus- 
tained, insured  the  enemy's  roeedy  evacuation 
of  Oiattanooga  lor  want  of  food  and  forage. 
Possessed  of  the  ^ortest  road  to  his  depot,  and 
iSbe  one  by  which  reinforcements  must  reach 
him,  we  held  Mm  at  our  meicfy,  and  his  destrue- 
tion  was  only  a  question  iji  time.  The  disas- 
troos  loss  of  these  advantages  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  future  conmunication.  The  mus- 
geotion  of  a  movement  by  our  right,  immeoi- 
ately  after  tiie  battle,  to  me  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  thence  upon  Nashvilie,  requires 
notice  only  because  it  will  find  a  plaee  on  the 
fieB  of  the  department.  Sudi  a  movement  was 
utterly  impossll^  for  want  of  transportation. 
Keeily  hek  our  anny  consisted  of  reinforce- 


ments just  before  the  battle,  without  a  wagon  or 
an  artiileiy  horse,  and. nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  third 
of  the  artillery  horses  on  the  field  had  been  lost. 
The  railroad  bridges,  too,  had  been  destroyed  to 
a  point  south  of  Ringgold,  and,  in  all,  the  road 
from  Cleveland  to  Moxville.  To  these  insur- 
mountable difficulties  were  added  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  means  to  cross  Ihe  river,  except  by 
fording  at  a  few  precarious  points  too  deep  for 
artiilery,  and  the  well-known  danger  of  sudden 
rises,  by  which  all  communication  would  be  cut, 
a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few 
days  after  the  visionary  scheme  was  proposed. 
But  the  most  serious  objection  to  ttie  proposi- 
tion was  its  entire  want  of  military  proprfety. 
It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  om*  entire  fine  of 
communication,  and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots 
of  supplies,  whilst  it  placed  us  with  a  greatiy 
inferior  force  beyond  a  difficult  and,  at  times, 
impassable  river,  in  a  country  affording  no  sub- 
sistence to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to 
the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  only  ten  miles,  our 
battle-field  ,'wiUi  thousands  of  our  wounded  and 
his  own,  and  all  the  trophies  and  supplies  we 
had  won.  All  this  was  to  be  risked  and  given 
up  for  what  ?  To  gain  the  enemy's  rear  and  cut 
hun  off  from  his  depot  of  supplies  by  the  route 
over  the  mountains,  when  the  very  movement 
abandoned  to  his  unmolested  use  the  better  and 
more  practicable  route  of  half  the  length  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  It  is  hardly  necessarv 
to  say  the  proposition  was  not  even  entertained, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  inferences  drawn 
from  subse^ent  movements. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respecthiDy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Braoo, 

GeneraL 

^      Warm  SFBurae,  Oa.,  Janowy  2, 1864. 

Oeneral  8.  Cooper,  AcffuktrU-GfenercU,  C,  8,  A, : 
8m :  I  forward  the  reports  of  the  battles  of 
Ghickamauga  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant 
Ellis.  The  maps  of  the  battle-field  have  been  so 
long  and  so  unexpectedly  delayed  that  I  conclude 
not  to  wait  for  them  any  longer.  They  are  daily 
expected  from  Dalton,  where  I  left  them  nearly 
completed,  and  wiU  be  fOTwarded  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfoUy, 

Your  obement  servant, 

BR4XT0M  BbAOO, 

REPORT  OF  lIECTESAKT-QESESiAL  LONGSTREET. 

BkAoquxAXiBa  ntAB  QunAKoooA, ) 
October.  1M2.        / 

Cohnd  Oeorge  WiUiam  Brent,  Assietam  Acfju- 

tofU-Qeneral : 

CoLONKL :  Our  train  reached  Catoosa  platform, 
near  Ringgold,  about  two  o'clock  in  me  after- 
noon of  me  nineteenth  of  September.  As  soon 
as  our  horses  came  up,  about  four  o'clock,  I 
started  with  Colonel  Sorrel  and  Colonel  Manning, 
of  my  staff,  to  find  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
manding General    We  missed  our  way,  and  did 
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not  report  until  near  eleven  o'docd:  at  night  Upon 
mj  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  troops  had 
been  eueaged  during  the  daj  in  severe  skirmish- 
ing, whue  endeavoring  to  get  in  line  for  battle. 
The  commanding  General  gave  me  a  map  show- 
ing the  roads  and  streams  bebureen  Lookout 
Mountain  and  the  Chickamau^  River,  and  a 
general  description  of  our  position,  and  indbrmed 
me  that  the  battle  was  ordered  at  daylight  the 
next  morning ;  the  action  to  be  brought  on  upon 
our  right,  and  to  be  taken  up  succeseivelj  to  the 
left ;  the  general  movement  to  be  a  wheel  upon 
mj  extreme  left  as  a  pivot  I  was  assigned  to 
tiie  command  of  the  left  wing,  composed  of 
Hood's  and  Hindman's  divisions,  an  improvised 
division  under  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
and  Buckner's  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  The  artiUery  consisted  of 
the  beittalions  of  Majors  Williams,  Robertson, 
and  Leyden,  together  with  some  other  batteries 
attached  to  brigades. 

As  soon  as  day  of  the  twentieth  had  dawned, 
I  rode  to  the  front  to  find  my  troops.  The  line 
was  arranged  from  the  right  to  the  left  as  fol- 
lows: Stewart's,  Johnson's,  Hindman's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  Hood's  division  (of  which 
only  three  brigades  were  up)  was  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  Johnson's.  Kershaw's  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigades,  McLaws*  division,  were  order- 
ed forward  from  Ringgold  the  night  before,  but 
were  not  yet  up.  General  McLaws  had  not  ar- 
rived from  Richmond.  I  set  to  work  to  have 
the  line  adjusted  by  closing  to  the  right,  in 
order  to  occupy  some  vacant  ground  between 
the  two  wings,  and  to  make  room  for  Hood  in 
the  front  line.  The  divisions  were  ordered  to 
form  with  two  brigades  in  the  frontline,  and  one 
supporting  where  there  were  but  three  brigades, 
and  two  supporting  where  there  were  more  than 
three.  General  Hood  was  ordered  to  take  the 
brigades  of  Kershaw  and  Humphre3rB  and  use 
them  as  supports  for  his  division,  thus  making 
his  division  the  main  column  of  attack.  Before 
these  arrangements  were  completed,  the  attack 
was  made  by  our  right  wing  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  battle  seemed  to  rage  with  considerable 
fury,  but  did  not  progress  as  had  been  antici- 
pated. As  soon  as  1  was  prepared,  I  sent  to 
the  commanding  General  to  suggest  that  I  had 
probably  better  make  my  attcbdc.  Before  the 
messenger  returned,  I  heard  that  the  command- 
ing (General  had  sent  orders  for  the  division 
commanders  to  move  forward  and  attack.  I  had 
no  time  to  find  the  officer  who  brought  the 
order,  as  pome  of  the  troops  were  in  motion 
when  I  heard  of  it  Upon  tins  information,  I  at 
once  issued  orders  to  attack  to  the  troops  not 
already  in  motion,  holding  one  of  Buckn^'s  divis- 
ions (Preston's)  in  reserve.  Aq  the  battle  upon  our 
right  was  not  so  successful  as  had  been  expected 
in  the  plan  of  attack,  I  was  obUged  to  reverse 
the  order  of  battle,  by  retaining  my  right  some- 
where near  the  left  of  the  right  wing»  To  do 
this,  Stewart's  division  was  obfiged  to  halt  upon 
reaching  the  Lafa3rette  and  Gmittanooga  road. 
Hood's  column  broke  the  enemy's  line  near  the 


Brotherton  house,  and  made  its  wheel  to  the 
right  In  makine  Uus  movement,  M^jor-General 
Hood  fell  severely,  and, it  was  feared  mortally, 
wounded,  by  a  Minie  ball  breaking  his  thigh. 
He  had  broken  the  enemy's  line,  however,  and 
his  own  tcoops  and  those  to  his  right  and  left 
continued  to  press  the  enemy  with  sudi  spirit 
and  force  that  he  could  not  resist  us. 

Brigadier-General  Law  succeeded  to  the  codo- 
mand  of  Hood's  division,  and  Brigadi^-Geoeral 
Kershaw  to  the  command  of  the  two  brigades 
of  McLaws'  divisicHi.  General  Kershaw  having 
received  no  definite  orders  himself  (being  under 
the  command  of  General  Hood,)  and  not  being  ad- 
vised of  the  wheel  to  the  right,  had  gained  more 
ground  to  the  front  than  was  int^ded  in  th» 
movement  of  his  two  brigades.  Johnson's  di- 
vision followed  the  movement  made  by  Hood, 
and  gained  the  Crawfish  Sprii^and  Chattanooga 
road,  having  a  full  share  in  the  conflict 

Major-General  Hindman,  in  command  of  my 
left  division,  first  met  the  enemy  near  the  Vine- 
yard house,  and  drove  him  back  upon  his  stromg 
position  near  the  widow  Glenn's,  or  burnt  house. 
By  a  well-directed  front  and  flank  attack,  be 
gained  the  position  after  a  severe  struggle.  The 
enemy's  dead  at  this  point  mark  well  his  line  of 
battle.  Hindman  was  then  ordered  to  move  by 
his  right  flank  smd  reinforce  Johnson,  near  the 
Yillets  house,  who  was  pressing  forward  against 
great  odds. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  asked 
the  commanding  General  for  some  of  the  troops 
of  the  right  wing,  but  was  informed  by  himtluU 
they  had  been  beaten  back  so  badly  ^t  the^ 
coidd  be  of  no  service  to  me.  I  had  but  ooedh 
vision  that  had  not  been  engaged,  and  hesitated 
to  venture  to  put  it  in,  as  our  distress  upon  our 
right  seemed  to  be  almost  as  great  as  that  of  the 
enemy  upon  his  right  I  therefore  concluded  to 
hold  Preston  for  the  time,  and  urge  on  te  renewed 
efforts  our  brave  men  who  had  already  been  en* 
gaged  many  hourp.  The  heights  extending 
from  the  Yillets  house  across  to  the  Snodgnss 
house,  gave  the  enemy  strong  eround  upon 
which  to  rally.  Here  he  gathered  most  of  his 
broken  forces  and  reinforced  them.  After  a 
long  and  bloody  struggle,  Johnson  and  Hindman 
gained  the  heights  near  the  Crawfish  Spriitf 
road.  Kershaw  made  a  isost  handsome  attacK 
upon  the  heights  at  the  Snodgrass  house,  simair 
taneously  with  Johnson  and  Hindman,  but  was  not 
strong  enough  for  the  work.  It  was  evident  that 
with  this  position  gained,  I  should  be  complete 
master  of  me  field.  I  therefore  ordered  General 
Buckner  to  move  Preston  forward.  Before  this, 
however,  General  Buckner  had  eetaUisheda  baU 
tery  of  twelve  guns,  raking  down  the  enemy's  line 
wluch  opposed  our  right  wing,  and  at  the  spme 
time  having  fine  play  upon  any  f  oroe  tiiat  might 
attetmpt  to  reinforce  the  hill  that  he  was  about  to 
attack.  Qsnend  Stewart^  of  his  corps,  was  also 
ordered  to  move  ag^ainst  any  such  force  in  flank. 
The  combination  was  weU  timed  and  arrranged. 
Preston  dashed  gallantly  at  the  bill  Stewart 
;  flanked  a  reinforcing  column,  and  oaptored  a 
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km  portum  of  it  At  the  same  time,  the  fire 
of  me  battery  etnick  such  terror  into  a  heavy 
force  cleee  imder  it,  that  we  took  there  also  a 
hige  number  of  prisoners.  Preston's  assault, 
thoiigfa  not  a  complete  saocess  at  the  onset, 
taken  in  oomectioii  with  the  other  operations, 

Eled  the  enemy  so  badly  that  hisranks  were 
broken,  and  by  a  flank  movement  and 
str  advaiice  the  heights  were  gained. 
These  reinforoements  were  the  enemy's  last  or 
nserre  corps,  and  a  part  also  of  the  lii^  that 
had  been  opjpoeing  oar  right  winfp  daring  the 
BOfning.  Tdb  enemy  broke  up  m  great  con- 
foskm  sloBg  my  front,  and,  about  the  same  time, 
the  light  wing  made  a  gallant  dash  and  gamed 
the  hne  that  had  been  held  so  long  and  obstin- 
MjmiDAt  it  A  simultaneous  and  continuous 
ihout  fiom  the  two  wings  announced  our  suo 
CMS  eomnlete.  The  enemy  had  fought  every 
mn  that  ne  had,  and  every  one  had  been  in  turn 
beaten.  As  it  was  ahnest  dark,  I  ordered  my 
Hoe  to  remain  as  it  was ;  ammunition  boxes  to  be 
lefitted,  stragglers  to  be  ooUected,  and  every- 
thing in  readmess  for  the  pursuit  in  the  morning. 
Eiirly  on  the  twenty-first,  the  commanding 
Ckoeral  stopped  at  my  bivouac  and  asked  my 
ikm  as  to  our  foture  nao  vements.  I  suggested 
croiBing  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  so  as  to 
Bake  ourselves  sufficiently  felt  on  the  enemy's 
rear,  ts  to  force  his  evacuation  of  Chattanooga 
--indeed,  force  him  back  upon  Nashville,  and, 
if  we  should  find  our  transportation  inadequate 
for  a  oontinuanoe  of  this  movement,  to  follow 
up  the  railroad  to  Knoxville,  destroy  Bumside, 
and  Cram  there  threaten  the  enemy's  railroad 
oomnranication  in  rear  of  Nashville. 

This  I  supposed  to  be  the  only  practicable 
iank  movement,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  our 
transportation ;  and  it  seemed  to  keep  us  very 
neariyas  close  to  the  railroad  as  we  were  at  the 
tee.  At  parting,  I  understood  ^e  commanding 
temal  to  agree  that  such  was  prolmbly  our 
best  move,  and  that  he  was  about  to  give  the 
peceaeary  orders  for  its  execotion.  Orders  came 
in  the  afternoon  for  the  nuurch.  The  rear  of  the 
light  wing  did  not  move  until  quite  dark.  I 
did  not,  therefore,  put  my  wing  in  motion  till 
daylight  the  following  morning.  Before  moving 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  McLaws' 
division  was  orctored  to  follow  the  enemy  on  to 
ChsttMooga.  The  remahider  of  the  command 
iMrched  for  the  Red  House  Ferd,  and  halted 
about  noon.  Dosing  tiiat  night  I  received  orders 
to  march  the  entire  ocmnaand  back  to  Chatta- 
Boega,  and  moved  in  pursBsnce  thereof  early 
on  &e  twea^4hird.  We  readied  the  W^tkins 
House  aboot  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  proceeded 
to  taJro  up  a  line  around  the  enemy's  position  at 
^atlanooga.  I  desire  to  mention  the  fc^win^ 
named  offioers  as  distinguished  for  conduct  and 
aliiklp^  VIE.:  Ma^or-Oenerds  Hood,  BacAser, 
Hindman,  and  Stewart;  Brigadi^pwGenerals  B. 
R.  Mmson,  Preston,  Law  (rtspectiv^  in  oom- 
WBid  of  dtviskm),  Kerriiaw,  Pfttton,  Anderson, 
Qiicie,  McNair  (severe^  woundedV,  and  Oofenels 
TVigg  and  Kelly,  botii  in  commana  of  Inrigades. 


S[onorable  mention  should  also  be  made  of 
rigadier-GK^nerals  Humphreys,  Beuning,  Deas, 
Cktyton,  Bate,  Brown,  Robertson,  and  Maolgault 
For  more  detailed  accounts  of  the  noble  deeds 

Serformed  by  our  gallant  officers  and  brave  sol- 
iers,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  my  jimior 
officers.  The  steady,  good  conduct  throughout 
the  long  conflict  of  the  subordinate  officers  and 
men  which  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  me  to  particularize,  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  admiration.  1  am  greatly 
indebted  to  Lieutenant^jolonel  Borrel,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  LieutenantXyolonel  Manning, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  Latrobe,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  and  Captain 
Manning,  Signal  Corps,  for  their  able,  untiring, 
and  Rsulant  assistance.  Colonel  Manning  re- 
ceiveid  a  painful  woUnd.  The  movement  of 
Stewart's  division  against  the  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments was  made  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Sorrel  and  Captain  Manning.  The  result  was 
the  beginning  of  the  general  break  throughout 
the  enemy's  line.  My  other  staff  officers  had 
not  arrived  from  Virginia.  Major  Walton,  act- 
ing Chief  of  Subsistence  Department^  and  Major 
Keilly,  acting  Chief  of  Qnartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, were  at  the  railroad  depot  in  the  active 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  departments. 
Among  the  captures  made  by  the  left  wing  dur- 
ing the  day,  were  not  less  man  forty  pieces  of 
artillery,  over  three  thousand  prisoners,  and  ten 
regimental  standards ;  besides,  a  few  wagons, 
seventeen  boxes  small  arms,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  sets  accoutrements,  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousand  rounds  small  arm 
ammunition,  were  collected  on  the  field.  The 
accompanying  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  by 
the  comnumd  (without  McNair*s  brigade,  from 
which  no  report  has  been  received)  of  one  thou- 
sand and  eiffht^-nine  killed,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  six  wounded,  and  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  missing,  its  strength  on  going 
into  action  on  the  twentieth  was  two  thousand 
and  three  officers  and  twenty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LONOSTBBBT, 

LioateiuuitrOeQeraL 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  &  E  BUCKNER. 

HSABQOABnU  lOAX  C&A3TAR00QA«  I 

November  11, 1868.     j" 

Colond  Sorrel,  AsHtUxrU  A^viant-G^enercH  Long- 

street's  Chrps : 

GoLomL:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  oon- 
neolion  with  the  reports  of  my  subordinate 
c<»amanders,  the  following  synopsis  of  the  mili- 
tary movements  of  Buckner's  corps  on  the  eight- 
eenth, nineteenth,  and  twentieth  September, 
1863: 

The  corps  consisted  of  the  division  of  l^aior- 
General  A.  P.  Stewart,  which  was  composed  of 
Johnson's,  Brown's,  Bate's,  and  Clayton's  bri- 
nidee,  and  of  the  division  of  Brigadier-General 
William  Fteston,  oomposed  of  the  brigades  of 
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Brigadier-Genend  Graoie  and  of  Ooloneb  Triu 
and  Kelly,  of  a  battalion  of  artillery  to  eaok  oT 
visioQ,  and  a  battalion  of  reaerve  artillery,  onder 
Mbjot  S.  G.  Williams.  Brigadier-(}eneral  John- 
son's brigade  having  be^  detached  seYenl 
days  before,  by  orders  from  anny  headquarters, 
was  engaged  imder  its  gallant  commander  under 
Hie  orders  of  another  corps  commander,  and 
did  not  report  to  me  vntil  two  days  after  the 
battle. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  I  moved 
from  a  point  on  Feavine  Creaky  midway  between 
Peavine  Chinrch  and  Rock  Spring  Church,  under 
orders  to  cross  the  West  Gbioksmnauga  River  at 
Thedford's  Ford,  after  Major^General  Walker's 
division  had  suooeeded  in  crossing  b^w  me. 
Part  of  my  route  being  common  with  that  of 
Walker's  o<^umn,  my  march  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  the  encounter  of  the  two  columns, 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  occupied,  about  two 
p.  M.,  with  Stewart's  division,  after  a  brisk  skirm- 
ish, the  crossing  at  Thedford's  Ford,  and  with 
Preston's  division,  without  opposition,  Hie  cross- 
ing at  Hunt's  or  Dalton's  Ford.  In  this  position, 
holding  both  banks  of  the  stream,  I  awaited  ^e 
movements  of  Walker,  on  my  right. 

At  daylight  on  the  nineteenth,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  commanding  General,  I  crossed 
my  entire  corps  to  ihe  west  bank  and  formed  it 
in  line  of  battle— Stewart  on  tlie  right  (on  the 
left  of  Hood's  division),  facing  south-west,  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill ;  General 
Cheatham's  division,  as  I  was  informed,  being 
directed  to  sustain  me  in  the  proposed  advance. 
About  noon,  when  the  enemy's  attack  on  Walker 
had  been  met,  and  Cheatham's  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  sustain  him,  had  become  hotly 
engaged,  Stewart's  division  was  detached,  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  (General,  to  sup- 
port Cheatham.  For  the  operations  of  lus  divis- 
ion until  he  again  came  under  my  orders,  on 
the  following  c3'temoon,  I  refer  to  the  report  of 
its  able  commander. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  remained  witii  my  renminingdi  vision 
to  hold  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  With  this 
view,  I  deployed  Preston's  division  on  a  line 
extending  m)man  abrupt  elevation  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  along  a  ridge  in  a  north-West  direc- 
tion— ^the  flanks  well  sustained  by  artillery.  Con- 
siderable skirmishing  took  plaoe  towards  ihe 
right  of  this  line— the  enemy  falling  back  in  a 
south-west  direction — and  the  troops  were  con- 
siderably exposed  to  artillery  fire  during  tiie 
day.  Being  informed  by  a  staff  officer  of  the 
ecnamanding  General  that  General  Hood,  who 
had  advanced  to  my  right,  was  hard  pressed, 
and  bein^  requested  to  reinforce  him  as  far  as  I 
oould,  I  immediately,  about  three  o'clock  p.m., 
sent  to  his  assistanos  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Tnge.  The  eallant  and  successful  charge  of 
this  brigade  obrove  back  the  advancing  enemy 
and  relieved  the  left  of  Hood,  which  was  out- 
flanked and  retiring  bef<»e  the  enemy's  heavy 
attack.  During  the  day  botii  Stewart's  division 
and  Trigg's  brigade  had  penetrated  the  enemy's 


fine  siBd  passed  beyond  the  Ghsituiooga  raid; 
but  at  ni^  both  w^e  drawn  baok  into  poii- 
tioBS  which  would  oonform  to  the  g^ienl  Ime, 
which  had  pushed  forward  durii^  the  da/s  ao- 
tion.  During  the  niflht  of  the  ninetsenth  I  ma^ 
terially  strei^thened  the  po8ition4>n  the  kft  by 
intnnchmentsL 

On  the  nmning  of  the  twestie^  IieutflQsiit> 
General  Lonestreet  assumed  command  of  tha 
teft  wing.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
he,  in  person,  ordered  me  oondnct  Preston's  di> 
vision,  leaving  one  regiment  and  a  battery  to  bold 
the  left,  to  the  Qiattanoon  road.  Betweenthree 
and  four  o'clock  it  was  tormed  as  foUowe:  6fa> 
cieW  and  K^'s  brigades  in  two  lines,  at  ri^ 
angles  to  the  road  north  of  %o&«rton'8,  and 
just  in  rear  of  Poe's,  commonly  called  the  **  bunt 
house ;"  Trigg's  br^«de  ^ust  south  of  Brothv* 
ton's  house,  and  supporting  Williams'  artilkfT. 
At  this  time  Stewart  was  in  line,  his  1^  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  Preston's  right,  his  right  re> 
ceding,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  Preston^ 
liniB.  In  hisfront  was  a  heavy  boeastwork  of 
logs,  on  the  summit  of  a  slight  ridge  heavily 
wooded  and  strongly  hdd  by  the  enemy's  in- 
fimtryaad  artillery.  His  right  flank  was  oppo- 
site the  angle  of  tiiis  work;  his  centre^ £ek»w 
towards  the  nortii-west,  was  opposed  to  the  flml 
of  the  work,  which  was  perpendicular  to  tfas 
road.  On  Stewart's  right,  in  front  of  the  &oe  if 
the  work,  and  pandlel  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
was  debume's  divimon,  of  Hill's  coxps.  Brigtr 
dier-General  Law's  brigade,  of  Hooa's  divisieo, 
was  in  line  perpendionmr  to  the  road  to  theleft^ 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  Preston,  and  doee  hy 
the  burnt  house  (Poe's),  near  which  was  a  bat^ 
tsry  of  Hood's  artillery.  A  poraonal  receonois- 
sance,  in  company  wiu  tiie  lieuteaantGenenl 
commanding,  showed  an  advantageous  positun 
for  artillery  in  front  of  Poe's  bmning  boose, 
from  Whidi  point  the  enemy's  main  line,  whidi 
fronted  eastward  and  was  situated  a  little  to  the 
east  of  Kelly's  field,  was  exposed  to  an  enfilade 
fire,  or  ratiier  to  a  fire  slight^  in  reverse.  His 
right  flank,  as  befcM^  stated,  was  thrown  hack^ 
right  angles  to  the  road,  and  was  located  behiad 
log  breastworks,  in  the  heavy  wood  between 
Poe's  and  Kdly's  fields.  As  the  enemy's  ri^ 
had  been  btMtten  back,  it  had,  by  a  oonvermoo 
on  this  angle  of  tiieir  work  as  a  pivot,  been 
gradually  driven  to  assume  a  position  alsoatagU 
anf^les  to  the  road,  his  right  resting  on  a  ohain  of 
heights  beginning  near  Snodpraan's  house,  aboi* 
a  fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  felly's  house,  on  the 
road,  and  extending  westward  about  one  wk 
to  the  Crawfish  road.  These  heists  eon^ 
tute  the  southern  spurs  whidi  toraiinste  Ifii- 
sionary  Badge,  are  covered  with  open  woodiy  ^ 
have  a  gentle  but  irregular  slope  oo  the  sottfa, 
the  north  and  the  east,  and  tiieir  summts  mt 
fu^y  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  tM»* 
rouading  eonntry.  A  little  after  Sour  o'dock  r. 
M.,  under  instructiofts  from  the  LieutenaniGeii- 
eral  oommanding,  I  ordered  Preston,  with  On- 
oie's  and  Kelly's  brigades,  to  support  Kerahawji 
brigade  in  the  attack  on  the  heights  near  Snodr 
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0tnV  house,  sosteining  him  oflerwardi  by 
^igs's  brigade.  Underlie  able  direolioB  of  Brig- 
dier^General  Preston,  the  first  two  brigsdes  pass- 
ed Kershaw^s  and  Andenon*8  br%ades,  which 
had  Bnfiered  severely  in  tiie  action,  and,  with 
great  impetuosity,  assukd  the  enemy  in  his  al- 
most impregiukble  position.  Trigg  on  coming  np 
was  directed  to  tiieleft  of  Kelly,  and,  joining  in  a 
muullaDeoiis  movement  of  mgadier-G«neral  B. 
R.  Johnson's  dirisicm  still  farther  to  the  left, 
pierced  and  turned  tiie  enemy's  line,  asd,  in 
conjimotion  with  Kelly,  Gracie  and  Robertson, 
drove  him  from  his  strong  position  into  the  ra- 
ymes  bey(^d,  where  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
were  captored.  For  the  details  of  this  brilliant 
actios  I  refer  yon  to  the  graphic  report  of  Brig- 
adier-General Preston.  While  this  action  was 
progreasing,  the  Ldentenatit-Oeneral  oommand- 
ing  directed  Stewart's  diyision  to  advance  and 
to  aid  the  combined  attack.  I  ordered,  by  his 
authority,  WiUtams'  battalion  of  reserve  artil- 
lery to  be  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Poe's 
hoQse.  This  was  done  nnder  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  Major  Porter,  my  chief  of  artillery. 
About  this  time  the  enemy  were  BM)ving  rein- 
foroem^ts  to  sustain  his  right,  which  was  stag- 
g^ing  under  tiie  terrific  assanlt  of  Preston. 
Williaiiffl,  with  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  opened 
iip<m  this  reinforcing  cohunn  with  destmctive  ef- 
fect, disparsing  it  in  every  direction  and  silenc- 
ing bis  artiUery.  At  the  same  time,  Stewart 
aaffinltad  the  enemy's  works  and  captured  a 
number  of  prisoners,  who  dared  not  cross  the 
Btraam  of  m'e  which  Williams  poured  across 
their  path.  Stewart,  in  advancing,  also  threw 
forward  one  of  hie  batteries,  which  joined  in 
the  fire.  As  he  advanced,  I  conducted  Darden's 
ka»»ry,  of  WilUams'  artillery,  to  Kelly's  field, 
but  tms  battery,  as  well  as  Stewart's  division,  it 
now  being  nightiall,  was  withdrawn  into  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  as  we  encountered  in  our  ad- 
yaaoe  the  right  wing  of  our  army,  which  joined 
in  the  aMtault  of  tl^  enemy's  works,  and  was 
moving  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  our  line 
of  march.  The  continued  cheers  of  the  army 
snnonnoed,  at  dark,  that  every  point  of  the  field 
bad  been  gained.  Stewart  bivouacked  within 
the  intFenchraents  he  had  assault^ ;  Preston, 
ttpon  the  heights  he  had  so  gallantiy  won. 

For  the  details  of  Ibe  action  of  which  this  re- 
port is  only  a  brief  s3rnop8is,  and  a  notice  of 
mdividuftl  condsct,  I  respectftilly  refer  you  to 
the  repcnrts  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 
mealal  eommanders,  and  of  the  chief  and  battel- 
ion  eommand^B  of  the  artfllery,  which  are 
berewidi  transmitted. 

To  tiie  gentlemen  of  my  staff  I  am  indebted 
for  their  prompt  andeallant  discluurge  of  duty 
Un  every  occasion.  No  commendation  fot)m  me 
can  add  to  the  well-earned  reputation  of  Maior- 
GoMrai  Stewart  and  his  Me  Brigadiers-John- 
son, who  was  detached  and  in  command  of  an 
improvised  division— Brown,  Bate,  and  Glajrton. 
They  w^re  worthy  leaders  of  the  brave  troops, 
neariy  all  of  tiiem  veterans,  whom  they  so  gal- 
lantly led.     Upon   Brigadier-Oeneral  Pteston 


and  his  brigade  oommanders,  Brisadier-General 
Qraoie  and  Colonels  Twigg  and  Kelly,  I  caraiot 
bestow  higher  praise  than  to  say,  that  their  con- 
duot  and  example  were  such  as  to  convert  a 
body  of  troops,  but  few  of  whom  had  before 
been  under  fire,  into  a  division  of  veterans  in 
their  first  battie.  Stewart's  veterans  maintained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  on  many  fields. 
Preston's  troops  emulated  their  example  and 
equalled  them  in  merit 

The  recapitulation  of  the  heavy  losses  sus- 
tained in  both  divisions  is  a  sad  testimony  of 
the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  survivors.  Few 
troops,  who  have  suffered  so  heavily,  have  been 
victorious  on  the  field  of  their  losses.  But  the 
result  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  invincible 
spirit  of  our  people,  which,  under  the  guidance 
of  Providence,  must  finally  win  us  our  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation. 

I  am,  Ck)lonel,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 
Maj/or-QeDonl,  lately  oommandlng  Baokner'B  Onpa. 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  FRANK  PORZER. 

HiADQUABms  Bvocmt's  Dimoir,        \ 
Nbab  GBiTTjuroooA,  Not.  10^  1868w  j 

7b  McQor  WUHam  F,  Martm,  Assistant  Adju- 

tant'Oenercd : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing* report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
of  General  Buckner's  corps,  at  the  battle  of 
Ghickamauga.  It  consisted  of  Williams'  bat- 
talion of  four  batteries ;  Leyden's  battalion  of 
three  batteries,  and  three  batteries  of  Major- 
General  Stewart's  division,  acting  with  their 
brigades.  Leyden's  battalion  was  attached  to 
Brigadier-General  Preston's  division,  and  by  his 
order  one  battery  was  attached  to  each  of  his 


most  of  the  ground  over  which  the  battio 
was  fought  was  very  thickly  wooded,  we  could 
not  see  more  than  three  himdred  yards  to  the 
front,  consequently  could  very  seldom  use  artil- 
lery. For  mis  reason  the  batteries  of  Major- 
General  Stewart's  division  fired  but  a  few  shots, 
tihough  they  were  left  in  exposed  positions  ana 
lost  between  twenty  and  thirty  horses.  Two  of 
the  batteries  of  Leyden's  battalion  were  en- 
gaged Satbrdav  and  Sunday,  but,  owing  to  the 
tiuckness  of  tne  timber  and  undergrowth,  con- 
tinued but  a  short  time.  Thev  were  upable  to 
ascertain  the  damage  they  inflicted.  They  suf- 
fered but  a  sli|g;ht  loss  themselves.  One  of  his 
batteries  (JefiSies')  was  held  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  original  line  until  the  battie  ceased.  Wil- 
liams' l3attalion  wtw  kept  as  reserve,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
ridge  which  Preston's  division  occupied.  When 
Stewart's  dhrision  was  carried  to  the  right  of  the 
Kne,  Brigadier-General  Mackall,  General  Bragg's 
chiefof  staff,  ordered  that  all  the  artillery  tiiat 
could  be  spared  from  the  corps  shoifid  be  placed 
in  the  position  just  vacated  by  General  Stewart 
In  obedience  to  this  order,  Major  Williams  was 
directed  to  post  two  of  his  batteries  there,  and 
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remain  to  repel  any  assanlt  that  4he  eneinj's  in- 
fantry might  make^  He  remained  there  eeveral 
houra^  part  of  the  time  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  which  he  oould  not  return,  aa  onr  fnaea  are 
so  uncertain  that  he  would  have  run  the  riak  of 
killing  our  cmm  men  by  firing  over  their  heads. 
He  remained  there  till  about  sundown,  when  he 
was  moved  back  to  his  former  position,  where 
he  remained  till  the  left  made  its  move  to  the 
front  and  right  on  Sunday.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  leave  Bucter's  battery  to  assist  Jeffries  in 
holding  the  bluff  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line, 
and  move  with  his  three  other  batteries  in  rear 
of  Preston's  division.  After  getting  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  he  was  placed  m  several  positions 
to  check  the  expected  moves  of  the  enemy,  but 
did  not  get  into  action  tiU  about  five  p.  u.  This 
was  when  Preston's  division  was  in  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  the  enemy  was  croswng  the 
Chattanooga  road  in  larsre  numbers  to  reinforce 
that  part  of  their  army  hdding  the  hill  to  the 
left  Major  Williams  was  then  ordered  to  take 
position  about  a  thousand  yards  from  where 
they  were  crossing  and  open  fire  with  his  three 
batteries.  This  he  did,  with  great  execution, 
silencing  the  enemy's  artillery,  cutting  off  the 
reinforcements,  and  enabling  ue  infantry  to  cap- 
ture between  five  and  six  hundred  prisoners. 
All  the  officers  and  men  acted,  whenever  they 
had  sm  opportunity  of  doing  so,  with  courage 
and  coolness.  Enclosed  are  reports  of  the  bat- 
talion commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frank  Porter, 

IbOor  and  Chief  of  ArtOlory. 

BEPORT  or  MAJ0IU7EWERAL  A.  P.  STEWART. 

Hbadquastkrs  SnwABi'8  Dnnsiox,        1 
NsAB  CoiTEAKOOCLA,  Tbtx.,  OctoboF  15,  1863.  / 

Ckq>tain  J.  N.  QaUoiher,  Assistant  Ai^uicoU-Oenr 

eral: 

Sir:  This  division,  constituting  at  the  time 
a  part  of  Buckner's  corps,  with  the  exception 
of  Johnson's  brigade  detached,  marchecT  on 
Thursdav  morning,  September  seventeenth,  1863, 
from  Lamyette,  Georgia,  in  the  direction  of  Chat- 
tanooga. We  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
Peavine  Creek,  and  resumed  the  march  next 
morning  with  Bate's  brigade  in  front,  Clayton's 
foUowing,  and  Brown's  in  rear,  the  column  tak- 
ing the  direction  to  Thedford's  Ford  on  the  West 
Chickamauga.  Arriving  during  the  afternoon 
of  Friday,  the  eighteenui,  within  a  mile  or  less 
of  the  ford,  Major-Geiteral  Buckner  directed 
me  to  occupy  the  high  ground  in  its  vicinity, 
commanding  the  s4>proaches  to  it,  but  not  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  near  at  hand,  unless  necessary.  With  the 
aid  of  Major  Nocquet,  of  the  engineers.  Bate's 
and  Clayton's  brigades,  with  their  batteries, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  wooded  heights, 
respectively,  below  and  above  the  ford.  Brown's 
being  drawn  up  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Clayton's. 
The  Eufala  battery,  Captain  Oliver  commanding, 
and  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  botn 
of  Bate's  brigade,  opened  fij-e  upon  the  enemy. 


in  tiie  direction  of  Alezaad^'s  Bridge,  who 
soon  retired.  Three  companies  from  Qayton'B 
brigade  were  then  sent  across  the  stream  to 
occupy,  as  skirmishers,  a  wooded  hill  beyond, 
and  after  nightfall  his  entire  brigade  CTOssed. 

Early  Satorday  morning,  the  nineteenlh,  the 
other  two  brigades  Passed  on,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Clayton's.  The  commanding  Geoenl 
coming  up  soon  after,  and  receiving  information 
that  the  troops  which  had  crossed  the  stream 
lower  down  nad  advanced  and  established  their 
line  in  front  of  and  nearly  at  right  aBgles 
to  Preston's,  whose  division  had  passed  the 
stream  above,  and  was  then  on  my  left,  General 
Buckner  directed  me  to  move  forward  and  form 
on  the  left  of  this  line.  This  was  done,  Glajton 
forming  on  the  left  of  McNair,  whose  brigade 
constituted  part  of  an  impromptu  division,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
Brown,  and  Bate  in  rear.  Preston's  division 
was  then  formed  on  my  left,  also  in  three  linee, 
all  fronting  nearly  or  quite  to  the  west  While 
in  this  position  the  Eufala  battery  (three-indi 
rifled  guns)  was  sent  forward  by  General  Back- 
ner's  order,  as  I  was  informed,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  enemy's  position  in  front  The  enemy 
replied  with  shell  an<]^  round  shot^  wounding  a 
few  of  our  men.  A  subsequent  diange,  nude 
abo  by  order  of  General  Buckner,  moved  ub  a 
space  equal  to  brigade  frx>nt  directly  to  the  right 
Soon  aner  making  tiiis  change  of  position,  and, 
as  I  supposed,  near  noon,  Miyor  Pollock  B.  Lee 
brought  me  an  order  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral to  move  to  the  point  where  firing  had  com- 
menced, which  seemed  to  be  a  considWahle  dis- 
tance to  the  right,  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of 
us.  Before  moving  I  went  to  General  Bragg, 
himself,  who  was  near  by,  in  order  to  get  mqp 
specific  directions.  He  informed  me  that  Walker 
was  engaged  on  the  right,  was  much  cut  upland 
the  enemy  threatening  to  turn  his  flank;  that 
General  Polk  was  in  command  on  that  wing,  and 
that  I  must  be  eovemed  by  drcuinstaiMm 
Moving  by  the  right  flank  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated, &om  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  we  arrived  near 
a  corn-field,  beyond  which  the  heaviest  firing 
was  heard.  Messengers  were  sent  in  search  (» 
General  Polk,  but  without  succ^s,  and  fearing 
to  lose  too  'much  time,  I  determined  to  move 
upon  the  enemy  aross  the  corn-field.  Lieutenant 
W .  B.  Richmond,  Aid  to  General  Polk,  confirmed 
me  in  this  design.  He  came  up  in  search  of  the 
General  himseu,  and  told  me  toiit,  from  what  he 
knew  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  situation 
of  the  enemy,  a  better  point  at  which  to  attack 
them  could  not  be  found.  According^,  Brigap 
dier-General  Clayton  was  directed  to  advance, 
and  it  is  but  just  to  this  excellent  officer  and  his 
fine  brigade  to  say  that  t^y  moved  forward  t» 
this,  their  first  engagement,  with  ereat  spirit 
and  alacrity,  and  in  admirable  ord^.  3tujor 
Hatcher,  of  my  staff,  was  sent  with  them  to 
bring  me  intelligence,  and  I  followed  ograelf 
untU  overtaken  by  an  Aid  or  Brigadier-General 
Wright,  of  Cheatham's  division,  who  informed 
me  mat  Wright's  brigade  had  been  turned  by 
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enemy  on  its  left,  its  battery  captured,  and 
General  needed  aid.  Paasiiig  a  short  dia- 
ce  towards  the  left,  and  meeting  Greneral 
ight,  he  informed  me  that  hia  brigade 
I  fallen  back,  jeavinz  his  battery  in  the 
ida  of  the  enemy,  "niis,  at  least,  was  the 
^stance  of  what  he  said,  according  to  my 
oUection.  Brigadier-General  Brown  was  im- 
diately  ordered  to  advance,  and,  soon  after, 
was  discovered  that  Clayton's  brigade  had 
^<\ued  to  the  Idf t  and  was  moving  forward  in 
r  front.  After  a  severe  engagement  of  near 
hour,  during^  which  he  sustained  a  loss  of 
^ly  four  hundred  ofificers  and  men.  General 
ayt4>n  withdrew  to  Replenish  his  exhausted 
^munition,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Gen- 
1^  Brown.  This  gallant  officer  with  his  vet- 
uii  command  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the 
\emy  before  them  several  hundred  yards 
iTough  a  dense  undergrowth,  and  routing  his 
rst  line,  driving  it  back  upon  his  second,  ii^ch 
raft  posted  on  a  slight  ridge,  and  supported  by 
rtillery.  Advancing  upon  this  line,  under  a 
errific  fire  froni  all  arms,  the  enemy  were  forced 
roin  the  ridge,  which  was  occupied,  but  from 
»'hich  the  hrigside  soon  withdrew,  in  conse- 
[ueiice  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  its 
right. 

After  passing  the  dense  undergrowth  men- 
tioned, the  horses  were  killed  and   gunners 
driven  from  several  field-pieces  opposite  the 
centre  and  right  of  the  brigade.    Three  of  them, 
six-pounder  nfled  brass  pieces,  were  brought  off 
by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  commanding  Dawson's 
battery,  and  two  others  by  other  troops  of  the 
division.    The  left  regiment  (Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
nessee) also   drove  the  enemv  from  another 
battery,  three  pieces  of  whicn  were  left  be- 
tween the  opposing  lines,  but  were  not  brought 
off!    The  brigade  sustained,  during  this  engage- 
ment, a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.    It  being 
necessary  to  relieve  Brown,  Bate's  brigade  was 
brought  up,  and  received  by  the  enemy  with 
as  hot  a  fire  as  had  successively  greeted  Clayton 
and  Brown.    Attacking,  however,  with  flieir 
usual  impetuosity,  they  drove  the  enemy  back, 
forcing  him  to  withdraw  his  batteries  and  to 
abandon  one  position  after  another,  losing  and 
re^Japturing  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  wresting 
trom  him  the  flajg  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  re- 
giment, Wrighfs  brigade.     Clayton's  brigade 
being  again  brought  forward  as  a  support  to 
Bate,  the  two  pressed  on,  driving  the  enemy 
beyond  the  road  leading  to  Chattanooga.    Clay- 
ton s  brigade,  with  a  portion  of  Bate's,  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile  beyond  this  road, 
^nen,  in  consequence  of  threatening  movements 
on  the  right  and  left,  tfiey  fell  back  leisurely 
*bout  sunset,  re-forming  on  the  east  side  of  the 

In  these  charges  the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty- 
Bcventh  Tennessee  regiments,  Colonel  Tyler  com- 
mandm^,  captured  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
'^layton  8  brigade,  aided  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Ala- 
bama, of  Bate's  brigade  (Colonel  Bush  Jones 
commanding),  captured  three  pieces.     Durmg 


the  whole  of  these  several  engagements  the  ene- 
my's fire  was  very  heavy  and  destructive,  and 
each  brigade  suffered  severely,  both  in  officers 
and  men.  Their  conduct  was  most  gratifying, 
and  needs  no  praise  from  me. 

As  the  result  of  the  afternoon's  work,  to  which 
each  brigade  contributed  its  full  share,  I  claim 
that  we  rescued  the  battery  of  Wright's  brigade 
and  the  flag  of  one  of  his  regiments ;  that  twelve' 
pieces  of  artillery  were  wrested  from  the  enemy, 
from  two  to  three  hundred  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  several  hundx-ed  stands  of  small  arms 
secured  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy's 
line  pieiy;ed  near  its  centre  and  driven  back 
beyond  the  Chattanooga  road.  Among  the  pris- 
oners was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Schraden, 
Assistant  hispector-General  on  the  staff  of  the 
Federal  General  Thomas.  Of  the  artillery  ac- 
tually captured,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  how 
many  pieces  were  ultimately  secured.  After 
night.  Major  Eldridge,  Chief  wf  Artillery,  sent 
four  pieces  and  one  caisson  beyond  the  Chicka- 
mauga. 

The  men  being  exhausted,  and  night  approach- 
ing, after  distributing  ammunition.  Brown's  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  R'ontyfiioing  the  Chattanooga 
road ;  Clayton  on  the  right  and  facing  in  that  di- 
rection, as  there  were  no  troops  of  ours  within 
half  a  mile  of  us  towards  the  right.  Bate's  bri« 
gade  on  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Brown's.  During 
the  night  a  number  of  stragglers  from  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy  were  picked  up  and  sent  to  the 
rear  by  my  skirmishers  or  pickets.  I  should 
have  stated  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  tlie 
ground,  its  advantages  being  altogether  with  the 
enemy,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  artil- 
lery. Daring  the  night  the  enemy  were  heard 
constructing  defences,  and  moving  artillery 
towards  his  left 

After  leaving  General  Bragg,  as  mentioned,  I 
saw  no  officer  whose  rank  was  superior  to  my 
own  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Having  been  sep- 
arated from  ^e  ^^^  ^  which  the  division 
was  attached,  a  staff  officer  was  sent  after  night 
— the  earhest  moment  practicable— to  report  to 
Major-G^neval  Buckner,  who  directed  toat  we 
should  remain  in  position  until  further  orders. 

Early  the  next  morning,  twentieth,  Lieutenant- 
Gkneral  Iiongstreet,who  had  arrived  during  the 
night,  came  to  see  me.  and  informed  me  thait  I 
would  receive  my  orders  on  that  day  directly 
from  him,  that  the  attack  was  to  commence  on 
our  extreme  right  at  davlight,  was  to  bei  followed 
on  the  left,  and  gradually,  or  rather  successively, 
to  extend  to  the  centre,  and  that  I  should  move 
after  the  division  on  my  right  or  the  one  on  my 
left  had  moved,  according  to  circumstance.  Ap- 
prising him  of  the  fact  that,  there  were  no 
troops  to  the  right,  at  least  within  a  half  mile, 
he  directed  me  to  move  something  more  than  a 
Quarter  of  a  nule  in  that  direction.  This  was 
done,  Brown's  brigade  forming  on  the  front  line 
on  the  crest  of  a  slight  ridge,  and  oonstruoting 
a  breastwork  of  logs ;  Clayton's  a  few  hmidred 
vards  in  rear,  on  a  parallel  ridge,  and  Bate  with 
his  left  resting  on  Brown  s  right,  his  line  extend- 
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ing  obliquely  to  tiie  right  and  rear,  to  prevent 
tiie  enemy  from  tnmine  oar  position,  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  me^right  wing  was  a  very 
considerable  distance  to  onr  rear.  My  division 
was  the  right  of  the  left  wing  commanded  bv 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  and  McNaurs 
brigade  was  on  the  left  of  ENrown's.  Sabse- 
^quentiy  Wood's  brigade,  of  Glebome's  division, 
'was  formed  on  the  right,  and  in  prolongation  of 
Brown's,  and  abont  nine  A.M.,  Deshler's  was 
formed  on  the  right  of  Bate's. 

In  the  meantime,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  np- 
on  OS  from  the  enemy's  batteries  in  onr  immedi- 
ate front,  and  but  a  few  hundred  yards  distant, 
by  which  some,  losses  were  occasioned.  At 
length,  about  eleven  a-m.,  Major  Lee,  of  General 
Bragg's  staff,  came  to  me  with  an  order  to  ad- 
vance at  once  and  attack  the  enemv.  I  informed 
him  what  orders  had  previously  been  received, 
and  that  no  attack  had  been  made  on  my  ri^t 
He  replied  that  €kneral  Bragg  had  directed  nim 
to  pass  along  the  lines  andgive  the  order  to 
every  division  commander  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  immediatelv.  Accordin^lv,  I  arranged 
with  General  Wood  that  he  should  advance  with 
Brown,  whict  was  done  without  delay.  Clayton 
was  moved  up  immediately  to  Brown's  position, 
and  Bate's  right  thrown  forward  to  bring  him 
on  line  with  Clayton,  when  they  also  advanced 
to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  Brown  and 
Wood.  For  several  hundred  yards  both  lines 
pressed  on  under  the  most  terrible  fire  it  has 
ever  been  my  fortune  to  witness.  The  enemy 
retired,  and  our  men,  though  mowed  down  at 
every  step,  rushed  on  at  double-quick,  until  at 
length  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  Brown  broke 
in  confusion,  exposing  him  to  an  enfilade  fire. 
He  continued  on,  however,  some  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  yards  further,  when  his  two  right  regiments 
gave  wajr  in  disorder,  and  retired  to  their  orig- 
inal position.  His  centre  and  left,  however, 
foDowed  by  the  gallant  Clavton  and  indomitable 
Bate,  pressed  on,  passing  the  corn-field  in  front 
of  the  burnt  house,  and  to  a  distance  of  two  to 
three  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road,  driving  the  enemy  within  his  line  of  m- 
trenchments,  and  passing  a  battery  of  four  guns, 
which  were  afterwards  teken  possession  of  by 
a  regiment  from  another  division.  Here,  new 
batteries  being  opened  by  the  enemy  on  our 
front  and  flank,  heavily  supported  by  infantry,  it 
became  necessary  to  retire,  the  command  re-form- 
ing on  the  ground  occupied  before  the  advance. 


Daring  this  charge,  which  was  truly  heroic, 
our  loss  was  severe.  Several  valuable  officen 
were  killed  and  wounded.  GrenenUs  Brown  and 
Clayton  were  each  struck  by  spent  grape,  tem- 
porarily disabling  the  former,  and  General  Bate 
and  several  of  his  staff  had  their  horses  killed, 
the  second  lost  by  General  Bate  that  momiog. 
After  remaining  long  enough  to  reform  the 
lines,  to  replenish  ammunition  and  rest  the  meo. 
the  command  again  advanced  to  the  com-fida 
mentioned  above,  then  moved  by  tiie  right  flank 
until  it  formed  across  a  ridge  which  extended 
obliquely  to  the  front  and  right  The  enengr 
were  stdl  in  position  behind  a  breastwork  m 
logs,  a  few  hundred  yafdsin  front  of  us,  and, 
General  Bnckner  coming  up,  I  understood  it  to 
be  his  wish  that  I  should  not  then  attempt  to 
go  forward,  but  to  await  orders. 

In  the  meantime  a  severe  stru^Ie  was  going 
on  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  field,  in  one  comer 
of  which,  near  the  Chattanoc^  road,  stood  KeQ/a 
house. 

About  five  p.  M.  an  order  reached  me,  by  ao 
officer  of  (General  Longstreet's  staff,  to  move  {or- 
ward  upon  the  enemy.  Brown's  brigade,  now 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cook,  of  the  *^hirty-6e^ 
ond  Tennessee,  was  directed  to  support  the 
artillery  placed  in  position  on  a  hill  in  the  corn- 
field to  our  left,  and  Clayton's  and  Bate's  hri- 
gades,  in  the  order  named,  advanced  with  a  cheer 
and  at  a  double-quick  upon  the  enemy's  defences. 
The  enemy  gave  way,  utterly  routed ;  our  men 
dashed  over  their  breastworks,  pursuing  to  the 
ed^e  of  the  open  ground  or  field  around  the 
"  Kelly  house,"  where  we  halted,  capturing  three 
or  four  hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  was 
Major  Beattie,  of  the  regular  army.  A  prisoner 
brought  up  before  the  charge  was  made,  stated 
that  the  position  was  held  by  the  division  of  the 
Federal  General  Revnolds.  The  Eufela  batteiy 
was  brought  up  and  fired  tiie  last  shots  at  the 
retreating  foe,  who,  being  taken  in  flank  by  onr 
attack,  fled  from  their  position  in  front  oX  the 
division  on  our  right 

During  the  nignt  and  next  rooming  several 
thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  accoutrement^ 
&c.,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunitioa,  were 
collected  by  my  division,  a  large  portion  of 
which  was  removed  by  our  ordnance  wagons. 
.  Our  total  loss  in  the  three  brigades  during 
Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  was  as 
follows,  viz. : 


Bboidb. 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

1 

Broini»f, 

Bate's, 

QATton'g, 

IflO 
182 
M 

S 
8 
8 
8 

IJSK) 
1,086 
1^3 
02 
108 
86 
8S 

60 
06 

86 

1 
1 
1 

496 
616 
635 

f 
18 
2 

1 

4 
U 
18 

8 



........ 

480 
608 

"? 

14 

S 
S 

SS.3 
46T 
43.4 

Dftwaon't  Bstlerr, , 

Eofala  BftUery, 

Hamphreyt'  Battery, 

Bioort  Cbmpny, 

......*• 

868 

4,010 

S06 

1,4» 

87 

1.T88 

DOCUMBNTa 


881 


Imoi^  these  were  Beveral  officera  of  eminent 
worth  and  services,  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders.  I  desire 
to  express  my  h^h  appreciation  of  Brigadier- 
Generals  Brown,  Sate,  and  Clayton,  and  of  their 
lespectiye  commands.  Representing  the  three 
States  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  they 
vied  with  each  other  in  deeds  of  high  and  noble 
daring.  The  CJonfederacy  has  nowhere  braver 
defenders  led  by  more  skilfnl  commanders.  It 
is  due  to  the  several  members  of  my  stafi  that  I 
should  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  their  in^ 
valuable  service,  and  record  my  estimate  of 
their  personal  bearing  and  conduct  in  the  field. 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  A.  A.  General,  than 
whom  &ere  is  not  a  more  active  or  faithful 
officer  in  &e  service,  displayed  throughout  his 
javtal  intelligence^romptness,  and  coolcourage. 
Major  John  C.  Thompson,  A.  L  Greneral,  and 
lientenant  S.  H.  Gahal,  A.  A.  and  I.  GreneraL 
were  conspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  disregard 
of  danger.  Major  J.  W.  Mdridge,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tiDeiy,  discharged  his  duties  with  energy  and 
skill,  bringing  me  artillery  into  play,  on  ^e  few 
occasions  where  it  was  practicable,  with  judg- 
ment and  success.  My  two  Aids,  Lieutenants 
Bromfield  Ridley,  Jr.,  and  R.  Caruthers  Stewart, 
tikoueh  very  young  men,  and  the  latter  under 
fire  for  the  first  time,  behaved  with  commenda- 
ble gallantry. 

On  Satoraay,  I  was  also  well  served  b^  Mr. 
John  E.  Hatcher,  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  private 
John  M.  House,  a  clerk  in  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's office.  To  Chief  Surgeon  G.  B.  Thornton, 
and  the  Medical  Inspector,  Dr.  G.  W.  Burton,  I 
Sin  indebted  for  ^e  good  care  of  the  wounded, 
ind  the  ezoellent  hospital  arrangements  pro- 
vided under  their  supervision,  and  for  .their 
nnremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  Under  the 
management  of  Captain  J.  W.  Stewart,  Ordnance 
Officer,  supplies  of  ammunition  were  always 
promptly  at  nand  when  needed,  and  affiedrs  were 
managed  to  my  entire  satisfaction  in  their  re- 
^ective  departments,  by  Majors  John  A.  Lau- 
derdale, Acting  Quartermaster,  and  J.  D.  Cross, 
Aotiog  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  who  are 
among  the  most  faithful  and  energetic  officers 
ol  their  branches  of  service. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Cs^tain  H.  L.  Foule, 
commanding  my  escort,  and  who  acted  as  my 
Aid,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  admirable 
con4>any,  for  their  intelligence,  activity,  and 
seal  I  have  never  required  a  service  from  the 
oooq)any,  nor  firom  any  member  of  it,  that  was 
not  perk>rmed  to  my  <)ntire  satisfiBkction.  In  con- 
cfamon,  I  desire  to  express  my  hmnble  but  most 
mteful  a<^owledgment8  to  Almighty  God 
for  i^  signal  success  that  crowned  our  arms. 
Greatly  outnumbered  as  we  were  by  a  skilful 
and  determined  foe,  our  own  strong  arms  and 
stout  hearts  could  never  have  secured  to  us  the 
victory  without  the  Divine  fiavon  Let  all  the 
praise  be  ascribed  to  His  holy  name. 

Enclosiiig  with  this  the  seports  of  brigade 
and  regimental  conmMmders,  to  which  I  b^  to 
zefer  for  detaib  and  for  the  nao^s  of  those  in 


their  respective  commands  who  entitled  them- 
s^ves  to  special  mention, 
I  am,  Captain,  very  resnectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Alexander  P.  Stewabt, 

MtOor-General. 

The  credit  of  rescuing  Games*  battery,  of 
Wright's  brigade,  is  due  to  Brown's  Brigade. 
The  flag  of  me  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regiment 
was  recaptured  by  ^te's  brigade. 

Alex.  jP.  Stewart, 

MiJor-0«iMra]. 

REPORT  or  MAJOR-GENERAL  R  F.  CHEATHAM. 


HBAiKiuixnBs,  CtaAiHAM's  DnraiOH,  pQtK'8  Gosn,  ) 

Abict  or  TekkksdlGamp  Prsbxon  Swih,  betou  C&at-  \ 
TAiroooA,  October  90tb,  1808.  ) 

Liet4tenan^Chhnel  George  Wm,  Brent,  Assistant- 
A(iJutarU'Gfenerai  Army  of  Tennessee : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  conunand  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  in  the  subsequent  afiair  resulting  in 
the  occupation  of  Missionary  Rid^e : 

The  division  was  composed  of  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  John  K.  Jackson ;  Man- 
ey's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  George  Maney; 
&nith's  brigade,  Brieadier-General  Preston 
Smith ;  Wrights  brigade,  Bri^adier-Greneral  M. 
J.  Wright;  Strahl's  brigsule,  Brigadier-General 
0.  F.  ctrahl;  Stanford's  batterv  of.  four  guns, 
Cs^tain  T.  J.  Stanford :  Games  battery  of  four 
guns.  Captain  W.  W.  Games ;  Scoggins*  battery 
of  four  guns,  Captain  J.  Scoggins ;  Scott's  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  First-Lieutenant  John  Marsh 
commanding ;  and  Smith's  battery  of  four  guns, 
First-Lieutenant  William  B.  Turner  command- 
ing. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  lieutenantrGen* 
era!  Polk,  I  crossed  Chickamaiuea  Creek  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  nineteenth  September,  at 
seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  moved  my  conunand. by 
the  flank  in  a  northern  direction,  formed  my 
Hne  of  battle,  and  awaited  orders. 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  received  orders  di- 
rect from  tha  General  commanding  the  army, 
through  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  his  staff,  to  move 
to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  to  the  support 
of  Major-General  Walker,  whose  division  nad 
been  tor  some  time  warmly  en^^ed,  and  who 
reported  himself  as  being  heavily  pressed  by 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who,  sub- 
sequent events  disclosed,  had,  or  was  at  this 
time  concentrating  the  bulk  of  his  forces  on 
our  right  and  in  front  of  Major-General  Walk- 
er's command.  Moving  n^idly  by  the  right 
flank,  I  reaehed  the  road  leadine  from  Alexan- 
der's Bridge,  and  at  once  formed  my  command 
immediately  in  rear  of  Msgor-Geneial  Walker's 
line  of  battle-Jackson's  brigade  on  the  right, 
Smith's  in  the  centre,  and  Wright's  brigade  on 
the  left,  the  whole  line  supported  by  Ifaney's 
and  Strahl's  brigades,  which  were  held  as  re- 
serves. About  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  I  gave  the 
order  to  advance,  at  the  same  time  notifying  the 
several  brigade  commanders  that  there  was  no 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S82 


REBELLION    BSCORD,    1862-65. 


support  on  the  right  or  left  flank,  Mid,  after  pro- 
ceeding aboQt  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  ^e 
line  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  in 
heavy  force  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  columns  of 
Major-Crenend  Walker.  The  left  and  centre  of 
Jackson  at  once,  and  in  a  few  moments  thereaf- 
ter the  entire  line,  became  engaged,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  the  advance  of  me  enemy, 
and  handsomely  drove  him  back,  with  heavjr 
loss,  to  the  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  where,  he  took  shdter  behind  his  breast- 
works, and,  assisted  by  the  arrival  of  heavy 
reinforcements,  checked  the  further  advance  of 
my  line.  Without  support  either  on  my  right  or 
left  and  after  a  severe  engagement  of  two  hours, 
I  directed  the  tluree  brigades  to  retire  for  re-form- 
ation, and  ordered  Gknerals  Maney  and  Strahl  io 
occupy  and  hold  the  positions  vacated  by  Jack- 
son and  Smith  and  make  no  attempt  to  advance. 
Reacl^ng  the  positions  assigned  them,  Maney's 
and  Strahrs  brigades  were  attacked  in  front  and 
on  both  flanks,  Dy  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  and  forcea  to  retire  and  take  position  in 
rear  of  Jackson's  and  Smith's  brigades,  which 
were  moved  forward  in  the  position  held  before 
the  advance,  and  on  the  right  and  left  of  Turner's 
battery.  The  enemy,  flushed  with  a  supposed 
victory,  boldly  advanced  upon  my  line,  and,  com- 
ing within  short  range,  was  checked  and  forced 
back  in  disorder  by  me  well  directed  disch^ges 
of  shell  and  canister  from  the  guns  of  TSu- 
ner's  battery.  T  made  no  effort  to  advance  my 
line  after  tms  success,  for  the  reason  that  the 
enemy's  dispositions  on  my  right  and  left  flank, 
and  from  information  derived  from  prisoners 
captured,  satisfied  me  that  the  entire  corps  of 
the  Federal  General  Thomas,  reinforced  by  the 
divisions  of  Yancleve  and  Palmer,  were  in  my 
front.  I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  sim- 
ply hold  my  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements. The  result  of  this  engagement  of 
about  three  hours'  duration,  against  such  heavy 
odds,  with  both  flanks  exposed,  was,  that  my 
command  successfully  checked  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  seize 
the  crossmg  of  the  Ghickamauga  at  Alexander's 
Bridge  and  Hunt's  Ford.  This  result  was  attend- 
ed with  a  heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men,  as  is 
attested  by  the  long  list  of  casualties  heretofore 
famished  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  nu- 
merous exhibitions  of  good  conduct  on  the  part 
of  officers  and  men,  pamcular  mention  of  which 
is  made  in  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  which  are  herewith  forwarded.  I 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  refer  to  the  impor- 
tant service  rendered  by  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Turner,  commanding  battery.  Posted  on  an 
elevation  commanding  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  used  his  advantage  with  great  effect,  and  I 
displayed  a  dm*ee  of  efficiency  in  the  service  { 
of  his  guns  highly  commendable  to  himself,  his  j 
officers,  and  men,  and  accomplished  a  result  (he 
importance  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate. 
Three  pieces  of  Sooggins'  battery  were  at  the 
same  tame  engaged,  and  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice. 


Jackson's  brigade,  during  this  engagement, 
took  from  the  enemy  three  pieces  of  his  artillery 
and  sent  them  to  the  rear.  Sooggins'  battery, 
of  this  brigade,  in  retiring,  under  orders,  bad 
the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one  caisson  disabled 
and  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
piece  and  caisson  were,  however,  subsequently 
re^tured. 

Wright's  brigade,  occupyinff  the  extreme  left 
of  myUne,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  two  honrs' 
duration,  was  found  to  be  exposed  to  a  severe 
fire  on  the  left  flank  and  forced  to  retire, 
CameB'  battery,  doing  duty  with  this  brigade, 
after  losing  one  half  of  its  men  and  horses,  was 
abandoned  on  the  field,  but  the  enemy  was  una- 
ble to  remove  the  guns,  and  they  were  recap- 
tured, uninjured,  in  the  advance  of  the  next 
day. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  division  of  ilajor- 
General  Cleburne  arrived  on  the  field,  and,  with 
my  command,  was  ordered  by  Lieuteiiant4}eD- 
eiil  Polk  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  My  en- 
tire oonunand  advanced,  unaer  a  heavy  fibre  of 
musketry  for  about  six  hundred  yards,  the  ene- 
my yielding  and  giving  way  at  our  approadL 
At  this  point,  orders  were  given  to  niakeno 
further  advance  and  the  firing  abruptly  ceased, 
when  my  lines  were  re-formed  and  flie  division 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  this  night  attack,  Jackson's  and  ftnitfa's 
brigades  only,  of  my  command,  encountered  the 
enemy.  Thr^  hundred  of  tiie  enemy  were 
captured  by  Smith's  brigade  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  the  colors  of  the  Sevens-seventh 
Pennsylvania  regiment  were  captured  by  Colo- 
nel, now  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  V  aughn,  Jr.  It 
was  in  this  night  attack  that  Brigadier-General 
Preston  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  received  his  mor- 
tal wound,  from  which  he  died  in  fifty  minutes. 
At  the  head  of  his  noble  brigade,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  commander,  as  Colonel  and  Brigar 
dier-CJeneral  for  two  years  and  a  half,  he  fell  m 
the  performance  of  what  he  himself,  with  hi« 
expiring  breath,  simply  said  was  his  duty.  Ac- 
tive, energetic,  and  brave,  with  a  rare  fitness 
to  command,  full  of  honorable  ambition,  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  most  elevated  patriotmn, 
the  whole  country  will  mourn  his  fall  and  do 
honor  to  his  memory.  Two  of  his  staff,  Captain 
John  DonelsoH,  acting  Assistant  Adjutant^Gen- 
oral,  and  Captain  Thomas  H.  King,  acting  Aid- 
de-Camp,  both  officers  of  excellent  merit,  were 
killed  within  a  few  minutes  of  General  ^nith. 

During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, I  was  notified  by  Lieutenant-Grencral  Polk 
that  the  attack  would  be  renewed  at  daylight 
My  command  was  already  formed  and  in  expec- 
tation of  orders  to  advance  at  the  appointed 
hour,  but,  for  reasons  thus  unknown  to  me,  no 
advance  was  made  untU  nine  o'clock,  a.  >• 
When  in  the  act  of  advancing  my  line,  I  dis- 
covered that  my  front  was  partially  covered  by 
Major-General  Stewarts  division,  and,  commu- 
nicating the  fiact  in  person  to  the  General  com- 
manding the  army,  was  by  him  directed  not  to 
advance,  but  to  hold  my  command  as  a  reserve. 
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No  part  of  my  command!  except  JttckBon's  bri- 
gade, was  eng^ed  in  the  active  operations  of 
me  twentieth  ^ptember,  until  the  hour  of  six 

P.M. 

Abont  eleven  o'clock,  a.  x.,  of  the  twentieth 

Stember,  Brigadier-General  Jackson  received 
sra  from  the  General  commanding  the  armv 
to  go  to  the  support  of  lientenant^eneral  Hill 
For  an  account  of  the  action  of  this  brigade, 
whilit  detached  from  my  command,  your  atten- 
tion is  directed  to  the  report  of  Brigadiep<}en- 
eral  Jackson. 

At  two  o'clock,  p.  M.,  I  received  orders  1»  pro- 
ceed with  my  command  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  line,  where  I  remained  xmtil  six.  p.  m.,  when 
a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line  was  or- 
dered. Jackson's  brigade,  on  the  left  of  General 
Walker,  was  now  actively  engaged,  and  his 
ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  General 
Maney,  witii  his  brigade,  was  ordered  to  relieve 
him.  Wright's  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on 
Maney's  right,  and  to  advance  with  the  entire 
hne,  now  in  motion.  These  brigades  encoun- 
tored  but  sHght  resistance.  The  enemy,  now 
fim^ely  assailed  at  all  points,  yielded  the  field 
to  us  and  fled  in  disorder. 

At  two  o'clock,  p.  M.,  on  the  twenty-first,  I 
moved  my  command  in  ^e  direction  of  Ghicka- 
maoga  S^Hon,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 
near  the  old  Mission  House,  on  Ghickamauga 
Creek. 

'Eax)j  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  I 
was  dffected  by  Lieutenant-General  Polk  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and 
airived  at  tiie  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  soon  ascertained  that  me  enemy 
occapied  ^e  crest  of  the  ridge  in  force.  After 
makii^  the  aeoessary  reconnoissances,  Maney's 
brigacro  on  tiie  right,  and  Smith's  on  the  left — 
the  latter  was  now  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  J. 
Vaughan — ^wcre  deployed  and  ordered  to  carry 
the  position  held  by  the  enemy,  which  was 
done,  after  a  spirited  en|^ement  of  a  few  min- 
utes. The  position  was  mund  to  be  one  of  much 
natural  streneth,  increased  by  breastworks  made 
of  stone  and  fallen  timber ;  but  the  enemy,  now 
demoralized  by  a  succession  of  disasters,  made 
but  a  feeble  resistanoe,  and  fled  in  great  baste. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  beg  to  mention  an 
act  of  daring  and  heroism  on  the  part  of  Colonel 
8. 8.  dtantoD,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee 
Vdunteers.  During  the  engagement  of  the 
nineteenUi,  his  regiment^  exposed  to  a  dose  and 
heavy  fire,  wavered  for  a  moment,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  the  act  of  falling  back,  when  the  intrepid 
Colonel  seized  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  and, 
mshinz  to  the  front,  caUed  his  men  to  follow 
bim.  Inspired  by  his  heroic  example,  the  regi- 
ment re-formed  on  tlie  colors,  and  at  once  recov- 
ered the  ground  they  had  lost  Whilst  the 
colors  were  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  8tanton, 
tiiev  were  ptooed  tlurty  times  by  the  enemy's 

The  officers  of  my  staff— *Major  James  D.  Por- 
ter, Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Major  John 
Ingram,  Assistemt  Adjutant-General ;  Migor  Mo- 


lanothon  Smith,  Oiief  of  Artillery ;  Major  Joseph 
Vaux,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-Greneral ;  Captain 
Thomas  F.  Henry,  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Dr.  F.  Rice,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Lieutenant  F.  H. 
McNairy,  Aid-de-Camp ;  lieutenant  J.  Webb 
Smith.  Aid-de-Camp ;  Major  S.  H.  Brooks  and  A. 
L.  Robertson,  volunteer  Aids*de-Camp ;  Major 
John  A.  Cheatham,  Chief  of  Ordnance;  Major 
G.  V.  Young,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Major  B.  J. 
Butler,  Chic^  Commisaary — all  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  proper  perfc^manoe  of  the  du- 
ties assigned  them. 

Mv  escort — Company  G,  Second  Georgia 
cavalry,  Cfi4>tain  T.  M.  Merritt — were,  under  my 
orders,  employed  in  collecting  the  small  arms 
abandoned  Dy  the  enemp^,  and  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  me  industrious  performance  of  their 
duty. 

Respectfully,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  F.  Chratham, 

Major-General,  conEunanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-OENERAL  JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

HBAOQUMtms  BBSOKmoDGB'B  fimaioir,  Hnx's  Gosn, ) 
0cU)l>er,  1M8.        / 

LietOeTumt'Colond  Archer  Ander«m^  Asaiiktnt 

AcfjtiiarU-  Gfefieral : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  oper- 
ations of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
September  last : 

It  was  composed  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Sixth 
and  Ninth  Kentuc^,  and  Forty-first  Alabama 
regiments,  with  Cobb's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Bn£adier-G«nend  B.  H.  Helm;  the 
Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty-fifth 
and  Nineteenth  Louisiana;  Thirty-second  Alar 
bama,  and  Austin's  battalion  of  sharpshootmrs, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  (Fifth  Washington  artil- 
lery), under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Daniel  Adams;  the  First,  Third  and  FourtJi 
Florida;  Forty-seventh  Gfeorgia  and  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  with  Mabane's  bat- 
tery, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
M.  A.  Stovall.  My  effective  strength  was,  of 
enlisted  men,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety^ve.  Total,  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine. 

At  daylight  of  the  eighteenth,  my  command 
moved  from  Catlett's  Gktp  and  that  neighborhood, 
in  the  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  same  afternoon 
took  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chick- 
amauga,  near  Glass's  Mills,  and  composed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  I 
immediately  threw  the  Second  Kentucky  across 
the  ford  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  reveal 
his  position,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  being  placed  in 
close  supporting  distance  at  the  milL  Adams' 
brigade  was  sent,  bv  order  of  Lieutenant-General 
HiU,  to  a  ford  a  mile  and  a-half  above,  where  the 
enemy,  as  the  cavalry  reported,  threatened  to 
oross.  It  was  so  late  when  these  dispositions 
were  made  that  nothing  satisfactory  was  devel- 
oped that  night 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Slocomb, 
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with  tour  gons,  Cobb,  with  two,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  Helm*8  brigade,  were  Dooved  acrow 
Glaae'a  Ford  to  asoertaui  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  two  rifled  pieoea  of  ^oc(nnb*B 
battery,  under  lieutenant  Vanght,  took  position 
on  a  bluff  upon  the  east  side  of  the  stream.  An 
artillery  engagement  ensued^  much  to  our  advan- 
tage, until  tiie  enemy,  who  occupied  the  better 
position,  brought  forward  a  number  of  heavy 
ffuns  and  showed  the  greater  weight  of  metal. 
.  While  the  engagem^it  was  progressing,  I 
received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-€^neral  Hill 
to  withdraw  my  command,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  too  great  peril,  and  take  position  about 
three  ndles  south  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiU,  on  tiie 
road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  La&yette,  and 
so  as  to  cover  the  approach  to  that  road  from 
Glass's  Mill  and  the  ford  above,  leaving  a  r^- 
ment  and  section  of  artillery  to  observe  those 
crossings. 

The  movement  was  made  in*  eood  order.  Col- 
onel Dilworth,  with  the  First  and  Third  (consoli- 
dated) Florida  and  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery, 
being  left  in  observation.  Our  casualties,  which 
fell  upon  ^ocomb,  Cobb,  and  Helm,  were  twenty- 
two  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
in  kiQed  .alone,  as  shown  by  an  examination  of 
the  RTOund  after  the  twentieth,  was  nearly  equal 
to  tbe  sum  of  our  casualties.  Although  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  strength  at  the  fords 
above  referred  to,  the  result  showed  that  it  was 
a  covering  force  to  columns  passing;  down  the 
valley  to  unite  with  the  centre  and  left  of  his 
army.  Soon  after  taking  up  the  new  position, 
I  was  ordered  to  rdieve  Br^^ier-General  Pat- 
ton  Anderson's  division,  which  was  facing  the 
enemy  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  MilL  The 
troops  marched  rapidly,  yet  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  before  this  movement  was  completed. 
The  division  was  hardly  in  position  when  I 
receive  an  order  from  the  General  commandtng 
the  army  to  move  to  the  right,  cross  the  Chick- 
amauga  at  a  point  further  down,  and  occupy  a 
position  to  be  indioated.  The  division  crossed 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and  arriving,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  at  a  field  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  our 
line  of  battle,  bivouacked  there  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-General  Polk.  Remaining  some  time 
at  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  camp-fire,  I  left 
there  two  hours  before  daylight  (the  twentieth) 
to  place  my  command  in  position.  During  the 
nigkt  General  Polk  informed  me  that  I  was  to 

Srolong  ihe  Hue  of  battle  Tq>on  the  right  ai 
[ajor-G«ieral  Clebnme.    Conducted  by  Mi^'ot 

,  of  his  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Reid,  Aid- 

de-Gamp  to  General  Hill,  my  division  reached 
Cleburne  8  right  a  little  after  daybreak.  Upon 
the  re-adjusfinent  of  his  line,  I  formed  on  his 
right,  and  became  the  extreme  right  of  the  gen- 
eral line  of  battie.  Helm  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line,  BtovaU  in  the  centre,  and  Adams  on  the 
right,  the  last  extending  across  a  country  road 
leading  from  Reed's  Bridfi^  and  striking  the 
Chattanooga  road  at  a  place  caUed  Glenn's 
Farm.    The  countiy  was  wooded,  with  small 


coenings,  and  the  gromid  unknown  to  me.  Our 
skirmiwiersy  a  few  hundred  yards  in  advance, 
confronted  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  line  was 
supposed  to  be  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 

Soon  after  sunrise,  I  received  a  note  from 
Lieutenant-  General  Polk  directing  me  to  advance, 
and  about  the  same  time  Major-General  Cle- 
burne, who  happened  to  be  with  me,  received 
one  of  the  same  tenor.  Lieutenant-General 
Hill  having  acrived,  the  notes  were  placed  in 
his  hands.  By  his  order,  the  movement  was 
delayed  for  the  troops  to  get  their  rations,  and 
on  other  accounts. 

Dilworth,  who  had  been  relieved  bv  a  cavahy 
force  late  the  preceding  evening  and  who  had 
marched  all  night,  now  arrrived  and  took  his 
place  in  line. 

At  half  past  nine  a.  x.,  by  order  of  lieuteo- 
ant-General  Hill,  I  moved  mv  division  forward 
in  seardi  of  tiie  enemy.  At  the  distance  of 
seven  hundred  yards  we  came  upon  him  in  force, 
and  the  battie  was  opened  by  Helm's  brissde 
with  great  fury.  The  Second  and  Ninth  hjea- 
tuclQr,  with  tlnree  companies  of  the  Forty-first 
Alabama,  encoxmtered  me  left  of  aline  of  breast- 
works before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and,  though  assailing  mem  with  great  oonrafe, 
were  compelled  to  pause.  From  some  canse,  tne 
line  on  my  left  had  not  advanced  simultaneously 
with  nr^  division,  and  in  oonsequence,  from  the 
form  of  the  enemy's  works,  these  brave  troops 
were,  in  addition  to  the  fire  in  front,  subjected  to 
a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  the  left  Twice  they 
renewed  the  assault  with  the  utmost  resdntioD, 
but  were  too  weak  to  storm  the  position.  The 
rest  of  Helm's  brigade,  in  whose  front  there 
were  no  woods,  after  a  wort,  but  sharp  engage- 
ment, routed  a  line  of  the  enemy,  pursued  it 
across  the  Chattanooga  road,  ana  captured  a 
section  of  artillery  posted  in  the  centre  of  the 
road.  This  portion  of  the  brigade  was  now 
brought  under  a  heavv  front  and  enfilading  fire, 
and,  being  separated  from  its  left  and  widioot 
support,  1  ordered  Colonel  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  of 
the  Sixth  Kentucky,  who  succeeded  to  the  comr 
mand  upon  the  fiui  of  General  HAm,  to  with- 
draw the  troops  some  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear,  to  reunite  the  brigade  and  change  his  front 
sl%hti^,  to  meet  the  new  ord^  of  tilings  hy 
throwmg  forward  his  right  and  retiring  his  left 
The  movement  was  made  without  panic  or  con- 
fusion. 

This  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  encounters  of 
the  day.  Here  General  Helm,  ever  ready  for 
action,  and  endeared  to  his  command  by  his 
manv  virtues,  received  a  mortal  wound,  while 
in  the  heroie  discharge  of  his  duty.  Cdouel 
Hewitt,  of  ^e  Second  Kentucky,  was  kiDed, 
acting  gallantly,  at  the  head  of  his  regimei^ 
Captain  Maderia,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Oaptain 
Leedman,  of  the  Second;  0^)tain  Daniel,  of 
the  Ninth  KentucW,  aad  many  other  officers  and 
men,  met  their  deaths  before  the  enemy's  work's ; 
while  Colonel  Nuokols,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Caldwell,  of  the  Ninth,  aod  many  more 
officers  and  men,  were  wounded. 
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In  the  meantime,  Adams  and  Stovall  advanced 
steadily,  drivmg  back  two  lines  of  Bkbrmisbers. 
Stovall  baited  at  the  Chattanooga  road .  Adams, 
after  dispersing  a  regiment  and  capturing  a 
battery,  crossed  the  road  to  Glenn's  Farm,  and 
halted  a  short  distance  beyond,  in  an  open 
field.  When  Hehn's  brigade  was  checked,  and 
I  had  given  Colonel  Lewis  orders  in  reference 
to  his  new  position,  I  rode  to  the  commands  of 
Adams  and  Stovall  on  the  right  It  was  now 
evident  from  the  comparatively  slight  resistance 
ftey  had  encountered,  and  the  met  that  liey 
were  not  tiireatened  in  front,  that  our  line  had 
extended  beyond  the  enemy's  left.  I  at  once 
ordered  these  brigades  to  change  front  perpen- 
dicular to  the  original  line  of  battle,  and  with 
the  left  of  Adams,  and  the  right  of  Stovall  rest- 
big  on  the  C^ttanooga  road,  to  advance  upon  the 
fitik  of  the  enemy.  Slocomb's  battery,  which 
had  previously  done  good  service,  was  posted 
on  &vorable  ground  on  the  west  of  the  road  to 
rapport  the  movement.  The  brigades  advanced 
in  fine  order  over  a  field,  and  entered  the  woods 
bevond.  Stovall  soon  encountered  the  extreme 
left  of  the  enemv's  works,  which,  retiring  from 
the  general  north  and  soutii  direction  of  his  in- 
Irencbments,  extended  westwardly  nearly  to  the 
Chattanooga  road.  After  a  severe  and  well-con- 
tested coraict,  he  wtw  checked  and  forced  to 
retire.  Adams,  on  the  west  of  the  road,  met 
two  lines  of  the  enemy,  who  had  improved  the 
short  time  to  bring  up  reinforcements  and  re- 
form nearly  at  a  right  angle  to  the  troops  in  his 
main  line  of  works. 

The  first  Une  was  routed,  but  it  was  found 
hnpossible  to  break  the  second,  aided  as  it  was 
by  artillery,  and  after  a  sanguinarv  contest,  which 
reflected  hij^h  honor  on  the  brigade,  it  was 
forced  back  in  some  confusion.  Here  General 
Adams,  who  is  as  remarkable  for  his  judgment 
on  the  field  as  for  bis  courage,  was  severely 
womided  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Among  the  casualties,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Turner, 
of  the  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and 
the  gaOant  M^or  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
waskined. 

StovaD  bad  gained  a  point  beyond  the  angle 
of  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works.  Adams  had 
advanced  still  ferther,  being  actually  in  rear  of 
his  intrenchments.  A  good  supporting  line  to 
my  division  at  tiiis  moment  would  prbbably 
have  produced  decisive  results.  As  it  was,  the 
engagement  on  our  right  had  inflicted  on  the 
enemy  heavy  losses,  and  compelled  him  to 
weaken  other  t^arts  of  his  line  to  hold  bis  vital 
point  Adams  s  brigade  re-formed  behind  Slo- 
comb's battery,  whicn  repulsed  the  enemy  bv  a 
rapid  and  well-directed  fire,  rendering  on  this 
occasion  important  and  distinguished  services. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant^€^eneral  HiH,  my  di- 
vision was  wittidrawn  a  short  distance  to  recruit, 
while  the  troops  of  Major-€^eneral  Walker  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  My  new  line  was  about  six 
bmidred  yards  in  advance  of  the  position  on 
which  I  first  formed  in  the  morning,  with 
a  dight  change  of  direction,  which  brought 
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my  right  relatively  nearer  to  the  Chattanooga 
rcMwi.  ^ 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  an  attack  was 
reported  on  our  right*  flank.  It  proved  to  be 
Granger's  corps  coming  up  from  Rossville,  and 
threatening  our  right  with  a  part  of  his  force. 
At  ^e  request  of  Brigadier-General  Forrest,  I 
sent  him  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gracey,  who  fisted 
handsomely  in  repelling  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  me  brigade  commanders, 
the  artillery  of  the  division  had  been  ordered  to 
report  to  the  brigades  with  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  serve.  Cobb's  battery,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  could  not  participate  to 
its  accustomed  extent,  yet,  as  onportunity  afford- 
ed, it  displayed  its  accustomed  gallantry.  The 
excellent  battery  of  Captain  Mabane,  for  the 
same  reason,  was  able  to  take  little  part  in  the 
action. 

The  afternoon  "was  wai^ng  and  the  enemy  still 
obstinately  confronted  us  in  his  intrenchments. 
I  received  permission  from  Lieutenant-G^eneraI 
Hill  to  make  another  charge.  A  line  of  troops 
on  my  right,  and  covering  a  part  of  my  front, 
advanced  at  the  same  time.  A  portion  of  these 
troops  obliqued  to  the  right,  ana  my  line  passed 
through  the  rest,  who  seemed  to  be  out  of  am- 
munition, so  that  after  moving  a  few  hundred 
yards  the  enemy  alone  was  in  my  front.  The 
division  was  advanced  with  intrepidity,  un- 
der a  severe  fire,  and  dashed  over  the  left  of 
the  intrenchments.  In  passing  them,  I  saw  on 
mv  left  the  right  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
whose  brave  division  stormed  the  centre.  Sev- 
eral hundred  of  the  enemy  ran  through  our  lines 
to  the  rear ;  the  rest  were  pursued  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Of  these  some  were  killed  and  a  good  many  taken 
prisoners,  but  most  of  them  escaped  in  the  dark- 
ness. It  was  now  night ;  pursuit  was  stopped 
by  order  of  General  nill,  and,  throwing  out 
pickets,  I  bivouacked  in  line,  near  the  road. 

The  prisoners  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  day,  of  whom  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber, were  allowed  to  go  to  the  rear,  since  details 
could  not  be  spared  for  them,  and  it  was  known 
they  would  be  gathered  u^  there. 

The  division  captured  nine  pieces  of  artiUery. 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  usually  the  whole  army, 
not  a  part  of  it,  that  takes  guns  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  often  the  froops  who  obtain  possession 
of  them  owe  their  good  fortune  quite  as  much 
to  fire  from  the  right  and  left  as  to  their  own 
efiTorts ;  yet  I  think  it  due  to  my  command  to 
say  that,  in  regard  to  at  least  six  of  these  guns, 
such  considerations  do  not  apply,  and  that  they 
were  taken  without  assistance  from  any  other 
troops. 

My  total  casualties,  as  shown  by  official  re- 
ports, amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  forty, 
of  which  number  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
were  killed,,  nine  hundred  and  nine  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  missing. 

To  Brigadier-General  Stovall,  to  Colonel  Lewis, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Helm's  bri- 
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gade,  and  to  Colonel  R.  L.  Gibson,  who  sno- 
ceeded  to  the  command  of  Adams's  brigade,  the 
couniry  is  indebted  for  the  courage  and. skill 
with  which  they  discharged  their  ardnons  dor 
ties. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  division,  with 
exceptions  so  rare  as  to  place  in  striking  con- 
trast to  them  the  general  good  conduct,  sustained 
their  former  reputation,  and  were  alike  worthy 
of  each  other. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff,  I  feel  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  prompt,  fearleefs,  and  cheerful 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Major  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Col- 
onel Van  Zinken,  A.  A.  G.,  who  had  two  horses 
shot  under  him ;  Captain  Martin,  A.  L  G.,  who 
received  a  contusion  from  a  grape  shot ;  Lieu- 
tenant Breckinridge,  Aid-de4Jamp,  whose  horse 
was  shot;  Captaiu  Sample,  Ordnance  Officer; 
Lieutenant  Bertus  (Twentieth  Louisiana),  A.  A. 
L  G. ;  Dr.  Heustis,  Chi^  Suigeon ;  Dr.  Kratz,  on 
duty  in  the  field ;  and  Messrs.  McGkhee,  Cole- 
man, Mitchell,  and  Qay^  volunteers  on  my  staff 
performed  their  duties  m  a  manner  to  command 
my  confidence  and  regard. 

One  member  of  my  staff  I  cannot  thank.  Major 
R.  E.  Graves,  Chief  of  Artillery,  received  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth. 
Althoujg^h  a  very  voung  man,  he  had  won  emi- 
nence in  arms,  ana  he  gave  promise  of  the  high- 
est distinction.  A  truer  friend,  a  purer  patriot, 
a  better  soldier  never  lived. 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  C.  Bbeokinbidgb, 

Migor-Oeaeral  A.  G.  & 
BEPOBT  or  MAJ0R4ffiN]RAL  P.  B.  GLEBUBNEL 

HEUiquiBiSK  CtMBuwH^B  DiTBioir,  All's  Oobtb,    ) 

Mmoxm  BiDoi,  muB  QaATTAivooai,  v 

October  18,  1863.    j 

lb  Lieuiencaa-Oolona  Archer  Andersan,  Astist- 
cmi  AcfjutarU-Oenaral  HiWs  Carps : 
Colonel:  I  haVe  the  honor  to  report  the 
operations  of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  fought  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  18d3 : 

Durinff  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  nine- 
teenth ultimo,  I  moved  mv  division  in  a  westerly 
direction  across  the  Chickamauga  river,  at  Lea- 
ford's  Ford,  and  having  received  orders  to  re- 
port to  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  the  army,  I  did  so,  and  was  d^ 
rected  by  him  to  form  a  second  line  in  rear  of 
the  right  of  the  line  aheady  in  position.  Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  sunset,  my  division  was  formed, 
partially  en  ecMon,  about  three  hundred  yards 
m  rear  of  the  right  line.  My  right  rested  in 
front  of  a  steam  saw-mill,  known  as  Jay's  Mill, 
situated  on  a  small  stream  running  between  the 
Chickamauga  and  the  road  leading  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Lafayette.  My  line  extended  from 
the  saw-mill  almost  due  south  for  nearly  a  mile, 
fronting  to  the  west,  Polk's  brigade,  with  Cal- 
vert's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Thomas 
J.  Key,  composed  my  right  wing;  Wood's  bri- 


e,  with  Bemple's  battery,  my  oentre,  and 
ler's  brigade,  with  Douglass'  battery,  mj 
left  wing.  I  now  received  oraers  from  Lieuten- 
ant^General  HiU  to  advance,  passing  over  ^ 
Une  wMch  had  been  repulsed,  and  drive  back 
tiie  enemy's  left  wing.  In  my  front  wer^  open 
woods,  with  the  exception  of  a  deariitt;  (fenioed 
in),  in  front  of  my  oentre,  the  ground  Hoping 
upwards  as  we  advanced.  Ordering  the  brigade 
to  direct  themselves  b^  Wood's  (the  oeDtre| 
brigade,  and  preserve  brigade  distance,!  movea 
forward,  passing  over  the  first  line,  and  was  in 
a  few  moments  heavily  engaged  alonp^  my  right 
and  centre.  The  enemy,  posted  behmd  haray 
constructed  breastworu,  opened  a  heavy  fire  m 
both  small  arms  and  artiUery.  For  half  an  hour 
the  firing  was  tiie  heaviest  I  had  ever  heard ;  it 
was  dark,  however,  and  accurate  diooting  was 
impossible.  Each  party  was  aiming  at  fiie 
flashes  of  the  other's  guns,  and  few  of  the  ahoti 
from  either  side  took  effact  M^jor  Hotchkifls, 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  plaoed  Polk's  and  Wood's 
artillery  in  position  in  the  cleared  field  in  front 
of  my  centre.  Availing  themselves  of  the  noiie 
and  the  darkness,  Ci^tain  Semple  and  lientfloant 
Key  ran  their  batteries  forward  witiiin  sixty 
yards  of  the  enemy's  line  and  opened  a  rapid 
fire.  Polk  pressed  forward  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, on  the  right,  when  the  enemy  oeased  firing, 
and  quickly  disaj^peared  from  my  front  Then 
was  some  confusion  at  the  time,  neoessarily  in- 
separable, however,  from  a  night  attack.  Thia, 
and  the  difficulty  of  moving  my  artillery  throogh 
the  woods  in  the  dark,  rendered  a  fartiier  ad- 
vanoe  inexpedient  for  the  nijght  I  consequenfij 
halted,  ano^  after  readjustmg  my  lines,  threw 
out  skimushers  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advanoe, 
and  bivouacked.  In  this  ccmflict,  the  eoen^ 
was  driven  back  about  a  mile  and  a  haH  He 
left  in  my  hands  two  or  three  pieces  of  artiQcKy, 
several  caissons,  two  or  three  hundred  priaonccB, 
and  the  colors  of  the  Seventy-seventn  Indiana 
and  those  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania. 

About  ten  o'olodc  next  morning,  I  receitad 
orders  from  Lieutenant-General  HDl  to  advisee 
and  dress  on  the  line  of  GkneraTBreckinndfe, 
who  had  been  placed  on  my  rig^t  Acoordin^t 
directing  each  brigade  to  dress  upon  the  right, 
and  preserve  its  distance,  1  moved  formi 
Breckinridge  was  already  in  motion.  The  effort 
to  overtake  and  dress  upon  him  caused  hnrry 
and  some  confusion  in  nnr  line,  which  was  nacea- 
sarily  a  long  one.  Bemre  the  effecta  of  tfatf 
could  be  rectified,  Polk's  brigade,  and  the  ri^ 
of  Wood's  encountered  the  heavifist  artiltocy  nie 
I  have  ever  experienced.  I  was  now  withm 
short  canister  nuigeof  a  line  of  log  breaitworkii 
and  a  hurricane  of  shot  and  shell  swept  the 
woods  from  the  uyseon  enemy  in  my  front  This 
deadly  fire  was  direct,  and  came  firom  that|iart 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks  opposite  to  my  rijht 
and  right  centre.  The  rest  of  my  line,  stretching 
off  to  the  left,  received  an  oblique  fire  from  the 
line  of  breastworks  which,  at  a  point  oppoete 
my  centre,  formed  a  retiring  angle,  nmiuaff  ofl 
towards  the  Chattanooga  and  Lamyette  road  he- 
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ind.      The   accompaDying  map,  showing  ihe 
lape  of  the  enemys  line  of  works  opposite  my 
.10,  will  explain  our  relative  positions.    Upon 
^forence  to  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  opposite  to 
iT  right  and  right  centre  the  enemy  s  works 
LY\   about    half   a  mile  north   and  sontii,  and 
early  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  and  LafiAyette 
?ad,^  which  ^was  abont  three  hmidred  yards  be- 
ind ;  that  at  a  point  opposite  my  centre  his 
forks  fofmed,  as  before  stated,  a  retiring  angle, 
anuiog  in  a  westerly  and   somewhat  oblique 
lirection  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road ; 
ind  that  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  my  right,  his 
vorks  formed    another  retiring  anele,  running 
t)ack  also  to  the  road.    My  right  and  rifffat  cen- 
tre, consisting  of  Polk's  bri^ide  and  Lowry's 
regiment  of    l^ood's    brigade,  were   checked 
within  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  of 
the  advance  part  of  this  portion  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  me  rest  of  the  line  were  halted  in 
compliance  with  the  order  previously  given,  to 
dress  upon  the  right    Passmg  towards  the  left 
ait  this  time,  I  fouud  that  the  Bne  of  advance  of 
my  division,  which  was  the  left  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  army,  converged  with  the  line  of 
advance  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army ;  the  flanks 
of  the  two  wings  had  already  come  in  collision  ; 
part  of  Wood's  brigade  had  passed  over  Bate's 
brigade  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  the  ri^ht 
of  the  left  wing,  and  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
iormed  my  left/had  been  thrown  out  entirely, 
and  was  in  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  amiv.    I 
ordered  Wood  to  move  forward  the  remainder  of 
his  brigade,  opening  at  the  same  time  in  the  di- 
rection  of   the    enemy's   fire    with    Semple's 
battery.      That    part  of   Wood's   brigade    to 
the  left  of  Lowry's  regiment,  and  to  the  left 
of  the  southern  angle  of  the  breastworks  in 
its  advance  at  this  time,  entered  an  old  field, 
bordering  the  Qiattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
and  attempted   to   cross  it  in  the  face  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  works  in  its  front  It  had  almost 
reached  the  road,  its  left  being  at  Poe's  house 
^own  as  the  burning  house),  when  it  was 
driven  back  by  a  heavy  oblique  fire  of  small 
anns  and  artillery,  which  was  opened  upon  both 
its  flanks ;  the  fire  firom  the  right  coming  from 
tho  Bonth  face  of  the  breastworks,  whi^  was 
hid  from  view  by  the  thick  growth  of  scrub  oaks 
bordering  the  field.    Five  hundred  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  by  Ihis  fire  in  a  few  minutes. 
Upon  this  repuke,  Lowry's  regiment  havine  also 
in  the  meantime  been  forced  to  retire,  I  ordered 
the  brigade  still  further  back  to  re-form.     Sem- 
ple's batterv,  which  had  no  position,  I  also 
ordered  back    I  now  moved  Deshler's  brigade 
by  the  right  flank,  with  the  intention  of  connect- 
ing It  with  Polk's  left,  so  filling  the  gap  left  in 
niy  centre  by  the  withdrawal  of  Wood.    This 
SP'fnection,  however,  I  could  not  establish,  as 
^olk  8  left  had,  in  its  turn,  been  also  driven  back. 
iJmding  it  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life  for  Polk  to 
^^JfJ^^  position,  I  ordered  him  to  M  back 
W^'      ^est  of  his  line,  and  with  his  and 
ji^oodB  brigades  I  took  up  a  strong  defensive 
poBition,Bome  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in 


rear  of  the  point  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Deshler's  brigade  had  moved  forward 
towards  the  right  of  the  enemy's  advanced 
works,  but  could  not  go  beyond  the  crest  of  a 
low  ridge  from  whichLowry  had  been  repulsed. 
I  therefore  ordered  him  to  cover  himself  behind 
the  ridge,  and  hold  his  position  as  lone  as  pos- 
sible. His  brigade  was  now  en  echmn  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  left  of  the 
rest  of  the  division,  which  here  rested  for  some 
hours.  In  effecting  this  last  disposition  of  his 
command.  General  Deshler  fell,  a  shell  passing 
fair  throupf h  his  chest  It  was  the  first  beittie  in 
which  this  gentieman  had  the  honor  of  com- 
manding as  a  general  officer.  He  was  a  brave 
and  efficient  one.  He  brought  always  to  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  a  warm  zeal  and  a  high 
oonscientiousoess.  The  army  and  the  oounfry 
will  long  remember  him. 

At  al>out  3.30  p.m.,  I  received  orders  from 
Lieutenant^General  Polk  to  move  forward  on  a 
line  with  my  left,  Deshler  connecting  my  right 
with  Jackson's  brigade,  and,  when  I  had  formed 
my  line,  to  remain  and  hold  the  position.  I  ac- 
cordingly advanced  with  mv  centre  and  right 
wing,  drove  in  the  enemy  s  skirmishers,  and 
forced  his  line  behind  the  works  from  which  he 
had  repulsed  us  in  the  morning.  The  left  wing 
of  the  army  had  been  driving  the  enemy ;  the 
right  win^  now  attacked.  Lieutenan^General 
Polk  ordering  me  to  advance  my  heavy  batteries 
and  open  on  the  enemy,  Captain  Sample,  my 
acting  Chief  of  Artillery  (Maior  Hotchkiss,  my 
Chief  of  Artillery,  being  disabled  by  a  wound 
received  the  day  before),  selected  positions  in 
front  of  the  line,  and  plaioed  his  own  and  Doug- 
lass's batteries  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  breastworks,  and  opened  a  rapid  and 
most  effective  fire,  silencing  immediately  a  bat- 
tery which  had  been  playing  upon  my  lines. 
About  the  same  time  Brigadier-General  Polk 
charged  and  soon  carried  the  north-western 
angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  takine,  in  succes- 
sion, three  lines  of  breastworks.  In  these  bril- 
liant operations  he  was  materially  aided  by 
Key's  battery,  and  towards  its  close  by  Doug- 
lass's battery,  which  had  again  been  moved  by 
my  orders  to  my  extreme  right,  where  it  was 
run  into  position  bv  hand.  A  large  number  of 
prisoners  (regulars)  were  here  captured.  The 
enemy  abandoned  his  works  and  retired  precip- 
itately. Brigadier-General  Polk  pursued  to  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  where  he  cap- 
tured anotner  piece  of  artillery.  I  here  received 
directions  from  lieutenant-General  Hill  to  halt 
my  command  until  further  orders.  I  cannot  dose 
tins  report  without  an  acknowledgment  of  dis- 
tinffuished  services  rendered  by  various  officers 
and  men,  which  would  otherwise  pass  unno- 
ticed. I  have  already  incidentally  called  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Brigadler-Genend 
Polk,  but  it  is  due  to  him  and  to  the  country, 
which  wishes  to  appreciate  its  fiftithful  servante, 
to  say  that  to  the  mtrepidil^  and  stem  deter- 
mination of  purpose  of  Imnself  and  men  I  was 
principally  mdebted  for  tiie  suocesB   of  the 
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diarge  on  Sunday  evening,  wbioh  droTe  the 
enemy  from  his  breastworis  and  gave  us  the 
battle.  Colonel  MilK  &^»  is  entitled  to  be  re- 
membered. Leading  his  raiment  through  the 
battle  nntil  tiie  £EtU  of  his  Brigadier  ^tfae  lamented 
Dei^er),  he  was  then  called  by  semorily  to  com- 
mand the  brigade,  which  he  did  with  gallantly 
and  intelligence. 

To  my  staff— Major  Galhonn  Benham,  Assistant 
Acyutant-General  (who  received  a  contusion  in 
the  rif  ht  dioulder  from  a  grapeshot  or  fragment 
of  sh^ ;  Captain  Irving  A.  l^iok,  Assistant  Ad- 

C'  nt^eneral  (whose  horse  was  shot  under 
) ;  Major  Joseph  K.  Dixon,  Assistant  Inspeo- 
tor-General;  Captain  B.  F.  Phillips,  Assistant 
Inspector-General;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jetton, 
Aid-de-Oamp  and  Acting  Assistant  Inn>ector- 
General ;  Major  T.  R.  Hotohkiss,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery  (who  received  a  womid  from  a  Minie  ball 
in  the  foot  on  Satuvday,  whioh  deprived  me  of 
his  vahiable  services  afterwards) ;  (^tain  Henry 
C.  Semple  (who  replaced  Major  Hotchkiss  as 
Chief  of  Artillery,  when  disabled);  Captain  C.  F. 
Vandeford,  Ctdei  of  Ordnance ;  Lieut^iant  L.  H. 
Maogum,  Aid-dc^Ounp,  and  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Hanfy,  Ald-de-Can^  (who  received  a  contusion 
from  a  grapeshot) — I  am  indebted  for  the  faith- 
ful and  indefatigable  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  vital  (though,  perhaps,  not  showy) 
duties  throughout  these  operations.  Major  T. 
R.  Hotohkiss,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sem- 
ple,  with  his  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  J. 
Key,  commanding  Calverf  s.  battery,  rendered 
invaluable  service,  and  exhibited  the  highest 
gallantry  on  Saturdav  night  in  running  their 
pieces  up,  as  they  did,  within  sixty  yards  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  they  were  ably  sustained  by 
Lieutenant  Richard  Goldthwaite,  of  Semple's 
batterv.  Here  Major  Hotdikiss  received  his 
wound.  Captain  Semple  ako  displayed  skill  and 
judgment  as  Acting  Chief  of  Aitillery,  particu- 
krly  in  the  selection  of  a  position  for  his  own 
and  Douglass's  batteries  on  Sunday  eveniiM^, 
which  gave  an  oblique  fire  upon  the  enemy  m 
his  works,  contributing  to  ite  success  of  the 
fioAi  charge  by  Polk's  brigade.  Captain  0.  & 
Palmer,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Wood's 
brigade,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and 
attention  to  duty  on  the  field,  and  has  my  thanks. 
I  am  much  indebted  ako  to  Dr.  A*  Lindiicum, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  my  division.  The  completeness 
of  his  arrangemttits,  his  careful  supervision  of 
subordinates,  both  on  the  fidd,  und^  fire,  and 
elsewhere,  and  in  the  hospital,  secured  our  gallant 
wounded  prompt  attention,  apd  all  the  alleviation 
of  pain  attainable  in  the  exigencies  of  battle. 
Su^eon  A.  R.  Ecskine  {ihea  acting,  now  actual 
Me£cal  ln^>ector  of  my  division^  rendered 
most  efficient  service.  AssistantSurgeon  Al- 
fred B.  DeLoach  particularly  distinguisked  him- 
self by  his  unsemiBh  devotion  goin^  repeatedly 
far  forward  under  fire,  and  among  the  skirmish- 
ers, to  attend  the  wounded.  James  P.  Brady 
and  Melvin  Overstreet,  privates  in  the  Buclmer 
Guards  (my  escort),  specially  detailed  to  attend 
me  through  the  battle,  went  with  me  wherever 


my  duty  called  me.  Brady  was  wounded  ia 
the  hand.  Overstreet  had  his  horse  Aot  To 
Captain  C.  F.  Vandeford,  my  Chief  of  Ordnaooe, 
my  thanks  are  especially  due.  His  trams  were 
always  in  the  best  order,  and  in  the  most  acces- 
sible position,  and  to  his  care  in  this  respect  I 
am  indebted  for  a  prcmipt  supply  of  ammooition 
in  ever^  critical  emergency  which  arose.  I 
carried  mto  action  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers 
and  men,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seT- 
enty-five  bayonets.  On  Sunday,  the  twentieth, 
I  carried  in  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one officers  and  men,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  Iraiyonets.  In  the  two 
days  my  casualties  were  two  hundred  and  four 
killed,  nfteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded, 
six  missing — making  in  all  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  nAd  forty-mne. 

Respectfully. 

P.R.  Glbbubmb, 

UaJor-GeiienL 
REPORT  OF  KAJOR-GENBUL  T.  C.  HINI)MAN. 


October  tfjisen 
LieuUncmlrOoUmd  G.  M.  Sorrd,  A.  A.  QeMnd 

Longsireefa  Corps: 

Colovbl:  Sickness  prevented  me  from  exer- 
cising command  on  Saturday,  Scq^tember  nine- 
teentn,  until  about  three  p.  m.  My  division  had 
then  crossed  &e  Chickamauga  at  Hunt* s  Ford, 
and  was  soon  after  ordered  to  the  support  oi 
Major-General  Hood.  The  order  was  executed 
under  a  heavv  artillery  fire  from  the  enenrjr, 
causing  some  loss.  My  position  was  on  Hood's 
left  and  Buckner's  right,  near  the  centre  of  ^ 
left  wing  of  the  army,  facing  west,  parallel  with 
the  LafiEtyette  and  Qiattanooga  road,  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  distant  The  brigades  of  Deas 
and  Manigault  constiluted  my  first  line,  and  An- 
derson's my  reserve.  Nothing  important  hap- 
pened during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Ate 
dark,  in  the  readinstment  of  my  line,  a  fdiarp 
skirmish  occurred,  on  ManigauH  s  left^  the  ene- 
my retiring. 

About  elev^i  a.  il,  on  Simday,  September 
twentieth,  tmder  orders  from  lieutenant-general 
Longstreet,  commanding  the  left  wing,  my  com- 
mand moved  forward  simultaneously  with  the 
troops  on  mv  riffht  At  the  distance  of  doee 
hundred  yards,  skirmishing  coBimeiiced  and  im- 
mediately my  whole  Ime  was  engaged.  Rushing 
on  at  a'  double-quick,  through  a  storm  of  bolletB, 
shot  and  sheU,  Deas'  brave  AUbamians  and 
Manieauh's  Alabamians  jmd  South  Carolinians, 
equally  brave,  drove  the  enemy  frxun  his  breast- 
works, then  pu^ed  his  beyond  the  Lafayette 
road,  and  charged  his  second  line  of  breast- 
woiiu  three  hundred  yards  frnrther  on.  1^ 
troops  on  Mani^ulf s  left  not  advancing  widi 
him,  he  was  enmaded  on  that  flank  by  imiantry 
and  artillery,  chedced,  and  at  length  forced  to 
retfre.  One  gun  of  his  battery,  tempcoarily  dis- 
abled, was  left  exposed  to  capture,  when  Colo- 
nel J.  C.  Reid's  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  gaBanUj 
faced  about  and  Ivought  it  off  in  safety. 
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Peas  swept  like  a  wbirlwind  over  the  breast- 
Drks.  Anderson's  fearless  Mississippians  car- 
ine  the  breastworks  in  their  front,  moved  up 
pidly  on  his  left,  to  Maniganlt's  plaoe.  With- 
it  haJting,  these  two  bri^ides  then  drove  the 
t-niy  acroBS  the  Crawfish  Spring  road  and  np 
(^  broken  spurs  of  Missionary  Ridge,  to  its 
-St  elevation,  one  hundred  yards  west  Hiding 
['hind  thi8,^1he  enemy  opened  a  tremendous 
re  of  mosketry  and  cannon  npon  onr  line  as  it 
Ivanoed,  and  at  the  same  time  enjfiladed  it  from 
n  eminence  in  a  field  on  the  right.  But,  with- 
nt  faultering,  he  was  charged,  driven  from  his 
trong  position,  iCnd  pursued  upwards  of  three- 
luarters  of  a  mile,  when  he  ceased  resisting  and 
isappeared,  going  north,  completelv  routed.  A 
iody  of  Federal  cavalry,  covering  me  retreat  of 
he  'infantry,  made  a  demonstration  against  my 
ight,  but  retired  hastily  when  about  to  be  st- 
acked. 

Meantime  Manigault  sent  back  for  and  re- 
ceived the  support  of  Trigg's  brigade,  of  Buck- 
uer's  corps,  and,  with  it,  oompeued  the  rapid 
retreat  of  the  force  in  his  front 

The  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  of  General 
Law's  command,  which  had  lost  its  direction, 
tired  on  Deas'  right,  but  upon  discovering  the 
miBtake,  moved  up  and  fought  gallantly  with 
him. 

I  now  sent  staff  ofScers  to  tile  right  and  left, 
and  ascertained  that  my  advance  was  nearly  a 
mile  further  west  than  any  other  troops  of  the 
left  wing,  none  of  which  had  yet  resushed  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road.  To  my  right  atxd  rear 
there  was  hot  firing.  I  determined  to  move 
there,  and  gave  the  neoessary  orders  directing 
the  command  to  march  north-east  to  the  Lafay- 
ette road,  till  the  position  of  our  troops  then 
engaged  should  be  ascertained.  This  was  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  collision  with  friendly 
forces,  and  to  gain  time  for  re-forming  portions 
of  my  command  disordered  by  their  rapid  pur- 
BDit  of  the  enemy 

In  the  splendid  advance  whiuh  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  describe,  through  woods  and  fields,  and 
over  a  part  of  Missionanr  Bidge,  against  the 
troops  of  Sheridan's  and  J.  C.  Davis's  divisions, 
Beventeen  pieces  of  Federal  artillery  were  cap- 
ttired  by  my  division,  fourteen  of  which  were 
taken  into  possession  and  conveyed  to  the  rear 
hy  Captain  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery, 
and  three  pieces  by  Major  Riby,  Chief  of  Ord- 
Tiance.    Since  the  battle,  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  staflT  officer  from  army  headquarters  found 
ten  pieces  abandoned  in  a  gorge  in  front  of  my 
position,  west  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road.   The 
number  of  prisoners  exceeded  eleven  hundred, 
including  three  Colonels.  The  ground  was  strewn 
'With  small  arms,  of  which  fourteen  hundred 
were  collected.     Five  or  six  standards,  five 
caissons  and  one  battery  wagon,  one  ambu- 
^ice,  about  forty  horses  and  mules,  and  nine 
ordnance  wagons,  with  one  htmdred  and  six-five 
thousand  rounds  of  ammimition,  were  also  se- 
^ed.   The  numerous  wounded  and  dead  of  the 
^emj  fell  into  our  bands.    Among  the  latter 


was  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  of  Hie  Federal 
army,  kiUod  b^  Deas*  brigade. 

While  movmg  to  the  right  and  rear,  I  was 
met  by  a  staff  omcer  of  Brigadier-Gkneral  Bush- 
rod  Johnson,  and  afterwards  by  that  officer  him- 
self, stating  that  he  was  hard  pressed  and  must 
have  support  forthwith  or  he  would  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  I  immediately  placed  Anderson's 
brigade  under  his  orders. 

Deas,  who  was  out  of  ammunition,  obtained  a 
partial  supply  from  Johnson's  wagons,  and  then 
marched  west  across  the  Crawfish  Spring  road 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  facii^  west,  at  the 
top  of  the  first  ridge  beyond.  His  iBkinnishers 
became  engaged  immediately  with  those  of  a 
force  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  next  ridge. 
Manigault,  now  coming  up,  was  directed  to  form 
oii  Deas'  right  I  believed  the  force  in  my  front 
to  be  the  same  that  I  had  previously  routed, 
making  its  way  towards  Cfaattanoc^^  and  de- 
signed cutting  it  off  and  capturing  it  But  at 
this  juncture,  before  Manieault's  Ime  had  been 
established,  bride  firing  had  commenced  to  mv 
right  and  rear,  east  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road, 
and  I  received  from  General  Johnson  urgent  re- 
quests for  further  support  Deas  and  Manieault 
at  once  moved  in  that  direction  and  formed  on 
his  left.  Previous  to  their  arrival  the  firing  had 
ceased. 

General  Johnson's  line  faced  nearly  north, 
about  perpendicular  to  the  Lafayette  road  and 
to  onr  original  line  of  battle.  It  was  the  side  of 
an  extremely  rough  and  steep  projection  of  Mis- 
sionary Ri^e,  near  Dyer's  farm,  and  was  ex- 
tended easterwardly  by  the  lines  of  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  The  height  teminated  in  an  open 
field,  near  Kershaw's  nght  It  was  elsewhere 
densely  wooded.  The  enemy  held  the  summit 
in  strong  force,  his  artillery  planted  on  sundry 
sudden  elevations  rising  up  tike  redoubts ;  hia 
infantry  between  these,  benind  the  crest,  and 
further  sheltered  by  breastworks  of  trees  and 
rocks. 

At  three  p.  m.,  a  force  of  the  enemy,  probably 
that  which  I  had  recently  confronted  west  of  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road,  appeared  on  my  left, 
capturing  seveial  men  of  my  infirmary  corps 
and  others  who  had  fallen  out  from  fatigue  or 
wounds.  I  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  in 
rear,  and  seiit  to  General  Longstreet  and  General 
Buckner  for  reinforcements.  At  the  same  time, 
being  the  officer  of  highest  rank  present,  and 
deeming  concert  of  action  necessary,  I  as- 
sumed conmiand  of  General  t  Johnson's  troops, 
and  ordered  an  immediate  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  enemy  io  our  front — Deas  and  Mani- 
gault, with  Johnson's  conmiand,  all  under  direc- 
tion of  that  officer,  to  wheel  to  the  right  until 
faced  east,  and  then  to  advance,  takinx  the  enemy 
in  flank ;  Anderson  to  move  forwara  when  the 
firing  should  begin.  General  Kershaw  agreed 
to  conform  to  tile  movements  of  the  latter.  I 
hoped  to  insure  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
the  enemy  by  driving  him  in  conftoion  upon  the 
right  wing  of  our  army. 

The  movement  began  at  half-past  three.    Skir- 
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mishing  extended  along  ttkQ  whole  line  as  Oeas,  at 
the  extreme  left,  commencing  swmging.  In  a 
few  minutes  a  tenific  contest  ensned,  which  con- 
tinued at  close  quarters,  without  any  intermi»- 
sion,  over  four  hours.  Our  troops  attacked  again 
and  again,  with  a  courage  worthy  of  their  past 
achievements.  The  enemy  fought  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy,  and  repeatedly  repulsed  us, 
but  only  to  be  again  assailed.  As  showing  the 
fierceness  of  the  fight,  the  fact  is  mentioned 
that,  on  6ur  extreme  left,  the  bayonet  was  used, 
and  the  men  also  killed  and  wounded  with 
clubbed  muskets.  A  little  after  four  the  enemy 
was  reinforced  and  advanced,  with  loud  shouts, 
upon  our  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  At  this  time  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  Garrity 's  battery,  of  Anderson's  brigade, 
which  had  been  doing  effective  service.  It  was 
subsequently  held  in  reserve.  Denf s  battery, 
of  Deas'  brigade,  was  engaged  throughout  the 
struggle.  Notwithstanding  the  repulses  of  our 
infantry,  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery 
stood  to  their  guns  undaunted,  and  continued 
firing,  inflicting  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  and 
oonSbuting  largely  to  the  success  of  my  opera- 
tions. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  four  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Preston,  of  Buckner's  corps,  in  answer  to 
my  application  for  help,  brought  me  the  timely 
and  valuable  reinforcements  of  Kelly's  bri^wle, 
and,  within  an  Hour  afterwards,  the  remaming 
brigades  of  his  division.  Gracie's  and  Trigg's. 
These  brave  troops,  as  they  arrived,  were  con- 
ducted by  officers  of  mv  staff,  to  the  right  of 
m^  line,  and  promptly  aavanoed,  in  coniunction 
with  the  rest,  upon  the  enemy.  From  wis  time 
we  gained  ground,  but,  though  commanding 
nine  brigades,  with  Kershaw's  co-operating,  and 
all  in  action,  I  found  the  gain  both  slow  and 
costly.  I  have  never  known  Federal  troops  to 
fight  so  well  It  is  just  to  say,  also,  that  I  never 
saw  Confederate  soldiers  fight  better. 

Between  half-past  seven  and  eight  p.  m.,  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  surrender- 
ing to  the  gallant  Preston  six  or  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  with  five  standards  and  many  valuable 
arms.  One  piece  of  artillery,  two  or  three 
wagons,  and  about  fifty  prisoners,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Deas'  brigade.  This  was  the  victori- 
ous ending  of  the  battie  of  Ghickamauga. 

At  eleven  p.m.,  suffering  much  pain  from  an 
injury  received  about  mid-3ay,  I  refinquished  to 
Brigadier-General  Anderson  tiie  command  of  my 
division.  « 

The  usual  oommendatory  expressions  would 
almost  seem  to  cheapen  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cers i(nd  men  of  my  immediate  command  during 
the  day,  and  those  who  foueht  with  us  in  the 
afternoon.  The  relation  of  wnat  they  ^rfdrmed 
ought  to  immortalize  them.  For  signal  gal- 
lanky  and  efficiency  the  army  and  country  are 
indebted  to  Brigadier-Oenerak  Preston  and 
Johnson,  and  their  several  brigade  commanders ; 
also  to  Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  and  the  three 
brigade  commanders  of  my  division,  Anderson, 
Deas  and  Manigault.    Without  the  decided  suc- 


cess whidi  they  won  on  Dyer's  HUl,  Chiokamw> 
ga  would  not  luive  been  a  victory,  unless  after 
another  day  of  fighting  and  slaughter. 

On  the  same  rdl  of  honor  should  be  inscribed 
the  names  of  the  chivalrous  staff  officers,  the 
devoted  officers  of  the  rcuriments  and  companies, 
and  the  heroic  rank  and  ffie.  Tl\e  reports  of  my 
subordinates  mention  many  of  each  grade  who 
distinguished  themselves.  Not  a  few  of  them 
feh  gloriously,  and  now  rest  on  the  field ;  others 
bear  honorable  wounds,  and  others  fortouately 
remain  unhurt  I  respectfully  ask  attention  to 
the  records  of  their  conspicuous  braveiy,aQd 
that  the  appropriate  rewards  of  valor  be  con- 
ferred on  them. 

The  following  staff  officers  were  with  me  on 
the  field  : 

Colonel  0.  W.  Adams,  Assistant  Adjutant  and 
Inspector-General  and  (^ief  of  Staff. 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  A^jutant43en- 
eral. 

Certain  Walker  Anderson,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-GeneraL 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Williams,  Aid-de-Oamp. 

Captain  D.  D.  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery. 

Captam  J.  F.  Walton,  Provisst  Marshal 

Captain  Lenoir,  and  Lieutenants  Gordon  and 
Lee,  of  my  cavalry  escort,  also  acted  on  my  staff 
during  the  engagement 

The  conduct  of  all  these  officers  was  in  Ihe 
highest  degree  soldierly,  and  their  services  most 
vuuable.  They  have  my  thanks,  and  desenre 
the  confidence  of  their  superiors.  Colonel  Adams 
especially,  by  his  greater  expe^ence,  his  cool 
courage,  vnd  his  a(£aiirable  promptness  and  pre- 
cision, has  placed  me  under  lasting  obligations, 
and  ainply  shown  his  fitness  for  nigl^  rank, 
which  I  earnestiy  hope  will  be  given  him. 

Major  £.  B.  D.  Riley,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  was 
very  efficient  in  his  department,  having  his 
trains  almost  constantiiy  at  hand,  and  sup^ying 
every  call  for  ammunition  with  the  least  possible 
delur. 

mjor  J.  C.  Palmer,  C.  S.,  performed  his  duties 
in  the  most  satisfiekctory  manaer,  providing  the 
conunand  with  cooked  rations  during  the  battle^ 
and  the  movem^its  preliminary  to  it,  with  al- 
most as  much  regularity  as  if  prepared  by  ^ 
men  themselves  in  camp.  In  this  he  was  efSd- 
entiy  aided  by  Captain  S.  M.  Laoirr,  Assistant- 
Quartermaster,  an  officer  always  ready  and  wiD- 
ingj  and  whose  quaUfications  and  services  faii^ 
entitie  him  to  promotion. 

Chief  Surgeon  C.  Terry  was  prompt  and  effi- 
cient to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  means  at  his 
disjpHOsal. 

Lieutenant  L.  P.  Dodge,  Aid-de-Camp,  was  dis- 
abled by  being  thrown  from  his  hoarse  b^ore 
the  battie  commenced,  and  was  not  aftowards 
with  me. 

The  strenfftii  of  my  division,  on  going  into 
action,  was  five  hunored  and  one  officers,  and 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  en- 
listed men. 

My  bss  in  officers  was  sixteen  killed,  eigh^- 
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le  ^wounded,  and  one  missing ;  in  enlisted  men, 
vo  hundred  and  fiffrf-six  kOled,  one  thousand 
iree  hundred  and  ninety-nine  wounded,  and 
iiiety-eeven  miasing.  Whole  loss,  two  hundred 
rid  seven^-twro  kifled,  one  thousand  four  hiuj- 
red  and  eightT-  wounded,  and  ninety-eight  miss- 
ag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
T'our  ob^ent  servant, 

T.  G.  Hut  DKAN, 

BEFOBT  OF  HAJOR-GBOBAL  WALKER,  OOUMANDIKG 
BESBBTE  OORPB. 

BSADQUARnots  Dmsmx,  \ 

KsAB  CBATEAHOOOi,  TBfy.,  Octobor  18, 186S.  / 

Lieuteruxnt-ChUMel  Qeorge  Wm,  Brent,  AssisUmt 
AtJ^fUani-  General : 

Colonel:  The  reports  of  the  commanding 
oncers  of  ^he  brieades  and  divisions  having 
been  received,  I  hasten  to  forward  them  to 
headquarters,  together  with  my  report  as  com- 
mander of  the  reserve  corps : 

On  the  18th  of  October,  i  was  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  to  cross  tilie  Ghickamauga 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  if  practicable — if  not,  to 
cross  at  Byron's  Qprd,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
below.    Before  reaching  the  bridge,  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  would  have  to  fight  for  it,  as  it 
was  held  by  the  enemy.    (General  liddeU,  com- 
m^ndin^  division,  was  ordered  to  advance  with 
Waltbdl*s  and  Govan's  brigades  (Colonel  Govan 
commanded  General  LiddeU  a  brigade).    General 
Walthall  advanced  upon  ike  bridge,  and  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  short  and 
sharp  encounter,  took  the  bridge,  which  was 
torn  up  by  the  enemy,  malring  it  necessary  for 
the  command  to  cross  at  Byron's  Ford.    Colonel 
Govan's  skirmishers  were  also  engaged.    Ector's 
and  Wilson's  brigades  were  held  in  reserve,  and 
not  engaged.    Byron's  Ford  was  crossed  at  night 
by  the  troops,  but  the  ordnance  wagons,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the 
ford,  were  not  crossed  untU  morning.    Colonel 
Wilson's  brigade  was  left  to  guard  the  wagons, 
and  the  rest  of  tiie  command  bivouacked  apout 
a  mile  from  ^e  ford.    I  received  an  order  that 
^^t  to  report  to  General  Hood's  command. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Oeneral  Forrest  asked 

^r  a  brigade  of  infancy,  and  the  commanding 

Mineral  (General  Bragg)  directed  me  to  order  a 

brigade  to  report  to  him.    Shortly  afterwards, 

hearing  firing,  I  remarked  to  the  commanding 

General  (General  Bragg^that  I  thought  Wilson? 

nrigade  was  engaged,  and  that  I  would  hasten 

«P  It.    He  directed  me  to  attack  with  all  the 

force  I  had.    [General  liddell  labors  under  a 

aisapprehension  in  the  first  part  of  his  report 

^  u       speaks  of  my  sendine  for  orders  and 

°*^g  a  reconnoissance.    I  had  been  on  the 

neld  before  I  saw  General  LiddeU,  and  had  re- 

wl^  J^ders  from  the  commanding  General  (as 

A  »«te  in  my  report)  before  I  went  on  the  field, 

and  was  satisfied  of  the  large  force  of  the  enemy, 

^  Bent  for  reinforcements  before  I  met  him. 

"n«n  I  did  meet  him  we  had  some  conversa- 


tion about  the  forces,  etc.,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member. He  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  time.] 
On  reaching  the  ground  I  found  that  Wilson's 
and  Ector's  brigade  (having  also  been  taken  by 
Forrest,  without  any  authority  from  me)  were 
heavily  pressed,  and,  from  the  greatlv  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  fall 
back.  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Wilson's  report 
for  the  part  his  brigade  took  in  the  action. 
Genera]  Ector  is  absent,  his  brieade  having 
been  ordered  to  Mississippi :  and  I  have  no 
report  from  him,  but  his  origade  acted  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  I  ordered  Liddell's  divi- 
sion up  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  ground,  and 
they  came  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  moved  up  m  gallant  style  and 
attacked  the  enemv.  I  refer  you  to  ueneral 
Liddell's  report,  and  to  General  Walthall's  and 
Colonel  Govan's  for  particulars.  This  division, 
too,  after  a  desperate  and  gallant  struggle  had 
to  fall  back.  Discovering,  on  my^  arrival  on  the 
ground,  that  my  command  had  encountered  a 
heavy  force,  I  sent  immediately  back  to  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements.  About 
one  o'clock  Grenezal  Cheatham  came  up,  and  was 
informed  by  me  where  his  division  was  needed. 
I  refer  you  to  his  own  report  for  lus  part  in 
the  action.  About  five  p.  h.  (I  had  no  watch, 
but  this  was  about  the  time),  General  Polk  came 
up  and  took  command,  and  my  command  acted 
under  his  orders.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  were 
more  than  Thomas'  corps  engaged;  and  all 
northern  accounts  state  that  parts  of  Critten- 
den's^and  McCook's  were  engaged.  The  unequal 
contest  of  four  brigades  against  siich  over- 
whelming odds  is  unparalleled  in  this  revolu- 
tion, and  the  troops  deserve  immortal  honor  for 
the  part  borne  in  me  action.  Only  soldiers  fight- 
ing for  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen  could  attack, 
be  driven,  rallv  and  attack  again  such  superior 
forces.  Two  fines  of  battle  of  the  enemv  were 
broken  in  the  first  attack  by  Wiison ;  and  when 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  front  of 
the  breastworks  which  the  enemy  had  fallen 
behind,  the  fight  was  taken  up  bv  LiddeU's 
division,  and  the  enemy's  line  broken  again, 
when  he  again  took  refuge  behind  his  breast- 
works, and  LiddeU  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 
The  troops  were  rapidly  formed  again,  and  the 
unequal  contest  was  carried  on  from  between 
nine  and  ten  a.  h.,  by  my  command  until  about 
half-past  one  .p.  m .,  when,  as  I  have  said,  Cheat- 
ham's division  came  up.  In  the  afternoon  at  about 
five  o'clock,  my  command  was  ordered  by  Gten- 
eral  Polk  to  support  Cleburne.  General  P. 
will  doubtless  report  what  then  happened. 

I  w/»  directed,  Saturday  night,  by  General 
Polk  (to  whom  I  was  then  ordered  to  report)  to 
hold  my  reserve  corps  in  readiness  to  support 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  would  take 
place  at  digrlight,  and  to  support  Cheatham's 
division.  I  was  on  the  ground  at  daylight 
ready  for  the  attack.  The  attack  was  not  made 
at  that  time,  and  between  about  nine  and  ten  I 
was  ordered,  instead  of  supporting  Cheatham, 
to  support  Hill's  corps,  a  part  of  the  right  wing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


892 


REBELLIOK    BBOQBD,    1862-66. 


(commanded  by  Polk),  to  fbim  my  reserve  bo  as 
to  echdon  ^eckinridge,  who  was  on  the  ri^ht 
of  Hin'a  corps.  Before  I  got  into  my  position, 
and  whilst  marching  by  uie  flank  to  gain  the 

g'onnd  to  the  right,  1  was  sent  for  by  General 
ill  to  his  support  Greneral  Polk  was  with  my 
command  when  I  received  the  order.  I  marched 
rapidly  forward  in  line  of  battle,  part  of  the 
time  at  double-quick,  and  reported  to  General 
HilL  General  Polk  was  with  me.  General 
Hill  inf(»:med  me,  on  my  arrival,  that  he  wanted 
a  brigade.  I  told  him  there  was  one  immediatelv 
behind  him.  He  remarked  he  wanted  Uist^s 
brkade.  J,  informed  him  that  it  was  to  the  left 
and  had  just  come  np  (General  Gist  had  a  few 
moments  before,  been  put  in  command,  by  me, 
of  General  Ector's  and  CJoIonel  Wilson's  bri- 
eades,  and  Colonel  Ck)lquitt  had  command  of 
Gist's  brigade).  He  ordered  General  Gist's 
brigade  immediately  into  the  fight  in  the  rear  of 
Breckinridge,  a  part  of  whose  division  had 
fallen  back,  aiM  the  whole  of  which  was  hard 
pressed.  I  refer  you  to  General  Gist's  report 
for  the  performance  of  his  command. 

General  Walthall  was  detached  to  the  left 
to  the  support  of  Brigadier-General  Polk,  by 
Hill  or  Polk.  My  command  being  thus  dis- 
posed of,  brigades  being  sent  in  to  take  the 
places  of  divisions,  my  only  occupation  was 
to  help  from  the  detached  portions  of  my  com- 
mand as  they  came  out  from  a  position.  I  felt 
certain  they  would  have  to  leave  when  they 
were  sent  in.  My  division  commanders  re- 
ceived their  orders  direct  from  Greneral  HiQ,  and 
I  refer  you  to  their  reports. 

Breckinridge's  division  having  fedlen  back, 
and  General  Hill  having  reporteaClebume's  di- 
vision, on  Breckinridge's  left,  routed,  my  re- 
serve corps  having  fallen  back  in  detachments, 
in  which  they  were  sent  in,  and  a  column  hav- 
ing been  observed  marching  down  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  on  our  right,  I  was  compelled  to 
insist  on  having'  something  to  do  with  my  own 
command.  With  our  ri^t  flank  exposed  to 
their  advancing  column,  Sie  reported  gap  that 
the  withdrawal  of  Cleburne  had  made  on  the 
left,  I  was  in  favor  of  forming  the  command  in 
a  strong  position  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  us,  until  we  ascer- 
tained positively  the  condition  of  our  flanks,  and 
then  mdke  the  best  disposition  of  the  combined 
force  and  strike  the  enemy  to  the  best  advantage. 
General  Hill,  differing  with  me,  ordered  his  line 
of  battle,  one  at  right  angles  to  the  other.  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  being  at  right  angles  to  mine, 
he  facing  southward  to  oppose  the  force  then 
coming  nrom  Chattanooga,  and  I  facing  west- 
ward toward  the  enemy  we  had  been  &hting. 
We  were  in  this  position  when  one  of  General 
Polk's  Aids  rode  up  and  told  General  HiU  that 
General  Polk  had  directed  him  to  order  General 
Hill  peremptorily  to  advance  immediately  on 
the  enemy.  General  Gist  was  then  ordered  by 
me  to  move  his  division  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemyr,  and  General  Liddell's  division  was  or- 
dered on  his  right    Grenerals  Breckmridge  and 


Gheatham  were  in  rear  and  on  Greneral  Gisf  i 
left  The  command  marched  forward.  I  refer 
you  to  General  Gist's  and  Greneral  liddell's  re- 
ports for  the  result 

My  command  bivouacked  on  the  batde-field. 
and  the  enemy  retreated  in  Ihe  direction  ot 
Chattanooga. 

I  owe  to  myself  and  to  tiie  gallant  oommand  on- 
der  me,  to  state  that  when  I  reported  to  General 
Hill,  had  he  permitted  me  to  fight  my  reserve 
corps  according  to  my  own  judigment.  and  had 
not  disintegrate  it,  as  he  did,  bv  sending  it  in 
detachments,  I  would  have  fdrmed  my  five  batter- 
ies on  the  left  flank  of  the  enennr  toward  the 
Chattano(^  road,  and  opened  m-e  xxgon  the 
enemy's  &nk,  and  would  have  either  pushed 
them  forward,  supported  by  infanti^,  or  have 
marched  past  them  with  my  combmed  fvoe, 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  left  would 
have  been  carried  much  easier  than  ft  wa&  and 
many  a  gallant  man  have  been  saved,  and  the 
enemy's  retreat  intercepted. 

I  refer  the  commanding  Greneral  to  the  reports 
of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the 
conduct  of  their  officers  on  the  fidd. 

In  the  three  days'  fighting  I  had  the  honor  to 
command  the  gallant  reserve  corps,  I  witnessed 
nothing  but  a  neroism  that  was  worthy  of  men 
battling  for  their  freedom.  To  the  division  aad 
brigade  commanders,  General  Gist,  commanding 
division  composed  of  Greneral  Gist's,  Greneral 
Ector's,  and  Colonel  Wilson's  brigades,  and  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  commanding  division  composed  of 
General  Walthall's  and  Colonel  Govan's  Mgades, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  the  Bri^adier-Gbnerals 
fought  with  a  gallantry  that  entitle  them  to  di- 
vision commands,  and  the  Colonels  commanding 
brigades,  with  an  obstinacy  and  courage  thai 
entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Generals. 
The  conduct  of  Colonels,  commanders  of  hatttf- 
ies,  line  officers,  and  privates,  is  recorded  by 
their  respective  commanders. 

I  may  be  permitted  in  my  own  division,  which 
was  commanded  on  Sunday  by  Greneral  Gist,  to 
state  that  Colonel  Wibon,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade on  both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  acted  with 
great  distinction,  and  who  is  the  oldest  Colonel 
from  Greoreia,  is  entitled,  from  long  service  with 
the  brigade  and  from  galknt  conduct,  to  the 
command  of  the  Georgia  brigade  he  now  com- 
mands in  the  capacity  of  Brigadier-Greneral} 
and  that  the  gallant  Stevens,  of  Gist's  br^wie, 
(who  was  severely  wounded),  from  what  I  mow 
of  his  capacity  as  an  officer,  from  his  gallantry 
on  the  field,  and  from  his  devotion  to  the  cause, 
would  grace  any  position  that  might  be  con- 
ferred. 

To  my  staff.  Captain  J.  F.  Gumming,  Assistsnt 
Adjutant-General ;  Captain  8.  H.  Crump,  Assist- 
ant Inspector-General;  Lieutenants  Lamar  and 
Kenan,  Aids-de-Camp ;  Lieutenant  Madder, 
Ordnance  Officer  jWho  was  on  the  field  with  me, 
and  Captam  M.  H.  Talbot  volnnteer  Aid,  I  am 
indebted  for  distinguishea  and  gallant  service 
on  the  field,  and  to  Captain  Troup,  Assistsnt 
Adjutant><jteneral,  who  was  dangerously  wound- 
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-whilst  carryizig  an  order  in  the  tfaiokeat  of 
)  fight.  PVom  the  oharader  of  the  fightfa», 
both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  they*  were  greaify 
308ed,  and  bore  themariveB  as  became  gen- 
men  and  soldiesB  fiebting  for  att  Aat  ia  dear. 
Pot  Hie  gfeiUant  dead  we  oan  but  mourn.  The 
ble,  brave,  and  duvakoTui  Colquitt,  who  fell 
command  of  Qisf  a  bd^e,  was  a  soldier 
i  a  gentleman,  a  Christian  and  a  Mend.  I 
pe  I  will  be  excused  for  paying,  in  my  report, 
ribute  to  hia  wrorth. 

A  map  of  the  field  and  a  list  of  easnaltteB  wiU 
company  this  report 

Gregg's  brigade,  which  now  forms  a  part  of 
TalkarB  division,  reported  during  Ihe  battle  to 
ajor-General  Hood,  whose  official  report  wi]l, 
:)ubtles8.  give  an  aooonnt  of  its  operations.  I 
n  proua  to  hear  it  behaved  with  great  gal- 
xktry. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  T.  Walkkb, 
M^flt-Cenand,  iwmnwnrtlng  Diviakm. 

BEPOBT  OF  ICAJOBrOENESAL  JOSEPH  WHEEUER. 

BmioquuxiBB  Catjumt  Oona, ) 
Ootobw  ao,  1868L        / 

Cohnd  Beorae  W.  BrerO,  ABsiitant  Acfjvtanl^ 
Generd,  Armiy  qf  Tmnegsee: 
CouttOBL:  Having  been  called  upon  to  report 
the  operations  of  my  command  during  and  inci- 
dent upon  &e  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  have  the 
hoDor  to  make  &e  following  statement  of  facts, 
ill  order  simply  to  deei^^te  the  position  of  the 
command.  I  cannot,  in  lustice  to  the  officers  and 
men,  make  a  full  official  report^  until  the  reports 
of  Bubordinate  commanders  have  been  received. 
I  trust,  however,  this  statement  will  answer  un^ 
a  full  report  oan  be  prepared : 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  August,  my.c(Mn- 
loand,  cansisting  of  Wharton's  and  Martin's 
divisions,  and  Roddy's  brigade,  were  stationed 
aa  folk>WB :  Bstis's  regiment,  of  Wharton's  divis- 
ion, picketing  Tennessee  River  from  Bridge- 
port to  Gunteraville ;  Wade's  regiment,  Martm's 
division,  from  Quntersville  to  Decatur,  and  de- 
tachments from  Roddy's  brigade  from  Decatur 
U)  the  mouth  of  Bear  Greek.  The  main  body  of 
Wharton's  division  was  stationed  near  Rome, 
Gia.;  of  Martin's  division,  near  Alexandria,  Ala- 
oaioa,  and  of  Roddy's  brigade,  near  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama.  Two  regiments  of  the  corps  were  on 
deteched  duly  with  General  Pillow. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  Greneral  Martin's  oom- 
nnand,  numberiuff  about  twelve  hundred  men, 
was  ordered  to  fienton,  and  General  Wharton's 
to  the  vicinily  of  Chattanooga* 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  enen^  crossed  the 
ieimessee  River  in  force,  drivii^  back  the 
pickets  of  Colonel  firtis's  regunent^  About  five 
nundred  men  of  (general  Martin's  division,  under 
UeutenantColonel  Maiden,  moved  up  Wills' 
T«ley,  and  were  placed  on  picket  duty  below 
^flattanooga. 

«- now  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were 
moving  two  divisions  of  oavahy  and  McCook's 


corps  of  inftmtrv  over  Sand  Mountain  and  into 
Wills'  Valley  by  the  Caperton  road.  I  was 
ordered  to  take  ]9ost  in  Broomtown  Valley,  for 
the  purpose  of  picketing  the  passes  of  Lookout 
Mountam.  (jeneral  Martin,  with  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  guarded  the  passes  from  the 
Tennessee  River  to  Niel's  Gap,  and  General 
Wharton  from  Neil's  Gap  to  Gadsden.  These 
eommands  kept  the  enemy  continuaUy  observed, 
and  full  repcxrts  concerning  him  were  several 
times  each  day  sent  to  army  headquarters.  Sev- 
eraicolumns  <k  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  pushed 
over  the  mountain,  all  of  which  were  success- 
fuUv  driven  back. 

On  the  twelfth  of  September,  McCook's  corps 
of  infantry  and  Stanley  s  corps  of  cavalry  moved 
over  the  mountain  at  Alpine,  and,  after  a  severe 
fight,  our  cavalry  (nnder  Colonel  Avery,  a  most 
gallant  and  discreet  officer)  was  compelled  to 
Mback. 

Skirmishing  continued  nearly  every  day  until 
the  seventeenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move 
into  McLembre's  Cove,  by  Dug  and  Catiett's 
Gaps,  and  attack  the  enemy,  in  order  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  that  direction.  We  fought  for 
some  hours,  driving  the  enemy  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  finally  developed  a  force  too  large  to 
be  dislodged. 

On  the  following  day  we  moved  to  Owen's 
Ford,  on  Chi<±amauga  River,  leaving  heavy 
pickets  at  all  the  gaps  of  the  mountain  as  far  as 
Gadsden. 

About  two  p.  M.,  I  learned  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  moving  up  McLemore's  Cove.  I  moved 
across  the  river  and  warmly  assailed  their  flank, 
dividing  the  column  and  driving  the  enemy  in 
confusion  in  both  directions.. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  to  guard 
weU  all  the  passes  oi  the  mountain  and  all  the 
fords  of  the  river  down  to  Gkneral  Longstreat's 
left  flsmk,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  at  every  op- 
portunity which  presented  itselif.  This  order 
was  complied  with,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
force  was  concentrated  at  Glass's  Mill.  A  con* 
siderable  force  of  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  were 
deployed  on  the  opnosite  bank,  and  warm  skir- 
mishing commencea.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  I  dismounted  all  my  available 
force,  crossed,  and  warmly  assailed  the  enemy, 
hoping  that  we  might  draw  troops  from  the 
centre,  and  thus  create  a  diversion.  After  a 
short  fieht  tUb  enemy  wavered.  We  charged 
him,  and  drove  a  largely  superior  force  f uUy  two 
miles  to  Crawfish  Spring,  killing  and  womidiug 
large  numbers,  and  taking  tlurty-five  officers 
and  men  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded.  We 
were  successful  in  creating  the  diversion,  as  the 
enemy  thought  our  advance  a  heavy  flank  move- 
ment, and  xeinforced  this  point  heavily.  The 
enemy,  in  his  accounts  of  the  battle,  state  that 
General  Longstreet  flanked  him  at  this  point  at 
the  hour  we  made  the  attack.  At  this  time  I 
received  orders  to  move  mv  available  force  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  attack  the  enemy. 
We  arrived  at  that  place  about  three  o'clo^ 
r.  M.,  crossed  the  river,  and  vigorously  assailed 
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]iim.  After  a  abort  time,  he  commenced  retreat- 
ing in  confusion.  We  followed  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  capturing  abont  one  dionsana  prison- 
ers, twenty  wagons,  and  a  huge  amonnt  of  arms 
and  ordnance  st(»:e8.  Abont  dark,  we  also  cap- 
tared  five  large  hospitals,  wilh  a  considerable 
supply  of  medicines,  camp  equipage,  and  a  great 
number  of  wounded  pisonefs,  oesides  over  one 
hundred  surgeons.  The  pursuit  was  continued 
till  two  hours  after  nightfall,  when  we  retired  to 
feed  our  horses. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  I 
detached  two  regiments,  pursuant  to  orders,  to 

Fick  up  stragglers  and  arms.  About  nine  a.  m., 
received  oraers  from  Oeneral  Longstreet  to 
send  a  force  of  cavalry  to  find  the  enemy's  poffi- 
tion.  At  the  same  time  I  received  orders  from 
Gknend  Bragg,  through  Colonel  McKinstry,  to 
save  the  captured  property.  To  accomplish 
both  these  objects,  I  detailed  five  hundred  of  my 
best  mounted  men,  under  Colonel  Anderson,  to 
comply  with  General  Longstreet^  order,  with 
full  instructions  to  report  every  hour  to  that 
officer.  As  previously  stated,  two  regimraits 
were  already  at  work  collecting  stragglers  and 
arms,  leaving  with  me  but  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred men.  Just  at  this  time  I  received  informa- 
tion from  my  pickets  at  Owen's  Ford,  that  the 
enemy,  in  large  force,  was  driving  back  our 
cavalry  from  that  point  It  was  abo  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  a  large  train  of  wag- 
ons with  him.  At  the  same  time  I  ob- 
served a  heavy  dust  in  Chattanooga  Valley, 
which  appeared  to  indicate  a  movement 
from  Chattanoc^a,  alone  the  foot  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  towards  McLemore's  Cove,  for  the 
purpose  of  succoring  the  command  reported  at 
Owen's  Ford.  I  immediately  moved  over  to 
Qiattanooga  Valley  and  drove  back  towards 
Chattanooga  the  force  which  was  marching  from 
that  place.  I  then  left  the  BighUi  Texas  raneers 
and  my  escort  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  while, 
with  &e  balance  of  the  command,  I  moved  up 
towards  McLemore's  Cove. 

After  inarching  about  five  miles  we  met  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  which,  seeing  the  dust  of  our 
approach,  had  depl^ed  a  considerable  force  in 
a  strong  position.  I  immediately  deployed  two 
regiments-  and  commenced  skirmishing.  Find- 
ing their  position  strong,  I  detached  a  squadron 
to  turn  their  right  flank.  This  caused  the  enemy 
to  waver,  when  we  charged  in  lifie  and  also  in 
column  on  the  road,  driving  him  in  confusion. 
The  enemy  attempted  to  form  a  new  line  with  his 
reserves  several  times,  but  we  met  him  with  such 
force  as  to  di^rse  him  each  time,  driving  him 
before  us.  We  continued  the  charge  several 
miles,  capturing,  killing,  or  dispersing  nearly  the 
entire  command,  said  to  number  about  two  thou- 
sand men.  We  secured  inunediately  upon  ^e 
road  only  about  four  hundred.  We  also  captured 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  and  secured  their  entire 
train,  numbering  about  ninety  wagons,  loaded 
with  valuable  baggage.  Many  of  vie  men  who 
escaped  to  the  adjoining  woods  were  picked  up 
on  the  following  morning,  and  onJy  about  sev- 


enty-five men,  half  of  whom  were  disDUHmtod, 
succeeded  in  joining  the  Federal  army,  W« 
also  captured  a  number  of  arms.  The  wagou 
and  mules  were  turned  over  to  the  Chief  Qoir- 
termaster  of  Army  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  following  morning,  pursuant  to  ordera, 
we  pressed  on  to  within  one  naile  and  a  auartor 
of  Chattanooga,  driving  the  enemy's  cavaliy  be- 
hind his  infantry.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  night,  when,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Trenton,  preparatc^  to  oroeiiiiff 
the  Tennessee  River.  After  one  day's  march,! 
received  orders  to  return  and  sweep  up  Lookout 
Mountain  to  Point  Lookout.  The  order  was  re- 
ceived at  two  p.  x.,  and  I  immediately  started 
with  an  advance  guard  of  two  hundred  men, 
ordering  the  command  to  follow. 

On  arriving  at  Smnmertown  at  dark,  I  found 
one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  sfrong  barri- 
cades. I  dismounted  my  men  to  fe^  thmr  poai- 
tion  and  charged  their  flanks,  driving  them  f<ff 
some  distance.  La  this  hasty  refreat  they  left 
several  guns,  knapsacks,  overcoats,  and  cooloDg 
utensils,  also  their  supper  already  cooked.  By 
that  time  I  learned  that  my  command  had  been 
stopped  and  ordered  to  Chickamauga  Station. 
I,  however,  with  my  small  command,  which  Dom- 
bered  one  hundred  and  five  dismounted  men, 
pressed  ihe  enemy  off  the  mountain. 

After  surveying  the  enemy's  works,  and  re- 
porting fnlly  his  position  to  the  commanding 
Generu,  I  proceeded  to  Chickamauga  Btatien, 
where  I  received  orders  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
River  above  Chattanooga.  During  the  night, 
however,  I  received  oraers  to  move  tawtfds 
Charleston  to  support  General  Forrest^  who  was 
moving  upon  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

On  uie  twenty-ninth  I  received  orders  to  croaa 
the  Tennessee  River  with  that  porticm  of  my 
oonunand  then  with  me  (one  brigaae  having  been 
left  with  the  army]  and  three  brigades  whidi 
General  Fcorest  had  been  ordered  to  send  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  i  learned  that 
thepe  commands  bad  just  arrived  at  a  point  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  point  of  crossing.  I  or- 
dered them  to  the  latter  place,  and  proceeded 
there  with  the  commands  of  Generals  Wharton 
and  Martin.  The  enemy  had  occupied  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  immediately  concentrated  a 
force  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  our  own,  to 
resist  our  crossing.  This  force  had  followed  me 
up  the  river,  and  I  found  tiiat  at  any  point  at 
which  I  should  attempt  to  cross  oould  be  readied 
as  easily  by  them  as  by  n^  oommand.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  determined  to  cross  at 
the  point  I  then  was.  The  three  brigades  from 
General  Forrest  were  mere  skeletons,  scarcely 
averaging  five  hundred  effective  men  each.  These 
were  badly  armed,  had  but  a  small  supply  of 
ammuiution,  and  their  hones  were  in  h^riUe 
condition,  having  been  marched  continuous 
for  three  days  and  three  nights  without  renK»y- 
ing  saddles.  The  men  wwe  worn  out  and  with- 
out rations.  The'  brigade  commandera  made 
most  urgent  protests  against  tbeir  commands 
being  ctdled  upon  to  move  in  this  oonditioai. 
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rith  this  state  of  things  I  allowed  the  worst 
orses  to  be  retained  to  the  rear,  and  with  the 
imainder  crossed  in  the  iiAce  of  an  enemv  nearly 
3  large  as  our  own  force.  We  assailed  and 
rove  the  enemy  about  three  miles. 
On  the  morning  of  November  second  I  reached 
etjuatchie  Valley,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
allowing  morning  proceeded  down  towards 
asper,  with,  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  After 
ravelling  about  ten  miles  we  overtook  and  cap- 
ured  thirty-t'wo  six-mule  wagons,  which  were 
lestroyed.  The  mnles  were  carried  on  with  the 
command. 

On  approaching.  Anderson's  Gross-roads  we 
^ere  met  b^  a  considerable  force  of  cavdry, 
which  we  charged  and  drove  before  us.     We 
liere  found  a  large  train  of  wagons,  which  proved 
to  extend  from  tne  top  of  Wddron's  Ridge  for  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  towards  Jasper.  This  train 
^as  heavily  loaded  with  ordnance,  quartermas- 
ter, and   commissary  stores.     The  number  of 
wagons  was  variously  estimated  at  from  eight 
to  mteen  hundred.    No  one  saw,  perhaps,  more 
than  half  Ihe  train.    The  Qnartermaster  in  charge 
of  the  train,  as  well  as  other  employees,  stated 
that  there  were  eight  htmdred  six-mule  wagons, 
besides  a  great  number  of  sutler  wagons.    The 
train  was  guarded  by  a  brigade  of  cavalrv  in 
front  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in  rear,  and  on 
the  flank,  where  we  attacked,  were  stationed 
tvfo  regiments  of  infantry.    After  a  warm  fight 
the  gni^  were  defeated  and  driven  off,  leaving 
the  entire  train  in  our  possession.    After  select- 
ing snch  mules  and  wagons  as  we  needed,  we 
then  destroyed  the  train  by  burning  the  wagons 
and  sabering  or  shooting  the  mules.    During  this 
work  my  pickets  were  driven  in  on  both  flimks 
and  my  rear.    Fortunately  the  enemy  was  repuls- 
ed, and  we  remained  undisturbed  for  eight  hours, 
and  nntil  our  work  was  thoroughly  accomplish- 
ed. Just  before  dark,  as  we  were  retiring,  aluge 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  moved  upon  us 
from  Stephenson,  skirmishing' with  our  rear  until 
dark.     During    this    General    Martin,  Colonel 
Avery  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griflfith  were  dis- 
tinguisl\ed  for  gallantry.    During  the  night  I 
moved  over  Cumberland  Mountain,  and  early 
^ext  morning  joined  General  Wharton  near  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  went  forward  to  attack 
McMinnville.    The  enemv  was  pressing  close 
oehinii,  but   we    succeeded    m    capturmg  the 
place,  with  an  enormous  supply  of  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores,  with  the  fortifications 
ana  garrison,  which  numbered  five  hundred  and 
eightv-Beven  men,  with  arms,  accoutrements,  &c. 
yfo  mmdred  horses  were  also  captured.    The 
aay  and  night  were  occupied  in  destroying  the 
Btores  a  locomotive,  a  train  of  cars,  and  a  bridee 
?]^^jlickory  Creek— such  of  the  stores  as  could 
w  transported  having  been  distributed  to  the 
command. 

Otv  the  following  day  we  marched  to  Murfrees- 
Doro .  After  making  a  demonstration  upon  tiie 
cah'  ^  '"o^ed  over,  and,  after  a  short  fight, 
^ptured  a  strong  stockade  guarding  the  railroad 
nnoge  over  Stone  River,  with  its  garrison  of 


fiffy-two  men.  The  day  was  ocoupied  in  cutting 
down  the  bridge  and  thoroughly  burning  the 
timber.  We  abo  burned  the  railroad  ties  and 
track  for  three  miles  below  the  bridge. 

The  following  day  we  destroyed  a  train  and  a 
quantity  of  stores  at  Christiana  and  Fosterville, 
and  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  and  tres- 
sels  between  Murfreesboro*  and  Wartrace,  in- 
cluding all  the  large  bridges  at  and  near  the  lat- 
ter place,  capturing  the  guards,  kc.  We  also 
captured  and  destroved  a  uiige  amount  of  stores 
of  all  kinds  at  ShelbyviQe — ^the  enemy  ruiming 
from  his  strong  fortifications  upon  our  approach. 

That  night  I  ordered  Davidson's  division  to 
encamp  on  Duck  River,  near  Warner's  Bridge ; 
Martins  division  two  miles  further  down,  and 
Wharton's  two  miles  below  Martin's.  Dnrine  the 
evening  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
closely  pursuing,  had  encamped  near  Frasier's 
farm.  1  immediately  informed  (akneral  David- 
son of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  directed 
him  to  keep  the  enemy  observed,  and  to  join  me 
should  the  enemy  move  towards  him.  This 
order  was  shortly  after  repeated  with  this  modi- 
fication, that  he  should  move  immediately  to  my 
position  (Cro well's  Mill).  Unfortunately  hie 
failed  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing mormng  was  attacked  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  I  received  two  consecutive 
dispatches  from  General  Davidson  which  indi- 
cated he  was  moving  down  Duck  River,  but  on 
questioning  his  couriers,  I  ascertained  that  he 
was  moving  towards  Farmington.  I  immediate- 
ly started  at  a  trot  towards  Farmington,  with 
Martin's  division,  ordering  General  Wnarton  and 
the  wagons  to  follow  me.  I  reached  Farmington 
just  in  time  to  place  five  regiments  of  MaCtin's 
command  in  position  when  the  enemy  appeared. 
I  had  ordered  General  Davidson  to  form  in  col- 
umn by  fours  on  the  Pike,  and  to  chaKe  the 
enemy  when  they  were  renulsed  by  Martin's 
division,  General  Davidson  naving  officiaUv  re- 
ported to  me  that  onlv  three  regiments  of  the 
enemy  had  been  seen  auring  the  day. 

The  engagement  commenced  warmly,  but  the 
enemv  was  soon  repulsed.  General  Davidson 
had  failed  to  form,  as  stated,  and,  instead,  had 
moved  for  some  distance.  The  enemy  soon  af- 
ter came  up  in  strong  force,  with  a  division  of 
infantry  and  a  dii%ion  of  cavalry.  We  fought 
them  with  great  warmth  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  we  clurged  the  line  and  drove  it  back  for 
some  distance.  General  Wharton's  column  and 
our  train  having  now  passed,  and  the  object 
for  which  we  K>Uffht  beins  accomplished,  we 
withdrew,  without  oeing  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  enemy,  in  his  own  account  of  the  fight, 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  twenfy-nine  killed,  in- 
cluding one  Colonel,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  wounded.  Mv  entire  loss  was  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  above  %ures. 

A  reconnoissance  was  made  towards  Columbia, 
which  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that  place 
and  destroy  all  theur  stores,  including  thirty 
days'  rations  for  the  earrison. 

We  then  proceedea  to  the  Tennessee  River  at 
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Mnsole  Shoals,  the  only  ferdable  pkce  on  Ifae 
rirer,  where  we  crossed  without  w&cfjltyy  the 
enemy  reaching  the  rirer  jost  aifter  I  had 
crossed.    • 

Two  pieces  of  artiflery  of  WigginVi  battery 
having  broken  down  several  times,  were  finally 
abandoned  on  accomit  of  onr  utter  inability  to 
brin^  tiiem  farther.  The  offleers  deseiVe  great 
credit  for  carrying  them  so  &r  in  their  disabled 
condition.  One  of  the  limbers  of  Whitens  bat- 
tery blew  up,  which  caused  it  also  to  be  aban- 
doned. Two  of  Hie  pieces  were  howitzers,  and 
tire  other  was  an  iron  gun  which  had  been 
condemned  at  every  inspection  for  the  last  year. 

During  the  trip  we  captured  in  action  sixteen 
hundred  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  as 
many  of  tneir  cavalry  as  would  cover  our  entire 
loss. 

A  full  report  of  the  casualties  in  nogr  command 
during  the  battle,  and  during  the*tnp  Hiroi^h 
Middfe  Tennessee,  will  be  found  in  the  annexed 
tabular  statement 

A  considerable  amount  of  tiie  pronerty  cap- 
tured on  the  trip  was  brought  across  tne  river. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  un- 
der my  command  during  the  battle  of  Ghicka- 
mauga  were,  firsts  guardmg  the  left  flank  of  the 
army  for  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  during  and 
for  twenty  days  preceding  the  battle  of  C£icka- 
mauga,  during  which  time  it  continually  ob- 
served and  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  repelling 
and  developing  all  his  diversions.  During  the 
battle,  with  the  available  force  (whidi  near  ex- 
ceeded two  thousand  men)  not  on  other  duty, 
such  as  guarding  the  flanks,  we  fought  the  ene- 
my vigorously  and  successfully.  Killing  and 
woundine  Isutge  numbersL  and  capturing  two 
thouBaocT  prisonerfii,  one  nundred  wagons  and 
teams,  a  large  amount  of  other  property,  and 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  all  of  which  were 
turned  over  to  ike  proper  authorities. 

To  Generals  Wharton  and  Martin,  command- 
ing divisions,  and  Ck)lonels  Wheeler,  Morgan, 
Orews  and  Harrison,  commanding  brigades,  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  zeal,  ene^y,  and  gal- 
lantry during  the  engagement  To  General 
Davidson  and  Colonel  Hodg^,  who  commanded 
the  troops  which  Joined  me  on  the  expedition 
across  the  Tennessee  River,  I  lender  my  thanks 
for  their  good  conduct,  and  that  of  then  troops 
during  their  advance  upon  McMinnville,  and  to 
Genend  Martin  and  Cdonel  Avery  for  their 
gallant  assistance  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  wagon  train,  and  to  General  Martin 
and  his  command  particularly  for  their  good 
conduct  at  Farmington,  and  their  laborious  work 
in  destroying  the  bridges  on  the  railroad.  Gen- 
eral Wharton  and  his  command  behaved  through- 
out with  their  accustomed  gallantry. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  foUowing  members 
of  my  staff  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct, viz.. : ' 

Colonel  King,  Majors  Burford,  Jenkins,  Hume, 
and  Hill ;  Captahis  Turner,  Powell,  Wade,  Flush, 
and  Kennedy,  and  Lieutenants  Pointer,  Wailes, 
Kichol  and  &tch. 


To  Mi^r  Hume,  particularly,  am  I  indebted 
for  his  gaUaatry  dunng  the  fight  at  Farmington, 
where  he  was  woimded,  imd  to  lieuteiiuit 
Pomter,  my  Aid,  for  his  eallantry  during  a  cav- 
ahy  charge,  when  he  danbed  upon  the  enem/g 
oolor-bearer,  shot  him,  and  then  turned  m 
brought  the  colors  back  to  his  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      JOSSPH  WmOLBR, 

IbJor-OeoML 


Amomz  A. 

HiADQiDAKiiM  Dathmov^  Catmmt  Dim,  \ 
Oelober  T.lSn.       / 

Mqjor-Oeneral  Wheeler,  commanding  Cavaky: 
General  :  The  enemy  are  following  me.    I  am 
now  six  miles  below  town,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river. 
I  have  ndt  yet  made  a  decided  stand. 
Respectfully, 

H.  b.  Davidbos, 
Brigmdtor-Genend  oommanrtlnf. 

BMoq/ajaaBm  JiArnmm*»  CmjoMt  Dii— ,> 
Altai's  H<MSB,Oe(ob«r  J^  1881.       / 

Mawr-Oeneral  Wheehr,  commanding  Oawdry: 
GsinmAL :  I  am  moving  down  tiie  side  of  tne 
river.  The  enemy  are  fdQowing  me  up.  Ai 
soon  as  I  can  g^t  a  position,  I  wiU  makeattand. 
I  tiiink  they  are  in  strong  force. 
Respectfnlhr, 

H.  B.  Davidsoit, 
BrlgMUcr49«iienl  oominn 

True  copies : 

M.  G.  HuDsoir,  A.  D.  O. 

REPORT  OP  BRIO.-GDI.  UDDBLL,  COIDfAlOXNO  MTBBW. 

HBAOQUAKnn  IiDOKU.*8  AND  IiOWKT'8  BRXUaB,1 

ObBcnonHs  Dimoir,  A.  T.,  tmnm Obaraxooqa,  Ttea ,  V 
October  10, 1861.      j 

Captain  Joseph  B.  Oumm4ng,  A.  A.  G'.,  late  of 

the  Reserve,  A.  T.: 

Captaw  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  division,  consisting  of  Walth^a 
and  Grovan's  brigades,  and  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  reserve  at  the  batde  of  Chickamangs : 

About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Friday,  the  eight- 
eenth of  September,  I  was  ordered  by  Malor- 
General  Walker  to  take  Alexander's  Bridge, 
across  the  Chickamauga.  The  reconnoissance  I 
made  was  a  venr  hasty  and  imperfect  one, 
and,  relying  chiefly  upon  the  information  ob- 
tained from  General  Pegram,  I  instructed  Bri- 
gadier-General Walthall,  of  my  division,  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
bridge.  This  was  promptly  executed,  and  in 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  we  had  it  in  posses- 
sion. The  force  in  our  front  consisted  of  Wil- 
der*s  mounted  infentry,  frt>m  whom  were  op- 
tured  a  half  dozen  or  more  breechJoading  rii^ 
Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  five  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  I  can  only  account  for  this  dis- 
proportion from  the  efficiency  of  this  new 
weapon,  our  attack  having  been  made  flirongn 
thicK  woods  and  cedar  under-brush,  rendering 
the  artillery  of  the  enemy  that  was  used  on  tiw 
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casion,  comparatiTelj  hanniemi.  The  bridge 
ving  been  torn  up,  prevented  omr  cro88iBg,«t 
it  point,  and,  making  adetonrof  abovt  a  mile 
d  a  half  nordivvnard,  we  effected  a  oroBeing  at 
Ton's  Ford,  contintiing  thenoe  our  morement 
a  position  nearly  one  half  mile  in  front  of 
exander's  Bridge,  where  we  bivoiiacked  for 
e  night  on  €txe  same  ground  occnpied  by  a 
>rtion  of  the  enemy  in  onr  attaux  on  tiie 
idge. 

The  next  morning,  Ihe  nineteenth,  about  day- 
^bt,  we  continnea  our  movement,  in  the  same 
irection,  towards  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiD,  for 
Dont  one  and  a  half  miles  further,  where  we 
aited  for  further  instractionB. 
About  eight  o'clock,  the  firing  of  General 
Vrreetfa  cavalry  and  Ector's  and  WUson's  bri- 
:ade8,  became  very  heavy  in  the  rear  of  tilie 
lirection  we  were  taking,  and  on  the  right  of 
)ur  intended  line  of  battle.  The  country  around 
it'as  moBtly  oak  woodland,  and  in  places  ^ick 
iTider-bmsh. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  Major-Gkneral  Walker 
isked  me  to  eo  with  him  on  a  reconnoissanoe,  to 
know  what  tne  demonstration  meant  then  being 
made  on  our  right     After  proceeding  nor^- 
ward  one  and  a  half  miles,  we  found  the  enemy 
pTesaing  back  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wil- 
son's brigades,  the  latter  more  or  less  in  oon- 
fusion,  and  other  evidences  of  attack,  making  it 
apparent  that  a  heavy  force  was  bearing  down 
upon  us.    I  replied  to  General  Wdker's  mquiry 
as  to  what  I  thought  of  it,  **  that  I  was  satisfied 
a  corps  of  the  enemy  was  about  being  Ihrown 
forward  to  turn  our  right  wing,  whidi  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  meet  promptiv 
with  heavy  reinforcements."    He  agreed  with 
me  in  this  opinion,  and  immediately  wrote  the 
same  to  General  Bragg.    At  the  same  time  or- 
ders were  received  by  him  from  General  Bragg 
to  attack  the  enemy  immediate^'  with  all  his 
force,  upon  which  he  instructed  me  to  bring  up 
my  force  to  the  relief  of  the  two  brigades  already 
mentioned,  and  to  retard,  if  possible,  the  farther 
progress  of  the  enemy.    As  soon  as  my  com- 
mand could  reach  the  place,  I  formed  the  Kne 
facing  northward,  General  Walthall  on  the  right. 
Colonel  Oovan  on  the  left,  and  at  once  moved 
forward  to  the  attack  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
twelve  p.  M.,  cautioning  Colonel  Govan  to  look 
veil  to  bis  left,  as  I  apprehended  that  his  left 
^ng  would  strike  the  enemy  first,  although  he 
vas  not  then  visible  on  account  of  the  thick 
nndergrowth.    In  a  few  minutes  we  became 
notlv  engaged  with  the  enemy's  infentry  and 
^'^ery,  and,  pressing  forward  with  a  shout, 
J^  captnred  aU  the  ffftillery  in  our  immediate 
front,  with  many  prisoners  of  the  Fifth,  Four- 
^enth,  PifteenA,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
?S'  ^^  Twenty-first  United  States  Regulai-s, 
and  Fourth  Kentucky.    I  ordered  the  artillery 
w  be  taken  to  the  rear  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
we,  but  BO  many  horses  had  been  killed  that  it 
^^l^ry  difficult  to  secure  the  pieces.    We  had 
now  broken  through  two  lines  of  the  enemy  im- 
mediately in  our  front,  and  were  just  engaging 


the  third  when  it  was  discovered  that  their  ex- 
tended lines  were  overlapping  and  fiankipg  us, 
right  and  left,  iq^on  which  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  rapidly,  by  a  flank  movemeut  to  the 
right)  to  avoid  destruction  or  capture.  After 
reaching  the  next  hill  in  rear  of  us,  we  found 
General  Cbeatham's  division  taking  position, 
having  just  come  up  a  little  too  late  to  our  sup- 
port in  action.  It  was  now  perfectly  clear  that 
we  had  been  opposed  to  an  entire  corps  of  the 
enemy  (Gteneraf  Thomas's),  to  drive  back  which 
General  Cheatham's  division  soon  after  proved 
to  be  insuflBlcieni  My  command  now  having 
been  re-formed  and  rested  for  a  short  time,  I  was 
ordered  to  tiie  extreme  right  of  General  Cheat- 
ham's line,  forming  an  obtuse  anele  with  it»  upon 
reaching  which  position  I  moved  forward  to  the 
attMsk  a  second  time,  in  line  nearly  at  right  an- 

gM  to  that  assumed  by  me  in  the  first  attack; 
lonel  Govan  now  on  the  right,  and  General 
Walthall  on  the  left  The  latter  finding  ihe 
GDi&nxj  well  posted,  and  in  very  strong  force,  after 
a  contest  of  half  an  hour,  was  compelled  to  with* 
draw  about  two  hundred  yards,  the  left  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Govan's  brigade  falling  back 
with  him.  The  right  of  Colonel  Govan*s  bri- 
gade had  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery 
from  the  enemy,  which  seemed  lightly  support- 
ed, and,  whilst  endeavoring  to  secure  them,  was 
fired  upon  by  a  Confederate  battery,  from  the 
rear,  the  position  of  the  line  in  the  under-brush 
having  concealed  it  from  view,  thus  cansinp;  the 
mistake.  This  unlucky  accident  caused  him  to 
retire  to  the  same  line  with  General  Walthall, 
without  accomplishing  his  object  In  this  last 
attack*  we  fought  over  a  portion  of  the  ground 
on  the  left  wA  we  had  contended  for  in  the 
first  engagement,  the  enemy  havins  pushed  up 
and  occupied  two-thirds  of  it  It  was  now 
within  an  hour  of  sunset,  when  General  Cle- 
burne's division  came  up  in  my  rear,  as  General 
Cheatham's  had  done  in  the  first  fight^  and  form- 
ing his  line  of  three  brigades  parallel  with  mine, 
moved  forward  over  us  upon  the  enemy,  eiv- 
gaging  him  about  two  hundred  yards  from  my 
front  This  attack  being  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, the  enemy  gave  way  for  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  or  more,  when  both  parties  ceased 
firing  for  the  nigj^t  It  now  being  dark,  we 
bivouacked  where  we  were,  and  next  morning, 
about  six  o'clock,  in  obedience  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  General  Walker,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand with  General  Ector's  brigade,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  right,  on  the  prolonga- 
tion, and  in  support  of  General  Breckinridge's 
right  After  arriving  theroj  I  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  to  the  attack  m  place  of  General 
Breokinridge's  division,  which  had  been  repulsed 
in  its  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
rear.  Here,  at  the  order  of  LieutenantGeneral 
Polk,  General  Walthall's  brigade  was  detached 
from  me  and  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
Gist's  brigade,  which  was  then  making  a  direct 
attadc  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  near  his 
breastworks.  At  the  same  time  an  order  was 
given  me   by  General   Hill  to  take  Colonel 
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G^an'R  brigade  and  move  on  the  CbttttaiiMfa 
road  and  ene;age  the  enemy  in  his  rear.  Tfia 
was  abont  eleven  o'clo<*.  After  moving  for- 
ward a  short  distance  I  ordered  Colonel  Govm 
to  change  direction  to  the  left,  which  he  did, 
finding  the  enemy  in  some  woods  after  pass- 
ing a  small  field,  and  pariiine  him  back  to  the 
open  ground  in  rear  of  the  left  of  his  fortifi- 
cations. This  was  about  half  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  Gist's  brigade  and  on  the  Chattanooga 
road^  cut  off  from  all  connection  with  any  of 
our  forces.  After  a  severe  engagement,  in  whidi 
the  enemy  gave  way  opposite  &e  right  and  press- 
ed forward  in  large  force  on  the  left  of  tiie  bri- 
gade, thus  apparently  designing  to  c«t  hpi  off, 
Colonel  Gowan  was  forced  to  retire  npidly  to 
avoid  destruction. 

For  the  part  taken  by  General  Walthall  after 
he  was  detached  from  me  I  refer  to  his  report 
On  reaching  the  cover  of  the  timber  by  a  cir- 
cuitous detour  to  the  right,  the  brigade  was 
halted  and  re-formed,  and  soon  afterwards  was 
joined  by  General  Walthall's  command  from  the 
left  of  Gist* 8.  We  were  ordered  now  to  remain 
in  line,  awaiting  further  orders.  Abont  six  p.  k. 
Lieutenant^eneral  Hill  cnrdered  me  to  move 
straight  forward  and  occupy  the  Qiattanooga 
road.  I  requested  G^eneral  Hill  to  suppoi^  me 
on  the  left,  as  I  was  satisfied  frx)m  personal  ob- 
servation during  Colonel  Govan's  attadc  that  I 
would  be  enfiladed.  This  he  satd  he  would  give 
me,  and  I  moved  off  at  onoe.  The  line  had  passed 
some  little  distance  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road, 
meeting  with  little  or  no  resistance  to  that  pomt, 
when,  as  expected,  it  was  enfiladed  by  bi^eries 
on  bo(h  flanks,  whilst  a  batterv  in  front  played 
upon  it  across  a  waste  field.  I  immeafaitely 
placed  seven  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  high  point 
on  the  right  of  (General  Walthau'^  Iniga^  which 
held  the  right  wing,  to  engage  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries and  draw  the  fire,  if  possible,  from  the  in- 
fantry. My  line  was  parallel  wiih  the  enemy's 
workB  and  in  his  rear,  upon  his  left  flank,  nearly 
half  a  mile.  Here  I  had  hatted  and  ordered  the 
men  to  lie  down,  no  enemy  just  then  appearing 
in  front.  There  was  a  wide  open  field  m  front 
and  on  my  left.  The  enemy  soon  after  this  ap- 
parenthr  left  his  works  and  pressed  upon  the 
rear  of  my  left  flank,  whilst  his  batteries  en- 
filaded me.  Soon  afterwards  a  cloud  of  skir- 
mishers suddenly  emerged  from  the  woods,  en- 
cirlin^  my  front  and  ri^t  wing.  From  the  com- 
bination of  attacks,  my  command  was  forced  to 
withdraw  to  avoid  being  captured.  A  part  of 
my  skirmishers  were  nevertheless  captured,  to- 
gether with  Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Walthall's  brigade.  The  Feder- 
als had  left  their  works,  at  this  time,  in  retreat 
frx)m  the  field,  and  our  whole  line  was  moving 
upon  them.  After  reforming  my  command  1 
moved  to  the  position  of  the  Chattanooga  road, 
near  McDonald's  house,  where  it  bivouaoked  on 
the  ground  it  was  (Htlered  to  hold*  At  ten 
o'clock,  Sunday  n^ffat,  my  scouts  reporteci  that 
the  enemy  had  entirdy  withdrawn  from  ^e 
field  and  dusutppeared  toward  Lookout  Mountain. 


Im  these  five  diffiBrent  engagements,  in  the 
apBce  of  Hate  days,  I  lost  a  ffreat  many  officers 
and  men ;  my  leas  being  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  kitted,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  womia- 
ed,  and  two  hmndred  and  seventy-seven  miBsing ; 
total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  four: 
out  of  aa  effective  total  in  both  Ivigades  of 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
before  action. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  being  aimed  at  our 
right  wii3g,  his  force  was  necessarily  large 
to  aooompush  his  object,  and,  in  every  instance, 
overpowered  me  with  numbers.  In  no  inBtance, 
in  the  last  two  days'  fi«;htw  did  we  make  ao  at- 
tack without  being  flankea  by  the  overlapping 
fines  of  the  enemy;  and,  al&ough  forcea  to 
ffive  way  four  different  times,  serious  and  heavy 
Ems  was  inflicted  upon  the  Federals  in  each  at- 
tack, and  the  command  always  promptly  rallied 
to  renew  the  engagement 

In  connection  with  Sunday  evening's  a^ir,  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  force  which 
was  reported  by  G^eneral  Forrest,  about  four  p. 
M.,  to  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  be  moving  from 
the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  in  support  of  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  took  its  position  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  waste 
field  in  my  front,  si^p(^ted  ite  batteries  on  my 
right  flai]^  and  front,  and,  during  the  last  en- 
gag^nent,  threw  forward  its  skirmishers,  which, 
oo-operating  with  the  attack  on  my  left  and  rear 
and  the  enfilading  fires  of  tiieir  artillery,  kept 
every  movement  of  their  own  side  in  view  as 
well  as  our  own.  This  force  retired  with  the 
balance  of  the  enemy  at  dusk,  having  appar- 
ently aoaompjished  ite  object  of  preventing  our 
getting  in  his  rear.  We  took  a^ut  eight  hundred 
prisoners,  needy  all  of  whom  were  regulars  in 
the  United  States  army.  Major  Coolidge,  of  the 
Sixteenth  United  States  infiuitry,  was  killed. 
Captain  Van  Pelt,  of  Loomis'  battery,  was  cap- 
twed  b^  the  Ekhth  Arkansas  and  First  Louis- 
iana inmntry.  Of  the  pieces  captured,  four  were 
secured  by  Govan's  brigade  and  one  by  Wal- 
thall's. I  refer  to  the  reporte  of  brigade  com- 
manders for  particulars.  Colonel  Featherston, 
(d  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  was  killed  early  in  the 
first  action.  Colonel  Gillespie  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baulcum  were  both  wounded.  In  Brig- 
adier-General  WalthaU^s  brigade,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane,  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  >&• 
sissippi.  Major  Pegram,  Thirty-fourth  Missis- 
sippi, Ms^or  Staples,  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Johnson,  Thirtieth  Mississippi, 
and  Lieutenant-Colouel  Reynolds,  Thirtieth  Mjs- 
sissippi,  were  wounded,  the  last  mortally.  Offi- 
cers and  men  of  both  brigades  behaved  with 
unusual  gallantry,  and  I  have  tho  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  did  their  duty  to  their  coon- 
try,  side  by  side,  against  greater  odds  than  they 
have  hitherto  met.  Although  no  biHliaut  re- 
sulte  were  directiy  accomplished,  the  record  for 
hard  fighting  cannot  be  well  surpassed.  In  my 
humble  opinion  it  is  the  best  evidence  of  good 
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Idiers,  ivken  overpowered  by  iimneiifle  wmt- 
>r8  on  all  sideB,  to  be  able  to  nJly  promptij  and 
tam  ai^in  and  again  to  the  contest  tMannted. 
he  eneEmr  ^^^^  ^^^  lA  ehec^  by  the  Tesohite 
ravery  of  my  tvro  brigades^  united  with  the  rest 
I  OeneTsI  Walker's  command,  until  snffioient 
ipport  could  oome  up  to  prevent  «oQr  right 
&nk  firoia   being;  tamed  by  General  Thomas' 
orps.    To  nr^tiKro  brigade  commanders,  Briga- 
ier-General  Walthall  and  Colonel  (atovan,  I  am 
;r«atly  indebted  for  tlieir  prompt  co^peratkm 
n  every  movement  and  qniok  apprehension  of 
he  constantly  recnrriag  neoeesities  that  arise 
m  a  battle-field.    I  know  of  no  mare  gallant 
soldiers,  and  feel  honored  by  the  command  of 
such  officers.     My  staff,  Oaptain  G.  A.  Williams, 
A.68\Btant  Adjutant^nerat,  and  lieutenant  J. 
L.  Bostick,  Akl-de-Gamp,  behaved  with  their 
usual  gallantry  and  need  ju>  commendation  at 
my  bands.     Laeutenant  Dulin,  Brigade  Inspec- 
tor, was  sightly  womided  in  the  forehead.    To 
my  Chief  Sorgeon,  Dr.  McFaddan,  my  thanks 
are  due  for  bis  prompt  attention  to  the  wounded 
and  their  rapid  removal  from  the  field,  however 
distant  they  were  from  the  hospital  he  had  been 
enabled  to  estabMsh.  I  would  respectfully  bring 
to  notice  the  gallantry  of  Oaptain  Fletcher,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Arkanww  regmfient,  in  repelling 
the  sudden  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  capture  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  unavoidably  de- 
layed in  being  removed  from  their  position  late 
in  ^  evemng  of  the  twentieth.    I  thank  God 
for  permitting  us  to  be*the  survivors  of  a  great 
victozy  for  our  oountrv. 

ReapectfuDy  submitted, 

John  R.  Liddsll, 

BrlgiuUer-a«ieraL 
BEFOBT    OF    BRIOADIEB^ENIRAL    W.   FRBBION,  OOM- 

KANDiNO  nrnsioN. 

OHBBrrxLUi,  80CIB  CABOTWi,  October  81,  IflSa 
(^fMn  QaUaher,  AjwMxni  AcUvtmi^Generai: 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  trahsmit,  in 
obedience  to  orden,  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  division  tmder  my  command  in  the  batde 
of  Chickamauga : 

On  the  ei^teentii  of  September,  our  forces 
advanced  in  several  columns  to  cross  the  Chick- 
amauga, and  nve  battle  to  the  Federal  army 
^er GeneralRoaecrans.    Majop43kneral Buck- 
ners  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  divinon  and 
mine,  moved  on  the  road  to  Thedford's  Ford,  and 
on  the  evemng  of  that  day  (Frids^)  my  command 
bivouacked  at  Hunfs  ot  Dalton's  Ford,  on  the 
aonth  bank  of  iSb»  river  and  east  of  the  road. 
niQ  Bkinniahers    of   Gdonel  Kelly's   brigade 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  posted  along  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  stream,  extending  above  in 
^e  dvection  of  Lee  sad  Gordon's  ifill.    Soon 
«ter  BightfiiU  Qeneral  Graoie's   brigade  was 
w^  »^0Bs  Ihe  ford  and  established  in  line  of 
Dftttte,  mmiing  afanoat  east  and  west^  sear  Hunfs 
^ouse,  tttd  a  few  hundred  yaids  north  of  the 
nl.*rt[       ^  rttMkined  durmg  the  night 
"li  the  next  morning  my  two  remaining  bri- 
gwes  crossed  the  river  at  dawn,  and  were 


fonaed  in  Itne  el  battle  in  Huat's  field.  Stewart's 
division  soon  occupied  a  position  on  my  rights 
and  extended  eastward  in  the  direction  of  Thed- 
fotd's  Ford.  Riding  forward,  I  found  troops  of 
Brigadier-Genoral  Johnson's  and  Major-General 
Hood's  commands  forming  in  line  of  battle 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  my  own  line,  facing 
westward,  toward  ih»  Ghatfaanooga  road,  and 
afterwards  met  Gwieral  Bragg,  Major-General 
Hood,  and  Major-General  Buckner,  who  were 
oonferring  t(^ther.  Having  reported  to  Mi^or- 
Qeneral  Buckner  liie  position  of  my  troops,  1 
returned,  and  about  ei|^t  o'clock  received  an 
order  from  him  to  advance  through  Hunt's  field, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy*  Gracie's  brigade 
was  imossdiately  conformed  to  the  general  line 
of  battle,  and  moved  westwardly  toward  the 
main  road,  tiiat  runs  nortli  from  Lafayette  to 
Chattanooga.  After  sdvanoing  about  six  hun- 
dred yards  it  arrived  near  a  sharp  curve  of  the 
Ghiclcamauga,  whidi  impeded  further  progress. 
I  halted  the  command  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
overlooking  the  stream  aed  plain  below.  The 
enemy's  lines  and  batteries  were  discovered 
about  fifteen  hundred  yards  distant,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  across  the  bend  of 
the  river,  which  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
cross  twice,  with  mi  opwi  field  intervening, 
swept  by  their  artiUeiv,  had  the  advance  cour 
tmued  strB%htforwara.  Having  halted  Grade, 
I  drew  up  Kelly's  brigade  three  hundred  vards 
in  the  rear,  upon  a  declivity  in  thefiekd,  and 
Trigg's  brieade  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
T^  of  K^Uy's,  on  the  prolongation  of  Bate's 
brigade,  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  on  the 
right — ^thus  forming  my  division  in  a  column  of 
three  brigades.  A  rocky  hill  near  Giacie's 
right,  overlooking  the  field  below,  afforded  an 
excellent  position  for  artillery.  Upon  it  I  posted 
Jefi&ies'  battery.  The  enemy  commenced  shell- 
ing n^  lines  ^p4[>idly,  and  I  lost  a  commissioned 
officer  killed,  and  a  few  men  of  the  Sixth  Florida, 
with  Lieutenant  Lane  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 
third  Tennessee  womided.  A  shot  or  two  was 
fired  bv  Jeffries,  but  I  ordered  the  battery  to 
cease  firing,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  to 
assure  proper  accuracy.  My  troops  remained 
in  ranks  without  further  reply,  patiently  endur- 
ing the  fire.  About  twelve  o'clock,  in  compliance 
vrith  an  order  received  from  Major-General 
Buckner,  I  moved  my  command  by  the  right 
flank  from  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  to  a 
position  s<»aewhat  west  of  north  from  Hunt's 
field.  Trigg's  brigade  ooeupied  the  front,  in  a 
woodland,  near  a  small  cabin.  Gracie  was 
formed  near  Trigg,  and  Kelly  waa  posted  in  the 
rear,  supporting  Levden's  battalion  of  artillery. 
No  nirther  event  of  importance  occurred  during 
the  day  to  Gracie's  or  Kelly's  brigades.  Soon 
after  Trigg  occupied  his  position,  some  three 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  Gracie  and  Kelly, 
his  skirmishers,  under  Colonel  Maxwell,  engaged 
those  of  the  enei^y  with  spirit,  and  some  two 
hours  afterwards  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  There  was  a  small  com  field  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  Trigg,  in  which 
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tiie  ememy  were  po8te<L  Abottt  two  ur  tibree 
o'dook  a  eontiiraoiiB  and  heaTy  fire  of  inteliy 
and  artillery  (and  their  shelU  exploding  beyond 
our  rear  linee)  announced  a  oonflict  near  the  field 
in  front  I  waa  inlonned  ihat  Hood'a  division 
was  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  field,  whilst  my 
diTiaion  was  held  in  reaerre.  Soon  after  I 
reoeived  an  order  from  M^r^Oeiieral  Badkaat 
to  detach  a  brigade  «id  rmfbrce  Qeneral  Hood. 
For  tua  pnrpoee  Colonel  Trigg  was  ordered  to 
adirvDoe  m  the  dhrection  of  tbe  firisg,  and  to  give 
the  reqnhred  support.  The  action  soon  beoame 
hot  in  ftroat  Irigg  joined  Brigadier-Geniral 
Robertson,  of  Heed's  division,  and  attacked  the 
enemy,  lliey  were  broken  in  oonfiisieii.  The 
Sixth  Florida,  under  Goloii^  Findky,  snstaiaed 
heavy  loss;  butowiagtosoBftemisapprdieision 
of  oiders,  the  brigade  fiifled  to  capture  the  ene- 
my's battery,  or  to  re^  the  fruits  of  their 
repulse.  As  I  was  not  personallysimerintending 
the  attadc,  I  refsr  to  me  report  of  Ookmel  Trigg 
for  details. 

Riding  forward,  kcmever,  I  fomnd  the  evi- 
denoes  ^  a  stubborn  and  sanguinary  conflict  in 
tiie  maigin  of  the  wood  and  the  oom  fi^  beyond, 
from  whidi  the  enemy  were  retiHn^  their  lines. 
Night  coming  on,  Trigg  bivouacked  mthe  wood- 
laiKl  near  the  ed^e  of  the  com  field,  ^i^e  Ghraoie 
and  Kelly  occupied  a  position  in  front  of  a  little 
hut,  near  which  Major-General  Bummer  had 
estaUished  his  headquarters. 

I  have  BO  means  of  ascertaining,  with  accu- 
racy, the  loss  sustained  by  my  division  on  Satur- 
day, but  estimate  it  at  about  one  hundred  and 
fif^  or  one  hundred  and  8eventy<4ve  killed  and 
wounded,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  from  Triffg's 
brigade.  During  the  night  Grade's  and  Kelly  V 
brigades  were  vigorously  engaged  in  construct- 
ing defenses  to  strengthen  the  left,  and.  in  the 
momhig,  Williams'  and  Leyden's  battalions  of 
artUiery  were  supBorted  by  my  infantry,  under 
cover  of  g^d  field  intrenchments. 

On  SuMay,  about  midday,  the  batfle  became 
fierce  along  me  right  towards  Chattanooga,  and 
there  was  a  general  advance  of  the  left  wing, 
under  lieutenantOenerai  Longstreet  Stefwarrs 
division  and  Trigg's  brigade  were  moved  for- 
ward northwestwardly,  in  the  direction  of  Bro- 
therton's  house,  on  the  Ohattokiooga  road.  Under 
an  order  from  Maier-Oeneral  Buckner,  I  advanced 
with  Oracle's  and  Ketty's  brigades,  with  the  ex- 
ception oi  the  Sixty49if^  Georgia,  Colonel  Moore, 
which  was  left  to  protect  Jemies'  battery,  near 
Huitlfs  field,  on  the  left  Grade's  and  Kelly's 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  aOTOSS'uie 
Chattano<^a  road,  in  front  of  Brotherton's  house, 
and  Trigg  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  The  ene- 
my, in  BOHte  fields  on  the  north,  maintained  an 
active  fire  of  ahot  and  shell  on  my  troops  until 
about  half-past  three  o'dock,  when  I  received  an 
order  to  move  towards  Dyer's  house  and  field,  to 
support  Bt^adiei^Oenend  Eefshaw.  Gvided  by 
Captain  Terrill,  I  advanced  with  Grade's  and 
Kelly*B  brigades,  Trigg's  having  been  retained 
near  Brotherton's  bjr  Major-General  Badtner,  to 
resist  an  apprehended  attack  of  cavalry  on  our 


kft  wad  rear.  After  moving  through  the  wood^ 
land  betweea  the  Ghattmooga  rocSl  and  Dye«^ 
£inn4ioOi6,  I  reached  a  large  fidd  cfkteiuling 
northward  to  some  wooded  ravines  and  heists. 
These  heights  stretch  neody  east  and  west  nrom 
the  La£ayette  and  CSiattainooga  road,  to  another 
nearly  paraUd  roadruiming  from  Crawfish  Sprmg 
to  Rossville^  and  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
former.  From  the  edge  of  I)y^^B  field  the 
ground  descends  to  a  wooded  ravine,  and  after 
two  or  three  intervetiiBg  depresdons,  each  suc- 
ceeding hdght  being  more  elevated,  yon  rcwch 
the  sumndt  of  the  ndve,  which  is  some  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  tovel  of  the  plain.  Along 
this  ridge  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  under 
Qeneral  Thomas,  as  it  is  believed  from  tibe  state- 
ment o€  prisoners.  A  strong  battery  was  posted 
on  ihe  loftiest  and  most  easterh  of  these  hdghts, 
toward  Snodgiass'  house  and  Chattanooga.  On 
the  north-east  ike  undulations  were  gentie,  and 
deared  fields  and  &rms  stretehed  away  to  the 
eastward  to  opm  and  wooded  plains. 

Upon  these  plains  Ihe  battle  had  raged  during 
the  darf ,  and  the  heights  were  the  xey  of  the 
enem/s  podtion,and  his  last  stronghold.  As 
soon  as  uie  advance  brigade  of  Grade  readied 
Dyer's  field,  I  ordered  him  to  form  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, with  his  left  wing  resting  near  a  tall  pine  on 
the  summit  of  the  hifi,  near  Uie  edge  of  t&  field, 
and  in  front  of  the  enemy's  strongest  podtion. 
This  was  done  with  great  animation  and  in  ad- 
mirable order.  I  then  dhrected  Colond  Kelly  to 
form  his  brigade  on  the  left  of  Grade,  ana  to 
change  direction  to  the  right  as  he  advanced. 
The  owner  of  the  ftrm,  John  Dyer,  One  of  my 
couriers,  gave  me  a  most  accurate  and  valuable 
description  of  the  locd  topography,  and  I  di- 
rected Kelly  to  cover  and  protect  Grade's  left 
Whilst  engaged  in  bringing  Kdly  into  position. 
Grade's  brigade  disappeared  in  tiie  wood,  ad- 
vancing against  th^  battery  hUL  I  ordered  Cap- 
tain BMkbnm,jny  volunteer  Aid-de-Oamp,  to 
follow  and  ascertain  frtnn  General  (^acie  b^ 
what  authority  he  had  moved.  General  Oraae 
replied  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  advance  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  who  was  in  the  rav- 
ine iust  beyond  the  fidd.  llie  movement  was 
slightly  premature,  as  Kelly  was  not  fanned^  but  I 
at  once  ordered  his  bripde  forward,  and  sent 
Csq>tain  Blackburn  to  direct  him  to  oWque  to 
the  right  a^^,  so  as  to  press*  toward  tilie  dope 
ci  the  hiD  m  the  rear,  while  Grade  was  atta(»- 
ing  in  front  The  enemy  had  kept  up  a  rapid 
artillery  fire  from  the  hiU  and  across  tiie  fidd, 
but  Grade,  passing  tfarouj^  Kershaw's  ranks, 
which  were  halted  m  the  first  ravine  beyond  tiie 
field,  dashed  over  the  ridge  beprond  and  into  ih» 
hdlows  between  it  and  the  battery  hilL  The 
brigade  advanced  with  B{^endid  courage,  but  was 
met  by  adeetruolive  fire  of  the  enennr  from  the 
cover  c^  thdr  field  works  on  the  hilL  T%e 
Second  Alabama  battalion  stormed  the  hiU  and 
entered  the  intrenehmentB^  Here  an  obstinate 
and  bloody  combat  ensued.  Brigadio'-General 
Gracie,  whilst  bravely  leading  his  men,  had  his 
horse  shot  under  hixn.    lieutenaot-Colond  Ful- 
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kenoD^  oommandiiie  the  Sixty-third  TeoDMMe, 
IdeateQ&nt^loDel  Jolly,  of  the  Forty-third  Ala- 
bama, LieutenanU>)k>nel  Holt,  of  the  First  Ala- 
l»iQa  battalion,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall,  of 
^e  Second  Alabama  battalion,  were  severely 
woonded  whilst  gallantly  leading  their  respective 
oommands  in  the  assault  on  the  nilL  Many  brave 
officers  and  men  here  felL  The  brigade  carried 
into  action  about  two  thousand  and  three  officeis 
and  men,  and,  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  lost  six 
hundred  and  ninety-e%ht  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Second  Alabama  battalioB,  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  lost  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  action  its  color 
was  pierced  in  eighty-three  places,  and  was  af- 
terwards, by  request,  presented  to  His  Exoel- 
lencj  the  Iresident,  who  promoted  the  brave 
staodard-bearer,  Robert  W.  Heith,  for  conspicur 
008  courage.  George  W.  Norris,  <rf  Captain 
Wiae's  company,  of  Hall's  battalion,  fell  at  the 
foot  of  the  enemy's  flag-staff,  and  was  buried  at 
the  spot  where  he  had  so  nobly  died. 

Chracie's  brigade  advanced  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  and  Kelly  moved  about  ten  minutea 
afterwards,  to  assail  the  second  hill  on  the  ridge, 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  west  of  the  battery 
hiO.  I  ordered  him  to  change  direction  obliquely 
•  to  the  Yight,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  brigade  nad  passed  beyond  the 
troops  halted  on  the  left  of  Kershaw's  brigade 
in  the  ravine  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
ridge,  three  or  four  hundretjd  yards  beyond. 
Then  a  deq>erate  combat  ensued,  the  hostile 
foffces  being  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  yards 

Eirt  Kelly  gained  the  hill  after  a  bloody  strug- 
,  and  the  enemy  vainly  sought  to  dislodge  him 
nit. 

Just  as  I  first  formed,  and  moved  Kelly  into 
action,  I  met  Maior-General  Hindman  and  staff, 
on  the  summit  of  the  hill  near  Dyer's  field.  The 
General,  though  suffering  from  a  contusion  on 
the  neck,  from  a  fragment  of  shell,  renaained  in 
the  saddle.  He  informed  me  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  assured  me  of  my  opportune  arrival, 
and  authorized  me  to  post  a  batteiy  of  his  on  a 
point  of  the  field  so  as  to  guard  against  and  cover 
any  repulse  of  my  troops,  or  any  adverse  event 
This  was  done  by  me,  though  I  did  not  learn  tJie 
name  of  tiie  officer  commanding  the  battery. 
When  the  fire  on  Gracie  and  Kelly  was  fully  de- 
veloped, its  great  volume  and  extent  assured  me 
that  support  was  indispensable.  At  once  I  dis- 
paiohea  Captain  Blackburn,  Captain  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  with  orders 
to  bring  Trigg's  brigade  forward  rapidly,  and  to 
inform  Major-General  Bnckner,  at  Brotherton's, 
of  my  situation  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
order.  Shortly  after  Ci^tain  Harvey  Jones,  A. 
A  (General  of  Gracie's  bmgade,  rode  up  and  in- 
formed me  that  Gracie  had  gained  the  hill,  but 
could  not  hold  it  without  reinforcements.  I 
instructed  him  to  inform  Grade  that  the  hill 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards,  and  that  I  would 
send  Colonel  Tr%g  to  his  support  in  a  few 
minutes.  Soon  aner  Colonel  Kelly  sent  me 
word  by  Lieutenant  McDaniel  that  he  could  not 
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hM,  the  hifl  wiiiiout  snooer,  aad  I  gave  him  a 
similar  response.  This  was  about  the  period  of 
the  heaviest  fire,  and  I  rode  forward  to  where 
Colonel  Kelly  was  engaged  on  the  hill,  and  laexh 
tenant  MoDaniel  brought  him  to  me.  I  reit^r^ 
ated  the  order  and  the  assuranoe  of  Trigg's 
speedy  arrival,  and  parsed  on  to  the  right,  where 
I  met  General  Gracie.  He  reported  his  ammu^ 
nition  almost  exhausted,  and  was  withdrawing 
his  men  to  replenish  his  cartridge  boxes. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Buokner  had  sent 
me  Colonel  Trigg's  brigade,  which,  advanoing 
in  double-quick  time,  arrived  at  a  critical  mo^ 
ment,  while  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely.  Oivb 
of  Triffg's  regiments  went  to  the  support  of 
General  Gracie,  while  the  remainder  of  his 
brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  Kellr 
and  to  attack  th^  enemy  on  the  ridge.  This  frenh 
brigade,  moving  over  the  troops  halted  in  the 
valley  below,  assaulted  with  great  ardor  the 
the  enemv  on  the  left  of  Kelly,  and  quickly  car- 
ried the  mt  ridge.  The  fresh  and  lengthening 
hue  of  fire  from  this  fine  command  reanimated 
our  men,  and  disheartened  the  enemy,  who  r^ 
linquished  their  first  position,  and  fell  back  to  a 
second  rid^e,  occupied  by  a  strong  force  toad 
posted  behind  field  works.  A  momentary  lull 
ensued.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  reported 
to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  occupy  and  hold 
the  position  from  which  Gracie  had  withdrawn 
to  replenish  his  ammunition.  I  sent,  at  tfan 
time,  for  Colonel  Kelly,  who  reported  in  pers<Hi, 
and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  in  his  front 
seemed  in  confusion.  I  directed  him  to  use  hns 
discretion  and  press  the  advantage  by  advancing 
as  far  as  practicable,  with  Trigg  wheeling  to  the 
right  toward  the  declivity  of  the  battery  hill, 
stretching  towards  Chattanooga.  It  was  now 
mooidight,  and  Kelly  returning  to  his  command 
after  a  few  minutes  absence  from  it,  the  fire 
reopened,  and,  continuing  for  a  short  time, 
ceased.  It  was  the  last  fire  of  the  day,  and 
closed  the  battle. 

In  the  last  attack  made  by  Trigg  and  Kelly, 
Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  a  braver 
and  skilful  officer  of  Kelly's  brigade,  captured 
two  Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  number 
of  company  officers,  and  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  prisoners.  The  Twenty-second  Michigan,, 
the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and  part  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  regiments  were  capti^ed  by  Trigg's  and 
Kelly's  brig^es,  and  five  stands  of  colors  were 
t^en  by  Sergeant  Timmons,  of  the  Seventh 
Florida  regiment,  and  by  Privates  Heneker, 
Harris,  Hylton,  and  Carter,  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Yii^inia.'  Colonels  Oarleton,  Lefebvre,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Glenn  were  among  the  prisoners. 

The  next  morning  about  four  thousand  five 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  which  had  been  thrown 
away  by  the  flying  enemy,  were  secured  by  my 
command.  I  learned  that  Steadman's  division 
and  troops  from  G^enoral  Granger's  reserve  corps 
held  the  heights  attacked  by  my  division,  and 
from  cM>tured  artillerists,  at  Snodgrass'  house, 
that  the  hill  had  been  occupied  by  a  battery  of 
the  regular  army  and  another  from  Ohio. 
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Amone  the  wounded  at  Snodgrass'  house, 
where  a  liospital  had  been  estabUished  by  the 
enemy,  were  niany  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
were  from  Grittenaen's  corps,  portions  of  which 
seem  also  to  have  occupied  the  hill.  In  the 
attack  on  the  hill  no  artUlery  could  be  used  by 
OS  effectively.  The  struggle  was  alone  for  the 
infantry.  Pew  fell  who  were  not  struck  down 
by  the  rifle  or  the  musket  Whilst  at  the  height 
of  the  engagement,  the  reserve  artillery  of  Major 
Williams  opened  fire,  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Buckner,  on  the  rear  lines  of  the  enemy, 
but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  judge.  The 
fire  served,  however,  to  draw  that  of  the  enemy 
to  another  part  of  the  field  on  my  right  As 
my  line  advanced,  I  sent  word  to  Genend  Buck- 
ner, requesting  him  to  cause  Williams  to  cease 
firing  or  he  would  enfilade  my  men  who  bad 
now  the  ridge,  and  the  batteries  were  promptly 
stopped.  The  battalion  of  (Georgia  artillery, 
nnaer  Major  Leyden,  was  engaged  with  Colonel 
Trigg  on  Saturday,  and  that  of  Captain  Je&ies, 
protected  by  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia,  occupiea 
an  impjortant  position  on  the  left  Captain  Pee- 
ble*s  battery,  of  liiCajor  Leyden's  command,  sus- 
tained a  snuadl  loss  in  the  engagement  No  op- 
portunity for  the  advantageous  use  of  his  guns 
was  offered  in  that  quarter  of  the  field.  I  refer 
to  Major  Leyden's  report  for  detail 

The  next  morning,  I  ordered  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  liiCany  of  our  brave  men  had  fallen  in 
charging  the  slopes  leading  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.  "Hie  musketry  from  the  low  breast- 
works of  the  enemy  on  the  hill  attacked  by 
General  Gracie,  had  set  fire  to  the  dry  foliage, 
and  scorched  and  blackened  corpses  gave  fear- 
ful proof  of  the  heroism  and  sufferixig  of  the 
brave  men  who  had  stormed  the  hilL  The 
grotmd  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery  was 
strewn  with  slain.  More  to  the  north,  in  a 
wooded  dell  in  front  of  Kelly  and  Trigg,  manv 
dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  were  found, 
who  had  fled  the  combat  and  sought  conceal- 
ment in  its  shadows.  All  the  dei^  along  my 
line,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  were  buried,  and 
the  wounded  removed  to  hospital 

I  have  ahready  mentioned  the  services  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Gracie  and  his  command,  and 
desire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  cour- 
Bge  and  skill  he  manifested  in  the  battle.  It 
also  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  valuable 
services  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Moody,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sandford,  liiC^or  McLennan,  Captain 
Walden,  and  Surgeon  Luckie,  of  Gracie's  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Tngg  maintained  and  increased 
his  justly  merited  reputation  as  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer.  Every  order  was  executed  with 
energy  and  intelligence.  To  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  moved  his  command  to  the  support 
of  Kelly's  and  Grade's  brigades,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the-  field,  I 
attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of 
my  command  in  carrying  the  position.  Col- 
onel Findlay,  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  moved  at 
once  to  my  support,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wade,  of  the  Finy-fourth  Virginia,  while  the 


Seventh  Florida,  under  Colonel  Bollock,  wm 
brought  forward  by  Colonel  Trigg,  in  person. 
During  the  struggle  for  the  heights,  Colonel 
Kelly  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  dis- 
played great  courage  and  skill  He  animated 
his  men  by  his  example,  and  with  unshaken 
firmness  retained  the  ground  he  had  won.  Dar- 
ing the  action,  he  was  reinforced  by  a  raiment 
from  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Fatten 
Anderson,  who  was  in  his  vicinity,  for  whidi 
timely  aid  I  desire  to  express  my  obligati9nB. 

Colonel  Kelly  took  into  action  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six  officers  and  men,  one  of  his 
regiments  (the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia)  being  detach- 
ed, and  lost  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Pahner,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Omo- 
lina,  though  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  and 
bravely  conmianded  his  regiment  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Edmund  BLirby,  a  young,  brave,  and 
lamented  officer  of  the  same  regiment,  fell  early 
in  the  action.  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Sixty-third 
Virginia,  and  Lieutenant^lonel  Conner,  Major 
Myneher,  and  Adjutant  Thomas  B.  Cook,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky,  merit  honorable  mentiour^  Ob^ 
tain  Joseph  Desha,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  who, 
though  painfully  wounded,  remained  on  the  fi^ 
until  the  enemy  was  defeated,  deserves  especial 
conunendation.  Captain  Besha  has  been  often  . 
in  action,  and  always  honorably  mentioned,  and 
I  respectfully  reconunend  him  for  promotion. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  conmiand  taken  bj 
me  into  action  on  Sunday  was  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fiffy-two  men,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  officers,  being  an  aggregate 
of  four  thousand  and  seventy-eight  infant,  and 
my  total  loss  in  the  battie  was  twelve  hundred 
and  seventy-five  killed  and  wounded — and  sixty- 
one  ndssing,  nearly  all  of  the  lost  having  been 
subsequentiy  accounted  for. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for 
the  efficient  aid  they  rendered  me.  Major  W. 
M.  Owen,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sandford, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  Edward  C 
Preston.  Division  Inspector ;  Lieutenant  Edward 
Whitfield,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Lieutenant  Adams, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ;  lieu- 
tenant Hams  H.  Johnston,  Aid-de-Camp,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  Blackburn,  volunteer  Aid-de-Oamp, 
were  actively  employed  during  the  battle,  and  I 
tender  to  them  the  assurance  of  my  sense  of 
their  valuable  services  on  the  field.  LietiteD- 
ant  Bowles,  of  Morgan's  cavalry,  was  temporar 
rily  attached  to  my  staff^  and  assisted  me  gi^tij 
during  the  engagement  Major  Edward  Qratdh 
field.  Quartermaster,  and  Major  Bradford,  were 
under  orders  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  but 
availed  themselves  of  each  interval  to  join  me 
at  the  front,  and  fulfilled  their  respective  dvfties 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Surgeon  Beojasun 
Gillespie,  by  the  establishment  of  field  hospitalt 
and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  my  thanks 
and  official  notice. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  the  reports  of  Genecal 
Gracie,  Colonels  Kelly  and  Trigg,  with  othasof 
subordinate  officers,  I  refer  to  them  for  ms^y 
detdls  which  cannot  be  embraced  in  this  report 
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and  invite  attention  to  the  instances  of  skill  and 
gallantry  shown  by  officers  and  men  which  they 
record.  The  troops  of  my  division  had  never 
been  engaged  in  any  important  battle,  having 
been  stationed  dnrine  the  war  chiefly  in  South- 
western Virginia  andEfeist  Tennessee,  to  defend 
^eir  moontain  passes  from  invasion.  Held  in 
reserve  while  the  conflict  ra^ed  around  them  for 
a  day  and  a  half,  they  manifested  a  noble  ardor 
to  share  its  dangers  and  its  glories.  Though  long 
in  service,  and  not  aspiring  to  the  title  of  vet- 


erans, I  felt  strong  confidence  in  their  patriotism, 
courage,  and  discipline.  The  hour  for  the  trial 
of  all  these  great  qualities  arrived ;  every  hope 
was  justified,  and  ifeel  assured  that  both  officers 
and  men  won  honorable  and  enduring  renown 
upon  the  memorable  field  of  Chickamauga. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Pbeston, 
Brlgadier-Oenerftl,  P.  A.  C  a* 


Tbhtdar  Statement  of  the  Strength  of  Preston's  Division  in  the  BdtOe  qf  Chickamauga,  and  (he 
Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing, 


EvraunvB  SnaoiaTH. 


Sept.  10,  IMS.       Sept.  20,  IMS. 


I 


I 


KnuD,  WomvDKD,  iin>  MBmia. 


KUled. 


Wounded.        Missing.        Total. 


eracl»*s  Bligada, 
Trigg^  Brigade,. . 
Kdlyf  Brigade,*. 

»rtsl„ 


US 
110 
100 


1,003 
1,417 
1,087 


IM 
106 
84 


1,860 
1,001 

Toa 


678 
213 


868 


4,446 


896 


8,7(2 


14 


184 


1,014 


726 

282 
820 

1,386 


•  Tbe  Sizty-flflh  Georgia  detached  on  September  twentietlL 


BEPOBT  QF  BRIGADIER^ENERAL  N.  B.  FORREST,  OOIC- 
'       HANDING  CAVALRT. 


HBADOfTABnaa  F^BRBT'S  CaTALKT  OOMMiLXD,  \ 

DiLBOir,  GaoaoiA,  October  22, 1868.  j 

LieuienantrColond  Oeorge  W.  Brent,  A.  A,  Qen- 

eral  Army  of  Tennessee: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  action  at  Chickamauga  Creek 
on  ike  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo ;  also  a 
brief  statement  of  its  movements  and  engage- 
ments prior  and  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Quckamanga,  accompanying  it  with  the  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  P^ram,  commanding  di- 
vision, and  Colonel  J.  L.  Scott,  commanding  bri- 
gade. No  report  from  Brigadier-General  Arm- 
strong, commanding  First  division  of  the  corps, 
has  been  received.  A  report  is  also  due  from 
foigadier-General  Davidson,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  Gkneral  Pegram's  division  during  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  The  reports  of  both 
officers  would  no  doubt  have  been  furnished 
but  for  the  movements  in  the  East  Tennessee, 
and^Fterwards  under  General  Wheeler  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  which  gave  no  time  or.  opportu- 
nitv  to  make  tbem  out 

On  the  nineteenth  ultimo  I  was  ordered  to  es- 
tablish  my  headquarters  at  Dalton,  and  mj  com- 


W.  Preston, 

Brigadier-General  oommandlng  Diylslon. 

mand  was  located  and  disposed  of  as  follows : 
Colonel  Hodges*  brigade  was  sent  on  the  Cleve- 
land and  Dalton  road  to  meet  the  enemy — then 
reported  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  and  advancing  ; 
Colonel  Scott's  brigade  was  ordered  to  Ring- 
gold, Georgia,  to  watch  the  enemy  on  the  tom. 
from  Chattanooga  to  that  point;  General  Peg- 
ram  was  left  at  or  near  reavine  cHurcb,  and 
Brigadier-General  Armstrong's  division  was  lo- 
cate in  front  of  General  Cheatham's  infantry 
division,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road. 
I  retained  with  me  at  Dalton  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  men  of  General  Morgan's  command. 

The  reports  of  General  Pegram  and  Colonel 
Scott  sufficiently  detail  their  operations  prior  to 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  require  no  fur- 
ther comments  here. 

On  Thursday,  seventeenth  ultimo,  I  moved 
from  Dalton^  and  on  Friday  morning  from  Ring- 
gold to  Peavine  Creek,  having  with  me  Morean  s 
men  (under  lieutenant-Colonel  Martin)  and  my 
escort,  and  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  (Mintry  s 
brigaae)  at  Peavine  Creek.  Dismounting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Martin's  command,  and,  assisted 
by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson's  command, 
the  enemy  were  driven  across  the  Chickamauga 
at  Reed's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  Joined 
by  General  Pegram's  division.    Crossing  the 
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creek  at  a  ford  above  the  bridge,  tiie  coimt];y 
was  scoured  for  a  mile  west  of  tne  bridge.  Cren- 
eral  Hood's  command  of  infiuitry  also  crossed 
the  Ghickamauga  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
my  command  bivouacking  on  the  field  in  the 
rear  of  his  line,  near  Alexander's  Bridge. 

On  ihQ  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  or- 
dered to  move  with  my  command  down  the 
road  towards  Reed's  Bridge  and  develop  the 
*  enemy,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  their  ad- 
vance was  soon  engaged  at  the  steam  saw-mill 
near  that  point  Finding  the  enemy  too  strong 
for  General  Pegram's  force,  I  dispatched  a  stan 
oflBcer  to  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  quarters  for 
General  Armstrong's  division.  He  could  only 
spare  Dibrell's  br&tde,  which  arrived  shortly 
after  we  engaged  me  enemy,  was  speedily  dis- 
mounted and  formed,  and,  with  General  Pe^- 
ram's  division,  were  able  to  hold  position  imtil 
infantry  reinforcements  arrived,  the  first  brigade 
of  which,  under  Colonel  Wilson,  formed  on  my 
left,  advanced  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy 
back  and  capturing  a  battery  of  artillery.  My 
difflnounted  cavalry  advanced  with  them.  The 
superior  force  of  the  enemv  compelled  us  to 
give  back  tmtil  reinforced  by  General  Ector's 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  were  again  driven 
ba<^  From  statements  of  prisoners  captured, 
the  enemy's  force  engaged  was  four  brigades  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry.  But  when  driven 
back  the  second  time,  with  the  loss  of  another 
battery,  their  full  force  was*  developed,  and,  be- 
ing met  and  overpowered  by  vastly  superior 
numbers,  we  were  compelled  to  foil  back  to  our 
first  position.    A  cavahv  charge  was  made  to 

Srotect  the  infantry  as  they  retared,  which  they 
id  in  good  order,  though  with  loss.  We  cap- 
tured many  prisoners,  but  were  unable,  for  want 
of  horses,  to  bring  o£f  the  guns  captured  from 
the  enemy.  Until  the  arrival  of  Major-General 
Walker  (being  the  senior  officer  present),  I  as- 
sumed temporary  conuuand  of  the  infantry,  and 
I  must  say  that  the  fighting  and  the  gallant 
charges  of  the  two  brigades  just  referred  to  exr 
citea  my  astonishment  Thev  broke  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  could  not  be  halted  or  withdrawn 
untU  nearly  surrounded.  We  fell  back,  fighting 
and  contesting  the  ground,  to  our  origind  posi- 
tion, near  the  mill  on  the  Reed's  Bridge  road. 
General  Cheatham's  division  coming  up  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  drove  them  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Seeing  General  Maney's  brigade  hard  pressed 
and  retiring  before  the  enemy,  I  hastened  to  his 
relief  with  Freeman's  battery  of  six  pieces,  dis- 
mounting Colonel  Dibrell's  brigade  to  support 
it    The  conduct  of  Major  John  R.  ,  Chief 

of  Artillery,  and  the  officers  and  %ien  of  this 
battery,  on  this  occasion,  deserve  special  men- 
tion. Thev  kept  up  a  constant  and  destructive 
fijre  upon  the  enemy  until  they  were  within  fifhr 
yards  of  the  guns,  getting  off  the  field  wita 
all  their  guns,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
horses.  They  were  gallanUy  protected  by  Col- 
onel Dibrell  in  retiring,  who  fell  back  with  the 


line  of  infantry.  Ckneral  Armstrong,  having 
been  released  by  General  Polk,  arrived  with  his 
brigade  and  took  command  of  his  divison,  form- 
ing it,  and,  with  Pegram's  division,  holding  the 
road  to  Reed's  Bridge,  which  had  been  repaired 
during  the  day. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  I  received 
orders  to  move  up  and  keep  in  line  with  General 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  I  did,  dismoTrnt* 
ing  all  of  General  Armstrong's  division,  except 
the  First  Tennessee  regiment,  of  McDonald's 
brigade,  holding  General  Pegram's  division  in 
reserve  on  my  right  The  two  commands  of 
General  Armstrong's  division,  which  were 
mounted,  took  possesion  of  the  Lafayette  road, 
capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals  and  quite  a 
number  of  prisoners.  They  were  'compelled  to 
fall  back,  as  the  enemy's  reserves,  under  General 
Granger,  advanced  upon  that  road.  Colonel 
Dibrell  fought  in  front,  with  the  infantry,  during 
that  day.  As  General  Granger  approached,  hy 
shelling  his  command  and  manoeuvring  his 
troops,  he  was  detained  nearly  two  hours  and 
prevented  from  joining  the  main  force  until  late 
m  the  evening,  and  then  at  a  double-quick  and 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Freeman's  battery,  and 
a  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  borrowed  from 
G^eneral  Breckinridge.  After  Granger's  colomn 
had  vacated  the  roaa  in  front  of  me,  I  moved  my 
dismounted  men  rapidly  forward  and  took  pos- 
session from  the  Federal  Hospital  to  the  woods 
on  the  left,  through  which  the  infantry  was 
fighting  and  advancipg.  Vj  artillery  was  or- 
dered forward,  but,  before  it  could  reach  the 
woods  and  be  placed  in  position,  a  charge  was 
made  by  the  enemy,  the  in^try  Une,  retreating 
in  confusion,  and  leaving  me  without  a  support, 
but  held  the  ground  long  enough  to  get  my  ar- 
tillery back  to  the  position  from  which  we 
shelled  Granger's  column,  and  opened  fire  i]ypoD 
the  advancing  colunm  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  driving  them  back  and  terminatingon 
the  rignt  flank  tne  battle  of  Ghickamauga.  This 
fire  was  at  short  range,  in  open  ground,  and  was 
to  the  enemy  very  destructive,  killing  two  col- 
onels and  many  omer  officers  and  privates. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  mention 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  General  Armstrong's  division 
fought  almost  entirely  on  foot  always  up  and 
frequency  in  advance  of  ihe  infantry.  M^  com- 
mand was  kept  on  the  field  during  the  night  of 
the  twentieth,  and  men  and  horses  siraCTed 
greatty  for  want  of  water.  The  men  were  with- 
out rations  and  the  horses  had  only  received  a 
partial  feed  once  during  the  two  days'  engage- 
ment 

On  Monday  mominc  I  moved  forward  on  the 
Lafayette  road  towards  Chattanooga,  captoring 
many  prisoners  and  arms.  The  latter  were  col- 
lected as  far  as  practicable  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
using  for  that  purpose  several  wagons  and  am- 
bulances captmred  from  the  retreating  enemy  or 
abandoned  or  left  by  them.  On  taking  poases- 
sioa  of  Mission  Ridge,  one  mile  or  thereabouts 
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from  Rossville,  we  fonnd  the  enemy  fortifying 
the  gap ;  diBinounted  Colonel  Dibrelrs  regiment, 
under  command  of  Captain  McQunns,  and  at- 
tacked them,  but  fomid  the  force  too  kzge  to 
dislodge  them.  On  Ihe  arrival  of  my  artillery, 
it  opened  on  and  foneht  them  for  several  hours, 
but  could  not  move  mem.  - 

We  held  possession  of  the  ridge  during  the 
night,  and  on  Tuesday  moved  down  from  Mis- 
sion Ridge  into  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  driving 
the  enemy  into  the  woods,  and  advancing  on 
the  Lafayette  road  beyond  Watkins*  frmn,  and 
holding  position  there  until  tiie  arrival  of  Ker- 
shaw s  brigade.  My  command  was  kept  in  line 
of  battle  during  the  night  at  Silrey's  Ford,  on 
the  Tennessee  mver. 

On  Wednesday  twenty-third,  with  McDonald's 
battahon,  I  gained  the  point  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain. My  troops,  being  gradually  relieved  by 
infantry,  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  went 
into  camp  at  and  near  Bird's  Mills,  with  orders 
i«ued  to  cook  up  rations  and  shoe  the  horses 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  with  my  entire  command 
to  meet  the  forces  of  Bnmside  at  or  near  Harri- 
son, which  order  was  inmiediately  obeyed. 
Having  proceeded  as  far  as  Chattanooga  Station, 
a  second  courier  came  up  with  an  order  to  pro- 
ceed via  Cleveland  to  Charleston  and  disperse 
the  enemy  at  that  place,  and,  if  necessary,  to 

cross  the  River.    I  reached  Cleveland 

that  night,  and  went  to  Charleston  next  morn- 
ing ;  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  I  moved  up  my  artillery^  and  after  a 
sharp  cannonading,  drove  them  off  and  threw 
my  cavahv  across  the  river.  From  prisoners 
captured,  found  the  force  opposite  Charleston, 
and  retreating,  was  a  mounted  brigade  com- 
manded by  Cblonel  Byrd.  Learning  also  that 
Wolford's  Federal  cavalry  was  encamped  at 
Cedar  Springy,  three  miles  from  Athens,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  follow,  which  was  done 
n^idlv,  fighting  them  repeatedly  and  driving 
tiiem  before  us.  Their  laat  stand  was  made  at 
Philadelphia*  when  Wolford's  brigade  was  put 
to  flight  by  the  advance  of  Armstrong's  division, 
VKier  Colonel  DibrelL  Receiving  orders  to 
return  at  once,  I  withdrew  my  command  back 
to  Charleston,  ordering  General  Davidson,  with 
his  division,  and  €kneral  Armstrong,  wi^  his 
brigade,  to  report  to  (General  Wheeler  at  Cotton 
Port  Ferry.  Our  loss  in  the  expedition  to  East 
Tennessee  was  four  men  wounded  and  two  cap- 
tured. We  killed  and  wounded  about  twenty 
of  the  enemy,  and  sent  one  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoners  to  Dalton. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  my  officers  and  men  for  their  giedlantry 
and  uncomplaining  endurance  of  all  the  fatieues 
and  dangers  incident  to  the  movements  and  en- 
gagements set  fordi  in  this  report  The  charges 
made  by  Armstrong's  division  (while  fighting  on 
foott  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  woulcf  be 
creditable  to  the  best  drilled  infantry.  The 
officers  o{  my  staff  have,  as  on  many  previous 


occasions,  discharged  all  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity. 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  FORBBST, 
Brifadier  6«n(enl  oommkadiiigi 

P.  8. — As  soon  as  official  reports  can  be  ob- 
tained from  General  Armstrong's  and  General 
Davidson's  divisions  they  will  be  forwarded. 
Our  losses  cannot  at  present  be  estimated. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

N.  B.  FoBssn, 

BEPOBT  or  BBLQASXESlrQESERAL  JOHN  PBORAIC,  OQM- 
MANDINO  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

HiADQVAitmt  GATAura-  DmsKRr.       \ 
Nbab  Qdqkaiuooa  QtkTioKy  September  24,  1868.  / 

lb  Mc^  J,  P.  Strange,  Assistant  Acfftaant-Chn' 

eral  Forret^s  (knairy  Corps: 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  fhe  following  report  of  the  recent 
combats  of  ni^  command  with  the  enemy : 

The  first  of  these  occurred  near  Graysville,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  when,  being  out  on  a  reoon- 
noissance  with  the  Sixth  Georgia  cavalry  (Colonel 
Hart),  it  was  reported  the  enemy  had  tiurown 
himself  between  Colonel  Scott  and  myself. 
Deeming  the  opening  of  communication  with 
Scott  most  important,  I  ordered  Colonel  Hart  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  two  companies  of  his 
command.  This  he  most  gallantly  did,  and 
brought  out  fifty-nine  prisoners — being  the 
skirmishers  of  Pahner's  division — ^from  within 
sight  of  the  masses  of  the  enemy.  The  second 
engagement  with  the  enem^  was  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  near  Leet's  tan-yard,  where  we  fought 
for  two  hours  Wilder's  lightning  brigade  of 
motmted  infantry.  My  force  engaged  in  this 
fight  was  the  Sixth  Georgia  and  Rucker's  leeion. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  pay  too  high  a  tribute 
to  the  daring  gallantry  of  my  small  force  in  this 
unequal  confiict  with  the  picked  brigade  of  (Gen- 
eral Crittenden's  corps.  For  a  time  tne  fight  was 
almost  literally  hand  to  hand.  I  was  forced  back 
only  about  four  hundred  yards,  which  point  I 
held  during  the  night  My  loss  in  this  fight  was 
fifty  killed  and  wounded,  numbering  some  of 
n^  most  valuable  young  officers.  A  correct  list 
of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  forwarded.  Our 
next  meeting' with  the  foe  was  on  Saturday,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  on  the  memorable  field  of 
^  the  Chickamauga."  Brigadier-General  David-  ' 
son,  having  reported  for  outy,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  my  old  brigade.  He  was 
ordered  to  take  position  near  I^ed's  saw  mill. 
Before  reaching  it,  he  met  and  drove  before  him 
the  enemy's  pickets,  capturing  a  few  of  them. 
Some  time  after  this  skirmish,  whilst  (general 
Forrest  and  I  were  in  front  examining  the  roads, 
General  Davidson  was  attacked  suddenly  upon 
his  left  Hurrying  back,  I  found  it  somewhat 
difficult,  aided  by  General  Davidson  and  all  my 
officers,  to  get  tiie  command  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion to  repd  the  fierce  attacks  of  the  enemy's 
infantry.  All  the  available  force  was  soon,  how- 
ever, well  posted,  under  the  general  direction  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


406 


R£BELLK»7    EEOORD,    1862-66. 


Gleneral  Forrest  It  became  at  once  apparent  to 
all  that  we  were  fighting  overpowering  numbers. 
General  Forrest,  having  sent  several  messages 
for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  finally  went  for  them 
himself,  ordering  me  to  hold  the  position  until 
their  arrival.  In  obeying  this  order,  our  loss  was 
about  one-fourth  of  the  command,  including  sev- 
eral officers.  Nearly  every  colonel  of  the  bri- 
gade had  a  horse  shot  under  him.  Although  the 
highest  praise  is  due  to  all  the  gallant  men 
engaged  m  this  (for  cavahry)  remarkable  fight,  I 
must  not  omit  mentioning  particularly  Colonel 
Goode,  of  the  Tenth  Confederate  cavalry,  whose 
horse  was  shot,  and  Captain  Arnold,  Sixteenth 
battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  who  was  badly 
wounded.  Our  next  engagement  with  the  enemy 
was  with  Colonel  Minty's  origade  mounted  infan- 
try, being  a  part  of  ^e  rear-guard  of  General 
Rosecrans'  army.  After  driving  his  skirmishers 
for  more  than  a  mile,  we  found  him  strongly  post- 
ed on  Missionary  Ridge.  We  (brove  mm  from 
one  fine  position,  but  were  unable  to  dislodge 
him  from  the  summit ;  from  which,  however,  ne 
retired  during  the  night  In  holding  the  ground 
gained,  my  command  was  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  of  canister  at  three  hundred  yards  range. 
Both  General  Davidson  and  Colonel  Scott  lost 
several  men,  among  whom,  I  regret  to  say,  was 
the  gallant  Lieutenan^Colonel  Fain,  of  the  Sixtii 
Georgia,  badly  wounded.  The  steadfastness 
with  which  both  brigades  bore  this  artillery  fire 
was  admirable  in  me  extreme,  especially  as 
evincing  the  discipline  of  the  men.  Greneral 
Davidson  again  met  the  enemy  on  the  twenly- 
second,  pn  the  Chattanooga  and  Harrison  road. 
With  a  part  of  his  bri^eule  he  attacked  and 
routed  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  took  a 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  and  was  pre- 
vented from  capturinff  tiie  brigade  entire  only  bv 
a  mistake  of  one  of  his  own  regiments,  which 
fired  upon  the  portion  headed  by  himself. 

It  will  be  observed  that  my  report  is  confined 
to  the  operations  of  the  brigade  lately  com- 
manded by  myself.  This  is  because  the  other 
brigades  of  the  division  have,  in  the  exigencies 
of  the  service,  been  separated  from  me.  For 
Colonel  Scott's  operations,  I  refer  you  to  his  re- 
port, herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Peorax, 
Brigadier-Ctaneral,  commaDdlng  Diriskm  OaTaby. 

N.  B. — General  Davidson  will  farnish  you,  at 
tlie  earliest  opportunity,  with  a  complete  list  of 
the  casualties  and  captured  property. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

John  Peorax, 

Brigadler-GeneraL 

REPOKT  OF  OOU»fEL  J.   L.  SOOTT,  OOMKANDIKa  CAV- 
ALRTBRIGADEL 

HlAOQUABTSn  Scon's  CAT.4XJtT  BlOQADB,  \ 

CaauMAXjoA,  Septonber  24, 1868.     / 
Major  A,  R,  K  Ransom,  A.  A.  A.  Q,  PegranC$ 
Division  of  Cavairy  : 
Majob  :  In  accordance  with  arden  from  Brig- 


adier-General Pegram,  I  herewith  forward  my 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brieade  dur- 
ing the  recent  active  operations  of  mis  army. 
After  covering  the  evacuation  of  East  Tennes- 
see, and  removii^  all  stores  on  the  lines  of  rail- 
road as  far  as  Kinggold,  Georgia,  I  r^xffted 
to  General  Pegram,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  On  the  eleventh  instuit,  under 
orders  from  General  Forrest,  I  proceeded  to 
Ringgold,  where  I  encountered  the  advance  of 
the  enemv.  General  Crittenden's  corps,  and,  after 
a  sharp  skirmish,  fell  back  towards  Dalton,  to  a 
strong  position,  which  I  held  for  two  hours. 
Forced  from  it,  I  retreated  slowly  on  to  Tunnel 
Hill,  fighting  the  enemy  at  every  available  point 
until  night,  when  reinforcements  from  the  com- 
mand of  General  Forrest,  who  had  been  present 
during  the  day  directing  the  movem^ts,  ar- 
rived. The  next  morning  Hie  enemy  retired, 
and,  following  them,  I  skinnished  heavily  with 
their  rear,  on  the  twelfOi  and  thirteenth  instant^ 
as  far  as  the  La&yette  road,  near  Leefs  Tan- 
yard. 

On  the  fourteenth,  under  orders  from  Greneral 
Forrest,  I  returned  to  Ringgold,  and  remained 
near  that  place  until  the  evening  of  the  seven 
teenth  instant,  when  the  enemy  again  advanced 
upon  Rinffgold  from  tiie  direction  of  Graysviile. 
I  marched  out  to  meet  them  and  drove  them 
back.  That  night  the  enemy  encamped  about 
five  miles  from  Ringgold,  on  the  Chattanooga 
road,  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of 
cavalry,  and  a  battery.  About  midnight,  with 
four  companies  of  the  Second  Tennessee  cavaby 
and  one  piece  of  artillery,  I  surprised  their 
camp,  throwii^  the  whole  force  into  confunon. 
After  a  sharp  nght,  I  retired  to  my  camp  at  Ring- 
gold, the  enemy  not  foUowing. 

On  the  eighteenth,  by  command  of  General 
Pegram,  I  proceeded  to  Red  House,  nine  milea 
from  Chattanooga,  and  drove  in  the  advance  of 
the  enemy's  reserve  corps  under  General  Gran- 
ger. On  the  nineteenth  I  marched  and  engaged 
Qie  enemy,  seven  regiments  of  infantry  an3  a 
battery,  with  two  hundred  men  from  my  com- 
mand, composed  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Ten- 
nessee, First  Louisiana,  the  detachment  of  Mor- 
gan's command,  and  the  Louisiana  baUery  of  two 
rifle  pieces  and  two  mountain  howitzers.  After 
a  fierce  engagement  of  several  hoors,  during 
which  I  drove  the  enemy  more  than  two  miles 
and  disabled  one  of  their  guns,  my  ammunition 
failing,  I  withdrew  to  my  camp  at  the  creek,  the 
enemy  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue.  On  the 
twenty-first,  I  held  ihe  left  of  the  road  in  General 
Pegram's  attack  upon  Missionary  Ht]l,fmd  on  fhe 
twentv-second,  under  orders  from  Major-Geneial 
Cheatham,  I  proceeded  on  his  right,  and,  (at»8- 
ing  Missionary  Ridge,  descended  in  the  vaDey 
to  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  abodt 
three  miles  from  Chattanooga.  Here  I  enooQih 
tered  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  in&ntry,  and  drove 
them,  in  confusion,  into  Chattanooga.  FoUow- 
ing up,  I  attacked  the  enfemy  in  hm  intrencb- 
ments,  and  drove  them  from  their  first  line  of 
rifle-pits.    Night  ooming  on.  General  Pegna 
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ordered  me  to  withdraw  mj  command  to  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  and  on  the  next  morning  to 
this  place. 

It  is  imposaible  to  state  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
bnt,  &om  all  information  obtained,  their  loss  in 
killed  and  wonnded  on  the  nineteentii  amounted 
to  over  one  himdred,  besides  one  of  (General 
Whittaker's  staff  ofiScers  and  seven  privates 
prisoners.  My  entire  prisoners  amount  to  four 
commissioned  ofiBcers  and  thirty  privates.  On 
^e  twenty-second  I  captured  about  seventy-five 
fine  rifles  for  my  unarmed  men. 

My  own  loss  foots  up  as  follows :  In  the  8eo- 
cond Tennessee — ^Killed:  oflBcer8,two;  privates, 
three.  Wounded :  officers,  one ;  men,  thirteen. 
]hi  the  Fifth  Tennessee  cavalry — ^Killed :  men, 
two.  Wounded :  ofl&cers,  two ;  privates,  twelve. 
In  tiie  detachment  of  General  Morfl;an'8  com- 
mand— ^Killed:  three  men.  Wounded:  officers, 
one ;  men,  six.  In  the  First  Louisiana,  one  man 
wounded;  and  in  the  Louisiana  battery,  three 
men  wounded  and  fifteen  horses  killed.  Toted 
killed,  two  officers  and  eight  men.  Wounded : 
officers,  four;  men,  thirty-nve.  Total  loss,  forty- 
nine. 

Of  tlie  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly.  All  displayed  the  ut- 
most bravery  and  gallantry.  When  every  one 
did  so  weU,  it  is  impossible  to  particularize  in- 
dividuid  instances  of  gallantry,  but  in  the  death 
of  Oekptain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Orozier,  Second 
Tenn^see  cavalry,  I  have  lost  two  brave  and 
gallant  officers,  whose  places  it  will  be  most 
difficult  to  fiU. 

Very  respectftiDy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L  SOOTT, 
Ooloo«l,  commanding  Brigade  of  Gkvalry. 

BEPOBT  OF  BBIOADIER-GENERAL  B.  R,  JOHNSON,  OOX- 
HANDING  DIVISION. 

BMADVJAKaaa  CtaiinNoooA,  October  24,  18G8. 

Mafar-Gfeneral  SdlerSf  Assistant  AcdjiOant-Qen- 

er<d: 

&K :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division  un- 
der my  command  in  the  action  of  the  Chioka- 
Biauga: 

At  five  o'clock  a.  x.,  September  eighteenth, 
1863,  four  brigades  and  three  batteries  of  artil- 
loT  from  CSatooea  Station,  and  vicinity  of  Ring- 
gold, GecHgia,  moved,  under  my  command,  wiSi 
orders  from  headqnarters  Army  of  Tennessee,  to 
proceed  via  Pleasant  Grove  Church  to  Leet's 
TOi-yard.  Law's  brigade,  under  Colonel  Shef- 
idd,  not  having  cooked  its  rations,  was  ordered 
to  do  so,  and  follow  as  promptly  as  possible. 
Benning's  brigade  was  left,  in  compliance  with 
orders,  to  ffuard  the  depot  at  Rin^old.  My 
oommand  then  consisted  of  the  following  bri- 
gades, which  moved  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  named,  viz. :  Johnson's,  MoNair's,  Gregg's, 
and  Robertson's,  with  batteries,  Everett's,  Cul- 
neper's,  and  Bledsoe's,  in  the  centre,  and  trains 
m  rear  of  their  respective  brigades.  The  head 
of  the  cofannn  had  not  proceeded  more  than  three 


miles  on  the  road  when  a  dispatch  was  received 
from  Colonel  Brent,  headquarters  Army  of  Ten^ 
nessee,  directing  me,  with  the  forces  under  my 
command,  to  retrace  my  steps  to  the  vicinity  of 
Ringgold,  and  there  to  take  the  direct  road  to 
Reed  8  Bridge  and  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Chickamauga,  Forrest's  cavalry  cov- 
ering the  front  and  ri^ht  flanks  of  my  column 
on  Uie  march  from  Rmggold.  The  command 
was  promptly  put  on  the  new  line  of  march, 
and  soon  i2fter  I  received  orders  and  the  plan  of 
operations,  by  which  I  was  directed,  as  com- 
mander of  the  right  coliunn  of  the  Armv  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  attack  the  enemy  in  my  front,  in 
whatever  force  I  might  find  them,  and,  after 
crossing  Reed's  Bridge,  to  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route  and  sweep  up  the 
Chickamau^  toward  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
while  Major-Generals  Walker  and  Buckner, 
crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge  and  Ledford's 
Ford,  were  directed  to  ioin  in  my  movement 
The  orders  and  plans  of  operations  indicated 
that  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  wing  was 
expected  to  be  initiated  by  the  column  under 
my  command. 

About  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  in  compliance  with 
orders  previously  received,  I  halted  t^e  column 
near  Kuler'«  Mill,  on  the  Graysville  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  former 
place.  Captain  Thonopson,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Artillery  of  (General  Bra^g's  staff,  reported  to 
me  at  this  point,  with  orders  to  move  forward 
immediately,  and  through  him  my  arrival  and 
the  hour  thereof  was  reported  to  headquarters 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

Being  informed  hy  citizens  that  the  enemy 
were  about  one  mile  in  advance,  I  formed  a  line 
of  battle  along  the  road — ^McNair's,  Johnson's, 
and  Greg's  brigades  in  front,  batteries  inposi- 
tion,  and  Robertson's  brigade  in  reserve.  While 
forming  the  line,  Brigadier-General  Forrest  join- 
ed me  with  his  escort,  and  proceeded  to  the  front 
to  develop  the  position  oi  the  enemy,  and  was 
soon  skirmishing  with  them.  Just  as  my  line 
was  formed,  Major  Robertson  came  up  from  the 
direction  of  Lafayette  and  reported  to  me,  with 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Mv  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front  was  now  promptly  advanced  to  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  which  offered  some  obstructions  to 
regular  movements,  and  caused  some  delay  hi 
crossing  the  troops.  Captain  McDonald,  of  the 
Seventeentii  Tennessee  regiment,  opened  fire 
with  his  company  upon  tne  enemy  s  pickets, 
about  one  hundrea  and  eighty  yards  west  of  the 
creek,  and  repulsed  a  charge  ot  tiieir  reserve, 
which  was  made  down  the  road  to  the  creek. 
Major  Robertson  placed  some  foiur  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery from  his  own  command  and  a  section  of 
Everett's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  part  of  whom  were  dismounted, 
driving  them  back,  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
which  they  had  posted  in  good  position.  As 
soon  as  the  command  could  cross  the  creek,  the 
line,  preserving  its  formation,  with  Robertson's 
brigade  supporting,  McNair's  on  the  right, 
was  pressed  forward  to  tiie  top  of  the  hill,  dia- 
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lodging  the  enemj  from  a  seoond  position.  The 
ca^dry^  on  the  nght,  kept  ap  the  skirmishing 
during  the  ascent  We  found  in  front  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  three  Yankees 
killed  and  one  mortally  wounded.  It  was  now 
ascertained  Hiat  the  enem/s  force  consisted  of 
three  or  fom*  regiments  of  moonted  men.  Press- 
ing down  the  western  declivity  of  this  hill,  the 
enemy  were  again  found  in  position  at  Reed's 
Bridge,  over  which  thev  had  passed. 

The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  becoming  engaged,  the  whole  reg- 
iment, supported  by  the  brigade,  charged,  wim 
a  shout  and  run,  and  drove  off  the  Yankees  be- 
fore they  could  destroy  the  bridge.  The  twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiment  here  had  five  men 
wounded.  After  our  skirmishers  and  some  of 
the  regiments  had  passed,  the  enemy  opened  a 
battery  on  the  bridge,  which  was  silenced  by  a 
section  of  Bledsoe's  artillery. 

Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  tiie  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  wounded  at  the  bridge  by 
the  enemy's  artillery. 

My  command  commenced  crossing  the  Ghick- 
amauga  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  Major-General 
Hood  having  appeared  in  the  column,  1  reported 
to  him,  and  submitted  to  him  my  ordersjust 
before  passing  the  bridge,  in  person.  Hav- 
ing crossed  tiie  Ghickamauga,  partly  by  the 
bridge  and  partly  by  the  ford  above  the  bridge, 
by  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  command  advanced  to 
Jay's  steam  saw-mill,  about  pne  mile  west  of 
Reed's  Bridge,  where  there  are  two  roads  lead- 
ing to  Alexander's  Bridge.  I  ordered  ^e  for- 
mation to  be  preserved,  and  Hie  line  of  batde, 
extending  across  the  r%ht  hand  or  western 
road,  to  move  forward. 

General  Hood,  however,  here  took  command, 
and  directed  one  regiment  of  Gregg's  brigade 
to  be  marched  in  line  of  battle,  extending  across 
the  left  hand  or  eastern  roaa,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  command  to  be  moved  in  we 
rear  along  that  road  in  column  of  companies. 
Marching  in  this  order,  we  proceeded  rapidly 
past  a  burning  house  near  Alexander's  Ford, 
penetrating  between  the  enemy  and  tiie  Ghicka- 
mauga  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  their  centre, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  steam  saw- 
mill, and  about  one  mile  west  of  Dalton's  Ford, 
when,  in  the  darkness  of  the  evening,  the  skir- 
mishers at  the  head  of  the  column  became  en- 
gaged, and  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  under  a  sharp  fire,  which  wounded 
three  men,  one  (First  Sergeant  Company  D, 
Seventh  Texas  regiment)  mortally.  McNair's* 
and  Johnson's  brigades  were  immediately  de- 
ployed, facing  southwest,  and  supporting  Greek's 
brigade.  Robertson's  brigade  formed  a  mie 
near  the  wagon  train  in  rear,  facing  north-west, 
while  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  remained  as  rear-guard  of 
the  train.  Our  front  line  was  now  about  eight 
hundred  yards  from  Vinyard's  house,  on  the 
road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Cordon's 
Mill.  The  whole  Yankee  army  was  in  our  front 
—mainly  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiU— on  our  right 


flank  and  rear ;  while  oar  army  was  still  on  Ihs 
east  side  of  the  Chickamauga.  My  command 
was  the  first  to  cross  this  stream,  and  none  of 
our  troops  crossed  at  any  point  until  our  column 
had  swept  the  west  bank  in  frx>nt  of  their  re- 
spective places  of  crossing.  One-third  of  oar 
forces  was  required  to  remain  awake  duriog  the 
night,  and  the  rest  slept  upon  their  arms. 
^  Obstructions  to  cavalry  were  hastily  plaoed 
in  our  front,  skirmishers  were  thrown  oat  to  tihe 
field  east  of  Vinyard's  house,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  front  of  our  left  flank,  and  soouts- 
were  srat  out  nearly  to  the  road  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill. 

September  nineteenth,  1863.  On  making  an 
examination  of  our  position,  early  in  the  mcum- 
ing,  I  discovered  tnat  our  skirmishers  were 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  3rards  of  G^ieral 
Preston's  division,  which  had  crossed  the  Chicka- 
mauga at  Dalton's  Ford  during  the  night,  that 
our  Hne  was  in  front  and  nearly  perpendicular 
to  his,  and  that  most  of  our  army  had  crossed 
at  points  lower  down,  placing  our  colunm  near 
the  left  of  our  army.  Major  Robertson,  with 
his  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  was  now  detached 
from  my  command,  and  Robertson's  brigade 
was  united  with  the  other  brigades  of  Hood's 
division,  under  Brigadier-G^n^al  Law,  which 
had  come  up  during  the  night,  leaving  three 
brigades  under  my  command ;  these  two  divis- 
ions were  placed  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Hood. 

Our  line  of  batde  was  formed  about  seven 
o'clock  ▲.  M.,  in  a  curve  around  the  crest  of  an 
elevation  in  the  woods,  &bout  one  thousand 
yards  east  of  the  C3iattanooga  and  Lee  and  (Gor- 
don's Mill  road.  My  right  brigade  faced  near^ 
west,  and  my  left  briffaae  about  south-west.  In 
my  division,  Johnson  s  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  John  S.  Fukon,  of  Sie  Forty-fourth  Tto- 
nessee  regiment,  was  placed  on  the  right,  Gregg's 
brigade  on  tiie  left,  and  McNair's  brw^ie  in 
reserve,  in  rear  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Everett^ 
battery  was  posted  in  position  on  the  ri^it  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  and  Bledsoe's  First  Miasoiari 
battery  on  the  right  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Cap- 
tain Culpeper's  three  guns  were  held  in  reserve 
in  rear  oi  McNair's  brigade.  Law's  divisiott 
was  posted  on  my  right  and  Preston's  on  my  left, 
a  little  retired,  so  that  the  left  ctf  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigads» 
was  thrown  back  with  a  view  to  foim  a  oon- 
nection  which  was*  never  regidarly  made.  The 
fighting  commenoed  on  the  right  of  our  amy, 
about  a  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  bnrnt 
honse,  near  Alexander's  Bridge.  The  first  gm 
was  fired  at  half-past  seven  ▲.  m . 

About  two  o'clock  p.  il,  the  enemy  in  my 
front  advanced  and  drove  in  my  akirmishen.  I 
ordered  Bledsoe's  and  Everett's  batteries  to  flj>eQ 
fire,  and  Culpepnr's  battery  was  brought  into 
action  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Tbeoa 
guns  all  fired  in  a  direction  beanng  towards 
vin3rard's  house,  frt>m  whidi  direction  tbt 
attack  seemed  to  come.  The  rig^t  of  GregK^s 
and  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigades  repolaed^b* 
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attack  in  that  vicimty,  but  the  engagement  stiU 
(xmtinned  on  die  left  of  Gregg's  bri^ide,  where 
tiie  left  regiments  were  suffering  severely.  The 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment  lost  twelve  killed 
and  forty-five  wound^  before  it  moved  from  its 
poffiti(m.  Abont  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  u^  bj 
direction  of  M^jor-General  Hood, having,  instruct- 
ed my  artillery  to  move  with  the  infiEmtry,  and  to 
come  into  action  whenever  opportnnily  per- 
mitted, particolarly  cautioned  mv  command  to 
pr^efve  its  connections,  to  wheel  slowly  and  to 
tonch  to  the  right,  I  ordered  the  division  to  ad- 
vance and  engage  the  enem^.  This  movement 
did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  my  left.  In 
front  of  Gregg's  brigade  the  woods  presented  a 
tiiick  undergrowth,  in  which  that  brigade  at 
once  becoming  hotly  engaged,  its  progress  was 
impeded,  while  Johnson's  brigaae  advanced 
some  six  hundred  jrards  before  the  enemy 
(^>ened  fire  upon  it  The  artillery  advanced 
and  fired  by  section,  keeping  well  up  with 
the  in&ntry.  Gregg's  brigade  -advanced  some 
three  hundred  yuds,  obliquing  in  endeavor- 
ing, under  fire,  to  keep  the  connection  to  the 
ri^t  The  connection,  however,  was  broken 
in  the  thick  woods,  between  die  Second  and 
Third  battalions,  the  two  right  regiments  pre- 
serving their  connection  wim  the  line  on  their 
mht,and  wheeling  with  it  to  the  ri^ht;  the 
Third  and  Fourth  regiments,  advancing  less 
obliquelpr,  faced  more  to  the  south,  while  the 
left  regiment  of  that  bt'igade,  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  under  Uolonel  Sug^s,  moved 
more  directly  to  its  front,  which  was  ux  a  south- 
em  direction,  owing  to  the  left  having  been 
thrown  back  to  connect  with  Preston's  division, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  stretched  out  to  the 
right,  just  north  of  Vinjrard's  fields,  to  cover  the 
inoreasing  interval,  until  nearly  the  whole  regi- 
m^t  was  deployed  in  open  order  as  skirmisn- 
ers.  This  movement  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee 
regiment  was  induced  by  the  heavy  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  that  flank ;  but  it  did  not  succeed 
in  preserving  the  connection,  and  it  became 
separated  from  the  brigade.  In  this  condition, 
tbei  brigade  fought  gallantly  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  all  along  its  broken  line  and  inflicted 
heavy  k>ssea  on  me  enemy. 

Two  regiments  of  McNair's  brigade,  the 
Thirty-nin&  North  Carolina  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Coleman,  and  the  Twenty-Sfth  Arkansas 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstalder, 
were  sent  forward  between  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  brigade  to  which  it 
bdongs.  These  two  regiments  came  up  to  the 
left  of  the  Seventh  Texas  regiment,  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
the  position  from  which  myune  had  moved, 
and  advuiced  gallantiy  to  the  road  from  Chatta- 
nooea  to  Lee  and  Gk)rdon'B  Mill,  north  of  Yin- 
Yfixa's  farm,  and  left  still  a  wide  interval  on  the 
light  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  whidi 
regiment  continued  to  present  an  extended  line 
and  to  fight  gd^lantly  and  persistentiy  the  heavy 
forces  in  front,  whik  its  ranks  were  being  con- 
tinoalfy  thinned.    It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 


Colonel  Colwnan,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  forwarded  herewith,  that  the  two 
regiments  from  Gregg's  brigade  drove  tiie  enemy 
in  rapid  flight  across  the  Cnattanooga  road,  and 
passed  a  small  house  in  a  com  field  west  of  the 
road,  and  north  of  Vinyard's  house ;  and  that 
here,  though  the  enemy  in  their  front  were  in 
flight  and  oroken,  those  regiments  fell  back  for 
want  of  support,  and  on  account  of  reinforce- 
ment received  by  the  enemy,  and  a  flank  fire  on 
the  left 

In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  was 
brought  up  and  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which  now  con- 
tracted its  line  and  concentrated  its  fire  upon  the 
enemy  on  the  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Vinyard's. 
Under  the  spirited  charge  and  heavy  fire  of 
Robertson's  origade,  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  some  distance.  The  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade wiU  be  more  properly  reported  by  its 
division  commander.  It  wiU,  however,  be  proper 
for  me  to  state  that,  during  a  halt,  before  Robert- 
son's brigade  reached  uie  Chattanooga  road, 
Brigadier-General  Gregg  rode  out  in  front  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  He  very  soon 
found  himself  near  tiie  enemy's  line,  and  was 
suddenly  halted  by  the  Yankee  skimushers. 
Turning  his  horse  to  ride  back  to  the  rear,  he 
was  shot  thro^h  the  neck.  Having  faUen  from 
his  horse,  the  x  ankses  proceeded  to  take  from 
his  person  his  spurs  and  sword,  when  Robert- 
son's brigade  charged  forward  and  recovered 
possesion  of  him  and  his  horse. 

Brigadier-G«neral  Gregg  deserves  special  com- 
mendation for  his  gallanfry  and  activity  on  the 
field.  The  brigade  which  he  commanded  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  is  commanded  by  a  worthy 
and  able  officer. 

Colonel  Suggs,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, also  merits  particular  notice  for  the  man- 
n«r  in  which  he  from  time  to  time  disposed  his 
regiment  and  protected  our  flank,  wnich  was 
necessarily  exposed  in  our  advance,  as  the  move- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  our  left. 
While  these  operations  were  going  on  in  my  left 
brigade,  the  right  one,  Johnson's,  witii  which 
the  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant4>)ronel  James  D.  Tillman,  and  the  Third 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  Colonel  C.  H.  Walker, 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  preserved  their  connection, 
havine  advanced  some  six  hundred  yards,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  enemj^'s  artillery  and  in^ 
fantry  and  became  hotly  engaged.  The  enemy 
were  posted  upon  rismg  ground.  A  batteiy 
swept  our  ranks  with  grape-shot,  while  their 
infantry  delivered  heavy  voUeys  from  small 
arms.  The  contest  continued  here  nearly  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy,  after  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance, gradually  retired  to  an  open  woods,  be- 
yond the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill;  approaching  the  road,  a  part  of 
tiie  brigade  haltea  and  poured  its  fire  into  the 
enemy's  ranks,  now  in  full  view,  two  hundred 
yards  in  front;  again  advancea,  crossed  the 
road,  gained  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  the  left 
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of  the  field  in  which  the  enemy's  battery  was 
posted,  a  clearing,  with  indosore  intervening. 
The  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  nnder 
LieutenantrColonel  R.  B.  Snowden,  and  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  now  wheeled 
to  the  right,  moved  on  the  flank  of  the  battery, 
gained  the  cover  of  a  fence  north  of  the  clear- 
ing, poured  into  it  a  few  volleys,  charged  and 
captmred  the  battery.  This  was  well  and  gal- 
lantly done,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden, 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
deserve  especial  consideration  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  movement  was  accomplished.  The 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  save  about  one-third 
of  the  right  regiment,  now  crossed  the  road. 
The  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  left  regiment, 
had  moved  about  two  hundred  yards  beyond  it, 
and  the  Third  and  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiments 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  which  had  continued  to  move 
with  Johnsons  brigade,  had  advanced  some- 
what farther,  when  we  enemy,  marchine  by  the 
flank,  suddenly  appeared  on  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  last  two  regiments.  Colonel  Walker,  of  the 
llurd  Tennessee  regiment,  on  discovering  this 
movement,  faced  his  regiment  by  the  rear  rs^ 
and  moved  back  across  ihe  road,  while  Colonel 
Tillman  hastened  to  communicate  the  knowledge 
of  the  movement  to  Colonel  Fulton,  commanding 
Johnson's  brigade.  The  movement  of  the  enemy 
down  the  Chattanooga  road  was  so  prompt,  that 
they  penetrated  our  line  on  Ahe  left  of  Johnson's 
brigade,  filed  off  to  the  left  and  fired  a  volley 
into  its  rear.  This  brigade  now  moved  by  one 
impulse  to  the  right  and  fell  back  to  the  east  of 
the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
MiQ,  leaving  eleven  officers  (including  Major 
Davis,  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment), 
sixty  men,  and  the  captured  battery,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  the  Third 
and  Forty-first  regiments  Tennessee  volunteers, 
which  were  falling  to  the  rear,  were  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore,  my  Aid- 
d&Clamp,  who  was  on  duty  in  that  part  of  the 
field  and  discovered  this  movement  of  the  ene- 
mv,  and,  by  his  instruction,  charged  the  column 
which  had  so  suddenly  appeared  in  our  rear  and 
drove  it  back.  Colonel  Walker  now  placed  these 
regiments  di^^onally  across  the  road,  the  right 
advanced,  facing  the  enemy,  in  which  position 
I  ordered  him  to  remain  for  a  time.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  have  encountered  a  portion  of 
McCook's  corps  of  the  Federal  army,  moving  to 
support  their  left'  Our  scouts  thiown  out  in 
front  of  our  skirmishers,  and  my  Brigade  In- 
spector, Lieutenant  Black,  after  a  personal  recon- 
noissance,  had  previously  reported  the  enemy 
moving  artillery  and  infantry  in  that  direction. 
With  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  still  in 
vicinity  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  this  ad- 
vance of  my  division,  unsupported  by  any  move- 
ment on  my  left,  was  pushed  quite  as  far  as  was 
judicious. 

Finding  my  line  now,  about  stmset,  quite  ir- 
regular in  its  formation,  I  proceeded  immediately 
to  re-form  it,  in  the  woods,  about  six  hundred 
yards  east  of  the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 


and  Gordon's  Mill,  whea,  by  order  of  Major-Ge&- 
eral  Hood,  temporarv  breastworks  of  timber 
were  put  up  along  tne  line,  behind  whidi  my 
command  rested  during  the  night,  with  skirmidih 
ers  thrown  out  to  the  road.  During  this  brief 
engagement,  the  loss  of  the  division  was  quite 
heavy.  The  Third  Tennessee  regiment  reports 
twelve  men  killed  ana  forty-five  wounded  before 
it  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  Seventh  Texas 
regiment  had  several  killed  and  wounded  at  the 
same  time.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  W. 
Beaumont,  well  and  honorably  known  in  civil 
as  well  as  military  life.  Captain  Williams  and 
two  other  company  officers  of  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  were  killed,  seven  officers 
wounded  and  one  missing,  while  it  lost  heavily 
in  men.  The  Forty-fourtn  Tennessee  regiment 
had  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  L.  McEwing,  Jr., 
commanding  (a  gallant  and  able  officer,  who  has 
rendered  faithfm  and  efficient  service  in  our 
army)  and  five  company  officers  wounded,  one 
(Captain  Samuel  Jackson)  mortally.  It  lost  about 
nfty  men  wounded  and  six  killed,  one  of  whom 
(Sergeant  T.  A.  Johnson)  was  particularly  diatip- 
guished  for  gallantry.  The  command  of  this 
regiment  now  devolved  upon  Major  G.  M.  Craw- 
ford. The  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  had 
one  officer  killed  and  two  officers  and  twenty 
men  wounded.  Colonel  N.  B.  Granbury.  of  the 
Seventh  Texas,  Major  S.  H.  Colmes,  of  the  First 
Tennessee  battalion,  and  Major  Lowe,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  The  Twenty-third  Tennessee  lost,  in 
all,  one  officer  and  five  men  killed,  five  officers 
wounded,  and  fifty-eight  men  wounded  uid  cap- 
tured. The  losses  of  the  other  regiments  are 
not  reported  in  this  connectioiL.  Captain  Jade- 
son,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  has 
since  died  of  his  wounds.  Known  to  me  long 
and  familiarly  in  youth  and  manhood  as  Captain 
Samuel  Jackson  has  been,  I  feel  unable  to  do 
justice  to  his  many  virtues,  hia  pure  and  admi- 
rable character,  or  his  merits  as  as  an  officer  and 
soldier. 

On  Sunday,  September  twentieth,  1863,  my  line 
was  formed  by  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  McNtfir's 
brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  brigade  in  the 
centre,  and  two  regiments — ^e  Sftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  First  Tennessee 
battalion  (consolidated),  under  Major  CL  W. 
Robertson,  and  the  Seventh  Texas,  under  Maj<v 
Van  Zant>— on  the  left  The  rest  of  Qr^*B 
brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Suggs,  fonnS[a 
second  line.  Culpeper's  battery  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  McNair's  brigade, 
Everett's  on  the  right  of  Johnson's  Iwrigade,  and 
B]edsoe%  on  the  right  of  Hie  two  r^dmenta  in 
the  front  line  from  Gregg's  brigade,  ^ndman'a 
division  formed  on  my  left,  and  Stewart's  on  my 
right.  Hood's  division,  commanded  byBriga- 
dier-Glenend  I  aw,  formed  in  rear  of  my  division, 
giving  us  a  depth  of  three  lines.  About  ten 
o'clocS  A.  M.,  our  skirmishers  fell  *bock  under  the 
advance  of  tiie  enemy.  My  line  promptly  opened 
a  steady  fire  witii  artiUery  and  smaJl  arms, 
which  soon  repulsed  &e  attack.    Ten  miimtei 
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after  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  a  general  advance  was 
ordered,  -which,  commencing  somewhere  on  the 
right,  included  Hindman^a  division  on  the  left 
The  enemy  occnpied  the  ground  in  our  front, 
along  the  road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mill.  Tlieir  line  was  formed  along 
the  fence  at  Brotherton's  house,  and  they  had  a 
battery  in  the  open  field  south  of  the  house, 
where  Johnson'B  brigade  had  captured  a  battery 
on  Saturday.      The  enemy  also  occupied  two 
lines  ot  breastworks,  made  of  rails  and  timber, 
extending  along  my  front  and  to  the  left  of  it, 
in  the  woods  west  of  Brotherton's  farm.     By 
order  of  Major-General  Hood,  I  moved  my  di- 
vision forward  and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy. 
We  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards  through 
the  woods,  nnder  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  which  swept  our  ranks  with  terrific 
effect,  and  crossed  the  road  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  the  left  brigades  of  my  division  passing  on 
either  side  of  Brotherton*s  house.    Our  chu^e 
Was  irresistible,  and  the  Yankees  who  did  not 
fiee  were  killed  and  captured  at  the  fences  and 
out-houses.    Among  the  latter  is  especially  men- 
tioned Colonel  F.  A.  Bartleson,  of  the  One-Hun- 
dredlii  Illinois  regiment,  who  was    captured, 
with  many  others,  by  Johnson's  brigade. 

Everett's  battery  now  took  a  position  in  a 

field  south  of  Brotherton's  house,  and  opened  to 

the  front  and  left,  firing  about  six  rounds  to  the 

piece,  and  my  line  again  moved  forward  under 

a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  breastworks.  The 

fire  was  so  heavy  that  my  rieht  brigade  faltered 

for  a  moment,  and  some  of  the  men  commenced 

falling  back,  but  it  was  soon  rallied  and  moving 

forward  again.     My  whole  line,  Gregg's  brigade 

in  rear,  supported  by  Hood's  division,  under 

Iaw,  in  a  third  line,  swept  forward  with  great 

force  and  rapidity  and  carried  the  breastworks, 

from  which  ttie  foe  precipitately  retreated,  under 

a  heavy  fire,  particularly  directed  to  the  left, 

from  my  left  brigade.     Having  advanced  some 

distance  m  the  woods  west  of   Brotherton's 

«nn,  to  the  foot  of  a  small  ascent  covered  with 

a  thick  growth  of  young  pines,  my  right  brieade 

halted  under  the  effect  of  a  heavy  fire,  which 

was  also  severely  damaging  my  second  line. 

Colonel  Suggs  now  pushed  to  the  front  the  three 

regiments  of  Ghregff  s  brigade  which  had  formed 

niy  second  line,  Johnson's  brigade  moving  to  the 

left  at  the  same  time,  and  a^n  my  line  advanced 

r^idly  on  the  enemy,  driving  them  from  the 

^oods  east  of  Dyer's  house,  McNair's  brigade 

D«aring  to  the  right. 

Onrlmesnow  emerged  from  the  forest  into 
open  ground  on  the  border  of  long  open  fields, 
over  which  the  enemy  were  retreating,  under 
cover  of  several  batteries,  which  were  ranged 
•loTig  Uie  crest  ot  a  ridge  on  our  right  and  front, 
running  up  to  the  comer  of  a  stubble-field,  and 
of  one  battery  on  our  left  and  front,  posted  on  an 
^tevaUon  m  the  edge  of  the  woods,  just  at  the 
corner  of  a  field  near  a  Pcach  orchard,  and  south- 
west of  Dyer's  house.  The  scene  now  presented 
^unspeakably  grand.  The  resolute  and  im- 
Potttous  charge,  the  rush  of  our  heavy  columns, 


sweeping  out*iTom  the  shadow  and  ^loom  of  the 
forest  into  the  open  fields,  flooded  with  sunlight, 
the  glitter  of  arms,  the  onward  dash  of  artillerjr 
and  mounted  men,  the  retreat  of  the  foe,  the 
shouts  of  the  hosts  of  our  army,  the  dust,  the 
smoke,  the  noise  of  firearms,  of  whistling  balls 
and  grapeshot,  and  of  bursting  shell,  maoe  up  a 
battle  scene  of  unsurpassed  grandeur.  Here 
General  Hood  gave  me  the  last  order  I  received 
from  him  on  the  field:  ^*Go  ahead  and  keep 
ahead  of  everything."  How  this  order  was 
obeyed  will  be  best  determined  by  tiiose  who 
investigate  all  the  details  of  this  battle. 

The  unusual  depth  of  our  columns  of  attack, 
in  this  part  of  the  field,  and  the  force  and  power 
with  which  it  was  thrown  upon  the  enemy  s  line, 
had  now  completely  broken  and  routed  their 
centre  and  oast  the  shattered  fragments  to  tiie 
right  and  left  Everett's  battery  was  here  or- 
dered into  action  on  the  right  of  Johnson's 
brigade  and  opened  upon  the  retreating  foe, 
while  my  line  continued  to  advance. 

There  was  now  an  interval  of  eight  hundred 
yards  between  Hindman's  division  on  my  left 
and  my  command.  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left  bore  but  slightly  to  the  right,  its  left  regi- 
ment stretching  across  the  rottd  from  Dyer's 
house  to  Crawfish  road,  and  passine  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  Gregg's  brigade,  in  the 
centre,  moved  a  little  to  the  right,  so  as  to  flank 
and  capture  nine  pieces  of  artulery  on  its  right, 
posted  on  the  ascent  to  ike  eminence,  in  the 
comer  of  the  field  north  of  Dyer's  house. 
McNafr's  brigade,  now  somewhat  in  the  rear  of 
the  two  left  brigades,  moved  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  directly  upon  the  eminence.  My  line 
was  here  uncovered  by  Hood's  division,  which 
must  have  changed  its  direction  to  the  right 

The  nine  pieces  captured  by  Gregg's  brigade 
are  reported  by  Colonel  Suggs,  commanding,  as 
having  been  taken  from  the  field  by  a  detail 
under  Adjutant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  who  caused  the 
Yankee  drivers  to  drive  some  of  the  teams  to 
the  rear.  Four  of  these  pieces,  three-inch  rifles, 
belong  to  the  First  Missouri  Federal  battery^ 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  First  Missouri 
Confedelate  battery  (Bledsoe's),  attached  to 
^I'egg's  brigade.  A  statement  made  by  Adju- 
tant Beaumont  in  regard  to  the  capture  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

In  this  advance,  Brigadier-General  K  McNair. 
commanding  the  right  brigade,  and  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  of  that 
brigade,  were  wounded — ^the  latter  mortally, 
and  the  command  of  McNair's  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North 
(Molina  regiment  Colonel  Coleman  reports 
that  McNair's  brigade  charged  and  carriea  the 
eminence  in  the  comer  of  the  field  to  our  right, 
capturing  the  ten  guns,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  carried  off,  and  two  were  subse- 
quently removed,  and  that  the  brigade  fell  back 
tor  want  of  ammunition  and  support,  and  formed 
on  the  left  of  Robertson's  brigade,  of  Hood's 
division.     Whether  Colonel  Coleman's  report 
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has  any  reference,  in  this  connection,  to  the 
nine  guns  reported  as  captured  by  Gregg's 
Brigade,  or  whether  there  is  any  point  of  dis- 
pnte  between  these  two  brigades  as  to  captured 
artillery,  I  cannot  now  determine.  McNair*s 
brigade  has  been  detached  from  this  army,  and 
I  am  unable  to  communicate  with  it  in  time  to 
nu^e  my  report  explicit  on  this  point 

In  the  meantime,  I  discovered  what  I  con- 
ceived to  be  an  important  position,  directly  in 
*our  front — an  elevated  ridge  of  open  ground, 
running  nearly  north  and  south,  beyond  the 
narrow  strips  of  woods  on  the  western  borders 
of  the  open  fields  in  oiur  front'  and  about  six 
hundred  yards  west  of  the  elevation  on  which 
the  nine  pieces  of  artillery  had  been  ci^tured, 
and  I  hastened  to  press  forward  Gregg's  brigade, 
which  had  halted  for  a  moment  on  me  flank  of 
the  gtms  that  were  being  removed,  while  John- 
Bons  brigade  approached  the  same  position 
from  the  left.  Jnrom  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the 
ground  descends  abruptly  into  a  com  field  and 
cove,  lying  south  of  V  iUetoe's  house.  West  of 
the  cove  is  a  range  of  the  Missionary  Ridge, 
while  north  of  it  a  spur  of  that  ridge  spreiMS 
out  to  the  east  Through  a  gap  at  the  angle 
between  this  spur  on  the  north  and  thie  ridge  on 
tiie  west  of  the  cove,  and  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  the  ridge  on  the  east,  where  my 
division  was  now  taking  position,  passes  the 
Cbiwfish  road,  which  continues  south  along 
the  base  of  the  ridge  on  the  western  side  of  the 
cove.  Along  this  road  a  line  of  telegn4>h  wires 
extended  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Rose- 
crans's  headquarters,  and  at  the  goree  of  the 
gap  a  train  of  wagons  filled  the  roaa,  while  a 
number  of  caissons  and  a  batterv  of  artillerv, 
for  defence  of  the  frain,  occupied  tiie  grounds 
near  Ville toe's  house.  * 

The  ridge  on  the  east  of  the  cove  was  taken 
without  resistance,  though  the  enemy  had  there 
constructed  a  breastwork  of  rails,  and  had  filled 
up  a  large  number  of  their  knapsacks,  secure, 
as  they  doubtless  thought,  from  the  danger  of 
the  battle-field.  As  soon  as  this  ridge  was 
occupied,  which  was  a  few  minutes  before 
twelve  M.,  our  advance  position,  commanded  by 
adjacent  hills  and  separated  on  the  right  and 
left  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  om*  troops,  in- 
duced me  immediately  to  send  my  Aid-de-C^p, 
Captain  Blakemore,  to  report  our  position  to 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  commanding  our 
wing,  and  to  bring  up  artillery  and  infantry  to 
our  support,  while  I  disposed  of  my  command 
for  defence.  Gregg's  brigade  was  at  once  posted 
pcurtly  facing  to  me  north,  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods  at  the  north  end  of  the  field,  and  partiy 
facing  to  the  west,  along  a  portion  of  the  adja- 
cent ridge.  Johnson's  brigade  was  posted,  fac- 
ing to  the  west,  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  about 
one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Gregg's  Imgade. 
Both  brigades  immediately  advanced  their  skir- 
mishers to  the  front 

When  I  discovered  the  train' of  wagons  at  the 
gorge  of  the  Crawfish  road,  the  enemy  were 
maoQg  every  effort  to  get  them   away.      I 


promptly  posted  Everett's  battery  on  the  ridge 
between  Johnson's  and  Greg's  brigades,  when 
it  opened  fire  on  the  train.  The  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery and  some  shots  from  our  advancing  skir- 
mishers created  the  utmost  constematictfi 
among  the  drivers  and  teams,  causing  some  of 
the  wagons  to  be  upset,  and  others  to  be  run 
against  trees  and  up  the  precipitous  acclivities 
adjacent  Lieutenant  Everett  also  sent  forwurd 
one  piece  of  artillery  to  a  knoll  in  the  com  field 
soutn  of  Villetoe's  house,  which  fired  up  the 
gorge  alon]g  the  Crawfish  road.  A  few  shots 
were  fired  upon  us  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
posted  on  the  high  ground  north  of  our  position, 
to  which  Everett's  artillery  replied,  firing  about 
six  rounds,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  on  us. 
A  ball  from  Lieutenant  Everett's  battery  dis- 
mounted one  of  the  guns  (a  rifle  piece),  near 
Villetoe's  house,  by  breaking  the  axle-tree.  Our 
skirmishers  now  advanced  and  took  possessioa 
of  the  wagons,  caissons  and  guns.  lieutenaDt 
Everett  sent  forward  two  teams  and  hauled  off  one 
Napoleon  gun  and  caisson,  attaching,  for  tiiat 
purpose,  the  limber  of  a  six-pound  ^un  ^und  near 
bv  me  Napoleon,  for  which  no  limDer  was  found. 
This  gun  has  since  been  ascertained  to  be  one 
of  the  guns  of  Lumsden's  battery,  captured 
by  the  enemy  on  the  nineteenth,  and  has  been 
returned  to  that  battery.  Besides  the  two  pieces 
above-named,  a  six-pounder,  smooth-bore,  ssad 
another  piece,  description  not  now  known,  and 
seven  caissons,  were  captured.  The  wagons  con- 
tained some  Quartermaster's  property,  but  were 
mainly  loaded  with  ammunition  for  artillery  and 
infantry.  Two  of  General  Rosecrans's  esccHt 
and  Captain  Hescock,  of  the  First  Missouri  Fed- 
eral light  artillery,  Battery  G,  were  captured  on 
the  side  of  the  ridge  west  of  Villetoe's  house, 
where  man^  other  prisoners  were  picked  xxg 
by  our  skirmishers.  My  engagements  were 
such  at  this  period  as  to  prevent  me  from  look- 
ing after  or  estimating  the  number  or  value  of 
articles  captured.  Meinv  of  ^e  wagons  were 
subsequentiy  removed  by  o&er  commands  in 
rear  of  mine.  I  now  estimate  the  wagons  cap- 
tured at  about  thirty,  a  few  of  which  mul  teams 
attached. 

Before  making  any  disposition  for  a  furfiier 
advance,  I  found  it  necessary  to  replenish  our 
supply  of  ammunition,  and,  consequently,  I  or- 
dered up  a  supply  from  the  rear  and  distributed 
it  to  the  most  of  the  regiments  of  my  command* 
Subsequently  we  drew  our  ammunition  frtun  the 
captured  train.  Lieutenant  Black,  of  my  stafl^ 
now  brought  up  Dent's  battery  of  Napcdeon 
guns,  of  Hindman's  division,  which  he  found 
somewhere  on  our  left^  and  placed  three  pieces 
on  the  ridge  in  the  north-west  comer  of  tiie  field 
we  occupied.  No  General  officer  or  reinforce- 
ments having  come  up,  and  seeing  no  troops  in 
my  vicinity,  my  Aids  having  been  long  absent  in 
search  of  support,  I  became  impatient  at  the  de- 
lay. Giving  orders  that  our  position  should  be 
held  at  all  hazards,  I  galloped  off^  in  person,  in 
search  of  support  Having  swung  slightiy  to  the 
right  from  our  first  position,  the  connection  was 
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brok^i  on  our  left,  and  I  could  eee  no  troops  in 
tiiat  direction.  It  eubsequently  appears  that 
General  Hindman^s  diyision  gallantly  drove 
back  to  the  west  and  south  the  enemy  s  line  in 
his  front  and  on  my  left,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss 
on  them  and  thus  relieving  as  from  danger  in 
tiiat  direction. 

Riding  towards  onr  ri^ht  and  rear  some  half  a 
mile,  I  came  upon  Brigadier-Gleneral  Kershaw  ad- 
vancing with  his  brigade  through  the  open  field 
xspon  the  eminence  near  to  which  we  had  cap- 
tored  the  battery  of  nine  Kuns  in  onr  advance,  and 
where  I  saw  the  United  States  flag  now  floating, 
tiie  position  having  been  reoccnpied  by  the  en- 
emy. Here  I  learned  that  Major* Gkn^ral  Hood 
haa  been  wonnded.  Colonel  Cunningham,  of 
his  staff,  informed  me  that  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw's  brigade  was  much  ne^ed  to  attack 
the  position  in  its  front,  and  I  consequently  had 
to  seek  farther  for  support  I  sent  Captain 
Bkkemore,  who  ioined  me  here,  to  find  and  bring 
up  General  McNair's  brigade,  and,  after  riding 
sometime,  I  foimd  on  the  road,  approaching  my 
command,  Major-Cbneral  Hindman  and  Brig- 
adier-General Anderson,  to  whom  my  Aid  had 
ccnnmunicated  my  necessities  and  wishes.  Be- 
ing informed  that  Brigadier-Gkneral  Deas'  bri- 
nMie  would  move  to  support  my  left,  and  that 
General  Anderson  was  then  advancing  to  fill  up 
the  vacancy  on  my  right,  I  returned  to  my  com- 
mand with  a  view  to.  driving  the  enemy  from 
my  flank,  directed  Dent's  battery  to  open  fire  to 
&e  rear  of  the  eminence,  about  six  hundred 
yards  to  our  right,  on  which  I  had  seen  the 
United  States  flag  floating,  and  on  which  1  left 
Kershaw's  brigade  advancing. 

More  than  an  hour  had  now  been  spent  in  this 
position,  and  I  resolved  to  press  forward  my 
tine,  even  before  support  reached  me.  I  there- 
foare  proceeded  to  form  my  line,  fSekcing  to  the 
north,  alone  and  in  continuation  of  the  north 
«id  of  the  field ;  Gregg's  brigade  on  the  right 
and  Johnson's  bru^ade  on  the  left,  eztendmg 
through  the  com  &ld  south  of  VUletoes'  house 
and  to  the  Crawfish  road.  My  line  being  formed,  I 
was  advised  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  ridee 
beyond  Yilletoe's  com  field  and  west  of  the 
Crawfish  road,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary 
to  protect  our  left  flank  by  skirmishers  thrown 
out  in  that  direction  from  Johnson's  bri^ide. 
The  advance  commenced  about  &e  time  Deas' 
brigade  formed,  facing  to  the  west  on  the  ridge 
'we  had  just  left  I  directed  Brinidier-General 
Deas  to  move  his  brigade  directiy  to  its  front 
imtil  his  right  flank  should  reach  the  position  of 
my  left,  then  to  wheel  to  the  right,  sweeping 
the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish  r(^,  and  come 
np  and  form  on  tlie  left  of  my  line  of  battle. 

The  arest  of  the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge 
north  of  YiUetoe's  house  extends  east  and  west 
in  its  gener^  direction,  but  crosses  to  the  south 
about  ihe  middle.  At  the  east  and  west  ends 
of  the  crest  are  tiie  most  elevated  points  of  the 
fpors.  On  the  slope  north  of  the  west  end  is 
fibodgrass'  house,  at  tirhich  were  the  head- 
qparten  of   Generals  Boeeonms  and  Thomas 


during  the  latter  part  of  the  battle.  Towards 
the  south  the  slope  from  the  crest  is  gradual  for 
some  distance  in  several  places ;  and  especially 
so  at  the  west  end,  and  terminates  towards  the 
cove  in  an  abrupt,  serrated  declivity,  presenting 
to  our  approach  from  the  south  several  second- 
ary spurs  or  kn6bs,  with  intervening  short  ra- 
vines. Along  the  crest  of  this  spur  the  last 
desperate  struggle  of  the  northern  army  was 
made  at  the  batue  of  Chickamauga. 

Gregg's  and  Johnson's  brigades,  followed  by 
Dent's  and  Everett's  batteries,  advanced  in  line 
towards  the  north,  the  left  passing  over  the 
wagons,  caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  near 
YiUetoe  8  house  and  reaching  to  the  Crawfish 
road.  There  were  a  nimiber  of  wounded  Fed- 
erals at  YiUetoe's  house.  The  ladies  of  the 
family,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  danger  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  beneath  the  floor,  now 
burst  forth  and  greeted  our  soldiers  with  slap- 
ping of  huids  and  shouts  of  joy,  presenting  an 
mipressive  scene.  The  brow  of  the  secondary 
spurs  north  of  Yilletoe's  house  were  gained 
without  resistance  by  Gregg's  and  Johnson's 
brigades,  and  by  Anderson^,  which  had  come 
up  on  our  right,  during  our  advance.  The  line 
was  then  halted,  the  angnment  connected,  and 
the  two  rcRiments  of  (kegg's  brigade  which 
were  formed  on  the  left  of  my  line  m  the  morn- 
ing, now  retumed  to  their  brigade.  Four  of 
Dent's  Napoleon  guns  and  Everett's  battery  of 
three  guns  were  placed  in  position  on  the  spur 
occupied  by  Johnson's  brigade,  and  two  nieces 
of  Dent's  battery  were  placed  upon  the  hill  with 
Gregg's  br^ade.  There  was  now  no  support 
on  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigade,  though  Deas' 
brigade  was  every  moment  expected  there. 

A  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  after 
the  artillery  had  opened  fire,  the  order  was 
given  to  advance  from  this  position  with  a  view 
of  gaining  the  main  crest  of  the  ridge  in  our 
front,  which  was  some  thousand  yards  distant 
on  our  left,  but  much  nearer  on  our  right  on 
account  of  its  curvature  to  the  south  m  the 
middle.  The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  left 
before  it  advanced  one  hundred  yards.  Our 
movement  was,  however,  continued  for  a  time, 
until  mv  left  formed  a  position  in  which  it  was 
enabled  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  But  the 
Federab  moved  up  on  our  flank  along  a  second- 
ary spur,  which  united  at  the  elevation  at  the 
west  end  of  the  main  ridge  with  that  upon 
which  Johnson's  brigade  was  fighting,  and  this 
movement  was  held  m  check  some  time  by  our 
troops  firing  obliquely  to  the  left  The  advance 
of  Brigadier-Greneral  Anderson  on  our  extreme 
right  was  a  gallant  and  impetuous  charge.  It 
encountered  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  posted 
in  a  strong  position,  from  which  they  poured  a 
volume  of  fire  that  speedily  repulsed  the  charge. 
Gregg's  brigade  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridee, 
after  a  sharp  contest,  driving  the  foe  down  tne 
northern  slope  of  the  ridge  and  delivering  a 
damaging  fire  in  tiie  retreating  masses ;  but  the 
enemy  returned  to  the  attack,  and  there  being 
now  no  support  on  our  right,  the  line  commenced 
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falling  back  on  the  flank,  jnst  after  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tillman,  commanding  the  Forty-first 
Tennessee  regiment,  was  disabled  by  a  wonnd. 
The  Third  Tennessee  regiment,  with  about  forty 
men  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  and  Seventii 
Texas  regiments,  on  the  left  of  this  brigade, 
claims  to  have  held  its  advanced  position  until 
Johnson's  brigade  fell  back  under  the  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  on  its  left  In  retiring,  this 
regiment  had  six  men  captured.  As  my  line  fell 
back,  our  artillery  opened  with  canister,  and  was 
gallantly  served  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry until  the  troops,  rallying  in  line  at  the 
battmes,  repulsed  the  charge  of  the  foe. 

I  now  gave  orders  to  hold  the  hill,  and  await 
the  reinforcements  from  Hindman's  division  mo- 
mentarily eiroected.  Soon  Manigault's  brigade 
was  seen  advancing  in  line  of  battle  through 
Villetoe*s  corn-field,  in  the  cove  in  our  rear.  As 
it  came  up  on  the  left  of  my  line,  Brigadier- 
General  Deas  reported  in  person,  having  with 
his  brig^e  swept  the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish 
road.  Having  sent  a  sts^  officer  to  place  these 
two  brigades  in  line  on  my  left,  I  rode  toward 
the  right,  and  met  Greneral  Hindman,  who  di- 
rected me  to  take  command  of  the  left  wine  and 
wheel  to  the  right,  making  the  right  of  my  divis- 
ion the  pivot  McNair'sDrigade,  under  Colonel 
Coleman,  now  came  up  and  formed  a  line  in  rear 
'of  the  left  of  my  division.  I  also  detailed  ten 
men  from  Johnson's  brigade  to  assist  in  working 
the  guns  of  Dent's  battery. 

Our  line,  from  left  to  right,  was  formed  of  bri- 
gades in  the  following  order,  viz. :  Deas',  Mani- 
Siulf  s,  Johnson's,  Gregg's,  and  Anderson's,  with 
cNair's  brigade  in  rear  of  Johnson's.  Deas' 
brigade  occupied  the  brow  of  the  steep  spur 
which  forms  tne  north  side  of  the  gorge,  tnrough 
which  the  Crawfish  road  passes  Missionary  | 
Ridge.  Manigault's  stretched  across  the  ravine 
and  extended  up  the  side  of  the  adjacent  spur 
to  the  right,  on  which  Johnson's  and  McNair's 
brigades,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
posted.  Gregg's  brigade  was  formed  on  a  spur 
of  some  greater  length,  extending  more  towards 
the  east,  and  separated  in  part  from  the  main 
ridge  by  a  hollow,  with  a  piece  of  table  land  at 
its  head  to  the  west  Anderson's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines  on  the  right,  the  front  line 
extending  up  to  the  slope  of  tiie  spur  on  which 
Gregg's  brigade  was  formed,  on  the  left  and 
across  the  hollow  on  the  right  The  section  of 
Dent's  artillery  with  Gregg's  brigade  in  the  last 
attack  was  now  moved  to  the  nollow  on  the 
rieht,  ready  to  be  rup  up  by  hand  on  the  main 
riage  as  soon  as  it  should  be  carried.  Kershaw's 
brigade  was  somewhere  on  the  right  of,  but  not 
connected  with,  Anderson's  brigade. 

I  proceeded  in  person  to  put  the  line  in  mo- 
tion. Conunencing  with  Deas'  brigade,  and  giv- 
ing careful  instructionJB  to  preserve  the  dress 
and  connection  to  the  right,  I  passed  along  the 
line  until  I  saw  it  all  gallantly  moving  forward. 
A  most  obstinate  struggle  now  commenced  for 
the  possession  of  this  spxa  of  Missionary  Ridee 
— the  last  stronghold  of  liie  enemy  on  the  batife- 


field  of  Chickamauga.  Our  artillery  opened  on 
the  brow  of  the  ridge  and  the  in^try  became 
inmiediately  engaged.  "Hie  firing  was  very  heavy 
on  both  sides,  and  showed  that  the  enemy  were 
in  strong  force  in  our  front,  supported  by  artil- 
lery posted  near  the  junction  of  the  two  spurs 
on  wnich  Deas'  and  Johnson's  brigades*  respect- 
ively moved.  Our  line  pressed  determinedly  for- 
ward for  some  time,  keeping  up  an  incessant 
fire  with  small  arms.  But  the  enemy  now  evi- 
dently received  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops, 
which  advanced  with  a  shout  that  was  heard  all 
along  our  lines,  and  we  were  driven  back  to  our 
guns.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  fr(»n 
prisoners  captured  that  the  reinforcements  were 
a  part  of  Gfeneral  Granger's  corps,  which  we 
fought  the  rest  of  the  day.  Deas'  brigade,  and 
the  part  of  Manigaulf  s  next  to  it,  fell  heudk  to 
the  foot  of  the  hm ;  Anderson's  fell  back  to  its 
first  position,  and  these  three  brigades,  save  two 
regiments  of  Manigault's  next  to  Johnson's  bri- 
gSMcle,  did  not  again  enter  the  fight    ' 

In  falling  back  on  the  spur  on  which  John- 
son's brigade  and  the  two  batteries  fought^ 
McNair's  brigade,  which  formed  a  second  line, 
mingled  with  the  troops  of  the  first  line  on  the 
left  of  Johnson's  and  the  right  of  the  two  rai- 
ments of  Manigault's  brigade,  and  continued  to 
fight  in  that  position  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  retreat  on  this  hill  was  precipitate,  a^ 
called  for  all  the  exertions  I  comd  commaad  to 
prevent  many  of  the  troops  from  abandoning  it 
The  officers,  however,  joined  with  every  energy 
and  zeal  in  the  effort  to  stay  the  retreat,  and  by 
appeals,  conmiands,  and  physical  efforts,  all  save 
a  few  who  persisted  in  skulking  behind  trees  or 
l3dng  idly  on  the  ground,  were  brought  up  to 
our  lines  in  support  of  the  artillery.  In  ^ 
meantime  our  batteries  were  promptly  opened 
and  gallantly  served  amid  a  shower  of  the  ene- 
my's buUets,  and,  together  with  the  best  and 
bravest  of  our  infant]^,  who  promptly  rallied  on 
our  artillery,  poured  such  a  volume  of  fire  upon 
the  advancing  foe  that  his  onward  progress  wis 
effectually  stayed. 

I  cannot  here  speak  too  highly  of  tiie  eallantnr 
of  the  men  and  officers  of  Dent's  and  Everetti 
batteries  on  this  occasion.  It  elicited  mv  high- 
est admiration,  and  I  at  once  endeavored  invol- 
untarily to  express  personally  to  the  comnmnden 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  work  they  had  so 
nobly  done.  It  is  claimed  by  Johnson's  brigade 
that  they  rallied  to  a  man  at  the  battery.  I  mar 
be  permitted  to  say  for  these  noble  men,  with 
whom  I  have  so  long  been  associated,  that  I 
then  felt  that  every  man  in  the  brigade  was  a 
hero.  Of  Gregg's  brigade  I  can  spe^  in  no  \em 
exalted  terms.  All,  indeed,  who  now  partici- 
pated in  this  final,  protracted,  and  trying  strag- 
gle, merit  the  highest  praise. 

All  our  troops  had  now  suffered  severely  here 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  field.  Hwdman's  di- 
vision, it  is  understood,  had  been  especially 
weakened  in  the  conflict  before  it  came  to  our 
support  Neither  McNair*s,  Gregg's  nor  John- 
son s  brigades  mustered  over  five  hundred  gonsL 
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The  part  of  Manigaalf  b  brigade  adjacent  to  my 
divisiOD,  i^ut  two  regimentB,  under  Colonel 
RecMi,  of  the  Thirt^-fonrth  Alabama  regiment, 
participated  in  the  mvincible  spirit  which  fired 
our  men,  and  continued  to  fight  with  ub.  I 
ordered  that  ^e  hill  should  be  held  at  all 
hazards,  and  determined  that  all  should  be  lost 
before  I  would  abandon  it  I  felt  that  this  posi- 
ticm  (on  the  extreme  left)  was  one  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  might  determine  the  fate  of  Hie 
daj.  Indeed,  defeat  here  would  have  let  the 
enemy's  right  swing  back  around  our  left  flank, 
over  the  strong  positions  we  had  won;  and 
here,  as  at  Mumeesboro',  where  all  our  move- 
ments  on  the  left  Imd  been  very  similar,  a  chance 
for  victory  might  be  lost 

About  this  time  my  Aid,  Captain  W.  T.  Blake- 
more,  reported  to  me  some  two  hundred  men  of 
Bennin^  s  brigade,  in  our  rear,  under  command 
of  a  Major,  whose  name  is  not  recollected.  Upon 
going  to  it,  the  ofiBcer  in  command  reported  it 
utteny  unserviceable  on  account  of  i^  having 
been  cut  up  and  demoralized.  I  consequently 
did  not  put  it  in  the  fight 

The  enemy  where  not  whipped,  and  the  con- 
flict still  raeed  with  varying  fortune.  Repeatedly 
our  men  advanced,  and  were  in  turn  forced  to 

F'leld  a  portion  of  ^e  ground  they  had  gained, 
directed  our  men  to  advance  as  far  as  possible, 
then  hold  their  position  and  never  retreat  We 
thus  gradually  approached  the  crest  of  the 
ridge. 

At  about  five  p.  m.,  I  sent  my  acting  Aid-de- 
Ounp,  Lieutenant  Qeorge  Marcnbanks,  Confed- 
erate States  army,  back  to  the  foot  of  tiie  ridge, 
to  request  Brigadier-GeneralB  Deas  and  Mani- 

S.ult  to  bring  up  their  brigades  to  my  support 
eutenant  iSeyrchliankB  reports  that  Brigaoier- 
General  Deas  replied  that,  on  consultation  with 
Brigadier-Greneral  Manigault,  they  had  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  put  their  commands 
in  the  same  position  without  the  support  of 
fresh  troops. 

Over  three  hours  passed  in  this  conflict  iu 
wMch  officers  and  men  toiled  on  and  manifested 
more  perseverance,  determination  and  endurance 
likan  I  have  ever  before  witnessed  on  any  field. 
We  had  now  slowly  driven  the  enemy  on  the 
left,  up  the  gradual  ascent,  about  half  a  mile,  to 
the  coveted  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  they  made 
the  last  desperate  resistance;  and  our  lines 
gradually  new  stronger  and  stronger  under  the 
aoimatine  hope  of  victory  so  nearly  within  our 
grasp,  it  was  finally  nearly  sunset,  when  a 
simmtaneous  advance  swept  along  our  whole 
hues,  and,  witlx  a  shout,  we  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  ridge,  and  pursued  them  far  down  the 
northern  slope  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  hollow 
beyond.  We  had  now  completely  flanked  and 
passed  to  the  rear  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
on  the  ridge  to  our  right,  and  I  am  convinced  we 
thus  aided  in  finally  carrying  the  heights  south 
of  Snodgrass's  house. 

About  the  time  the  ridge  was  carried.  Colonel 
Trigg,  of  Preston's  division,  reported  to  me  with 
a  part  of  his  brigade.    I  sent  Captain  Terry,  of 


the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  who  was 
wounded  and  mounted  on  horseback,  to  place 
Trigg's  command  on  our  right,  and  it  reUeved 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  was  out  of  ammunition. 

I  now  proceeded  to  reform  my  line,  which^in 
the  pursuit,  I  regret  to  say,  was  entirely  broken, 
owing  in  part  to  the  pecuuar  conformation  of  the 
ground  over  which  we  passed.  I  still  hoped  to 
follow  up  the  retreatine  foe. 

After  I  ordered  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri- 
gades to  form  on  Trigg's,  tiiis  brigade  suddenly 
disappeared,  called  away,  no  doubC  to  co-operate 
with  Kelly's  brigade  in  capturing  the  two  regi- 
ments of  General  Granger's  corps,  which  sur- 
rendered to  them  about  dark.  Ifelt  now  ^at  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  advance,  discoimected  as  my 
command  was,  and  it  being  now  dark,  nearly 
eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  withdrew  it  seme  two  htm- 
dred  and  fifty  yards  to  a  good  positiou  near  the 
top  of  the  riage,  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front, 
and  sent  scouts  to  find  the  enemy. 

My  line  was  arranged  for  the  night  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

The  two  regiments  of  Manigault's  brigade, 
imder  Colonel  Reed,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  and  the  left  thrown  back  to 
protect  our  flank,  and  in  succession  to  the  right, 
were  aligned  to  Johnson's,  McNair's  and  Greeg's 
brigades.  On  my  right,  Trigg's  and  Kefiy's 
subsequently  formed.  About  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  abandonine  all  hopes  of  advancing  further, 
I  rode  away  ana  searched  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  for  the  headquarters  of  the  army  or  the 
wing,  with  a  view  to  making  a  report  of  my 
position.  Failing  in  this  attempt,  I  returned  to 
mv  compaand  worn  out  with  the  toils  of  the  day. 
The  following  morning  revealed  to  us  the  fact 
^at  the  enemy  had  left  us  in  possession  of  the 
field.  Details  were  now  made  to  collect  the 
spoils  and  bury  the  dead. 

I  ought  here  to  mention  the  heroic  efforts  on 
the  part  of  officers  and  men  which  came  under 
my  observation;  but,  for  want  of  personal 
acquaintance  wi&  the  parties,  I  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  all.  I  especially  noticed  the  faithful  toil 
and  heroic  conduct  of  Lieutenant43olonel  Rey- 
nolds, of  the  first  battalion  of  dismounted  rifles, 
McNair's  brigade,  who  was  conspicuous  in  his 
efforts  to  preserve  our  lines  and  encourage  and 
press  on  our  men.  For  hours  he,  with  many . 
other  officers,  faithfully  and  incessantly  labored 
in  this  duty.  In  this  connection  I  must,  in 
justice,  mention  Colonel  J.  S.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  commanding  John- 
son's brigade ;  Colonel  R.  H. '  Keble,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Floyd  and  Captain  Terry,  of  the  Seven- 
teentii  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Snowden,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Greeg, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment.  To 
Colonel  Suggs,  I  feel  especially  indebted  for 
his  gallant,  able  and  efficient  services  in 
commanding  Gregg's  brigade.  He  is  a  good 
and  meritorious  officer.  Colonel  Walker  and 
LieutenantOolonel  Clack,  of  the  Third  Teur 
uessee ;  Cobnel  Grace,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee ; 
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OwtaiQ  Gartas,  of  the  Fiftielli  Tennessee, 
and  Captain  Osbum,  of  the  Foiijr-first  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  all  of  Greggs  brigade, 
merit  special  commendation  for  their  services 
im  this  protracted  struggle.  To  the  courage 
and  fortitude  of  the  men  of  this  brigade,  as 
well  as  to  every  other  brigade  which  s&uggled 
with  them  in  our  last  persistent  efforts  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  their  final  position,  I  trust  the 

S roper  sense  of  gratitude  will  be  awarded, 
olonel  Coleman,  commanding  McNair*s  brigade, 
did  eallant  service  and  carried  his  command 
faithnillv  through  all  the  varying  fortunes  of 
tiie  field,  on  the  left,  to  the  very  close  of  the 
fight  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  specify  more 
particularly  the  services  of  meritorious  ofiBcers 
of  this  brigade. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient 
use  msMie  of  artillery  in  my  command.  My  pur- 
pose in  accordance  with  preconceived  notions, 
was  to  keep  my  artillery  employed  to  the  utmost 
practicable  extent  in  conjunction  with  my  in- 
rantry ;  and  my  little  experience  on  this  battle- 
field, only  determines  me  on  all  like  occasions  to 
improve  on  my  practice  of  this  day. 

1  need  add  nothing  more  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  (^ptain  Dent  and  Lieutenant 
Everett,  conmianding  batteries  in  my  lines,  or 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  men  under  &eir  com- 
mands. 

I  have  to  regret  that  no  report  has  been  fur- 
nished me  by  Captain  Culpeper,  commanding 
the  battery  attached  to  McNair's  brigade ;  ana 
I  also  regret  that  neither  this  battery  nor  Bled- 
soe's First  Missouri  battery,  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  R.  Wood,  and  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade,  for  reasons  not  known  to  me, 
followed  their  brigades  or  participated  in  our 
fight  for  Missionary  Ridge,  where  th^  would 
have  won  unfading  laurels  for  every  officer  and 
man  attached  to  them. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  my  Brigade  Inspector, 
Second  Lieutenant  M.  W.  Black,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  distinguished  him 
throughout  my  command,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
scarcely  do  histice  to  his  services.  He  was 
always  in  the  moments  of  severest  conflict 
among  the  foremost  ranks,  reckless  and  indif- 
ferent to  danger.  Ardent,  active,  and  zealous, 
he  has  proven  himself  a  most  valuable  officer 
on  the  field  of  battle.  While  personally  direct- 
ing a  piece  of  artillery  in  tibe  nght  on  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  he 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  ball  that  crushed 
his  lower  jaw  and  carried  away  part  of  his 
tongue.  Bus  speedy  recovery  is,  however,  now 
hopefully  anticipated. 

To  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore, 
who  has  served  with  me  m  every  conflict  of  this 
army  as  well  as  at  Donelson,  and  always  with 
honor  and  ability,  I  am  indebted  for  much  valu- 
able service  on  the  field,  and  he  merits  more 
than  I  can  say  for  him  hero. 

My  Brigade  Inspector,  Lieutenant  K  R. 
Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  my  aoting  Aid-de^}ampy  Second  Lieutenant 


Gkorge  Marchbanks,  of  the  Confederate  States 
army,  gallantly  and  failiifuUy  labored  witfa  me 
on  the  nineteeniii  aud  twentieth  of  September, 
and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
them  for  the  zeaJ  and  intelligenoe  with  whicii 
they  performed  their  respective  duties. 

To  the  medical  staff  of  each  brigade  of  this 
division  I  desire  to  tender  my  gratenii  acknowl- 
edgments for  their  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vices in  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

To  my  efficient  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant 
James  B.  Lake,  I  feel  that  a  special  acknowledg- 
ment is  due  as  well  for  all  his  faithful  services 
past,  as  for  the  prompt  supplies  which  he  far- 
nished  m^  whole  division  from  a  brigade  (vd- 
nance  tram,  and  yet,  at  the  close  of  ihe  battle, 
exhibiting  greater  abundance  of  stores  on  hand 
than  at  its  commencement 

In  conclusion,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
severests  conflicts  in  which  my  command  was 
engaged  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga,  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  and  in  the 
morning  and  evening  of  the  twenties  8^ 
tember. 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  my  com- 
mand suffered  as  much  in  three  hours  as  during 
the  whole  day  of  the  twentieth  September. 

On  Sunday,  my  command  suffered  severely 
until  the  enemy's  breastworks  were  carried  in 
the  morning,  and  again  during  the  contest  for 
tiie  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge,  in  the  evening. 

My  division  commenced  to  fight  in  the  front 
line  on  the  nineteenth  of  September,  and  fought 
in  the  front  Une  tiirough  tiie  conflict  of  both  days, 
and  at  the  close  was  far  in  advance  of  afl  sup- 

Eort,  as  it  was  also  at  different  times  during  the 
ttter  day. 

The  strength  of  my  command  and  the  number 
of  casualties  are  hereunto  appended,  'the  lists 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  Gh^g's  and 
Johnson's  brigades  were  forwarded  on  die 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  but  no  list  has  yet 
been  furnished  bv  McNair's  brigade,  and  tiie 
aggregates  are  only  given  by  Colonel  Coleman, 
who  commanded  this  brigade  after  Genoal  Mo- 
Nair  was  wounded. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral K  McNair  or  Gr^g. 

Everett's  batterv  vred  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  roundb. 

Bledsoe's  battery  fired  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  rounds. 

Culpeper's  battery  not  reported. 

Dent's  battery  not  reported,  as  it  bekmgB  to 
Hindman's  division,  though  it  fou^t  with  mine 
from  about  one  p.  m.,  until  sunset  twei^d^ 
September,  1863. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  lienteninti 
Everett  and  Wood,  commanding  batteries  at- 
tached respectively  to  Johnson's  and  Gregg's 
brigades,  and  the  reports  of  Colonels  8ugg% 
Coleman,  and  Fulton,  commanding  brigades. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obMient  servant, 

B.  R.  J<«X809, 
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McKtir's,*. 


36 

100 
Al 


WOfJKMDl 


28 
89 


348 
436 
888 


18 

1 


86 
17 


867 
607 
461 


*  Aggregates  only  fi- 
nished In  this  brigade. 


Report  qf  Cificen  and  Men  taken  into  action  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  September,  1863. 


JciiDaon%, 
McMair'B,* 


19lBi 


108 
134 
100 


761 
1,218 
1,107 


860 
1,352 
1^7 


30BI 


61 
96 


406 
753 


666 

848 


*  Not  ftirntehed  for 
20th. 


Aggregate  infastryy  8,428. 


1»XB 


I 


•  < 


SOm 


I 


Brerett's,... 
Ovlpeper's,* 
Bkdsoe'g,. . . 


84 
80 
81 


87 

84 
84 


67 


86 

'n" 


«  Not  fbmlshed  for 
20th. 


AgpegBte  artUlery,  260. 

BEFOBT  OF  BBIO.-OEN.  GIST,  OOlOfANDINO  IHVI8I0N. 

HBADQUAsms  Gist's  Bbkumi,  \ 

NmAB  OeuTtAMOooA,  Tarn.,  Getober  14, 1888.  j 

Oaptain  J.  B,  Gumming,  Assistant  Acffutant-Oen- 

eral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  participation  of  the  troops 
Tuider  my  conunand  in  the  battle  of  Chickamanga 
on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  September  last : 

Being  ordered  with  my  brigade— consisting 
of  the  Fonrth  Georgia  volmiteers.  Colonel  P.  H. 
Colquitt  conamanding ;  the  Twenty-fourth  South 
Oarolhia  volunteers,  Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens  com- 
manding; the  8ixth  Sou^  Carolina  volunteers, 
Colonel  James  McCnllough  commanding;  the 
E^hth  (leoma  battalion  of  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
antColonel  L.  Napier  commanding,  and  Fergu- 
son's light  battery.  Lieutenant  Beauregard  com- 
manding— to  Rome,  Geor^a,  upon  detached 
service,  I  did  not  engage  m  the  affiiirs  of  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenlh  of  September,  with 

ToL.  X.— Doa       27 


the  othe/  troops  of  the  reserve  corps  of  Major- 
(Jeneral  W.  fl.  T.  Walker.  On  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday,  the  seventeenth  of  September,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding  to 
report,  with  my  brigade,  at  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  was  further  informed  that  transportation  by 
rail  would  be  afforded  me.  I  left  Rome  the  next 
morning,  upon  the  arrived  of  the  trains,  with  Ihe 
Twenty-fourth  South  Carolma  volunteers.  Eighth 
Greorgia  battalion,  three  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Georgia  volunteers,  and  Ferguson's  battery, 
there  not  being  cars  sufficient  for  the  remainder 
of  the  command.  Upon  reaching  Kingston,  I 
urged  the  transportation  agent  to  send  forwa^ 
additional  cars  tor  that  portion  of  the  brigade 
still  at  Rome,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  would 
do  so  promptly.  I  subsequently  telegraphed 
him  from  Rinegold  to  hasten  on  &e  rest  of  the 
conmiand.  The  result  was  that  the  Sixteenth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  and  my  battery  did 
not  join  me  until  ^e  morning  of  the  twenlgr- 
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third  of  September,  three  days  after  the  battle. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  terminus  of  the  raihoad, 
Gatoosa  (wood  station),  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  I  rode  forward  to  Ringgold  for 
orders  and  to  obtain  wagons  for  my  reserve  am- 
munition, my  own  train  being  left  with  the  di- 
vision upon  my  departure  for  Rome.  In  a  few 
hours  I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  guard  and  convoy  to  the  army  a 
large  ordnance  train  that  would  be  formed  and 
reported  to  me.  This  train  was  not  reported 
until  near  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  With  the  tndn  in 
charge,  having  procured  a  reliable  guide  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Evans,  of  Ringgold,  I  reached 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  di- 
rected to  cross  Chickamauga  Creek,  if  possible, 
about  simrise  upon  the  morning  of  the  twentieth, 
after  a  most  fatiguing  march  during  the  entire 
night  I  reported  my  arrival  with  the  train  to 
army  headquarters,  and,  being  relieved  of  further 
charge  of  it,  was  directed  to  march  forward  to  a 
point  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  bridge  and 
there  await  further  orders.  After  remaining  at 
this  position  some  twenty  minutes,  I  was  order- 
ed, by  a  stafif  ofScer  of  the  General  command- 
ing, to  move  forward,  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk,  and  join  Major-(^neral  Walker's 
corps,  being  at  the  same  time  placed  under  the 
guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  Polk  ;  he 
turned  over  the  direction  of  my  command  to  a 
second  officer  of  the  same  staff,  and  he  to  a 
third  officer.  With  considerable  difficulty,  and 
after  marching  for  some  time,  I  reached  the  di- 
vision to  which  I  was  attached.  Upon  report- 
ing my  command,  at  this  time  numbering  only 
nine  hundred  and  eighty,  aggregate,  I  was  or- 
dered by  Major-General  Wi&er  to  at  once  as- 
sume command  of  the  division,  consisting  of 
Brigadier-General  Ector's,  CJolonel  Wilson's  and 
my  own  brigade— the  brigades  of  Ector  and 
Wilson  numbering  about  five  hundred  each, 
having  suffered  heavy  losses  in  the  engagement 
on  the  previous  day.  Lieutenant-Genend  D.  H. 
Hill  was  present  when  I  reported  to  Generals 
Polk  and  Walker,  and,  as  I  was  turning  off  to 
assume  command  of  the  division,  requested 
Major-General  Walker  to  send  a  brigade  to  the 
support  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion that  was  hotly  engaged  in  our  front  and 
upon  our  left  Major-Cfeneral  Walker  indicated 
one  of  General  Liddell's  brigades  near  by.  Gen- 
eral Hill  asked  for  Gist's  brigade,  B&yme  he  had 
heard  of  that  brigade.  General  Wfidker  re- 
marked that  Gist's  brigade  is  just  coming  up, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  General  HiS.  I 
did  80 ;  the  brigade  being  now  under  conmiand 
of  Colonel  P.  H.  Colquitt,  of  the  Fourth  Geor- 

fia  volunteers,  he  at  once  reported  and  received 
is  instructions  from  General  Hill.  General 
Walker  then  directed  me  to  report  the  other 
two  brigades  also  to  General  Hill,  which  was 
prompt^^  done.  Colonel  Colquitt  having  his  in- 
structions from  General  Hill,  advanced  his  com- 
mand in  the  direction  indicated,  being  caution- 
ed that  he  was  tf)  support  General  Breckinridge, 
two  of  whose  brigades  was  reported  in  his  im- 
mediate front    I  was  afterwards  directed  by 


General  Hill  to  follow  up  and  support  the  ad- 
vance of  the  first  brigade  with  the  brigades  of 
Ector  and  Wilson.  Colonel  Colquitt,  upon  ad- 
vancing a  few  hundred  jrards  in  the  woods  be- 
fore hun,  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  and  massed  behind  a 
breastwork  oi  lo^s,  the  ti'oops  reported  in  his 
front  having  retired  before  the  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy.  The  direction  taken  by  Colquitt 
was  also  too  far  to  the  right,  and  the  left  regiment 
(Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  volunteers)  only 
came  directly  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  whi^ 
were  so  disposea  by  a  salient  as  to  rake  the  en- 
tire front  of  the  brigade  as  it  came  forward, 
with  a  severe  and  oestructive  enfilading  fire. 
The  brigade  could  not  have  changed  direction, 
as  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  not  discovered 
by  Colonel  Colquitt  until  tiie  left  was  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  breastworks;  the  right, 
however,  changed  front  sufficiently  to  become 
directly  engaged.  Colonel  Colquitt  did  not  re- 
connoitre the  position,  as  he  was  instructed  that 
our  troops  were  in  his  front  The  enemy  now 
poured  forth  a  most  destructive  and  well-aimed 
nre  upon  the  entire  line,  and  though  it  wavered 
and  recoiled  under  the  shock,  yet  by  the  exCT- 
tions  of  the  gallant  Colquitt,  nobly  seconded  by 
Colonels  Stevens,  Capers,  and  other  brave  and 
true  officers,  order  was  promptly  restored,  and 
for  some  twenty-five  minutes  the  terrific  fire 
was  withstood  and  returned  with  marked  effect 
by  the  gallant  little  band. 

It  was  here  that  the  lamented  Colquitt  was 
mortally  wounded  whilst  cheering  on  his  com- 
mand ;  and,  in  quick  succession,  the  iroiMierved 
Stevens  and  the  intrepid  Capers  were  se- 
riously wounded  and,  among  others  who  de- 
serve to  live  in  their  coimtry's  memory,  yielded 
up  tiieir  life-blood.  One  third  of  the  gaUant 
command  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  Reel- 
ing under  the  storm  of  bullets,  having  lost  aU 
but  two  of  their  field  officers,  the  bng^e  fell 
back,  fighting,  to  the  position  from  which  they 
advanced.  The  brigade  of  Ector  and  Wilson 
kept  up  their  fire  from  the ,  The  ene- 
my dia  not  venture  beyond  their  works,  so  se- 
verely had  they  suffered,  until  I  was  directed 
by  General  Hill  to  withdraw  my  men  to  the  po- 
sition they  occupied  before  advancing,  and  re- 
form my  whole  line  in  rear  of  the  batteries, 
some  few  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  ene- 
my's position.  This  order  was  gallantly  ex- 
tended under  a  heavy  fire,  by .  Cdptain  iL  P. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-Genenu.  Our  lines 
being  re-established,  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  a  general 
advance  was  ordered. 

Major  A.  M.  Speer,  with  seven  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  having  come  up, 
my  own  brigade,  now  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Napier,  ?Fas  increased  to  soine 
one  thousand  four  hundred  men  and  officers.  I 
was  directed  by  Major-Gkmeral  Walker  to  siq> 
port  the  advance  of  General  LdddeH's  division. 
Upon  reaching  tiie  Chattanooga  road.  General  lid- 
dell  found  his  command  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
on  both  flanks  and  fell  back  to  my  rear.    Thegat^ 
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lant  Fourth  Georgia,  occupyiDg  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  eager  to  avenge  their  beloved  Colonel, 
the  brave  Captain  Cooper  and  other  true  officers 
of  the  r^^iment,  with  a  loud  cheer,  led  by  their 
brave  Major,  charged  through  the  woods  before 
them,  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  some 
forty  prisoners.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
followed  up  handsomely  the  advance  upon  the 
left.  Upon  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road,  the 
force  of  the  enemy  that  engaged  and  fired  upon 
the  flanks  of  Greneral  LiddelFs  division  h&U  re- 
tired from  view ;  and,  not  being  aware  of  any 
support  upon  my  right,  I  at  once  halted  the 
command,  threw  out  skirmishers  to  my  front 
and  upon  m^  right  flank,  and  sent  information 
of  my  position  to  Major-General  Walker.  The 
brigades  of  General  Ector  and  Colonel  Wilson  ad- 
vancing, took  up  position  to  the  left  of  the  first 
brigade  without  encountering  anv  serious  oppo- 
sition. Not  receiving  any  further  orders,  and 
night  being  nearly  upon  us,  we  bivouacked 
upon  the  field  ot  victory.  General  Liddell, 
whose  command  was  promptly  re-formed,  came 
up  and  took  position  on  my  right  The  firing 
ceased ;  loud  cheers  went  up  toheaven,  and  the 
nandest,  most  important  battle  of  the  war  was 
fought  and  won. 

I  would  reepectfuDy  refer  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General 
Ector  and  (5)louel  Wuson  for  particulars  in  re- 
lation to  their  respective  commands,  and  ac- 
knowledge my  indebtedness  to  them  for  judicious 
and  efficient  snpport.  To  Major  B.  B.  Smith,  In- 
spector, Captain  M.  P.  King,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Lieutenant  L.  M.  Butler,  and  J.  C.  Hab- 
ersham, Aid-de-Ccunp,  of  my  staff,  I  am  under 
|;reat  obligations  for  valuable  assistance  in  re- 
forming commands,  extending  orders  imder 
heavy  fires  and  other  efficient  service.  Major 
J.  B  Green,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Captain  J. 
A.  Bowil,  acting  Brigade  Commissary,  and  Lieu- 
tenant J.  M.  Hunt,  acting  Brigade  Ordnance 
Officer,  were  at  their  post  and  in  efficient  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties.  I  would  re- 
commend to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  Col- 
onel C.  H.  Stevens,  Twenty-fourth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  who,  besides  being  severely 
wounded,  bad  two  horses  killed  under  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  the 
officers  and.  men  from  my  own  brigade,  repre- 
sented by  tiieir  commanding  officers,  as  having 
conducted  themselves  meritoriously  upon  the 
field  of  battle. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing 
my  satisfetction  at  Uie  conduct  and  efficiency  of 
the  officers,  and  my  admiration  for  the  brave 
and  soldierly  bearing  of  the  men  of  the  division 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga.  Their  rolls  of  killed  and 
wounded  testify  to  the  place  which  they  occu- 
pied in  the  picture. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
8.  R.  Gist, 
Brlgadier<<]feneral  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  E.  C.  WALTHALL. 

HXADQDAICIXKS  WALTHALL'S  BRIQADB,  \ 

K&AR  CoiTTAKOOGA,  Octobor  6,  188&   j 

Captain  O.  A.   WiUiams,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in 
what  concerns  my  own  command : 

On  Friday,  the  eighteenth  September,  about 
ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  head  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Walker's  column  reached  a  point  about  a 
half  mile  from  Alexander's  Bridge,  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  commanding  di- 
vision, to  form  line  of  battle,  with  the  left  of  my 
brigade  resting  on  the  road  leading  to,  the  bridge, 
and  to  move  forward,  guiding  left,  and  keeping 
the  road  to  mv  left  The  Une  was  formed  almost 
at  right  angles  to  the  road,  the  right  slightly 
retired,  ana  skirmishers,  covering  my  entire 
front,  were  thrown  forward  about  two  hundred 
yards. 

These  dispositions  made,  I  moved  forward 
through  a  dense  thicket,  and,  after  advancing 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  encountered  in  front  of  my  left 
and  centre,  the  two  regiments  on  the  right, 
Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane)  and  Twenty-seventh  Missis- 
sippi regiment  (Colonel  Campbell),  meeting  no 
opposition,  except  in  front  of  the  two  com- 
panies on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  regi- 
ment The  road  on  which  my  left  rested  in  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  turns  to  the  right 
at  a  point  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
bridge,  forming  a  right  angle.  At  this  point 
the  Thirty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  Major 
Pegram  conmianding,  and  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  Celonel  Scales  commanding,  in  ad- 
vancing passed  across  the  road  into  an  open 
field,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Brantley,  the  centre  regiment  of 
my  command,  being  immediately  opposite  the 
bridge,  was  stubbornly  resisted  for  about  fifteen 
minutes ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  regiments 
to  the  left  of  this,  driving  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy  before  them,  swung  round  under  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  through  an  open  field, 
until  the  line  tiiey  formed  was  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  that  formed  by  the  other  three  regi- 
ments, conforming  in  the  main  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  creek.  When  the  bridge  was 
gained  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, it  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek, 
which  along  my  line  was  narrow,  but  deep, 
with  steep  banks  and  impassable.  The  bridge 
had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy ;  but  this  fact, 
owing  to  the  density  of  the  undergrowth, 
could  not  be  ascertained  until  the  bank  of  the 
creek  was  occupied.  The  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Mississippi  regiments,  after  swinging 
to  the  right  as  above  mentioned  in  the  field, 
had  been  halted  by  their  commanders  and  the 
men  ordered  to  lie  down,  the  enemy  having  dis- 
appeared in  their  front  I  then  directed  the 
scdrmishers  of  these  regiments,  which  I  had  pre- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420 


REBELUON    RECORD,'  1862-46. 


vionfily  ordered  to  be  pressed  forward,  to  be  re- 
called, and  the  regiments  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  mitil  they  closed  up  an  interval  between 
the  Thirtieth  and  Twentv-ninth,  near  the  an^le 
in  the  line.  Fowler's  battery  of  my  brigade, 
daring  the  engagement,  was  put  in  position  by 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  left  of  my  line,  to  operate  on  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  which  had  been  shelling  my 
line,  but  the  enemy  withdrew  his  pieces  while 
Captain  Fowler  was  getting  in  position,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  the  bridge  was  taken.  In  this 
action  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  lost  heavily, 
and  in  the  Thirty-fourth  an  officer  and  twenty- 
four  enlisted  men  were  wounded.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  sustained  no  loss,  and  Twenty-seventh 
and  Thirtieth  but  slight.  When  the  condition 
of  the  bridge  was  reported  to  Major-CJeneral 
Walker,  he  directed  me  to  move  my  command 
by  the  right  flank,  under  the  direction  of  a  guide 
furnished  me,  towards  Byron's  Ford,  about  one 
mile  below  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  my  com- 
mand, followed  by  the  rest  of  Major-General 
Walker's  corps,  crossed,  without  opposition, 
and  moved  about  a  mile  towards  Lee  and  (Gor- 
don's Mill,  on  the  Vinyard  road.  Night,  in  the 
meantime,  coming  on,  I  halted,  under  orders 
from  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  and  the 
next  morning,  soon  after  daylight,  I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Grovan's  brieade. 
The  column  had  not  moved  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  when  it  was  halted,  and 
rested  on  the  road  side  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  ifrom  the  Brig- 
adier-General commanding  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle.  After  moving  forward  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  he  directed  mo  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and,  when  my  right  was  nearly  opposite  an 
old  shop  near  the  road,  to  halt,  and  front,  and  ad- 
vance inline  of  battle.  Just  here  a  staff  officer 
from  Major-General  Walker  came  to  me  with 
orders  to  move  rapidly  forward,  as  Ector's  and 
Wilson  s  brigades  were  badly  cut  up  and  largely 
outnumbered  by  the  enemy.  Soon  the  Greneral 
came  in  person,  and,  meeting  me  with  my  com- 
mand, gave  me  instructions  as  to  directions, 
localities,  &c.  With  Colonel  Govan's  brigade 
on  my  left,  I  moved  rapidly  forward  and  en- 
countered the  enemy  (before  I  had  advanced 
five  hundred  yards)  in  strong  force.  The  firing 
indicated  that  the  two  brigades  had  met  the 
enemy  along  the  whole  line  of  both  at  the  same 
time.  After  moving  forward  a  hundred  yards, 
or  so,  my  line  was  checked  for  a  moment  bv  a 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  but,  when 
ordered  to  advance,  the  whole  line  moved 
promptly  forward  with  a  shout,  breaking  the 
trst  and  then  the  second  line  of  the  enemy, 
passing  over  two  full  batteries  and  cajpturing 
four  hundred  and  eleven  prisoners,  of  whom 
twenty-three  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
prisoners,  in  the  main,  claimed  to  be  from  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixteenth 
United  States  infantry,  and  from  Company  H, 
Fifth  artillery,  and  one  First  Lieutenant  from 
Fourth  Indiana  battery.    A  large  proportion  of 


tiie  artillenr  horses  attached  to  the  batteries 
over  which  we  passed,  having  been  either 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  impossible,  at  the 
time,  to  retire  the  pieces  as  they  were  gained. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Keynolds,  field  officer  of  the 
day,  with  a  detail  from  the  Thirty-fourtti  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  removed  one  Pirrott  gun  to 
the  rear,  which  was  delivered  to  Major  Palmer, 
Chief  of  Artillery  on  Major-General  Walker's 
staff. 

After  passing  beyond  the  second  line  of  tfie 
enemy  I  ascertained  that  he  was  turning  my 
right  flank,  and,  while  making  a  disposition  of 
my  right  regiment  in  the  effort  to  prevent  it, 
lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  who  haa  been  sent 
to  the  left  of  the  line  to  observe  tiie  operations 
there,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  al- 
ready upou  the  flank  of  my  left  regiment 
Moving  towards  the  left  I  discovered  a  piece  of 
artillery  being  put  in  position,  opposite,  and 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  left  of  my 
line,  which  was  already  turned.  I  withdrew  my 
command  at  once,  the  engagement  having  lastea 
about  one  hour.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue, 
and  I  took  my  position,  under  orders  from  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  right  of 
the  position  from  which  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham's command  just  then  advanced. 

In  this  engagement  my  command  suffered 
heavily.  Lieutenan-Colonel  McKelvane,  com- 
manding Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  r^pment^ 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Mississippi  regiment,  were  severety 
wounded.  Lieutenant^olonel  McKelvane  re- 
mained in  command  of  his  regiment  (alter  he 
was  wounded)  tiU  the  engagement  was  over.  In 
the  course  of  two  hours  from  this  time,  several 
immaterial  changes  having,  in  the  meantime, 
been  made  in  my  position,  LieutenantrGeneral 
Polk  directed  me  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  in 
extension  of  Major-General  Chea^am's  line,  tak- 
ing my  position  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Jackson.  This  was  done  under  Sie  enemy's 
fire,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  turn  Gen- 
eral Cheatham's  right  flank.  Colonel  Govan's 
brigade  took  position  on  my  ri^ht,  whereupon 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding  ordered  his 
line  to  advance.  My  command  moved  forward 
some  three  or  four  himdred  yards,  the  enemy 
contesting  the  ground,  but  falling  back  until  the 
crest  of  a  ridge  in  front  of  me  had  been  gained. 
Here  the  enemy,  strongly  posted,  delivered  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms ;  tfie 
advance  was  checked,  ana  in  the  course  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  my  line  was  forced  to  retire 
to  its  original  position  on  Brigadier-CIeneral 
Jackson's  right,  and  I  was  directed  by  die  Bri- 
gadier-General commanding  to  remain  there 
tmtil  further  orders.  Four  guns  of  Fowler's 
battery  were  posted,  during  this  last  movement, 
in  rear  of  Liddell's  division,  and  opened  fire  on 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  shelling  the 
troops  on  the  left,  ana  silenced  it  in  a  few  min- 
utes. One  section  under  Lieutenant  Phelan,  in 
an  attempt  to  follow  my  brigade  when  it  moved 
to  (General  Cheatham's  right,  passed,  by  i 
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of  another  oommand  being  mistakeD  for  mine, 
beyond  ^e  right  of  my  line,  and  was  put  in 
position  at  a  point  where  the  infantry  support- 
ing it  was  forced  to  faU  back  before  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  after  a  short  engagement 
All  the  horsea  of  one  piece  were  kill^,  and  all 
but  one  of  the  other  either  killed  or  womided. 
One  piece  was  lost,  but  afterwards  recaptured ; 
the  other  was  brought  off.  The  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  section  was  heavy,  and  the 
pieces  used  with  great  effect 

In  the  engagement  on  Saturd^  afternoon 
Major  Fegram,  commanding  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  and  Major  Staples,  com- 
manding the  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, were  severely  wounded,  and  Capt^ 
Smith,  the  senior  Captain  of  the  latter,  having 
been  slightly  wounded,  the  command  of  that 
regiment  devolved  on  Captain  Toomer  till  the 
next  morning,  when  Captain  Smith  reported  for 
duty  and  assumed  conunand.  The  command  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  regiment  devolved  on  Captain 
Bowen  after  Major  Pegram  was  wounded.  When 
Captain  Fowler  reported  that  one  of  the  pieces 
under  Lieutenant  Phelan  had  been  lost  on  my 
right,  the  line  in  the  meantime  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  under  command  of 
Captain  Toomer,  was  sent  to  the  rieht,  under 
the  supervision  of  LaeutenantrColonel  Keynolds, 
field  officer  of  the  day,  to  a  point  opposite  where 
the  gun  was  said  by  Lieutenant  Phelan  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  enemv,  and  moved  forward, 
driving  back  the  enemy  s  skirmishers,  till  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy,  who  had  retired 
from  ttie  position  he  occupied  when  the  gun 
was  taken,  had  removed  the  gun  before  falling 
back.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  back  to 
its  proper  position  in  Une. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  my  com- 
mand was  moved  by  the  left  flank,  by  order  of 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  rear 
of  Blajor-General  Cheatham's  line  and  then  6ack, 
past  the  position  where  it  had  spent  the  nieht, 
to  the  right,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  o-half 
in  rear  of  where  Majo^-€^eneral  Breckinridge's 
forces  were  engaged,  and  halted  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  and  after  one  or  two  un- 
important changes  of  position,  Lientenant-Gen- 
eral  Polk  directed  me  to  move  to  the  left,  to  a 
point  to  be  indicated  by  Major  Ratehford,  of 
Lieutenant-General  Hill's  staff,  to  the  support  of 
Brigadier-General  Polk.  I  moved  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  point  indicated  by  Major  Ratehford, 
who  accompanied  me,  and  advanced  my  line 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  com- 
menced before  I  got  into  position.  I  pressed 
forward  two  or  three  hundred  yards  under  this 
fire  through  dense  imder-growth,  until  the  enemy 
opened  fire  on  my  left  flank  from  the  angle  of  his 
fortifications  just  opposite.  About  the  same 
time  an  impresdon-^afterwards  shown  to  be 
unfonnded — was  produced  by  stragglers,  and 
among  them  one  officer,  falling  back  from  some 
hne  to  tiie  right  of  my  immediate  fronts  that  the 


right  of  my  line  had  fired  into  our  own  friends ; 
so  dense  was  the  thicket  that  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain,  at  the  moment,  the  exact  position 
of  any  line,  nor  was  I  able  to  find  Brigadier- 
€kneral  Polk's  command.  My  left  having  been 
driven  back,  I  ordered  the  right  to  cease  firing 
and  retired  it,  and  re-formed  my  line  under  cover 
of  the  hilL  and  reported  the  fact  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hill,  who  directed  me  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion which  I  occupied,  guarding  well  my  left ; 
my  right  and  centre  being  then  covered  by 
another  command,  which  had  Men  back,  and 
was  re-forming  very  near  me.  LieutenantX)ol- 
onel  Reynolds,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  whom  but  a  short  time  before  I  had 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at 
his  post  of  duty,  just  before  the  left  of  my  line 
gave  way  under  a  flank  fire,  as  above  stated, 
and  died  soon  afterwards.  No  braver  man  or 
better  soldier  fell  upon  the  field  of  Chickamauga 
than  this  faithful  and  accomplished  officer,  whose 
loss  is  deeply  deplored  throughout  this  com- 
mand. In  his  death  the  service  sustains  a  heavy 
loss.  Major  Johnson,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  was  wounded  about  the  same  time, 
but.  his  wound  being  slight,  he  did  not  quit  the 
field. 

In  a  short  time  after  my  line  was  re-formed,  I 
was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  move  my  command  bv  the  rieht  flank 
some  four  hundred  yards,  and  forward  aoouthalf 
that  distance,  and  await  orders.  The  right  of  my 
brigade  rested  in  a  field,  near  a  fence,  and  the 
centre  and  left  in  the  woods,  just  in  rear  of  a 
little  prairie.    In  this  position,  with  my  battenr 

Eosted  near  the  centre  of  my  line,  and  Govan  s 
rigade  on  my  left,  I  remained  until  about  five 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Briga- 
dier-General commanding  that  the  line  woSd 
advance,  and  to  move  my  command  forward, 
guiding  left  I  put  it  in  motion,  my  brigade 
being  then  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and 
met  no  opposition  even  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers until  I  was  in  sight  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  near  McDonald's  house.  Here  the  ekn:- 
mishers,  firing  from  behind  the  house  and  the 
out-houses  of  the  settlement,  resisted  my  advance 
for  a  moment,  but  soon  most  of  them  fled,  a  few 
surrendering.  I  moved  across  the  road  and  into 
the  open  field  beyond,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding  to  halt  about  two 
himdred  yards  from  the  road,  and  let  the  men  lie 
down  till  he  could  put  the  batteries  of  his 
division  on  my  right ;  and  to  this  he  gave  his 
personal  attention.  While  my  line  was  advanc- 
ing unopposed,  a  continuous  fire  was  heard  to 
mj  left,  and  most  of  it  seemed  to  be  on  the  left 
of  Go  van's  brigade,  and  as  the  division  advanced 
this  firing  was  continued  to  its  left  and  rear.  In 
the  field  m  which  my  line  was  halted,  Govan's 
brigade  also  halted,  in  extension  of  my  line. 
Skmnishers  were  kept  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  in  front  The  order  to  lie  down  had 
scarcely  been  given  and  executed,  when  the 
whole  une  was  enfiladed  firom  tiiree  batteries — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-«6. 


ono  on  the  hill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cloud's 
house ;  another  within  three  hundred  jards  of 
the  right  of  my  line,  concealed  in  a  clmnp  of 
bushes  (both  these  on  the  right):  and  one  to  the 
left  of  Govan,  near  the  Chattooga  road.  Some 
of  our  pieces  were  turned  upon  the  batteries  to 
the  right,  and  used  to  the  best  advantage  under 
the  circumstances,  but  neither  was  silenced. 
After  enduring  a  very  heavy  fire  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  from  mese  Ar^e  batteries,  with  no  enemy 
to  be  seen  in  front,  the  brigade  to  my  left  gave 
way,  and  my  own  soon  followed,  falling  back  in 
confusion  under  a  furious  cannonade.  The  ene- 
my, from  the  woods  to  the  right,  soon  appeared 
and  occupied  the  road  in  time  to  cut  ofif  and  cap- 
ture most  of  the  skirmishers,  with  several  of 
their  officers,  who  covered  my  front  in  the  field. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Scales,  commanding  Thirtieth 
Mississippi  regiment,  was  captured  here,  and 
Lieutenant^olonel  Jones,  Twentynseventh  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  then  acting  as  field  officer  of 
the  day,  was  wounded.  He,  however;  returned 
to  duty  next  morning.  With  the  tliree  remain- 
ing field  officers  (and  one  of  them  slightlv 
wounded,  but  still  on  duty)  out  of  the  ten  with 
whom  I  had  gone  into  action  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, my  brolen  line  was  promptly  re-formed 
and  moved  forward.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn 
before  I  again  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  I  was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-Greneral 
commanding,  soon  after,  to  take  position  in  a 
field  to  the  right  of  Govan's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  near  McDonald's  house  and  east  of  the 
Chattanooga  read,  and  to  construct  such  tem- 
poraiy  protections  for  the  men  as  could  be  made 
of  rails,  etc .,  in  front  of  my  lines.  Just  after  I  got 
into  the  field  with  my  command,  I  was  directed 
\9y  the  Brigadier-Cxeneral  commanding  to  move 
it  back  into  the  woods,  in  rear  of  Colonel  Govan ; 
two  shells,  to  which  tiie  enemy  replied  from  a 
battery  in  front,  having  been  thrown  directly 
over  my  line  from  some  battery  in  my  rear,  the 
first  one  exploding  just  over  the  Twenty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  severely  wounding  a 
man  of  that  command. 

The  next  day  the  whole  corps  moved  toward 
Chattanooga  by  the  main  roaa,  it  having  been 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  during 
the  night.  In  this  battle,  out  of  ten  field  officers, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  company  officers, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  enlisted 
men,  which  I  carrio^  in,  I  lost  seven  hundred 
and  five,  of  whom  sixty-nine  were  killed  and 
twelve  have  since  died  from  their  wounds.  A 
full  report  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted. 

To  all  of  my  regimental  commanders,  and  to 
Captain  Fowler,  of  Fowler's  battery,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  cordial  support,  and  a  gallant, 
faithful,  and  skilful  discharge  of  duty  ataU  times 
during  the  battle,  as  I  am  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  commands,  for  the  coolness,  daring  and 
persistence  (except  in  a  very  few  instances) 
which  marked  their  action  throughout  all  the  en- 
gagements. For  individual  instances  of  gallantry, 
etc,  for  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  de- 
tails, I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  regi- 


mental and  battery  commanders,  herewith  sub- 
mitted.   To  Hie  several  members  of  my  staff 
my  tlianks  are  due  for  the  valuable  aid  I  re- 
ceived at  their  hands,  by  means  of  their  prompt 
attention  to  all  their  duties,  and  their  gallant 
bearing  under  all  circumstances. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
E.  C.  Walthau^ 
Brigadier-General  commanding. 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  A.  M.  HANIGAUIX 

HKADQUiLBma  HAjnoArLr's  Bbkudb,  BnmaAs^B  DiyBMsr,) 

Polk's  Cobfs,  Abmt  of  Tmanaug,        V 

MisaiONABT  RmoK,  Tbks.,  October  8,  1863.  j 

Mqjar  J.  P.  Wilson^  AssiskaU  AcHtUatU-Gerh 

ercd: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  baUle  of  Chickamauga  and  on  the  two  days 
preceding  it : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  September 
(having  left  our  encapment  near  Lafayette  the 
previous  evening),  when  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek — the  enemy  opening  upon  our 
column  whilst  on  the  march,  from  a  battery  on 
the  opposite  side — ^we  were  ordered  to  fonn  a 
line  of  battle  fronting  tiie  enemy's  position  ,whicb 
threw  my  command,  the  right  resting  on  the 
road,  obliquelv  across  an  open  field,  our  front 
being  covered  by  skirmishers  deployed  from 
each  regiment  under  the  command  of  Major 
Butler,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  raiment 
Here  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
which  had  begun  to  open  upon  our  lines,  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  six  men  in  the  Tenth  and  Nine- 
teenth South  Carolina  regiments.  This  position 
was  afterwards  changed,  in  order  to  bring  our 
right  nearer  to  Greneral  Deas'  left,  whose  bri- 
gade extended  beyond  me  to  the  right  Bivou- 
acking near  the  road  that  night,  we  again  occo- 
pied«a  position  near  the  same  place,  but  with 
the  lines  advanced  and  the  left  thrown  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  tbe  enemy's  artillery  occasion- 
ally throwing  a  few  sh^ts  in  our  neighborhood, 
but  without  effect  Our  skirmishers  kept  up 
a  steady  fire  with  those  of  the  enemy  oppos- 
ing them,  suffering  a  small  loss  on  their  own 
part 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (September  nine- 
teenth) we  received  orders,  througn  the  division 
commander,  to  move  with  the  division  to  join 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  a  portion  of  which 
had  become  engaged,  the  batUe  having  com- 
menced. Moving  by  the  right  flank,  i^  fol- 
lowing the  brigade  of  Genersu  Deas,  we  crossed 
the  Chickamauga  at  Hunt's  Ford,  wading  to 
the  west  bank.  Continuing  to  move  on  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  we  arrived  upon 
the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Hood  s  division  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  It  was  imderstood  t^at  we  were  to  etsp- 
port  this  division.  The  brigade  was  then  form- 
ed in  line,  with  that  of  General  Deas  upon  the 
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right,  and  Anderson's  m  a  support,  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear—our  line  facing  directly  west. 
It  was  now  after  sunset,  when  the  order  to 
moTe  forward  was  received,  and  we  advanced, 
dressing  to  the  right,  some  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards,  moving  forward  slowly  and  with 
difficulty,  ovdn^  to  the  dense  growth  through 
which  we  had  to  pass.  Skirmishers  were 
thrown  to  the  front,  the  line  having  heen  baited. 

The  skirmishers  and  the  left  companies  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  brigade,  a  short  time  after  night-faU 
(twice)  became  engaged  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  believed  to  be  a  reconnoitring  party, 
in  wluch  that  regiment  lost  some  twelve  or  thir- 
teen  men  killed  and  wounded,  but  in  each  in- 
stance inflicting  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy 
and  driving  tiiem  back.  Falling  back  from  the 
above  position,  by  order  of  the  division  com- 
mandor,  about  nine  o'clock  that  night  we  re- 
joined ihe  line  of  batde,  a  portion  of  tne  brigade 
iUhng  the  space  between  the  left  of  Hood's  di- 
vimon  and  the  right  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Septem- 
ber (Sunday),  at  an  early  hour,  our  final  hue  of 
battle  was  complete—the  brigade  being  in  the 
frt)nt  Hue,  Greneral  Deas,  with  his  brigade,  being 
on  mv  ri^ht,  and  my  left  resting  on  Colonel 
Trigg  8  brigade,  of  PrestonY  'iivision,  Buckner's 
corps.  My  instructions  wen  *o  move  forward 
when  the  brigade  to  mv  right  mo  /ed — ^the  attack 
commencing  on  the  right  of  the  army — the  move- 
ment being  taken  up  successively  by  each  divis- 
ion and  brigade  towards  the  left,  and  I  was  also 
informed  that  the  troops  on  my  left  would  move 
forward  in  like  manner.  At  about  half-past 
eleven  a.  m.  (the  action  having  commenced  on 
the  right  at  about  ten  o'clock),  (jeneral  Deas' 
brigade  began  its  forward  movement,  and  my 
own  was  given  the  order  to  advance.  The  guide 
being  to  Uie  right,  in  order  to  preserve  a  con- 
tinuous line  (as  much  as  possible)  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  division  on  the  right,  the  men  were 
obliged  to  move  forward  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
Skirmishers,  covering  the  entire  front,  pre<M9ded 
our  advance  at  a  distance  of  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  brigade 
moved  steadily  on  for  a  distance  of  some  six  or 
seven  hundred  yards  before  meeting  with  any 
opposition,  when  we  found  the  enemy  in  our 
front^  posted  near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  a  gradual 
ascent  leading  to  it ;  and  behind  breastworks  of 
logs  and  timber  their  infantry  lay,  opening  upon 
the  command  a  heavy  fire  at  short  range  from 
their  positions  of  fancied  security.  At  this 
point  me  Tentii  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina 
regiments  were  partially  in  a  wood ;  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment  was  exposed  in  an  open 
field  in  front  of  them,  and  in  the  centre  of  wmch 
was  planted  a  Federal  battery ;  several  pieces 
of  attillery  also  being  in  the  wood  on  our  right 
Waters'  battery,  which  had  followed  in  rear  of 
the  brigade,  occupied  our  centre,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment  on  the  left  of  it,  its 
right  being  on  the  west  edge  of  the  same  field 


and  extending  into  a  wood  beyond,  and  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment  to  the  left  of 
this  wood,  also  in  an  open  field,  with  thick 
woods  in  their  front  The  entire  line  now  be- 
came hotly  engaged,  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth 
South  Carolina  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  advancing  to  within  eighty  vards  of 
the  enemy's  breastworks,  receiving  and  ^ving 
a  heavy  fire.  Here  they  were  diecked  ana, 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  not  so  much  from  the  fire  in  their 
front  as  from  a  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  ene- 
my on  their  left,  which  caused  a  heavy  loss,  but 
they  almost  immediately  advanced  again  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  works,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  moved  steadily  forward,  also  receiv- 
ing a  heavy  fire,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
works  in  their  front  Finding  myself  at  this 
time  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  the  forces 
on  my  left,  which,  when  in  line  of  battle,  I  had 
been  told  would  advance  simultaneously  with 
me,  had  not  done  so  (the  information  which  I 
had  received  being,  I  suppose,  incorrect),  and 
that  my  left  flank  was  overlapped,  as  far  as  could 
be  seen,  by  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, and  not  knowing  how  heavy  the  enemy's 
force  was  in  this  direction — my  three  right  regi- 
ments being  thrown  in  much  confusion,  and  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  through  the 
field  on  my  centre  to  recover  their  lost  ground 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery  which  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Nineteenth  South  Carolina,  which, 
however,  the  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  doing — 
I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back  about  three 
himdred  yards,  across  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  In  this  movement  the  two  left 
reg^ents,  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth 
Ambama,  fell  back  with  an  unbroken  front  In 
retiring  the  battery,  the  pole  of  the  Umber  of  a 
piece  having  been  broken,  the  piece  was  for 
a  time  abandoned.  However,  Colonel  Reid, 
commanding  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
moved  his  regiment  forward,  deploying  two 
companies  as  skirmishers,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
covering it 

Just  aftet^  having  given  the  order  for  the  re- 
tirement of  the  brigade,  (j^neral  Anderson's 
command  of  Mississippians,  the  reserve  of  the 
division,  came  gallantly  forward  and  swept  by 
me,  his  left  regiment  covering  some  four  or  five 
companies  of  my  right  regiment  The  Tenth 
South  Carolina,  Colonel  Pressley  commanding, 
Uie  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina, 
with  several  companies,  there  joined  him,  and 
continued  to  move  forward.  Previous  to  the 
advance  of  Greneral  Anderson,  I  had  sent  to 
(^neral  Buckner  to  request  that  the  bri|^e 
which  had  been  on  my  left  whilst  in  line  (Trigg's 
brigade)  should  be  sent  forward  to  my  support 
They  soon  made  their  appearance,  but  the  enemy 
had  fallen  back,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gen- 
erab  Deas  and  Anderson,  and  others  on  my 
right;  they  apprehending,  in  aU  probability, 
tmit  tiiey  memselves  wo^d  be  cut  off,  seeing 
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also  that  f einforcementB  were  coming  to  my  aa- 
siatance. 

The  line  haying  been  re-formed,  the  brigade 
was  then  moved  forward  and  was  placed,  by 
order  of  Genersd  Hindman,  on  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Deas*  brigade,  then  occnpying  a  portion  of 
a  ridge  west  of  the  road  known  as  the  Rossville 
road.  Here  we  remained  but  a  short  tune,  when 
orders  were  received  from  the  same  source  to 
report  to  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  whose  com- 
mand was  then  heavily  pressed,  on  a  succession 
of  ridges  which  lay  east  of  our  present  position^ 
about  naif  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  to  the  east  of 
the  Rossville  road.  The  command  was  imme- 
diately moved  and  formed  on  the  summit  of  one 
of  the  ridges  before  alluded  to,  the  line  being  at 
right  angles  with  that  occupied  in  the  morning 
and  running  east  and  west  My  right  covered 
the  battery  of  Captain  Dent,  which  we  found, 
to  move  to  the  support  of  (General  Johnson, 
already  in  position ;  the  centre  rested  in  a  gorge 
between  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery  stood 
and  the  left,  which  crowned  a  second  ridge; 
having  the  brigade  of  General  Deas  on  the  left, 
the  right  of  his  brigade,  however,  covering  six 
companies  of  the  Thirtjr-fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment Skirmishers  having  been  thrown'  for- 
ward, inmiediately  developed  the  enemy  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
yards  in  our  front,  with  a  battery  in  position. 

About  half  past  three  o'clock,  having  received 
orders  from  General  BuE^od  Johnson,  under 
whose  supervision  the  movement  was  to  be 
made,  to  swine  my  line  round,  making  a  right- 
half  wheel,  which  wheel  was  to  be  continued 
if  practicaole,  in  order  to  envelop  the  enemy  in 
our  front  and  drive  him  back  upon  tiie  centre 
of  our  lines,  Greneral  Deas  on  my  left  to  com- 
mence the  movement,  and  each  successive  bri- 
gade to  conform  to  the  wheel,  keeping  the 
touch  of  the  right  and  dressing  to  the  left,  the 
troops  were  set  in  motion,  and  nere  commenced 
one  of  the  most  desperate  contests  of  the  day. 
The  movement  was  scarce  begtm  ere  the  entire 
line  became  engaged,  and  a  deadly  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  canister  was  opened  upon  it  at  short 
range.  The  line  for  a  short  time  was  thrown  in 
much  confusion,  but  was  quickly  rallied  and 
again  advanced ;  again  and  agam  were  they 
driven  back,  but  as  promptly  rallied  and  moved 
forward  again,  at  each  advance  driving  the  ene- 
my still  further  from  tiieir  original  position. 
NoUiing  but  the  determined  valor  of  our  sol- 
diers could  have  withstood  the  withering  volleys 
poured  into  them  by  the  enemy,  who  at  this 
point  certainly  fought  with  great  obstinacy. 

The  field  and  company  ofiBcers  were,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  conspicuous  for  their  good  conduct, 
urging  and  cheering  on  the  men,  and  tiiemselves 
setting  an  example  to  which  their  men  nobly 
responded.  After  a  contest  of  nearly  three 
hours,  victory  crovmed  their  efforts,  and  the  foe 
were  baffled  and  beaten  and  many  taken  prison- 
ers. Owing  to  the  exposed  position  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  still  remained 


on  our  left,  this  r^ment  could  never  get  ahead, 
and  was,  together  with  a  Im^  number  of  men 
from  tiie  o&er  regiments  of  the  brigade,  held 
in  hand  to  prevent  any  demonstratioQ  c^  the 
enemy  on  our  flank. 

It  was  after  sunset  when  the  firing  oeased, 
and  night  ended  the  contest  The  men,  com- 
pletely exhausted  by  their  long  continued  ef- 
fortSi  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
they  had  been  victorious  in  every  part  of  the 
field,  and  that  their  efforts  had  contributed  no 
small  share  to  the  earning  of  this  great  victcny. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  already  handed  in.  We 
have  to  deolore  the  loss  of  many  brave  offioers 
and  men  wno  fell  on  tiiat  bloody  field.  The  loss 
of  no  one  will  be  felt  more  keenly  than  that  of 
Captain  D.  E.  Huger,  Assistant  bispector-Geii- 
end  of  my  staff,  who  fell  about  a  half  hour  be- 
fore sunset,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  rifle 
bail,  and  expired  immeoiately.  Earnest  and 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  had 
made  himself  respected  and  beloved  in  this  com- 
mand by  his  gentle,  manly  manners,  his  impar- 
tial and  consustent  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  department,  and  by  his  ^eat  courage,  cool- 
ness, and  judgment  m  action.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  also  lost  one  of  its  most  effideot 
officers.  Captain  O'Brien,  a  gentleman  of  acoom- 
plished  mind,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer. .  C^>- 
tain  Chamberlain  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  &e 
same  regiment,  were  severely  wounded,  and 
their  valuable  services  will  be  for  a  long  period 
lost  to  their  country. 

The  following  named  offioers  were  distin- 
guished for  their  conduct  on  the  field,  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  brining  them  to  your  attention  in 
this  rep.ort :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Julius  S.  Pw- 
cher.  Tenth  South  Carolina  volunteers;  Major 
J.  L.  White,  Nineteenth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, and  Adjutant  Fenell,  of  same  raiment 

Of  the  Twentv-fourth  Alabama  n^ment 
Captains  Hazard,  Oliver,  McCraken,  Fowler,  and 
Hall,  Lieutenants  Hieley,  Chapman,  Paeham, 
Dunlap,  Young,  Euhoun,  Hood,  Hanley,  Nor- 
thrup.  Short,  Adjutant  Jetmison,  Ser^eant-Ma|or 
Minck,  and  Color-Sergeant  Moody,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Jordan,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ala- 
bama, conducted  himself  in  a  most  conspicuous 
manner,  and  I  regret  to  say  was  killed  during 
^e  action.  Of  me  same  regiment,  OaotainB 
Hopkins  and  Ford,  Lieutenant  Graham  and  Act- 
ing Adjutant  Wood,  throughout  the  action,  w«e 
distinguished  for  their  gallant  conduct  Oip- 
tain  Reise,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Commissary  So-geant 
Craig,  were  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  in  their  respective  departments.  Thirty- 
fomrth  Alabama  regiment.  Lieutenants  Mitdiel, 
Lambert,  Oliver,  Oochett,  and  Bickerstafl^  be- 
haved in  a  manner  to  attract  attention. 

I  cannot  dose  mv  report  without  referring 
specially  to  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  ColoM 
J.  C.  Reid,  commanding,  and  Major  W.  L.  But- 
ler, Twentv-eighth  Alabama  regiment;  Ooknel 
J.  F.  Fteauey,  commanding  Tenth  Boii:di  Oaro- 
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lina;  Oolonel  N.  N.  Davis,  commanding,  and 
lieutenant  Colonel  B.  Sawyer,  Twentj^bnrth 
Alabama  regiment,  and  Major  Slaughter,  oom- 
manduig  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and 
to  tiieir  indiviaual  exerttons  is  to  be  attributed 
much  of  the  Buccess  which  attended  our  arms 
on  that  day.  Untiring  in  their  efforts,  Ihey  set 
ao  example  to  their  commands  by  their  personal 
daring,  me  effect  of  which  was  yisible  m  many 
instances. 

To  my  staff  I  am  indebted  for  the  most  valuable 
assistance.  Captain  C.  J.  Walker,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutuQt-G^enersJ,  and  Lieutenant  W.  £.  Huger, 
Aid-de<kmp,  who  fearlessly  exposed  their  per- 
sons, carrying  and  executing  orders  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Malone, 
Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  was  active  in  the  dis- 
ofaaurge  of  his  duty,  and  rendered  efficient  ser- 
vice in  the  prevention  of  straggling,  forcing 
many,  who  wore  imwilling  to  face  the  heavy  fire 
to  which  ttiey  had  been  exposed,  back  into  their 
proper  positions. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  vour  attention  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Tegmental  commanders,  who  have 
more  particularly  specified  the  names,  rank,  &c., 
of  parties  conspicuous  for  their  conduct  in  their 
respective  regiments,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  C^ckamauga. 

I  have  the  honor.  Major,  to  be, 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  Manigault, 
Brtgadtor-Genera],  oommtndtaig  Brlgwto. 

BSTORT  OF  BRI0AIHEIU3ENERAL  Z.  C  DEAS. 

HusqujumBs  Dias*  Buqadk,  HiffinuH's  Dnrmoir,) 

Polk'b  Oosfb,  Armt  or  Tkbuum—,  V 

UaaoBUMT  RioGs,  bodu  Coatiamoooa,  Oct.  0, 1863.  J 

Jfigpr  /.  F.  Wilson,  Assistant  Acfjuktni-Qeneral 

mndmctrCa  IHmsion: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  nmeteenth  and  twentieth  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  on  Chickamauga  Creek: 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  Sep- 
tember, my  brigade,  with  the  division,  left  La- 
&vette  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Worlhon's  Gap.  The  next  morning  we  moved 
forward  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  east 
side  of  C^ckamauga  Creek,  opposite  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  MiU,  where  we  had  skirmishing  and 
artiDery  firing,  off  and  on,  during  that  and  the 
next  day,  until  the  division  was  relieved  by  that 
of  Qeneral  Breckinridge,  and  ordered  to  cross 
the  creek  at  Hunt's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  hcdf 
miles  below.  Soon  after  crossing,  we  came 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  on  the  right  of  Manigaulf  s 
brigade,  with  €reneral  Anderson  supporting,  and 
move  forward,  which  I  did  promptiv,  but  before 
I  reached  tiie  line  of  the  enemy  it  was  dark. 
All  fighting  having  ceased,  I  fell  back,  under 
orders,  a  shortdistance,  and  bivouacked  for  tiie 
mght 

At  early  daylight,  I  again  moved  forward  to 
ty^e  my  position  in  line,  which  was  at  the  time 
•ooiqiied  by  a  portion  of  a  division  Txnder  Bn- 


gadier-Gteneral  Law,  which  was  moviiw  by  the 
right  flank  to  make  room  for  me ;  hva  it  was 
seven,  or  perhaps  even  as  late  as  eight  o'clock, 
before  my  entire  briptde  got  into  position,  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigault's  on  my  left,  and 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's  in  support  Here 
I  received  instructions  that  the  fiehting  would 
commence  on  the  right  and  gradually  extend 
towards  the  left,  each  brigade  attacking  as  the 
one  on  its  right  became  engaged. 
.  A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  heavy 
firing  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  right  an- 
nounced that  the  fight  had  commenced  in  earnest 
About  twenty  minutes  after  eleven  the  brigade 
on  my  right  (Gregg's)  moved  forward  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  I  immediately  followed,  and 
By  the  time  I  had  advanced  three  hundred  yards, 
saw  the  line  of  tiie  enemv  behind  a  breastwork 
of  logs,  at  sight  of  which  my  men  rushed  for- 
ward with  a  veil,  and,  charging  the  defences, 
took  them  without  faltering.  As  they  climbea 
over,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy 
tiirew  down  their  arms  and  hurried  through  our 
lines  to  the  rear.  These  works  were  at  the 
foot  of  a  gpuduaUy  sloping  hill  of  considera- 
ble height,  just  beyond  the  crest  of  which  were 
Eosted  about  twelve  pieces  of  artil  )E\ry,  and  in 
•out  of  them,  a  littie  lower  down,  v  "w  another 
work  of  the  enemy,  which  was  carr#'*d  by  mv 
brave  and  gallant  men  without  a  moment's  fal- 
tering. AlK>ut  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  were 
taken  here. 

By  the  time  I  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill  my 
bri^ule  (which  had  for  some  distance  been  mov- 
ing at  a  double-quick,  parsing  in  this  manner 
over  two  works  of  the  enemy)  became  some- 
what scattered,  and  were,  in  consequence, 
checked  for  the  moment  in  tiieir  onward  move- 
ment It  was  at  this  period  that  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson's  gallant  Mississippi  brigade  came 
to  my  assistance,  and  as  my  men  saw  them  coming 
thev  moved  forward  again  and,  in  conjunction 
with  this  brigade,  ci^tured  several  other  pieces  of 
artillery  and  scattered  the  enemy  in  our  front  so 
effectually  that  they  never  rallied  or  re-formed 
again  during  the  day  on  this  part  of  the  field. 
During  this  charge,  my  brigade  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  witii  the  exception  of 
Brigadier-Genend  Anderson's,  which,  from  bein^ 
in  support,  had  got  on  my  left  I  now  haltea 
and  re-formed  my  brigade,  to  be  used  as  emer- 
gencies mi|§^t  require ;  and,  learning  that  Major- 
General  Hindman  was  near  by,  reported,  in  per- 
son, and  received  orders  to  move  to  tiie  rear 
and  right,  and  assist  the  troops  then  engaged, 
which  proved  to  be  Brigadier-General  Busmrod 
Johnson's  division.  I  should  here  state  that  my 
men  killed,  early  in  the  fight,  and  bore  off  the 
body  of  Brigadier-General  Lytic,  United  States 
army. 

In  moving  back  to  take  a  new  position,  Bri- 
gadier-General Anderson's  brigade  and  mino 
came  together,  but  soon  separated  ag^,  he 

§oing  to  the  right,  and  I  to  the  left,  to  form  on 
le  left  of  Bri^kdier-General  Buslirod  Johnson ; 
but  on  taking  my  position,  under  instructions 
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from  him,  I  found  there  was  a  gap  of  about  six 
or  seven  hundred  yards.  G^eneral  Manigault, 
coming  up  some  time  after  this  with  his  brigade, 
was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hindman  to  fill 
up  this  gap.  To  get  into  line  with  these  bri- 
^kdes,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  right 
wheel  and  to  form  a  line  at  right  angles  with  my 
last  It  was  now  about  four  o'clock.  My  line 
having  been  formed,  I  was  ordered  by  Greneral 
Johnson  to  make  a  right  wheel  again,  or  swing 
to  the  right,  which  brought  me  in  collision  wito 
the  enemy.  My  brigade  at  this  time  being  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Rossville  road,  formed  a  line  facing  almost 
to  the  left  flank  of  the  one  I  occupied  in  the 
morning.  Here  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
right  and  rear  of  Thomas's  or  Granger  s  corps, 
posted  on  a  steep  hill,  on  which  was  planted  ar- 
tillery. My  brigade  was  at  this  time  with- 
out any  support  whatever.  The  ascent  of  this 
hill  was  exceedingly  difficult,  besides  being  very 
steep.  Here  I  met  with  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance I  had  encountered  during  the  day,  and, 
after  contending  with  the  enemy  m  this  unequal 
position  during  an  hour  and  a  half,  my  men  in 
this  time  having  been  partially  driven  back  sev- 
eral times,  my  whole  line  was  finally  driven 
down  the  nilL  After  re-forming  in  an  adjoining 
hollow,  I  again  moved  forward  and  found  that 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  had  been  so  severe  that 
they  were  not  disposea  to  risk  another  engage- 
ment, and  had  retired,  leaving  me  in  possession 
of  the  field. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  I  posted  my  command 
80  as  to  hold  the  Rossville  road,  on  which  I 
then  was,  and  then  sent  forward  scouts  one  mile 
to  the  front,  who  reported  no  enemy,  but  cap- 
tured about  fifty  prisoners.  Here  I  bivouacked 
for  the  night 

•The  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
battle  was  fought  did  not  admit  of  the  free  use 
of  artillery,  but  Dent's  battery,  which  waa 
attached  to  my  brigade,  followed  it  closely  dur- 
ing the  morning  attack,  firing,  however,  only  a 
few  shots;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  rendered 
signal  service,  fighting  at  the  time  with  other 
conmiands  on  mv  ri^t  The  officers  deserve 
special  mention  lor  tlieir  conduct 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  testifying 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  courage  and  dsuing 
displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  this  ever 
memorable  field.  They  here  added  fresh  laureld 
to  those  already  won  on  other  fields  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  their  country. 

To  regimental  and  battery  commanders  and 
their  brave  men,  mv  thanks  are  due  and  most 
willingly  tendered  for  their  very  valuable  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  in  aiding  to  bring  this 
battle  to  a  successful  and  decisive  issue. 

To  my  stafif,  I  am  speciallpr  indebted  for  their 
willingness  and  eallantry  m  carrying  out  my 
orders  on  the  field :  Captain  £.  F.  Travis,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General;  Captain  Douglas  Wirt, 
acting  Assistant  bispector-General ;  LieutenaDt 
F.  G.  Lyon,  Aid-de-CWp ;  Captain  R.  H.  Wil- 


liams, volunteer  Aid-de-Gamp ;  lieutenant  C  J. 
MichailofiEsky,  Provost-Marsnal,  and  to  Senior 
Surgeon  V.  B.  Gilbert;  Major  R.  J.  Hill,  ABsist- 
ant  Quartermaster ;  Major  EL  A.  Deas,  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence^and  Lieutenant  T.  B. 
Dallas,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  with  which  they  discharged  the 
duties  of  their  several  respective  depart- 
ments. 

In  going  into  the  fight  on  the  twentieth,  the 
brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fiftv-eeven 
officers,  and  seventeen  hundred  and  eis^hty-five 
enlisted  men,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  twenty^ 
five  were  ki^ed,  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
wounded,  and  twenty-eight  missing ;  total,  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five.  Among  the  killed  I  much 
regret  to  record  the  name  of  Lieutenant4>>lon^ 
John  Weeden,  commanding  Twenty-second  Ala- 
bama regiment,  who  fell,  early  on  Sundav  morur 
ing,  while  most  gallantly  leading  and  cheering 
on  his  brave  regiment  A  few  minutes  before 
him,  fell  the  ranking  captain  of  this  regiment,  L 
D.  Nott,  than  whom  no  braver  or  better  officer 
ever  poured  out  his  life's  blood  -in  his  country's 
cause.  He  died  where  the  brave  and  good 
should  die,  in  the  front  rank,  leading  his  men  on 
to  victory.  Two  heroes  I  whose  lives  were 
sacrificed  «to  fanaticisuL  Major  B.  R.  Hart,  <^ 
the  same  regiment,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
same  charge. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that,  on  Sunday  after- 
noon I  passed  over  some  ten  or  a  dozen  ordnance 
wagons,  filled  with  ordnance  stores;  three  or 
four  pieces  of  artillery  and  caissons ;  many  am- 
bulances, and  one  or  two  supply  wagons,  and  a 
dozen  or  more  mules  and  horses.  There  had 
evidently  been  a  stampede  here,  and  these  were 
the  fruits  left  for  us. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  mention  the  &ct, 
that  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment.  Colonel 
Gates,  was  with  my  brigade  a  portion  of  the 
time  during  the  first  attack  on  Sunday  momipg, 
and  afterwards  left  me  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
Greneral  Johnson,  in  the  fight  of  the  afternoon. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  say  tiaat,  what  I  saw  of  this 
regiment,  it  was  behaving  with  jp^eat  galktfitzy. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obeaient  servant, 

Z.  C.  DSAB, 

Brigadler-Oenona,  command  tp^ 

The  following  statement  probablpr  appertains 
more  to  the  division  than  to  the  brigade  report 
of  this  battle,  and  is  therefore  reserved  for  tiM 
postscript : 

According  to  the  strong  testamentary  evidence 
of  the  occasion,  and  that  also  of  verv  wmnj 
prisoners,  this  brigade,  very  materially  and 
opportunely  assisted  by  Anderson's,  attacked, 
on  Sunday  morning,  Sheridan's  division,  of 
McCook's  corps ;  an^  by  the  impetuosity  of  tiieir 
attack,  so  thorouehly  cut  oft  Davis'  division,  of 
the  same  corps,  that  they  never  again  assisted  in 
the  fight  on  tnat  day ;  and,  ^om  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  gather,  fell  back  to  Chattanooga  by 
the  western  road  to  Rossville.     The  names  of 
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diTiaions  above  cited  are  taken  from  the  state- 
ments of  prisoners. 

This  postscript  is  meant  more  for  information 
than  as  a  portion  of  my  report 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Yomr  obedient  servant, 

Z.  G.  DBAS, 
Brigadier-General,  oommanding. 


■} 


BEPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER-GQnSRAL  PATTON  ANDERSON. 

HBADQUAVIXKS  AMDXRSOir'S  Brigadb,  HnrDMAM's  DimoM, 
Pout's  Goara.  Abmt  or  TBcnESBBB. 

IfBBOQCAXT  RnKW,  NBAB  CBXTtASIOCaky  TKSRT.,  (JCt.  0,  1863. 

Mcyor  J,  p.  Wilson,  Assistant  Acffutant-Qen- 

eral,  Hindman's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  ti^en  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  late  battle  of  Ghickamauga : 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, at  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  Major-General 
Hindman  assumed  command  of  the  division  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Ghickamauga,  not  long 
after  we  had  crossed  to  that  side,  and  while  the 
division  was  beii^  put  in  position  for  the  im- 
pending battle.  1  resumedxhe  command  of  my 
brigade,  which  had  been  relinc^uished  on  the 
seventeenth,  at  Lafayette,  Georgia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  Major-General  Hindman,  who 
was  too  unwell  to  exercise  the  command  of  his 
division.  On  taking  command  of  my  brigade,  I 
took  position  in  line  from  two  to  three  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  Deas*  left,  and  Manigault's  ri^ht, 
as  the  reserve  brigade  of  Hindman's  division. 
We  bivouacked  on  the  field  for  the  night,  and 
received  orders  to  take  up  and  continue  the 
'  attack  ordered  to  be  made  on  ^e  right  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember. The  attack  on  our  right  was  not  made, 
however,  until  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock 
<m  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  when  it  was 
promptly  taken  up  by  Deas  and  Manigault  in  my 
front,  and  the  whole  division  moved  confidently 
on  the  enemy's  first  line.  Deas  swept  every- 
thing before  him,  without  halting,  or  even  checK- 
ing  up,  in  his  advance  to  and  over  the  enemy's 
first  line  of  breastworks.  Manigault  was  checked, 
and  diverged  to  the  left,  unmasking  my  two  left 
regiments.  The  whole  brigade  was  moved 
stwwiily  forward,  gradually  closing  the  space 
between  it  and  Deas*  line,  until  the  ascent  of  a 
range  of  wooded  hills  was  reached,  where  the 
enemy,  bjr  reason  of  his  advantageous  position 
for  bolb  infantry  and  artillery,  had  brought  Deas 
momentarily  to  a  stand.  Three  pieces  of  his 
artillery,  strongly  posted  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  up  tiie  hill  and  supported  by  infantry,  were 
eaiming  Deas'  left  regiment  to  waver,  when  I 
ordered  an  advance.  The  command  was  most 
gallant^  responded  to,  the  artillery  captured, 
9ie  heights  carried,  and  the  enemy  so  badly 
routed  as  to  be  unable  to  make  any  rt^d  stand 
again  upon  that  part  of  the  field.  I  continued 
In  pursuit,  however,  for  half  a  mile  or  more, 
when,  finding  my  lines  imperfect  by  reason  of 
some  being  able  to  follow  faster  than  others,  I 
rode  to  those  in  advtoce  and  soon  succeeded  in 


halting  them  until  the  line  could  be  perfected. 
Here  Golonel  Goltart,  of  Deas*  brigade,  with  a 
portion  of  his  (Fiftieth  Alabama)  regiment,  and 
another  colonel,  of  some  other  command,  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten,  with  a  few  men,  reported 
to  me,  having  lost  their  proper  commands.  Be- 
fore the  new  alignment  had  been  CQmpleted,  a 
staff  officer  from  General  Hindman  recsdled  me 
from  further  pursuit,  on  account  of  a  flank  fire 
which  had  been  opened  by  the  enemy,  with 
artillery  and  small  arms,  on  my  rear  and  left 
regiments — ^the  Forty-first  and  Ninth  Mississip- 
pi, Golonel  Tucker  and  Major  Lyman  command* 
ing,  respectively. 

After  re-forming,  the  command  was  marched 
back,  by  General  Hindman's  order,  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  they  had  advanced,  a  distance 
of  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  then 
changed  direction  to  the  right  over  an  open 
field,  towards  a  position  where  Kershaw  was 
reported  to  be  heavily  pressed. 

My  brigade  reached  this  position  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  and  was  ordered  to  form  line 
on  Kershaw's  left,  to  support  him  in  an  attack 
upon  a  wooded  hill  in  his  front,  where  the  ene- 
my was  strongly  posted.  In  taking  position  it 
was  found  tlmt  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bushrod  Johnson  was  in  line  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  with  not  sufficient  interval  between 
his  right  and  Kershaw's  left  for  my  whole  com- 
mand. The  interval,  however,  was  filled,  and 
the  over-plus  held  in  reserve.  The  attack  was 
soon  made  by  the  whole  line.  It  was  stub- 
bornly resisted  from  a  very  strong  position  just 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hilL  A  portion  of  two 
of  my  regiments  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill 
and  planted  colors  there ;  but  the  position  was  a 
hot  one,  and  some  breaking  to  the  rear  on  the 
left  caused  the  whole  to  give  way  for  a  time. 
The  troops  were  rallied  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
lines  re-formed,  and  all  in  readiness  to  resume 
the  attack,  when  the  enemy  advanced  his  line 
immediately  in  my  front,  down  the  hill,  with 
some  impetuosity.  The  line  was  instantly 
ordered  forward  to  meet  this  charge,  and  the 
command  quickly  responded  to.  The  enemy 
was  met  by  a  volley  and  a  charge  which  did 
much  execution,  his  line  broken,  and  his  troops 
fled  in  some  confusion ;  but  as  there  was  no  cor- 
responding forward  movement  by  the  brigades 
on  my  right  and  left,  and  as  the  hill  near  the 
crest  was  very  difficult  to  ascend,  he  had  time 
either  to  re-form  or  to  bring  up  a  second  line 
before  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
another  repulse  was  the  consequence.  Troops 
never  rallied  more  promptly,  and  without  con- 
fusion or  clamor.  On  taking  position  near  the 
foot  of  the  hill  it  was  found  necessary  to  dia- 
tribute  ammunition,  and,  while  this  was  being 
done,  Golonel  Kelly  came  up  with  his  brigade, 
and  moved  forward  to  the  assault  The  Sev- 
enth Mississippi,  Golonel  Bishop  commanding, 
of  my  brigade,  having  some  ammunition  in  the 
cartndge-boxes,  was  ordered  in  with  Golonel 
Kelly,  to  strengthen  his  command  as  Inuch  as 
possible.    Soon  after,  two  Florida  regiments, 
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tinder  Ck)lonel  Finley,  also  moved  forward  to 
CJolonel  KeUy's  support.  It  was  now  nearly 
night,  and  the  importance  of  completing  the 
day's  work,  thus  far  so  handsomely  accom- 
plished by  the  left  wing,  was  apparent  to  sJL 
Kelly  made  a  most  vigorous  attack,  supported 
as  above,  and  succeeded  in  occupying  a  portion 
of  the  heights  from  which  he  had  driven  the 
enemy.  Night,  at  this  time,  put  an  end  to  fur- 
ther pursuit  Every  preparation  was  now  made 
for  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  early  the  next 
morning. 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  twentieth, 
Major-General  Hindman  sent  for  me  and  turned 
over  to  me  the  command  of  the  division,  which 
he  had  assumed  the  evening  previous,  having 
received  a  contusion  which  disabled  him  from 
further  service  at  that  time,  and  here  my  con- 
nection with  the  brigade  ceased,  the  command 
thereof  devolving  upon  Colonel  J.  H.  Sharp,  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Aussissippi  regiment  The 
light  of  the  morning  of  me  twenty-first  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  enemy  had,  under  cover 
of  darkness,  hastily  withdrawn  towards  Chatta- 
nooga, from  a  field  in  which  he  had  been  so  se- 
verely but  justly  punished. 

In  the  first  charge,  after  movine  up  to  Gen- 
eral Deas'  line,  which  had  been  diecked  near 
the  base  of  a  range  of  wooded  hills  west  of  the 
Chattanooga  road,  the  brigade  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  killing  many  of  the  cannon- 
eers at  their  guns,  and  taking  others  prisoners. 
A  little  further  on,  and  to  me  left,  tne  Forty- 
first  Mississippi,  my  ]eft  regiment,  captured  a 
battery  of  five  guns,  among  which  were  several 
fine  rifled  pieces.  Several  stands  of  colors  were 
also  taken  during  the  day.  No  note  was  taken 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  bri- 
gade. They  were  immediately  ordered  to  the 
rear  without  euard  or  escort  Nine  ordnance 
wagons,  loaded  with  fixed  ammunition,  several 
mules  and  horses,  etc.,  etc.,  were  also  taken  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  officers. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  recital  of  facts,  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  bri^uie  I  had 
the  honor  to  command  on  the  twentieth,  with- 
out testifying  to  the  officers  and  troops  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  valor,  courage,  ana  skill 
displayed  by  them  on  this  memorable  field. 
Without  a  single  exception,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge at  this  time  extends,  they  have  borne  ttiem- 
sdves  gallantly  and  added  fresh  laurels  to  ti^ose 
so  nobly  won  upon  the  former  fields  of  Shiloh, 
Munfordsville,  Perryville,  and  Murfreesboro.  To 
the  regimental,  battelion,  and  battery  command- 
ers, individually,  my  thanks  are  due,  for  their 
zealous,  vigorous,  and  unremitting  efforts 
throughout  me  whole  day  to  make  the  battle  a 
decisive  one.  For  instances  of  individual  gal- 
lantzy,  conspicuous  above  others,  I  refer  to  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  officers  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine  enlisted  men  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth ;  the  loss  was  five  hundred  and  fifty* 


eight,  of  whom  eighfy  were  killed,  four  hun- 
dred and  fiffy-four  wounded,  and  twenty-four 
missing.  Among  the  killed  I  regret  to  record 
the  name  of  Major  John  C.  Thompson,  of  the 
Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  A  man  of 
education  and  position  at  home,  of  an  age  far 
beyond  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  land 
for  involuntary  service,  at  the  first  tocsin  of  war 
he  enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  fought  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  ranks  at  Belmont  and  Shiloh,  hav- 
ing been  severely  wounded  at  the  latter. 
His  gallantry  and  services  marked  him  before 
the  men  of  his  State  for  promotion,  which  he 
soon  after  received,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment, with  his  usual  gallantry,  at  tlie  battle  of 
Murfreesboro.  On  the  memorable  field  of  the 
Chickamauga  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  h^  been  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a 
patriot. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  ooedient  servant, 
Patton  Akdebson, 

Brigadier-Gooeral,  commanding. 

BEPOBT  OF  BBIOADIER-OENERAL  L.  E.  POI^ 

QUOQUAKIKHB  POLK'S  BBiaADB,  1 

Bdobs  Gbatxakoooa,  TBfSEBxs,  October  10,  1863.  j 

To  CapUnn  Irving  A.  Btick,  AssiOcpU  Acfju- 
tanirOenercd  Cheoumis  Division : 
Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  divis- 
ion headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade, 
composed  of  the  following  regiments,  from  left 
to  right:  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Sdith ;  First  Arkansas, 
Colonel  J.  W.  Colquitt ;  Second  Tennessee,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  W.  D.  Bobinson;  Forty- 
eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  G.  H. 
Nixon ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Tennessee,  commanded 
by  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  and  Calvert's  battery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  S.  J.  Key,  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  on 
Chickamauga  Creek: 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, my  brigade  rested  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Cleburne's  division,  which  formed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  About 
one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  right  of  the  army.  The 
necessary  orders  were  immediately  given,  and 
my  brigade  commenced  moving  down  Chicka- 
mauga Creek,  wading  the  creek  at  Tete's  Ford, 
and,  moving  on,  was  placed  in  position  some 
three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  I^ddell's  divis- 
ion, on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  Tho 
other  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  following, 
were  pla^ced  in  position  on  the  prolongation  ^ 
my  left  In  this  move,  some  eight  miles,  from 
the  left  to  the  right  of  the  army,  although  expe- 
ditiously performed,  some  hours  were  taken. 
About  five  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Cleburne  to  move  my  bri> 
gade  forward,  to  pass  over  Liddell's  division  in 
our  front,  and  engage  and  drive  the  enennr  b^ 
fore  us.  My  brigade  was  immediately  moved  fot^ 
ward,  and  having  passed  Liddell's  division  i 
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two  hniidred  yards,  enoonntered  the  enemy 
ftrongly  posted  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  with  tempo- 
nry  breastworks,  who  immediately  opened  a  de- 
Btructiye  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  small  arms, 
upon  the  left  of  my  line,  which,  for  a  moment, 
caused  a  delay  in  my  advance.  The  right  of  the 
brigade  0Terlapi>ine  their  line,  and  finding  little 
resistance  in  their  front,  wheeled  to  the  left  and 
took  the  enemy  on  the  flank.  At  the  same  time, 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  Semple*s  and  Key's, 
having  been  ordered  an  by  Greneral  Cleburne 
between  Wood's  and  my  brigade,  opened  at  short 
range  upon  the  enemy  Their  lines  gave  way, 
and  they  fell  back  in  great  confusion.  We  con- 
tinued to  press  them  till  nearly  nine  o'clock, 
when,  there  being  some  danger  of  firing  into 
our  own  men,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  rec- 
tify or  lines.  This  ended  the  contest  for  the 
night,  most  of  the  fighting  having  been  done 
since  dark.  In  this  engagement  we  drove  the 
enemy  seven  miles  and  a  quarter,  captured  over 
fiffy  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
same  number  of  caissons.  The  loss  of  the  bri- 
sad^,  considering  the  heavy  musketry,  was 
Eght,  not  being  over  sixty  men  killed  and 
wounded.  We  rested  in  line  of  battle  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  with  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  some  four  hundred  yards  in 
front 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  our  pro- 
vision wagons  were  brought  up  and  the  men 
permitted  to  eat  their  breakfast,  having  been 
without  anything  to  eat  for  twenty-four  hours. 
My  brigade  was  again  ordered  forward,  com- 
mencing the  move  about  nine  o'clock ;  General 
Breckinridge  having  placed  his  line  upon  the 
prolongation  of  my  right,  with  two  batteries  of 
artUleiy  between  the  right  of  my  brigade  and 
left  of  his  division ;  owing  to  some  mistakes  I 
did  not  receive  the  order  to  advance  until  a  few 
moments  after  General  Breckinridge's  division 
had  been  put  in  motion.  Immediately  upon  the 
wxier  bein^  received  I  moved  my  bngaae,  obli- 
quing slightiy  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  my 
right  connected  with  General  Breckinridge  s 
Iwt ;  the  enemy's  fortifications  running  off  at 
right  angles  to  the  rear  of  their  Une,  opposite 
the  right  of  my  brigade,  I  was  not  able  to  re- 
cover my  immediate  connection  with  his  left 
before  I  encountered  the  enemy,  strongly  posted 
in  a  strong  line  of  fortifications,  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill ;  my  line  from  right  to  left  soon  became 
furiously  engaged — ^the  enemy  pouriiftf  a  most 
destructive  Ire  of  canister  and  musketry  into 
my  advamcing  line,  so  terrible,  indeed,  that  my 
line  could  not  advance  in  the  face  of  it,  but  lyin^ 
down  partially  protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
we  continued  the  fight  some  hour  and  a  half. 
Wood's  brigade  not  promptlv  supporting  me 
upon  the  le»,  it  was  impossible  to  charge  their 
breastworks.  My  ammunition  becoming  ex- 
hausted, by  orders,  I  fell  back  some  four  hun- 
dred yards,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  m^ 
front  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  until 
my  ammunition  could  be  replenished.  The 
enemy  were  too  much  hurt  to  advance,  and  were 


well  satisfied  to  hold  tiieir  works.  I  remained 
in  this  position  some  hours.  In  this  engage- 
ment my  loss  was  very  great,  amounting  to 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Among  the  number  was  Captain  W.  J.  Mor- 
ris, of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment,  a 
brave  and  worthy  oflScer.  Captain  McKnight, 
of  Second  Tennessee  regiment,  also  fell  in  tiiese 
engagements  in  the  faithful  dischaige  of  his 
duties.  Major  Driven,  of  the  Second  Tennessee, 
received  a  most  painful  and  serious  wound  in 
the  head.  Adjutant  Greenwood,  of  First  Arkan- 
sas, one  of  the  best  and  most  gallant  ofiBcers  in 
the  army,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Here  also  my 
Inspector-General,  Captain  Hugh  S.  Otey,  a  brave 
ana  faithful  officer,  was  mortsuly  wounded  by  a 
cannon  ball,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  died  a 
few  days  after.  My  brigade  remained  here  until 
about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Clebume  to  advance  and  take  up  my 
position  upon  the  left  of  Brigadier-General 
Jackson.  Arriving  in  this  position,  I  found 
General  Jackson's  line  advancing ;  partially 
wheeling  my  brigade  to  the  left,  I  immediately 
advanced  with  Jackson's  brigade,  and  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks, 
some  five  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  where 
I  engaged  them  in  the  morning.  Again  I  was 
met  by  a  terrible  volley  of  grape,  canister,  and 
small  arms,  which  caused  a  temporarv  halt 
Ordering  Lieutenant  Key  to  bring  up  his  battery 
beneatii  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  my  line  of 
battle  was  fighting,  he  repued  that  his  horses 
could  not  live  a  moment  under  such  a  fire.  I 
then  ordered  him  to  bring  the  pieces  by  hand, 
and,  assisted  by  some  vomnteers  from  &e  bri- 
gade, succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  opened  upon 
their  breastworks  with  double  charges  of  canis- 
ter, at  a  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred  vards. 
Observing  at  this  time,  that  the  enemy  s  line 
wavered,  I  immediately  ordered  a  charge,  and, 
at  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  succeeded  in  getting 
possession  of  their  first  line  of  works,  taking 
more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  aU  of  them 
regulars.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  some  confu- 
sion to  his  second  line  and  again  made  a  stand. 
About  this  time  some  batteries  of  artillery, 
which  (jeneral  Clebume  had  massed  on  a  hill 
upon  my  left,  poured  so  destructive  a  fire  upon 
the  columns  coming  up  to  support  the  troops  in 
the  breastworks,  mat  finding  that  tiieir  sup- 
ports had  been  driven  back,  they  gave  way  and 
retired  in  great  confusion  from  tneir  second  line 
of  breastworks,  and  did  not  stop  a  moment  in 
their  third  line.  I  moved  my  brigade  rapidly 
forward  and  pursued  them  across  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  reaching  the  road  a  little  before  dark. 
At  this  time  the  firing  had  stopped  everywhere, 
and  the  army  of  Rosecrans  was  in  rapid  and  dis- 
orderly retreat  towards  Chattanooga.  In  this 
engagement  my  loss,  though  not  as  heavy  as 
in  the  morning,  was  heavy — ^losing  nearly  two 
hundred  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Beard, 
of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment, 
and  Captain  George  Moore,  of  same  regiment, 
both  gaUant  officers,  met  tiieir  death.     Here 
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also  Captain  N.  C.  Hookersmifh  and  Lieutenant 
A.  J.  Petner,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  were 
seriously  wounded.  Many  other  true  and  brave 
men  also  fell  here. 

During  the  entire  fight  the  men  and  ofiGcers  of 
my  brigade  acted  weU. 

Among  the  oflBcers  who  were  most  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  must 
mention  the  name  of  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  Thirty- 
fifth  Tennesse  regiment  Upon  every  field  in 
the  West,  from  Shiloh  to  Chickamauga,  this  offi- 
cer has  acted  with  conspicuous  courage  and 
coolness.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  na!ne  for 
promotion. 

Colonel  Smith,  of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate 
regiment,  acted  with  his  usual  courage  and  skilL 
He  has  since  been  promoted.  Promotion  could 
not  have  fallen  on  one  more  worthy. 

Colonel  Robinson,  Colonel  Colquitt,  Colonel 
Nixon,  Lieutenant^lonel  Holes,  and  Major 
Pearson  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders  for  other  names  distinguish- 
ed for  gallantry. 

I  here  return  my  thanks  to  Captain  W.  H. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schell,  for  efficient  services  rendered  upon 
the  field. 

A  full  list  of  tiie  casualties  in  my  brigade  has 
already  been  sent  forward. 

Respectfully, 

L.  E.  Polk. 
Brigadier  General. 

BEPORT  OF  BBiaADIER43ENERAL  &  A.  IL  WOOD. 

HsADQUAEcnESS  WooD*B  BRiaAra,        \ 
Mbsonabt  Ridgi,  Tesvoosr,  October  0, 1863.  j 

Ctypicdn  Buck,  A.  A,  O. : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  submits  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  his  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  near  Chickamauga  river : 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  Thirty-second 
and  Forty-nfth  Mississippi  regiments,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  M.  P.  Lowry ;  the  Thirty-third 
Alabama,  Colonel  Samuel  Adams ;  the  Forty- 
fifth  Alabama,  Colonel  Breedlove,  and  the  Six- 
teenth Alabama,  Major  McGaughey ;  also.  Major 
A.  T.  Hankins'  battalion  of  sharpshooters.  Sem- 
ple*8  battery  is  attached  to  this  brigade,  but  had 
been,  about  the  time  we  arrived  in  the  field, 
directed  by  orders  from  the  Division  Chief  of 
Artillery. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  nineteenth,  the  bri- 
gide  was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattanooga  road,  near  where  the  left  of  our 
army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Orders 
were  received  to  march  in  rear  of  Brigawiier-Gen- 
eral  Polk's  brigade.  After  moving  in  a  north- 
eastwardly direction  for  four  or  five  miles,  we 
approached  the  field  near  the  right  of  our  anny 
and  formed  in  line  of  batde,  after  crossing  the 
West  Chickamauga  Creek  at  a  ford,  the  men 
wading.  This  delayed  our  march  in  order  to 
close  up,  which  was  ferther  delaved  by  two 
batteries  taking  the  road.    The  brigade  was 


formed  in  line  as  follows:  Right — Hankiiis, 
Lowry,  Breedlove,  McGraughey;  Adams,  left 
Brigadier-General  Polk  was  on  my  right ;  Briga- 
dier-General Deshler  on  my  left  At  this  time 
Major-General  Cleburne  ordered  me  to  move 
forward  (the  guide  being  upon  my  brigade),  and, 
if  I  met  with  any  batteries,  not  to  delav,  but 
charge  and  take  them.  I  communicatea  this 
order  to  each  of  my  Colonels.  SkirmislierB 
were  thrown  out  three  hundred  yards  in  ad- 
vance. Firing  of  pickets  was  all  this  time  going 
on  in  our  front,  and  I  heard  it  remarked  that  a 
line  of  our  troops  were  in  that  direction.  The 
order  was  now  given  ^  advance.  We  soon 
came  to  a  line  of  our  men  lying  down,  which 
we  passed  over.  In  a  few  minutes  our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  and  the  line  pressed 
rapidly  to  the  front,  passing  through  a  wooded 
and  slightly  undulating  country,  untd  we  reached 
the  field.  The  line  touched  the  fence  in  a  slight 
ravine  or  hollow,  the  ground  gradually  ascend- 
ing in  the  field  in  front.  The  opening  covered 
nearly  the  length  of  my  brigade,  and  was  about 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  across.  The  e^emy 
were  strongly  posted  in  rear  of  this  field,  having 
constructed  breastworks  of  rails  and  logs.  They 
opened  fire,  as  we  crossed  the  fence,  with  great 
rapidity.  The  command  moved  up  vigorously 
against  a  foe  aknost  wholly  protected  from  our 
fire,  and  who  delivered  volley  after  voUey  into 
our  ranks.  When  we  had  reached  the  farther 
side  of  the  field,  manv  of  the  enemy  still  re- 
mained behind  their  defences,  and  shots  were 
delivered  in  twenty  paces  of  each  other.  In 
crossing  this  field  Colonel  Lowry,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Mississippi  regiment,  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  continued  exertions  in 
urging  forward  his  command.  The  enemy  were 
routoa  from  their  defences  and  driven  into  ike 
woods.  In  advancing,  the  brigade  to  my  right 
had  changed  direction  to  the  left,  which  threw 
its  left  in  front  of  my  right,  and  prevented  Col- 
onel Lowry's  commana  and  MAJor  Hankjim' 
sharpshootets  from  firing.  I  sent  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-Genersd,  Captain  Pahner,  to  order  them 
to  cease  firing ;  but,  before  he  arrived,  Golond 
Lowry  had  anticipated  the  order  by  giving  it 
himself.  The  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
next  to  the  right,  was  now  in  advance  of  Col- 
onel Lowry  and  halted,  ceasing  to  fire  at  tiiis 
time,  as  did  also  the  Sixteenm  Alabama,  ihe 
enemy  having  fallen  back.  The  Thirty-third 
Alabamdp  being  my  left  in  advancing,  was 
pressed  upon  by  the  right  of  Deshler*s  brigade, 
which  I  strove  to  prevent  The  direction  of 
their  hue  being  slightly  oblique  to  mine,  and  it 
being  dark,  some  little  confusion  occurred  aa  to 
the  positions  of  the  different  commands,  whid^ 
were  soon  rectified.  Skirmishers  were  ordered 
out  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  then  doubled. 
We  captured  over  a  hundred  prisoners,  besidee 
the  wounded  left  on  the  field.  Most  of  them 
were  taken  at  the  log  defences,  which  tiiey  said 
they  had  been  instructed  to  hold  to  the  last  In 
no  action  has  this  command  ever  displajred  man 
eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  -or  been  more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


481 


BiiocesBfiil  in  their  attack.  The  brunt  of  the 
action  was  on  the  left  of  Polk's  brigade  and 
acroes  mine.  He  alone  advanced  through  an 
open  field  and  against  the  defences  of  logs  and 
rails.  Other  troops  had  failed  to  carry  iMs 
position  during  the  day,  as  we  heard.  The  con- 
nision  which  happened  to  one  of  the  regiments 
was  the  result  of  some  unauthorized  person 
giving  a  command  **  to  retreat"  (see  report  of 
Sixteenth  Alabama  raiment),  and  that  was  soon 
rectified  by  Major  McGaughev.  The  whole  com- 
mand lay  upon  their  arms  muing  the  night,  in 
line  of  l^ttie.  Semple*s  battery,  attached  to  my 
bri^de,  was  not  under  my  control  during  this 
action.  I,  however,  saw  it  placed  in  position 
by  the  Division  Chief  of  ArtiUei^,  and  its  fire 
was  of  the  greatest  service  in  routing  the  enemy 
and  silencing  his  batteries.  On  the  morning  of 
the  twentietib,  the  troops  were  aroused  at  early 
dawn,  the  line  rectified,  the  skirmishers  in 
front  relieved,  and  everything  made  ready  to 
raigage  the  enemy.  Ammunition  had  been 
replenished  during  the  night  Shortly  after 
daylight,  a  day's  ration  of  cooked  provisions 
was  brought  up  and  distributed.  The  morning 
was  cold,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  have 
small  fires  and  eat  their  breakfast  At  ten 
o'clock  I  was  notified  the  line  was  about  to  near 
the  enemy,  and  that  the  movement  would  com- 
mence on  my  right  I  had  already  heard  that 
it  was  probable  that  my  brigade  overlapped 
troops  to  my  left  not  of  this  division,  and 
that  some  irregularity  existed  in  the  lines  as 
formed.  At  a  few  minutes  past  ten  the  brigade 
on  my  right  moved  forward,  and  I  moved  with 
it  Its  left  soon  crowded  on  my  right,  when 
I  obliqued  to  the  left  to  rive  room.  In  a  few 
moments  it  made  a  rapid  movement  obliquely 
to  the  right,  leaving  a  gap.  The  brigade  was 
at  once  ordered  to  follow  this  movement  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  do  so,  but  we  were 
now  under  fire  of  artillery,  and  had  advanced  but 
a  short  distance  when  my  ri?ht  was  within 
short  range  of  the  enemy's  rifles.    They  were 


hidden  behind  loes  and  timber,  covered  with 
bushes.  The  whole  line  to  the  right,  was  now 
at  a  halt,  and  firing ;  this  was  followed  by  tiie 


right  of  my  brigade,  Hankins'  sharpshooters  and 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment  The  Major-Oeneral 
passed  me  at  this  moment,  and  I  informed  him 
that  mv  left  had  passed  over  some  of  our  troops 
lyine  down,  and  were  in  front  of  them.  The 
whole  front  of  the  brigade  to  my  left  was  cov- 
ered hv  other  troops.  He  directed  me  to  see  to 
the  len  of  my  command,  and  said  that  Deshler's 
brigade  would  be  taken  to  the  right  The  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  on  a  line  with  the  troops  in 
the  front  line  to  my  left,  who  were  also  lying 
down.  I  found  Brigadier-General  Bowen  at  the 
right  of  his  line,  and  told  him  that  the  batteries 
now  firing  on  us  would  enfilade  me  if  I  advanced 
without  a  corresponding  advance  to  my  left  He 
said  he  had  no  orders  to  advance,  but  would 
send  to  Major-General  Stewart  for  orders.  Major- 
Qeneral  Stewart  came  to  that  position,  and  Iulv- 


ing  ordered  his  division  forward,  I  immediately 
ordered  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment,  sup- 
porting my  battery,  up  into  line  with  the  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments,  and 
ordered  them  ail  forward.  About  this  time  the 
line  to  the  right  had  fallen  back,  and  the  position 
occupied  by  Colonel  Lowry  ana  Major  Hankins 
was  taken  by  Deshler's  bngade.  The  peculiar 
character  of  the  enemy's  works,  represented  by 
a  diagram  annexed,  will  show  that,  whilst  the 
right  of  my  command  was  very  near  them,  an 
angle  was  formed  in  its  front,  and  the  enemy's 
Uno  was  thrown  back  so  as  to  give  them  ue 
cover  of  woods,  and  compel  us  to  advance 
through  a  wide  field.  My  brigade  advanced 
into  this  field.  The  Thirty-third  Alabama,  under 
tiie  lead  of  its  gallant  Colonel,  crossed  the  field 
and  the  Chattanooga  road.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  and  thoueh 
this  movement  was  supported  by  Browns, 
Clayton's,  and  Bate's  brigades,  it  was  not  long 
before  all  had  to  return,  and  were  again  assem- 
bled and  formed  at  the  position  from  which  they 
layat  advanced.  My  command,  being  the  right 
of  the  lino  advancing  against  this  returned  hue 
of  tbe  enemy,  was  subjected  to  a  cross  and 
enfilading  fire,  which  was  very  severe  on  all,  but 
especidly  on  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
which  was  forced  back  earlier  than  the  Sixteenth 
and  Thirty-third  Alabama,  and  re-formed  on 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment  As  soon  as  the  posi- 
tion of  these  regiments  could  be  ascertained,  the 
Sixteenth  and  Thirty-third  were  ordered  to  take 
their  places  in  the  line,  they  being  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  in  advance  on  the  left  During 
tills  movement  Semple's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Goldthwaite,  followed  the 
brigade  and  opened  effectively  on  the  enemy.  In 
the  second  advance  it  was  not  deemed  desirable 
that  the  battery  should  advance  with  the  bri- 
gade, the  batteries  of  other  brigades  on  our  left 
being  ordered  to  remain  in  position.  After  re- 
forming our  line,  a  division  was  moved  to  our 
right  (Cheatham's),  and  I  received  an  order  to 
move  up  to  the  support  of  Polk's  brigade.  I 
formed  m  line  with  it,  threw  out  skirmishers, 
and  moved  to  the  right  a  half  mile.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  with  the  enemy  until 
nearly  sundown,  \^en,  General  Polk  having 
advanced  and  desiring  the  support  of  a  regiment, 
I  directed  Colonel  Lowry  to  go  to  his  support 
But  the  enemy  had  been  routed. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  com- 
mand conducted  itself  with  more  spirit  or  deter- 
mination. By  subsequent  examination  of  the 
field,  it  was  observed  that  at  no  point  were  the 
enemy's  works  so  strong  as  in  our  front ;  and 
the  peculiar  formation  of  his  lines,  which,  owing 
to  the  heavy  timber  and  under-growth,  could  not 
be  ascertained  by  any  effort  but  an  assault,  sub- 
jected the  command  to  a  very  destructive  cross 
and  enfilading  fire  on  Sunday.  The  reports  of 
the  Colonels  and  commanders  of  batteries  and 
battalions  will  show  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
loss,  at  the  tiice,  in  the  bricade.  was  ninety-six 
killed  on  the  field,  and  six  hundred  and  eighty 
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wounded.  Many  have  died  sinoe,  among  .them 
four  field  officers :  Major  MoChLUghey,  of  the 
Sixteenth  Alabama  regiment ;  Mi^or  Oarr,  Thir- 
ty-eecond  Mississippi ;  Major  Hankins,  Hankins* 
sharpshooters;  Major  Gkbson,  Gibson's  bat- 
talion^ attached  to  Thirty-third  Alabama  regi- 
ment These  officers,  of  the  same  rank,  were  all 
distinguished  by  former  services  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Thev  were  aU  of  great  merit,  and  their 
loss  will  be  long  deeply  resetted  by  their  com- 
mands. For  further  particulars,  reference  is 
made  to  reports  of  conmianders  of  raiments  and 
.oompanies. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a  A.  M.  Wood, 

Bdgmdior-Oener^ 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIOADIER-OENERAL  IL  A.  STOVAUL. 

HaAOQUAKlBS  SnawALUB  Bbmuoi,) 
BttOKCnODGB'S  DiTIblOH,  HlLL'8  CORTS,  V 

MnnoNABT  RiDOK,  October  8, 1863.    J 

lb  Mqjor  Jcunes   Wilson,  Assistant  AdjtUaiU' 

Oenercd: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  mv  bri^uie 
in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
teml>er,1863: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters 
Breckinridge's  division,  of  date  September  six- 
teen, 1863,  I  moved  from  my  nosition  on  the 
Alpine  road,  near  Lafayette,  (ieorgia,  on  the 
Catlin's  Gap  road,  at  or  near  Uie  latter  place  on 
the  morning  of  the  seventeenth.  Here  I  re- 
mained in  position  until  the  morning  of  the 
eighteentii,  when  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  on 
the  Crawfish  to  Chattanooga  road.  I  halted  at 
the  intersection  of  the  two  latter  for  about 
thirty  minutes,  when  I  marched  to  Pigeon  Ridge, 
near  Glass's  Mill  (stoppii^  and  fonning  line 
of  battle  for  a  short  while,  in  the  meantime),  and 
again  went  into  position.  I  remained  at  this 
place  until  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  when  I  was 
again  moved  down  the  Chattfinooga  road  to  Snow 
mlL  Skirmishers  had  scarcely  oeen  deployed, 
and  the  proper  dispositions  made,  when  I  was 
ordered  still  further  forward  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  to  the  battle-field  as  reinforcements  to 
the  right  of  our  line,  reported  then  to  be  hard 
pressed  by  the  enemy.  This  move  did  not  com- 
mence until  five  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  hence  I  did  not 
.  get  into  position  until  Sunday,  the  twentieth  in- 
stant &kturday  night,  the  nineteenth  instant, 
we  slept  on  the  ed^e  of  the  battle-field,  and 
moved  out  into  position  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  the 
next  (Sunday]  morning.  We  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  sunrise,  this  division  being  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  army — ^my  brigsSe  being  in 
the  centre  of  the  division,  and  between  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Adams  and  Helm 
respectively.  Skirmishers  —  twenty-five  men 
from  each  regiment — were  immediately  deploy- 
ed, under  command  of  lieutenantGolonel  Badger, 
of  the  Fourth  Florida  regiment  Subsequently, 
orders  were  received  to  advance  the  line  thus 
deployed,  and  for  a  regiment  to  be  thrown  for- 


ward to  support  them«  In  obedience  tliereto,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Borden,  commanding  the  Fouriii 
Florida  regiment,  to  take  out  his  command  as 
the  support  required.  Fot  the  maimer  in  which 
he  manoeuvred  it^  while  in  advance,  I  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  accompanying  report  from  nim. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'cIool,  my  brigade  was 
ordered  to  advance.  I  moved  out  in  good  order, 
parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  about  a  half 
mile,  not  without  first  encountering  two  distinct 
lines  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  driying 
them  in.  Here  the  brigade  was  halted  and,  by 
a  flank  movement,  formed  nearly  perpendicular 
to  its  former  position.  Thus  re-formed,  I  moved 
forward,  and  had  not  gone  far  before  I  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  sta-ongly 
intrenched.  Here  the  battle  raged  fiercely.  A 
concentrated  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  shot 
and  shell,  of  every  conceivable  character,  was 
poured  into  us  from  the  front,  while  my  left 
suffered  no  less  from  an  enfilading  fire  equally 
galling  and  severe.  Brigadier-General  Helm's 
brigade,  having  encountered  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, was  unable  to  keep  up  the  alignment, 
which,  taken  with  the  fact  that  the  reserve  or- 
dered to  our  support  failed  to  come  up,  and  the 
further  fact  that  my  left,  as  well  as  my  front,  was 
thus  exposed,  the  brigade — in  fact,  the  whole 
line— was  forced  to  retire.  The  troops  of  my 
command  fell  back  simultaneously,  fonning  in 
perfect  order,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  yards 
m  rear  of  the  nosition  for  which  they  had  gal- 
lantly contestea.  From  this  position  I  was  still 
further  retired  and  placed  in  position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  division,  actineas  a  support 
to  the  command  of  Major-General  WUliam  H.  T. 
Walker.  Here  I  remained  at  rest  for  a  few  hours. 
During  the  interval.  I  had  my  cartridge-boxes  all 
replenished,  my  command  remaining  quiet  imtil 
four  o'clock  p.  M.  About  that  hour  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  brigade  to  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line.  Again  formed  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road.  This  latter  movement  was  or- 
dered, that  we  might  form  part  of  .a  support  to 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-Generals  Liddell  and 
Walthtdl.  They  were  soon  driven  in,  but  were 
afterwards  re-formed  and  thrown  forward  a  sec- 
ond time.  Just  at  this  juncture,  I  was  ordered 
to  advance.  Changing  my  direction  by  a  left  half 
wheel,  I  was  brought  to  the  enemy's  line.  ThiM 
in  position,  I  commenced  the  charge.  My  bri- 
gaae  pressed  through  two  lines  of  our  own 
troops,  passed  over  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
and,  with  deafening  shouts  of  patriotic  enthu- 
siasm, pursued  the  foe  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
where,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  halted,  night 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  state- 
ment, marked ^  showing  the  regiment,  name, 

and  rank  of  evei^  officer  and  soldier  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing ;  abo  the  character  of  the 
wounds. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Dihrorth,  Hrst 
and  Third  Florida;  Colonel  Borden,  Fourth 
Florida ;  Lieutenantk!)olonel  Ray,  Sixtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  Captain  Cone,  Forty-seventh  Qeor- 
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gift,  who  led  their  t^epective  ootmnands  with 
Bkm  and  judgment  A]BOf  to  Ceptain  Weaver, 
who  saooeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Sixtieth 
North  Garoliua  after  its  Colonel  waa  disabled. 
Captain  J.  P.  G.  Whitehead,  my  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Hanson,  and  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Hall  ^who  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  shoulder),  displayed  great  cocdness  and  dar- 
VDK  durinff  tne  confUot^  and  to  them  I  am  much 
indebted  tor  valuable  services  rendered ;  also,  to 
lieutenant  A.  Dunham,  Ordnanoe  Officer,  for  the 
profflptnesB  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  the 
auties  of  his  responsible  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  Stovall, 

Brigadier-General 
BBPORT  or  KU0ASIER-6ENERAL  OBOROB  MANET. 

RKAOQCTAItmB  MlNKT'8  BnOAOB,  1 

It  ntTous  HBAm  QiATLUiDocUt  Ta9nrnBt%  Oct  8, 1883.  j 

Mctk)r  James  D.  Porter^  AasisUmt  AdHxacnU- 

Ueneral: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant,  near 
(Mckamauga  Creek : 

My  brigade  was  composed  of  the  Fourth 
Tennessee  regiment.  Colonel  James  A.  McMur- 
ny  commanding ;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Tennes- 
see regiments  (consoUdatod),  Colonel  George  C. 
Porter  commanding ;  the  First  and  Twenty-sev- 
enth Tennessee  regiments  (consolidatod),  Col- 
onel H.  R.  Field  commanding ;  Maney's  oattal- 
ion  sharpshooters,  Maior  Fnmk  Maney  com- 
manding, and  a  field  battery  of  four  twelve- 
pounder  Napoleonguns,  imder  the  command  of 
First  Lieutenant  William  6.  Turner. 

My  command  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
September,  and,  after  proceeding  in  a  northern 
direction  about  two  miles  bv  the  flank,  was 
fonned  in  line  of  battle.  I  here  met  General 
Liddell's  command,  which  was  being  re-formed, 
after  having  been,  as  I  understood,  severely  en- 
gaged with  superior  numbers.  Passing  forward 
of  this  command  towards  the  engagement  then, 
p^ding,  and  which  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
up  by  brigpEkdes  in  advance  of  me,  I  was,  aiter 
some  inconsiderable  halts,  ordered  to  enter  the 
action  by  relieving  Jackson's  brigade — ^my  in- 
formation, at  the  time,  being  that  Strahl*s  bri- 
gade would  be  in  line  on  my  left  The  position 
pointed  out  to  me  as  the  one  at  which  I  was  to 
relieve  Jackson's  command,  was  a  ridge  well 
wooded,  where  the  right  half  of  my  command 
rested;  but  firom  the  centre,  to  my  left,  the  timber 
on  the  side  of  approach  had  been  newly  felled 
and  presented  some,  difficulty  to  easy  passage 
in  line.  In  extension  to  my  left,  fhere  was  an 
open  com  field— a  narrow  strip  of  woodland  in- 
tervening. My  line  conunenced  engaging  in- 
stant on  reaching  the  top  of  the  ridge  de- 
scribed, and  in  a  few  moments  afterwards  I  was 
informed  by  a  messenger  from  General  Forrest 
that  there  was  nothing  on  the  right  but  his  cav- 
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airy,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  sustain  himself 
against  the  strong  force  of  the  eaemy  which  was 
pressing  him.  Strahl's  brigade  was  not  at  this 
moment  in  line  with  me  on  the  left,  it  having, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  become  earlier  engaged 
and  fallen  back  to  re-form.  My  own  line  num- 
bered less  than  one  thousand  g^ins.  My  bat- 
tery was  just  in  rear  of  my  centre,  but  the 
ground  was  not  favorabfe  to  its  advantageous 
engagement  About  three  hundred  yards  m  my 
rear  tnere  was  a  hill-top  in  open  woods— a  most 
favorable  position  in  many  particulars  for  a  bat- 
tery. Lieutenant  Turner  was  ordered  to  leave 
one  piece  in  position,  to  be  used  in  any  emer- 
^encv  which  might  arise,  and  retire  the  remiun- 
ing  three  to  this  hill-top,  and  there  take  posi- 
tion and  await  further  orders.  Some  moments 
after  this  I  heard  a  battery  open  in  rear  of.  the 
right  of  my  line,  and  hastening  to  it  I  found  that 
Forrest  had  been  forced  in  on  mv  right  Gen- 
eral Forrest,  in  person,  was  wim  the  battery, 
which  was  firing  obliquely  to  the  front  and  right, 
and,  as  I  thought,  too  much  in  range  with  two 
companies  of  my  right  regiment,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  as  flankers  to  this  part  of  my  line. 
General  Forrest  was  apprised  of  this  hct  and 
requested  to  oblique  his  guns  more  to  the  right, 
which  he  did  and  continued  firing,  as  he  in- 
formed me  the  enemy  was  oertainhr  approaching 
in  force  from  that  direction.  The  firing  was  now 
constant  along  my  entire  front,  and  the  enemy's 
indicated  that  his  line  extended  far  beyond  my 
left  Forrest's  battery  was  some  protection  to  m^ 
right  flank,  and  my  single  Napoleon,  while  it 
could  not  fire  with  any  efiect  over  the  ridge  in 
front,  was  in  position  to  rake  tho  open  fiela  to 
the  left  and  rear  of  my  line,  and  to  this  extent  pre- 
vented the  enemy's  coming  behi^  us,  unless  it 
should  first  be  driven  off  by  sharpshooters, 
lodged  on  the  ridge-top,  under  cover  of  the 
woods  between  nw  line  and  the  field.  The  ao- 
tion  increased  in  fury,  especially  on  the  left,  and 
I  was  soon  convinced  that  my  command  was 
greatly  overmatehed  in  numbers.  A  staff  officer 
was  sent  with  this  information  to  the  division. 
General,  and  another  to  my  left  and  rear  in. 
search  of  General  Strahl,  with  tho  request  foe 
him  to  move  up  in  line  with  me  on  the  left. 
Passing  myself  to  the  ridge-top  to  the  left  of  my 
line,  I  discovered  the  enemy  but  a  short  diih- 
tance  -from  my  left,  advancing  by  the  flank 
boldlv,  and  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  pas»» 
in^  tnfough  this  skirt  of  woods  at  right  angles 
with  mv  fine,  and  thus  gain  my  rear  and  centre 
of  my  left  flank.  The  emergency  was  critical, 
and,  being  without  a  staff  officer  I  hastened 
in  person  to  Greneral  Strahl,  who  I  found  had 
received  mv  message  and  was  aligning  for  an 
advance.  To  avoid  delay,  I  asked  nim  to  move 
forward  a  single  reeiment  to  hold  the  interval 
between  my  left  and  the  ojpen  field,  and  he  or- 
dered his  right  regiment,  Colonel  Walker's,  and 
perhaps  another,  to  advance  immediately.  This 
force  made  a  gallant  drive  forward,  and  the 
enemy  gave  way  before  them.  I  had,  about  this 
time,  received  &e  order  to  fall  back  and  form  be^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


484 


REBELUON    RflOORD,    1862-66. 


biiKl  Smith's  brigade,  wMoh  was  in  line  with 
mj  guns  on  ther  hill-top  in  the  rear.  My  line 
was  retired  in  as  good  order  as  its  shattered 
condition  would  admit  of.  Before  reaching 
Smith's  line,  I  was  instructed  to  oontinne  my  in- 
fantry back  to  the  ordnance  wagons  for  a  sup- 
ply of  ammunition.  The  ammunition  replenish- 
ed, my  command  again  moved  forward  and  bi- 
vouacked for  the  night  an  hue  with  and  on  the 
left  of  the  division,  without  farther  engage- 
ment of  my  infantry  for  the  day. 

My  advanced  gun,  xmder  the  immediate  com- 
mand and  efficient  management  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  after  covering  the  retiring  line 
with  several  well-directed  shots  at  short  range, 
was  withdrawn  to  the  hill-top  and  took  position 
with  the  other  three— the  littery,  by  order  of 
the  division  General,  being  retained  there  with 
the  line  formed  to  check  the  enemy's  advance. 
The  service  it  here  rendered  in  checldng  and 
driving  back  the  enemy's  advancing  line  did 
not  occur  under  my  immediate  eye,  out  is  re- 
ported as  toilliant  and  decisive.  The  enemy, 
pressing  forward  on  what  he  deemed  our  yield- 
ing lines,  was  met  by  shot  and  shell,  and  then 
double  charges  of  canister  belched  in  quidc  suc- 
cession from  four  as  good  guns  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, as  gallantly  and  efficiently  manned  and 
served  as  any  our  service  can  boast  lliree 
times  his  lines  were  broken  and  shattered  before 
their  deadly  discharges,  and  finally  he  aban- 
doned, in  disordered  rout,  all  efforts  to  capture 
them.  The  exceUent  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Turner  and  his  gallant  officers  a^d  men  on  this 
occasion  was  but  a  repetition  of  their  services 
on  the  fields  of  Perryville  and  Murfreesboro. 

The  active  engagement  of  my  command  on 
Saturday  was  aik^ut  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
in  duration  and  extremely  severe.  Besides 
being  opposed  on  aU  parts  by  largely  superior 
numbers,  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  were 
actively  served  against  it  obliquely  from  the 
right  and  left,  and  ranging  principally  from  the 
centre  to  the  left  of  my  lines.  The  loss  in  this 
engagement  was  heavy,  including  some  of  the 
most  valuable  officers  of  my  command.  Colonel 
McMurray,  a  gentleman  of  the  noblest  quahties 
and  an  officer  of  fine  abilities  and  great  gallan- 
try, received  a  wound  in  ^e  thickest  of  the 
fight,  from  which  he  has  since  died,  and  Lieu- 
tenan^Colonel  Lewis  and  Major  Bradshaw,  of 
the  same  regiment,  both  officers  of  great  merit, 
were,  in  quick  succession,  severely  wounded  in 
the  gallant  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  Turner's  battery  the  loss  of  officers  was 
two  of  the  four — ^FirslrLieutenant  Smith  severe- 
ly wounded,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Ingraham 
killed.  Both  these  officers  displayed  great  galr 
lantry.  While  the  behavior  of  my  entire  fine 
was  of  a  character  so  entirely  satisfactory  and 
commendable  as  to  forbid  the  claim  of  superior- 
ify  in  conduct  of  any  one  part  over  another,  the 
extreme  left,  held  bv  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  was  most  exposed,  and 
the  chances  of  the  dav  demanded  of  this  vet- 
eran command  a  bloody  sacrifice.    It  is  but  a 


just  tribute  to  say  the  demind  was  met  by  them 
as  became  heroes  in  many  batdes.  Their  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  half  their  num- 
ber engaged,  including  amone  the  latter  Major 
Wilder  and  many  oSier  (^moers  of  exceileot 
merit 

On  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  my  command  re* 
mained  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  other  hn- 
gades  of  the  division,  where  it  had  bivouacked 
-tiie  night  before,  some  half  a  mile  to  ihe  left  of 
the  position  of  my  previous  day's  engag^nent, 
until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  move  by  tiie  right  flank  about  the  distance  of 
a  mile,  when  I  was  halted  for  a  consideraUe 
time,  receiving,  in  this  position,'some  shelling, 
but  'sustaining  but  small  loss.  liite  in  the  after- 
noon I  was  ordered  into  line  with  other  brir 
gades  of  the  division  for  a  general  mov^nent,  as 
1  understood,  against  the  enemv's  main  position 
near  the  Chattanooga  road.  There  was  at  this 
time  sharp  firing  olmquely  to  my  front  and  l^ 
and  about  the  time  I  was  in  line  Bngadier-<}eii- 
eral  Polk,  of  Cleburne's  division,  came  up,  ask- 
ing for  assistance,  and  stating  that  his  command 
hs^  gained  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
worlu,  but  was  engaged  in  fr^nt  without  sup- 
port on  either  flank,  adding  that  if  I  would 
advance  it  would  relieve  him.  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  detach  myself  without  instructions 
from  my  division  commander,  but  at  this  mo- 
ment discovering  General  Cheatham  a  short  dis- 
tance to  my  right,  I  proceeded  to  him  immedi- 
ately and  gave  him  the  information  just  received 
from  Ckneral  Polk,  when  I  was  ordered  to  go  to 
his  assistance.  On  my  return  General  Polk  was 
not  present  to  advise  me  of  the  precise  posittcm 
of  his  command,  he  having,  I  suppose,  in  ihe 
meantime  rejoined  it;  but  remembering  hk 
remark,  that  I  would  relieve  him  by  advandi^, 
I  moved  directly  forward.  This  movement 
brought  me  into  action,  I  think,  some  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  to  his  right  The  order  to 
advance  was  received  by  my  entire  Hne  with  an 
enthusiasm  plainly  telling  that  their  valor  was 
more  stimulated  than  abated  by  their  severe 
suffering  of  the  previous  day.  My  line  was 
soon  engaged,  but  the  force  in  front  yielded  and 
were  driven  rapidly  back.  A  fire  was,  however, 
opened  on  my  left  flank,  but  the  giving  way  erf 
Ae  enemy  in  front,  and  the  continued  r^kid 
advance  of  my  line  caused  this  to  cease,  and 
the  enemy  delivering  it  quickly  abandoned  his 
position  on  my  left,  under  the  impression,  as 
prisoners  stated  to  me,  that  our  movement 
would  gain  his  rear.  As  soon  as  the  firing 
ceased  I  commenced  re-forming  my  line,  whi<£ 
had  become  considerably  disordered  by  its 
rapid  movement  through  thick  woods  and  im- 
der-growth.  Before  this  was  done  I  was  ioined 
by  Wright's  brigade,  which  came  forward  after 
me.  It  was  now  some  time  after  sunset,  and 
almost  entirely  dark  in  the  thick  woods.  Skir- 
mishers and  small  parties  thrown  forward  for 
observation  reported  no  enemy  in  front  between 
me  and  the  Chattanooga  road.  General  Breck- 
inridge's entire  command  came  frtmi  towards 
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mj  right,  pasaiiig  in  rear  of  and  almost  at  right 
a^es  with  my  Hne.  Under  these  circum- 
stances,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  of  collision  with 
our  own  troops  in  the  darniees,  I  sent  a  staff 
officer  to  advise  the  division  Qeneral  of  the 
result  of  mj  movement,  with  the  information 
that  I  luid  halted  for  fhrther  orders.  My  staff 
oflficer  retomed,  reporting  that  he  did  not  find 
General  Cheatham,  hut  had  delivered  my  report 
to  lientenont-G^neral  Polk,  who  directed  that  I 
should  remain  where  I  was.  I  then  hivonacked 
for  the  night  in  the  enemy's  breastworks,  where, 
I  understood,  had  been  the  main  position  of 
Thomas'  corps.  Mv  loss  in  this  engagement 
was  light  compared  with  that  of  the  previous 
day. 

On  Monday,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  field  and.  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  withdrawn  to  Chattanooga,  our 
march  commenced  toward  that  point  We  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  on  Oiickamauga  Creek, 
about miles  from  the  batde-field. 

Early  Tuesday  morning  we  resumed  the  mardi, 
gaining  the  road  leading  from  Chickamauga  Sta- 
tion to  Chattanooga,  ahDut  one  mile  and  a  half 
east  of  Missionary  Ridge.  Advancing  by  this 
road,  it  was  ascertained  the  enemy  occupied 
the  ridge,  and,  after  a  short  halt,  for  tfye  purpose 
of  reconnoitring,  my  bri^uie,  being  in  front, 
was  ordered  by  Mw'or^neral  Cheatham  to 
drive  ^em  from  and  take  possession  of  the 
ridge.  My  line  was  formed  on  the  ri^ht  of  the 
road  and  properly  sustained  with  skirmishers. 
With  these  dispositions  my  command  was  ad- 
advanced  to  the  attack,  and  after  a  spirited 
engagement  of  a  few  moments  the  enemy  was 
driven,  and  Ae  ridge  top  was  in  our  possession. 
My  loss  in  this  aflair  was  eighteen  killed  and 
wounded. 

Through  all  the  trials  and  dangers  incident  to 
their  part  in  this  memorable  batSe,  the  conduct 
of  my  command  was  such  as  mi^ht  have  been 
expected  of  intelligent  and  patnotic  veterans. 
'Rieir  ranks  had  l^en  thinned  on  many  other 
fields,  yet  all  were  eager  here  to  strike  for  the 
right  as  though  there  was  no  death,  no  suffering 
before  them,  out  only  their  cause  to  serve. 

I  feel  it  proper,  in  addition  to  those  whose 
good  conduct  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  their  wounds,  to  express  my  thanks  to  Col- 
onelB  Porter  and  Field,  commanding  regiments, 
and  their  associate  field  ofiScers,  Lieutenant-Col- 
<mel  Buford,  LieutenantrColonel  House  and  Major 
Allen,  for  their  zealous  and  efficient  aid  through- 
out the  engagement  Also  to  Major  Maney, 
commanding  Battalion  of  ^arpshooters,  and 
Captain  Bostwick,  of  the  Seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  regiment  with 
gwantry  and  abiHIy  after  the  fell  of  all  its  field 
officers.  Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  bat- 
tery, demerves  especial  notice  for  the  effective 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  his  battery  was 
commanded  and  served.  I  also  mention  Lieu- 
tenant Hffliry,  of  the  battery,  for  his  gallant  and 
efficient  oonduct  My  staff—Captain  Porter, 
As^stant  A^jiitant-Gkneral ;  Lieutenant  House, 


Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  Ruble,  Assistant 
Adjutantand  Inspector^neral — ^have  my  thanks 
for  their  courage  and  great  assistance  uirough- 
out  the  engagement  Private  William  Whitt- 
home,  for  the  time  disabled,  by  a  wound  received 
in  a  former  action,  from  carrying  his  musket, 
tendered  his  services,  and  I  must  commend  his 
inteUigence  and  gallantry  in  conveying  my  orders 
to  different  parts  of  the  field. 

Lists  of  casualties  in  mv  command  have  been 
furnished.     Reports  of  battalion  commanders 
herewith  filed,  are  referred  to  for  particulars  and 
for  instances  of  gallantry  in  their  commands. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gborgv  Magnet, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIOADIER-^ENERAL  0.  F.  STRAHL. 

HBAOQUAKna  SnuBL's  Bbigadi,     \ 
Mbboiubt  ftnai,  September  80,  1868.  f 

Mciior  James  JD.  Porter,  Jr,j  AssMant  A^utarU- 

General  Cheaffiam^s  JDivisum : 

Sib  :  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
my  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth, 
Nineteenth,  Twenty-fourth,  Thirty-first  and  Thir- 
ty-third Tennessee  regiments,  and  Captain  Stan- 
ford's rifle  battery,  moved  by  the  right  flank,  in 
compliance  with  orders    from  division   head- 

Suarters,  and  crossed  CSiickamauga  Creek  about 
iree  miles  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  From 
this  point,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  we 
moved  rapidly  to  the  right  about  two  miles, 
where  we  nalted  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  General  Maney*s  brigade. 
About  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Cheatham  to  move  forward,  which  I  did, 
and  took  a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Smith's  brigade,  which  was  at  that  time 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  some  two 
hundred  yeirds  in  front-  of  the  position  I  had 
taken. 

Shortly  after  taking  this  position,  General 
Smith  sent  me  word  that  he  was  about  to  be 
driven  back,  and  wished  me  to  come  to  his  sup- 
port, which  I  did  at  once,  moving  forward  over 
his  line  to  a  small  elevation  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  his  front,  entirely  relieving 
him,  and  engaging  ike  enemy.  In  a  short  time 
after  thus  engaging  the  enemv,  General  Smith 
rode  up  to  me,  and  told  me  that  my  left  flank 
was  still  in  rear  of  General  Wright,  and  tiiat  my 
right  flank  was  not  supported  by  any  one,  and 
tlukt  I  was  in  a  position  to  be  flanked  by  ihe  ene- 
my on  my  right,  unless  I  immediately  moved  in 
thtat  direction.  Discovering,  however,  that  €ren- 
eral  Wright  had  retired,  and  that  none  of  our 
troops  were  in  my  front,  and  knowing  tiie  great 
danger  of  attempting  a  flank  movement. in  the 
presence  and  under  the  fire  of  an  enemy,  and 
expecting  General  Maney  to  come  up  on  my 
right,  I  did  not  move  in  that  direction  UBlil  Gen- 
eral Smith  rode  up  to  me  a  second  time,  and  told 
me  that  General  Cheatham  directed  that  I  should 
close  the  gap  between  myself  and  General  Jack- 
son, by  moving  to  the  right  *  I  then  concluded 
that  Gfeneral  Idaney  had  been  ordered  elsewhere, 
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and  I,  therefore,  immediately  gave  orders  to 
move  to  the  ri^ht,  but  had  hardly  commenced 
the  movement  Defore  the  eneii^  met  the  front  of 
my  column  with  a  murderous  and  destructive 
fire,  enfilading  nearly  the  whole  of  my  line,  and 


FoMlBee  Xine. 


movinff  in  audi  a  direction  as  soon  to  be  in  tha 
rear  ofmy  right,  if  I  attempted  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion I  then  had. 

The  position  of  the  two  lines  were  about  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  diagram : 


Ji«*eix*M. 


Therefore,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  to  re- 
ceive support  on  my  right,  and  having  no  time 
for  delay,  1  immediately  gave  orders  for  my  line 
to  retire,  and  at  once  moved  back  to  a  position 
where  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  flanking  me.  I  gained  this  position  with 
my  left  in  f^ood  order,  my  risht  being  thrown 
into  confusion  by  the  heavy  fire  they  were  re- 
ceivii^,  both  from  the  front  and  on  tiieir  flank. 
The  omcers,  however,  all  acted  with  great  ^- 
lantry  and  coolness,  and  inmiediately  ralhed 
their  men  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  positions 
where  they  could  do  so  eudd  not  be  in  immediate 
danger  of  being  flanked.  In  this  movement  we 
were  compellea  to  leave  most  of  our  men  kiUed 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  some  of  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    Our  loss  whilst 

E laced  in  this  tuifortunate  position  was  near  two 
undred,  and  among  that  number  some  very 
valuable  and  gallant  officers. 

Most  of  the  field  officers  on  my  right  were 
dismounted  by  having  their  horses  shot  from 
under  them,  and  Msgor  Heiskell,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  a  very  gallant  officer, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot 

During  this  short  encounter  wi^  the  enemy 
the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  regiment  was  on  mv 
right,  and  was  therefore  much  more  exposed, 
ai\d  consequently  met  with  a  much  heavier  loss 
than  aigr  other  in  the  brigade.  But  its  field 
officers.  Colonel  F.  M.  Walker  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  6.  F.  Moore,  acted  with  such  coolness 
and  gallantry  that  they  inspired  their  men  with 
courage  and  confidence,  and  prevented  that  de- 
moralization which  might  have  been  expected 
imder  such  trying  circumstances. 

It  was  now,  while  engaged  in  re-forming  my 
line,  that  General  Maney  came  up  and  pressed 
the  enemy  back  for  some  distance  on  my  right, 
and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  As  soon  as  my 
line  was  re-formed  I  moved  forward  to  his  sup- 
port, and  arrived  on  a  line  with  his  left  just  in 
time  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing 
rapidly  and  pressing  his  line  back.  My  three 
regiments,  the  Nineteenth,  Thirty-first,  and  Thir- 
ty-third, were  thrown  forward  in  advance  of  Ihe 
left  of  my  brigade  and  look  possession  of  a 
small  skirt  of  woods,  which  they  held  until  the 
line  on  their  right  had  fallen  back  so  far  that 
they  were  again  exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading 


fire,  when  I  again  ordered  them  to  retire  to  the 
position  where  they  had  first  rallied,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  enemy  frdm  swinging  around  my 
right  and  thus  getting  in  my  rear.  Then  I  re- 
formed my  whole  line,  but  learning  that  General 
Smith's  brigade  was  in  line  just  on  my  right  and 
but  a  short  distance  in  my  rear,  and  being  witii- 
out  support  on  either  flank,  I  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  move  back  and  form  on  him^  which  I  did, 
and  remained  in  this  position  until  dark. 

While  in  this  position,  my  batt^y,  commanded 
by  Captain  T.  P.  Stanford,  for  the  first  time 
opened  upon  the  enemv  and  shelled  tiiem  for  a 
short  time,  but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  telL 
The  ground  over  which  we  had  been  fighting 
during  the  afternoon  was  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  tiie  use  of  artilleir,  and 
especially  of  a  rifle  battenr;  therefore  I  was 
compeUed  to  meet  every  advance  of  the  enemy 
with  my  infantry  alone,  although  their  batteries 
were  playing  on  me  ^e  whde  time,  and  frt>m 
positions  that  made  their  fire  very  effective.  My 
battery,  however,  was  at  all  times  immediately 
in  my  rear,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
go  into  position  had  an  opp<»tanity  offered 
where  it  could  have  been  used  with  effect 

About  dark  General  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
was  then  in  my  rear,  was  ordered  to  the  frtmt, 
and  moved  forward  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover 
my  right  In  a  short  time  after  he  had  passed 
me,  going  to  the  front,  I  was  ordered  to  follow, 
and  did  so,  continuing  to  advance  until  I  came 
up  with  his  line,  wmch  was  an  old  field,  and 
near  where  we  had  been  engaged  daring  tlie 
afternoon.  Here  we  bivouacxed  for  tiie  night 
in  line  of  battle. 

During  the  night  our  infirmary  oorpe  brovht 
off  many  of  our  killed  and  wounded  tiiat  we  had 
left  on  the  field. 

The  next  morning  we  wore  held  in  this  posi- 
tion until  noon  or  later,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  to  the  extreme  rishtof  ^be  army,  and 
was  then  moved  forward  ana  placed  in  positioti 
immediately  in  rear  of  General  liddell's  coin- 
mand,  and  there  remained  until  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-first  when  I  formed  on  the  ri^ht  of 
Greneral  LiddeU  and  sent  forward  skirmisheans 
some  two  miles  and^a  half,  but  without  diacov- 
ering  an  enemy,  save  some  few  stragglers,  who 
surrendered  without  making  any  reaktance. 
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Daring  tiie  wbole  engagement  my  command 
wa3  almost  continually  wimin  range  of  tiie  ene- 
my's cannon,  and,  at  times,  sofitered  severely 
from  it 

My  Ordnance  Officer,  Lieutenant  Winston, 
dnrine  and  after  the  engagement,  collected  and 
hauled  from  the  field  one  thousand  stand  of 
smaU  arms. 

Several  small  squads  of  prisoners  were  taken 
by  my  men  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  without 
any  account  of  their  number. 

The  company  and  field  officers,  as  a  general 
thing,  conducted  themselves  with  great  gdlantrr 
and  coolness,  and  discharged  their  duties  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  reflect  much  credit  upon  them- 
selves and  their  commands.  The  privates  in  the 
ranks,  as  usual,  displayed  that  noble  courage 
for  which  Southern  soldiers  have  ever  been  dis- 
tix^ished. 

My  stafF  officers,  Captain  J.  W.  Johnson,  A. 
A.  6.,  and  Lieutenant  John  S.  Chapman,  A.  A. 
L  G.,  rendered  me  very  efficient  service  on 
the  field,  and  during  the  whole  engagement 
manifested  a  zeal  and  energy  in  the  discharee 
of  their  duties  that  was  truly  commendable. 

I  have  already  forwarded  to  you  a  list  of  the 
casualties  of  this  brigade,  showing  the  name, 
rank  and  command  of  the  officers  and  men  kiDed, 
wounded  and  missing  during  the  engagement 
That  report  shows  our  loss  in  killed  to  be  nine- 
teen; wounded,  two  hundred  and  three,  and 
missing,  twenty-eight — makif^g  the  whole  loss 
sustained  by  the  brigade  two  himdred  and  fifty, 
officers  and  men. 

Some  of  Uie  missine  have  since  been  heard  of 
as  wounded  cmd  in  me  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Many  of  the  wounded  men  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  will  soon  be  able  to  ioin  their  com- 
rades. But  there  are  manv  noble  spirits  who 
will  never  return ;  and  while  we  have  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  our  gallant  dead,  and  s^pathize 
with  those  who  arc  suffering  from  their  wounds, 
yet  we  cannot  but  rejoice  that  the  tide  of  in- 
vasion has,  for  once,  been  hurled  back,  and  that 
the  hkces  of  our  gallant  and  victorious  soldiers 
are  now  turned  towards  their  homes,  and  that  a 
new  and  unconquerable  spirit  has  been  aroused 
throughout  our  whole  army. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

0.  F.  Strahl. 

Brigftdler-OenenO. 

BffOKT  OP  BRMUtflBR^KnaUL  M.  J.  WBIGHT. 

VEAoqpAKBam  Wbigrt's  Bricudi,  CnKxrBAU^B  Drvsioir,') 

POLK'S  Cows,  ABMT  09  TlDTMBBEK.  V 

In  vm  Fmu>,  Ootober  0,  U68.) 

Mthr  James  D.  Porter,  Aasisktrtt  Ac^vtant- 

Oenerd,  CkeaihanCs  IHvisum: 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  nKimo : 

On  Saturday,  nineteenth  ultimo,  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Major-Gen- 
eial  Cheatham  to  advance  and  cross  the  Chicka- 
mauga, at  a  ford  known  as Ford,  follow- 


ing immediately  after  Brigadier-€teneral  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  and  foMowed  bv  Brieadier-Gen- 
eral  George  Maney '«  brigade,  immediately  after 
we  crossed  the  ford  heavy  firing  commenced  in 
our  front,  which  was  ascertained  to  be  an  en- 
gagement between  the  reserve  division  of  Major- 
General  Walker  and  the  enemy,  who  was  in 
heavy  force  and  was  pressing  "Walker  hotly  witii 
his  Iwgely  superior  numbers.  My  brigade,  after 
crossing,  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  a  fidd, 
in  the  rear  of  Brigadier-General  Smith.  I  was 
ordered  to  follow  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
Smith  when  he  moved.  In  an  hour  Smith  moved 
in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field,  and  we  fol- 
lowed closely  in  his  rear.  After  moving  into  a 
wood  in  a  durection  inclining  down  the  Chicka- 
mauga, another  halt  was  ma!de  of  half  an  hour, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Cheat- 
ham to  form  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward 
in  a  direction  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
along  which  we  were  posted,  with  that  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  Gkueral  Preston  &nith, 
still  on  my  right  Maney  being  in  my  rear  in 
the  line  of  march,  1  supposed  that  he  would 
be  ordered  up  to  the  left.  Indeed,  in  the  act  of 
executing  the  forward  movement  in  line  of 
battle,  I  was  informed  by  General  Smith  that 
we  were  a  supporting  force  to  Major-General 
Walker,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  our  front 
My  brigade  is  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, which  moved  in  line,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named:  Sixteentli  Tennessee 
regiment.  Colonel  D.  M.  Donnell  command- 
ing ;  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment.  Colonel  John 
H.  Anderson  commanding;  Fifty-first  and 
Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  G.  Hall  commanding:  Twenty- 
eight  Tennessee  regiment,  ColotiefS.  S.  Stan- 
ton commanding ;  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee 
regiment  and  Murray's  Tennessee  battalion. 
Colonel  John  C.  Carter  commanding,  with  the 
battery  of  light  artillery  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Wm.  W.  Cames.  The  men  moved  up  m 
r'  ndid  style,  obeying  all  orders  with  the 
rity  and  precision  which  is  tiieir  habit 
on  parade.  With  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived, believing  Major-General  Walker  in  our 
front,  I  had  directed  each  reffiment  to  throw 
out  skirmishers,  and  thus  guard  against  the  too 
fr^uent  and  often  criminal  folly  of  pouring  a 
fire  in  the  rear  of  our  own  comrades  in  arms 
VBiien  engaged  aeainst  a  foe  in  front  This 
order  I  immediately  countermanded  when  it  be- 
came quite  evident  that  a  most  gaUing  fire  had 
been  opened  by  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in- 
fantry upon  my  right  flank  and  a  portion  of  the 
centre.  This  fire  continued  for  some  minutes 
before  the  left  flank  was  engaged,  and  was  the 
result  of  my  line  of  battle  Being  advanced  ob- 
liquely towards  the  right,  instead  of  being  nar- 
atfel  to  the  enemy's  line.  It  was  certainly  due, 
also,  somewhat  to  the  fact  that  the  Sixteendi  and 
Eighth  Tennessee  regimente,  extending  their  line 
into  a  com  field  in  open  view  of  me  enemy, 
whose  position  was  concealed  by  timber  and 
undergrowth,  were  compelled  to  advance  into 
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the  wood  in  front,  thus  finding  abetter  and  more 
secure  position,  and  some  cover  for  their  men 
from  the  murderous  fire  which  they  were  gal- 
lantly sustaining. 

The  centre  and  left,  however,  soon  became 
earnestly  engaged.  Having  no  eligible  posi- 
tion for  artiUory  near  the  centre,  I  was  compelled 
to  post  Games'  battery  (Steuben  artillery)  on  the 
left  of  the  Thirtv-eighth  Tennesse  regiment,  be- 
ing the  extreme  left  of  my  position  ;  supposing, 
too,  at  that  time,  that  I  would  be  supported  on 
the  left  by  the  brigades  both  of  Brigadier-(Jen- 
end  Maney  and  Brigadier-general  Strahl.  My 
position  was  near  the  foot  of  a  declivity,  gently 
rising  towards  the  left  and  presenting  on  that 
flank  the  highest  ground  on  our  line,  and  there- 
fore the  best  position  for  artillery ;  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  on  an  eminence  rising  from  the 
drain  or  low  ground  just  in  our  front,  manv  feet 
above  ours,  and  protected  by  works  probably 
thrown  up  the  previous  night 

Inmiediately  after  the  enemy's  fire  was  opened, 
I  dispatched  the  order  to  commence  firing  to 
each  of  the  commanding  ofiScers  of  regiments, 
which  was  executed  promptly,  and  with  coolness 
and  precision.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
efifect  of  our  firing  upon  the  eneiny  was  terrific, 
from  the  report  of  a  wounded  omcer,  who  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  subsequently 
escaped,  and  from  a  careful  survey  of  the  battle- 
ground by  some  of  the  men  after  the  action. 

The  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  cross  fire  of  two 
batteries,  and  a  concentrated  shower  of  musket 
shot  from  a  ffreaUy  superior  force,  their  line  ex- 
tending the  full  length  of  a  brigade  beyond  my 
unsupported  left.  Our  men  met  the  terrible  fire 
whicn  was  hurled  upon  them,  with  constancy, 
coolness,  and  undaunted  courage^,  bearing  the, 
shock  like  veterans,  and  not  perceptibly  waver- 
ing beneath  its  severity,  and  returning  shot  for 
shot,  as  far  as  their  inferiority  of  numbers  would 
allow. 

After  sustaining  this  fire  for  three  hours  and  a 
half,  from  twelve  m.  to  three  and  a  half  p.  m.,  see- 
ing that  Brigadier  General  Smith,  immediately  on 
my  right,  had  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and  learn- 
ing from  some  of  my  ofiScers  that  their  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  I  determined  to 
order  the  brigade  to  retire.  Before,  however,  I 
could  give  orders  to  execute  this  movement,  a 
courier  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  flank- 
ing my  position,  which  upon  moving  in  that 
direction,  I  distinctly  discovered,  seeing  his  line 
moving  through  the  ravine  and  under-growth 
upon  the  left  £nk.  I  then  dispatched  orders  to 
the  Colonels  and  commander  of  the  battery  to 
withdraw  to  a  hill  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
the  rear.  Discovering  at  this  opportune  moment 
a  supportine  brigade  approaching  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  not  being  able  to  move  rapidly  enough 
to  communicate  with  the  (general  commanding 
(Brigadier  General  Clayton),  in  consequence  of 
my  being  dismounted,  I  requested  the  Colonel 
commanding  the  leading  regiment  to  move  to 
my  left  and  protect  the  men  in  retiring,  which 
he  did  promptly  and  efficiently.    At  tbe  same 


time  I  informed  him  that  the  enemy  was  flankii^ 
our  position. 

Each  of  the  regiments  was  withdrawn  slowly 
and  in  good  order.  Although  all  the  horses  it 
the  battery,  except  three,  were  killed,  and  about 
one  half  of  the  company  shot  down,  either  killed 
or  wounded,  thus  rendering  the  battery  useless 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  flanking 
force,  Captain  Cames,  First  Lieuienant  Marshafi 
and  Second  Lieutenant  Cockrell,  of  the  artillery, 
remained  with  the  battery  until  they  received 
orders  to  retire,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  and 
gallantly  standing  at  their  posts  until  the  last  mo- 
ment Second  Lieutenant  Van  Yleck  gaDantly 
died  at  his  post 

After  retiring  from  the  field  I  at  once  dis- 
patched a  staff  officer  to  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham, advising  him  of  the  position  of  the  brigpiide, 
and  informing  him  of  the  fact  that  our  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  which  was  {W'omptly 
supplied. 

Alter  five  o'clock  p.m.,  the  brigade  was  again 
ordered  to  take  position  about  four  hnndred 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  groimd  on  whidi  we 
had  fought  the  enemy.  Major-General  Cleburne's 
division  and  Smith's  brigade,  of  Maior  General 
Cheatham's  division,  at  about  six  o  clock  p.  x^ 
on  our  immediate  right,  made  a  most  eallant  and 
successful  movement  upon  the  enemy  s  position; 
but  my  brigade  was  not  ordered  to  pwticipate 
in  the  glorious  charge  which  cost  the  lives  of 
many  brave  patriots,  and  among  them  the  h^t>ic 
General  Preston  Smith. 

Having  bivouacked  at  this  positicm  on  Satur- 
day night,  on  Sunday  morning,  a  line  of  battle 
was  again  formed  and  4)eld  steadily  for  three 
hours  under  a  most  harassing  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.  One  man  of  the  Sixteenth 
Tennessee  regiment  was  severely  wounded  by 
a  round  shot  About  one  o'clock  p.  x.,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  the  brigade  around  to  the  right 
of  our  position,  following  Maney  in  moving  by 
ihe  right  flank.  About  six  o'clock  p.  x.,  lumey 
being  on  our  left,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  his 
movements  in  line  of  battle.  Major-C^eneral 
Walker's  division  and  Brigadier-General  Jack- 
son's brigade,  of  Cheatham's  division,  were 
already  engaged  fiercely  in  assaulting  a  fortified 
position  of  the  enemy,  at  which  a  very  large 
force  of  his  artillery  had  been  concentrated.  A 
furious  contest  was  raging,  with  wild  and  ter- 
rible carnage.  Thougn  Sie  gallant  troop«  of 
Walker  and  Jaokson  held  tlMur  position  wHh  un- 
surpassed stubbornness  and  heroism,  yet  tjie 
enemy,  encouraged  by  the  stren^,  natural  and 
artificial,  of  his  position,  and  his  ooncentrmted 
forces,  was  making  a  mott  ttabbom  teht  At  this 
critical  moment  tne  two  brijgadefl  (Geoecal  M»- 
ne^'s  and  my  own]  were  precipitated,  witha  deaf- 
ening hurrah,  ana  a  rapid  shock,  to  support  our 
gallant  comrades,  who  were  contending  agaioBt 
unequal  odds.  The  men  were  in  ^  bighestspirits 
and  moved  forward  witii  an  aaimatioB  umX  I 
have  never  seen  surpassed.  At  this  time  tihe 
scene  was  one  of  the  most  animated  and  exciting 
that  can  be  imagined.    The  ^ole  issue  of  ths 
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eombftt  seemed  sospended  tipon  a  moment's 
work.  The  ahonts  of  our  gallant  |>at3iot8  pre- 
Mged  Focoewf  and  every  eye  was  lighted  with 
Yictory.  It  came  at  that  propitious  moment 
The  enemy Y  already  daunted  bv  the  fierce  ordeal 
throo^  which  they  had  passed  from  the  guns  of 
Walker  and  Jackson,  could  no  longer  bear  the 
trial  when  the  oheers  of  our  reinforcing  battal- 
ions were  wafted  to  them  on  the  evening  breeze. 
They  broke  in  hopeless  confusion  and  rout,  pre- 
cipitately fled  before  our  pursuing  columns, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them 
and  several  pieces  of  Iheir  artillery.  Although 
my  brigade  did  not  reach  the  position  in  time  to 
fire  but  a  very  few  guns  from  the  Thirty-eighth 
Tennessee  regiment,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  heart- 
felt satisfaction  that  the  cheers  of  the  men  and 
their  impetuous  charge  assisted  in  striking  ter- 
ror into  the  heart  of  me  foe  and  in  hastening  his 
iiMdorioiiB  flight 

In  this  engagem^it  and  that  of  Saturday,  the 
brigade  captured  seventh-one  prisoners,  includ- 
ing a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants.  The  loss  in 
the  brigade  was  forty-four  killed  on  the  field, 
fnrty-thxee  missing  (most  of  whom  are  known  to 
be,  and  the  others  are  supposed  to  be,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy),  and  four  hundred  wounded. 

Amon^  the  killed  I  regret  to  mention  Captain 
Parks,  &xteenth  Tennessee  regiment ;  Lieuten- 
ant Htdney,  Murray's  battaUon,  attached  to  the 
Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieutenant 
Wade  and  Color-bearer  Bland,  of  the  Fifty-first 
and  Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments ;  Captain 
Whaley  and  Lieutenant  Cbug,  of  the  Twenty- 
eiffhth  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Van 
Vieck,  Games'  battary.  Among  tiie  wounded 
were  Colonels  John  H.  Anderson  and  D.  M.  Don- 
nell ;  Lieiitenant4:k>lonel  J.  G.  Hall,  and  Mmor  T. 
G.  Randle ;  detains  Puryear,  Callum,  and  w>nds, 
and  Lieutenants  Cunningham,  Leonard,  Fljmn, 
and  Shaw,  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieu- 
tenanta  Potter,  Owen,  and  Worthington,  Six- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment ;  Captain  McDonald, 
and  Lieutenants  Apple,  Dauley,  and  Taylor, 
Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Adjutant 
Caruthers,  Lieutenants  Banks  and  Ridout,  Thir- 
ty-e^hth  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Captain  Bur- 
ton, Lieutenants  Billi^,  Chester,  White,  Hainey, 
Tilhnan,  and  Wade,  Fifty-first  and  Fifty-seoond 
Tennessee  regiments.  All  the  field  officers  of 
the  br^ade,  and  the  officers  of  the  battery,  acted 
with  such  distinguished  gallantry  that  I  feel  it 
waald  be  invidioas  to  make  a  distinction.  Com- 
pany officers  and  men,  with  very  inconsiderable 
exceptions  that  have  oome  to  my  knowledge, 
bore  themselves  with  a  gaUantnr  and  steadiness 
becoming  patriots  contending  K)r  freedom  and 
aft  that  honorable  men  hold  (Mar. 

I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  during 
the  engagement  to  my  staff  officers.  Captain 
Leon  Trousdale,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Cap- 
tun  £.  F.  Lee,  Assistant  Inspector-Greneial ;  my 
Aidade4]amp,  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Harris,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Sidney  Womack,  and  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Smith.  They  each  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  zeaL    One  of  my  couriers,  Mr.  Wilr 


Ham  S.  HilL  won  the  commendation  of  all  and 
my  warm  tnanks,  for  his  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  perilous  duties.  Briga- 
dier-General W.  C.  Whitthome,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp  on  the  first  day's  march  from  Chattanooga, 
and  aischarged  the  various  duties  that  I  assigned 
to  him  with  a  promptness,  courage,  and  ability 
which  merit  and  receive  my  warmest  thanks. 
On  the  field  General  Whitthome  conducted  him- 
self with  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  infirmary 
corps  discharged  their  duties  with  such  fearless- 
ness and  fidelity  as  to  attract  my  special  obser- 
vation. The  provost  guard  also,  under  their 
worthy  and  eallant  Provost-Marshal,  Lieutenant 
Richardson,  fully  fulfilled  the  standard  of  their 
duties.  They  lost  one  killed  and  two  wounded 
in  the  engagement  of  Saturday. 

I  unite  with  all  true  patriots  of  our  country 
in  returning  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  without 
whose  assistance  our  strength  is  weakness, 
for  the  substantial  victory  with  which  he  has 
crowned  our  efforts. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  regi- 
mental commanders  of  the  brigade,  to  which 
your  especial  attention  is  respectfully  invoked. 

I  regret  I  cannot  accompany  them  with  the 
report  of  Captain  Cames,  commanding  battery, 
whose  absence  on  business  connected  with  bis 
battery  necessarily  delays  its  preparation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  M^jor, 
Ve^  respectfully, 

1  our  obedient  servant, 

Mabous  J.  Wright, 

Brigadler-G«Der«L 


'■} 


BEPORT  or  BRIOADIER-GENERAL  J.  K.  JACKSON. 

HBAOQUAvraBS  3xaasoK*B  Brkuoi,  Cbeaxbam^b  Dmaioir, 
Polk's  Oobpb,  Abut  oy  Tknnbbbd,  bdoioi  Chatta- 
9000A,  October  3,  1863. 

Jdqjor  John  Inarctm,  A,  A,  G.  ChecUham's  Du 
vision^  Poms  (hrps,  -4.  Jl  .• 

Major:  On  the  nineteenth  September,  1863, 
at  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bri- 
gade which  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  be- 
ing the  advance  of  Major-General  Cheatham's 
division,  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at  Hunt's 
or  Dalton's  Ford,  about  a  mile  below  Lee  and 
Gordon's  MilL  The  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  in  Une  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of 
tiie  creek,  and  awaited  the  crossing  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  division. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  a.  x.,  moved  by  the 
flank  in  a  north-western  direction  and  formed 
line  in  the  rear  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
right,  as  his  reserve.  Remained  in  this  position 
about  an  hour,  when  an  order  was  received  to 
move  still  further  to  the  right  .to  the  support  of 
Major-General  Walker.  Passing  rapidly  about 
half  a  mile  northward  by  the  right  flank,  the  bri- 
gade reached  the  road  leading  from  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  proceeded  thence  westward  about 
half  a  mile.  Here  the  Une  of  Major-General 
Walker's  troops  was  reached.  My  brigade  was 
immediately  PJw:ed  in  line  of  battle  and  ordered 
to  advance,  llie  order  was  promptly  and  cheer* 
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fuDj  obeyed,  and  .the  advance  continued  about 
one  hiindred  and  fifty  varda,  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  my  left  centre.  The  brigade 
retomed  the  fire,  which  soon  became  general 
A  charge  being  ordered,  the  troops  responded 
with  great  intrepidity,  driving  the  eneoiv  before 
them  from  a  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mUe, 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were 
immediately  sent  to  the  rear ;  also,  a  large  num- 
ber of  knapsacks,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven. 

At  this  point  the  enemy,  being  heavily  rein- 
forced and  having  the  advantage  of  oreast- 
works,  checked  the  advance  of  the  brigade  and 
stubbornly  held  their  ground. 

Seeing  troops  on  the  left  retiring,  I  sent  to 
inquire  the  meaning  of  it,  and  was  informed 
that  it  was  part  of  Brigadier-(}eneral  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  which  had  been  pressed  back  by 
superior  numbers,  thus  leaving  my  flank  entire^ 
exposed.  Soon  after,  my  left  feu  beu;k,  under  ihe 
fane  impression  that  a  retreat  had  been  or- 
dered, but  were  immediately  rallied  and  re^ 
formed,  and  promptly  retook  their  origmal  po- 
sition. Learning  that  the  enemy  were  endeav- 
oring to  turn  my  right,  which  was  not  protected 
by  any  infantry  force,  and  tiie  left  being  ex- 
posed and  nearly  out  of  aumiunition,  I  sent  a 
staff  officer  to  request  Brigadier-General  Maney, 
whose  brigade  was  in  reserve,  to  come  to  my 
relief.  The  contest  had  now  lasted  for  about 
two  hours,  and  had  been  unusually  severe.  My 
battery,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Sco^in, 
had  moved  np  with  the  line  and  done  eood  ser- 
vice. Brigadier-Gkneral  Maney's  brigaoe  moved 
forward  eiaJlantly,  and,  upon  being  relieved  by 
him,  I  ordered  my  brigaae  to  retire ;  which  was 
done  slowly  and  in  good  order.  While  moving 
to  the  rear  the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one 
caisson  were  disabled,  and  consequently  that 
piece  and  caisson  fell  into  the  hands  of  &e  en^ 
emy,  but  were  subsequently  recovered.  Line  of 
battle  was  formed,  again,  in  the  position  occu- 
pied before  the  advance  and  on  the  right  of 
Turner's  battery.  My  battery  was  so  posted  as 
to  have  a  cross  fire  in  front  of  Turner's  bat- 
tery. The  enemy's  advance  upon  us  was  check- 
ed at  this  point 

A  little  before  dark  Major-Ghneral  debume, 
having  formed  a  line  on  my  right,  making  an 
obtuse  angle  with  mine,  commenced  a  forward 
movement,  and  about  the  same  time  an  order 
was  received  from  Maior-Gkneral  Cheatham  to 
move  up  my  brigade  also,  which  was  promptly 
done. 

The  fire  of  small  arms  immediately  became 
severe.  The  left  of  my  brigade,  thinking,  in 
the  darkening  twilight,  that  Major-Qeneral  C3e- 
bume's  line  was  in  their  front,  became  a  little 
confused  by  the  suddenness  and  severity  of  the 
fire,  but  were  soon  brought  up,  and  the  whole 
line  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards.  Here 
the  firing  abruptly  ceased,  and,  it  being  now 
quite  dark  and  the  impression  still  prevailing 
mat  our  friends  were  in  front,*Major  W.  D.  C. 
JJoyd,  my  volmiteer  Aid-deOamp«  and  Lieuten- 


ant 8.  S.  Harris,  acting  Inspector^CkiMnl  of  my 
brigade,  rode  forward  to  ascertain  the  ftoti, 
when  Maj<»r  lioyd  rode  into  the  0atmf%  IhMS 
and  was  captured. 

My  brigade  had  moved  in  Major-Oeoenl  Oe- 
bume's  Hne,  with  Brigadier-Qeiiend  Detkkr^ 
brigade  on  its  left  About  nine  o'dook  at  mgfat, 
in  order  to  aHow  Brigadier-General  Deshler  to 
close  upon  his  own  division,  I  ordered  my  tn- 
gade  to  retire  to  its  original  podtioD,  wliere  it 
remained  until  morning. 

On  Sunday  momine,  the  twentieth  instnt,  in 

Eursuanoe  of  orders  nrom  MaioMlkneral  Chst^ 
am,  I  moved  by  the  1^  flank  about  htlf  a 
mile  and  tock  positicm  as  a  reserve  in  the  rev 
of  Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade.  RemaiB- 
ing  there  until  about  ekyven  oxlock  a.  il,  I 
moved,  by  order,  back  to  my  ariciml  positiM. 
Here  an  order  was  reoeived  Irom  Qenenl 
Brag^,  through  Major  Falconer,  Atiisfant  Adj»- 
tant-General,  to  move  at  onoe  with  my  brigade 
to  the  ri^t  and  front  and  report  to  LiealMiiDt> 
General  HilL  I  moved  promptly  by  the  right 
flank  and  sent  Captain  Merino,  myAssistant  Ad- 
jutanlrGeneral,  and  Lieutenant  Harris,  to  find 
Lieutenant-General  HilL  They  returned  report- 
ing their  search  unsuccessfuL  At  this  pomt 
Lieutenan^General  Polk  ordered  me  to  take  po- 
sition 6n  the  right  ef  Brigadier-General  Pbik 
and  to  move  forward  at  once.  Deeming  it 
proper,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  oem- 
mandix^  General,  to  report  to  lieuteoaa^G^D- 
eral  HiU  for  orders,  I  moved  still  further  hj 
the  right  flank  and  to  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Polk's  brknule,  and  sent  again  to 
Lieutenant^neral  Hill,  who  directed  that  my 
brigade  should  take  position  on  Brigadief^ 
General  Liddell's  left  and  fill  up  a  gap  betweaa 
that  brigade  and  Ms^or-General  Gebume's  ri|;hi 
A  staff  officer  of  Lieutenant-General  Hill  haviag 
indicated  the  position  my  brigade  was  to  take, 
it  was  moved  forward  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  when  the  commanding  officer  of  my 
sharpshooters  reported  ^rmishen  of  the  eneoqr 
in  heavy  force  on  imr  left  and  opposite  the  gap 
on  Major-General  Cleburae'a  ri^t  wfaloh  wj 
brigade  was  insufficient  to  fill  I  directed  two 
additional  companies  to  be  deployed  as  akir- 
mishers,  with  orders  to  the  five  companies,  eoa- 
sisting  of  my  battalion  of  skarpelfooteis  and 
these  two  companies,  to  dislodge  the  eoaiqy. 
After  considerable  skirmishing,  Mi^er  Whitafy, 
of  my  battalion  of  sharpshootara,  reported  that 
he  could  not  dislodge  the  enemy ;  that  th^  were 
in  strong  force,  and  supported  by  a  line  of  batHa 
aad  a  battery. 

/ 1  immediately  reported  theaa  iiactB  to  Lientn- 
ant-General  HiU,  and  that  if  I  advanced,  thegap 
not  being  filled  u^,  my  left  flank  would  be  ex- 
posed to  an  enfiladmg  fire.  He  sent  me  an  order, 
nevertheless,  to  form  on  Brigadier-GenenJ  Lid- 
dell's left  and  move  forwaid  with  his  line.  Thif 
order  was  promptly  executed.  The  brigade 
with  the  battery  m  the  oeotre,  moved  forward 
in  splendid  style  about  one  hundred  yards,  wJmb 
the  enemy  opened  a  grf^'^g  fire  froin  the  ttoiu 
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and  left  flank,  en^ding  ^e  entire  liite,  with 
caoirter  and  small  arms.  The  engagement  now 
became  terrific,  and  the  poaition  of  my  brigade 
extrem^  oriticaL  The  teroopa,  however,  stood 
noUy  to  tiM  work  before  them  and.  steadily  ad- 
vancing, anrmoimted  the  hMl  on  wnich  the  ene- 
my's breastworks  were,  the  battery  moving  with 
ti>e  hne  and  rendering  effective  service.  The 
enemy  wete  drhren  from  their  breastworks,  and 
Brigadier-General  M  aney's  brigade,  coming  np  at 
this  opportnne  moment,  dtarged  them,  and  tlie 
the  contest  wan  over.  At  daylight  on  Monday 
momkig  the  enemy  was  fonnd  to  have  sought 
saMy  in  night,  nnder  the  cover  of  darkness. 

The  report  of  my  Provosts-Marshal  shows  the 
capture  of  seventy-fonr  prisoners  (not  including 
wonnded  men),  representing  twenty-two  regi- 
menis,  and  firom  Ave  States. 


I  asmez  a  list  of  the  killed,  wonnded,  and 
missing  of  my  command,  which  was  composed, 
fW>m  right  to  left)  as  follows :  Second  Georgia 
battalion  sharoahooters,  £igh^  Mississippi  regi- 
ment. Fifth  Mississippi  regiment,  Sooggin's  bat- 
tery, second  battalion  of  First  Confederate  regi- 
ment, and  the  Fifth  Georgia  regiment 

The  total  effective  was  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six ;  the  aggregate  effective, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  five ;  loss,  four 
hundred  and  ninety ;  f^om  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  percentage  of  casusJties  was 
34.87,  and  that  &e  greatest  loss  was  in  the  Fifth 
Georgia  regiment,  amounting  to  nearly  fifty-five 
per  cent 

I  am,  Major,  respectfiilly,  ftc., 

John  K.  Jaokson, 
Brlgadler^MMnl,  ooimnMwtti^  Brigate. 


ToM&r  Slalemma  of  1^  OmHoUim  cf  JaekBon'n  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Division,  Polk's  Corps, 
Army  of  Tettnessm,  on  ihe  nineteen^  and  twenHM  of  September,  1863,  in  the  Battle  of  Chick- 
amauffa. 
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Brlgadler-€«o8r»l  lAd  euii; , 

BttblionorSharpebootera, , 

E3|htti  Mte^nliipl  ngiment, 

Fihh  Miss  ifls  ippi  r^unent,. 

Sooggin's  baUeiy^ 
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REPORT  OIF  BRIQAIXER-0ENERAL  A.  ORAOIB. 

HBADQOAmBS  GBACB'S  BUOIOB,       1 

Ix  Froht  or  CBATtAXoOQA,  October  2, 1863.  j 

J.  L.  SarOyord,  Assistant  A<fftaanU€feneral  : 

GArrADi :  I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  for- 
warding the  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  ^xty-third  reginsent 
Tenpeaoeo  vohtntears,  Lientenant-Goloniel  A. 
FuDbwvob  commanding;  Forfy-third  regiment 
Alabama  volunteers,  Monel  T.  M.  Moody  oom- 
maato» ;  Fhvt  battalion  Alabama  legion,  laeu- 
tenantColoD^  J.  TL  Holt  oommaading ;  Second 
battalkm  Alabama  legion,  Lieutenant4yolonel  B. 
HaU,  Jr.,  oomroanding ;  Third  battalion  Alabama 
legion^  liieiitioaiiUx^lonel  J.  W.  A.  aandfinrd 
ormwMMiding,  on  the  days  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentiotfa  fief^lsiBber,  1863 : 

Taking  poakioD  on  the  evaning  of  the  eight- 
eenth instant  ad  IMton's  Ford,  tm  Qiickamanga 
River,  early  en  the  momine  of  the  niaeteentn, 
the  brigade  fonmed  its  first  nne  of  battle,  iscmg 
the  enemy's  works  near  l/ea  and  (Gordon's 
MilL  It  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
aheQ,  wounding  Lone  and  others  of  the  Sixty* 


John  K.  Jackson, 

Brlgadler.Oeneral,  commanding. 

third  Tennessee  raiment    Further  than  this 
the  brigade  in  this  cuiy's  fight 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  near  Dyer's  house  on  the  uiat- 
tanooga  road,  where,  asain  forming  line  of 
battle,  it  again  received  me  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shell.  Between  four  and  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  orders 
were  received  to  suppport  Kershaw's  brigade, 
posted  to  the  left  of  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Word  was  sent  to  Qenend  Kershaw  that  the 
brigade  was  ready ,  and  he  ordered  it  to  advance. 
Passing  through  Kershaw's  command,  the  bri- 
gade found  itself  suddenlv  in  the  presence  of 
me  enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks 
of  logs  and  rails,  on  the  crest  of  an  opposite 
hilL  The  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and  canister 
immediately  commenced ;  but,  undaunted,  the 
brigade  scaled  the  precipitous  heights,  driving 
the  enemv  before  it,  and  took  possession  of  the 
hilL  Hiding  these  heights  for  nearly  an  hour, 
and  ammunition  beconung  scarce,  I  informed 
Brigadier-General  Preston,  commanding  division, 
that,  unless  supported,  the  brigade  could  not 
much  longer  hoM  dut  Trigg's  and  Kelly's  bri- 
gades were  ordered  to  my  reuefl    Though  with 
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ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  the  brigade  held 
its  own  tm  the  scattering  fire  of  its  musketry  be- 
trayed its  condition  to  the  enemy.  Trigg'B  and 
Kelly's  brigade  arriving,  the  command  withdrew 
to  replenish  its  empty  cartridge-boxes. 

Early  fche  next  morning  the  brigade  resumed 
the  position  it  had  so  nobly  won.  The  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded,  shows  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  contest ;  of  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  carried  into  action,  ninelr 
were  killed  and  six  himdred  and  fifteen  wounded. 

Where  so  many  distinguished  themselves  it 
would  be  difficult  to  particularize ;  all  nobly  did 
their  duty.  I  would,  however,  call  attention  to 
the  following-named  officers :  Lieutenant-Colonel 
A.  Fulkorson,  Sixty-third  regiment  Tennessee 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonel, 
commanded  the  regiment  and  led  it  into  action ; 
to  him  it  owes  its  discipline  and  efficiency.  Col- 
onel Fulkerson  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm,  making,  with  the  one  received  at  Bhiloh, 
the  second  during  the  war.  He  is  deserving  of 
a  much  higher  position. 

Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Ala- 
bama r^ment,  always  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment on  the  march,  maintained  the  same  position 
on  the  field,  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men. 

LieutenantColonel  J.  J  Jolly,  of  the  same 
regiment,  though  seriously  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  remained  on  the  field  imtil  no  longer  able 
to  walk,  and  then  had  to  be  carried  off. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H.  Holt,  of  the  First 
battalion  Alabama  legion.  This  battalion  sus- 
tained the  heaviest  loss ;  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  carried  into  action^  one  hundred  and 
sixtv-nine  were  killed  and  woimded;  among 
the  latter  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt,  seriously, 
in  the  knee. 

Lieutenant>Colonel  Boiling  Hall,  commanding 
second  battalion  Alabama  legion.  It  was  this 
battalion  that  first  gained  the  hill  and  placed  its 
colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  Its  ccMors  b^ur 
marks  of  over  eighty  bullets.  Its  bearer,  Rob- 
ert T.  Hiett,  though  thrice  wounded  and  flag- 
staff thrice  shot  away,  carried  his  charge 
throughout  the  entire  fight.  He  deserves  not 
only  mention,  but  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh. 

Lieutenant4^olonel  John  W.  A.  Sanford,  com- 
manding the  Third  battalion  Alabama  legion, 
and  Major  McLennan,  commanding  the  Fourth 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  nobly  did  their  duty, 
sustaining  heavy  loss,  both  in  officers  aiul  men. 
Captain  W.  B.  Walton,  Company  B,  Second  bat- 
talion Alabama  legion,  was  wounded  in  the 
breast,  arm  and  shoulder,  inside  the  enemy's 
works.  His  case  deserves  ^)ecial  mention. 
Assistant-Surgeon  James  B.  Luckie,  of  the  Third 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  both  in  the  field  and 
at  the  hospital,  was  most  attentive  to  the  wound- 
ed, as  indeed  were  all  the  medical  officers  of  the 
cojtnmand.  Captain  H.  K  Jones,  my  Assistant 
Adjutapt-Greneral,  was  most  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and'etJlantay,  carrying  orders  into  the 
thickest  of  me  fight;  he  was  more  exposed 


than  aoy  one  in  &e  field.  Also  my  Aid4&- 
Ounpy  loeutenant  K  B.  Ch^ry.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  though  both  these  officers  haa  their 
horses  shot  unoer  them,  both  escaped  unhurt 
To  Lientenaat  J.  N.  Gilmer,  Adjutant  ol  the 
Alabama  legion,  who,  during  the  absence  of  its 
commander,  has  acted  as  my  A.  L  Qeaeral, 
and  to  Messrs.  Cborge  C.  Jones  and  J.  T.  Har- 
well (both  wounded),  my  thanks  are  due  lor  ser- 
vices rendered.  Maior  K  L.  Hord,  my  quarter- 
master, who  so  completely  equipped  my  brigade, 
was  constantly  at  his  post,  performing  his  oner- 
ous duties.  Major  C.  D.  Brown,  mv  commis- 
sary, who,  by  imtiring  miergy,  kept  toe  brigade 
con^antly  supplied  with  cooked  rations.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieutenant  A.  M.  Mao- 
Murphy,  my  efficient  ordnance  officer. 

Among  Uie  noble  dead  I  have  to  record  the 
names  of  Captain  James  T.  Gillespie  and  lieu- 
tenant S.  M.  Deadrick,  Company  X  Sixty-third 
Tennessee  regiment;  Captains  0.  H.  Prince, 
Company  A,  and  J.  A.  P.  Gordon,  Coaopany  C, 
Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Watkins,  Company  B,  Forty- 
third  Alabama  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  R.  H. 
Bibb,  of  the  First  battalion  Alabama  legion. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  GBACiB,Jr., 

Biigadior-Ci«MnL 
B^OBT  OF  BBIOADIEIUlENQtAL  H.  D.  CLATT097. 

Hbaoqcakibs  CLiTiosr's  Bbmadb,        \ 
Nkae  CaATtASOOOJL,  Oct.  8,  1863L  j 

Mqjor  R,  A,  Hcdcher,  A$9i$tant  Ad^ukmt-Qah 

eral,  Stewards  IHpmon  : 

Major:  The  following  report  of  tiie  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  batUe  of  Chicka- 
mauga  on  the  nineteentii  and  twentieth  of 
September,  1863,  is  respectfully  submitted : 

On  Thursday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Sept^n- 
ber,  this  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighteenth, 
Thirty-sixth,  and  Thirty-eighth  Alabaoaa  r^ 
ments,  commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  J.  T. 
Holtzclaw,  Colonel  L.  T.  Woodruffi  and  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel A.  R  Lankford,  and  Humphries' 
battery,  took  up  the  line  of  march  £rom  I^fay- 
ette.  Walker  county,  Georgia,  where  it  had  been 
bivouacked  a  few  days,  towards  the  battle^dd. 
Resting  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  near  Bock 
Spring,  it  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Thedford's 
Ford  on  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bate's  brigade  {«t>ceeding  down  the  creek  a 
short  distance,  his  artery  engaged  the  i 


who  were  then  near  Alexander's  Bridge,  my 
brigade  being  exposed  to  the  fire,  by  which  I 
lost  one  man  killed.  I  advanced  three  ooin- 
panies  from  the  Eighteenth  Alabama  regnent 
across  the  creek  as  skirmishers,  imder  eoaaamnd 
of  Major  Hundley  of  that  regimeDt,  and  rode 
over  myself  for  the  purpose  of  malong  ahaer- 
vations.  'Placing  the  three  companiee  as  |iidc- 
ets  in  a  piece  of  woodland,  I  crossed  my  whole 
brigade  over  the  creek  (the  mem  wading)  soon 
after  nightfall,  at  a  point  a  sh(»rt  distance  above 
Thedford's  Ford,  b^n^  the  first  troops  to  cross 
the  creek  in  that  vicimty.    I  put  the  batteiy  in 
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pontion  on  the  left,  8iipp<»rted  by  tlie  Thirfy- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment,  and  directed  the 
otiner  regiments  to  bivouac  immediately  upon 
the  bank  of  the  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  the  other  brigades  (Brown's  and 
Bate's)  of  the  division  (Stewart's)  having  crossed 
the  creek  and  formed  in  my  rear,  my  brigade 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  at  an  early 
hour,  a  distance  of  between  onQ  and  two  miles, 
until  it  reached  a  position  from  which  the 
enen^  conld  be  seen  iq>on  the  distant  hills. 
The  origade,  and  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  the 
whole  army,  except  upon  the  extreme  right, 
where  the  engagement  had  already  begun,  halted 
until  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  x.,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  the  right  about  one  mile.  Having 
received  instructions  as  to  the  point  upon  which 
I  should  direct  my  brigade,  with  the  further 
admonition  that,  after  having  more  definitelv 
located  the  enemy,  I  would  have  to  act  for  myself 
and  be  governed  by  circumstances,  I. moved  for- 
ward in  line  of  battle  with  skinnishers  in  front 
Having  proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
a  dense  under-growth  and  being  about  to  enter 
a  cultivated  field,  I  halted  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  the  alignment,  when  Colonel  John  C. 
Gurter,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment, 
Wright's  brigade,  Cheatham's  division,  came 
on  root  from  my  left  in  nreat  haste  and  in- 
formed me  that  my  brigaoe  was  marching  in 
the  wrong  direction,  and  that  imless  I  changed 
my  direction  nearly  perpendicularly  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  would  soon  be  in  range 
of  the  enemy's  small  arms  and  artillery,  which 
would  enfilade  mj  line;  and  that,  as  I  then 
stood,  the  right  of  the  eiiemv  was  in  rear  of  mv 
left  I  immediately  changed  mv  direction,  and, 
marching  by  tiie  left  flank  and  filing  obliquely  to 
the  left  and  rear  (the  nature  of  the  ground  not 
admitting  of  any  other  DK>vement),  Imd  scarcely 
dianged  for  the  purpose  of  moving  in  ^e  new 
direction,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us, 
which  was  promptly  returned.  The  firing  seem- 
ii^  to  be  too  much  at  random,  J  passed  down  and 
iq>  tibe  line  calling  the  attention  of  officers  to  itie 
fact.  I  then  directed  my  stafif  to  inform  regi- 
mental commanders  that  I  was  about  to  order  a 
charg^e.  Passing  again  down  the  Une,  I  was 
mfonned  by  several  officers  that  their  ammuni- 
tioxi  was  expended,  and  I  therefore  reconsidered 
my  first  intention  to  char^  the  enemy,  being 
unable  on  account  of  the  thick  under-growth  to 
form  a  satisfactory  idea  of  his  strength,  and  with- 
drew for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  ammup 
nition.  This  was  done  in  good  order  and  with 
little  k>B0,  the  enemy  having  almost  simultane- 
ously ceasod  firing.  In  tms  engagement  the 
brigade  lost  near  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.  It  began  about  half-past 
two  o'clock  and  lasted  one  hour.  The  enemy 
was  formed  in  a  semi-cirde  around  and  over  a 
slight  devation  or  hill,  which  gave  him  great 
advantage  in-positicm,  and  tlie  manner  in  which 
both  en4s  of  my  line  w^ e  aross-fired  upon  in- 
duce the  q>inion  that  we  were  greatly  out-num- 
hered.  I  again  moved  forward  about  four  o'clock, 


the  bri^^es  of  Generals  Brown  and  Bate  having 
successively  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Passing  Bate's  brigade,  then  in  front,  my  line 
continued  steadily  forward  with  promptness  and 
spirit  accompanied  nearly  to  the  Chattanooga 
road  oy  the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment.  Col- 
onel Bush.  Jones  (which  attracted  my  attention 
by  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  moved),  and  a 
small  portion  of  another  regiment,  which  I  did 
not  recognize,  both  of  Bate's  brigade.  The 
enemy  oontini]^  to  retreat  to  and  bey<md  the 
Chattanooga  road,  near  which  my  brigade  cap- 
tured two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  brought 
ofif  in  the  manner  stated  by  my  regimental  com- 
manders, whose  reports  accompany  this.  My 
brigade  continued  the  pursuit  ofthe  enemy  one- 
half  mile  beyond  the  road,  when  a  sta£f  officer 
reporting  the  enemy  advanoin|;  in  strong  force 
from  the  right,  and  it  also  havmg  been  reported 
to  me  throueh  my  Assistant  Aajutant^neral, 
by  a  stafif  omcer,*  idiom  he  did  not  recognize, 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  seen  in  force 
upon  the  left  as  if  preparing  to  advance,  my  bri- 
gade fell  back  across  me  rcMtd  at  leisure,  where 
I  halted  and  re-formed  it  in  connection  with  the 
portion  of  G^eneral  Bate's  brigade  ahready  referred 
to.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  that  Captains 
Oenshaw  and  Lee,  with  their  companies,  from 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  of  Bate's 
brigade,  accompanied  mine  beyond  the  road. 
They  are  gallant  officers.  In  this  charge  my 
bri^ide  captured  fifty  or  sixty  prisoners,  Asides 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
beUeve  mat  the  loss  in  Mlled  and  wounded  in- 
flicted upon  the  enemy,  to  some  extent,  compen- 
sated for  our  own  in  the  earlier  engagement 
Changing  the  direction  of  my  line  by  a  front  for- 
ward upon  the  right,  and  the  other  two  sides  of 
a  triangle  being  formed  by  Generals  Brown  and 
Bates,  night  coming  on,  tiie  troops  slept  upon 
their  arms  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  could  be  distinctly  heard  erecting 
breastworks.  During  the  night  my  pickets 
brought  in  about  forty  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  several  officers  of  the  lower  grades.  Early 
on  QiB  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  moved  to  me  right,  and  in  a  position  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  and  parallel  to  the 
Chattanooga  road.  Here  it  remained  until  eleven 
o'clock,  subjected  the  most  of  the  time  to  a  severe 
fire  from  the  enemv's  artillery,  by  which  several 
men  were  woundea.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Gen- 
eral Brown  being  in  front,  and  General  Bate  on 
my  right,  the  whole  division  advanced  under  a 
most  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  before  which  several  most 
gallant  officers  fell  bravely  leading  their  men, 
among  whom  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  chivalrous  and  accomplished  lieu- 
tenant€olonel  R.  F.  Juge^  of  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiment  Notwithstandii^  this,  the 
brigade  pressed  forward  through  a  narrow  com 
field  to  tine  first  pieces  of  artillery  by  the  road- 
side, when  two  other  batteries,  one  it  front  and 
one  upon  the  right,  assisted  by  small  arms,  began 
a  most  murderous  fire,  before  which  all  were  com- 
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polled  to  retire.  I  was  myself  struck  by  a  grape- 
shot,  and  compelled  to  dismoimt  for  a  short 
time.  The  Thirty-eighth  Alabama  raiment, 
scarcely  breaking  its  Jme,  fell  back  only  a  short 
distance.  The  oilier  regiments  promptly  re- 
formed near  the  position  originally  occupied  by 
them,  and  moYea  forward  to  rejoin  it.  General 
Brown's  brigade  was  re-formed  by  Colonel  Cook 
(C^eneral  B.  having  been  wounded)  on  my  left, 
and  General  Bate's  brigade  upon  my  right  My 
own  and  General  Brown's  brigade  soon  moved 
forward  again  to  the  road,  and  then  to  the  right, 
towards  the  enemy,  who  were  ascertained  to  be 
there  in  strong  position.  General  Bate  was 
formed  in  my  rear,  and  in  this  position  the  com- 
mand remained  until  about  five  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  I  again  moved  my  brigade  forward.  Soon 
coming  upon  the  enemy  behind  breastworks, 
they  were  gallantly  charged  by  my  whole  line 
wim  great  spirit,  the  enemy  fleeing  in  wild  dis- 
order across  a  large  open  field,  upon  the  edge 
of  which  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  the  brigade  con- 
tinned  to  foe  as  long  as  the  enemy  could  be 
seen.  Many  taking  refuge  in  and  around  a  hos- 
pital (Kelljr^s  house),  I  sent  forward,  first,  the 
l%irty-eighth,  and  afterwards  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  r^^ents,  which,  toge^er,  captured 
three  hundred  prisoners,  besides  near  the  same 
number  of  woimded. 

Thus  terminated  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Qiiclounanffa.  I  have  onutted 
to  say  anything  about  the  battery,  because  it 
was  under  the  Chief  of  Artillery  for  the  division, 
except  a  short  time,  during  which  I  had  no  op- 
portunity of  nsing  it  I  suppose  the  report  in 
regard  to  it  will  more  properly  be  made  mrough 
the  Chief  of  Artillery. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  on  the  nine- 
teenth with  thirteen  hundred  and  fifhr-two, 
total  effoetive,  and  ninety-four  officers.  It  lost 
in  the  two  days,  twelve  officers  killed  dend 
upon  the  field,  and  eighty-nine  men.  Thirty 
have  since  died.  Thirty-four  officers  and  four 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men  were  wounded  and 
fifteen  missing,  making  the  aggregate,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  six  hmx&ed  and  twenty- 
nine.  This  does  not  include  many  who  were 
slightly  wounded  and  did  not  leave  the  field. 
The  brigade  captured  two  pieees  of  artiUery, 
three  hundred  vad  ninety-six  prisoners,  besides 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded  and  in 
hospital  It  collected  twelve  hmidred  and  forty- 
nine  mudcets  and  rifles,  six  hundred  and  forty 
sets  of  accoutrements  and  twenty  thousand 
cartridges.  The  grealer  portion  of  the  guns 
and  ammunition  were  carried  off  the  field  by 
my  own  ordnance  wagons.  I  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  it  was  the  first  and  the  last  in  the 
division  to  encounter  the  enemy;  the  first  in 
the  army  to  pierce  the  enemy's  centre  and  cross 
the  Giattanooga  road,  which  was  done  on  Sat- 
urday evening  near  Brotherton's  house.  I  con- 
clude this  report  by  tendering  mv  cordial 
thanks  to^nd  testifying  in  behalf  of,  ihe  gal- 
lant men  composing  this  brigade,  in  tdl  whose 
ranks  there  appeared  not  a  single  coward,  and 


to  the  officers,  worthy  of  such  men,  leading 
them  in  every  charge.  My  thanks  are  partic- 
ularly due  to  Captain  J.  M.  Macon,  A.  A.  G., 
Lieutenant  3.  Vidence,  Assistant  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  W.  N.  Kuignt,  Aid-de- 
Camp,  who  rendered  me  prompt  and  valuable 
services  throughout  the  whole  engagement, 
never  once  shrinking  from  their  duty.  To  the 
commanders  of  raiments,  I  also  make  my 
acknowledgments  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  thev  directed  and  kept  their  commands 
together,  the  most  diflicult  of  all  duties  n^on 
the  field.  I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  Major- 
General  Stewart,  who  was  everywhere  and 
under  all  circumstances  present  with  his  com- 
mand. To  the  gallant  dead,  a  contemplation  of 
whom  saddens  our  hearts,  we  give  our  tears 
and  a  hearty  "  well  done !"  May  the  God  of 
battles  give  us  coura^  to  emulate  their  heroic 
examples,  and,  when  the  time  shall  come,  bravely 
to  share  tiieir  fate. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectftilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  D.  Clayton, 

REPOBI  or  BBIGAnmB^ENERAL  W.  B.  BAIS. 

HBABQi7A«iBfl  BAn>8  BnoAoi,  8mriK*t  Vmmm,  \ 
iM  VBon  or  QuTEAKOOQA,  OctolMr  0,  1S6I.     > 

Mc^  K  A,  BaUihfTy  AssiikxM  AdlinUjm$'€feth 

md: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  th^  ftA- 
lowine  report  of  the  participation  had  by  my 
brigade  in  the  late  Ihree  days'  batde  of  the 
C^ickamauga,  comprising  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  ultuno : 

Ha'nng  been  ordered  to  advance,  tdce  pooseo 
sion  of  and  hold  Thedford*s  Ford,  but  not  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  uidess  indi»- 
pensable  to  the  stooomplrahment  of  these  ob- 
jects, I  moved  my  command  at  once,  at  a 
double^uick,  and  occupied  a  wooded  CTsinemoe 
commanding  it,  and  placed  my  battery,  the 
Eufala  light  artiHery,  on  a  cleared  hill  to  fte 
front  and  left,  which  overlooked  the  enemy,  uid 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  positton. 
The  attack,  in  whidi  the  Fourth  G^eo^gia  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  Major  CasweU,  and  my 
artillery  alone  were  engaged,  was  brislc  and 
spirited.  In  the  meantime,  however,  Ae  entire 
brigade  was  subjected  to  a  severe  sheUing  from 
tiie  enemy  just  above  Alexander's  Bridge,  and 
across  the  C%dckamauga,  by  which  one  man  was 
killed  and  five  or  six  wounded.  After  a  few 
wellrdirected  shots  from  my  battery,  whidi  Gap- 
tain  Olrver  plaoed  promptly  in  positton,  me 
enemy  gave  wa^.  Tliis  was  the  opening  fight 
of  the  battie  of  the  Chickamauga.  We  oivon- 
acked  near  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  conuramd- 
ing  the  two  fords— Thedford's  and  ti>e  Bend 
Ford — ^^ere  I  crossed  my  command  next  morn- 
ing at  an  early  hour,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
in  rear  of  Bri^ulier-Generals  Brown's  and  Clay- 
ton's brigades,  the  whole  under  coimnaud  of 
Maior-(}eneral  Stewart  We  moved  in  this 
order,  bearing  to  the  right,  through  a  com  field 
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and  woodland  nearly  two  miles,  at  which  point 
we  were  halted  for  some  hours.  Here  my  artil- 
kiy  was  put  forward  to  develop  the  enemy's 
position ;  whioh  it  did,  drawing  shell  and  roimd 
shot  iq>on  our  lines,  wounding  three  or  four  of 
my  men.  We  were  moved  hence  by  the  right 
fliiik  near  a  point  where  heavv  vdleys  of  mus- 
ketij  were  heard,  and  thence  by  the  left  flank 
in  Ime  of  battle,  some  three  or  four  hundred 
Tvds,  and  halted  in  tibe  same  relative  position 
we  had  occupied  during  the  earlier  nart  of  the 
day,  mine  fenBing  the  rear  line  of  battle.  At 
three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Brigadier-Oenerals  C3ayton's 
and  Brown's  brigades  successively  engaged  the 
enemy.  In .  about  thirty  minutes  I  was  ordered 
bjr  Major-Geoaral  Stewart  to  advance — General 
dayton  having  withdrawn  and  Brown  also 
pawed  to  the  rear.  My  line  of  battle  was  or- 
.  ganised  by  placing  Oaswell's  battalion  of  sharp- 
abootars  fourth  Creorgia)  an  the  right,  and  m 
aacoesaion  from  that  wing  was  the  Twentieth 
Tomeasee,  Colonel  T.  B.  8mith ;  Thirty-seventh 
Qeorgia,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rudler;  Fi%-eighih 
Alabama,  Colonel  Bush.  Jones,  and  Fifteenth 
and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel  R.  C.  Tyler, 
conatilutmg  the  supporting  line.  I  had  thrown 
out  no  skirmishers.  The  wnole  command  moved 
forward  with  spirit  and  seal,  engaging  the  enemy 
hotly  before  it  had  proceeded  two  hundred 
yards— his  line  extenaing  in  front  and  to  the 
right  and  left  of  us.  A  battery  in  front  of  m^ 
extreme  right  i^ayed  constantly  and  with  terri- 
ble effect  upon  that  wing,  imtil  my  risht  pressed 
within  l^s  than  fifty  paces  of  it,  mien  it  was 
rapidly  removed  to  prevent  cloture.  Another 
revealed  its  hydra-head  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  this,  sui^MNTted  by  a  second  line,  hurling  its 
deathdealmg  missiles  more  destructively,  if 
poasible,  upon  our  still  advancing  but  already 
thinned  ranks.  Having  driven  the  first  line 
back  upon  its  support  a  nresh  batterer  and  infan- 
try were  brought  to  play  upon  my  right,  which, 
by  its  advanced  position  had  become  subject  to 
an  enfiladed  fire,  gave  way,  but  not  until  Ms^or 
OuweU,  Colonel  ftnith  and  Colonel  Rudler,  the 
three  officers  commanding  lyspectively  the  three 
right  battalions,  were  wounded,  and  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  their  numbers  killed 
and  woundeo.  When  the  right  eave  wav  the 
enemy  sought  to  follow  it  up,  and  pressed  his 
ahaipshooters  beyond  the  right  flank,  who,  find- 
ing it  well  aligned  and  in  ^e  attitude  of  resist- 
tnoe,  precipitated  themselves  back  and  out  of 
reach.  The  men  were  easily  rallied,  and  promptly 
re4onned  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
point  to  which  they  had  advanced.  In  this 
dash  the  enemy  captured  one  of  n^  pieces  and 
one  of  my  couriers.  It  needed,  however,  but  a 
moment  to  retake  the  piece,  which  was  hand- 
semely  done.  In  this  contest  my  right  retook 
^  battle-flag  of  the  Fiftv-first  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, General  Wrieht's  brigade,  which  but  a 
moment  befM'e  had  been  wrested  from  them  by 
aaperior  numbers  and  the  flank  movements  of 
the  enemy.  I  was  rejoiced  to  deprive  him  of 
this  trophy,  so  recently  won,  and  return  it  to  its 


{gallant  owners,  hallowed  as  it  is  by  its  baptism 
m  ^e  blood  of  tihiloh,  Perryville  and  Murfrees- 
boro.  My  left,  in  the  meantime,  composed  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama,  Colonel  Jones,  and 
Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  Colond  TVler,  not  being 
so  mucn  harassed  bv  the  enfilade  fire  from  the 
ri^ht,  pressed  steadily  forward*  in  fine  order, 
dnvinff  the  enemy,  who  contested  every 
inch  of  ground  with  dogged  and  persistent  ob- 
stinacy until  forced  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  several  hundred  yards  back  into  the 
wood,  thus  deranging  his  compact  lines  and 
brealang  his  centre.  In  this  charge  Colonel 
Tyler  captured  three  guns ;  and  Colonel  Jones 
participated  with  the  Thirty-eighth  Alabama, 
Colonel  Woodruff',  in  the  capture  of  three ;  for 
the  particulars  of  which  I  reier  to  their  reports. 
It  being  nearly  night,  and  having  advanced  so 
far  beyond  the  enemy's  lines  as  to  make  them 
liable  to  a  flank  movement,  they  returned  from 
further  pursuit  to  the  point  on  the  battle-field 
to  which  I  had  ordered  the  Eufala  light  artillery, 
and  where  General  Clayton  and  I  were  re-form- 
ing our  shattered  commands — Colonel  Tyler 
bringing  with  him  his  c^tured  guns,  and  Col- 
onel Jones  in  such  fine  order  as  to  elicit  my 
public  commendation.  Owing  to  a  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  our  right,  the  front  of  General 
Clavton's  command  was  changed  by  Major-C^h- 
eral  Stewart  to  meet  an  expected  attack  from 
that  source,  and  my  line  was  left  fronting  the 
Chattanooga  road.  Cleneral  Brown's  command 
subsequentlv  intervened.  Thus  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  envel- 
oped by  the  smoke  of  battle  and  surrounded  by 
the  dead  of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday  morning  found  us  in  the  line  assumed 
the  night  previous,  and,  under  the  order  of 
Mf^r-General  Stewart,  I  moved  mv  command 
by  tiie  right  flank  five  or  six  hundred  yards, 
and  took  position  forward  and  on  the  right  of 
General  Brown's  brigade,  but  in  forming  the 
line  was  compelled  to  retire  the  right  to  an 
angle  dT  about  forty-five  degrees  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  located  to  my  right 
oblique.  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joel  Towers, 
Captain  Benjamin  Turner  having  been  danger- 
ously wounded  the  evening  before,  was  thrown 
forward  and  deployed  at  right  angles  with  my 
right,  to  euard  a^^ainst  a  repetition  of  the  move- 
ment of  uie  previous  evening,  to  turn  that  flank, 
to  which  we  were  liable,  mere  being  at  that 
time  no  force  sufficiently  near  to  intervene. 
Having  assumed  this  line  of  battle,  I  had  a  tem- 
porary barricade  of  logs  hastiiy  constructed, 
which  gave  partial  protection  a^^ainst  the  shower 
of  grape,  canister  and  shell  which  continuously 
anomost  angrily  saluted  us.  During  the  time 
that  we  were  subjected  to  this  ordeal  several 
men  and  officers  were  killed  and  wounded,  yet  no 
restivencBS  or  other  evidence  of  demoriUzation 
was  manifested.  « 

At  about  nine  a.  m.,  the  bri^^e  of  Gkneral 
Deshler  was  placed  upon  my  right,  prolonging 
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tihe  line,  and  observing  the  same  inclination  to 
the  rear.  Soon  thereafter,  I  received  notice  that 
General  Wood's  brigade  was  in  my  front,  and 
that  t^e  general  movement  would  be  a  succes- 
sive one,  by  brigades,  commencing  on  the  right, 
and  was  ordered  by  Major-G^eneral  Stewart  to 
follow  up  the  jnovement  of  General  Deshler. 
After  waiting,  under  a  severe  and  incessant  &re 
of  artillery,  imtil  about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I 
communicated  to  Greneral  Stewart  that  no  move- 
ment on  my  right  had  taken  place ;  that  General 
Deshler  had  been  killed,  and  I  desired  to  know  if 
I  should  longer  remain  inactive.  About  this 
this  time  there  was  firing  in  my  front,  and  soon 
thereafter  General  Wooors  command  came  back, 
passing  over  my  line.  I  was  then  ordered  by 
Major-General  Stewart  to  advance  and  attack. 
My  command  received  the  order  with  a  shout, 
and  moved  upon  the  foe  at  a  rapid  gait  The 
battalion  of  snarpshooters  was  ordered  to  main- 
tain its  position  at  right  angles  to  the  line,  and 
check,  if  possible^  if  not  to  delay,  any  movement 
in  that  direction,  giving  the  earliest  notice  of 
the  same.  My  right,  as  upon  the  evening  pre- 
vious, became  how  engaged  almost  the  instant 
it  assumed  the  o£Jensive.  It  was  subject  to  a 
most  palling  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from 
my  right  oblique  and  front,  cutting  down 
with  great  fatedity  the  Twentieth  Tennessee 
and  Thirty-seventh  GJeorgia  at  every  step,  until 
they  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  defences, 
from  which,  without  support,  either  of  artillery 
or  infantry,  they  were  unable  to  dislodge  him. 
General  Deshler's  brigade  not  having  advanced, 
I  called  on  Major  General  Clebume,  who  was 
near  my  right  and  rear,  for  assistance ;  but 
he  having  none  at  his  disposal  which  could 
bo  spared,  I  was  compelled  to  retire  that 
wing  of  my  brigade,  or  sacrifice  it  in  uselessly 
fi^htin^  thrice  its  numbers,  with  the  advantage 
of  the  hill  and  breastworks  against  it  I  did  so 
in  good  order,  and  without  indecent  haste,  and 
aligned  it  first  in  front  and  then  placed  it  in  rear 
of  our  flimsy  defenses.  My  left,  the  Fifty-eighth 
Alabama,  and  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, tne  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
CJolonel  Frazier,  Colonel  Tyler  having  been 
wounded,  being  further  from  the  enemy's  line 
than  my  right,  did  not  so  soon  become  fengaged, 
neither  at  this  time  subject  to  so  severe  a  cross- 
fire, proceeded  steadily  on  and  drove  the  enemy 
behind  his  works,  which  had  been  constructed 
the  night  previous,  on  the  very  spot  we  had 
driven  them  from,  and  maintained  tiieir  position 
with  a  dogged  tenacity  until  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee  and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  were  put 
in  position  behind  the  barricade,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters  drawn  in.  The  artil- 
lery of  the  enemy  had  ceased  to  play  upon  us, 
except  at  slow  intervals,  and  a  part  of  their 
(Tyler  and  Jones)  commands  having  already  re- 
turned, I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Blanchard,  of 
my  staff,  to  ascertain  their  situation,  who  re- 
ported that  he  met  them  returning  with  the  bal- 
ance of  their  commands  in  good  order.  I  placed 
them  in  position  and  awaited  orders.    I  am  un- 


able to  give  as  accurate  an  account  of  my  left  as 
of  my  right,  for  the  reason  that  the  right  be- 
came first  engaged,  and  the  commanders  of  the 
ihiee  right  batSdions  having  been  wounded  the 
evening  previous,  devolving  the  oommaad  on 
junior  officers,  I  felt  that  my  personal  servioes 
were  most  needed  there,  which  prevented  my 
witnessing,  so  as  to  give  in  detail,  the  incidents 
connected  with  that  portion  of  tiie  field.  I 
found,  however,  their  aead  in  the  breastworki 
of  the  enemy,  which  is  the  highest  evidence 
that  can  be  afforded  of  what  they  did.  In  dus 
fight,  my  command  lost  thirty  per  cent  killed 
and  wounded,  in  addition  to  the  heavy  loss  of 
the  evening  before.  After  a  short  respite,  Ma- 
jor-General Stewart  ordered  my  oommand  (which 
still  held  its  positioh  in  the  front  line)  to  the 
left,  where  it  would  be  more  secure  from  the 
artiUery  missiles  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  . 
Here  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  x.,  when  I 
was  orderd  to  form  in  the  rear  of  General  Clay- 
ton, and  join  him  in  ta^ng  the  batteries  and 
breastworks  on  our  right,  from  which  we  bad 
suffered  so  heavily  during  the  day.  I  changed 
front  forward  on  mv  right  battalion,  and,  to- 
gether with  General  Clayton's  brigade,  soon 
were  over  the  fortifications,  driving  the  enemy 
in  confusion  and  capturing  a  number  of  prison- 
ers. In  this  charge.  Captain  Tankersly  com- 
manded the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, Lieutenant^lonel  Frazier  having  been 
wounded.  The  Eufala  light  artUlery,  (^tain 
Oliver  had  kept  close  to  my  infantry,  nothwitii- 
standing  the  obstruction  of  a  dense  wood ;  took 
position  inside  the  fortifications,  and  op^ied  a 
rapid  and  destructive  fire  upon  tiie  retreating 
foe  imtil  tiie  curtain  of  night  dosed  upon  the 
the  scene.  I  claim  for  this  battery  tiie  honor  of 
opening  on  Fridav  evening,  and  closing  on  San- 
day  evening,  the  battle  of  Oiickamauga. 

My  brigade  went^  into  the  fight  wil£  muskets 
in  the  hands  of  one  third  of  the  men,  but  after 
the  first  charge  on  Saturday  evening,  every  man 
was  supplied  wiih.  a  good  Enfield  nfle  and  am- 
munition to  suit,  whicn  was  used  with  effect  on 
their  orginal  owners  the  next  day.  The  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy,  over  wfaicb  we 
passed  in  driving  them  back  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  gave  an  earnest  of  the  telling  efieot  ■ 
produced  upon  them  in  botii  days'  fight  Be- 
sides arming  itself  with  Enfield  rifles,  a  detxil 
from  my  command,  under  supervision  of  mj 
ordnance  officer,  James  E.  Rice,  gathered  npoa 
the  field  and  conveyed  to  the  ordnance  train 
about  two  thousand  efficieni  guns.  The  pieces 
captured  by  Colonel  Tyler,  and  those  in  whidi 
Colonel  Jones  participated  in  the  capture,  were 
taken  to  the  rear  and  turned  over  to  proper 
officers. 

My  command  entered  the  fight,  Friday  even- 
ing, with  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  guns,  thir^ 
provost  guard,  and  a  fair  complement  of  offi- 
cers, out  of  which  number  it  lost  seven  offioers 
and  fifty-nine  men  killed,  and  five  hundred  and 
forty-one  wounded,  sixty-one  of  whom 
officers,  making  a  total  of  six  hmtdredand  e 
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It  is  seen  that  every  field  officer  in  the  brigade, 
excepting  three,  were  wonnded.  For  farther  par- 
ticulars, allow  me  to  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  commanders  of  battalions  and  the 
battery,  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  cannot  close  tiiis  report  without  noticing 
the  distinguished  services  rendered,  unworthv 
as  the  tribute  may  be,  by  my  field  officers.  Col- 
onels Tyler,  Smith,  Rudler,  and  Jones,  Lieuten- 
ant4[>>loneUi  Smith,  Myer,  and  Fraeier,  and  Ma- 
jors Wall,  Kondrick,  Shye,  and  Thornton;  to 
eskdi  of  whom  is  due  the  highest  meed  of  praise. 
It  woidd  be  invidious  to  make  distinctions  when 
each  has  played  his  part  so  well.  Colonels  Rud- 
ler and  Smith  and  Major  Caswell  were  painfully 
(the  last  two  seriously)  wounded,  at  uie  head 
of  their  respective  commands,  earlv  in  the  en- 
gagement of  Saturday,  and  compelled  to  retire 
S-<Hn  tiie  field,  thus  devolving  the  command  of 
Uie  Twentieth  Tennessee  on  Major  Shye ;  the 
lliirfy-seventh  (xeorgia  on  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith,  and  battalion  of  sharpshooters  on  Lieu- 
tenant Towers,  each  of  whom  did  his  duty  gal- 
lantly and  nobly  throughout  the  conflict  Col- 
onel Tfler,  Lieutenant  Colonels  Myer  and  Fra- 
zier.  Majors  Wall,  Kendrick,  and  Thornton,  were 
woonded,  from  which  they  suffered  considerably 
(the  last  named  officer  prostrated  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  shell),  but  still  remained  at  the  post 
of  duty,  bearing  themselves  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

To  each  of  my  staff,  Major  Winchester  (who, 
notwithstanding  his  leg  was  badly  hurt  from 
the  fall  of  his  horse  when  shot  Friday  evening, 
continued  in  the  field  imtil  the  close  of  the 
%ht).  Lieutenants  Blanchard  and  Bate,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  hearty  cOK)peration  and  prompt 
execntion  of  my  orders,  notwithstanding  each 
was  unhorsed  by  shots  from  the  enemy.  Also, 
to  James  E.  Rice,  Brigade  Ordnance  Officer,  X 
am  indebted  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  his 
duties ;  bnt  to  none  are  my  thanks  more  signallv 
due,  or  more  cordially  awarded,  than  to  my  gal- 
hot  young  Adjutant,  Captain  Wl  C.  Yancey,  who 
while  cheering  and  encouraging  my  right  wing, 
in  its  desperate  charge  on  Sunday,  received  a 
fearful  wound,  shattering  his  foot,  and  compelling 
him  to  retire  from  the  field.  I  take  pleasure, 
also,  in  adding  my  testimony,  humble  as  it  mav 
bo,  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  two  gal- 
huit  brigades  of  Stewart's  division,  (General 
Gtejton*s  and  Brown's,  in  every  discharge  in 
wfaoch  it  was  the  fortune  of  my  command  to 

Slajor-General  Stewart  wiU  accept  my  thanks, 
as  a  soldier's  tribute,  for  his  polite  and  genial 
bearing,  and  personal  assistance  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fi^t,  me  time  when  I  felt  I  much  needed 
it.  While  I  recount  the  services  of  the  living,  I 
cannot  pass  tmremembered  the  heroic  head ;  the 
^press  must  be  interwoven  with  ^e  laureL 
llie  bloody  field  attested  the  sacrifice  of  many  a 
noble  spirit  in  the  fierce  struggle— the  private 
soldier  vietne  with  the  officer  in  deeds  of  high 
daring  and  distinguished  courage.  While  the 
"  River  of  Death"  shall  float  its  duggish  current  to 


the  beautiful  Tennessee,  and  the  night  wind 
chant  its  solemn  dirges  over  their  soldier-graves, 
tiieir  names,  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their 
countrymen,  will  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance as  the  champions  and  defenders  of  tiieir 
country,  who  had  sealed  their  devotion  with 
their  blood,  on  one  of  the  most  glorious  battie- 
fiekis  of  our  revolution. 

I  am,  Major,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  B.  Batb, 

Brigad)er-G«ii6na. 

REPORT  or  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  0.  BROWN. 

HsADQUJoenn  BiowK'g  Bmoaoi,     ) 
B0OU  CoATTAifOooA,  October  18,  1868.  / 

Maior  R,  A,  Hatchery  Assistant  AcfjuknO-Oeneral, 

Stewart's  Division : 

Major  :  I  respectfuUv  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  as  a  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
my  conmiand  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September, 
1863: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer ;  Forty-fifth  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  A.  Searcy ;  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Edward  C.  Cook ;  Newman's  battalion, 
Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  and  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Tennessee,  Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  form- 
ing line  from  right  to  left  in  the  order  stated, 
numbering  twelve  hundred  efiective  men.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Dawson's  battery 
of  Georgia  light  artillery,  four  pieces,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Anderson,  also 
reported  to  me. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  nineteenth,  I  crossed  the 
Chickamau^  at  Ledford's  Ford,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Brigadier-General  Clayton,  six  hundred 
vards  from  that  stream.  Bate  forming  soon  after 
m  my  rear.  A  little  after  sunrise  we  moved  to 
the  front  in  that  order,  swinging  the  right  a 
little  forward,  until  we  came  up  with  the 
division  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  John- 
son, and  formed  on  its  left  About  eleven  o' clock, 
we  moved  by  the  right  flank  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  and 
soon  afterwards  eight  hundred  yards  further, 
halting  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Cheat- 
ham's division,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged. 
His  left  brigade,  being  numericaUjr  overpowered 
and  repulsed,  was  reheved  by  Bngadier-General 
Clayton,  immediately  in  my  front.  I  followed 
this  movement  closely,  being  so  near  to  Clayton's 
line  Ihat  many  of  my  command  were  wounded 
and  a  few  killed  before  I  could  return  the  fire. 
The  front  line  advanced  but  little  under  the 
combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  small 
arms,  until  General  Ckiyton  reported  his  ammu- 
nition exhausted. 

At  about  two  p.  M.,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  in  person  from  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, I  relieved  him,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  m  an  unbroken  forest,  rendered  the  more 
difficult  of  passage  by  the  dense  under-growth 
which  for  more  than  two  hundred  yards  ex- 
tended along  my  entire  line.     And  oiffioultieB 
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were  etill  further  enhaaoed  by  the  smoke  of 
battle,  and  the  bunuDg  of  the  woods  rendered 
it  hnpossible  to  distinguish  objects  twenty  paces 
iu  advance.  My  skirmishers  encountering  the 
enemy  at  an  hundred  yards  or  less,  I  pushed 
rapidly  upon  his  lines,  under  a  most  temfic  fire 
from  m  arms.  There  was  no  position  from  which 
my  artillery  could  be  served  with  advantage 
against  the  enemy,  while  two  of  his  batteries 
immediately  in  my  front,  and  one  almost  on  my 
right  flank,  filled  the  air  with  grape,  canister, 
shells  and  solid  shot ;  while  volley  after  volley 
of  musketry,  in  quick  succession,  swept  my  men 
by  scores  at  every  discharge.  For  four  hundred 
yards,  however,  my  line  steadily  advanced  with- 
out fiadtering  at  any  point  untU  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  beyond  the  tangled  under-ero wtii  and 
his  first  line  completely  routed.  A  stubborn  resist- 
ance from  the  second  line,  supported  by  artillery, 
posted  upon  a  slight  acclivity  in  our  front,  and 
pouring  showers  of  canister  upon  us  for  a  few 
minutes,  checked  our  progress,  but  again  we  ad- 
vanced, driving  back  nis  second  line  up  to  and 
beyond  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  until  my  right 
rested  upon  and  my  centre  and  left  had  passed 
the  crest  Unfortunately,  however,  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  the  rout  of  the  second  line  was  about 
being  made  as  complete  as  the  disaster  to  the 
first  a  few  minutes  previous,  a  force  of  the  enemy 
appeared  upon  my  right  flsmk,  and  had  well  nigh 
turned  it,  compelling  the  Eighteenth  and  FoTtv- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment  to  retire  rapidly  and  m 
some  confusion  under  a  heavy  ennladmg  fire. 
This  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  the  centre 
and  left,  there  being  no  support  upon  my  right 
for  a  mile  and  none  in  my  rear  nearer  tnan  six 
hundred  yards,  and  which  was  then  not  in  mo- 
tion. 

Before  reaching  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  many 
of  the  best  and  bravest  officers  of  my  command 
had  been  stricken  down.  Among  these  may  be 
named  Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer,  severely  wounded ; 
Colonel  John  M.  LiUard,  mortally  wounded ;  Lieu- 
tenant€olonel  Butler,  sliehUv  wounded :  Major 
Joyner  and  Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  severely 
wounded,  besides  manv  line  officers,  whose  ser- 
vices were  almost  inmspeusable  to  their  com- 
mands. 

Soon  after  passing  the  dense  under-ffrowth 
mentioned  above,  we  killed  the  horses  and  drove 
the  gunners  from  five  field  pieces,  three  upon  the 
right  and  two  in  the  centre,  fhe  conunand  passed 
them,  but  the  men  were  not  permitted  to  tall  out 
of  ranks  to  remove  them.  Lieutenant  Anderson, 
of  Dawson's  battery,  removed  three  of  them  (six- 
pounder  rifle  brass  pieces)  to  the  rear,  and  the 
other  two  were  removed  by  persons  uoiknown. 
In  additioi^to  this,  the  Thirt;^-Becond  Tennessee, 
in  the  centre,  just  before  being  withdrawn,  and 
while  a  httle  beyond  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
drove  the  enemy  from  two  other  field  pieces 
and  silenced  their  fire,  but  did  not  reach  them ; 
while  the  left  (Twenty-sixth  Tennessee)  drove 
him  from  a  battery  of  the  second  line,  but  was 
retired  before  reaching  it  In  this  action  Cames' 
battery  of  light  artilfory,  of  Wright's  brigade, 


which  had  an  hour  or  two  previous  been  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  was  re-taken  by  my  com- 
mand. 

Brigadier-General  Bate  relieved  me  about 

p.  M.,  and  I  rapidly  re-formed  and  replenished  my 
ammunition  m  his  rear,  and,  when  ready  agun 
to  move  forward,  a  staff  officer  announced  fliat 
the  enemy  had  penetrated  between  Bate's  idt 
and  Johnson's  right,  and  that  his  skirmishers 
were  moving  upon  my  flank.  I  immediate^ 
changed  the  direction  of  my  line  at  a  double* 
quick,  first  sending  forward  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers. But  finding  that  the  enemy  had  either 
retreated  or  that  the  alarm  was  a  false  one,  I 
reported  the  fact  to  the  Major-Gkneral  com- 
manding, and,  in  obedience  to  his  orden, 
moved  again  to  the  front  and^  passing  tiie  com- 
mands of  Bate  and  Clayton,  formed  m  line  be- 
yond their  left  flank,  almost  upon  the  predse 
ground  to  which  I  had  previoiuly  pursued  the 
enemy.  Having  placed  n^  artillery  in  position 
under  the  personal  supervision  of -Maior-Geoeral 
Stewart,  and  protected  my  front  with  skinnisb- 
ers,  I  was  directed  to  remain  and  hold  the  position 
during  the  niKht  The  enemy  was  about  two 
hundred  and  mty  or  three  hundred  ywrda  dis- 
tant in  my  front,  but  did  not  advance,  and,  sa?e 
an  occasional  shot  on  the  picket  line  and  a  few 
shells  about  nightfiBill,  there  was  no  firing  during 
that  night  ^ 

Soon  after  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  fflie 
twentieth),  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Ma- 
jor-General  commanding,  I  moved  by  the  rigiit 
flank  five  hundred  paces,  inclining  a  HtUe  to  the 
rear,  so  as  to  keep  tiie  crest  of  the  ridge.  In  a 
few  moments  the  skirmishers  encountered  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  enemy  and  were  rapidly 
driven  in  on  the  right,  six  or  eight  of  them  be- 
ing shot  down.  They  were  immediately  rein- 
forced, pushed  cautiouslv  forward,  under  sadi 
shelter  as  the  ground  and  timber  afforded,  to  t 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  but  so 
near  was  the  enemy  that  they  could  not  be  ad- 
vanced further  without  provoking  an  engage- 
ment, which  I  had  been  cautioned  to  avoid  until 
I  our  line  could  be  established.  Brigadier-Oen- 
eral  Bate  formed  on  my  right,  but  at  an  angle 
with  my  line,  his  right  retired.  In  a  short  time 
afterward  Brigadier-€reneral  Wood,  of  Clebunie's 
division,  formed  on  my  right,  a  little  in  front  of 
Bate.  We  erected  temporary  defences  of  logs, 
rocks,  brush,  and  such  other  materials  as  cow 
be  hastily  collected. 

At  about  half-past  ten  a.  m.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced shelling  us  from  two  positions,  one  im- 
mediately in  my  front,  about  four  hundred  ytfdi 
distant,  and  ^e  other  more  to  my  rights  doing 
but  little  damage. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, I  moved  in  line  to  the  front,  preceded  b^ 
my  skirmishers,  who,  soon  driving  in  the  eaeawr  • 
skirmishers,  rallied  upon  the  command.  We 
moved  at  double-quick  nearly  three  hundred 
yards  through  an  open  wood,  the  enemy  reiiriqg 
before  us,  when  the  brigade  on  my  right  brow 
in  GonfiisioQ.    My  line  still  advanced  fiftf  or 
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aevonty-five  yards  further,  and  to  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  enemy's  hattery  and  line  of  defences, 
when  the  right,  wholly  unsupported  and  receiv- 
ing a  terrible  cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
upon  its  flanks,  broke  and  retired  in  disorder  to 
our  temporary  defences.  I  found  all  efifbrts  to 
rally  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee, 
short  of  the  defences,  in  vain  and,  indeed,  im- 
practicable, under  the  storm  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter which  prevailed  upon  every  part  of  the  field 
over  which  these  two  regiments  passed.  The 
centre  and  left  continued  steadily  to  advance 
until  they  crossed  the  Chattanooga  road  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  and  passed  the  battel^  in 
our  front,  but  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Thurty- 
second  Tennessee  regiment  But  being  unsup- 
ported on  the  right,  in  consequence  of  the  retreat 
of  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty-nfth  Tennessee  regi- 
ments, it  became  necessarv  to  retire  the  remam- 
der  of  tiie  line,  because  to  have  advanced  further 
would  have  exposed  it  to  the  hazard  of  being 
cut  otf,  while  to  have  remained  stationary,  with- 
out shelter  and  under  fire  from  a  protected  foe, 
would  have  sacrificed  the  men  without  obtain- 
ing any  compensating  advantage.  I  therefore 
oidored  it  to  retire,  which  it  accomplished  in 
comparatively  good  order,  to  the  original  line. 
While  re-forming  my  line,  I  received  a  slight 
wound,  which  disabled  me  from  dutv  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  I  refer  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Cook,  upon  whom  the  command  de- 
volved, for  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  in  the 
evening. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the 
distinguished  valor  exnibited  by  many  ofQcers 
and  men  ^oughout  the  action ;  but  ue  limits 
of  Uiis  report  will  not  permit  it,  and,  by  impli- 
cation, injustice  might  be  done  to  others  not 
named.  With  but  few  individual  exceptions, 
the  whole  conunand  did  credit  to  the  noble 
State  which  sent  it  into  the  field,  and  added 
new  lustre  to  the  cause  for  which  it  fought 

To  the  regimental  commanders,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenan^Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  and  Major 
McGuire,  of  the  Thirty-second,  who  respectively 
commanded  the  skirmishers,  I  cheerfully  accord 
&e  highest  meed  of  praise  for  bravery  and  skill 
In  the  death  of  Colonel  Lillard,  the  country  lost 
one  of  her  best  men  and  bravest  soldiers,  and 
his  command  an  officer  whose  place  cannot  be 
supplied.  I  feel  deeply  tlie  loss  of  Colonel 
Palmer's  services  in  the  field,  for  with  him  on 
the  right,  the  gallant  Cook  in  the  centre,  and 
the  brave  Lillard  on  the  left,  I  felt  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  unvarying  steadiness  of  my 
line. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  my  regimental  commanders  (marked 
A,  B,  C,  D  and  E)  for  detailed' accounts  of  the 
part  borne  by  those  several  commands. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  members  of  my  staff".  Captain  H.  J. 
Cherry,  A.  A.  G.,  Captain  Gid.  H.  Low,  A.  A.,  In- 
spector-General, and  Lieutenant  James  T.  Brown, 
A.  D.  C,  for  the  services  rendered  by  them 
daring  the  entire  engagement    More  gallant 
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men  could  not  be  found.    They  discharged  then 
several  duties  with  a  degree  of  fidehty  and 
intrepidity  which  mere  language  cannot  reward. 
Major  B.  P.  Roy,  A.  Q.  M.  General,  Major  B.  F. 
Carter,  A.  C.  S.,  Dr.  James  F.  Grant,  brigade 
surgeon,  and    Lieutenant   Mark   S.    Coclmlle, 
ordnance  officer,  performed  their  several  duties 
with  an  efficiency  and  zeal  deserving  the  highest 
praise.   I  am  also  indebted  to  George  B.  McCal- 
lum  and  M.  A.  Carter,  acting  staff  officers,  for 
valuable  and  efficient  assistance  on  the  field 
throughout  the  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  C.  Brown, 
Brlgadicr^6«nenl. 

Bxposcr  or  bbioadieiuobneral  r  g.  humphretb. 


HSAIXiUAKmS  BUOADB,  1 
NUR  GBJITI!A900a.A,  TKTir.,  Oct.  8, 1808.  j 

Mqjor  J.  M.  Oogamy  A$9%$tcmi  AcfjtdarU-  Ghneral : 

Major:  In  ooedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the 
twentieth  of  September : 

The  brigade  arrived  on  the  battle-6eld,  at 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
twentieth,  from  Western  Virginia.  About  ten 
o'clock  General  Kershaw  ordered  me  into  line 
of  battle  on  his  left  Heavy  firing  was  heard 
in  our  front,  when  we  advanced  in  line  parallel 
to  the  Lafayette  road.  Crossing  the  roa^,  we 
found  the  enemy  on  a  hill  at  the  edge  of  an  old 
field.  General  Kershaw  at  once  engaged  him 
and  drove  him  from  his  position.  At  this  time 
General  Bushrod  Johnson  rode  up  to  me  and  re- 
quested me  to  move  my  brigade  to  General  Ker- 
shaw's right,  as  the  enemy  were  massing  in  that 
direction  and  threatening  a  flank  movement  I 
immediately  moved  to  General  Kershaw's  right, 
met  the  enemy  in  force,  drove  in  his  skirmishers 
and  found  him  intrenched  on  a  hill  with  artillery. 
After  engaging  him  and  reconoitring  his  posi- 
tion, I  found  it  impossible  to  drive  mm  from  it 

I  immediately  informed  General  Longstreet 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  strength,  and  re- 
ceived orders  from  him  to  hold  my  position  with- 
out advancing,  while  he  sent  a  division  toattaok 
him  on  the  right  and  left  The  attack  on  my 
left  was  first  made  with  doubtful  success  ;  the 
attack  on  my  right  was  successful,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position  in  great  confusion.  It 
was  now  dark,  and  no  further  pursuit  was  made. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  lists  of 
casualties.  The  brigade  captured  during  the 
dav  over  four  hundred  prisoners,  five  stands  of 
colors,  and  twelve  hundred  small  arms. 

On  the  twenty-second,  learning  that  a  party 
of  the  enemy  was  on  the  mountain,  near  the  gap 
at  Rossville,  I  detached  thirty  men  from  the 
Eighteenth  regiment,  and  the  command  of  Cap- 
tahi  Ratcliff',  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Otten- 
burg,  of  Company  K,  to  skirmish  for  them. 
They  succeeded  in  capturing  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  making  a  total 
of  prisoners  captured  by  the*  brigade,  thirty- 
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seven  officers  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-five 
men. 

The  individual  cases  of  gallantry  and  daring 
among  the  officers  and  men  were  numerous,  and 
where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  unneccessary  to 
particularize.  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  payine  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
bearing  and  dauntless  courage  of  Brigadier- 
Greneral  Kershaw  and  his  brave  Palmetto  boys, 
who  have  so  long  and  so  often  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  Mississippi  troops.  The  gallant 
and  heroic  daring  with  which  they  met  the 
shock  of  battle,  and  irresistibly  drove  back  the 
Federal  hosts,  merits  the  highest  encomiums 
and  lasting  gratitude  of  the  army  and  the 
country.        Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
Benjamin  G.  Hi  mphkeys. 
Brigadier-Goncral,  commanding. 

BEPORT  OF  BBIGADIEB^EXERilL  J.  R  KEKSHAW. 

HSADQUIRTEIS  KEKSaiW'S  EUIGADE,  \ 

Nkae  CiL\rrA.\ooGA,  October  16, 1863.  ) 

Mc^or  J,  M.  Ooggifij  Assistant  AcfjiUant-General: 
Major:  I  respectfully  submit  the  followiRg 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  own  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigade  in  the  late  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  mention  of  the  latter  brigade  is 
necessarily  general,  from  the  fact  that  General 
Humphreys  report  did  not  pass  through  me, 
and,  being  on  foot  during  ttie  engagement,  I 
could  only  assume  a  very  general  command.  I 
respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  General 
Humphreys  for  more  particular  information 
of  his  movements. 

At  midnight,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September, 
the  last  of  my  brigade  arrived  at  the  terminus 
of  the  railroad  near  Catoosa  Station,  and  next 
morning  marched,  under  orders  from  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  to  Ringgold,  at  which  place 
the  command  united  wim  tliat  of  Brigadier- 
General  Humphreys.  About  nightfall  orders 
were  received  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  join  General  Hood  with  the 
command.  Conducted  by  Colonel  Dillard,  we 
moved  at  once  across  Alexander's  Bridge  over 
Chickamauga  Creek,  and  bivouacked  at  one 
o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twentieth.  At  nine  o'clock 
we  were  ordered  by  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  a  position  in  reserve  to  Hood's 
division,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  command- 
ing General.  About  eleven  o'clock  I  was 
ordered  forward  with  the  command  to  report 
to  Major-General  Hood.  Arriving,  I  found  his 
troops  engaged  in  front,  and  a  line  of  battle  just 

going  in.  General  Hood  directed  me  to  form 
ne  in  his  rear,  with  my  centre  resting  on  the 
spot  where  I  found  him,  which  I  suppose  was 
his  centre.  Forming  line,  Humphreys  on  my 
left,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  under  fire  of  the 
enemy^  and  in  a  thick  wood,  I  moved  as  directed, 
to  the  front.  I  had  been  directed  to  occupv  a 
line  of  breastworks ;  but,  before  reaching  that 
point,  a  staff-officer  of  the  Lieutenant-Gfeneral  \ 
commanding  was  sent  to  direct  me  to  a  point 
further  in  advance.    I  crossed  the  Lafayette 


road  near  a  house,  and,  crossing  tiie  open 
ground,  entered  the  woods  beyond,  and  pro- 
ceeded nearly  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the 
Cove  road.  While  passing  through  the  last 
wood,  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  directed 
me  to  to  look  out  for  my  right  flank,  and  I  had 
disposed  of  Colonel  Hennagan's  Eighth  South 
Carolina,  my  right-  regiment,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cover  me  in  that  direction,  as  I  supposed. 
Having  reached  the  point  last  mentioned,  the 
firing  on  my  right  became  very  heavy,  and  a 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  fell  back 
alone  my  line.  I  changed  front  ahnost  per- 
pendicularly to  the  right  on  Colonel  Nance'a 
Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  my  left  centre, 
which  I  had  indicated  as  the  directing  bat- 
lion.  This  movement  had  just  been  accom- 
plished, when  an  officer  of  Brigadier-General 
Law's  staff  informed  me  of  the  unfortunate 
loss  of  Major-General  Hood,  and  suggested 
that,  as  senior  Brigadier,  I  should  assume  the 
direction  of  the  two  brigades  of  that  division 
on  liij  right.  General  Bushrod  Johnson  was 
present  and  colled  for  a  comparison  of  rank, 
which  seemed  to  satisfy  him.  Major  Onnnine- 
ham,  Assistant  Lispector-General,  General  Hood  s 
staff,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  General  to  con- 
duct me,  made  the  opportune  suggestion  tiiat 
the  Lieiitenant-GcaQral  commanding  be  informed. 
Relieved  by  this,  I  requested  him  to  direct  Gen- 
eral Humphreys  to  move  up  and  support  me  on 
my  right,  he  having  been  uirown  in  my  rear  by 
m^'  change  of  front.  General  Johnson  had  un- 
dertaken to  advance  a  brigade  on  my  left.  The 
enemy  occupied  a  skirt  of  wood  on  the  far  side 
of  the  field  around  Dyer's  house ;  his  right 
extending  into  the  wood  beyond  the  field,  his 
left  crossing  the  Cove  road.  His  colors  were 
ostentatiously  displayed  along  the  lines.  The 
last  of  Hood's  division  engaged  in  my  front  had 
just  retired,  when  I  ordered  the  advance,  direct- 
ing Colonel  Hennagan  to  extend  to  the  right 
and  engage  the  enemy  in  that  direction  raitil 
Humphreys'  arrival,  who  was  then  in  motion. 
The  distance  across  the  field  was  about  eight 
hundred  yards,  with  a  fence  intervening  about 
one-quarter  of  the  distance.  As  soon  as  we 
crossed  the  fence  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed,  and 
moved  at  a  double-quick,  sending  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gaillard's  Second  South  Carolina  reri- 
ment,  myextreme  left,  to  gain  the  enemv's  r^ht 
flsmk.  When  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy  they  broke,  and  I  opened  fire  upon  them 
along  the  whole  line,  but  pursued  them  rapidly 
over  the  first  hne  of  hills  to  the  foot  of  the  sec- 
ond, when  I  halted  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artil- 
lery on  the  heights,  sheltering  the  men  as  much 
as  possible,  and  tliere  awaited  tlie  coming  of 
Humphreys  on  my  rieht  The  Seventh  South 
Carolma,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  my  right  cen- 
tre regiment,  and  the  Fifteenth  South  wolina, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  F.  Gist,  had  obhqucd 
to  the  right  Colonel  Hennagan  had  pursued 
the  enemy  so  far  to  the  right  that,  when  Hum- 
plireys  got  up,  he  occupied  tiie  interval  between 
the  Fifteenth  and  Eighth  regiments.    Colonel 
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Gates,  Fifteenth  AJabama,  Law's  brigade,  came 
up  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh  and  occupied 
the  line  between  that  and  the  Fifteenth,  and 
with  those  reeiments  advanced  without  orders. 
I  had  sent  to  me  right  to  direct  that  I  should  be 
informed  when  Humphreys  arrived. 

Hearing  the  firing  renewed  on  my  right,  I 
advanced* the  left  wing,  Third  South  Carolina, 
James'  battalion,  and  Second  South  Carolina,  and 
gained,  in  some  points,  the  crest  of  the  hill 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  lines.  After 
one  of  the  most  gallant  stmggles  I  have  ever 
witnessed,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  and  James'  batMion,  which  occu- 

Fied  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  a  point  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards^  where  I  determined 
to  hold  the  enemy  until  reinforcements  arrived. 
The  enemy  soon  advanced,  but,  by  a  cool,  delib- 
erate fire,  was  quickly  repulsed.  General  Hiun- 
phreys  reported  that  he  could  make  no  further 
advance  on  account  of  the  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  to  his  right  I  directed  him  to  make 
such  disposition  of  his  troops  as  would  cover 
my  right  flank.  About  three  (/clock  Brigadier- 
General  Anderson's  Mississippi  brigade  came  to 
my  support  I  described  to  nim  nie  situation, 
and  suggested  an  attack  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  position  of  tiie  enem^.  He  acquiesced  in 
my  view  and  advanced  his  left  preparatory  to 
the  movement,  covering  his  front  witn  skirmish- 
ers, who  inunediately  became  engaged,  and 
drove  in  those  of  the  enemy ,  but,  raising  a 
shout  along  their  lines,  the^  advanced  their  Hne 
of  battle  at  a  charge,  drivmg  back  Anderson's 
brigade  in  some  confusion.  With  hearty  cheers 
the  Second  and  Third  South  Carolina  and  James' 
battalion  engaged  them  with  the  utmost  enthu- 
siasm ;  Anderson's  brigade  promptly  re-formed 
and  opened  fire.  His  reserve  regiment  came 
up,  and,  in  ten  minutes  time,  the  enemy  was 
driven  pell-mell.  The  Second  South  Carolina  and 
Anderson's  brigade  dashed  after  him  and  drove 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina reaching  the  crest  The  troops  to  his  left  hav- 
ing fallen  back  to  their  former  position,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gaillard  says,  in  his  report,  that  **  he 
was  obliged,  reluctantlv,  to  fall  back."  This  was 
an  attack  on  the  ri^ht  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
line  was  at  an  obhque  angle  to  my  line.  All  of 
my  re^ments,  except  the  Second,  though  not 
participating  in  the  direct  attack,  served  to  hold 
tiie  enemy  in  position  along  that  portion  of  the 
line,  and  were  mostly  engaged  during  the  attack. 
About  four  o'clock  Oracle's  and  Kelly's  brigades 
came  up  and  reported  to  me.  I  directed  them, 
the  former  to  form  on  my  rear,  and  the  latter  to 
form  on  Gracie's  left  General  Hindman  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  about  to  attack  on 
Anderson's  left,  well  on  the  right  flaijk  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  with 
arUUery.  Soon  after,  he  opened  heavily  in  that 
direcUon,  bnt  sent  me  word  the  attack  was 
likely  to  &!!  unless  a  demonstration  was  made 
aloD/r  the  front.  I  determined  on  an  attack, 
combimng   ^  o^  forces.    McNair's  brigade. 


which  had  come  up  on  my  right,  Gracie's, 
Kelly's,  Anderson's,  my  Eighth,  Fifteenth,  and 
Second  regiments  participating.  The  rest  of 
my  brigade  being,  in  whole  or  in  part,  out  of 
ammunition,  remained  in  reserve  at  their  posi- 
tion. This  was  one  of  the  heaviest  attacks  of 
the  war  on  a  single  point.  The  brigades  went 
in  in  magnificent  order  ;  General  Gracie,  under 
my  own  eye,  led  his  brigade,  now  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  most  gallantly  and  efficiently, 
and,  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
struggle  continued  with  unabated  fury.  It  ter- 
minated at  sunset — the  Second  South  Carolina 
being  among  the  last  to  retire.  At  dark  Gen- 
eral Kobinson,  of  Hood's  division,  came  up  with 
his  brigade  and  picketed  to  my  front  About 
ten  o'clock,  I  think,  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  had  left  I  immediately  communicated 
the  fact  to  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding. 
In  the  morning  General  Robinson  withdrew, 
and  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's  hospital  and 
to  picket  to  the  front  The  day  was  spent  in 
caring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and 
coUe^ng  arms.  In  the  afternoon  Maior-Gen- 
eral  Mcl^ws  resumed  command  of  the  division. 
My  brigade  was  marched  a  few  miles  that  night 
towards  Chattanooga,  and  next  day  drove  in  the 
enemy  to  their  present  lines,  in  conjunction 
with  Woffbrd's  brigade,  my  Eighth  South  Caro- 
lina being  chiefly  engj^ed.  But  few  men  were 
lost  in  this  aflfair.  During  the  first  charge  of  the 
twentieth  my  brigade  captured  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Eighth 
South  CaroHna,  and  some  half  dozen  caissons,with 
ammunition.  Most  of  these  were  taken  before 
they  could  open  fire.  My  losses  were  heavy,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
detailed  report  Among  them  are  some  of  tlie 
most  gallant  and  efficient  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  and  choice  spirits  of  Carolina  chiv- 
alry. Lieutenant^lonel  Elbert  Bland,  Seventh 
South  Carolina,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
in  the  first  moment  of  our  triumph.  A  few  mo- 
ments later,  Major  John  S.  Hard,  his  successor, 
was  instantly  kiUed.  The  command  then  de- 
volved on  Captain  E.  J.  Goggin.  Captain  J.  M. 
Townsend,  commanding  James'  battalion,  was 
killed,  leading  the  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
stronghold.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole,  Eignth 
South  Carolina  regiment,  was  killed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland 
was  recognized  generally  as  an  officer  of  rare 
ability.  His  power  of  command,  his  cool,  daunt- 
less courage  and  self-control  in  battle,  his  excel- 
lent judgment,  disciplinary  skill  and  ability  in 
camp,  marked  him  as  a  man  of  a  high  order  of 
miliary  talent  His  personal  and  social  charac- 
teristics were  equally  noble  and  elevated.  In 
him  we  have  lost  a  champion  worthy  of  our  glo- 
rious cause.  Major  John  S.  Hard  was  a  gallant 
and  accomplished  officer,  and  has  highly  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  battle-field  in  which 
his  regiment  has  been  engaged.  Captain  Towns- 
end  commanded  his  battalion,  on  this  occasion, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  elicit  my  commendation 
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on  the  field,  before  be  fell,  and  would,  if  he  were 
living,  have  been  here  mentioned  with  high  dis- 
tinction. Lieutenant^Colonel  Hoole  was  an  offi- 
cer of  much  merit,  but  has  been  prevented  by 
protracted  illness  from  attaining  that  distinction 
he  might  have  achieved  wfth  his  gallant  regi- 
ment He  was  much  beloved  for  his  personiEd 
qualities,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  deplored  by 
his  comrades.  For  particular  mention  of  other 
brave  spirits  who  have  fallen,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders. My  pride  and  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade,  in  the  engage- 
ment, could  not  be  more  complete.  Officers  and 
men,  each  acted  as  if  impressed  with  the  feeling 
that  the  destinies  of  the  country  depended  upon 
his  own  faithful,  earnest,  and  intelligent  discharge 
of  duty.    I  shall  not  attempt  to  particulate. 

The  only  member  of  my  staflf  with  me  during 
the  whole  day  was  Gaptain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A. 
G.  To  him,  as  on  all  previous  occasions  of  this 
character,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  most 
valuable  and  gallant  services.  He  represented 
me  on  the  right  wing  of  my  brigade.  I  detailed 
Second  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Tarley  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp,  and  cannot  too  highly  commend  his  gd- 
lantiy,  activity,  and  efficiency,  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances.  As  an  evidence  of  my 
apppreciation,  I  detailed  him  to  accompany  the 
captured  flags  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  W.  M. 
D wight,  A.  A.  and  L  G.,  joined  me  in  the  after- 
noon and  aided  me  with  his  usual  efficiency. 

In  the  absence  of  horses  for  myself  and  staflf, 
I  detailed  one  man  from  each  regiment  as  order- 
lies to  conmiunicate  with  the  command.  All  of 
them  rendered  efficient  service,  and  two,  M.  F. 
Milan,  Company  A,  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, and  Kawlins  Rivers,  Company  I,  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment,  were  killed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Rivers  had  attracted  my 
notice  by  gallant  and  intelligent  services  in  the 
same  position  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Kershaw, 

Brigadier-General,  commandtng: 
REPORT  OF  OOL  C.  GL  WILSON,  (X)HMA2a)ING  BRIGADE. 

HKADQUikBIIBS  WlUBOX'S  BRIOADB,  \ 

MnaoicART  R9>cw,  October  1, 1888.  j 

Captain  Joseph  B,  Gumming,  Assistant  Ac{jur 

tantrOenercd : 

Captain  :  It  was  not  until  one  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day night,  the  eighteenth  instant,  that  my  bri- 
gade succeeded  in  crossing  Shaelan  Ford,  on 
the  Chickamauga  River,  the  road  having  been 
blocked  up  by  the  wagons  and  artillery  trains 
of  the  brigades  and  divisions  which  preceded 
us  on  the  march.  We  bivouacked  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  that  night,  prepared  to  follow 
our  division  on  the  next  day's  march.  The 
ordnance  train  of  the  division  not  having  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  Friday  night,  I  was  directed 
by  special  order  from  division  headquarters  to 
remain  with  the  train,  holding  my  brigade  as  a 


guard  until  it  had  crossed,  and  then  to  rejoin 
me  division.  I  immediately  detached  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  regiment,  and  sent  it  to  the  ford 
as  a  guard  to  that  portion  of  the  train  that  had 
not  crossed,  and  to  frimish  fatigue  parties  to 
help  forward  disabled  or  stalled  wi^ons,  having 
first  reconnoitred  the  position  and  thrown  out 
two  companies  on  each  road  leading  to  tiie  ford 
to  guard  aeainst  surprise  by  the  eneifly.  About 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  whole  train  had  crossed 
and  was  put  in  motion,  with  the  Twenty-fiftti 
G^i^ia  and  a  section  of  the  battery  ahead  as 
an  advance  ^uard  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade  in 
rear.  In  this  order  we  had  inarched  about  two 
miles  from  the  ford,  to  the  intersection  of  the 
road  from  Alexander's  Bridge  with  the  road  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  when  I  received,  frt>m 
one  of  General  Forrest's  staff,  an  order  from 
division  headquarters,  directing  me  togo  with 
Genera]  Forrest  and  obey  his  orders.  T^e  train 
was  thereupon  sent  forward  alone,  and  the  bri- 
gade filed  to  the  right  on  the  Alexander's  Bridge 
road,  conducted  by  the  staff  officer  who  had 
brought  me  the  order.  One  company,  howevo", 
of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  from  the  ford, 
had  not  yet  overtaken  the  regiment,  and  did  not 
unidl  ^e  fight  was  over,  but  fell  in  on  the  left 
of  General  Ector's  brigade,  and  behaved  gal- 
lantly, as  1  am  informed,  during  the  engagement 
of  that  day.  This  was  Company  B,  Captain 
Hitch.  Riding  forward  with.  General  Forrest, 
he  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable 
force,  were  engaging  his  cavalry  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  position,  and  he  directed  me  to 
select  a  position  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  i  formed  my  line  on  the  ridge 
of  the  long  hill  which,  from  the  north-east,  ovo-- 
looks  and  commands  the  plain  where  our  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy  took  place,  postine 
the  artillery  by  sections  on  the  most  elevatea 
positions  and  opposite  to  the  intervals  between 
regiments.  We  had  not  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion long  when  an  order  from  General  Forrest 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  pressing  him 
sorely  in  front,  and  directed  me  to  move  upon 
his  left.  This  order  was  promptly  executed, 
the  brigade  moving  off  by  the  right  flank,  aDd 
filing  up  the  Alexander's  Bridge  road  about 
three-eighths  of  a  mile,  was  formed  forward  into 
line.  The  line  was  scarcely  formed  when  firing 
commenced  on  the  left  Tjie  order  waa  givon 
to  move  forward  at  once,  and  the  line  8tej^>ed 
off  with  the  enthusiasm  of  high  hope  and  patri- 
otic determination,  and  the  precision  and  accu- 
racy which  only  disciplined  and  instrncted 
troops  can  attain.  The  enemy's  Bkirmi^Mra 
were  encountered  at  once  and  driven  in  on  their 
first  line,  which  opened  upon  us  a  terrific  fire. 
8tea<Mly  the  line,  moved  forward  and  poured 
into  the  enemy's  rank  a  well-directed  fire,  whi^ 
very  soon  caused  his  line  to  break  and  fly  from 
the  field  in  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded 
covering  the  field  over  which  we  marched. 
The  command  stiU  pressed  forward  on  the  re- 
treating foe,  and  soon  encountered  a  second  line 
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of  battle,  which  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  up 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first : 
then  again  the  contest  was  renewed  with  great 
energy,  and  the  position  disputed  with  stubborn 
resonre.  The  finng  at  this  point  was  terrific, 
and  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell  while  gal- 
lantly dischaiging  their  duties.  For  a  time  our 
line  wavered,  and  the  overwhelming  force  of 
the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  drive  us  from 
the  field.  Ballying  from  the  shock  of  this  new 
encounter,  our  line  again  moved  forward  with 
determination  and  energy,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  driving  back  the  enemy's  second  line  in  con- 
fusion to  his  breastworks,  which  had  been  erected 
of  CftUen  trees  about  four  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  his  second  line.  At  this  time  an  order  from 
General  Forrest  directed  me  not  to*  press  ^e 
enemy*  further,  but,  in  the  meantime,  our  line 
had  come  within  range  of  the  breastworks, 
from  which  a  constant  and  galling  fire  was 
poured  into  our  ranks,  and  a  heavy  force  was 
moving  around  our  left  flank.    I  at  once  dis- 

r itched  one  of  my  staflf  to  Qeneral  Ector,  who 
knew  was  a  short  distance  in  our  rear,  with  a 
reauest  that  he  would  move  up  on  my  left.  But 
before  my  messenger  reached  him.  General 
Forrest  had  ordered  his  brigade  to  the  right — a 
position  held  up  to  that  time  by  the  caval^.  In 
the  meantime,  the  enemy,  having  turned  my  left, 
poured  an  enfilading  fire  into  our  thinned  ranks, 
and  compelled  the  whole  left  of  the  line  to  fall 
back,  including  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment, 
which  occupied,  the  centre.  Observing  this 
movement,  and  pressed  by  a  gaUing  fire  in  front, 
the  right  of  the  line,  made  up  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Twentv-ninth  (Georgia  regiments,  began 
slowly  to  fall  back.  This  movement  having 
been  promptiy  arrested,  I  passed  towards  the  left 
with  a  view  of  rallying  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
and  succeeded  in  restoring  order  to  the  thinned 
ranks  of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia,  when  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  still  pressing  around  the  left 
towards  an  open  field,  mrough  which  our  line 
bad  advanced.  I  thereupon  directed  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Boynton,  then  commanding  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  to  &U  back  a  little  further  to  a  wood 
on  Ae  left  of  the  road,  intending  to  re-form  on 
it  While  this  was  being  done.  General  Ector's 
brigade  went  in  on  the  right  of  my  line,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regi- 
ments went  with  this  brigade  again  into  the 
action,  and  remained  with  it  during  the  fight  of 
that  brigade,  and  the  sharpshooters  and  Louis- 
iana battalion,  were  rallied  and  re-formed  in  the 
rear  of  other  troops  of  our  division,  which  at 
this  time  had  come  up  to  our  relief.  Having 
been  re-formed,  and  our  cartridge-boxes  replen- 
ished, the  brigade  took  up  its  positk>n  again, 
remained  on  the  battle-field  that  night,  and 
moved  with  the  division  next  day. 

During  the  action  of  this  day  (Sunday,  the 
twentieth  instant),  it  was  not  our  fortune  to  be 
much  enga^ged.  Our  ranks  had  been  much  re- 
duced, and  we  mustered  not  over  four  hundred 
and  fi^  aggregate.  About  twelve  m.,  the  right 
of  our  line  having  advanced  some  distance,  we 


engaged  the  enemy  in  a  thick  wood,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road,  in  connection 
wi&  general  Gist's  brigade,  which  was  in  front 
of  us,  and  General  Ector's,  which  was  in  our 
rear.  At  this  time  the  three  brigades  were  oc- 
cupying the  same  line  nearly,  and  this  arrange- 
ment necessarily  resulted  in  some  confusion. 
After  a  very  unsatisfactory  fight,  lasting  proba- 

S  forty  minutes,  and  in  which  we  lost  some 
liable  officers  and  a  few  men,  we  were  order- 
ed to  fall  back  and  re-form.  This  was  accom- 
plished, the  line  falling  back  a  few  hundred  yards, 
where  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  m^  when 
the  line  was  re-formed,  with  General  Gist's  bri- 
gade on  the  right.  General  Ector's  on  the  left 
and  mine  in  the  centre — the  division  being  un- 
der command  of  General  Gist — and  advanced 
to  the  last  charge,  meeting,  however,  no  enemy, 
and  having  the  satisfaction  of  taking  up  our 
bivouac  upon  the  field  from  whic^i  our  enemy 
had  been  ariven  in  confusion.  This  brigade  en- 
tered the  fight  with  an  effective  force  of  twelve 
hundred  men,  and  lost,  during  the  two  days' 
fighting,  ninety-nine  killed,  four  htmdred  and 
twenty-six  wounded,  and  eighty  missing.  Of 
the  number  missing,  many  were  wounded  and 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  were  recaptured 
with  the  field  hospital  he  had  established  near 
the  battle-field.  Of  the  number  wounded  sev- 
eral have  since  died,  among  them  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  J.  Williams,  commanding  Twenty- 
fifth  Georgia  regiment,  a  brave  and  gallant  offi- 
cer, to  whom  much  praise  is  due  for  his  conduct 
on  the  field.  He  fell  at  his  post  and  in  the  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  duties. 

A  list  of  killed  and  woimded  officers  having 
been  furnished,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  em- 
body it  in  this  report  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  however,  that  among  them  were  numbered 
the  bravest,  the  truest,  and  the  best  Where 
all  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
d(aw  distinctions.  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  any  officer  shrank  from  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  in  mentioning  a  few  who  fell  un- 
der my  own  observation  I  do  not  mean  to  dis- 
parage those  who  did  not  I  notice,  as  worthy 
of  commendation,  the  cases  of  Captains  A.  W. 
and  A.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Georgia  regiment.  Lieutenants  Alfred 
Bryant  and  A.  B.  Sadler,  of  the  First  battalion 
Georgia  sharpshooters,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  were  wounded,  remained  with  their  com- 
mands through  the  fight  and  discharged  their 
duties  to  the  end.  I  respectfully  ask  tne  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding to  the  cases  of  my  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General,  First  Lieutenant  Robert 
Wayne,  and  of  my  actmg  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  First  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Lester.  The 
first  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  leg  whilst  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  Lieutenant  Les- 
ter was  wounded  in  the  head  and  abdomen,  un- 
der the  same  circumstances,  and  had  two  horses 
killed  under  him.  They  were  both  conspicuous 
in  the  fight,  riding  fearlessly  along  the  line  in 
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the  thickest  of  it,  distributing  orders,  rallying 
the  men  when  broken,  and  setting  an  example 
to  all  of  courage  and  devotion,  and  of  a  cool 
and  intelligent  discharge  of  duty  under  the  most 
trying  circimistances,  worthy  of  aU  commenda- 
tion. I  acknowledge  myself  greatly  indebted 
to  them.  I  respectfully  ask  their  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  Captains  in  the  department  in  which 
they  are  serving.  I  also  take  great  pleasure  in 
noticing  the  cases  of  First  Laeutenant  G.  R. 
McRae,  Adjutant  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Georgia 
regiment,  who  was  conspicuous  in  the  fight,  en- 
couraging his  men  and  rallying  them  when  bro- 
ken, and  who,  being  left  senior  officer  after  the 
first  engagement,  assumed  conmiand  of  the  bro- 
ken remnants,  and  gallantly  led  them  in  again 
on  the  left  of  General  Ector*s  brigade.  • 

During  the  first  day's  fighting  many  prisoners 
were  taken,  but  they  were  turned  over  at  once 
and  no  account  kept  of  them,  and  many  were 
sent  to  the  rear  without  a  guard,  not  having 
men  to  spare  for  that  purpose.  One  section  of 
my  battery  iJone  was  able  to  get  into  position, 
and  did  some  service.  Tlie  enemy  had  no  ar- 
tillery in  our  front,  and  we  took  no  pieces.  The 
field  waa  not  such  as  to  render  artillery  useful 

In  addition  to  the  officers  above-named  who, 
being  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  I  will  add 
the  Jiame  of  First  Lieutentant  A.  H.  Harrell,  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regiment  About 
one  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon,  private  Thomas 
Henderson,  Company  A,  Fourth  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, was  captured  by  the  enemy — ^he  being  in 
advance  of  his  battalion — but,  when  the  route 
of  the  enemy  commenced,  made  his  escape  from 
his  euard,  and,  seizing  a  rifle,  on  his  return  to 
-  our  Tines  captured  and  brought  in  six  of  the  en- 
emy as  prisoners,  delivering  them  to  the  guard 
of  Brigadier-Greneral  Bate. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Wilson, 
CqloDel,  commanding  Brigadef 

BEPOBT  OF  OOL.  A.  J.  VAUGHAN,  OOHMAyDING  BBIOADE. 

Brigadi  Hkadquarikrs  cr  FnoD,        ) 
br  YBOST  or  Chatea50ooa,  Trxnbbbkb,  October  4, 1863.  j 

Major  J,  0»  Porter,  Assistant  Acfjuiant-General : 
^LiJOB :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  action  of  General  Preston  Smith's 
brigade  (composed  of  the  One  Himdred  and 
Fifty-fourtii  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Vaughan,  Jr.; 
Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee  regiments, 
imder  command  of  Colonel  W.  M.  Watkins; 
Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment,  under  command  of 
Colonel  G.  W.  Gordon ;  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee 
regiment,  undier  command  of  Colonel  Horace 
Rice ;  Scott's  battery,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  John  H.  Marsh ;  and  a  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  composed  of  two  companies  from 
the  Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiments,  one  from  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  one  from  the 
Eleventh  and  one  from  tiie  Twenty-ninth  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  under  command  of  Major  J. 


W.  Dawson ;  One  Hundred  and  Fifty^ourth 
senior  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Major  William 
Green,  Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment),  Cheat- 
ham's division,  Polk's  corps.  Army  of  Tennessee, 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  occupation 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  on  me  nineteen^,  twen- 
tieth, twenty-first  and  twenty-second  diays  of 
September,  1863: 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventeentii  September 
orders  were  received  to  move  General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade  out  on  the  Rin^old  road  to  the 
intersection  of  Lee  and  (jk>raon's  Mill  rood, 
thence  to  Rock  Spring  church,  where  we  bivoii- 
ackod  for  the  night  in  line  of  battle. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteentii  of 
September,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  in 
the  direction  of  the  ford  below  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's MiU,  on  West  Chickamauga.  Our  advance 
during  the  day  was  very  slow,  having  to  wait 
for  Buckner's  corps  to  pass  to  the  front  and 
effect  a  crossing  of  the  creek,  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  about  dark,  after  heavy  ^ir- 
mishinff.  We  bivouacked  at  ui^t,  in  fine  of 
battle,  half  a  mile  south  of  West  Chickamauga. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  Sep- 
tember, the  brigade  moved  forward,  crossed  ihe 
creek,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 
Jackson's  brigade.  As  soon  as  the  division 
effected  a  crossing,  we  moved  forward  near  a 
mile,  and  formed  hne  in  similar  order  in  rear  of 
Buckner's  corps.  We  remained  in  this  position 
a  short  time,  when  we  received  orders  to  move 
by  the  nght  flank,  in  double-quick,  to  the  sup- 
port of  wneral  Walker,  who  ror  some  time  hil 
been  actively  engaging  the  enemy.  On  arrivii^ 
at  the  scene  of  action,  we  found  General  Walker 
stoutly  resisted,  and  his  command  much  ex- 
hausted from  long  and  continued  action.  We 
were  ordered  to  form  line  inmiediately.  Formed, 
as  before,  on  left  of  GJeneral  Jackson's  brigade. 
As  soon  as  formed,  we  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  engage  the  enemy.  We  advanced  but  a 
short  distance  before  we  met  the  enemy,  advanc- 
ing. We  engaged  him  at  once,  and  furiouisfy 
drove  him  before  us  six  or  eight  hundred  yards, 
forcing  him  to  take  shelter  behind  the  breast- 
works from  which  he  had  advanced  in  the 
morning.  We  moved  steadily  forward  until 
within  musket-range  of  their  works ;  and,  not- 
withstanding we  were  subjected  to  a  severe  and 
concentrated  fire  both  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
the  brigade  kept  up  a  steady  and  determined 
fire  until  the  supply  of  ammunition  was  neariy 
exhausted.  General  Smith,  being  apprised  of 
this,  immediately  informed  General  Cheatham  of 
the  fact,  at  the  same  time  assuring  him  he  was 
able  to  hold  the  position  until  he  could  forward 
a  brigade  to  his  relief.  General  Strahl  was 
ordered  Ibrward.  As  soon  as  he  occupied  Gen- 
eral Smith's  position.  General  Smi^  withdrew 
his  brigade,  moved  some  four  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear,  and  re-formed  his  line. 

During  this  enga^ment,  beginning  at  about 
twelve  o'clock  m.,  and  closing  about  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  acted  with  conspicuous 
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pallantry,  discharging  every  duty  and  respond- 
mg  to  every  order,  with  commendable  prompts 


Since  all  acted  so  well,  I  cannot  particularize. 
Scott's  battery,  nnder  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Marsh,  advanced  with  the  brigade,  and  took 
position,  as  ordered,  under  a  heavy  and  destruc- 
tive fire  of  the  enemy,  so  much  so,  that  a  number 
of  men  and  horses  were  disabled  before  the  bat- 
tery was  placed  for  action.  Immediately  a  rapid 
aiui  welkiirected  fire  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  with  telling  effect  upon  his  ranks.  This 
fire  was  vigorously  maintained  until  the  brigade 
was  reliev^  and  ordered  to  the  rear.  It  was  in 
this  engagement  that  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Msre^  was  severely,  if  not  dangerously,  wound- 
ed, while  gallantly  encouraging  his  men  and 
in^iring  them  by  his  own  distinguished  cool- 
ness and  heroism.  The  command  tnen  devolved 
upon  Second  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  who, 
throughout  the  engagement,  acted  with  com- 
mendable bravery. 

In  bringing  on  the  engagement  and  in  drivine 
the  enemy  me  battalion  of  sharpshooters  did 
efficient  service,  both  officers  and  men  acting 
well  their  parts. 

After  supplying  the  conmiand  with  ammuni- 
tion and  taking  position  as  ordered,  it  was  found 
that  Scotf  8  battery  was  so  disabled,  by  the  loss 
of  men  and  horses,  as  to  be  unfit  for  action  dur- 
ing the  evening.  Turner's  battery,  of  Maney's 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Smith. 
It  was  placed  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  brigade,  and 
did  effective  service  m  checking  the  second 
advance  of  the  enemy.  Throughout  the  evening 
Lieutenant  Turner  poured  a  murderous  fire  into 
the  enemy's  ranks,  his  coolness  and  disregard  of 
danger  eliciting  the  highest  praise  from  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  entire  brigade.  It  was 
while  su^orting  this  battery  that  Major  Daw- 
son,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  senior  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  in  command  of  the  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
groin. 

The  enemy,  finding  it  impossible  to  drive  us 
from  our  position,  sullenly  retired  out  of  range, 
and  comparative  quiet  prevailed  along  our  line 
nnti]  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  General  Smith,  beine 
reformed  that  a  night  attack  was  determined 
upon,  was  ordered,  so  soon  as  General  Deshler's 
brigade  of  Major-Greneral  Cleburne's  division 
should  advance  to  his  front,  to  move  his  brigade 
forward  as  General  Deshler's  support  After 
Ittving  advanced  in  this  order  some  two  hun- 
dred yards,  the  engagement  was  commenced  on 
the  right  and  extended  to  Deshler's  brigade  in 
our  front  Advancing  a  short  distance  further, 
it  being  quite  dark,  a  portion  of  this  brigade 
beoune  somewhat  confused  and  fell  back  on  our 
line.  General  Smith  ordered  them  to  move  for- 
ward, which  order  was  obeyed.  We  continued 
to  advance  but  a  short  distance,  when  they  a 
second  time  feU  bcu;k  on  our  line  siad  were  again 
urged  forward  by  (General  Smith.  Instead  of 
moving  direct  to  the  front,  they  obliqued  to  the 
left  ana  uncovered  the  two  right  regiments  of 


General  Smith's  brigade.  In  the  darkness,  Gen- 
eral Smith  did  not  know  this,  and  a  third  time 
coming  upon  troops  at  a  halt  in  his  immediate 
front,  presuming  them  to  belong  to  General 
Deshler's  command,  he  and  Captain  Thomas  H. 
King,  volunteer  Aid,  rode  to  the  front  to  ascer- 
'  tain  the  delay.  On  riding  up  to  the  line  {which 
proved  to  be  the  enemy)  ana  asking  who  was  in 
command  of  these  troops,  he  was  discovered  to 
be  a  Confederate  officer,  and  ho  and  Captain 
King  were  both  killed.  I,  at  the  same  time,  was 
in  front  of  my  regiments,  accompanied  by  Cap- 
tain Donelson,  acting  Assistant  Aajutant-G^neral 
to  General  Smith,  to  know  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  portion  of  General 
Deshler's  command  Riding  up  to  a  soldier,  I 
asked  him  to  what  command  he  belonged.  Dis- 
covering that  I  was  a  Confederate  officer,  he 
fired  at  me,  missing  me,  but  killing  Captain  Donel-^ 
'son,  who  was  by  my  side.  I  immediately  or- 
dered some  files  from  the  Twelfth  Tennessee 
regiment  to  shoot  him,  which  they  did,  killing 
him  instantly.  The  line  in  front,  seeing  their 
situation,  cried  out,  "  Don't  shoot ;  we  surren- 
der." I  then  rode  forward,  and  found  them  in 
the  act  of  grounding  their  arms.  Discovering  a 
stand  of  colors  in  my  front,  I  asked,  "  Who  has 
those  colors?"  The  reply  was,  "The  color- 
bearer."  I  then  said,  "Sir,  to  what  command 
do  you  belong  ?"  He  replied,  "  To  the  Seventy- 
seventh .  Pennsylvania  regiment"  I  then  took 
from  him  the  stand  of  colors  and  handed  them 
to  Captain  Carthell,  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  and  ordered  him  to  turn  them,  with 
the  prisoners  captured,  about  three  hundred 
in  number,  over  to  General  Cheatham. 

The  reason  that  I  have  been  thus  explicit  in 
detailing  the  facts  connected  with  th^  capture  of 
the  stand  of  colors  is,  they  were  claimed  to  have 
been  captured  by  General  Deshler's  command. 

Being  informed  that  (General  Smith  had  been 
killedTl  assumed  the  command  of  the  brigade, 
the  command  of  my  regiment  devolving  upon 
Lieutenan^Colonel  R.  W.  Pittman. 

After  this  there  was  no  more  firing  of  conse- 
quence. Orders  were  received  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Cheatham  to  bivouac  in  line  of  battle  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night 

On  the  twentieth  my  brigade  was  not  actively 
engaged,  being  held  as  a  reserve.  We  were, 
however,  subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  tire, 
killing  and  wounding  several  men.  Late  in  the 
evening  we  were  ordered  to  the  extreme  right, 
where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the* 
twenty-first  September.  I  then  ordered  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Ma- 
jors Green  and  Pearl,  to  deploy  {so  as  to  cover 
the  front  of  my  brigade)  and  move  as  far  as  the 
top  of  Missionary  Ridge,  or  discover  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time,  they  re- 
ported the  enemy  in  the  valley  around  Chatta- 
nooga. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  near  Byrd's  Mill. 

On  9ie  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of  Sep- 
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tember  we  moved,  on  the  Shallon  Ford  road,  in 
the  direction  of  Chattanoo^  When  we  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Kidge,  we  formed  line 
of  battle  on  the  left  of  GenerS  Maney's  brigade 
and  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  meeting 
with  but  little  resistance,  though  the  enemy  were 
strongly  posted. 

Accompanying  this  will  be  found  the  reports 
of  the  several  regimental  commanders,  Major 
William  Green,  conmianding  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, and  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  com- 
manding Scott's  battery,  of  the  action  taken  by 
their  respective  commands,  to  which  I  invite 
your  attention.  A  list  of  the  casualties  of  tiie 
brigade  has  already  been  forwarded  to  head- 
quarters. 

I  cannot  close  tiiis  report  without  alluding  to 
the  very  efficient  service  rendered  me  by  (itp- 
tain  J.  W.  Harris,  Inspector-General  on  Genend 
Smith's  staff,  in  carrying  and  executuig  aU  orders 
in  the  most  prompt  manner  possible.  Also, 
Captain  £mmett  CockriD,  volunteer  Aid  to  Gen- 
eral Smith,  deserves  especial  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  discharged  every  duty  assigned 
him.  Thanks  are  due  to  Major  King,  Brigade 
Commissary,  for  keeping  the  troops  so  well  pro- 
vided with  rations  during  the  campaign  from 
Lafayette,  Georgia,  to  this  place.  Also,  to  Major 
Beedier,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  our  wounded  were  carried 
from  the  field.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Captain 
Henry  K.  Beatty,  Bri^e  Ordnance  Officer,  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
command  was  kept  constantly  supplied  with  am- 
munition. Also,  special  credit  is  due  Lieuten- 
ant J.  W.  Cochran,  Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  for 
the  promptness  and  efficiency  displayed  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  Colonel  Rice's 
report  in  reference  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  B. 
H.  Clayton,  courier  to  General  Smith. 
I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully. 
Your  ooedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Vaughan,  Jr.. 

Oolonel,  commaading. 

BEPORT  OF  OOLONILa  A.  SUGG,  OOMMANDING  BRIGAI»:. 

Hkadquarbebs  Omqo's  Bbigaob,       \ 
Top  of  Mnnoir  Bidob,  September  26, 1868.  j 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  f^e  following  re- 
port of  the  part  taken  bv  Gregg's  brigade  in 
the  actions  of  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
(eighteenth,  nineteen^,  and  twentieth  instant), 
wmle  under  my  command : 

Shortly  after  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  (nineteenth^,  the  brigade  having  then 
been  hotly  engaged  for  several  hours,  I  was  no- 
tified that  Grenend  Gregg  had  been  disabled  by 
a  severe  wound  in  the  neck,  and  had  been  borne 
from  the*  field,  and  that  the  command  in  conse- 
quence devolved  upon  me.  I  accordingly  re- 
ported to  General  Johnson  for  orders.  The 
Diigade  having  fallen  back,  defensive  positions 
were  made  for  the  night  by  posting  pickets  in 
advance  and  constructmg  breastworks  of  logs. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  following  morning  (Sun- 


day, twentieth^,  I  was  ordered  to  take  pontioa 
in  rear  of  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri^etdes,  in 
reserve.  About  eleven  a.  m.,  the  division  being 
ordered  forward,  we  advanced  some  eight  hun- 
dred yards,  under  heavy  fire,  when  me  front 
line  first  wavered,  then  baited,  in  considerable 
confusion.  It  soon  rallied,  but,  after  advancing 
about  two  hundred  3rards  fartJher,  halted  a  sec- 
ond time,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks  of 
rails  and  faUen  timber.  My  command  sufiBsring 
greatly  in  its  position  in  rear,  I  now  propoaea 
to  General  McNair  to  permit  me  to  pass  to  the 
front.  He  consented^  and  my  command  was  or- 
dered forward  and  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  though  not  wiUiout 
heavy  loss.  Major  C.  W.  Robertson,  comnumd- 
ing  ^ftieth  Tennessee  f  Lieutenant^lond  Beau- 
jnont  having  been  killed  the  day  before)  was 
here  severefy  wounded  in  the  groin,  while  gal- 
Icmtly  leading  his  regiment  Up  to  this  point  all 
the  fighting  had  fSken  place  in  tiiick  cov«'. 
Steaduy  advancing,  the  brigade  now  emerged 
from  the  timber  into  a  cleared  field  of  oonsidenk 
ble  extent,  gradually  sloping  down  from  the  far- 
ther edge,  where  the  enemy  nad  posted  a  baUtery 
of  eight  guns.  This  battery  I  was  order^  to 
flank,  leaving  it  on  my  right  Across  the  open 
field  the  brigade  charged  and,  supported  on  the 
right  flank,  captured  the  guns.  Four  of  these 
pieces,  rifled  guns  of  the  Ward  pattern  and 
three-inch  calibre,  belonging  to  the  First  Mis- 
souri (Federal)  battery,  are  now  appropriately 
in  possession  of  the  first  Missouri  (Bledsoe's) 
battery,  belonging  to  this  brigade.  A  thiddy 
wooded  ridge  in  rear  of  the  captured  battery, 
and  commanding  the  position,  was  the  next 
point  of  attack.  Ordered  by  General  Johnson, 
m  person,  to  take  this  position,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced to  the  assault,  again  without  support  on 
the  right  The  ridge  was  carried,  and  my  b^- 
tery,  £om  the  nature  of  the  ground,  being  unid)le 
to  keep  up,  the  brigade  was  halted  upon  its 
crest  and  disposed  in  such  form  as  to  sweep 
with  its  fire  the  slopes  and  hollows  on  both 
sides  of  the  ridge  and  hold  the  position  until 
the  artillery  could  come  to  our  supp<Hrt«  So  soon 
as  the  guns  arrived,  they  were  pbced  in  podtioa 
to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy  s  battery  of  five 
pieces,  covering  the  retreat  of  an  ammunition 
train.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy's  cannoneers 
abandoned  their  guns ;  the  teamsters  were  seen 
cutting  loose  the  horses  from  their  traces,  and 
tiie  whole  took  to  'flight,  leaving  both  battety 
and  train  in  our  possession.  Later  in  the  day, 
the  contents  of  the  captured  wagons  served  to 
replenish  the  exhausted  boxes  of  the  brigade. 
Finding  the  position  commanded  by  still  another 
ridge  in  front,  but  bearing  to  the  right,  the  bri- 
gade was  ordered  forward,  the  position  in  front 
taken,  and  my  battery  of  four  guns  posted  so  as 
to  secure  its  possession,  while  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force 
of  the  enemy.  He  was  found  to  be  in  heavy 
force  on  the  same  ridge  on  my  rigjit  Adjust- 
ing my  line   accordingly,  the   brigade   again 
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moved  forward,  chaijring  the  enemy  in  gallant 
Btyle,  under  a  heavy  fire.  Here  Lieutenant^l- 
onel  J.  B.  Tillman,  commanding  Fourth  Tennes- 
Bee,  was  wounded  in  the  shomder,  while  nobly 
leading  his  men.  The  enemy  was  driven  back, 
bnt  raJlied  and  returned  to  the  attack  in  greater 
force,  contesting  the  ground  with  unusual  ob- 
Btinaey.  For  the  want  of  artillery  support,  the 
right  wing  of  the  brigade  fell  back  beyond  the 
battery,  left  in  the  position  already  described, 
but  w^  enabled  to  re-form  under  cover  of  the 
steady  mre  and  unbroken  front  maintained  by 
the  Third  and  Fiftieth  Tennessee  (Colonel  C.  H. 
Walker),  and  Seventh  Texas  (M^jor  R.'M.  Van- 
zandt),  oy  whom  tiie  guns  were  saved  from  cap- 
ture, and  to  whom  the  right  wing  was  indebted 
for  an  opportunity  to  recover  from  the  tempo- 
rary confusion  into  which  it  had  been  thrown. 
This  being  quickly  effected,  and,  perceiving  the 
impoesibint^  of  holding  the  position,  if  captured, 
without  the  aid  of  artulery,  I  ordered  two  g^uns 
to  be  moved  t*  my  right,  and,  believing  that  the 
teams  would  be  aestroyed  if  the  horses  were 
attacked,  I  ordered  them  to  be  moved  up  tiie 
hiD  by  hand.  The  brigade  was  again  oraered 
to  chiurge,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  ridge 
and  into  the  hollow  beyond ;  but  the  guns  pushed 
forward  and  opened  upon  him  with  such  telling 
effect  that  he  made  no  further  effort  to  recover 
his  lost  ground.  It  was  now  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  brieade  having  advanced,  since 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fully  three  miles, 
describing,  in  its  onward  and  upward  course, 
through  timber  and  clearing,  over  hill-tops  ana 
ridges,  a  line  approaching  in  shape  very  nearly 
the  fourth  of  a  curcle.  Finding  my  ammmiition 
exhausted,  a  supply  was  ordered,  and  obtained 
from  the  train  previously  captured  from  the 
enemy.  Trigg's  brieade  arriving  on  the  ground 
at  this  juncture,  I  thankfully  accepted  the  pro- 
position of  the  commanding  officer  to  form  line 
m  my  front,  and  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back 
beyond  the  crest  of  the  hiU  and  rest  for  the 
night ;  and,  no  interruption  being  apprehended 
from  the  beaten  enemy,  ^e  brigaae  slept  on  the 
ground  which  it  had  so  bravely  won. 

On  the  following  day,  more  than  one  hundred 
of  the  enemy's  dead  were  counted  on  the  hill- 
Bide  and  in  the  hollow  immediately  in  front  of 
the  brigade.  Nor  was  the  senes  of  brilliant 
Bucces^s,  thus  briefly  described,  won  without 
heavy  loss  on  our  own  part,  though  one  greatly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  inferior,  too,  to 
the  loss  of  the  brigade  on  the  previous  day 
(Saturday).  Where  all,  both  officers  and  men, 
aid  80  weU,  it  is  difficult,  as  it  would  be  unfair, 
to  discriminate  further  than  has  been  already 
done  in  this  report  ^  At  the  same  time,  I  should 
be  doing  less  than  justice  if  I  were  to  omit  to 
niake  special  mention  of  the  very  efficient  and 
important  service  rendered,  throughout  the  dav 
and  in  every  stage  of  the  conflict,  by  Bledsoe  s 
battery,  Lieutenant  R.  L.  Wood  commanding. 

A  statement  of  the  number  of  men  engaged, 
of  the  casualties  sustained,  and  of  the  captures 
made  by  the  brigade,  so  far  as  an  estimate  of 


them  can  now  be  obtained,  wid  be  found  sub- 
joined. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Sugg, 

Colonel,  commandiDg  Brigade. 

Aggregate  preseni  in  Qregg's  Brigade^  accord' 
ing  to  FHdd  JR^vm  of  September  ninet^nih, 
1863. 

A«srogabe 
Oomnuuid.  preeont. 

Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment 325 

Fiftieth            "               •^        104 

'Seventh  Texas                 •        177 

Third  Tennessee              "        274 

Tenth         "                     "        190 

Thirtieth    "                     "        185 

First  Tennessee  battalion 82 

Total  infantry 1,887 

Batter  V 84 

Brigade  staff 4 

1,425 

The  foregoing  represents  the  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  taken  into  action  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  nineteenth.  No  field  return  was 
called  for  or  made  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
twentieth. 

Aggregate  loss  in  Officers  and  Men  Killed, 
Wounded^  and  Missing,  in  Gregg's  Brigade, 
in  (he  actions  of  September  eighteen^,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth. 

Officers,   Non-commissioned  Officers, 

and  Privates  Killed 107 

Wounded 476 

Missing 70 

Total 652 

List  of  Captures  made  by  Gregg's  Brigade  in 
the  actions  of  September  eight^nth,  nineteenth, 
(tnd  twentieffi. 
Oaptaree.  Aznoant. 

Prisoners No  estimate. 

Small  arms No  estimate. 

Colors None. 

Artillery Thirteen  pieces. 

Wagons Five. 

Ambulances One. 

A  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  bri- 
gade on  each  day  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  fumjsh  an  estimate  which  would 
be  even  an  approximation  to  the  real  number, 
therefore  none  is  attempted.  Large  quantities 
of  arms  were  gathered  on  the  groimd  over 
which  the  brigade  passed,  and  piled  for  removal ; 
but,  before  they  could  bo  counted,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  change  position,  being  ti^s- 
ferred  from  General  Jonnson's  to  Gen^rd  Walk- 
er's division.    The  pieces  of  artillery  (thirteen 
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in  number)  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  which 
it  is  understood  that  rival  claims  have  been 
advanced,  were  not  only  captured  by  this  bri- 
gade, but  duly  taken  possession  of  at  the  time 
by  a  detail  made  for  the  purpose,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Fletcher  Beaimiont,  Adjutant  of 
the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment 

STATEMENT  OF  ADJUTANT  BEAUKONT  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
CAPTURE  OP  NINE  PIECES  OP  ARTILLERY  FROM  THE 
ENEBfT  ON  THE  BATTLE-FIELD  OF  CHICKAMAUOA. 

Is  TBM  Fautj  October  0, 1868. 
Colonel  Sugg: 

Sib:  Having  been  requested  to  famish  a 
written  statement  of  the  facts  regarding  t!le 
capture  from  the  enemy  on  tlie  battle-field  of 
Ghickamauga,  September  twentieth,  1863,  bv 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  1  am  enabled  to  do  by  reason  of 
bikving  been  your  Aid-de-€amp  on  that  day,  and, 
as  sudi,  having  sent  the  pieces  to  the  rear  for 
safety  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  retake  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following,  which  will 
be  indorsed  by  members  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment  of  this  brigade,  who  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  statement  herein  set  forth : 

lYeparatory  to  advancing  upon  the  enemy, 
our  division,  consisting  of  Generals  Johnson's, 
McNair's,  and  Gregg's  brigades,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  Bri^dier-Greneral  Johnson,  was 
formed  b^  placii^  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left,  McNair's  on  the  right,  with  two  regiments 
and  a  battalion  from  our  brigade  on  the  extreme 
left — ^the  remainder  of  the  latter  following  as 
a  support  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
the  front  line.  In  this  order  the  division  moved 
off.  Havine  gone  some  distance,  McNair's  bri- 
gade, immediately  in  our  front,  halted,  the  ene- 
my maintaining  a  brisk  fire  on  the  whole  line, 
when,  by  consent  of  its  commander,  our  bri- 
gade passed  over  it  and  gained  the  front  line. 
Soon  after  we  emerged  into  an  open  field,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  which,  to  our  right  and  on  an 
eminence  commanding  the  field,  was  posted  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Seeing  a  rich  prize  within  its 
grasp,  our  brigade  marched  forward  until  it  had 
gained  the  flank ;  then  wheeling  to  the  right, 
went  up  and  possessed  it,  several  of  the  pieces 
having  been  silenced  and  abandoned  before  the 
brigade  had  commenced  to  wheeL  On  reaching 
tiie  guns  we  had  so  nobly  won,  as  your  Aid,  I 
proceeded  to  take  possesf^ion  and  nave  them 
removed  to  the  rear  for  safety  against  re-capture. 
For  this  purpose  I  made  a  detail  of  the  men 
nearest  to  me,  and,  when  I  could  find  them,  such 
wounded  as  were  able  to  ride  horseback,  and 
Federal  prisoners,  with  a  guard.  Every  gun 
and  its  accompaniments  which  fell  into  our 
hands  were  saved.  I  would  also  mention  that 
instead  of  eight  (8)  guns,  as  you  estimate  in 
your  official  report,  there  were  nine  (9)  to  my 
knowledge,  having  seen  that  niunber  myself 
after  the  fighting  mid  subsided  in  the  evening 
of  that  day.  Too  eager  to  get  them  safely  to 
the  rear,  I  did  not  stop  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number,  supposing  that  I  would  have  an  oppor- 


tunity to  settle  that  point  afterwards,  as  I  di- 
rected them  to  be  taken  to*  the  hill  our  brigade 
was  posted  on  before  the  advance  began. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

Fletchsb  Beaumoxt, 
A4jatant  Fiftieth  Tenoessoe  regimait. 

We  fully  concur  in  tiie  above  statement. 

W.  G.  Vanclave,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

C.  S.  Haughton,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment  ^ 

B.  W.  Smitli,  Fourth  Sergeant,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

A.  P.I?.  Bells,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee  regiment 

A.  J.  Park,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tennessee 
regiment 

Levi  Osbum,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Toi- 
nessee  re^ment 

Willy  Osbum,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee re^ment 

H.  M.  Fowler,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

The  above  names  are  members  of  Company 
H,  Forty-first  Tennessee  r^ment,  and  author- 
ized me  to  sign  their  names. 

W.  M.  Cooper, 
First  Lieatenant  Oompany  H,  Forty-first  TeimGssee  regisMsit. 

BEPCHtT  OF  OOU  D.  OOLEUAN,  OOMMANDINQ  BRIGADE. 

Hkaoquirtkbs  MgN'air'8  Bbioadc,  ) 

Camp  hiar  Ruogold,  Obobou,  September  24,  IMl  f 

Captain  Blakemore,  A,  A,  A,  General: 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  Brigadier-General 
Johnson's  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battles : 

Shortly  before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant, this  brigade  (Brigadier-General  R  Mc- 
Nair's), in  company  with  that  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral B.  R.  Johnson,  who  commanded  the  whole 
force,  left  C^atoosa  Station,  on  the  Chickamauga 
River,  and  marched,  by  way  of  Ringgold,  by 
the  Lekfayette  road  to  the  intersection  of  the 
Graysville  and  Reed's  Bridge  roads.  Here,  can- 
nonading and  sharp  skirmishing  beine  heard 
on  the  left  line  of  battle  was  formed,  wim  John- 
son's bri^de  on  the  right,  and  the  force  swept 
steadily  m  this  order,  with  skirmishers  in  front, 
across  the  country  to  the  left,  the  enemy  giving 
away  with  scarcely  any  resistance,  to  the  Reed's 
Bridge  road,  near  the  bridge.  TTience  marched, 
hearing  heavy  musketry  firing  in  front,  to  with- 
in one  and  a  half  miles  of  Lee's  Mill,  on  die 
Chattanooga  and  Lee's  Mill  road,  where  it  en- 
camped in  line  for  the  night  some  time  after 
dark. 

On  the  nineteenth,  just  about  eight  a.  il,  the 
battle  having  begun  on  the  right,  the  brigade 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  rear  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  with  the  artillery.  Captain  Culpeper*8 
three  pieces,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  Nortii  0Bux>liua 
regiment.  Colonel  Coleman,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder.  Col- 
onel Coleman,  commanding  both  regiments,  being 
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(wdered  to  support  General  Gr^g,  moved  rapidly 
forward  and,  getting  near  Gre^g^  brigade  (then 
under  a  ternnc  fire],  charged  impetuously,  pass- 
ing over  ihe  left  oi  Gregg's  brigade,  with  loud 
cheers,  and  drove  the  enemy  in  rapid  flight 
through  the  thick  woods,  across  the  Glmttanooga 
road,  past  the  small  house,  a  hundred  yards  on  and 
in  to  the  com  fields  .beyond,  making  a  distance 
altogether  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  In 
this  last  advance  Ineutenant-Golonel  Hupstelder 
fell,  wounded  with  five  balls.  Though  the  ene- 
my, to  whom  we  had  been  opposed  in  front, 
were  in  flight,  broken  and  in  confusion,  having' 
sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  the  two  regi- 
ments find  their  tired  and  weakened  line  ex- 
posed to  a  fatal  flank  fire,  especially  on  the  left ; 
unsupported  on  agcount  of  the  rapidity  of  their 
advance,  with  an  enemy's  battery  near  on  the 
left  and  a  strong  enemy's  reinforcement  ap- 
proaching, and  our  ammunition  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, the  impracticabilify  of  longer  holding  this 
advanced  and  exposed  position  was  immediately 
manifest  and  the  force  was  ordered  back  to  the 
woods.  Here  they  were  re-formed  and,  a  fresh 
line  having  passed  to  relieve  them,  were  march- 
ed hd^k  to  nearly  their  original  position  to 
await  ammunition,  where  they  were  joined  by 
the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  finally  moved  for- 
ward to  the  position  in  line  where  it  was  en- 
camped for  tne  night,  between  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, on  ^e  right,  and  Hindman's  division  on 
the  left. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Arkansas  bat- 
talions (consolidated),  Major  Ross,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  McNair,  were 
ordered  forward  soon  after  the  advance  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Nortti  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  and  charged  on  the  right  of  the  course 
taJien  by  the  latter  regiments  and  drove  the  en- 
emy, in  successive  charges,  beyond  the  Chatta- 
nooga road.  Here,  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Thirty^inth  and  Twenty-fifth,  being  exposed  to 
a  heavy  ftank  fire  on  the  left,  besides  that  in 
frx)nt,  and  the  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  they 
rejoined  the  other  two  regiments. 

The  artillery.  Captain  Culpeper  commanding, 
supported  the  advance  of  the  brigade  so  long 
as  it  was  safe  to  fire,  and  then,  the  uuder-growth 
being  too  thick  to  advance,  remained  in  their  po- 
sition the  remainder  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  bri^de 
was  placed  in  line  between  Stewart's  division 
OD  the  right,  and  Hindmand's  on  the  left,  with 
a  slight  barricade  of  brai)ches  and  small  dead 
wood  in  front  Here,  about  half  past  nine  ▲. 
M.,  the  line  repulsed  an  advance  of  the  enemy, 
lo  a  few  minutes  after,  the  brigade,  advancing 
with  the  rest  of  the  line,  drove  the  enemy 
steadily  and  rapidly  back,  passing  over  two  suc- 
sive  lines  of  temporary  breastworks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  reach- 
fog  the  comer  of  the  field,  at  the  opposite  end 


of  which  were  two  batteries  of  the  enemy's  on 
a  hiU  commanding  the  whole  advance.  General 
McNair  and  Colonel  Harper,  First  Arkansas  ri- 
fles, had  just  been  disabled  by  wounds,  that  of 
the  latter  officer  mortal  The  brigade,  already  in 
advance  of  the  line,  charged  furiously  upon  the 
batteries  diagonally  on  uie  right  and  captured 
them,  taking  ten  pieces,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  sent,  with  their  remaining  horses, 
to  our  rear,  and  the  remaining  two,  then  in  the 
woods,  were  carried  to  the  rear  afterwards,  the 
ground  never  having  been  re-occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

The  brigade  was  now  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line,  though  this  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching ;  our  left  was  still  more  exposed  by  the 
break  made  by  our  diagonal  charge ;  the  enemy 
were  firing  from  the  woods  in  front,  while  with- 
in two  hundred  yards  farther  in  the  woods  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  seen  drawn  up 
in  good  order.  Our  forces  were  reduced  bv  our 
rapid  advance  and  the  ammunition  nearly  ex- 
hausted. It  was  necessary  at  once  to  abandon 
our  position.  The  brigade  retired  back  to  the 
woods,  procured  ammunition,  and  took  position 
in  line  on  the  left  of  Robinson's  brigade.  Here, 
receiving  an  order  from  Brieadier-Q«neral  John- 
son, the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Coleman,  upon 
whom  the  command  had  devolved,  advanced 
forward  and  to  the  left,  about  half  a  mile,  to  the 
support  of  Johnson's  brigade,  which  was  sup- 
porting Robinson's  battery,  which  was  stationed 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lookout 
Valley  road,  at  which  point  the  force  there  were 
resisting  with  difficulty  the  determined  advance 
of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  In  a  few  minutes 
General  Johnson  ordered  our  advantfe,  when, 

Eassing  the  line  immediately  supporting  the 
attery,  which  line  also  advanced,  we  charged 
over  the  hill  upon  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  obstinate  resistance,  a  brigade  on 
our  right  and  Manigault's  brigade,  on  the  ridge 
to  our  left,  advancing  on  parallel  lines  to  us,  the 
enemy  were  completely  driven  from  the  position. 
In  this  conflict  we  simered  much  from  a  flank- 
ingfire,  arising  from  tardy  support  on  our  left 

The  artillery.  Captain  Culpeper,  having  as- 
sisted in  repulsing  the  enemy  at  half-past  nme  a, 
M.,  was  placed  in  position  by  General  Law,  with 
his  battery,  and  remained  there  during  the  day. 
I  take  great  pleasure  and  pride  in  saying  that 
the  whole  brigade  behaved  most  nobly  during 
all  the  fighting  of  both  days,  being  uniformly 
in  advance  of  all  others  in  every  onset  Ita 
losses  and  its  trophies  bear  ample  testimony  to 
its  good  conduct  In  another  report  I  propose 
to  particularize  individual  instances. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Coleman, 
ODloncl,  oommandtng  Brigade. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  Total  Agaregates  qf  McNair's  Brigade  engaged  at  Chickamauga,  Sqttember 
eighieenthf  nin^eentky  and  twentieth^  1863. 


COMIUSD. 


TOEAU 


Agqbkluck. 


Na  or  RocMS  Fzbsd. 


Fiold  and  Staff; 

First  Arkansas, 

Fourth  Arkansas, 

SrcoDd  Arkansas, 

Thirty-ninth  North  CkroUiia,. 
Twonty-Flfth  Ark 


264 
385 
125 
232 
Ul 


a 

278 
415 
189 
247 
188 


70 
70 
70 
80 
80 


Total  infantry, 

Colpeper'ff  hattery ,  8.  C.  artillery, . 


1,107 
80 


1,909 
84 


Ahoot  76 
801 


One  caisson  exploded,  two  horses  killed  and  six  wounded ;  one  set  wheel  harness  damaged. 


Henst  Waldrop, 

A.  a.  a.  GencraL 


D.  GOLBMAK, 
Golonel,  commanding  McNalr's  Brigade. 


Tabular  Statement  qf  Casualties  in  McNair's  Brigade  at  Ckickamaugay  on  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 

and  twentieth  of  September,^  1863. 


OOXXASD. 


Field  and  Siafi; 

FIrat  Arkansas, 

Foorth  Arkansas, 

Second  Arkansas, 

Thirty-ninth  North  Carolfam,. 

Twenty-flfth  Arkansas, 

Colpoper's  S.  C.  battery 


EnxsD. 


14 
14 

6 
10 

7 


WOUHDBD. 


I 


f 


1 

89 
85 
15 
46 
26 
6 


16 
29 
3 
3 
8 


IKlcai. 


3 
106 

103 
52 

103 
61 
14 


16 


157 


168 


54 


441 


Henbt  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  GenoraL 

a 

A  Statement  of  Captures  made  by  McNair's  Bri- 
gade at  Chickamauga,  on  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  qf  September,  1863. 

Ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

Several  caissons,  left  on  the  field  and  brought 
off  aftewards. 

Six  first-claes  ordnance  wagons. 

Six  wagon  loads  of  small  ammunition. 

Brought  off  the  field  eight  hundred  fine  rifles. 

Pilea  up,  for  ordnance  wagons,  two  thousand 
rifles. 

Brought  off  the  field  twenty-six  artillery 
horses. 

Two  stand  of  colors— -one  Eighth  Kansas,  the 
other  not  remembered. 


D.  COLEXAK, 
Oolond,  oonmkanding  McNair^s  ftigafde. 


One  taken  from  private  Harry  Barger,  Com- 
pany I,  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas,  by  force,  after 
capturing  it  himself,  by  an  officer  ranking  FirBt 
Lieutenant,  of  Maney's  brigade. 

D.  CCH^EMAN, 
Colonel,  eoflunanding  McMair*B  Brtgidii 

Hbnbt  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  GeneraL 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  &  FULtOy,  COflOUJUBCSQ 
ERIOADEL 

HSAOQCJUmBS  JQBXSOX^  BstMuoc;  1 
September  30,  1868.        / 

Captain    W,   T,  Bk^cemore,  Acting   AMttstattt 

A(^utant'Ghneral : 

I  have  to  report  the  action  taken  with  the 
enemy  by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twen- 
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ty-third,  and  Seyenteenth  Tennessee  rejnments, 
composing  this  brigade,  and  Gompanj  E,  of  the 
Nin^  Greorgia  battalion  of  artillery,  a  battery 
of  two  howitzers  and  two  small  rifle  pieces, 
commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  W.  8.  Everett, 
in  an  kSedr  at  and  from  Ringgold  to  Chickaman- 
pa  Creek,  on  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
mstant,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant 

By  order  from  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  this 
bri^uie  moved  at  three  p.  m.  on  the  seventeenUi 
instant,  from  its  encampment,  three  miles  south 
of  Ringgold,  on  the  Ringgold  and  Dalton  road, 
in  the  following  order:  Twenty-fifth,  Porty- 
fourtii,  Twenty-t£ird,  and  Seventeenth  Tennes- 
see regiments.  On  our  approaching  Ringgold, 
a  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Ringgold  had  been 
reversed  and  was  rapidly  returning.  At  tiiis 
juncture  I  received  an  order  from  General  B.  R. 
Johnson  to  form  the  bi;igade  in  line  of  battle  at 
the  foot  of  Taylor's  Ridge,  and  tirow  forward 
Bkinnishers  to  hold  Ringeold.  The  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  being  in  front,  took 
position  on  its  right  flank,  to  protect  the  wagons, 
rapidly  moving  to  the  rear.  The  br^de  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  Taylor's 
Ridge,  the  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ten- 
nessee regiments  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
the  Twenty-third  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
regiments  on  the  left    A  company  from  each 

Xent  was  sent,  in  charge  of  Major  Davis,  to 
Ringgold,  with  a  detachment  of  Scott's 
cavaky  on  my  flanks.  A  section  of  the  battery 
was  placed  on  my  extreme  right  on  elevated 
ground,  where  I  ordered  it  to  opea  upon  the 
enemy's  battery,  posted  on  the  hill  above  and  to 
flie  northwest  of  Ringgold,  which  had  fired  two 
shots  into  the  town.  After  firing  eight  rounds 
I  dislodeed  the  enemy,  who  was  pursued  by 
Colonel  Dcotfs  cavalry,  with  a  section  of  Ever- 
ett's battery,  six  miles.  He  (Colonel  Scott)  hav- 
ing reached  their  encampment,  a  few  rounds  of 
gr^>e  and  canister  were  mred  amone  the  enemy's 
camples,  when  Colonel  Scott  wim  the  section 
of  artillery,  retired.  The  brigade  rested  on 
their  arms,  in  line  of  battle,  during  the  night 
Rations  were  cooked  and  in  naversacks  by  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  instant, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Leek's 
teyard.  After  marching  a  short  distance,  the 
line  of  march  was  chsoiged.  The  brigade  coun- 
termarched and  followed  the  enemy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Qiattanoo^  and,  having  reached  Kee- 
W's  (over-shot)  null,  we  found  that  the  enemy 
were  near  us.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  to- 

f  ether  with  the  left  wing  of  the  Forty-fourth 
enneesee  raiment,  under  Greneral  Forrest,  fol- 
lowed by  the  right  of  that  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  lieutenantXlolonel  McEwen,  Jr.  Lieu- 
tenant Everett  fired  a  few  roxmds  on  the  eneray, 
^er  direction  of  General  Forrebt  The  skir- 
mishers  of  the  seventeenth  Tennesee  regiment 
fngaged  the  cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy,  kill- 
ing toee  men  and  mortally  wounding  one.  The 
enemy's  skinnishers  having  been  dnven  back. 


the  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-third,  and  seventeenth 
regiments  were  moved  forward,  crossing  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  some  six  hundred  yards  from  our 
first  position  into  and  over  a  com  field  where 
these  regiments  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle. The  enem^r  had  taken  his  position  in  the 
com  field  opposite,  running  to  a  high  ridge  near 
the  junction  of  the  GraysviUe  and  Lafajrette, 
Ringgold  and  Chattanooga  roads.  A  section  of 
the  First  Missouri  battery,  Bledsoe's,  having 
been  placed  in  position  on  my  left  by  Generals 
Johnson  and  Forrest,  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  (the  For^-fourth  was  now  brought 
to  the  right  of  the  TVenty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment), the  firing  from  this  battery  drove  Uie 
enemy  from  his  position,  and,  after  shelling  the 
woods  in  our  front,  I  again  received  an  order  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle.  My  skirmishers  were 
kept  deployed  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards,  whidi  distance  they  kept,  passing  over 
the  ridge  (a  strong  position)  and  forward  to 
Reed's  Bridge,  across  which  the  enemy  had 
moved  and  taken  position  in  the  woods  beyond. 
Before  reaching  me  bridge.  Reed's,  the  ^ven- 
teenth  Tennessee  was  detached  and  sent  by 
General  Forrest  to  the  left  to  attack  a  force  of 
the  Federals  at  their  principal  encampment. 
Before  gaining  this  position,  however,  the  ene- 
my fled.  The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  whilst  approaching  Reed's  Bridge, 
became  engaged,  ana  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  voluntarily  pushed  forward  with  a 
yell  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  bridge  be- 
fore it  could  be  destroyed.  Here  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  had  five  men  wounded,  one  of 
whom,  Private  A.  Melton,  color-bearer,  when 
obliged  to  give  up  his  colors,  called  upon  his 
successor  to  carry  them  forward  '*  ahead  of 
every  thing  else."  Skirmishers  were  immedi- 
ately sent  over  the  bridge  and  deployed,  fol- 
lowed bv  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Twenty-tnird  Tennessee  regiments,  which  filed 
to  the  right  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards, 
through  a  com  field.  The  enemy  now  opened  a 
battery  upon  the  bridge,  one  of  its  shells  wound- 
ing Lieutenant  Hastmgs,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee,  which  regiment  was  returning  to 
rejoin  the  brigade  and  crossed  the  bridge  imder 
the  enemy's  foe  of  artillery.  A  section  of  First 
Missouri  (Bledsoe's)  battery,  of  the  reserve  artil- 
lery, opened  fire  and  drove  the  enemy's  battery 
from  its  position. 

The  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, , 
changing  direction  to  the  right,  and  moved  in . 
line  to  Alexander's    Bridge,  where  we  were 
halted  and  remained  for  the  brigade  on  our  left 
(Gregg's)  to  come  up. 

Gregg  s  brigade  moved  forward,  followed  by 
Johnson's,  which  after  marching  some  six  hun- 
dred yards,  ihe  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  was 
detached  to  guard  our  wagon  train.  Having 
marched  some  two  and  a  half  miles  bv  the  flank, 
Gregg's  brigade  became  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my. We  changed  front  forward  on  left  com- 
pany, left  batteRon,  and  moved  up  on  line  with 
other  troops  on  our  left,  and  rested  on  our  arms 
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dturing  the  night,  one-third  of  the  men  being 
required  to  be  awake,  and  ekirmisherB  deployed 
in  our  front 

Saturday,  September  nineteenth.  Early  this 
morning  a  detail  of  intelligent  men  was  made, 
five  from  each  regiment,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my's line.  They  reported  to  me,  about  ten  a.  m., 
the  enemy  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  and 
in  our  front  The  Forty-fomrth  Tennessee  took 
its  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  the 
line  of  the  brigade  conformed  to  that  of  Gregg's, 
on  our  left,  and  Robinson's,  on  our  right,  which 
encompassed  the  top  of  a  low  ridge.  The  firing 
commenced  on  our  right  about  eight  a.  m.,  and 
continued  along  the  line  until  Cheatham  became 
engaged.     • 

About  one  p.  m.,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee,  as  well  as  those  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  were  driven  in.  A  general  engagement 
was  now  commenced  on  our  left,  the  left  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  participat- 
ing by  firing  obliquely  to  the  left  At  this  time 
Everett's  battery  was  placed  behind  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  fire  ol 
which  drove  the  enemy  back  at  this  point 

Shortly  after,  the  command  to  move  forward 
was  given,  the  left  regiment  to  touch  to  ^e 
right  until  we  reached  tiie  road,  when  the  right 
would  move  slowly,  that  tlie  left  may  come  up 
to  the  road,  thus  to  change  direction  slightly  to 
the  right.  But  this  order  was  not  fully  carried 
Out  We  did  not  advance  exceeding  seven 
hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  us,  and  we  became  hotly  engaged.  The 
enemy  had  planted  a  battery,  which  struck  about 
the  centre  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, and  which  opened  upon  our  advancing 
lines,  throwing,  in  rapid  succession,  grape  and 
canister,  and  supported  by  infantry,  whose  fire 
of  small  arms  was  heavy,  well  directed  and  dis- 
astrous. The  entire  brigade  now  became  hotly 
engaged  (during  this  engagement  Major  Lowe, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  was  wounded), 
which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  enemy  making 
a  stubborn  resistance,  graduaUy  retiring,  he 
having  advantage  of  both  under-growth  and 
ground,  but  finafly  was  driven  across  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road.  The  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  on  approaohing  the  road, 
was  halted  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemv  in  its 
front,  distant  about  two  hundred  yards,  in  a 
woodland;  the  under-growth  having  been  cut 
out,  the  enemy  were  in  full  view.  The  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  was  still  engaging  the  enemy. 
The  Twenty-fifth  and  a  portion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments  crossed  the  road,  the 
other  portion  of  the  Twenty-third  being  with  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee,  and  gained  the  cover  of 
the  woods,  and  moved  to  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's battery,  still  firing  upon  the  right  of  our 
line,  at  right  angles  with  my  present  line,  gain- 
ing a  fence,  under  which  uiqy  opened  fire,  de- 
livering several  volleys,  ceased  finng,  re-loaded, 
and  charged  the  battery,  driving  me  enemy's 
gunners  from  their  guns  and  killing  several 
Horses.     The  caissons  were  moved  off  by  ^e 


enemy,  leaving  their  pieces  on  the  fiekL  The 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  and  the  o^er  portion  of 
the  Twenty-third  Tennessee  had  crossed  the 
road,  having  driven  the  enemy.  The  Seven- 
teenth Tennefisee  here  lost  an  officer  HUed,  two 
officers  and  about  twenty  men  wounded.  In 
this  engagement  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
suffered  heavily,  sustaining  a  loss  in  killed  azid 
wounded.  A  portion  of  Robinson's  extreme 
left  (Texans)  and  part  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ten- , 
neesee  had  been  driven  back,  but  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  crossed 
the  road.  Here  Lieulenant43dlouel  McEwen, 
Jr.,  five  company  officers  (Captain  Jackson  one  of 
the  number),  and  fifty  men  were  wounded  and 
six  men  killed ;  among  the  latter,  Sergeant  T. 
A.  Johnson,  color-bearer,  one  of  the  bravest  of 
the  brave.  Lieutenanant-Colonel  McBwen,  Jr., 
however,  remained  with  his  command,  after  he 
was  wounded,  until  obliged  to  retire  from  ex- 
haustion. Lieutenan^Colonel  Tillman,  of  the 
Forty-first  Tennessee.  Gregg's  brigade,  rode  up 
to  me  at  this  time,  stating  uiat  the  enemy  was 
moving  down  the  road  to  my  left,  and  would 
soon  be  in  my  rear ;  doubting  the  report,  I  site- 
gested  that  our  lines  were  connected  on  our  len, 
and  that  a  flank  or  rear  movement  could  not, 
therefore,  be  made  by  the  enemy.  I,  however, 
found  that  but  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  bri- 
gade had  moved  up  with  my  line,  and  they  had 
retired.  Lieutenan^Colonel  Tillman  had  thus  lost 
sight  of  his  regiment,  and,  in  company  with  him 
and  LieutenantrColonel  Floyd,  I  started  to  ^ 
road  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  correctness  of 
this  report;  I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance 
when  Idiscovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  mov- 
ing by  the  flank  in  direction  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  which  rapidly  gained  its 
rear.  I  heard  distinctly  the  commander's  halt, 
front,  and  immediately  their  fire  was  ponrisg 
upon  our  flank  and  rear.  Here  a  general  stam- 
X>ede  ensued,  so  sudden  and  unexpected  was  the 
movement  We  fell  back  two  nundred  yards 
in  rear  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayettto  rosd 
and  re-formed.  In  this  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  the  Seventeenth  Tennesse  regiment  lost 
eleven  officers,  including  their  galbnt  Major 
Davis,  who  was  wounded,  and  about  sixty  i 


taken  prisoners.  The  brigade  built  tempoiwy 
breastworkp,  behind  which  it  r^nained  during 
the  night,  in  line  of  battle.  Our  skimnshfis, 
under  Major  McCarver,  were  directed  to  occupy 
the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  but  this 
could  not  be  done,  the  lines  on  my  right  and 
left  not  conforming  thereto ;  I,  however,  in- 
structed them  to  be  posted  within  fltfty^  yurds  of 
the  road. 
Sunday,  twentieth  September.  This  mormng 
line  connected  on  the  right  with  Mc^air*8 

Egg  being  in  the  next  line  in  our  rear),  and 
end  Hindman  on  the  left  Everett's  battery 
took  position  between  my  left  and  the  r^t  oi 
Law's.  Shortly  after  nine  a.  x.,  ^e  skirmiriiers, 
under  direction  of  Lieutenant^yolonel  Ready, 
fell  back  to  the  breastworks,  bringing  those  of 
the  enemy  after  them.    A  well-directed  fire  firam 
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the  Forty-fourtli  Tennessee  drove  the  enemy's 
skiniUBherB  back,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  in 
our  front.  My  Bkirmishers  were  sent  forward 
and  very  soon  they  became  again  engaged,  the 
enemy  using  his  artillery.  About  ten  a.  m..  a 
general  advance  was  ordered.  The  left  of  toe 
brigade  bad  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
before  it  became  engaged 'with  the  enemv,  the 
battle  having  commenced  some  three  hours 
9  earlier  on  the  right  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
recroBsed  the  doattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
when  it  engaged  the  enemy.  The  whole  line 
crossing  the  fence,  the  engagement  became 
generaL  Here  we  passed  a  house  and  garden, 
and  through  an  open  field  (it  was  here  that 
Iieutenant-C!olonel  Ready,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  was  wounded,  while  rushing  for- 
ward). On  entering*  the  house,  cribs,  &c.,  manv 
prisoners,  both  officers  and  men,  were  capturea, 
and  here  some  fine  swords  were  taken  from  the 
enemy.  Among  the  prisoners  was  the  Colonel 
of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  regiment.  The 
demy's  breastworks,  which  had  been  built  at 
intervals  along  his  line,  offered  but  a  poor 
assistance  to  the  enemy  to  resist  our  advance, 
which  was  not  only  vigorous  and  spirited,  but 
irresistible ;  we  foimd  he  had  a  second  line  of 
breastworks  about  eighty  yards  in  rear  of  the 
first,  made  of  logs  and  roclu,  behind  which  they 
scarcely  halted. 

Havine  driven  the  enemy  from  his  first  posi- 
tion, we  halted  and  re-formed  our  line  in  nront 
of  a  dense,  low,  pine  thicket  Pressing  forward, 
we  carried  this  position,  the  dead  of  tne  enemy 
showing  how  good  a  protection  ho  had  calcu- 
lated on.  We  passed  through  a  stubble  wheat 
field  to  a  ravine,  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  a 
long,  open  field,  the  upper  side  of  which  being  a 
bala  hDl,  or  high  ridge,  upon  which  the  enemy 
had  a  heavy  battery  of  nine  guns,  firing  upon 
the  advancing  line  on  our  right  Without  delay 
ihe  field  was  entered  and  charged  across,  and 
the  ridge,  or  bald  hill,  was  gained,  the  troops  on 
our  right  having  flanked  and  silenced  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  was  captured.  Everett's 
battery  was  immediately  brought  up,  together 
with  Dent's,  which  were  opened  upon  the 
enemy's  retreating  wagon  train,  moving  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring  road.  I  sent 
forward  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hollow 
beneath,  where  was  found  the  enemy's  telegraph 
running  up  the  Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring 
road,  several  hundred  yards  to  our  right.  This 
tel^raph  was  cut  down,  and  several  prisoners 
ci^tured ;  among  the  prisoners  a  staff  officer  of 
Mtyor-Greneral  Vancleve,  and  one  of  Qeneral 
Rosecrans'  escort,  with  their  horses  and  equip- 
ments. The  effect  of  our  batteries  was  fine,  the 
enemy  rapidly  retreating.  A  mountjpd  officer 
was  dispatohed  to  the  troops  on  our  left,  who 
had  not  kept  pace  with  us,  with  a  flag,  to  show 
and  direct  them  to  our  position;  they  had 
already  opened  one  of  their  batteries  upon  our 
position,  hewing  taken  m  for  ihe  enemy;  their 
oatteiT  was  playing  on  us  from  the  second  hill 
on  our  left    Having  received  orders  to  move  to 


the  hollow  beneath,  we  here  changed  direction 
to  the  right,  which  threw  the  line  almost  per- 
pendicular to  the  former ;  this  done,  I  marcned 
forward,  entering  a  com  field.  Here  we  began 
to  see  the  fruits  of  our  rapid  and  continuous 
movemente.  Three  twelve-pounder  brass  field 
pieces  and  three  caissons  were  here  captured, 
and  nine  four-horse  wagons,  one  of  which,  with 
four  mules  attached,  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  rear;  three  of  these  wagons  were  laden 
with  ordnance,  the  others  with  commissary  and 
quartermasters*  stores*  Some  of  the  wagons 
were  capsized,  so  utter  was  their  confusion.  I 
immediately  found  that  mv  left  flank  was 
exposed,  and  sent  forward  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  cover  both  my  left  flank  and  front 
and  advanced  the  brigade  to  the  hill-side,  and 
there  halted.  I  also  sent  forward  a  party  to 
reconnoitre  the  front  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  who,  after  an  absence  of  an  hour, 
reported  the  enemy  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
distant  and  advancing.  In  the  meantime,  I  had 
learned  of  the  enemy  naving  skirmishers,  or  that 
occasional  shote  were  fired  from  the  hill  on  my 
left,  running  ahnost  at  right  angles  with  the  one 
on  which  I  was  then  resting.  I  sent  immediatelv 
a  company  of  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  bill 
— a  few  prisoners  were  brought  in.  In  the  cor- 
ner of  the  field,  below  mv  present  position,  was 
ViUette's  house,  where  the  enemy  had  practised 
many  outrages ;  ihe  ladies  were  found  lying  un- 
der the  floor  of  the  house,  and,  when  they  saw 
the  enemy  retreating  and  our  line  advancing, 
they  broke  from  their  concealment,  shouting  and 
clapping  their  hands  for  joy.  A  delay  of  an  hour 
occurred  whilst  waiting  the  movement  of  some 
troops  to  our  left,  under  orders  from  General  B. 
R.  Johnson.  Durine  this  time,  however,  a  por- 
tion of  Dent's  ana  Everett's  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and 
we  replenished  our  cartridge-boxes  from  the 
enemjrs  three  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance, 
which  had  been  captured  here. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  advanced 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  we  were  again  upon 
the  enemy,  who  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
Our  batteries  and  small  arms  here  were  engaging 
the  enemy  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  our  line 
fell  back  some  fifteen  paces  under  cover  of  the 
hill,  Gregg's  command,  on  my  right,  giving  back 
at  the  same  time — this,  no  doubt,  having  started 
the  backward  movement  Just  at  this  time  the 
two  brigades  (Day's  and  one  other)  were  march- 
ing in  Bne  of  battle  by  the  Villette  house,  to 
connect  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  they  changing 
direction  to  the  right  for  this  purpose.  A  gen- 
eral advance  was  ordered,  and  our  batteries 
opened  simultaneously.  The  firing  was  heavy, 
and  the  enemy's  massive  columns  were  hurled 
against  our  wearied  heroes.  Again  our  line  fell 
back.  Two  brigades  now  came  up  in  our  rear ; 
one  of  these  brigades  moved  in  advance  of  us, 
and,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  fell  back  behind 
us  again.  My  line  was  a^ain  ordered  forward, 
the  enemv  being  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bat- 
teries ana  but  one  piece  firing.  Here  commenced 
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a  most  desperate  struggle  for  the  possession  of 
this  ground — Missionary  Ridge.  The  battle 
raged  furiously,  and  the  tide  of  success  wavered 
in  the  balances;  charge  after  charge  was  re- 
pulsed, only  to  rally  and  charge  again.  Again 
our  line  fell  back,  and  the  untiring,  indomitable 
and  determined  officers  rallied  aj?ain  their  fast 
thinning  ranks,  and  again  moved  K>rward.  Here 
officers  and  men  behaved  most  gallantly;  ap- 
peals to  love  of  home  and  wounded  comrades, 
and  the  peril  of  the  moment,  were  made,  and 
never  did  men  rush  forward  more  eager,  darine, 
desperate  and  defiantly.  The  enemy's  treble 
lines  now  began  to  show  that  our  fire  was  terri- 
bly eflFective  upon  them.  Our  cartridge-boxes 
had  been  replenished  as  required,  and  still  we 
were  nearly  out  Again  more  ammunition  was 
supplied,  and  the  conflict  continued  hot  and 
heavy.  The  enemy  was  now  slowly  giving 
back,  hard  pressed  oy  our  now  shattered  rem- 
nants. Another  charge,  with  the  yeUs  of  the 
men  and  cheers  of  the  officers,  and  forward  we 
pressed,  only  to  discover  the  victory  was  ours, 
and  the  enemy  in  full  retreat.  This  series  of  en- 
gagements lasted  four  long  hours,  during  which 
Johnson's  brigade  won  many  laurels  and  an  imper- 
ishable name.  At  this  moment,  another  brigade 
came  up,  and  v^as  loudly  cheered  forward,  but  the 
ene|;py  made  no  resistance.  Our  ammunition 
being  (with  but  few  exceptions)  exhausted,  the 
brigade  halted  and  re-formed,  moved  forward, 
about-faced,  marched  back  some  distance  and 
formed  on  Manigault's  line.  Here  we  sent  for- 
ward pickets  to  cover  our  front,  and  several 
prisoners  were  brought  in.  The  men  rested  on 
their  arms  during  the  night,  having  on  this  day 
won  a  victory — one  of  me  most  glorious  of  the 
war.  In  this  engagement  Everetrs  battery  fired 
very  effectively,  being  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  This  evening  he  had  one  sergeant  and 
♦wo  men  wounded,  and  five  horses  snot  down 
by  the  enemy  during  the  engagement  This 
morning,  whilst  firing  on  the  enemy's  wagon 
train,  he  dismoimted  one  piece  of  the  enemy's 
artillery.  He  fired  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  rounds  during  the  four  days*  fight  I  com- 
mend the  officers  of  this  battery  to  favorable 
consideration  for  their  fidelity  and  good  conduct 
whilst  under  fire. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Dent,  commanding  Robinson's  battery, 
whose  fire  upon  the  enemy  was  incessant  and 
effective.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  most 
coolly  and  gallantly  during  the  day. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  attesting  to  the  gallant 
and  efficient  conduct  of  the  following  officers : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McEwen,  Jr.,  commanding 
the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden,  commanding  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment. 

Colonel  Keeble,  commanding  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment 

LieutenanMyolonel  Ready,  of  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Major  Lowe,  Tennessee  regiment, 

wounded. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  commanding  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment 

Major  Davis,  of  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, wounded  and  captured. 

Adjutants  Cross,  Gwynn,  and  Fitzpatrick,  and 
Lieutenant  Gregg,  who  came  into  actTon  on  Sim- 
day  morning.  Also,  Captain  Terry,  who  afler 
he  was  wounded  on  Saturday  evening,  rendered 
me  valuable  service  on  Sunday.  Mention  may 
also  be  made  of  the  following :  Private  (Ex- 
Captain)  Ridley,  of  the  Twenty-Third  Tennes- 
see, who  went  into  the  action  and  fought  man- 
fully with  a  gun,  setting  a  good  example  tu  alL 
Lieutenant  Vernon,  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
bore  himself. 

On  entering  the  action  this  command  nnm- 
bered  as  follows,  viz. : 


GoioLuiDa 


Forty  fourth  TennoBsee.. 
Twenty-flfUi  Tennessee.., 
Twenty -third  Tennessee.. 
Seventeenth  Tennessee. . , 
Battery 


OmCBBB. 


38 
26 
88 
27 


Msx. 


360 
120 
1&3 


2M 
14S 
181 
24» 


The  number  of  the  different  regiments  of  this 
command  was  thus  small,  the  barefooted  men 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear  by  order  £rom  the 
division  commander,  as  follows : 

Forty-fourth  Tennessee,  fifty-six  men ;  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee,  twenty-three  men ;  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  twenty-six  men;  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee, one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and  two 
officers.  Aggregate,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

My  loss  was  as  follows : 


Oomuun)., 

WOUKIXBK 

Mbsokl 

Forty-fourth  Tennnesaee.. 
Seventeenth  Tennessee . . . 
Twenty-third  Tcnneasee.. 
Twenty-ftflh  Tennessee. . . 
Battery 

10 

*8 
10 

88 

81 

77 

4ft 

8 

15 

89 

u 
1 

Tbtal 

28 

274 

OS 

Aggregate.... 400. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  there 
was  no  straggling,  either  by  officers  or  moL  I 
have  also  great  satisfaction  in  noticing  tiie  med- 
ical appointments  of  this  brigade,  for  prompt- 
ness and  efficiency.  The  care  and  treatmtfit 
of  the  wounded  by  Dr.  Jackson,  of  tiie  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee,  acting  Brigade  Surgeon ;  Dr. 
Plummer,  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennessee;  Dr, 
Harris  and  Dr.  Jones,  of  tiie  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee; and  Drs.  Fryar  and  Jackson,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee.  Also,  I  return  my 
thanks  to  Dr.  John  Gkinnawav,  who  volunteered 
his  services  and  rendered  himself  useful  in  a 
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gh  degree.    I  think  I  may  say  that  the  wouud- 

lof  ^is  brigade  received  attention  second  to 
no  oiker  brigade  in  the  army  conmianded  by 
General  Bragg. 

I  have  to  report  the  followi^  capture  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores :  Tmee  hundred  En- 
field rifles  (in  train) ;  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred Enfield  rifles,  different  calibres,  stacked  on 
field  ;  total,  two  thousand  five  hundred.  Sixty- 
nine  thousand  Enfield  cartridges,  calibre  five 
hundred  and  seventy-eeven  Jin  train) ;  thirty-five 
thousand  Enfield  cartridges  issued  from  enemy's 
wagons ;  fifty  thousand  piled  with  small  arms ; 
total,  one  hundred  and  finy-four  thousand. 

Of  the  wagons  captured  this  day,  nine  (four- 
horse)  were  secured  by  this  brigade ;  one,  with 
team,  for  ordnance  train.  Also,  three  wagon 
loads  of  accoutrements. 

Lieutenant  Lake,  in  charge  of  the  division  ord- 
nance train,  has  niade  the  foregoing  report  to 
me.  The  pro  rata  of  this  capture  is  due  to 
Johnson's  brigade,  viz. :  One  nundred  Enfield 
rifles,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  guns,  dif- 
ferent calibre,  stacked  on  the  field ;  total,  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three.  Twenty-three  thou- 
sand Enfield  cartridges ;  eleven .  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  issued  from  the  enemy's 
wagons;  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  piled  with  small  arms;  total, fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
One  wagon  load  of  accoutrements  I  have  also 
to  emunerate.  Three  brass  twelve-pounder  can- 
non ;  three  caissons  for  cannon,  captured  on  the 
field  on  Sunday  evening  by  this  brigade  as  men- 
tioned in  this  report,  one  of  which  was  hauled 
to  the  rear  by  Lieutenant  Everett,  commanding 
my  battery,  "  attached."  I  would  abo  state  that 
one  of  the  above  g^uns  was  manned  by  men 
(artillerists)  from  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments,  and  used,  under 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Dent,  with  good  effect 
on  the  enemy  during  the  four  hours  contest  on 
Sunday  evening.  I  have  also  to  mention  Ord- 
nance-Sergeant J.  F.  Baxter,  wounded  on  the 
field.  This  man  is  an  untiring  officer  and  faim- 
fcd  to  his  trust 

The  provost  guard,  under  Lieutenants  Ewing 
and  Orr,  rendered  invaluable  service.  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Private  Turner 
Goodall,  of  the  provost  guard,  who,  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight  on  Sunday  evening,  seeing  the 
men  all  so  gallantly  at  work  and  hard  pressed, 
came  up  with  his  gun  and  fought  manfully 
through  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  by  words 
of  encouragement  to  his  fellow-soldiers  and 
example,  did  his  whole  duty  as  a  soldier  and 
provost  guard. 

The  capture  of  prisoners  by  this  brigade  in 
the  two  days'  fight  exceeds  six 'hundred  men 
and  officers  sent  to  the  rear.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Lieutenant  Ewing,  of  the  provost  guard, 
from  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  who. 
finding  that  the  officers  of  his  company  had  dl 
been  placed  hors  de  combat^  askea  permission 
and  returned  to  take  command  of  his  company 
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on  Sunday  morning.    He  is  a  worthy  and  prom- 
ising officer. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  articles  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  and  secur^  by  Dr.  John 
W.  Templeton  for  the  use  of  tiie  brigade  :  one 
two-horse  spring  ambulance,  seventy  dozen  ban- 
dages, two  pounds  opium,  and  other  medicines, 
one  dozen  sets  splints.  Dr.  Templeton  is  the 
Hospital-Steward  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
regiment 

RespectfuUy  submitted, 

John  S.  Fulton, 

OoloiMl,  omnmaadlDg  Johnaoo'i  Brtgadt . 
REPORT  OF  OOL  IX  C  GOVAK,  OOMIIANDINO  BRIOAOK 

HlADQCAinn  IJDDBi.'B  BUOAOB,  ) 

MnBOKijrT  Rnm,  Ootobtr  0, 1868./ 

CapUxin  O,  A.  WilHams,  AsaiskaU  Acfjukmt- 

Verier al: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  of  Ghickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  about  tw^o 
o'clock  p.  M.,  I,  with  General  WalthalFs  brigade, 
formine  a  reserve  division,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  in  Walker's  corps^  arrived  in  front 
of  Alexander's  Bridge,  on  West  Ghickamauga 
Creek.  I  was  orderea  to  move  forward,  sup- 
porting General  Walthall's  brigade  in  an  attack 
to  gain  possession  of  the  bridge,  then  held  bv 
the  enemy.  Walthall's  brigade,  moving  forward, 
soon  engaged  the  enemv,  who  occupied  a  dense 
thicket  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  near  the 
bridge.  After  firing  several  volleys  he  hastily 
retreated,  leaving  us  m  possession  of  the  bridge, 
which  was,  however,  rendered  useless,  the 
planks  having  been  removed.  The  brigade  was 
not  actively  engaged,  excepting  the  skirmishers, 
who  were  ttirown  forward  on  General  Walthall's 
left  to  the  creek,  sustaining  a  loss  of  one  killed 
and  five  wounded.  Moving  down  the  creek 
one  and  a  half  miles,  I  crossed  at  Byron's  Ford, 
and  bivouacked  about  one  mile  from  the  ford. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I 
moved  in  a  south-westenjr  direction,  and  hdted 
in  a  position  nearly  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge. 
While  here,  awaiting  orders,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
around  to  turn  our  right  flank.  Wilson's  and 
Ector's  brigades  were  thready  engaged,  and 
were  being  heavily  pressed.  About  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
their  support  Walthall's  brigade,  being  on  my 
right,  formed  line  of  battle  facing  northward. 
Moving  forward  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  I 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  by  a  charge 
in  dnving  him  from  his  position,  capturing  his 
artillery  and  three  or  four  hundred  prisoners. 
Pursuing  this  advantage,  I  encountered  his  sec- 
ond line,  which  was  also  routed  after  a  hotly 
contested  fight,  again  leaving  his  artillery  in  our 

Eossession.    I  had  previously  been  cautioned 
y  General  Liddell  to  look  well  to  my  left  flank, 
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as  a  force  of  the  enemy  were  reported  advano 
ine  in  that  direction.  I  accordingly  instructed 
Colonel  Gillespie,  conunanding  the  left  regiment 
of  the  brigade,  to  protect  his  left  by  throwing 
skirmishers  well  on  his  flank,  and,  in  case  of 
bein^  attacked  from  that  direction,  to  change 
his  nront  so  as  to  meet  the  attack.  About  the 
time,  or  just  previous  to  engaging  the  third 
line,  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  moved  on 
my  left  flank.  The  left  regiment,  according 
to  my  instructions,  changedf  front  so  as  to 
meet  it,  while  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  engaged  him  in  front.  This  over- 
whelming force,  which  attacked  my  left  flank* 
and  had  gained  my  rear,  forced  me  to  retire ; 
which  movement  I  executed  by  the  flank, 
in  order  to  prevent  tl>e  capture  of  a  portion  of 
the  brigade,  and  reformea  mvline  m  rear  of 
General  Cheatham's  division,  then  moving  into 
position.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  we 
had  eneaged  the  whole  of  General  Thomas' 
fFedenJ)  corps.  The  two  lines  which  I  had 
driven  lww;k  in  confusion  were  composed  in  part 
of  the  Fifth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Twenty-first  raiments  regular  United  States 
army.  Four  hundred  men  and  some  officers  be- 
longing to  these  regiments  were  captured  and 
safely  sent  to  the  rear,  together  with  three  Par- 
rott  guns,  composing  a  part  of  Loomis'  battery, 
designated  as  Company  H,  Fifth  artillery,  Unitea 
States  army ;  which  were  sent  to  the  rear  under 
charge  of  three  men  belon^ng  to  the  First 
Louisiana  raiment,  and  delivered  to  Major 
Palmer,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Walker's  corps. 
One  piece,  a  James  rifle  gun,  captured  by  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regimento,  was 
carried  to  the  rear  by  hand  by  men  belonging 
to  that  regiment,  and  delivered  to  lieutenant 
Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  battery.  The 
other  pieces  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  (the  horses  attached  to  them  being  either 
killed  or  disabled),  we  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  when  we  retired.  This  engagement 
lasted  nearl  V  two  hours. 

In  the  fieht  many  gallant  officers  and  privates 
were  kiDed  and  wounded.  Amon^  the  first  was 
Colonel  L.  Featherston,  commanding  Fifth  and 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  regimente,  who  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  while  gaJkntly  leading  his  regi- 
men^ and  Lieutenant^lonel  Baucum,  command- 
ing Eighth  Arkansas  and  First  Louisiana  regi- 
ments, severely  wounded,  while  carrying  me 
colors  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Late^in  the 
evening  I  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right,  on 
the  prolongation  of  the  line  occupied  by  Gen- 
eral Cheatham,  facing  westward,  with  WaJthall's 
brigade  on  my  left  Moving  forward  I  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  no  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  in  my  front,  the  firing  indicatinghim 
to  be  in  the  immediate  front  of  General  Waltr 
hall  in  force.  My  left  regiment,  the  Sixth  and 
Seventh  Arkansas,  gave  way,  and  moved  about 
two  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  being,  as  they 
informed  me,  enfiladed  and  fired  into.  While  in 
this  position,  one  of  our  own  batteries  in  rear 
fired  over  my  lines  and  slightly  wounded  several 


of  mj  men.  The  fire  from  the  battery  continu- 
ing, I  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  and  by 
the  left  flank,  and  formed  on  Walthall's  right,  in 
which  position  we  remained  during  the  night 
I  was  informed  by  several  officers  th^  there 
was  a  battery  inmiediately  in  front  of  the  last 
position  occupied,  which  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned, and  which  I  might  have  had  conveyed  to 
the  rear  if  I  had  ascertained  the  fact  sooner. 

On  the  momine  of  the  twentieth,  about  nine 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the 
extreme  right,  supporting  Major-General  Breck- 
inridge's division.  About  noon  I  was  ordered 
to  advance,  making  a  slight  change  of  direction 
to  the  left  While  executing  this  movement,  I 
was  ordered  by  one  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's 
staff  officers  to  the  assistance  of  Gist's  brigade, 
which  was  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy.  The 
officer  could  onlv  give  me  general  direction  as 
to  where  Genenu  Gist's  brigade  was  engaged. 
Encountering  no  enemy  in  my  front,  I  com- 
menced changing  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  opened  fire  upon  me 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods  immediately  (m  my 
left  flank.  This  movement,  difficult  at  aJl  times, 
was  executed  across  an  open  field,  in  an  enK)6ed 
position  and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
The  brigade  pressed  gallantly  forward,  and  soc- 
ceeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position 
in  the  woods,  ^ntinuing  this  circular  move- 
ment to  the  left,  the  left  regiment  pressed  up  to 
an  angle  of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  while  the 
right  continued  to  press  the  enemy  across  an 
open  field,  until  I  had  reached  a  position  form- 
ing an  acute  angle  with  our  original  direction, 
and  almost  immediately  in  rear  of  a  line  of  the 
enemy's  strongest  breastworks. 

Gist's  brigade,  which  I  had  not  succeeded  in 
finding,  had  fallen  back  about  the  time  I  had 
eneaged  the  enemy.  I  was  thus  completely 
isolated  from  our  line.  I  would  here  state  that 
Walthall's  brigade  had  previously  been  sent  to 
another  part  of  the  field. 

The  enemy,  being  massed  in  heavy  force  be- 
hind his  breastworks,  and  perceiving  the  inter- 
val between  my  left  and  the  right  of  our  lines, 
made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  my  left,  and 
succeeded,  by  enfilading  and  overl^>ping  it,  in 
breaking  it,  and  thus,  while  the  right  was  driv- 
ing the  enemy,  it  was  in  danger  of  being  cap- 
tured. This  was  only  obviated  bv  the  greatest 
efforte  on  the  part  of  tiie  regimental  commanders, 
who,  after  they  had  succeeded  in  haltine  their 
commands,  moved  by  the  right  flank,  and,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  succeeded  in  rejoining  the 
command.  I  immediately  re-formed  the  line  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  front  line,  on  the 
left  of  G^ene^al  Wal±all  s  brigade. 

About  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  orders  were  received 
to  advance.  There  was  a  considerable  interval 
between  me  and  Jackson's  brigade,  next  on  my 
left,  which  fact  was  represented  to  General  Lid- 
dell,  and  by  him  communicated  to  Genera] 
Walker.  The  movement  commenced,  I,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders,  conforming  my  movements  to 
those  of  General  Walthall's  brigade,  next  on  my 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


467 


right,  I  passed  on,  moving  square  to  the  front, 
two  regiments  passing  throngh  an  open  field, 
through  which  I  had  executed  the  change  of 
direction  to  the  left  in  the  engagement  last 
mentioned.  The  skirmishers  in  iny  front  devel- 
oped no  enemy. 

But  before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  and 
Lafayette  road,  Captain  Strin^ellow,  First  Loui- 
isiana,  in  command  of  the  skirmishers,  reported 
to  me  that  he  saw  two  of  ttie  enemv's  batteries 
in  position,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  jrards 
from  my  left  flank,  on  either  side  of  the 
above  mentioned  road,  supported  by  a  long 
line  of  infantry.  Jackson's  brigade,  which 
was  some  distance  to  my  left  and  rear,  having 
engaged  the  enemy  in  his  front,  had  halted, 
thus  leaving  my  left  entirely  unprotected. 
Upon  exsonination  I  found  the  report  of  Cap- 
tam  Stringfellow  to  be  correct,  discovering 
Ae  enemy  to  be  in  position  as  he  represented. 
It  was  impossible,  from  the  disposition  of 
the  enemy's  force,  for  me  to  exfricate  my- 
setf-by  changing  my  front  Reaching  a  position 
just  acroBss  tne  road,  and  on  a  line  with 
General  Walthall's  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire 
from  the  two  batteries  on  my  left,  and  also  with 
small  arms  ;  while  two  batteries,  afterwards  as- 
certained to  be  on  Gkneral  Walthall's  right, 
opened  almost  at  the  same  time.  Under  this 
heavy  and  galling  fire,  no  other  alternative  was 
left  but  to  withdraw  the  brigade  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  save  it  from  annihilation  or  capture. 
The  brigade  retreated  in  considerable  confusion, 
but  was  promptiy  rallied,  and  re-formed  some 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear. 

Shortly  afterwards,  I  again  advanced  to  a  po- 
sition near  the  house  of  McDonald,  on  the  Clwt- 
tanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  and  some  distance 
to  the  right  of  the  position  from  which  I  had 
just  been  driven.  Just  about  this  time  the  ene- 
my's Kne  gave  way  in  every  quarter,  and  the 
battle  was  ended. 

The  loss  in  officers  and  privates  was  very 
heavy,  being  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  number 
carried  into  the  fight,  a  report  of  which  is  here- 
with forwarded. 

For  instances  of  individual  bravery  and  skill 
among  company  officers-and  privates,  I  refer  you 
to  reports  of  regimental  commanders.  Among 
the  neld  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonels  John  L. 
MiHTay  and  R.  F.  Harvey,  the  former  command- 
ing the  Fifth  and  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments, 
^e  latter  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  ^kansas 
regiments,  were  particularly  distinguished  for 
iheir  gallantry  during  the  engagements ;  and  by 
their  coolness  and  skill,  on  two  occasions,  saved 
their  rerimenta  from  capture.  I  strongly  recom- 
mend the  first  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray)  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President  as 
one  particularly  distinguished  for  his  skiU  and 
gallsntry  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  To 
lieutenant^lonel  Harvey,  then  commanding 
the  Second  and  Fifteenth  renments,  an  equsu 
meed  of  praise  is  due,  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
advice,  wis  gallant  officer  died  on  the  8(9tii  in- 


stant of  disease  contracted  by  over-exertions  on 
the  field,  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Captain  Fletcher,  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  regiment,  I  am  indebted  for  saving 
one  piece  of  Swett's  battery,  which  had  several 
horses  disabled,  and,  but  for  his  timely  efibrts, 
would  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He 
seized  the  colors  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  regiments  and  rallied  enough  men  to 
drive  back  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  gun. 

Lieutenant  Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  bat- 
tery, handled  it  with  distinguished  skill  and  gal- 
lantry, and  most  effectively,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  G. 
Warfield,  Assistant  A^'utant  and  Inspector- 
Qeneral;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Laurie,  Assistant 
AdjutantOeneral,  and  Lieutenant  G.  T.  Snow- 
den,  Aid-de-Camp,  rendered  me  efficient  aid,  and 
were  always  at  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  bri- 
gade which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  and 
with  which  I  had  been  associated  in  all  the  hard- 
contested  batties  in  the  West,  from  Shiloh  to 
this  last  memorable  one,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  they  never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  in 
their  front,  and  advanced  each  time  with  a  single 
line,  unsupported,  and  with  one  or  the  other  of 
my  flanks  unprotected,  and  that  on  no  former 
occasion  was  their  courage  and  endurance  more 
severely  tested,  nor  in  any  previous  battie  did 
thev  ever  exhibit  more  determined  bravery  and 
galmntry. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

*D.  C.  GOVAN, 
Oolonel,  oommanding  Brigade. 

BEPOBT  OF  COL  K  Q.  HILLS,  OOMMANDING  BRIQADE. 

HKAOQrjucnss  Dibblb's  Briqadb,     \ 
MaeioiiAST  Ridoi,  October  6,  1868.  J 

Captain  J,  A,  Buck,  A,  A,  Qeneral,  Cleb%eme*8 

jDivision : 

Captain:  Li  compliance  with  orders  from 
general  headquarters,  I  herewith  submit  my 
report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  tiie  bat- 
tie  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  : 

This  brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Wilkes' 
Texas  regiment,  Colonel  MiUs'  Texas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchinson's  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  Captain  Douglas'  Texas  battery,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  James  Deshler, 
moved  about  three  o*clock  p.  m.,  on  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth  ultimo,  from  a  point  near  the 
junction  of  the  Lafayette  and  McLemore's  Val- 
ley roads,  towards  our  extreme  right,  and  in 
rear  and  parallel  with  our  line  of  battie.  About 
half-past  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  we  crossed  a  branch 
of  the  Chickamauga  and  moved  directly  and 
hastily  forward  to  the  extreme  right,  where  the 
battie  seemed  raging  with  great  fierceness. 
After  passing,  for  some  time,  through  swarms 
of  stragglers,  prisoners,  and  wounded,  we  ar- 
rived on  the  hne,  and  were  formed,  facing  our 
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right  flank,  and  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
and  proceeded  some  two  hmidred  yards,  when 
the  brigade  was  halted  and  ordered  to  lie  down, 
lu  a  few  minutes  we  rose  np  and  advanced  to 
the  front,  and  occupied  some  time  in  getting 
our  position. 

It  was  now  getting  dark,  but  the  firing  was 
still  heavy  and  constant  between  the  enemy  and 
some  brigade  opposite  our  extreme  right  and 
perpendicular  to  our  line.  We  were  not  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  his  right  flank,  where 
he  had  a  batte^of  artillery  firing  at  the  troops 
on  our  right  We  remained  here  some  minutes. 
Brigadier-€reneral  Deshler  did  not  know  but 
that  the  battery  was  our  own,  and  declined  to 
advance  on  it  in  the  dark ;  it  being  then  impos- 
sible to  distinj^uish  friend  from  foe.  The  con- 
test in  front  of  our  right  was  soon  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Confederates.  The  enemy  was 
beaten  back,  and  there  was  a  temporary  lull  on 
the  field.  The  skirmishers  from  Colonel  Wilkes' 
regiment,  in  moving  forward  in  the  dark,  came 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  on  the  enemy's  line 
and  were  captured.  He,  in  attempting  to  re- 
treat from  the  brigade  in  his  front,  as  unexpect- 
edly came  upon  Colonel  Wilkes*  regunent  on  his 
flank,  where  he  was  greeted  with  a  volley  that 
killed  and  'wounded  several  and  caused  them  to 
propose  a  surrender,  when  about  one  hundred 
prisoners,  including  several  officers,  were  taken, 
together  with  two  stand  of  colors  from  the 
Seventy-seventii  Illinois  and  the  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania,  by  Colonel  Wilkes*  regiment, 
against  which  the  main  force  came.  Some 
dozen  or  more  were  taken,  each,  by  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson. In  this  aflEair  Colonel  Wilkes  also  recap- 
tured his  skirmishers.  This,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  occasional  firing  by  our  skirmishers, 
terminated  the  fighting  for  the  night  We 
moved  back  several  hundred  yards  and  formed 
line  of  battle,  and  lay  down  to  rest  till  morn- 
ing. In  the  night  our  line  was  again  re-formed, 
throwing  forward  our  left  wing. 

About  half-past  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth,  we  moved  off  a  short  distance 
by  the  left  flank,  and  then  advanced  to  the  front, 
laasing  through  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Iheatbam's  division.  Having  gained  an  open 
ground  several  hundred  yards  m  our  front,  the 
enemy  began,  from  one  or  two  long-range  guns, 
to  shell  our  line,  and,  as  we  approached  nearer, 
gave  lus  several  shots  of  canister,  killing  and 
wounding  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  We 
finally  arrived,  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
groimd  we  were  ordered  to  occupy.  We  found 
it  being  hastily  abandoned  by  the  troops  who 
were  occupying  it  before  we  came.  We  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  hiU,  some  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  barricades 
and  breastworks,  when  he  opened  a  destructive 
fire  upon  us.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and 
commence  firing.  We  now  began  the  eng^e- 
ment  in  earnest,  but  at  nreat  di^vantage.  'nie 
enemy  was  behind  his  defences,  and  we  without 
cover ;  he  bad  two  batteries  of  artillery,  we 


CI 


had  none,  our  own  battery  not  being  able  to  get 
a  position  to  give  us  aid.  Captain  Sempfe's 
splendid  battery  was  on  the  hill  with  us,  and  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  when  we  moved 
up  and  occupied  the  hiU.  It  fired  a  few  shots, 
and  was  moved  to  some  other  portion  of  the 
field.  The  enemy  poured  on  our  heads,  from 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  naif-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  a 
constant  and  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry, which  we  returned  with  our  rifles,  witii 
the  same  constancy  and  stubbomess. 

About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  our  supply  of  am- 
munition began  to  give  out,  and  I  sent  a  courier 
to  Brigadier-Gkneral  Deshler  to  inform  him  of 
the  fact  and  to  ask  where  we  could  get  more. 
A  few  minutes  after,  I  saw  him  coming  towards 
my  right,  some  fortv  paces  from  me,  when  he 
was  struck  by  a  shell  m  the  chest  and  his  heart 
literally  torn  from  his  bosom.  I  may  pause  here 
to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our 
fallen  chief.  He  was  brave,  eenerous,  and  kind, 
even  to  a  fault  Ever  watduul  and  careful  for 
the  safety  of  any  member  of  his  command,  he 
was  ever  readv  to  peril  his  own.  Refusing  to 
permit  a  staff  officer  to  endanger  his  life  in 
going  to  examine  the  cartridge-boxes  to  see 
what  amount  of  ammunition  ms  men  had,  he 
cheerfully  started  himself  to  brave  the  temp^t 
of  death  that  raged  on  the  crest  of  the  nilL 
He  had  gone  but  littie  way  when  he  fell — fefl 
as  he  would  wish  to  fall — in  the  very  centre  of 
his  brigade,  in  the  midst  of  the  line,  between 
the  ranks,  and  surrounded  by  the  bodies  of  his 
fallen  comrades.  He  poured  out  his  blood  upon 
the  spot  watered  by  the  best  blood  of  his  nri- 
gade.  Among  the  host  of  brave  hearts  that 
were  offered  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  for  their 
country  on  that  beautiful  Sabbath,  tiiere  p^- 
ished  not  one  nobler,  braver,  or  better  than  nis. 
He  lived  beloved,  and  fell  lamented  and  mourned 
by  every  officer  and  man  of  his  conmiand.  He 
sleeps  on  the  spot  where  he  fell ;  on  the  field  of 
his  coimtry's  victory  and  glory,  surrounded  by 
the  bodies  of  those  who  stood  around  him  in 
life,  and  lie  around  him  in  death.  A  messenger 
from  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment  informed  me  of 
the  fact  soon  after  G^eneral  Deshler  fell,  also 
that  Colonel  Wilkes  was  wounded  and  not  with 
the  regiment' 

Just  at  this  critical  juncture  our  ammuiiiti<m 
was  exhausted,  and  no  one  knew  where  to  cet 
more.  I  assumed  command,  and,  6i^>poBing  oat 
the  enemy  would  advance  as  soon  as  the  nring 
ceased,  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  tiie  cart- 
ridge-boxes of'  the  wounded  and  dead  to  be 
gawered,  and  one  round  from  them  to  be  ^ven 
to  each  man  to  load  his  gun  with,  and  hold  his 
fire  in  reserve  to  repel  an  assault  While  this 
order  was  being  executed,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson,  who  was  on  the  left  of  my  regiment, 
sent  Lieutenant  Graham  to  inform  me  tEtat  the 
four  left  companies  had  not  been  firing.  Beine 
at  too  gceat  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  he  had 
the  good  sense  to  prevent  them  from  wasting 
their  ammunitiiHi  unnecessarily.  I  immedtataly 
ordered  those  four  companies  to  the  front  on  ^ 
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hiU,  where  the  fire  was  hottest,  and  ordered 
Lieutenajit-Colone]  Anderson  to  take  command 
of  them  and  hold  the  hill  at  every  hazard,  till 
I  could  get  anminnition  and  have  it  distrihuted. 
I  soon  proc\ired  the  ammunition,  and  refilled  my 
cartrid&;e-bozes.  At  this  time,  one  of  the  Major- 
Generaf  8  staff  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that 
I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  hill  on  which  the  bri- 
gade was  formed  ;  that  I  was  not  permitted  to 
advimce,  and  must  not  retire  if  it  were  possible 
to  hold  my  position.  I  therefore  moved  my 
command  at  once  some  twenty  or  thirty  paces 
to  the  rear  of  the  crest,  and  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  for  cover,  leaving  a  body  of  sharpshooters 
behind  trees  on  the  top  of  the  hill  to  keep  up  a 
fire  with  the  enemy.  The  enemy's  fire  soon 
slackened  down  to  a  contest  between  the  skir- 
mishers. At  the  same  time,  he  advanced  a  lihe 
of  skirmishers  toward  the  open  space  between 
my  command  and  Brigadier-General  Polk,  on  my 
right  I  soon  received  information  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coit,  then  commanding  Wilkes' 
regiment,  that  the  eneniy  was  moving  around 
my  ri^t  flank  in  force.  I  ordered  him  to  throw 
out  a  company  of  flankers  and  engage  them.  In 
less  than  twenty  minutes  I  was  informed  that 
our  skirmishers  were  retiring  before  the  enemv. 
I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson to  reinforce  the  skirmishers  with  one 
company  from  his  regiment,  which  was  promptly 
done.  Still  hearing  of  this  flank  movement,  I 
ordered  Captain  Kenard,  of  Lieutenan^Colonel 
Anderson's  regiment,  to  reinforce  the  other  two 
companies  with  his,  take  command  himself  of 
&ese  companies,  put  his  men  under  good  cover, 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  at  all  hazards.  He 
very  promptly  moved  with  his  company  to  the 
ground,  assumed  command  of  the  three  compa- 
nies, repulsed  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  held 
his  position  without  a  serious  struggle.  A  strag- 
gling fire  was  kept  up  between  me  enemy  and 
my  sharpshooters  till  late  in  the  evening,  when 
&e  advance  of  our  left  win^  caused  him  to  aban- 
don his  works  and  take  to  his  heels.  The  troops 
of  my  command,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved 
with  the  greatest  bravenr,  coolness,  and  self- 
possession  during  the  whole  engagement.  They 
advanced  with  a  steady  step,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry,  to  their  position, 
and  held  it  with  firmness  and  unwaverine  forti- 
tude throughout  the  fight.  Tezans  vied  with 
each  other  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the 
fame  won  by  their  brothers  on  other  fields,  and 
the  Httle  handful  of  Arkansas  troops  showed 
themselves  wor^y  to  have  their  names  enrolled 
among  the  noblest,  bravest,  and  best  of  their  State. 
It  iM  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  exhibit  higher 
evidences  of  courage,  patriotism,  and  pride  on 
any  other  field.  They  were  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  would  not  retire,  but,  as  brave  men 
and  gocKj  soldiers,  they  obeyed  the  orders  of 
their  General  ana  held  the  hill.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchin- 
son, and  Major  Taylor,  remained  coni^lantl^  on 
the  line,  handled  their  commands  with  ability, 


and  conducted  themselves  gallantly  through  the 
entire  action. 

I  most  respectfally  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders  for  particular  acts  of 
gallantry,  lists  of  casualties,  etc  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  however,  to  record  here  the  names  of 
Lieutenant  Matt,  Graham,  of  Company  C,  Tenth 
Texas  regiment,  and  private  William  McCimn,  of 
Company  A,  Fifteenth  Texas  re^ment,  as  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  for  their  conduct,  more 
than  ordinarily  gallant,  on  the  field.  Lieutenant 
Graham  several  times  volunteered,  and  insisted 
on  being  permitted,  to  carry  orders  and  messages 
up  and  down  the  line,  where  he  teas  constantly 
exposed  to  the  thickest  fire.  His  services  were 
highly  beneficial  to  LieutenantrColonel  Ander- 
son^  who  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of  highest 
praise.  Private  McCann  was  under  my  own 
eye.  He  stood  upright,  cheerful,  and  self-pos- 
sessed in  the  very  hail  of  deadly  missiles,  and 
cheered  up  his  comrades  around  him.  After  he 
had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  he  gathered 
up  the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  distributed  them  to  his  comrades.  He  bore 
himself  like  a  hero  through  the  entire  contest, 
and  fell  hiortally  wounded  by  the  last  volleys  of 
the  enemy.  I  promised  him  during  the  engage- 
ment that  I  would  mention  his  good  conduct, 
and,  as  he  was  borne  dying  from  the  field,  he 
turned  his  boyish  face  upon  me,  and,  with  a 
light  and  pleasant  smile,  reminded  me  of  my 
promise. 

The  First  Texas  battery,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain James  P.  Douglas,  belonging  to  Deshler*s 
brigade,  was  not  engaged  on  the  nineteenth. 
On  the  twentieth  it  followed  the  brigade  as  far 
as  the  open  field,  covered  thickly  with  felled 
timber,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  foDow  us 
further.  Captain  Douglas  moved  towards  our  left 
flank  and  came  into  another  field,  where  he  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  immediately 
opened  fire  on  -Douglas  from  two  of  his  batteries, 
killing  one  of  his  horses  and  knocking  down 
one  of  his  wheels.  He  extricated  himself  from 
this  position,  and,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Cleburne,  took  position  on  the  hill  with  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Wood  and  Polk,  in 
rear  of  my  line.  He  afterwards  moved  down 
on  the  right  to  where  Brigadier-General  Polk 
was  warmly  engaging  the  enemy,  disengaged 
his  horses  and  carried  his  nieces  by  hand  m  the 
very  face  of  the  foe.  He  nred  a  few  rounds  at 
sixty  or  eiehty  yards  distant  from  the  enemy, 
advancing  his  pieces  by  hand  with  the  line  of 
Brigadier-Genend  Polk's  brigade.  The  enemy 
were  soon  routed  and  fled  the  field.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Captain  Douglaa 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  battery,  for  their 
gallant  conduct.  They  were  not  engaged  for 
any  considerable  lenj^  of  time,  but  the  very 
short  quarters  at  which  Captain  Douglas  threw 
down  the  gauntlet  soon  decided  the  enemy  to 
yield  tlie  field  to  a  battery  that  could  charge  a 
brigade  of  infantry  behind  their  rifle-pits.  Cap- 
tains J.  L.  Heame  and  B.  F.  Blackbume,  and 
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Lieutenant  G.  B.  Jewell,  of  the  brigade  staff,  are 
entitled  to  my  thanks  for  promptly  reporting  to 
me  when  Brigadier-G^neiil  Deshler  fell,  and  for 
their  valuable  services  rendered  to  me  dxiring 
the  engagement 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  brigade,  includ- 
ing the  battery,  on  me  momine  of  the  nine- 
teenth, was  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
I  lost  in  the  fight  fifty-two  killed  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

4L  Q.  Mills, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  J.  H.  LEWIS,  C(»(UANDINO  BRIGADE. 

HRADQUAsnBs  Bsim'8  BRlOAia,         ) 
Bbpobb  Chatiakoooa,  September  80, 1803.  / 

Mqjor  James  Wilsouy  Assistant  Acfjutant-Oen- 

eral: 

Snt:  The  death  of  Brigadier-General  B.  H. 
Helm  makes  it  my  duty,  as  senior  Colonel  com- 
manding, to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  bri- 
gade in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth instant : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  eiehteenth  the  bri- 
gade took  position  on  the  ri^t  bank  of  West 
Uhickamauga,  near  Glass's  MiB,  except  the  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  regiment  deployed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  morning  the  nineteenth  the  command, 
with  Cobb^s  battery,  crossed  the  stream.  About 
nine  a.  m.,  a  shot  from  the  battery  into  a  house 
about  five  hundred  yards  off,  where  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  conceaJed,  excited  an  immedi- 
ate response  from  the  enemy  farther  to  the 
right,  foDowed  soon  after  by  a  spirited  artillery 
duel,  in  which  Slocum's  battery,  which  had,  in 
the  meantime,  crossed  over,  participated ;  result- 
ing in  silencing  the  enemy.  Soon,  however,  an- 
other battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  still  far- 
ther to  the  right  In  a  short  time,  orders  having 
been  issued  from  Major-General  Breckinridee  to 
that  effect,  the  whole  command  re-crossed  the 
stream  and  moved  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Fourteen  men  of  this  brigade  were  kuled  and 
wounded  on  this  occasion.  From  thence  we 
moved  towards  Chattanooga,  to  the  position  held 
by  and  relieving  Deas'  brigade.  About  two 
hours  after  nightfall  we  reached  a  point  one  half 
mile  beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bi- 
vouacked until  three  a.  m.,  twentieth  instant, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  our  position  in  line  of 
battle  one  mile  or  more  beyond  and  on  the  left 
of  the  division.  We  got  into  position  and  were 
ready  to  advance  by  about  half  past  five  a.  m. 
Soon  after  getting  into  position,  one  company  from 
each  regiment  was,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Wickliffe,  of  the  Nintii  Kentucky, 
deployed  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  ad- 
vance as  skirmishers.  Becoming  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment. 
Colonel  Nuckolls  commanding,  was  ordered  to 
their  support  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy, 
having  the  advantage  in  position,  showed  deter- 
mination and  kept  Up  a  rapid  fire,  wounding 
several  officers  and  men  before  the  advance  of 


the  brigade.  Amongst  others  severely  wounded 
was  Colonel  Nuckolls,  by  which  his  command 
was  thereafter  deprived  of  the  services  of  this 
gallant  and  meritorious  officer. 

Between  nine  and  ten  a.  m.,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced in  the  followii^  order,  viz. :  Vie  Six& 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  tne  Second  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant-Colonel  Hewitt  commanding, 
on  the  extreme  right  and  left  respectiTely. 
TheFoTirth  Kentucky,  Major  Thompson,  and 
Ninth  Kentucky,  Colonel  CaldweU  commanding, 
on  &e  right  and  left  centre  respectiTely,  azid 
the  Sorty-fixst  Alabama,  Colonel  StanseU  com- 
manding, in  the  centre. 

The  enemy's  fortifications  did  not  extend  the 
entire  length  of  the  brigade  front,  but  the  Sixth 
and  Fouru,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first,  in  advancing,  passed  to  the  right  and  clear 
of  Ihem,  consequently  fighting  the  foe  on  aome- 
thing  like  equal  terms.  This  portion  of  the 
command,  with  but  a  momentary  halt  and  no 
hesitation,  steadily  drove  the  enemr  back  to 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  when  I  discovered  a  battery  of  two  Napo- 
leon guns  fifty  yards  beyond  the  road.  Here  I 
also  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  what  the 
thicker  growth  of  timber  had  prevented  me  from 
observing  before,  that  the  left  of  Hie  brigade 
was  considerably  in  rear.  Neither  a  halt  nor  re- 
treat at  this  time  was,  in  my  judgment,  proper 
or  allowable.  So  the  command  was  given  to 
take  die  battery,  and  it  was  done.  Soon  after 
crossing  the  roaid.  Captain  McCawley,  of  Crcneral 
Helm's  staff,  informed  me  that  the  General  had 
been  mortallv  wounded,  near  the  position  occu- 
pied by  the  left  of  the  brigade. 

The  right  not  being  then  under  fire,  I  left  it  in 
command  of  Lieutenant^lonel  Cofer,  and  start- 
ed, on  Captain  McCawley's  horse,  to  where  the 
other  portion  of  &e  bri^ide  was.  I  encountered 
considerable  difficulty  in  re-uniting  the  brigade, 
on  account  of  the  distance  apart  and  the  want  uf 
staff  aid — having  no  one  with  me  but  Captain 
Hewitt,  and  not  him  immediately,  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  horse.  Although  not  personally 
cognizant  of  the  behavior  of  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade previous  to  assuming  command,  yet  I  am 
warranted  by  information  of  an  entirely  satis£ao- 
tory  kind  in  speaking  of  it  Justice  to  the 
living,  and  affectionate  memory  of  the  dead, 
make  it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  allude  to  their 
conduct  in  terms  of  praise. 

After  advancing  about  four  hundred  yarda, 
they  encountered  a  heavy  musketry  and  artillerjr 
fire  in  front,  and  also  an  enfilading  fire  from  tfa^ 
left,  which  the  failure  of  the  command  to  their 
left  to  advance  simultaneously  with  Breddii- 
rid^e's  division  enabled  the  enemy  to  pour  into 
their  ranks.  Besides,  I  am  satisfied  they  were 
subjected  to  a  fire  on  their  right  from  ttie  two 
pieces  subsequentiy  captured  by  the  right  of  the 
brigade.  Yet  three  several  times  this  devoted 
little  band  charged  the  enemy,  securely  fortified 
and  in  a^vorable  position.  Though  necessarily 
repulsed^  their  frightful  loss  shows  their  con- 
stancy and  braveiy.    Here  the  kind,  pure,  braT« 
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Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Helm  was  mortally 
woimded,  heroically  doin^  his  duty.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  James  W.  Hewitt,  in  advance  of  bis 
regiment,  and  showing  a  devotion  and  daring 
entitled  to  the  highest  oonmiendation,  was 
kiOed.  Colonel  Caldwell  was  severely  wounded, 
as  usual,  in  his  place,  doing  his  duty.  Robert 
C.  Anderson,  Color-Sergeant  Second  Kentucky, 
was  killed  upon  the  enemy's  works,  after  having 
pkmted  his  colors  thereon.  Here  fell  many  an- 
other officer  and  soldier,  life  images  of  Ken- 
tucky's old,  renowned,  and  valiant  soldiers — 
true  men.  The  blood  of  her  sons  also  attests 
Alabama's  chivahy  and  manhood. 

As  soon  88  I  ascertained  the  exact  position  of 
the  left,  I  caused  it  to  be  moved  by  the  right 
flank  to  the  right,  and  in  advance  of  where  it 
was  then,  tiH  the  right  of  the  brigade,  under 
command  of  lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer,  was  met 
—he  having  re-crossed  the  road-^when  I  formed 
tiie  brigade  in  line  of  battle  nearly  perpendicular 
to  ihe  road  and  to  the  enemy's  works.  About 
this  time  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
Qeneral  Hill,  through  one  of  his  sta£f,  not  to  ad- 
vance, but  to  await  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops, 
hi  a  short  time  Gist's  brigade  attacked  the  ene- 
my, passing  through  my  hues  for  that  purpose, 
but  was  drawn  back.  Ector's  brigade  then  ad- 
vanced, but  being  unable  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  his  works,  finally  fell  back,  leaving  this 
brigade  again  to  confront  the  enemy.  My  men, 
&ongh  at  this  time  nearly  exhausted  by  several 
hours'  hard  fighting,  and  suffering  greatiy  for 
want  of  water,  remained  firm,  no  one  leaving 
his  place.  After  the  repulse  of  the  other  two 
brigades,  I  was  ordered  to  retire  several  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  rear  to  rest  the  men,  which 
was  done  in  good  order  and  without  confusion. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  Walker's  division  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  a  portion  of  it  attack- 
ing the  same  point  the  left  of  this  brigade  did 
in  the  morning.  Being  with  my  command  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  rear  at  that  time,  and  out 
of  sight  of  the  combatants,  I  could  not  see  with 
what  result  the  attack  was  made,  though  a  short 
time  thereafter  Cheatham's  division  moved  to 
the  attack  over  the  same  ground — Bright's  bri- 
gade, of  that  division,  passing  through  the  lines^ 
of  this  brigade.  After  some  time  had  elapsod, 
and  it  ^pearing  from  the  firing  that  no  appre*- 
ciable  advantage  had  been  gained,  this  brigade 
was  moved  forward,  being  on  the  left  of  the  di- 
vision. In  advancing,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  centre  brigade  of  the  division  lapped  on 
mine,  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  obhque  to 
the  left  about  two  hundred  yards.  It  was  also 
necessary  to  advance  the  left  more  rapidly  than 
^  right  wing,  in  order  to  get  on  a  line  more 
parallel  with  ^e  enemy.  Both  these  difficult 
movements  were  executed  while  marching 
through  the  woods,  without  any  material  de- 
rangement of  the  line,  the  command  moving 
steadily  and  unfalteringly  forward. 

Upon  arriving  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fortifi- 
cations, the  brigade  rapidly  charged  upon  them, 
driving  them  from  their  stronghold  in  confusion 


towards  the  Chattanooga  ^road.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  across  an  open  field  till  the  road 
was  reached,  when,  it  being  dark,  I  judged  it 
prudent  to  halt,  which  met  me  i^proval  of  lieu- 
tenantGeneral  HilL  who,  close  after  us,  imme- 
diately came  up.  In  passing  through  the  forti- 
fications a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured 
and  sent  to  the  rear.  We  also  captured  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  road,  which  our  rapid 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  prevented  their  carrymg 
off— one  Napoleon  and  one  James  rifle.  The 
nature  of  me  groumd — ^wood-land — prevented 
Cobb's  battery  performing  the  important  part  in 
this  action  he  and  his  gauant  company  have  so 
often  done,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  do— though, 
in  the  afternoon,  one  section,  under  the  gallant 
and  faithful  Gracey,  was  placed  in  position  un- 
der General  Forrest  I  refer  you  to  Captain 
Cobb's  report  for  an  account  of  their  behavior 
on  that  occasion. 

I  am  jiot  enabled  to  state  the  exact  number 
engaged  in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth.  But  one  thousand  three  hundred  is 
the  approximate  number  of  officers  and  men,  in- 
cluding Cobb's  battery.  The  whole  number  of 
casualties  was  sixty-mree  killed  and  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  wounded. 

It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  designate,  by 
name,  &e  officers  and  men  who  so  gallantly 
fought  on  these  two  occasions,  for,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  all  did  their  duty.  But  to  do  so 
would  swell  this  report  to  an  inordinate  size. 
However,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  performance  of  it,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
different  reg^ents.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer. 
in  command  of  the  Sixth,  after  I  took  commana 
of  the  brigade ;  Major  Clark,  of  the  same  re^- 
ment;  Major  Thompson,  in  command  of  me 
Fourth,  after  Colonel  Nuckolls  was  wounded; 
Captain  Millett,  senior  Captain,  acting  field  offi- 
cer, of  the  same  regiment,  and  Major  Nash,  in 
command  of  the  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first  Alabama,  all  came  imder  my  observation. 
In  each  I  remarked  constancy,  gallantry,  and 
coolness.  In  the  afternoon.  Colonel  Stansell,  of 
the  Forty-first ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wickliffe,  in 
command  of  the  Ninth,  after  Colonel  Caldwell 
was  wounded,  and  Captain  Gillam,  acting  field 
officer,  of  the  same  regiment,  attracted  my  no- 
tice, and  but  confirmed  the  good  account  I  had 
of  them  in  the  morning.  Captain  Lee,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  though  too  unwell  to  endure 
the  fatigue  throughout  the  day,  acted  as  field 
officer  with  his  accustomed  bravery  in  the 
charges  made  by  the  left  in  the  morning. 

It  IS  the  highest  praise  I  can  possibly  bestow 
on  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  to  say  they  proved 
themselves,  in  nearly  every  case,  worthy  of  their 
conunands. 

Of  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Helm,  I  take 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  in  behalf  of,  and 
making  special  mention  of,  Captain  Fayette 
HewiU,  Assistant  Adjutant-(Jeneral.  As  soon 
as  he  was  enabled  to  do  so,  he  reported  to  me, 
and  throughout  the  entire  action,  after  the  death 
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of  General  Hehu,  as  well  as  previoiiB  thereto,  as 
I  learn,  he  displayed  cookiess,  gallantry,  and 
judgment 

Captain  G.  W.  McCawley,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General,  promptly  reported  to  me  the  wounding 
of  (General  Helm,  as  before  stated,  at  which 
time  I  got  from  him  his  horse,  not  having  my 
own  with  me,  when  he  returned  to  where  Gen- 
eral Helm  was  wounded,  and  remained  with  him. 
I  am  reliably  informed  that  previous  thereto  he 
was  in  his  placQ  on  the  left,  and  ^ted  bravely 
and  efficiently. 

Captain  Helm,  acting  Commissary  Subsistence, 
though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  went  on  the  field 
and  did  his  duly. 

Leonard  W.  Herr,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieuten- 
ant John  Pirtle,  acting  Aid-de-Camp,  reported  to 
me  as  sodn  as  the  necessary  attention  to  their 
wounded  General  allowed^  and  thereafter  acted 
gallantly  and  &ithfully. 

I  inclose  the  several  reports  of  regimental 
and  the  battery  commanders,  together  with  a 
list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  v^  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JosEFH  H.  Lewis, 
Gblonel,  oommanding  Helm's  Brigade. 

BkPOBT  OF  OOL.  R.  L.  GIBSON,  OOMMAMIHNG  BRIGAD& 

HSAOqUABTKSS  AlUXB*  Brioads,  \ 
September  26,  1868.        / 

Major  James  Wilson,  Assistant  AdjxOantrOenr 

eral,  Breckinridae's  Division : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Leon  Von  Zeniken;  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Colonel  D.  Gober ;  Nineteenth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner ;  Thirty- 
second  Alabama  volunteers,  Major  T.  C.  Kimball, 
and  Austin's  battalion  Louisiana  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb*s  battery  Washington  artillery,  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  from  the  moment 
that  I  assumed  command : 

I  was  engaged  in  re-forming  my  regiment 
when,  informed  that  Brigadier-General  D.  W. 
Adams  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound,  the 
command  of  the  brieade  devolved  upon  me.  I 
at  once  ascertained  tnat  there  was  no  support 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  form  on  the  rear  slope  of  the  hill  upon 
which  Captain  C.  H  Slocomb  s  battery  of  Wash- 
ington artillery  was  posted.  This  having  been 
accomplished,  I  left  the  line  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Gober,  Sixteenth  and  Twenty^fth  Loui- 
siana volunteers,  and  hastened  to  the  left,  where 
I  observed  several  regiments  falling  back.  One 
of  these  I  at  once  moved  to  the  support  of  the 
line  on  the  left,  and  directed  Captain  Labouisse, 
A.  I.  G.,  to  bring  up  another,  retreating  through 
the  woods,  to  the  same  position.  With  Captain 
Slocomb's  assistance,  he  succeeded  in  placing 
two  regiments  in  position.  They  were  believed 
to  belong  to  the  brigade  on  our  left  The  Thir- 
ty-second Alabama  volunteers  and  Austin's  bat- 


talion, which  had  not  participated  in  t>e  charge, 
but  had  been  ordered  to  oppose  the  auvance  or 
a  column  of  the  enemy's  imanlry,  reported  on 
our  right  and  rear,  were  called  in  and  directed 
to  join  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  battery, 
it  was  deemed  best  to  occupy  oxnrselves  witb. 
the  enemy  in  sight,  leaving  the  cavalry  reports 
for  after-consideration.  These  dispositions  had 
just  been  made,  when  Major-General  Breckin- 
ridge reached  us,  and  approved  them. 

Captain  Slocomb,  whose  battery  had  made  a 
noble  stand,  here  informed  me  that  he  was  con- 
siderably cut  up,  and  that  he  thought  it  best  to 
retire  for  a  short  time.  He  was  ordered  to 
retire.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  again  reported 
ready  for  action,  havii^  equipped  himself,  in 
n^ly  everything  needed,  from  the  batteiy 
taken  by  the  brigade  in  approaching,  for  the 
first  time,  the  main  Chattanooea  road. 

I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  speak  of  the 
different  lines  of  battle  taken  before  again  engag- 
ing the  enemy.  About  four  o'clock,  by  order  of 
Major-Generd  Breckinridge,  Hie  brigade  was 

Sosted  about  three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
[aior-G^neral  Walker's  command  (C^eneral 
Liddell's  division).  The  line  was  here  subjected 
to  some  shelling,  and  it  became  apparent  tiiat 
our  forces  in  front  were  unsuccessful  in  their 
attacks.  About  sundown  (General  Breckinridge 
turned  to  me  and  directed  that  I  should  ad- 
vance, and  at  the  same  time  execute  a  change  of 
direction  to  the  left.  I  had  advanced  but  a 
short  distance,  when  I  saw,  from  what  was  oc- 
curring in  front  of  us,  that  our  lines  in  advance 
were  giving  away  under  an  enfilading  fire  hcfm 
the  left,  and  I  therefore  gained  as  much  ground  to 
the  left  as  time  and  circumstances  would  p^mit 
The  movement  forward  was  made  slowly,  care- 
fully, and  with  all  possible  precision.  We 
passed  over  several  fines  of  troops  as  we  ad- 
vanced, who  cheered  us  heartily.  The  extreme 
right  regiment  was  detained  a  few  moments  by 
one  of  tiiese  lines,  as  wiU  be  seen  by  referring 
to  Colonel  Gober's  report  I  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  fire  a  gun,  and  it  is  due  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  brigade  that  I  should  state 
that  we  passed  through  a  new  line  engaging  the 
enemy  witibout  halting  and  without  nrmg,  and 
continued  to  advance,  moving  in  perfect  order, 
until  within  a  few  paces  of  me  enemy,  when  a 
charge  was  ordered  and  the  whole  command, 
with  a  terrific  yell,  sprang  upon  him.  A  voDey 
was  received  without  effect ;  a  second,  fix)m  the 
barricades  of  trees  and  stones,  check^  us  for 
an  instant ;  but  the  officers  nnhed  forward  again, 
the  men  followed,  and  the  enemy,  panio-etriclren, 
fled  in  the  wildest  disorder.  Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost  j  the  brigade  was  urged  forward, 
its  centre  resting  near  the  fence  which  separa- 
ted the  com  field  from  the  woods,  the  left  ex- 
tending into  the  field.  We  thus  continued  to 
drive  me  enemy  from  every  position  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  until  we  had  entered  tiie 
woods  about  seventy  yards  from  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  where  it  was  halted.  DarkneiB  was 
now  rapidly  approaching. 
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I  had  Bent  lieutenant  Ware,  of  the  staff,  to 
tiie  left,  and  he  reported  to  me  that  there  were 
no  troops  on  that  flank ;  confirming  the  state- 
ment of  Colonel  Von  Zeniken,  commanding  the 
left  regiment  I  had  gone  myself  to  the  right,  I 
deemed  it  proper  tiierefore  to  halt  and  to  rectify 
the  alignment,  which  had  become  broken  in  the 
pursuit,  before  advancing  further.  This  had 
jnst  been  finished  when  Lientenant-General  Hill 
rode  up  and,  observing  that  we  had  done  well, 
directed  that  I  shonlo  throw  forward  skirmish- 
ers for  the  distance  of  a  mile.  A  few  moments 
afterwards  I  was  ordered  by  Major-Ckneral 
Breddnridee  to  bivouac  near  the  main  Chatta- 
nooga road,  and  I  accordingly  moved  back  to 
this  position.  Many  prisoners  remained  within 
our  lines  during  the  charge,  but  no  attention 
was  paid  to  them;  they  numbered  probably 
three  or  four  hundred. 

The  position  stormed  was  held  by  a  brigade 
of  United  States  regulars,  under  Brifi;adier-4aren- 
eral  King.  The  enemy's  dead  ana  wounded 
mariced  Sie  track  of  the  brigade.'  Many  hun- 
dreds of  small  arms  were  found  upon  the  field 
next  morning.  A  battery  was  taken  by  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Louisiana,  but  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  bri^de 
behaved  entitles  them  to  share  in  the  credit  of 
tiiec^ture. 

In  the  night  our  skirmishers,  under  Captain 
E.  M.  Dubroca,  Company  B,  Thirteenth  and 
Twentieth  Louisiana,  sent  in  thirty  prisoners, 
among  them  several  officers ;  and  Major  T.  E. 
Austin's  battalion  brought  in  fifty  more  next 
day.  The  brigade  halted  victorious  at  night  on 
the  very  ground  whence  it  had  recoiled  at  mid- 
day. 

I  would  respectfuUy  refer  the  Major-Gteneral 
Commanding  to  Uie  reports  of  subordinate  com- 
manders for  the  parts  their  commands  bore  in 
the  battle. 

Among  the  officers,  Colonel  Daniel  Gober,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana,  and  Colonel 
Leon  Von  Zeniken,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth 
Louisiana,  were  conspicuous  for  courage* and 
skill.    All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
commendable  gallantry.  Major  C.  H.  Moore,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana ;  Major  T.  C. 
Kimball,  Thirty-second  Alabama ;  Captain  H.  A. 
Kennedy,  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  who  command- 
ed in  the  evening  charge,  and  Captain  R  M. 
Dubroca^  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana,  | 


showed  themselves  officers  well  fitted  to  handle 
troops  on  the  field.  The  report  of  Captain  C. 
H.  Slocomb,  Washington  artiUery,  shows  how 
large  a  share' his  command  bore  in  the  engage- 
ment I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of  Sie 
bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery. 
The  sloU  of  the  former  is  only  equalled  by  the 
bearing  of  the  latter. 

Our  valor-inspiring  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major 
Graves,  of  Major-GenenJ  Breckinridge's  staff,  fell, 
mortallv  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  Oaiptain  C.  H» 
Slocomb.  He  fell,  where  his  heroic  soul  dsr 
sired,  on  the  battle-field,  among  those  who  loved 
him,  and  in  the  arms  of  a  brave  comrade. 

But  our  success  was  not  without  heavy  loss. 
Our  chivahrous  commander,  Brigadier-General 
D.  W.  Adams,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  of 
the  morning,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner,  Nine- 
teenth Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and  ^e  brave 
Major  Loudon  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
breathed  his  last  at  tne  head  of  his  regiment 
Of  General  Adams'  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  val- 
uable services  to  John  W.  Labouisse,  A.  I.  G., 
who  was  ever  prompt  and  efficient,  and  to  lieu- 
tenants K  M.  Scott  and  G.  S.  Terser,  likewise, 
for  zeal  and  bravery.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  pay 
a  special  tribute  to  the  toldierly  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Ware.  He  b  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  his  conspicuous  gallantry.  Tlie  gal- 
lant Adjutant-General,  Captam  E.  P.  Guillet,  was 
ahready  wounded.  Major  M.  Hanly,  A.  Q.  M., 
and  Major  W.  V.  Crouch,  A.  C.  S.,  have,  through- 
out the  canipaign,  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  promptness. 

The  brigade  entered  the  action  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  officers,  and  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  thirty-three ;  with  twelve  hundred  en- 
listed men,  and  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  It  drove 
the  enemy  from  two  batteries  which  fell  within 
our  lines,  only  six  guns  of  which,  however, 
iroon  investigation,  were  positively  taken  by 
officers  of  the  command.  About  six  hundred 
prisoners  were  likewise  captured  during  the 
battle.  It  only  ceased  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
at  night  and  imder  orders.  One  hour  more  of 
daylight  had  added  largely  to  our  captures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Yours,  very  respectftdly, 
R.  L.  Gibson, 
Ookmel,  < 
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Report  of  the  Effective  Strength  of  the  several  Regiments  composing  Adams'  Brigade,  carried 
into  the  BatUe  of  Chickamaugay  on  each  day  of  ihe  battle. 


OomcAHD. 


Namb  or  GomtABDiB. 


19ra 


3 


20iB 


i 


I 


18th  and  20Ui  Loaisiana  regiment,. 
19th  and  26th  Louisiana  regiment,. 

19th  LooiBiana  regiment, 

Austin's  battalion, 

32d  Alabama  r^^ent, 

Slocomb's  batteiy, 


Colonel  Leon  Von  Zinken, . 

Oolonel  D.  Gobor , 

D^ut.-OoL  R.  W.  Tomer,. 

Mi^or  T.  E.  Aostin, 

MsOorT.C.  Kimball,....,. 
Ouptain  C  H.  Slooomb, . . . 


190 


126 


84 
26 
88 

0 
18 

6 


25» 
396 
817 
00 
127 
107 


819 
890 
90 
Ui 
112 


Total,. 


120 


126 


125 


1489 


1,8" 


The  Influitry  of  this  brigade  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle  of  September  19th. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


BXPOSCr  OF  OOLONEL  J.  H.  KELLY,  OOUUANDING  BRIGADE. 

HiAnQUABiKRS  TmsD  Brkuob,  pRisTON'a  DiTsnoir, ) 

l!r  TBI  Food  notmsa  Cbatianooga,  v 

September  25,  1863.    J 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade nnder  my  command  m  the  battle  of  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant : 

The  night  of  the  eighteenth  instant  I  bivou- 
acked, with  three  regiments  of  the  brigade  (the 
Sixty-third  Virginia,  Major  French  command- 
ing, having  been  detached  the  day  before  as  a 
guard  to  the  division  ordnance  train),  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Chickamauga.  At  daylight, 
on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  ordered 
to  cross  ihe  Chickamauga  at  Dalton's  Ford,  and 
at  about  eight  o'clock  I  formed  line  of  battle  in 
a  com  field,  on  the  left  of  Brown's  brigade,  Stew- 
art's division,  and  tiiree  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  Gracie's  brigade,  the  Fifty-eighui  North  Car- 
olina, Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer  commanding,  forming 
the  right ;  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
kins commanding,  the  left,  and  the  Sixty-fifth 
Georgia,  Colonel  Moore  commanding,  the  <5fentre 
of  my  line.  Here  the  brigade  was  subjected  to 
a  brisk  cannonade  from  tne  enemy's  batteries. 
At  about  eleven  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  right  flank  about  four  hundred  yards, 
when  I  again  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained 
in  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  nieht 
and  day,  being  occasionally  shelled.  At  mis 
point  the  Sixty-Third  Virginia,  less  two  compa- 
nies detached  as  guard  tor  division  ordnance 
train,  reported  to  the  command  ^at  about  three 
o'clock  p.  M. 

At  about  seven  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  instant,  the  brigade  was  moved  by  the 
left  flank  about  three  hundred  yards  and  posted 
on  an  eminence,  as  a  sunport  to  three  batteries 
of  Major  Leyden's  battalion  of  artillery.    From 


R.  L.  GiBsoK, 

Ooiond,  oommandiag. 


tills  position  I  threw  out  four  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ed- 
mund Kirby,  Fif^-eighth  North  Csu-olina.  He 
moved  to  fiie  front  and  left,  and  reported  the 
enemy  moving  to  the  right  At  one  o'clock  I 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  Sixty-fifth  Geoi^  aa 
a  support  to  the  above-named  batteries,  and  move 
by  tiie  right  flank  and  form  line  of  battle  five 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gracie's  brigade  and 
conform  to  its  movements.  While  the  line  of 
battle  was  in  process  of  formation,  I  discovered 
that  Gracie's  brigade  was  moving  by  the  right 
flank  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  I  therefore 
moved  by  the  right  flank  five  hundrM  yards  to 
the  right  of  that  road  and  parallel  with  it  After 
marching  in  this  direction  about  one  and  a  half 
miles,  I  was  halted  and  ordered  to  form  line  of 
battle  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  front  or  the 
left  flank.  This  disposition  was  made,  and  I 
remained  in  position  until  about  half-paat  three 
o'clock  P.M. — the  enemy  meanwhile  actively 
shelling  me.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  left  flank,  and,  having  marched  Uiree- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  I  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left 
of  Gracie's  brigade.  While  this  was  being  exe- 
cuted I  was  ordered  to  make  an  oblique  change  of 
direction  to  the  right  and  to  advance.  I  had  ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  I  was  subjected 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  The  enemv  was  posted  on  a 
heavily  wooded  ridge,  from  which  he  had  sev- 
eral times  repulsed  other  troops  of  our  army. 
The  approach  to  him  was  over  a  succession  of 
hills,  with  intervening  depressions,  each  hill  to 
the  front  being  somewhat  more  elevated.  The 
brigade,  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  moved  steadilv 
to  the  front  three  or  four  himdred  yards,  hold- 
ing its  fire  until  within  very  short  range  of  the 
enemy,  the  right  being  no  more  than  fifteen  or 
twenty,  the  centre  about  forty,  and  the  left  about 
sixty  3rards  distant,  when  our  first  fire  was  de- 
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Krered.  After  a  desperately  contested  fight  of 
half  an  hour,  I  succeeded  in  gaming  the  hill, 
horn  which  tib*)  enemy  made  three  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  dislodge  me  by  assault.  However, 
owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  the 
Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  was  exposed  to  a 
gallinenre  from  the  front  and  both  flanks,  and, 
after  losing  about  half  its  numbers,  was  com- 
peHed  to  fafi  back  to  a  position  of  greater  security. 
Just  before  this  falling  back,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edmund  Kirby,  gallantly  cheering  his  men,  fell, 
pierced  by  four  bullets — Major  Dula  having 
been  wounded  early  in  the  engagement  At 
this  juncture  I  was  indebted  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson  for  a  reinforcement  of  one  regi- 
ment &om  his  command.  Colonel  Palmer,  the 
only  field  oflficer  with  the  regiment,  was  here 
womided,  but  still  continued  in  command. 
After  exchanging  fires  with  the  enemy  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  I  determined  to  tit- 
tempt  to  dislodge  him  by  assault,  and  for  this 
pnrpose  transferred  the  Fifty-eighth  North 
C^olina  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  my  line 
and  moved  forward,  swingine  somewhat  to  the 
right.  When  I  arrived  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  the 
enemy  was  heard  to  cry, "  We  surrender,  we  sur- 
render." I  immediately  stepped  to  the  front, 
my  horse  having  been  previously  killed,  and 
cflJled  upon  the  officer  who  seemed  to  be  in 
command,  and  demanded  that  if  he  proposed  to 
surrender  he  should  lay  down  his  arms.  He 
came  to  the  front  and  said,  "  Wait  a  minute." 
I  replied,  "No,  sir;  lay  down  your  arms  in- 
stancy, or  I  will  fire  upon  you,"  and  turned  to 
my  command ;  but  before  I  could  give  the  com- 
mand **  ready,"  he  poured  upon  it  a  terrific  fire, 
which,  on  account  of  its  suddenness,  threw  the 
brl^e  for  the  instant  into  confusion,  but  it 
raflied  and  was  re-formed  within  thirty  yards  of 
thiB  position.  I  am  confident  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  surrender,  and  that  his  fire  was 
drawn  by  an  unauthorized  shot  from  his  ranks. 
Finding  that  my  ammunition  was  almost  ex- 
hausted, I  sent  to  the  rear  for  reinforcements  or 
a  supply  of  ammunition.  At  this  juncture  I 
met  Monel  Trigg,  commanding  brigade,  and 
informed  him  of  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
asking  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  co-operate  wifii 
me  in  his  capture.  He  agreed,  and  formed  his 
line  on  my  left,  with  the  intention  of  swinging 
the  whole  force  to  the  right  Just  as  the  move- 
ment was  begun,  I  was  notified  by  one  of  his 
staff  that  the  Brigadier-General  commanding 
division  wished  to  see  me,  and  I  repaired  at 
once  to  where  he  was  stationed  in  the  field. 
Dming  this  temporary  absence  the  enemy  sur- 
rendered to  Colonel  Trigg.  Immediately  after 
the  surrender,  a  force,  supposed  to  be  of  the 
wiemy,  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  created  con- 
siderable confusion,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
the  enemy  were  making  off.  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
kins, of  flie  Fifth  Kentucky,  here  captured  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  prisoners,  including  two 
Colonels,  one  Lieutenant43olonel,  and  a  number 
of  company  officers.  About  this  time  I  rejoined 
the  commandy  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant- 


Colonel  Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  to 
be  taken  to  the  rear,  my  prisoners,  except  the 
three  field  officers,  who  were  sent  to  division 
headquarters  in  charge  of  one  of  my  staff.  The 
night  beine  far  advanced,  I  made  arrangements 
to  replenish  my  supply  of  ammunition,  and  went 
into  bivouac  on  the  hill  which  the  brigade  had 
so  gallantly  won. 

It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  close  this 
report  without  tendenng  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  and  the  officers  command- 
ing the  regiments  for  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered in  handling  the  troops,  and  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  galmnt  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  composing  the  command.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  most  of  them  had  ever  been  under 
fire,  yet  they  acted  with  the  coolness  and  cour- 
age of  veterans.  Fighting  against  a  superior 
force,  posted  in  an  apparently  impregnable  posi- 
tion, tney  moved  steadily  forward,  beat  and 
captured  the  enemv,  ana  slept  in  his  strong 
place.  When  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  seems 
almost  invidious  to  make  particular  mention  of 
any  one ;  yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  E. 
Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Lynch,  Sixty-third  Vireinia ;  Lieutenant^Col- 
onel  G.  W.  Connor,  Major  William  Mynhier  and 
Adiutant  Thomas  H.  B.  Cork,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  especiallv  Captain  J.  Desha,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
who,  although  painfully  and  severely  woundea 
early  in  the  action,  remained  at  the  head  of  his 
company  until  the  enemy  was  defeated. 

I  took  into  the  fight  an  aggregate  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  lost,  m  killed  and 
wounded,  three  hundred  and  three,  and  twenty- 
six  missing. 

1  have  tne  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H.  Kelly, 
Oolonel,  oommanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  OOLONEL  B.  C  TRI06,  OOMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HSADQUABRliS  TmOO'S  BRIOAOI,  ) 

September  20, 18S8.        | 

Cfqpfain  J,  L.  8cm^ordy  Assistant  AdftUant- 

wncrcd: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga,  on  the  aine- 
teenth  and  twentieth  instant : 

By  order  of  Brigadier-Greneral  Preston,  com- 
manding division,!  crossed  the  Chickamauga, 
at  early  dawn,  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  near  Hunt's  house,  on 
the  prolongation  of  Brigadier-General  Bate's 
line.  Whilst  occupjdng  this  position  the  enemy 
threw  shot  and  shell  into  my  lines  from  a  bat- 
tery on  the  right  The  Sixth  regiment  Florida 
volunteers  (Colonel  Findley)  lost  one  lieutenant, 
one  sergeant,  and  one  private  killed,  and  two 
privates  wounded.  I  promptly  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  so  as  to  get  the  cover  aflforded  by 
the  opposite  hills. 

About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  by  direction  of  Bri- 
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gadier-General  Preston,  I  moved  my  brigade  by 
3ie  right  flank  and  re-formed  on  me  crest  of  a 
ridge  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Hunt's  house. 
As  soon  as  the  line  was  fonned,  I  deployed  the 
First  regiment  Florida  cavalry  (dismounted), 
Colonel  Maxwell,  as  skirmishers,  three  hundred 
yards  in  advance,  and  covering  the  entire  front 
of  the  brigade.  This  regiment  soon  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy^  infantry  in  a  com 
field  and  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  field.  It 
kept  up  quite  a  brisk  fire  for  more  than  two 
hours,  when  the  right  was  driven  in  by  a  de- 
structive fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  a  bat- 
tery in  the  field.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  General  Hood  and  move  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  firing.  The  firing  was  on  my  right 
I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  met  by  a  staff 
officer,  who  came  to  conduct  me  to  the  point 
where  General  Hood  needed  support — the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Bennings  brigade.  At 
his  instance  I  moved  by  the  front  Soon  after  I 
was  met  by  another  staff  officer,  who  claimed 
my  support  for  General  Robertson's  brigade.  I 
continued  my  movement  by  the  front  until  I 
came  near  a  corn  field,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
a  battery,  protected  by  earthworks,  near  the 
Chattanooga  road,  and  supported  by  a  long  line* 
of  infantry  drawn  up  in  the  field,  and  in  rifle- 
pits  and  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  bat- 
tery. The  enemy  was  advancing  when  I  first 
discovered  him,  and  had  passed  about  one-third 
the  length  of  the  field.  The  troops  that  had 
won  the  wooded  ridpre  outside  of  tlie  field,  and 
on  my  right,  were  falluig  back  in  some  confu- 
sion. The  advance  of  the  enemy  and  the  fall- 
ing back  of  our  Uoops  seemed  to  effect  some 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  officer  conducting 
me.  He  requested  me  to  halt  until  he  could 
learn  precisely  what  position  I  was  to  take. 
While  thus  halted  and  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
General  Robertson  appeared  and  hurriedly  in- 
forming me  that  his  lino  was  very  much  weak- 
ened and  would  be  beaten  ba/ck  unleae  quickly 
reinforced,  indicated  the  direction  in  which  I 
should  move.  I  obliqued  to  the  right  until  I 
supposed  that  my  right  was  opposite  to  his  left 
This  brought  the  front  of  my  brigade  to  the 
corn  field  fence.  All  this  while  I  had  been 
under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  and,  at  this  time,  he  concentrated  upon 
me  the  fire  of  his  whole  force  in  the  corn  neld 
and  in  the  timber  around  it  I  had  not,  as  yet, 
fired  a  single  gun.  I  reserved  my  fire  until  I 
reached  the  fence.  At  the  first  volley  the  ene- 
my broke  in  confusion  to  the  left  and  rear. 
Seeing  his  confusion.  I  ordered  my  brirade  to 
charge  before  he  could  rally.  The  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  gallantiy  responded,  leaping  the  fence 
and  dashing  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  ridee, 
forcing  the  enemy's  broken  line  to  seek  me 
nearest  cover  on  the  right,  left,  and  rear.  This 
regiment  regained  the  ridge,  which  I  am  in- 1 
formed  was  won  and  lost  more  than  once  dur- 
ing the  day,  cleared  the  com  field  of  all  the 
infantry,  drove  nearly  all  the  gunners  from  the  j 
battery,  and  woidd  have  certainly  captured  it  but  I 
for  a  lamentable  interference  with  my  command,  j 


When  the  order  to  charge  was  given,  I 
on  the  right  with  this  regiment  The  order  ' 
not  promptly  conveyed  to  the  other  regimen tB 
of  the  brigade,  and  they  failing  to  conform  to 
the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  it  got  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  himdred  yards  id 
advance.  Having  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
I  discovered,  for  me  first  time,  that  the  oilier 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  not  up  with  the 
Sixth  Florida.  I  immediately  started  to  bring 
them  up,  but  had  gone  but  a  short  distance, 
when  I  perceived  them  crossing  the  fence  and 
moving  forward  in  good  order.  I  returned  to 
direct  the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida. 
When  these  regiments  had  reached  the  second 
fence,  I  discovered  that  they  were  being  mored 
by  Brigadier-Greneral  Robertson  across  the  field 
by  the  right  flank  and  in  rear  of  the  Sixth. 
Finding  that  this  regiment  would  not  receive 
support  from  the  rest  of  my  brigade,  and  it 
being  exposed  to  a  terrible  m:e  from  the  frt>nt 
and  left  (the  eneiny  having  in  part  recovered 
from  his  panic),  I  withdrew  it  below  the  crest 
of  the  rid^e,  and  unwillingly  relinquished  the 
capture  of  the  battery,  which  a  few  miimtes 
before  I  had  regarded  as  almost  accomplished. 
For  such  was  the  disposition  of  my  brigade 
that  when  the  charge  was  ordered,  two  r^- 
ments  and  half  of  another  on  my  left  uveriapped 
the  enemy's  battery  and  supports,  and,  when 
withdrawn  from  the  field,  mey  were  movhig 
rapidly  to  turn  his  right  flank.  Night  put  an 
end  to  the  conflict 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  I  formed 
my  brigade  fom:  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of 
Manigaulfs  brigade,  Hincunan's  division,  and 
was  ordered  to  support  him  and  conform  to  his 
movements.  About  twelve  o'clock  «.,  General 
Manigault  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of 
the  CJiattanooga  road.  I  followed.  When  within 
four  hundred  jrards  of  the  rood,  I  came  np  wfth 
his  artillery,  which  had  halted,  and  met  a  gt-od 
many  straeglers  from  his  brigade.  I  rode  for- 
ward to  the  road  and  found  some  confusion 
in  the  brigade.  I  informed  an  officer  of  Gen- 
eral Manigault  s  staff  that  I  was  tiiere  to  sup- 
port him  and  ready  to  render  the  supjKjrt  at 
any  moment 

About  this  time  I  learned  from  an  officer  of 
General  Hindman's  staff,  that  the  left  of  Hind- 
mand's  division  was-  threatened  and  would  be 
turned  unless  quickly  supported  (the  left  of  that 
division  having  been  supported  up  to  that  time 
by  Manigaulfs  brigade).  I  movea  my  brigade 
to  the  Chattanooga  road  in  double-quick  time, 
passing  General  Manigaulfs  brigade  and  taking 
the  front  The  position  of  the  enemy  being  in- 
dicated to  me,  I  disposed  of  the  troops  of  mj 
command  with  a  view  to  offensive  movements, 
and  ordered  the  battery  assigned  me  (Gaptatn 
Peeples.  Ninth  Georgia  battalion)  to  take  posi- 
tion and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  enem^ 
failing  to  respond,  after  several  rounds,  and  it 
being  evident  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  diat 
part  of  the  field,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease 
and  proposed  to  advance,  when  I  received  orders 
from  General  Buckner  to  move  down  the  Chat- 
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tanoogpi  road  and  support  Williams'  battalion  of 
artillery. 

HaviDK  remained  in  support  of  this  artillery 
until  haff-Dast  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered 
by  Grenerai  Buokner  to  move  back  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  with  two  of  my  regiments  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  and  select  a  favorable  position 
to  resist  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which,  it  was  un- 
derstood,  had  passed  to  our  rear,  and  was  moving 
on  that  road.  Whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  this  duty,  with  the  First  Florida  (dismounted) 
cavalry  and  Seventh  raiment  Floriaa  volunteers 
(Cdonel  Bullock)  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  an 
order  from  General  Buckner  directed  me  to 
withdraw  one  raiment  and  rejoin  the  division. 
I  withdrew  the  Seventh  Floric(a,  but  had  hardly 

fat  it  in  motion  when  I  received  from  General 
k'eston  a  pressing  order  to  move  n^idly  to  the 
6iq>port  of  the  other  brigades  of  ms  division 
(Grade's  and  Kellv's). 

The  cavalry  whose  movements  I  had  been 
sent  to  opppose  having  proved  to  be  our  own, 
I  took  the  reiq;>onsibihty  of  ordering  the  other 
r^nment  and  the  piece  of  artillery  to  follow, 
azuQ  communicated  the  fJEkcts  to  General  Buckner 
as  I  passed  along.  The  Sixth  Florida  and  Fifty- 
fourtn  Virginia  regiments  had  been  alreadv  put 
in  motion  by  Colonel  Findley,  senior  Colonel. 
The  battie  was  raging  furiously  when  I  arrived 
with  the  Seventh  Ilorida  raiment,  which  I 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifhr-fourth  Virginia, 
which,  with  the  Sixth  Floriaa  regiment,  was 
already  formed  on  tiie  left  of  Kelfy's  bngade. 
[The  First  Florida  (dismounted)  regiment  on 
the  way  to  join  the  origade,  was  detached  by 
order  of  General  Preston  and  sent  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Gracie's  brigade].  Without 
wavering  or  faltering,  these  two  brigades — 
marching  over  some  of  our  own  troops,  who 
were  lying  down — drove  the  enemy  steadily 
before  them^  until  his  right  was  forced  from  its 
strong  position,  on  rough,  broken  ground,  heavilv 
timbered.  Driven  from  this  position,  he  feU 
hick  upon  a  second  line  of  ridges,  running  per- 
^  pendicular  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was 
'  already  held  by  a  strong  force  and  protected  by 
Weastworks.  When  near  the  base  of  this  rid^e, 
I  learned  Mm  Colonel  Kelly  the  precise  locahtv 
of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  determined,  with 
him,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  that  part  of  his 
fiorce  in  my  front,  my  position  bein^  particularly 
&vorable  lor  the  attamment  of  this  end.  I  im- 
mediately wheeled  my  brigade  to  the  right, 
which  brought  me  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  ana 
moved  rapidljr  up  the  hill  to  within  twenty 
paces  of  his  lines.  This  movement  surprised 
him  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Twenty- 
sedbmd  Michigan,  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and 
part  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiments,  five 
stands  of  colors,  and  over  one  thousand  five 
hundred  small  arms,  of  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved pattern. 

Darkness  having  fellen,  and  the  enemy  having 
withdrawn  frt)m  his  position  on  my  left,  no 
further  movement  was  attempted. 

Before  beginnii^  the  movement  last  alluded 


to,  I  requested  two  brigades,  which  were  in  my 
rear,  to  form  on  my  left  and  co-operate  with  me. 
They  declined,  for  the  want  of  ammuni  tion.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  give  me  assistance.  Had  they 
formed  on  my  left,  our  line  would  have  extended 
nearlv,  if  not  quite,  to  the  Chattanoo^  road, 
and  being  in  rear  of  the  enemv,  all  his  forces 
occupying  tiie  ridge  would  have  been  completely 
cut  off. 

Where  every  officer  and  man  did  his  whole 
dujhr,  special  mention  cannot  be  made. 

The  fortune  of  war  threw  the  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  into  the  post  of  danger,  and  upon  tiiem 
fell  the  heaviest  loss,  and  P'oved  them  "  vet- 
erans in  their  first  fight."  Their  commanding 
officer  is  proud  to  render  to  them  this  just 
tribute  of  praise,  and  ho  is  also  proud  to  express 
his  conviction  that  each  other  reg^iment  of  his 
brigade  is  worthy  of,  and,  had  circumstances 
allowed,  would  have  won  equal  commendation. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  my  command  to  say  that 
it  beat  the  enemy  everywhere  it  found  him,  and 
carried  every  position  which  it  assaulted. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  following 
named  soldiers,  who  have '  distinguished  them- 
selves by  the  capture,  each,  of  a  stand  of  the 
enemy's  colors : 

Sergeant  L.  K  Timmons,  Company  I,  Seventh 
regiment  Florida  volimteers,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment. 

Private  Oscar  F.  Honaker,  Company  F,  Fifty-, 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
refldment 

Private  W.  F.  Harris,  Company  F,  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  fla^  of  the 
Twenty-second  Michi^i  regiment 

IVivate  Henderson  Hylton,*Company  A,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  £ighty-ninth  Ohio  regiment 

Private  Franklin  Carter,  Company  K,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  fla^ 
of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment 

In  tills  connection,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state 
that  private  J.  H.  M.  Moseley^  Captain  Hays' 
company.  Sixth  -regiment  Florida  volunteers, 
captured  a  stand  of  colors,  and,  while  guarding 
prisoners  to  t^e  rear,  he  passed  a  small  party  of 
men,  who  claimed  them.  Being  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish these  men  in  the  dark,  and  supposing 
them  to  be  a  squad  detailed  by  me  to  receive 
the  captured  colors,  he  gave  tiiem  up.  These 
colors  nave  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  private  Moseley's  state- 
ment It  is  corroborated  by  other  evidence. 
These  colors  were  doubtiess  turned  over  to  men 
of  another  command,  and  sent  in  to  headquarters 
as  captured  b^  them. 

Appended  is  a  statement  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing  of  my  brigade. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  C.  Tbigo, 
Colonel,  oomnuuidiDg  Brigade,  Preeton's  Dtriskm,  BaokMes 
Omrpf. 
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REPORT  OF  CAFTACr  CHARLES  SWETTT,  ACTINO  GEDEF  OF 
ARTILLERY. 

Asmmr  EsroiimcEiT,  Itodell's  Briqadb,  \ 
October  7,  1808.        J 

Coffcdn  8.  A,   WiUiamSy   Assistant  Ad^vkml- 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  the  artillery  of  Lid- 
deIl*B  division,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  and 
also  in  the  affair  of  the  eighteenth  ultimo : 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, orders^were  received  to  be  in  readiness  for 
an  early  movement,  and,  at  three  p.  m.,  LiddeU's 
division  left  Lafayette  and  moved  toward  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga. 

At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  eight- 
eenth, the  command  reached  a  point  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek,  near  Alexanders  Bridge;  but 
finding  it  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  and  an  advance  made,  in 
order  to  dislodge  them.  The  enemy  had  but 
one  battery,  which  was  posted  near  a  house  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  and  which  fired 
upon  our  skirmishers,  a  few  shots  passing  over 
the  line.  Fowler's  battery  was  moved  to  the 
front,  and  placed  in  position  near  the  road,  and 
on  the  edge  of  a  cultivated  field,  from  which 
place  a  section  of  his  guns  were  ordered  some 
three  hundred  yards  further  to  the  front  by 
General  Liddell,  but  do  not  think  he  fired  from 
(he  place  designated.  The  battery  under  com- 
mana  of  Lieutenant  Shannon  was  ordered  to  the 
right  of  Walthall's  brigade,  to  a  position  com-- 
manding  the  one  occupied  by  the  Federal 
battery.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  the  enemy 
disappeared,  as  our  fire  was  not  retiuned,  nor 
were  they  again  «een  at  this  place.  The  fire  of 
our  battery  was  ordered  to  cease,  and  the  com- 
mand moved  forward,  crossing  the  Chickamauga 
at  Byron's  Ford,  and  camping  for  the  night  one 
mile  from  that  stream. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  the  com- 
mand moved  at  an  early  hour  and  formed  line  of 
battle  a  mile  distant  from  our  camp  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  advanced  to  the  support  of 
Ector's  brigade,  which  was  Ihen  engaging  the 
enemy.  The  Washington  light  artillery  followed 
Liddell*8  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  Fowler's  bat- 
tery following  Walthall's,  though  neither  battery 
could  be  brought  into  action,  m  consequence  of 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  command,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  ground  over  which  we  were 
moving.  At  this  place  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy  caused  the  division  to  fall  back,  though 
Lieutenant  Shannon  succeeded  in  firing  a  few 
rounds  on  retiring,  in  order  to  check  the  enemy ; 
but  Fowler's  battery  could  not  be  brought  into 
action  (though  it  was  twice  halted  bv  myself  for 
that  purpose),  as  the  enemy  would  have  sur- 
rounded and  captured  the  guns  had  the^  been 
unlimbered.  JYom  this  position  the  division 
moved  to  the  right  near  a  mile  distant,  and 
formed  line  perpendicular  to  the  formation  of, 
the  morning.  From  this  point  the  command  ad- 
vanced witti  the  Washington  light  artillery,  on 


the  right  of  Liddell's  brigade,  it  being  the  in- 
tention to  have  Fowler's  battery  follow  on  the 
left  of  Walthall.  As  the  division  moved,  a  Par- 
rott  battery  opened  upon  our  line,  but  a  few 
well-directed  shots  from  Fowler's  batteiy  either 
caused  it  to  change  position  or  to  retire,  as  it 
did  not  again  open.  The  division  advanced  bat 
a  few  hundred  yards,  when  it  retired  to  the 
base  of  an  inclination  that  it  had  nearly  guned 
the  summit  of,  which  movement  was,  in  a  meas- 
ure, owing  to  a  battery  firing  over  our  line  from 
the  rear,  and  which  was  connected  with  Fo- 
rest's command.  Before  the  division  retired,  I 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  to  secure  a  position 
for  Fowler's  battery,  and,  while  gone,  Captrin 
F.  permitted  one  of  his  Lieutenants  to  move 
witn  the  brigade  to  which  he  is  attached,  with 
the  section  under  his  command,  which  resulted 
in  the  loss  of  one  Napoleon  gun  and  fourteen 
horses,  though  the  gun  was  subsequendj  re- 
taken. The  Washington  light  artillery  was  taken 
at  dusk  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and  to  the  right 
of  Cleburne's  division,  where  for  about  half  an 
hour  we  shelled  the  enemy's  rear.  A  caisBon 
and  three  limbers  were  taken  from  the  field  on 
the  return  of  the  batteiy  to  our  line,  and  a 
James  rifle  gun  and  limber  was  hauled  to  the 
company  by  hand  and  turned  over  to  Lieuten- 
ant Shannon,  by  members  of  the  brigade.  The 
division  remained  in  this  position  till  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  it  was  moved  by  the  teft 
flank  about  one  mile,  and  afterwards  two  mike 
to  the  right,  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and  to 
the  right  of  General  Breckinridge,  who  was 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  The  division  re- 
mained here  till  ten  a.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  General  Breckmridc. 
On  reaching  the  rear  of  General  Breckinridge's 
command,  it  was  found  to  be  Ming  hidc» 
though  repeatedly  rallied  and  renewed  the  cop- 
test  The  artillery  was  ordered  into  position  in 
rear  of  the  line,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
fronting  the  west,  which  position  we  were  or- 
dered to  defend  ;  but  did  not  find  it  neccsBuy 
to  fire.  Fowler's  battery  was  here  moved  for; 
ward  and  an  effort  made  to  gain  a  position  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  which  could  not  be  done 
in  consequence  of  the  infantry  continuaUjr  ris- 
ing way.  We  remained  here  till  half  pai  foor 
p.  M.,  when  we  moved  against  the  eneny,  fl» 
artillery  following  by  the  road,  and  ascenmng  a 
hiU  and  taking  position  in  an  orchard  near  Hfr 
Donald's  house,  and  on  the  right  of  the  diria- 
ion,  we  succeeded  in  getting  seven  guns  in  po- 
sition and  engaged  a  rarrott  battery  of  ^®^ 
emy,  distant  about  eight  hundred  yards,  but  had 
no  sooner  opened  than  we  were  fired  upon  by 
a  masked  battery,  two  hundred  yards  from  onr 
right  flank,  and  by  one  one  thousand  yards  from 
and  south-west  of  us,  and  by  another  on  the  left 
flank  of  Liddell's  brigade.  The  effect  of  oor 
fire  was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  but  we 
were  forced  to  leave  tiie  ground,  as  the  advance 
of  a  line  of  the  enemy  at  a  double-quick  on  the 
left  flank  of  Liddell's  brigade,  togethOT  ^*  *^ 
artillery  fire  made  the  position  untex^)lie*   ^^ 
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order  was  given  to  the  artillery  not  to  retire  tiQ 
the  last  moment,  norimtil  the  mfantry  had  fallen 
back.  The  artiJlery  reached  the  base  of  the 
hill,  when,  being  flanked  by  the  Federals  and  a 
horse  shot  down  in  a  gun  of  both  Fowler's  bat- 
tery and  the  Washington  light  artillery  com- 
pany, Lietitenant  Shannon  caiied  upon  Captain 
Fletcher,  of  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  who  ral- 
lied a  few  men  and  secured  both  pieces,  which 
were  soon  afterwards  taken  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  a  gun  was 
ordered  by  General  Liddell  to  the  position  occu- 
pied by  us  on  the  previous  evening,  and  soon 
afteorwards  both  Fowler's  battery  and  the 
Washington  light  artillery  were  ordered  to  the 
same  place.  It  soon  being  discovered  we  had 
no  enemy  in  our  front,  the  command  moved  on 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  latter  place.  A  report  of  the 
casualties  in  the  artillery  of  the  aivision  has 
been  forwarded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chables  Swett, 
G^Matn  and  Acting  Chtof  of  ArtUlory,  LlddeU's  Dlyisloa 


Doo.  42. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  STONE  RIVEB.' 
MAJOB43ENERAL  MoOOOK'S  aEPORI. 

BMAWtOAXBKBB  BSOKt  WiSQ  FOURHKHTH  ABMT  COSn,) 

Iv  Camp  Two  amd  a  haw  Mobi  South  op  >■ 

MmsBEBBORO,  TKcnBasBt,  January  8, 1868.  j 

Mqjar  C.  Ooddard,  Chief  of  Stcff: 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders 
from  the  Greneral  commanding,  received  at  my 
camp  on  Mill  Creek,  five  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1862,  I 
put  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps 
m  motion  toward  Nolensville,  Tennessee. 

The  First  division,  Brigadier-General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  commanding,  marched  ^t  six  a.  m.,  upon 
the  Edmonson  pike,  with  orders  to  move  upon 
that  road  to  Prim's  blacksmith's  shop,  whence 
it  was  to  march  direct,  by  a  country  road,  to 
Nolensville. 

The  Third  division,  Brigadier-General  Philip 
H.  Sheridan  commanding,  also  marched  at  six 
A.  M.,  and  hpon  the  direct  road  to  Nolensville. 

The  Second  division,  Brigadier-Qeneral  R.  W. 
Johnson  commanding  (the  reserve  of  the  right 
wing),  followed  the  Third  division  upon  the 
direct  road. 

The  advance  guard  of  Generals  Davis'  and 
Sheridan's  columns,  encountered  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry about  two  miles  beyond  our  picket  line. 
There  was  continuous  skirmishing  witii  the 
enemy  until  the  heads  of  these  columns  reached 
Nolensville. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  stand  in  a  defile  and  upon  a 
range  of  hills  that  cross  the  turnpike  at  this 
point,  lining  the  slopes  with  skirmishers  and 

•  See  pag«  118  Doooments  Beb«Uion  Record,  Volume  6. 


placing  a  six-gun  battery  on  a  commanding  posi- 
tion, endeavoring  to  repel  our  advance. 

They  were  attacked  in  front  and  their  posi- 
tion handsomely  turned,  by  General  (Colonel) 
Carlin's  brigade  of  Davis*  division,  capturing 
one  piece  of  their  artillery  and  several  pris- 
oners. After  taking  possession  of  the  defile 
and  hills,  the  command  was  encamped. 

On  the  night  of  this  day,  I  Vas  visited  by 
the  General  commanding,  who  eave  me  verbal 
orders  to  move  forward  in  me  morning  to 
Triune,  seven  miles  distant,  and  attack  Hardee's 
corps,  supposed  to  be  quartered  at  that  place. 
At  this  place  I  was  joined  by  Brigadier-Grcneral 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  CavcOry,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  regiments  and  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavabry. 

Preparations  were  made  to  move  forward  at 
daylight,  the  cavalry  under  General  Stanley  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  Second  division  under 
General  Johnson. 

It  having  rained  all  the  day  previous  and  the 
entire  night,  there  was  a  deep  fog,  which  pre- 
vented our  seeing  one  hundred  and  fifty  ydxda 
in  any  direction.  % 

The  columns  having  moved  about  two  miles 
to  the  front,  they  again  encountered  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery. 
The  fog  at  this  time  being  so  thick  that  friend 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  and  our 
cavUry  being  fired  upon  by  our  infantry  skir- 
mishers on  the  flanks — ^the  enemy  being  con- 
versant with  the  ground,  my  troops  strangers  to 
it,  and,  from  prisoners  captured,  having  learned 
that  Hardee's  corps  had  been  in  line  of  battie 
since  night  before.  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
advance  until  the  fog  lifted.  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  halt  until  the  work  could  be  done 
imderstandingly.  The  fog  having  lifted  at  one 
6'clock  p.  M.,  an  advance  was  immediately 
ordered,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  before  us. 

On  nearing  Triune,  we  found  that  the  main 
portion  of  the  forces  had  retired,  leaving  a  bat- 
tery of  six  pieces,  supported  by  cavalry,  to 
contest  the  crossing  of  Wilson's  Creek,  which 
has  steep  and  bluff  hanks. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge,  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  it  could  be  crossed.  On 
the  approach  of  our  skirmishers,  the  battery, 
with  the  cavalry,  took  flight  down  the  Eagles- 
ville  road.  It  now  being  nearly  dark,  and  a 
severe  and  driving  rain-storm  blowing,  they 
were  pursued  no  fturther. 

Johnson's  division  crossed,  and  camped  be- 
yond Wilson's  Creek,  repairing  the  destroyed 
oridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  I  or- 
dered out  a  strong  reconnoisaance,  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  WiUich,  to  learn 
whether  the  enemy  had  retired  to  Shelb3ryille 
or  Murfreesboro.  Pursuing  seven  miles  down 
the  Shelbyville  road,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  turned  to  the  left,  having  taken  a 
dirt  road  which  led  to  the  Salem  pike,  thence  to 
Murfreesboro. 

Leaving  the  Second   brigade  of  Johnson's 
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division  at  Triune,  I  marched  on  the  twenhr-ninth, 
with  my  command,  on  the  Balle  Jack  road, 
toward  Murfreesboro,  the  road  being  ve^  bad, 
and  the  command  did  not  reach  Wilkinson's 
Cross-roads  (five  miles  from  Murfreesboro)  imtil 
late  in  the  evening. 

My  command  was  encamped  in  line  of  battle, 
Sheridan's  on  the  left  or  Wilkinson's  pike, 
Davis'  division  on  the  right  of  the  same  road, 
Woodruff's  brigade  guarding  the  bridge  over 
Overall's  Creek,  and  we  two  brigades  (h  John- 
son's division  watching  the  right 

On  that  evening,  believing  that  the  enemy 
intended  givinz  our  army  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesboro, I  ordered  the  brigade  left  at  Triune 
to  join  the  command  without  delay,  which  it 
did  on  the  thirtieth. 

At  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  thirtieth,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Rosecraos  to  report  in 
person  at  his  headquarters,  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike,  and  arrived  there  at  three  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  M.,  received  m^  instructions,  which 
were  that  the  left  ot  my  hne  should  rest  on  the 
right  of  General  Negley's  division,  and  my  right 
was  to  be  thrown  forward  until  it  became  paral- 
lel, or  nearly  so,  with  Stone  River,  the  extreme 
right  to  rest  on  or  near  the  Franklin  road. 

M^  entire  command  advanced  at  nine  and  a 
half  o'clock,  and  Sheridan's  division  moving 
down  the  Wilkinson  tiumpike,  imtil  its  advance 
encotmtered  the  enemy's  pickets. 

The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  the  left  of 
Sheridan's  division  resting  upon  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  immediately  upon  General  Negley's  right 
The  remainder  of  Sheridan's  division  was  de- 
ployed to  the  right,  the  line  running  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  Davis'  division,  which  had 
already  been  deployed,  moved  up,  his  left  rest- 
ing upon  Sheridan's  right,  Johnson's  division 
bemg  held  in  reserve.  Our  front  was  covered 
with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  who  soon  be- 
came sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters and  skinnishers. 

The  line  moved  forward,  but  slowly,  as  the 
enemy  contested  stubbornly  every  inch  of  ground 
gained  by  us.  The  ground  was  very  favorable 
to  them.  They  were  imder  cover  of  heavy 
woods  and  cedar  thickets.  At  twelve  o'clock  m. 
on  the  thirtieth,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Harding 
came  within  our  Hues.  From  that  point  I  ascer- 
tained where  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  was — 
our  skirmishers  being  then  about  five  hundred 
yards  distant  from  it 

The  right,  under  General  Davis,  moved  hand- 
somely, but  slowly,  into  position,  as  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  to  march  was  hotly  contested 
by  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  word  was  sent  to  Greneral 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavahy,  that  Colonel 
Zahu,  commanding  three  regiments  of  cavalry 
on  my  right  flank,  was  hard  pressed  by  a  supe- 
rior force.  .  I  ordered  one  brigade  of  my  reserve 
division  to  report  to  General  Stanlev,  who  con- 
ducted it  to  tiie  Franklin  road.  On  his  approach, 
the  enemy  pressing.  Colonel  Zahn  retired,  and  the 
brigade  was  ordered  back  to  its  former  position. 


At  two  o'clock  p.  Ji.,  a  citizen,  residing  on  the 
Franklin  road,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  was  put  under  gnard 
by  General  Stanley.    He  reported  as  follows: 

"  I  was  up  to  the  enemy's  Kne  of  battle  twice 
yesterday,  and  once  this  morning,  to  get  some 
stock  taken  from  me.  The  enemy's  troops  are 
posted  in  the  following  manner :  The  ripit  of 
Cheatham's  division  rests  on  the  Wilkinson  pike. 
Withers  is  on  Cheatham's  left,  witii  his  left  rest- 
ing on  the  Franklin  road.  Hardee's  corps  is 
entirely  beyond  that  road,  his  right  restii^  on 
that  road,  and  his  left  extendi^  toward  the 
Salem  pike."  ' 

This  man  was  immediately  sent  to  the  General 
commandipg,  and  subsequently  returned  to  me 
with  the  report  that  his  information  had  been 
received. 

I  also  sent  a  report  to  the  Cteneral  command- 
ing, by  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Horace  N.  ¥^er,  that 
the  right  of  my  line  rested  directly  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  centre.  This  made  me  anxious  for 
my  right  All  my  division  conmianders  were 
immediatelv  informed  of  this  fact,  and  two  bri- 
gades of  the  reserve  division,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Generals  Willich  and  Kirk,  two  of 
the  best  and  most  experienced  Brigadiers  in  the 
army,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line,  to 
protect  the  right  flank,  and  guard  against  sor- 
prise  there. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M,,  I  received  an  order  from 
the  General  commanding  to  have  large  md  ex- 
tended camp-fires  built  on  my  right,  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  making  them  believe  we  were  mass- 
ing troops  there.  This  order  was  communicated 
to  General  Stanley,  conmiandiiig  cavabr,  and 
carried  into  execution  by  Major  R.  H.  Nodine, 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Engineer  Officer  on  niy 
staff. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  ihe  order  of 
battle  was  nearly  parallel  with  that  of  the  enem^, 
my  right  slightly  refused,  and  Hne  of  battfe  m 
two  Imee. 

Two  brigades  of  the  reserve  reinforoed  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  the  Third  brigade  of  the 
reserve  was  posted  in  column  about  dght  him- 
dred  yards  in  rear  of  the  right  On  the  evaiing 
of  the  thirtieth,  Sheridan's  left  rested  on  the 
Wilkinson  road,  and  on  the  right  of  Negley's 
division,  and  the  line  then  ran  in  a  south-easteny 
direction,  through  a  cedar  thicket^  until  Geoeral 
Davis' right  rested  near  the  Franklin  road.  Eliik's 
brigade  was  on  Davis'  right  Willidi's  brigade 
flanked  on  a  line  nearlv  perpendicular  to  the 
main  line,  forming  a  crocnet  to  the  rear,  to  avoid 
the  possibUities  of  my  right  being  toraed  by 
an3rthing  like  an  equal  force.  My  line  was  a 
strong  one,  open  ground  in  front  for  a  short  dis- 
tance. M^  instructions  for  ihe  following  day 
were  received  at  about  six  and  a  half  o^dio<^  r. 
M.  on  the  thirtieth,  which  were  as  (bOows: 

^  Take  strong  position ;  if  the  enemj  attu^ 
you,  fall  back  dowly,  refusing  your  right,  cou* 
testing  the  ground  inch  by  inch.  If  the  sDemy 
do  not  attack  you,  you  will  attach  tfaem,  not 
vigorously,  but  warmly.    The  time  of  attack  by 
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you  to  be  deaignated  by  the  General  commands 

I  was  also  informed  that  Crittenden's  corps 
would  move,  simultaneously  with  my  attack, 
into  Murfreesboro'. 

Written  instructions  were  sent  by  me  to  each 
diviaion  commander,  on  the  night  of  &e  tliir- 
tietii,  ojqtlaining  to  eadi  what  would  be  required 
of  them  on  the  thirty-first 

At  about  six  and  half  o'clock  on  the  thirty- 
firsty  a  determined,  heavy  attack  was  made  on 
Kirk's  and  WiUich's  brigades,  on  the  extreme 
right  They  were  attacked  by  such  an  over- 
whelming force,  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall 
back. 

General  Kirk  being  seriously  wovnded  at  the 
first  fire  upon  his  main  line,  (General  WiUich 
having  his  horse  killed  early  in  the  action,  and 
he  ialang  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  two 
brigades  were  deprived  of  their  immediate  com- 
manders, and  gave  way  in  confusion.  Colonel 
Post's  brigade,  on  the  ri^ht  of  Davis'  division, 
and,  in  fact,  my  entire  hne  to  Sheridim's  left, 
was,  almost  simultaneously,  attacked  by  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  in  front  of  Davis 
imd  Sheridan  was  repulsed  several  times ;  and 
had  not  the  heavy  attacking  columns  of  the  ene- 
my on  my  right  succeeded  so  well,  my  line  could 
have  been  maintained,  and  the  enemy  driven 
back  to  his  barricades,  which  extended  from  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  with  but  a  short  interval,  thrse- 
fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin  road. 
General  Sheridan's  division  was  ably  manoeuvred 
by  him,  imder  my  own  eye. 

As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  my  lines 
would  be  compelled  to  give  way,  orders  were 
given  to  re-form  my  line  in  the  first  skirt  of 
timber,  in  ihe  rear  of  my  first  position.'  The 
enemy  advancing  so  rapidly  on  my  ri^ht,  I 
found  this  impossible,  and  changed  the  pomt  of 
re-forming  my  line  to  the  high  ground  in  rear  of 
the  Wilkinson  pike. 

Movii^  to  the  left  of  my  Kne,  and  in  rear 
of  Sheridan's  (tivision,  I  here  met  General  Rous- 
seau, in  a  cedar-wood,  poetmg  his  division  to 
repel  the  attack.  I  then  ordered  mv  Une  to  fall 
still  further  back,  and  form  on  the  right  of 
Rousseau.  I  gave  GeneralJohnson  orders,  in 
person,  lo  form  his  division  in  rear  of  Rous- 
seau; Rousseau's  division  having  been  with- 
drawn to  the  open  ^ound  in  rear  of  the  eedar- 
woods,  the  last  position  became  untenable,  and 
mv  troops  were  retired  to  the  Nashville  pike, 
wbere  my  wing,,  except  Shaeffer's  brigade  of 
Sheridan's  division,  was  reassembled  and  replsD- 
ithed  with  ammunition.  On  arriving  at  the  pike, 
I  found  Colonel  Harker's  brigade,  of  Wood's 
division,  retiring  befoi:e  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Roberts'  bri- 
gade, of  Sheridan's  division,  to  advanee  into  a 
cedar-wood,  and  charge  the  enemy  uMi  drive 
him  back.  Although  this  brigade  was  reduced 
in  numbers,  and  having  but  two  rounds  of  car- 
tridges, it  advanced  to  the  charge,  imder  ^e 
gallant  Colonel  Bradley,  driving  the  enemv  back 
with  the  bco^onet,  capturing  two  gxuis  ana  forty 
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Srisoners,  and  securing  our  communication  on 
le  Murfreesboro  pike  at  this  point  This  bri- 
gade is  composed  of  the  Twen^-second,  Fort^- 
second,  Tweuty-soveuth,  and  Fifty-first  Illinois. 
The  Twenty<4eventh  particularly  distinguished 
itself. 

About  eleven  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  Colonel  Moses  B. 
Walk^'s  brigade  arrived  upon  the  field,  and 
reported  to  me  for  duty.  Taev  were  assigned 
to  General  Sheridan's  commana,  to  whose  report 
I  refer  for  the  good  conduct  of  this  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty-first,  me  right 
wing  assumed  a  strong  position ;  its  left,  com- 
post of  Walker's  bngade,  resting  near  a 
commanding  knoll,  the  line  running  nearly 
north-west  along  the  slope  of  a  rid^e,  covered 
with  cedar  growth,  the  right  restmg  on  the 
Murfreesboro  pike.  On  the  slope  strong  barri- 
cades were  erected,  which  could  have  been  well 
defended  by  single  lines.  The  second  line, 
Gibson's  bri^de  (late  Willich's),  was  used  as  a 
reserve.  Tbe  right  wing,  excepting  Davis' 
division  and  Gil)son's  brigade,  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  general  engagements  after  the 
thirty-first  There  was  constant  skirmishing  in 
my  front  tiH  the  night  of  the  third* 

On  the  fourth,  the  enemy  left  his  position  in 
front  of  the  right  t^d  evacuated  Murfreesboro 
^e  night  of  the  same  day.  On  the  sixth,  the 
right  wing  marched  to  i%  present  camp,  two 
miles  and  a  hdf  south  of  Murfreesboro,  on  the 
Shelb3rville  pike. 

The  reports  of  (Generals  Johnson,  Davis,  and 
Sheridan,  division  commanders,  are  herewith 
inclosed.  Accompanying  General  Johnson's 
report,  you  will  find  the  reports  of  the  brigade, 
regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  carefully 
prepared. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  account  of  the 
commanding  Gkneral's  dispatch  to  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  also  from  erroneous  reports  sent  to 
the  public  by  newsps^er  correspondents.  The 
attention  of  the  General  commanding  is  particu- 
larlv  called  to  the  reports  of  Colonels  Gibson  and. 
Dodge ;  also,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones'  report, 
who  commanded  the  pickets  in  front  of  Wilhch's 
brigade. 

^ptain  Edgarton,  commanding  battery  of 
Kirk  s  brigade,  certainly  was  guilty  of  a  great 
error  in  taking  even  a  part  ef  ms  horses  to 
water  at  such  an  hour.  He  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  therefore  no  report  can  be  had 
from  him  at  present 

In  a  strict  compliance  with  my  orders,  and  the 
knowledge  I  possessed  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  communicated  to  my  sime- 
rior  and  the  Generals  under  my  command,  I 
could  not  have  made  a  better  disposition  of  my 
troops. 

On  subsequent  examination  of  the  field,,  I 
found  the  statements  of  the  citizens  referred  to 
in  my  report  correoL  as  the  barricades  extended 
fully  three-fourths  oi  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin 
road.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  Hardee's  corps, 
supported  by  McCown's  division  (late  of  Kirbv 
Smith's  corps),  attacked  Kirk's  and  Willidrs 
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brigade  about  the  same  time  Withers*  division 
att^ked  Davis,  and  Cheatham's  division  attacke'd 
Sheridan.  Cheatham's  and  Withers*  divisions 
compose  Polk's  corps. 

I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  line 
when  this  attack  commenced ;  therefore  I  did 
not  see  all  of  the  colomns  that  attacked  and 
turned  my  rieht ;  but  it  mav  be  safely  estimated 
that  the  rebel  foroe  outnumbered  ours  three  to 
one. 

After  leaving  my  line  of  battle,  the  ground  in 
the  rear  was,  first,  open  fields ;  second,  woods 
— ^then  a  dense  c^ar-tliicket ;  and  over  sudi 
ground  it  was  almost  impossible  for  troops  to 
retire  in  good  order,  particularly  wlien  assailed 
by  superior  numbers. 

My  ammunition  train,  under  charge  of  my 
efficient  ordnance  officer,  Captain  Gates  P.  Thurs- 
ton, First  Ohio,  was  at  an  early  hour  ordered  to 
take  a  position  in  the  rear  of  ftie  centre  of  my 
line.  It  was  then  attacked  by  the  cavalry, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
H.  Pease,  of  Qieneral  Davis'  staff,  and  Captain  G. 
P.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer. 

The  train  was  conducted  safely  to  the  Nash- 
ville pike  by  Captain  Thurston,  cutting  a  road 
through  the  cedar-wood  for  the  passage  of^the 
train. 

To  Brigadiers  R.  W.  Johnson,  Philip  H.  Sher- 
idan, and  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  I  retutn  my  thanks,  for 
their  gaUant  conduct  upon  the  day  of  the  battle, 
and  for  their  prompt  support  and  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  during  their  service  in  the 
right  wing.  I  comm^id  them  to  my  superiors 
and  my  country. 

To  Brigadi|r-G«neral  D.  8.  Stanley  my  thuiks 
are  particularlv  due.  He  commanded  my  ad- 
vance from  NolensvUle,  and  directed  the  cavahry 
on  my  right  flank.  A  report  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  cavalry  will  be  furnished  by 
Greneral  Stanley.  I  commend  him  to  my  supe- 
riors and  my  country. 

For  the  partionlar  instances  of  good  conduct 
of  individuals,  I  refer  you  to  Hie  reports  of 
division  commanders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  my  superiors  to  the  oonspicuous  es^ntry 
and  untiring  zeal  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Gibson,  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  He  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  WilHch's  brigade,  and  was 
ever  prompt  to  dash  upon  the  enemy  with  his 
gallant  brigade  when  opportunitv  permiMed.  I 
Eave  repeateifly  recommended  him  for  promo- 
tion. He  has  again  won  additional  clsdms  to  hiib 
reward. 

Colonel  Harker^  commandine  a  brigade  of 
Wood's  division,  performed  gaUant  service  un- 
der my  supervision,  as  also  did  Colonel  Fyffe,  of 
the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio.  They  are  commended  to 
my  superiors. 

To  my  staff— LieutenanMolonel  E.  Bassett 
Langdon,  Inspector-General;  Major  R.  H.  No- 
dine,  Engineer  Officer;  Major  J:  A.  Campbell, 
AJBsistant  Adjutant-General;  Captain  Gates  P. 
Thurston,  Ordnance  Officer;  Captain  B.  D.  Wil- 


liams, Aid-de-Camp ;  Captain  J.  F.  Boyd,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster ;  Captain  0.  F.  Bli^e,  Provost 
Marshal ;  Major  Caleb  bates,  Yohmteer  iid-de- 
Oamp ;  Captain  Horace  N.  Fisher,  Yolmiteer 
Aid-de-Camn  and  Topographioal  Ei^ine^-Hny 
thanks  are  due  for  vbei  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  intelligence  on  the  field. 

My  esG^,  under  command  of  Lieutemnt 
Huckston,  Second  Kentuc^  Cavalry,  and  my 
orderhes  behaved  gaUantly.  When  my  horse 
was  shot,  Ord^y  Cook,  of  the  Second  Indiana 
cavalry,  replaced  him  wi^  his  own. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps  were  erer 
ready  to  perfinrm  any  aerviee  in  their  line,  or  as 
Aids. 

The  report  of  Surgeon  C.  McDermot,  the  Med- 
ical Director  of  the  right  wing,  is  also  submitted. 
Surgeon  McDermot's  gaMaittnr  on  the  fieli,  and 
his  great  care  of  the  wovnded,  is  worthy  of 
great  praise.  My  entire  medical  corps  b^ved 
nobly,  except  Assistant  Suigeon  W.  8.  Fish,  of 
the  Third  Indiana  cavahry,  wbo  fled  toNaA- 
ville.    He  is  recommended  for  dismissal. 

The  casualties  of  n^  wing  are  five  hundred 
and  forty  killed,  and  two  thousaiMl  two  hundred 
and  thirty-foor  wounded. 

The  nation  is  again  called  upon  to  mourn  tiie 
loss  of  gaUant  spirits  who  feu  upon  the  san- 
guinary field. 

First  of  these,  Mgadier^G«neral  J.  W.  Sill, 
commanding  First  brigade.  Third  division.  He 
was  noble,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  brave  to  a  fault  He  had  no  ambi- 
tion save  to  serve  his  oountry.  He  died  a  Chris- 
tian soldier,  and  in  the  act  of  repulsing  the  en- 
emy. 

Such  names  as  Roberts,  Shaefier,  HarrisoD, 
Stem,  Williams,  Reed,  Houssam,  Drake,  Wooe- 
ter,  and  McKee,  all  fidd  officem,  and  many  other 
commissioned  officers,  of.  the  right  wing,  who 
fell  vindicating  their  flag,  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten by  a  grateful  country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
A.  McD.  MoCooK, 
M^for^taBenl  UnltodSUtas  VotaMOL 

MAJOR-OENERi^  THOMAS' BVQKL 

HKADQUABTzits  CpfntB  FouKTieimru  Army  Oops,      1^ 

McBWBTWiBo,  Jnnsry  U,186|.> 

Mqfor  a  Qoddard,  AcffvUmt-GeHerai  (md  (^ 
qfStqf: 

Majos  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  me 
Major-^neral  commandkig  the  Department  of 
th»  Cumberland,  the  following  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  that  part  of  ray  command  winch 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone  Riv«r,  m 
front  of  Murfreeeboro.  •  It  is  proper  to  state 
here,  that  two  br^ades  of  Fry's  division,  and 
Revnolds*  entire  division,  were  detained  near 
Gallatin  and  Mong  the  Louisville  and  Karinr^ 
railroad,  to  watdi  the  ihovements  of  the  rw 
leader,  Morgan,  who  had  been,  for  a  long  time, 
on  the  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  destroy  the 
railroad. 

Rousseau's,  Ne^ey's,  and  Mitdidrt  diviaiona, 
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nd  "Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  division,  were 
oricentrated  at  NashvUle ;  but  Mitchell's  divis- 
^n  \>eing  required  to  garrison  Nashville,  mv 
.Tily  avaUable  force  was  Rousseau's  aud  Negle^  s 
1 1  visions,  and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  divis- 
on,  about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
aiuet^''-five  (13,395)  eftective  men. 

Dsooubw  961 
Negley's  division,  followed  by  Rousseau*8  di- 
vision and  Walker's  brigade,  marched  by  the 
Franklin  pike  to  fi^ntwood,  at  that  point  taking 
the  Wilson  pike.    Negley  and  Rousseau  were  to 
have  encamped  for  &e  night  at  Owen's  store. 
On  reaching  the  latter  place,  Negley,  hearing 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Noleasville,  left 
Yua  train  with  a  guard  to  foUow,  and  pushed 
forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Briga- 
dier-General J.  C.  Davis'  commancl,  the  advance 
divifiiou  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  be- 
come hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in 
Nolens viUe  and  in  the  pass  through  the  hills 
south  of  that  village.  Rousseau  encamped,  with 
his  division,  at  Owen's  store,  and  Walker,  with 
his  brigade,  at  Brentwood.    During  the  night  a 
heavy  rain  feH,  making  the  cross-road  almost 
impassable,  and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the 
twenty-seventh  that  Rousseau  reached  Nolens^ 
ville   with   his  troops  and  train.    Negley  re- 
mained at  NolensviUe  until  ten  ▲.  .m.  on   the 
twenty-seventh,  when,  having  brought  his  train 
across  from  Wilson's  pike,  ho  moved  to  the  east, 
over  an  exceedingly  rough  by-road,  to  the  right 
of  Crittenden,  at  Stewartsboro,  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike.     Walker,  by  my  orders,  retraced  his 
steps'  Crom  Brentwood  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Noiensville  pike. 

December  88. 
Negley  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro, 
bringing  his  train  from  Hie  rear.  Rousseau  reach- 
ed Stewartsboro  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth.    BUs  train  arrived  early  next  day. 

December  20i 
Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  Greek, 
two  miles  soutii-west  and  above  the  Turnpike 
Bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head  and 
ri^t  flank  of  Crittenden's  corps,  whieh  moved, 
by  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  to  a  point  within  two 
miles  of  Murfreesboro.  The  enemy  fell  back 
before  our  advance,  ooatestuig  the  ground  ob- 
Btinately  with  their  cavalry  reae-gui^. 

Bonssoan  remained  in  ca^p  at  Stewartsboro, 
detaching  Starkweather's  bngade,  with  a  sec- 
tion of  artiUery,  to  the  Je£ferson  pike  crosMng 
of  Stone  River,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  Aat  direction.  Walker  reached  Stew- 
tftBboro,  from  the  NolensviHe  pike  about  dark. 

.  Daoomber  SO. 
A  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over 
four  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
W,  attacked  Starkweather  a^out  nine  ▲.  m.,  but 
were  soon  driven  off.  The  enemy  opened  a 
J^Tiak  fire  on  Crittenden's  advance,  domg  but 
utde  ozecution,  however,  about  seven  a.  m. 
During  the  morning,  Negley's  division  was  ob- 


liqued to  the  right,  and  took  up  a  position  on 
the  right  of  P^mer's  division  of  (>ittenden's 
corps,  and  was  then  advanced  through  a  dense 
cedar  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  in  width, 
to  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  driving  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  steadily,  and  wiib  considerable  loss. 
Our  loss  comparative^  small.  About  noon, 
Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corps,  ap- 
proached by  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  joined 
Negley's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions 
coming  up  on  Sheridan's  right,  thus  forming  a 
continuous  line,  the  left  resting  on  Stone  River, 
the  right  stretching  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
resting  on  high  wooded  ground,  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  south  of  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road, 
and  has  since  been  ascertained,  nearly  parallel 
with  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  thrown  up  on 
the  sloping  land  bordering  on  the  north-west 
bank  of  Stone  River.  Rousseau's  division  (with 
the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade)  being 
ordered  up  from  Stewartsboro,  reached  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  army  about  four  p.  m.,  and 
bivouacked  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  in  the  rear 
of  the  centre.  During  the  night  of  the  thirtieth, 
I  sent  orders  to  Walker  to  take  up  a  strong 
position  near  the  tumi)ike  bridge  over  Stewart's 
Creek,  and  defend  the  position  against  any 
attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavahry  to  destroy  it 
Rousseau  was  ordered  to  move  by  six  a.  m.,  on 
the  thirty-first,  to  a  positaon  in  rear  of  Negley. 
This  position  placed  his  division  with  its  left  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  its  right  extending 
int<j  the  cedar  thicket,  through  which  Negley 
had  marched  on  the  thirtieth. 

In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bordering  a  large 
open  field,  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber  extended  in  a  soutiierly 
direction  toward  the  river.  Across  the  field, 
running  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  riflo-pits  at  intervals  from  the  timber 
to  the  river  bank  to  the  east  side  of  the  turn- 
pike. Along  this  line  of  intrenchments,  on  an 
eminence  about  eight  hundred  yards  from  Neg- 
ley's position,  and  nearly  in  front  of  his  left, 
some  cannon  had  been  pktced,  affording  the  ene- 
my great  advastage  iir  covering  an  attack  on  our 
centre.  However,  Pdmer,  Negley,  and  Sheri- 
dan held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  man- 
fully won  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  against 
every  attempt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained 
in  line  of  battle  during  the  night 

Deoember  81. 

Between  six  and  seven  a.  m.,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing massed  a  heavy  force  on  McCook's  right 
during  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  attacked  and 
drove  it  back,  pushing  his  divisions  in  pursuit 
in  echelon,  and  in  supporting  distance,  until  he 
had  gained  sufficient  ground  m  our  rear  to  wheel 
his  masses  to  the  right,  and  throw  them  upon 
the  ri^ht  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same  moment 
attacking  N^ey  and  Palmer  in  front  with  a 
greatly  superior  force.  To  counteract  this  move- 
ment,! had  ordered  Rousseau  to  place  two  brig- 
ade^ with  a  battery,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Sheri- 
dan's division,  facing  toward  the  west,  so  as  to 
support  Sheridan,  should  he  be  able  to  hold  his 
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ground,  or  to  cover  him,  should  he  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  About  eleven  o'clock,  General 
Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  his  ammunition 
was  entirely  out,  and  he  would  be  compelled  to 
fall  back  to  get  more.  As  it  became  necessary 
for  General  Sheridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemv 
pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took 
up  a  position  which  gave  them  a  concentrated 
cross-nre  of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Negley's 
and  Rousseau's  troops,  at  short  range.  This 
compelled  me  to  fall  back  out  of  the  cedar- 
woods,  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  depression  in 
the  open  ground,  within  eood  musket  range  of 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  while  the  artillery  was 
retired  to  the  high  grotmd  to  the  right  of  the 
tximpike.  From  this  last  position,  we  were 
enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  cover  the 
formation  of  our  troops  and  secure  the  centre 
on  the  high  ground.  In  the  execution  of  this 
last  movement,  the  regular  brigade,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Shepara,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  came  under  a  most  murderous  fire, 
losing  twenty-two  officers  and  five  hundred  and 
eight  men  in  killed  and  wounded ;  but,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  (John) 
brigades,  and  Guenther's  and  Loomis'  batteries, 
gallantly  held  its  ground  against  overwhelming 
odds.  The  centre  having  succeeded  in  driving 
back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  our  artillery, 
concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar-thicket  on  our 
right,*  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from 
which,  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make 
any  advance. 

Januuy  1, 1863. 

Repeated  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to  advance  on  our  position,  during  Uie  morning, 
but  they  were  driven  back  beiore  emerging 
from  the  woods.  Colonel  Starkweather's  bri- 
gade, of  Rousseau's  division,  and  Walker's  bri- 
gade, of  Fry's  division,  having  reinforced  us 
during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Rous- 
seau, and  left  of  Sheridan,  and  bore  their  share 
in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  or  the  first  instant 

Negley's  divison  was  ordered,  early  in  the 
day^  to  the  support  of  McCook's  ^ight,  in  which 
position  it  remained  during  the  nignt 

JaoTutry  & 
About  seven  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  a  direct 
and  cross-fire  from  his  batteries  in  our  front,  and 
from  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  River, 
to  our  left  and  front,  at  the  same  time  making  a 
strong  demonstration  with  infiemtry,  resulting, 
however,  in  no  serious  attack.  Oiur  artiUeir — 
Loomis',  Guenther's,  Stokes',  and  another  bat- 
teiT — ^the  commander^  name  I  can  not  now  re- 
call— soon  drove  back  their  infantry.  Negley 
was  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right,  and 
placed  in  reserve  behind  Crittenden's  right. 
About  four  p.  M.,  a  division  of  Crittenden*«  com- 
mand, which  had  crossed  Stone  River  to  recon- 
noitre, was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  gallant  resistance, 
compelled  to  fall  back.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  having  been  observed,  and  reported  by  | 


some  of  my  troops  in  the  centre,  I  sent  orders 
to  Negley  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Critten- 
den's troops,  should  they  want  help.  This  order 
was  obeyed  in  a  most  gallant  style,  and  resulted 
in  the  complete  annihi&tion  of  &e  Twenty-sixth 
Tennessee  (rebel)  regiment,  and  the  capture  of 
their  flag.  Also,  in  the  capture  of  a  battery, 
which  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  abandon 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  (See  Negley's 
report) 

Juuiiyl. 

Soon  after  daylight,  the  Forty-second  Indiana, 
on  picket  in  a  clump  of  woods  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  was  attacked 
by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  evidentlj^  by  superior 
numbers,  and  driven  in,  with  considerable  Joss. 
Lieutenant>€olonel  Shanklin,  commanding  the 
repiment,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
while  gallantly  endeavoring  to  draw  ofiTnis  men, 
under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers.  From 
these  woods,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  con- 
tinued to  fire  occasionally  during  tiie  day,  on  our 
pickets. 

About  six  p.  M.,  two  regiments  from  Oobnd 
John  Beatty's  brigade,  Rousseau^  division,  co- 
operating with  two  re^ments  of  Spears'  P'en- 
nessee)  brigade,  of  N^ley's  division,  covered 
by  the  skiuul  and  wefi-directed  ftre  of  Guen- 
ther's Fifth  United  States  artillery,  and  Loomis' 
First  Michigan  battery,  advanced  on  the  woods 
and  drove  the  enemy,  not  only  from  its  cover, 
but  from  the  intrefichments,  a  short  distusoe 
beyond. 

The  enemv  having  repeated  during  tiie  ni|;ht 
of  the  third,  our  troops  w^re  occupied  donne 
the  night  of  the  fourth  in  burying  the  dead  kll 
on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon,  one  brigade  of 
Neeley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing 
of  Stone  River,  with  a  brigade  of  Rousseau  s 
division  in  supporting  distance,  in  reserve. 

My  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stanley's 
cavaJry,  marched  into  Murfreesboro  and  took 
up  the  position  whioh  we  now  h<^  The  ene- 
my's rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  overt^en  on  the 
Shelbyville  and  Manchester  roeds,  about  five 
nules  from  Murfreesboro,  and  aftor  sharp  skir- 
mishing for  two  or  three  hours,  was  drrren  from 
our  immediate  front 

The  conduct  of  n^  eomnmad,  from  the  tase 
the  army  left  Nashville  to  its  entry  into  Unr- 
freesboro,  is  deserving  of  liie  highest  praise, 
both  for  tlieir  patient  endoranoe  of  the  £itkiMS 
and  discomforts  of  a  five  days'  batUe.  and  for 
the  manly  si>irit  exhibited  by  meai  in  the  varioof 
phases  in  this  memorable  contest  I  refer  yo« 
to  the  detailed  reperts  oi  division  oemmtDder^ 
for  special  mention  of  those  officers  and  men  of 
their  commands  whose  conduct  they  thoogbt 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  sta£^  Major  G.  & 
Flynt,  Aseistasit  ^^yutant-General ;  Ueutenant- 
Cobnel  A.  Von  Sohrader,  Seventy-fourth  (Muo, 
Acting  Inspector-General ;  Captain  0.  A.  Mack, 
Thirteenth  United  States  infantry,  acting  Oiiei 
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Gommismry;  and  Oaptain  A.  J.  Macka^,  Chief 
Qnartermaflter,  were  actively  employed  in  carry- 
ing orders  to  yariovs  parts  of  my  command,  and 
in  the  execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  of 
their  office.  Obtain  0.  A.  Mack  was  danger- 
ously wounded  m  the  right  hip  and  abdomen, 
while  conveying  orders  frcnn  me  to  Major-Gen- 
end  Rousseau.  The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps, 
attached  to  my  headquarters,  did  excellent  ser- 
vice in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible ; 
and  as  Aids^e4)amp,  carrying  orders.  My  es- 
oort,  conq>osed  of  a  select  delaal  from  the  First 
(Mo  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Barker, 
of  the  same  regiment;  having  been  on  dutjr  witii 
me  for  nearly  a  year,  deserve  commendation  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate 
duties.  Private  Gusteam  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
shot^  on  the  morning  of  January  second.  Sur- 
geon C.  D.  Beebe  deserves  special  mention  for 
his  efficient  arrangements  for  moving  the  wound- 
ed from  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate 
attention. 

The  details  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying 
reports  of  division  commanders. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gborok  H.  Thomas, 
M^jor-Oenenl,  United  StAtes  Volimteers. 


MAJ0R-6BNVRAL  ORTTTENDEN'S  REPORT. 

HiADQPABnnta  Lm  Wnra, 
MuRPRnoeiBOBO,  Joniuu-y  20, 1868. 


.} 


Lieiaenanl-Colonel  C,  Qoddardy  Chitf  of  Stctf: 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  camp 

near  Nashville  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December, 

and  reached  the  point  where  the  battle  of  Stone 


Murfreesboro  with  one  division,  camping  the 
other  two  outside. 

I  immediately  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and 
the  movement  was  commenced.  General  Wood 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  place,  (General  Palmer 
being  ordered,  at  General  Wood's  suggestion,  to 
keep  m  line  with  Wood's  division,  and  advance 
with  him,  until  he  had  forced  the  passage  of  the 
river.  At  this  time  it  was  dark.  General  Wood 
had  declared,  when  he  received  the  order,  ttiat 
it  was  haearding  a  great  deal  for  very  littie,  to 
move  over  unknown  ground  in  the  night,  in- 
stead of  awaiting  for  daylight,  and  that  fought 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the  or- 
der. I  thought  the  movement  hazardous,  but  as 
the  success  of  the  whole  army  might  depend  on 
the  prompt  execution  of  orders  by  every  officer, 
it  was  my  duty  to  advance.  After  General 
Wood  had  issued  the  order  to  advance,  and 
General  Palmer  had  received  his  also,  they  both 
came  to  see  me,  and  insisted  that  the  order  should 
not  be  carried  out  I  refused  to  rescind  the  or- 
der, but  consented  to  suspend  it  for  one  hour, 
as  General  Rosecrans  could  be  heard  from  in  that 
time.  During  the  interval  the  General  himself 
came  to  the  front,  and  approved  of  what  I  had 
done. 

In  the  meantime.  Colonel  Harker,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  gallantly  crossed  the  river  with  his 
brigade  and  Bradley's  battery,  and  Hascall  was 
already  in  the  river  advancing,  when  the  order 
to  suspend  the  movement  was  received.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  recalled  Harker,  and,  to  my 
great  satisfiiction,  this  able  officer,  with  consum- 
mate address,  withdrew  from  the  actual  presence 
of  a  vastly  superior  force  his  artillery  and  troops, 
and  recrossea  the  river  without  any  serious  loss. 


River  was  fought,  before  dusk  on  the  morning  |  During  the  night  General  McCook  came  over  to 


of  die  twenty-nmth.  The  march  from  Nashville 
was  accompanied  by  the  skirmishing  usual  when 
an  army  moves  toward  an  enemy,  posted  near 
by  and  in  force.  The  gallant  and  handsome 
things  done  by  several  deferent  portions  of  my 
command  during  this  march,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  detail  by  the  immediate  commanders 
conducting  the  advance  and  leading  the  skir- 
mishers. The  seizure  of  two  bridges,  one  by 
General  Hascall,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Hazen ; 
the  gallant  charge  of  the  troops  of  Hascall's 
brigade  at  I^ivergne;  and  the  counter-charge 
and  captnxe  of  twenty-five  of  the  enemy  by  a 
oompaay  of  the  new  regiment.  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  when  charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
are  worthy  of  special  notice. 

It  was  about  dusk,  and  just  at  the  moiaent 
when  Generals  Wood  and  Pahner  had  halted  to 
gather  up  their  troops,  that  I  reached  the  head 
of  my  cQiroaand.  These  two  Genends  had  their 
divisions' in  line  of  battle — General  Wood  on 
the  left,  and  General  Pahner  on  the  right;  the 
enemy  in  sight,  and  evidentiy  in  heavier  force 
than  we  had  yet  encovntered  them,  it  was  evi- 
dent they  intended  to  dispuje  Hie  passage  of 
the  river  and  to  fight  a  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesboro. 

At  this  moment  I  received  an  order  to  occupy 


see  the  commanding  General,  and  reported  that 
he  was  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  about  three  miles 
in  the  rear  of  our  line,  and  that  he  should  ad- 
vance in  the  morning. 

The  next  momine  (the  thirtieth)  early,  my 
line  of  battle  was  formed.  Palmert  division 
occupied  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  tum- 

Eike,  his  right  resting  on  Negley's  left,  Negley 
aving  advanced  into  the  woods  and  taken  a 
position  in  the  centre,  to  take  a  position  with 
General  McCook  when  he  should  come  into 
line.  General  Wood  was  to  occupy  that  part 
of  our  front  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  ex- 
tending down  the  river.  General  Van  Cleve 
was  held  in  reserve  to  the  rear  and  left. 
This  position  of  our  forces  was,  without  mate- 
rial cnange,  maintained  aU  day,  though  the  skir- 
mishing during  part  of  the  day  was  very  heavy, 
partictuariy  on  our  extreme  right,  where  Mc- 
Cook was  coining  up.  Then,  when  it  apparently 
assumed  the  proportion  of  a  batUe,  I  proposed 
to  cross  the  river  with  my  corps,  and  attack 
Murfpsesboro  from  the  left,  by  way  of  the  Leb- 
anon pike ;  but  ths  General,  though  approving 
the  plan  of  attack,  would  not  consent  that  I 
should  move  until  McGook  was  mOre  seriously 
en«iged. 
On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  when  the 
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battle  began,  I  occupied  the  front  near  the  turn- 
pike, General  Palmer's  division  on  the  right, 
General  Wood  on  the  left,  General  Van  Cleve  in 
reserve  to  the  rear  and  left  About  eight  o'clock, 
when  my  troops  under  Van  Cleve  were  crossing 
the  river,  as  ordered,  and  when  all  was  ready 
foi  an  advance  movement,  it  became  evident 
that  our  right  was  being  driven  back ;  orders 
were  received  and  immediately  issued  recalling 
Van  Cleve  and  stopping  the  advance  ;  Van  Cleve 
was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  to  guard  the 
ford — ^Matthews*  brigade.  Colonel  Price  command- 
ing in  Colonel  Matthews  absence,  was  left — and 
to  hurry  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  try  and 
check  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  rear.  One 
brigade  of  his  division,  Colonel  Fyffe's,  had 
already  been  ordered  to  protect  the  train  then 
threatened  near  the  hospital,  and  General  Van 
Geve  moved  at  once  and  quickly  to  the  right 
with  Beattv's  brigade.  He  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely, as  his  own  and  Colonel  Beatty'e  reports 
show,  and  checked  the  enemy.  The  confosion 
of  our  own  troops,  who  were  being  driven  from 
the  woods  at  this  point,  hindered  nim,  for  some 
time,  from  forming  his  men  in  line  of  battle. 
This  difficulty,  however,  was  soon  overcome,  his 
line  rapidly  formed,  and  one  smaU  brigade,  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  Colonel  Beatty,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  Greneral 
Van  Geve,  boldly  attacked  vastly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy  then  advancing  in  full  career, 
checked  their  advance,  and  drove  them  back. 
Being  soon  remforced  by  Fyffe's  brigade  and 
Barker's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division,  the  ene- 
my were  pressed  vigorously,  and  too  fer.  They 
came  upon  ihe  enemv  massed  to  receive  them, 
who,  outnumbering  them  and  outflanking  them, 
compelled  them  to  fall  back  in  turn.  This  they 
did  m  good  order,  and  fighting  with  such  effect 
that  the  enemy  drew  off  and  left  them,  and  they 
were  able  to  hold  their  position  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  From  this  time  me  great 
o^'ect  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  to  break  our 
leu  and  front,  where,  under  great  disadvantages, 
my  two  divisions,  imder  GenenJs  Wood  and  Pal- 
mer, maintained  their  ground. 

When  the  troops  composing  the  centre  and 
right  wing  of  our  anny  had  been  driven  by  tiie 
enemy  from  our  original  line  of  battle  to  a  line 
ahnost  perpendicular  to  it,  the  First  and  Second 
divisions  of  the  left  wing  still  nobly  maintained 
their  position.  Though  several  times  assaulted 
by  the  enemy  in  great  force,  it  was  evident  that 
it  was  vital  to  us  that  this  position  should  be 
held,  at  least  until  our  troops,  who  had  been 
driven  back,  oould  estabUah  themselves  on  their 
new  line.  The  country  is  deeply  indebted  to 
Generab  Wood  and  Palmer  for  the  sound  judg- 
ment, skill,  and  courage  wit^  which  they  man- 
aged their  commands  at  this  important  crisis  in 
the  battle.  The  reports  of  my  divisiom  eoA- 
manders  show  how  nobly  and  how  ably  they 
were  supported  by  their  officers ;  and  the  most 
melancholy  and  convincing  proof  of  the  bravery 
of  all  who  fought  in  this  part  of  the  field  is 
their  terrible  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  for 


with  them  was  no  rout^  no  confusion ;  the  men 
who  feU,  Um  fighting  in  the  ranks. 

Generals  Wood  and  Van  Qeve  l>eing  wounded 
on  the  thirty-first,  their  commands  devolved,  d 
course,  on  other  officers — General  Hascall  tak- 
ing command  of  Wood's  division,  and  Colonel 
Beatty  of  Van  Cleve's,  on  the  first  da^  of  Jai^ 
wuy.  It  was  a  fortunate  thing  that  competent 
and  gallant  officers  took  command  of  these  two 
noble  divisions. 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  conunanding,  I  reunited  mj 
command,  bringing  them  all  tog^er  on  the  left 
of  the  turnpike,  and  before  daylight,  by  <»iler8 
from  the  General  oommanding.  we  look  up  a 
new  line  of  batde,  about  five  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear  of  our  fonaer  line ;  Hascall's  divisioii 
was  ordered  to  reqt  their  right  on  the  position 
occupied  by  Stokes'  battery,  and  his  left  on 
General  Palmer's  right ;  General  Pafaner  wis  to 
rest  his  left  on  the  ford,  his  right  extending 
toward  the  railroad,  and  perpendicular  to  it, 
thus  bringing  the  line  at  right  angles  to  the 
railroad  and  turnpike,  and  extending  frtira 
Stokes'  battery  to  the  ford.  On  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  Jaauary,  Van  Clove's  division  again 
crossed  the  river,  and  took  position  on  ground 
the  General  considered  it  important  we  should 
hold,  extending  from  the  ford  about  half  a  mfle 
from  the  river,  the  ri^ht  resting  on  high  ground 
near  the  river,  and  me  left  thrown  forward,  so 
that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly 
perpendicular  to  it.  These  changes  in  position 
liaving  been  aecompl&ihed,  the  day  passed 
quietly,  except  contuiued  skirmishing  and  oc- 
casional artillery  firing.  The  next  day  (Jan- 
uary second|  large  forces  of  the  enemy's  infan- 
try and  artillery  were  seen  to  pass  to  the  right, 
apparently  contemplating  an  attack.  lieutenant 
Livingston,  with  Drury's  battery,  was  ordered 
over  the  river,  and  Colonel  Grose's  brigade,  of 
Palmer's  division,  was  also  crossed  over,  taking 
post  on  the  hill  near  the  hospitid,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  left  and  rear  of  Beatty's  position. 

About  four  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  sec- 
ond, a  sudden  and  concentrated  attack  was  made 
on  the  Third  division,  now  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Beatty;  several  batteries  <^>ened  at  the 
same  time  on  their  division. 

The  ov^whelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  di- 
rected upon  two  bri^^ades,  forced  them,  after 
a  bloody  but  short  confliot,  baok  to  the  river. 
The  object  of  the  enemy  (it  is  since  ascertained) 
was  to  take  the  battery  which  we  had  on  that 
side  of  the  river  In  this  attempt  it  is  most  likelj- 
they  would  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  soond 
judgment  and  wise  precaution  of  Coloonl  Beatty, 
in  (manging  the  position  of  his  battsfj.  It  was 
so  late  when  the  attack  was  made  duU  die  ene- 
my, failing  in  their  enterprise  to  caytm^  our 
battery,  were  sure  of  not  suffering  any  great 
disaster  in  case  of  a  vepidse,  because  mght 
would  proteel  them.  They  not  only  &iled  to 
capture  our  battery,  but  lost  four  of  dieir  gnus 
in  their  repulse  and  flight  As  soon  as  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  enepiy  were  driving  Col- 
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lel  Beatty,  I  turned  to  mj  Chief  of  Artillery, 
aptain    John     Mendenhall,  and    said,   ''Now, 
[endcnhall,  yon  must  cover  my  men  with  your 
Mmon."      Without  any  show  of  excitement  or 
aBte,  almost  as  soon  as  the  order  was  given, 
le  batteries  began  to  open,  so  perfectly  had  he 
•laced  tUcm.     In  twenty  minutes  from  the  time 
be  order  -was  received,  fifty-two  guns  were  fir- 
iig  upon  the  enemjr.    They  cannot  be  said  to 
lavo  been   checked  in  their  advance;  from  a 
tip  id  advance   they  broke  at  once  into  a  rapid 
retreat.     Reinforcements  soon  began  to  arrive  ; 
)ur  troops   crossed  the  river  and  pursued  the 
3}dng  enemy  nntil  dark. 
'  It  IB  a  pleasant  thin£  to.  report  Hiat  the  offi- 
cers and  men  from  the  centre  and  right  wing 
hurried  to  the  support  of  the  left  wing,  when  it 
was  known  to  be  hard  pressed.    General  J.  C. 
Davis  sent  a  brigade  at  once  without  orders, 
then  applied  for  and  obtained  orders  to  follow 
immediately  with  his  division.    General  Ne^ley, 
from  the  centre,  crossed  with  a  part  of  his  divis- 
ion. General  MdCookj  to  whom  I  applied  for  a  bri- 
gade, not  knowing  of  Davis'  movement,  ordered 
immediately  Colonel  Gibson  to  ^o  with  his  bri- 
gade, and  the  Colonel  and  the  brigade  passed  at 
double-quick  in  less  than  five  minutes  after  the 
request  was  made.    Honor  is  due  to  such  men. 
On  the  night  of  the  second.  General  Hascall, 
with  his  division,  and  Greneral  Davis  with  his, 
camped  a  little  in  advance  of  the  position  which 
Beatty   had   occupied.     General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  Second  division,  camped  with  two 
brigades  in  reserve  to  Hascall's  and  Davis'  divis- 
ions, and  the  remaining  brigade,  on  this  side  of 
the  river. »  In  this  position  these  troops  remain- 
ed until  Saturday  night,  when  the  river  begin- 
ning to  rise,  ana  the  rain  continuing  to  faU,  it 
was  feared  we  might  be  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  army,  and  all  re-crossed  the  river  except 
Palmer's  two  brigades,  which  remained,  and  did 
not  come  back  until  it  was  ascertained  the  next 
day   (Sunday)  that  the    enemy  had  evacuated 
Murfreesboro. 

1  feel  that  this  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  is  very 
imperfect.  I  have  only  endeavored  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  most  important  features 
of  the  battle.  The  reports,  however,  of  the  di- 
vision commanders,  and  the  r^ort  of  the  Chief 
of  Artillery,  give  a  detailed  and  good  account 
of  the  memorable  incidents  which  occurred  in 
this  particular  fight 

Keports  of  the  division  commanders  show 
how  nobly  they  were  sustained  by  their  subor- 
dinate officers,  and  all  reports  show  how  nobly 
™  tsroops  bdiaved.    Generals  Wood  and  Van 
Ueve,  though  wounded  early  in  the  batUe  of 
«Le  thirty-first,  remained  in  the  saddle  and  on 
the  field  throughout  the  day,  and  at  night  were 
ordered  to  the  rear ;  General  Palmer,  exposing 
ttunself  everywhere  and  freely,  escaped  imhurt, 
and  commanded  the  Second  division  throughout 
the  hattie.    To  these  division  conmianders,  I 
tetoxn  my  most  earnest  and  heartfelt  thanks, 
tor  the  brave,  prompt,  and  able  manner  in  which 


they  executed  every  order,  and  I  most  urgently 
present  their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  to  the  Government,  as  having  fairly  earned 
promotion. 

After  the  thirty-first,  General  Hascall  com- 
manded Wood's  division,  the  First,  and  Colonel 
Beatty  the  Second,  Van  Qeve's.  To  these  offi- 
cers I  am  indebted  for  the  same  cheerful  and 
prompt  obedienqp  to  orders,  the  same  brave 
support  which  I  received  from  their  predeces- 
sors in  command ;  and  I  also  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  the  Government,  as  having  earned  promo- 
tion on  the  field  of  battle. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  distinguished 
conduct  in  the  brigade  as  well  as  regimental 
commanders,  mentioned  by  my  division  com- 
manders aa  meriting  promotion.  I  respectfully 
refer  the  General  commanding  to  division,  bri- 
gade, and  regimental  reports,  and  solicit  for  the 
§allant  officers  and  men  who  have  distinguished 
lemselves  for  conduct  and  bravery  in  battie, 
the  honors  they  have  won.  We  have  officers 
who  have  commanded  brigades  for  almost  a 
year,  though  they  have  but  tiie  rank  of  Colonel ; 
m  such  cases,  and  in  all  like  cases,  as  where  a 
Lieutenant  commands  a  company,  it  seems,  if  the 
oncers  have  capacitv  for  their  commands  on  the 
field,  that  they  should  have  the  rank  the  com- 
mand is  entitied  to.  The  report  of  Captain 
Mendenhall,  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing:, 
shows  the  efficiency,  skill,  and  daring  with 
which  our  artillery  officers  handled  their  batter- 
ies. Division  and  brigade  commanders  vie  with 
each  other  in  commendation  upon  difierent  bat- 
teriQ3.  Some  of  the  batteries,  fighting  as  they 
did  in  parts  of  the  field,  won  praises  from  aU. 
To  these  officers,  also,  attention  is  called,  with  a 
sincere  hope  that  they  may  be  rewarded  as  their 
valor  and  bearing  deserves. 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutaut^jren- 
eral  to  the  left  wing,  has  been,  for  nearly  eight- 
een months,  the  most  indefatigaUe  officer  I  ever 
knew  in  his  department  ^s  services  to  me 
are  invaluable.  On  the  field  here,  as  at  SLnoh, 
he  was  distinguished,  even  among  so  many 
brave  men,  for  hi«  daring  and  efficiency.  Cap- 
tain R  Loder,  Inspector-General  for  the  left 
wing,  has  entitied  himself  to  my  lasting  grati- 
tude, by  his  constant  and  able  management  of 
his  department.  It  is  Sufficient  to  say  that  the 
gallant  and  lamented  Colonel  Garesche  told  him, 
in  mv  presence,  but  a  short  time  before  the  bat- 
tle, mat  he  had  proved  himself  to  be  the  best 
Inspector-General  in  the  army.  On  the  field  of 
battle  bravery  was  added  to  the  same  efficiency 
and  activity  wkich  marked  his  conduct  in  the 
camp. 

Captain  John  Mendenhall,  who  has  been  men- 
tioned already  as  Chief  of  Artilleiy  to  my  com- 
mand, bnt  of  whom  too  much  cannot  be  said,  is 
also  Topographioal  Engineer  on  my  staff.  In  this 
capacity,  as  in  aD  where  he  works,  the  work  is 
well  and  faitiifuUy  done.  His  services  at  Shiloh. 
of  which  I  was  an  eye-witoess;  his  splendid 
conduct  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing ; 
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hin  uniform  soldierly  bearing,  point  him  out  as 
eminently  qualified  for  promotion. 

To  the  Medical  Director  of  the  left  wing.  Dr. 
A.  J.  Phelps,  the  thanks  of  the  army  and  the 
country  are  aue,not  only  for  his  prompt  attention 
to  the  wounded,  but  for  his  arrangements  for 
their  immediate  accommodation.  He  took  good 
care  not  only  of  the  wounded  of  my  command, 
but  of  more  than  two  thousand  wounded  from 
other  corps,  and  from  flie  enemy.  Since  the 
battle,  I  have  visited  his  hospitals,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  eflSciency  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  left  wing. 

Captain  Louis  M.  Buford  and  Lieutenant 
George  Knox,  my  Aids-de-Camp,  were  brave, 
active,  and  efficient  helps  to  me  all  tlirough  the 
battle.  Captain  Buford  was  struck  just  over  the 
heart,  fortunately,  by  a  bUl  too  far  spent  to  pen- 
etrate, and  which  only  bruised.  The  Captain 
and  Lieutenant  Knox  were  frequently  exposed 
to  the  heaviest  firing,  as  they  fearlessly  carried 
my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Captain  Case,  of  the  Signal  corps,  tendered  his 
services  as  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  proved  himself 
a  bold  soldier  and  an  efficient  Aid.    Two  other 

officers  of  the  same  corps.  Lieutenants 

and  ,  tendered  tneir  services  as  Aids, 

and  were  placed  on  my  staff  during  the  battle, 
and  I  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  services. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Third  Kentucky 
cavalry,  wha  conmianded  my  escort,  was  as 
quietly  brave  on  the  battle-field  as  he  is  mild 
and  gentlemanly  in  the  camp. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  will  be 
proper  to  add,  that  when  I  speak  of  a  quiet  day, 
I  mean  to  speak  comparatively.  We  hsA  no  quiet 
days ;  no  rest  from  the  time  we  reached  the  bat- 
tle-field until  the  enemy  fled,  skirmishing  con- 
stantly, and  sometimes  terrible  cannonading.  On 
the  second,  which  we  call  a  quiet  day,  tmtil  about 
four  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  First  division,  under  Has- 
call,  lay  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  under  the  heaviest  cannonading  we  endured. 
Many^men  were  killed,  but  he  and  his  brave 
soldiers  would  not  flinch. 

The  number  of  kiUed  and  wounded  demon- 
strates with  what  fearful  energy  and  earnestness 
the  battle  was  contested  in  my  command. 
Most  respectfrOly, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  Orittbndbn, 

Hajor-lleneral,  oommandliig. 

GENEEtAL  D.  8.  STANIZT'S  REPORT. 

BEAOQUABXKBB  CaTAIJIY.   FOUBTREfTH  ARMT  OOKFS,) 

DiPAKTMcrr  OP  m  CuiiBSBLAim,        v     | 
Vmjot  MuBntsBBOBO^  JtoBoary  9,  i86&  j 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the 
information  of  the  General  commanding  the 
army,  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  cavalry  under  my  command  m  the  ad- 
vance upon  and  battle  of  Murfreesboro : 

Upon  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  I 
divided  ihe  cavalry  into  three  colunms,  putting 
the  First  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Minty, 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  upon  the  Murfrees- 


boro pike,  in  advance  of  General  (Mttend^s 
corps.  The  Second  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Zahn,  Third  Ohio  cavalry,  was  ordered 
on  Franklin,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  move  parallel  to  General  McCooVs  corps, 
protecting  his  right  flank.  The  reserve  cavahy, 
consisting  of  the  new  regiments,  viz.:  Anderson 
troop,  Firat  Middle  Tennessee,  Second  East  Ten- 
nessee cavalry,  and  four  companies  of  the  Third 
Indiana,  I  commanded  in  person,  and  preceded 
General  McCook's  corps  on  the  Nolensville  pike. 

Colonel  John  Kennett,  commanding  cavalry 
division,  conmianded  (he  cavalry  on  the  Mur- 
freesbcMTO  pike.  For  tiie  operatioDB  of  this 
column,  and  also  the  movements  of  Colonel 
Zahn  up  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Colond 
Kennett,  and  Colonels  Zahn  and  Minty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twen^-sixth,  our  cav- 
alrv  first  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Nolens- 
ville pike,  one  mile  in  advance  of  Balle  Jack 
Pass;  their  cavalry  was  in  large  force,  and 
accompanied  by  a  battery  of  artillery.  The 
fighting  continued  from  ten  o'clock  until  even- 
ing, during  which  time  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  two  miles  beyond  Lavergne.  The  Third 
Indiana  and  Anderson  troop  behaved  gallandy, 
chaining  the  enemy  twice,  and  bringing  them  to 
hand-and-hand  encounters.  Hie  conduct  of 
Majors  Rosengarten  and  Ward,  the  former  now 
deceased,  was  most  heroic.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  we  made  a  reconnoissance  to  College 
Grove,  and  found  that  Hardee's  rebel  corps  had 
marched  to  Murfreesboro. 

On  i^e  twenty-ninth.  Colonel  Zahn's  brigade 
having  formed,  was  directed  to  mafch  upon 
Murfreesboro  by  the  Franklin  road ;  the  reserve 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Balle  Jack  road,  the  col- 
umn communicating  at  the  crossing  of  Stewart's 
Creek.  We  encountered  the  enemy's  cavahry, 
and  found  them  in  strong  force  at  Wilkinson^ 
Cross-f oads.  Our  cavalry  drove  them  rapidhr 
across  OveraD's  Creek,  and  within  one-half  mm 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  The  Anderson 
cavalry  behaved  most  gallantly  this  day,  pushing 
at  fuU  charge  upon  the  enemy  for  six  miles ;  un- 
fortunately their  advance  fronted  too  reddessly ; 
having  dispersed  their  cavalry,  the  troop  fell 
upon  two  regiments  of  rebel  infentry  in  ambush, 
and  after  a  gallant  struggle  were  compelled  to 
retire,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Rosengarten  and 
six  men  killed,  and  the  brave  Major  Ward  and 
five  men  desperately  wounded.  Witii  tbt  loss 
of  these  two  most  gallant  officers,  the  spirit  oi 
the  **  Anderson  Troop,"  which  gave  such  fidl 
promise,  seems  to  have  died  out  and  I  have  n<yt 
been  able  to  get  any  duty  out  of  them  since. 

On  the  thirtieth  the  entire  cavalry  force  was 
engaged  in  guarding  the  flanks  of  l&e  army  in 
position.  Some  small  cavalry  skirmiBhin^  oo- 
curred,  but  nothing  of  importance.  At  eroveo 
o'clock  p.  v.,  ^e  tiiirtieth,  I  marched  for  La- 
vergne, with  the  First  Tennessee  and  ^e  Ander- 
son cavalry.  Near  that  place  I  was  joined  by 
detachments  of  the  Fourth  Mldiigan  and  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry.    At  half-past  nine  o'clock 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


489 


on  the  thirty-first,  I  received  an  order  from  tiie 
Gttieral  commanding,  directing  me  to  hasten  to 
the  right  I  made  all  possible  speed,  leaving  a 
strong  detachment  to  protect  the  trains  crossmg 
the  road  at  Stewartsboro,  and  to  pick  up  strag- 
rierB.  Upon  arriving  upon  the  right  flank  of 
tiie  army,  I  found  order  restored,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  Qeneral  McCook*b  right,  my  right  ex- 
tending toward  Wilkinson's  Cross-roads,  occu- 
pying the  woods  about  the  meeting-house  and 
Overairs  Greek.  In  this  position  we  were  at- 
tacked, about  four  o'«lo«k  p.  m.,  by  a  long  line  of 
footskirmishers.  My  first  impression  was  that 
these  were  covered  infantrv,  but  I  soon  learned 
fiiat  they  were  dismounted  cavalry.  We  suc- 
cesifully  held  ^em  at  bay  for  hdf  an  hour  with 
the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Seventii  Pennsylvania 
dismounted,  when,  being  outflanked,  I  ordered 
oar  hue  to  mount  aAd  fa&  back  to  the  open  field. 
The  enemy  IWlowed  here,  and,  being  reinforced 
by  detachments  of  the  Anderson  and  Third  Ken- 
tacky  cavalry,  and  by  the  First  Tennessee,  we 
darned  1^  enemy  and  put  him  to  rout.  The 
cavafay  held  the  same  position  this  night  thev 
had  taken  upon  my  arrival  upon  the  field. 
About  nine  o'clock  New  Tear's  morning,  the 
enemy  showed  aline  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods 
to  our  front,  and  soon  after  brought  a  six-gun 
battery  to  bear  upon  my  cavalry.  As  we  could 
not  reach  the  enemy's  skirmishers  nor  reply  to 
bis  artillery,  I  ordered  my  oavahry  to  Tall  back. 
A  part  of  Zahn's  brigade  marched  this  day  to 
Nitthville,  to  protect  our  trains.  Colonel  Zahn's 
report  is  inclosed. 

The  second  and  ^ird  of  January  the  cavalry 
was  Migaged  m  watching  the  flanks  of  our  po- 
ntion.  (to  the  fourth  it  became  evident  that 
the  enemy  had  fled ;  the  cavahry  was  collected 
and  moved  to  the  fords  of  Stone  River.  Upon 
the  fifth  we  entered  Murfreesboro.  Zahn's  bri- 
gade marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Bhelbyville  pike  six  miles,  finding  no  opposition. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry,  1  marched 
on  tiie  Manchester  pike,  and  encountered  die 
enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Liyl^c's  Creek,  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  town.  We  fought  with  this 
force  tin  near  sundown,  pushing  &em  from  one 
cedar-brake  to  another,  wheft,  being  reinforced 
by  Gmeral  Spears'  brigade  of  East  Tennessee- 
ans,  we  drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  last  stand  in 
dis^^r.  We  returned  after  dusk  and  encamped 
on  Lytle's  Creek.  Our  troops  all  behaved  well. 
The  skirmiflhing  was  of  a  very  severe  char- 
acter. 

The  Fourth  United  States  cavalry,  which  was 
this  day  first  under  my  control,  behaved  very 
l^ndsom^.  Captain  Otis'  command  acted  in- 
dependent^ until  the  fifth  instant,  when  they 
came  under  my  command. 

The  duty  <k  ike  cavabv  was  very  arduous. 
From  the  twenty-sixth  of  Decemb^  till  the 
fourth  of  January,  the  saddles  were  only  taken 
off  to  groom,  sxm  were  inunediately  r^laoed. 
Respectfully  subudtted, 

D.  8.  SVAMLET, 
BrIgiuUer-Gtnwtl  and  Ohlef  of  OmUrj. 


BMPiXa  or  OOLONIL  JOHN  KENNRT. 

HBAD^DARncBS  FIRST  Qavalrt  DmaoK,  \ 
Cixf  SiAMUY,  JanuuT'  8, 1868.     j 

Captain  W.  H,  Sinclair: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the 
reports  of  the  part  taken  in  the  fighting  of  the 
two  brigades  composing  the  First  cavafiy  divis- 
ion from  December  twenty-sixth,  1862,  up  to  the 
night  of  January  fifth,  1863,  from  Nashville  to 
Murfreesboro,  and  six  miles  beyond  Murfrees- 
boro, on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyvillo  pikes. 

On  leaving  Nashville  the  Second  brigade,  un- 
der Colonel  Zahn,  took  the  road  to  Franklin ; 
Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanfey,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  cavahy  and  Anderson 
troop,  taking  the  Nolensville  pike.  The  First 
brigade.  Colonel  Minty  commanding,  under  my 
charge,  took  the  Murfreesboro  pike.  I  reported 
my  command  to  General  Pahner,  who  placed  us 
in  advance.  Our  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy 
some  five  miles.  The  afternoon  was  well  spent 
when  General  Palmer  relieved  us  with  infantry 
skirmishers.  The  cavalry  forming  the  reserve 
on  the  right  and  left  flanks,  the  First  brigade 
marched  directly  as  a  reserve  to  the  advance 
skirmishers  of  the  army  composing  the  left  wing, 
on  tiieir  flanks,  up  to  December  thirtieth,  1862. 

On  December  thirty-^first,  1862,  we  were 
posted  as  reserves  on  the  fteinks,  throwing  out 
our  skirmishers  and  vedettes,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  We  performed  a 
variety  of  duty  as  scouts  on  the  different  ave- 
nues leading  to  oxu*  camp  and  connecting  with 
the  roads'centring  upon  Nashville,  Tennessee — 
flankers,  vedettes,  couriers — engaging  the  enemy 
daily  on  the  right  flank. 

Some  few  incidents  which  could  not  have 
fallen  under  the  eye  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
having  occurred  under  my  immediate  notice,  I 
beg  leave  to  append. 

When  the  enemy  charged  upon  our  wing, 
scattering  a  few  regiments,  who  stampedea 
to  the  rear,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Rosecrans,  in  person,  to  collect  all  the  cavalry 
at  my  command,  and  proceed  to  rally  the  right 
wing  and  drh'e  the  enemy  away.  I  found  Col- 
onel Murray,  of  the  Third  Kentuc^,  in  command 
of  about  a  squadron  of  men.  With  that  we 
made  our  way  to  the  right  We  found  a  com- 
plete stampede— infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery, 
rushing  to  the  rear,  and  the  rebel  cavalry  charg- 
ing upon  our  retiring  forces  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike.  Colonel  Murray,  with  great  intrepidity,  en- 
gaged the  enemy  toward  the  skirts  of  the  wood, 
ana  drove  them  in  three  charges.  His  men 
behaved  like  old  veterans.  Between  his  com- 
mand and  the  field,  was  filled  with  ruling  rebel 
cavalry  charging  upon  our  retreating  cavalry 
and  infantry,  holding  many  of  our  soldiers  as 
prisoners. 

I  rallied  the  Third  Ohio,  some  two  companies, 
who  were  falling  back,  and  formed  them  in  the 
rear  of  a  fence,  where  volley  after  volley  had 
the  effect  of  driving  back  the  rebels  on  the  run, 
the  Third  Ohio  charging  upon  them  effectually, 
thereby  relieving  the  pike  of  their  presenoe, 
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saving  the  train,  one  piece  of  artiUeKy,  and  res- 
cuing from  their  grasp  many  of  our  men  taken 
as  prisoners.  One  of  my  staJF,  Lieutenant  Rielly, 
being  a  prisoner  in  their  hands,  was  released. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  displayed 
energy,  courage,  and  coolness  upon  this  occa- 
sion, in  executing  my  orders.  I  suso  take  great 
pride  in  mentioning  the  prompt  manner  with 
which  my  staff  conveyed  my  orders  in  all  these 
engagements. 

Two  of  my  orderlies  displayed  high  order  of 
chivalry.  Jaggers  chargea  upon  two  rebel  cav- 
alry, rescuing  two  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  who  were  being  taken  off  as 
prisoners.  The  other,  Farrish,  shot  two  of  the 
rebels,  and  came  to  my  rescue  in  a  personal  en- 
counter with  a  rebef,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
levelling  his  pistol  at  my  head,  but  he  found  a 
carbine  levelled  into  his  own  face,  and  at  my 
order  to  surrender,  he  delivered  his  pistols,  car- 
bine, and  horse  to  me.  They  both  deserve  pro- 
motion, and  would  make  good  officers. 

The  able  and  undaimted  snirit  and  lability 
which  Colonel  Uinty  has  displayed  whenever 
coming  under  my  eye,  I  take  great  satisfaction 
in  noticing.  The  officers  and  men  all  displayed 
great  sell-sacrifice.  Major  Wynkoop,  of  the 
Seventh  Penni^lvania,  commanding,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wooley,  Adjutant-General  of  the  First 
brigade,  carried  out  every  order  with  unhesitat- 
ing energy  and  will,  displaying  the  highest  order 
of  gallantry. 

(Siptain  E.  Otis,  of  the  Fourth  regular  cavalry, 
although  he  does  not  belong  to  my  division,  but 
being  posted  on  the  left  whig  of  our  skirmishers 
on  the  march  ou  the  Manchester  road,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  as  well  as  take  great  pleasure  in  statmg 
he  is  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 

Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  pursuing  the  retiring  rebels 
on  tbe  march,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  convey  and 
see  his  orders  executed.  Before  closing  this 
report  it  is  my  duty  to  make  honorable  mention 
of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Newell, 
commanding  a  section  of  artillerv  attached  to 
my  division.  During  the  first  day  a  engagement 
near  I^vergne,  he  placed  his  two  pieces  on 
.  well-selected  ground,  and  did  ^eat  execution, 
killing  three  horses,  dismounting  seven,  and 
scattering  the  rebel  cavalry  by  nis  well  and 
timely  aimed  shots.  He  has  on  several  occa- 
sionfi  displaced  talents  of  the  first  order  as  an 
artillerist 

It  would  not  be  amiss  at  this  time  to  state  that 
my  entire  command  were  short  of  rations,  per- 
forming dutv,  night  and  day,  in  the  wet  field 
without  shelter,  exposed  to  tiie  wet,  cold,  and 
hmiger,  without  a  murmur.  Major  Paransom,  of 
the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  ^eat  presence  of 
mind  and  determination  in  maintaining  his  posi- 
tion on  the  right  flank  with  his  battalion,  to  cover 
an  ammunition  train,  long  after  the  cavalry  on 
his  right  had  been  driven  away  by  the  enemy's 
shells.  Yoifr  obedient  servant, 

John  EsifNErr. 
Commanding  DiTtoion. 


REPORT  OF  6EHERAL  R.  W.  JOHNSCm. 

HlAD()[DASnR8  SeOOJCD  DmSHNL  \ 

Right  Wcro,  Jasoirr  0)  190- } 

Mqjor  J,  A.  CJampbeU,  Assiskxni  Ad^ukuO-Qeik' 

eral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  Second  diviBton, 
under  my  command,  b^inning  December  twen- 
ty-sixth, 1862,  the  day  upon  which  it  left  Naab- 
viUe,  and  terminating  on  January  sixths  1863 : 

Agreeably  to  orders,  tae  divisions  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  oarpe 
mardied  from  their  camps  near  Na^villo,  tak- 
ing the  NolensviUe  pike,  and  arrived  in  that 
viBage  the  same  day,  at  four  o*ck>ck  p.  m.  On 
the  loUowing  day  the  «ame  divisions,  with  miiie 
in  advance,  marched  to  Triune.  The  rebel  rear- 
guard contested  the  ground  inch  b^  inch,  and 
the  day  was  passed  constancy  skirmishing  witb- 
them,  with  no  loss  on  our  ^e,  but  several  ca»- 
ualtiee  on  their  part  Trimie  was  occupied  by 
my  division  about  four  p.  m.  The  following  day 
(December  twenty-eighth),  the  command  re- 
mained in  Triime.  A  reconnoiflsance,  to  i 
tain  Uie  direction  the  enemy  had  retreated, ' 
made  by  a  brigade  of  mv  command,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-<jreneral  A.  Willich.  It  having 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  to- 
ward Murfreesboro,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  a 
bri^ide  at  Triune,  and  on  the  tw^^-ninth  to 
march  oh  Murfreesboro  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Baile  Jack  road.  Gobnel  F.  P.  Baldwin, 
Third  brigade,  was  left  at  Triune.  The  ocnn- 
mand  arrived  at  Wilkinson's  Oron-roads  aboot 
eight  p.  M.,  on  the  twenty-nintii,  and  an  order 
sent  at  once  to  Colonel  Baldwin  to  move  for- 
ward his  brigade,  which  arrived  early  on  the 
afternoon  of  uie  thirtieth.  My  division  was  in 
reserve  on  the  twenty-ninth.  On  the  following 
morning,  December  thirtieth,  Qeneral  Sheridan's 
division  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  bet- 
tie,  covering  the  Wilkinson  pike,  while  Geoenl 
Davis'  division  marched  in  the  same  order,  on 
the  right  of  General  Sheridan.  My  division, 
being  neld  in  reserve,  was  mardied  in  cohonn 
on  the  pike.  There  being  no  troops  on  General 
Davis'  right,  and  General  Sheridan's  left  beiu^ 

rded  by  General  Crittenden's  left  wine  (n1 
Negley's  division  of  centre),  I  was  oraered 
to  oblique  to  the  right,  covering  the  right  id 
Geneoral  Davis'  division.  About  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  1  received  an  order  from  MajdwGeoetal 
McGook  to  look  well  to  my  right,  as  Geoeral 
Hardee  (rebel),  with  his  corps,  was  on  the  right 
iaok  of  our  cokmm.  I  ordered  the  Beeond  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  E.  N.  Kirk  eommandiiig, 
to  take  position  with  his  brigade,  his  left  xesi- 
incr  against  the  right  of  General  Davis,  his  ri^t 
refused  so  as  to  cover  oar  riffht  flank.  Abont 
(krk  I  placed  General  Willidis  on  the  right  of 
Kirk's,  refusing  his  right,  and  directed  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmi^ers  to  be  thrown  forward,  con- 
nesting  on  the  left  with  tbose  of  General  DaviB» 
and  extending  to  the  ri|^ht  and  rear,  near  the 
Wilkinson  p£e.  This  hne  of  skirmishers  was 
thrown  forward  about  six  hnndred  yaids»  and 
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Dear  those  of  tiie  enemy.  My  Third  brigade, 
Colonel  Baldwin  commanding,  was  held  in  re- 
serve. In  conBultation  with  Qeneral  McGook, 
Ute  in  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  he  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  reliable  information  to 
the  effect  that  the  centre  of  the  rebel  line  of 
bat^  waa  oppeaite  to  our  extreme  right,  and 
that  we  wowl  probably  be  attacked  by  the 
entire  rebel  army  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. His  prediction  proved  tme.  He  also  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  oommnnicated  this  infor- 
mation to  the  command  ing  C^eneraL  I  expected 
a  change  in  the  programme  for  the  following 
day,  but  none  was  made.  My  brigade  com- 
manders were  called  together,  and  the  opera- 
tions  of  tho  following  day  fully  explained  to 
them.  Every  arrangement  was  made  for  an 
attacL  Two  gallant  and  experienced  officers 
commanded  my  two  advance  brigades,  and 
every  precaution  was  taken  against  surprise. 

At  twenty-two  minutes  past  six  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirty-first,  the  outposts  in  front 
of  my  division  were  driven  in  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  infantiy,  outnumbering  my  forces 
greedy,  and  known  to  contain  about  thirty-five 
thousand  men^  At  the  same  time  my  extreme 
r%ht  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The 
emnt  Kirk  and  WiUich  soon  opeiMd  up  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  the 
advancing  columns,  causing  wavering  in  the 
ranks;  but  fresh  columns  would  soon  replace 
them,  and  it  was  apparent  that  to  fall  back  was 
a  *'  miHtary  necessity."  Edgarton's  battery,  after 
firing  three  romids,  had  so  many  of  his  horses 
killed  as  to  render  it  unmanageable.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  with  it,  and  continued  to  fire, 
until  he  fell  by  a  severe  wound,  and  he  and  his 
lattery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Before 
falling  back,  the  horse  of  General  Willich  was 
killec^  and  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 
About  the  same  time.  General  Kirk  received  a 
severe  wound,  which  disabled  him.  Seeing  the 
pressure  upon  my  lines,  I  ordered  up  my  reserve 
brigade,  under  the  gallant  Baldwin.  The  troops 
of  his  brigade  advanced  promptly,  and  delivered 
their  fire,  holding  their  ground  for  some  time ; 
but  they,  too,  were  compelled  to  Mi  back.  The 
troops  of  this  division,  for  the  first  time,  were 
compelled  to  yield  the  field  temporarily,  but  &e 
heroes  of  Shifohand  Perry vUle  did  not  abandon 
their  ground  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  im- 
mense masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  against  them, 
and  then  inch  by  inch. 

The  ground  over  which  the  division  passed,  oov- 
ered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  those  of  our  own 
men,  shows  that  the  field  was  warmly  oonteffted. 
Several  times  the  lines  were  re-formed  and  re- 
sistance ottered  ;  but  the  columns  of  the  enemy 
were  too  heavy  for  a  single  line,  and  ouif  would 
have  to  yield.  Finally  the  left  flank  of  my  di- 
vision reached  the  line  of  (General  Rousseau's, 
when  it  was  re-formed  anc^  fought  until  out  of 
ammunition,  but  my  efficient  Ordnanee  Officer, 
lieatenant  Murdoch,  had  a  supply  in  readiness, 
which  was  soon  issued,  and  the  division  assisted 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field  in  their  last 


dea>erate  stmcgle  of  the  day.  Soon  the  curtain 
of  oarkness  felTupon  the  soene  of  blood,  and  all 
was  quiet,awaiting  the  ooming  of  morn  to  renew 
hostilities. 

Morning  came,  but  the  enemy  had  witiidrawn. 
January  £st  was  a  di^r  of  comparative  quiet  in 
camp,  few  shots  being  fired,  but  many  prepara- 
tions made  for  a  heavy  battle  on  the  following 
day.  General  Crittenden's  wing  was  attacked 
in  force  on  the  second,  and  one  of  my  brigades, 
Colonel  Gibson's,  was  sent  to  reinforce  them. 
For  the  pdlant  part  taken  by  it  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  of  Major-General  Crittenden. 
The  enemv  evacuated  Mimreesboro  on  the  night 
of  the  thurd.  On  the  sixth  I  was  ordered  to 
move  my  camp  to  a  point  on  the  Shelbyville 
road,  four  miles  south  of  Murfreesboro. 

•The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  was  good.  The  Louisville  Legion, 
under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Berry,  brought  off  by  hand  one  cannon, 
after  the  horses  were  killed.  They  yielded  the 
ground  only  when  overpowered,  offering  an  ob- 
stinate resistance  at  every  point  Some  few  in 
each  respment,  bedoming  panic^tricken,  fled  to 
NashviOe  for  safety.  Captain  Simonson  man- 
aged his  battery  with  skill  and  courage,  and 
with  it  did  good  execution.  He  lost  two  guns, 
but  not  untu  the  horses  had  been  killed  ana  tihe 
gpms  disabled.  Gh>odspeed's  battery  lost  three 
guns  and  quite  a  number  of  horses.  This  bat- 
tery was  handled  well  and  did  good  execution, 
under  Lieutenant  Belden. 

After  the  capture  of  General  Willich,  his  bri- 
gade was  commanded  temporarily  by  Colonel 
Wallace,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  but  was  after- 
ward commanded  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Gibson, 
Forty-ninth  Ohio.  General  Kurk  becoming  dis- 
abled was  replaced  by  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  while  the  Third  brigade  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Baldwin.  These  four  Colonels  have 
demonstrated  their  fitness  for  command  on  sev- 
eral bloody  fi^ds,  and  are  recommended  to  my 
superiors  for  promotion.  Their  coolness  and 
courage  rendared  them  conspicuous  throughout 
the  bloody  engagement  Major  Klein  and  liis 
battalion  of  the  Third  Indiana  cavahy,  deserve 
special  mention ;  imder  their  gallant  leader,  the 
battalion  was  always  in  front,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service. 

To  Captains  Barker,  Hooker,  Thurston,  and 
McLeland ;  Lieutenants  Taft,  Hills,  and  Sheets, 
of  my  staff,  many  thanks  are  due  for  their  effi- 
ciency and  promptness  in  canning  orders  to  all 
parts  of  the  neld.  M^  Medical  Director,  Sui^eon 
Marks,  and  ibe  medical  officers  of  the  division, 
were  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded,  and  to  them  my  thanks 
are  due.  My  esQort,  composed  of  the  following 
named  men  of  the  Third  Kentucky  cavahy,  who 
accompanied  me  throughout  the  engagement, 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  good  con- 
duct: Sergeant  Wm.  C.  Miles;  privates  Geo. 
Long,  Thomas  Salyers,  John  Christian,  John 
Whitten,  James  Bowen,  B.  Hammerslein,  K.  A. 
Novah. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


492 


REBELLION    BSOOBD,    186^-65. 


Priyate  Bowen*s  horse  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
bftU. 

The  loss  of  the  division  was  as  follows: 
Killed,  260;  wounded,  1,005;  missing,  1,280; 
total,  2,545. 

The  missing  are  supposed  to  have  been  cap- 
tured. 

Very  reroectfully. 

Tout'  obedient  servant, 

R.   W.  JOHKSOK, 
Brigadier  General,  conunandtaig. 

BRICTADIER  GENERAL  JEFF.  0.  DAVIS'  REPORT. 

BjusQxuxiBB  Fun  Dmsioiv,  Rioht  Wno,  > 
Janoary  8, 186&     / 

Mqjor  J.  A.  Camphdl,  AcUng  AcKutant-Oenercd: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division 
under  my  command,  in  the  recent  operations 
against  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
IMune  and  Murfreesboro : 

On  the  moniinp^  of  the  twenty-sixth  ult,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  received  ftrom  the 
Genera]  commanding  the  rigfit  wing,  I  broke  up 
camp  at  St  James*  Chapel,  on  MiU  Greek,  and 
advanced  upon  NolensviUe  via  the  Edmonson 
pike,  as  far  as  Prim's  blacksmith  shop ;  from 
thence  my  advance  was  over  a  rugged  country 
road,  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  inces- 
sant rain  which  had  been  falling  in  torrents  dur- 
ing the  enth-e  morning. 

The  enemy's  pickets  were  discovered  by  my 
oavaliT  escort  (composed  of  Company  B,Thirty- 
S'xth  Ulinois  volunteers,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Shirer),  within  a  few  miles  of  our  cs^np. 
This  small  force  of  cavalry  bein^  the  only 
mounted  force  under  our  command,  I  orderea 
them  to  the  firont,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  attack  him  on  his 
flanks  at  every  opportunity.  So  e£fectually  was 
this  done  that  tne  infanferjr  and  artillery  were 
enabled  to  move  with  httle  interruption  to 
within  a  mile  of  NolensviUe.  By  this  time  I 
had  learned  from  reliable  informttiOn,  through 
citizens  as  well  as  cavalry  scouts,  that  the  enemy 
occupied  the  town  in  some  force  both  of  cavalry 
and  artillery. 

The  First  brigade,  consisting  of  the  .Twenty- 
second  Indiana,  Seventy-fourth,  Seventy-fifm, 
and  Fifty-ninth  Slinois  regiments,  and  the  Fifth 
Wisconsin  battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  P. 
Sidney  Post,  was  immediately  deployed  for  an 
advance  upon  the  town.  Pinney's  Fifth  Wis- 
consin battery  was  posted  so  as  to  command  the 
town  and  all  approaches  from  the  south-west 
The  enemy's  cavalry  was  seen  by  this  time  taking 
position  on  a  range  of  hills  south-west  of  town, 
and  was  evidentiv  attempting  to  flank  our  posi- 
tion. A  few  shells  from  Pinney's  batterjr  soon 
caused  them  to  fall  back.  A  battery  which  by 
this  time  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  into 
position,  opened  fire,  but  was  after  a  few  bounds 
silenced  by  Pinney's  guns. 

The  Second  brigade,  consisting  of  tiie  Twenty- 
first  and  Thirty-eighth  Illinois,  Fifteenth  Wis- 


consin, and  One  Hundred  and  First  Ohio  regi- 
ments, and  the  Second  Minnesota  batteiy,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Oarlin,  had  bv  this  time 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  Post's  right,  and  mo? - 
ing  rapidly  forward  soon  engaged  the  enemy's 
dismounted  cavalry  in  a  sharp  skirmish. 

The  Third  brigade,  consistmg  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Thir^-Sfth  Illinois,  Eighty.firBtIndiaIK^ 
and  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  commanded 
by  Colonel  WoodruflF,  was  deployed  on  the  right, 
so  as  to  check  any  effort  which  might  be  made 
to  attack  my  flank  from  tfiis  direction.  Ouiin 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  driving  everyflung 
before  him  until  ordered  to  halt,  havii»  dis- 
lodged the  enemy  from  his  position  entirdy. 

By  this  time  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
would  probabfy  make  anotiier  efifort  to  reeitt 
our  advance  about  two  miles  further  on,  and 
notwithstanding  it  was  lato  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  men  were  much  fat^ued  from  a  hard 
day's  march  through  rain  and  mud,  I  could  not 
forego  the  opportunity  thus  offered  in  giving 
them  another  chance  to  signalize  their  com^ 
and  endurance.  Ascertaining  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion as  well  as  I  could,  I  ordered  the  advance. 
Their  lines  were  soon  disQovered,  occnpring 
a  range  of  high  rocky  hills,  through  whidi  the 
NolensviUe  and  Triune  pike  passes,  known  as 
"  Knob's  Gap."  This  was  a  favorable  position 
to  the  enemy,  and  well  guarded  by  artillery, 
which  opened  fire  at  long  range  upon  OBiiin^ 
lines. 

Hotehkiss'  and  Pinney's  batteries  were  rapidly 
brought  into  action  and  opened  fire,  while  Car- 
lin's  brigade  charged  the  battery,  carried  the 
heights  in  his  front  and  captured  two  guns.  Post's 
brigade  carried  the  heights  on  the  left  of  tiie 
road  with  but  little  resistance,  while  WoodmfTs 
brigade  drove  in  the  enemy^s  skirmishers  on 
the  extreme  right. 

The  day  had  now  closed,  and  I  ordered  the 
troops  to  bivotiac  in  accordance  wiA  instrac- 
tions  from  the  Oeneral  commanding,  who  arrived 
at  this  time  upon  the  eround,  followed  by  Gen- 
erals Sheridan's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

The  steady  courage  and  soldierly  zeal  dis- 
played OB  this  occasion  by  both  officers  and 
men,  gave  ample  assurance  of  what  conW  be 
expected  of  tnem  in  the  coming  straggle  at 
Murfreesboro. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  in  accordance  wift 
the  Greneral's  instructions,  the  division  took 
position  at  the  junction  of  the  Balle  Jack  road 
wi^  the  NolensviUe  pike,  one  mile  from  Trim*, 
where  it  remained  in  bivouac  until  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-ninth,  at  which  time  the  advance 
was  resumed^  In  compliance  with  inslmctioDS, 
lonoved  forward  on  the  Balle  Jack  as  ftrw 
Stewart's  Creek,  a  few  miles  beyond  which  it 
was  reported  by  our  cavalry  tne  enemy  had 
shown  himself  in  considerable  force.  V^ 
General  conmianding,  arriving  at  tiiis  time  in 
person  at  the  head  of  the  column,  ordered  a 
Iialt  until  the  division  in  tiie  rear  could  be 
brou^t  up. 

Brigadier-General  Stanley,  commanding  the 
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cavaby  in  advanoe,  soon  reported  the  road  dear, 
and  the  march  was  resumed  without  obatruo- 
tion^  until  the  entire  command  reached  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  six  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 

The  division  bivouaoked  durinff  ike  night  at 
Overall's  Greek,  Uiree  and  a  half  miles  from 
Mur&eesboro,  the  left  brigade  resting  on  the 
WiUdnson  pike.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
tieth, the  division  moved  forward  and  took 
position  on  General  Sheridan's  right,  about  three 
Qondred  yards  south  of  and  paraUel  to  the  Wil- 
kmson  pike,  in  which  position  it  remained  until 
two  o'clock  p.  M.  A  few  companies  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  to  the  front,  in  a  skirt  of  timber 
land,  soon  found  those  of  the  enemy,  and  for 
sevml  hours  a  brisk  skirmish  was  kept  up 
with  varying  results. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  General  command- 
ing ordered  a  general  advance  of  the  whole 
line.  This  the  enemy  seemed  at  first  disposed 
to  resist  only  with  ms  skirmishers ;  graduidly, 
however,  as  both  parties  strengthened  their 
Hnes  of  skirmishers,  the  contest  became  more 
animated.  Our  main  lines  steadily  advanced, 
oooupying  and  holding  the  ground  gained  by 
the  aldnmshersy  until  about  half  an  hour  before 
sunset,  when  the  enemy's  position  was  plainly 
discovered  running  diagonally  across  the  old 
Morfreesboro  and  Franklin  road.  The  enemy's 
batteries  new  announced  our  close  proximity 
to  their  lines.  Carpenter's  and  Hotchkiss's  bat- 
teries were  soon  brought  into  opposition  an<l 
opened  fire.  Woodrufi  s  and  Garlin's  brigades 
by  this  time  felt  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  main 
lines  and  responded  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

Post'ft  brigade,  moving  steadily  forward  on 
the  right,  after  a  most  obstinate  resistance  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  succeeded  in  driving  his 
skirmishers  from  a  strong  position  in  our  front, 
forcing  them  to  retire  upon  their  main  lines. 
Night  80<m  brought  a  close  to  the  conflict  Re- 
ceiving durections  at  this  time,  frotn  General  Mc- 
Cook,  to  desist  from  any  further  oflfensive  de- 
QM)n8tration  than  what  might  be  necessary 
to  hold  my  position,  1  omered  the  troops 
to  rest  for  the  night  on  their  arms.  Two  bri- 
gades of  General  Johnson's  division,  heretofore 
held  in  reserve,  arrived  and  took  position  on  my 
right  about  sunset,  thus  extending  our  Hne  of 
bc^e  beyond  the  old  Franklin  and  Murfrees- 
boro road.  These  brigades  were  commanded 
hy  Oenerais  Willich  and  itirk. 

The  night  passed  ofif  quietly  until  about  day- 
light, when  the  enemy's  forces  were  observed 
by  our  pickets  to  be  in  motion.  Their  object 
could  not,  however,  with  certainty  be  deter- 
mined xin^l  near  sunrise,  when  a  vigorous  attack 
was  made  upon  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades. 
These  troops  seemed  not  to  have  been  fully  pre- 
pared for  me  assault,  and,  with  little  or  no  resist- 
ance, retreated  from  theur  position,  leaving  their 
artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  ^  This  left 
my  right  brigade  exposed  to  a  flank  movement, 
which  the  enemy  was  now  rapidly  executing, 
and  compelled  me  to  order  Posts  brigade  to  ftdl 
back  and  partially  change  its  front.    Simultane- 


ous with  this  movement  the  enemy  commenced 
a  heavy  and  very  determined  attack  on  both 
Garlin's  and  WooarufTs  brigades. 

These  brigades  were  fuUy  prepared  for  the 
attack,  and  received  it  with  veteran  courage. 
The  conflict  was  fierce  in  the  extreme  on  both 
sides.  Our  loss  was  heavy,  and  that  of  the  ene- 
my no  less.  It  was,  accoiding  to  my  observa- 
tions, the  best  contested  point  of  the  day,  and 
would  have  been  held  but  for  the  overwhelming 
force  moving  so  persistently  against  my  right 
Carlin  finding  his  right  fluik  being  severely 
pushed  and  threatened  with  being  turned, 
ordered  his  troops  to  retire.  Woodruffs  brigade 
sucoeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  holding 
its  position  untQ  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
on  both  its  flanks  compelled  it  to  retire. 

Finney's  battery,  which  was  posted  in  an  open 
field  upon  my  extreme  right,  and  ordered  to  be 
supported  by  a  part  of  Post's  brigade,  now 
opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
advancing  lines.  This  gallant  and  distinguished 
battery,  supported  by  the  Twenty-second  Indiana 
and  Fifty-ninth  BHnois  regiments,  together  with 
a  brigade  of  General  Johnson's  division,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Baldwin  (Sixth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers), for  a  short  time  brought  the  enemy  to 
a  check  on  our  right  Hotdikiss's  battery  had 
also,  by  this  time,  taken  an  exceUent  position 
near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  so  as  to  conmiand  the 
enemy's  approach  across  a  large  cotton-field  in 
his  front,  over  which  he  was  now  advancing. 
The  infantry,  however,  contrary  to  expectations, 
failed  to  support  thifl  battery^  and  after  firing  a 
few  rounds  was  forced  to  retire.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  received  during  the  night,  an- 
nouneing  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  day,  I 
desisted  from  any  furtiier  attempts  to  engage 
the  enemy  except  by  skirmishers  thrown  to  the 
rear  for  that  purpose,  until  my  lines  had  reached 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Nashville 
and  Murfreesboro  pikes,  when  I  again  deter- 
mined to  re-form  my  lines  to  resist  his  further 
advance.  To  this  order  but  few  of  the  regi- 
ments responded,  their  ranks  being  much  thin- 
ned by  killed  and  woimded,  and  not  a  few 
availed  themselves  of  the  favorable  opportunity 
offered  by  the  dense  woods  through  which  we 
were  compelled  to  pass,  to  skulk  uke  cowards 
from  the  ranks. 

The  reserve  force  here  moved  to  the  front, 
and  relieved  my  command  from  any  further  par- 
ticipation in  tne  engagement  xmtil  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  took  position  on  the  right  My  skirmishers 
were  immediately  thrown  out,  and  soon  engaged 
the  enemy's,  until  night  brought  a  close  to  hos- 
tilities for  the  day. 

During  the  first  and  second  of  Januaiy,  the 
division  occupied  this  position  in  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  pickets  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  secona,  when  I  received  orders  from 
General  Rosecrans  to  hasten  to  the  support  of  a 
part  of  General  Crittenden's  command,  who  had 
been  some  time  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
across  the  river,  on  our  extreme  left 
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Moving  as  rapidly  as  possible  across  the  riv«r 
to  tiie  field  of  battle,  I  found  our  gallant  troops 
forcing  the  enemy  back  on  his  reserves.  The 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff,  being  in  the 
advance,  only  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  general  engagement 

After  relieving  the  troops  of  General  Palmer 
and  Colonel  Beatty,  and  particularly  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen,  which  had  so  nobly  vindicated 
their  courage  in  the  then  closing  conflict,  I 
ordered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown 
out  The  enemy's  lines  were  soon  encountered, 
and  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  seemed  immi- 
nent A  few  rounds  of  grape  and  canister  from 
one  of  our  batteries,  however,  caused  them  to 
withdraw,  and  night  again  brought  a  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

During  the  night  I  disposed  of  my  troops  in 
such  manner  as  would  best  enable  me  to  repel 
an  attack,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  directed  rifle-pits  and  breastworks  to  be  thrown 
up.  This  was  done,  and  morning  found  us  well 
prepared  for  any  emergency,  either  offensive  or 
defensive. 

The  following  day  (third  of  Janimry),  consid- 
erable skirmishmg  was 'kept  up  without  abate- 
ment, from  early  in  the  morning  until  dark. 
During  the  night,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Crittenden  to  withdraw  my  conmiand  from  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  report  with  it  to 
General  McCook. 

This  movement  was  executed  between  one 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  which 
time  the  rain  fell  incessantly.  The  pickets 
about  this  time  reported  the  enemy  as  naving 
been  very  active  in  their  movements  during  the 
latter  part  of  the*  night,  and  their  convftjtions 
thatLe  was  evacuating  his  position.  Further 
observations  made  after  daylight  proved  this  to 
be  the  case. 

The  following  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  in 
the  division  during  the  several  engagements 
above  described,  as  follows : 

0(FnCBH8. 

Kttled 16 

Wounded 34 

Missing 2 —     62 

ENLISTED  MBN. 

Killed 176 

Wounded 784 

\      Missing 399— -1,359 


Total 


.1,411 


This  division  lost  liuree  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  captured  two.  In  the  hst  of  officers  kiUed, 
are  the  names  of  Colonel  Stem,  One  Hundred 
and  First  Ohio ;  Colonel  Williams,  Twenty-fifth 
Illinois ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wooster,  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Ohio;  Lieutenant^^lonel  Mc- 
Kee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin;  Captain  Carpenter, 
Eiffhth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captahi  McCul- 
locn,  Second  Kentucky  cavaly,  of  my  staff,  whose 
noble  deeds  of  valor  on  the  field,  had  already 
placed  their  names  on  the  list  of  brave  men. 


The  histonr  of  ihe  war  will  record  no  brighter 
munes,  and  the  country  will  mourn  the  loes  of 
no  more  devoted  patriots  than  these. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Colonel  Alexander, 
Twenty-first  Illinois  ;  LientenantOoIonel  Tanner, 
Twenly-second  Indiana;  Captain  Pinney, Fifth 
Wisconsin  battery,  and  C^m^on  Austin,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant^enerat,  on  the  staff  of  Col- 
onel Woodruff,  whose  names  it  affords  me  spe- 
cial gratification  to  mention. 

From  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  on  tiie  fourth  of  Janu- 
ary, at  Murfreesboro,  no  enUte  day  eknsed  ^bst 
the  division  or  some  portion  of  it  dia  not  en- 
^e  the  enemy.  Dturing  a  great  j«rt  of  the 
time  the  weal&er  was  excessively  inclement  and 
Ihe  troops  suffered  much  from  exposure.  A 
heavy  list  of  casualties  and  much  simenng  was 
unavoidable  under  the  circumstances. 

It  affords  me  mudi  pleasure  to  be  able  to  re- 
port the  cheerM  and  soldi^-like  manner  in 
which  these  hardships  and  privations  were  en- 
dured by  the  troops  througnout  History  will 
record,  and  the  country  reward,  tiieir  deeds. 

My  staff,  consisting  of  T.  W.  Morrison,  ad- 
ing  Assistant  Adjutant^neral ;  Captain  E 
Pease,  Inspector-General ;  Captain  McCnlloadh, 
Lieutenants  Frank  K  ReynoMe,  and  Thomas  H. 
Dailey,  Aids-de-Camp ;  Surgpon  J.  L.Judd,  Med- 
ical Durector;  Captain  Shnver,  Onbianoe  Ofr 
cer;  Lieutenant  R.  Plunket,  Provost  Marriiil; 
private  Frank  Clark,  Clerk  to  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General,  and  acting  Aid-de-Oamp;  de- 
ported themselves  tiiroughout  the  entire  caiD- 
paign,  as  well  as  on  the  Iraitde-field,  witii  dkdn- 
guished  zeal  and  conspicuous  gallantry. 

While  expressing  my  high  regard  wid  appro- 
bation of  the  G^eneral  commanding,  I  desire  to 
tender  my  thanks  to  yourself,  Major,  and  to  C(^ 
onel  Langdon,  Major  Bates,  Captains  Thurston, 
Williams,  and  Fisher,  of  his  staff,  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  ftanner  in  whidh  tiie  field  dntiei 
were  performed  by  them. 

During  the  several  engagements  in  which  the 
division  participated,  my  subaltem  officers  at- 
tracted my  admiration  by  their  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry, and  whose  names,  I  regret,  cannot  be 
mentioned  in  this  report  They  will  be  reman- 
bered  in  future  recommendatioii  for  |vomotioo. 
I  am,  Ms^'or,  very  respectftdly, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jbtf.  C.  Datb, 
BrIgadler-QcnenJ,  onnwwiilfag- 

GENERAL  SHERIDAN'S  BEPOiaL 

Hkadquaiobib  TmR©  "DnnsoSy  Rmn  Wtaw,      1 

CA3tr  OM  Sfoom'  Rinx.  Tiiiiiiaiwi.  > 

Jantiuy  •,  IMt  j 

Jlfq;or  J,  A.  CampbdL,  AaffutanP^hnerd  and 
Chief  of  Staff: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  right  wing,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  my 
division,  from  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December, 
1862,  to  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1863: 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  December  I  mov«d 
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from  camp,  near  Naahvflle,  on  the  NoleDBTiHe 
pike,  in  the  direction  of  Nolenflville.  At  the 
crossing  of  Mill  Creek  the  enemy's  cavalry  made 
80I1I0  rMstance,  but  were  soon  rented,  one  jpri- 
vate  and  one  lieutenant  of  the  enemy  bemg 
captnred. 

On  approaching  Nolensville,  I  receiyed  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Davis,  who  had  arrived  at 
Nolensville,  via  the  Edmonson  pike,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  considerable  force  on  his  front, 
tnd  requesting  me  to  support  him. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my4iviBion  at 
Kolensville,  General  Davis  advanced  upon  the 
enemy's  position  about  two  miles  south  of  that 
place,  supported  by  my  division.  The  enemy 
bad  here  made  a  sland  in  a  gap  of  the  moun- 
tains, but  after  a  sharp  conmct  with  (General 
Davis's  conmiand,  were  routed  and  one  piece  of 
arttDen'  captured. 

On  me  next  day  (twenty-seventh)  I  supported 
General  Johnson's  division  in  its  advance  on 
Trime,  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be 
in  considerable  force. 

The  town  was  taken  possession  of  after  a 
BHght  resistance,  the  main  portion  of  their 
forces  having  evacuated  the  -piBce. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  I  encamped  at  Triune. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  I  supported  Gkneral  Davis's 
division,  which  had  the  advance  from  Triune  on 
Murfreesboro,  encamping  that  night  at  Wilkin- 
son's Cross-roads,  from  which  point  there  is 
a  good  turnpike  to  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  nc^t  day  (thirtieth)  I  took  Hie  advance 
of  the  right  wing  on  this  turnpike,  toward  Mur- 
free8lK)ro,  General  Stanley  with  a  regiment  of 
cavahT'  luiviii^  been  thrown  in  advance. 

After  arriving  at  a  point  about  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  the  enemy's  infantry  pickets 
were  encountered  and  driven  back,  their  num- 
bers constantly  increasing  until  I  had  arrived 
within  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  Mur- 
freesboro. At  IMs  point  the  resistance  was  so 
strong  as  to  require  two  regiments  to  drive 
theuL  I  was  here  directed  by  Major-General 
McCook  to  form  my  line  of  battle  and  place  my 
artillery  in  position.  My  line  was  formed  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  and  obliquely  to  it,  four 
regiments  to  the  front  with  a  second  line  of  four 
regiments,  within  short  supporting  distance,  in 
the  rear,  with  a  reserve  of  one  brigade,  in  col- 
umn of  r^ments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  the 
centre,  ^neral  Davis  was  then  ordered  to 
dose  in  and  form  on  my  right,  the  enemy  all 
^118  time  keeping  up  a  heavy  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry fire  upon  my  skirmishers. 

The  enemy  continued  to  occupy,  with  their 
skirmishers,  a  heavy  belt  of  timber  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  fine,  and  across  some  open 
fields,  and  near  where  the  left  of  General  Davis's 
division  was  intended  to  rest  General  Davis 
was  then  directed  by  Major-Gkneral  McCook  to 
swing  his  division,  and  I  was  directed  to  swing 
nay  right  brigade  with  it  until  our  continuotrs 
line  would  front  nearly  due  east  This  would 
give  us  possession  of  the  timber  above  alluded 
to,  and  which  was  occupied  by  ^e  enemy's 


sHrmishers  in  considerable  force.  This  move- 
ment was  successfully  executed,  after  a  stub- 
bom  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in 
which  they  used  one  battery  of  artillery.  This 
battery  was  silenced  in  a  very  short  time  by 
Bush's  and  Hescock's  batteries,  of  my  division, 
and  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  disaUed. 

At  sundown  I  had  taken  up  my  position,  my 
right  resting  in  the  timber,  my  left  on  the  Wilk- 
inson pike,  my  reserve  brigade  of  four  regi- 
ments to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  centre. 

The  killed  and  wounded  during  the  day  was 
seventy-five  men.  General  Davis's  left  was 
closed  in  on  my  ri^t,  and  his  line  thrown  to 
the  rear,  so  that  it  farmed  nearly  a  right  angle 
with  ndne.  Greneral  Negley's  division,  of  Thom- 
as's corps,  was  immediately  on  my  left,  his  right 
resting  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  Wilkinson 
pike.  0 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  iii  strong  force  in 
a  heavy  cedar-wood,  across  an  open  valley  in 
my  front  and  parallel  to  it,  the  cedar  extending  , 
the  whole  length  of  the  valley,  the  distanoe 
across  the  valley  varying  from  three  hundred  to 
four  hundred  yards. 

At  two  o'clock  on  tfa^  morning  of  the  thirty- 
first,  General  Sill,  who  had  command  of  my 
right  brigade,  reported  great  activi^  on  the 
part  of  uie  enemy  immediately  in  his  front 
This  being  the  narrowest  point  in  the  valley,  I 
was  fearful  that  an  attack  might  occur  at  that 
point  I  therefore  directed  two  regiments  from 
the  reserve  to  report  to  General  Siff,  who  placed 
them  in  position  in  very  short  supporting  dis- 
ance  of  his  lines. 

At  four  o'clock  in  Hie  morning  the  division 
was  assembled  under  arms,  and  the  oannoniers 
at  their  pieces.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  across  an  open  cotton  field 
on  Sill's  front.  This  column  was  opened  on  by 
Kush's  battery,  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  had  a 
direct  fire  on  its  front ;  also  by  Hescock's  and 
Houghtaling's  batteries,  which  had  an  oblique 
fire  on  their  front,  from  a  commanding  position 
near  ^e  centre  of  my  line.  The  effect  of  this 
fire  upon  the  enemy's  columns  was  terrible. 
The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  advance 
until  they  had  reached  nearly  the  edge  of  tiie 
timber,  when  they  were  opened  upon  by  Sill's 
infantry  at  a  range  of  not  over  fifty  yards.  The 
destruction  to  the  enemy's  colunm,  which  was 
closed  in  mass,  being  several  regiments  in 
depth,  was  terrible.  For  a  short  time  they 
withstood  the  fire,  wavered,  then  broke  and 
ran ;  still  directing  his  troops  to  charge,  which 
was  gallantly  responded  to,  and  the  enem^ 
driven  back  across  the  valley  and  behind  their 
intrenchments.  In  this  charge  I  Imd  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  General  SOI,  wo  was  killed. 

The  brigade  ^en  fell  back  in  good  order  and 
renewed  its  original  lines.  The  enemy  soon 
rallied  and  advanced  to  the  attack  on  my  ex- 
treme right,  and  in  front  of  Colonel  Woodruff, 
of  Davis's  division.  Here,  unfortunately,  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff  gave  way,  also  one 
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regiment  of  Sill's  bri^[ade,  whioh  was  in  the 
second  Une.  This  regiment  fell  back  some  dlB- 
tance  into  the  open  field  and  then  rallied,  its 
place  being  occupied  by  a  third  regiment  of  my 
reserve.  At  this  time  the  enemy,  who  had 
attacked  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  wing, 
against  Johnson,  smd  also  on  Davis's  firont,  hs^ 
•been  successful,  and  the  two  divisions  on  my 
ri^ht  were  retiring  in  great  confusion,  closely 
followed  by  the  enemy,  con^>letely  turning  my 
position,  and  exposing  my  line  to  a  fire  from  the 
rear.  I  hastilv  withdrew  the  whole  of  SDl's 
brigade,  and  tbe  three  raiments  sent  to  sup- 
port it,  at  the  same  time  directii^  Colonel  Rob- 
erts, of  the  left  brigade,  who  had  changed  front 
and  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  to  charge 
tiie  enemy  in  tiie  timber  from  which  I  had  wiSi- 
drawn  three  regiments.  This  was  very  gal- 
lantly done  bv  Colonel  Roberts,  who  captured 
one  piece  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  bad  to 
be  abandoned. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  focmed  Sill's  and  Shaef- 
fer's  brigades  on  a  line  at  rieht  angles  to  my 
first  Une,  and  behind  the  three  iNitteries  of 
artillery,  which  were  placed  in  a  fine  position, 
directing  Colonel  Roberts  to  return  and  form  on 
the  new  line.  I  then  made  an  unavailing  at- 
tempt to  form  the  troops  on  my  right  in  this 
line,  in  front  of  which  there  were  open  fields 
through  which  the  enemy  was  approaching 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Hescock's,  Houghtat 
ing's.  and  Bush's  batteries. 

After  the  attempt  had  proved  to  be  entirelv 
unsuccessful,  and  my  riRht  was  again  turned. 
General  McCook  directed  me  to  advance  to  the 
front  and  form  <m  the  right  of  Negley.  This 
movement  was  successfully  accompliwed,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  m^aketiy  and  artillery,  every 

T'  nent  of  mine  remainiue  unbroken, 
took  position  on  Negley's  right,  Roberts' 
brigade  having  been  placed  in  position  at  right 
an^es  to  Negley's  line,  facing  to  the  south,  the 
other  two  brigades  being  placed  to  the  rear  and 
at  right  angles  with  Roberts',  an|l  facing  the 
west,  covering  the  rear  of  Negley's  lines.  I 
then  directed  Houghtaling's  l^lttery  to  ts^e 
position  at  the  angle  of  these  two  lines.  Captain 
Hescodc  sending  one  section  of  his  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  and  one  section  of 
Bush's  battery,  to  the  same  point ;  th^  remaining 
pieces  of  Hesoock's  and  Bush's  batteries  were 
placed  on  the  right  of  Negley's  line,  facing  to- 
ward Murfreesboro.  In  this  position  I  was 
immediately  attacked,  when  one  of  the  bitterest 
and  most  sanguinary  contests  of  the  whole  day 
occurred. 

Gefneral  Cheatham's  division  advanced  on 
Roberts*  brigade,  and  heavy  masses  of  the 
enemy  with  three  batteries  of  artillery  ad- 
vanced over  the  open  ground  which  I  had 
occupied  in  Uie  previous  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, at  the  same  time  the  enemy  oj^ning 
from  their  inlrenchments  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesboro. 

The  contest  then  became  terrible.  The  ene- 
my made  three  attacks  and  were  three  times 
repulsed,  the  artiUery  range  of  the  respective 


batteries  beinff  not  over  two  hundred  yards. 
In  these  attacks  Roberts*  brigade  lost  its  ^ 
lant  cominander,  who  was  killed. 

There  was  no  sign  of  faltering  with  the  oeii, 
the  only  cry  being  for  more  ammunition,  which, 
unfortunately,  could  not  be  supplied  on  accoont 
of  the  discomfiture  of  the  troops  on  the  right 
of  our  wing,  whidi  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
in  and  capture  our  ammunition  train. 

Shaeffer's  brigade  being  entirely  out  of  am- 
munition, I  directed  them  to  fix  ikyonets  and 
await  the  enemy.  Roberts^  brigade,  which  was 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  directed  to  taJl  hadk 
resisting  the  enemy.  Captain  Hou^taling,  hav- 
ing exhausted  all  his  ammunition,  and  nearly  all 
the  horses  of  his  battery  haviuK  been  killed,  at- 
tempted, with  the  assistance  of  uie  men,  to  with- 
draw his  pieces  by  hand. 

Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  commanding  the  section 
of  Hescock's  battery,  having  been  killed,  aod 
several  of  his  horses  shot,  his  two  pieces  were 
brought  off  hyhis  sergeant  with  the  assiatuice 
of  the  men.  The  difficulty  of  withdrawing  the 
artillery  here  became  very  great  the  ground 
being  rocky  and  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  cedar.  Houghtaling's  battery  had  to  to  ahan- 
doned,  and  also  two  pieces  of  Bush's  battery. 
The  remaining  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  diviiioQ 
were  brought  through  the  cedars  with  great 
difficulty,  under  a  twrible  fire  frt>m  the  enemy, 
on  to  the  open  roace  on  the  Murfreeebcnro  pil», 
near  the  right  oi  General  Pahner's  division,  b 
coming  through  the  cedars  two  regimentB  of 
Shaeffer's  bri^uie  succeeded  in  obtaining  am- 
munition, and  were  immediately  put  in  fr^t  to 
resist  the  enemy,  who  s^peared  to  be  driving  in 
our  entire  lines. 

On  arriving  at  the  open  space  I  was  directed 
by  Major-General  Rosecrans  to  take  theae  tvo 
regiments  and  put  them  into  action  on  the  right 
of  Pahner's  division,  where  the  enen^  were 
pressing  heavily.  The  two  regiments  went  m 
very  gaUantly,  (friving  Ae  enemy  from  the  cedar 
timber  and  some  distance  to  the  front  At  the 
same  time  I  put  four  pieces  of  Hescock's  bat- 
tery into  action  near  by  and  on  the  same  front 
The  other  two  raiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade, 
and  tiie  Thirty-sixth  niinois,  of  SDl's  brigade, 
were  directed  to  cross  the  railroad,  where  they 
could  obtain  ammunition.  I  then,  by  direction 
of  Msjor-General  McCook,  withdrew  the  two 
regiments  that  had  been  placed  on  the  ri^t  of 
Palmer's  division,  also  Captain  Hescock's  pieces, 
that  point  having  been  given  up  to  the  eneo^ 
in  the  re-arrangement  of  our  lines. 

These  regiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade  having 
stmplied  themselves  with  aomiimition,  I  put  it 
into  action,  by  direction  of  M^or-General  Roee- 
crans,  directly  to  the  front  ana  right  of  General 
Wood's  division,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
railroad. 

The  brigade  advanced  through  a  dump  of 
timber,  and  took  position  on  the  edge  of  a  cot- 
ton field,  close  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  rf^ving 
the  division  of  General  Wood,  which  was  falUi^ 
back  under  a  heavy  pressure  from  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  I  lost  my  third  and  last  brigade 
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QimiandeT,  Golouel  Shaeffer,  who  was  killed, 
e  brigade,  remainLog  in  this  position  until 
er  it  had  expended  its  ainmonikon,  was  with- 
awxi  to  tiie  rear  of  this  timber,  when  it  was 
■ain  supplied,  and  joiAed  by  the  Thirty-six^ 
mois.  X  'Was  here  directed  by  General  Rose- 
anp  to  form  a  close  colmnn  of  attack  and  charee 
e  enemy  should  they  again  come  down  on  the 
:>en  ground. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  evening  this 
illant  brigade  remained  in  close  6oIumn  of 
^giaieats,  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
>rie8;  which  killed  about  twenty  of  the  men  by 
>und  shot.  In.  the  meantime,  Colonel  Roberts' 
^TieadQy  whioh  had  come  but  of  the  cedars  un- 
*rdken,  was  put  into  action  by  General  McGook 
.t  a  point  a  sliort  distanoe  to  ue  rear,  where  the 
nemy  threatened  our  communications  on  the 
tfurfreesboro  pike. 

The  brigade,  havine  but  three  or  four  rounds 
>f  anmaunition,  cheerfuUy  went  into  action,  gal- 
lantly cbaiged  the  enem^.  routine  them,  recap- 
turing two '  pieces  of  artillery,  and  taking  forty 
prisoners.  The  rout  of  the  enemv  at  this  point 
deserves  special  consideration,  as  they  had  nearjy 
reached  the  Murfreesboro  pike. 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  I  was  placed 
in  position  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  facing 
Bonth,  and  on  the  ground  where  Roberts'  bn- 
gade  had  charged  the  enemy,  General  Davis 
being  on  my  ri^t 

On  the  fiirst  of  January  heavy  skirmish  fight- 
ing, with  occasional  artillery  shots  on  both  sides, 
was  kept  up  till  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  when 
a  charge  was  made  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemv 
on  my  position.  This  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
and  one  officer  and  eiehty^ve  men  of  the  enemy 
captured.  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  of  Thomas, 
corps,  was  also  placed  under  my  command  tem- 
porarily, having  a  position  on  mv  left,  where  the 
same  character  of  fighting  was  kept  up. 

On  the  second  of  January  Colonel  Walker  sus- 
tained two  heavy  attacks,  which  he  gaUantly 
repulsed.  On  the  third  skirmishing  took  place 
throughout  the  day.  On  the  fourth  all  was  quiet 
in  front,  the  enemy  having  disappeared.  On  the 
fifth  nothing  of  importuice  occurred,  and  on 
the  sixth  I  moved  my  division  to  its  present  camp 
on  Stone  River,  three  miles  south  of  Murfrees- 
boro on  the  Shelbyville  pike. 

I  trtist  Hiat  the  General  commanding  is  satis- 
fied with  mv  division.  It  fought  bravely  and 
well  The  loss  of  Houghteling's  battery  and 
one  section  of  Bush's  was  unavoidable.  All  the 
horses  were  shot  down  or  disabled.  Captain 
Honghtalii^  womided,  and  Lieutenant  TaHaferro 

My  division,  alone  and  unbroken,  made  a  gal- 
tont  stand  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  our  army, 
»emg  an  that  remained  of  the  right  wing.  Had 
m^  ammunition  held  out  I  would  not  have  fallen 
owsk,  ^tiiough  such  were  n^  orders  if  hard 
^'^  As  it  was,  this  determined  stand  of 
^y  troops  gave  time  for  a  re^urrangementof  our 

The  diviaion  mourns  the  loss  of  Sill,  Sha^flfer, 
voL.i-.Doc.       32 


and  Roberts.  They  were  all  instantly  killed, 
and  at  the  moment  when  their  jgallant  brigades 
were  charging  the  enemy,  'fiiey  were  true 
soldiers — ^prompt  and  brave. 

On  the  death  of  these  officers,  respectively, 
Colonel  Grensel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  took  com- 
mand of  Bill's  brigade ;  Lieutenant^lonel  Lai- 
bold,  Second  Missouri,  of  Shaefier*s,  and  Colonel 
Bradley,  of  Roberts'  brigade.  These  offioere 
behaved  gallantiy  throughout  the  day. 

It  is  also  my  sad  duty  to  record  tiic  death  of 
Colonel  F.  A.  Harrington,  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Illinois,  who  fell  heroically  leading  his  regiment 
to  the  charge. 

I  refec  with  pride  to  the  splendUd  conduct, 
bravery,  and  efficiency  of  the  following  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  respective  commands : 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois. 

Major  F.  Ehrler,  Second  Missouri. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Weber,  Fifteenth 
Missouri. 

Captain  W.  W.  Barrett,  Forty-fourth  Illinois, 


Major  W.  A.  Preston,  Seventy-third  Illinois 
(wounded). 

Major  Silas  Miller,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois 
(wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  P.  C.  Oleson,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 

Major  E.C.  Hubbard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin. 

lieutenant-Colonel  McCreery,  Twenty-first 
Michigan. 

lieutenant-Colonel  N.  H.  Walworth,  Forty- 
second  minois. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  Swanuick,  Twenty-seo- 
oud  Illinois  (wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  Samuel  Johnson,  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois. 

Major  W.  A.  Schmitt,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois. 

Captain  Wescott,  Fifty-first  Blinois. 

I  respectfully  bring  to  tiie  notice  of  the  (Gen- 
eral commanding,  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hescock,  Chief  of  i^tillery,  whose  services 
were  almost  invaluable.  Also,  Captains  Hough- 
tailing  and  Bush,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
their  batteries. 

Siirgeon  D.  J.  Griffiths,  Medical  Director  of  my 
division,  and  Doptor  McArthur,  of  tiie  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  of  Illinois,  were  most  assid- 
uous in  their  care  of  the  wounded. 

Major  H.  F.  Diets,  Provost  Marshal ;  Captain 
Morhardt,  Topographical  Engineer ;  Lieuteoant 
George  Lee,  ActingAssistant  Adjutant^jeneral ; 
Lieutenants  A.  M.  Denning,  Frank  H.  Allen,  £. 
W.  DeBruin,  J.  L.  Forman,  and  Soward,  Aids- 
de-Camp,officera  of  my  staf^  were  of  the  great- 
est service  to  me,  delivering  my  orders  faith- 
fully, and  promptly  discharging  the  duties  of 
their  respective  positions. 

The  ammunition  train  above  alluded  .to  as 
captured,  was  retaken  from  the  eneniv  by  the 
eood  conduct  of  Captain  Thurston,  Ordnance 
Officer  of  the  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Douglas, 
Ordnance '  Officer  of  my  division,  who,  with 
Sergeant  Cooper  of  my  escort,  rallied  the  strag: 
glers  and  drove  off  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
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The  following  is  the  total  of  casnaltieB  ki  i!ie 
division: 

omoARS. 

Killed ;  15 

Wounded 38 

Missing 11 —     64 

ENUSTISD  MEK. 

KiHed 223 

Wounded 943 

Missing 400—1,566 

Total 1,630 

Of  the  deven  officers  and  fotrr  hundred  en- 
listed men  missing,  manj  are  known  to  be 
wounded  and  in  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy  by 
my  division,  as  follows : 

Mi^rs 1 

Captains.. 1 

lieutenants 3 

Enlisted  men 216 

Total 'm 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  Shebidan, 
BrigiuUer-QeiiBral,  oommaiidliis. 

GENERAL  JAMES  S.  NBGLET'S  REPORT. 

MUKFRBBBOBO,  JaiiQiiiy  8,  ISSSL  f 

Motor  Oecyrge  R  Ftj^,  Okief  of  J^qBT: 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  TollowiBg 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  in  uxe  engagement  with  the  enemy 
on  Stone  River : 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  thirtieth, 
1862,  the  Eightii  division,  composed  of  the 
Seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  brigades,  Schultz's, 
Marslmll^s  and  Wells'  batteries,  was  posted  on  a 
rolling  slope  of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  River, 
in  advance,  but  joinmg  the  extreme  right  oi 
General  Crittenden's  line,  and  the  left  of  General 
McCook's. 

In  the  rear  and  on  liie  right,  was  a  dense  oe- 
dar-wood  with  a  broken,  rocky  surface.  IVom 
one  position,  several  roads  were  cut  through  the 
woods  in  our  tear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains. 

In  front,  a  heavy  growtli  of  oak  timber  ex- 
tended toward  the  river,  which  was  about  a 
mile  distant  A  narrow  thicket  dis^nallv 
crossed  our  left,  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cul- 
tivated slope,  expanding  to  the  width  of  a  mile, 
as  it  approacned  the  Nashville  pike. 

This  slope  afforded  the  enemy  his  oommand- 
ing  position  (in  the  centre),  on  the  crest  of 
whicn  his  rifle-pits  extended  (with  intervals) 
from  the  oak  timber  immediately  in  iny  front,  to 
the  Naa^ville  pike,  with  a  battery  of  four  Na- 
poleon and  two  iron  g^ns,  placed  in  position, 
near  the  woods,  and  about  eight  hunidr^  yards 
from  my  position. 


Behind  19iis  timber,  on  the  river  bank,  ik»  en- 
emy massed  his  columns,  for  the  movementB  of 
l^e  next  day. 

His  skirmishers  were  driven  from  our  imme- 
diate front  after  a  sharp  contest ;  in  whlbh  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois  and  8even1y-e%h1h  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers  displayed  admuable  efl^ 
ciency.  The  position  of  my  command  was  held, 
under  a  heavy  fire,  until  darkness  terminated 
the  skirmishing  in  our  front,  by  which  time  we 
had  inflicted  considerable  loss  upon  the  enemy. 

hi  the  meantime,  General  Sheridan's  dirisioD 
came  up  and  formed  "  line  of  batde**  (Ms  left 
resting  on  my  right),  and  began  to  advanoe, 
driving  the  enemy,  untn  he  haa  passed  the  cen- 
tre of  my  brigade. 

While  General  Sheridan  was  In  fids  posftnn, 
I  changed  my  front  sUghtiy,  bearing  it  more  to 
the  left,  to  avoid  masking  a  portion  of  %eridan*8 
command. 

The  troops  remained  in  this  position  and  Id 
"  order  of  batfle"  all  night,  cheOTfidly  enduriag 
the  cold  and  rain,  awaiting  the  morrow's  sod,  to 
renew  tlie  contest 

Early  the  next  morning,  and  before  ftehsarf 
fog  had  drifted  from  our  front^  tiie  enemy,  in 
strong  force,  attacked  Gteneral  Mccook's  r^t, 
commencing  a  ^neral  ei^a^ement,  whidi  in- 
creased in  mtensity  toward  his  left 

Sheridan's  division  stood  ite  ground  mmftily; 
supported  by  the  Eighth  division,  repulsing  soa 
driving  the  enemy  at  everv  advance. 

The  enemy  stm  gained  ground  on  GenoBl 
McGook's  rjght,  and  succecKied  in  (rfadneser- 
era!  batteries  in  position,  which  covered  my 
right ;  from  these,  and  the  battery  on  my  left, 
which  now  opened,  the  troops  were  exposed  to 
a  converging  fire,  which  was  most  deetfndite. 

Houghtahng*s,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  Bnah%, 
and  Wells'  batteries  were  all  ordtred  into  actioii 
in  my  front^  pouring  destructive  vofleys  ^mpe 
and  shell  mto  the  advancing  cohnnns  of  the 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  grain. 

For  four  hours  the  Ifighth  division,  withi 
portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Flahner's  divisiona, 
maintained  their  position,  amid  a  murderom 
storm  of  lead  and  iron,  strewing  fte  groond 
with  their  heroic  dead. 

The  enemy,  maddened  to  desperation by^ 
determined  resistance,  still  pressed  fbfwsrd 
fresh  troops,  concentrating  and  forming  fbxxa 
in  a  concentric  line,  on  eilher  flank. 

By  eleven  o'clock,  Sheridan's  men,  with  tieir 
ammunition  exhausted,  were  fiBiDing  back.  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  reserve  and  General  Palmer  • 
division  had  retired  in  flie  rear  of  the  oedan,  to 
form  a  new  line.  The  artfllery  ammunition  wa« 
expended,  that  of  tiie  infimtry  i^educed  to  a  few 
rounds.  The  artillery  horses  were  newly  aU 
killed  er  wotmded ;  my  ammunition  train  bad 
been  sent  back,  to  avoid  capture;  m  heaty 
column  of  the  enemv  was  naorhing  directly  to 
CFur  rear,  though  tne  cedars.  Commonioraoii 
with  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  « 
entirely  cut  off,  and  it  was  manifestly  imposaiw 
for  my  command  to  hold  the  position,  withoot 
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ntually  mstkiiig  a  hopeless,  fruitless  sacrifice 
he  'whole  divifiion. 

'o  Tetire,  ^^^as  bnt  to  ctit  our  way  through 
ranks  of  the  enemy.  The  order  was  given, 
i  manfully  executed;  driving  back  the  enemy 
iTont,  and  checking  his  approaching  columns 
)ur  rear. 

VU  the  regiments  in  my  command  distin- 
ushed  themselves  for  their  coolness  and  daring, 
qxiently  halting  and  charging  the  enemy,  un- 
r  a  wiUiering  fire  of  musketiy. 
On  appToaching  General  Rousseau's  Une,  the 
t  tali  on  of  regulars,  under  command  of  Major 
\\g,  at  my  request,  galkntly  charged  forward 
our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
{icers  and  men,  in  the  efifort 
Colonels  Stanley  and  Miller  now  promptly 
-formed  their  brigades,  with  the  remaining 
>rtions  of  the  batteries,  and  took  position  on 
le  new  line,  as  designated  by  Major-General 
bomas. 

^(^rtly  afterward,  the  Twenty-ninth  brigade 
»33  ordered  to  the  left,  to  repel  an  attack  from 
be  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  trains. 
The  troops  remained  in  line  all  night  and  the 
loxt  day  in  "  order  of  battle"  until  noon,  when 
he  division  was  ordered  to"  the  right  of  General 
SlcCook's  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attadc  upon 
ais  front 

The  next  day  (January  two)  at  one  o'clock" 
p.  M.,  my  commana  was  ordered  to  the  support 
of -General  Crittenden,  on  the  left,  and  took  posi- 
i\oi\  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  on  the  west  bank 
of  Stone  River. 

About  three  p.  m.  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy, 
^ith  artillery,  advanced  rapidly  upon  General 
Van  Gleye's  division ;  which,  after  sustaining  a 
severe  fire  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back 
in  considerable  disorder;  the  enemy  pressing 
vigorously  forward  to  the  river  bank. 

At  this  important  moment,  the  Eighth  division 
"Was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  promptly ; 
the  men  crossing  the  river  and  chargmg  up  Ihe 
steep  bank  with    unflinching    bravery.     The 
Tweiity-first,  Eighteenth,  Sixty-nintb,  and  Seven- 
ty-fonrth  Ohio,   Nineteenth  Illinois,    Eleventh 
Michigan,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  displaying  their 
usuul  promptness  and  gallantry.    Px>uf  pieces  of 
MtSUery  ana  a  stand  of  cokuns  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-flixlh  (rebel)  Tennessee,  were  captured 
at  thp  point  of  the  bayonet,  also  a  large  number 
oipnaoners;  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder. 
It  19  proper  to  mention  here,  that  the  artillery 
pmctice  of  Schultz's,  Mendenhall's,  Standart's, 
>>  ells',  J^arshairs,  and  Stokes' batteries,  which 
Were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders,  in  this 
engagement,  was  highly  satisfactory,  giving  the 
enemy  great  tribulation. 

.  The  promptness  displayed  by  Captain  Stokes, 
^  A^^  ^  battery  into  action  by  my  orders, 
R  ^®  efficient  manner  with  which  it  was 
aIt!?'  ^^^®  additional  evidence  of  his  marked 
^ou\ty  and  bravery  as  an  officer  and  patriot  In 
Jfle  same  connection,  I  feel  permitted  to  speak 
mcomphmentary  terms  of  the  gallant  Morton, 


and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  for- 
ward under  a  scathing  fire,  to  the  support  of  my 
division. 

The  enemy  having  Mien  back  to  his  intrench- 
ments,  my  division  re-crossed  the  river  and 
resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  four&,  Hie  Twenty- 
ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  north 
bank  of  Btone  River,  near  the  railroad,  as  an 
advanced  force.  .On  the  same  day.  General 
Spears'  First  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to 
the  Eighth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished 
itself  on  the  evening  of  the  second,  in  a  des- 
perate charge  on  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fifth,  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
advance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Mur- 
freesboro. 

By  nine  a.  h.,  the  Eighth  division.  Walker's 
bri^ide  (pioneer  brigade)-,  and  General  Stanley's 
cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  taken 
possession  of  Murfreesboro,  wi^out  meeting 
any  resistance  ;  the  rear  guard  of  the  eqemy  re-^ 
treating  on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville 
roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the 
Twenty-ninth  brigade,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike, 
and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  First  East  Tennessee 
regiment,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regioients 
cavalry  and  one  battery)  was  overtaken  on  the 
Manchester,  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 
Colonel  Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  miequal 
force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  posi- 
tion, with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  twelve 
wounded ;  enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro, 
the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  which  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  after  a  series  of  desperate  en- 
gagements. The  joyful  hopes  of  traitors  have 
been  crushed — ^treason  receiving  another  fatal 
blow. 

My  command  enthusiasticaUyJoin  me  in  ex- 
pression of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct  of 
Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the 
most  eventftil  periods  of  the  engagements  their 
presence  was  at  the  point  of  danger,  aiding 
with  their  counsels  and  animating  the  troops  by 
their  personal  bravery  and  cool  aetermiiiation. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  na- 
tional pride  for  the  Kving,  and  personal  sorrow 
for  the  dead.  Without  a  murmur,  they  made 
forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  drenching  winter  rains,  without  blankets 
or  a  change  of  clothing ;  deprived  of  sleep  or 
repose,  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days ;  liv- 
ing  three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and  parched 
corn.  Ever  vigilant,  always  ready,  sacrificing 
their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril,  displaying 
the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline 
of  veterans,  they  are  entitled  to  our  country's 
gratitude.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  In- 
aiansL  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Tennessee,  may 
proudly  inscribe  upon  then:  scrolls  of  fam^  the 
names  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, Eighteenth,  Twenty-first,  Sixty-ninth, 
and  Seventy-fourth  Ohio,  Schultz's  and  Marshall's 
(Ohio)  batteries,  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  Nine- 
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teenth  Elioois,  ThirtyHieyenth  Indiana,  Wells' 
section  (Kentucky)  battery,  and  Spears'  Tennes- 
see brigade. 

I  wish  to  make  honomble  mention  of  tb^ 
bravery  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  th# 
following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I 
eamestiiy  request  promotion : 

Brigadier-wneral  Spears,  conmianding  First 
Tennessee  brigade. 

Golond  T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infemliy,  commanding  Twenty«ninth  bri- 
gade. 

Golond  John  T.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana 
volunteers,  commanding  Seventh  brigade. 

Captain  Jas.  St  Clair  Morton,  commanding 
pioneer  bru^e. 

Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  conmianding  Chicago 
batte^. 

Major  John  H.  King,  commanding  Fifteenth 
United  States  in£amtry. 

Captain  Bni^,  commanding  Fourth  Indiana 
battery.^ 

Cf^tain  James  A.  Lowrie,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 

Lieutenant  Fred.  H.  Kennedy,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  Charles  T.  Wing,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master. 

Mi^r  Fred.  H.  Gross,  Medical  Director. 

Captain  James  R.  Hayden,  (^dnance  Officer. 

lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Barker,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Cochraa,  Provost  Mar- 
shal 

Lieutenant  Francis  Riddell,  acting  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Lieutenant  C^azlea  C.  Cook,  acting  Aid-de- 
Camp. 

Lieutenant  W.  D.  Ingraham,  Topographical 
Engineers. 

^ptain  Frederick  Shultz  and  lieuteoaQt 
Joseph. Hein,  Battery  M,  First  Ohio  uiillerj. 

Lieutenants  Alex.  Marshall,  John  Crable,  and 
Robert  D.  Whittiesey,  Batteiy  G,  First  Ohio 
artillery. 

Captain  W.  £.  Standart,  Batteiy  B,  ilrst  Ohio 
artillery. 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  Ellsworth,  commanding 
Wells'  section  Kentucky  artillery. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Sconce,  Wells' section  Ken- 
tucky artillery. 

Lieutenwit  H.  Terry,  Third  Ohio  cavahy. 

Secretaries — Sergeant  H.  B.  Fletcher,  Com- 
pamrK,  Nineteenth  Illinois  volunteers ;  Corporal 
Rufus  Rice,  Coimpany  K,  First  Wisconsin  vokm- 
teers ;  Private  James  A.  Sangston,  Company  G, 
Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  Ser- 
jeant Charles  Rambour^Conapany K.  Seveufy- 
fourth  Ohio  volunteers;  WnLLongwellyOrderi^, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry. 

Escort— Sergeant  George  C.  Lee,  Corporal 
K  H.  Daugherly,  Privates  Henry  Schwenk, 
Henry  B.  Zimmerman,  John  Higgins,  Leon  Stan, 
Daniel  Walker,  John  McCorkle,  Abraham  Kep- 
pidy,  George  Gillem,  John  OunmnghaoL 

The  following  is  an  {^proximate  resort  of  tiie 
casualties  in  my  command,  during  ue  battles 
before  Murfreesboro,  December  thirtieth  and 
thirty-first,  1862,  and  January  second  and  third 
1863: 


Casualties, 


Wbkt  ibto  Aonoif. 


LOtHIV  AOBOB. 


Seoond  Dtvtoion— Gentro— Poiirt«eiitti 
jUrmy  Cbrpt. 


First  Tenneesee  Brigade,., 
Twenty -nbitti  Brigade,. . . . 
Seventh  Brigade, 


Schults  Battery.... 
Marshall's  Battery,. 
Welte»B»Uery 


ArHBerjff., 
Total 


237 


784 
1719 
IMS 


4401 

75 

110 

47 


28t  21S 


87 


257 


KlUed. 


11 


18 


18 


11 


100 

1 
6 
1 


167 


Wounded. 


22 
250 
415 


704 


masfaig. 


m 


287 

1 
14 

« 


800 


HOTMS. 


4      0 


9fi    < 


Rbiabeb.— aiy  oommand  captured  upwards  of  fottr  bundfed  prisoners,  Ibur  brass  field  pieces,  aod 
colors. 


one  stand  of  rqilBiBatftl 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 


1,  very  respectfully, 

Yovr  obedient  servant. 


Jambs  S.  Neglit, 

Brlgadier-Q«ier«l, 
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6BNBUL  BOUBSBAIPS  REPORT. 

NiBHTiLtB,  Tcranc&eis,  ) 

Jaaoary  11,  1888.  / 

Minor  Qdor^  E,  FfyrU,  Chirf  qf  Stqf: 

Sol  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  mj  commaQd,  the  Third  division  of  Ihe  army, 
in  the  battle  of  Morfreesboro,  begun  on  the 
thirty-first  ultimo,  and  ended  on  the  third  instant : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  Maior-General  Thomas, 
my  division  moved  forwara  toward  Murfreoa- 
boro  from  Btewartsboro,  on  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro  turnpike,  about  nin^  miles  from 
the  latter  pkce.  On  the  march  forward  several 
disptches  from  General  Rosecrans  reached  me, 
aakiQg  exactly  where  my  command  was,  and  the 
hour  and  minute  of  the  dajr.  In  consequence 
we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halted  but  once,  and 
that  for  only  nve  minutes.  About  half  past  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  we  reached  a  point  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  where  Generals  Rosecrans 
and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Mur- 
freesboro turnpike,  and  remained  during  the 
day,  and  bivouacked  at  night 

At  about  nine  o'clock  ▲.  m.,  on  the  thirty-first, 
the  report  of  artillery  and  the  heavy  firing  of 
small  arms  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle 
had  be^un  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  com- 
manded by  Major-General  McCook.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  direction  from  which  the  firing 
came,  indicated  that  General  MoCook's  command 
had  given  way  and  was  yieldixig  ground  to  the 
eoem^.  His  forces  seemed  to  swing  round  toward 
our  nght  and  rear.  At  this  time  General  Thomas 
ordered  me  to  advance  my  division  auickly  to 
the  front  to  the  assistance  of  General  McCook. 

On  reaching  the  right  of  General  Negley*s 
line  of  battle,  Greneral  Thomas  there  directed  me 
to  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right,  and  to  deploy 
my  division  off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  I  could, 
60  as  to  resist  the  pressure  on  General  McCook. 

We  consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where  the  line 
should  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  dense  cedar- 
brake,  through  which  my  troops  marched  in 
quick  tame  to  get  into  position  before  the  enemy 
reached  us.  He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  to  the  front,  sweeping  up  in  immense 
numbers,  driving  everything  oefore  him.  This 
ground  was  new  and  unknown  to  us  alL  The 
woods  were  almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and 
artOleiy  was  perfectly  useless,  but  the  line  was 
promptly  formed.  The  Seventeenth  brigade, 
Cdonel  John  Beatty  commanding,  on  the  left ;  the 
regular  brigade,  JjieutentantCoIonel  0.  L.  She^ 
ard  coDMnanding,  on  the  right ;  the  Ninth  bri- 
gade. Colonel  d!  F.  Scribner  commanding,  was 
placed  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  and 
opposite  the  centre  of  the  front  }ine,  so  as  to 
support  either  or  both  the  brigades  in  front, 
as  occasion  might  reqmre.  My  recollection  is 
that  perhaps  the  Second  and  Thfr ty-third  Ohio 
regiments  filled  a  gap  between  General  Negley's 
right  and  the  Seventeenth  brigade,  occasioned 
by  the  effort  to  extend  our  lines  Jar  enough  to  the 
right  to  afford  tiie  desfred  aid  to  General  McCook. 

Tlie  Twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  John  C. 
Starkweather  commanding,  and  Stone's  battery 


G" 


of  the  First  Kentucky  artiDery,  were  at  Jefferson 
crossing  on  Stone  River,  about  eight  mMes  below. 

Our  imes  were  hardly  formed  before  a  drop- 
ing  fire  from  the  enemy  announced  his  approacn. 
reneral  McCook's  troops,  in  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fiision,  retfred  through  our  Hues,  and  around  our 
right,  under  a  most  terrific  fire.  The  enemy  in 
pursuit  furiously  assailed  our  front,  and,  ereatly 
outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  right  and 
rear. 

By  General  Thomas's  direction  I  had  ahreadv 
ordered  the  artillery,  Loomis'  and  Guenther^s 
batteries,  to  the  open  field  in  the  rear.  Seeing 
that  my  command  was  outflanked  on  the  right, 
I  sent  orders  to  the  brigade  commanders  to 
retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back 
myself,  I  posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the 
open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle, 
and  as  my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they 
were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  ana 
left,  and  in  support  of  these  batteries,  which 
was  promptly  done.  We  had  perhaps  four  or 
five  hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front 
While  the  batteries  were  unlimbering,  seeine 
General  Van  deve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked 
him  If  he  would  move  his  command  to  the  right, 
and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on 
my  left,  and  thus  givine-  us  a  more  extended 
line  in  that  direction  in  me  new  position  tt^en. 
In  the  promptest  manner  possible  his  line  was 
put  in  motion,  and  in  double-quick  time  reached 
the  desired  point  in  good  season. 

As  the  enemy  emerged  from  &e  woods  in 
great  force  shouting  and  cheering,  the  batteries 
of  Loomis  and  Guenther,  double-shotted  with 
canister,  opehed  upon  them.  They  moved 
straight  ahead  for  awhile,  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In  a  little 
while  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with 
fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our'  position,  and 
were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  driven  back. 
Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults 
were  made  upon  our  position,  and  repulsed. 
During  the  last  assault,  I  was  informed  that  our 
troops  were  advancm^  on  our  right,  and  saw 
tioops,  out  of  my  division,  led  by  General  Rose- 
crans, moving  in  that  dfrection.  I  informed 
General  Thomas  of  the  fact,  and  asked  leave  to 
advance  my  lines.  He  directed  me  to  do  so. 
We  made  a  charge  upon  the  enemy  and  (frove 
him  into  ihe  woods,  my  staff  and  orderlies  cap- 
turing some  seventeen  prisoners,  including  a 
Captain  and  Lieutenant,  who  were  within  one 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  batteries.  This 
ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in 
immense  force  hovering  in  the  woods  during 
the  night,  while  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the 
field  of  battle.  We  oocupied  this  |)osition  dur- 
ing the  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the 
fignt  Under  GteneralThomas's  dfrection  I  had 
it  intrenched  by  rifle-pits,  and  believe  the  enemy 
could  not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

Durii^  the  day,  the  Twenty-eighth  brigade, 
Colonel  Starkweamer,  was  attadceoby  Wheeler's 
cavalry  in  force,  and  some  of  the  wagons  of  his 
train  were  burned  before  they  reached  him, 
having  started  that  morning  from  Stewartsboro 
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ioin  hinu    The  enemy  were  fioal^  repulsed 

id  driveu  ofif  with  loss.  Starkweather  s  loss 
was  smalL  In  iihis  afiair  tiie  whole  brigade 
behaved  handsomely. 

The  burden  of  the  fi^ht  fell  upon  the  Second 
Wisconsin,  Lieutenant€olonel  Hobart  command- 
ing. This  regiment,  led  by  its  efficient  com- 
mander, behaved  like  veterans.  From  the 
evening  of  the  thirty-first  imtil  Saturday  night, 
no  general  battle  occurred  in  front  of  my  divis- 
ion, though  firing  of  artillezy  and  small  arms 
was  kept  up  dunng  the  day,  and  much  of  the 
small  arms  auriag  the  night  The  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  thirty-first,  which  continued  at 
intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  foDowing, 
rendered  the  ground  occupied  by  my  command 
exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy,  and  during  much 
of  the  time  my  men  had  neittier  shelter,  food, 
nor  fire.  I  procured  com,  which  they  parched 
and  ate,  and  some  of  them  ate  horse-steaks  cut 
and  broiled  from  horses  on  the  battle-field.  Day 
and  night  in  the  cold,  wet  and  mud,  my  men 
suffered  severely,  but  during  the  whole  time  I 
did  not  hear  one  single  murmur  at  their  hard- 
ships, but  all  were  cheerful  and  ever  ready  to 
stand  by  their  arms  and  fight  Such  endurance 
I  never  saw.  In  these  severe  trials  of  their 
patience  and  their  strength,  they  were  much  en- 
couraged by  the  constant  presence  and  solicitous 
anxiety  of  General  Thomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  third  inst,  I 
asked  permission  of  General  Thomas  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to 
which  he  gave  his  consent  Just  before,  I 
directed  the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis 
t(>  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun, 
fired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Tliis  was  very 
handsomely  done,  and  ended  just  at  dark,  when 
the  Third  Ohio,  Lieutenant-U)lonel  0.  H.  Law- 
son,  and  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  George 
Humphreys,  both  under  command  of  the  bri- 
gade commander.  Colonel  John  Beatty,  moved 
promptly  up  to  tlie  woods.  When  near  the 
woods  they  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  but  returned  it  vigorously  and  gallantly 
and  pressed  forward.  On  reaching  the  woods 
a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  bv  the  fire, 
moved  up  on  their  left  to  support  tnem.  On 
that  body  of  the  enemy  Loomis  s  battery  opened 
with  shell.  The  fusilade  was  very  rapid,  and 
continued  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  Beatty*s  conmaand  drove  the  enemy  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  held  the  woods.  It 
turned  out  that  the  enemy  were  posted  behind 
a  stone  breastwork  in  the  woods,  and  when 
ousted  about  thirty  men  were  taken  prisoners 
behind  the  woods.  This  ended  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro. 

Chi  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Kentucky  cavalry.  Major 
Thomas  P.  Nicholas  conmianding,  were  ordered 
down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fords  of  Stone 
River  to  our  left  and  rear.  The  cavahy  of  the 
enemy  several  times,  in  force,  attempted  to  cross 
these  fords,  but  Nicholas  very  gdlantly  repulsed 
them  with  loss,  and  they  did  not  cross  the  river.  | 


I  should  have  menticHied  that  Friday  ev^uDg 
late  I  was  directed  by  Greneral  Thomas  to  place 
a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  left  front  as  an 
outpost,  and  with  the  view  to  hold  the  woods, 
as  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  tiie  enemj 
could  greatly  annoy  us  if  allowed  to  hold  them. 
Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  leaving  the 
woods.  I  ordered  the  Forty-second  Indiana, 
lieutenant-Colonel  Shanklin  eommandine,  to 
take  that  position ;  which  he  <£d.  But  ear^  Ibe 
next  morning  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked 
Colonel  Shsmklin,  first  furiously  dieffing  the 
woods,  and  drove  the  re^ment  back  to  onr 
lines,  taking  Shanklin  pnsoner.  It  was  this 
wood  that  was  retaken  on  Saturday  night  as 
before  described. 

The  troops  of  the  division  behaved  admirably 
I  could  not  wish  them  to  beliave  more  gaOantfy. 
The  Ninth  and  Seventeenth  brigades,  under  the 
lead  of  their  gallant  commanders,  Scribner  and 
Beatty,  were,  as  well  as  the  Twenty-eWith.  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Starkweather,  veterans;  4ey  w«^ 
with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badl;^. 

The  Twenty-eighth  brigade  held  a  position  in 
omr  front  after  the  first  day's  fightine,  and  did 
it  bravely,  doing  all  that  was  required  of  them 
like  true  soldiers. 

The  brigade  of  United  States  in&ntry,  lieo- 
tenant^olonel  0.  L.  Shenard  commanding,  wis 
on  the  extreme  right  On  that  body  of  bnivo 
men  the  shock  or  battle  fell  heaviest,  and  its 
loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one-third  of  Ae 
command  fell  killed  or  wounded ;  but  it  stood 
up  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted  the  stonn, 
and  though  Major  King,  commanding  the  Fif- 
teenth,and  Major  Slenuner  (**01d  Pickens"), the 
Sixteenth,  fell  severely  wounded,  and  M«or 
Carpenter,  commanding  the  Nineteeolb,  M 
dead  in  tiie  last  charge,  together  with  many 
other  brave  officers  and  men,  the  brigade  did 
not  falter  for  a  moment  These  Aree  battalions 
were  a  part  of  my  old  Fourth  brigade  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  Eighteenth  infantry,  Majors  Townsojd  and 
Caldwell  commanding,  were  new  troops  to  me, 
but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  each  other. 
If  I  could  I  would  promote  every  officer  and 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of  to 
brigade  of  regukurs  for  fl;allanti7  and  good  ser- 
vice in  this  terrific  batfle.  I  make  rfo  dkimc- 
tion  between  these  troops  and  my  brave  volnn- 
teer  regiments,  for  in  my  judgment  there  were 
never  better  troops  than  tnese  regiments  in  the 
world.  But  the  troops  of  the  line  are  soldien 
by  profession,  and  with  a  view  to  the  f^itnre  1 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of  the^ 
The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gaDantiy  handled 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepard. 

I  lost  some  of  the  bravest  and  best  olRceia 
I  had.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kell,  commanding 
Second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his 
regiment  was  efficiently  handled  by  Major 
Anson  McCook,  who  ought  to  be  made  Col<»|l 
of  that  regiment  for  gallantry  on  the  fidd. 
Colonel  Formal,  my  brave  boy  Colonel  of  the 
Fifteenth  Kentucky,  also  felL    Major  Owpenter, 
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he  l^ixietoeintlimfiiatr7,feU  mfb»  last  otuvgeb 
>  loss  is  irreparable.  Many  other  gallaiit 
cers  w^ere  lost 

>f  the  \>atteries  of  Gnenther  and  Looxnis  I 
mot  sav  too  much.  Loomis  was  Gfluef  of 
lUiery  far  the  Third  divisioD,  and  I  am  much 
lebted  to  hixo.  His  battery  was  commanded 
Lieutenant  Yaa  Pelt  Guenther  is  but  a 
ewtenont.  Both  of  these  men  deserve  to  be 
emoted,  and  ought  to  be  a<  onos.  Without 
em  we  could  not  have  held  our  position. 
1  {ell  in  'wi^  many  gallant  regiments  and 
ficers  on  the  field,  not  of  my  oommand.  1 
ish  I  could  name  all  of  them  here.  While 
iWing  hack  to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 
olonel  Charles  Anderson  gallantly  and  coQUy 
^ying  hia  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Kentucky, 
nd  bis  raiment,  efficientJ^y  aided  in  repulsing 
he  enemy.  The  Eighteenth  Ohio,  1  think  it 
v^,  though  X  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers, 
'aced  aboat,  and  charged  the  ^nemy  ii^  my  V^^^ 
3uce,  and  I  vvent  along  with  it  The  Eleventh 
Michigan,  and  its  gaUant  little  Colonel  (Stough- 
ton),  behaved  ^well,  and  the  Sixth  Ohio  infantry, 
Colonel  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on 
the  light  of  the  regular  brigade,  and  stood  man* 
fully  up  to  the  work. 

I  fell  in  with  the  Louisville  legion  in  retreat, 
lieutenant43olonel   Berry  commanding.     This 
regiment,  though  retreating  before   an  over- 
^^hehning  force,  was  dragging  by  hand  a  section 
of  artillery  which  it  haa  been  ordered  to  sup- 
port   A  part  of  General  McCook*s  wing  of  the 
army  had  fallen  back  with  the  rest,  but  through 
the  woods  and    fields,  with    great  difficulty, 
bravely  brought  o£f  Ihe  cannon  it  could  no 
longer  defend  on  the  field.    When  I  met  it,  it 
faced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle  with 
cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Liidutenant  McDowell,  my  acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General ;  Ideutenant  Armstrong,  Seo- 
oQd  Kentucky  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Millard, 
Kineteenth  United  States  infantry,  Inspector- 
General  ;  Captain  lUylor,  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Lieutenant  Alf.  Pirtle,  Ordnance  Officer,  i^ 
regular  Aids,  and  to  Contain  John  D.  Wicklifie 
^d  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  Second 
Kentucky  cavahy,  Aids  for  that  battle,  I  am 
much  indebted  for  services  on  that  field. 

The  wounded  were  kindly  and  tenderly  cared 
»>r  by  the  Third  Division  Medical  Director, 
Surgeon  Muscroft,  and  the  other  surgeons  of 
the  command. 

lieutenant  McDowell  was  wounded.  My  Or- 
derlias,  James  Emery  and  ^e  rest,  went  through 
the  whote  fight  behaving  well  Emery  was 
wounded.  laentenwt  Carpanter,  First  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  one  of  my  Aids,  was  so 
««ly  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse  that  I 
would  not  perm&  hiai  to  go  on  the  fieki.  Lieu- 
^naot  Hartman,  Seventy-ninth  Penn^lvania 
yolxmteer  infantnr,  a  member  of  n^  staff,  was 
w  witii  fever,  and  unable  to  leave  his  bed. 

lUhould  be  mentioned  that  the  Eighty-eighth 
mm&,  Colonel  Humphreys,  being  pUoed  at 
one  of  the  fords  on  Stone  River  where  our 
lorces  were  temporarily  driven  back,  very 


opportttoety  raflied  the  stragglers,  and  promptly 
crossed  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  str^lers,  who 
rallied  and  fought  well.  The  Colonel  was 
wounded  by  a  £iyon^  thrust  in  the  hand  in 
the  attack  of  Saturday  night  on  the  enemy  in 
the  woods  ^  our  front 

•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

.  .  LoYsus  H.  BotmsBAU, 

*  Major  GoneraL 

BBIGADISR43ENERAL  PAUCER'S  REPORT. 

HiADqiT.ARin8  Shxmmd  DiTBiov,  Lbr  Wnn,       ) 
Cijir  HSAS  XuRrBBBaBOBO,  January  9,  1868.  / 

Mc^  X.  StarHng,  Chief  of  Btcff: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  conunandinff,  the 
following  report  of  the  operaliona  of  this 
division,  from  snd  iudiiding  the  twenty-sev- 
enth oi  December  up  to  and  induding  the 
fourth  of  January : 

At  11.20  Af  M.,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December,  while  in  camp  near  Lavergne,  I 
received  orders  to  move  forward,  foUowiag  the 
division  of  General  Wood,  and  to  detach  a 
brigade  to  proceed  by  the  Jefiferson  pike  and 
seize  tiie  bridge  across  Stewart's  Credc  The 
duty  of  conducting  this  operation  was  assigned 
to  Colonel  Hazen— which  was  w<ell  and  skil- 
fnlW  done. 

^e  brigades  of  Druft  and  Grose  reached  the 
west  bank  of  Stewart's  Greek  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-sevenihK  and  bivovacked 
there  tmtil  &e  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

During  all  the  day,  Sunday,  the  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  in  sight  across  the 
creek,  firing  upon  us  occasionally  at  long  range, 
but  did  us  no  harm.  On  Monday  morning, 
twenty-nmth  of  Deoember,  at  nine  o'clock,  I  was 
ordered  to  deploy  one  regiment  aa  skirmishers ; 
to  dispose  of  my  other  troops  so  as  to  support 
it,  and  move  forward  at  ten  o'clock  precisely 
and  continue  to  advance  until  the  enemy  were 
found  in  position. 

This  disposition  was  made. 

A  few  minutes  before  ten  o'dock,  Parsons 
was  ordered  to  shell  the  woods  to  our  front,  and 
at  ten  o'clock  Grose's  brigade  moved  forward, 
skirmi^ing  with  the  enemy,  supported  by  the 
First  brigade,  Hiasen  not  having  3ret  joined  me. 

The  command  advanced  steadily,  driving  the 
light  force  of  rebel  skirmishers  bdTore  it  to  the 
top  of  the  hUl,  some  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of 
Stewart's  Qreek,and  beins  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  division*  of  Wood  and  Negley 
were  to  advance  with  me. 

lu  a  few  moments  Wood's  advance  came  up  on 
the  left  <^  the  pike  and  the  two  divisions  moved 
forward,  constantlv  skirmiahing  (though  much 
heavier  on  WoodiB  front  than  my  own)  to  the 
ground  oooapied  that  night,  afterward  the  thea- 
tre of  battle  of  the  thirty-first 

Durine  the  day  tiie  casualties  were  ten 
wounded  in  Grose's  brigade,  none  severely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  my  division 
was  formed  as  follows :  Third  brigade  (Grose's) 
in  two  Unes,  the  left  resting  on  the  pike ;  First 
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brigade  (Graff s)  to  tire  right,  extendtiig 
the  point  of  woods,  his  extreme  right  retired  to 
connect  with  Negiey's  left ;  and  Hs^n's  brigade 
in  reserve. 

There  was  0(msid«rable  skirmishing  dnrhig  the 
day,  the  greater  portion  of  which  fell  npon 
Crnft's  brigade,  which  was  in  rather  onpleassnt 
proximity  to  a  point  of  woods  to  his  front  snd 
right,  held  by  me  enemy  in  strong  force. 

About  fonr  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
and  open  npon  the  enemy  with  all  my  artDlery. 
This  was  not  done,  probably,  as  soon  as  the 
order  contemplated.  The  ground  occupied  by 
the  batteries  at  the  time  the  order  was  received 
was  low  and  confined ;  npon  pushing  forward 
the  skirmiBherB  of  the  First  brigade  to  dear  the 
way  to  a  good  artiQery  position,  in  the  open 
field  to  the  firont,  the  rebels  were  fonnd  numer- 
ons  and  stobbom.  Learning  very  soon  that  a 
mere  demonstration  was  intended,  aQ  my  bat- 
teries opened,  and,  I  am  satisfied,  damaged  the 
enemy  conaiderabfy.  The  skinnsh  attending 
this  movement  v^as  qnite  brisk;  the  troops 
engawd  doing  themselves  great  credit.  Tbia 
closed  the  (derations  of  the  day. 

On  the  momhig  of  ^e  thir^-first^  Gmft's  bri- 
gade retained  its  position  of  the  day  before. 
Bazen's  brigade  had  relieved  Grose,  who  had 
fallen  hack  !•  a  point  some  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  was  formed  in  two  lines  neeoiy 
opposite  the  interval  between  the  First  and 
Second  brigades;  Standart's  battery  on  the 
extreme  rights  Fsxmnm*  near  the  centre. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  rode  to  the  light  of 
my  own  command,  and  ^e  battle  had  com- 
menoed  on  the  extreme  r^t  of  the  line ;  soon 
afterward,  near  eight  o'(£>ck,  Q^ieral  Negley, 
through  one  of  his  sts^,  informed  me  he  was 
about  to  advance  and  requested  me  to  advance 
to  coyer  his  lefk  I  gave  notice  of  this  to  the 
Qeneral  oommanding,  and  a  few  moments  later 
received  orders  to  move  forww^.  I  at  once 
ordered  General  Gruf t  to  advance,  keeping  cloae 
up  well  toward  Negley;  Colonel  Hazen  to  eo 
forward,  observing  the  movements  of  Wood's 
right :  and  Grose  to  steadily  advance,  support- 
ing the  advance  brigades,  and  all  to  use  thei^ 
artillery  freely. 

My  line  had  adinanoed  hardly  a  hundred  vards 
when,  upon  reaching  my  own  right,  I  found  that 
Greneral  Ne^ey  had.  instead  of  advancing, 
thrown  back  his  right,  so  that  his  line  was 
almost  perpe&diouhr  to  timt  of  Cruft  and  to  his 
rear ;  and  it  was  also  apparent  tiiat  the  enemy 
were  driving  General  MoGook  bade,  aad  were 
rapidly  approaching  our  rear. 

Gruff s  fine  was  halted  by  my  order.  I  rode 
to  the  left  to  make  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
coming  storm,  and  by  the  time  I  reached  the 
open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  pike,  the  heads 
of  the  enemy's  columns  had  forced  their  way  to 
the  open  ground  to  my  rear.  To  order  Grose 
to  change  front  to  the  rear  was  the  work  of  a 
moment  and  he  obeyed  the  order  almost  as 
soon  as  given;  retiring  hk  aew  left  se  as  to 
bring  the  enemy  under  the  direct  fire  of  his 
line,  he  opened  upon  them  in  fine  style  and 


with  great  eflect,  and  held  his  ground  untfl  the 
enemy  were  (hriven  haxk. 

In  the  meantime  General  Negky^  conmiaiid 
had,  to  some  extent,  become  compromised  by 
the  confusion  on  the  right,  and  my  first  brigade 
was  exposed  in  firont  and  flank  to  a  severe 
attack,  which  also  now  extended  along  mj 
whole  firont  Orders  were  sent  to  Colonel  Hazen 
to  fall  ba^  from  tiie  open  cotton  field  into 
which  he  had  moved.  He  f(^  bade  a  short  dis* 
tanoe,  and  a  regiment  from  Wood's  dividoa 
which  had  occupied  the  crest  of  a  low-wooded 
hill,  between  the  -pike  and  the  raihoad,  havine 
been  removed,  he  took  possession  of  that,  and 
there  resisted  the  enemyf  Haz^i  on  the  rail- 
road, one  or  two  regiminitB  to  the  right,  some 
troops  in  the  point  of  woods  south  of  me  cotton 
field  and  a  uiOrt  distance  in  advifnoe  of  die 

feneral  line,  among  whom  I  was  onlythleto 
istinguisfa  ike  ga&nt  Colonel  Whittaker  and 
his  Sixth  Kratu(^;  still  fur^^  to  ^  right 
Cruft  was  fighting,  aided  by  Standart^  gnu, 
and  to  the  rear  Grose  was  fighting  with  appar- 
endy  great  odds  against  him.  AH  were  acquittiiv 
themselves  nobly,  and  all  were  hard  preeseo. 
I  could  see  that  Grose  was  losing  a  great  manj 
men,  but  the  importance  of  Haaen's  position  de- 
termined me,  if  necessary,  to  expend  the  bat 
man  in  holding  it  I  gave  my  attention  from 
that  time  chie^  to  Ihat  point 

The  One  Hundredth  Illinois  came  ud  on  the 
left  of  ihe  railroad  and  fought  steadily.  As 
soon  as  Colonel  Grose  was  relieved  of  the  enemj 
in  his  rear,  he  again  changed  front,  moved  to 
the  left  and  co-op«rated  with  Colond  Bum. 
One  regiment  was  sent  to  my  support  firon  Qfst- 
era!  Wood's  command,  and  which  behaved  s^t^ 
didly.  I  regret  my  inability  either  to  name  the 
regim^it  or  .its  officers.  Again  and  again  the 
atteck  was  renewed  l^  the  enemy,  and  eadi 
time  repulsed,  and  ^e  saHant  men  who  had  so 
bravely  struggled  to  bold  the  position  occupied 
it  during  the  night 

Brigadier-General  Crufl  deserves  great  praise 
for  so  long  holding  the  important  position  eo> 
cupied  on  our  righ^  and  for  skOftiDy  extricatiDe 
his  command  from  tiae  mass  of  confusion  aromtd 
it  Standart  fought  his  guns  until  &e  enemy 
were  upon  him,  and  then  brought  tbem  off 
safely ;  while  the  Second  Kentud^  brought  off 
hand  three  guns  abandoned  by  General 
lejr's  division. 

_  jlonel  Hazen  proved  himself  a  htave  and 
able  soldier  by  ihe  skill  and  oourage  eidiibited 
in  forming  and  shelterii^  his  troops,  and  ia  (^ 
ffanizing  and  fighting  au  the  materials  aroirod 
him  for  the  maintenance  of  lilsimportant  poaitioD. 

Cdonel  Grose  exhibited  greet  eoomees  and 
bravery,  and  fought  against  great  odds.  He 
was  under  my  eye  during  ttie  whde  day,  aod  I 
could  see  noming  to  improve  in  the  manageMeut 
o(  his  command. 

I  shrhik  from  the  twk  of  speoiallj  mentioning 
regiments  or  regimental  officen.  AH  did  dieir 
dut^,  vnd,  from  my  imserfect  aconuntance  with 
regiments,  I  am  apprenensive  of  ugurious  mis- 
takes. 
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I  reoogfnsed  dnrlDg  liie  batfie  ^e  fortf^tnt 
Ohio,  which  fought  tmtil  it  expended  its  last 
cartndge,  and  was  then  reHeved  b;^  the  noble 
Nin^  Indiana,  which  came  into  line  wiHi  a  heavy 
riiont,  uiBpiring  all  with  confidence.  The  Aghty- 
fourth,  One  Hundred  and  Tentii,  and  One  Hnn- 
i^edth  Illinois  I  knew ;  all  new  regiments,  and 
an  BO  fonght  tiiat  even  the  veterans  of*  Shfloh" 
and  o^er  bloody  fields  had  no  occasion  to  boast 
over  item.  The  Eighty-fourth  stocd  its  ground 
until  more  than  one-mird  of  its  number  were 
killed  or  wounded.  The  Sixth  (Mo,  the  Twenty- 
four^  Ohio,  &e  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and 
Ihe  TMrty-fflxth  Indiana  wore  pointed  out  to 
me ;  and  I  recognized  the  brave  Colonel  Whit- 
taker  and  bis  fighting  men  doing  soldiers'  dutv. 
I  only  saw  the  regiments  of  Cruffs  brigade 
fighting  early  in  the  day;  I  had  no  fears  for 
them  where  valor  could  win.  Indeed,  ttie 
whdie  division  fbught  like  soldiers  trained  un- 
der the  rieid  discipline  of  the  lamented  Nelson, 
and  by  meir  courage  proved  that  they  had 
caoght  a  large  porti^  of  his  heroic  and  uncon- 
querable spirit. 

During  me  whole  dav  I  regarded  the  battery 
under  t^  oommand  of  Lieutenant  Parsons,  as- 
sisted bv  LieutenantB  Gnshine  and  Huntington, 
as  my  right  arm,  and  well  did  the  conduct  of 
these  courageous  and  skiHtil  youne  officers  jus- 
tify my  confidence.  My  orders  to  rarsons  were 
simple:  "Fight  where  you  can  do  the  most 
good.**    Never  were  orders  better  obeyed, 

The  reported  conduct  of  the  other  batteries 
a^ached  to  the  division  is  equally  favorable. 
Hey  were  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 

My  personal  staff,  Captain  Norton,  actfaig  As- 
sistant Adjntant-Oeneral ;  Lieutenants  Simmons 
and  Clnld ;  Lientenaitt  Croxton,  Ordnance  Offi- 
cer; Lieutenant  Hays,  Division  Topographical 
&gineer ;  Lieutenant  Shaw,  Seventh  Illinois 
cavtdry,  were  with  me  all  day  on  the  field,  and 
carried  my  orders  everywhere  with  the  greatest 
courage.  Lieutenant  Simmons  was  severely  in- 
jured by  a  fragment  of  a  shell. 

I  cannot  commend  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Sher- 
man, Nin^  Indiana  volunteers,  Medical  Director, 
too  highly.  At  all  times  from  tlie  commenoement 
of  the  mardi  from  Nashville,  and  during  the  bat- 


ties  and  skhmiriuM  in  which  the  divisioD  was 
engaged,  up  to  tiia  occupation  of  Murf^vesboro, 
he  was  always  at  his  post,  and  by  his  industry, 
humanitrr,  and  skill,  earned  not  only  my  grati- 
tude and  that  of  this  command,  but  that  m  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  many  of  whom  were 
thrown  upon  his  care. 

On  the  first  of  January,  this  division  was  re- 
lieved and  placed  in  reserve.  On  IViday,  the 
second,  Grose's  brigade  was  ordered  over  the 
river  to  the  left  to  support  the  division  of  Col- 
onel Beatty,  and  during  the  action  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Haaen  was  also  ordered  over  to  co- 
operate with  Grose,  while  ihe  FiraC  brigade 
(uhift*s)  was  posted  to  support  a  battery  on  the 
hifi  near  the  lord. 

During  the  heav^  cannonade  the  First  br%ade 
maintained  its  position  with  perfect  ooolnees. 

While  the  engagement  was  going  on  across 
Ibe  river  a  rebel  force  of  what  seemed  to  be 
tiiree  smaU  regiments,  entered  the  clump  of 
woods  in  firont  of  the  position  of  our  batteries 
on  the  hill  near  tiie  fora.  These  troops  were  in 
musket  range  of  our  right  across  the  sreek,  and 
I  determined  at  onoe  to  dislodge  them.  Seeine 
two  regiments,  one  of  wliich  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Gkrrit,  and  the  Other  by  Cdonel  Att- 
mire,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood  and  deploy  some  compafiies  as  skir- 
mishers. They  obeyed  me  cheerfmlv  and  pushed 
in.  Not  being  willing  to  leave  the  repulse  of 
the  enemv  a  matter  of  doubt,  or  to  expose  these 
brave  fellows  to  the  danger  of  heavy  loss,  I  or- 
dered up  two -of  Cmft*s  regiments,  and  upon 
approaching  Hie  edge  of  liie  woods  halted  them, 
ana  told  them  it  was  my  purpose  to  <dear  the 
woods  at  the  point  of  the  bavonet.  To  inspire 
iSiem  with  coolness  and  confidence.  Ae  prepara- 
tion for  the  charee  was  made  witn  great  delib- 
eration. To  get  me  proper  direction  for  liie  Hue, 
guides  were  Su*own  out  and  the  proper  dianges 
were  made.  Bayonets  fixed,  and  these  two  reei- 
ments,  Thirty-firat  Indiana  and  Ninetieth  Ohio, 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods.  They  went  in 
splendidly.  It  was  done  so  quioti^  that  the 
rebels  had  hardly  time  to  discharge  tbeir  pieces. 
'Hiey  fled  with  the  utmost  speed.  AU  these 
regiments  behaved  handsomely. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


J.  M.  Palmer, 

Brlgadler-Ooneral,  conrinwidtng. 
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QfiNE&AL  T.  JL  WOOD'S  BliPOBX. 

Yfiorraix,  Tfinr.,  January 6,18681 

Mcaor  Jjyne  StarUng,  Chirf  o^  SkxW: 

On  the  moriHDg  of  the  twen^-sixw  uU.,  ^(b  left 
wi]|g  of  the  Fourteenth  anny  cotds  broke  up  its 
encampment  in  the  vicinify  of  Nashville,  and 
movea  toward  the  enemy.  Eeliable  infonnatipn 
assured  us  that  they  were  encamped  in  force  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfreesboro;  but  as 
tiieU  cavahy,  supported  occasionally  by  infantry, 
had  extended  its  operations  up  to  our  outposts, 
and  as  we  had  been  compelled,  some  days  pre- 
vious to  the  movement  on  the  twenty-audh  ult, 
to  fight  for  ^(^  ppreater  part  of  the  forage  con- 
sumed b^  our  ammals,  it  was  supposed  we  wo^d 
meet  with  resistance  as  soon  as  our  troops 
passed  beyond  the  lines  of  our  own  outposts. 
Nor  was  this  expectation  disappointed.  The 
order  of  march,  on  the  first  ds^  of  ^<^  move- 
ment^ {i^ced  the  Second  division  (General  Palm- 
er's) in  advance,  followed  by  my  own.  Several 
miles  northward  of  Lsveigne,  a  smaU  hamlet 
uearlv  ecyiidistant  between  Nashville  and  Mur- 
freesDoro,  portions  of  the  enemy  were  encoim- 
tered  by  our  advance  guard,  a  cavalry  force,  and 
arunninefighlatonceoftiBmsnoed.  The  country 
occuDiea  by  these  bodies  of  hostile  troops, 
affords  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  snudl 
force  to  retard  the  advance  of  a  larger  foiQce. 
Laige  cultivated  tracts  oocnr  at  intervals,  on 
either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  but  the  countrv 
between  the  cultivated  tracts  is  densely  woodea, 
and  much  of  the  woodland  is  interspersed  with 
cedar.  The  £Bice  of  the  country  is  undulating, 
presenting  a  succession  of  swells  and  depres- 
sions. 

This  baef  desoription  is  applicable  to  the 
whole  coimtry  between  Nashville  and  Murfrees- 
boro,  and  it  wiU  show  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server how  favorable  it  was  for  covering  the 
movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  in  resist- 
ing our  progress.  'Hie  resistance  of  the  enemy 
prevented  our  troops  from  gaining;  possession  of 
the  commanding  heights  immediately  south  of 
Lavergne,  during  the  first  day's  operation,  and 
delayed  the  arrival  of  my  division  at  the  »te 
selected  for  its  encampment  until  some  time  after 
nightfall.  The  darkness  of  the  evening  and  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  such  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  grcnmd  as  is  so  necessary  in  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy.  Bat  to  guard  effectually 
against  surprise,  a  regiment  from  -each  brigade 
was  thrown  well  forward  as  a  grand  guard,  and 
the  front  and  flanks  of  tlie  division  covered  with 
a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  roused  at  an 
hour  and  a  half  before  dawn  of  the  following 
moniing,  to  get  their  breakfast  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  to  be  formed  under  arms  and  in 
order  of  battle  before  da^ight  An  occasional 
shell  from  the  opposite  heights,  with  which  the 
enemv  commenced  to  sreet  us  shortly  after  the 
morning  broke,  showed  these  precautions  were 
not  lost  As  it  was  und6rstiM>d  from  the  com- 
manding General  of  the  corps,  that  the  right 


wsag  was  not  so  &r  advanced  as  the  left,  ^ 
latter  did  not  move  forward  until  eleven  o'dodc 
A.  M.  on  the  twenty-seventh.  At  this  hour -the 
advance  was  ordered,  and  my  division  was  di- 
meted  to  take  the  lead.  The  entire  cavahy  on 
dufy  with  the  left  wine  was  ordered  to  report 
to  me ;  being  satisfied,  however,  &om  thenatore 
of  the  oounfi^,  that  its  positioo  in  the  advance 
would  be  injudicious,  and  retard,  rather  ttan 
aid,  the  progress  of  the  infiemtry,  I  directed  it  to 
take  position  in  rear  of  the  flanks  of  the  leading 
brigade.  I  ordwed  Hascall's  brigade  to  take 
the  advance,  and  moved  forward  m  two  lines, 
with  the  front  and  flanks  well  covered  witti 
skirmishers.  The  other  two  brigades,  Wagner'i 
smd  Harker*s,  were  ordered  to  amranoe  on  either 
side  of  ik%  turnpike  road,  prepared  to  sistun 
the  loading  brigade,  and  especially  to  protect  iti 
flanks.  llaese  two  brigades  were  ako  4>rdered 
to  protect  their  outer  flanks  by  flankers.  In  this 
order  the  movement  commenoed.  Possesskm  of 
the  hamlet  of  Lavergne  was  the  irat  object  to 
be  attained.  The  enen^  were  strongly  posted 
in  the  houses,  and  on  the  wooded  heigntB  is 
the  rear,  where  they  were  enabled  to  oppose  our 
advance  by  a  dired;  and  cross-fire  of  mu^etiy. 
Hascall's  brigade  advanced  nobly  aooss  ao 
open  field  to  me  attack,  and  qmckly  routed  the 
enemy  from  their  str(»ighold.  Thi^  was  the  wozk 
of  only  a  few  nunntes,  but  mure  than  twenty 
casualties  in  the  two  leading  regiments  proved 
how  i^iarp  was  the  fire  oi  the  enemy.  Tiie  for- 
ward movement  of  Hascall's  biwiude  was  oon- 
tiniied,  supported  by  Estep's  Mghth  Indiana 
battery.  The  enemy  availea  thenwelves  of  the 
nimberless  positions  whish  (>ccar  ako^  the 
entire  road,  to  dispute  our  progrees,  but  could 
not  materially  retard  the  advance  of  our  troops, 
BO  d^ermined  and  entiiuaiastic.  They  cootinaed 
to  press  forward  through  the  densely-wooded 
country,  in  a  drenching  rainH»torm,  till  the 
advance  reached  Stewards  Creek,  disiaat  some 
five  miles  from  Lavergrne.  Stewart's  Greek  is  a 
narrow,  deep  stream,  flowing  between  high  asd 
preoq>itou0  hanks.  It  is  spanned  by  a  wooto 
bridge,  with  a  single  arch.  It  was  a  matter  of 
cardmal  importance  to  secure  possessioa  of  tiiifl 
bridge,  as  its  destruction  would  entail  difficoUijr 
and  delay  in  crossing  ^'^  river,  and,  perbape, 
invdve  the  necessity  of  conslrucUug  a  new 
bridge.  The  advance  troops  found,  on  dMir 
arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  lighted  a  fire  upon 
it,  but  had  been  pressed  so  warmly  that  tbere 
had  been  no  time  for  ^'^  flames  to  be  coouDinu- 
cated  to  ttie  bridge.  The  Hne  of  akizmisbets 
and  the  Third  Kentucky  vohmteers,  Colonel 
Mc&ee,  dashed  bravely  forwvrd,  though  opposed 
to  a  fire  ftom  the  opposite  direction,  tkiW  the 
combustible  material  into  the  stream,  and  saved 
the  bridge.  While  this  gaUant  feei  was  beiag 
performed,  the  left  flank  ^  the  leading  brigade 
was  attacked  by  cavalry.  The  menaced  regi- 
ments immediately  changed  front  to  left,  reyrfsed 
the  attack,  and  a  company  of  the  One  Hunoredth 
HUbms,  Colonel  BartMson,  anooaeded  in  c«ttijg 
off  and  capturing  twenty-five  prisoners,  wim 
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leir  2srmB,  and  twelve  hones,  witii  tbek  aaoon- 
ements.  Th.e  xeBiilt  of  the  d&y'e  operatioDB 
«B  trvrenty  casualties  (woundea),  in  Hasoall's 
rigade,  and  some  twenty-five  i)riflODer8  taken 
oDi  tfa«e  enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  gre^t 
iaoxder  from  Stewart's  Greek.  He  left  tents 
tandi&g^  oa  tlie  aoatheca  bank  of  the  creek,  and 
,1  this  enoampmant  the  ground  was  stiewn  with 
rmn. 

Snnday,  the  twenty-eighth  nit,  we  xemaiDed 
n  camp*  vraitiii^  for  we  koops  of  the  right  wing 
aid  cetiira  to  get  into  position. 

Monday,  the  twenty^ninth,  the  advanoe  was 

ceeumed.      Wa^^er's  brigade,  of  my  divi8i<Mi, 

was  deployed,  in  order  of  patfle,  on  the  left  or 

eastern,    and   a    brigade  of   General  Pahner's 

diviaioQ,  on  the  rignt  or  western  side  of  the 

road.     Cox^B  Tentii  Indiana  battery  supported 

Wagner's  brifgade.    Moving  pctri  paesUy  the  two 

brigadea  advanoed,  clearing  all  oroosition,  till 

we  arrived  -within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Mur- 

freesboio.     Harker's  bri|^ade  was  disposed  on 

the  left  of  Wagner's  brigade,  in  the  advance, 

and  Hascall's  held  in  reserve.     On  arriving 

within  two  nulea  and  a  half  of  Murfreesboro,  the 

evidenoaa  virere  perfectly  unmistakable  that  the 

enemy  were  in  force  immediately  in  onr  front, 

prepared  to  zesist,  seriously  and  determinedly, 

our  farther  advance*    The  rebels,  displayed  in 

battle  array,  were  plainly  seen  in  onr  front. 

Kegley'B  division,  which  was  to  take  position 
in  the  centre,  to  complete  the  communication 
between  the  right  and  left  wings,  was  not  up, 
but  sevoral  miles  in  the  rear.     Van  Cleve\ 
divisicm,  which  was  to  support  the  left,  was  in 
the  rear  of  Negley's.    Consequeutiy,  I  halted  the 
troops  in  advance,  reported  the  met  to  G^oral 
Crittenden,   commanfling   the   left  wing,  and 
desired  further  orders*    Up  to  this  moment,  the 
information  received  had  indicated,  with  con- 
siderable probability,  that  the  enemy  would 
evacuate  Murfreesboro,  offering  no  serious  op- 
position.    But  observations  assured  me,  very 
soon  after  arriving  so  near  the  town,  that  we 
abould  meet  with  determined  resistance,  and  I 
did  not  deem  it  proper  to  precipitate  the  force 
in  advanoe-^two  divisions,  my  own  and  Palmer's 
—on  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
remainder  of  onr  tro<ms  so  far  in  the  rear  as  to 
make  it  entirely  possible— perhaps  probable — 
«ttt  a  serious  reverse  would  occur  before  they 
conld  sapport  us.    Furthermore,  the  afternoon 
▼as  well  nigh  spent,  and  an  attempt  to  advance 
'would  have  involved  us  in  the  obscurity  of  the 
night,  Qo  unezsttined  ground,  in  the  presence  of 
ni  Tinseea  fee,  to  whom  our  movements  would 
have  rendered  us  seri9usty  vukierable. 

The  halt  being  approvec^  my  division  was 
<i\spQfied  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  firont  so- 
car^y  goaided  by  a  oontinnous  line  of  skir- 
nnshers,  thrown  out  well  in  advanoe  of  their 
mema.  The  right  of  th«  division  (Wagner's 
i>n§;Me)  rested  on  the  turnpike,  and  occupied  a 
piece  of  T^reoded  ground,  with  an  open  field  in 
wwjt  of  il ;  the  ceatre  (Barker's  brigade)  aecu- 
PJea,  m  part,  th»  woods  in  which  Wagner's 


brigade  was  posted,  and  extended  leftward  into 
an  open  field,  covered  in  front  by  a  low  swell 
whidi  it  was  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attack,  and 
General  Hascall's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  left 
of  the  division,  with  the  left  flsmk  resting  nearly 
on  Stone  River.  The  entire  division  was  drawn 
up  in  two  lines.  Stone  River  runs  obliouely  in 
£r<mt  of  the  position  occupied  *by  the  division, 
leaving  a  tnaE^ar  piece  of  ground  of  some 
hundreds  of  yards  in  breadth  in  front  of  the 
right,  and  narrowing  to  almost  a  point  ia  front 
oftheleft 

Such  was  the  position  occupied  by  my  division 
on  Moiuiay  n^At  It  remained  in  this  position 
throughout  Tuesday,  the  thirtieth— the  ddr- 
mishers  keeping  up  an  active  fire  with  the 
enemy.  In  this  encounter.  Lieutenant  Elliott, 
Adjutant  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  was  badly 
wounded.  In  the  utemoon,  I  had  ^ee  days' 
subsistence  issued  to  the  men ;  and,  near  night- 
fall, by  order,  twenty  additional  rounds  of 
cartridges  were  distributed  to  them.  Commend- 
era  were  directed  to  insti-uct  the  troops  to  be 
exceediogly  v^ilant,  and  to  report  promptly 
any  indication  m  their  fironts  of  a  movement  by 
the  enemy.  The  artillerv  horses  were  kept 
attached  to  their  pieces.  Between  midnig^ht  and 
daylight  on  Wednesdi^  morning  I  received  a 
message  from  Colonel  Wagner,  to  the  effect  that 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  moving  lar^e  bodies  of 
troops  from  the  right  to  the  left  I  unmediately 
dispatched  the  iiwSrmation  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  left  wing,  and  I  doubt  not  it  was  sent 
thence  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  him 
distributed  to  the  rest  of  tne  corns.  The  division 
was  roused  at  five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing ;  the  men  took  their  breakfasts,  and,  before 
daylight,  were  ready  for  action.  Shortlv  after 
dawn,  I  repaired  to  tiie  headquarters  of  the  left 
wing  for  orders.  I  met  the  commanding  General 
there,  and  received  orders  from  him  to  com- 
mence passing  Stone  River,  immediately  in  firont 
of  the  division,  bv  brigades.  I  rode  at.  once  to 
my  division,  and  directed  Colonel  Barker  to 
commence  the  movement  with  his  brigade, 
dispatching  an  order  to  General  Hascall 
to  follow  Colonel  Harker,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Wwner  to  follow  General  Hascall. 
While  Colonel  Harker  was  preparing  to  move,  I 
rode  to  the  front  to  examine  the  ground  A 
long,  wooded  ridge,  withdrawn  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  strewi,  extends  along  the  south- 
em  and  eastern  wde  of  Stone  River.  On  the 
orest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  appeared  to  be 
posted  in  foroe.  Uurinf;  the  monung  some  firing 
had  been  heard  on  the  right,  but  not  to  a  sufficient 
extent  to  indicate  that  the  troops  were  seriously 
Mgaged.  But  the  sudden  ana  fierce  roar  and 
rattle  of  musketry,  which  burst  upon  us  at  this 
moment,  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  attacked 
the  right  wing  in  heavy  force,  and  soon  the 
arrivalof  messenoers, riding  in  hot  haste, con- 
firmed the  indications.  I  was  ordered  to  stop 
the  movement  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  with- 
draw the  brigades  to  the  rear,  for  the  purpoFe 
of  reinforcing  the  centre  and  right,    (jeueral 
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Hasoall's  and  0(4cmel  Haarker's  brigades  irore 
withdraws,  and  tiie  latter,  under  orders  from 
the  commandiDg  Cteneral,  moved  to  the  right 
and  rear.  I  ordered  Colonel  Wagner  to  hold 
his  position  in  the  woods  at  all  hazards,  as  this 
was  an  important  point,  and  so  long  as  it  was 
held,  not  only  were  our  1^  front  and  flanks 
secnred,  but  the  oommand  of  the  road  leading 
to  ^e  rear  preserved.  The  vigorotis  atiack  on 
our  right  and  omitre,  extended  to  our  left,  and 
our  w&ole  Hse  beoune  seriously  engaged.  Not 
only  was  the  extreme  left  exposed  to  the  attack 
in  the  front,  but  was  much  harassed  by  the 
enemy^  artUlery,  posted  on  the  heights  on  the 
southern  side  of  otone  River.  But  the  troops 
nobly  mamtained  their  position,  and  gaUanuy 
repulsed  ike  esemy.  A  riackenine  of  the  ene- 
my's fire  at  this  moment,  in  his  attack  on  our 
centre  and  left,  and  other  indications  that  his 
'forces  were  weakening  in  the  centre,  rendered 
the  juncture  apparently  fovorable  tor  bringing 
additional  and  fresh  troops  into  the  engagement 
HascaH's  brigade  was  now  brought  forward  ^  and 
put  into  position  on  ihfi  right  of  Wagner's  bri- 
gade. But  the  abatement  of  the  enemy's  fire 
was  but  the  lulling  of  the  storm,  to  burst  so<m 
with  greater  fury.  The  attack  was  renewed  on 
our  Centre  and  left  with  redoubled  violence. 
Hasan's  br%»le  heul  got  into  position  in  good 
season,  and  aided  in  gsdlant  style  in  driving 
back  ^e  enemy.  Estop's  battery,  generally 
associated  wi^  HascaH's  brigade,  had  De«i  de- 
tached eariy  in  the  morning,  and  sent  to  the 
right  and  rearward,  to  aid  in  drivingback  the 
enemy  from  our  centre  and  right  The  fi&lling 
badi  of  ^e  right  wing  had  li^ought  our  lines 
into  a  crochet  This  rendered  the  position  of 
the  troops  on  tiie  extreine  left  particularly  haz- 
ardous, lor  had  the  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  turnpike,  in  his  attack  on  the  right,  the  left 
would  Imve  been  exposed  to  an  at&ck  in  the 
reverse.  This  danger  imposed  on  me  ^  neces- 
sity of  keeping  a  rigid  watch  to  the  right,  to  be 
prepared  to  change  front  in  that  directicm, 
should  it  become  necessary.  Again  the  enemy 
were  seen  concentrating  large  masses  of  troops 
in  the  fields  to  the  front  suid  right,  and  soon 
these  masses  moved  to  the  attack.  Beta's  bat- 
terr  was  now  moved  to  the  front  to  join  Has- 
calrs  brigade.  The  artiHery  in  the  front  lines, 
OS  well  as  those  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  centre 
and  left,  poured  a  desUugtive  fire  on  the  ad- 
vancing foe,  but  on  he  came  untO  wi^in  emafl- 
arm  range,  when  he  was  r^ulsed  fl»d  driv^ 
back.  But  our  thinned  ranks  and  dead  and 
wounded  officers  told,  in  sad  and  unmistakable 
language,  how  seriously  we  were  suflbrers  from 
these  repeated  asnralts.  Ctelonel  McKee,  of  the 
Third  Kentucky,  had  been  killed ;  and  Golond 
Bines  and  Lientsnaat-Colonel  Dennard,  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Blake  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  of  tiie  Fortieth  Indiana, 
with  others,  were  wounded.  During  this  attack, 
the  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wood,  counter-charged  on  one  of 
the  enemy's  regim^ts,  and  captured  one  hun- 


4Fed  and  8eTsnty<4ve  prisoottrs.  The  oaptnro 
was  frcmi  the  Twentieth  Louisiana.  While  this 
attack  was  in  progress,  I  received  a  messige 
from  General  l4khner,  commanding  the  Seocmd 
division  of  the  left  wing,  that'll  was  sorely 
pressed,  and  desired  I  would  send  hira  a  regi- 
ment, if  I  could  poBsiMy  spore  one.  I  sent  an 
order  to  General  Qasoall  to  send  a  regiment  to 
General  Palmer's  assistance,  if  his  own  sitaatioD 
would  warrant  it  He  dispalched  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  G.  P.  BueU's  regkoeot 
to  report  to  General  Palmer.  The  regiment  got 
into  position,  reserved  its  fire  imtil  the  enemy 
were  in  close  ranffe,  and  then  poured  in  a  with- 
ering discharge,  froin  which  toe  fiae  reeoiled  in 
disorder.  Cm-  extreme  left  next  became  the 
objeet  of  the  enemy's  attention,  ^izmisfaers 
were  seen  descending  the  slope  on  the  oppoeite 
side  of  the  river,  as  also  waking  their  way 
down  the  stream  for  the  purpose,  i^parentfy,  of 
Raining  our  left  flank  and  rear.  A  few  wdl- 
directed  charges  oi  grape  and  eanister  fipom 
Cox's  battery  drove  taem  beck.  This  batteiy 
did  most  exceUent  servioe  hi  oounter-battering 
the  enemy's  artillery,  posted  on  the  belgktB  on 
the  southern  side  of  die  river.  The  eAflnoos 
was  now  well  advanoed,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
seem  disposed  to  relinquish  the  design  of  Coo- 
ing us  from  our  position.  Heavy  masees  were 
a^ain  assembled  ia  front  of  the  centre^  wi&  a 
view,  evidently,  of  renewing  tiie  onset  Bat 
the  well-du*ected  fire  of  the  artillery  held  than 
in  check,  and  only  a  small  force  came  witlnD 
range  of  our  smSall  arms,  wfaieh  was  readily 
repulsed.  The  enen^  ocmdnded  his  operatioiif 
against  the  left,  as  ni^ht  appr6aohed,py  open- 
ing on  it  with  his  artillery.  Cox's  and  Bslm 
batteries  gallantly  and  ^eetialfy  re|^ied.  Bet 
darkness  soon  put  a  conclusion  to  tms  artiUeiy 
duel,  and  when  the  night  desoeoded  broqsht  a 
period  to  ^e  long  and  bloody  contest  of  this 
evernnemorable  day,  which  foimd  die  First  and 
Second  brigades,  HascaH's  and  Wagner'^  ooen- 
pyine,  with  some  slight  interchange  in  tbe 
position  ef  particular  regiments,  we  groaad 
on  which  they  had  gone  inta  the  fight  in  tbe 
morning.  Everv  effort  of  the  enemy  to  die- 
lodge  tnem  had  fisdled ;  every  attadc  was  gal- 
lantiy  repulsed.  I  cannot  soeak  m  too  l^ 
terms  of  praise  of  the  scddieriy  bearing  and 
steadfost  courage  with  which  the  officera  aid 
men  of  these  two  brigades  maintaiaed  tbe 
battles  throughout  the  day.  Tlieir  good  ooa- 
duct  deserves  and  win  receive  the  hi^^Mit 
commendations  of  their  commanders  aad  oob- 
trymen.  The  commanding  OeneM  of  tbe 
enemy  has  borne  testiii^Qny  in  hfis  diepatcb 
to  the  gallantry  and  success  of  their  remat- 
aace.  (x>x'8  and  Bst^'s  batteries  were  Bfko- 
didly  served  throughout  tiie  day,  and  did  the 
most  effective  service.  They  lost  heavily  in 
men  and  horses,  and  it  was  neceaa^  ^ 
Estep  to  can  on  the  One  Hundredth  OliBoi^ 
for  a  detail  to  aid  in  working  his  ^nna.  I 
have  previously  remarked  that  the  Thbd  bn- 
gade,  Colonel   Harker's,  was   detached  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


509 


in  ^e  Moming  and  aent  to  reinforce  the 
ng^  It  remained  on  that  part  of  the  ftdd  dur- 
ing the  entire  day,  I  am  not  able,  oonseanently, 
to  speak  of  its  servioe  from  personal  observa- 
tion. But  its  extremely  heavy  list  of  oasW 
ahiee  diowe  how  hotlpr  it  was  engaged,  and 
what  valuable  servioe  it  rendered:  lam  sure 
it  met  the  ezpeolation  I  had  ever  coofidently 
•nfttrtaiued  of  what  would  be  its  beariiig  in 
preseaoe  of  the  foe.  Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio  Dat- 
toy  was  aasooiated  with  this  brigade  during  the 
day,  was  skilfully  handled  and  did  most  effec- 
tive service.  It  lost  two  of  its  guns,  but  they 
were  spiked  before  they  were  abandoned.  Thev 
were  subsequently  recaptuied  by  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan,  attached  to  this  brigade.  From  all 
I  have  learned  of  the  servioe  of  the  Third  bri- 
gade and  Bradley's  battery,  I  am  sure  they  de- 
serve equal  commendation  with  the  other  two 
brigadeB  and  batteries,  which  so  stoutly  held  the 
toft.  An  official  report  of  events  so  thrilling  as 
thoae  of  the  kettle  of  the  ihirl^-first  ult,  made 
from  personal  observations  amid  the  din  and  roar 
of  the  conflict,  and  unaided  by  the  reports  of 
Uie  subordinate  commanders,  must  necessarily 
present  but  a  brief  and  meagre  outline  of  the 
part  enacted  by  the  troops  whose  services  it 
professes  to  portray. '  A  report  so  prepared  may, 
oitir^y  vmntentioual]^  on  the  part  of  the  writer, 
do  injustice  to  particular  troops  and  officers. 
From  the  inability  of  reference  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commaoders,  I  cannot  g^ive  anv  de- 
tail ai  the  heavy  casualties  of  the  battle  of  the 
tiiirty-first  I  must  leave  them  to  be  reported, 
with  the  subsequent  casualties,  by  m^  svcoes- 
Bor  in  command.  The  absence  of  such  reports 
prereats  me  from  signalizing  by  name  such  re^- 
mental  and  company  officers  as  particularly  dis- 
tinguiflhed  thev^ves.  But  where  all  did  so  well 
it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  invidious,  to  dis- 
criminate among  them.  To  my  brigade  com- 
manders, Brigaaier-(}eneral  Hascall,  command- 
ing First  brigade^  Colonel  Wagpier,  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  commanding  Second  brigade,  and  Col- 
onel Barker,  Sixty-Arth  Ohio,  oommanding  Third 
brigade,  ray  wannest  thanks  are  due  for  their 
valuable  assistance,  their  hearty  co-operation, 
and  intelligent  pedbrmance  of  duty  throughout 
tiie  whole  of  tnat  trying  day.  For  these  ser- 
vices and  their  gallant  and  nunly  bearing  under 
tiie  heaviest  fire,  they  ridil^r  deserve  the  nighest 
commendation  and  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
trymen. Colonels  Wagner  and  Barker  have 
long  and  ably  commanded  brig^es,  and  I  re- 
sp^tfully  submit  it  would  be  simplv  an  act  of 
justice  to  confer  <m  thoM  the  actual  and  legal 
rank  oL  the  command  they  iMve  so  long  exar- 
cised.  To  ^or  a  Race,  Chief  of  Ar&ttery ; 
Surgeon  W.  WT  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana ;  Cap- 
tain M.  P.  Bestow   " 

First  Lieutenant 

ana,  Aide-de4)amp       . 

teenth  Michigan,  Inspectcn«-General,  and  Major 

Walker,  Second  Indiana  cavalry,  volunteer  Aid- 

de-Oamp,  my  thanks  are  due  and  cordially  given. 

Captain  L.  D*  Myers,  Division  Quartermaster ; 


detain  Benderson,  OoownisBarary  of  Subsist- 
ence to  the  division,  and  First  Lieutenant  Mar- 
tin, Twenly-firat  Ohio,  Signal  Officer,  but  for 
some  time  engaged  in  perfuming  the  duties  of 
Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  great  credit  is 
due  for  the  intelligent  and  efficient  performance 
of  duty  in  their  respective  •departments.  Cap- 
tain Bnioe,  Fif^-eig^hth  Indiaaa,  Ordnance  Officer 
of  the  First  Virginia,  deserves  sredit  for  valua- 
ble services  rendered  in  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment for  the  entire  division,  during  the  absence 
of  the  Division  Ordnaace  (MSBoer. 

My  division  is  composed  of  reoimentB  from 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan, 
and  Kentuclgr.  To  the  relatives  and  personal 
friends  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  I  would  respectfully  offer  my 
qrmpathy  and  condolence. 

About  ten  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  dur- 
ing one  of  the  heaviest  attacks,  I  was  struck  b  v 
a  Siinnie  ball  on  the  inner  side  of  the  left  heel. 
Fortunately  the  bell  struck  obliquely,  or  the  in- 
jury would  have  been  much  severer.  My  boot 
was  torn  o^en,  the  loot  lacerated,  and  a  severe 
contusion  inflicted.  I  did  not  dismount  from 
my  horse  till  seven  o*clock  in  the  evening.  The 
coldness  of  the  night,  combined  with  the  ii\jury, 
made  my  foot  so  painful  and  stiff  as  to  render 
it  evid^t  I  would  not  be  effective  for  imme- 
diate service.  I  was  ordered  by  the  command- 
ing General  of  the  corps  to  repair  that  night, 
by  ambulance,  with  an  escort,  to  the  citjr.  It 
was  with  extreme  regret  I  found  myself  in  a 
condition  to  make  it  necessary,  on  account  of  my 
hijury,  to  leave  the  division  I  had  formed  and 
so  long  commanded ;  but  the  renret  was  allevi- 
ated by  the  reflection  that  I  had  left  the  division 
under  the  command  of  an  able  and  experienced 
officer,  one  who  had  long  served  with  it,  whp 
knew  it  wdl,  and  in  whom  it  had  confidence^ 
Brigadier-Goneral  Hascall. 

I  am  still  confined  to  my  room^  but  trust  ere 
long  to  be  able  to  resume  mv  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Th.  J.  Wood, 

Brigadier-Geneial,  commanding. 
OEMIRAL  TAK  CLSVira  RBPORT. 


MmtMtoA 

AXMT  Of  TBB  CUMUUtLAICD. 


TBbd  DinauMc,) 


Mo^jor  lAfM  Skaimgy  AasitknU  Ac^uiant-Oen- 

er<d: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing repwt  of  the  operations  of  my  division 
on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1862 : 

At  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day, 
I  received  an  order  to  cross  Stone  River,  on 
whidi  my  left  rested,  and  march  toward  Mur- 
freesboro.  The  First  bri^^ade,  Colonel  Beatty, 
Third  brigade.  Colonel  Price,  and  the  batteries, 
Gsytain  Swattow  commanding,  were  promptly 
moved  over  and  formed  into  line ;  the  Second 
brigade,  Colonel  Fyfie,  being  retained  on  the 
south  side  by  a  subsequent  order. 

My  lines  being  formed  and  about  to  advance, 
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by  yotir  order  I  refsromt^d  Hie  river,  leaving  iiie 
Third  brigade  to  guard  the  ford.  'WHb  the 
First  brigade  I  marohed  rapidly  to  the  snpport 
of  General  Ronssean,  whose  division  i^Ps  hard 
pressed  by  Ihe  enemy.  We  formed  in  a  wood 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Mnrfreesboro  and  Nash- 
viHe  turnpike.  Onr  lines  were  no  sooner  formed 
than  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing,  driving 
before  them  otrr  scattered  troops.  Our  rania 
were  opened  to  suffer  them  to  pass,  when  they 
closed  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  a  wither- 
ing fire,  who  were  soon  brought  to  a  halt  A 
murderous  fh'e  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  about 
tweaty  nmiutes,  when  the  enemy  began  to  re- 
coil. Our  second  Hue  now  relieving  the  first 
with  a  hearty  cheer,  the  rebels  broke  and  retreat- 
ed. The  Second  brigade  coming  up  at  tliis 
moment,  formed  on  the  right  and  joined  in  the 
pursuit  We  pressed  the  enemy  through  Ais 
wood,  and  across  an  open  field,  to  another 
wood,  where  they  appear  to  have  met  with 
reinforcements  and  rcJ-formed.  The  Seventh 
Indiana  battery.  Captain  SWaQow,  joined  us  on 
this  open  field,  and  rendered  efficient  aid.  Here 
I  received  informa^on  from  Gfeneral  Rosecrans 
that  Oeneral  Rousseau  was  (hiving  the  enemy, 
accompanied  wilh  an  order  for  me  to  press 
them,  hard. 

At  the  same  moment  I  was  notified  by  a 
messenger  from  Colonel  Barker,  whose  l»i^de 
was  to  my  right  and  rear,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  force  on  my  ri^t  hi  a  wood,  and  were  plant- 
ing a  battery  there.  I  immediately  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Colonel  Harker  to  press  the  enemy  hard, 
as  1  had  no  reserve  to  protect  my  ri^ht ;  to 
Captain  8waHow,  who  was  doing  rood  service 
with  his  battery,  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  captured ; 
to  Colonel  Beatty  to  send  two  regiments,  if  they 
could  possibly  be  spared,  to  tne  support  6f 
Colonel  Pyffe,  and  a  fourth  to  General  Critten- 
den to  inform  him  of  my  critical  situation.  The 
enemy  now  poured  a  galling  fire  of  musketry, 
accompanied  with  grape  and  shell,  on  our  right 
Colonel  Pyffe's  brigade,  supported  by  Captain 
Swallow's  battery,  gallantly  returned  the  fire, 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers  on  front 
and  flank,  were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  fol- 
lowed but •  dbxat  distoace  py  theenemy.  Cap- 
tain Swallow,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awarded,  brought  oflF  his  battery  aafely. 

Colonel  Beatty,  who  had  been  pressing  the 
enemy  on  the  Ien;,as  soon  as  he  learned  the  con- 
ditioa  of  aflWrs,  retired  in  good  order ;  with  two 
of  his  regiments,  was  ordered  by  General  Rose- 
crans to  protect  a  battery  on  the  Mtn*freesboro 
road ;  the  remaining  two  regiments  of  his  bri- 
gade and  Colonel  Fyne*s  brigawie  were  re-formed, 
and  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  Mo- 
Cook's  corps,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Pioneer, 
which  position  we  occupied  without  further 
adventure  till  after  dark. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  invittng 
your  attention  to  the  gallantry  displayed  by 
those  under  my  command  during  this  engage- 
ment To  both  officers  Mid  men  t»o  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded.    I  would  particularly  notice 


the  coohiesB,  intrepiilty,  and  skill  of  w  brigade 
commanders,  Colonels  Beatty  and  Pyne,  and  of 
Oiptam  Swafiow,  Cliief  of  Artillery.  To  the 
members  of  my  staff.  G^tsin  B.  A.  Ofe.  Asnst- 
aUt  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  C.  H.  Wood,  In- 
spector-Geneml ;  Captain  William  Starting,  Topo- 
graphical E^neer ;  Lieutenants  T.  F.  Murdoch 
and  H.  M.  Williams,  Aids-de-Oamp,  I  owe  ranch 
for  ^e  promptness,  faithfidneas,  and  gaihfl^ 
with  which  they  executed  my  orders,  and  eoo' 
veyed  intelligence  on  the  fieli  Sergeant  R.  B. 
Rhodes,  of  the  Phrst  Ohio  cavahy,  in  conmiand 
of  my  eacortj  conducted  himself  like  a  true  sol- 
dier, and  deserves  honorable  mention. 

A  slight  wound  received  ead^lhis  diy,  be- 
coming exceedin^y  painfrd,  on  the  Mowing 
morning  I  was  con^Ued  to  turn  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  divimon  to  Colonel  Beatty,  and  rethe 
from  the  field. 

Very  respeotfufiy,  your  obedient  servmt, 
H.  P.  Vak  Custh, 


OOLQNIL  RBATnr'S  BEPORI. 

HnuMiixMtxm  Tbtbd  Divbrm,       ) 
Gamf  aouB  MfTBffUBKMW,  JviauT,  1861 J 

Mc^or  Ltpte  Starling,  Assistant  A<ff9aa4-Gem' 

red: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbnll  the  ^ 
lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  ^s  divisioa 
for  the  tune  embraced  between  the  first  and 
third  days  of  January,  18^,  indosive: 

I  was  called  to  the  command  of  the  divigi« 
on  the  morning  of  Januanr  first,  by  Genenl  Vmi 
Cleve^  ditabiiity,  from  tne  womMi  received  in 
the  battle  of  the  precedhiff  day. 

At  three  ?.  m.  on  that  cay,  I  received  orters 
to  cross  Stone  River  with  my  oommand  at  tiie 
**  upper  ford,"  and  hoW  the  hifl  eTeriooking  ti» 
river  near  the  ford.  Accordingly,  at  dayhrwk 
the  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Pri«e  commaoding, 
crossed  the  river  at  the  place  indlcflled,  throw- 
ing out  skirmishers  and  nardcers.  Colom  Price 
was  quickly  followed  by  Colonel  Pyflfe's  bf^a^ ; 
the  force  being  formed  in  two  lines,  the  right 
retiring  on  the  high  ground  near  the  river  sod 
east  of  the  ford,  and  me  left  thrown  ftnrward  so 
that  ttie  direction  of  the  line  shovM  be  nearly 
perpendicular  to  the  river. 

In  the  meantime,  the  First  bri^gade,  Oolood 
Grider  commanding,  had  been  dic^osed  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  regiments  were  formed  in  the  below 
near  the  hospital,  as  a  reserve,  the  othsr  two 
remaining  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  •»!>• 
port  a  battery. 

The  enemy's  ildrmlrtiers  were  now  disoot^ 
efed  in  a  wood,  distant  half  a  mile  or  so  from 
our  first  line,  and  dceasional  firing  tock  plaee  on 
both  sides. 

Information  of  all  Aese  movementa  was  sent 
to  General  Crittenden,  who  sent  «ie  wwd  if  I 
needed  artifiery  to  order  tup  a  battery.  The 
Third  Wisconsin  battery.  Lieutenant Livmgatnn 
commanding,  was  aecordingb^  •*  dx>ot  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  ordered  to  cross  me  tiver  and  ifr 
main  in  the  hollow  near  the  tod. 
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raall  parties  of  the  enemy's  c&yalry  and  in- 
ry  were  occasionally  seen,  and  at  length  a 
»ng  line  -was  distinctfy  visiWe  throngn  the 
nines  of  the  wood.  Lieutenant  Livingston 
I  ordered  to  bring  np  his  battery.  It  was 
ordiMgly  placed  in  position  bii  the  rising 
und  in  front  of  Colonel  Pyffe's  brigade.  Bev- 
L  shells  ^^ere  thrown  at  the  enemy's  line, 
ich  caused  i^  disappearance ;  it  was  -sup- 
»ed  that  they  had  ma  down.  One  section, 
iutenant  Habbard  commanding,  was  now 
» ved  to  the  hill  on  the  right,  whence,  also,  one 
tw'o  shells  were  thrown  at  detached  parties. 
\onel  Fyffe*s  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
c  batten^,  w^iere  it  was  covered  by  a  skirt  of 
>od6.  Our  w^hole  force  had  been  constantly 
Qcealed  by  making  the  men  lie  down. 
About  one  o'clock  the  remalDing  two  regi- 
ents  of  Colonel  Grider's  bri^ule,  the  Nino- 
en^  Ohio  and  Ninl^  Kentadrp',  were  ordered 
•  cross  the  river,  which  thev  did,  forming  near 
le  hospital  oti  the  left  of  the  olher  two  regi- 
lents  of  tlie  same  brigade,  to  protect  onr  left 
aiik.  The  Qnemy's  force  was  occasionally  seen 
loving  to  our  left,  and  Generals  Crittenden  and 
'aimer  were  advised  of  the  iSswt ;  Colonel  Grofte 
ras  consequently  ordered  to  support  me.  His 
>rigade  formed  so  as  to  protect  our  left,  reliev- 
ng  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky. 
These  two  regiments  were  formed  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  the  second  line, at  a, reserve,  being 
308ted  in  the  bellow  near  the  fcH^i. 

Xo  other  disturbance  occurred  during  the 
day,  except  the  occasional  firing  of  the  skir- 
raishers ;  so  Colonel  Grose's  brigade  andLivlngs- 
ton's  batter^  recrossed  Ihe  river.  About  mid- 
night we  were  alarmed  by  sharp  firing  from  the 
Rkmnishers ;  they  reported  that  it  was  caused 
by  the  enemy's  Bkirmishers  advancing  and  firing 
upon  us.  One  of  our  men  was  kill^  and  one 
wounded.  Nothing  else  occurred  during  the 
night  On  the  morning  of  FViday,  January  sec- 
ond, Livingston's  battery  came  across  the  river 
again,  and  was  posted  as  before.  There  was 
light  skirmishing  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  Colonel  Knifler, 
was  ordered  to  take  place  in  the  first  line,  to 
close  the  |ap  between  Colonel  FyfFe's  brigade 
and  the  others.  Nothing  of  note  occurred  until 
about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  firing  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  became  very  constant  and 
heavy,  ds  they  slowly  crept  up  toward  us.  The 
skinniBhers  now  reported  a  battery  being 
planted  in  our  front,  and  shortiy  afterward,  tiiat 
rateen  regiments  of  infknfty  and  three  pieces  of 
artillery  were  moving  to  our  left. 

Notice  ef  all  these  movements  was  given  to 
JjeneralB  Crittenden  and  Palmer,  amd  Colond 
wose's  brigade  again  came  over  to  our  support 
About  noon  the  enemy's  battery  opened  with 
oc^ional  shells,  Erected  at  lieutenant  Hub- 
bard b  section  of  artiflery  on  the  hill.  The 
?f*^^  J  ^^flleiy  w«re  now  seen  movinff  to  our 
len,  and  soon  another  battery  opened  fire  upon 
laeutenant  Hubbard's  section. 


As  the  enemy's  skirmisherB  were  so  near  that 
Iheir  firing  was  annoying  and  dangerous  to  the 
artillery,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Livingston  to 
retire  and  take  a  position  on  the  hill  near  the 
hospital.  A  few  raells  were  still  thrown  by  the 
enemy's  battery  on  out  left,  and  occasional  ones 
from  ap  apparently  heavy  battery  across  the 
river.  As  tne  enemy's  skirmiirtieTS  pressed  ours 
very  closely,  our  lines  were  strengthened  by 
throwing  out  two  more  companies.  The  firing 
was  very  sharp,  and  many  of  our  men  as  well  as 
theirs,  were  wounded.  At  about  half-past  two 
o'clock  it  Was  reported  that  fbur  more  of  the 
enemVs  guns  were  moving  toward  our  left 
Word  was  sent  of  this,  as  m  case  of  all  Other 
movements,  to  General  Oittenden.  At  about 
three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  reported  that  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  were  throwing  down  the 
fence  in  front  of  our  hue.  Orders  were  sent  to 
Colonel  Price  to  let  his  first  line  fall  back  behind 
the  crest  of  ike  hUl,  but  before  he  eoold  receive 
them  the  enemy  were  advancing  across  the  field 
to  the  charge.  The^  were  formed  in  column, 
with  a  front  of  apparently  two  regiments. 

The  first  column  was  three  regiments,  or  six 
ranks  deep ;  this  was  succeeded  oy  a  second  of 
the  same  depth,  and  a  third  apparenMy  greater. 

At  the  same  moment  their  artillery  opened 
from  three  or  four  different  points,  throwing 
shot,  shell  and  canister  directly  into  us. 

As  the  enemy's  colmnmi  aj^roac^ed  to  within 
a  hundred  yards  or  so,  the  finst  line  rose  up 
and  delivered  a  heavy  fire  upon  their  column, 
which  checked  it  for  a  moment;  Ihey  soon 
pressed  on,  however.  The  regiments  Of  ^e 
first  hue,  the  -Fifty-first  Ohio,  Bighth  Kentucky, 
and  Thirty-4ifth  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
fought  gallantly  until  the  enemy  were  within  a 
few  yards  of  them,  when,  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, they  were  compelled  to  retire. 

This  movement  confused  and  disd^anized 
the  second  Hne,  which  also  was  ordered  to  fall 
back.  The  reserve,  consisting  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  Ninth  Kentii<d[y,  and  fjleventh  Kentucky, 
was  now  ordsred  up.  They  advanced  most 
gallantly  toward  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  poured 
a  destmotive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whose  first 
column  was  by  this  time  almost  annihilated. 
Their  supporting  colunms  soon  came  up,  how- 
ever, and  at  the  same  time  a  force  advanced 
along  the  river  bank  upon  our  right  fiaak.  Our 
men  fought  wiA  most*  desperate  courage,  as 
will  appear  from  their  severe  loss,  until  forced 
back  by  the  actual  pressure  of  the  enemy.  Even 
then  they  broke  back  from  the  rights  file  by 
file,  stubbornly  contest!^  their  ground.  At 
last,  however,  the  right  being  forced  back,  tiie 
left  was  ordered  to  feMre,  which  it  slowly  did 
untQ  &e  bank  of  the  river  was  reached. 

Attempts  were  made  to  rally  the  men  at 
several  points,  but  ft  was  impossible  from  the 
heavy  fire  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  Aem  were,  therefore,  forced  across 
the  river,  where  many  of  them  rallied  and  re- 
turned wilh  the  first  supporting  troops ;  and  I 
am  proud  to  say  that  the  colors  of  the  Nine- 
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teen^  Ohio.  Niotii  Kentndky,  aod  Fit^4nt 
Ohio  were  the  first  to  recross  the  streaa  aftw 
the  eneii\y*8  ohe<^  The  tremeBdouB  fire  of  our 
artillery  on  the  south  side  of  the  riTer,  with 
LiyingBten's  battery  on  the  other,  with  the  de- 
termined resistance  thegr  had  met,  had  stopped 
tiie  enemy  at  the  ri^er ;  and  now,  as  onr  troops 
pressed  forward,  tiiey  fled  in  oonfusicm,  leaving 
fonr  of  their  goos. 

Several  brave  offioers  had  rallied  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  men,  and  were  the  foremost  in  the 
advance. 

Night  now  came  on  and  closed  ike  pqcsait 
The  reffiments  were  rapidly  reorganized,  and  in 
a  few  honrs  were  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and 
tomed  eat  promptly  and  cheerfnlly  at  an  alum. 


llxe  Seoond  brigade,  Gdond  Fyffe^was  not 
attaoJced,  the  front  of  ihe  enemy's  conmm  not 
extending  to  tiiem.  Seeing  the  rizht  driven 
back,  they  also  retired  in  ^ood  order.  Lieu- 
tenant Livingstcm's  battery  fired  constantly  and 
wdd  from  i&  first  appearance  of  the  enem^, 
until  the  very  last  moment  he  conld  remam 
std'dy.  He  then  crossed  liie  river  without 
losing  a  piece. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  mv  men  fought,  and  the  prompt- 
ness with  whicn,  when  forced  to  give  way, 
they  rallied  and  reorganized. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  number  of 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  ^agagement 
before  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee : 


BiigMlier-G«oeral  VanCleve, . 
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To  the  commanders  of  the  difiermit  brigades, 
Golonete  Grider.  Price  and  FySe,  my  thanks  are 
due  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  of  their  be- 
havior under  very  trying  circumstances.  lieur 
tenant  Liivin«»ton,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin 
battery,  did  clficient  service,  and  performed  his 
duty  tkhW  and  handsome^.  Lieutenant  Smoch, 
Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who  commanded  a 
detachment  of  couriers,  remained  constantly  on 
hand  near  me,  and  was  of  great  use. 

To  the  following  officers,  members  of  my  8ta£^ 
I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  assistance,  and  th^ 
manner  in  which  it  was  rendered :  Captain  R 
A.  Otis,  Aasistant  Adjutant-Gkneral ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Wood,  Actii^  Assistant  Inspector-Cren^al ; 
Gaptain  William  Starling,  Topognmhioal  Ei 
neer,  and  Lieutenants  T.T.  Murdoch  and  H, 
Willianii,  Aids-de-Oamp. 

AaspectfiiDy  submitted, 

Samubl  Bbattt, 

Oojonel, 


GAPIAIN  J.  ST  OJOB  MORION'S  REPORT. 

The  fc^owing  is  a  full  abstract  of  the  offidal 
report  of  Gaptain  James  St.  Glair  Morton,  corps 
of  engineers,  commanding  brigade  of  pioneers : 

The  pioneer  brieade  of  the  Army  of  the  Gum- 
berlana  consists  of  three  battalions  of  infantry, 
selected  from  forty  different  regiments,  and  the 
Ghica^o  Board  of  Trade  battery,  Gaptain  Stokes. 
Oaptam  Bridges,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois,  com- 
manded the  First  battalion ;  Ci^tam  Hood,  of 
the  Eleventh  Michigan,  the  Second,  and  Gap- 


tain GlementB,of  the  Sixty-nintii  (%io,the  Third 
battalion. 

On  the  march  from  Nashville,  the  brigade 
constructed  two  bridges  over  Stewart* a  C^eek, 
between  the  hours  of  four  p.  m.  and  four  o'dodL 
A.  M.,  twen^-ninth  and  thirtieth  of  December, 
arriving  at  me  battle-field  on  the  thirtieth. 

On  me  morning  of  the  thirty-first  of  Decem- 
ber, the  brigade  was  engaged  in  im|Mroving  the 
foros  of  Stone  River,  in  ^midi  the  ri^t  battal- 
ion sustained  the  fire  of  some  rebel  cavalry. 
Gi^tain  (now  Brigadier-General)  Morton  was 
ordered,  soon  afterward,  to  take  position  in  tine 
of  batde.  The  brigade  was  formed  by  order  of 
General  Bosecrans,  in  person,  frontiuig;  toward 
the  nghL  The  enemy  u>peo^ed  on  a  rise  ol 
ground,  in  front,  from  wmch  ^ey  had  driven 
one  €i  our  batteries.  Stokes'  battery  immedi- 
atelv  opened  fire,  with  canister,  and  drove  them 
back.  GM)tain  Morton,  at  the  personal  (urder  of 
General  Bosecrans,  who,  with  his  staff  aocooa- 
panving  him,  advanced  to  tiie  eminence  and 
held  it,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rebd  baci- 
teries  and  sharpshooters.  Stokes'  battery  was 
supported  hv  &e  First  battetlion,  on  the  lefL, 
^ted  in  a  thicket ;  the  Third  battriion  on  tiie 
right,  its  flank  protected  bv  the  Second  battal- 
ion, posted  in  a  wood,  still  further  to  the  r^C 

Shortlv  after  the  Ihie  was  formed  the  enemy 
appeared  across  the  field,  preparing  to  charge 
upon  one  of  our  retiring  detachments,  which  had 
been  raUied  by  the  commanding  GenexaL  Stakes* 
battery  (q>ened  upon  the  foe,  and  the  advanoo 
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of  the  enemy  was  speedUy  arrested.  The  right 
battalion  was  attacked  soon  after,  the  enemy 
obviouslj  intending  to  penetrate  the  line  uuder 
cover  of  the  forest  The  battalion  changed 
front  to  obtain  a  flanking  fire»  and  by  a  single 
YoUey  repulsed  the  enemy,  composed  of  me 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  T^exas  regiment.  The 
Seventy-ninth  Indiana  had  rallied  on  tiie  right 
of  the  battalion  in  the  meantime,  and  assisted 
in  &e  success.  This  was  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant episodes  of  the  battle.  It  followed  qnickfy' 
upon  the  charge  made  by  the  (General  m  per- 
son^ and  was  really  the  second  act  of  the  drama, 
which  changed  the  tide  of  battle. 

Toward  sunset  the  enemy  appeared  on  Mor- 
Um*B  left  Two  sections  of  Stokes*  battery 
were  brought  to  the  left  of  tibe  Fhrst  battalion, 
and  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  which  had  attacked 
the  battslion  in  the  thicket,  was  bitterly  re- 
pulsed. Their  dead  were  left  within  fifty  paces 
of  Morton*9  lines.    The  troops  behaved  adndr- 


Sioneers  slept  on  their  arms  that  night 
,  >ew  Year's  morning,  the  enemy  again 
appMred  on  tbe  left,  apparently  to  advance 
mrou^  a  gap  between  it  and  the  Murfreesboro 
tarnpike.  Morton  immediately  changed  front 
and  occupied  the  eap.  A  hot  engagement 
ensued,  infantry  and  artillery  being  xised  so 
effectively  tliat  the  enemy  could  not  push  be- 
yond the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  they  were 
finsJly  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  The  posi- 
tion was  held  by  the  pioneers  until  after  meht- 
fiU,  when  they  were  relieved  and  formed  in 
reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  second  part  of 
the  pioneers  were  engaged  making  road-cross- 
ings over  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  severe  cannonade.  Stokes'  battery  returned 
the  fire,  and  the  battalions  advanced,  support- 
ing it  under  a  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell «  until 
the  rebel  batteiy  was  silenced,  when  the  pio- 
neers fell  back  to  their  position. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  Breckinridge  made  his 
attack  upon  Van  Glove's  small  division,  which 
had  been  thrown  across  the  river  on  our  left. 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  ordered  the  pio- 
neers to  the  left  as  reinforcements.  Morton 
marched  his  command  at  double-quick,  and 
arrived  on  the  line  occupyiog  a  eap  in  it,  under 
Ae  firing  of  a  rebel  battery,  which  was  soon 
silenced  by  Stokes'  battery,  which  was  worked 
with  great  skill  and  vigor. 

General  Neeley's  (Eighth)  division  was  al- 
ready tremendously  engageo.  The  enemy  had 
advanced  in  colnnms  of  brigades  six  deep  with- 
out intervals,  presenting  a  most  formidable  mass, 
and  threatening  to  carry  everything  before  them. 
Our  batteries  opened  in  magnificent  concert,  and 
the  most  obstmate  combat  of  the  whole  series 
of  engagements  was  culminating.  General  Neg- 
ley  now  requested  Morton  to  reinforce  him,  and 
the  pioneers  were  at  once  moved  up  at  a  double- 
qoick  and  formed*  the  Third  battalion  in  second 
line  behind  the  division  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral JefiEl  C.  Davis,  the  First  extending  beyond  it, 
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and  tiirowing  out  its  own  advanoe,  oociq)y!ng 
the  space  between  it  and  the  river ;  Stokes'  bat- 
tery was  posted  on  a  knoll  between  the  First 
and  Second  battalions,  tibe  Second  being  in  sec 
ond  line  on  the  extreme  right  The  fighting, 
meantime,  of  the  most  violent  description,  was 
growing  slack,  and  the  enemy,  finally  defeated, 
were  flying  back  to  Murfreesboro,  darkness  pre- 
venting pursuit 

After  nightM,  the  pioneers  recrossed  the 
river,  and  again  assumea  position  in  the  reserve, 
the  Second  Dattelion  being  detailed  to  dig  rifle- 
pits  in  the  front,  near  me  pike,  and  on  the 
extreme  right  They  labored  all  night  in  the 
ram.  On  January  third,  the  Third  battalion 
relieved  the  First,  then  on  duty  in  the  trenches ; 
on  tiie  fourth,  the  Second  and  Third  battalions 
began  the  construction  of  two  lunettes  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  First  battalion 
began  a  trestle  bridge  across  it ;  on  the  fifth  the 
work  continued,  and  the  Third  battalion,  with 
the  advance  of  the  army,  went  in  pursuit  of  the 


enemy. 
The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  foUows: 
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The  force  of  the  brigade  actually  engaged  was 
sixteen  hundred  men — ninety-five  in  Stokes' 
battery. 

Throughout  the  engagement  the  pioneers  be- 
haved nobly,  and  upon  requisition  worked  zeal- 
ously night  and  day,  although  insufficiently 
subsisteo,  and  under  vicissitudes  of  inclement 
weather  and  rebel  fire. 

Captain  Morton  eulogized  the  conduct  of  the 
artillerjrmen  in  the  highest  nlanner.  They 
fought  under  the  eye  of  the  General,  and  won 
high  encomiums  from  him.  Captain  Morton,  in 
his  report,  says :  '^  As  the  commanding  General 
was  everywhere  present  on  the  field  with  his 
staff,  he  cannot  but  have  remarked  the  good 
service  done  by  Captain  Stokes,  who  manifested 
the  greatest  zeal,  and  managed  his  battery  with* 
the  utmost  decision  and  success."  ^ 

Captain  Morton  most  honorably  mentions  his 
Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Lambessen,  of  the  Nine 
teenth  Slinois;  his  Inspectors,  Lieutenants 
Clark,  of  the  Sixteenth  United  States  infantry. 
and  Murphy,  of  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin ;;  Us 
Aids,  Lieutenant  Reeve,  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Lidiana,  and  Assistant  Engineer  FearsaU ;  **  all  of 
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whom  exhibited  the  utmoBt  ardor  and  alacrity 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty." 

Captain  Hood»  Captain  Clements  and  Cs^tain 
Bridges,  commanding  the  battalions,  are  highly 
extolled.  The  latter,  though  wounded  on  the 
thirty-first,  remained  in  command  of  his  bat- 
talion. 

GAFTAm  HENDE(naAII/S  REPOBT. 
EMASXiVASXtsaa  Lbr  Wikg,  January  10, 1868. 

Mqjor  L.  Starling,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  tlie  artillery 
in  the  left  wing,  from  December  twenty-six, 
1862,  to  January  two,  1863.  This  army  marched 
from  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  twenty- 
sixth  ;  the  left  wing  marchiiig  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike. 

December  26. 

About  three  p.  m  .,  our  advance  was  brought 
to  a  stand-still,  near  Lavergne,  by  a  rebel  bat- 
tery. It  was  opposed  by  a  section  of  artillery 
aerving  with  the  cavalry,  which  being  unable 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  our  advance  battery 
(Captain  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio)  was, 
after  a  little  delay,  put  in  position  and  opened 
fire,  soon  silencing  the  enemy. 

December  27. 

General  Hascall  took  the  advance  with  his 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  They  marched  steadily  forward  till  the 
enemy  were  (friven  across  Stewart's  Creek ;  the 
battery  halting  only  when  it  was  necessary  to 
fire ;  two  pieces  were  posted  near,  covering  the 
bridge. 

December  28. 

Some  artillery  was  so  disposed  as  to  check 
the  enemy,  should  tiiey  attempt  to  destroy  or 
retake  the  bridge. 

DMombcr29. 

Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H 
and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  being  in  a  commanding 
position,  threw  a  few  shells  about  nine  a.  m., 
driving  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  opposite 
woods.  Our  column  advanced  across  the  bridge 
at  ten  a.  u.,  meeting  with  little  resistance  tdl 
within  about  three  miles  of  Murfreesboro.  Our 
troops  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  as  thepr 
came  up,  the  artillery  remaining  with  their 
divisions. 

December  80. 

About  nine  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon 
Captain  Cox*s  Tenth  Indiana  battery  (which  was 
between  the  pike  and  the  railroad,  and  in  front 
partiaJly  covered  by  woods).  Captain  Bradley's 
Sixth  Ohio  battery  at  once  took  a  position  to 
the  left  of  the  woods,  and  in  a  com  field.  The 
two  batteries  soon  silenced  that  of  the  enemy. 
One  shot  killed  a  man  near  where  a  number  of 
general  and  staff  officers  were  standing,  and 
another  passing  through  Battery  H,  Fourw  artil- 
lery, killing  one  man,  wounding  another,  besides 
disabling  a  horse. 


December  8L 

Tlie  left  wing  started  to  cross  Stone  River, 
about  eight  a.  m.,  but  before  a  division  had 
crossed,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  right 
was  Ming  back.  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  whidi 
was  about  crossing,  was  ordered  to  counter- 
march and  move  at  double-qmck  to  the  right 
Captain  Swsdlow's  Seventh  Indiana  lottery  oper- 
ated for  a  time  with  this  brigade,  shellmg  the 
rebel  cavalry  from  ihe  brick  hospital  Colonel 
Beatty's  brigade,  having  recrossed  the  river, 
advanced  to  the  support  -of  the  right  wing ;  bxit 
the  Twenty-sixth  renn^lvania  battery,  lieu- 
tenant Stevens  commanding,  being  unable  to 
follow  the  brigade  through  the  woods,  took  a 
position  near  the  pike,  and  received  the  enemy 
with  shot  and  shell  as  they  advsmced  after  onr 
retreating  columns,  and  I  think  did  his  part  in 
checking  them.  He  advanced  as  they  retreated, 
and  took  a  position  in  a  com  field  on  tiiie  right 
of  the  pike  near  the  three^nile  post,  and  agam 
opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  position  of  this 
battery  underwent  sevend  changes  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  but  remained  in  the  same  m- 
mediate  vicinity.  The  Third  Wisconsin  battwy, 
having  recrossed  the  river  with  the  brieide, 
took  a  position  commanding  the  ford,  and  about 
twelve  M.  opened  upon  me  enemy's  cavahy, 
whUe  attempting  to  drive  off  some  of  our 
wagons  which  hui  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
near  a  hospital  we  had  established  on  the  other 
side,  driving  them  away  with  very  little  bootj. 
The  batteries  of  GenersJ  Wood's  division  (Cox's 
Tenth  Indiana,  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana,  and  Brad- 
ley's Sixth  Ohio,  all  nnaer  command  of  Major 
Race,  of  the  First  Ohio  artillery)  fought  with  the 
brigades  with  which  they  were  serving.  I  had 
no  occasion  to  give  special  orders  to  them  during 
the  day.  The  batteries  of  General  Palmer's  divis- 
ion served  with  it  during  the  morning,  renderiiK 
good  service.  Captain  Standart's  bi^ry  feu 
back  with  General  Craft's  brigade,  and  was  not 
again  engaged  during  the  day.  Captain  Cock- 
erell,  durmg  the  afternoon,  was  ordered  to  the 
front,  taking  a  position  in  the  com  field  on  the 
left  of  the  woods  where  the  enemy  were  mak- 
ing such  desperate  attempts  to  force  back  the 
lefi  At  this  place,  C&ptain  Cockeiell  was 
severely  wounded  in  die  foot,  and  the  command 
of  his  battery  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Os* 
burn.  Two  ^uns  of  this  battery  were  dis- 
abled from  their  own  firing,  the  axles  bein^  too 
weak.  One  of  the  limbers  of  this  battery  was 
blown  up  during  the  day.  Lieutenant  Parsoos, 
commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artil- 
lery, was  ordered  up  to  support  tiie  left,  ahoat 
four  p.  M.,  and  took  a  nosition  near  the  railroad. 
After  he  had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  I 
sent  Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battecy 
to  replace  him.  These  batteries  did  mndi  to 
repel  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  with  tiw 
evident  determination  to  drive  us  back  at  all 
hazards  if  possible.  During  the  night  the  bat- 
teries were  re-supplied  witti  ammunitioD,  and  I 
directed  them  to  take  positions,  as  follows,  be- 
fore daylight,  viz. :  Lieutenant  Kvingatoa,  coo- 
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manding  ford  on  the  extreme  left;  Captain 
Swaflow,  on  his  right,  near  the  raihroad ;  Lieu- 
tenant Stevens  also  near  the  railroad,  but  on  the 
left  of  Captain  Swallow.  The  batteries  of  the 
First  division  between  the  railroad  and  the 
pike.  Captain  Bradley  on  the  left,  Captain  Cox 
on  the  right,  and  Lieutenant  Estep  in  the  cen- 
tre. The  Second  division  batteries  near  the 
pike  in  reserve. 

Dnring  the  morning,  Lieutenant  Livingston 
was  directed  to  cross  me  river  (he  was  assigned 
a  position  by  Colonel  BeattyJ,  and  Captain  Swal- 
low took  his  place  commanding  the  lord  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Parsons  was  ordered  to  a  position  on 
General  Rousseau's  front  by  General  Rosecrans, 
and  Captain  Cox  was  moved  across  the  pike 
near  Stokes'  battery,  to  support  the  right  of  his 
division,  which  had  moved  its  right  to  that 
poinl  After  dark,  Captain  Standart  was  or- 
dered to  relieve  Strokes'  battery.  No  firing, 
except  now  and  then  a  shell  at  the  enemy  s 
pidcets,  during  the  day. 

Jano&ry  H 
Early  in  the  forenoon,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
first  upon  our  left,  which  was  not  responded  to, 
their  shot  and  shell  doing  no  harm.  They  were 
opened  more  furiously  upon  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries near  the  railroad  and  pike,  several  of  our 
batteries  replying  and  soon  silencine  them. 
When  the  enemy  had  nearly  ceasea  firing, 
Stokes'  battery  opened  with  canister  upon  Cap- 
tain Bradley's  battery  and  Colonel  Barker's  bri- 
gade, wounding  several  men  and  horses. 

Captain  Standart,  with  three  pieces.  Captain 
Bradley's  and  Lieutenant  Estep  s  batteries,  re- 
tired a  short  distance  to  fit  up,  they  having 
received  more  or  less  injury  from  the  enemy. 
Captain  Bradley  fell  back  on  account  of  being 
fired  into  by  Captain  Stokes.  He  returned  to 
his  farmer  position,  after  a  little  while,  but  Cap- 
tain Standart  and  Lieutenant  Estep  remained  m 
reserve.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Parsons, 
with  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  to  a 
position  on  the  ridge  to  the  right  of  (^ptain 
Swallow  (who  was  on  the  highest  point  ndge, 
covering  the  ford)  and  Lieutenant  Osbum,  &t- 
tery  F,  First  Ohio,  to  a  position  perhaps  a  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Pardons. 
During  the  afternoon  Colonel  Beatty  changed 
the  position  of  Lieutenant  Livingston's  battery 
to  near  the  hospital  (across  the  nver). 

About  four  p.  M.,  while  riding  along  the  pike 
with  €}eneral  Crittenden,  we  heard  heavy  firing 
of  artillery  and  musketry  on  the  left  We  at 
once  rode  briskly  over,  and  arriving  upon  the 
hill  near  Hie  fords  saw  our  infantry  retiring  be- 
fore the  enemy.  The  General  asked  me  if  I 
could  not  do  something  to  relieve  Colonel  Beat>- 
ty  with  my  guns — Captain  Swallow  had  already 
opened  with  his  battery.  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Parsons  to  move  a  little  forward  with  his  guns ; 
then  rode  back  to  bring  up  Lieutenant  Estep 
with  his  Eightli  Indiana  battery ;  meeting  Cap- 
tain Morton  with  his  brigade  of  pioneers,  he 
asked  for  advice,  and  I  told  him  to  move  briskly 


forward  with  his  brigade,  and  send  his  battery 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  batteries  en- 
gaged ;  the  Eighth  Indiana  battery  took  posi- 
tion to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsons.  See- 
ing that  Lieutenant  Osbum  was  in  position  (be- 
tween Lieutenants  Parsons  and  Estep)  I  rode  to 
Lieutenant  Stevens'  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
battery,  and  directed  him  to  change  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  open  fire  ;  and  then  to  Captain 
Standart's,  and  dnrected  him  to  move  to  the  left 
with  his  pieces,  and  take  position  covering  the 
ford.  I  tound  that  Captain  Bradley  had  antici- 
pated my  wishes,  and  had  changed  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This 
battery  was  near  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Liv- 
ingston's battery  (which  was  across  the  river) 
opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  imtil  he  thought  he  could  no 
longer  maintain  his  position,  when  he  crossed 
over,  one  section  at  a  time,  and  opened  fire 
again.  The  firing  ceased  about  dark.  During 
^is  terrible  encounter  of  little  more  than  an 
hour  in  duration,  forty-three  pieces  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  left  wing.  Captain  Stokes'  bat- 
tery of  six  guns,  and  the  batteries  of  General 
Negley's  division,  about  nine  guns,  making  a 
totS  of  about  fifty-eight  pieces,  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retired ;  our 
troops  following.  Three  batteries  of  the  left 
wing,  besides  those  of  General  Davis,  crossed 
the  river  in  pursuit.  During  this  engagement, 
Lieutenant  Parsons  had  one  of  his  howitzers 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  but  it 
was  ahnost  immediately  replaced  by  one  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  and  brought  over  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois. 

Captain  Cockerell  and  Lieutenant  Buckmar 
were  both  wounded  on  the  thirty-first.  The 
former  commanded  Battery  P,  First  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Indiana  bat^ 
tery.  Major  Race,  First  Ohio  artillery.  Chief  of 
Artillery  in  the  First  division,  and  the  several 
battery  commanders,  with  their  officers  and  men, 
all,  with  one  eoocepHon^  deserve  most  grateful 
mention  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  Ijprough- 
out  the  battle.  Lieutenant  Parsons,  command- 
ing Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  and  his 
officers.  Lieutenants  Cushing  and  Huntington, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  courage  under  tlie 
hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire.  They  were  proba- 
blv  under  closer  fire  and  more  of  it  than  any 
otter  battery  in  the  left  wing,  and  perhaps  in 
the  army.  I  am  more  tlian  pleased  with  the 
way  they  behaved,  as  well  as  the  brave  men 
imder  them.  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
tery, deserves  particular  notice  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  battery.  The  one  excep- 
tion above  referred  to,  is  Lieutenant  Richard 
Jervis,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  who  is  repre- 
sented to  have  acted  in  a  very  cowardly  manner, 
by  retiring  a  section  of  the  battery  at  a  critical 
moment  without  orders,  or  notifying  his  battery 
commander. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  etc,  in  the 
several  batteries : 
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H  and  If.  Fbarth  Artillery ,  Ueateiuent  PftrBons,. . . 

B,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Standart, 

F,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Oockerell, 

gerenth  Indiana,  Captain  Swallow, 

Third  Wisoonsin,  Lieutenant  Livingston, 

Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant  Stevens,. 

Eighth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  EBtep,. 

Tenth  Indiana,  Captain  Cox, 

Sixth  Ohio,  Cbptaln  Bradley, ; 


Tbtal,. 


WOUBDBD. 


KUled. 


18 


Wounded. 


14 

18 

12 

7 

4 
7 
6 
4 
2 


mating. 


U 


I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  serTant, 


John  Mbndsnhall. 

Cbter  oC  Artmafr. 


Doc.  43. 
OFEBATIONS  IN  TENNESSEE  VALLET. 

ILUOBrOENEEAL  HAZEN'S  REPOBT.* 

HxAOQCABZws  Sboohd  Bbmudb,  Sb^obd  Divmoor,     \ 
Twnrrr-msT  Armt  Cobfs,  CHixTAiroooA,  Oct.  8, 1868.  j 

LietUenard-Ookmel  C.  Ghddard,  A.  A.  OenercU, 

Ebadquarters  DepL  Cumb.: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  at  Poe's  Tav- 
ern, September  third,  1863,  from  Headquarters 
of  the  Department,  I  assumed  commana  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  embracing 
Wagners  and  my  own  brigade  of  in&ntiy, 
Minty's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  WDder's  bri- 
gade of  mounted  infantry — in  aU  between  six 
and  seven  thousand  men — ^with  orders  to  keep 
these  forces  well  in  hand,  to  closely,  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  at  aU  the  crossings  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  make  such  dispositions 
of  the  force  as  should  lead  the  enemv  to  believe 
that  tiie  valley  was  occupied  by  a  large  force, 
and  to  cross  ourselves  and  occupy  Chattanooga 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The*forces  were  scattered  from  Kingston  to 
William's  Island,  a  distance  of  seven^  miles, 
watching  the  entire  line  of  the  river  for  this 
distance,  and  guarding  at  least  at  twenty  ferries 
and  fords. 

I  at  once  visited,  in  person,  the  entire  length 
of  the  line,  making  such  dispositions  as  I  thought 
best  for  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  com- 
mand, withdrawing  a^  much  as  possible  the  left 
of  the  line,  and  giving  orders  for  the  construc- 
tion of  boats  in  the  Nor&  Chickamauga,  to  be 
floated  down  and  used  for  crossing,  when  needed, 
at  the  mouth  of  that  stream. 

Troops  were  made  to  appear  simultaneously 
at  three  or  four  different  crossings,  and,  by  in- 
geniously arranging  their  camp-fires  and  beating 
their  cam,  and  the  dexterous  use  of  artillery, 
were  made  to  represent  a  division  of  troops 
at  each  place. 

•  See  Brown's  Ferrj,  Qeorgla.  * 


The  object  desired  was  fully  obtained. 

I  also  placed  all  heavy  stores  on  Wakioo^ 
Ridge,  and,  as  the  enemy  threatened  to  cross 
his  cavalry  in  heavy  force,  made  preparatioos 
to  receive  him,  and,  filing  to  destrov  him,  to 
drive  him  up  the  valley  beyond  PikeviUe,  wheie 
he  could  be  met  by  Qeneral  Bu^nside* 

A  battery  and  two  r^^iments  of  in&ntry  were 
placed  opposite  Chattanooga^  and  the  enemy  at 
that  point  annoyed  and  two  of  his  boats  dis- 
abled. I  also  established  communication,  by 
signal,  between  all  the  crossings  near  me  and 
my  headquarters. 

On  the  second,  the  enemy  burned  the  Loadon 
Bridge,  and  Buckner's  corps  commenced  moving 
slowly  down  tiie  river,  making  strong  demon- 
stration upon  its  banks,  as  if  to  cross,  at  sev^al 
places.  They  moved  on  Tyner*s  8tati<m,  reach- 
ing that  point  on  the  sixth  and  seventh,  foUoved 
by  a  heavy  cavalry  force,  that  took  the  place  of 
the  infantry  on  the  river  as  they  were  raieved, 
and,  from  Uieir  numbers,  Cdonel  Minty  reported 
that  indication  made  it  pretty  certain  thai  a 
crossing  was  about  to  be  attempted. 

At  the  same  time,  the  pontoon  bridge  of  the 
enemy  was  moored  at  phattanooga,  as  u  to  ctoas 
over  &oops  at  that  pomt 

All  the  crossings  were  closely  watched,  and 
the  troops  held  in  readiness  for  any  movanent 
On  the  eighth,  the  river  was  cleared  of  all  rebd 
troops  above  Chickamauga,  and  I  directed  Minty 
to  cross  over  at  the  mouth  of  Sale  Creek,  recooo- 
noitring  the  country  well  in  his  front,  and  nwve 
cautiously  down  to  Harrison,  always  oontrolliiig 
one  of  the  fords  near  him,  so  as  to  cross  back  u 
it  should  be  found  necessary. 

Before  the  order  could  be  obeyed,  a  heavy 
cavalry  force  confronted  him  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  crossing  was  not  at- 
temnted.  On  that  night,  however,  they  aU  re- 
tired from  above  Frior's  Island,  and  at  eisven 
A.  M.,  on  the  ninth,  from  their  works  opponts 
that  island. 

The  cit>'  of  Chattanooga  was  also  evaooafted 
the  same  morning,  and  the  troops  of  Gtnenl 
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Warper  crossed  over  and  oocupied  the  city,  a 
bortion  of  Wilder'a  force  crossing  at  Frior's 
Island,  reconnoitring  thoronghly  the  country 
opposite  and  towards  Chattanooga. 

Colonel  Minty  was  at  once  ordered  down  to 
cross  and  report  to  Colonel  Wilder,  while  all  the 
troops  not  already  over  were,  on  the  night  of 
&e  ninth,  concentrated  at  Frior's  Island,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  crossed  by  fording, 
which  was  accomplished  within  the  space  of  six 
hours,  without  loss  of  life  or  material. 

The  boats,  although  completed,  were  not  re- 
quired. I  found  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  an 
abundance  of  subsistence  for  my  troops,  and 
brought  out  of  it  seventy  beeves  for  the  army. 

The  casualties  in  all  these  operations  were, 
two  killed,  one  drowned,  and  five  or  six  wounded. 
f  Several  hundred  prisoners  and  deserters  were 
sent  to  the  rear. 

I  have  earnestly  to  commend  to  the  attention 
of  the  G^ovemment  the  services  of  Colonels 
Wilder  and  l^ty,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gades. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
.  W.  B.  Haxen, 

Biigadicr-OeiMral 


Doa44. 


LETTEB  FBOM  MAJOB-GENEBAL  G.  B. 
MoCIiELLAN. 

THE  ATTACK  ON  MUNSOITS  HIIX. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Colonel  H. 
L  Scott,  explains  itsen. 

QBfKVAy  SwmKRLAVD,  ) 

Jan.  11, 1860  [7].     / 

CoLONBL :  I  received  last  evening  yours  of  the 
twenty  fourth  December,  informing  me  that  a 
firiend  had  written  to  you  as  follows : 

**  When  we  meet,  I  will  tell  you  of  the  gener- 
ally prevailing  prejudice  against  you  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  growing  out  of  the  story 
fhxt  General  McClellsm  had  in  some  way  inti- 
mated that  you  had  had  correspondence  with 
the  rebels  and  had  given  them  important  infor- 
mation, before  McQellan's  attack  on  Miinson's 
Hill  (I  think  it  was),  not  far  from  Washing- 
ton." 

You  are  entirely  correct  in  believing  that  no 
intimation  from  me  led  to  the  foregoing  accusa- 
tion. I  am  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  the  story, 
but  I  know  that  no  word  or  wought  of  mine 
could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  it.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
repeating  to  you  what  I  have  always  said  when 
questioned  in  r^ard  to  this  story,  viz. :  that  I 
never  had  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  for  an 
instant  that  you  did,  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
or  any  other,  give  any  information  to  any  one 
conc^ning  the  movements  of  the  Gk)vemment 
troops,  and  that  I  did  not  believe  vou  knew  any 
thing  about  what  was  going  on  after  I  reached 
Washington,  in  July,  1861,  for  I  did  not  think 
you  were  in  Washington  at  all  from  the  period 


of  my  arrival  there  up  to  the  retirement  of 
General  Scott  from  active  service. 

I  always  regarded  this  story  as  simplv  one  of 
the  many  slanders  which  were  so  abundant 
during  the  excitement  of  the  war. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gso.  B.  McCLmuLK. 
OoL  H.  L.  Soorr. 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 


Doa  46. 

THB  DEFENCE  OF  CHABLESTON,  S.  0.* 

MESSAGE  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVI& 

Bkhmord,  Vx  ,  Feb.  12, 1801 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re^^reserUatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering copies  of  several  additional  "reports  of 
(General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston."  Jeffebson  Davis. 

LETTER  OF  THB  SEORETART  OF  WAR. 

OOHmnoun  Stkrm  of  AxmcA,  War  DviimiBiT, ) 
RiomioxD,  VA^jFebmarylO,  1864.     / 

7b  the  President  of  the  OwifedertOe  Statee: 

Snt :  In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  odling  for  "  the  reports  of 
General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  nub- 
Ushed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  follow- 
ing, ^ich  cover  aJl  the  periods  reported,  except 
those  embraced  in  such  reports  as  have  already 
been  transmitted  to  Congress : 

1.  Beport  of  the  examination  of  Charleston 
harbor,  by  the  Spanish  consul,  after  attack  by 
Confederate  iron-clads : 

2.  Beport  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
1863,  between  the  abolition  iron-dads  and  the 
forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor. 

3.  Beports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Bipley  and 
Taliaferro  of  operations  from  the  eighth  to  the 
twentieth  of  July,  1863,  inclusive. 

4.  Beport  of  operations  from  the  first  to  the 
twentiem  August,  inclusive. 

6.  Beport  of  operations  from  the  twenty-first 
to  the  thirty-first  August,  inclusive. 

6.  Beports  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris  Island. 

7.  Major  EUiott's  report  of  night  assault  on 
Port  Sumter. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OFCHARTiKHTON  HARBOR 
BT  THE  SPANISH  CONSUL^  AFTER  ATTACK  BY  CON 
FEDERATE  IRON-CLADa 

SPAJOn  CONBUUITX,  ) 

CoAXumox,  February  Isi,  1868.  / 

Mr,   Thomas  Jordan,  Brigadier-General  and 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Department  South  Car- 
dlina,  Ueorgiay  and  Florida : 
My  Deab  Bib:  I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to 

•See  Docomenta,  page  516.  Volame  0,  R.  R. 
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jour  communication  of  the  thirty-first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  respecting  the  notification  of  the  rais- 
ing of  the  blockade  at  Charleston  by  the  naval 
force  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  should  inform  jrou,  that  I  remitted  a  copy  of 
the  same  commumcation  to  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington.  Imank 
you  for  your  kind  offer  in  placing  a  steamer  at 
my  disposal,  so  that  I  may  go  and  satisfy  myBeli 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  port  Having  gone 
out  in  company  with  the  French  consul,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  the  Confederate  naval 
forces  were,  we  discovered  three  steamers  and 
a  pilot  boat  returning.  I  must  also  mention  that 
the  British  consul  at  this  port  manifested  to  me 
Terbally,  that  some  time  subsequent  to  this 
naval  combat,  not  a  single  blocKading  vessel 
was  in  sight 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  ofifer  you 
my  sincere  respects. 

MUNOZ  DE  MONGADA, 

Spaaiah  GoQSiiL 

GENERAL  BEAURBGARIKS  BEPOBT  OF  THE  ACTION  OF 
7TH  OF  APRIL,  1868. 

Hbadquabtbrs  DiPAsiMEfT  SouiH  Oasoldta,  Oboboia,  ) 
A5D  Flobida,  CbAKUESTOX,  a  C,  May  24, 1868.     / 

General  8.   Cooper,  Ac^viant  and   Inspector' 

Chntrcd,  Richmond,  Va,: 

Qexeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  with 
this,  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley, 
commanding  the  First  military  district.  South  Cfii- 
olina,  of  the  battle  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  together 
with  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers,  and 
of  Majors  D.  B.  Harris  and  W.  H.  Echols,  Pro- 
visional Engineer  corps. 

The  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  troops,  trans- 
ports, and  iron-clad  vessels  at  Port  Royal,  during 
the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  subse- 
quently, in  the  North  Edisto  and  Stono  Rivers, 
having  convinced  me  that  the  long  threatened 
attack  on  Charleston  was  immediately  impend- 
ing, every  possible  precaution  was  at  once  made 
for  the  exigency,  including  tiie  concentration,  at 
strategic  points  in  this  vicinity,  of  all  availa- 
ble troops,  for  the  defence  of  the  several  land 
approaches  to  the  position,  and  provisions  for 
the  further  and  rapid  concentration,  upon  this. 

Soint,  of  forces  from  other  of  the  military  sub- 
ivisiors  of  the  Department 
On  the  fifth  of  the  montii,  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads, of  the  monilor  class,  appeared,  and  an- 
chored oflf  the  bar,  which  liiey  crossed  on  the 
foUowine  day,  accompanied  by  tiie  ironnnailed 
frigate  New  Ironsides,  bearing  the  Admiral's 
pennant  On  the  seventh  of  April,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
in  sinrfe  file — seven  single-turreted  moniUyrs,  to 
wit :  Weehawken,  CatskiU,  Montavk,  Nantucket, 
Passaic,  Nahant,  and  Patapsco,  the  Keokuk  wilii 
two  fixed  turrets,  and  the  New  Ironsides — the 
Weehawken  leading,  the  New  Ironsides  fifth  in 
the  order  of  battle.  By  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the 
head  of  tlie  line  had  come  within  easy  range  of 
Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  Batteries  Beau- 
regard,  Bee,  and  Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner ; 


a  few  minutes  later  the  first  gun  was  fired  from 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  soon  the  engagement  became 
general 

On  our  side,  seventy-six  guns  of  various  cali- 
bre, including  nine  mortars  •and  fifteen  smooUi 
bore  thirty-two-pounders,  were  brought  to  bear 
on  the  fleet,  which  carried  thirty-two  guns  of 
the  heaviest  calibres  ever  used  in  war,  to  wit: 
Fifteen  and  eleven-inch  Dahlgren  zuns,  and 
eight-inch  rifle  pieces.  Th6  Weehawken  in  ad- 
vance, provided  with  a  contrivance  for  catching 
and  exploding  torpedoes,  was  soon  compelled  to 
retire  before  the  iron  storm  it  encoxmtered.  The 
New  Ironsides,  at  the  distance  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  was  frequently 
struck,  and  was  next  forced  to  fall  back  out  ii 
range^  evidently  injured.  The  Keokuk  having, 
meantime,  approadied  to  about  nine  hundred  | 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  was  quickly  riddled,  her 
suns  silenced,  and  she  was  withdrawn  from  the 
fight  vitally  crippled.  The  remaining  monitors, 
six  in  number,  with  twelve  guns,  maintained 
thefr  fire  until  twenty-five  minutes  after  five  r. 
M.,  when  thev,  too,  retired  out  of  ran^e  of  our 
batteries,  and  came  to  anchor,  four  of  mem  hon 
de  combai,  and  one  of  them,  the  Passaic,  so  disa- 
bled as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  under 
tow  at  once  to  Port  RoyaL 

On  the  following  morning,  the  full  extent  of  the 
injury  done  to  the  Keokiuc  was  shown,  as  she 
Slink  at  her  anchors  in  the  shallow  water  off 
Morris  Island.  Her  armament,  two  eleven-inch 
Dahlgren  guns,  two  United  States  flags,  two 
pennants  and  three  signal  flags,  have  since  been 
taken  from  her,  and  the  former  are  now  in  po- 
sition for  effective  service— substantial  trophies 
of  the  afi&ir.  The  New  Jronsides  and  six  mon- 
itors remained  at  anchor  within  ihe  bar,  but  out 
of  effective  range  of  any  of  our  worte,  untfl  the 
afternoon  of  the  twelfth  of  April — their  crews  and 
a  corps  of  mechanics  visibly  and  actively  em- 
ployed repairing  damages,  and  apparently  pre- 
paring to  renew  the  attack ;  then  weighin|  an- 
chor they  all  recrossed  the  bar,  tiie  l^w  Lron- 
sides  to  resume  her  position  as  one  of  the  block- 
ading fleet,  and  the  monitors  (four  of  them  in 
tow)  to  return  to  Port  Royal. 

For  the  detail  of  this  conflict,  I  b^  to  refer 
vou  to  the  several  reports  herewith  submitted, 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recapitulate  some  of 
the  salient  results. 

The  action  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty-fiTO 
minutes,  but  the  chief  damage  is  reported  by 
the  enemy  to  have  been  done  m  thirty  minutes; 
the  Keokuk  did  not  come  nearer  than  nine  hun- 
dred yards  of  Fort  Sumter.  She  was  destroyed. 
The  New  Ironsides  could  not  stand  the  fire  at 
the  range  of  a  mile.  Four  of  her  consorts, 
monitors,  were  disabled  at  ^e  distance  of  not  less 
that  thirteen  hundred  yards.  They  had  onjy 
reached  the  gorge  of  thehaxbor,  never  within  it, 
and  were  bamed  and  driven  back  before  reach- 
ing our  lines  of  torpedoes  and  obstructions, 
which  had  been  constructed  as  an  ultimate  de- 
fensive resort,  as  far  as  ^ey  could  be  provided. 
The  heaviest  batteries  had  not  been  employed; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


D00DMENT8. 


619 


Hierefore  it  may  be  accepted  as  shown,  that 
^eae  Yannted  monitor  batteries^  though  formi- 
dable engines  of  war,  after  all,  are  not  invnhiera- 
ble  or  invincible,  ana  may  be  destroyed  or  de- 
feated by  heayy  ordnance,  properhr  placed  and 
ddlfnlly  handled ;  in  reality  they  have  not  ma- 
terialhr  altered  the  military  relations  of  forts 
and  snij^s. 

On  this  occasion  the  monitors  operated  under 
the  most  &Yorable  circumstances.  The  day 
was  cahn;  and  the  water,  consequently,  was 
as  stable  as  of  a  river.  Their  guns  were  fired 
with  deliberation,  doubless  by  trained  artiller- 
ists. According  to  the  enemy's  statements,  the 
fleet  fired  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  shots,  eight 
of  which  were  ascribed  to  the  New  Ironsides, 
three  to  the  Keokuk,  and  but  nine  to  the  Pas- 
'  saic,  which  was  so  badly  damaged.  Not  more 
than  thirty-four  shots  took  effect  on  the  walls  of 
Fort  Sumter — a  broad  mark — which,  with  the 
nnn^ber  of  discharges,  suggests  that  the  monitor 
arrangement,  as  yet,  is  not  convenient  for  accu- 
ral or  celeritjr  of  fire. 

Fort  Moultrie  and  other  batteries  were  not 
touched,  in  a  way  to  be  considered,  while  in  re- 
turn they  threw  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  shots.  At  the  same  time,  Fort 
Sumter  discharged  eight  hundred  and  ten  ehota ; 
making  the  total  number  of  shots  fired  two 
thousand  two  hundred  aj:id  nine,  of  which  the 
enemy  reports  that  five  hmidred  and  twenty 
struck  the  different  vessels — a  most  satisfectory 
accuracy,  when  the  smallness  of  the  target  is 
considered.  This  precision  was  due  not  only  to 
the  discipline  ana  practice  of  the  garrison  en- 
gaged, but  in  no  slight  degree  to  an  invention 
of  lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  A.  Yates,  First 
raiment  South  Carolina  artillery,  which  had 
been  lulled  to  many  of  our  best  guns,  and 
which  shall,  as  fast  as  possible,  be  arranged  for 
an  the  heavy  ordnance  in  the  department  By 
this  felicitous  device,  ova  guns  were  easUy  held 
trained  upon  the  monitors,  although  the  latter 
were  constantly  in  movement,  and  this  with  but 
five  men  at  the  heaviest  pieces.  The  reports 
of  the  engineers  (herewith)  will  show  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter. It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say,  that  at  the 
time  the  enemy  quit  these  waters,  the  work 
was  capable  of  resisting  as  formidable  an  attack 
as  the  one  it  had  just  foiled. 

For  the  casualties  of  the  day  (so  slight),  I 
must  refer  you  to  the  reports  herewith.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and 
men,  in  all  the  works  engaged,  for  their  spirit, 
gallantry,  and  discipline,  which,  indeed,  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  from  the  high  soldierly  condi- 
tion into  which  these  garrisons  had  been 
brought  by  their  officers.  My  expectations 
were  fully  reaUzed ;  and  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  may  well  be  proud 
of  the  men  who  first  met  and  vanquished  the 
iiojMxmied,  terribly  armed  armada,  so  confi* 
dently  prepared,  and  sent  forth  by  the  enemy  to 
oertain  ana  easy  victory. 


To  the  professional  resources,  skill  as  an  ar- 
tillery officer,  intelligent  and  indefatigable  zeal 
and  assiduity  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  com- 
manding the  First  military  district,  and  spe- 
cially charged  with  the  defence  of  the  harbor, 
much  is  due  for  the  completeness  of  the  de- 
fence, and  the  proud  results  of  the  seventh  of 
ApriL  He  was  ably  seconded  by  his  subordinate 
commanders,  whose  services  he  has  fitly  noticed 
in  his  own  report  To  Colonel  A.  J.  Gk)nzales, 
Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery,  and  Major  D. 
B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Major  W.  H. 
Echols.  Provisional  Engineer  corps,  and  their 
several  assistants,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  also  to  record  my  obligations  to  the 
Honorable  William  Porcher  Miles,  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  for  constantly  exerted  ser- 
vices, in  securing  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
so  many  of  the  heaviest  guns  wielded  so  effect- 
ually. 

The  Confederate  States  iron-clad  ships.  Pal- 
metto State  and  Chicora,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  J.  R  Tucker,  C.  S.  N.,  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  advanced  to  the  attack,  took  their  posi- 
tions (previously  arranged),  ready  tu  perform 
their  part  in  the  conflict,  at  the  opportune  mo- 
ment 

On  the  day  after  the  combat,  Flag  Officer 
Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  arrived  here  from  North  Caro- 
lina, with  an  effective  detachment  of  sailor  ar- 
tillerists, to  tender  service  in  any  battery.  He 
was  assigned  to  a  most  responsible  position — 
Cumminr  Poiht  battery — ^but  was  in  three  days 
thereafter  recalled  by  the  Navy  Department 

The  flags  and.  trophies  sent  herewith  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  T.  Glassell,  C.  S.  N.  The  more 
material  tro]phies,  two  eleven-inch  Dahlgren 
pieces,  now  m  battery,  were  recovered,  under 
the  supervision  of  Ckneral  Ripley,  by  the 
mechamcal  resources  and  energy  of  Mr.  Adol- 
phus  Lacoste,  employee  of  the  district  ordnance 
department,  assisted  by  parties  from  the  garri- 
son of  Fort  Sumter,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  C.  Boyleston,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M. 
Rhett  and  K.  Kemper,  First  South  CaroUna 
artUlery. 

The  enemy's  land  forces,  collected  in  con- 
siderable strong  on  Seabrook  Island,  and  in 
the  transports  m  North  Edisto  River,  and  on 
Folly,  Coles,  and  other  islands  about  tiie  mouth 
of  the  Stono  River  inlet,  made  no  attempt  to 
co-operate  actively  with  the  naval  attack. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  avail  mvself  of  the 
occasion  to  give,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  best, 
the  easiest  way  to  render  Fort  Sumter  impreg- 
nable would  be  to  arm,  conformably  to  its 
original  plan,  both  tiers  of  casemates  and  the 
baroette,  with  the  heaviest  guns,  rifled  or 
smooth-bore,  that  can  be  made. 

Req>ectrully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BBAUREQAaD, 

General,  oonmumdlog. 
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BBKAIHER^ENERAL  B.  S.  BIPLgY*8  BgPOBT  OF  ACIION 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  1863.  BETWEEK  THE  ABOUTION 
IRON -GLADS  AND  THE  FORTS  AND  BATTERIES  IN 
0HARLB9TUN  HABBOa 

Hbadquakribs  ftaa  Moitibt  DBmcfr,) 

DKPABnsirr  or  S.  C,  6a.,  axd  Fla.,   V 

CnAWKKiOKf  Aprtl  18, 1863.        ) 

Brigadier  -  General  ThomoB  Jordcoi,  Ohiff  cf 
Scff,DepHofS,C,,G(u,<mdFla.: 
GENERAL :  Upon  the  first  instant  the  increase 
of  the  enemy's  force  in  the  Stono,  and  informa- 
tion from  North  Edisto,  gave  warning  that  the 
long  threatened  combined  movement  npon 
CAiarleston  was  abont  to  take  place.  Brigamer- 
Gtenwal  S.  R.  Gist,  ooipmanning  First  subdi- 
vision of  this  district,  James  Island  and  St 
Andrews,  took  prompt  measures  for  the  obser- 
vation and  repmse  or  any  attack  in  that  direc- 
tion. Colonel  R.  T.  Graham,  commanding  Third 
subdivision,  occupied  the  shore  of  Morris  Island 
on  Light  House  inlet,  to  control  the  passage 
from  FoUj  Island,  and  a  strict  watch  has  been 
kept  up  to  the  present  time  on  the  land  move- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifth,  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists, consisting  of  seven  monitors  and  one 
double-turreted  vessel,  hove  in  sight  from  Fort 
Sumter,  and  came  to  anchor  outside,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ironsides  frigate,  then  a  part  of 
the  blockading  squadron.  The  sixth  was  appa- 
rently spent  by  the  en^ny  in  preparation,  and 
by  our  artillerists  in  verifying  the  condition  of 
their  material.  On  the  morning  of  the  seventh, 
the  enemy  was  inside  the  bar  with  all  his  irour 
clads,  including  the  frigate,  but  from  his 
proximity  to  the  shoals  aud  the  haze  of  the 
atmosphere,  his  position  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. 

The  various  works  of  preparation  were  pro- 
gressed with,  both  on  the  exterior  and  interior 
une  of  defence,  until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  the  enemy  steamed  directly  up  the  channel, 
the  Weehawken,  with  a  feds*)  prow  for  remov- 
ing torpedoes  attached,  leading,  followed  by 
three  monitors,  the  Ironsides,  flagship ;  three 
other  monitors;  the  Keokuk,  double-turret, 
bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  each  fort  and  battery,  officers  and  men 
made  preparation  for  immediate  action,  while 
the  enemy  came  slowly  and  steadily  on.  At 
three  o'clock  Fort  Moultrie  opened  fire.  At 
five  minutes  past  three,  the  leamng  vessel,  hav- 
ing arrived  at  fourteen  hundred  yards  off  Fort 
Sumter,  opened  upon  it  with  two  guns.  Tlie 
eastern  battery  of  Fort  Sumter  replied.  Batteries 
Bee,  Beaure«ird,  Wagjier,  and  at  Cummins' 
Point,  opened  about  this  time,  and  the  action 
became  general,  the  four  leading  monitors  dos- 
ing up  on  the  Weehawken,  and  taking  position 
at  an  average  distance  from  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries of  about  fifteen  hxmdred  yards.  In 
accordance  with  instructions,  the  fire  from  the 
different  points  was  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  the  effect  was  soon  appar^ 
ent  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  leading  monitor 
from  action,  her  false  prow  havine  been  detached 
and  she  otherwise  apparently  injured. 


The  remaining  monitors,  in  advance  of  te 
flag-ship,  held  their  position,  directing  their  fire 
pnncipdly  at  Fort  Sumter,  but  ^ving  occaaonal 
shots  at  Fort  Moultrie  (of  whidi  the  fla^-staff 
was  shot  away),  Batteries  Beauregard  and  Bee. 
The  Ironsides,  meantime,  opened  fire  and  drew 
the  attention  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  and 
the  Cummins'  Point  battery.  A  few  heavy  aad 
concentrated  discharges  caused  her  to  withdraw 
out  of  range,  where  she  was  soon  followed  by 
two  other  monitors. 

At  five  minutes  past  four,  Hie  Keokuk  left  her 
consorts  and  came  to  the  front,  approaching  to 
within  nine  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
twelve  htrndred  frx>m  Battwy  Bee,  and  one 
thousand  of  Fort  Moultrie.  Her  adyance  wat 
diaractmzed  by  more  boldness  than  had  hith- 
erto been  shown  by  smy  of  tiie  enemy's  fleet; 
but,  receiving  full  attention  from  the  powerfal 
batteries  opposed  to  her,  Hie  effect  was  soon  uk 
parent  '^e  ten-inch  shot  and  seven-inch  rifle 
bolts  crashed  through  her  armor,  her  hoU  and 
turrets  were  riddled  and  stove  in,  her  boiti 
were  shot  awav,  and  in  less  than  forty  minutes 
she  retired  with  such  Bpeed  as  her  disabled  con- 
dition would  permit  The  remaining  momton 
kept  their  position  for  a  time ;  but  soon,  one  by 
one,  dropped  down  the  channel  and  came  to 
anchor  out  of  range,  after  an  action  of  two  hom 
and  twenty-five  minutes,  at  ranges  varying  firom 
nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  yards. 

The  full  effect  of  our  batteries  upon  the  enemy 
could  not  be  precisely  ascertained,  and  as  onr 
strength -had  not  been  entirdiy  put  forth,  it  wii 
believed  that  the  action  would  soon  be  renewed. 
The  monitor  which  had  led  into  the  action,  bow- 
ever,  proceeded  south,  outside  of  ^e  bar,onfiie 
same  evening. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  affur,  I  was 
proceeding  in  a  boat  to  Battery  Bee,  and  watdied 
the  progress  of  the  cannonade  from  that  pHoini 
The  guns  were  worked  with  as  much  predsiaii 
as  the  range  would  admit  There  were  no 
damages  or  casualties.  Visitii^  F<m^  Monltri^ 
the  danced  fiag-staff  was  being  replaced,  and 
everything  prepared  for  the  renewal  of  the  fire, 
should  the  enemy  approach  again.  One  man  had 
been  mortally  wounded  by  the  falling  of  tiie  attf^ 
Crossing  the  channel  to  Fwt  Sumtor,  the  effeei 
of  impact  of  the  heavy  shot  sent  by  the  eneny 
against  tiie  fort  which  they  are  so  anxious  tore- 
possess,  greater  in  calilnre  and  supposed  de* 
structive  force  them  any  other  hitherto  '"■^^^ 
war,  was  found  to  have  been  much  lees  tiian  had 
been  anticipated. 

Five  men  had  been  injured  by  splinters  frost 
the  traverse,  one  eight-inch  cdumbiad  had  ez« 
ploded,  one  ten-inch  carriage  had  its  rear  ^'^o*™ 
shot  away,  and  one  rifled  lorty-two-pounder  had 
been  temporarily  disabled  from  the  effect  of  re- 
coil upon  defective  carriages.  The  garrison  was 
immediatelv  set  to  work  to  repair  damages,  ttd, 
the  strength  of  the  enemv's  projectiles  ^T*S 
been  ascertained,  to  guard  such  points  as  nugw 
be  exposed  to  their  eiSect,  i^oula  the  attack  be 
renewed.    Cummins'  Point  battery  and  Battery 
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'Wtgoer  were  tmii^jtired  ezo^t  from  tiie  acoi- 
deim  explosion  of  an  ammnmtion  ohest  in  Bat- 
taiy  Wagner, 

muing  the  night  of  the  seventh,  atorea  were 
T^tenished,  ^ireatened  points  upon  landrein^ 
forced,  working  parties  from  the  FOTty-sixth 
Georgia  regiment  brought  to  Fort  8amter,  and 
^  renewal  of  the  stmggle  in  the  morning 
awaited  with  confidence. 

When  day  dawned,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighth,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  discovered  in  the 
same  position  as  noticed  on  the  previous  eve- 
mo^.  About  mne  o'clock,  the  Keokuk,  which 
had  been  evidently  the  most  damaged  in  the 
action,  went  down  about  three  and  one-half  miles 
from  Fort  Sumter  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Morris  Island.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet 
were  repairing  damages.  Preparations  for  re- 
•  pulsing  a  renewed  atteck  were  progressed  with 
m  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
manding General,  who  visited  Fort  Sumter  on 
that  day.  A  detachment  of  seamen,  under  Flag- 
Offioer  W.  F.  Lynch,  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
and,  on  the  ninth,  temporarily  relieved  the  artil- 
lerists in  charge  of  the  Cummins'  Point  battery. 
The  operations  of  the  euemy's  fleet  consisted 
only  in  supply  and  repair.  Toward  evening  of 
the  ninth,  a  raft,  apparently  for  removing  torpe- 
does or  obstructions,  was  towed  inside  of  the 
bar.  Nothmg  of  importance  occurred  during 
the  tenth. 

During  the  night  of  the  tenth,  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dargan,  of  Colonel  Graham's  command, 
crossed  Light-House  Inlet,  drove  back  the  ene- 
my's pickets  with  loss,  and  returned  with  one 
prisoner. 

On  ih%  eleventh  there  were  indications  that 
the  attacking  fleet  was  about  to  withdraw ;  and 
on  the  tweuth,  at  high  water,  the  Ironsides 
crossed  the  bar  and  took  up  her  position  with 
the  Uockading  fleet ;  and  the  monitors  steamed 
and  were  towed  to  the  southward,  leaving  only 
the  sunken  Keokuk  as  a  monument  of  their  at- 
tack and  discomfiture. 

In  this,  the  first  trial  of  the  abolition  iron  fleet 
against  brick  fortifications,  and  their  fiwt  attempt 
to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  which  they 
were  beaten  before  their  adversaries  thought 
ibe  acti(m  had  well  commenced,  they  were  op- 
posed by  seventy-six  pieces  in  all,  including 
mortara.  Thirty-seven  of  these,  exclusive  of 
mortars,  were  aoove  the  calibre  of  thirty-two- 

Sounders.  The  expenditure  of  shot  against  the 
eet  was  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
projectiles,  of  which  over  sixteen  hundred  were 
over  tiie  calibre  of  thirty-two-pounders.  The 
guns  which  the  enemy  bronght  to  bear,  were,  if 
their  own  account  is  to  believed,  thirty  in  num- 
ber, including  eight-inch  rifled,  eleven  and  fifteen- 
inch  guns,  whicn  would  make  their  weight  of 
metal,  at  one  discharge,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  that  tiirown  by  the  batteries. 

During  the  action,  Brigadier*€^nera]  Trapier, 
commanding  Second  subdivision  of  this  district, 
was  present  at  Fort  Moultrie ;  Brigadier-General 
Gist,  commanding  First  subdivision,  at  Fort 


Johnson;  Colonel  R.  F,  Graham,  commanding 
Third  subdivision,  on  Morris  Island,  and  Colond 
L.  M.  Keitt,  commanding  Sullivan's  Island,  at  Bat- 
tery Bee,  attending  to  tiieir  duties  and  awaiting 
the  devdopment  of  the  attack.  The  action,  how. 
ever,  was  purely  of  artillery— forts  and  batteries 
against  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  other 
means  of  defence,  obstructions  and  torpedoes, 
not  having  come  into  play.  Fort  Sumter  was 
the  principal  object  of  the  enemy's  attack,  and 
to  that  garrison,  under  its  gallant  commander. 
Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  ably  seconded  by  Lieuten- 
ant^lonel  J.  A.  Tates  and  Major  Ormsby  Blan- 
ding,  and  all  the  officers  and  men,  special  credit 
is  due  for  sustaining  the  shock,  ana,  with  their 
powerful  armament,  contributing  principally  to 
the  repulse.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
under  Clolonel  William  Butier,  seconded  by  Ma- 
jor Baker  and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers, 
upheld  the  historic  reputation  of  that  fort,  and 
contributed  their  foil  share  to  the  result  The 
powerful  batteries  of  Battenr  Bee  were  com- 
manded by  lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  and 
were  served  with  great  effect.  Battery  Wagner, 
under  Major  C.  K.  Huger ;  Cummins*  Point  bat- 
tery, under  Lieutenant  Lesesne,  and  Battery 
Beauregard,  under  Captain  Sitgreaves,  all  did 
their  part  according  to  their  armament  Indeed, 
from  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  it  is  hard 
to  make  any  distinction  where  all  did  their.dutr 
with  devotion  and  zeaL  Those  cases  which 
have  been  ascertained  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  subordinate  commanders.  The 
steadv  preparation  for  receiving  a  renewed  at- 
tack Dv  the  officers,  and  the  good  conduct  and 
discipline  of  the  troops,  especially  in  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Sumter,  where  the  labor  was  neces- 
sarily great,  have  been  quite  as  creditable  as 
their  conduct  under  fire.  While  service  in  im- 
mediate action  is  that  which  is  most  conspicu- 
ous after  such  a  result  has  been  accomplished, 
the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  that  long,  patient, 
and  laborious  preparation,  by  which  our  works, 
never  originally  intended  to  withstand  such  an 
attack  as  has  been  encountered,  have  been  so 
re-secured  as  to  enable  our  gallant  and  well-in- 
structed  officera  and  men  to  obtain  their  end 
with  comparatively  small  loss.  In  that  prepa- 
ration, the  late  Laeutenant-Colonel  Thomas  M« 
Wagner  contributed  much  on  both  sides  of  the 
channel,  and  Colonel  Rhett,  Lieutenant4>)lonel 
Yates,  Major  Blanding,  and  other  officers  of 
Fort  Sumter,  have  been  more  or  less  engaged 
since  the  fort  fell  into  our  hands,  two  years 
since.  Colonel  Butier,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sim- 
kins,  and  other  officers  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  have  been,  for  more  than  a  year,  en- 
gaged at  the  works  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Be- 
sides these,  various  officers  of  engineers  and 
other  branches  of  the  departoient  staff,  known 
to  the  commanding  General,  have  been,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  principal  contribiitore  in  the  work ; 
and  although,  in  the  limits  of  this  report,  it  is 
impossible  to  mention  all  to  whom  credit  is  due, 
it  IS  well  that  works  like  these,  without  which, 
in  such  emergencies,  personal  gaUantry  avails 
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oanght,  Bhoald  be  appreciated.  Dnring  the 
seven  days,  while  the  presence  of  the  fleet 
threatened  action,  Captain  Wm.  F.  Nance,  prin- 
cipal Assistant  Adjatant-Cleneral  on  the  district 
staff,  performed  his  difficult  duties  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  command  of thousand 

men  in  a  prompt,  judicious,  and  efficient  manner. 
He  was  assisted  bj  Lieutenants  H.  H.  Rq^ers 
and  W.  H.  Wagner,  A.  D.  C.  Captain  F.  B. 
Dubany,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  was  espe- 
cially active  and  eniorgetic  in  the  supply  of  am- 
munition and  material  for  the  batteries.  He 
was  assisted  by  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Pinckney. 
Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A.  6. ;  Colonel  Edward 
Manigault,  and  LieutenantOolonel  St  Clair  Deal- 
ing, volunteers  upon  the  staff,  were  present 
during  the  action  at  Fort  Sumter.  Captain  K 
M.  Seabrook,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schmerle,  Enrolling  Officer  and  acting 
Aid-de-Oamp,  were  generally  with  me  during 
the  active  period,  an^  aO  were  energetic  and 
prompt  in  me  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  them.  Captain  John  S.  Ryai^  acted  on  my 
imme^te  stafll  To  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and 
Norman  W.  Smith,  Post  and  District  Quarter- 
masters, and  Captain  MoClenahan,  A.  C.  S.,  many 
thanks,  should  be  rendered.  The  duties  of  the 
Quarti^inaster*s  Department  were  excessively  | 


laborious  on  account  of  the  limited  means  of 
transportation,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congraiiik- 
tion  that,  with  such  means,  they  were  so  well 
performed. 

The  reports  of  engineer  officers  will  infonn 
the  commandiiig  Greneral  of  the  condition  of  die 
various  works,  as  well  as  of  the  acts  of  officers 
in  that  branch  of  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch 
of  the  position  of  the  enemv's  fleet  at  a  quarter 
past  four  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  seventh,  a  return 
of  the  guns  engaged,  a  return  of  ammunitioD  es- 
pendea,  a  numericai  return  of  casualties,  and  * 
the  reports  of  difierent  commanders.  To  the 
last  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  for  such  informa* 
tion  as  is  not  included  in  this  report 

I  have  also  to  transmit  herewith  two  abolitioo 
ensigns  obtained  from  the  Keokuk,  as  she  lies 
off  Morris  Island  beach,  by  Lieutenant  GlasseD,  • 
C.  S.  N.,  one  of  which  is  evidently  the  ensign 
under  which  she  fought  and  was  worsted.  None 
of  the  iron-clads  flew  large  flags,  the  object  hav- 
ing doubtless  been  to  avoid  presenting  a  mark 
to  our  artilleiT. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
•    Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  a  RiPLKT, 
Brtgsdier-G«Dfinl,  oommaiidi^ 


Betum  of  Ouns  and  Mortars  ai  Forts  and  Batteries  in  Charleston  Harbor^  engaged  wik  tke 
Abolition  Iron-dads^  April  sevenihf  1863  .• 


FortSomtor 

FortMoaltrto 

Battery  Bee 

Battery  Beauregard , 

Battery  at  Commina'  Potnt., 
Battery  Wagner 


Total. 


10 


19 


18 


Betum  of  Casualties  in  action : 


^ 

WOURDBD. 

1 

FOBT  OB  BATTKBT. 

f 

1 

1 

BBM4BBB. 

• 

Fort  Sam ier  ....     ........................•< 

1 

4 

Splinters  fhwn  timTent. 
FaUoTllagstafl: 

Fort  Moultrie 

1 

Battery  Wagner 

8 

8 

8 

8 

1 

8 

7 

U 
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Behtm  of  AmiMmiiion  expended  in 

OCltOII 

4pri/MM7UA,  1863: 

BBor,  Bouim. 

Shbx, 

Shot,  Rnut 

BOUB, 

Rdu. 

Tubes. 

Pow- 

IMB. 

BmoKT  oBFon. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1. 

^ 

t 

i 

if 

1 

^ 

! 

i 

1 

!{ 

FtortScmtcr 

FortMottltrte 

130 

STO 

889 

M 

""fA 

M 

100 
248 

40 
51 

"i  * 

80 

140 

81 

1,047 
1,200 

27 

157 

78 

2 

7,690 

88 

lU 

7,875 

Battery  Bee 

Butcry  Wagner 

Brttery  Beanregard 

Battery  at  CammiDft' Point 

*"io* 

"vi 



•j" 

46 

132 

T 

41 

1,155 
860 
11 

Tbtal 

885 

781 

80 

348 

08 

5 

80 

140 

88 

46 

288 

2,850 

21,008 

Exkibii  of  number  of  Bounds  fired  b^  the  Enemy 
on  sefsinth  qf  April,  and  number  of  Shoi  re- 
ceived 2^  each  Jronrdotd,  copied  from  Umied 
8taie$  Journals : 

BoondB. 

New  Ironsides  fired 8 

Catskill  fired 25 

Keokuk  fired 3 

Montauk  fired 26 

Nantucket  fired 15 

Passaic  fired 9 

Nahant  fired .* 24 

Weehawken  fired 26 

Patapsco  fired 18 

Total 154 

New  Ironsides  received  of  shots 65 

Keokuk  «  "  90 

Weehawken  "  «*  60 

Montauk  **  *•  20 

Ptoaic       •  "  S  58 

Nantucket  "  "  51 

CatskiU  "  «  51 

Piitapsco  **  «*  45 

Nahant  "  **  80 

Total 520 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  SlaS: 

MPOBT  OF  OOLONEL  AUBP)  RHITT  OF  ENOAGKMKNT 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  BEIWZEK  YANKEE  IBQN- 
CLABS  AMD  FOBT  SUlfTES,  4q 

Hbadqdabxbs  F^br  Soob  Gabouva  Axnunr, ) 
Fon  SuMixB,  April  18, 1868.        / 

CaptainWiiUam,  F.  Nance,  A  A,  O.,  First  Mili- 

tary  District.  South  Carolina: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  abolition  iron-clad  fleet,  consisting  of  th- 
frigate  New  Ironsides  and  eight  monitors,  ap 
peared  in  sight  on  Sunday  morning,  April  fifth, 


instant ;  crossed  the  bar  the  some  evening,  and 
anchored  in  the  main  ship  channel. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  April  seventh,  instant, 
the  whole  iron-clad  fleet  advanced  to  the  attack 
in  the  following  order,  viz. :  four  monitors  were 
in  the  advance,  led  by  the  Passaic ;  the  Iron- 
sides came  next,  followed  by  three  other  sinele 
turreted  monitors,  and  the  Keokuk,  a  double- 
turreted  monitor,  bringing  up  t^e  rear. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  long  roll 
was  beaten,  and  every  disposition  made  for 
action. 

At  fifty-five  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  garri- 
son, regimental  and  Palmetto  flags  were  hoisted, 
and  saluted  b^  thirteen  guns,  the  band  playing 
the  national  airs. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  action  was  opened 
by  a  shot  from  Fort  Moidtrie.  At  three  miputes 
past  three  p.  m.,  the  leading  vessel  having  ap- 
proached to  within  about  fourteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  she  fired  two  shots  simultane- 
ously, one,  a  fifteen-inch  shrapnel,  which  burst ; 
both  passed  over  the  fort  The  batteries  were 
opened  upon  her  two  minutes  later,  the  firing 
being  by  battery.  The  action  now  became 
general,  and  the  four,  leading  monitors  ts^ing 
position  from  thirteen  hundred  to  fourteen 
hundred  yards  distant,  the  fire  was  changed 
from  fire  by  battery  to  fire  by  piece,  as  being 
more  accurate.  The  fire  by  battery  was  again 
resumed  as  occasion  offered.  The  Ironsides  did 
not  approach  nearer  than  seventeen  hundred 
yards.  The  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  enga^d 
was  concentrated  on  the  Passaic  for  thirty 
minutes,  when  she  withdrew  from  the  engage- 
ment, apparently  injured.  The  other  Bmps, 
each  in  turn,  received  our  attention.  The 
fire  of  both  Fort  Moultrie  and  this  fort  being 
now  directed  against  the  Ironsides,  she  imme- 
diately withdrew  out  of  effective  range.  The 
other  turretted  monitors  came  under  our  fire 
in  like  manner  as  the  preceding,  slowly  passing 
in  front  of  ^e  fort  in  an  ellipse ;  one  only, 
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the  last,  approaching  to  about  one  thonsand 
yards. 

At  five  minutes  past  four  p.  m.,  the  Keokuk 
left  her  consorts  ana  advanced,  bow  on,  gallantly 
to  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries. 
She  received  our  undivided  attention,  and  the 
effect  of  our  fire  was  soon  apparent  The 
wrought-iron  bolts  from  a  seven-inch  Brooke 
gun  were  plainly  seen  to  nenetrate  her  turret 
and  huU,  and  she  retired  in  forty^  minutes, 
riddled,  and  apparently  almost  disabled. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  five  p.  m.,  the  whole 
fleet  withdrew.  The  iron-clads  had  been  under 
our  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 
The  Keokuk  has  sunk,  (me  monitor  was  towed 
south  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  April, 
instant ;  several  were  apparently  injured ;  and 
the  fact  has  been  demonstrated,  that  iron-clads 
of  the  monitor  class  are  not  invulnerable. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  mostly  ricochet  and  not 
very  accurate  ;  most  of  their  shot  passed  over 
the  fort,  and  several  to  the  right  ana  left  The 
greater  portion  of  their  shots  were  from  thirteen 
to  fourteen  hundred  yards  distant,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  extent  of  their  effective  range ; 
some  shots  were  from  a  greater  distance,  and 
did  not  reach  the  fort  at  all. 

For  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  fort,  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  liie  report 
of  Engineer. 

One  eight-inch  columbiad,  old  pattern,  cham- 
bered gun,  exploded.  This  gun  was  being  fired 
at  about  one  degree  elevation,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  its  blunting  was  caused  by  the  shot 
rolling  forward,  when  the  gun  was  run  into 
battery.  In  firing  at  low  degrees  of  elevation 
and  at  depression,  sabot  shot  should  be  used. 

One  forty-two-pounder  rifled  gun  was  dis- 
mounted b^  recou,  and  temporarify  disabled. 

One  ten-mch  columbiad  was  disabled,  by  hav- 
ing the  rear  transom  of  its  carriage  shot  away. 
Both  guns  were  again  ready  for  action  in  a  few 
hours. 

The  garrison  flag  received  a  shot  through  the 
Union.  The  regimental  flag  was  much  torn  by 
fn^ents  of  shell 

TKe  g&rrison,  consisting  of  seven  companies. 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  was  disposed  of 
as  follows,  viz : 

i?Vrs<— Oaptam  D.  G.  Fleming,  with  Company 
B,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  east  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  F.  D.  Bake 
and  Iredell  Jones;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Bhett, 
Company  A,  although  on  sick  report,  was 
assigned  temporarily  to  Company  B. 

iSwowrf— Captain  F.  H.  Harleston,  with  Com- 
pany D,  seventy-four  men,  in  command  of  north- 
east parapet  battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
McMillan,  King  and  W.  a  Simkins. 

Third— CoptBla  J.  C.  King,  with  Company  F, 
in  command  of  north-west  parapet  battery, 
assisted  by  Lieutenants  A.  S.  Gilliard,  John 
Middleton,  and  W.  H.  Johnson. 

Fourtk—Ca^ptsm  J.  C.  Mitchell,  with  Company 
I,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  west  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  J.  a  Bee. 


jpyx^— Captain  J.  R.  Macbeth,  with  Compuxj 
E,  seventy-seven  men,  in  command  of  mortar 
battery  and  east  casemate  battery,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  J.  J.  Alston. 

SioBlh — Captain  W.  H.  Peronneau,  with  Com- 
pany G,  sevehty-eeven  men,  in  command  of 
north-east  casemate  Jiattery,  assisted  by  I^u- 
tenant  K  a  Ficklin. 

Seventh — Captain  C.  W.  Parker,  with  detach- 
ment Company  C,  fifty-five  men,  and  detachment 
Company  E,  in  command  of  north-west  casemate 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  G.  E.  Haym- 
worth  and  K.  Kemper. 

Eighth — Lieutenant  H.  GrimbaU,  with  regi- 
mented band,  fifteen  men,  in  command  of  Bec<»d 
tier  casemate  battery. 

iViffrf^— Lieutenant  Clarkson,  with  detachment 
of  twenty-five  men  of  Company  B,  Qiarlestoo 
battalion,  posted  in  second  tier  of  casemate  m 
sharpshooters. 

LieutenantX}olonel  Tates,  having  reported  for 
duty  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  Aprfl, 
was  assigned  to  the  immediate  command  of  the 
parapet  batteries. 

The  casemate  batteries  were  undw  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Major  Ormsby  Blanding. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  guns  bron^t 
into  action :  Two  seven-inch  Brooke  guns ;  four 
ten-inch  columbiads ;  two  nine-inch  Dahtgrens ; 
four  eight-inch  columbiads ;  four  eight4nch  navy 
guns ;  seven  banded  and  rifled  fbr^-two  poand- 
ers ;  one  banded  and  rifled  thirty-two  pounder ; 
thirteen  smooth-bore  thirty-two-pounders ;  seven 
ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars. 

The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  staff: ' 

Lieutenant  a  C.  Boyleston,  Adjutant ;  Obtain 
T.  M.  Barker,  Assistant  Quartermaster ;  Captain 
a  P.  Bavenel,  A.  C.  S. ;  Reverend  N.  AlitidL 
Chaplain ;  8erge8nt>-Major,  C.  P.  Ckunshig,  and 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  William  NioolL  lieu- 
tenant Charles  Inglesby  was  Officer  of  the  Day. 
Lieutenant  J.  G.  Heyward  was  Officer  of  the 
Guard.  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Ravenel  was  acting 
Ordnance  Officer,  assisted  by  lieutenant  Jamat 
B.  Heyward,  lieutenant  of  Ordnance. 

The  medical  department  was  under  charge  of 
Surgeon  M.  3.  Moore,  assisted  by  Assistant^iip- 
geon  Samuel  Muller. 

Mr.  Edward  White  was  present  as  acting 
Engineer  Officer. 

The  members  of  the  Signal  corps  were  T.  P. 
Lowndes,  Arthur  Grimbal^  and  Joseph  W.  Sea- 
brdbk. 

Several  officers  of  General  Ripley's  staff  were 
present  during  the  engagement,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  General  Ripley,  tendercKl  their  aerrioes 
to  me. 

Captain  Benjamin  Read,  A.  A.  (General ;  Col- 
onel Edward  Manigault  and  Colond  St  Gkir 
Bearing  were  present,  having  tendered  theb 
services  also. 

Mr.  Lacoste  also  was  present,  and  rendered 
efficient  service. 

With  regard  to  th^  conduct  of  the  garrison, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  draw  any  distinctioa. 
Officers  and  men  were  alike  animated  with  the 
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la  erpirity  and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
ens  oi  tlieir  coohieBB  and  gallantry  tiirongh- 
V  the  aotion.  All  acted  as  though  they  were 
^aged  in  practice,  and  the  minutest  particn- 
9  of   drill   and  nulitary  etiquette  were  pre- 

For  expenditure  of  aaupunition,  I  would  re- 

3ctf  uUy  refer  to  enclosed  report  of  Ordnance 

Bcer- 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  would  also  refer  to 

closed  Snx^eon's  report 

At  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  eighth,  the  Keo- 

ik  was  seen  to  sink  near  Morris  Islfloid  beach, 

here  she  no^w  lies. 

IUq>ectfully  submitted, 

Alfbed  Bhbit, 

Colonel,  oommiuidlng. 

BIGADDER-GENEEUL  TRAfIEB*S  BEPOBT  OF  ACHON  IN 
CHARTJWTQN  HABBOB,  AFBIL  SEVENTH,  1808. 

Hbadqujibxbb  SKxnro  SuBDmaov,         ") 

Wan  MnaiBT  DsiBior,  Sciuvah'b  v 

ISLASDf  AprU  18, 1868.  J 

Captain  W.  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  O.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowiuff  report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  in- 
stant, between  the  enemy's  fleet  of  iron-clad  war 
veasela  and  the  fort  and  batteries  on  this 
island: 

At  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  that  day,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  movements  of  the  fleet, 
which  had  been  for  some  time  anchored  within 
the  bar,  were  suspicious,  and  that  some  of  the 
veBsels  appeared  to  be  advancing.    So  stealthily 
did  they  approach,  however,  that  not  until  hau 
past  two  oclock  did  I  become  convinced  that 
the  intentionB  of  the  enemy  were  serious  and 
that  the  long  threatened  attack  was  about  to 
begin.   I  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Moi]dtrie, 
where  I  had  preyiously  determined  to  make  my 
headquarters  during  the  action.    Slowly   but 
steadily  the  iron-claas  approached,  coming  by 
the  middle  or  ''swash"  cnannel  in  single  file, 
the  Passaic  (it  is  believed)  in  the  van,  followed 
by  the  rest  (eight  in  number)  at  eqpal  distances, 
the  flag  ship,  New  Ironsides,  occupying  the  cen- 
tre. 

At  three  o'clock,  Colonel  William  Butler,  com- 
jnanding  in  the  fort,  reported  to  me  that  the 
leadiDg  ship  was  in  range.    I  ordered  him  im- 
mediately to  open  his  batteries  upon  her,  which 
Was  done  prompt,  and  the  action  began.  Fear- 
ing that  the  range  was  rather  long  for  effectiTe 
^ork,  the  firing,  after  a  few  rounds,  was  sus- 
pended for  a  short  time ;  but  finding  the  enemy 
Tefaaed  dose  quarters,  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  engage  him  at  long  range  or  not  at  alL 
We  decided  upon  the  former,  and  Fort  Moultrie 
^%m  opened  her  batteries.    Batteries  Bee  and 
^tir^ard  had  also,  by  this  time,  opened  fire, 
™  the  action  had  become  general,    it  soon  be- 
oane  obvious  that  the  enemy's  intentions  were 
^  fight  and  not  to  run  bv,  and  orders  were 
pven  to  "  train  "  on  yesseliB  nearest  in,  and  to 
l}7  battery.    Volley  after  volley  was  deliv- 
wed  in  this  way ;  but  although  it  was  plain  that 


our  shot  repeatedly  took  effect,  their  impact 
a^nst  the  iron  casing  of  the  enemy  being 
distinctly  heard  and  seen,  yet  we  could  not  dis- 
cover but  that  the  foe  was  indeed  invulnerable. 

About  half  past  five  or  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  or 
after  the  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours  and 
a  half,  the  enemy,  as  slowly  as  he  had  advanced, 
withdrew  from  the  contest,  apparently  un- 
harmed, so  far  at  least  as  his  power  of  locomo- 
tion went  Subsequent  events  have  happily  re- 
vealed the  fact^  that  one  at  least  of  our  enemy's 
"  invulnerables"  has  given  proof  that  brick  walls 
and  earthen  parapets  stiU  hold  the  mastery. 

The  nearest  the  enem^  ventured  at  any  time 
to  Fort  Moultrie  was  estuuated  at  one  thousand 
vards,  to  Battery  Bee  sixteen  hundred  yards,  to 
Battery  Beauregard  fourteen  hundred  yards. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  garrisoned  by  a  detachment 
from  the  First  South  Oarolina  regular  infantry, 
Colonel  William  Butler  commanding,  assisted 
by  Major  T.  M.  Baker,  and  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing companies : 

Company  A,  Captain  T.  A.  Huguenin ;  Com- 
pany £,  Captain  R.  Press  Smith ;  Company  F, 
Captain  B.  S.  Burnett ;  Company  G,  First  Lieu- 
tenant E.  A.  Erwin  commanoing ;  Company  K, 
Captain  C.  H.  Rivers. 

Battery  Bee  was  ganriaoned  by  another  de- 
tachment from  the  same  regiment,  commanded 
hy  Lieiiteimiit  Colonel  J.  C.  Jenkins,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  companies : 

Company  C,  Captain  Robert  DeTreville ;  Com- 

Sany  H,  Captain  Warner  Adams ;  Company  I, 
aptain  W.  Taboum. 

Ck)lonel  L.  M.  Eeitt,  Twentieth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  by  my  consent,  took  post 
at  Battery  Bee,  and  remained  there  during  the 
action. 

Battery  Beaure^d  was  under  the  command 
of  Captain  J.  A.  Sitgreaves,  First  South  Carolina 
regular  artillery,  and  was  garrisoned  by  the 
following  companies : 

Company  K,  First  South  Carolina  regular  artil- 
lery, First-Lieutenant  W.  E.  Erwin  commanding. 

Company  B,  First  South  Carolina  regular  in- 
ihntry.  Captain  J.  H.  Warley  commanding. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  report  that  not  a  single  casualty  occurred 
among  any  of  these  troops,  with  the  exception 
only  of  one  in  Fort  Momtrie.  Early  in  the  ac- 
tion our  flaff-staff  was  shot  away,  and  in  falling 
struck  private  J.  S.  Lusby,  Company  F,  inflict- 
ing, a  severe  wound,  from  which  he  died  in  a 
short  time.  Neither  the  fort  itself,  nor  the  mate- 
rial was  in  the  least  injured.  It  is  due  to  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  their  soldierly 
and  accomplished  commander.  Colonel  Butler, 
that  I  should  not  close  this  report  without  bear- 
ing testimony  to  the  admirable  skill,  coolness, 
and  deliberation  with  which  thev  served  their 
guns.  They  went,  all — men  as  well  as  officers — 
to  their  work  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity, 
showing  that  their  hearts  were  in  it  There 
was  enmusiasm,  but  no  excitement  They  lost 
no  time  in  loading  their  guns,  but  never  fired 
hastily  or  without  aim* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


526 


BEBELLION    REOORD,    1862^. 


The  reports  of  Colonel  Keitt,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Simixkins,  and  Captain  Sitgreaves,  give  me 
every  reason  to  believe  the  garrisons  of  Batter- 
ies Bee  and  Beauregard  acquitted  themselves 
equaUy  well,  and  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
thanks  and  gratitude  of  their  commander  and 
their  coimtry. 

Colonel  Butler  makes  honorable  mention  of 
the  following  officers:  Captain  M.  H.  Wigg, 
A.  C.  S.,  when  the  flag  staff  was  shot  away, 
promptly  mounted  a  transom  and  placed  the 
regimental  Aagin  a  conspicuous  place  upon  it 
Captain  G.  A.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieuten- 
ant and  Adjutant  Mitchell  King,  and  First-Lieu- 
tenant D.  G.  Calhoun,  were  likewise  prompt  in 
placing  the  battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspic- 
uous positions.  Lieutenant  Willis^,  Ordnance 
Officer,  is  also  favorably  mentioned. 

To  Captains  William  Greene  and  B.  G.  Pinck- 
ney,  of  my  staff,  and  First-Lieutenant  A.  H.  Lu- 
cas, my  Aid-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable 
assistance,  and  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  M.  Dantzler  and  Doctor  G.  W. 
Wescott,  volunteer  Aids  for  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment in  tabular  form,  showing  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition  by  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  batr 
teries  during  the  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
J.  H.  Trapieb, 
Brigadier-General,  ocnnmandiog. 

BEFQBT  OF  THE  PART  TAKES  BY  FORT  MOULTRIE  IN 
THE  ACTION  OF  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

Hkadquibobs,  Fobi  Mouunb,  S.  0.,  I 
AprU  13, 1863.        / 

First  LieiUenani  W.  E.  Hone,  Aclivkcnlqf  Forces 

on  SvUivan'a  Island: 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  tiie  part  ts^en  by  this  fort  in 
the  action  with  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists on  the  seventh  of  ^is  month : 

On  the  fifth,  the  attacking  fleet,  consisting  of 
eight  turreted  gunboats  and  the  steam-frigate 
Ironsides,  crossed  the  bar  and  took  a  position 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  or  four  miles  from 
this  fort  On  the  seventh  it  advanced  in  the 
direction  of  the  harbor,  one  of  Ihe  turreted 
boats  some  distance  in  advance.  As  soon  as 
the  leading  boat  came  within  range,  I  reported 
the  fact  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding, 
and  received  orders  from  him  to  commence  the 
action.  Thinking  it  was  the  object  of  the  ene- 
my to  run  by  Fort  Sumter,  I  permitted  the 
firing  to  be  rapid  at  the  commencement,  using 
eveiry  precaution,  however,  to  encoun^e  delib- 
eration in  aiming.  The  boats  engaged  were  at 
all  times,  during  the  action,  within  range  of  the 
guns  of  this  fort  About  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  the  fiieate 
Ironsides  steamed  up  to  within  sixteen  hun£*ed 
yards  and  took  a  position  apparently  with  a 
view  of  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  action. 
All  the  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
were  trailed  upon  her  and  fired,  and  she  in  a 
few  minutes  aiterwards  moved  out  of  range. 


The  fire  was  generallv  directed  upon  the  host 
in  advance,  and  I  think  with  some  effect  Shots 
were  seen  to  strike  frequency,  many  of  them 
breaking  to  pieces.  The  guns  engs^ed  were 
maimed  by  Companies  A,  E,  F,  and  G,  Fust 
South  Carolina  infantry,  commanded  respective^ 
by  Captains  T.  A.  Huguenin  and  R.  Press  Smith, 
First  Lieutenant  Erwin,  and  Captain  B.  8.  Bur- 
nett ;  the  mortars  by  Companies  F  and  K,  Oap- 
tain  C.  H.  Rivers,  were  nred  with  creditabJe 
accuracy.  Officers  and  men  perfonned  their 
duties  with  spirit  and  celerity.  Daring  the 
action  the  flag-staff  was  cut  down  by  a  shot 
from  the  enemy,  which,  in  fisdling,  struck  private 
Lusby,  Company  F,  First  South  Carolina  infen- 
try,  causine  his  death  in  a  few  minutes.  This 
was  the  only  casualty  of  any  importance.  One 
gunner,  private  Harrison,  Company  G,  lost  a 
finger  by  some  inadvertence  in  running  a  gnn 
into  battery,  but  returned  to  his  post  after  get- 
ting his  wound  dressed.  When  the  flag  wis 
struck  down.  Captain  W.  H.  Wigg,  A.  C.  a, 
promptly  placed  the  regimental  feg  in  a  con- 
roicuous  place  "upon  a  traverse.  Captain  W. 
H.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieutenant  and  Ad- 
jutant Mitchell  Kmg  and  First  Lieutenant  D.  G. 
Calhoun  were  likewise  prompt  in  placing  the 
battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspicuons  posi- 
tions. Major  T.  M.  Baker,  First  South  OaroHna 
infentry,  was  wherever  his  services  would  he 
most  usefuL  The  Ordnance  Officer,  ^cond  Lien- 
tenant  Thomas  Williams,  was  at  his  post  at  die 
magazine.  Much  credit  is  due  to  hun  for  the 
good  condition  of  the  gun  carriages  and  the 
ordnance  stores.  I  have  already  submitted  a 
report  of  the  amount  of  ammunition  ezp^ed. 
The  guns  engaged  consisted  of  nine  ekht4ndi 
columbiads,  five  thirty-two-pounder  rmed  and 
banded  guns,  five  smooth-bore  thirty-two  ponnd- 
ers,  and  two  ten-inch  mortars. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Butleh, 

Golonel  First  South  Carolina  Iii£uitr7,oi 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KEriTOF  THK  PART  TAKEN  BY  IHE 
BATIERIKS  OF  SUUJVAiPS  ISLAND  IN  IHE  ACRCSt  Of 
THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

HiAi>Q(7.A]tiSB8,  ScuiTiir's  lauo, ) 
Apri)18,1863L    / 

Captain  Qreen^  A,  A,  O. : 
'  Captain  :  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  aeod 
to  you  the  reports  of  the  commandants  of  the 
various  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  engaged  in 
the  action  of  the  seventh  instant  with  the  ene- 
my's iron-dad  fleet.  The  action  was  commeDced 
at  three  o'clock  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  in  a  short 
time  thereafter  was  general  throughoat  ^  the 
batteries.  LnmediatSy  after  the  opening  of  the 
engagement,  I  left  Fort  Moultrie  Adhere  Briga- 
dier-General Trapier  had  stationed  nia  headanar- 
ters  and  was  overlooking  the  conflict)  ana  re- 
paired to  Battery  Bee. 

At  this  battery  I  found  the  garrison  alert  and 
ready  to  dir^t  their  fire  against  the  invadinfi| 
fleet    Their  guns  were  promptiy  trained,  ■» 
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fired  with  rapidity  and  great  precision.  I  saw, 
very  distinctly,  a  large  number  of  ten-inch  shot 
from  this  battery  strike  the  Keokuk,  and  also 
two  of  the  monitor  vessels,  which  alteri^ately 
advanced  to  the  front  They  struck  turrets, 
decks,  and  hull.  The  injury  inflicted  could  not 
be  accurately  estimated,  but  I  believe  that  it 
was  severe.  The  officers  of  the  earrison  were 
cool,  vigilant,  and  energetic,  and  uie  men  were 
prompt,  active,  and  thoroughly  familiar  with 
their  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simkins  over- 
looked the  management  of  the  battery,  and  I 
testify  to  his  vigiknce,  skill  and  the  energetic 
disdorge  of  his  duties.  The  firing  I  thought  a 
little  too  rapid,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
end  it  subserved  a  good  purpose.  The  storm  of 
shot  and  bolts  which  fell  around  the  enemy  con- 
fused, if  it  did  not  appal  him. 

The  Beauregard  battery  directed  its  fire  with 
great  precision  against  the  Ironsides  and  the 
two  monitors  which  were  nearest  to  it.  The 
shot  of  this  battery  struck  those  vessels  repeat- 
edly. The  ofBoers  and  men  behaved  with  the 
hidiest  coolness  and  gallantry. 

rort  Moultrie  was  imder  C^eral  Trapier's 
own  eye,  and  he  can  best  tell  how  worthily  she 
vindicated  her  historical  reputation. 

The  companies  of  the  Twentieth  regiment 
South  Carolina  volimteers,  which  were  upon  the 
island,  were  drawn  up  to  protect  the  upper  bat- 
teries and  to  repel  a  land  attack,  if  such  were 
attempted.  They  were  eager  to  join  their 
brethren  in  arms  in  the  conflict,  but  the  prudent 
abstinence  of  the  foe  from  an  attempt  to  land 
prevented  them.  They  were  under  command  of 
Captain  P.  A.  McMichael,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dantzler  having  been  invited  by  General  Tra- 
piertoact  as  his  special  aid  on. the  occasion; 
and,  had  a  land  attack  been  made,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler  could  easily  have  reached  the 
portion  of  his  regiment  drawn  up  on  the  island, 
and  have  taken  command  of  it,  which  he  in- 
tended to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lawrenob  M.  Keftt, 

Oolonel,  oomnumdlDg  Poet. 
Official: 

WnjjAM  F.  Nancb, 

iUBBistant  AiUatazK-Oeneral. 

CntCULAB. 

BiuoQVABsn  Fnaa  Milrabt  Darsaas  8.  C,  61.,  asd  Fla.,  1 
Cbablbxon.  December  aoth,  1M3.     j 

In  case  tlie  proposed  attack  upon  this  harbor 
is  known  beforehand,  special  directions  will  be 
given  for  the  service  of  the  dififerent  batteries. 
As,  however,  it  may  happen  that  a  surprise  may 
be  attempted,  or  mat  the  intervening  time  be- 
tween the  knowledge  of  the  intention  and  the 
event  may  be  too  short,  the  instructions  here- 
inafter contained  will  be  carefuU^  attended  to. 

Bach  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  or  battery, 
will  give  his  attention  immediately  to  the 
strengthening  of  his  carriages,  and  the  com- 
plete preparation  of  his  material.   Besides  mak- 


ing the  proper  requisitions  on  the  staff  depart- 
ments, let  him  endeavor  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
from  his  own  resources.  While  staff  departments 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  crippled,  for  want  of  ma- 
terial and  workmen,  much  can  be  accomplished 
by  ready  expedients  without  their  aid.  Every 
carriage  must  be  kept  carefully  screwed  up,  and 
if  any  are  defective,  made  at  least  temporarily 
efficient.  All  the  elevating  screws,  eccentric 
wheels,  and  trav^rsine  gear  must  be  put  in 
order,  and  kept  so,  and  especial  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  a  full  supply  of  small  imple- 
ments is  constantly  on  hana. 

Ammunition  should  be  examined,  and  imme- 
diately apportioned  to  the  several  guns,  ref- 
erence bem^  had  to  the  orders  heretoiore  ^ven 
on  that  subiect ;  but  where  the  quantity  is  not 
sufficient,  the  greater  portion  should  be  given 
to  the  heavier  guns,  as  on  them  principally  the 
success  of  the  defence  must  depend. 

Officers  and  men  of  each  command  must  be 
kept  on  the  alert,  and  instructed  to  go  to  bat- 
tery, at  once,  upon  an  alarm ;  and  especial  care 
must  be  taken  that  each  battery  is  in  readiness 
for  instant  action  as  the  men  arrive  at  their 
guns. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  most  of  these 
things  are  nabitually  attended  to,  but  as  constant 
vigilance  is  our  only  security,  they  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  insisted  upon. 

Upon  observing  a  disposition  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  the  nearest  fort  or  battery 
will  ^ve  the  alarm.  By  day  a  shotted  gun,  and 
dippmg  the  flag,  will  conununicate  the  danger 
to  me  other  fortifications  and  headquarters.  All 
commands  wUl  eo  at  once  to  battery,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  alarm  communicated  to 
headquarters  by  telegraph  or  signal  By  night, 
a  shotted  gun  and  a  rocket  vriU  give  the  intelli- 
gence. 

In  whatever  way  the  attack  is  made  by  the 
enemy,  he  is  to  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible 
to  do  so  effectually,  with  a  few  long  range  guns 
from  every  fort  that  will  bear.  The  number  of 
these  guns  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commanding  officers,  who  must  see  that  the  fire 
is  as  accurate  as  possible.  They  must  not  en- 
gage too  great  a  number,  and  be  carefid  not  un- 
duly to  excite  their  men,  or  strain  their  guns  and 
carriages.  While  the  long  range  fire  is  vduable, 
if  accurate,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  force  him 
to  develop  his  attack,  it  is  not  to  be  depended 
on  for  more.  Other  things  being  equal,  it  will 
be  well  that  the  guns  to  leeward  are  first  en- 
gaged. The  remaining  guns  of  the  batteries 
will  be  trained  by  battery  on  different  points 
where  the  enemy  must  pass,  care  being  taken 
to  have  the  fire  of  each  battery  concentrated. 
As  the  enemy  approaches,  let  the  distance  he 
will  be  in  passing  be  accurately  estimated  by 
the  distance  buoys,  and  the  elevation  made  to 
correspond,  making  it  too  little  rather  than  too 
great  tor  direct  fire.  If  the  vessels  are  passing 
rapidly,  the  guns  should  be  discharged  oy  bat- 
tery, just  as  the  prows  of  the  vessels  come 
across  the  line  of  sight 
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In  the  case  of  wooden  yessels,  the  object  will 
be  to  hit  them  near  the  water-line,  just  abaft  the 
smoke-stack.  In  the  case  of  iron-clad  vessels, 
to  hit  the  deck  or  the  turrets  at  the  intersection 
with  the  deck,  and  especiaDj  to  let  all  the  shots 
strike  at  once. 

The  first  fire  will  be  concentrated  npon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  will  be  continTiea  upon 
them  as  long  as  the  guns  by  battery  wOl  bear 
well,  and  especially  if  they  become  entangled  in 
obstructions,  even  if  certain  vessels  engage  to 
draw  ofif  the  attention  of  the  outermost  batter- 
ies and  remain  behind. 

Should  some  of  the  vessels  succeed  in  pass- 
ing, the  action  must  then  pass  into  the  hands  of 
commanding  officers  of  batteries.  They  will 
pour  in  their  fire  as  far  as  practicable,  by  bat- 
tery, and  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  with  accuracy 
on  whatever  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  be  near- 
est iliem. 

The  guns  of  Beaureffard  battery,  Fort  Moul- 
trie, Battery  Bee,  and  me  eastern,  north-eastern, 
and  north-western  faces  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
used  to  form  the  first  circle  of  fire  to  which  the 
enemy  must  be  subjected ;  the  centre  being  a 
little  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  between  the  forts 
and  midway.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to 
crush  his  vessels  and  repel  his  attack  within 
this  circle,  and  especially  while  he  is  entangled 
in  the  obstructions. 

All  the  mortars,  of  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort 
Moultrie  will  be  trained  on  the  centre  above 
indicated.  The  fuzes  will  be  of  the  ftdl  length, 
and  the  shells  have  lar^e  bursting  chsurges ;  it 
being  better  to  have  me  fuzes  rail  than  the 
shelte  to  burst  in  the  air,  and  the  full  effect  of 
the  explosions  being  desirable  if  successfuL 
The  mortar  batteries  will  be  fired  by  batterv 
when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  about  two  ship^s 
lengths  from  the  point  on  which  they  are 
tramed. 

If  the  fleet  is  large,  the  mortars  will  be  kept 
trained  on  the  same  point,  and  fired  by  battery 
as  rapidly  as  possible  while  the  fleet  is  passing. 
If  small,  9nd  a  portion  has  passed  the  first  cir- 
cle of  fire,  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
trained  to  operate  on  the  second  circle,  the  cen- 
tre of  whicn  will  be  at  a  point  about  midway 
between  Forts  Sumter  and  Ripley,  and  to  the 
southward  of  the  middle  ground  ehooL  It  will 
be  formed  by  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Johnson, 
Fort  Ripley,  Gastle  Pincfeey,  Battery  Bee,  and 
the  nortii-westem  and  western  faces  of  Fort 
Sxmiter. 

The  gnns  of  Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and 
Castie  Rnckney  will  open  on  the  leading  'ves- 
sels as  they  come  witlun  easy  range,  care  being 
taken  that  every  shot  finds  its  mark.  Those  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  Battery  Bee  will  continue  upon 
the  leading  vessels  as  long  as  they  are  dose, 
but  if  they  elongate  their  distance,  the  fire 
will  be  concentrated  on  the  vessels  nearest 
them. 

Should  any  vessel  succeed  in  passing  the  sec- 
ond circle  of  fire,  the  third  will  be  formed  and 
put  into  action  by  the  guns  of  White  Point  bat- 


tery and  Battery  Glover,  with  such  gUDS  of 
Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and  Castie  mckney 
as  will  bear.  Concentration  on  the  leading  ves- 
sels will  be  the  object  as  before. 

Durine  the  action,  care  will  be  taken,  as  itf 
as  possible,  to  prevent  the  chances  of  shot  firom 
the  batteries  taking  the  direction  of  our  own 
works.  The  best  way  of  doing  this  will  be  to 
let  none  miss  the  enemy,  and  when  he  is  be- 
tween the  works  most  especial  accxD'acy  wiH  be 
striven  for. 

The  vessels  of  the  Confederate  navy  will  en- 
gage during' the  action,  and  they  may  often  pass 
our  batteries.  In  this  case,  officers  and  gmmarB 
cannot  be  too  careful  to  avoid  hitting  tbem. 
The  fire  by  batterv,  as  a  general  thing,  will  be 
discontinued  at  those  vessels  of  the  enemj 
which  our  ships  engage  closely ;  but  if  occasion 
offers,  endeavors  wilTbe  made  to  hit  theporti 
of  the  revolving  turrets  on  the  enemy's  vesseli 
when  turned  m)m  our  ships,  to  disarrange  and 
throw  out  of  gear  the  machinery  for  dosmg  tiie 
ports. 

Accurate  fire  by  single  guns  will  be  concen- 
trated on  the  enemy's  vessels,  if  two  or  more 
attack  one  of  ours ;  and  should  the  distance  ad- 
mit, then  it  wiU  be  advisable  to  pour  upon  one 
of  them  a  heavy  fire  bv  battery. 

The  plunging  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  is  ex- 
pected to  he  particularly  effective,  and  wba 
single  rifled  guns  are  fired  from  the  barbettes 
of  that  fort,  it  will  be  well  to  hit  the  grated 
roofs  of  the  turrets  with  square-headed  boHs, 
followed  by  shells  filled  with  molten  iron. 

The  square-headed  bolts  for  the  ten-inch  ool- 
umbiads  and  the  heavier  guns  will  be  fired  by 
battery  when  the  enemy  is  within  close  range. 
Solid  shot  and  bolts  will  be  used  gsoemj 
against  iron-dads  during  the  action. 

The  furnaces  for  melting  iron  and  heating 
shot  will  be  kept  in  heat,  and  heated  projediks 
will  be  used  whenever  occasion  offers  advaa- 


lould  it  happen  that  any  of  the  cnenjV 

vessels  become  disabled  ana  endeavor  t4)  get 
out  of  fire,  the  outermost  batteries  must  paj 
particular  attention  to  prevent  them,  and  m  ewe 
other  of  the  enemy's  ships  come  to  tiie  aaart- 
ance  of  the  disabled,  let  every  gun  and  mortar 
which  will  bear  be  turned  iq>on  them  hj  bat- 

The  great  object  of  the  enemy  will  probahlj 
be  to  run  by,  and  every  effort  must  be  m*doJJ 
crush  hiwi  in  each  successive  cirde  of  vv 
which  ho  encounters. 

Hog  Island  channel  will  be  obstructed,  and 
the  obstructions  must  be  guarded  by  the  IotJ 
range  guns  of  Fort  Sumtw  and  the  cohmwaa 
of  Battery  Bee  nearest  it 

It  is  doiibtful  whether  the  enemy  wiD  it^ip 
to  pass  by  Folly  channel  If  he  does,  a  cffde 
of  fire  will  be  formed  by  the  gnns  of  Fon 
Ripley,  Castle  Pmckney,  and  White  Point  bat- 
te^. 

The  position  of  trnpedoes  will  be  ««>5^ 
cated  to  commanding  offices,  and  the  eWt 
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XDtde  to  driye  the  enemj'e  vessels  mpon  d^em 
if  he  is  trnkiDg  other  courses. 

T^e  obstructions  will  also  be  designated,  and 
under  no  circnnwtanoes  will  the  enemy  be  per- 
mitted to  reconnoitre  them. 

The  headquarters  of  the  undersigned  will  be 
at  Fort  Sumter,  and  directions  be  sent  by  tele- 
gn4>h  and  signal  to  the  different  posts,  should 
tnjlhing  require  special  directions. 

]Batteries  Marshall  and  Wagner  will  be  worked 
to  the  extent  of  their  capacity  for  injuring  the 
enemy,  by  their  commanding  ofificers,  without 
unduly  closing  their  commands. 

The  directioBS  given  above,  relate  generally 
to  the  defeat  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  fleet 
alone.  Should  a  combined  attack  be  made  by 
land  and  water,  other  orders  can  be  issued,  as 
nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  done  by  surprise. 

llie  present  circular  will  be  studied  and  re- 
flected upon  by  all  officeics  who  will  be  engaged 
in  this  honorable  duty  of  the  coming  defence. 
With  careful  attention,  coolness,  and  skilful 
gmmery,  maooen  is  £»  more  than  probable. 

R.  a  Ripunr. 
jrlgAdier-GenmU,  oommaadiDg. 
Official: 

WilF.Nanob, 

A.  A.  OflieraU 

BPOMB  or  TBS  mUTABY  EKOmmtS  OP  THl  ENOAOE- 
MEMT  OF  THE  ENEMY'S  IRON-OLAD  FLEET  WITH  THE 
IXHriB  AND  BATTERIEa  COMMANDING  THE  OUTER  HAR- 
BOR or  CHABUSrON  ON  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL»  1808. 


OmcB  Of  Ctav  Emuixbh, 
QuBURoy,  SoutH  Cjmousa 
AprU28,lMa 

Oenertd  ThomoB  Jonkm, 


} 

ChUf  of 


GnivRAL:  In  compliance  with  instructions, 
Major  Echols  has  made  a  report  in  detail  of  the 
engagement  on  the  seventh  Instant,  of  the 
enemy's  iron-clad  fleet  with  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries conmianding  the  outer  hai'bor  of  this 
city,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  here- 
with. 

This  report  is  based  upon  information  derived 
from  the  ooramanding  officers  of  the  forts  and 
batteries  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  upon  an 
examination  in  companv  with  myself  of  those 
works  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  instant 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  directed  chiefly 
against  Port  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  from  nine 
to  fifteen  hundred  yards.  The  injuries  to  the 
fort,  of  whicdi  the  tables  and  drawings  accom- 
panying  Major  Echols'  report  give  an  accurate 
description,  were  not  of  a  character  to  impair 
its  efilkieney.  The  crushing  effect  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  missiles  was  less  than  I  had  anticipated. 
The  chief  dvnage  was  probably  caused  bv  the 
explosion  of  shells  against  and  in  the  walls  of 
the  fort. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fort  withstood  t^e 
bombardment  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
enoomtiges  us  to  believe  that  the  repairs  that 
have  hSfiXi  made,  and  the  measures  now  in  pro- 
gress to  strengthen  and  protect  its  walki,  will 
enable  the  fort  to  withstand  a  much  more  for- 
midable bombardment  with  like  good  results. 
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Of  tlie  o^er  works  engaged,  none  of  which 
attracted  much  of  the  enemv's  attention,  only 
ooe^ — ^Fort  Moultrie— received  any  damage,  and 
that  was  very  trivial. 

Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Warner,  and  Gmnmins' 
Point  battery  fired  upon  the  met  at  a  distance  of 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  yards ;  Batteries 
Bee  and  Beauregard  at  a  distance  of  from  sixteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  yards — too  far,  in  tlie 
case  of  the  latter-named  batteries,  for  useful 
effect  M;ainst  iron-clads. 

Our  batteries  #ere  admiraiblv  served  by  our 
skilled  artillerists.  Much  of  the  rapidity  and 
accuracy  with  which  our  heavy  guns  were  fired 
was  due  to  the  use  of  Colonel  Yates'  traverser, 
with  the  merits  of  which  the  General  command- 
ing has  been  fully  imnrpssod. 

Our  batteries  discharged  about  twenty-two 
hundred  shot  of  all  sorts;  the  enemy's  fleet 
about  one  hundred  Imd  ten,  chiefly  fifteen4nch 
shell  and  eleven-inch  solid  shot — not  less  than 
eighty  of  which  were  directed  at  Fort  Sumter. 

The  sinking  of  the  Keokuk,  and  the  discom- 
fiture of  other  iron-clads,  has*  established  their 
vulnerability  to  our  heavy  projectiles  at  a  range, 
say,  of  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  yards. 

It  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the  wreck  of 
the  Keokuk,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Boyleston,  confirmed  in  the  main  by  my  own 
observations  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  that  her 
turrets  within  four  and  a  half  feet  of  their  tops, 
had  been  piwced  by  four  ten-inch  shot  and  one 
seven-inch  rifle  shot,  and  a  wrought  iron  Brooke 
bolt  had  ^entrated  seven-eighuis  of  its  length 
and  stuck  m  the  plating.  Several  severe  inden- 
tations were  also  observed,  near  which  the 
plates  were  warped  and  the  bolts  broken  or 
started.  The  top  of  the  smoke-stack  (of  sheet 
iron)  was  very  much  torn,  and  the  bottom  of  it 
(of  similar  structure  to  the  turrets)  pierced  by 
a  ten-inch  shot  The  vessel  having  sunk  in 
thirteen  feet  of  water,  prevented  an  examination 
of  the  lower  portions  of  her  turrets,  or  of  her 
hull,  which,  no  doubt,  were  served  in  like  man- 
ner. From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  ten- 
inch  shot  are  just  as  effective  at  the  distance, 
say.  of  nine  hundred  yards  as  the  sevennnoh 
Brooke  bolts  against  such  structures  as  the  tur- 
rets of  the  Keokuk. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  is  highly  grat- 
ifying, and  increases  our  confidence  in  our 
ability,  with  good  batteries  of  suitable  guns,  to 
contend  successfully  with  vessels  of  the  moni- 
tor class;  The  enemy's  evident  and  juat  dread 
of  torpedoes,  as  evinced  in  his  preparation  for 
their  explosion,  by  the  "Devil,"  or  tbrpedo- 
searcher,  should  induce  us  to  multiply  our  de- 
fences of  that  character  in  whatsoevei  manner 
they  can  be  made  available. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


Yours,  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  Habbis, 


Official: 


Major  and  Chief  of  Ekiilneeri. 


G.  Thomas  Ck)x. 

UeateiuuK  Qigineera. 
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REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


OonvBiuTB  Stub  E^Rinm's  #moK,  1 
QuBLHBOif ,  8.  C. ,  Aptn  9, 1863.     j 

Mqfor  D.  J3.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer  Departr 
ment: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  meke  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  engagement  between  Port 
Snmter  and  the  enemy  s  iron-clad  fleet  on  the 
seventh  of  April,  1863,  at  thvee  o'clock  p.  m., 
lasting  two  honrs  and  twenty-five  minutes : 

The  incidents  which  transpired  during  the 
engagement  are  based  upon  information  received 
from  the  officers  in  charge*  of  the  works,  but 
more  particularly  from  the  observations  of  Col- 
onel Rhett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter,  and  Lieu- 
tenant S.  0.  Boyleeton,  Adjutant  First  regiment 
8ou&  Carolina  artillery,  who  m?ide  special  ob- 
servations during  the'Whole  action ;  the  remain- 
der from  personal  inspection  afterward. 

Forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, Cummins'  Pohit,  and  Wagner,  were  en- 
gag^.  The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Ironsides, 
supposed  armament  sixteen  ^uns ;  the  Keokuk, 
two  stationary  turrets,  carrymg  one  gun  each, 
and  seven  single  revolving  turreted  vessels,  car- 
rying (supposed)  two  guns  in  each,  presumed 
to  be  the  Montauk,  Passaic,  Weehawken,  Pa- 
tapsco,  Nahant,  Catskill,  and  Nantucket,  wluch 
took  position  from  nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter. 

They  steamed  up  main  ship  channel  toward 
Fort  Moultrie,  in  line  of  battle,  as  follows :  Four 
single  turrets,  Ironsides,  three  sfaigle  turrets^  and 
Keokuk,  following  one  after  ihe  other  at  inter- 
vals of  about  three  htmdred  yards — the  fore- 
most one  moving  slowly,  and  carrying  on  her 
prow  the  "Devu,"  or  torpedo-searcher,  a  de- 
scription of  which  will  be  sent  yott  When 
widiin  twenty-two  hundred  yards,  Fort  Moul- 
trie fired  the  first  gim  upon  her,  near  buoy 
number  three,  then  distant  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter,  which  had  previously 
trained  her  battery  of  barbette  guns  upon  Ihe 
buoy,  and  opened  fire  by  battery  when  she 
reached  that  position,  at  three  minutes  past 
three  o'clock. 

The  first  turret  opened  fire  at  five  minutes 
past  three,  ttnd  moved  backward,  thus  develop- 
mg  their  manoeuvre  of  attack.  At  this  moment 
the  engagement  became  general  The  second 
turret  passed  the  first,  fired,  moved  backward ; 
the  first  moved  forward,  passed  the  second, 
fired,  and  backed,  then  retired  from  action ;  the 
other  turrets  monoeuvring  in  the  same  relative 
manner,  each  time  nearing  or  receding  a  little 
from  the  fort  in  order  not  to  present  a  perma- 
nent tlurget 

The  Ironflides,  when  at  seventeen  hundred 
yards  from  Moultrie,  and  two  thousand  from 
Sumter,  stopped,  discharged  a  battery  at  Ihe 
former,  when  Sumter  concentrated  a  heavy 
fire  upon  her ;  numbers  of  shot  were  seen  to 
strike  her,  and  several  to  penetrate;  tiuree, 
at  least,  in  her  wooden  stem.  Deeming  two 
thousand  yvuda  too  dose  quarters,  she  retired 
out  of  range,  supposed  injured,  in  favor  of 
less  prominent  and  more  formidable  imps,  after 


ao  engagement  of  fbrty-fi:ve  minutes.  The  Keo- 
kuk, at  five  minutes  past  four,  defiantfy  toniiiig 
her  prow  direetly  toward  Bmnter,  ming  from 
her  forward  turret  gun,  the  batteries  of  cNsntv, 
Moultrie,  Bee,  and  Cnmmins*  Point,  wero  con- 
centrated npon  her,  her  turrets  reoeiving  num- 
bsrs  of  weltdirected  shots,  severd  apparently 
penetrating,  showed  evidence  of  censidenble 
damage.  When  witiiin  nine  hundred  yards  she 
was  struck,  supposed  by  a  wrought  iron  boh 
(one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds)  from  a 
seven-inch  Brooke  Yffle  en  barbette,  near  her 
bow,  penetrating,  and  ripping  np  a  pfattixig 
about  six  feet  long,  and  two  wd  a  half  wide, 
which  ended  her  career ;  she  stopped,  seemed 
disabled  for  a  few  minutes,  then  turned  to  Hie 
channel  and  proceeded  toward  the  bar  at  forfy- 
five  minutes  x>ast  four.  She  sa^  off  the  soiidi 
end  of  Morris  Island,  at  half  past  eight  o'clock, 
the  following  morning;  her  smoke-stsek  and 
turrets  are  now  visible  at  low  water.  From  ber 
wreck  floated  ashore  a  book,  a  spy-glass,  and 
pieces  of  furniture  bespattered  with  blood,  and 
small  fragments  of  iron  sticking  in  them. 

The  firing  of  the  turrets  was  timed— they  dis- 
charged generally  at  intervals  of  ten  minutea ; 
the  engagement  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty- 
five  mmutes.  Allowing  six  of  tiiem  constantiy 
engaged,  they  delivered  eighty-eevtti  dioti; 
one  fired  twice,  and  retired ;  the  Keokuk  fired 
three  or  fom*  times,  and  the  IronaidfiB  about 
seventeen — ^making  the  total  number  fired  by 
the  enemy  about  one  hundred  and  ten,  which 
were  principally  directed  at  Sumter.  Her  walb 
show  the  effect  of  fifty-five  missilee-Hdio^abell, 
and  fragments ;  the  carriage  of  a  ten-inch  co- 
Jumbiad  on  the  westkn  face  was  completely  de- 
molished by  a  shot  coming  over  the  parapet; 
a  forty-two^ounder  rifle  on  the  nortii-^st  aoe, 
dismounted  by  breaking  a  traveee  whed— both 
soon  remotmted  in  position ;  four  small  holes 
knocked  in  the  roof  of  the  eastern  qnarters  by 
grazing  shots;  an  eight-inch  columbiad  bust 
on  the  eastern  &oe,  throwing  the  diase  and 
half  the  reinforce  over  the  parapat,  the  other 
half  over  the  quarters  in  the  parade,  demolishsd 
the  carriage,  but  did  no  other  dan^ige ;  neariy 
all  the  window  panes  uid  some  of  the  mAa 
in  the  lort  were  broken  by  concussion. 

The  accompanying  table  of  effects  of  abot, 
and  sketches  of  the  elevations  of  the  boea, 
show  the  points  of  impact,  the  kind  of  pr<90^ 
tUe  used,  so  far  as  ooiud  be  aseertained  by  in- 
spection, and  found ;  they  were  principally  fif- 
teen^nch  shell  and  eleven-inch  shot  The  oa- 
ture  of  the  material  against  which  they  were 
projected,  crumbling  gaaeraUy  without  retun- 
ing  an  impression,  predudes  any  positive  infor- 
mation as  to  their  exact  kind  or  calibre— only  a 
few  were  evident ;  to  the  beat  of  my  judgment, 
according  to  the  effect,  eight  fifteen-uich  aheUa 
struck  the  faces — two  of  these  penetrated  the 
wall  of  the  eastern  face,  just  bdow  the  embn- 
suree  in  the  second  tier,  next  to  the  east  pan- 
coupe,  not  seriously  damaging  ihe  masonry;  one 
exploding  in  the  casemate  oet  fire  to  some  bed- 
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ding,  the  other  pawed  tbrotigh  a  ^mdow  #nd 
bunt  in  ihe  oentre  of  the  fort  Several  explod- 
ed in  coDtact  with  the  waU,  by  whioh  the  prin- 
cipal crateiB  appear  to  have  been  foimed ;  one 
passed  ov^  the  parapet  into  the  quarters  on 
the  western  side,  exploded,  damagiBg  several 
waDs;  five  eleven^oh  shot  stnicu:  Sie  fates, 
one  penetrstinff  near  one  of  the  same  em- 
brasnree  pieroed  by  the  fifteen-indi  shell,  broke 
through  and  eatered  the  interior  wall  of  the 
quarters ;  only  one  impression  represented  any 
appearance  of  a  rifle  pibjootile.  One  fifteen- 
inch  a(Md  shot,  one  fifteen  mch  hollow  shot, 
several  fifteen4nch  shells  and  eleven-inch  shot 
were  found  in  and  around  the  fbrt ;  fragments 
of  fiftesn-kich  shells  were  picked  up  on  the 
outside;  the  benae  being  very  narrow  and 
Bloping  prevented  any  means  of  ascertaining 
by  the  bodies  themselves,  their  kind — all  being 
precipitated  into  the  water,  after  striking.  It 
is  reported,  also,  that  several  shrapnd  were 
•feed  over  the  barbette  guns  of  Sumter.  Some 
of  file  shells  which  exploded  in  contact  with  the 
wall  may  probably  have  been  percussion  rifle 
•hells,  as  some  of  the  tmrets  are  Known  to  carry 
eight-inch  rifles,  but  no  fragments  were  founa, 
nor  do  any  of  the  oflScers  report  indications  of 
rifle  projectilee  by  sound  or  otherwise,  with  but 
one  exception;  the  commanding  officer  of  Battery 
Wagner  reports  one  by  sound  to  have  passed 
over,  fired  by  the  Iroc^sides.  Nine  shots  were 
fired  at  Moultrie  at  distances :  of  turrets,  thir- 
teen hundred  yards ;  of  Ironsides,  seventeen 
hundred  yards;  an  eleven-inch  shot  struck 
down  the  fla^-staff  at  thirty-seven  minutes  past 
three — passed  through  the  roof  of  the  quarters, 
penetrated  the  wall  of  ^e  ordnance  storehouse, 
about  two  feet  thick,  and  dropped  in  the  room ; 
another  struck  the  glacis  and  ricochetted  over 
the  fort ;  a  third,  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  burst  at 
the  water's  edge,  a  fragment  of  which  was  found ; 
the  oth«^  passed  over.  Five  shots  were  fired 
at  Battery  B  without  effect,  at  a  distance  of 
about  two  thousand  yards— one  fell  behiiul  the 
breakwater,  another  passed  along  the  front  of 
the  battery  and  bm^t ;  the  others  passed  over. 
Six  or  seven  were  fired  at  Battery  Beauregard, 
at  a  disfatice  of  two  thousand  yards,  wimout 
effect ;  two  eleven-inch  shot  were  found.  Two 
were  fired  at  Cummins*  Point  without  effect — 
one  at  twelve  hundred  or  thirteen  himdred 
yards,  from  the  Ironsides ;  the  other  at  fourteen 
hundred  to  fifteen  hiuidred  yards,  from  a  turret 
Four  were  fired  at  Battery  Wagner ;  one  from 
the  Ironsides  sounded  like  a  rifle  shot  passing 
through  the  air ;  one  grazed  the  top  of  the  tra- 
v^se,  and  another  axploded  over  the  battery, 
Bending  a  fragment  into  a  traverse. 

A  single  turret  which  fired  her  two  guns  sim- 
ultaneously, ceased  to  fire  one  of  them  at  about 
four  o'clock  —half  of  Ae  port  being  closed  ^e 
remainder  of  the  action ;  cause  not  visible.  They 
were  frequently  struck  upon  their  decks,  and 
several  shot  were  seen  sticking  in  the  hull  of 
one  of  them.  And  from  anoUier,  steam  issued 
when  struck  upon  it    A  cast  iron  bolt  (rifle 


forty-two)  struck  a  bevelled  plate  or  euard 
around  the  base  of  a  turret,  whioh  curved  anvl 
turned  one  end  up. 

The  projectiles  generally  broke  in  nieces,  as 
could  bia  seen  by  fragments  falling  in  me  water, 
or  bounded  from  the  vessel.  One,  after  striking, 
was  ol)served  to  drop  and  rest  at  tiie  foot  of  tlie 
turret  Several  of  tne  smoke-stacks  were  pen- 
etrated. 

A  lookout  appeared  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
turrets,  apparently  observing  the  effect  of  the 
shot ;  at  the  flash  of  a  battery  from  Moultrie  he 
instantiy  disappeared. 

The  casualties  are  slight  At  Sumter  five  men 
were  wounded  by  fhtgments  of  masonry  and 
wood.  One  of  tfaie  negroes  engaged  at  work  at 
the  fort,  who  was  sitting  on  tiie  berme  of  the 
western  ^e,  was  wounded  by  a  brick  knocked 
from  the  parapet  and  falling  unon  his  head. 

At  Moultne  one  man  was  kmed  by  the  falling 
of  the  flag-staff  when  shot  away. 

At  Battery  Wagner  an  ammunition  ohest  in 
the  angle  of  the  parapet  and  traverse,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  thirtty-two  pounder,  e^loded 
from  the  blast  of  the  gun.  Killing  three  men, 
mortally  wounding  one,  slightly  wounding  Lieu- 
tenant Steadman,  m  charge  of  the  gun,  and  three 
men ;  blew  them  about  twenty  feet,  cracked  the 
traverses,  threw  the  shot  from  the  pHe  of  bdls 
in  every  direction,  and  slightly  damaged  the 
chassis. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Sumter  about  two  o'clock  at 
night  after  the  engagement,  and  found  Mr.  E.  J. 
White,  of  the  engineer  department,  busily  en- 
gaged building  in  the  casemates,  first  and  sec- 
ond tiers,  behind  the  damaged  waUs,  with  sand 
bags  ;  several  of  them  were  completed  and  con- 
siderably strengthened.  This  work  was  con- 
tinued all  night  and  the  next  day  bv  the  garri- 
son and  the  fifty  negroes  who  had  been  em- 
ployed at  the  fort,  and  remained  during  the 
engagement  On  the  following  morning  the 
fleet  ky  inside  the  bar,  in  the  same  line  of  bat- 
tle in  which  they  approaohed — the  first  one 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Sumter,  and  one 
and  a  half  nnles  from  Morris  Island.  Men  were 
visible  all  day  on  the  turret  of  one,  hammering, 
evidently  repairing  her  plating.  Wind  sails 
were  set,  indicating  that  tneir  quarters,  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  were  uncomfortable 
and  badly  ventilated.  About  noon  one  of  the 
turrets  went  south,  probablv  to  Port  Royal,  for 
repairs  or  for  the  security  of  that  place  against 
our  iron-clads  from  Savannah. 

The  Ironsides  has  kept  up  a  full  head  of 
steam  since  the  engagement,  as  can  be  seen  by 
her  constantly  blowing  off.  Three  holes  are 
distinctly  seen  in  her  stem,  two  just  above  the 
water-line. 

The  "  Devil "  floated  ashore  on  Morris  Island 
— ^tiie  cables  by  which  it  was  attached  to  the 
turret's  bow  were  cut  away.  It  is  probable 
that  the  "  Devil,"  becoming  unmanageable,  was 
the  cause  of  the  turret  retiring  early  from  the 
action — ^it  being  a  massive  structure,  consisting 
of  two  layers  of  white  pine  timbers,  eighteen 
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inches  square,  strongly  bolted  together ;  a  re- 
entering angle  twenty  feet  deep  to  receive  the 
bow  of  the  vessel,  fifhr  feet  long,  twenty-seven 
feet  wide ;  a  layer  of  bevelled  tunbers  on  the 
front  forming  a  bow,  seven  heavy  iron  plates, 
thronffh  which  passed  chains  directly  down  ana 
over  me  sides,  through  hawser-pipes ;  to  these 
were  attached  grappling-irons  with  double 
prongs,  suspend^  underneath,  at  the  sides 
and  bow ;  in  the  countersinks  of  the  plates 
were  loose  iron  roUers,  apparently  to  facilitate 
the  drawing  of  the  chains  through  the  holes 
over  them,  when  the  grapplings  took  hold,  to 
drag  up  to  the  "  Devil '"whatever  he  may  catch 
with  his  hooks. 

The  colors  of  the  six  turrets  remaining  on  the 
eighth  are  as  follows :  • 

First  turret,  lead  color ;  atexk,  lead  odor ;  top 
of  stack,  red,  wHh  black  rin^. 

Second  tuiret  and  stack,  black. 

Third  turret,  black ;  stack,  white ;  top  green. 

Fourth  turret,  bkok ;  stack,  black ;  top  stack 
(1-3)  lead  color. 

Fifth  turret  and  stack,  lead  color. 


Sixth  turret  and  stack,  bkck. 

The  hull  of  the  turret  in  running  tran  standi 
about  two  feet  above  water  level,  ovryiog  a 
whistie,  stov&^ipe,  and  standiimis  for  swingiD^ 
a  small  boat  on  aeok,  with  alight  railing  aron&d 
it  When  deared  for  action,  she  is  submeiged 
alHioet  to  the  water  level ;  the  other  articles  all 
removed  flush  with  the  deck.  The  issae  of 
steam  from  the  deck  several  times  obsenred,  if 
not  from  injury,  is  probably  from  tiie  Mow-off 
pipe,  token,  down  flush,  as  she  cannot  cany  it, 
as  otiier  vessels,  on  her  sides. 

I  accompany  the  report  with  a  sketdi  of  the 
batfle-ground,  showing  the  relsltive  positioM  of 
the  forts  and  fleet ;  one  of  the  faces  of  the  fort, 
showing  parts  damaged ;  ome  of  the  Keokuk ; 
one  of  a  turret  submerged  for  action ;  and  one 
of  the«DeviL*' 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
William  H. 


Official: 


G.  Thomas  Ck)x, 

Ueateunt  SagliieerB. 


Table  of  effects  of  prqfecHles  an  vsaUs  of  Fori  Sumter.— The  numbers  correspond  wA  those  m 
drawing  of  elevations,  showing  the  locations  of  points  of  impact. 


No. 

PBonomx. 

PBfKDU- 

fS»ATg», 

Bbkabbh 

noai 

Height. 

width. 

R. 

ur. 
2 

FT. 

0. 

FT. 

ur. 

Scaled. 

Frftff.  Sh6n.... 

Scaled 

4 

8 
1 

0 

0 
0 

4 

4 
1 

0 

0 
0 

Emhrasnre  ** A,''  eztOTior  oooorete  InfMoM  ad  tatvtar  «• 

brasoro  arch  knocked  oat ;  moMnry  cneked. 
AastetedNo.  a    Spent 
Penetrated  concrete  and  new  masoDry  fadng: 
Ricochet  and  spmt. 
Scaled 

U-inch, 

11-tiich 

U-incb. 

FnuLShelL... 

2 
10 

6 

0 
0 

0 

1 

4 

0 
0 

0 

'  Apparently  rlfle-ahot ;  no  serlotu  IxUiiry. 

five  fact  In  length,  serioos  damage,  pertaaiM  bf  ezplodiM 
BheU. 

pien  and  embrasure  badlf  shaken  aad  prqleottag. 

Scaled 

10 
11 

88hot8 

16-lnch 

Frag.SheU... 

12 
18  ft  14 

16-lnch 

Frag.  Aell.. . . 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Shook  masonry. 
Scaled 

15 

15 

8 
8 

0 
0 

8 
8 

0 
0 

Interior  embrasure  (**  C")  arch  broken ;  mtemaf  cneksl 

Perhaps  exploding  snell. 

Scaled— spent  baa 

Masonry  ahakoo. 

Exploding  shell  on  pier ;  not  much  internal  liUwy. 

No  serious  livjary. 

Masonry  aroond  embrasnr*  « IV' badly  cncksd,  SDd  prolttUif 

Penetrated,  striking  head  of  arch,  and  thrown  opward,  tearlM 
away  a  qoantity  of  masonry,  not  sertowly  damaging  bodya 
masonry,  ezpkKled  In  casemate. 

Same  effbot  as  22.    Destroyed  embrasure  *<  £," 

Not  seriously  damaging  body  of  masonry.                         ^  ^  ^ 

Same  effisct  as  22 ;  destroyed  eakrastm  » W  f  opW  ^ 
parade. 

Scaled— ricochet  and  spent. 

No  serious  damage. 

Serloas  damage :  wall  nol  moch  oraoked 

Scaled 

16 

17 

16-lnch 

18 

8 

6 
8 

4 

4 

2 
8 

4 

0 

8 

0 
0 

0 
6 
0 

8 
6 
3 
8 

8 

2 
8 

4 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
6 
0 

19 

21 

22 

88 

24 
26 

26 

16-inch. 

11-toch 

W-'inciiV./.'/.! 
U-inch 

27 

2 

8 

2 

n 

28 

..:....:.. 

29 

^ 

0 

6           A 

30 

81 
82 

16-lnch 

11-lnch 

6 

8 

2 
8 

0 
6 
0 

4 
2 
2 

0 
0 
0 

Knocked  off  one  foot  of  angle. 
Knoeked  off  six  inches  of  aagto. 
Oblique  fire.    Scaled. 
Scaled 

88 

84 

Frag.  Shell... 

86 
86 

'ii-tociL.*.' .■.'.. 

2 
8 

6 

..... 

4 

6 

Shook  masonry. 

Broke  and  prqjected  in  sole  of  embniare  *•  a" 
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No. 

VmutotBM. 

Fl>Bnuk> 

CkuxB. 

noir. 

Helgbt 

WIdtH. 

ST 

FT. 

ZK. 

10 
4 
8 
0 
1 

10 
2 

FT. 

2 

2 

t 

8 

1 
2 

cr. 

fl. 

8 
2 

4 
4 
8 
1 
2 

nr. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

y«r]robllqoeflre.    IfodniH>. 

» 

Wng,StkM,,, 

89 

W               II                   <c 

40 

1 
S 

M                 <l                       fC 

'   11 

Oblique.    Seated. 

4A 

48 

1 

No  serioos  iajjary, 
BoOad. 

46  . 

Ft«c8ban... 

47 

ll-inoh. 

Scaled— T«7  obUqoe. 

Elplodiiig  BheU.    Cracked  parapet  wall. 

KnnokAd  oqi  irnn  eln^^|lln^e  Bteb.  l  foot  wide,  nix  InohM  thifik 

48 
4B 

a 

4 

6 

0 

6 

0 

60 

1 
s 

6 

e 

8 

6 

0 
0 

8 

7 

6 
0 

three  feet  long ;  indented  it  l)i  inobee,  and  broke  it  in  three 
pieces.    Shook  masonry. 
No  MriooB  injury. 

61 
62  . 

U-lnoh. 

15.i]ioh 

Brick  traverse,  east  pan  coupe. 

Demolished  10-incb  oolumbiad  carriage  and  ohaaais  in  aoathweat 
angle. 

by  graiing  shota.or  fh^menfes  flrom  traverse. 

68 

U.lnch, 

• 

64 

66 

WlLUAX  H.  EOHQLS. 

MflOor  BDginaen. 


6.  Thos.  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Bogineen. 


Table  showina  the  number,  kind,  and  position  of  Ouna  in  acHon,  and  number  and  kind  <f  prqjeo- 
tiles  used  against  the  ironrclad fleet  before  Charleston,  seventh  April,  1863. 


LocusKMr. 

No. 

KixD  or  Gum. 

PnoncDLi. 

Sboib. 

rs 

7-in.  Brooke's  Rifles 

Wrought  iron  bolts 

SolidSot 

86 

Fbrt  Sumter 

"1 

8 

lO-in.  Oolumblads 

120 

810  shots. ' 

Eut  and  north-east  fooes, 

barbette. 

8-iQ.          ♦•       

ti 

100 

42-poander  Rifles 

Shotandbolts 

Shot 

Shells  filled  with  melted  iron 

Shot 

188 

9-in  D^hlgrens ..............  ^ .. . 

64 

10-in.S.C.  Mortars 

40 

8-in.  Shell  Guns,  navy 

00 

iBt  tier  caaematf, 

8-lu          "            "    

ti 

60 

d2-pounders 

M 

100 

2d  tier       ** 

1 
2 

42-pounder  Rifle. ..'. 

(i 

2 

8-ineh  Oolumblads 

fibot  and  6  incewliary  shells 

102  bolts.  88  shells 

844 

Fort  Moultrie, 
849ateta. 

82-poandPr  Rlfl<!>fl. ................ 

280 

Shot....  

248 

lO-inch  8.  C  Mortars 

Shells 

61 

10-lniTh  Oolnmbiadff 

Shot .*. 

ImSoST' 

226 

g-inch           **       

11 

68 

g-in             *•        

It 

04 

BWtcry  Beauregaard, 

82-poander  Rifles *;......... 

41  bolts  (76  lb.).  46  shot 

157  shots. 

10-ln.  Oolomblad 

78hSis.:!;...:. ?:.!?!:. .!:;:... 

98 

Shot 

OunmiiBs'  Point, 
66  shots 

87 

0-ln.  Dahlgren...» 

Shells 

28 

I*                                             , 

Battery  Wagner, 

0 

34-'      «*       ♦*    

u 

1 

Wsholi. 

83-pounders 

Shot 

10 

Total  number  of  Shots  fired.... 

No.  of  Guns 

00 

....2209 

Official: 

G.  Thob.  Cox, 

lieutenant  Engineer!. 


Wm.  H.  Boholb, 

Mi^or  Engineers. 
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REPORT  FROM  BATTERIES  AT  FORT  JOHNSON,   OF  EN- 
OAGEMENT  OF  SEVENTH  APRIL,  1863. 

HsADQUAsmS-AT  EAST  LiNEB,  April  12,  1863. 

Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens,  oommancUng  East  Di- 

vieion,  Jamee  Ishnd,  8.  G. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one 
of  my  companies,  Ck>mpany  I,  Captain  Hambert, 
stationed  at  Fort  Johnson,  had  a  small  share  in 
the  glorious  little  fight  of  the  seventh  instant, 
with  the  turreted  iron-clads  in  Charleston  har- 
bor. • 

About  half-past  two  o'clock  of  that  afternoon, 
eight  (8)  iron-clads  were  seen  approaching  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  Fort  Sumter,  and  when 
within  easv  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  her. 
My  guns  of  heavy  calibre  at  that  post,  being  so 
placed  as  to  bear  only  upon  the  inner  harbor, 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  iron- 
clads ;  but  iu  our  anxiety  to  "  have  a  plaoe  in  the 
picture,"  and  in  order  somewhat  to  test  the 
range  of  a  ten-inch  mortar  in  that  direction,  X 
authorized  Lieutenaat  Bolivar,  in  charge,  to  open 
fire  from  it,  which,  after  being  fired  twice  with 
shell,  filled  and  plugged,  and  the  object  sought 
attained,  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued. 

The  officers  and  men  were  all  eagerly  anxious 
to  play  a  part  in  the  engagement,  and  we  only 
regret  that  our  position  was  such  as  to  prevent 
our  Iiaving  a  more  prominent  place  in  an  engage- 
ment which  does  so  much  credit  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Frederick, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  S.  CL  ArtiUory,  oommandLag. 

Upon  this  was  tlie  following  indorsement : 

Heaoqdibxks  Jamb  Islaxd  axd  St.  Asdbsws,  ) 
MgI^oo'8,  April  14,  1863.        / 

Respectfidly  forwarded.  I  reached  Fort  John- 
son some  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement 
between  the  monitors  and  the  forts  and  batteries 
had  commenced,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and, 
finding  that  the  mortar  at  Fort  Johnson  was  not 
effective,  the  range  being  too  great,  ordered  the 
firing  discontinued  after  two  sheUe  had  been 
thrown.  Battery  Glover  was  not  engaged  at 
any  time. 

RespectfuDy, 

8.  R.  Gist, 

BrigadJer-Oeoend. 

ACnON  OF  APRIL  SBVQITH,  CHARLIBTON  HARBOR. 

BinaST  BftAUSKlABD,  SUXliTAir'8  bLAKD,  \ 

AprU  16,  1868.        / 

Chptain  Wm,  Qreen,  A,  A.  G.  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh 
instant,  it  was  reported  to  mo  that  the  enemy's 
iroriKslads,  which  had  previously  taken  a  position 
inside  liie  bar,  were  steaming  up  mam  ^p 
channel.  I  ordered  the  long  roll  sounded,  and 
all  the  guns  of  this  battery  to  be  manned  forth- 
with, placing  those  men  who  were  not  engaged 
at  the  pieces  in  a  position  so  as  to  be  protected 
from  me  fire  of  the  enemy.    As  soon  as  the 


leading  boat  came  within  raiiffe,  and  after  Moul- 
tve  and  Btunter  had  opened,  I  directed  the  fire 
of  two  rifled  guns  and  an  eight4nd[i  columlNad 
OR  tlMt  boat,  and  continned  to  fire  on  her,  until 
I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  her  intention  to 
pass  the  forts.  I  fired  rapidly  at  first,  because 
I  saw  that  she  would  soon  reach  a  point  on 
which  my  rifled  f^uns  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear.  About  this  time  the  Ironsides  ctme  up 
and  exposed  her  broadside,  when  I  innnediate^ 
d^ected  the  fire  of  the  same  guns  on  her,  and 
paid  more  attention  to  her  than  any  other  boat 
dunpg  the  fight  I  occasionally  fired  a  shot  at 
the  Keokuk,  or  any  one  of  them  that  offered  » 
fair  mark  to.  the  guns  used.  About  half-|M8t 
four,  I  found  that  my  supply  of  rifled  prqjectilefl 
and  eight-inch  solid  shot  was  getting  short  I 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  sent  a  measeiiger 
to  the  fort  to  know  if  I  co«ld  be  8ii{^ed,  but 
received  a  message  from  Brigadier-General  J.  E 
Trapier,  in  the  meantime,  to  cease  firing  alto- 
gether. 

The  gmis  that  were  engaged  were  manned 
alternately  by  detachments  from  Company  K, 
First  South  C^olina  artiflery.  Lieutenant  W.  E 
Erwin  commanding,  and  from  Company  B,  Firet 
infantry.  Captain  JJI.  Warley  conmuuiding.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Ironsides  was  struck  sev- 
eral times  by  shot  from  this  battery,  and  I  flunk 
one  or  two  others  were  also  struck,  with  what 
effect  it  is  impossible  to  say,  except  from  reports 
since  the  engagement,  which  lead  us  to  believe 
that  the  enemy  were  considerably  damaged.  I 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  firi^,  and 
the  cool,  deliberate,  and  determined  a^ect 
which  characterized  both  men  and  officers  dar- 
ing the  engagement  I  indose  a  tabular  state- 
ment of  me  amount  and  kinds  of  ammunition 
eiq)ended.  The  enemy  Gied  several  rounds  at 
us,  none  of  which  took  eflfect  There  were  no 
casualties  from  any  oauae  whatever. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SiTORlAVES, 


RETORT  OF  ESQAQIMESTGF  SEVENTH  OF  AFRII^  U«3. 

HuDqvABms  Dvionmr  Ttam  Jmuaa,} 
Burnacr  Bm,  April  13th,  1801       / 

Ckwiain  Wm,  Qreen,  A  A,  O. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  tt 
about  half-past  two  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  the 
seventh  instant,  the  oflSoer  of  the  dar  reported 
to  me  that  the  monitor  fleet  of  me  enems; 
accompanied  by  the  Ironsides,  was  appoacb- 
ing.  I  immediately  ordered  the  long  roll  beat; 
the  ^uns  were  manned,  and  everything  got  in 
readiness  for  action.  On  reachii^  the  battery, 
nine  (9)  iron-clads,  including  the  Ironsides,  were 
observed  slowly  making  their  way  up  Slip 
ohanneL    At  warn  time,  tour  (4)  of  the  oKMutora 

E roper  were  in  line  of  battie  in  advance,  the 
'onsides  and  others  in  rear.  While  waitiDg 
the  nearer  approach  of  the  enemy,  instmctiooa 
were  given  that  the  left  section  of  the  batteiy 
oonmianded  by  Captain  Warren  Adams,  sbould 
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ooBimeDce  firings  on  mi  order  from  me,  to  be 
followed,  first  bj  Captaan  Wm.  T.  Tatom,  oon- 
manding  centre  'eeotira,  and  finally  by  Captain 
Robert  D.  TreyiHe,  oommanding  aectian  om  ex- 
treme right,  and  that  ^  fire  sAovld  be  concen- 
traled  on  the  toadiag  vessel,  until  otherwise 
dkeotodi  The  advanoe  yessels  still  numbering 
four,  took  their  positions,  ahernalBly  rangii^ 
firoB  eighteen  kondzed  to  two  thonsaad  yarck 
fron  tfam  battery.  At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Fort 
Moohiae  opoma  on  the  enemy,  followed  hy  Fort 
Sumter.  "Ben  minates  later  {tem  minntes  past 
three  f.  m.)  Ikis  battery  opened  fire.  At  this 
time  tiie  fire  became  general  from  all  the  enter 
fiEirts  and  batteries  in  the  harbor,  and  l^e  ad- 
vanced iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  which  fired 
slowly,  directing  their  fire  principally  at  Fort 
Smirtsr.  An  occasional  shot  was  fired  at  this 
battery,  none  oi  Ihem  doing  any  injury.  As  it 
was  believed  tiiat  the  object  of  ike  enemy  was 
to  pass  &6  batteries  and  enter  the  harbor,  the 
firing  at  first  wss  rapid,  but  at  all  times  ddiber- 
ate  and  w^  directed.  When  it  became  evident 
that  s«di  was  not  his  intention,  the  firing  from 
tiie  battery  became  slower,  and  continued  so 
until  ihe  Keokuk  ad^tanced  in  dose  range  to 
Fort  Sumter  and  this  battery,  at  which  time  the 
order  was  ^en  to  fire  more  rapidly  and  to 
conoentrate  it  on  her.  Two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  (388)  solid  shot  were  fired  from  this  bat- 
tery—Ckptain  Adams  firing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  six,  Oaptain  Tatum.  eighfy-four,  Oaptoin 
De  TreviDe,  seventy-three.  Of  this  number 
many  were  distinctly  seen  to  strike  the  vessels 
aimed  at,  and  it  is  believed  doing  serious  dam- 
age in  many  instances. 

At  hatf-past  five  p.  m.,  the  enemy's  fleet  with- 
drew, and  all  firing  eeased.  The  dfioers  and 
men  of  this  command  did  their  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred 
at  ^is  battery,  and  believe  the  command  to  be 
as  efiective  as  it  was  prior  to  the  engagement 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Yov  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SntKiifB, 
Iit«t.-Ool^  commanrting. 

B0OBS  or  LaonKiHT  w.  a  glasmll  of  vian  to 

TQB  KEOKVK. 


a  a  OmaoAf  GtaoteA,  ) 

HiUDOB,  April  ISth,  1868.  / 

BHoadier-Chneral  Ripley : 

QmmRAL :  Havinjg  mtAe  a  visit  to  the  Keokuk 
this  morning,  with  a  view  to  ob8.<?rving  the 
e£fect  of  your  batteries  upon  her  iron  turrets,  I 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  trophies,  which  it, 
affords  me  muohjpleasare  to  forward  to  you, 
vis. :  two  United  States  flags,  two  pennants,  and 
three  ngnal  flags.  Several  other  articles  were 
also  obtained — a  rannner,  sponges,  lanterns,  &c., 
whidi  are  on  board  ike  Ohicora. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obeoieiit  servant^ 

W.  S.  GtASSKLL, 
flni'Lleatoiiaiit,  0.  a  N. 


BHGADIER-CffiMHUL  R.  a  RIPLEY^  REPORT  OF  THE 
OPKRATKWl  OF  TROOPS  UNDBR  HIS  CO^iMAND  FROM 
THE  KIQHTH  TO  THE  TWEMTIITH  DAY  OF  JULY,  1808, 
INCLUSIVE. 

.  •    .  Hkaoquaktbbs  FiKsi  Military  District,     ) 

CtaAXUBTON,  South  Casouxa,  July  22, 1808i  j 

Brwadier-General  Thomas  Jordan^  Ckkf  of 

GsNiniAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  daily  occurrences  of  my 
command,  commencing  on  the  eighth  instant,  on 
which  day  the  enemy  s  iron-clad  fleet  appeared 
off  the  bur,  uid  his  force  of  transports  at  sea 
and  in  the  Stono  River  was  lajq^slv  inoreased, 
indicating  the  renevral  of  the  attack  on  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  city  of  Charleston.  With,  the 
limited  force  at  my  command,  such  measwes  as 
could  be  taken  to  guard  the  salient  points  of 
attack,  the  south  end  of  Morris  Island  and 
James  Island,  were  ordered,  and  directions  given 
for  the  disposition  of  troops  ordered  by  the 
coimnandin|g  General  for  reiuforcements. 

On  the  ninth,  the  enemy  landed  a  strong  force 
on  Battery  Island  and  unmasked  works  on  LittJe 
Folly  bearing  upon  our  positions  at  the  south 
end  of  Moma  The  works  at  that  point  were, 
from  various  causes,  incomplete,  and,  from  want 
of  transportation,  the  arrival  of  reinforcements 
was  taray. 

Endeavors  were  made  to  strengthen  our  posi- 
tion on  Morris  Island,  but,  from  lack  of  force, 
no  neat  in^rovement  was  accomplished. 

(M  liie  moraiug  of  the  tent£,  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  our  position  from 
little  Folly  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  long- 
range  guns,  which  he  had  placed  in  batt^  dur- 
ing the  night  Soon  after  four  monitors  took 
{)osition  to  the  north-east  of  the  position,  enfi- 
ading  it  and  taking  some  of  the  batteries  in 
reverse.  Our  troops  defending  were  composed 
of  the  Twenty-first  South  Oarolina  volunteers, 
under  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham ;  two  companies  of 
the  First  South  Carolina  artillery,  under  Captains 
J.  C.  Mitchell  and  J.  R.  Macbetii,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  South  Oarolina  infantry,  under 
Captain  Charles  T.  Haskell,  in  all  about  seven 
hundred,  with  the  following  artillery  placed  in 
position,  in  detached  batteries  along  the  i^ore, 
to  command  the  beach  and  the  crossing  from 
Littie  Folly,  viz.:  three  eight-inch  navy  shell 
guns,  two  eightrinch  sea-coast  howitzers,  one 
rifled  twenty-four-pounder,  one  thirty-pounder 
Parrott,  one  twelve-pounder  Whitworth,  and 
three  ten-inch  searceast  mortars,  in  all  eleven 
pieces. 

There  were  on  Morris  Island,  besides  two 
companies  of  artillery  under  Captains  €hi<ftes- 
ter  and  Matthews,  the  garrison  of  Battery  War- 
ner, and  one  at  Battery  Gregg,  under  Captam 
Lesesne,  all  the  artillery  under  lieutenant^l- 
dnel  James  A.  Tates,  First  South  Carolina  artil- 
lery. After  about  tiuree  hours'  furious  shelling 
from  the  enemy,  to  which  our  guns  stc«dilv 
replied,  a  large  number  of  barees,  filled  with 
troops,  came  up  little  Folly  River,  and,  under 
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cover  of  their  fire,  sacceeded  in  effecfing  a  land- 
ing at  Oyster  Point,  and  the  main  shore  of  Mor- 
ris Island.  The  enemy  advanced  immediately, 
driving  back  onr  inferior  force  of  infantry|  and 
snccecded  in  expelling  our  troops  from  the 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  capturing  the 
artillery  above  named,  with  its  munil^ons.  This 
was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle,  in 
which  we  lost  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  I 
mention,  with  espeoial '  re^rei,  the  follovnng 
officers :  Oaptain  Ghevee  and  Hask^  and  lieu- 
tenant Bee,  who  had  rendered  important  service 
previous  to,  «id  b^iaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry  in,  the  engagement 

The  first  reinforcements,  Nelson's  Seventh 
battBli<yn  8outh  Carolina  volunteers,  arrived  at 
the  close  of  the  action,  and  could  only  assist  in 
covering^e  retreat,  which  was  made  under  the 
flank  fi^  oi  the  monitors  to  Battery  Wagner, 
where  our  troops  were  formed  to  resist  further 
advances,  and  uie  guns  of  which  opened  on  the 

Sursuing  enemy.  Port  Sumter  and  Batteiy 
rregg  also  opened  fire,  and  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings  ror  the  day. 

In  the  evenine  Battery  Wagner  was  rein- 
forced by  CdoAeiOlmstead's  command  of  Oeor- 
eia  troops,  and  the  garrison  kept  on  the  alert 
for  defending  it  against  an  attack.  This  occur- 
red at  dawn  om  t£e  eleventh,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  work  in  two  columns  and 
made  a  desperate  assault,  which  was  gallantly 
and  decidedly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  the  ene- 
my whi6h  may  safely  be  estimated  at  over  eight 
htmdred  men.  Our  burying  parties  interred 
over  one  hundred  inside  of  our  lines,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  were  ta&an  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was  one  officer  and  five  privates 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  five  privates  wounded. 
The  enemy  on  land  remained  comparatively 
quiet  durine  tke  day,  beine  enga^ea  burving 
his  dead  and  strengthening  his  position.  Three 
monitors  and  three  wooden  gunboats  engaged 
and  bombarded  the  fort 

On  the  twelfth,  Brigadier-^neral  Haffood 
took  command  of  the  positions  on  James  Islaad. 
Brigadi^-General  TaUaferro  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  works  on  Morris  bland.  The 
armament  of  the  fort  was  increased  by  four 
twelve^ounder  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Du 
Ptos  and  Lieutenant  Waties,  and  two  thirty- 
two-pounder  carronades,  on  siege  carriages. 
The  enemy's  shot  took  effect  on  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  lying  «t  a  partially  constructed  bat- 
tery at  Vincent^  CreeK,  disabling  the  scow  and 
scattering  the  workmen.  Battery  Wa^er  was 
sh^led  by  the  enem^'iB  fleet  continuously  during 
the  day.  One  momtor  took  a  position  to  the 
northward,  apparently  to  enfilade  the  rear  of  the 
work.  laeutenan^Colonel  Tates  ordered  Bat- 
tery Gregg  to  open  rapidly,  which  it  did,  driv- 
ing the  monitor  off,  apparently  severely  injured, 
as  she  transferred  her  crew  at  once  to  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

On  the  Airteenth,  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  contin- 


ued preparations  were  made  against  a  renewed 
attacL  The  Twenly-firBt  South  Gwokina  vrimi. 
teers  and  two  oomponies  of  the  First  South 
GaroMna  artiUery  wese  relieved  by  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  and  a  detachment  of  Georgia 
arlfller^  under  Oaptain  Buckner.  The  kmd 
operations  of  the  memy  eonsisted  in  erectiiig 
batteries  an4  i»otectioiis,  in  wlndi  they  were 
interrupted  by  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg.  The  gunboats  and  monitofs 
kept  up  a  continiied  riielMng  tlnxio^out  the 
day,  with  but  slight  intenBBsions  wh^i  they 
had  suffered  firom  the  sea  fronts  of  Wagner  ind 
Gregg.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  sooeeeded 
in  setting  fire  to  the  wredc  of  the  steam-soow 
Manigault,  in  Vineent  Greek. 

On  the  fourteenth,  two  reffimrals,  mider  Bri- 
gadier-Oeneral  A.  H.  Cokiuilt,  arrived,  which 
were  sent  to  James  Island  to  reinforoe  Brigadiff- 
Genend  Hiagood's  command.  Brigadier-wnenl 
Clingman's  command,  cohsisting  of  the  Sishdi, 
Thir^-first,  Fifty-first  and  Sixty-first  North 
Garohna  raiments,  had  arrived  the  previow 
day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ft^-^rst, 
were  stationed  on  James  bland. 

The  enemy's  wooden  gunboats  shelled  Bat* 
tery  Wagner  during  the  day  at  loyt  range. 
During  the  night,  Brigadier-GenenJ  Taliaferro 
threw  out  a  party,  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong, 
under  Major  Ryan,  of  the  Seventh  South  Oaro- 
lina  battalion,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  from  his  rifle^its,  extendiDg  acrosa  me 
island  about  three-quarters  of  a  mite  from  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  back  upon  his  main  sopportL 
inmcting  a  considerakMe  loss,  with  but  amtU 
upon  our  part 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  landed  troops  in 
force  on  Morris  Island,  and  there  were  indiGS- 
tions  of  a  renewal  of  the  assault  on  the  fort 
The  frigate  Ironsides  had  oroesed  the  bar  on 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  During  the  day 
the  enemy  was  strengthening  his  positioD,  our 
troops  being  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and 
replying  to  the  enemy's  monitors,  gunboats  and 
sharpshooters.  The  Charleston  battalioQ,  under 
Ueutenant-Cdionel  P.  C.  GaiUard,  relieved  the 
Seventh  battalion  and  three  companies  of  the 
Twentieth  regiment  South  Carolina  vofamteers; 
LieutenantOolonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  First  Sooth 
Carolina  ii^Suitry,  relieved  Lieutenant-CotooBi 
J.  A.  Yates,  in  command  of  the  artiDeiy  on 
Morris  Island;  Captain  Adams'  oooqMny,  cf 
First  South  Carolina  infantrv,  relieving  O^wn 
Chichester's  company  of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Ha^ood  made  a  reoonnds* 
sanoe  of  the  enemy,  in  his  froAt,  on  James  IsiaaL 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  in  acoordanoe 
with  instructions,  Brigadiw-Ckneral  Hagood  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  frx)m  his  headquarters 
near  Seoessionville,  James  Island,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  on  his  left,  and  making  an  ad- 
vance against  that  portion  of  their  force.  TVo 
columns  made  the  attach  one  led  by  Bri0ldie^ 
General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  and  the  other  by  Briga- 
dier-GeneraL  Hagood  in  person.  The  enemy  was 
protected  by  the  fire  of  his  gunboats  in  Stono 
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and  Little  Folly  Riyera.  brigadier  •  (^eDerel 
Hagood  sncoeeded  in  driviiu^  the  enemy,  about 
two  thousand  in  number,  mm  James  Island, 
and  inflicting  upon  him  a  serious  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  oapturing  fourteen  negroes  be- 
longing to  the  Fifty-fourth  MassachusetU  regi- 
ment Not  the  least  important  of  these  opera- 
tions was  the  engagement  with  the  sloop  ot  war 
Pawnee,  by  two  sections  of  Napoleon  guns, 
under  oonnnand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  DeL 
Kemper,  in  which  the  steamer  was  injured  and 
forced  to  retire.  General  Higood's  loss  was 
tliree  killed,  twelve  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
The  eneniy  withdrew  entirely  from  James 
Island,  to  Sattei^  Island,  when  General  Haffood, 
advanced  his  pickets,  and  the  ground  has  been 
held  to  the  present  date,  twenty-second  July. 

At  Battery  Wagner  and  on  Morris  Island,  our 
troops  continued  their  work  of  repair,  subject 
to  a  continued  shePing  from  gunboats  and  moni- 
tors at  long  range. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy's  vessels  all 
disappeared  from  the  Stono,  and  his  troops 
were  concentrated  on  Little  Folly  iemd  Morris 
Islands.  Firine  from  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land 
batteries  was  kept  u^  during  the  day  on  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  which  mterfered  seriously  with 
Uie  transportation  to  Cummins'  Point  This  has 
had,  ever  since,  to  be  carried  on  at  night 

On  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the  Thirty- 
first  North  CaroHna  regiment  relieved  Colonel 
Oldstead's  command  of  Georg^  troops,  and  Cap- 
tain Craven's  company  of  the  Twentieth  Soum 
Carolina  volunteers. 

The  work  of  repair  and  preparation  was  pro- 
ceeded with  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  eighteenth,  the  enemy's  land  and  sea 
batteries  opened  a/m  d*er^er  upon  the  devoted 
work.  The  practice  was  rapid  in  the  extreme, 
from  the  Ironsides,  from  the  monitors,  and  from 
aU  flie  wooden  gpunboats  which,  without  expos- 
ing themselves,  could  iret  the  range.  According 
to  Brigadier-Creneral  Taliaferro's  estimate,  over 
nine  thousand  shot  and  shell  were  thrown ;  but, 
as  if  by  the  special  interposition  of  Providence, 
onr  loss  was  slif^t  IndicatioBS  of  an  assault 
at  dosk  were  apparent,  and  the  guns  of  Sumter 
snd  Battery  Greggwere  in  preparation  to  open 
fire  over  Battery  Wagner  on  the  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Brigadier-General  Hagood  was  relieved 
from  the  command  of  James  Island,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  support  or  relieve  Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  Thirty-second 
regiment  of  Georgians  proceeded  to  the  rein- 
forcement wid  relief  of  the  garrison.  While  in 
PAssage,  1^  assault  commenced,  which  was 
Dravely  met  and  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  the  heroic  earrison 
and  its  commander,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
wbo  directed  all  the  operations  until  .the  final 
r^nlse. 

In  his  report  the  details  of  the  assault  and  its 
repnlse  are  set  forth,  and  I  cannot  do  more  or 
better  than  to  second  his  commendations  of 
those  brave  officers  and  men  who  stood  the 
^^eiopest  of  shot  and  shell  and  sent  back  the 


column  of  the  enemy  from  their  work,  with  a 
loss  which  may  safely  be  computed  at  about 
three  thousand  in  killed,  woundea  and  prisoners. 
Brioadier-General  Hagood,  with  Colonel  Harri- 
son^ regiment  assisted  in  the  final  repulse  of  a 


party  who  had  made  a  lodgment  in  the  south- 
eastern salient  of  the  battery. 

The  carnage  of  the  enemy  in  the  confined 
space  in  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  was  oxtreme. 
The  ditch  and  elacis  were  encumbered  with  the 
slain  of  all  ranks  and  colors,  for  the  enemy  had 
put  the  poor  negroes,  whom  they  had  forced 
mto  an  unnatural  service,  in  front,  to  be,  as  they 
were,  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  The  white 
Colonel  who  commanded  them  fell  with  many 
officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Fifty-fourth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  colors  under  which  they  were 
sent  to  butchery  by  hypocrisy  and  inhumanity, 
fell  draggled  in  blood  and  sand  in  the  ditch,  a 
moumfm  memorial  of  the  waste  of  industry. 

This  result  was  not  accomplished  without  a 
loss  on  our  part  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
thoug^h  of  those  who  in  tiie  struggle  battled  for 
the  right,  the  proportion  who  fSl  was  far  less 
than  that  of  their  enemy. 

In  this  en^ement,  our  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  misbmg,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Amon^  the  officers,  whose  loss  we  have 
to  lament,  ana  whose  position  and  services  en- 
title them  to  special  mention,  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,of  the  First  South  Carolma 
inlhntry.  Captain  William  H.  Ryan,  Charleston 
battalion,  Captain  W.  T.  Tatum,  First  South  . 
Carolina  infruitry,  who  were  kiUed  ;  and*  Major 
David  Ramsay  of  the  Charleston  battalion,  who 
was  severely  wounded.  O^er  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  fell,  whose  pames  are  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  their  several  commanders,  and 
whose  memories  should  be  cherished  by  a  grate- 
ful country.  While  the  assault  on  Battery  Wag- 
ner was  progressing,  Battery  Gregg,  under  Ca^ 
tain  Lesesne,  and  me  batteries  oiFort  Sumter, 
under  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  ^onnd  over  which  the  enemy 
advanced,  until  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  ad- 
vanced his  pickets  to  the  front,  when  &ey 
ceased,  and  the  narrow  field  of  battle  wis  quiet 
for  the  night 

Brigadier Greneral  Taliaferro,  who  had  been 
in  command  and  on  trench  duty  for  five  days, 
was  retieved  in  the  morning,  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Hagood. 

This  report,  ending  with  the  second  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  ESttery  Wagner,  will  be  con- 
tinued from  that  time.  The  operations  of  the 
enemy  from  that  date,  within  the  limits  of  my 
command,  have  changed  their  character.  In 
closing  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
Brigadier-(Jeneral  Taliaferro,  who  commanded 
the  troops  in  Battery  Wagner  with  great  ability 
and  gallantry,  and  repulsed  the  memorable  as- 
sault of  the  eighteenth,  and  of  the  excellent  con- 
duct of  Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt, 
as  evidenced  in  the  attack  on  the  ejiemy's  posi- 
tion, on  the  sixteenth.    Besides  these,  Colonel 
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Graham,  Twenty-first  South  CaroliDa  volunteers; 
Colonels  Olmstead  and  Harrison,  of  the  Georgia 
volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  GaiHard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  LieutenantrColonel  Yates, 
Captains  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Lesesne,  First  South 
Carolina  artillery ;  Captains  Chichester,  Mathews, 
Buckner,  Dixon,  Du  Pass,  and  LieutenantrColo- 
nel Harris  and  Captains  Hamsay  and  Barnwell, 
engineers,  deserve  especial  consideration  for 
their  gallant  and  valuable  services. 

The  Signal  corps,  under  Lieutenant  Markoe, 
have  been  actively  emploved,  and  that  ofiScer 
has  reported  Sergeant  J.  E.  Edgerton,  privates 
W.  S.  Lance,  E.  W.  Martin,  W.  D.  Du  Bsury,  A. 
Grimball,  and  F.  K.  Huger,  for  zeal  and  gallantry 
in  performing  their  duties  under  the  heavy  and 
continuous  fire  of  the  enemy. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  activity, 
the  officers  serving  upon  the  district  stafif  have 
performed  their  duty  in  such  manner  as  to  en- 
able me  to  rely  with  confidence  upon  their  fur- 
ther exertions  during  the  continuance  of  the 
contest  I  feel  it  proper  to  refer,  with  special 
commendation,  to  Captain  William  P.  Nance, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  whom  I  have  more 
than  once  recommended  for  promotion,  and 
whose  services  become  steadily  more  valuable 
as  they  become  more  arduous.  I  have  also  to 
express  my  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
their  respective  and  laborious  duties  have  been 
discharged  by  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and  C.  H. 
Juber,  Quartermasters,  and  Captain  C.  C.  Pinck- 
ney.  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A. 
G.  an4  Lieutenant  Schnierle,  A.  A.  D.  C,  were 
present  and  actively  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  the  sixteenth.  Lieutenants  Rogers  and  Wag- 
ner, A.  D.  C.  have  been  continuoiwly  employecL 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Major 
J.  Motte  Middleton,  ana  Captain  Thomas  D.  Ea- 
son,  upon  my  personal  stafiL 

The  limits  of  this  report  are  such,  that  it  may 
be  that  many  things  are  omitted  which  should 
be  mentioned  to  the  credit  pf  many  meritorious 
officers,  and  these  I  will  endeavor  to  mention  in 
a  supplement 

Accompanying,  are  the  reports  of  Colonel  R. 
T.  Graham,  of  the  action  of  the  tenth  instant, 
and  of  the  assault  on  the  rooming  of  the  eleventh ; 
of  ^igadier-General  Taliaferro,  of  thejoperations 
of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  from  the  thir- 
teenth to  the  nineteenth  instant,  inclusive; 
of  Brigadier-General  Hagood,  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  James  I^and, 
and  with  the  Pawnee^  in  the  Stouo ;  of  Lieuten- 
ant Markoe,  Signal  Officer,  and  of  all  subordinate 
commanders. 

I  also  enclose  tabular  lists  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing,  and  list  of  prisoners  captured 
during  the  period  of  this  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

Yoiir  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Replby, 
Brigadier-General ,  commanding. 

Upon  which  appears  the  following  indorse- 
ment :  I 


Hbadqvakikbs  Sodih  CAaaiJTiA,  Gbomia  asp  Flowpa,  \ 

CtaASURQIIf  SOOTB  CiBOLDU,  AogUt  1,  tUSi  j 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department  I  see  but  little  to  add  to 
this  clear  and  full  report  of  recent  operations  in 
this  quarter,  submitted  by  the  commanding 
General  of  this  district,  whose  disposition  of 
troops  and  general  conduct  of  the  responsible 
duties  intrusted  to  him,  I  beg  to  commend  to 
the  special  notice  of  his  Exceuenqr  the  Presi- 
dent 

In  connection,  however,  with  ^s  relation  of 
events,  between  the  ninth  and  nineteenth  ultimo, 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  my  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  the  tenth  May  and  twentieth 
July,  and  one  to  General  Cooper,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector-General,  dated  June  fifteenth,  as  con- 
taining information  essential  for  a  proper  knowl 
ed^e  of  the  situation. 

I  heg  leave  also  to  egress  my  high  apprecia* 
tion  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged,  especially  those  mentioned  by 
Brigadier -Generals  Ripley  and  Taliaferro,  and  by 
subordinate  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro 
during  the  operations  of  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
and  the  assault  on  Battery  Wagner  that  night, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commends.  lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Cliief  Engineer,  present  on 
that  occasion,  behaved  in  the  emergency  with 
characteristic  and  conspicuous  coolness,  energy 
and  professional  skill.  He  aided  materially  to 
repulse  the  enemy.  Accompanying  are  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  viz. : 

Report  of  Brigadier-Gkneral  Taliaferro  and 
subordinate  commanders,  marked  "  A ;"  report 
of  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham  and  subordinate  com- 
manders, marked  "  B ;"  report  of  Lieutenant  F. 
Markoe,  commanding  Signal  corps,  marked  "C ;" 
list  of  officers  and  men  captured  by  our  forces 
on  Morris  Island,  marked  *  D ;"  papers  relative 
to  exchange  of  wounded  prisoners,  marked  **  E;" 
and  list  of  negro  prisoners,  marked  "  F.** 
G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Oeneral,  eommaodli^ 

RBHffiT  OP  BBIGADIEUQBNCRAL  WILLIAM  &  TAIIA^ 
FERRO  OF  THE  BOMBARDMKMT  AND  AS8ACLT  <V  100 
WAGNER,  JULY  EIGHTEENTH,  1863. 


Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  O.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  the  Brigadier-Greneral  command- 
ing the  District  of  South  Caj-olina,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  of  my  command,  on  Monii 
Island,  during  ^e  week  conuncnciog  Mond;^, 
the  tliirteenth  instant,  and  particulanjr  the  oc- 
currences of  Saturday,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
which  terminated  in  a  most  decisive  and  over- 
whelming repulse  of  the  enemy : 

On  ^fbnday,  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  made 
such  an  inspection  of  parts  of  the  island  as  the 
limited  means  at  my  disposal  offered,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  rwieved  Colonel  Graham  of 
the  oommand  of  the  troops,  including  the  gam* 
sons  of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg. 
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I  foimd  that  the  aboHtionistB  oooupied  the 
ifllind,  in  forod,  from  the  southam  part  to 
Qregg's  HMl,  upon  which  they  wete  afaready 
ereotuig  batteries,  and  had  ooDfltructed  a  signal 
station;  that  they  had  thrown  forward  their 
flkirmiflherB  to  a  point  indicated  by  a  single 

SiDetto  tree,  one  mile  ant^  a  quarter  to  their 
nt,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Fort  Wagner,  at  which  test  peet,  the  undutetinff 
and  BuceessiTe  ranges  of  sand  hills  shielded 
tfaem  and  their  operatioMB  from  our  view, 
hi  the  coinrse  of  the  morning,  their  riflemen 

Siye  us  Some  annoyance,  and  dvriiuf  the  day, 
e  woodea  veesels  of  their  fleet,  aided  by  one 
ttirreted  iron-clad,  attadLed  our  works,  throwing 
some  three  hundred  heavy  shell  and  shot  I 
determined  t»  make  a  slight  reconnoissance  at 
nkht  (to  feel  Ihe  enemy  and  to  add  to  the  oon- 
iklenoe  of  the  garrison),  and  ordered  a  party 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  from 
varioos  commands,  imder  Major  Ryan,  of  Nel- 
son's South  Carolina  battalion,  to  push  ft»rward, 
driye  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  ana  feel  its  way 
nutil  it  eoconntefed  a  heavy  supporting  force. 
This  dufy  was  gallantly  and  well  performed. 
Major  Ryan  pushed  the  pickets  and  first  res^ve 
back  upon  a  reserve  brigade,  in  suoh  disorder 
fliat  the  latter  fired  upon  their  retreating  com- 
panies, inflicting  a  heavy  loss,  in  addition  to 
the  punidiment  already  inflicted  by  Major 
Ryan.  ^ 

1  established  rifle-pits  some  two  hundred 
yards  ontside  tke  werks  (the  nearest  pmcticable 
point),  and  made  such  dispositions  for  holding 
the  post  against  assaults  (b^  assigning  each 
command  its  particular  position,  ko,)  as  were 
necessary. 

On  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  mm  the  fleet  from 
ten  until  five  each  day ;  the  average  number  of 
projectiles  thrown  at  the  works  being  thrae  hun- 
dr^  daily ;  the  casualties  being  few,  and  ^e 
damage  to  the  fort  inappreciable,  our  work  hav- 
ing been  directed  up  to  this  time,  not  to  repairs, 
bnt  to  improvements  at  Forts  Wagner  and 
C^regg.  During  these  three  days,  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  sand-hills,  erected  batteries 
on  land,  the  nearest  being  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  off,  and  others  extending  from  G^regg*s 
HOI  to  the  left,  and  distant  about  one  mile  and 
thiee^uarters  from  Port  Wagner.  These  bat- 
teries were  gradually  unmask^,  and  were,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first,  entirely  without  range 
of  oar  guns. 

On  Seturdav  mominff,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
at  8.1^  A.  M.,  the  enemy  having  disclosed  his  land 
batteries,  brought  xm  to  their  support  his  entire 
fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironsides,  nag  ship ;  five 
OMmitors,  and  a  large  number  of  wooden  steam 
pn-ships.  With  ttus  immense  cirde  of  fire  by 
and  and  sea,  he  poured,  fbr  eleven  hours,  with- 
out cessation  or  intermission,  a  storm  of  shot  and 
Bhell  upon  Port  Wagner,  wluoh  is,  perhaps,  un- 
equalled in  history. 

My  estimation  is  that:  not  less  than  n*ne  thou- 
aand  sdid  shot  and  shell  of  all  sizes,  from  fifteen- 


inch  downwards,  were  hurled  during  this 
period,  at  the  work ;  the  estimate  of  o&ers  is 
veiy  much  greater.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  on 
this  day  oonsisted  of  the  CSiarleston  battalion, 
lieutenantdoloael  Gaillard  (whose  position  ex- 
tended from  the  eaUy-port,  in  Light«ouse  Inlet 
Greek  on  the  right,  to  the  left  until  it  rested  on 
Colonel  McKeatohin's  repDMot,  FiC|^.fiist  North 
Carolina),  which  extended  to  the  gun-chamber, 
apposite  the  boml>proof  door,  at  which  point, 
and  extending  along  the  face  of  the  work  to  the 
left,  to  the  sally-port  next  to  Fort  Qregg,  the 
Thutjr-first  North  Garoliiuk,  Lieatenant^lonel 
Knight,  occupied  the  W(urk.  These  positions  for 
the  in^trv  were  venfied  by  frequent  inspec- 
tions, and  the  several  oommawis  were  requured 
to  sleep  in  poaation,  and  each  man  was  instructed 
as  to  the  exact  point  which  he  should  oocupv, 
and  whaoh  in  any  moment  of  confusion  he  would 
be  required  to  gain  and  hold.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  saaall  portion  of  the  Thirty-first  North 
Carolina  were  held  as  a  reserve  in  the  parade, 
and  a  part  occupied  the  pan^t  just  to  the  right 
of  the  sally-port  On  the  outside  of  the  fort  two 
companies  of  the  Charleston  battalion  held  the 
sand-hills  along  the  beach,  and  their  face  exteud- 
ingfrom  the  sally-port  to  ^e  sea  beach. 

The  artillerists  occupied  the  several  gun-cham- 
bers, and  two  light  field  pieces  were  placed  in 
batterv,  outside  of  the  fort  on  the  traverse,  near 
the  sally-port.  The  artillery  command  consistod 
of  Captains  Tatum  and  Adams'  First  South  Csu-o- 
lina  infiMitry,  Buckner  and  Dixon's  Sixty-third 
Qeorgia  heavy  artillery,  and  Captain  Du  Pass, 
commanding  light  artillery,  all  under  the  general 
command  of  Ueutenant-Colonel  ^mkins,  Chief 
of  Artillery.  The  infiantnr,  except  the  Charleston 
battalion,  and  the  artOiery,  except  the  gun 
detachments,  were  placed,  shortly  after  the 
shelling  commenced,  under  oover  of  the  bomb- 
proofs.  The  first-named  battalion,  with  a  heroic 
mtrepidity  never  surpassed,  animated  by  the 
splendid  example  e€  their  field  officers,  lieuten- 
ant-Cc^nel  Gaillard  aad  Major  Bamsay,  had  no 
protection,  except  such  as  the  pars^oet  afforded 
them,  yet  maintained  their  position  without 
flinching,  durmg  the  entire  day.  The  ten-inch 
gun  was  fired  at  intervals  of  ten  to  fifteen  min- 
utes, against  the  iron-dads,  and  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  land  face,  whenever  the  working  ptftiee 
or  cannoniers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land  showed 
themselves  within  range.  The  mortar  in  charge 
of  Captain  Tatum  was  fired  every  half  hour. 

The  casualties  during  the  dagr,  from  the  bom- 
bardment, did  not  exceed  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  flag  halyards  were  out, 
and  the  Confederate  flag  blew  over  into  the  fort 
distantly  Major  Bamsay,  of  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion, Lieutenant  Rudiok,  Six^-third  Georgia 
(artillery),  Sergea»t  Shelton,  and  private  Flynn, 
Charleston  battalion,  sprang  forward  and  re- 
pla<^  it  on  the  ramparts,  while,  at  the  same 
time.  Captain  Barnwell,  of  the  engineers,  dashed 
out,  seized  a  battle^ag,  and  erected  it  by  the 
side  of  the  garrison  flag.    This  flag  was  subse* 
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quentij  shot  away,  and  replaced  by  piiyate  G. 
Gilleluid,  Gharieston  battaaon. 

As  nignt  approached,  the  increaaed  severity 
of  the  DombardmeBt  plainly  indicated  that  an 
assaolt  would  be  made,  and  orders  were  issued 
to  the  ooiunaad  to  prepare  to  man  the  ram- 
parts. 

At  a  qnarter  to  eiglil^  the  lines  of  the  enen^ 
were  seen  adwicin^,  and  the  bombardment 
slackened  to  aa  occasional  shell  from  the  ships 
and  land  batteries.  As  the  enemy  advanced 
they  were  met  by  a  shower  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter from  omr  gmis,  and  a  terrible  fire  of  mnsketry 
from  the  Charleston  battalion  and  Fif(;y-first 
North  Carolina.  These  two  coimnands  gaUantiy 
maintained  Iheir  pwiti(m,  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  qniokly  from  their  front  with  immense 
slaughter. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  left  of  the  work,  the 
Thirty-first  North  Carolina  could  not  be  induced 
to  occupy  their  position,  and  in^lorionslv  de- 
serted the  ramparts,  when,  no  resistance  being 
ofifered  at  this  point,  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
poshing  forward,  entered  the  ditch,  and  ascended 
the  woffik,  at  the  extreme  left  eaUent  of  the  land 
fiMse,  and  occupied  it 

I  at  once  directed  Lieutenant-Coloael  Gaillard 
to  keep  up  a  severe  enfilading  fire  to  his  left, 
and  directed  the  field  pieces  on  the  left  of  ihe 
fort,  outside  of  the  sally-port,  to  direct  their  fire 
to  the  right  so  as  to  sweep  the  ditch  and  exte- 
rior slope  of  that  part  of  the  work  thus  occupied, 
and  thus  at  the  same  time  prevented  the  enemy 
from  being  supported  at  that  point,  and  cut  off 
all  hope  of  his  escape. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  after  a  brief 
attempt  to  pass  over  the  field  of  fire,  retreated 
under  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  shells  of 
Fort  Sumter,  and  must  have  suffered  heavily  as 
long  as  they  were  witiiin  the  range  of  our  guns. 

Colonel  Harris,  of  the  engineers,  to  whose 
skiU  I  am  much  indebted,  and  whose  coolness 
and  gallantry  were  most  conapicmous  durine  the 
previous  day,  placed  a  hawitzer  on  the  rifffat  of 
the  fort  outside  the  baachy  and  co-operated  wi^ 
the  guns  on  the  left 

Thinking  it  advisaUe  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
at  once,  before  they  had  time,  to  communicate 
their  temporary  success,  I  called  for  volunteers 
to  dislodge  them.  This  call  was  promptly  met 
by  Major  McDonald,  of  the  Fifty-first  North 
OaroHna  in&ntry,  and  by  Cwtain  Ryan,  Charles- 
ton battalion.  I  Selected  (kptain  Ryan's  com- 
pany, and  directed  them  to  charge  the  enemy  in 
the  salient 

This  work  they  advanced  to  with  great  spirit, 
but  unfbrtunatelv  Captain  Rjran  was  killed  at 
the  moment  of  the  advance,  and  his  men  hesi- 
tated, and  the  opportunify  was  lost 

Wherever  the  enemy  idiowed  themselves  a 
sharp  fire  was  kept  up  m;^n  tkem  by  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina,  and  after  considerable  in- 
jury thus  inflicted,  a  part^  of  the  Thirtv-seoond 
Georgia  regiment  having  been  sent  along  ^e 
parapet  to  the  left  and  on  the  top  of  the  maga- 
sine  to  approach  their  rear,  they  surrendered.     { 


In  frtmt  of  the  fort,  the  scene  of  canage  is 
indescribabk.  The  repulse  was  overwhebDing, 
and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  be^ 
less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners,  perhaps  mudi  more. 

Our  loss  I  estimate  at  fifty  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  wounded,  but  will  forward  an 
exact  return. 

The  assailants  consisted  of  troops  from  Con- 
necticut, Pennsylvania,  New  Hanmhire,  Ohio, 
and  New  York,  and  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachu- 
setts negro  r^^ent  (under  Colonel  Shaw,  who 
was  killed),  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Strong.  The  supports  were  eonmanded 
by  Brigadier-General w 

I  wifi  hereafter  make  a  supplementary  rq>ort, 
and  give  such  details  as  may  be  required. 

As  to  the  damage  done  to  the  work  and  gnu, 
I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
the  Engines  Officer  and  CSiief  of  Artillflry, 
which  will  be  forwarded. 

I  will  remark  this,  whilst  the  injurv  done  to 
the  work  is  consid^able,  it  is  much  less  tiiaa 
could  have  bean  expected,  and  the  damage  to 
the  guns,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  repaired  in  a  short 
time. 

In  conclusion,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  men- 
tion the  dis^raceftd  conduct  of  the  Tnirty-firrt 
North  Carolina  infiemtry,  I  am  proud  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficient^  and  gaDantzy  of  Ha 
other  ^oops. 

Colonel  McKeatGhin*B  regiment,  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  infantry,  redeemed  the  repntik 
tion  of  the  Thirty-first  regiment  They  gal- 
lantly^  sought  their  positions  under  a  heavj 
sheluDK,  and  maintained  it  durine  the  actioo. 
Colonel  McKeatchih,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobaoo, 
and  Msyor  MdDonald,  are  the  field-officers  of  this 
regiment,  and  deserve  [^>ecial  mention. 

The  Charleston  battahon  distinguiBhed  tbesh 
selves,  not  only  by  thdr  gallantry,  but  by  their 
discipline,  and  cool  performance  of  their  duty, 
and  obedience  to  orders  under  the  excitement 
and  confusion  alw^s  incident  to  a  night  attack. 

lieutenantOolonel  Gaillard,  and  the  brave 
Major  Ramsay,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severe- 
ly wounded,  deserve  the  highest  expressioD  of 
commendation  for  their  conduct  during  tiie  boah 
bardment  and  assault 

The  artillery  behaved  throughout  the  day 
with  remarkable  courage.  lieutenant-Colooal 
Simkins  had  a  most  severe  duty  to  perform  dur- 
ing the  day,  in  directing  the  oper^ions  of  the 
artillery,  lliis,  unflinchmgly  and  admirablj,  he 
performed,  and  afker  the  eneo^s  heavy  gin» 
had  ceased,  he  mounted  the  parM>et  and  co- 
oouraged  the  infantry.  There,  on  the  ramparts, 
in  the  front,  this  admirable  soldio-  and  accom- 
plished gentleman  sealed  his  devotion  to  oar 
cause  by  an  early  but  most  heroic  death. 

Captains  Bucluier  and  Dixon,  Sixty-tiiird  Geor- 
fpA,  and  Ceq[>4ain  Adaxns,  First  South  Garolma 
infimtry,  deserve  especial  mentiou ;  but  I  desire, 
to  brin^  most  conspicuously  to  the  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-Geneial  commanding,  the  name  of 
lieutenant  Poore,  whose' codneas,  skill  and  gal- 
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hafry  were  tmsurpassecL    I  regret  to  say  he 
ma  Beverly  wovmded. 

I  would  also  eepeMly  mention  Lieutenant 
Waters,  commanding  the  field  pieces  on  the  left 
of  the  works,  who  was  conspionoixs  for  his  gat 
lantry,  and  was  severely  wonnded ;  and  the 
skill,  coolness,  and  gallaatry  of  Captain  Dn  Pass, 
who  assumed  command  of  his*  pieoes  after  his 
M.  These  pieces  rendered  most  important 
service. 

I  have  donbiless  omitted  the  names  of  many 
officers  ^hose  gallantry  shonld  be  recorded,  and 
shall,  in  a  Bnbseqaent  report,  endeavor  to  do 
justice  to  alL 

I  mnst,  in  conclnsion,  mention  the  good  con- 
dnct  of  Sergeant  Williams,  of  Lieutenant  Poore's 
company,  and  Corporal  Conneway,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Ckorgia  battaMon,  who  greatly  distill 
goished  themselves. 

To  the  officers  of  my  personal  staff  I  am  tmder 
obligations. 

I  hment  to  record  the  death  of  the  gallant 
Captain  Waring,  A.  A.  D.  C,  and  the  womiding 
of  GG^tain  Twiegs,  Inspector-Ckneral,  and  Cap- 
tain Stony,  A.  D.  C,  who  were  strioken  down, 
nobly  discbarginff  their  duty. 

To  Captain  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  G.,  Lieutenants 
Mazy<^  and  •Cunningham,  Ordnance  Officers,  and 
Meade,  A.  D.  C,  and  to  Surgeon  Habersham, 
Major  Holoombe,  and  Captain  Boote,  1  tender 
my  thanks  for  their  aid,  &c.,  during  the  course 
of  the  week.  I  would  especially  mention  Cap- 
tain Barnwell,  of  the  engineers. 

In  the  early  part  of  me  week,  the  commands 
of  Colonel  Olmstead.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Capers, 
Major  Harney,  and  Major  Bosinger,  of  lieuten- 
ant43olonel  Nelson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dant- 
zler,  and  the  artillery  under  the  admirable  man- 
a^ment  of  Liemtenant-Cfolonel  Yates,  with  sudi 
omcers  as  Captains  Mathews  and  Chichester, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  bravery  and  zeaL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obediest  servant, 
WnjJAM  B.  TALiinsRo, 

BrigftdlBr-GeBflimL 

BBGASIER  GENERAL  R.  a  RlPUnr'S  R£FORI  Of  THE 
DEFSXCEOF  CHARUSTON,  FROM  THE  FIRST  TO  THE 
TVSKTIEIH  OF  AUGUST,  1M8,  INCLUSIVE. 

BBADQUAKnotfl  Rmt  Miuzast  Dianuor,       ) 
CtaiBUBioir,  August  21, 1808.  j 

Brigadier^Oenend  Tbonuu  Jordan,  Chief  cf 

GixsaAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  va- 
rious operations  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
agamst  the  present  attack,  from  the  first  of  Au- 
^ist,  on  which  day  Colonel  L.  M.  Kattt,  of  the 
Twentieth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved 
Brigadier^eneral  CHngman,  in  command  of  Bat- 


be  work  of  repair  and  strengthening  Bat- 
•tery  Wagner  had  been  progressed  with  until  the 
battery  had  become  quite  as  strong  as  it  origi- 
nally was.  The  commanding  Ckneral  having  de- 
teisuned  to  keep  up  an  mcreased  annament, 


spare  carriages  and  chassis  and  one  ten-inch 
gnn  were  Inmsported,  on  the  night  o£  the  thir- 
tieth of  July,  to  Battery  Wa^er,  and  arrange- 
Ments  made  for  getting  them  in  position.  l£is 
delioate  and  impOTtant  work  was  accomplished 
under  the  directioii  of  LieutenantColonel  Tates, 
by  Captain  Frank  Harleston,  First  South  Caro- 
lina artillery,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  LacostO)  with  Cap-  * 
tain  Harleston's  company,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery,  assisted  by  neavy  details  from  the  ^- 
rison  of  Battery  Wagner.  The  eaemj  during 
the  day  was  principally  employed  on  his  works 
of  attack,  but  kept  up  an  ocoasional  fire  upon 
the  battery,  doing  no  damaee. 

In  the  evening  he  openea  on  the  light  draft 
steamer  Chestemeld,  at  Cummsns'  Point,  driving 
her  off,  and,  for  the  first  time,  attempting  to  in- 
terrupt our  oommunieation  with  Morris  &land. 

The  Fifty4burth  Georgia  regiment  was  re- 
lieved from  MoniB  Island  by  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion. The  guns  of  Battery  Wagner  were  gen- 
erally silent  during  the  day.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg  opened  upon  the  enemy  whenever 
th^  were  observed  at  work  within  range.  Bat- 
tery Simpkins,  at  ^leQ  Point,  kept  up  a  steady 
fire. 

Our  works  in  process  of  erection  on  James* 
Island,  progressed  steadily,  and  the  troops  in 
that  locaU^  were  held  in  readiness  for  such 
movements  as  might  become  necessary,  under 
ftrigadier-Gtoeral  Taliaferro. 

IhirinK  the  morning  of  the  second,  Battery 
Simkins  kept  up  its  fire  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  did  not  reply  untQ  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  opened  sharply  from 
the  land  works  and  one  gunboat,  keeping  up  a 
fire  daring  most  of  the  artemoon,  which  was  re- 
plied to  By  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg,  Simkins, 
and  Fort  Sumter.  At  night  the  enemy  again 
opened,  with  mortars  and  Parrott  guns,  towards 
Cummins'  Point,  to  cvt  off  the  communication. 
No  material  dainage  occurred,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  this  command  all  was  quiet 

The  fire  fr(Mn  the  enemy's  batteries  was  kept 
up  on  Battery  Wagner  qaite  steadily  during  the 
morning  of  we  tlmd,  having  the  effect  ot  kill- 
ing one  man  and  wounding  two  officers  and 
twelve  privates,  most  of  uiem  sliffhtly.  Bat- 
tery Wagner  replied  but  little  to  me  enemy's 
fire,  the  garrison  being  at  work.  The  carnages 
for  the  two  ten-inch  guns  proved  to  be  so  badly 
fitted  as  to  cause  dday  in  getting  them  ready 
for  service.  Fort  Sumter  and  the  exterior  bat- 
teries kept  up  a  fire  on  the  enemy's  advanced 
works.  At  niffht  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina 
volunteers  and  detachments  of  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  were  relieved  by  the 
Tw«nty-fi(st  South  Carolina  volunteers.  As  the 
communication  by  means  of  steamers  was  quite 
dangerous,  tiie  exchange  was  effected  bv  means 
of  small  boats,  manned  bjf  crews  from  the  navy. 

These  performed  theur  duly  weU,  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  Flag  Officer  J.  R.  Tucker,  C. 
S.  N.^  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command, 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

The  fourth  passed  very  quietly  on  Morris 
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Island,  there  being  veir  littie  firing  on  ei&er 
side.  Only  the  usnal  duties  occurred  in  otim* 
parts  of  the  command. 

On  the  fifth,  the  two  ten-inoh  gnns  and  otiMr 
armament  of  Battery  Wagner  were  in  readiness 
for  action.  The  enemy  showing  b«t  littie  depo- 
sition to  engage  with  his  iron-dads,  th*  ten-mch 
guns  were  Kept  masked  xmiSk  such  time  as  be 
should  come  to  close  action.  On  knd  he  was 
busy  putting  down  mortar  platforms.  His  fire 
was  principally  from  Gohom  mortars  at  our 
sharpshooters  from  the  Twentieth  Sontk  Garo- 
lina  volunteers  and  ^e  Charleston  battalion, 
who,  armed  with  Whitworth  rifles,  caused  him 
serious  annoyance. 

During  the  night  the  Eighth  North  Otfolina 
relieved  the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Twentieth  South  OuroKna  volun- 
teers, Captains  Chichester's  and  Mathews'  com- 
Sanies  of  artillerv,  relieved  Captains  Miles'  and 
[miter's.  The  different  detachments  of  ar^- 
lery  from  light  batteries  and  siege  trains  were 
also  changed.  This  work  was  accomplished,  as 
before,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Motto  A. 
Pringle,  Quartermaster,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  navy. 

The  enemy  having  established  an  annoying 
picket  guard  a^  an  unfinished  battery  at  the 
mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek,  he  was  attacked,  at 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  a  party  from  the  navy 
and  from  the  Twenty-fifth  feouth  Carolina  volun- 
teers, under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  of 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Chicora,  Oaptoiin 
Sellers  commtodhie  the  land  forces.  The  party 
proceeded  in  four  boats,  guided  by  Mr.  J.  FW 
scr  Mathews,  to  the  norttiem  entrance  of  Light- 
house Creek,  where  Captain  Sellers  landed  and 
proceeded  against  tiie  enemy's  picket.  Lieu- 
tenant Warley,  with  two  boats,  went  round  to 
the  mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek  to  cut  of  the  ene- 
my's barges.  A  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  one  boat,  with  one 
Captain  and  ten  non-commissioned  ofiScers  and 
privates  of  the  enemy,  -of  which  the  Captain 
and  four  non-commissioned  officera  and  privates 
were  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  remainder 
of  the  enemy's  party  were  driven  off  in  another 
boat  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  undoubtedly 
caused  them  some  damage.  On  our  side,  one 
private  of  the  Twenty-fifth  SouA  CaroKna  vol- 
unteers was  killed. 

Bri^ier-General  Hagood  relieved  Colonel 
Keitt  m  the  command  ol  oiu*  forces  on  Morris 
Island  on  the  sixth,  Lieutenant4^olonel  J.  Welsh- 
man Brown  relieving  Major  Warley  in  command 
of  the  artillery.  The  Sixty-first  North  Carolina 
regiment  reUeved  the  Charleston  battalion  dur- 
ing the  n  ight  The  operations  of  the  enemy  were 
very  quietly  conducted.  Throughout  the  com- 
mand the  work  of  preparation  went  on.  Port 
Sumter  and  Batterv  Simkins  firing  occasionaHy, 
during  the  day,  whenever  the  enemy's  parties 
were  working  within  range. 

A  thirty-two-pounder,  nfled,  was  transported 
to  and  mounted  on  Battery  Wagner  during  fhe 
night  of  the  sixth,  and  the  wotkb  on  bo^  sides 


progressed  without  intenvpftion  ^ong^ont  ^ 
seventh,  except  from  sharpshooters,  of  whom 
ours  from  Battery  Wagnor  annoyed  the  enemy 
to  a  cooflidemble  extent  At  night,  being  at- 
tracted bv  the  communioation  of  a  steams  with 
Gunmmis^  Point,  the  enemy  sent  up  a  rocket 
from  ^e  fleet  opponfte  Battery  Wagner,  when 
his  land  batteries  opened  heavily  on  the  supposed 
loooHtyof  the  steamer,  and  kept  up  the  fire  untfl 
near  daylight  It  was  replied  to  by  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  Bakeiy  ^mkias.  No  damage  was  done 
to  the  steamer. 

On  the  eigfatii  a  woridng  pvty  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  to  the  east  of^Black  island,  either 
building  a  bridge  or  battery.  It  was  opened 
upon  from  Batt^  Hask^  and  the  work  ceased 
ror  ihe  tima.  During  the  day  the  firing  at  in- 
tervals from  Sumler,  Gregg,  and  Simkins  was 
kept  up;  but  the  enemy rema]uied  oompvativelj 
quiet  until  evening,  when  he  opened  with  mor- 
tars and  Parrott  guns,  principally  on  Batteiy 
Wagner,  keeping  up  the  cannonade  until  near 
five  o'clock  on  we  morning  of  the  ninth. 

On  the  ninth  operations  were  continued,  tiie 
•nemy  being  ^^^atly  annoyed  by  our  eharp- 
shooters,  andoccasionally  opening  fire  with  great 
spirit  and  rapidity,  to  endeavor  to  disknlge  them. 
At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  aftei7K)on  the  eD^ 
my's  knd  baittniee  opened,  shelling  briskly  from 
their  mortws  towards  Battery  Wagner  and  the 
landii^g  at  Oonmiins*  Point 

During  the  night  M)f  the  ninth  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  regiment  was  relieved  by  Gbtoael 
Ohnstead's  conunsaid  of  Georgia  troops,  and  the 
detachment  of  couriese  from  the  Fifth  S(m& 
Carolina  cavahy  by  others  of  the  same  regimeirt 

On  the  tenth  the  enemy  were  very  \mOy  tt 
work,- and  although  Fort  Sumter  and  Batteiy 
Simkins  kept  up  a  steady  fire,  they  caused  him 
but  littte  interruption,  and  he  succeeded  in  ap- 
proaching about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance 
of  his  former  pontion  of  attack. 

During  the  day  he  kept  quiet,  except  firiog 
from  his  sharpsliooters,  whidi  was  replied  to 
with  spirit  and  efifeot  by  ours,  until,  at  aboat 
five  o'doi^  m  the  afternoon,  his  land  batteries, 
of  both  mortar  and  Parrott  guns,  opened  briakly. 
No  great  damage  was  efifected  b^rond  kaoddng 
ofif  ttie  wheel  of  a  carronade,  whidi  was  sooo 
replaced. 

Colonel  Harrison,  of  flie  Fifty-fourth  Georgii 
regiment,  relieved  BrigadierOeneral  Hagood  in 
command  of  our  troops  on  Morris  Uand,  imttSK 
fire  of  the  enemy  interfered  seriously  with  the 
relief  of  the  troops  on  Morria  Island,  he  having 
erected  a  large  Drmnmond  light  in  a  positioD  to 
brightly  illuminati^  the  landing.  The  steamtn 
engaged  in  the  transfer  were  witbdimwn,and  the 
rehet  discontinued  for  the  night 

Colonel  Ohnstead  relieved  Oolonel  Giahaai  in 
the  command  of  Fort  Johnson,  wfakh  was  mide 
a  depot  for  the  troops  relieving  die  garrison  of 
Morris  Island.  LieateuMitCokMnl  i,  A.  Yatof 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artSeiyat 
Batteries  Simkins  and  Chevee^and  at  Fort  Johs- 
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At  about  eeren  o'clock  on  tbe  monmg  of  the 
elcYenfii,  tiie  enemy's  land  batteries  and  moni- 
tors opened  heavily  ob  Battery  Wagner,  bnt  the 
monitmra  soon  withdrew,  'me  fire  from  the 
land  battmes  was,  however,  kept  np  with  m<Mre 
or  lees  spirit  dnring  the  day,  and  replied  to  by 
Fort  Snmter,  Batteries  Sknkins  and  (iregg.  The 
danuige  to  our  works  was  slight 

Daring  the  night  of  the  eleventh  the  relief  of 
the  garnson  by  fresh  troops  was  accomplished, 
with  tiie  assistance  of  ib»  boats  of  the  navy. 
So  soon  as  it  had  been  finished,  Colonel  Harrison 
opened  fire  npon  ^tSB  enemy's  working  jMoiies 
nearest  Btittery  Wagner,  tnterfering  with  and 
pnttfaig  a  stop  for  the  tune  to  their  progress. 

Fort  Somter  and  Battery  Simkins  also  keptnp 
a  steady  ftre  on  the  approaches,  "nie  enemy  re- 
plied from  his  land  batteries,  Parrotts,  and 
mortars,  doin^  some  damage  to  the  bomb- 
proofs,  bnt  without  infiieting  asy  casualty  on 
onr  side. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  the  enemy 
opened  with  two-hnndred-poond  Parrott  shot 
and  fi^ell  upon  Fort  Snmter  from  his  batteries 
near  the  foot  of  Craig's  Hill,  on  Morris  Island, 
a  distance  of  abent  five  thousand  yards.  Wher- 
ever tiie  shot  struck  light  masonry  it  did  serious 
damage.  The  heavy  masonry  of  concrete  and 
the  revetments  of  sand  were  not  materially 
damaged.  The  fort  was  stmdc  seventeen  times. 
"Hie  transport  steaaier  Hibben,  lying  at  the  wharf 
of  F<»^  ranter,  was  shot  through  her  boiler, 
sealding  and  Injuring  nme  negro  hands  on 
board. 

The  enemy  was  observed  from  Battery  Wag- 
ner building  a  work  at  their  extreme  left.  Colonel 
lUiett^  commanding  Port  Sumter ;  Captain  Mitch- 
ell, oennncmding  Battery  Simkins,  and  Captain 
L^seene,  commanding  Battery  ^egg»  directed 
their  fire  npon  his  parties,  whwh  were  dispersed 
and  &e  work  stopped. 

At  dark  Battel^  Wagner  opened  on  the  ene- 
my's works  immediately  in  its  front  with  eight 
guns,  and  kept  a  steady  fire,  at  intervals,  through- 
out ^e  night  Sumter  and  SimMns  also  kept 
up  a  steady  fire,  and  no  progress  in  advwnce  was 
n^e  by  the  enemy.  -His  rearmost  batteries, 
however,  were  in  progress,  and  a  continued 
reply  was  kept  to  the  ore  of  Battery  Wagner, 
with  shots  at  Battery  Gregg  to  interrupt  oom- 
munication. 

The  effect  was  to  kill  one  and  wound  four  of 
fte  gamson  at  Battel^  Wa^er,  and  I  regret  to 
add  that  of  the  tetter  Captain  J.  C.  Gray,  of  Lu- 
cas's battalion  of  artilkry,  a  galknt  and  accom- 
plished yotiRg  officer  of  high,  promise,  was  mor- 
tally iTHurod.    He  has  since  died. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  several  times  un- 
.  dertook  to  repair  the  ^mage  to  their  advance, 
but  w«re  repidsed  by  a  £e  skilfriUy  directed 
against  tiiem  frt>m  Battsry  Waener.  Finding 
mat  it  was  difficult  to  proceed  with  his  ap- 
•proadies,  he  fell  ba6k  to  his  rear  batteries,  and 
with  his  naval  force  opened  fire  on  Battery 
Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  ^mkins  replied,  and  the  sharpshooters 


at  Battery  Wagner  kept  those  of  the  enemy  quiet 
during  the  day. 

One  man  was  mcnrtally  wounded  at  Battery 
Gregg.  During  the  afternoon,  the  heavy  Parrott 
guns  of  the  enemy  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  of 
which  sevend  struck  uie  gorge  wall  and  the  re- 
inforce* to  the  western  magazine,  injuring  the 
brick  work  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not 
stiffieientlv  to  cause  any  serious  apprehension 
of  a  speedy  penetration  of  the  defaces  on  that 
side.  One  falling  in  the  interior  of  the  work 
injured  temporarily  a  mortar  platform. 

The  Twelf&  Geor^  battuion  was  relieved 
from  Morris  Island  during  the  night,  bringing 
the  garrison  to  about  the  strength  of  eleven 
hunifred,  as  ordered  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral. 

During  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  remained 
remigrkablv  quiet,  firing  only  occasionally,  replied 
to  by  our  batteries.  At  night  Fort  Sumter  was 
struck  five  times  by  land  batteries,  and  once 
from  a  gunboat,  wi&  shght  damage.  Batterv 
Wagner,  opened  fire,  first  at  intervals,  to  which 
tiie  enemv  replied  with  all  the  guns  he  cotdd 
bring  to  bear.  Our  guns  were  allowed  to  re- 
main quiet  for  a  time,  to  permit  him  to  bring 
up  his  working  parties,  when  they  were  re- 
opened with  vigor,  putting  a  stop  to  his  opera- 
tions, and,  from  the  report  of  our  advanced 
Siokets,  it  is  believed  that  serious  loss  was  in- 
icted  vpon  him.  -His  operations  against  other 
points  consisted  only  in  occasional  snots,  which 
were  replied  to  from  our  batteries. 

On  the  fifteeth  the  enemy€red  occasionally 
at  Battery  Wagner,  and  was  at  work  principaUy 
on  his  long  range  batteries  at  the  southern  part 
of  Morris  Island.  A  few  shots  were  directed 
at  Fort  Sumter  during  the  evening.  Colonel  L. 
M.  Keitt,  of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, relieved  Colonel  Harrison  in  command  of 
the  troops  on  Morris  Island.  The  Twentieth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  relieved  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina  at  Battery  Wagner.  A  brisk 
artillery  action  was  kept  up  between  our  bat- 
tiee  on  Morris  Island  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  one  of  the  monitors  threw  several  shells  at 
liie  transport  steamer  Sumter.  Battery  Sim- 
kins and  Fort  Sumter  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  approaches. 

During  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  enemy 
kept  up  a  vigorous  fire,  both  vertical  and  direct, 
onBattery Wagner  and  Battery  Gh*egg, until  about 
half-past  four  o'clock  on  the  sixteenth,  when  it 
ceased.  It  was  replied  to  by  Sumter,  Gregg, 
and  Simkins  at  intervals.  From  Battery  Wag- 
ner the  fire  was  continuous  and  slow  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  ^e  mornings  when  a  general  dis- 
charge took  place  along  me  whole  front,  caus- 
ing interraption  to  the  advancing  works  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  universally 
cmiet  during  ttie  sixteenth,  so  far  as  Wagner  and 
Gregg  were  concerned;  bnt  during  the  after- 
noon ne  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  apparently  to 
get  the  range,  firing  fcMiy-eight  shots,  of  which 
four  passed  over,  four  or  five  fell  short,  ten 
struck  inside,  and  the  remainder  outside  the 
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foru  Whenever  iiie  shot  stmok  the  lighter 
brickwork  it  did  considerable  damage,  and  dis- 
abled a  twenty-four  pounder  in  the  gorge,  by 
loosening  the  pintle  through  the  masonry.  Dar- 
ing the  night  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina 
vmunteers  relieved  Colonel  Olmstead's  com- 
mand on  Morris  Island.  The  artillery  comr 
mands  and  couriers  were  also  relieved  by  de- 
tachments from  their  respective  regiments  and 
battalions,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  Battery 
Wa^er  opened  on  the  enemv,  keeping;  up  a 
continuous  fire  during  the  night  Fort  Sumter 
and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  xxp  their  prac- 
tice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  the  enemy 
opened  with  throe  two-hundred-pound  Furott 
guns  and  one  one-hundred-pounder  on  Fort 
Sumter,  at  distances  varying  from  two  and  a 
quarter  to  three  miles.  This  fire  was  kept  up, 
with  but  little  intermission,  throughout  the 
jnoming.  At  twenty-five  minutes  past  nine  the 
Ironsides  and  six  monitors  came  into  action 
against. Fort  Sumter,  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg,  directing  their  shots  principally  at  Sum- 
ter. At  a  Quarter  before  eleven  they  came  with- 
in about  three  thousand  vards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
when  Colonel  Rhett  opened  his  batteries.  Colonel 
Butler,  from  Fort  Moultrie,  had  opened  a  few 
guns,  but  a  large  force  of  nesroes  being  at  work 
on  his  front,  he  was  directed  to  discontinue  his 
fire.  The  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  were 
struck  repeatedly,  and  at  ten  minutes  before 
one  o'clock  the  rapid  firing  ceased,  the  fleet 
withdrawing  from  the  contest  One  of  the 
monitors,  during  the  action,  left  the  squadron 
and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  channel  to  the 
wooden  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  after  all 
their  flags  were  observed  to  be  flying  at  half- 
mast  Sx  hundred  and  twelve  shots  and  shell 
had  been  fired  at  Fort  Siunter,  of  which  most 
struck.  The  casualties  in  the  fort  were  one 
man  killed ;  Lieutenant  John  Middleton,  lieu- 
tenant Julius  Rhett,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  engi- 
neer, and  ten  privates  slightly  wounded.  The 
fort  was  seriously  injured  on  the  north-west  face ; 
one  nine-inob  Damgren  eun,  three  forty-two- 
pounders  and  one  eight-incn  colimibiad  dibbled. 
During  the  afternoon  the  land  batteries  re-open- 
ed their  fire  heavily  upon  the  fort,  cutting 
deeply  into  the  gorge  wall  and  adding  much  to 
the  damage  of  the  north-western  face,  and  dis- 
abling a  ten-inch  columbiad.  By  night  the 
enemy  had  thrown  nine  hundred  and  fortyeight 
shot,  of  which  four  hundred  and  forty-nve 
struck  outside ;  two  hundred  and  seven^  passed 
over.  Battery  Wagner,  which  received  its  full 
share  of  the  enemy's  nre,  was  but  little  dam- 
aged ;  but  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  death 
of  Captain  Wampler,  of  the  engineers,  a  gaUant 
and  accompUshed  offioer,  who  was  killea  by  a 
shell  from  the  enemy's  fleet  while  faithfully 
performing  his  arduous  duties.  Battery  Cheves 
was  openmi  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth, 
at  nine  o'clock,  with  four  eight-inch  colmnbiads 
'  and  four  eight-inch  navv  guns  on  ship  carriages. 
The  fire  was  kept  up  throughout  the  day  with 


the  colnmbiads  at  the  enengr's  works  on  Morris 
Island,  and  working  parties  in  the  marsh,  hav- 
ing the  efieot  of  annoying  the  former  and 
diipersin^  the  latter.  The  four  eight4ncfa 
navy  carnages  were  found  to  be  inadequate  to 
stand  the  elevation  and  range,  and  diamoonted 
their  guns  after  about  an  nour.  They  were 
directed  to  be  re-mounted  on  oohunbiad  car- 
riages and  repaired  for  service  as  speedily  as 
possible.  Battery  Haskell  also  opened  on  the 
enemy's  working  parties  between  Morris  and 
Black  Islands. 

Dining  the  night  'of  the  seventeenth,  the 
enemy  remained  oomnaratively  <^iaet  The 
troops  on  Morris  Islana  were  resupplied,  and  a 
large  quantify  of  ammunition  and  stores  were 
rraaoved  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Sullivan's  lalaod. 

Earlv  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  the 
Lronsiaes,  two  monitors,  and  the  enemy's  laod 
batteries  opened  upon  Fort  Sumter  and  Bat- 
tery Wagner.  The  battery  and  forts  replied 
slowly.  Batteries  flimkipii  and  Cheves  aleo 
opened  upon  the  ene^y,  annoying  them  to  a 
considerable  extent;  but  on  aooount  of  the 
miserable  quality  of  our  fuses,  only  by  the 
striking  of  tne  shells,  but  few  hmt 

Before  two  o'clock,  the  Ironsides  and  moniton 
retired,  the  land  batteries  alone  keeping  up  flie 
cannonade,  with  the  efieot  of  caoaing  the  wall 
on  ^e  north-west  fince  of  Sumter  to  project  and 
cutting  well  away  into  the  gorge.  During  the 
afternoon  the  Ironsides  and  five  momton  took 
up  position  in  line,  and  with  the  land  batteriei 
kept  up  heav^  fire,  taking  the  north-west  &oe 
in  reverse,  disabling  the  remaining  guns,  and 
two  ten-inch  columbiads  on  the  norui-east  faoe ; 
two  euns  on  the  west  face  remaining  were  also 
disabled,  besides  the  seven-isch  Brooke  gim  in 
the  south-west  angle. 

The  enemy  ceased  his  fire  about  seven  o'clock 
p.  M.,  having  thrown  eight  hundred  and  seventj- 
six  shot  and  shell,  of  which  four  hundred  aad 
fifty-two  struck  outside,  .two  hundred  and  ktty* 
four  inside,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  west 
over.  One  man  was  seriously,  and  two  slightt^ 
wounded. 

At  Battery  Wagn^  a  rifled  gun  and  ten^aoh 
columbiad  were  disabled,  but  the  damage  to 
the  works  otherwise  was  not  serious.  Om 
monitor  of  the  enemy  was  observed  undergoiiig 
repairs  during  the  nig^t 

The  enemy  %  land  batteries  commenoed  firixf 
at  half-past  four  o'dook  in  the  morning,  priiioh 
pally  on  Fort  Sumter,  but  firhig  from  mortan 
and  small  guns  on  Battery  WM^er. 

By  ten  o'clock  the  cannonacw  on  Sumter  had 
become  more  serious  than  hitherto,  damaging 
the  walls  seriously,  killing  <me  and  wouao^ 
four.  All  the  gorge  gruns  had  been  nndered 
useless,  and  ^  firat  shot  passed  thro«gh  the 
gorge  walls,  just  uader  the  orown  of  an  ar^ 
west  of  the  main  gateway.  The  fire  contjaaed 
steadily  during  the  afteitioon,  with  its  vsm 
efieot  The  western  quarters  of  Fort  8u^t0r 
having  been  demolished,  the  walls  were  toco 
down  by  the  garrison.     One  ten^noh  morttf 
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mounted  in  tiie  parade  of  Fort  Sumter  was  dis- 
moxmted  in  the  afternoon. 

The  width  of  twetity  feet  of  the  gorge  wall 
fell  during  the  night,  leaving  the  protecnon  on 
that  Bide  through  the  upper  arches  only  the 
sand  and  cotton  with  which  the  casemates  were 
fined.  The  damage  to  other  parts  of  the  fort 
was  in  proxK>rtion.  One  man  nad  been  killed 
and  four  wounded  at  Fort  Sumter.  The  fort 
received  seven  hundred  and  eighty  shots,  four 
hundred  and  eight  outside,  two  hundred  and 
forty-K>ue  inside,  and  .one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
over. 

The  enemy's  fleet  hiade  a  demonstration  of 
sttecki&g  during  the  afternoon,  but  having  re- 
ceived a  few  shots,  retired. 

At  Battery  Wagner,  his  approaches  were  kept 
up,  but  being  checked  by  the  riflemen  and  artd- 
lery,  his  progress  was  slow.  During  the  night, 
the  Charleston  battalion  relieved  the  First 
Georgia  battalion,  and  a  company  of  the  Second 
South  Carolina  artiflery  relieved  Captain  Miles' 
COTipany  (acting  artilfcryj  at  Battery  Wagner. 
The  garrison  was  otherwise  supplied  and  pro- 
visioned. An  additional  supply  of  ammunition 
was  transports  from  Sumter  to  SuUivan's 
Island. 

Batteries  Cheves  and  Simkins  had.  kept  up 
their  fire  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  nine- 
teenth, receiving  an  occasional  shot  from  the 
enemy. 

On  Hie  twentieth  the  enen^  re-opened  his  fire 
heavily,  principally  against  Fort  Sumter,  doing, 
as  might  be  expected,  more  damage  than  before. 
It  was  steadily  kept  up  throughout  the  day, 
and  at  night  Colonel  Rnett  reported  it  as  the 
heaviest  which  had  taken  place.  Eieht  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  diots  were  fired,  of  which  four 
hundred  and  eight  struck  outside,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  inside,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  passed  over.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
gorge  wall  had  fallen  in,  but  the  sand  and 
cotton  in  the  rooms  had  been  revetted  by  the 
debris,  and  protection  to  a  certain  extent  was 
still  affbrdea.  The  north-west  face  was  clearly 
breached  by  the  severe  fire,  and  a  casemate 
knocked  through.  One  rifled  forty-two  pounder 
on  the  east,  and  one  on  the  north-east  face,  were 
disabled.  Captains  Oaillard  and  Ileming,  and 
oneprivate,  were  slightly  wounded. 

The  enemybeing  observed  advancing  by  sap 
on  Battery  Wagner,  Colonel  Keitt  opened  his 
batteries  upon  them,  and  with  his  sharpshooters 
succeeded  in  checking  their  progress.  The 
Ironsides  and  monitors  moved  up  to  close 
proximity  of  the  fort,  and  opened  a  heavy  en- 
filading and  direct  fire,  which  caused  him  to 
cloec  his  embrasures.  The  damage  to  Battery 
Wagner  was  no  greater  than  usual  upon  that 
battery. 

Batteries  Simkins,  Che^s  and  Haskell,  were 
in  operation  upon  the  enemy's  flank  during  the 
twentieth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  reports  the 
practice  as  having  been  much  improved,  and 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  two  ammuni- 
tion chests  had  been  blown  up  in  the  enemy's 
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trenches,  and  one  gun  dismounted.  Also,  that 
in  the  afternoon  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  be- 
come somewhat  wild  firom  the  efifect  of  rapid 
firing  on  his  pieces  at  long  ranee. 

The  report  ^iven  above  contains  the  principal 
active  operations  of  the  defence  and  atta(^,  up 
to  the  evening  of  the  twentieth.  During  the 
time  included  m  it,  our  works  of  preparation  on 
the  interior  lines  have  steadily  progressed.  The 
batteries  and  shelters  on  Sullivan's  Island  have 
advanced  to  completion,  and  the  heavy  guns 
and  mortars,  which  have  been  received  and 
secured  from  Fort  Sumter,  have  been  placed  in 
position,  manned,  and  provided  with  ammunition 
as  far  as  possible.  A  strong  front  has  been 
made  to  command  the  channel,  should  the 
enemy  succeed  in  dverpowering  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg  and  Fort 
Sumter.  Preparations  have  been  made  for 
placing  heavy  natteries  along  the  shores  of  Ash- 
fey  River,  from  Fort  Johnson,  west,  to  command 
the  inner  harbor  and  channels.  All  batteries 
which  would  bear  upon  the  enem^  have  been 
served  with  as  much  vigor  as  curcumstances 
would  permit,  and  his  attack  confined  to  as  nar- 
row limits  as  possible. 

During  this  twenty  days'  profl;res8  of  the  siege, 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  and  meir  commanders 
has  been  admirable. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  and  Colonels  Keitt 
and  Hlurrison,  who  have  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced posts  on  Morris  Island,  during  the  period 
of  this  report,  have  shown  the  qualities  of  con- 
stancy, bravery,  and  skill,  in  the  performance  of 
their  trying  and  arduous  duties.  The  various 
ofEicers  attached  to  the  stafi"  of  these  conunanders 
have  performed  their  duties  weU,  and  I  beg 
heartily  to  concur  in  the  reports  of  their  chiefs, 
heretofore  transmitted  to  Department  headquar- 
ters. 

Amongst  those  who  deserve  especial  mention 
for  their  conduct  in  the  defence  of  the  posts  on 
Morris  Island,  are  Lieutenant-Colonels  Gaillard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  Dantzler,  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers;  and  Dargan,  Twenty-first 
South  Carolina  volunteers ;  Lieutenant<3olouel  J. 
Welshman  Brown  and  Major  Warley,  Second 
South  Carolina  volunteer  artillery,  and  Captain 
Chichester,  artillery.  The  latter  has  served  sev- 
eral times  with  distinction.  * 

Captain  Hill,  Ordnance  Officer  attached  to 
these  headquarters,  having  been  sent  to  Battery 
Wagner,  remained  during  a  very  prolonged  tour 
of  duty,  which  was  performed  in  such  manner  as 
to  elicit  the  warmest  approval  of  the  .dififerent 
commanders. 

Major  Hennr  Bryan  and  Captain  Maloney,  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  department,  are  deserv- 
edly commended  by  Colonel  Keitt  and  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood. 

Majors  Holcombe  and  Sage,  Commissaries, 
and  Captains  Guerard  and  Woodward,  (kiarter- 
masters,  have  performed  their  duties  with  their 
ineflcient  means,  in  sucli  manner  as  to  insure, 
the  supply  of  the  positions  of  which  they  had 
charge. 
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The  garriBon  of  Fort  Somter,  under  Oolmiel 
Alfred  Rhett  and  Major  Ormsby  Blanding,  have 
Btood  to  the  defence  of  their  castle  with  mitLring 
fortitude  and  bravery.  From  the  nature  of  the, 
stmctore,  and  the  enemy's  projectiles^  the  ex- 
posure during  the  periods  when  subjected  to 
nre,  has  been  great,  and  extreme^  annoying, 
and  yet  every  duty  of  repair  and  details  h^ 
been  carried  on  without  intermption  or  undue 
delay.  I  refer  generally  to  Colonel  Rhett^  re- 
ports for  the  mention  of  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers who  have  distinguished  themselves  by 
good  conduct  But,  in  this  connection,  I  would 
mention  the  services  of  Lieutenant  John  John- 
son, of  the  engineer  corps,  at  Fort  Sumt«r,  be- 
fore and  during  the  siege,  as  evincing  high 
talent  and  character  in  his  {profession,  as  well  as 
bravery  and  constancy. 

Captains  Farleson  and  Fleming  deserve  an 
especial  mention  for  their  conlfnu^  and  zealous 
services 

The  staff  officers  attached  to  dislriot  head- 
quarters have  been  constantly  employed.  Cap- 
tain W.  F.  Nance,  principal  A.  A.  G.,  who  has 
earned  honorable  .mention  on  every  occasion, 
under  my  command,  and  several  times  been 
recommended  for  promotion,  has  performed 
every  dut^  to  my  sjiisfaction. 

Major  J.  M.  Middleton  and  Captain  Epfaraim 
Seabrook,  volunteer  A.  D.  C;  C84>tain  0.  C. 
Pinclmey,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Major 
Suber,  District  Quartermaster,  have  been  actively 
and  usefully  employed. 

Major  Motte  A.  Pringle,  Post  Quartermaster, 
and  especially  in  chaive  of  transportation,  has 
been  indefatigable  night  and  day,  with  the  sm^ll 
means  at  his  disposu,  and  which  he  could  ob- 
tain, in  forwarding  stores  and  supplies,  tnd  re- 
lieving troops  during  the  whole  period. 

In  this  duly  he  baa  been  assisted  greatly  by 
the  boats  and  crews  of  the  Confederate  navy, 
under  charge  of  Lieutenants  Ward,  Haskell,  and 
Fayne. 

I  shall  continue  this  report  from  this  date.  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  casualties 
during  the  period  treated  of.  I  also  send  the 
reports  of  Lieutenant  John  Jx>hn0on,  Engineer,  in 
diarge  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
captured. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  RiPLRT, 
Mgtditr-Ctaieflal,  oomBmodJag. 

REPOBT  OF  BBSQASXESrOWKRAL  R.  fk  RIFIfT  OF  OPER- 
ATIONS FROM  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  TO  THE  TBIRTy- 
FIRST  OF  JULY,  INCLUSIVE. 

Hbjumwxabisu  Fast  VnoMm  Dnzaior.       > 
CbABUBxov,  Aogogt  Ist,  1868.  / 

Brigadier-Oenercd   Thoma$  Jordan,   OhUf  of 


General  :  Since  my  report  of  the  twenty- 
second,  detailing  the  operations  of  this  com- 
mand up  to  the  twentieth,  inclusive,  the  plan  of 
the  enemy,  as  I  then  stated,  seems  to  have  been 
changed.    There  has  been  no  attempt  at  a  fur* 


ther  assault  up<m  our  worin  on  Mcncris  Island. 
From  the  twenty-first  to  the  twenty^ourth  there 
has  been  occanonal  firing,  botli  from  the  ene* 
my*s  fleet  and  land  battmes;  but  his  time  bM 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  the  erection  and  com- 
pleti(Hi  of  three  new  .battenes  on  tiwt  portion 
of  the  island  in  his  possession,  thus  advanciog 
his  lines  as  &r  as  oould  be  done  witii  safety. 

On  the  twenty-first  the  enemy  sent  in,  by  a 
fli^  of  truce,  a  communication  from  CrenenI 
GiJmore,  with  a  request  that  the  oflSoer  com- 
manding Battery  Wagner  would  give  to  Genetii 
Vogdes,  who  accompanied  it,  a  personal  inter- 
view. While  Captain  Tmcy,  the  staff  officer  of 
General  Hagood,  then  in  command,  was  bearing 
the  message  brought  by  the  flag,  Doth  the  fleet 
and  land  batteries  re-opened  their  fire,  and  Qea- 
eral  ]&good  ver^  promptly  refused  to  receive 
any  communication  until  an  apology  had  been 
made  for  this  violation  of  the  flag.  A  saiifl&o- 
tory  explanation  having  been  o&red  and  ac- 
cepted, an  interview  was  had  between  General 
Hagood  and  General  Vogdes,  which  terminated 
in  arrangemtot  to  exchange  the  wounded  pri»> 
oners  on  bo&  sides,  and  ten  o'dodc  on  tiie  fol- 
lowing Friday  was  appointed  as  the  honr,  when 
the  transports  from  e»)h  parW  should  efiioct  the 
exchange  at  the  point  from  which  the  fleet  have 
usually  oonduoted  the  attack  upon  Batteiy 
Wagner. 

0^  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth,  the  dar 
upon  which  the  exchange  was  to  beeffectea, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  about  day-light  both  from 
the  fleet  and  land  batteries.  'Oiis  fire  was  vig- 
orously sustained  until  the  arrival,  about  ten 
o'clock,  of  the  flag  of  truce  beal^  conveying  the 
prisoners,  and  for  a  portion  of  that  time  wae 
equal  in  intensity  to  the  bombardment  of  the 
eighteenth.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  boat  in 
the  nei:.hborhood  of  the  place  ^pointed,  die 
firing  ceased,  and  the  exchange  was  regidacljr 
effected,  we  delivering  one  himdred  and  five 
and  receiving  thirfy-nine  wounded  prisooera. 
No  ref^^nce  having  been  made  in  the  agree> 
ment  to  the  negro  prisoners  of  the  Fif^-foutii 
Massachusetts  regiment,  none  of  them  were  in- 
cluded in  the  exchange,  a  report  of  which  bj 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Muor  Middleton,  d^ 
officers  appointed  to  oon<mot  it,  has  already 
been  furnished.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  on  thia 
morning,  especially  from  one  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced land  batteries,  armed  with  Parrott  guns, 
did  serious  damage  to  Battery  Wagner,  like 
remaining  ten-inch  columbiad  was  dismounted 
from  Htk^  searface  of  the  battery,  and  the  magar 
zinesso  much  exposed  that  it  became  necessary 
to  remove  the  ammunition ;  and  Qeneral  Taliar 
ferro,  who  had  previously  relieved  General  Hsr 
good  in  &e  command,  anticipating  a  renewal  of 
the  bombardment  uixm  the  completion  of  the 
exchange  <^  prisoDsra,  requested,  as  a  matter  of 
prudent  precaution,  that  all  neoeesaij  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  for  the  transfer  of  w 
troops  from  the  iedand  in  case  of  neceesity. 

The  exchange  of  prisoners  w«s  com^ted 
about  two  o'dodc,  when  the  flag  <^  truce  boat 
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retamed.  Tke  eoem^,  however,  did  not  renew 
his  attadc,  awl  the  tune  thus  allowed  was  im- 
proved to  the  ntiaoat  in  repairing  the  damage 
whiob  had  been  done.  The  condition  of  the 
batteiy,  as  reported  by  Gtoeral  Taliaferro,  was 
sabmhted  to  ike  G^ieral  commanding,  and  after 
full  deliberation  it  was  ^termined  to  hold  it, 
and  instracticHis  sei^  to  General  Taliaferro  not 
to  abandon  the  worics  withoi^  express  orders  to 
that  effect.  From  that  date  to  the  present  the 
bombardment  has  never  been  renewed,  al^ongh 
there  has  been  acoasioDal  and  brief  firing  npon 
the  battery  from  the  iron-clads.  In  the  meantmie 
the  battery  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  ami 
phoed  in  a  condition  even  superior  to  what  it 
was  in  the  beginning.  The  enemy,  meanwhile, 
are  busily  at  work  m  improving  their  present 
works  and  erecting  new  ones,  of  which  our 
means  of  o^Mervation  do  not  enable  me  to  give 
a  detailed  account  On  our  side  new  batteries 
have  been  ereoted,  and  the  work  of  completing 
tiiem  and  moimtinff  the  necessary  armament  ac- 
tively pressed,  and  every  effort  made  to  annoy 
the  enemir  by  such  batteries  as  bear  upon  their 
working  parties  and  lines — an  attempt  m  which, 
I  have  reason  to  think,  we  have  been  to  a  con- 
'  siderable  extent  successful  The  condition  of  &e 
new  batteiiea  is  known  to  the  commanding 
General,  and  will  be  mentioned  in  tiie  succeeS- 
ingreport.  *  • 

The  gaiiiaens  of  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gr^^  have  been  relieved  as  regulany  as  pos- 
sible with  our  means  of  transportation.  On  the 
twenty-second  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  re- 
Heved  Brigadier-General  Hagood.  On  the 
twenty-sixth  Brigadier-General  Colquitt  relieved 
Brigadier-Greseral  Taliaferro.  Brigadier-General 
Colquitt  was  relieved  on  the  twenty-eighth  bv 
Brigadier-General  Glingmani  and  Ihe  latter  offi- 
cer was  relieved  on  the  first  of  August  by  Col- 
onel L.  M.  Keitt  The  fire  from  the  land  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  upon  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Qregg  haa  been  annoying,  especially  upon  our 
communiosrtion  bv  steamer  between  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  Cummins  Point 

The  casualties  which  have  occurred  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  thirty-first  of  Jtdy,  inclusive, 
have  been  thirteen  killed  and  forty-nine  wound- 
ed.   I  ham  the  honor  to  enclose  the  retumsand 


Very] 


Qt  servant, 

R.  S.  RlPLBT, 
Brlgidier-QcnenU,  commandiiif . 


DvAraoRT  (V  Bom  Camuu,) 
i  MD  Florida,  V 

CtaABUBioir,  6.  C,  AngQBt  7,  IMS.  J 


Beioectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department  In  view  of  the  possibility 
that  Batteries  Wagner  and  Greg^,  which  are 
only  outworks,  raountinfl;  respectively  twelve 
acd  three  guns,  might  fall  under  the  concen- 
trated &>e  of  the  enemy's  numerous  and  power- 
ful land  and  naval  batteries,  I  determined, 
immediately  after  the  M  of  the  south  end  of 


Morris  Island  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
to  establish  a  circle  of  batteries  from  Legare's 
Point  on  Schooner  Creek,  James  Island,  to  Bat- 
tery Beauregard,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  so  as  to 
concentrate  their  fire  (including  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie)  on  Morris  Island,  from  about  half 
its  lergth  to  Cummins*  Point,  and  render  that 
portion  of  the  island  untenable  to  the  enemy, 
should  he  succeed  in  driving  us  away  from'  it 
That  defensive  ^stem  is  now  being  carried  out 
to  the  extent  of  our  available  means  in  labor 
and  heayv  ordnance.  Many  of  the  long  range 
guns  in  Sumter,  not  absolutely  required  for  its 
aefenoe,  have  been  removed  to  arm  the  new 
batteries  imder  construction.  The  remaining 
guns  are  being  protected  with  traverses,  mer- 
lons and  embrasures.  The  officers*  quarters  on 
the  gorge  of  the  fort  (south  face)  nave  been 
filled  up  with  wet  cotton  baes  and  sand,  and  a 
"  chemise  "  of  sand  bags  is  being  added  to  the 
scarp  wall  of  the  same  face,  to  extend,  if  practi- 
cable, from  bottom  to  top.  The  defective  lines 
on  James  Island  are  also  to  be  shortened  by  the 
construction  of  a  new  line  of  redans  and  re- 
doubts from  Secessionville  to  the  Stone  River, 
long  since  contemplated,  but  not  executed  for 
want  of  labor. 

Herewith  are  papers,  marked^,  B,  C,  D,  £, 
F,  connected  with  tne  defence  of  Morris  Island 


during  the  present  attack. 


G.  T.  Bbauregabd. 


HKiDQUiBms  DtPximfBrt  or  Soma  Cakouxa,  ) 

OWBQU  AStD  FWBMDAf  V 

CbASUBRW,  Jal7  16, 1868.  j 

It  is  reported  Gilmore  wiU  open  fire  in  the 
morning,  and  attempt  an  assault  afterwards. 
Will  be  assisted  by  fleet  Be  on  watch  and 
prepared. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  staff. 
Official : 

H.  H.  Rogers, 

A.  D.  c. 

Send  the  above  dispatch  to  Colonel  Rhett, 
Fort  Sumter,  and  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
Morris  Island. 

H.  H.  Rogers. 

A.  D.  C. 

HkJDQUABRu  Fbst  MluTAXT  DOTiaor,  DBPABnmT  OF) 

Soun  CUbouxa,  Qwobou  axd  Floud^,  > 

CsuaasToit,  8.  C,  July  19,  186S.) 

Do  i^e  best  thai  you  can  to  gat  fresh  troops 
on  the  island.  Enemy  possibly  so  punished 
that  he  may  give  no  annoyance  early  to-morrow. 
Make  the  best,  at  least 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  staff: 

General  Riplet, 

Commanding  Tori  Somter. 

OtaABUBBTOH,  &  C.,  JvHj  10,  1868—1  ▲.  M. 

Brigadier-Gfeneral  B.  8,  Bipley,  Fort  Sumier: 
Morris  Island  must  be  held  at  all  cost,  for 
present  The  commanding  General  directs  Keitt's 
regiment  to  be  thrown  there,  to  push  any  ad  van- 
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tage  before  daylight ;  also,  nearest  other  regi- 
ment or  battalion--Graham*8  or  Nelson's,  as  most 
es^peditiously  moved.  Cannot  navy  help  with 
trsmsportation  ? 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  staff. 

Gkuxmroir,  &.  C,  J0I7  19,  IMS— l.aO  a.  h. 

Brigadier-Genercd  R.  8.  Rij^ley,  Fort  Sumter: 
I  advise  you  (without  seeing  General  Beaure- 
gard) to  embark  Eeitt's  regiment  at  once,  and 
tbrow  it  on  Morris  Island.    I  will  see  him. 
Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 


,aa,  Jal7l9,  186S-2P.M. 

Brwadter-Oenerdl   W.  B,   TaliqferrOj  Morris 

island: 

Detailed  telegram  of  events  at  Battery  Wag- 
ner wanted  from  General  Taliaferro.    Reinforce- 
ments on  way  to  push  advantage,  if  possible. 
Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff 
QuxunoM,  a  C,  Joly  19,  1M8. 

Brtgadter-Oeneral  R.  8.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter: 

What    has    Harrison's   j-egiment    effected? 
Troops  thrown  on  Morris  Island  at  once  might 
strike  an  effective  blow.    Detailed  report  from 
Battery  Wagner  wanted  up  to  latest  moment 
Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  oi  Staff. 

• 

HsAOQDABnns  DBPABmiiT  or  Sorra  Caroujul       \ 
Obobou,  jun>  Florida,  Cbarueston,  &  C,  July  24, 1868./ 

Lieutenant-CoUmd  D.  B,  Harris,  Oki^ Engineer, 
Morris  Island : 

Colonel  :  Examine  condition  for  resistance  of 
Battery  Wagner  and  report  in  person,  as  soon 
as  possible.  Explain  to  G^eneral  Taliaferro  that 
he  must  fight  the  fleet  with  sand  ;  that  the  bat- 
tery originally  was  only  meant  to  defend  against 
land  approach.  The  battery  must  be  held  as 
long  as  possible— even  twenty-four  hours  are 
important 

Respectfully,  &c., 

G.  T.  Beaurbqard, 

•  General,  oommandiDg. 


Hkadquabtkbs  DEPABTUorr  of  Sorni  Carolcca,        \ 

r  2471883.  / 


Gboiuiu,  axd  Florida,  CBARLKrox,  &  C,  July  i 


Bripadier-Oeneral   W.  B.   Talictftrro,   Morris 

Island:  .   , 

General:  The  batteries  designed  to  render 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  untenable  by  the 
enemy,  if  reduced,  not  being  completed,  it  has 
become  exigent  that  those  last  batteries  should 
be  held  to  the  last  extremity.  Wagner,  being 
under  the  guns  of  Sumter  and  Gregg,  should  be 
held  by  infantry  and  siege  guns  ahne,  imtil  its 
parapets  and  boml)-proot8  are  destroyed  and  no 
hnqer  afford  shelter  against  artitiery.  The  Gen- 
eral regard^  it  almost  improbajble  that  another 
assault  will  be  attempted.  Prirthermore,  tlie 
evacuation  of  Wagner  does  not  necessarily  in- 
volve immediate  abandonment  of  Gregg,  which, 
with  reduced  garrison  and  sharpshooters  filling 


the  sand-hills  between  it  and  Wagner,  wkj  be 
held  for  several  days  longer.    Wken  obliged  to 

Suit  either  work,  the  guns  must  be  tiioroughly 
isabled  bv  spiking,  knocking  off  trunnions,  cot- 
ting  and  burning  carriages,  and  bomb-proofii, 
and  by  blowing  up  tfa^  magasuMB  and  parapets. 
In  view  of  the  great  improbability  of  ao  assault, 
may  it  not  be  well  to  reduce  tbe  garrisoo 
minimum  to-morrow  morning,  just  about  two 
o'clock  ? 

Respectfully,  yovr  obedient  servant, 
Thohab  Jordan, 

CUflCorSlaC 

REPORT  OF  THE  EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  X^IH 
ENDORSED  REMARKS  OF  TER  OOMMANIHKO  GENERAL 

OiiMwwr,  September  7, 18A 

Captain  WilUam  F  Nance,  A.  A.  9.,  First  mt- 
itary  District,  Dept.  8,  C,  Go.,  and  Flo,: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris 
Island,  including  Batteries  Wagner  and  6r^, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  on  the  night 
of  the  sixth  instant  ThiB  step  was  anthoriiBed 
by  a  dispatch  sent  by  signals  from  district  head- 
quarters, and  received  bjr  me  between  four  and 
nve  p.  M.,  and  directed  m  detail,  by  a  special 
order  from  department  headquarters,  which  wis 
received  from  Captain  McCabe,  of  General  Rip-  • 
ley's* staff,  at  dark,  and  was  necessitated  from 
the  untenable  condition  of  Battery  Wagner,  the 
greatly  exhausted  condition  of  the  garrison,  and 
constant  artillery  and  sharpshootipg  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  prevented  repairs. 

The  gradual  approaches  of  tJie  enemy  had 
passed  the  front  of  the  battery,  and  the  tetmi- 
nation  of  their  sap  was  not  over  fifty  yards  firom 
the  parapets  of  the  sea-face,  enabling  them  to 
throw  a  mass  of  troops  upon  tiiis  flank,  when 
our  men  were  mostly  m  the  bomb-proofs,  where 
I  was  forced  to  keep  them  by  the  unceasing  fire 
of  mortar  and  rifle  guns  on  land,  with  an  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  fleet,  during  most  of  the 
day.  He  salient  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  bad 
been  swept  by  such  a  terrible  at>aB-fire  as  to 
breach  the  parapet  and  throw  it  into  irregoJar 
shapes,  rendering  the  ascent  from  the  most 
easy,  and,  moreover,  men  could  not  be  kept 
there  during  the  cross-fire,  wifiiout  the  oertaio^ 
of  most  of  them  being  wounded  or  stmnied. 
This  salient  is  the  part  of  the  woA  gained  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  assault  of  the  eigkteentti  of 
Julv. 

As  soon  as  the  evacuation  was  authorised,  I 
gave  detailed  instructions  to  the  regimental 
commanders,  viss. :  Lieutenan^OoloDel  John  6. 
Ptessly,  conunanding  Twenty-fiWi  Soutii  Omo- 
lina  volunteers;  Mcjor  James*  Gardner,  com- 
manding Twenty-seventfa  €ki;rgia  volnnteen; 
Captain  W.  P.  Crawford,  conmaandlnK  Twentf- 
eightl^  Georgia  volunteers,  for  the  gradual  move- 
ment of  their  men  to  Cummins*  Point,  •<>  as  to 
keep  up  an  effective  frt)nt  to  the  wiemy,  and 
insure  silence  and  promptness.  They  exprewed 
their  hearty  approval,  believing  an  evacijation 
necessary,  to  prevent  a  useless  sacrifice  of  men- 
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The  men  wmt  down  aa  if  for  special  duty,  and 
though  the  meet  intelligent  knew  the  fact, 
nearly  all  went  off  aa  if  going  to  he  relieyed. 

Captain  Hngnenin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was 
promptly  notified  of  the  steps  to  he  taken,  and 
made  his  arrangements  wim  my  sanction,  for 
the  r^Enoval  of  the  artillery,  and  the  written 
orders,  when  received,  were  suhmitted  to  him 
for  his  guidance.  He  was  intrusted  with  the 
delicate  duty  of  bringing  up  the  extreme  rear, 
and  firing  me  only  magazine  which  contained 
powder — ^Lieutenant  Mazyok,  Ordnance  Officer, 
being  ordered  to  assist  him.  His  report,  with 
Lieutenant  Mazyck's,  is  inclosed,  marked  A,  and 
is  referred  to  as  an  important  portion  of  this  re- 
port. 

At  daric  I  sent  to  Captain  H.  R.  Lesesne,  who 
was  eommandmg  Battery  Gregg,  an  order  to 
prepare  to  blow  up  his  magazine,  and  render  his 
nns  onsarviceable,  directmg  him  to  confer  with 
Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  of  the  engineers,  who  bad 
read  ^e  orders.  I  had  no  copy  of  the  detailed 
order,  which  came  late,  to  give  him,  which  was 
thns  not  eommunicated  to  him.  I  refer  you  to 
his  report  marked  B,  for  particulars. 

To  anticipate  the  possibility  of  a  pursuit  by 
the  enemy  while  retreating  from  Winner,  I  or- 
dered Lieutenant  Robert  M.  Stiles,  Chief  Engi- 
neer at  Battery  (^egg,  to  construct  a  rifle-pit 
across  the  islsmd,  at  a  narrow  point,  about  a 
qoarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  Battery  Gregg ; 
tiiis  was  accomplished  by  him  after  dark,  whue 
under  mortar  fire,  with  a  force  of  seventy-seven 
ne^oes  in  charge.  He  also  cut  away  most  of 
the  earth-covering  of  the  magazine  on  the  side 
to-w^urds  our  James  Island  batteries,  then  sent 
his  negroes  off  to  Fort  Johnson,  using  a  large 
flat  left  at  Cummins'  Point  for  that  purpose. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
ah'eady  reduced  garrison,  I  had,  esxly  on  the 
morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  made  the  K)llowing 
disposition  of  my  troops :  The  Seventy-sevenm 
Georgia  regiment,  effective  total  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  men,  commanded  by  Major 
Gardner,  a  gallant  and  intelligent  officer,  were 
in  the  sand  hills,  well  protected  in  pits  dug 
there,  the  hillocks  being  natural  traverses.  Fifty 
men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  under  Cap- 
tain Adams,  who  had  picketed  the  beach  during 
the  night,  were  also  there ;  the  remainder  of  the 
regiment,  numbering  one  hundred  and  thirty 
eTOctives,  were  assigned  to  the  extreme  right  of 
Battery  Wagner;  about  forty-five  kept  out  on 
ihe  lines,  and  the  remainder  in  the  bomb-proof. 
The  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  (Eutaw)  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  terribly  reduced  by  casu- 
alties and  sickness,  during  the  day  and  night 
E receding,  to  an  effective  total  of  about  three 
undied  and  sixty-five  men.  manned  the  left  and 
centre  of  the  battery,  keeping  only  a  guard  of 
each  ocMupaay  on  its  respective  position  of  the 
Hues,  the  rwnainder  in  the  bomb^[)roofi  Two 
companies  of  this  regiment  were  sent  to  the 
sand  hills  for  protection,  and  to  make  room  in 
^e  bombproof,  where  several  men  had  fainted 
on  the  fif&,  from  excessive  heat  and  foul  air. 


Mfgor  Gardner  was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat 
with  the  Twenty-seventh  (Georgia,  in  case  of  pur- 
suit by  the  enemy ;  in  the  meantime  to  picket 
the  beach  at  dark,  and  hold  his  reserve  in  readi- 
ness to  support  Battery  Wagner. 

At  early  dark  I  ordered  Lieutenant<!k>lonel 
Pressly,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina, a  very  intelligent  and  reliable  officer,  to  de- 
tail four  companies  (about  one  himdred  men)  to 
take  a  field-piece  from  the  left  curtain  to  Cum- 
mins' Point,  and  embark  on  the  first  boat  Half 
an  hour  after.  Captain  Crawford,  commanding 
Twenty-seventh  Georgia  vohmteers,  was  ordered 
to  move  a  howitzer  from  the  right  of  Wagner, 
to  the  rifle-pit  near  Gregg,  place  the  piece  in 
position  there,  collect  his  regiment  from  line  of 
battle  in  rifle-pits,  and  when  notified  that  trans- 
portation was  ready  to  send  a  company  at  a  time 
to  embark.  Major  Gardner  was  ordered  to  man 
the  rifle-pits  when  Captain  Crawford  had  left. 
LieutenantrColonel  Pressly  was  ordered  to  ex- 
tend his  lines  and  cover  the  line  manned  by  Hhe 
Twentv-eighth  Georgia,  as  soon  as  that  regiment 
started,  which  was  promptly  done  by  him. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  all  this  night,  as  on 
the  previous  night,  the  enemy  threw  a  strong 
calcium  light  on  the  front  of  Battery  Wagner. 
About  nine  o'clock  p.m.,  being  informed  that 
transportation  was  ready,  the  embarkation  cojn- 
menced,  and  went  on  briskly  and  quietly  until 
all  had  been  embarked  except  the  rear  guard, 
which  was  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A.  Hu- 
guenin,  numbering  thirty-five  men — ^twenty-five 
men  of  the  First  South  Carolina  infkntry,  Com- 

Eany  A,  ten  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
na  volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Brown  and  Taft 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  turned  over 
the  command  of  Battery  Wagner  to  Captain 
Hu^enin,  and  ordering  my  Adjutant-Gkneral, 
Major  H.  Bryan  (a  memoer  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's staff),  who  had  volunteered  for  special 
duty  on  Morris  Island,  to  accompany  me,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Cummins'  Point.  At  the  nfle- 
pits  I  received  information  that  more  transpor- 
tation was  ready,  and  I  immediately  ordered 
Major  Gardner  to  embark  his  regiment,  and  to 
take  with  him  the  twelv^pounoM'  howitzer; 
which  he  did,  but  could  not  bring  it  off  ti^e 
island. 

The  tran^ortation,  under  -  the  direction  of 
Major  M.  A.  Prin^le,  Post  Quartermaster  in 
Charleston,  was  admirably  managed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler,  Twentietii  SouHi  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, having  been  specially  detailed  by  Gen- 
eral Ripley  to  superintend  me  transportation, 
under  his  spirited  and  excellent  management,  it 
succeeded  perfectly.  When  the  infentry  were 
all  embarked,  I  directed  Captain  Kanapaux, 
commanding  light  artillery,  to  spike  his  three 
howitzers,  and  embark  his  command.  Ca^^tain 
Lesesne  was  then  ordered  to  spike  the  guns  of 
Battery  Gregg,  and  embark  his  men.  The  rear 
guard  from  Wagner  coming  up  at  this  time, 
were  embarked.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Hu- 
guenin  down,  sending  word  by  private  John  A. 
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Stewart.  "  Giat  Guards,"  the  cavalry  ootiriers 
having  left  without  permission. 

There  was  no  light  kept  at  Gregg,  so  I  could 
not  well  note  the  hour;  With  two  or  three 
boats,  I  now  anxiously  waited  for  Captain  Hu- 
guenin's  party.  Finally,  perceiving  that  the 
enemy's  barges,  from  Vincent  Creek,  were  attack- 
ing our  bcMkts  with  muAetry,  I  ofdered  the 
safeiy-frise  to  the  magazine  of  Battery  Gregg  to 
be  lighted.  It  was  lit ;  the  firing  then  ceased, 
^s  I  desired  the  explosions  at  bom  batteries  to 
be  dmtdtaneous,  as  ordered,  I  ordered  Captain 
Lesesne  to  extinguish  the  fuse,  intending  to  re^ 
Hght  it  or  apply  another  fuse,  when  (^ptains 
Huguenin  and  Pinckney,  and  Lieutenant  Mazyck, 
who  were  the  only  persons  who  had  not  yet 
come  to  the  point,  arrived.  Major*  Holcombe, 
who  had  lighted  the  fuse,  inmiediatoly  attempted 
to  extinguish  it  He  informed  me  from  the  para- 
pet of  the  battery  that  itwould  be  diflScult  to  cut 
it  in  twain,  and  that  it  was  burning  brightly. 
At  that  moment,  the  absent  party  amved,  and  I 
directed  him  not  to  interfere  with  the  fuse, 
which  was  then  burning  brightly.  About  half- 
past  one  A.  M.,  with  the  rear  guard  of  my  com- 
mand I  embarked,  thus  successfully  withdrawing 
from  Morris  Island,  and  my  responsibility  ended. 
As  we  started  off,  the  Yankee  barges  directed 
their  musketry  fire  upon  us,  causing  the  bullets 
to  whiz  around  us,  but  doing  no  hann.  Bearing 
towards  Fort  Sumter,  I  proceeded  to  flag- 
steamer  Charleston,  and  notified  Captain  Tucker 
that  the  evacuation  af  Morris  Island  was  accom- 
plished, aiM  requesting  him  to  give  the  rocket 
signal  to  our  batteries.  I  then  proceeded  to 
district  headquarters,  and  repeated  the  informa- 
tion, arriving  at  three  a.  m.  on  the  seventh. 

During  the  day  and  evening  of  the  sixth.  Cap- 
tain Adger,  the  eflBcient  Quartermaster,  kept  his 
only  wagon  moving  the  wounded  from  Wagner 
to  wefeg,  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Surgeon 
William  C.  Ravenel.  Strange  to  say,  none  were 
hurt  by  the  enemy's  fire,  which,  firom  time  to 
time,  swept  across  the  way.  Of  course,  the 
wounded  were  embarked  first.  Dr.  Ravenel 
performed  his  arduous  duties  with  alacrity  and 
zeal,  showing  every  kindness  to  the  wounded 
and  stunned,  whichi|)oured  in  from  sunrise  on 
the  fifth,  tin  the  evenine  of  the  sixth.  He  left 
about  half-past  ten,  leading  his  ambulance 
corps.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  majority  of 
the  wounds  were  ^jght,  though  disabling  the 
men  for  the  time.  The  ^uns  in  the  batteries 
were  spikev'and  the  implemento  generally 
destroyed,  equipmento  mc«tly  carried  off.  The 
magazines  were  not  blown  up,  owing  to  the» 
faulty  character  of  the  safety-fuses  used  for  the 
purpose,  which  were  ignited — ^that  at  Battery 
Wagner  by  Captain  Huguenin,  assisted  by  Cap- 
tain Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and 
that  at  Battery  Gr^g  by  Msgor  Holcombe, 
under  Captain  Lesesne^s  instructions,  and  the 
supervision  of  Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
Stues,  of  the  engineers.  The  enemy  were  within 
thirty  steps  of  Sie  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  ttie 
voices  01    their  sappers    could    be  distinctly 


heard ;  any  attempt  to  break  off  the  trunnion,  or 
shatter  the  carriage  of  a  gun,  could  have  been 
distinctly  heard,  and  our  movements  discovered ; 
besides  the  gun-chambers  bad  been  fifled  with 
loose  sand,  cusplaoed  by  the  enemy's  shot  The 
guns  could  not  be  managed.  I  attempted  to 
move  the  sand,  but  my  working  parties  were 
broken  up  as  soon  as  put  to  work..  The  enemy 
had  planted  heavy  mortars,  within*  one  hundred 
yards  of  the  battery,  and  they  couM  and  did 
mrow  their  sheUs  into  any  dengnsted  spot 
Thev  could  hear  the  movement  of  a  partv  at 
work  alone  the  line,  and  would  kill,  wound,  or 
disperse  the  men. 

Property  had  to  be  destrojred  within  thirty 
steps  of  ihe  enemy ;  and  while  they  could  hear 
the  voices  of  our  men  in  this  close  proximity  to 
them,  the  whole  garrison  had  to  oe  reiDoved. 
Their  sand  batteries  and  fleet  swept  every  indi 
of  CTound  between  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
ana  any  suspicion  of  our  movements  compro- 
mised, if  it  aid  not  destroy^  the  safety  of  the 
garrison.  AD  the  gruns  were  effectuaDy  spiked. 
At  Battery  Gregg,  everytfiing  was  destroyed  hot 
the  two  ten-inch  guns ;  they  were  prepared  for 
bursting  when  the  last  party  embarked.  Before 
this  party  arrived,  the  enemy's  barees  fired  upon 
ours,  transporting  our  troops,  ana  also  turned 
their  fire  upon  us.  An  attempt  had  been  made 
by  the  enemy  the  preceding  night,  in  barges,  to 
assail  and  capture  Battery  Gregg ;  the  number 
of  their  barges  there,  in  easy  range,  covld  not  be 
ascertained.  I  was  informed  by  the  engineer, 
Captain  Lee,  that  the  explosion  of  the  magazine 
would  destroy  the  guns ;  the  fuse  was  lighted, 
burning  well,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  of 
its  ignitiT^  the  magazine.  The  rear  gvard  fron 
Battery  Wagner  had  embarked  imder  fire  from 
the  enemy*s  barges.  These  barges,  I  am  con- 
vinced, gave  the  enem^  the  inforraation  of  the 
withdrawal  of  our  eamson.  ThegunsofBatterj 
Gregg  were  spiked.  My  diief  exertion  was  to 
save  my  men,  whose  fiture  services  wiQ,  I 
trust,  be  worth  much  more  to  &e  OmxMeacy 
than  what  I  fafled  to  destroy  to  the  enemy.  Had 
instructions  been  sent  to  me  earlier,  more  might 
have  been  done. 

Lieiitoimnt  Stiles,  Assistant  Engiaeer,  stationed 
at  Batte^Gregg,  at  my  request  nad  oome  up  to 
Battery  Wagner  in  the  morning.  Upon  exam- 
ination, he  expressed  to  ne  a  doubt  wbx^ba 
there  was  powder  enough  in  the  magaiineto 
blow  it  up.  I  should  state  at  this  point,  tbat  I 
had  sent,  on  Fridav,  for  an  additionil  svpply  of 
powder,  sending  tne  requisition  and  my  report 
as  to  the  state  of  the  nAison,  and  of  the  dij 
preceding,  by  Major  Warley,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
who  was  wounded,  and,  returning  to  the  city 
in  a  small  boat,  sent  for  the  purpose.  This  boat 
was  captured  by  the  enemy's  iMtfgee,  and  my 
report  either  taken  ot  destroyed  by  Mwor  War- 
ley.  Of  this  capture  I  had  no  knowledge  until 
Saturday  night  The  blowing  up  (^  tike  jo^^ 
zines  was  intrusted  by  me  to  brave  and  intdli- 
gent  officers,  who,  I  think,  did  their  best  to 
effect  it    The  Chief  Ordnance  0£Soer  of  the  dit- 
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trict  came  to  Morris  Island,  apparent^  to  look 
after  this,  and  was  given  every  uicility  he  asked 
for.    I  did  not  attempt  to  destroy  the  bomb- 

Cof  at  Wagner,  becaiise,  after  conaolting  with 
tun  Lee,  of  ^e  engineers,  I  deemed  it  im- 
practicable, from  the  small  quantity  of  combns- 
tiUe  nHtteiial  at  my  disposal,  and  that  any  smoke 
wo^d  at  once  inform  tne  enemy,  and  stimnlate 
him  to  pnisoe  ns  by  land  and  water.  It  must 
ba  renembeired  that  the  sand  above  the  bomb- 
proof was  considerably  satwrated  with  water, 
wfaioh  dripped  throu^  in  several  places. 

To  Oaptain  Huffuenin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Ma- 
jor Bryan,  A.  A.  G.,  lieutenant-Colonel  liressly, 
ooaimanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, and  iSeutenant-Colonel  Dantzler,  superin- 
tending embarkatioo,  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  success  of  the  evacuation. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Mathews, 
Migineer  corps,  for  the  use  of  his  boat  and  crew, 
for  moving  troops,  and  bringing  me  off  at  the  last 

Captain  Havne,  and  Lieutenants  Monteomery 
and  Blum,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Molina 
v^unteen  (three  valnable  officers),  were  killed 
at  their  posts  of  duty,  during  the  last  of  the 
deee.    Let  their  names  be  honored. 

1  desire  to  record  the  faithful  services  of  nri- 
vates  Laith,  and  Stewart,  and  Bond,  of  the  Gist 
Guard,  South  Carolina  volunteers,  who  have 
remained  vohmtarily  on  duty  at  Battery  Wagner 
almost  the  entire  siege,  alwavs  attentive  and 
oool  under  fire.  Stewart  would  make  an  exoel- 
knl  commissary,  and  Laith,  a  practical  and  hard- 
working ordnance  officer. 

Lieutenant  R  M.  Stiles,  engineer  corps,  oredit- 
aUy  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  nim. 

Lieutenant  Miller,  Company  A,  Second  South 
Ourolina  artillery,  was  aistinguished  for  his 
ooura^,  and  for  his  cheerfumsss,  which  was 
not  diminished  by  a  slight  wound  on  the  knee, 
and  by  being  stunned  for  half  an  hour. 

To  Major  Bryan,  of  General  Beauregard's  staff, 
who  volunteered  as  mv  Adjutant^neral,  I  am 
under  the  greatest  (obligations.  Although,  at 
the  time  I  was  ordered  to  Morris  Isluid  to 
assume  oonmand  of  the  forces  there,  he  had  a 
furlough  to  visit  his  father  in  Georgia,  who  was 
very  iO,  he  prompU^  waved  it,  and  volunteered 
to  go  witii  me.  fiis  tact,  coolness,  experience, 
courage  and  untiring  industry,  were  of  the 
neatest  service  to  me.  During  the  night  and 
me  day,  his  vigilance  extended  to  every  depart- 
ment, and  perpetually  sought  out  means  of 
increasing  our  resources  ana  defences. 

In  spite  of  severe  indisposition,  for  several 
cla3rs,  i  have  made  every  exertion  ts  meet  th^ 
yen  unusual  responsibities  imposed  upon  me. 

'unking  all  drcumstanoes  into  consideration,  I 
trust  that  this  will  not  compare  unfiavorably  on 
the  part  of  the  garrison  with  any  other  retreat 
made  during  this  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Ksm. 
Oolooel,  ooBunandlof . 
Official: 

W.  Ck>aD0H  MoCabb. 


[Endobsid.] 
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Had  the  evacuation  been  conducted  in  strict 
compliance  with  detafled  orders,  it  would  be 
one  of  die  most  memorable  in  history,  and  here- 
after it  maybe  regarded  as  a  signal  success, and 
highly  creditable  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
all  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  it 
Subjected  to  a  terriUe  fire,  and  beleaguered 
almost  to  the  very  ditch  or  the  work,  by  an 
enterpristng,  watchful  adversary,  yet  die  entire 
garrison  was  withdrawn  in  etSety,  The  cool-  - 
ness  and  discipline  whidi  charaoterized  this 
operation,  and  through  which  an  efficient  com- 
mand has  been  saved  to  the  countrv  for  future 
use,  are  deemed  worthy  of  note  and  commenda- 
tion by  the  Vdx  Department,  especially  when 
taken  in  connection  with  thoir  stout  defence 
of  Morris  Island,  for  four  days  preceding  the 
evacuation,  together  with  the  limited  and  imper-  < 
feet  means  of  water  transportation  at  command. 
One  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  bursting 
the  guns,  blowing  upthe  magazines  and  bomb- 
proon  in  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg,  is  an 
alleged  want  of  time,  after  the  order  to  evacuate 
had  reached  Morris  Island.  This  calls  for  re- 
marks from  these  headquarters.  It  had  been 
a  standing  order  for  several  weeks  previous  to 
the  evacuation,  ttiat  in  such  an  event,  all  guns, 
magazines,  bomb-proofs,  &c.,  should  be  thor- 
oughly destroyed,  and,  with  that  view,  time 
fuses  had  been  tested,  and  with  '*  rat-tail "  files 
were  provided  fbr  both  works.  Further,  the 
written  special  instructions  of  Brigadier-General 
Ripley,  prescribing  measures  and  means  for 
the  complete  destruction  of  these  works,  and  of 
their  armaments,  at  the  proper  time,  and  the 
detailed  orden  directing  and  regulating  the 
evacuation  of  Morris  Isluid,  were  receiv^  bv 
the  commanding  officer  ai  dUxrk,  on  the  sixth 
instant  (about  six  p.  x.).  The  last  detachment  of 
his  command  did  not  quit  the  island  until  after 
one  A.  X.,  on  the  seventh  instant ;  hence  there 
were  seven  hours  for  the  completion  of  all 
necessary  arrangements.  I  am,  therefore,  unable 
to  admit  that  there  was  any  lack  of  time  for  the 
thorough  execution  of  the  work  of  destruction 
ordered.  It  is  not  explained  why  the  time-fuses 
failed  to  explode  Hie  powder  left  in  the  maga- 
zines ;  diey  were  seen  burning  brightly  when 
last  observed,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that 
either  before,  or  whilst  the  ire  was  being; 
applied,  die  ends  in  contact  with  the  powder 
were  accidentally  detached. 

G.  T.  Bbaubbgabd. 

Qeaonl,  commanding. 

PAPERS  BILATINO  TO  THE  EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS 
ISLAND— UEUTRKAKT  COLONBL  D.  R  HARRIS -REOOM- 
IfENDS  EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS  ISLAND  BATTERIES. 

OvncB  ovCBhp  Ehuimbu,  1 

QunJBiOH,  SocTB  Gakouiu,  August 6, 1868.  / 

Briaadier-Oeneral   Thomas  Jordan,   Chirf  of 
Soff: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
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visited  onr  works  on  Morris  Island  to-day,  and 
in  consideration  of  their  condition,  of  our  in- 
ability to  repair  damages  at  Battery  Wagner  as 
heretofore,  of  the  dispirited  state  of  its  garri- 
son, and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  sap,  I 
am  reluctantly  constrained  to  recommend  an 
immediate  evacuation  of  both  Batteries  Wagner 
and  Gregg. 

The  thirty-six  hours  severe  bombardment  to 
which  these  batteries  have  been  subjected — 
confining  the  troops  to  the  shelter  of  the  bomb- 
proof—has resulted  in  so  dispiriting  the  garrison 
of  Wagner,  as  to  render  it  unsafe,  in  the  opinion 
of  its  chief  officers,  to  rely  upon  it  to  repel  an 

^assault,  should  the  enemy  attempt  one.  The 
head  of  the  enemv's  sap  is  withm  forty  yards 
of  the  salient  of  the  battery,  and  he  is  making 
rapid  progress  in  pushing  it  forward,  unmo- 
lested by  the  fire  of  a  smgle  gun,  and  with 
scarcely  any  annoyance  from  our  sharpshoot- 
ers. 
In  conse(^uence  of  the  accuracy  of  fire  of  his 

•land  batteries,  which  are  now  m  close  prox- 
imity to  Battery  Wagner — say  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  yardih— aided  by  reverse  fire  from  his 
fleet,  it  is  impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fort,  to  keep  up  a  fire  either  of  ar- 
tillery or  small  arms ;  and  the  enemy  is  thus  left 
free  to  work  on  his  trenches,  which  he  is  push- 
ing rapidly  forward,  the  head  of  his  sap  being, 
as  above  stated,  witnin  forty  yards  of  the  salient 
of  the  work,  which  is  so  seriously  damaged  b^  a 
battery  of  Parrott  gims,  kept  constan^  playi^ 
upon  it,  as  to  render  it  untenable.  This  diffi- 
culty could,  however,  be  overcome  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  parapet  across  the  gorge  of  tiiie  salient, 
and  the  conversion  of  the  bomb-proof  covering 
into  another  parapet  overlooking  the  salient,  if 
it  were  practicable  to  work,  as  heretofore,  at 
night  The  covering  to  the  bomb-proof  and 
magazine  also  need  repair.  Wo  have  been  thus 
far  able  not  only  to  repair  damage  at  night  but 
to  add  from  day  to  day  to  the  strength  or  the 
battery;  but  now  that  the  enemy's  sap  is  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  battery,  and  he  has 
contrived  to  throw  light  upon  the  parapets  at 
night,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without  a  heavy 
loss  of  men.  In  the  effort  last  night  to  repair 
damages,  the  commanding  officer  of  .the  fort 
reports  a  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  sixty 
to  eighty  men  of  the  working  party  alone. 
Without  our  ability  to  repair  damage  at  night, 
the  battery  wUl  become,  under  the  incessant 
fire  of  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  fleet,  un- 
tenable— say  in  two  days. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  facts  that  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  recommendation  at  the 
commencement  of  this  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
,  Yours  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  Haeris,    * 
LieateDAnt-Oolonel  and  Chief  EDginaer 
Official: 

E.  ESARHT, 

A.  A  A.6«iier»L 


J  Of  A  OQNFKBEyOB  OF  OgsAxL  OtTICgtS  PI 

ooiniBCiinoK  wuh  tbe  oosvmxfs  of  battebbs 
WAOMEB  AND  emoa 

HaADQUAMVBS  DtPAMntmn  Soutb  Caumcu,) 

GbOHOIA.  AMD  FLOBmi,  > 

OusuRov,  a  C,  SeptemlMr  M,  UM.) 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.  il,  fourth  instant,  a  meet- 
ing of  officers  was  convened  by  the  commandr 
ing  General,  at  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  eo- 
abudg  him  to  determine  how  much  louder  he 
should  attempt  to  hold  the  north  end  of  Morris 
Island.  Present— General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 
commanding ;  Major-General  J.  F.  Gilmer,  sec- 
ond in  command  ;  Brigadier-Greneral  R.  S.  Rip- 
ley, commanding  First  military  district ;  Briga- 
dier-General Thomas  Jordan,  Qiief  of  Staff  and 
aoting  Recorder ;  Brigadier-G^ieral  Johnson  Ha- 
good;  Brigadier-General  A.  H.  Colonitt;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  fiogine^  of 
the  Department. 

Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  haye 
both  recentiy  commanded  on  Morris  Island,  asd 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris,  who,  had  frequently 
visited  Morris  Island  during  the  operaiaons,  and 
was  present  during  the  assault  made  bv  the  en- 
emy on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  of  July,  in 
company  with  Major-GenenJ  Gilmer,  inspected 
the  works  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  GeneraL 

The  first  question  ad£'essed  to  these  ofiBoen 
was  as  follows : 

jF^r»^— How  long  do  you  think  Fort  Wagner 
can  be  held  without  regard  to  safety  of  garri- 
son T 

(jenerals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  replied— That 
in  their  belief  the  enemy  could  now  storm  and 
carry  the  parapet  of  Battery  Wagner  before  oar 
men  could  be  got  out  of  the  bomb-proofs,  and  we 
would  then  be  held  at  a  fatal  disadvantage.  That 
if  the  enemy  should  continue  his  approaches 
as  now,  by  zig-zags  xxp  to  the  ditdi,  some 
eight  or  ten  days  would  i»robably  elapse  before 
he  could  be  expected  to  take  the  work  by  reg- 
ular approaches,  but  that  an  assault  oomd  be 
made  successfully  some  days  sooner,  should  the 
enemy  advance  somewhat  nearer  by  construct- 
ing another  paraUel  and  thence  dash  forward 
and  storm  the  works. 

Colonel  Harris — ^Thought  the  enemy  woold 
seek  to  take  the  work  by  r^ular  approaches,  for 
which  ten  days  would  be  necessary.  The 
chances  of  success  of  an  attempt  to  cany  the 
work  after  a  partial  approach  somewhat  nearer 
than  at  present  would,  he  believed,  be  uo&tot- 
able  for  the  enemy.  An  attempt  to  carry  the 
j^ork  by  atorm  or  assault  at  present  would 
scarcely  be  successfuL 

8eoond—'Eow  long  can  the  fort  be  held  with 
a  fair  prospect  <^  saving  its  garrison  with  ^ 
means  of  transportation  at  our  oommaDd,aod 
circumstances  relative  thereto  as  heretofore  in- 
dicated bv  actual  experience  ? 

General  Hagood— Did  not  think  the  garrison 
of  Battery  Wagner  can  be  saved  withoot  we 
steal  a  march  on  the  enemy,  and  that  when  the 
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eo^ny  approaches  nearer,  he  will  be  certain  to 
get  knowledge  of  any  movement  toward  evaon- 
stion. 

General  Colqnitt— Thonght  &e  enemy  may  take 
the  poaition  at  his  pleasure ;  may  li^ht  np  the 
work  now  with  calcinm  lights ;  that  tke  chances 
are  diminishing  dail^  for  saving  the  garrison. 
Bat  both  thought  with  proper  precaunons  tiie 
garrison  might  be  successfully  withdrawn. 

Colonel  Harris — Did  not  believe  the  enemy 
would  attempt  assault,  but  would  seek  to  ts^e 
it  by  regular  approaches  on  the  salient,  hence 
the  garrison  might  be  saved  within  two  days  of 
the  time  the  enemv  would  be  able  to  reach  the 
ditch,  or  the  completion  of  his  approaches. 

7%<r«i— How  long  after  the  loss  or  evacuation 
of  Wagner  could  Port  Gregg  be  held  T 

General  Hagood — ^If  vi^orousl^  attacked, 
Battery  Gregg  would  (Sail  immediately  after 
Wagner  was  carried. 

Gheneral  Colquitt — ^Would  evacuate  both  the 
same  night 

Colonel  Harris — ^Believed  if  vigorously  fol- 
lowed up,  Biittery  Gregg  must  &11  immediately 
after  the  enemy  shall  get  possession  of  Wagner. 
In  case  the  reduction  of  Wagner  is  delayed  a 
week,  we  can,  however,  throw  up  intermediate 
works  for  infimtry  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  delay  the  fall  of  Battery  Gregg,  say, 
^iree  davs. 

Fourth — Can  the  heavv  gfuns  (two  in  Wagner 
and  three  in  Greg^)  in  those  two  works  be  re- 
moved before  their  evacuation,  without  endan- 
gering the  safety  of  the  works  and  their  garri- 
son? 

GenendB  Hagood  and  Colquitt — ^Thought  the 
columbiads  could  be  removed  without  en- 
dangering the  safety  of  the  garrison,  especially 
if  precautions  were  taken  to  assure  the  men 
that  these  guns  were  removed  because  now 
useless,  and  to  be  replaced  by  others  more  effec- 
tive in  this  stafi'e  of  defsnce.  The  columbiads 
do  not  materially  enhance  the  strength  of  the 
works  at  this  time. 

Colonel  Harris — ^Thought,  if  obstinate  resist- 
ance is  to  be  made,  the  guns  should  not  be  re- 
moved. 

Fifth — Can  we  take  the  offensive  suddenly 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  by  toowlng> 
during  the  night,  three  thousand  men  on  the 
north  end  of  Morris  Island,  making,  in  dl,  four 
thousand  men  available,  bearing  m  mihd  that 
no  reinforcements  could  be  sent  there  until 
night,  and  perhaps  none  for  several  nights^  ac- 
cording to  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads and  the  fire  of  his  land  batteries  ? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — ^Did  not  think 
the  offensive  can  now  be  undertaken  with  our 
present  means  of  transportation,  and  thought  it 
would  certainly  foil  if  attempted. 

At  half  past  two  p.  ac,  Brigadier-Generals 
Hagood  and  Colquitt  were  dismissed  to  their 
posts,  and  at  three  p.  m.  the  conference  was  ad- 
journed, to  meet  again  at  eight  p.  m. 

At  eight  p.  x.  tQe  conferenoe  was  resumed. 


Present— General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Major^Gen- 
eral  J.  P.  Gihner,  Brieadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley, 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D.  B.  Harris.  . 

A  discussion  then  took  place  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  works — the  probable  plan  of 
attack  of  the  enemy,  our  means  of  defence,  of 
transportation,  and  reasons  for  prolonging  our 
foothold  on  Morris  Island  until  ten  o^lock 
p.  M.,  the  result  of  which  was  the  determination 
by  the  commanding  General^  to  hold  Morris 
Idand  so  lon^  as  communication  with  it  could 
be  maintained  at  night  by  means  of  row-boats, 
but  for  which  purpose  sailors,  or  men  able  to 
handle  boats  and  oars  with  efficien^,  were 
essential:  It  was  agreed  that  the  holding  of 
Morris  Island  as  long  as  possible  was  most  im- 
portant to  the  safety  and  free  use  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  and  our  ability  to  keep  up  easy 
communication  with  the  works  on  ciultivan^ 
and  James  Islands,  in  view  of  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  renew  applications  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Naval  De- 
partments for  some  two  hundred  sailors  or  oars- 
men, whidi  was  done  at  once.  It  was  further 
decided  that  the  five  heavy  guns  on  Morris 
Island,  being  necessary,  morally  and  physicsdly, 
for  the  defence  of  tiie  position  to  the  last  ex^ 
tremihr,  and  such  beiuR  the  difficulties,  if  not, 
indeed,  the  insurmountaole  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  their  removal  at  this  time,  that  no  effort 
should  be  made  to  save  them,  and  oonsequently 
that  they  should  be  ultimately  destroyed,  witii 
as  much  of  the  works  as  practicable,  when  fur- 
ther defence  was  abandoned.  The  conference 
was  then  adjourned  until  an  answer  should  be 
received  to  application  for  oarsmen. 

OnBHwrroy,  B.  CI,  September  7, 1888. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  the  de- 
spatches herewith,  marked  "  A,"  and  subsequent- 
ly a  letter,  marked  "B,"  from  Colonel  L  M. 
Keitt,  commanding  Confederate  States  forces  on 
Morris  Island,  having  been  received,  reportine 
that  Battery  Wagner  was  no  longer  tenable,  and 
that  the  garrison  must  be  sacrificed  t£  the  posi- 
tion was  not  evacuated  that  night,  detailed 
orders  were  issued  for  the  withcfrawal  of  the 
garrison  and. destruction  of  the  works  and  arma- 
ment, contingent  on  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hams,  Chief  Engineer,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  repair  at  once  to  Battery  Wagner  and 
inroect  and  report  its  condition  for  further 
defence.  His  report  is  appended,  marked  ''  C." 
Meantime,  Flag  Officer  Tucker  was  conferred 
with  and  calledf  on  for  such  means  of  assistance 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  as  were  at 
his  disposition,  and  every  possible  arrangement 
was  made.  The  orders  and  an  accompan3dng 
memorandum,  marked  "  E  "  and  **  F,"  were  £ 
nally  issued  and  reached  Morris  Island  about  six 
p.  x.  Orders  several  days  previoualv,  under 
instructions  from  these  headquarters,  had  been 
issued  by  the  district  commander,  regulating 
the  manner  of  destroying  the  work  and  annar 
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ment»  in  case  of  siioh  an  exigenpy.    See  paper 
marked  "F.** 

*  Beapectfo^  sabmltted, 

Thomas  Jobdav, 

Chiof  of  staff. 

INSTRUCTIONS  IN  BEFERENGB  TO  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
JBOES  WAONBR  AMB  ORBGa 

[ocuiriomuXk] 

EbunQDABBM  Rmt  MnxtAWT  Hmooat       ) 

DiPABnawT  Of  SoinH  Camousa^  Gbobgu,  amd  > 

ItoRnu,  CoutLnroN,  &  C,  Scptombor  6,  1868.    J 

Oommtmdin^  Offlotr  Battery  Wagner: 

Sm:  As  it  is  within  the  contingeocies  that 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  may  be  evacuated, 
I  wish  the  engineer  and  artillery  officers  to  be 
fully  prepared.  A  quantity  of  safely^use  has 
been  sent  down,  at  difibrent  times,  to  both  Bat- 
teries Wagner  and  Gregg.  This  will  at  once  be 
examined  and  kept  in  place  for  service.  All 
magaaines  will  be  prepared  for  explosion,  be- 
fore the  final  evacuation  takes  place,  by  caus- 
ing safety-fuses,  at  least  three  in  number,  to  be 
inserted  in  a  file  of  cartridges  or  a  barrel  of 
powder  in  each  magaiine,  to  be  carefully  trained 
80  that  ignition  be  not  premature,  and  of  the 
length  to  insure  time  for  leaving  with  the  rear 
-guurd.  The  fuse  bums  fifteen  seconds  to  the 
foot,  so  that  if  ten  minutes  is  required,  the 
length  of  the  fuse  should  be  forty  feet,  or  more 
in  proportion. 

The  Engineer  Officer,  or  some  careful  person, 
should  be  provided  wiiki  mtttohes  and  linstock, 
and,  at  a  signal  from  the  commanding  officer, 
sheuld  light  carefully,  and  witiiout  undue  haste, 
each  safety^ttse,  and  xeport 

The  Artillery  Officer  should  destroy  the  im- 
plements of  each  gun  which  is  not  firing,  and 
should  spike  securehr  all  the  guns  of  raialler 
calibre,  destroy  the  elevating  screws,  and  ren- 
der the  carriages  unserviceable.  It  will  be  well 
to  ram  a  shot  or  shell  down  without  cartridge, 
first  inserting  a  small  wed^e  of  wood,  to  cause 
the  ball  to  stick  in  its  position. . 

The  ten-inch  columbiads,  if  not  removed, 
must  be  destroyed.  They  must  be  burst,  if  pos- 
sible. It  is  iatended  to  send  down  a  few  two- 
hundred-and-ten-pound  bolts,  with  Tennessee 
caps.  If  these  come,  put  in  two  cartridges, 
with  two  bolts,  prime  with  powder^  and  lasn  a 
small  cartridge  over  &e  vent,  with  a  slow 
match  inserted.  Let  the  matches  be  fired  at  the 
same  time  with  the  magazines.  It  will  be  well 
to  cut  through  the  braces  of  the  carriage,  and 
put  all  the  eccentric  wheels  in  gear.  If  the 
bolts  do  not  tfiome,  put  in  two  cartridges,  two 
solid  shot,  another  cartrid^^e,  and  then  fill  the 
gun  up  to  the  muzzle,  pruning  and  arranging 
the  safety-fuses  as  before. 

Other  instructions  wUl  be  given  with  regard 
to  the  evacuation,  as  far  as  the  troops  are  con- 
cerned ;  but  should  it  take  place,  as  these  ar- 
rangements will  depend  on  circumstances — and 
the  circumstances  and  the  destruction  of  arma- 
ment, &C..  will  require  consideration  and  espe- 
cially coolness  on  the  part  of  the  artillery  and 


engtnew  officers— 4t  has  been  tiiought  proper 
to  send  these  instraotioiis  now.  You  will  jdeue 
communicate  them  to  the  artillery  and  engineer 
officers  of  tbe  oonmand,  aad  furnish  them  with 
the  copies  ineloaed,  in  strict  confidence^  Thev 
must  be  turned  over  to  their  successors,  as  will 
be  the  case  with  this  paper  to  the  ofioar  who 
relieves  you.  Should  battery  Gregg  be  evacu- 
ated, the  same  arrangements  will  w  made  for 
the  demolition  of  magazines  and  armament ;  but, 
of  course,  at  that  point  it  will  not  take  i^ 
until  the  last  moment,  aocordiitt;  to  instmctioBS 
from  these  or  D^[iartment  headquarters. 
Very  respectfuUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  &  BmBi, 

Brigadtor-tioiMnl,  ooBiDiadJii^ 
Official:        Wm.  P.  Namcb, 

A.A.O. 

Official:        B.  Ksabnt, 

A.  A.  A.  a 

TiiTJWKAliB  OIVINO  KFFBC'HVK  F0BC8  AT  WAGOR- 
ffCATE  OF  AFFAIBS  AT  THAT  WORK,  ETC 

L  Byeigmd,  received  at  12'M  A.M.SepUmbo' 

lloMBi  iBjure,  aeptcuibcr  i,  MBL 
Ccmtain  Nanoe,  A.  A.  O.: 

I  had  nine  hundred,  and  not  fourteen  hundred 
men.  About  one  hundred  of  these  lo^laT  were 
killed  and  wounded.  The  parapet  of  suieDt  h 
badly  breached.  The  whole  fort  is  much  weak- 
enea  A  repetition  to-morrow  of  to-day's  fire 
will  make  the  fort  almost  a  ruin.  The  morttf 
fire  is  still  very  heavy  and  fiital,  and  no  importint 
work  can  be  done.  Is  it  desirable  to  sacrifice 
the  garrison?  To  continue  to  hold  it  is  to  do 
so.  Oaptain  Lee,  the  engineer,  has  read  this 
and  agrees.    Act  promptly  and  answer  at  once. 

L.  M.  Kedt, 


The  above  was  received  by  me  at  1.30  i-in 
September  sixth.  G.  T.  E 

ror  answer  of  General  commanding  see  No.  i. 

n.  jSy  eignal  from  Mnris  hUxi^ 

S.46  A.  M.,  8«pC6B^aA. 

Ocmtain  Nance,  A.  A,  O, : 

Incessant  fire  from  Yankee  mortar  and  Flvrott 
battery.  Oant  work  nmt)es— better  look  tfter 
tihem  promptly.  Had  Giirty  or  forty  soIdief« 
wounoed  in  an  attempt  to  work.  WiD  do  aD  I 
can,  but  fear  the  garrison  will  be  destroyed 
without  iniuring  the  enemy.  The  fieet  is  open- 
ing, but  I  hope  that  we  may  stand  till  tomight 

CoLom.  Kbit. 

nL  By  eigmd  firom  Marrie  MmdL 

iejOA.]l.,Septtmb«rflyL 

Ccmtam  Nanoe.  A.  A,  O. : 

Boats  must  be  at  Cummins*  Point  eariy  to- 
night, without  fail  GouuniL  KiDT* 
Official: 

K  KmABNT,  • 

A.A.A.G 
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Vf.  By  Hgnd  1o  OeUmd  L.  M,  KMy  oommoa^ 
mg  Morris  AkmeL 

OuMLmttntf  8o]>temb«r  0,  1868— 2.1ft  a.  m. 

Repsir  work  with  soldien  and  nsgroM  oir 
isfauKL  I  will  detenoakie  to-di^  what  measuMt 
to  adopt  No  aotion  should  be  taken  in  haste. 
Tib  too  late  to  act  thie  night 

G.  T.  BnAxmaoAMD, 
Officnal: 

£.  KSABMT, 

MonOB  fWLMSDt  September  6, 1868—8.16  p.  k. 

Crnktin  Nance: 

Will  beats  be  here  to-night  for  the  garrison! 
If  80,  at  what  time  t  And  if  our  saormce  be  of 
benefit,  I  am  ready ;  let  it  be  said  so,  and  I  will 
storm  the  enemy's  works  at  onoe,  or  lose  every 
man  here.  The  enenur  are  within  fifty  yards  of 
US,  and  before  day  dawns  we  shoma  assault 
him,  if  we  remain  here.  Answer  positively,  and 
at  once. 

Assistant  Engineer  Stiles  has  just  inspected 
the  fort    He  says  it  is  mitenable. 

L.  M.  KmT, 

Colonel,  oommandlDg. 
Official: 

W.  F.  Nancb, 

A.A.O. 
E.  KVARITT, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 

HBtwpfAWM  BATtm  W^OHM,  Baptomber  6|  186& 

Capknn  Nmce^  A,  A.  0„  Charieiton,  8.  C: 

Captaiic  :  The  enemy  will,  by  night,  advance 
tiieir  paraDel  to  the  most  of  this  Mttery.  The 
nrrison  must  be  taken  away  immediately  after 
dark,  or  wiD  be  destroyed  or  captured.  It  is 
idle  to  deny  that  the  heavy  Parrott  shell  have 
Iveaobed  the  walls  and  are  knocking  awav  the 
bomb-proofB.  Pl^y  have  boats  immediately 
after  dark  at  Gmnmins'  Point,  to  tske  away  the 
men.  I  say  detiberately  that  this  most  be  done, 
or  the  garrison  will  be  sacrificed.  I  am  sending 
the  wonnded  and  sick  now  to  Oommins'  Point 
and  win  continue  to  do  so,  if  possible,  nnfal  aU 
are  gone.  I  have  a  number  of  them  now  there. 
I  have  not*  in  the  garrison  four  hundred 
effective  men,  excluding  artiUery.  The  engineers 
agree  in  opinion  with  me,  or  rather  shape  my 
ophiion.    I  6han  say  no  more. 

L.  M.  Kbitt. 
E.  Kkasmt, 

A.  A.  A.  O. 

SPBOil.  ORDfiSS  DIBBCriNO  THE  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERHS  WAGNER  AND  ORfiOO. 

Wu3>qiOAsamM  DBRuenon  or  Sami  Camuka,) 

GMOBBUkf  AMD  FUMUIU,  V 

OoABumoN,  S.  C,  September  6, 186a  J 

Special  Ordm-a,  No.  176. 

Battery  Wagner,  Morris  Island,  being  no 
longer  tenable,  without  undue  loss  of  life,  and 
the  risk  of  final  GM)ture'  of  its  entire  garrison, 
the  position  and  .Battery  Gregg  will  be  evacu- 
ated as  Boon  as  practicable,  to  wliich  end  the 


CoUowiiig  arrangements  wiH  be  made  bj  the 
district  comniander : 

1.  Two  of  the  GonfSaderate  States  iros-dads 
shoiM  take  up  positions  near  Fort  Sumter,  with 
their  g^uns  bearuig  on  Oummins*  Pcnnt,  and  to 
the  eastward  of  it 

At  the  same  time  all  our  land  batteries  will  be 
h^  prepared  to  sweep  all  the  water  iiaces  ci 
Battery  Qr^g.  Transport  steamers  will  take 
positions  wittdn  the  harbor,  but  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable to  Cummins'  Point,  to  receive  the  men 
from  the  row-boats,  by  vHiich  the  embarkation 
will  be  effected  from  Morris  Island. 

As  many  row-boats  as  necessary,  or  which 
can  be  manned  by  efficient  oarsmen,  will  be  pro- 
vided and  kept  in  readiness  at  once,  to  proceed 
to  and  reach  Cummins*  Pointy  or  that  vicinity,  as 
soon  after  dark  as  magr  be  prudent  Having 
reached  the  beaoh  of  Morris  Island,  a  courier,  or 
a  relay  of  footmen,  will  be  dispatched  by  the 
naval  officer  in  chaise,  with  notice  of  the  fact  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  Battery  Wagner,  and 
of  the  exact  transport  capacitor  <»  the  boats.  A 
naval  officer,  with  proper  assistants,  will  have 
exchistve  charge  of  the  boats  and  of  their  move- 
ments. 

2.  The  commanding  offioer  of  Battery  Wag- 
ner having  made,  during  the  day,  all  arrange- 
ments for  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  tne 
work  and  armament,  and  when  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boats,  will  direct — first,  the  re- 
moval and  embarkation  of  all  wounded  men ; 
and,  thereafter,  according  to  the  capacity  of  the 
boats  at  hand,  wfll  withdraw  his  command,  by 
companies^  with  soldierly  silence  and  delibera- 
tion. Two  companies  will  remain  in  any  event 
to  preserve  a  snow  of  occupation  and  repair, 
ana  to  defend  from  assault  during  emba^ation ; 
and  it  is  strictly  enjoined  that  no  more  men  shall 
be  permitted  to  auit  the  work  and  go  to  the 
kaain^,  than  can  be  safelpr  embarked.  The  em- 
barkation will  be  supenntended  by  the  field 
officers,  or  regimental  and  battalion  commanders, 
who  will  halt  and  keep  their  respective  com- 
mands about  o«e  hundi^  (100)  yards  from  the 
boats,  divide  them  into  suitable  squads,  for 
assignment  to  Ae  boats,  in  exact  conformity 
with  the  directioiis  ci  the  naval  officers  in  charge 
of  embarkation,  and  then  superintend  the  dis- 
position oi  the  men  accordingly,  impressing  on 
all  the  vital  necessity  for  silence,  ooedience  to 
orders,  and  the  utmost  coolness. 

3.  The  companies  left  to  occupy  Battery  Wag- 
ner to  the  last,  will  be  under  tiie  charge  of  a 
firm  and  intelligent  field  officer,  who  will  not 
withdraw  his  command  until  atoured  there  is 
sufficient  trani^rtation  for  all  the  remaining 

m  of  the  island,  including  that  of  Battery 


4.  The  final  evacuation  wiH  depend  for  suc- 
cess, on  the  utmost  coolness  and  quiet  on  the 
part  of  everv  man.  At  least  two  officers, 
previously  selected,  will  be  left  to  light  the 
fuses,  ahready  arranged  and  timed  to  aoout  fif- 
teen minutes,  to  blow  up  the  magazine  and 
bomb-proof,  aJid  to  destroy  the  armament  in  the 
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maimer  already  indicated  in  special  instmotions 
from  district  headquarters.  Bmt  the  fuses  must 
not  be  set  on  fire  until  it  is  certain  liiat  there  is 
transportation  f(^  the  removal  of  all  the  garri- 
son, or  except  the  enemj  become  aware  of  the 
evacuation  and  are  evidently  abotit  to  storm  and 
enter  the  work.  The  men  must  be  embarked  with 
arms  loaded,  ready  to  rep^  an  attack  by  botii 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

5.  The  garrison  of  Battenr  Grecg  will  stand 
stanchhr  at  their  post  until  the  last  company 
from  &ttery  Wagner  shall  be  embarked.  It 
will  then  take  to  the  boats  with  silence  and  de- 
liberation, provision  having  been  duh^  made  at 
Battery  Wagner  for  the  destruction  of  the  work 
and  its  ordnance.  Both  explosions  shall  be  as 
nearly  simultaneous  as  possible,  and  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  evacuation  will  probablv 
be  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  high  duty  will 
be  to  apply  the  fire  to  the  fuses  at  Battery 
Waaner. 

The  garrison  of  Battery  Ghregg  will,  be  em- 
barked with  the  same  precautions  a^d  regula- 
tions as  prescribed  for  Battery  W^er. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  carry  Battery  Wag- 
ner immediately  after  the  garrison  shall  have 
evacuated,  or  in  any  way  the  explosion  of  the 
magazine  shall  be  prevented,  a  signal  of  three 
(3)  rockets,  discharged  in  rapid  succession,  shall 
be  made  from  Battery  Gregg,  when  the  naval 
vessels  in  position  and  om:  land  batteries  bearing 
on  Battery  Wagner  will  be  opened  with  a 
steady  fire  on  the  sight  of  that  work,  as  will  be 
likewise  done  immediately  after  an  explosion 
shaM  take  place,  and  this  fire  will  be  maintained 
slow^  durii^  the  night 

Bngadier-Oeneral  Kiplev  will  eive  such  addi- 
tional orders  as  will  be  calculated  to  secure  the 
suooessful  evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  or  to 
meet  emergencies.  He  will  confer  witii  Flag 
Ofi&cer  Ingraham,  and  procure  all  necessary  as- 
sistance. 

The  operation  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  ever 
attempted  in  war.  Coolness,  resolute  coulee, 
judgment  and  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  ofiScers ; 
obedience  to  orders  and  a  constant  sense  of  the 
necessity  for  silence  on  the  part  of  the  men,  are 
essential  for  complete  success  and  the  credit 
which  must  attach  to  those  who  achieve  it 

By  c(MBmand  of  G^ieral  Beauregard. 

TH(»fAS  JOBDAKj 

Cbief  of  StalL 

Official: 

John  M.  Otbt, 

A.  A.G. 

MEMORAKDUM  IN*  BEFEREKCE    TO    THE    REMOVAL  OF 
TROOPS  FROM  MORRIS  ISLAND. 

Headqcartbrs  DxPARTincrr^ 
Sons  Cabousa,  Gbobgia 
GHABunos,  September  6, 1 

Brtgadier-GenercU  R. .  8.  Ripleff,  commanding 
First  MUiJUxry  Districtj  Vhdrleslon,  8,  C: 
The  steamboats  to  take  position  near  the 
south  edge  of  the  channel,  and  about  midway 
between  Forts  Johnson  and  Sumter.  SmsOl 
boats  to  ply  between  steamers  and  Cummins' 
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Point ;  should  steamboats  be  driven  from  their 
position,  must  go  to  F(Mt  Johnson. 

f^st  trip  of  small  boats  to  take  off  the  nxk 
and  wounded  to  steamboats. 
'  First  (and  possibly  the  second)  trip  with 
troops,  to  be  landed  at  Sumter,  ttie  rest  at  steam- 
ers. If  the  steamboats  are  driven  away  by 
shot  and  shell,  then  at  Johnson. 

The  trips  to  be  continued  until  all  are  off  of 
Morris  Ismnd,  notwithstanding  the  shdHng  of 
the  enemy. 

The  troops  landed  at  Sumter  to  be  removed 
to  steamers  or  Fort  Johnson,  as  soon  as  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  from  Morris  Isbitd 
shall  have  been  finished. 

A  fast  boat  to  be  left  behind  for  the  doeen 
(about)  officers  who  are  to  blow  up  magarioes, 
burst  gims,  etc. 

Officers  in  Sumter  must  be  notified  of  the  in- 
tention to  land  troops  at  tiiat  work,  from  Morris 
Island. 

All  the  batteries  must  be  notified  of  Hub 
movement  of  small  boats  and  steamers  in  the 
harbor  to-night 

When  the  officers  left  at  Wagner  and  Greg 
to  explode  magazines,  &c.,  shall  have  got  smr 
ciently  &r  from  Cummins'  Point  for  our  batteries 
to  open  on  the  site  of  those  two  works,  those 
officers  will  set  off  from  their  boat  three  rockets, 
or  make  some  other  agreed  signal  to  notify  flie 
batteries  that  they  can  commence  firing. 

A  blue  light  at  Gregg  will  indicate  when  die 
ten^ninute  rases  in  Winner  are  to  be  lighted ; 
those  in  Gren^  are  not  to  be  lighted  until  the 
officers  frx)m  Wagner  have  reported. 

Troops  in  Warner  and  Gregg  wiU  march  at 
proper  times  to  Cummins'  Point  beach,  by  ooib- 
pames,  each  company  being  halted  about  oae 
hundred  yards  from  the  pos^on  of  the  boats; 
their  officers  wOl  then  send  them  by  sqaada 
equivalent  to  the  capacity  of  each  boat  deirtified 
to  receive  them.  AJl  t^e  men  must  have  theff 
arms  loaded  on  entering  the  boats  to  defend 
themselves  in  case  of  necessity. 

The  most  complete  silence  and  order  must  be 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  operation. 
G.  T.  Bsaubboabd, 


Official: 

A.  R.  CmsHoi 


Official: 


»lm, 
k.  D.  0. 


John  M.  Otbt, 

A.  A.  G, 

report  of  major  eiliotc 

Hbaoqcabbbh  FonSnsV}! 
Soptember  9,  IMS.    / 

C(wtainW.F,Nanee,A.A.O.: 

Captaik  :  I  have  the  honor  of  making  die  fol- 
lowing report : 

About  eight  o'clock,  yesterday,  the  Ironsides, 
and  Qve  monitors,  took  positions  dose  to  Soib* 
van's  Island,  and  engaged  Port  Moultrie,  sod  the 
batteries  on  that  island.  They  kept  ^^^^ 
severe  ^e  for  several  hours,  our  batteries  repQ 
ing  promptly. 
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Testerday  morning,  a  monitor  was  evidently 
aground  near  Morris  Island ;  on  reporting  liie 
feet.  Fort  Moohrie  opened  on  her,  bitting  her 
effectively  at  least  twice.  Her  deck  was  six 
feet  above  the  water-line,  leaviBg  her  sides  ex- 
posed. Shell  Point  battery  also  fired  on  her. 
It  is  to  be  r^retted  that  our  fire  was  not  more 
general  and  continnons.  At  high  water,  in  the 
afternoon,  she  got  off. 

In  the  engagement  of  tiie  fleet  with  Fort 
Moultrie,  ^e  monitors  were  frequently  stmok, 
and  Hie  Ironsides  had  her  deck  hit  twice,  one 
of  the  shots  tearingaway  a  large  portion  of  her 
upper  bulwarks.  She  lay  alongside  of  a  trans- 
port  all   the  afternoon,  evidently  midergoing 


a^ing  for  several  nights  expected  a  boat 
attack,  I  had  one-third  of  the  garrison  nnder 
arms  on  the  parapet,  and  the  remainder  so 
posted  as  to  reinforce  with  promptness. 

At  one  A.  M.,  this  morning,  I  saw  a  fleet  of 
barges  approaching  from  the  eastward.  I  or- 
dered the  fire  to  be  reserved  until  they  should 
arrive  within  a  few  yards  of  the  fort  The 
enemy  attempted  to  land  on'  the  south-eastern 
and  southern  faces.  He  was  received  by  a  well 
directed  fire  of  musketry,  and  by  hand-grenades, 
which  were  very  efiiBCtive  in  demoralizins;  him. 
Fragments  of  the  epaulement  were  also  &rown 
down  upon  htm.  The  crews  near  the  shore 
sought  refuge  in  the  recesses  of  the  foot  of  the 
scarp ;  those  farther  of,  in  flight  The  repulse 
was  decided,  and  the  aMauit  was  hot  renewed, 
ffis  force  is  reported  to  have  been  four  hundred 
men,  but  it  is  bdieved  to  have  been  much 
larger.  IBs  loss  is  four  men  killed;  two  offi- 
cers and  seventeen  men  wounded,  and  ten  offl- 
oers  and  ninetv-two  men  captured.  We  secured 
five  stands  of  colors  and  five  barges;  others 
were  disabled,  and  drifted  off.  One  gunboat,  and 
Fort  Johnson,  and  the  Sullivan's  Islsmd  batteries 
enfiladed  our  faces,  and  contributed  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  tiie  assault  Many  of  the  shots 
struck  the  fort  Tke  earrison,  consisting  of  liie 
Charfeston  battalion,  behaved  admirably.  All 
pi'aise  is  due  to  Major  Blake,  iiis  officers  and 
men,  for  the  promptness  and  gallantry  displayed 
in  the  defence. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stefhbn  Elliott,  Jr., 
Mqjor  jlrtlllery,  P.  A.  a  S. ,  comnmnrttng. 


Doc.  46. 
THE  SBBaS  OF  YICKSBUBG,  MISSI8SIPPL 

UXCTQIAIIT-OEXEBAL  PEMBEBION'S  REPOBT 

Aogwt  Sd,  1868.        ; 

OeneraiS.  Oooper,  A,  and  I.  O.,  Richmond,  Va, : 
Gbxekal  :  At  the  earliest  moment  compatible 
with  the  performance  of  other  and  very  press- 
ing duties,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  ol  the  troops 


of  the  Department  of  Missnsippi  and  East 
Louisiana,  preceding  and  during  the  siege  re- 
sulting in  the  capitulation  of  "Vicksburg.  The 
enemy,  after  long  continued  and  strenuous  efforts 
to  reach  the  ri«it  flank  of  Yioksburg  by  forc- 
ing a  passage  nurou^h  the  upper  Yazoo  River, 
fiirally  reHnquisbed  his  desigiL  and  on  the  nieht 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  April,  re-embarked  his 
troops,  and  befbre  da^^htwas  in  nmid  retreat. 
About  the  same  time  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
which  had  been  collected  at  Baton  Rouge,  was 
mostly  withdrawn,  and  transferred  to  Western 
Louisiana,  leaving  but  one  division  to  occupv 
that  place.  After  oontultation  by  telegraph 
with  Major-General  Gardner,  commanding  Port 
Hudson  and  the  Tliird  military  district,  deem- 
ing the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson  more  than 
stiiSoient  under  existing  oiroumstances,  and  to 
save  supplies  at  a  point  so  difficult  to  provide 
— the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  being 
then  obstructed  to  us,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  River,  fhnn  whence  large  quantities  of 
subsistence  stores  were  drawn,  neing  blodcaded 
by  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats — ^I  ordered 
Rust's  brigade  and  two  regiments,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Buford,  to  proceed  inmiediately  to 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  with  the  then  view  of 
employing  them  against  raids  of  the  enemy  in 
Northern  Mississippi,  mjr  great  deficiency  in 
cavalry  leaving  that  portion  of  tiie  department 
almost  without  protection. 

About  the  eleventh  March,  fearing  that  the 
enemy  might  succeed  in  opening  a  canal,  pnto- 
ticable  for  the  passage  of  transports  across  the 
peninsula  opposite  Yioksburg,  I  deemed  it 
necessarv  to  occupy  Gkand  GKilf,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  and  assigned  Brigadier- 
General  Jno.  &  Bowen,  with  h»  Missouri 
brigade,  to  that  point,  witti  instructions  to  con- 
struct batteries  for  the  protection  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Black,  and  as  a  secondaiy  obstacle  to 
the  navigation  of  the'Mississipp  iRiver.  Gren- 
«ral  Bowen  was  also  directed  to  look  well  to  the 
approaches  by  the  Bayou  Pierre,  fie  subse- 
quentiy  informed  me  that  he  had  prepared  for 
tiie  defence  on  both  sides  of  tl^e  Bayou.  On  the 
twenty-second,  five  heavy  guns  were  mounted 
and  ready  for  service ;  two  uf  these  were  re- 
moved from  the  batteries  at  Yioksburg,  and  three 
intended  for  gunboats  being  built  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  were  detained  by  my 
order,  it  being  impracticable  to  obtain  them  else- 
where. At  the  same  time  the  enemv  commenced 
his  movement  to  reach  Yioksburg  by  the  Hush- 
puccana  and  Deer  Creek ;  another  expedition  was 
also  attempted  through  Steel's  Bayou,  via  Roll- 
ing Fork  and  the  Sunflower,  the  object  of  both 
being  to  enter  the  Yazoo  River,  above  Havnes 
Bluff;  in  these  designs  he  was  completely 
baffled.  Muiy  of  our  smaller  boats,  which  were 
also  fitted  for  the  navigation  of  these  streams, 
and  which  were  employed  in  the  tranportation 
of  supplies  fbr  Yioksburg,  were  necessarily 
diverted  from  this  purpose  to  transport  troops 
to  meet  and  repel  these  expeditions.  The  same 
interruption  in  the  transportation  of  supplies 
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was  also  of  constant  oconrrenoe  dnnng  tiie  pro- 
traoted  expedition  yia  the  Taaoo  Pass. 

On  the  seventii  of  April  I  received  a  tdegram 
from  the  Premdmt,  inqoiring  as  to  tlie  practi- 
cability of  smidine  rerof<»:cement8  to  Gheneral 
Bragg,  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and  directing  me 
to  send  them  if  existing  ciroamstanoes  in  the 
demoiment  wonld  admit  of  it 

On  the  same  day  I  informed  the  President  br 
telegram,  that  in  mj  judgment  it  was  not  saK 
to  diminish  the  forces  in  tnis  department  at  that 
time.  On  the  ninth  of  Amril  I  telegraphed 
General  8.  Cooper,  A.  and  L  G.,  as  foUows: 
^  I  am  confident  that  k/w  reinforcements,  if  any, 
have  been  sent  to  Rosecrans  from  Grant;  no 
troops  whatever  are  reported  to  have  gone 
above  the  month  of  the  Taioo  Pass.  I  endeavor 
to  keep  General  Johnstsn  advised  of  any  move- 
ment which  may  aiact  his  army.  The  enemy 
is  constancy  in  motion  in  all  directions ;  he 
appears  now  to  be  particnlary  encaged  with 
Deer  Greek,  by  land  from  GroenviUe.  I  have 
forces  there  io  meet  him.  It  is  reported,  bnt 
not  yet  confirmed,  that  a  movement  nnder 
MoC^mand,  in  laige  force  by  land,  is  in  pro- 
gress west  of  the  nver  and  southward ;  I  donbt 
it  My  operations  west  of  the  Mississippi  mnst 
greatiy  depend  on  the  movement  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats.  I  have  several  regiments  now  near 
New  Car&age.  I  will  inform  yon  promptly  of 
anything  important,  and  if  I  ascertain  th&t  part 
of  Grant's  anny  is  reinforcing  Rosecrans,  will 
dispatch  troops  to  General  J(Smston  as  rapidfy 
asnossible.'* 

On  the  eleventii  of  April,  I  again  telegraphed 
General  Cooper,  A.  and  L  G.,  and  General  J.  £. 
Johnston,  atTullahoma,  as  follows:  ^A  scont 
from  Anstin  reports  that  forfy  transports,  loa<^ 
down,  bnt  without  troops,  passed  np  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  on  the  third  and  fourth  instant"* 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers  reports  that  EUetf  s 
marine  brinide  passed  up  the  Mississippi  on  the 
seventh.  The  same  evening,  three  gunboats 
and  nineteen  transports,  loaded  with  troops, 
passed  up-— the  last  ten  boats  tnm  Tallahatchie, 
twenty  miles  up  Cold  Water,  on  Wednesday, 
going  up.  I  think  that  most  of  Grant's  forces 
are  being  witii<kawn  to  Memphis." 

On  the  same  day  I  again  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  as  follows :  **  The  foflowing  report  just 
received :  Scout  Kemp  reports : '  Near  Bfhalia  on 
the  tenth ;  the  enemy  is  strengthening  his  enard 
on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Twelve  thousand  troops  passed  Memphis  going 
up  the  river,  on  the  seven^.  The  same  day, 
fiftv  pieces  of  artiHeffy  were  landed  at  Memphb, 
and  teken  to  the  Memphis  and  Ohaiieston  depot 
Ptot  of  Grant's  army  reported  to  be  going  to 
Corinth,  and  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Mall- 
road^the  baknoe  to  reinfcntje  Roseovans.'  Law- 
son  reports,  near  Memphis,  ten&:  *  Marine 
brigade  gone  up  Cumberiuid  River ;  also,  four- 
teen tranaportB  and  two  gunboats  passed  np  the 
river  on  the  night  of  Ae  seventh.  A  corps  of 
engineers  reached  Memphis  from  below.' "  Act- 
ing on  these  and  other  corroborating  reports,  I 


said  to  General  Jolmston,  in  dosing  my  dis- 
patch :  "  I  am  collecting  troops  here,  and  can 
aead  yom  four  thousand  (4,000)  at  once,  if  abso- 
lutelv  necessary ;"  and,  aocordin^y,  the  brigades 
of  Gmerals  Tikjjhman,  Bast,  and  Boford,  were, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  ^aeed  under  orders 
to  move  with  dispatch  to  TuUahoma,  while 
Genend  Yaagfan^s  brigade,  of  East  Tenpesseana, 
was  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at 
short  notice.  Major  L.  Mima,  Chief  Quarter- 
master, was  instructed  to  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation  as  ^eedUy  as  possible ;  and  the 
following  dispatch,  dated  April  twelfth,  wu 
transmitted  to  General  Johnston :  **  I  will  for- 
ward troops  to  you  as  fast  as  transportation  can 
be  furnished,  about  eight  thousand  men.  Am 
satisfied  Rosecrans  will  be  reinforced  from 
Grant's  army.  Shall  I  order  troops  U>  Tdla^ 
homa?"  On  the  fifteenth  April,  statement! 
made  by  persons  just  out  of  Menq»his,  of  wfaidi 
I  was  notified  by  telegraph,  indicated  that  the 
retrograde  movement  from  Vidcsbuig  was  prob- 
ably a  ruse,  and  that  an  ear\y  attadc  might  be 
expected  on  that  place ;  and  on  the  sixteenth,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  thus:  "I-oan 
send  ^ou  only  two  brigades ;  the  latest  infonDa- 
tion  induces  the  belief  that  no  large  part  of 
Grant's  armv  will  be  removed.''  Ota  the  nae 
day  General  Stevenson  was  direeted  to  delaj 
the  movement  of  Vaoghn's  brimde ;  and  on 
the  seventeenth  Mi^r  MisM,  Xjbdai  Quarter- 
master, was  instructed  that  no  more  troopt 
would  be  forwarded  in  the  directioa  of  Talk- 
homa  until  fortiier  orders. 

General  Tilghman's  was  held  in  pontion  he- 
tween  Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  aod 
on  the  same  day  the  following  telegrua  was 
dispBktched  to  General  Cooper,  A.  and  L  6.: 
"  General  Stevenson  reports  that  eiebt  boats  it* 
tempted  to  pass  Viokabuig  last  night;  &wq  eoo- 
ceeded  in  passing,  one  was  burned  and  rank, 
and  two  disableo.  Greneral  Chalmers  rq^orts 
sixty-four  steamers  left  Memphis  on  the  i^ 
teenth  instant,  loaded  with  troops  and  negroes, 
apparently  with  intention  of  making  an  asBsak 
on  Yicksbure.  The  enemy  has  nine  (9)  boats 
between  Y ioKsbuig  and  Port  Hudson.  I  sanaot 
send  any  more  troops,  and  think  that  those  on 
the  way  to  General  Johnston  should  come  badE." 

General  Bowen,  at  Grand  Gtdf  was  immedi- 
ately advised  of  the  passage  of  the  boats  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  dispel,  and  iiratnicted 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from*  the  LoaisiaDa 
shore,  at  the  first  ftivorable  opportunify ;  he 
wa6  also  immediate  reinforced  by  the  8ix& 
Mississippi  regiment  and  First  Confederate  bat- 
tsiion, and  a  field  battery.  Onlbe  wMdaytbe 
following  telegram  was  dispatdied  to  General 
Johnston.  •*  The  troops  sent  you  were  taken 
from  Port  Hudson ;  a  brigade  «nder  Brigadier- 
Genera!  Buford,  aggregate  present  four  thoo- 
sand  and  soty-five.  Thd  enem  has  nine  boats 
between  Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  He  has 
land  (orceB  at  New  Carthage,  from  Grant's  am^, 
and  can  reinforce  them  to  ai^  extent;  heoao 
use  his  nine  hoAta  to  cross  his  taroopa  to  this 
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Bide.  The  Arrival  of  Gentfftl  Lorenzo  Thones 
has  changed  the  enemy's  plana,  or  his  move- 
ment tip  ne  river  was  a  msa.  I  ought  to  have 
hai^  Mford's  brigade;  oertain^  no  more 
troops  should  leave  this  deaartment.  A  dis- 
pstdi  &om  Brigsdier^QeBenl  Ghahnera,  yea^ 
day,  saya,  aixt^onr  beato  left  Memphis  ainoe 
Thnradsv,  loaded  with  addiers  and  negroes, 
oetenaiMy  to  asaanlt  Tiokabnrg.  The  rtft  on 
the  Taaoo,  at  Snyder'a  Mflls,  haa  given  way,  and 
is  entirely  destroyed ;  I  am,  theraoie.  oempelled 
to  straoi^en  the  batteries  there  at  toe  expense 
of  Vidcsbiiig.  General  Stevenson  reporta  that 
eight  boots  passed  the  bend  last  ni^t ;  one  was 
burned  and  two  disabled ;  apparently,  the  other 
five  escMped  nsasimred.  InoieatioBa  of  an  at- 
tack on  V  iolEibarg  are  so  strong,  that  I  am  not 
wamcnted  in  sending  any  more  troops  ft^an  this 
deparimni."  Frosa  inloraMtion  received  after 
this  dispatdi  waa  sent,  I  learned  that  eight 
of  the  enemy's  most  ibrmidaUe  gunboata,  be- 
sides hia  tranqBorte  and  barges,  sncoeeded  in 
passing  safely  en  the  sixteenth. 

I  toSnd  it  a  very  di£Sc«lt  matt^  to  obtain  the 
necessary  hwwsers  and  chains  for  the  raft  in 
tiie  Taaoo,  but  it  was  speedily  replaced  uad&r  the 
active  and  energetio  supervision  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Weldon.  My  request  for  the  return  of  the 
troops  forwarded  to  Middle  Tennessee  to  re- 
infoToe  G^eneral  Bragg,  was  immediately  com- 
plied wil^.  A  portion  of  them,  however,  had 
reached  Qiattanoogs ;  the  remainder  wiere  halted 
by  telegraph  at  various  points  on  the  route,  and 
the  whole  were  restorea  to  this  department  as 
soon  ss  was  praotieable. 

The  enemy's  vessels  sf  war  ooowpying  the 
river  between  Viokaburg  and  Grand  Gmf,  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  operate  effectually  in 
the  Trans-Mismssippi  Department,  to  prevent 
the  advance  of  ^e  enemy  to  the  west  bank  of 
the  river. 

On  the  seventeenth  Aioril,  therefore,  I  addressed 
tiie  foMowing  telegraphic  communication  to  Qap- 
tain  £.  PoweH,  A.  Q.  M,  at  Natdies :  "  Forward 
the  following  to  laeutenant^Genead  Smith,  m* 
Mi^-General  Taylor,  viz. :  '  For  the  want  of 
the  necessary  transportation,  I  cannet  operate 
effectQBlly  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river ;  tiie 
enemy  is  now  in  force  at  New  Oarthage  and 
Richmond.  I  be|^ye«r  attention  to  this.' ^  Cap- 
tain Powell  notified  me  at  once  that  this  dis- 
patch had  been  forwarded  by  courier. 

On  the  e^hteenth,  I  addsessed  a  seoond  eom- 
munieation,  through  the  same  medium,  as  fol- 
loirs:  *"  liemtenani-General  Smith,  or  Major- 
General  Taylor :  The  enemy  are  cutting  a  passage 
from  near  Youngs  Point  to  Ba^u  Vidal»to  reaih 
the  Mississipipi  Biver,  nesr  New  Carthage; 
without  cooperation  it  is  impossible  to  oppose 
him.  Inform  me  what,  aotian  yon  inteaa  to 
take."  To  these  oommunioatieBs,  and  to  a  snb- 
seqnent  one  of  twenty-second  April,  I  received 
no  reply,  until  after  &e  oapitnlation  of  ViolBi- 
buTg,  when  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
that  of  Uie  twenly-secona,  dated  May  thirtieth, 
reached  me. 


On  the  nineteenth,  reports  of  raids  in  Northern 
Mississippi,  from  several  points  in  Tennessee, 
reached  me.  All  the  available  cavahry  north  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  at  once  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Brigadier-Generals  Buggies  and 
Chahners,  commanding  respectivoly  the  First 
and  Fifth  military  districts,  which  embraced  all 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ; 
and  both  were  notified  of  the  expected  raids. 
Two  companies  of  cavalry  of  "Waul's  Legion* 
alone  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brisadicr-Gen- 
eral  Barton,  at  Warrenton.  One  of  ibe  maraud- 
ing expeditions,  under  Colonel  Grierson,  which 
crossed  the  Tallahatchie  River  at  New  Albany, 
succeeded  in  passing  directly  through  the  State, 
and  eventually  joined  General  Banks'  forces  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  So  great  was  the  con- 
sternation created  by  this  raid,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  reliaUe  information  of 
the  enemv*B  movements,  rumor  placing  him  in 
various  places  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  twentieth,  I  addressed  the  following 
telegram  to  General  Johnston:  ''Can  you  not 
make  a  heavv  demonstration  with  cavsJry  on 
the  Tallahatchie,  towards  Abbeville,  if  only  for 
fifty  miles  ?  The  enen^  are  endeavoring  to  com- 
pel a  diversion  of  my  troops  to  Northern  Missis- 
sippi.'* The  same  day  the  following  communi- 
cation was  addressea  to  General  Johnston  in 
response  to  one  from  him,  asking  if  I  could  not 
send  reinforcements  to  the  assistance  of  CoWel 
Roddy :  "  I  have  not  sufficient  force  to  give  any 
efficient  assistance  to  Colonel  Roddy.  The  ene- 
my are  advancing  from  Memphis,  via  Hernando ; 
from  Grand  Junction  and  LaGrange,  via  Holly 
Springs  and  Salem,  and  from  Corinth,  via  New 
Alba^.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  but  a  feeble 
cavalrv  force ;  but  I  shall  certainly  give  you  all 
the  aid  I  can.  I  have  literaUv  no  cavalry  from 
Grand  Gulf  to  Yazoo  City,  while  the  enemy  is 
threatening  to  pass  the  river  between  Viclu- 
bnrg  and  Grana  Gulf,  having  now  twelve  (12) 
vessels  below  the  former  place.  A  gunboat 
and  one  transport  passed  Austin  on  the  eight- 
eenth, having  in  tow  fifteen  flat-boats  or  pon- 
toons, with  twenty-five  skififs  on  them.  Another 
transport  passed  Austin  on  the  nineteenth,  tow- 
ing sixteen  flats  or  pontoons.'* 

Brigadier-General  Buggies  was  directed  to 
send  all  his  avail^le  cavalry,  both  Confederate 
and  State,  at  once  towards  Corinth,  as  a  diversion 
in  iavor  of  Colonel  Roddy,  General  Johnston 
having  informed  me  that  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  from  Corinth  was  in  front  of  Roddy  at 
Toscumbia,  and  desiring  me,  if  possible,  to  send 
aid  to  the  latter.  Having  no  available  cavalry 
to  meet  the  raid  of  Grierson,  which  waa  ravag- 
ing the-  northern  portion  of  the  State,  I  endeav- 
ored to  esuploy  a  portion  of  Boford  s  brigade 
dnfantry),  then  returning;  to  the  departmentand 
aireoted  the  conmiandmg  officer  of  the  First 
regiment,  on  his  arrival  at  Meridian,  to  remain 
until  further  orders,  to  protect  the  most  impor- 
tant points  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  thereby  succeeded  in  saving  the  valuable 
property,  machinery,  &c.,  at  Enterprise,  upon 
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which  town  the  enem]^  advanced  and  demanded 
its  snrrender ;  but  Major-General  Loring  having 
reached  there  with  a  sufficient  force  of  tnfiuitry 
in  time,  their  object  was  frostrated.  The  enemy 
had  previously  succeeded  in  destroyingseveral 
miles  of  the  track  of  the  Southern  Railroad 
west  of  Chunky  River,  which  for  more  than 
a  week  greatly  delayed  the  transportation  of 
.troops,  and  entirely  prevented  that  of  supplies 

SKcept  by  wagons)  from  our  depots  on  the 
obile  and  Ohio  RaOroad. 

To  meet  these  raids,  as  fieur  as  possible,  Mafor- 
General  Loring  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  then  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road ;  he  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  line  of 
the  road  for  any  ^eat  distance ;  to  keep  in  tele- 
graphic communication  with  me,  and  constantly 
to  advise  me  of  his  position ;  and  that,  opera- 
tions on  that  line  being  minor  in  importance  to 
those  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  his  troops 
must  be  so  disposed  as  to  enable  him  to  move 
them  in  that  direction  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  same  day  the  following  communication  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston  at  TuUahoma : 
**  Heavy  raids  are  making  from  Tennessee  deep 
into  this  State ;  one  is  reported  now  at  Stark- 
viUe,  thirty  (30)  miles  west  of  Columbus.  Cav- 
alry is  indispensable  to  meet  these  expeditions ; 
the  little  I  have  is  in  the  field  there,  but  totally 
inadequate.  Could  vou  not  make  a  demonstra- 
tion with  a  cavalry  torce  on  their  rear  f 

Another  expemtion  having  been  reported 
moving  across  the  country  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  Pontotoc,  Brigadier-General  Fea- 
therston,  then  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  on 
the  Yazoo,  was  ordered  to  move  without  delay 
toward  Duck  Hill,  or  Winona,  and  General 
Til^hman,  then  at  Canton,  was  directed  to  hold 
trams  in  readiness  to  move  to  Winona  at  a 
moment's  notice.  This  became  more  necesaaxy 
as  a  heavy  column  of  in&ntry,  as  well  as  cav- 
alry, was  reported  moving  from  Memphis,  with 
the  supposed  view  of  taking  possession  of  Gre- 
nada. The  same  day  the  foUowing  communica- 
tion was  telegraphed  to  General  Cboper,  A.  and 
L  G. :  "I  have  so  little  cavalry  that  1  am  com- 
pelled to  direct  a  portion  of  my  infbntry  to  meet 
raids  in  Northern  Mississippi.  Jf  any  troops 
can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  dejMurtments 
I  think  they  should  be  sent  here.*'  Every  efibrt 
was  made  by  me  to  provide  cavalry  to  arrest 
Grierson's  raid,  also  to  accumulate  a  force  for 
^operations  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  and 
Gfrand  GuUl 

Thinking  it  quite  as  probable  that  Grierson 
would  return  by  the  route  on  which  he  was 
advancing  as  that  he  would  continue  his  prog^ 
ress  southward,  ou  the  twenty-fourth  Briga- 
dier-General Chalmers,  at  Fanok,  was  directed 
to  move  with  all  his  cavalry  and  light  artillery, 
via  Oxford,  to  Okolona,  to  intercept  the  force  of 
the  enemy  then  at  Newton  Station,  on  the  South- 
em  Railroad.  Captain  Henderson,  commanding 
special  scouts  at  Grenada,  %vas  also  instructed  to 
send  couriers  to  Generals  Loring,  Bufwrd,  and 
Ruggles,  notifying  those  officers  l>y  tel^rams 


from  the  nearest  telegraph  office,  and  advisme 
each  station  on  the  road  that  the  eooaiy  had 
reached  Newton,  on  the  Southern  road. 

A  force  was  also  ordered  to  proceed  from 
Jackson  to  Forrest  or  Lake  Station,  or  to  such 
other  points  as  circnmstaaces  might  render 
neoessazy.  MaJor-G«ieral  Gazdner,  ai  P(»i 
Hudson,  was  notified  that  the  en«ny  bad 
reached  the  Southern  Railroad;  that  it  was 
probdt)le  be  would  endeavor  to  form  a  jimo- 
tion  witi)  Banks  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  was  in- 
structed to  send  all  his  disposable  cavalry  to 
intercept  him.  Briffadier-Gi^eral  Fea&eratoDe, 
witii  his  brigade,  £en  at,  or  6»  route  for,  Win- 
ona, was  ordered  to  move  to.Grenada,  if  there 
was  any  i^proaoh  of  the  ebemy  (as  was  re> 
ported)  from  the  north  on  that  pboe,  unless  he 
was  idso  threatened  bv  an  advance  from  ^ 
east  As.it  was  possible  that  Grierson's  forces 
might  return  by  Jackson,  such  arrangements  as 
my  means  allowed  were  made  to  defend  the 
capital  of  the  State.  Brigadier-General  Tilgh- 
man,  then  at  Canton,  was  anthorized  to  mount 
one  of  his  regimente  at  that  frfaoe,  by  the  im- 
pressment of  horses,  or  otherwise,  and  iamt- 
diate  steps  were  taken  to  mount  the  Twentiedi 
Mississippi  and  a  detadiment  of  tiie  Fourteenth 
Mississippi,  both  of  these  regiments  being  at 
the  time  on  duty  in  Jackson.  Similar  suthoritf 
was  given  to  General  Loring,  then  on  the  Mo- 
bile fmd  Ohio  Railroad,  to  mount  what  Ibroe  he 
could  on  that  line.  In  the  in^ifessment  of 
horses  and  their  necessary  equipments.  Major 
L.  Mims,  Chief  Quartermaster,  was  materufiy 
aided  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  d  1C§- 
sissippi,  who  was  also  earnestly  advised  to 
mount,  by  the  same  process,  a  portion  of  tiie 
tiie  State  troops  in  Northern  MississippL 

All  the  cavahy  I  could  thus  odleot  south  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  placed  under  ti» 
orders  of  Colonel  R.  V.  Ridiardson^  untfl  he 
should  &U  in  with  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
was  then  directed  to  assume  conunand  and 
direct  the  movements  of  the  whc^e.  On  the 
twenty-eighth,  it  was  ascertained  that  Grierson 
was  continuing  his  movement  south  of  Ha^ 
hurst,  tuid  not  towards  Grand  GuU,  or  the  Big 
Black  Bridge.  Ookmel  Adams  was  direeted  to 
follow  him  up  and  ambuscade  him  if  posasible. 
These  instructions  were  carried  out  as  te  ae 
practicable,  and  resulted  in  a  smart  sldnDish 
near  Union  CSiurch ;  Colonel  Adams'  force,  how- 
ever, was  too  weak  to  efifeot  anything  immx- 
tant  Grierson,  after  soiering  oonsideniMe  Iobs, 
bv  an  ambuscade  further  soirai,  which  was  wefl 
dunned  and  executed  by  a  cavalry  force  from 
Major-GenenJ  Gardner's  command^  eventoaQr 
succeeded  in  joining  General  Baurn'  army  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

I  have  be^  ^us  ciroumstmotial  in  recittn£ 
the  incidents  connected  with  this  celebrated 
raid,  that  I  mi^t  dearly  demonstrate  the  great 
deficiency,  I  may  almost  say  ihe  absence  of 
cavalry  in  mv  d^Nfftmeot,  and  the  absdate  im- 

Sossibility  of  protecting  my  oommunicatioDa, 
epots,  and  even  my  most  vital  positions  with- 
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out  it ;  and  further  to  show  tbat  consequent  upon 
this  want  of  cavalry,  I  was  compelled  to  employ 
in&ntry,  and  thus  weaken  my  force  in  that  arm 
at  other  important  points.  I  wrote  to  Greneral 
Johnston  on  March  twenty-fifth,  urgently  re- 
questing that  the  division  of  cavaLry  under 
Major-General  Van  Dom,  which  had  been  sent 
to  the  Army  of  Tennessee  for  special  and  tem- 
porary purposes,  might  be  returned  to  me. 
Under  date  of  Tullahoma,  April  third,  Colonel  B. 
S.  Ewell,  A.  A.  G.,  replied  to  my  request  and 
from  that  reply  I  make  the  following  extract : 
**  In  the  present  aspect  of  afibirs,  (General  Van 
Dom's  cavalry  is  much  more  needed  in  this  depart- 
ment than  in  that  of  Mississippi  and  East  Loui- 
siaim,  and  cannot  be  sent  back  as  long  as  this 
state  of  things  exists.  You  have  now  in  your 
department  five  brigades  of  the  troops  you  most 
require,  viz.,  infantry,  belonging  to  me  Army  of 
Tennesee.  This  is  more  than  a  compensation 
for  the  absence  of  General  Van  Dom's  cavdry 
command." 

I  win  terminate  this  subject  with  the  fbllow- 
ing  telegram  addressed  to  General  Johnston,  at 
Tullahoma,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  April : 

**  However  necessary  cavalry  may  be  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  it  is  indispensable  for  me 
to  maintain  my  communications.  The  enemy 
are  to  day  at  Hazlehurst,  on  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Railroad.  I  cannot  defend  every 
station  on  the  roads  with  infantry.  I  am  com- 
pelled to  bring  cavalry  here  from  Northern  Mis- 
sissippi, and  uus  the  whole  of  that  section  of 
the  State  is  left  open ;  further,  these  raids  en- 
danger m^;  vital  positions." 

When  it  seemed  probable  that  the  enemy 
would  succeed  in  opening  a  navigable  canal 
across  the  peninsula  opposite  Vicksburg,  and 
thus  to  a  great  extent  avoid  the  batteries  estab- 
lished there,  I  directed  that  Grand  Gulf  should 
be  occupied,  and  as  manv  heavy  guns  placed  in 
position  as  could  be  witnout  too  much  weaken- 
ing the  defences  of  Vicksburg. 

Believing  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  de- 
manded it,  I  assumed  tiie  responsibility  of  de- 
taining three  heavy  guns  en  route  for  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  withdrew  two 
others  from  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  Insuf- 
ficient as  I  knew  this  battery  to  be,  it  was  the 
heaviest  I  could  place  there.  Fort  Pemberton, 
on  the  Tallahatchie,  then  occupied  our  attention ; 
the  enemy  in  large  force  by  land  and  water, 
was  exerting  all  his  enej^ies  against  the  posi- 
tion with  the  view  of  turning  the  right  flank  of 
Vicksburg,  and  every  avaikble  gun  was  re- 
quired for  its  defence.  This  necessity  con- 
tinued to  exist  until  the  fall  of  the  rivers  ren- 
dered an  approach  by  water  impracticable. 
Grand  Gulf  was  not  selected  as  a  position  for 
land  defence,  but  for  the  protection  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  and  also  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure  against  tiio  passage  of  trans- 
ports, should  the  canal  before  referred  to  prove 
a  success,  which  then  seemed  highly  probable. 

The  necessary  works  were,  nowever,  con- 
structed, under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
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eral  Bowen,  to  defend  the  batteries  against  an 
assault  from  the  river  front,  and  against  a  direct 
attack  from  or  across  Big  Black.  When,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  succeeded  in  passing  sufficient 
transports  to  cross  his  troops  from  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  below  Grand  Gulf — there  being  a 
practicable  route  by  which  to  move  his  Iwid 
forces  from  above  Vicksburg  to  a  point  nearlv 
opposite  Bruinsburg — the  position  of  Grand  Gulf 
itself  lost  most  of  its  value ;  but  so  great  were 
his  facilities  of  transportation,  and  so  rapid  his 
movements,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  with- 
draw the  heavy  gxms.  The  only  means  of  sub- 
sieting  an  army  south  of  Big  black,  are  from 
Vicksburg  or  Jackson ;  the  former  requiring  a 
transportation  by  dirt  road  of  forty,  and  the 
latter  of  fifty-five  miles,  in  addition  to  that  by 
rail  Without  cavalry  I  could  not  have  pro- 
tected my  own  communications,  much  less  have 
out  those  of  the  enemy. 

To  have  marched  an  army  across  Big  Black 
of  sufficient  stren^  to  warrant  a  reasonable 
hope  of  suocessfuUy  encountering  his  very  su- 
perior forces,  would  have  stripped  Vicksburg 
and  its  essential  flank  defences  of  their  garrisons, 
and  the  city  itself  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey 
into  the  eager  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded,  on  the  night  of 
April  sixteenth  (as  heretofore  related),  in  pass- 
ing the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  with  a  number  of 
his  gunboats  and  transports,  and  the  report  of  a 
heavy  movement  ^southward  on  the  Louisiana 
shore  being  fully  confirmed,  I  immediately  made 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  more  perfectly 
guarding  idl  points  between  Vicksburg  and  Grand 
Gulf,  and  reinforced  Brigadier-General  Bowen 
with  Green's  brigade,  the  Sixth  Mississippi  reg- 
iment, l^e  First  Confederate  battalion,  and  a 
battery  of  field  artillery.  Other  troops  were 
collected  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  between 
Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  get  the  troops  that  were  being 
returned  from  Middle  Tennessee  into  such  posi- 
tions that  they  could  be  readily  moved  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

Maior-General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  place 
five  thousand  men  in  easy  supporting  distance 
of  Warrenton,  in  addition  to  the  brigade  already 
there.  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer,  was 
sent  to  Grand  Gulf.  On  the  twenty-second  I  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  Lieutenant^eneral 
E.  K.  Smith,  acknowledg^g  the  receipt  of  one 
from  him  of  the  fifteenth,  asking. my  coopera- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
stating  my  inability  to  do  so  because  of  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  in  the  river,  and  from  want  of 
transportation,  and  again  asking  his  co-operation 
m  front  of  Grand  Gi3f  and  New  Carthage.  The 
following  telegram  was  addressed  to  Major- 
General  Stevenson  on  tiie  twenty-third :  "  I  con- 
sider« it  essential  that  communications,  at  least 
for  infantry,  should  be  made  by  the  shortest 
practicable  route  to  Grand  Gulf.  The  indica- 
tions now  are  that  the  attack  will  not  be  made 
on  your  front  or  right,  and  all  troops  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  hold  the  works  at  Vicksburg 
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should  be  held  as  a  movable  force  for  either 
Warrenton  or  Grand  Giilf." 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Brigadier-General  Bowen 
telegraphed  that  ''  transports  and  barges  loaded 
dowa  wiUi  troops  are  landing  at  Ham  Tinies, 
on  the  west  bsmk.**  I  immcNdiatelj  replied  as 
foUows :  **  Have  yon  force  enough  to  hold  your 
position?  If  not,  give  me  the  smallest  addi- 
tional number  with  which  you  can.  My  small 
cavalry  force  necessitates  the  use  of  infiwtry  to 
protect  important  points."  Major-General  Lorin^, 
then  at  Meridian,  was  ordered  to  send  two  of  has 
regiments  across  the  break  on  the  Southern 
Railroad,  near  Chunky  River,  and  Colonels  Far- 
rell  and  Reynolds,  who  were  west  of  the  break, 
were  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  Jack- 
son. Major-General  Buckner,  commanding  at 
Mobile,  was  notified  that  I  should  look  to  aim 
to  assist  me  in  protecting  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  as  I  required  all  the  troops  I  could 
spare  to  strengthen  General  Bowen.  Major-Gen- 
eral Gkurdner,  at  Port  Hudson,  was  also  ordered  to 
move  Gregg's  brigade  rapidly  to  Jackson.  Bri- 
gadier-General Tilghman,  then  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  was  directed  to  move  prompuy 
with  all  his  troops  (save  bridge  guards)  to  Jack- 
son. Major  Clark,  commanding  at  Brookhav^ 
was  instructed  to  send  couriers  to  all  cavalry 
commanders  near  him,  ordering  them  to  move 
towards  Grand  Gulf,  with  directions  not  to  en- 
counter the  main  body  of  tibe  enemy,  but  to 
harass  him  in  the  rear  and  flank.  Similar  instruc- 
tions were  forwarded  to  Osvka  and  Hazlehurst 
To  Greneral  Johnson,  at  Tullahoma,  the  follow- 
ing telegram  was  sent:  *'The  enemy  is  at 
Hard  Times,  La.,  in  large  force,  with  barges  and 
transports,  indicating  an  attack  on  Grand  Gulf 
with  a  view  to  Vicksburg.  I  must  look  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  to  protect  the  approaches 
through  Northern  Mississippi."  The  following, 
also,  to  Major-General  Stevenson,  at  Vicksburg : 
"  Bold  five  thousand  men  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Grand  Gulf,  and  on  the  requisition  of  Briga- 
dier-Gkneral  Bowen  move  them.  With  your 
batteries  and  rifle-pits  manned,  the  city  front  is 
impregnable."  To  General  Bowen,  at  the  same 
time,  the  following  was  sent :  **  I  have  directed 
General  Stevenson  to  have  five  thousand  men 
ready  to  move  on  your  requisition,  but  do  not 
make  requisitiim  unless  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  your  position.  I  am  also  nuJciug 
arrangements  for  sending  you  two  or  three 
thousand  men  from  this  direction  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. You  cannot  communicate  with  me  too 
frequently."  I  believe  I  fully  estimated  the  im- 
portance of  preventing  an  sidvance  upon  Jack- 
son, if  it  could  be  done  without  sacrificing 
Vicksburg  ;  but  if  the  latter  was  lost  the  former 
was  comparatively  of  little  value.  Vicksburg 
might  still  be  held  with  Jackson  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  the  hope  of  bein^  able 
to  hold  the  position  on  Bayou  Pierre,  upon 
which  the  safety  of  Jackson  depends,  that  made 
me  most  anxious  to  reinforce  General  Bowen, 
or,  failing  in  that,  at  least  to  have  a  sufficient 
force  at  hand  to  secure  his  retreat  across  tiie 


Bi^  Black.  On  the  thirtieth  of  April  I  re- 
ceived the  first  information  of  tiie  JandLn^  of 
the  enemy  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  General  Bowen  reported  by  telegn^h 
that  three  thousuid  (3,000)  f*ederal  troops  were 
at  Bethel  Church,  ten  miles  from  Port  GibsoD, 
at  three  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-, 
ninth,  and  that  they  were  still  landing  at  Bni* 
insbuig.  Brigadier-General  Tracy,  of  Steven- 
son's (uvision,  had  reached  Grand  Gulf  with  bii 
brigade  on  the  thirtieth.  lieutenant^Colonel 
Brown,  of  the  I'wentieth  Mississippi,  with  fifty 
nv>unted  men  of  his  regiment,  hit  Jackson  for 
the  same  place  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and  Maj(Nr 
J.  D.  Bradford,  a  good  artillery  officer,  was  sent 
to  replace  Ihe  lamented  Colonel  Wade  as  Chief 
of  Artillerv.  Between  twelve  and  two  o'dodc 
p.^  M.,  on  the  thirtieth,  Brigadier-General  Bald- 
win, with  his  brieade  of  Smith's  division,  had 
crossed  the  Big  Bkck  at  Hankinson's  Feriy.  At 
nine  o'clock  a.  m..  May  first,  General  Bowen  in- 
formed me,  by  telegraph — ^his  army  being  then 
in  position  three  miles  south  of  Port  Gibson— 
that  General  Baldwin  was  entering  the  latter 
place.  On  the  same  day  General  Bowen  tete* 
nraphed  me  that  prisoners  taken  reported  Mo- 
Clemand  in  command ;  that  three  divisions  had 
landed,  one  of  which  took  the  right  hand  road 
from  Rodney,  and  that  the  enemy's  force  wm 
estimated  at  twenty  thousand  men.  He  adds, 
however, "  I  disbelieve  the  report"  At  three  f. 
M.,  the  same  dav,  General  Bowen  advised  me 
that  he  still  held  his  position,  but  that  he  wss 
hard  pressed,  and  concluded  by  asking  when 
Major-General  Loring  would  arrive.  In  replyf 
he  was  notified,  by  telegram,  that  another  bn- 
gade  from  Vicksburg  was  en  route  to  reinforce 
him,  and  would  probablv  reach  him  before  Mar 
jor-General  Loring  could  arrive  from  Jacksoo. 
At  5.30  p.  M.,  he  informed  me  that  he  was  faS^X 
back  across  the  Bayou  Pierre,  and  that  he  would 
endeavor  to  hold  that  position  until  the  arriyil 
of  reinforcements.  On  reaching  Rock  Springi, 
about  eighteen  miles  from  Grand  Gulf,  Mi^or- 
Gen^ral  Loring,  learning  that  Brigadier-Geoenl 
Bowen  had  faUen  back  before  a  Is^e  force  trm 
Port  Gibson,  in  the  direction  of  Grand  Gulf^  di- 
rected two  r^ments  and  a  field  battery  of 
Tilghman's  brieade,  which  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  to  move  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Grand  Stone  f*ord,  and  hold  it  at 
aJU  hazards,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  flankioff 
Bowen  in  that  direction,  and  tiien  proceeded 
himself  to  the  headouarters  of  General  Bowen, 
near  Grand  Gulf.  Major-General  Loring,  coih 
curring  with  Greneral  Bowen  as  to  the  impFacticar 
bility  of  holding  his  position  with  so  small  a 
force,  directed  its  withdrawal  across  the  Big 
Black  at  Hankinson's  Ferry. 

In  fiis  official  report,  Major-General  Lorii^ 
says ;  "  This  had  hardly  been  determined  upon 
when  your  communication  was  received,  Biatioz 
that  the  army  had  fallen  back  towards  Grand 
Gulf,  and  ordering  it  to  move  at  once  out  of  its 
position,  and  to  cross  the  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
son's  Ferry."    The  movement  was  promptly 
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carried  out;  previons.to  crossine  the  river, 
however.  Colonel  A,  W.  Reynolds  brigade,  of 
Stevenson's  division,  had  arrived.  Not  Imving 
heard  from  €kneral  Bowen  after  5.30  p.  il,  on 
the  first  instant,  I  dispatched  him,  via  Rockv 
Springs,  on  the  morning  of  the  second,  as  fol- 
lows :  *•  If  you  are  holding  your  positi(Hi  on  the 
Bayou  Pierre,  and  your  communication  is  open 
by  the  Bi^  Black  to  this  place,  continue  to  hold 
it  I  am  mformed  that  you  have  iUlen  \M6k  to 
Grand  Gulf;  if  this  is  so,  carry-out  my  instrao- 
tions  just  sent  in  dpher."  These  instructions 
were,  in  ease  he  had  &Uen  back  to  Grand  Girif, 
which  is  a  eulrde-ecKi,  to  destroy  his  heavy  gims, 
and  such  stores  as  could  not  be  transported,  and 
endeavor  to  retire  across  th«  Big  IBwok.  The 
last  brigade  of  Major-General  Stevenson's  di- 
vision, which  had  been  hurried  forward  to 
reinforce  Bowen,  with  the  hope  of  enabling  him 
to  hold  his  position  on  the  Bayou  Pierre ;  or,  in 
case  he  should  be  compelled  to  fill  back,  to  pro- 
tect his  retreat,  had  not  all  arrived  when  the 
retiring  column,  under  Major-Gtoneral  Loring, 
commenced  crossing  the  Big  Black,  at  Hankin- 
son's  Perry. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 
the  list  of  casualties,  &c.,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the 
officuJ  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  and 
tiie  reports  of  his  subordinate  commanders, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  transact  herewith ; 
as  also  the  report  of  Major-General  Loring,  who 
commanded  me  retreat,  after  the  column  had 
been  put  in  motion  bv  Brigadier-Creneral  Bowen. 
Amongst  the  slain  whom  me  country  deplores,  I 
regret  to  mention  Brieadier-General  E.  D.  Tracy, 
a  brave  and  skilful  officer,  who  fell  where  it  is 
the  soldier's  pride  to  fall,  at  the  post  of  duty 
and  of  danger.  Though  disastrous  m  its  results, 
the  bloody  encounter  in  front  of  Port  Gibson, 
nobly  illuBtrated  the  valor  and  constancy  of  our 
troops,  and  shed  additional  lustre  upon  the  Con- 
federate arms.  Confronted  by  overwhelming 
numbers,  the  heroic  Bowen  and  his  gallant 
officers  and  men  maintained  the  unequal  contest 
for  many  hours,  with  a  courage  and  obstinacy 
rarely  equalled ;  and  though  they  failed  to  secure 
a  victory,  the  world  will  do  them  the  justice  to 
say  they  deserved  it  With  a  moderate  cavalry 
force  at  my  disposal,  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
the  Federal  army,  under  Greneral  Grant,  would 
have  been  unable  to  maintain  its  comnranica- 
tions  with  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  that  the 
attempt  to  reach  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  from 
&at  base  would  have  been  as  signally  d^eated 
in  May,  1863,  as  a  Hke  attempt  from  another 
base  haid,  by  the  employment  of  cavalry,  been 
defeated  in  December,  1862.  The  repulse  of 
General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson,  and  our  conse- 
quent withdrawal  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Big 
Black,  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should,  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  concentrate  my  whol»  force 
for  the  defence  of  Vicksburg  from  an  attack  in 
the  rear  by  Grant's  army,  which  was  hourly 
swelling  its  numbers.  Orders,  therefore,  were 
immediateJv  transmitted  to  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  Grenada^  Columbus  and  Jackson,  to 


move  all  available  forces  to  Vicksburg  as  rapidly 
asjpossible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third,  two  of  the 
enemy's  bargee,  loaded  with  hospital  and  com- 
missary stores,  were  destroyed  in  a^temptine  to 
pass  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  On  the  fifm,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  that :  "  Six  thou- 
sana  cavalry  should  be  used  to  keep  my  com- 
munications open,  and  that  the  enemy  advancing 
on  me  was  double  what  I  could  bring  into  the 
field."  To  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  I 
•ent  the  following  telegram,  under  date  of  May- 
sixth  :  "  General  Beauregard  sends  but  two  bri- 
gades, perhaps  not  five  tnousand  men.  This  is 
a  very  msufScient  number.  The  stake  is  a  great 
one.    I  can  see  nothing  so  important" 

On  the  seventh  the  President  notified  me  that 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  send  should  be 
forwarded,  and  ^t  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
hold  Port  Hudson  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  our 
communications  with  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. 

Major-General  Gardner,  who,  with  Brigadier- 
Gkneral  Maxcey  and  five  thousand  (5,000)  men, 
had  previously  been  ordered  to  Jackson  to  re- 
inforce this  army,  was  immediately  directed  to 
send  Maxcey's  brigade  n^idly  forward,  and  to 
return  himself,  with  two  thousand  (2,000|  men, 
to  Port  Hudson,  and  hold  the  place  at  ail  haz* 
ards.  On  the  seventh,  indications  rendered  it 
probable  that  th^  enemy  would  make  a  raid  on 
Jackson ;  the  staff  departments,  therefore,  and 
all  valu^le  stores,  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
east  In  the  meantime  iny  troops  were  so  dis« 
posed  as  to  occupy  the  Warrenton  and  Hall's 
Ferry  road,  which  afforded  great  facilities  for 
concentration,  and  various  positions  on  the  Bald- 
win's Feny  road,  and  from  thence  .between 
Bovina  and  Edwards  Depot — each  division  be- 
ing in 'good  supporting  distance  of  the  other. 
Colonel  Waul,  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  was 
directed  to  leave  a  garrison  of  three  hundred 
men  at  that  place,' ana  proceed  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force  to  Snyder's  Mills.  On  the  tenth, 
information  was  received  from  a  scouting  party 
that  visited  Cayuga  and  Utioa,  where  the  enemy 
had  recentlv  been,  that  his  cavalry  force  was 
about  two  thousand,  and  that  he  was  supposed 
to  t>e  moving  on  Vicksburg.  My  dispositions 
were  made  accordingly,  and  every  effort  was 
used  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  possible.  Such  as 
could  be  obtained  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  was  directed 
to  harass  the  enemy  on  his  line  of  marclf,  cut 
his  communications  wherever  practicable,  patrol 
the  country  thoroughly,  and  to  keep  Bri^ior- 
General  Gregg  (who  nas  just  arrived  with  his 
brigade  from  Port  Hudson,  and  was  then  at 
Raymond)  fully  advised  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. On  the  eleventh,  Brigadier-General  John 
Adams,  commanding  at  Jaclmon,  was  directed  to 
hurry  forward,  as  fast  as  they  could  arrive,  the 
troops  from  South  Carolina,  to  reinforce  Briga- 
dier-General Gregg  at  Bavmond.  At  this  time, 
information  was  received  nrom  Brieadier-General 
Tilghman  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  opposite 
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Baldwin's  Ferry,  and  Gregg  was  notified  accord- 
ingly, and  informed  that  3ie  enemy's  movements 
,  were  apparently  towards  the  Big  Black  Bridge, 
and  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  against  Jackson. 
On  the  twelfth,  the  following  was  addressed  to 
Major-Greneral  Stevenson:  "From  information 
received,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  advancing 
in  force  on  Edwards  Depot  and  Big  Black 
Bridge ;  hot  skirmishing  has  been  going  on  all 
the  morning,  and  tlie  enemy  are  at  Fourteen- 
mile  Creek ;  vou  must  move  up  with  your  whole 
division  to  tiie  support  of  Loring  and  Bowen, 
at  the  bridge,  leaving  Baldwin's  and  Moore's 
brigades  to  protect  your  right"  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  Brigadier-General  Gr^g 
was  ordered  not  to  attacK  the  enemy  until  he 
was  ei^aged  at  Edwards  or  liie  bridge,  but  to 
be  ready  to  fall  on  his  rear  or  flank  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  to  be  particularlv  cautious  not  to  allow 
himself  to  be  flanked  or  taken  in  the  rear.  Thus, 
it  will  be  seen  that  every  measure  had  been 
taken  to  protect  Edwards'  Depot  and  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  by  ofiiBring  or  accepting  battle  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  my  communications  with 
the  east 

At  this  juncture,  however,  the  battle  of  Kay- 
mond  was  fought  by  a  lan^e  body  of  the  en^ny's 
forces,  and  one  brigade  of  our  troops,  undar  tiie 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg. 

I  have  received  no  official  report  of  that  affitir, 
and  hence  cannot  say  how  it  was  fought,  or  bv 
whom  the  engagement  was  brought  on.  Unoffi- 
cial information  represents  Bneadier-General 
Gregg  and  his  smaU  command  to  nave  behaved 
with  great  gallantry  and  steadiness ;  but  after 
an  obstinate  conffict  of  several  hours,  they  were 
finally  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers  and 
compelled  to  retire.  The  command  was  with- 
drawn in  good  order,  and  retired  to  Jackson. 

On  the  fourteenth,  a  large  body  of  the*  enemy 
made  their  appeanmcein  front  of  Jackson,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  After  some  fighting,  our 
troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  place  ;  but  as  General  John- 
ston was  commanding  there  in  person,  his  official 
report,  which  has  doubtless  gone  forward,  will 
furnish  all  the  information  required. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  **  The  enemy  is  ap- 
parently moving  his  heavy  force  towards  Ed- 
wards' Depot,  on  the  Southern  Railroad ;  with 
my  limited  force,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  meet  him ; 
that  will  be  the  battle-field  if  I  can  forward  suffi- 
cieift  force,  leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the 
safety  of  this  place  (Vicksbnrg).  Reinforce- 
ments are  arriving  very  slowly,  only  one  thous- 
and five  hundred  having  arrived  as  yet  I  ur- 
gently ask  that  more  be  sent ;  also,  that  three 
thousand  cavalry  be  at  once  sent  to  operate  on 
this  line.  I  urge  this  as  a  positive  necessity. 
The  enemy  lai^y  outnumber  me,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  hold  back  a  large  force  at  the  ferries 
on  Big  Black,  lest  he  cross  and  take  this  place. 
I  am  also  compelled  to  keep  considerable  force 
on  either  flank  of  Vicksburg,  out  of  supporting 
distance."    The  same  dispatch  was  also  sent  to 


Hia  Excellency  Presicient  Davis,  on  the  same 
date. 

The  divisions  of  Major-Generals  Loring  and 
Stevenson  moved  from  the  line  thev  had  occu- 
pied between  Warrenton  and  Big  Black  Bridge 
to  Edwai'da*  Depots  Greneral  Stevenson  beii^ 
directed  to  keep  well  closed  up  on  the  rear  <m 
General  Loring's  column.  On  the  evening  of 
the  twelfth,  I  moved  my  headquartra^  to  Bovina 
to  be  nearer  the  scene  of  active  operations. 
The  conunand  arrived  at  Edwards'  Depot  on 
the  thirteenth,  and  was  placed  in  position  cov- 
ering all  approaches  from  the  south  and  east,  in 
th^  following  order,  viz. :  Bowen  on  the  right, 
Loring  in  the  centre,  and  Stevenson  on  the  left 
This  position  was  occupied  from  the  night  of 
the  thirteenth  until  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth. 
On  the  thirteenth,  the  following  dispatch  waa 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  "  General  Forney  re- 
ports irom  Vicksburg,  this  morning,  four  trans- 
ports loaded  with  troops  arrived  at  Young's 
Point  this  morning.  Five  regiments  and  a  bat- 
tery passed  down  by  Brown  and  Johnston's. 
Wagon  trains  continue  to  pass  back  and  fortL 
My  reinforcements  will  be  very  small  and  ar- 
rive very  slowly.  If  possible,  Port  Hudson 
should  ako  be  reinforced.  I  have  been  forced 
to  draw  largely  from  there.  I  have  no  Major- 
General  to  command  brigades  arriving  in  Jack- 
son. I  am  in  position  with  eight  brigades  near 
Edwards'  Depot" 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  while  <hi 
my  way  from  Bovma  to  Edwards'  Depot,  I  re- 
ceived the  foUowine  dispatch,  dated  May  ^• 
teenth,  from  General  Johnston,  then  at  Jackson: 
"  I  have  lately  arrived,  and  learn  that  €|enend 
Sherman  is  between  us  with  four  divisions  at 
Clinton.  It  is  important  to  re-establish  commu- 
nications that  you  may  be  reinforced.  K  prw> 
ticable,  come  up  in  his  rear  at  once ;  to  beat 
such  a  detachment  would  be  of  immense  value ; 
the  troops  here  could  co-operate;  aD  the 
strength  you  could  quickly  assemble  should  be 
brought ;  time  is  all  important"  I  immediately 
replied  as  follows :  "  Bovina,  May  14,  '63—1 
have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
conununication.  I  move  at  once  with  whole 
available  force,  about  sixteen  thousand,  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  leaving  Vaughns  brigade, 
about  fifteen  hundred,  at  Big  Black  Bridge: 
Tilghman's  brigade,  fifteen  hundre«i,  now  at 
Baldwin's  Ferry.  I  have  ordered  to  bring  up  the 
rear  of  my  column ;  he  will  be,  however,  fh/m 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  behind  it  Baldwin's 
Ferry  will  be  left  necessarily  unprotected.  To 
hold  Vicksburg  are  Smith's  and  Forney's  dins- 
ions,  extending  from  Snyder's  Mills  to  Warrea- 
ton,  numbering  eflfective,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  men.  The  men  have  been  mirchi^ 
several  days,  are  much  fatigued,  and  I  fear  wm 
straggle  very  much.  In  directing  this  move,  I 
do  not  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  posilion 
that  Ticksburg  will  be  left  in,  but  I  comply 
at  once  with  your  order." 

The  "  detachment"  General  Johnston  speaks 
of  in   his  communication,  consisted  of  fou) 
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isions  of  the  enemy,  constituting  an  entire 
ly  corps,  numerically  greater  than  my  whole 
lilable  force  in  the  field  ;  besides  ti^e  enemy 
i,  at  least,  an  eoual  force  to  the  south,  on 
right  flank,  which  would  be  nearer  to  Vicks- 
rg  tbaji  myself  in  case  I  should  make  the 
jvement  proposed.  I  had,  moreover,  positive 
onnation  that  he  was  daily  increasing  his 
ength.  I  also  learned,  on  reaching  Edwards* 
pot,  tliat  one  division  of  the  euemy  (A.  J. 
lith's)  was  at,  or  near,  Dillons.  This  con- 
ined  me  in  the  opinion,  previously  expressed, 
at  the  movement  indicated  by  General  John- 
.'11  was  extremely  hazardous.  I  accordinriy 
lied  a  council  of  war  of  all  the  General  om- 
rs  present,  and  placing  the  subject  before 
cm  (including  General  Johnston's  dispatch)  in 
rery  view  in  which  it  appeared  to  me,  asRed 
eir  opinions  respectively.  A  majority  of  the 
Seers  present  expressed  themselves  favorable 
i  the  movement  indicated  by  General  John- 
ou.  The  others,  including  Major-QeneralB 
oring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a  movement 
y  which  the  army  might  attempt  to  cut  off  ihe 
Qcmy's  supplies  from  the  Mississippi  River, 
ly  own  views  were  strongly  expressed  as  un- 
ivorable  to  any  advance  wUch  might  separate 
te  farther  from  Vicksburg,  which  was  my 
>ase ;  I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  put  my  own 
udgment  and  opinions  so  far  in  opposition  as 
o  prevent  a  movement  altogether,  but  believ- 
nis  the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the 
:>lan  of  cutting  the  enemy's  oommuhications,  it 
•vas  adopted,  and  the  foUowing  dispatch  was 
uldressed  to  General  Johnston :  **  Edwards'  De- 
:>ot,  May  14,1863^1  shall  move  as  early  to-mor- 
row ruoming  as  practicable  with  a  column  of  sev- 
eiit^^^en  (17)  Qiousand  men  to  Dillon's,  situated  on 
the  main  road  leading  from  Baymond  to  Port 
CilbBon,  seven  and  a  half  miles  below  Raymond, 
and  nine  and  a  half  miles  from  Edwards*  Depot 
The  object  is  to  cut  the  enemy's  communica- 
tions and  to  force  him  to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not 
consider  my  force  sufficient  to  justify  an  attack 
on  the  enemy  in  position  or  to  attempt  to  cut 
my  way  to  Jackson.  At  this  point  your  nearest 
communication  would  be  through  Raymond.  I 
wish  very  much  I  could  join  my  reinforcements. 
AVhether  it  will  be  most  practicable  for  the 
reinforcements  to  come  by  Raymond  (leaving 
it  to  the  right,  if  the  march  cannot  be  made 
through  Raymond),  or  to  move  them  west 
along  the  line  of  railroad  (leaving  it  to  the  left 
^nd  south  of  the  line  of  march)  to  Bolton's 
Depot,  or  some  other  point  west  ot  it,  you  must 
detennine;  in  either  movement  I  should  be 
advised  as  to  the  time  and  road,  so  that  co-op- 
eration may  be  had  to  enable  the  reinforcements 
to  come  through.  I  send  you  a  map  of  the 
country  which  will  furnish  you  with  a  correct 
view  of  the  roads  and  localities."  Pursuant  to 
the  plan  laid  down  hi  this  dispatoh,  the  army 
was  put  in  motion  on  tiie  fifteenth,  about  one 
in  the  afternoon,  in  accordance  wiHi  the  foUow- 
wing  order,  viz. : — 


*  *  HBAOQU AXTCRS  DZPABTlfSIIT  Wt!&9iim  ASD  E. ) 

*'  Locisuxu,  Edwabob'  DBFOT,  V 

*«&Iay  14,  1863.) 

**  SpecialOrders. 

**  This  BTtny  will  move  ta  morrow  morning,  fif- 
teenth inst,  m  the  direction  of  Raymond,  on  the 
military  road,  in  the  following  order : 

**  1st  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry  will  form 
the  advance  guard,  keeping  at  least  one  mile  in 
advance  of  the  head  of  me  column,  throwing 
out  one  company  in  front  of  his  colunm  and  a 
small  detachment  in  its  advance,  besides  the 
flankers  upon  his  column  when  practicable. 

**  2d.  Loring's  division  will  constitute  the  right 
and  the  advance  in  the  line  of  march.  He  will 
throw  a  regiment  of  infantry  with  a  section  of 
artillery  at  least  two  hundred  yards  in  his  front, 
with  a  company  of  infantry  at  least  seventy-five 
yards  in  its  advance,  all  with  the  necessary  de- 
tachments and  flankers. 

**  3d.  Bowen's  division  will  constitute  the  cen- 
tre, and  will  fullow  the  leading  division. 

**  4th.  Stevenson's  division  will  constitute  the 
left,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  column. 
.  **  5th  llie  artillery  of  each  brigade  will  march 
in  the  rear  of  the  brigade. 

*"  6th.  The  ambulances  of  each  brigade  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  their  brigade^ 

**  7th.  The  ordnance  wagons  of  each  division 
will  foUow  in  the  rear  of  meir  division. 

**  8th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  rear 
of  the  entire  column. 

**  9th.  Should  Tilgliman's  brigade  arrive  after 
the  departure  of  the  column,  it  will  constitute, 
with  a  field  battery,  the  rear  guard,  foUowing 
inmiediatelv  in  the  rear  of  the  waeon  train. 

**  10  th.  A  company  of  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
will  close  the  order  of  march. 

"11th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  or- 
der of  division,  that  is  to  say,  the  wagon  train  oi 
Loring*s  division  in  the  right  of  tlie  train  ;  that 
of  Bowen's  division  in  the  centre,  &o.  Quar- 
termasters, Gonunissaries  and  Ordnance  Officers, 
will  remain  with  their  trains,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

'^  Straggling,  always  disgraceful  in  an  army,  is 
particularly  forbidden.  Stringent  orders  will 
be  issued  by  the  division  commanders  to  pre- 
vent this  evil ;  the  rear  guard  is  especially  in- 
structed to  permit  no  one  to  faU  to  tlie  rear  un- 
der any  circumstances." 

A  continuous  and  heavy  raui  had  made  Ba- 
ker's Greek  impassable  by  the  ordinary  ford 
on  the  main  Raymond  road,  where  the  country 
bridge  had  been  washed  away  by  previous 
freshets ;  in  consequence  of  this  the  march  was 
delayed  for  several  hours,  but  Hie  water  not 
falling  sufficiently  to  make  the  creek  fordable, 
the  column  was  airected  by  the  Clinton  road,  on 
which  was  a  good  bridge,  and  after  passing  the 
creek  upwards  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  was 
filed  to  the  right  along  a  neighborhood  rcmd,  so 
as  to  strike  the  Raymond  road  about  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot  The  march 
was  continued  until  the  head  of  the  column  had 
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passed  Mrs.  EIHston's  house,  where  it  was  halted 
and  the  troops  bivouacked  in  order  of  march. 

I  made  my  headquarters  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
where  I  found  Major-General  Loring  had  also 
established  his.  The  diyisions  of  Generals  8te- 
yenson  and  Bowen  having  been  on  the  march 
until  past  midnight,  and  we  men  considerably 
fatigued ;  desiring  also  to  receive  reports  of  re- 
connoissances  miuie  in  my  front  before  proceed- 
ing further,  I  did  not  issue  orders  to  oontinae 
the  movement  at  an  early  hour  the  following 
morning. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
on  the  night  of  the  mteenth,  I  sent  for  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams,  commanding  the  cavalry,  and  gave 
him  the  necessary  instructions  for  picketing  all 
approaches  in  my  front,  and  directed  him  to 
send  out  scouting  parties  to  discover  the  ene- 
my's whereabouts.  I  also  made  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  effect  the  same  object  through  citizens, 
but  without  success.  Nothing  unusual  occurred 
during  the  night  On  the  mominff  of  the  six- 
teenth, at  about  half  past  six  o'clock.  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams  reported  to  me  tiiat  his  pickets 
were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  Ray- 
mond road,  some  distance  in  our  front  While 
in  conversation  with  him  a  courier  arrived  and 
handed  me  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Johnston : 


"  CAMTOtr  RoiD,  ncr  miaa  noM  JicKBoy, 

«  Maj  U,  1868,  8.80  a.  x. 


} 

"  Our  being  compelled  to  leave  Jackson  makes 
your  plan  impracticable.  The  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  unite  is  by  your  moving  directly 
to  Clinton,  informing  me  that  we  may  move  to 
that  point  with  about  six  thousand  men.  I  have 
no  means  of  estimattiig  the  enemy's  force  at 
Jackson.  The  principal  officers  here  dififer  very 
widely,  and  I  fear  he  will  fortify  if  time  is  left 
him.    Let  me  hear  from  you  immediately. 

**  General  Maxcey  was  ordered  back  to  Brook- 
haven,  you  probably  have  time  to  make  him 
join  you — do  so  before  he  has  time  to  move 
away." 

I  immediately  directed  a  counter-march,  or 
rather  a  retrograde  movement  by  reversing  the 
column  as  it  then  stood,  for  the  pTnT)ose  of  re- 
turning towards  Edwards'  Depot  to  take  the 
Brownsville  road,  and  thence  to  proceed  towards 
Chnton  by  a  route  north  of  me  railroad.  A 
written  reply  to  General  Johnston's  instructions, 
in  which  I  notified  him  that  the  countermarch 
had  been  ordered,  and  that  the  route  I  should 
take,  was  dispatched  in  haste,  and  without  al- 
lowing myself  sufficient  time  to  take  a  copy. 

Just  as  this  reverse  movement  commenced, 
the  enemy  drove  in  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
.  pickets,  and  opened  with  artillery  at  long  range, 
•  on  the  head  of  my  column  on  the  Raymond  rotw ; 
notknowing  whether  this  was  an  attack  in  force, 
or  simply  an  armed  reconnoissance,  and  being 
anxious  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Genenu 
Johnston,  I  directed  the  continuance  of  tiie 
movement,  giving  the  necessary  instructions 
for  securing  the  safety  of  the  vragon  train.  The 


demonstrationB  of  the  enemy  soon  becoming 
more   serious,  orders  were   sent  to  division 
commanders  to  form  in  line  of  batHe  on  ^ 
cross  road,  from  the  Clinton  to  the  Raynxmd 
roads — ^Loring  on  the  right  Bowen  in  the  oNk- 
tre,  and  8tevenson  on  the  left.     Major  General 
Stevenson  was  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the  tnins 
then  on  the  Clinton  road  and  oroning  Baker's 
creek.    The  line  of  battle  was  quickly  formed 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy;  the  position  selected  was  naturally  a 
strong  ^one.  and  all  approaches  from  tbe  front 
well  covered.    A  short  time  after  the  formation 
of  the  line,  Loring's  division  was  thrown  back  so 
as  to  cover  tbe  military  road,  it  being  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  that  diiectioiL 
The  enemy  made  his  first  demonstration  on  onr 
right,  but  after  a  lively  artiU^  duel  for  an 
hov  or  more,  this  attacK  was  relinquished  and 
a  large  force  was  thrown  against  our  left,  where 
skirmishing  became  heavy  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  the  bame  began  in  earnest  along  Stevenson's 
entire  front,  about  noon.    Just  at  this  time  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  seen  moving  in  froot 
of  our  centre  toward  the  right    Landis'a  bat- 
tery of  Bowen's  division  opened  upon  and  soon 
broke  this  colunm  and  compelled  it  to  retire. 
I  then  directed  Major-Genenl  Loring  to  m>rt 
forward  and  crush  the  enemy  in  his  front,aDd 
directed  General  Bowen  to  co-operate  witii  bim 
in  the  movement    Immediately  on  tbe  receipt 
of  my  message,  General  Bowen  rode  up  aad 
announced  his  readiness  to  execute  his  p«rt  of 
tbe  movement  as  soon  as  MajorOeneral  Lorinf 
should  advance.     No  movement  was  made  hj 
Major-General  Loring ;  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  was  too  strongly  posted  to  be  attacked, 
but  that  he  would  seize  the  fiirst  opportunity  to 
assault  if  one  should  offer.    The  enemy  still 
making  strenuous  efforts  to  turn  Major-General 
Stevenson's  left  flank,  compelled  him  to  make 
a  similar  movement  towards  the  left,  thus  ex- 
tending his  own  line  and  making  a  gap  bcrtweeo 
his  and  Bowen's  division.    General  Bowen  wii 
ordered  to  keep  this  interval  dosed,  and  tbe 
same  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Lodog, 
in  reference  to  the  interval  between  hia  and 
General  Bowen's  division.  • 

General  Stevenson  having  informed  me  tbat 
unless  reinforced  he  would  be  unable  to  resiat 
the  heavy  and  repeated  attacks  along  his  whole 
line,  Bowen  was  ordered  to  send  one  brigade  to 
his  assistance,  which  was  promptly  firon^t 
forward  under  Colonel  P.  M.  CockreH  and  in  a 
very  short  time  his  remaining  brigade,  nnd^ 
the  command  of  Brigadier^G^eral  Martin  £• 
Green,  was  put  in,  aM  the  two  together  unda 
their  gallant  leaders  charged  the  enemy,  and 
for  a  time  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  onr  fovor. 
again  displaying  the  heroic  ooura^  which  thia 
veteran*  aivision  has  made  conspicuous  on  •© 
many  stricken  fields.  The  enemy  still  continued 
to  move  troops  from  his  kft  to  his  right,  wvb 
increasing  his  vastly  superior  forces  •?**•* 
Stevenson's  and  Brown's  divisions.     Feenng 
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tamed  that  there  was  no  impcortant  force  in 
hiB  firont,  I  di^atched  several  staff  officers  in 
rapid  Bttcccesdon  to  Major-Oeneral  Loring, 
oraering  him  to  move  all  bat  one  brigade  (Tilgh- 
man's,  which  was  directed  to  hold  the  Raymond 
road  and  cover  tiie  bridge  and  ford  at  Baker's 
Oreek)  to  the  left  as  rapicQy  as  possible.  To  the 
first  of  these  messages  sent  abi^nt  two  p.  m.,  an- 
swer was  retomed  by  Major-general  Loring  that 
tfie  enem^  was  in  strong  force  in  his  front  and 
endeavoring  to  flank  him. 

Hearing  no  firing  on  the  right,  I  repeated  my 
orde^  to  Major-Oeneral  Loring,  explained  to 
him  the  conaition  of  aflbirs  on  the  left,  and 
directed  him  to  pnt  his  two  left  brigades  into 
the  fight  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  transmis- 
sion of  these  varions  messages  to  and  fro,  over 
a  distance  of  more  than  a  mile,  mnch  valuable 
time  was  necessarily  consumed,  which  the  enemy 
did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  ot  About  four 
o'clock  p.  M.,  a  part  of  Stevenson's  division  broke 
badly  and  fell  back  in  great  discoder,  but  was 
partwlly  rallied  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of 
n^self  and  staff,  tod  put  back  under  their  own 
officers  into  the  fight ;  but  ob^ervine  that  large 
numb^v  of  men  were  abandoning  tine  field  on 
Stevenson's  left— deserting  their  comrades  who, 
in  this  moment  of  g^reatest  trial,  stood  manfully 
at  their  post&r-I  rode  up  to  General  Stevenson, 
and  informing  him  that  I  had  repeatedly  ordered 
two  brigades  of  General  Loring^s  division  to  his 
tosistance,  and  that  I  was  momentarily  expect- 
ing them,  asked  him  whether  he  could  hold  his 
position.  He  re^ed  that  he  could  not;  that 
he  was  fighting  from  sixty  thousand  to  eighty 
tiioasand  men.  I  then  told  him  I  would  en- 
deavor myself  to  find  General  lioring,  and  hasten 
him  up,  and  started  immediately  with  that 
object  I  presently  met  Brigadier-General 
Buord's  brigade,  of  Loring's  division,  on  the 
march,  and  in  rear  of  the  right  of  Bowen's 
division. 

Oolonel  Cockrell,  commanding  the  First  Mis- 
souri brigade,  having  in  person,  some  time 
previously,  m^entlv  asked  for  reinforcemento, 
which  Tnone  of  Lonng's  troops  having  come  up) 
I  was  tnen  unable  to  give  him,  one  regiment  of 
Buford's  brigade  was  detached  at  once,  and 
directed  te  his  support ;  the  remainder  of  Bu- 
ford's brigade  was  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Stevenson.  Finding 
that  the  enemy's  vastly  superior  numbers  were 
pressing  all  my  forces  engaged  steadily  back 
mto  old  fields,  where  all  advantages  of  position 
would  be  in  his  favor,  I  felt  it  to  be  too  late  to 
save  the  day,  even  should  Brigadier-General 
Featherstone's  brigade,  of  General  Loring's  di- 
vision, come  up  immediately.  I  could,  however, 
learn  nothing  of  (General  Loring's  whereabouts ; 
several  of  my  staff  were  in  search  of  him,  but  it 
was  not  until  after  General  Bowen  had  per- 
sonally informed  me  that  he  could  not  hold  his 
position  longer,  and  not  until  after  I  had  ordered 
the  retreat,  that  (xeneral  Loring  with  Feather- 
stone's  brigade,  moving,  as  I  subsequently 
learned,  by  a  country  road,  which  wasftoonsider- 


ably  longer  than  the  direct  route,  reached  the 
position  on  the  left,  known  as  Champion's  HiU, 
where  he  was  forming  line  of  battle,  when  he 
received  my  orders  to  cover  the  retreat.  Had 
the  movement  in  support  of  the  left  been 
promptiy  made  when  nrst  ordered,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  I  might  have  maintained  ray 

Eosition,  and  it  is.  possible  the  enemy  might 
ave  been  driven  back,  though  his  vasfly  supe- 
rior and  constantly  increasing  numbers  would 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  withdraw  during 
the  night,  to  save  my  communications  with 
Yicksburg.  Early  in  the  day.  Major  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  had  been  instructed  to  throw 
a  bridge  across  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  Raymond 
road.  The  stream  had  also  fallen  sufficiently  to 
render  the  ford  practicable.  The  retreat  was 
ordered  to  be  conducted  by  that  route,  and  a 
staff  officer  immediately  dispatched  to  Brigadier- 
Greneral  Tilghman,  who  was  directed  to  hold  the 
Raymond  road  at  all  hazards.  It  was  in  the 
execution  of  this  important  trust,  which  could 
not  have  been  confided  to  a  fitter  man,  that 
the  lamented  General  bravely  lost .  his  life. 
He  was  struck  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  and  died 
almost  instancy.  Although,  as  before  stated, 
a  laree  number  of  men  had  shamefully  aban- 
doned their  commands,  and  were  making  their 
way  to  ti^e  rear,  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
retired  in  good  order.  On  reaching  the  ford  and 
bridge  at  Baker's  Oeek,  I  directed  Bri^adier- 
Gmeral  Bowen  to  take  position  with  his  division 
on  the  west  bank,  and  to  hold  the  crossing  until 
Loring's  division,  which  watf  directed  to  bring 
up  the  rear,  had  effected  their  passage. 

I  then  proceeded  at  once  to  the  intrenched 
line  covering  the  wagon  and  railroad  bridges 
over  the  Big  Black,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  holding  that  point  during  the 
passage  of  the  river. 

In  his  official  report,  Major-General  Stevenson 
says :  "  On  my  arrival,  about  sunset,  at  the  ford 
on  Baker's  Creek,  I  found  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  bridc^e  above,  and  were  advancing 
artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  road  on  which 
we  were  moving ;  one  battery  had  already  taken 
position,  and  was  playing  on  the  road,  but  at 
right  angles,  and  with  too  long  a  range  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  troops.  Here  I  founa  on 
the  west  side  the  brigades  of  General  Green 
and  Colonel  Cockrell,  of  Bowen's  division,  who 
had  there  halted  and  taken  up  position  to  hold 
the  point  until  Loring's  division  could  cross.  I 
found  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Twelfth  Louisiana 
regiment  of  Loring's  division,  halted  about  one- 
hm  mile  from  the  ford,  on  the  east  side,  and 
directed  him  to  oross.  I  there  addressed  a  note 
to  General  Loring,  informing  him  of  what  I  had 
done,  telling  him  of  the  change  I  had  caused 
Colonel  Scott  to  make  in  his  position,  stating 
that,  with  the  troops  then  there  and  otheis  that 
I  could  collect,  I  would  hold  the  ford  and  road 
until  his  division  could  cross,  and  urging  him  to 
hasten  the  movement.  To  this  note  I  received 
no  answer,  but  in  a  short  time  Colonel  Scott 
moved  off  his  regiment  quickly  in  the  direction 
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of  his  original  position,  in  obedience,  I  was  in- 
formed, to  orders  from  General  Loring.  Inferring 
from  this  that  General  Loring  did  not  intend  to 
cross  at  that  ford,  he  having  had  ample  time  to 
commence  the  movement,  I  suggested  to  General 
Green  and  Colonel  Cockrell  to  move  forward  to 
the  Railroad  Bridge^  My  command  reached  that 
point  at  about  one  o'clodc  that  night,  and  bivou- 
acked near  Bovina." 

The  entire  train  of  the  army,  under  the  ju- 
dicious management  of  Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds, 
commanding  Tennessee  brigade  of  Stevenson's 
division,  was  crossed  without  loss,  though  the 
movement  of  tlie  enemy  compelled  Colonel  Rey- 
nolds' brigade  to  cross  the  Big  Black  above  the 
Railroad  Bridge.  On  reaching  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  occupied  by  Brigadier-Greneral 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans  (Smith's 
division),  he  was  instructed  by  myself  in  person 
to  man  the  trenches  from  the  railroad  to  the 
left ;  his  artlUery  to  remain  as  then  posted,  and 
all  wagons  to  cross  the  river  at  once.  Special 
instructions  were  left  with  Lieutenant  J.  H. 
Morrison,  A.  D.  C,  to  be  delivered  to  Generals 
Loring,  Stevenson,  and  Bowen,  as  they  should 
arrive,  and  were  delivered  to  all  except  G^eneral 
Loring,  as  follows : 

General  Stevenson's  division  to  cross  the  river 
and  proceed  to  Mount  Alban. 

General  Loring's  to  cross  and  occupy  the  west 
bank. 

Brigadier-General  Bo  wen's  diviBion,as  it  should 
arrive,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  trenches  to 
the  right  and  left  erf  Yauglm's,  and  his  artillery 
to  be  parked,  that  it  might  be  available  for  any 
point  of  the  lines  most  threatened. 

General  Stevenson's  division  arriving  very 
late  in  the  night,  did  not  move  beyond  Bovina, 
and  I  awaited  in  vain  intelligence  of  the  ap- 

E roach  of  Greneral  Loring.  It  was  necessary  to 
old  the  position  to  enable  him  to  cross  the 
river,  should  the  enemy — which  was  probable- 
follow  him  closely  up.  For  this  purpose  alone 
I  continued  the  troops  in  position,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  withdraw  them  under  cover  of  night 
I  then  determined  not  to  abandon  so  strong  a 
front  whilst  there  was  yet  a  hope  of  his  arrivaL 
I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  received  General 
Loring's  report  of  the  share  taken  by  his  divis- 
ion in  the  oattle  of  Baker's  Creek,  nor  have  I 
yet  been  informed  of  the  reason  why  he  failed 
to  rejoin  the  army  under  my  command. 

The  Big  Black  River,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Railroad  Bridge,  makes  a  bend  somewhat  in 
the  shape  of  a  horse-shoe ;  across  this  horse- 
shoe, at  its  narrowest  part,  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
had  been  constructed,  making  an  excellent  cover 
for  infantry,  and  at  proper  intervals  dispositions 
were  made  for  field  artillery.  The  line  of  pits 
ran  nearly  north  and  south,  and  was  about  one 
mile  in  length.  North  of,  and  for  a  considerable 
distance  south  of  the  railroad  and  of  the  dirt 
road  to  Edwards'  Depot,  nearly  parallel  with  it, 
extended  a  bayou,  which,  in  itself,  opposed  a 
serious  obstacle  to  an  assault  upon  the  pits. 
This  line  abutted  north  on  the  river  and  south 


upon  a  cypress  brake,  which  spread  itself  neaify 
to  the  bank  of  the  river.  In  addition  to  tiie 
Railroad  Bridge,  which  I  had  caused  to  be  floored 
for  the  passage  even  of  artillery  and  wa{;oDS, 
the  steamer  "Dot,"  from  which  the  machinery 
had  been  taken,  was  converted  into  a  bridge, 
by  placing  her  fore  and  aft  across  the  river. 
Between  me  works  and  the  bridge,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  the  country  was  open,  being 
either  old  or  cultivated  fields,  affording  no  cover 
should  the  troops  be  driven  from  the  trenches. 

East  and  south  of  the  railroad,  the  topographi- 
cal features  of  the  cotmtry,  over  which  me  ene- 
my must  necessarily  pass,  were  similar  to  those 
above  described ;  but  north  of  the  railroad,  and 
al>out  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  rifle- 
pits,  a  copse  of  woods  extended  from  the  road 
to  the  river.  Our  line  was  manned  on  the  right 
by  the  gallant  Cockrell's  Missouri  brigade ;  the 
extreme  left  by  Brigadier-General  Green's  Mis- 
souri and  Arlrannaa  men,  both  of  Bowen's  di- 
vision, and  the  centre  by  Brigadier-C^eneral 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans,  in  afl 
about  four  thousand  (4,000)  men,  as  many  as 
could  be  advantageously  employed  in  defending 
the  line,  wit^  about  twenty  (20)  pieces  of  field 
artillery. 

So  strong  was  the  position  that  my  greatest, 
almost  only,  i^prehension  was  a  flank  movement 
by  Bridgeport  or  Baldwin's  Ferry,  which  would 
have  endangered  my  oonmiunications  with  VickB- 
^yoocg ;  yet  uus  position  was  abandoned  bv  our 
troops  almost  without  a  straggle,  and  with  the 
loss  of  nearly  all  our  artillery.  I  speak  not  now 
of  the  propriety  or  of  the  necessity  of  holdiiig 
this  position ;  I  had,  as  heretofore,  noticed  my 
object  in  doing  so;  I  considered  that  obje^ 
sufficient,  and  I  also  deemed  the  force  employed 
for  the  purpose  ample. 

Brigadier-Genera)  Vaughn's  brieade  had  not 
been  engs^ed  at  Baker's  Creek ;  his  men  were 
fresh,  and  I  believed  wer©  not  demoralized.  I 
knew  that  the  Missouri  troops,  under  their  gal- 
lant leaders,  could  be  depended  upon.  By 
whose  order  the  battery  horses  were  so  fii 
removed  from  their  guns,  as  not  to  be  availabte, 
I  do  not  know ;  it  certainly  was  not  bv  mine. 

General  Bowen,  with  whom.  I  had  bad  a  per- 
sonal interview  in  his  tent  on  the  night  of  the 
sixteenth,  and  who  received  my  instructioDS 
from  my  own  lips  (Lieutenant>€olonel  Montgom- 
ery, of  Lieutenant-General  K  K.  &nith's  8ta( 
being  then  present,  and  acting  as  my  A.  D.  C), 
I  do  not  believe  to  be  responsible  for  it ;  he  was 
too  old  and  too  good  a  soldier ;  enough,  how- 
ever, will,  I  think,  be  developed  in  a  few  words 
to  cover  the  whole  case.  Early  in  the  umrnvg 
of  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy  opened  his  artit 
lory  at  long  range,  and  very  soon  pressed  for- 
ward with  infantry  into  the  copse  of  wood  north 
of  the  railroad ;  about  the  same  time  he  opeiwd 
on  Colonel  Cockrell's  position  witb  two  batteries 
and  ^vanced  a  line  of  skirmishers,  throwing 
forward  a  column  of  infantry,  which  was  quickly 
driven  back  by  our  batteries.  Pretty  heavy 
RlrirmiftViyi^r  ^^^g  fof  ^  time  kept  up  aloog  oor 
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whole  Gdo  ;  bat  presently  the  enemy,  who  had 
masBed  a  large  force  in  the  woods  immediately 
Dorth  of  the  railroad,  advanced  at  a  mn,  with 
lood  dieers.  Our  troops  in  their  front  did  not 
remain  to  receiire  them,  but  broke  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately. One  portion  of  the  line  being  broken, 
it  yery  soon  became  a  matter  of  acmve  auipetU, 

I  shall  only  add,  with  reference  to  me  affidr 
of  Big  Black,  that  a  strong  position  with  an 
ample  force  of  inf&ntry  and  artillery  to  hold  it, 
was  shamefnUy  abandoned  almost  without  resist- 
ance. 

The  troops  occupying  the  centre  did  not  do 
their  duty ;  with  an  almost  impassable  bayou 
hetween  themselves  and  the  enemy,  thev  fled 
helbre  the  enemy  had  reached  that  obstacle. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Vaughn  of  the  operations  of  ms  brigade 
on  this  occasion.  Colonel  Gockrell  savs,  in  his 
official  report :  **  After  a  lively  skirmish-fire  had 
been  kept  up  for  some  time  along  our  whole 
front,  I  saw  the  line  between  the  ralhroad  and 
first  skirt  of  timber,  north  of  the  railrcMul,  be- 
ginning to  give  way,  and  then  running  in  dis- 
order. I  watched  ^is  disorderly  falling  back  a 
few  minutes,  when  I  saw  that  the  enem^  had 
possession  of  the  trenches  north  of  the  railroad, 
and  were  rapidly  advancing  towards  the  bridge, 
onr  only  crossing  and  way  of  escape ;  the  ene- 
my now  being  nearer  this  crossing  man  my  Une, 
I  therefore  ordered  the  brigade  to  feJl  back, 
and,  moving  rapidly,  gained  3ie  bridge,  crossed 
over,  and  re-formed  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  north  of  the  railroad.** 

Colonel  Ghktes,  commanding  Second  brigade, 
Bowen's  division,  savs,  in  his  official  report: 
"They  (the  enemy)  formed  their  men  on  the 
river,  in  the  timber,  where  we  could  not  see 
them.  They  brought  their  men  out  by  the  right 
flank,  in  column  of  four,  about  one  hundred  and 
fwrty  yards  in  front  of  my  regiment  at  a  double- 
quick.  I  then  opened  a  most  terrific  fire  upon 
mem  and  kept  it  up  until  the  brigade  nad 
passed  out  of  my  sight  behind  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, immediately  upon  my  right ;  they  moved 
a>  as  to  strike  the  £'enches  occupied  by  Brigsr 
dier-Genend  Vaughn's  brigade — so  I  am  in- 
formed. I  do  not  know  whose  troops  were 
there,  but  it  was  immediately  on  the  right  of 
Green's  brigade.  After  they  had  passed  me  I 
listened  for  our  men  to  open  a  heavy  voUey  on 
my  right  and  drive  the  enemy  back ;  upon  not 
hearing  any  firing  on  the  right,  I  directed  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Law  to  mount  his  horse  and  go  to 
General  Green  and  know  whether  the  centre 
was  holding  their  position  or  not.  Colonel  Law 
returned  in  a  few  minutes  and  said  that  Gkneral 
Green  ordered  me  to  fall  back.  I  did  so  at  once. 
After  I  had  got  back  below  the  bend  of  the 
river  I  discovered  that  they  had  crossed  the 
ditches  and  were  between  me  and  the  bridge." 
In  tills  precipitate  retreat  but  little  order  was 
ohsCTveo,  the  object  of  all  being  to  reach  the 
bridge  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  many  were  un- 
able to  do  so,  but  efieoted  their  escape  by  swim- 
ming the  river ;  some  were  drowned  in  the  at- 


tempt ;  a  considerable  number  unable  to  swim, 
and  others  too  timid  to  expose  themselves  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  an  eflFort  to  escape,  re- 
mained in  the  trenches  and  were  made  prison- 
ers. In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
make  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
Colonel  Cockrell :  "  Captam  T.  B.  Wilson,  of  ihe 
Second  infimtrr.  Company  G,  claiming  to  have 
been  exhausted,  did  not  eo  with  his  company 
into  the  battle  of  Bakers  Creek,  and  having 
made  his  way  to  Big  Black,  joined  his  company 
in  the  rifle-pits  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventeenth  instant,  and  when  his  company  was 
ordered  to  fall  back,  abandoned  his  company 
and  remained  lying  in  the  rifle-pits  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  and  wnilst  a  prisoner 
stated  to  Colonel  Elijah  Gates,  of  the  First  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  who  was  also  a  prisoner,  that  he. 
Captain  Wilson,  intended  to  take  the  oath  and 
then  go  to  fighting  the  enemy  as  a  guerilla. 
Such  conduct  merits  a  dismissal  in  disgrace, 
and  such  an  officer  should  not  remain  in  the 
way  of  gallant  and  efficient  officers,  now  com- 
manding his  company."  In  this  opinion  I  fully 
concur. 

Neither  Brigadier-General  Bowen  nor  Green 
had  furnished  reports  of  the  action  on  Big 
Black  previous  to  their  death.  To  the  former 
had  been  intrusted  the  defence  of  ike  tete  de 
pont,  and  he  had  received  my  instructions  in 
person.  The  latter  had  been  second  in  com- 
mand. Brigadier-General  Vaughn  having  failed 
to  render  ms  report,  I  am  dependent  for  the 
particulars  of  the  action  upon  those  of  Colonels 
Gates  and  Cockrell,  which  are  respectfully  for- 
warded herewith. 

Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer,  was  instructed 
to  fire  both  bridges  after  seeing  that  all  the 
troops  had  crossed.  This  was  effectually  ac- 
complished under  his  personal  supervision.  The 
§uns  in  position  were  ample  for  the  defence,  but 
le  infantry  failing  to  support  them,  they  were 
abandoned ;  such  as  were  not  in  position  were 
safely  brought  from  the  field,  placed  in  battery 
on  the  bhiff  on  the  west  bank,  and  with  others  al- 
ready established,  and  a  sufficient  force  of  in- 
ftuitry^  held  the  advancing  columns  of  the  ene- 
my effectually  in  check. 

It  had  become  painfully  apparent  to  me  that 
the  morale  of  my  army  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  an  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Big  Black  River.  Not  only  was  it  greatiy 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  General  Loring  s 
division,  but  also  by  the  large  number  of 
stragglers,  who,  having  abandoned  their  com- 
mand, were  already  making  their  way  into 
Vicksbure.  The  enemy,  by  flank  movements  on 
my  left,  by  Bridgeport,  and  on  my  right  by 
Baldwin's  or  other  ferries,  might  reach  Vicks- 
burg  almost  simultaneously  with  my^lf,  or  per- 
haps interpose  a  heavy  force  between  me  and 
that  city.  Under  these  circumstances  nothing 
remained  but  to  retire  the  anny  within  the  de- 
fences of  Yicksburg,  and  to  endeavor  as  speed- 
ily as  possible  to  re-organize  the  depressed  and 
discomfited  troops.    Orders  were  accordingly 
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issued  at  ten  a.  v.,  and  Major-Gknenil  SteTen- 
son  directed  to  conduct  the  retreat,  which  was 
executed  without  haste  and  in  eood  order.  I 
myself  proceeded  at  once  to  Vicksburg  to  pre- 
pare for  its  defence.  I  think  it  due  to  myself, 
m  bringing  this  portion  of  my  report  to  a  con- 
clusion, to  state  emphaticaUy  that  the  advance 
movement  of  the  armv  from  Edwards*  Depot, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  was 
made  against  my  judgment,  in  opposition  to  my 
previously  expressed  intentions,  and  to  the  sub- 
version of  my  matured  plans.  In  one  contin- 
gency alone  I  had  determined  to  move  towards 
ackson ;  the  safety  of  Vicksburg  was  of  para- 
mount importance — under  no  circumstances 
could  I  abandon  my  communication  with  it ;  a 
sufficient  force  must  also  be  left  to  defend  the 
river  front  of  the  city — the  approaches  by 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  by  8nyder's  MiUs,  and  War- 
reuton,  against  a  coup  de  main.  My  effective 
aggregate  did  not  exceed  twentv-eight  thousand ; 
at  least  eight  thousand  would  be  required  for 
tiiese  nurposes ;  it  woukl  also  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  bridges  across  the  Big  Black,  on  the 
line  of  the  Southern  Railroad.  With  these  de- 
ductions my  movable  army  might  reach  eight- 
een thousand.  I  g^ve  this  number  as  the  maxi- 
mum. In  the  event,  therefore,  of  the  enemy 
advancing  witii  his  whole  force  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  against  Jackson,  my  commu- 
nications by  the  shortest  line  being  open,  would 
have  enabled  me  to  move  upon  his  rear.  (Gen- 
eral Johnston's  forces  and  my  own  might  have 
formed  a  junction,  or  have  attacked  simultane- 
ously in  front  and  rear ;  but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  attempt  to  execute  this-  plan 
until  tiie  arrival  of  expected  reinforcements  at 
or  near  Jackson;  hence  I  received  General  John- 
son's instructions  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth to  move  to  Clinton  with  a&  the  force  I 
could  quickly  collect,  with  great  regret,  and  I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  presence  of  one  or 
more  of  my  staff  officers,  I  remarked  in  sub- 
stance, ''such  a  movement  will  be  suicidal." 
Nevertheless,  notifying  General  Johnston  of  the 
fact,  I  took  measures  for  an  advance  movement 
at  once— -not,  it  is  true,  directly  towards  Clin- 
ton, but  in  the  only  direction  which,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
me,  I  mought  offered  a  possibility  of  suc- 
cess. Had  I  moved  directly  to  Clinton  the  Bne- 
my  would  not  have  given  me  battie  in  front,  but 
would  have  interposed  a  force  greater  than  my 
own  between  me  and  Vicksburg.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying 
this  report  to  see  how  feasible  was  such  a 
movement  I  have  already  given,  in  the  body 
of  this  report,  the  two  letters  of  instructions 
from  General  Johnston,  dated  respectively  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May,  1863.  In  obe- 
dience to  the  injunctions  contained  in  the  former, 
which  was  received  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth, I  lost  no  time  in  putting  my  army  in 
motion  in  the  direction  ali^dy  stated,  and  for 
the  reasons  given.  About  seven  a.  m.,  on  the 
sixteenth,  I  received  tiie  latter,  which  reiterated 


the  previous  instructions.  I  had  in  no  measme 
changed  my  >  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  tibe 
movement  tiierein  indicated,  but  I  no  longer  felt 
at  liberie  to  deviate  from  General  JotmsUm's 
positive  orders ;  he  had  been  made  aware  of  my 
views  and  did  not  sustain  them.  The  order  of 
march  was  at'  once  reversed,  but  the  army  was 
hardly  in  motion  before  it  became  necessary  to 
form  line  of  battie  to  meet  the  greatly  8iq>enor 
forces  of  the  enemy.  About  six  p.  m.,  od  the 
sixteenth,  whilst  on  the  retreat,  the  following 
communication  was  handed  to  me : 

<<  Gaiip  nm  Una  rom  jAcnoar,  Itoy  14, 1983. 

"  General  :  The  body  of  troops  mentioned  in 
mv  note  of  last  night  compeUea  Brigadier4jeD> 
ral  Gregg  and  his  command  to  evacuate  Jack- 
son about  noon  tP-day,  tiie  necessity  of  taldsg 
the  Canton  road  at  right  angles  to  that  upoa 
which  the  enem)^  approaches  previented  an  ob- 
stinate defence. 

^  A  body  of  troops  reported  this  mominff  to 
have  reached  Raymond  last  night,  advanced  at 
the  same  time  from  that  direction.  Pris(»Mn 
say  it  was  McPherson's  corps  (four  diviaioos) 
which  marched  frt>m  Clinton ;  I  have  no  certUD 
information  of  tiie  other ;  botii  skirmidied  rtrj 
cautiously.  Telegrams  were  dimitdied  when 
the  enemy  was  near,  directing  General  Gist  to 
assemble  the  approaching  troops  at  a  point 
forty  or  fifly  miles  from  Jackson,  and  Omni 
Maxcey  to  return  to  his  wagons  and  provide  for 
the  security  of  his  brigade,  for  instance,  by  Wn- 
ine  Genend  Gist  That  body  of  troops  will  ba 
able,  I  hope,  to  prevent  tiie  enemy  in  Jackson, 
from  drawing  provisions  from  tiie  east,  and  tliii 
one  may  be  able  to  keep  him  from  the  coimtiy 
towards  Panola.  Can  he  supf^  himself  fron 
the  Mississippi  7  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  fron 
it?  And  above  all,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  hun?  Ai 
soon  as  the  reinforcements  are  all  iq>  tfaej 
must  be  united  to  the  rest  of  tiie  army.  I  an 
anxious  to  see  a  force  assemble  tiiat  may  be 
able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow  upon  the  enemy. 

"  Would  it  not  be  better  to  place  the  forcaa  lo 
support  Vicksburg  between  General  Loring  and 
thCit  place,  and  merely  observe  the  ferries,  so 
tiiat  you  might  .unite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 
sented itself  ? 

"  General  Gregg  will  move  towards  Canton  b> 
morrow.  If  prisoners  tell  the  trutii,  tiie  force  at 
Jackson  must  be  half  of  Grant's  army.  It  wodd 
decide  the  campaign  to  beat  it ;  whidi  can  oalj' 
be  done  by  concentrating,  especially  when  the 
remainder  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive ;  tiirrare 
to  be  twelve  thousand  to  thirteen  thousand. 
"  Most  respectfully, 

•*  Your  obedient  servant, 
**  (Signed)        J.  E.  Johkstoii.* 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Johnston*! 
letter  of  the  fifteenth,  which  caused  me  to  r^ 
verse  my  column  with  the  view  of  marching  to 
CUnton,  was  received  before  the  retreat  oom- 
menced,  and  about  eleven  hours  earlier  tiian  the 
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one  of  the  fourteenth,  just  presented.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  canses  which  produced  this  re- 
sult, but  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  liie 
t  &ct  that  in  this  letter  of  the  fourteenth,  Greneral 
Johnston  suggests  that  very  moyement  which 
I  had  made,  and  for  the  purpose  I  had  indi- 
cated. 

After  expressing  the  hope  that  certaim  dis- 
positions made  by  himself  mi^ht  prevent  the 
enemy  from  drawing  provisions  from  the 
east,  or  from  the  country  towards  Panola, 
he  says,  ''Can  he  supply  himself  from  the 
Mississippi?  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from 
it,  and  above  aU,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
£blI1  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  nim  ?"  1 
have  introduced  General  Johnston's  letter  en- 
tire, that  the  context  as  well  as  tiiat  portion  to 
which  I  have  particularly  ca^ed  attention  may 
be  considered.  I  had  resisted  the  popular 
clamor  for  'an  advance,  which  began  m>m  the 
moment  the  enemy  set  his  polluting  foot  upon 
^e  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I 
had  resisted  the  universal  sentiment,  I  believe, 
of  the  army,  I  know  of  my  general  officers,  in  its 
fiivor,  and  yielded  only  to  the  orders  of  my 
superiors.  I  was  not  invited  by  Grenend  John- 
ston to  submit  my  plans  to  him  for  his  consider- 
a^n ;  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  now  to  speak 
of  them. 

One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  retreat 
from  the  Big  Black  >vas  the  necessity  of  aban- 
doning our  defences  on  tiie  Tseoo,  at  Snyder's 
Mills ;  that  position,  and  the  line  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou  were  no  longer  tenable. 

All  stores  that  could  be  transported  were 
ordered  to  be  sent  into  Vioksburg  as  rapidly  as 
possible— -the  rest,  including  heavy  guns,  to  be 
destroyed.  There  was  at  this  time  a  large 
quantity  of  com,  probably  twenlr^-five  thousand 
or  "ttiirty  thousand  bushels,  on  boats,  much  of 
which  might  have  been  brought  in,  had  it  been 
possible  to  furnish  the  necessary  wagons.  The 
Wits  were  sent  up  the  river.  Two  companies 
were  directed  to  remain  at  Snyder's  MiUs,  mak- 
ing a  show  of  force  untfl  ihe  approach  of  the 
enemy  by  land  should  compel  them  to  retire ;  to 
them  was  intrusted  the  duty  of  forwarding  all 
stores  possible,  and  of  destroying  the  remain- 
der. 'This  detachment  rejoined  its  command  in 
Vicksbnrg  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth. 
Every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  the  im- 
portant approaches  to  tSe  city  by  Forney's  and 
Smith's  divisions,  while  ihe  troops  which  had 
been  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  sixteenth  and 
sevententh  were  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the  in- 
trenchments.  During  these  battles  the  troops 
of  Major-Ckneral  Forney's  division  were  dis- 
posed as  follows  : 

Brigadier-Gteneral  Hubert's  brigade' occupied 
^e  line  alon^  the  Yazoo  River,  from  Hames' 
Bluff  to  the  Mississippi,  including  the  approaches 
by  Chickasaw  Bayou.  Brigadier-General  Moore's 
brigade,  with  the  Mississippi  State  troops,  under 
General  Harris,  attached  (ab<5ut  six  hundred), 
guarded  the  river-front  at  Warrenton,  and  the 
approaches  from  the  lower  ferries  on  Big  Black 


River.  Brigadier-General  Shoupe's  brigade,  of 
M^jor-General  Smith's  division,  euaraed  the 
river-front  of  the  city.  Bri^ier-General  Bald- 
wui's  brigade,  with  Waul  s  Legion  attached, 
guarded  me  approaches  to  the  city  from  the 
Hall's  Ferry  road  around  to  the  Raihroad  Bridge 
on  the  Big  Black ;  the  heavy  artillery  at  the 
batteries  on  the  river-front,  under  Colonel  Hig- 
gins. 

Brigadier-General  Moore's  brifi^de  was  drawn 
in  at  once  from  Warrenton.  and  placed  in  the 
intrenchments  on  either  side  of  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road. 

Bngadier-General  Hubert's  brieade  arrived 
before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth,  bringing  with 
it  all  the  Effht  pieces,  and,  in  addition,  two 
twenty-pounofer  Parrotts  and  a  Whitworth  gun. 
This  brigade  immediately  occupied  the  intrench- 
ments on  both  sides  of  the  Jackson  road.  On 
the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  ihe  troops  were 
disposed  from  right  to  left,  as  follows : 

Major-General  Stevenson's  division  of  four 
brigades,  occupied  the  line  from  the  Warrenton 
road,  including  a  portion  of  the  river-front  to 
the  railroad—- a  distance  of  about  five  miles; 
Major-General  Forney,  with  two  brigades,  the 
line  between  the  railroad  and  the  Graveyard 
road — about  two  miles;  and  Major-General 
Smith,  with  three  brigades,  the  Mississippi  State 
troops,  and  a  small  detadiment  from  Lorin^'s 
division,  the  line  from  the  Graveyard  road  to  the 
river-front  on  the  north — about  one  and  a  (quar- 
ter miles.  Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division 
was  held  in  reserve  to  strengthen  any  portion  of 
the  line  most  threatened,  and  Waul's  Texas  Le- 
gion (about  five  hundred)  was  in  reserve,  es- 
pecially to  support  the  right  of  Moore's  or  the 
left  of  Lee's  bn^ules.  On  the  entire  line  about 
one  hundred  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  dif- 
ferent calibre,  principally  field,  were  placed  in 
position  at  such  points  as  were  deemed  most 
suitable  to  the  character  of  the  ^n ;  changes  of 
location  being  made  when  occasion  called  for  it 
An  engineer  officer  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  Lockett,  Chief  £i»^eer  of  the  Depart- 
ment, was  assigned  to  each  division,  with  an  as- 
sistant to  each  brigade  commander.  Daily  re- 
ports were  made  through  the  proper  channel  to 
Major  Lockett  of  the  operations  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's 
woY-ks.  Major  Lockett  thus  kept  me  constantly 
informed  of  all  important  changes,  making,  him- 
self, a  daily  report 

Instructions  had  been  given  from  Bovina  that 
all  cattle,  sheep,  and  hoes  belonging  to  private 
parties  and  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  .the 
enemy,  should  be  driven  within  our  lines.  A 
large  amount  of  fresh  meat  was  secured  in  this 
way.  The  s^me  instructions  were  given  in  re- 
gard to  com,  and  all  disposable  wagons  applied 
to  this  end. 

On  the  eighteenth.  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
had  been  previously  directed  to  cross  to  the 
west  biEmk  of  the  Big  Black  with  aO  his  cavalry 
was  notified  that  Snyder's  MiUs  would  be  aban- 
doned, and  that  he  was  expected  to  operate  on 
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the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of  cutting  off  hia  supplies  in  that  direction. 
Colonel  Adams's  force  was,  however,  very  inade- 
quate to  this  purpose. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  nothing 
of  importance  occurred.  Most  of  the  artillery 
was  speedily  placed  in  position  on  the  lines,  and 
inunediate  measures  were  taken  to  arm  all  men, 
who  had  either  unavoidably  lost,  or  who  had 
thrown  away,  their  arms* on  the  retreat  (len- 
eral  Johnston  was  notified,  on  the  seventeenth, 
of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  and 
Big  Black,  and  informed  that  I  had  in  conse- 
quence been  compelled  to  evacuate  Snyder's 
Mills.  About  noon  of  the  eighteenth  May, 
whilst  engaged  in  an  inspection  of  the  intrench- 
ments,  with  Major  Locket t,  my  Chief  Engineer, 
and  several  of  my  (General  officers,  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing  by  the  Jackson 
road.  Just  at  this  moment  the  following  com- 
munication was  received  by  courier : 

<*CAxr  BBnrm  livuMBiuii  amd  Baow^isviua,  \ 
♦*  May  17, 1863.     / 

"  lAeuienant'  General  Pemherton : 

**  Your  dispatch  of  to-day,  by  Captain  Hender- 
son, was  received.  If  Haines'  Bluff  is  untena- 
able,  Vicksburg  is  of  no  value,  and  cannot  be 
held.  If,  therefore,  jou  are  invested  in  Vicks- 
burg, you  must  ultmiately  surrender.  Under 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both 
troops  and  place,  we  must,  if  possible,  save  the 
troops.  If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg 
and  its  dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north- 
east 

**  Most  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
i   "  (Signed)  J.  K  Johxstox, 

«»  Genend." 

The  evacuation  of  Vicksburg  I  It  meant  the 
loss  of  the  valuable  stores  and  munitions  of  war 
collected  for  its  defence ;  the  fall  of  Port  Hud- 
son ;  the  surrender  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  the  Severance  of  the  Confederacy. 

These  were  mighty  interests,  which,  had  I 
deemed  the  evacuation  practicable,  in  the  sense 
in  which  I  interpreted  General  Johnston's  in- 
structions, might  well  have  made  me  hesitate  to 
execute  them.  I  believed  it  to  be  in  my  power 
to  hold  Vicksburg.  I  knew  and  appreciated 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  and  of  the 

Eeople  that  it  should  be  held.    I  knew,  perhaps 
etter  than  any  other  individual,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  its  capacity  for  defence. 

As  lone  ago  as  the  seventeenth  of  February 
lasf,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the 
President,  I  had  suggested  the  possibility  of  the 
investment  of  Vicksburg  by  land  and  water,  and 
for  that  reason  the  necessity  of  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition,  as  well  as  of  subsistence,  to  stand 
a  siege.  My  application  met  his  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  additional  ammunition  was  or- 
dered. With  proper  economy  of  subsistence 
and  ordnance  stores,  I  knew  that  I  could  stand  a 
siege.  I  had  a  firm  reliance  on  the  desire  of  the 
President  and  of  General  Johnston  to  do  all  that 


could  be  done  to  raise  a  sie^e.  I  felt  that  every 
effort  would  be  made,  and  I  believed  it  would 
be  successfuL  With  these  convictions  in  my 
own  mind,  I  immediately  summoned  a  council  of 
war,  composed  of  all  my  General  officers.  I  kid 
before  them  General  Jonnston's  conmmnication, 
but  desired  them  to  confine  the  -expression  of 
their  opinions  to  the  question  of  practicabilitj. 
Having  obtained  their  views,  the  foUowing  com- 
munication was  addressed  to  General  Johnston: 

«<  HiADQuiixiBs  VKPAxnam  or  UmBOBan  amd) 
"YKKBMcaQ,  May  U,  1861) 

•*  General  J.  E.  JoJmsUm: 

**  Gbneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  communication  in  reply  to  mine, 
by  the  hands  of  Captain  Henderson.  In  a  sab- 
sequent  letter  of  same  date  as  this  letter,  I 
inK)rmed  you  that  the  men  had  failed  to  hold  tbe 
trenches  at  Big  Bku;k  Bridge,  and  that,  as  t  coo- 
sequence,  Snyder's  Mills  was  directed  to  be 
abandoned. 

**  On  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  im- 
mediately assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the 
General  officers  of  this  conunand,  and  having 
laid  your  instructions  before  them,  asked  the  free 
expression  of  tibeir  opinions  as  to  the  practioi- 
bility  of  carrying  them  out  The  opinion  wii 
unanimouslv  expressed  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  army  from  this  position  with  socb 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy.  While  the  council  of  war 
was  assembled,  tiie  guns  of  the  enemy  opened 
on  tlie  works,  and  it  was  at  the  same  time 
reported  that  they  were  crossing  the  Yaioo 
River  at  Brandon's  Ferry,  above  Snyder's  MiIb. 
I  have  decided  to  hold  Vicksburg  as  long  as  is 
possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the  govon- 
ment  may  yet  be  able  to  assist  jne  in  keeping 
this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free  navigatieo 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  I  still  conceive  it  to 
be  the  most  important  point  in  the  Confedency. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  Pbmbekkw, 

li  Ueateiuuit-G<o«iL'* 

The  development  of  the  intrenched  line  from 
the  extreme  right  of  Major-General  SteveD8on|s 
position  to  the  left  of  Major-General  Smith's 
was  about  eieht  miles,  the  shortest  defensible 
line  of  which  the  topography  of  the  oountry 
admitted.  The  plan  was  submitted  to  me  imme- 
diately after  I  assumed  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  in  the 
latter  part  of  October,  1862— was  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch. Similar  instructions  were  about  tiw 
same  time  given  for  fortifying  the  strone  po^ 
tion  at  Snyder's  Mills ;  and  the  line  of  dcfenM« 
Port  Hudson  was  also  ordered  to  be  commeDced 
at  once.  'The  line  of  defence  around  the  city  of 
Vicksburg  consisted,  as  is  shown  on  the  map 
accompanying  the  report  of  Major  Locket^ 
Chief  Engineer,  of  a  system  of  detached  wortt 
(redans,  lunettes  and  redoubts),  on  the  promi- 
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neat  and  commanding  pointa,  with  the  usual 
profile  of  raised  field-works,  connected  in  most 
cases  by  rifle-pits.  To  man  the  entire  line  I  was 
able  to  bring  into  the  trenches  about  eighteen 
thousand  five  hundred  muskets ;  but  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  keep  a  reserve  already  to 
reinforce  any  pomt  heavily  threatened.  It  be- 
came indispensable,  therefore,  to  reduce  the 
Dumber  in  the  trenches  to  the  minimum,  capable 
of  holding  tiiem  until  a  reserve  could  come  to 
their  aid.  It  was  also  necessary  that  the  re- 
nerve  should  be  composed  among  the  best  and 
most  reliable;  accordingly.  Bowen's  division 
(about  two  thousand  four  hundred  men),  and 
Waul's  Tejcas  Legion  (about  five  hundred),  were 
designated  for  tluit  purpose,  thus  reducing  tiie 
force  in  the  trenches  to  little  less  than  fifteen 
thousand  five  hundred  men.  The  legion  was  on 
the  eighteenth  assigned  as  a  reserve  to  Forney's 
division,  and  was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Moore's  right ;  but  in  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth  was  transferred  to  Stevensen's  di- 
vision ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege 
was  held  in  rear  of  Brieadier-General  Lee's  bri- 
eade,  occupying  one  of  the  most  exposed  and 
unportant  positions  on  the  whole  line.  On  the 
night  of  the  seventeenth,  and  during  the  eight- 
eenth, Major-Greneral  Smith,  misapprehentung 
my  instructions,  given  him  immediately  after 
my  return  from  the  Big  Black,  had  occupied  an 
outer  line  of  defense  on  the  range  of  hills  north 
of  the  Fort  Hill  road.  This  line  had  undoubt- 
edly some  advantages ;  it  was  within  six  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  inner  line,  and  partially 
commanded  one  of  our  most  important  river 
batteries.  I  considered,  however,  that  the  in- 
creased length  which  would  bo  necessarily  given 
to  the  whole  line  of  defence,  the  intervening 
valley,  and  other  objections  to  its  occupation, 
more  than  counterbalanced  the  advantage ;  the 
troops  and  artillery  were,  therefore,  on  the  night 
of  the  eighteenth,  silently  and  safely  with- 
dilawn,  and  General  Smith's  division  occupied 
the  inner  line  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege. 
The  enemy  had,  however,  made  during^  the  day 
a  demonstration  with  artillery  and  infantrv  on 
his  position ;  and  early  on  the  morning  or  the 
nineteenth  he  occupiea  the  abandoned  heights. 
During  the  day  there  was  constant  and  heavy 
skirmishing  along  the  left  of  our  centre  on  the 
Graveyard  road,  accompanied  with  brisk  artil- 
lery fire ;  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a 
charge  on  Smith's  right  and  Forney's  left  but 
was  severely  repulsed,  losing  two  Sianas  of 
colors.  Later,  their  sharpshooters  and  artilleir 
opened  heavily  on  the  Jackson  and  Baldwin  s 
Feny  roads.  A  courier  was  dispatched  with 
the  following  telegram  to  the  President : 

"We  are  occupying  the  trenches  around 
Vicksburg ;  the  enemy  is  investing  it,  and  wiU 
probably  attempt  an  assault  Our  men  have 
considerably  recovered  their  morcdey  but  unless 
a  large  force  is  sent  at  once  to  relieve  it,  Vicks- 
burg before  long  must  falL  I  have  used  every 
effort  to  prevent  all  this,  but  in  vain." 


May  20. 

The  enemy  continued  to  move  from  our  right, 
with  heavy  cannonading  towards  the  centre 
and  left,  three  guns  temporarily  disabled. 
At  noon,  the  mortar-fleet  of  Admiral  Porter 
took  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula 
and  commenced  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 
The  following  dispatch  was  forwarded  by  cou- 
rier  to  Grenem  Jonnston :  "  The  enemy  assaulted 
our  intrenched  lines  yesterday  at  two  points,  cen- 
tre and  left,  and  was  repulsed  vrith  heavy  loss. 
Our  loss  smalL  I  cannot  estimate  the  enemy's 
force  now  engaged  around  Vicksburg  at  less  tlian 
sixty  thousand,  it  is  probably  more.  At  this  hour, 
8:30  A.  M.,  he  is  brisKly  cannonading  with  lon^- 
range  gpins ;  that  we  may  save  ammunition,  his 
fire  is  rarely  returned.  At  present  our  main 
necessity  is  musket-caps ;  can  you  send  them  to 
me  by  bands  of  couriers  or  citizens  ?  An  army 
will  be  necessary  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and  that 
quickly;  will  it  not  be  sent?  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  if  possible." 

The  fire  from  the  mortar-fleet  continued 
without  intermission,  accompanied  by  heavy 
artillery  and  musketry  fire  from  the  rear,  to 
which  but  slight  response  was  given.  Sev- 
eral guns  were  dismounted  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the 
afternoon  the  eneihy's  eunboats  steamed  up  and 
threw  a  number  of  shells  into  the  city,  but  with- 
out material  damage.  Anticipating  an  attack  on 
the  right.  General  Bowen  was  ordered  to  hold 
his  command  in  readiness  to  assist  the  threat- 
ened point,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  magazines 
mifht  be  secured  from  the  possible  danger  of 
disloyal  persons  within  tiie  Imes,  General  Stev- 
enson was  ordered  to  organize  a  guard  for  their 
protection  from  among  the  most  reputable  of 
the  citizens,  and  to  place  the  guard  under  the 
command  of  a  commissioned  officer.  The  pros- 
pect of  a  protracted  siege,  and  the  uncertainty 
as  to  how  many  assaults  we  mi^ht  have  to  repel, 
and  in  view  of  the  possibihty  of  having  to 
march  out  from  our  intrenchments  to  meet  and 
co-operate  with  an  assisting  army  expected 
under  General  Johnston,  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
vital  importance  that  every  charge  of  ammuni- 
tion on  hand  should  be  hoarded  with  the  most 
zealous  care.  The  amount  of  ammunition  in 
Vicksburg,  though  large,  would  not  have  suf- 
ficed for  an  unlimited  daily  expenditure  for  a 
protracted  period.  The  importance  of  the  most 
rigid  economy,  therefore,  in  its  use  was  appar- 
ent, and  strict  orders  were  consequently  issued 
against  all  picket  skirmishing  and  artillery  duels 
wnere  neither  served  any  useful  purpose.  These 
orders  were  repeated  as  occasion  required.  It 
being  impracticable  to  continue  feeding  the 
large  number  of  mules  and  horses  then  in  Vicks- 
burg, General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  have 
them  driven  beyond  the  lines  for  pasturage,  or, 
if  practicable,  to  send  them,  in  charge  of  a  de- 
tail, to  General  Johnston.  By  this  means  we 
were  relieved  of  a  serious  encumbrance  which 
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would  else  have  drawn  heavily  upon  our  lim- 
ited supplies  of  forage.  Another  courier  was 
to-day  sent  to  General  Johnston  with  the  follow- 
ing dispatches :  "  During  the  past  two  days  ihe 
enemy  has  passed  up  the  river  in  transports  in 
large  force  for  a  point  not  yet  discovered;" 

'*  The  enemy  has  continued  a  spirited  fire  all 
day,  also  his  shelling  from  mortar  boats.  Our 
men  have  replied  rarely.  Two  large  transports 
came  down  loaded  with  troops ;  thev  are  evi- 
dently reinforcing  their  present  large  force.  Am 
I  to  expect  reimorcements  ?  from  what  direc- 
tion, and  how  soon  ?  Have  you  heard  nothing 
from  Oeneral  Loring  T  Can  you  send  me  mus- 
ke^caps  by  courier  ?" 

"The  enemy  kept  iro  incessant  sharpshoot- 
th(  •  '        " 


ing  all  yesterday  on  the  left  and  centre,  and 
picked  off  our  officers  and  men  whenever  they 
showed  themselves.  Their  artillery  fire  was 
very  heavy,  ploughed  up  our  works  considera- 
bly and  dismounted  two  guns  on  the  centre ; 
the  works  were  repaired  and  the  guns  replaced 
last  night  The  great  question  is  ammunition. 
The  men  credit,  and  are  encouraged  by,  a  report 
that  you  are  near  with  a  large  force.  They  are 
fighting  in  good  spirits,  and  tiie  reorganization  is 
complete." 

**  P,  S. — ^Brisk  musketry  and  artillery  fire  to-day 
on  the  centre.  Three  guns  there  dismounted — 
will  be  replaced  as  far  as  possible.  Officers 
suffer  most  from  their  sharpshooters.  Inces- 
sant mortar  firing  &om  the  river,  and  last  night 
three  of  their  gunboats  engaged  the  lower  bat- 
teries." 

May  22, 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters from  the  rear  was  heavy  and  incessant 
until  noon,  when  his  gunboats  opened  upon  the 
city,  while  a  determined  assault  was  made  along 
Moore's,  Hebdrts,  and  Lee's  lines.  I  cannot  bet 
ter  describe  this  assault  than  by  the  following 
extracts  from  the  official  reports  of  my  sevend 
division  commanders.  General  Stevenson  says, 
in  his  report : 

''On  iJie  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of 
May,  many  indications  showed  that  they  (the 
enemy)  contemplated  an  assault  upon  the  line 
of  General  Lee.  A  tremendous  artillery  fire 
was  opened  and  kept  up  for  about  two  hours, 
while  the  fire  of  then:  large  force  of  sharpshooters 
was  heavy  and  incessant  At  about  one  o'clock 
p.  v.,  a  heavy  force  moved  out  to  the  assault 
making  a  gidlant  charee.  They  were  allowed 
to  approach  unmolestea  until  within  good  mus- 
ket range,  when  every  available  gun  was  opened 
upon  them  with  grape  and  canister,  and  the 
men  rising  in  the  trenches  i)oured  into  their 
ranks  volley  after  vdley  with  so  deadly  an 
effect  that,  leaving  the  ground  literally  covered 
in  some  places  with  t^ir  dead  and  wounded, 
they  precinitately  retreated." 

The  angle  of  one  of  our  redoubts  having  been 
breached  by  their  artillery  previous  to  uie  as- 
sault, when  the  repulse  occurred,  a  party  of 
about  sixty  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command 
of  a  LieutenantrColonel,  made  a  rush  and  suc- 


ceeded in  effecting  lodgments  in  the  ditch  at 
the  foot  of  the  redoubt,  and  planted  two  cobrs 
on  the  parapet  It  was  of  vital  importance  to 
drive  them  out,  and  upon  a  call  for  volunteers 
for  that  purpose,  two  companies  of  Waal's 
Texas  Legion,  commanded  respectively  by  CJap- 
tain  BraUuey  and  Lieutenant  Eoague,  accomM- 
nied  by  the  gallant  and  chivahroos  Colonel  E.  W. 
Pettus,  of  die  Twentieth  Alabama  regiment, 
musket  in  hand,  promptly  presented  th^sehres 
for  the  hazardous  service.  Of  their  suooen 
and  the  manner  in  whidi  it  waa  adiieved,  Qeo- 
eral  Stevenson  says : 

**  A  more  gallant  feat  than  this  has  not  fflDS- 
trated  our  annals  durins  the  war.  The  pro- 
rations were  quietly  ana  quickly  made,  but  ne 
enemy  seemed  at  once  to  divine  our  purpose, 
and  opened  upon  the  angle  a  terrible  fire  of 
shot,  shell,  and  mosketry ;  undaunted,  this  little 
band — its  chivalrous  commander  at  its  head- 
rushed  upon  the  works  and  in  lees  time  than  it 
requires  to  describe  it,  it  and  the  flags  were  in 
our  possession.  Preparations  were  then  quiddj 
made  for  the  use  of  hand-grenades,  when  tiw 
enemy  in  the  ditch,  being  informed  of  oar  pur- 
pose, immediately  surrendered." 

General  Forney,  in  his  report,  speaking  of  tbs 
assault  upon  our  intrenchments,  says : 

**  On  the  twenty-second  of  May  he  assaulted 
three  points  on  my  line,  as  follows :  Three  times 
on  my  extreme  left  and  extending  to  General 
Smith's  front ;  twice  on  the  Jackson  road,  sod 
twice  on  the  Baldwin's  Ferry  road,  at  eleven  x, 
M.,  and  five  p.  m.  These  assaults  were  made  bj 
larger  bodies,  and  apparently  with  more  deter- 
mination than  those  of  the  nineteenth  of  Ma/. 
Ck>lonel  Waul's  Legion  had  previously  been  sent 
to  General  Stevenson,  but  Green's  brigade  d 
Bowen's  divisioiL  was  in  reserve  behind  mjr 
right,  and  assisted  in  repelling  the  attack  at  tfa^ 
point  There  were  also,  on  this  day,  two  Lob- 
isiana  regiments,  of  Smith's  division,  in  res^re 
behind  my  division.  The  enemy  was  repnked 
in  each  of  his  attempts,  though  he  succeeded  in 
getting  a  few  men  into  our  exterior  ditches  at 
each  point  of  attack,  from  which  they  were, 
however,  driven  before  night  Hand-grenades 
were  used  at  each  point  with  good  ^ect  A 
color  banner  and  two  stands  of  colors  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Second  Texas  regiment  of  Moores 
brigade.  On  this  day  the  casualties  in  my  di- 
vision were  forty-two  killed  and  ninely-fire 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  bare 
reached  two  thousand.'^ 

General  Smith,  in  his  report  of  this  anaalt, 
says: 

**  The  twenty^second  passed  in  the  same  uanr 
ner  until  about  two  p.  m.,  when  a  column  wis 
discovered  advancing  against  the  right  of 
Shoupe's  brigade.  It  was  immediately  drives 
back ;  another  then  approached  on  the  right  of 
the  centre.  This  was  dispersed  without  great 
effort^uid  with  consideraole  loss.  Again  the 
eneinv  appeared  in  increased  force  on  my  right 
and  Forney's  left  He  was  promptly  repolssd 
with  heavy  loss.    This  terminated  the  day's  op- 
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erations,  with  the  ezceptioD  of  the  same  heavy 
fire  of  mnsketrj  and  artillery,  kept  np  ontu 
dark  along  my  entire  front" 

After  these  several  decided  repulses  the  ene- 
my seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  taking 
by  assault,  and  went  vigorously  at  work  to 
thoroughly  invest  and  attack  by  re^ilar  ap- 
proaches, and  the  history  of  one  day  is  pretfy 
much  the  history  of  alL 

Hay  23. 

This  day  was  im«suall^  quiet,  with  but  little 
artilleiy  fiSring  untO  late  m  the  afternoon.  The 
sharpehooterB  of  the  enemy  wer«  more  cautious, 
and  Ae  was  evidently  staggered  by  the  severe 
repuke  of  the  day  previous.  Many  of  his  dead 
were  still  lying  unburied  in  sight  of  oor  trenches. 
The  fire  from  the  mortar  fleet  continued  heavy 
and  incessant.  At  night  the  engineers  were 
busily  engaged  repairing  in  the  work  in  front  of 
Lee,  Moore,  and  Hebort,  which  were  badly 
shattered. 

At  an  early  hour  the  mortar  fleet  opened  and 
kept  a  continuous  and  heavy  bombardment 
throughout  the  day.  Just  before  dark  the  artil- 
lery from  the  rear  opened  a  rapid  and  heavy 
fire,  but  not  of  long  duration.  In  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  attempted  to  mine  our  works  on  the 
Jackson  road,  but  were  soon  driven  off  by  the 
use  of  hand-grenades.  During  the  night  the  en- 
gineers were  engaged  in  increasing  and  strength- 
ening our  works.  Before  dayl%ht  our  nver 
pickets  cajptured  a  barge  laden  with  coal,  which 
was  sunk,  it  being  found  impracticable  to  unload 
it  General  Stevenson  was  ordered  to  have  col- 
lected all  the  ammunition  scattered  in  front  of 
onr  trenches,  and  to  have  the  cartridge-boxes  of 
the  enemy's  dead  emptied  of  their  contents,  it 
being  important  to  all,  in  any  way,  to  our  lim- 
ited supply  of  ammunition  and  musket-caps  es- 
pecially, of  which  latter  we  stood  greatly  in 
need,  having  a  million  more  of  cartridges  than 
of  caps,  withoat  which  latter  the  former  could 
be  of  no  possible  value. 

May  25. 

The  enemy  appeared  m  force  to-day  on  the 
Warrenton  and  Hall's  Ferry  roads.  TTie  firing 
was  about  as  usual  until  about  six  o'clock,  when 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  agreed  to,  to  per- 
mit the  enemy  to  bury  his  dead,  killed  in  ^e 
assault  of  Friday.  The  following  is  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject : 

M  Hkad^uabtkm  DffABmisrT  op  IfOSBBon  .akd) 
*«  ViOKaBUBQ,  lUy  25, 1863.    ) 

**  Commanding  Oetiercd  United  States  Forces  in 

froiaqf  Vtcksburg: 

**  Sir  :  Two  days  naving  elapsed  since  your 
dead  and  wounded  have  been  lying  in  our  front, 
and,  as  yet,  no  disposition  on  your  part  of  a  de- 
sire to  move  them  being  eidiibited ;  in  t^e  name 
of  humanity,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  remove  your  dead 


and  dying  men.  If  you  cannot  do  this,  on  noti- 
fication from  you  that  hostilities  will  be  sus- 
pended on  your  part  for  the  time  specified,  I 
will  endeavor  to  nave  the  dead  buried  and  the 
wounded  cared  for. 
"Very  respectftilly, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

**J.  C.  Prmbbrtoic, 

«<  Ueotdoani-Qeiioni).*' 

To  whidi  communication  the  following  reply 
was  received :' 

*(  BKADQUAmn  DKPIRIMERT  op  TBI  TKSrXBBB,  1 

«<  NSAE  ViGESBUBO,  May  26, 186S-8.80  P.  M.     / 

**lAetUenant-Ghneral  X  0,  Pemberionj  command' 

ing  Vicksburgy  Jftss.  .* 

**  Str  :  Your  note  of  this  date,  proposing  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  dead  and  wounded,  is  just  received. 
As  it  will  take  some  time  to  send  word  to  all 
my  forces  to  avail  themselves  ^f  tlie  opportu- 
nity afforded,  and  to  return  this  to  you  so  that 
notice  may  be  ^iven  to  your  troops  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  I  will  name  six  o'clock  p.  m., 
to-day,  as  the  hour  when  we  will  commence  col- 
lecting any  wounded  or  dead  we  may  have  still 
upon  the  field.  From  that  hour  for  two  and  a 
half  hours  all  hostilities  shaU  cease  on  our  side. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  (Signed)  U.  8.  Grant, 

"  KaJor-OeneraL'' 

During  the  day  about  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  captured,  and  a  working  party  was  sent 
to  throw  up  obstructions  on  the  flat  below  the 
city.  No  circumstance  worthy  of  special  note 
occurred  between  this  date  and  that  of  the  twen- 
ty-seventh. The  enemy  evidently  was  discour- 
aged by  his  previous  fruitless  and  costly  assaults 
upon  our  works  in  the  rear,  and  he  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  jto  attempt  to  silence 
our  upper  battery,  and  then,  by  tlie  aid  of  his 
^xmboats,  to  effect  a  lodgment  in  the  trenches 
immediately  above  and  beyond  it  Witti  this 
design,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
at  about  nine  o'clock,  rour  of  his  boats  engaged 
our  lower  batteries ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  turreted  iron-clad  of  the  largest  class, 
and  carrying  fourteen  guns,  puphed  boldly  down 
the  river,  rounded  the  peninsula,  and  was  soon 
hotly  eng&Ked  with  our  upper  battery  at  short 
range.  After  a  spirited  engagement  of  about 
forty-five  minutes,  the  Cincinnati  was  rendered 
a  complete  wreck,  and  only  escaped  total  de- 
struction by  being  run  aground  on  the  Missis- 
sippi shore,  where  she  is  probably  still  Mng. 
The  lower  fleet,  witnessing  her  disoomnture, 
soon  drew  off.  witii  what  damage  to  themselves 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  firing  from  our  bat- 
teries was  most  excellent,  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded  to  Colonel  Higgins,  his  offi- 
cers and  men,  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
skilL  The  «nemy  still  continuea  to  work  stead- 
ily in  completing  and  strengthening  his  line  of 
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circmnvallatioD.  His  fire  of  musketry  and  ar- 
tiUery  was  continuoiis  doriDg  each  day.  Mi^or 
Mathews,  Ordnance  Officer,  was  instructed  to 
have  the  large  number  of  unezploded  Parrott 
shells  scattered  around  the  city  sent  to  Paxton's 
foundry  and  re-capped.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire 
from  tiie  rear,  and  for  four  hours  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  was  rained  upon  the  city,  seriously 
damaging  many  buildings,  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  huree  number  of  soldiers  and  citizens. 
During  the  day  fiUett's  mariitid  brigade  ar- 
rived and  anchored  at  the  bend  above.  Two 
couriers  had  arrived  from  General  Johnston  on 
the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth,respectively. 
The  former  brought  eighteen  thousana  caps,  the 
latter  twenty  thousanoL  and  the  following  dis- 
patch, the  first  received  since  the  eighteenth : 

.<*Ma7a6,1806. 

•*  LieutencmirGenercd  Pembei'ton : 

**  My  last  note  was  returned  by  the  bearer. 
Two  hundred  thousand  Caps  have  been  sent 
It  will  be  continued  as  they  arrive.  Bragg  is 
sendinga  division ;  when  it  comes  I  will  move  to 
you.  Which  do  you  think  the  best  route  ?  How 
and  where  is  the  enemy  encamped  ?  What  is 
your  force  ? 

**  (Signed)  J.  E.  JoHysroic.'' 

The  two  hundred  thousand  caps  mentioned 
in  the  above  dispatch  were  captured  by  the 
enemy.  I  dispatched  the  following  in  reply: 
"Your  dispatch  of  twenty-fifth  received  this 
morning,  with  twenty  thousand  caps ;  Fontaine 
yesterday  with  eighteen  thousand.  No  messen- 
ger from  you  smce  the  eighteenth,  I  have 
eighteen  thousand  men  to  man  the  lines  and 
•iver-front;  no  reserves.  I  do  not  think  you 
should  move  with  less  than  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  men,  and  then,  if  possible,  towards 
6nyder's  Mills,  giving  me  notice  of  the  time  of 
your  approach.  The  enemy  encompasses  my 
lines  from  right  to  left  flank,  occupying  aJl  roads. 
He  has  three  corps :  Sherman  on  my  left ;  Mo- 
Pherson,  centre;  McClemand  on  my  right; 
Hurlburt*8  division  from  Memphis,  and  EUetf  s 
marine  brigade  (the  last  afloat).  Enemy  has 
made  several  assaults.  My  men  are  in  good 
spirits,  awaiting  your  arrival.  Since  investment 
we  have  lost  about  one  thousand  men,  many 
officers.  You  may  depend  on  my  holding  the 
place  as  lone  as  possible.  On  the  twenty-sev- 
enth we  sunk  one  of  their  best  iron-dad  gtm- 
boats." 

On  the  thirtieth,  I  a^ain  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows :  *•  Scouts  report  the  enemy  to  have  witii- 
drawD  most  of  his  forces  from  our  right  yester- 
day, leaving  Hall's  Fer^  road  open,  I  apprehend, 
for  a  movement  against  you.  I  expect  this 
courier  to  return  to  me." 

The  meat  ration  having  been  reduced  one- 
half,  that  of  sugar,  rice,  and  beans,  was  largely 
increased.  It  was  important,  above  all  things, 
that  every  encouragement  shoiUd  be  given  to 
the  troops.    With  this  object  in  view,  1  ordered 


Ijie  impressment  of  chewing-tobacco,  and  its 
issue  to  the  troops.  This  had  a  verv  beneficial 
influence.  The  enemy  kept  steadily  at  work, 
day  and  night,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the 
cover  of  the  hills,  had  run  his  parauels  up  to 
within  seventy-five  yards  of  our  works.  He  was 
also  mining  at  different  points,  and  it  required 
the  active  and  constant  attention  of  our  «igi- 
neers  to  repair  at  night  the  damage  inflicted 
upon  our  works  during  the  da^,  and  to  meet  bis 
different  mines  by  counterminmg.  Orders  were 
issued  to  prepare  thunder-bsrreiB  and  petardf 
for  the  de^ce  of  near  points,  and  every  pra- 
caution  taken  to  check  the  enemy  in  his  opera- 
tions, and  to  delay  them  as  far  as  possible.  On 
the  seventh  of  June,  the  following  disDatdi  was 
sent  to  €r«aeral  Johnston :  **  I  am  stiJi  without 
information  from  you  later  than  your  dispatch 
of  twenty-fifth.  The  enemy  continues  to  intrench 
his  position  around  Yicksburg.  I  have  sent  out 
couriers  to  you  almost  daily.  The  same  men 
are  constantly  in  the  trenches,  but  are  stiD  ia 
good  spirits,  expecting  your  approach.  The 
enemy  is  so  vigilant  tluit  it  is  impossible  to  ob- 
tain reliable  information.  When  may  I  expect 
you  to  move,  and  in  what  direction  ?  My  sub- 
sistence may  be  put  down  for  about  twenty 
days."  On  tiie  tenth,  I  again  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  enemy  bombards  day  and  night  from 
seven  mortars  on  opposite  siae  of  pcninsuh. 
He  also  keeps  up  constant  fire  on  our  lines  with 
artillery  and  sharpshooters.  We  are  losii^ 
many  officers  and  men.  I  am  waiting  most  anx- 
iously to  know  your  intentions.  Have  beard 
nothing  of  you  or  from  you  since  twcnty-fiffli  of 
May.  "1  shall  endeavor  to  hold  out  as  long  ^ 
we  have  anything  to  eat  Can  you  not  send  me 
a  verbal  message  by  a  courier  crossing  fiie  rirer 
above  or  belowHTicksburg,  and  swimming  acnw 
again  opposite  Yicksburg?"  Again,  on  ti» 
twelfth,  I  dispatched  as  follows:  "Courier 
Walker  arrived  this  morning,  with  caps.  No 
message  from  you.  Very  heavy  firing  yesterday 
from  mortars  and  on  lines."  About  this  time 
our  provisions,  particularly  of  meat,  having  be- 
come exhaustea.  General  Stevenson  was  in- 
structed to  impress  all  the  cattle  in  tbe  d^, 
and  the  Chief  Commissary  directed  to  sell  only 
one  ration  per  diem  to  any  officer.  He  was  abo 
instructed  to  issue  for  bread  equal  portions  of 
rice  and  flour — four  ounces  each.  About  the 
thirteenth,  Captain  Saxmders  arrived  from  Jvk- 
son,  via  Steele's  Bayou,  with  two  hundred  thou- 
sand percussion-caps,  and  a  day  or  two  subse- 
quently I  received  the  following  dispatch  from 
General  Johnston : 

"  I  am  too  weak  to  save  Yicksburg ;  can  do 
no  more  than  attempt  to  save  you  and  year 
garrison.  It  will  be  impossible  to  extricate  yoo 
unless  you  co-operate,  and  we  make  mutially 
supporting  movements.  Communicate  your  plans 
and  suggestion^  if  possible." 

On  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth,  I  addreswd 
General  Johnston  as  follows :  "  Last  night  G4>- 
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tain  Sttxmdera  arrived  with  two  hundred  thou- 
sand caps,  bat  brought  no  information  as  to 
Tour  position  or  movonents.  The  enem^  is 
knding  troops  in  large  numbers  on  Louisiana 
shore,  above  -Yicksbnrg.  They  are  probablv 
from  Meitiphis,  but  it  may  be  from  Yazoo ;  I 
cannot  ascertain  positively.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy  has  ran  his  saps  to  within  tweat- 
ty-five  yards  of  oar  works.  He  will  probably 
attempt  to  sink  a  mine ;  I  shall  try  to  thwart 
him.  I  am  anzioasly  expecting  to  hear  from 
yon,  to  arrange  for  co-operation.^ 


MU^isas. 

"The  enemy  has  placed  nerenl  very  heavy 
gnns  in  position  against  onr  works,  and  is  ap> 
preaching  then  very  near  by  sap.  His  fire  is 
ahnoet  continnons.  Our  men  have  no  relief- 
are  becoming  much  fatigued,  but  are  stUl  in 
pretty  good  spirits.  I  think  your  movement 
should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy 
is  receiving  reinforcements.  We  are  living  on 
ereatly  reduced  rations,  but  I  thhik  sufficient 
for  twenty  days  yet"    The  enemy  had  now 

Ekced  in  position  on  the  peninsula  several  very 
eavy  guns,  the  fire  of  whidi  was  very  de- 
structive, and  though  repeated  attempts  were 
made  we  could  not  succeed  in  sDencing  them. 
On  the  nineteentii,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  **  The  enemy  opened 
aD  his  batteries  on  our  lines  about  hau-past 
three  o'clock  this  morning,  and  continued  the 
heaviest  fire  we  have  yet  sustained,  until  eight 
o'dock,  bat  he  did  not  asault  our  works.  Artil- 
lery is  reported  to  have  been  distinctly  heard 
about  two  o'clock  a,  m.,  towards  and  eai>t  of 
Snyder's  Mills,  supposed  to  have  been  an  en- 
gagement with  your  troops.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy's  works  are  within  twenty-five 
feet  of  our  redan,  also  very  close  on  Jackson 
and  Baldwin's  Ferry  roads,  i  hope  you  will  ad- 
vance with  the  least  possible  delay.  My  men 
have  been  thirty-four  davs  and  nights  in 
trenches  without  reUef^  and  the  enemy  within 
conversation  distance.  We  are  living  on  very 
reduced  rations,  and,  as  you  know,  are  entirely 
isolated.  What  aid  am  I  to  en)ect  from  vou? 
The  bearer,  Captain  Wise,  can  be  confided  in." 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  a  party  from 
Gommlng^  Geon^a  brigade,  Stevenson's  divis- 
ion, made  a  gallant  sortie  on  the  Hall's  Ferry 
road,  and  captured  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
twelve  men,  with  their  intrenching  tools,  &a 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  a  heavy  skir- 
mish occurred  in  front  of  Cummin^s's  hne  for 
the  possession  of  a  picket-station,  which  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Under  date  of  the 
twenty-first,  the  following  di^atch  was  sent 
out  to  General  Johnston : 

**  Tour  dispatches  of  fourteenth  and  sixteenth 
received.  If  it  is  absolutely  impossible  in  your 
opinion  to  raise  the  siege  with  our  combined 
forces,  and  that  nothing  more  can  be  done  than 
to  extricate  this  garrison,  I  suggest  that,  giv- 
ing me  full  information  in  time  to  act,  you  move 
by  the  north  of  tiie  railroad,  drive  in  the  enemy's 
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pickets  at  night,  and  at  daylight  next  morning, 
engage  him  heavily  with  skirmishers,  occupying 
him  during  the  entire  day,  and  that  on  tliat  night, 
I  move  by  the  Warrenton  road,  by  Hankinson's 
Ferry,  to  which  point  you  should  previously 
send  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  two  field  bat- 
teries to  build  a  bridge  there,  and  hold  that 
ferry;  also  Hall's  and  Baldwin's  to  cover  my 
Grossing  at  Hankinson's.  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
move  with  my  artillery,  and  wagons.  I  suggest 
this  as  the  best  plan,  because  all  the  other  r^s 
are  too  strongly  intrenched,  and  the  enemy  in 
too  heavy  foroa  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
success,  unless  you  move  in  sufficient  force  to 
compel  him  to  abandon  his  communications 
with  Snyder's,  which  I  still  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  do.  I  await  your  orders.  Captain 
Cooper  uaderstands  all  my  viewsf«nd  will  ex- 
plain further." 

I  insert  here  two  dispatches  from  General 
Johnston,  one  of  which  is  acknowledged  in  my 
letter  above : 

«« jone  14, 1868. 

"All  that  we  can  attempt  is  to  save  you  and 
your  garrison.  To  do  this  exaet  co-operation  is 
indispensable.  By  fighting  the  enemy  simul- 
taneously, at  the  same  point  of  the  fine,  you 
may  be  extricated.  Our  joint  forces  cannot 
raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  My  communica- 
tions with  the  rear  can  best  be  preserved  by 
operating  north  of  the  raihroad.  Inform  me,  as 
soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you  best , 
Your  dispatch  of  the  twelfth  received.  General 
Taylor  with  eight  thousand  men  will  endeavor 
to  open  communication  with  you  from  Rich- 
mond." 

«  Jime  S2, 1808. 

**Your  dispatch  of  the  fifteenth  received. 
General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  £.  K.  Smith 
to  co-operate  with  you  from  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  to  throw  in  suppliefb,  and  to  cross 
with  his  force  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I 
will  have  the  means  of  moving  towards  the 
enemy  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a 
diversion  in  your  favor,  and,  if  possible,  commu- 
nicate with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too 
small  to  effect  the  latter.  I  have  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger  Saunders 
to  state  to  me  the  least  with  whidi  I  ought  to 
make  an  attempt.  Scouts  report  the  enemy 
fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads  blockea. 
If  I  can  do  nothing  to  r^eve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  the  garrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  communicate." 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
enemy  exploded  his  first  mine,  under  the  para- 
pet of  General  Forney's  works.  In  his  official 
report  that  officer  says :  *'  The  explosion  effected 
a  breach  through  which  the  enemy  immediately 
attempted  to  charge,  but  was  promptly  and  gal- 
lantly repulsed.  The  Sixth  Missouri  regiment, 
whidi  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  on  tae  spot 
immediately  after  the  explosion,  and  its  com- 
mander. Colonel  Eugene  Irwin,  was  instantly 
killed  while  attempting  to  lead  a  charge  over  the 
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works.  Six  men  of  the  Forty-third  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  ^aft  countermining  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  were  buried  and  lost 
At  dark  the  enemy  had  possessed  himself  of  the 
ditch  and  slope  of  the  parapet,  and  oiur  troops 
retired' to  an  interior  line  a  few  feet  back.  This 
point  was  now  reinforced  by  Ck)lonel  GockreU's 
brigade  of  Bo  wen's  division,  and  work  was  re- 
sumed by  the  enemy,  and  by  us.  they  mining, 
and  we  countermining."  From  this  time  imtd 
the  first,  nothing  of  moment  ocoorred.  On 
that  morning,  however,  the  enemy  sprung  an- 
other mine,  on  the  right  of  the  Jackson  road, 
which  is  thus  spoken  of  by  General  Forney,  in 
his  report :  **  The  result  was  tiie  entire  demo- 
lition of  the  redan,  leaving  only  an  immense 
chasm  where  it  stood.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  earth  im|p  thrown  towaras  tiie.  enemy,  the 
line  of  least  resistance  bein^  in  that  direction. 
Our  interior  line  was  much  mjured.  Nine  men 
who  were  countermining  were  necessarily  lost, 
and  a  large  number  of  those  manning  the  works 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, made  no  attempt  to  charge,  seeming  satis- 
fied with  having  materially  weakened  the  posi- 
tion. I  tmderstend  that  the  amount  of  powder 
used  by  the  enen^  in  this  explosion  was  one 
ton.  While  all  this  was  taking  place  on  the 
Jackson  road  the  enemy  was  by  no  means  idle 
at  other  points.  At  the  work  on  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road  his  sappers  had  nearly  readied  the 
ditch.  At  this  place  we  sprung  a  countermine, 
which  was,  unfortunately  a  little  premature." 
From  this  time  forward,  our  engineers  were 
kept  constantly  and  busily  employed  in  counter- 
mining against  the  enemy,  who  was  at  work 
day  and  night  countermining  on  the  different 
portions  of  we  line.  About  £is  time,  our  stock 
of  bacon  having  become  almost  exhausted,  the 
experiment  of  using  mule  meat  as  a  substitute 
was  tried,  it  b^ng  issued  only  to  those  who 
desired  to  use  it;  and  I  am  gratified  to  say  it 
was  found,  by  both  officers  and  men,  not  only 
nutritious  but  very  palatable,  and  every  way 
preferable  to  poor  beef.  I  have  ahready  given 
in  esOeMO,  the  several  letters  received  from 
General  Johnston  up  to  this  time,  and  my  re- 
plies thereto.  In  this  connection  I  take  occa- 
sion to  introduce  General  Johnston's  letter  of 
the  twenty-seventh  June,  which  was  never  re- 
ceived by  me,  but  a  copy  of  which  General 
Johnston  was  kind  enough  to  furnish : 

**JiiDeiT,186& 

"Tour  dispatch  of  the  twenfy-eecond  re- 
ceived. Greneral  E.  K.  Smith's  troops  have  been 
mismanaged,  and  have  fallen  back  to  DelhL  I 
have  sent  a  special  messenger  urging  him  to 
assume  direct  command.  The  detennined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  YicKsburg,  and  to  pos^ne  both 
the  modes  suggested  of  mereb^  extricatinff  the 
garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  tae  re- 
lief of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  be  made  by  you.    It  would  be  a  con- 


fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  oudbt 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them.  When  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  make  terms,  they  m^  be 
considered  as  made  under  my  authority.  To 
preserve  the  continuity  of  the  narrative,  and 
that  events  may  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
their  dates,  I  also  give  General  Johnston's  letter 
of  July  third,  whicn  was  received  by  me  on  ^ 
tenth : 

"Gamp  ioab  Bmmwii*8  Faor,) 
"  Jnly  «,  18«1       / 

"  Your  dispatches  of  the  twenty-eighth  were 
destroyed  by  messenger.  He  states  that  Gen- 
eral Smith's  troops  were  driven  bade  to  Mon- 
roe. This  statement,  and  his  account  of  your 
oonditicm,  make  me  think  it  necessary  to  create 
a  diversion,  and  thus  enable  you  to  cut  joor 
way  out,  if  the  time  has  arrived  for  you  to  do 
this ;  of  that  time  I  cannot  judge ;  yun  most, 
as  it  depends  upon  yoiur  condition.  I  hope  to 
attack  uie  enemy  in  your  front  on  the  sevenfli, 
and  your  co-operation  will  be  necessary.  The 
manner  and  the  proper  point  for  you  to  brinif 
the  garrison  out,  must  oe  detennined  by  yon, 
from  your  superior  knowledge  of  the  groond 
and  distribution  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Our 
firing  will  show  you  where  we  are  engaged.  If 
Yicksburg  cannot  be  saved,  the  garrison  masC 
On  the  first  of  July  Ifelt  satisfied  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  either  to 
evacuate  the  city  and  cut  my  way  out,  or  to 
capitulate  upon  the  best  attamable  terms.  Mj 
own  inclination  led  me  to  fiavor  the  fonner; 
with  this  view,  therefore,  I  addressed  to  mj 
division  commanders,  Generals  Stevensoa,  For- 
ney, Smith,  and  Bowen,  the  foUovring  oommom- 
cation : 

<*Hbadqoiirsb8  DBTjumiBn  ov  MwMfn) 

A3n>  East  Loubuxa,  > 

YujBmuua,  Joiy  1,  18S1   j 

**  General  :  Unless  the  siege  of  Yicksburg  if 
raised,  or  supplies  are  thrown  in,  it  will  be- 
come necessary  veiy  shortly  to  evacuate  the 
Slace.  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  former,  and 
lere  are  many  great,  if  not  insuperable  obatir 
cles  in  the  way  of  the  latter.  You  are,  there- 
fore, re(}uested  to  inform  me  witii  as  little  dekj 
as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  your  troops, 
andf  their  ability  to  make  the  marches,  and  un- 
dergo the  fiitigue  necessary  to  accompliih  t 
successful  evacuation.  You  will,  of  oburse,  use 
the  utmost  discretion  whilst  informing  yomielf 
through  your  subordinates,  upon  all  points  tend- 
ing to  a  dear  elucidation  of  the  subjects  of  jdj 
inquiry. 

•*  Verj  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  FXMBRITOK, 


Hie  next  day  I  received  a  reply  from  eadi  of 
these  officers,  which  is  herewith  submitted : 

**  BaAoquTisnv  awmuB'i  nim,1 

**  OxzmuL*:  Your  note— confidential— of  yes- 
terday, requesting  me  to  inform  you  as  to  the 
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condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  midergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
to  accomplish  a  snccerafnl  evacnation  of  this 
city,  was  duly  received,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  reply  thereto,  as  follows :  My  men  are  very 
cheerful,  but  from  long  confinement,  more  than 
forty-five  da^s,  in  the  trenches,  on  short  ratiops, 
are  necessarily  much  enfeeblea.  and  a  consider- 
able number  would  be  unable  to  make  the 
marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  which  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  a  successful  evacua- 
tion of  this  city.  If  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
it  should  be  necessary  to  place  the  Big  Black  in 
our  rear  in  one  march,  the  chances  are  that  a 
large  number  of  them  now  in  the  trenches 
could  not  succeed.  I  believe,  however,  that 
most  of  them,  rather  than  be  cq>tured,  would 
exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  it. 
I  respectfully  transmit  herewitti  the  opinions  of 
my  brigade  commanders  on  th6se  points. 
"  I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  8.  Stevenson, 

IbOor-Oeaeral.'' 

<*  DiTiooir  Hbaoquibtim,       \ 
NiAR  ViGBaBXTio,  Joly  2,  1888b  } 

**  Qkseral  :  In  replv  to  your  confidential  note 
of  yesterday,  reqnestmg  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to 
make  the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigues 
necessary  to  accomplish  a  successful  evacua- 
tion, as  heart-rendine  as  the  reply  may  be,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  concur  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  brigiuie  and  regimental  command- 
ers, that  the  physical  condition  and  health  of 
our  men  are  not  sufficiently  good  to  enable 
them  to  accomplish  sucoessfnlly  the  evacuation. 
The  spirit  of  the  men  is  still,  nowever,  unshak- 
en, and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  cheerfully  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  the 
siege.  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  further  in- 
formation, the  bri^Mle  reports. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  JSO.  H.  FORNIT, 

•*  mjor-OenenL" 

**  DlVSKHI  HSADQUIRZIBL  ) 

"jaiy2,  laaa  / 
"Gsnskal:  Your  note  of  yesterday  desires 
firom  me  a  reply  on  two  points,  viz. :  the  con- 
dition of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  unaergo  the  Catigue  necessary 
to  a  successful  «vacua8on  of  this  plaoe.  The 
length  of  the  marches  and  amoimt  of  fati^e 
necessary  to  a  successful  evacuation,  not  bemg 
indicated,  I  confine  myself  to  giving  the  ft>Uow- 
ing  mformation  and  opinion :  There  are  about 
(3,000)  three  thousand  men  in  mv  division,  in- 
cluding State  troops,  in  a  condition  to  under- 
take a  march  of  ei^ht  or  ten  miles  a  dav  in  this 
weather,  if  there  is  an  opportunity  of  resting 
at  intervals.  Out  of  these  three  thousand,  only 
about  two  thousand  are  considered  reliable  in 
case  we  are  strongly  opposed  and  much  har- 


assed. A  secret  evacuation  I  consider  almost 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  temper  of  many 
in  my  oonmand,  who  would  of  necessity  be  left 
behind,  not  to  mention  their  natural  timidity 
when  left  akme,  which  would  induce  them  to  at 
once  get  into  communication  with  the  enemy 
for  their  own  fancied  safety.  I  would  really 
expect  the  enemy  to  become  aware  of  the  move- 
ment before  my  command  had  cleared  the  right 
of  our  line.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the 
two  thousand  alluded  to  have  suffered  severely 
in  the  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  si^^e, 
and  while  their  individual  bravery  remains  ue 
same,  th^y  will  be  more  readily  thrown  into 
confusion  from  want  of  officers  to  handle  them, 
if  forced  to  halt  and  go  through  any  formation 
to  oppose  an  enemy.  In  other  words,  while 
under  the  impression  that  the  troops  will  to-day 
resist  an  assault  as  obstinately,  or  perhaps  more 
so,  as  when  they  first  mannea  the  trenches,  I  do 
not  think  they  would  do  as  well  out  of  them 
and  in  the  field.  I  believe  that  General  John- 
ston eiter  has  or  wffl  fight  Grant,  and  m^  hope 
has  been  that  he  will  be  successful,  and  m  time 
to  relieve  us;  at  present,  however,  I  see  no 
chance  of  timely  relief  from  him,  and  his  dis- 
patches have  never  indicated  a  hope  of  being 
able  to  raise  the  siege.  Under  these  circimi- 
stances,  I  deem  it  best  to  propose  terms  of 
capitulation  before  forced  to  do  so  from  want  of 
provisions.  The^following,  although  not  called 
for  by  your  note*  is  respectfully  stated  on  ac- 
count of  a  personal  conversation  had  some  days 
since.  In  regard  to  evacuating  with  or  without 
entering  into  terms  of  agreement  with  the  ene- 
my, I  should  much  prefer  the  former ;  there  is 
to  my  mind,  no  practical  difference  between 
giving  up  a  place  openly  or  secretly. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfdly, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

**  M.  a  Smith, 

MiOor-GemenL'' 

*«HiADQCAnR8  Bowm'i  DmaoK.       \ 
'' ViOBSiiuwi,  Mas.,  July  2, 1868.  j 

"  General  :  In  reply  to  your  inquury  of  this 
morning,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  com- 
mand to  force  their  way  through  flie  enemy's 
lines,  in  case  that  the  necessity  should  arise  to 
evacuate  this  position,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  my  men  are  in  as  good,  if  not  better  spirits 
than  any  others  in  the  Tine,  and  able  to  stand  as 
much  fatigue ;  yet,  I  do  not  consider  them  capa- 
ble (physically)  of  enduring  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  such  an  undertaking.  Forty-five  days 
incessant  duty,  day  and  night,  with  short  rations 
— ^the  wear  of  both  mind  and  body,  incident  to 
our  situation,  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  them, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  thev  cannot  give  battle 
and  march  over  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  the  same 
day.  In  view  of  the  feet  that  General  Johnston 
has  never  held  out  to  us  the  ^lightest  hope  that 
the  siege  could  be  raised — ^that  his  demonstra- 
tion in  our  favor  to  remove  this  exhausted  garri- 
son would,  of  necessity,  be  sufficient  to  raise  it, 
I  see  no  alternative  but  to  rescue  the  command, 
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by  making  terms  with  the  enemy.  Under  ttxe 
most  favorabto  circmnstances,  were  we  to  out 
our  way  out,  we  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  save 
two-thirds  of  onr  present  effective  strength ;  no 
provision  could  be  made  for  our  wounded  who 
feD  in  the  attempt,  or  those  we  leave  behind  in 
the  hospitals,  and  our  army  would  reach  General 
Johnston  fif  we  should  get  through)  a  mere 
handful  of  broken-down  strap^lers.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommend  ^at  an  munediate  propo- 
sition be  made  to  capitulate.  If  accepted,  we  get 
everything  we  have  a  right  to  hope  for;  if 
rejected,  we  can  still  hold  out  stubbornly  for 
some  days,  and  our  enemv  may  make  the  propooJ 
to  us.  When  our  rations  are  ezhanstea,  or 
nearly  so,  we  may  accept  a  surrender  with  the 
condition  of  a  general  parole,  instead  of  impris- 
onment, for  the  command.  If  the  offer  is  made 
at  once,  we  have  a  better  chance  of  makii^ 
terms  than  when  we  have  only  one  day's  resist- 
ance in  store,  in  case  of  a  refusal  The  proposi- 
tion coming  from  us,  if  rejected,  will  make  our 
men  determined  to  fight  to  the  last ;  theirs,  on 
the  contrary,  will  feef  that  after  Vicksburg  has 
been  offered,  their  blood  i(B  shed  to  gratify  a 
mere  vindictive  feeling  against  its  garnson, 
whose  only  &ult  has  been  the  noble  defence 
they  have  made ;  and  I  believe  that  numbers  of 
the  enemy  have  still  enough  manhood  to  admire 
our  courage  and  determination,  and  urge  liberal 
terms  of  capitulation. 

"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

**  Tour  obedient  servant, 
"J»a  a  BowKT, 

«'Mi^-OeiMnL" 

The  opinions  of  General  Stevenson's  brigade 
commanders  will  be  found  in  that  officer's  report, 
while  those  of  €kneral  Forney's  are  presented 
in  the  appendix  to  this.  So  far  as  I  know,  not 
a  soliteoy  brigade  or  regimental  commander 
favored  the  scheme  of  cutting  out ;  and  only 
two,  whose  views  were  presented  to  me,  inti- 
mated the  possibMty  of  making  more  than  one- 
half  of  their  conmiands  available  for  that 
purpose.  With  this  unanimous  opinion  of  my 
officers  against  Hie  practicability  of  a  successful 
evacuation,  and  n«  relief  from  General  Johnston, 
a  surrender,  with  or  without  terms,  was  the 
only  altematfve  left  me.  I  therefore  addressed 
the  following  note  to  Major-Geueral  Grant: 

<<  VnxsBUBG,  Jolf  8, 1808. 

"  Mqjor-OenerQl  U.  8.  Qrant,  commanding  U.  8, 

Forces,  near  Vicksbura,  Miss: 

"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  yon 

an  armistice  for  hours,  with  a  view  to 

arranging  terms  for  the  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
burg. To  tiiis  end,  if  agreeable  to  you,  I  will 
appoint  three  commissioners  %^  meet  a  like  num- 
ber to  be  named  by  yourself,  at  such  place  and 
hour  to-day  as  you  may  find  convenient.  I  make 
this  proposition  to  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  which  must  otherwise  be  shed  to  a  fright* 
ful  extent,  feeling  myself  foHy  able  to  maintain 
my  position  for  a  yet  indefinite  period.    This 


oommnnioaiion  will  be  handed  yon  nBderflagof 
truce,  by  Maior-General  J.  S.  Bowen. 
*"!  am,  Geooal,  very  req[>ectfBl]^, 
"*  Tour  obedient  servant, 
''J.  a  PBMBsmoir, 
«  UMtcnuMtaDwal,  wwniwndlnt." 
/ 

In  the  course  of  two  hours  the  annexed  reply 
received: 


(«  Bbadqcabibrs  DBPABnoorr  or  m  TcmBo; ) 
««NSAS  Tkoktm,  A47 1, 1861.       / 

** LieuiemmUOeneralJ.  C» Pemberion, command- 

ing  Cot^ederaie  Forces^  dc  : 

''Gbnbbal:  Tour  note  of  this  date  is  just 
received,  proposing  an  armistice  for  several 
hours  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms  of 
capitulation  through  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pomted,  kc  The  useless  effinion  of  blood  you 
propose  stopping  by  this  course,  can  be  ended 
at  any  time  you  ma^  choose  by  an  unconditioDal 
surrender  of  the  city  and  garrison.  Men  who 
have  shown  so  much  endurance  and  courage  as 
those  now  in  Ticksburg,  will  alwi^  chalfei^ 
the  respect  of  an  adversaxr,  and  I  can  assure 
you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
pris<mers  of  war.  I  do  not  favor  the  proposi- 
tion of  appointing  commissioners  to  arrange  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  because  I  have  no  terns 
other  than  those  indicated  above. 
**  I  am,  GeneraJ,  very  respectfully, 
"  Tour  obedient  servant, 
«U.  a  GnisT, 

"  Migof-Gcnenl.*' 

Upon  the  return  of  GeneiB]  Bowen  with  this 
letter,  I  understood  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
M^jor-General  Grant  to  have  a  personal  confrr- 
ence  with  me,  and  this  beipg  agreed  to.  st  three 
o'clock  p.  M.,  accompanied  by  Greneral  Bowen 
and  Captain  Montgomery  (then  supposed  to  be 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel),  I  proceeded  to  the  lines, 
where  I  met  G^nend  Grant,  surrounded  hr  a 
number  of  his  officers.  I  soon  learned  that  there 
was  a  mutual  misnnderstandinjr  in  r^ard  to  the 
desire  for  this  interview,  and  fierefore  informed 
General  Grant  that  if  he  had  no  terms  to  pro- 
pose other  than  were  contained  in  his  letter,  ti}e 
conference  could  terminate,  and  hostilittes  be 
resumed  immediately.  After  some  further  con- 
versation, he  proposed  that  General  Bowen  and 
Cai>tain  Mon^^omery,  and  two  of  his  officers, 
Major-Generals  McPherson  and. Smith,  should 
retire  for  consultation,  and  sug^bst  such  tenns 
as  they  might  think  proper  for  our  coQsiden> 
tion.  After  some  conversation  between  these 
officers,  we  parted,  with  the  understanding  that 
Genenu  Grant  would  oommnnicate  with  me  by 
ten  oH^lock  p.  m.,  and  abont  that  hour  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  received : 

"  &ADQI7AB31I8  DlTABTIOBT  Of  HB  TWO^ISen,  \ 

"NBiLBViGanno,Jal7  8,lSS8.    ) 
"*  Lieutenam-OeneralJ.  C PembeHony  eomma^ 
ing  Oof^ederaU  Forces^  Vuktimrg,  Miss.: 
**  GsifxaAL :  In  conformity  with  agreement  of 
this  afternoon,  I  will  submiitbe  following  propo- 
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siti<m  for  the  surrender  of  the  eity  of  Tieks- 
burg,  public  stcMres^  ko.  Ob  your  aooepiing  the 
termB  proposed,  I  will  mareh  one  diTiaion,  ae  a 
giiard,  and  take  pooaeoaion  at  eight  a.  il,  to- 
morrow. As  aoon  as  rolls  oaa  be  made  out 
and  paroles  signed  byoiBc««  and  men,  you  will 
be  allowed  to  march  out  of  our  lines,  the  officers 
ti^n^  witJi  them  tlrair  side-arms  and  dolhing, 
and  l£e  field,  staff,  and  cavaliy  offloers,  one  hovst 
each.  The  rank  and  file  will  be  allowed  all 
their  clothing,  but  no  other  proiperty.  If  these 
oonditious  are  accepted,  any  amount  of  rations 
you  may  deem  necessarr  can  be  taken  from  the 
stores  you  now  have,  ana  also  the  neeessary  cook- 
ing utensils  for  pr^Muring  them ;  thirty  wagons 
also,  coimting  two  two^orse  wagons  or  mule 
teams  as  one,  will  be  allowed  to  transport  such 
articles  as  cannot  be  carried  along.  The  same 
conditions  wiU  be  allowed  to  all  sick  and  wound- 
ed offioers  and  soldiers,  as  fiast  as  they  become 
able  to  travel.  The  paroles  of  tliese  latter  must 
be  signed,  however,  whilst  officers  are  present 
authorized  to  sign  the  roll  of  prisoners. 
"  I  am,  GenenJ,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

«  U.  Sw  Grant, 

This  letter  was  immediatdy  submitted  to  a 
oouncil  of  General  officers.  My  own  inclination 
was  to  reject  these  terms,  but,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, I  addressed  General  Grant  as  follows : 

«  HlADQDmBi^  VlCDBUM,  Jolj  8, 1868. 

"  Majar-Oeneral  U.  &  Orantf  commanding.  4te,: 
^  Gbmbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  tiiis  date, 
proposkig  terms  of  capitulation  for  this  garrison 
and  post  In  the  mafai,  your  terms  are  acc^ted ; 
bat,  in  justice  both  to  the  honor  and  spirit  of 
my  troops,  I  have  to  sulnnit  the  following  amend- 
ments, which,  if  acceded  to  by  you,  will  perfect 
the  an^ement  between  us :  At  ten  a.  m.  to-mor- 
rowTl  propose  to  evacuate  the  works  in  and 
around  Vicksburg,  and  to  surrender  the  city  and 
garrison  under  my  command,  by  marching  out 
with  my  colors  and  anns,staddDg  them  in  front 
of  my  present  Hues,  after  which  you  will  take 
posBosBlon  ;  officers  to  retain  their  side-arms 
and  personal  property,  and  the  right  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  to  be  respected. 
^  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PlMBBRTOK, 
*<  lienleiuuit  General,  commandtDfr" 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  the  fol- 
lowing reply  was  received : 

<«HiiLoq[i7.isnM  DEPiLvmirr  ov  thb  Tmhmbkii,  ) 
"  BDon  ViGKSBUK,  July  4, 1863.     J 

*^  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  vour  conmiunication  of  third  instant 
The  amendments  proposed  by  you  cannot  be 
acceded  to  in  fuH  It  wiU  be  necessary  to  fur- 
nish every  officer  and  man  with  a  parole,  signed 


by  himself,  which,  with  the  oomnletion  of  the 
roU  of  prisoners,  will  neoeesan|y  take  some 
time.  Again,  I  can  make  no  stipulations  with 
r^ard  to  the  treatment  of  citizens  and  their 
pnvate-psoperty;  while  I  do  net  propose  to 
cause  them  any  undue  annoyance  or  loss,  I  can- 
net  consent  to  have  myself  under  any  restraint 
by  stipulations.  The  property  which  officers 
will  be  allowed  to  take  with  them,  will  be  as 
stated  in  mjr  proposition  of  last  evening ;  that 
is,  officers  will  be  allowed  their  private  baggage 
and  side-arms,  and  mounted  omcers  one  norse 
eadi.  If  you  mean  by  your  proposition  for  each 
brigade  to  march  to  the  front  of  the  line  now 
occupied  by  it|  and  stack  arms  at  ten  o'clock  a. 
ic,  and  return  to  the  inside  and  remain  as  pris- 
oners until  properly  paroled,  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection to  it  Shoma  no  notification  be  received 
of  your  acceptance  of  my  terms  bv  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  I  shall  regard  ^em  as  havine  been  rejected, 
and  shall  act  accordingly.  Should  these  terms 
be  scooted,  white  nags  should  be  displayed 
along  your  lines,  to  prevent  such  of  my  troops 
as  may  not  have  been  notiied,  from  firing  upon 
your  men. 
**I  am,  General  very  respectfully, 

**  X  our  obedient  servant, 

"U.  a  Graat, 

«*Miv}or-Q«Deral." 

In  response  to  this  note,  I  immediately  dis- 
patched the  fbllpwing,  accepting  the  terms  of 
smrrender  as  modified  by  GeneralGrant : 

**HXAD9UARmS,  TiCKSBCBO,  Julj  4, 1868. 

"  Mmor-Qmmd  O.  8.  Orant.  oommamHng  UnU^ 
mfSiatei  Forces,  4tc: 

*"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  recepi  of  your  communicatiou  of  this  date, 
and  in  reply  to  say  that  the  terms  proposed  by 
you  are  accepted. 

**  Very  respectfully, 

^  Your  obedient  servant, 

'^  J.  a  FEMBBMrON, 

*<  Ueatenant^G«nena." 

These  terms,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  were  ap- 
proved by  every  division  and  brigade  com- 
mander, with  one  exception  (Brigadier-General 
Baldwin),  who,  without  offering  any  objection  to 
them,  insisted  upon  holding  out,  but  assigned 
no  reason  for  it  In  accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment, tiis  garrison  was  surrendered  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  Federal  forces  immedi- 
ately took  possession  of  our  works  and  placed 
guards  in  the  city.  If  it  should  be  asked 
why  the  Fourth  of  July  was  selected  for  the 
day  of  the  surrender,  uie  answer  is  obvious. 
I  believed  that  on  that  day  I  should  obtain 
better  terms.  Well  aware  of  the  vanity  of 
our  foes,  I  knew  they  would  attach  vast  impor- 
t^ce  to  the  eutrance  on  the  Fourth  of  July  into 
the  stronghold  of  the  great  river,  and  that,  to 
gratify  their  national  vanity,  they  would  yield 
men  what  codd  not  be  extorted  from  them  at 
any  other  time.    This  question  of  time  was  also 
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discussed  by  my  (General  officers  in  cooseil  and 
my  yiews  conoorred  izL  The  Msertion  that  the 
smreuder  of  Vicksburg  was  compiled  by  the 
want  of  sabsistence,  or  Umi  the  gairisoii  was 
starred  oat,  ts  one  entirely  destitute  ef  truth. 
There  was  at  no  ime  any  alMolute  sofifering  for 
want  of  food  aaong  the  garrison.  That  the  maci 
were  pat  upon  gp:ea1fy  redaced  rations  is  unde- 
niably true,  but  in  the  opinion  of  many  medical 
officers  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether,  un- 
der an  the  drcumsianoee,  this  was  at  all  injuri- 
ous to  their  health.  It  must  be  remembimd 
that  for  forty-seven  days  and  nights  these  heroie 
men  had  been  exposed  to  bimiing  suns,  and 
that  during  all  this  period  they  never  had — ^by 
day  or  night — ^the  slightest  relief.  The  extent  of 
our  works  requnred  every  available  man  in  the 
trenches,  and  even  then  they  were  in  many 
places  insufficiently  manned.  It  was  not  in  my 
power  to  relieve  any  portion  of  the  line  for  a 
single  horn:.  Confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
trench,  with  their  limbs  cramped  and  swollen, 
without  exercise,  constantt^^  expmed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shot  asd  shell,  while  the  enemy's 
unwring  sharpshooters  stood  ready  to  pick  off 
every  one  visible  above  the  parapets,  is  it 
strange  that  the  men  grew  weak  and  attenu- 
ated f  They  had  made  a  most  heroic  defence ; 
many  had  met  death  with  a  smile  upon  their 
lips ;  all  had  cheerfully  encountered  danger,  and 
almost  without  a  murmur  had  borne  privation 
and  hardships  well  calculated  to  test  their  man- 
hood. They  had  hdd  the  pkioe  against  an  ese- 
my  five  times  their  number,  admirably  clothed 
and  fed,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  all  the 
appliances  of  war.  Whenever  tiie  loe  had  at- 
tempted an  assault,  they  drove  him  back  dis- 
comfited, covering  the  ground  with  his  killed 
and  wounded,  and  alrec^  had  they  torn  from 
his  grasp  five  stands  of  colors  as  trophies  of 
their  prowess  (none  of  which  were  allowed  to 
fall  aeain  into  tneir  hands).  Elnowing  the  anx- 
ious desire  of  the  government  to  relieve  Vicks- 
burg,  I  Mt  assured  that,  if  within  the  compass 
of  its  power,  the  siege  would  be  raised ;  but 
when  forty-seven  weary  days  and  nights  had 
passed,  with  the  knowledge  I  then  possessed 
that  no  adequate  relief  was  to  be  expected,  I 
felt  that;  I  ought  not  longer  to  place  in  jeopardy 
the  brave  men  whose  lives  had  been  intrusted 
to  my  care.  Hence,  after  the  suggestion  of  the 
alternative  of  catting  my  way  out,  I  determined 
to  make  terms,  not  because  my  men  were 
starved  out,  not  because  I  could  not  hcdd  out 
yet  a  little  longer,  but  beeause  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  worn  down  with  fJAtigtts, 
and  each  day  saw  our  defences  crumbling  beneath 
their  feet  The  question  of  subsistence,  tnerefore, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  surrender  of  Yicks- 
burg.  With  an  unlimited  supply  of  provis- 
ions, the  garrison  could  not,  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  have  held  out  much  longer.  My 
previous  dispatches  from  General  Johnston  had 
not  made  me  very  sanguine,  and  his  dispatch  of 
June  twenty-second  was  not  calculated  to  ren- 
der me  more  hopefoL    He  said: 


''General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  E.  K. 
Snuth,  to  co-operatB  with  you  from  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  to  throw  in  siypUes,  and  to 
cross  over  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I  wiQ 
have  the  mean^of  moving  towards  the  enemy 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  tiy  to  make  a  diver- 
sion in  your  favor,  and  if  possible  communicate 
with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too  small  to 
effect  the  lattwr."  ♦  ♦  «  «  * 
**  If  I  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  you,  ra^er  than 
surrender  tiie  garriscm  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  can  communicate." 

I  never  received  any  communication  from 
Mfljor-Genml  TaylOT  on  the  subjeot  of  coK)p- 
eration,  nor  had  I  any  knowledge  of  his  where- 
abouts, or  of  his  forces,  and  I  heard  no  more 
from  (General  Johnston  until  the  tenth  of  July, 
when  I  received  his  dispatch  of  the  third,  in 
Vicksburg,  from  the  bearer  who  had  been  sev. 
oral  days  confined  and  a  prisoner  to  the  Federal 
authorities.  Had  I  received  Greneral  Johnstons 
dispatch  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  June,  in 
which  he  encouraged  the  hope  that  both  Vicks- 
burg and  the  garrison  might,  be  saved,  I  would 
have  lived  upon  an  ounce  a  day  and  would 
have  continued  to  meet  the  assaults  of  all 
Grants  army  rather  than  have  surrendered  the 
city  until  General  Johnston  had  realised  or  re- 
linquished that  hope ;  but  I  did  not  receive  bis 
dispatch  until  the  twentieth  of  August,  in 
GamesviUe,  Alabama,  nor  had  I  the  most  remote 
idea  that  such  an  opinion  was  entertained  by 
General  Johnston;  he  had  for  weeks  ignored 
its  possibility.  I  had  notified  him  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  June  that  I  had  enough  to  subsist  my 
army  for  yet,  twenty  days,  but  beheld  out  no 
hope  of  raising  the  sieg^  On  the  twenty-fifth 
of  May,  thirty-four  days  previous,  he  had  in- 
formed me  that  on  the  arrival  of  an  expected 
division  from  Bragg's  army,  he  would  "  more 
to  me.''  I  supposed  then,  with  my  co-operation, 
to  raise  the  siege.  No  subsequent  dispotdi 
from  him  sustained  my  understonding  oi  his 
communication ;  alL  without  exception,  of  later 
date,  spoke  only  of  the  possibility  of  extricating 
the  ganison*  His  dispatch  of  July  third,  re- 
ceived by  me  six  days  after  the  capitulation, 
held  out  no  such  hope,  and  I  am  fully  and  en- 
tirely satisfied  that  no  efficient  aid  would  have 
been  given  me  even  to  effect  an  evacuation.  I  do 
not  mean  nor  desire  to  be  understood  as  imply- 
ing that  it  might  have  been  given  me ;  I  only 
express  my  conviction  that  had  I  been  able  to 
hold  the  enemy  at  bay  for  yet  a  month,  I  do  not 
believe,  as  anxious  as  I  was  to  co-operate,  that  I 
would  have  been  relieved  by  any  force  from  the 
outside. 

In  a  dispatch  of  the  sixteenth,  t  think,  for  I 
have  not  me  copv,  I  suggested  that,  as  Gkner&l 
Johnston  deemed  it  impracticable  to  do  more 
than  by  possibili^  to  relisfve  the  garrisoD,  a 
proposition  from  him  for  an  evacuation  of  Vicks- 
Durg  might  be  favorably  entertained  by  General 
Grant  In  his  dispatdi  <^  the  twenfy-seventh, 
already  alluded  to,  and  previously  copied,  will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMENTS. 


583 


be  foimd  his  views  on  that  point  The  dispatch 
of  June  twenty-second  from  (General  Johnston, 
rendered  it  painf^y  apparent  Ihat^the  sieg^ 
could  not  he  raised  (to  cross  the  Mississippi 
River,  as  snegested,  in  the  face  •f  the  ^nem/s 
^nboats  ana  land  hatteriee,  was  an  impossibO- 
itr),  and  unless  this  was  eflbcted,  the  defence 
wtuch  had  been  so  long  and  gallantly  main- 
tained, ceased  to  be  of  any  practical  ntiUty.  . 

Proud  as  I  was  of  my  brave  troops,  honoring 
them  as  I  did  and  do  for  the  courage,  fiSrtitade 
and  coneitancy  they  had  so  nobly  displayed,  I 
f(^t  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  cmel  inhnmanity 
to  subject  them  longer  to  the  terrible  ordeal  tp 
"which,  for  so  many  days  and  nights,  they  had 
already  beep  exposed.  Brain  and  sinew  will 
alike  wear  out,  the  bravest  may  be  overpowered 
by  niunbers,  and  I  saw  no  advantage  to  he  gained 
by  protracting  a  hopeless  defence,  which  I  knew 
must  be  attended  with  a  useless  waste  of  life  and 
blood.  I  had  then  to  choose  between  such 
fiavorable  terms  as  I  might  be  able  to  obtain  and 
an  unconditional  surrender,  or  subject  the  garri- 
son and  the  citizens,  including  hundreds  of 
-women  and  children,  to  the  horrors  of  an  assaidt 
-which  I  could  no  longer  hope  to  repel 

Much  (and,  I  think,  unmerited)  obloquy  has 
been  cast  upon  me,  by  a  larze  portion  of  the 
public  press,  for  an  imputed  milure  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  subsistence  of  the  ganison  of 
Yicksbur^  and  Port  Hudson.  The  government 
and  my  immediate  military  sup^or,  perhaps 
better  informed  of  facts,  have,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  retrained  from  censure^  reserving  a  deci- 
sion uQtU  a  full  investigation  shall  have  deters 
mined  to  what  extent,  if  any,  it  is  deserved. 
Immediatelv  on  assuming  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  October,  1862,  I  gave  my 
earnest  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  several  staff  departments,  and  to 
the  ^eat  Question  of  supplies.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  speak  of  the  great  coniusion  and  general  want 
of  system  which  prevailed.  I  found  most  of  the 
district  commanders  exercising  the  authority 
which  pertained  only  to  the  department  com- 
mander, or  to  a  (General  commanding  an  army  in 
the  field ;  each  appeared  in  a  great  measure  to 
be  acting  independently  of  the  other.  To  some 
considerable  extent  this  seemed  necessary,  under 
the  existing;  chrcumstances.  Major-General  Van 
Dom  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  army 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  it  naturally  engaged  most 
of  his  attention.  General  Bragg,  to  whose 
department  the  geographical  districts,  just 
organized  into  a  separate  department,  had  heea 
attached,  was  too  fSur  removed  to  permit  him  to 
grive  his  personal  supervision.  It  resulted  ahnosi 
necessarily  from  tms  state  of  tilings,  that  but 
little  attention  had  been  eiven  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  supplies.  No  depots  of  importance 
existed  withm  the  Ihnits  of  the  department,  nor 
had  any  measures  been  taken  to  establish  ikem. 
Much  of  ihe  season  best  suited  to  the  collection 
of  stores  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  had  gone 
by ;  they  were  undoubtedly  abunoant  there,  but 


my  command  did  not  embrace  that  district  of 
countrv ;  I  had  no  control  over  the  steamboats 
in  fled  Riven  It  was  one  thing  to  purchase 
supplies,  but  another  #d  transport  them.  Most 
of  uie  boats  "^ere  engaged  in  canying  sugar, 
molasses  and  salt,  either  for  private  parties,  or 
for  the  government  Thers  was  great  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  owners  at  every  attempt  to 
divert  them  from  these  purposes.  The  govern- 
ment was  appealed  to  against  what  was  styled, 
the  violation  of  tiie  rights  of  citizens,  by  the 
military  authorities.  K  required  time  to  ascer- 
tain what  was  needed  to  be  done,  and  time  to 
acquire  the  means  of  its  aooomplishment  On 
the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  the  necessary  orders 
were  issued  to  procure  and  transport  supplies 
from  the  parishes  of  Point  Goupe6,  Concordia, 
and  Tensas.  Major  Ganey,  then  chief  com- 
mander, was  directed  to  comer  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broadwell,  asent  of  the  commanding 
General,  then  in  the  Tnns-Miasissippi  Depart- 
mfnt ;  but  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  department  without  relying  upon  him. 
Major  Dillon,  Commissary  Ibr  the  army,  with 
Major-General  Van  Dom,  was  direded  to  use 
every  effort'  to  subsist  it  from  the  northern  and 
north-western  counties.  J'or  several  months 
alter  I  entered  upon  duty  in  the  department, 
there  was  not  water  enouj^h  to  admit  of  the 
passage  toto  the  Mississippi  of  the  larger  boats 
which  had  been  run  up  rae  Yazoo  or  £m1  River 
for  safety.  As  early  as  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber, I  authorized  the  opening  of  the  mft  in  the 
Yazoo,  that  the  smaller -boats  might  pass  out 
Notwithstanding  tiis  violent  opposition  of  pri- 
vate parties,  very  many  of  these  wire  imme- 
diately taken  either  into  the  pennaneot  employ 
of  the  government,  or  chartered  as  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  The  transportation  of  sugar 
and  molasses  owned  by  the  j^vemment  and  by 
speculators  interfered  matenally  with  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  other  supplies.  When,  how- 
ever, about  the  eighteenth  of  Jansary,  the  larger 
boats  were  able  to  enter  the  Missiisippi,  a 
sufScient  number  was  at  once  put  into  requisi- 
tion for  government  transportation,  and  a  large 
amount  of  com  and  bacon  was  thrown  into 
Vicksburg  and  Fort  Hudson  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  I  regret,  however,  to 
say  that,  from  want  of  proper  care  and  energy 
upon  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  its  safe 
keeping,  a  large  Quantity  of  com  which  had 
been  landed  on  tne  shore  was  removed  so 
slowly,  and  so  little  precaution  taken  to  secure 
it  from  the  elfocts  of  the  heavy  rains  of  the  sea- 
sen,' that  much  was  destroyed  by  that  cause, 
and  much  was  carried  off  by  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
river.  It  happened  that  Just  at  this  time,  about 
the  tenth  of  January,  I  made  an  official  visit  to 
Port  Hudson,  and  was  myself  a  witness  of  the 
conseqvence  of  this  neglect  at  that  point  On 
tile  fourteenth  of  January,  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell, 
agent  of  the  Commissary-General,  and  also  for 
my  depvtmenty  unter  my  immediate  instruo- 
tions: 
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"  Purohase  baoon  for  Hiis  department ;  if  poa- 
eible,  buy  sereral  million  pomida ;  also  Bend,  if 
you  can,  a  few  tiionaand  live  hogs  to  Port  Hndaon 
and  Vicksbnre.  If  the  present  navigation  ahoald 
be  intermpted,  try  to  eet  the  hogs  aoross  the 
river,  so  Ihat  they  can  be  driven  to  the  interior 
of  the  State,  and  rendered  available  for  the  fme 
of  the  troops.  U  nothing  better  can  be  done, 
you  wiH  contract  with  eneivetio  men  to  get  from 
Texas  two  or  three  hnncured  wagons  loaded 
with  baoon,  the  meat  to  be  paid  forby  the  Chief 
of  Sabsistenoe  of  this  department,  ^e  transpor- 
tation to  be  settled  by  the  Qoartermaster,  and 
the  wagons  and  teams  to  be  taken  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  a  £&tr  valnaMon.  You'had  better  at- 
tend to  salt  first,  bacen  next,  and  to  sugar  after- 
wards. You  are  properiy  accredited  to  com- 
manding Generals  ^sewhere,  who  are  requested 
to  assist  you  in  accomplishing  my  wishes,  as 
herein  indicated.  I  was  extremely  desirous  at 
this  time  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  of  salt, 
to  enable  me  to  cure  bacon,  and  with  that  pi)r- 
pose,  an  order  was  issued  prohibit!]^  the  ex- 
portation of  hogs  from  the  department  The 
difficulty  ia  obtaining  salt  in  suffideiit  quanti- 
ty at  the  proper  season,  prevented  the  success 
of  this  plan  to  any  great  extent  Though  ex- 
tremely anxious  at  this  time  to  purchase  all  the 
meat  possible,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
make  large  purchases  of  com  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippiytor  Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell  was  so  notified.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  the  lar^e  amount 
at  Port  Hudson  had  not  been  properly  secured, 
and  more  was  still  being  dehveied.  Tlie 
enemy's  attempt  on  Yieksbur^,  via  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  had  just  signally  failed,  and  his  troops 
been  withdrawn  and  re-embarked.  Before  the 
first  of  Januarv  supplies  from  Deer  Creek  and 
Sunflower,  could  sot  be  brovght  down  owing 
to  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  and  when  the  rise 
of  the  river  admitted  their  beinff  landed  at  ^  Sny- 
der's Mills,'"  ike  character  of  uie  soil,  and  the 
roads  over  which  wagons  must  pass,  was  such 
as  to  render  transportation  almost  utterlv  im- 

Eracticable.  I  had,  however,  appropriated  one 
undredwa^ons  for  that  special  purpose.  In  a 
communication  dated  February  twenty-sixth. 
General  Stevenson  says :  "  Duriiig  wet  weather 
we  cannot  use  the  dirt  road  from  Haines*  Blixff 
to  this  point  (Yicksburg).  The  passage  of  our 
train  of  over  one  hundred  wagons  would  ren- 
der it  impassable  in  one  day ;  oesides,  not  be- 
ing able  to  haul  BM>re  than  ar  quarter  load,  it 
would  prevent  its  being  kept  in  good  order.  To 
relieve  it  at  such  times,  gram  should  be  obtaimsd 
by  railroad,  but  it,  as  now  managed,  cannot  be 
relied  on.**  There  was  an  abundance  of  com  in 
the  department  but  in  very  many  instances 
planters  refused  to  sell,  except  for  cash  pay- 
ments, and  the  great  delav  in  forwarding  funds 
embarrassed  me  accordingly.  On  the  twentietii 
of  January  I  telegraphed  as  follows  to  tiie  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War :  **  Unless  funds  ai8 
sent  immediately  to  Migor  Thomas  Johnston, 
Chief  C.  S.  of  Department,  the  army  cannot  be  sup- 


ported;  estimates  have  been  forwarded.  Please 
have  money  sent  at  oncA.**    Durine  this  time 
stores  wei^  ^^^^^  rapidly  oolle<^fia  at  various 
depots,  but  the  difficulty  of  transportation,  owing 
to*  the  wretched  condition  of  me  8.  R.  B.,  the 
obstacle  that  were  being  oontinually  thrown  in 
the  way  by  the  railroad  authorities,  and  the  clamor 
made  at  any  attempt  of' mine  to  make  private 
interests  subservient  to  ^vemment  necessitifis. 
had  the  e£Eoct  of  pre ventiBg  effeotaa%  tiie  ni||ia 
aocumulation  o{  supj^es.    Positive  prohibition 
had  been  issued  by  toe  War  D^Mrtm^nt  against 
the  interferenoe  of  commanding  GenenJs,  or 
other  officeiB,  with  railroad  transportation.    Im- 
mediately <m  the  reception  of  this  prohibition  I 
teleffraphed  the  A.  and  L  General,  Ridunond : 
*'  If  1  cannot  control  the  railroads  in  this  dmrl- 
ment,  the  business  of  the  department,  and  the 
subswtenoe  of  the  troops,  will  £aiL    I  bog  that 
Colonel  Wadleymay  be  sent  here  «t  once.     Ar- 
rangem^its  had  been  made,  as  already  stated,  is 
fillly  as  the  means  at  my  disposal  would  admits 
to  transfer  supplies  from  Snyaer*s  Mills  to  Yicks- 
bursr,  and  the  Chief  of  Subsistence  was  posi- 
tively iMrdered  to  keep  oonstantly  on  hand  a  sup- 
ply of  not  les4  than  sixty  days.    Similar  instroo- 
tions  were  given  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster  of 
the  department    Everv   possible    effort  was 
made  to  carry  out  my  orders.  Ifllailedin&efidl 
aoooiaplishment  of  my  wishes,  it  was  from  dream- 
stances  utterly  beyond  my  controL    It  must  be 
remembered  that  ahnost  continuouB  movemesti 
of  troops  and  ordaance  were  neceasaiy  in  con- 
sequence of  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  enes^f 
from  about  the  middle  of  Deoember  to  the  date 
of  the  investment  of  Yicksburg.    About  the  6^ 
teenth  of  February,  the  enen^  beKan  his  move- 
ment through  the  Yazoo  Pass.    None  but  oor 
smallest  boats  could  be  emj^oyed  in  the  upper 
waters.    From  this  date  until  the  enemy  aban- 
doned his  designs  not  only  by  the  Pass  and 
Tallahatchie,  but  also  hj  the  Sunflower  and 
Deer  Creek,  the  boats  which  were  eolployed  in 
bringing  down  supplies  from  those  small  streams 
were  fr^uentfy  and  necessarily  diverted  to  Am 
transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war. 
Early  in  February  the  enemy  also  succeeded  in 
passing  two  of  his  gunboats  by  our  batteries 
at  Yicksburg ;  this  at  once  rendered  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  and  Bed  Rivers  dan- 
gerous, and  from  that  time  forth  it  was  onlv  by 
watching  epportunities,  and  at  great  risk  of 
capture,  that  supplies  could  be  thrown  into  Port 
Hudson   and   Yicksburg;   neverth^ess,  large 
amounts  were  sucoessfufly  introduoed  into  bo2h 
places,  into  the  latter  via  Black  Biver;  Pbrt 
Hudson,  however^  received  much  the  larger 
porticm,  being  easier  of  aooeas.    In  addition  to 
efforts  made  Dy  agents  under  my  own  instruc- 
tions to  supply  Fott  Hudson,  the  Chief  of  Sub- 
sistence of  the  department  was  ordered  on  the 
eighteenth  of  February^  to  fwnish  Mj^or-Geoenl 
Gardner's  command  with  ample  fonds  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  service.    About  te  middle 
of  the  same  mon&,  believing  it  highly  probable 
that  not  only  the  subsistence  of  my  own  army, 
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but  also  tl»t  of  General  Haggles  might  be  de- 
p€odent  upon  the  tnpplieB  of  the  ooiintiy  inter- 
Beoted  by  the  MiBUMippi  and  Ohio  Raflioad,  I 
iasaed  pMMye  orders  tiuil  neither  grain  nor 
meat  should  be  allowed  to  leave  Am  depsrtaiait 
bj  that  road.  The  condition  of  the  Bonthem 
Raihoad  dailf  growiM^  worse  in  oonseqaeaoe 
of  the  bsa^y  rains  and  its  light  s^mctnre,  every 
effort  was  laads  on  my  part  to  aid  Hw  asnagsrs 
in  lis  speech  and  effeoteal  r^air.  A  oommani- 
cation  urging  its  impoitanoe  in  a  aulitary  point 
of  Tiew,  was  addressed  to  his  ExceUenqy  the 
OoTemor  of  the  State  on  the  twentieth  of  Feb- 
ruary, asking  his  assistanoe  by  the  impressment 
of  negroes  to  kbor  on  H,  the  TioeJ'resident 
havine  infcrmed  me  that  planters  wovid  not 
hire  their  hands.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Feb- 
ruary and  second  of  March  instrrotions  were 
again  sent  to  LientenaatOolonel  Broadwell  to 
porchase  aB  the  meat  possible  at  the  price  sng- 
gested  by  him,  and  notiAed  also  that  besf  coud 
be  crossed  safely,  sad  to  send  forward  all  he 
could  controL  March  first,  Briffadier-Qeneral 
R^;gles  was  direeted  by  telenaph  as  follows : 
"Ion  mnst  give  e^Kiy  posnble  assistance  in 
poonring  witfain  yonr  district  all  the  oom, 
beeres,  and  baoon,  aad  salted  pork,  that  can  be 
had,  and  forward  as  rapidly  as  posnble  for 
anny  at  Yioksbvrg.  Porchase  from  planters  at 
the  lowest  prices  yo«  can,  and  impress  sM  in 
hands  of  speenktora  at  same  rates."  About  the 
tame  time  MijofwQeneral  Taylor,  commanding 
West  Lonisuma  was  respeotfiuljr  urged  to  have 
all  the  beeiFes,  bason,  and  sslted  pork,  forward- 
ed, and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  add  that  I 
am  greatly  indebted  to  his  active  exertions,  as 
wellas  to  lieutenant^ionel  Broadwell,  for  Isrge 
tnpplies  of  oom  and  meat  On  the  twenty4bird 
of  March  the  following  letter  was  receivied  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  firoadweU : 

"GnnERAL:  Four  steamboats  arrived  here  to- 
day from  fflivevepoft  and  Jefferson,  loaded  chiefly 
with  com.  One  of  them  had  three  hundred 
thousand  pomMis  of  bacon ;  three  others— the 
Charm,  Texas,  and  Frolie-— are  rep<Mrted  coming 
down  with  loads ;  five  others — ^the  Falls  City,  Lou- 
isville, Starlight,  General  Hodges,  and  Ninahnis 
—are  below  here,  with  full  cargoes,  designed 
for  Port  Hudson ;  but  the  FedersJ  gimboats  are 
r^Kniied  bloddng  the  mouth  of  tiiis  river.  Great 
God!  how  tmfortnnate.  We  must  try  to  get 
catfle  to  Bowman's  Landing,  fifteen  miles  b^ 
of  Waterproof,  and,  if  possible,  swim  them  at 
the  latter  point;  but  the  cattle  here  are  thin, 
and  may  be  unfit  for  beef,  when  they  arrive  on 
the  other  side )  in  lact,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
many  of  them  wiH  ever  ^et  through  the  swamps 
and  bayous  through  which  tbey  are  required  to 
pass  on  this  side.  As  the  water  declines,  I  think 
that  cattle,  in  large  qvuittty ,  can  be  crossed  over 
by  awimming ;  but.  at  present,  the  prospect  of 
your  KettiiMr  supplies  from  tiiis  side  is  glocnny 
enough.    With  the  hope,  General,  that  the  su- 


pervision of  steamboat  navigationmay  embarrass 
you  less  than  at  present. 


"(Signed) 


Very  respecuuUy,  &c 


A.  Bboadwsll.'* 


On  ^bm  day  of  its  receipt,  the  above  letter 
was  referred  to  Major  Thomas  Johnston,  Chief 
of  Subsistence,  for  his  information,  and  was  re- 
tnmed  with  the  following  indorsement: 

"  Bespectf ully  returned.  The  following  boats 
have  arrived  out  of  Red  River,  and  have  dis- 
charged their  cargoes  at  Port  Hudson : 

".Frolic,  com,  to  A.  Q.  M  ; 

"  Louis  d*Or,  com,  to  A.  Q.  M. ; 

♦'Trent,corn,to  A.  C.  a; 

"  Drover,  com,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

**  Red  Chief,  com,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

••  Starlight,  com,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Indian,  corn,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

"  T.  D.  Hine,  bacon,  hogs,  and  beef,  to  A.  C.  S. 

"  The  steamer  General  Hodges  spoken  of,  dis- 
charged her  cargo  at  Alexandria.  The  Louis- 
ville nad  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  com.  The 
Falls  City  tumeKi  over  all  her  cargo  except  three 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  molasses  to  steamer 
T.  D.  Hine.  Lieutenant  Oammack  left  Alexan- 
dria on  the  eighteenth  inst,  one  day  later  than 
the  communication  for  Colonel  BroadwdL 

••  (Signed)  Thos.  JoHirsToir, 

**liigor  tod  Oiler  of  Sabstotanoe.'' 

Evidence  of  a  similar  character,  all  showing 
the  constant  and  earnest  efforts  made  hjr  myseff 
and  officers  to  secure  an  an^>le  store  of  subsist- 
ence for  Yickaburg  and  Port  Hudson,  could  be 
adduced  to  an  indefinite  extent ;  but  to  give  the 
whole,  woSld  swell  ^is  report  to  a  huge  vol- 
ume. I  content  myself,  therefore,  with  throwing 
a  number  of  letters,  orders,  telegrams.  &c.,  on 
this  subject,  into  an  appendix.  In  the  month  of 
March  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  number  of  letters 
from  respectable  citizens,  containing  suggestions 
that  were  frequently  valuable;  but,  unfortun- 
atelv,  they  were  such  that  should  have  been 
made  months  before,  and  some  of  them  at  a 
time  when  I  was  not  in  the  department  But 
these  suggestions,  whether  timely  and  vahiable 
in  themselves  or  not  were  rendered  worthless 
to  me  by  reason  of  the  then  active  military  op- 
erations on  ^e  Tazoo  River  and  its  tributaries, 
which  wera  constantly  diverting  all  my  boats 
from  the  important  duty  of  transporting  supplies 
to  the  indispensable  service  of  transporting 
troops  and  munitions  of  war.  This  was  also  the 
case  in  many  instances  where  provisions  were 
offered  me  by  cidzens.  I  was  offered  supplies 
of  com  and  meat,  but  at  a  time  when,  from  the 
proximity  of  the  enemy  and  other  causes,  it  was 
utterly  impracticable  for  me  to  make  them  avail- 
able. In  this  connection,  I  cannot  forbear  say- 
ing that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where  subsist- 
ence was  offered  me,  the  offer  carried  with  it 
a  demand  for  transportation  which  it  was  en- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


586 


BEBELUON    BEOOBD,    186S-65. 


tirely  oat  of  my  power  to  farnish.  To  have 
madepnrchaseB  under  sooh  ciroiimstaocet  would 
have  been  simply  xidicnlous.  A  cargo  of  biacon 
which  had  been  nm  np  Choctaw  Bayo«  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  gnn- 
Ixmts  on  Red  River,  was,  by  the  energetic  exer- 
tions of  ICri  Howell  Hinds,  of  Jetferson  eoonty, 
Miss^  snocessf ally  transported  aoross  the  river 
to  Port  Gibson.  I  was  extremely  anxions  to  get 
this  meat  to  Port  Hudson,  but  the  difficnlties  of 
transportation  prevented,  and  before  it  could  be 
rmnoved  by  G(^eral  Bowen  to  a  point  of  safety, 
it  became  necessary  to  destroy  much  of  it,  to 

Erevent  its  fblling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
1  this  connection,  I  again  refer  to  the  fact  that 
when  I  was  compiled  to  abandon  Snyder's  Mills, 
there  was  at  least  tiiirty  thousand  bushels  of 
com  at  that  place.  I  mention  this  to  show  that 
there  was  no  deficiency  of  com  in  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  the  greats  and,  indeed,  insupera- 
ble obstacle,  was  the  want  of  transportation  by 
dirt  road,  and  the  almost  constant  and  daily  in- 
terrupticm  of  railroad  communication  on  the 
Southern  road,  which  was  the  only  means  of 
transportation  of  subsistence  to  Vicksburg.'  I 
think  I  have  now  shown  conclusively  that  I 
spared  no  exertion  to  have  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson  abnndantl^  provisioned,  and  that  when- 
ever the  supply  fell  short  of  the  demand  or  of 
mv  expectations,  it  was  caused  by  circumstfmces 
wholly  bejrond  my  control  In  this  connection 
I  may  ado,  that  I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der of  Vicksburg,  about  fortjr  thousand  pounds 
of  pork  ano(  bacon,  which  had  been  reserved 
for  the  subsistence  of  my  troops  in  the  event  of 
attempting  to  cut  m^  wav  out  of  the  city ;  also, 
fifty-one  thootand  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  of  rice ;  ive  thousand  bushels  of  peas ; 
ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds  of  angar ;  three  thousand  two  him- 
dred  and  forty  pounds  of  so^ ;  five  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  pounds  of  tallow  candles; 
twenty-seven  pounos  of  star  candles,  and  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds  of 
salt 

Much  unnecessary  clamor  has  been  raised 
about  the  want  of  ammunition  in  Vicksburg.  I 
have  already  shown  that  my  supplv  of  ammmi- 
tion  was  large,  and  the  principal,  indeed  the 
only,  deficiency  was  in  musketKsips.    The  m>- 

Sendix  devoted  to  the  subject  of  ordnance  will 
emonstrate  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  that 
defideney,  whatever  its  extent  may  have  been.  I 
therefore  beg  special  attention  to  my  telegnuns 
to  Colonel  Gorgas,  of  the  Ordnance  Department, 
for  ordnance  and  ammunition,  commenced  as 
early  as  November,  within  three  weeks  after  I 
assumed  command  of  the  department,  and  they 
were  continued  persistently  up  to  almost  the 
last  hour  of  uninterrupted  communication  with 
Richmond.  I  believe  that  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance furnished  me  with  everything  in  his 
power.  I  only  desire  that  I  may  not  be  held 
responsible  for  what  the  government  could  not 
furnish. 
I  am  unable,  as  yet,  to  give  full  reports  of  the 


casualties  at  Baker's  Gre^  Big  Biad^  and  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Vidabrnqg.  Iliey  wfll  be  for- 
warded as  aoon  as  division  ocHnmanders  shaH 
have  rendered  them  oomplete.  The  same  witib 
reference  to  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
Very  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  distia- 


So  manyi  inde^  as  to  prednde  tte  possilipli^ 
of  my  refening  to  eadi  in  the  body  of  this 
report;  attention  is  therelore  respectfully  m- 
vited  to  the  appendix,  and  to  tiie  reports  of 
division,  %rigaae,  and  other  coiunaeden. 

I  cannot  close,  however,  without  expresaioc 
my  eqMcial  thanks  to  Major-Generak  C.  cL 
Stevenson,  J.  H.  Forney,  and  M.  L.  Smith,  and  to 
Brigadier-Generals  Barton,  Gummings^  Lee,  aad 
Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds,  of  General  SteveDsoo's 
divisi<».  To  Major^nerai  Fom^s  br%ade 
commaaden,  Briffadier-Gonuals  UebM  and 
Moore ;  to  Major-General  M.  L.  Smith's  briguk 
commanders,  Bngadier-G^ierals  £9ioupe,  mU- 
win,  wad  Vaughn ;  to  Cdonela  Gates,  Dooketj, 
and  CockreU,  of  Bowen'«  division,  and  to  C» 
onel  Tfiflgins.  commanding  the  river  battens, 
and  to  C^onel  Waul,  commanding  Texas  L^fioo. 
If  the  most  unremitting  attention  to  the  irdii- 
ous  duties  of  their  poaition,  entitie  oIBonb  to 
conaiendaiioQ  and  reapeot,  they  have  eadi  lad 
ail  won  it  during  the  protracted  and  tniqg 
siege.  To  Maior-General  C.  S.  Stevenson  I  aa 
particularly  inad>ted  for  much  and  valuable  aid 
m  many  ways  during  the  siege ;  to  his  ioDft* 
diate  supervision  was  principally  intrusted  the 
subnstence  of  the  troops. 

To  the  offioen  of  my  staff  I  return  my  riaoere 
thanks  for  the  cheerful  and  zealous  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  all  their  dntiea 
Colonel  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  who  acc(mipaiued 
me  on  the  field  at  Baker's  Creek,  and  who,  dur- 
ing the  siege,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Lu^teo- 
tw-General  and  Commandant  <d  tibe  Post,  in 
both  4iu>adtie8  rendered  moat  valnaUe  service. 
Major  Jacob  Thomson,  Inspector-General  of  tbe 
department,  also  acoompanied  me  on  the  field 
on  that  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  whethw  in  &e 
office  or  in  the  active  performance  of  Iho  duties 
of  his  department,  has  ever  shown  himself  sealoot 
and  competent  3iajor  Tb<»npson,  immediate^ 
after  the  retreat  into  Vicksburg,  was,  in  com- 
pany witii  Major  Spragua,  dispatohad  to  ccm- 
municate  in   person   with  G^Eieral   JohuitoD. 

Sjor  R.  W.  Memmii^er,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Chief  of 
ff,  and  Major  W.  H.  McArdle,  A.  A.  G.,hin 
for  many  months  been  in  the  oonatant  perfonn- 
ance  of  their  arduous  and  responsible  dutiei 
pertaining  to  the  Adjutant4}eneral's  departmeoi 
It  ia  littie  to  say,  that  on  these  officers,  assifted 
by  Second  lieuteauit  F.  M.  Stafibrd,  a  a  A, 
and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  has  devolved  a  labor  and  an 
amount  of  business  scarcely  equalled  in  any  other 
military  department  of  the  Confederacy;  daj 
and  m'ght  they  have  devoted  themsdves  to  the 
public  service,  and  I  specia%  oommend  tbea 
and  M^jor  J.  Thompson  to  the  &vorable  coosid' 
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eimtioii  of  the  govenunenl  No  officer  in  tiie 
dflpBrtment  hat  beam  mone  conBtantl^  aad  ao- 
tlv^  engaged  than  Mijor  Samuel  Lookett, 
Quef  En^neer,  for  his  prefeseionai  skill  and 
exoeOeotindgment,  wherever  occaaion  reqpiiffed 
it,  from  Greimda  to  Port  Hudsoo;  daring  the 
siege  of  Yicksbvrff,  none  exposed  themsMves 
more  learlesBly  to  dangsr  than  he  and  his  gal- 
lant assistants,  Gaptains  Fowhattan  Robinson. 
James  Cooper,  J»  J.  Osnway,  D.  Winter  saMi 
James  Hagan,  and  lieutenants  K  W.  McMahon, 
W.  0.  Flywi,  Geo.  Donnelsn,  W.  A.  Gloster, 
Southard,  Blessing,  and  Mr.  Grinder.  It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  name  them,  and  lo  ask  a  recog^ 
mUoEL  of  their  merits.  I  <K>nsider  mysdf  to 
have  been  jpartioular^  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  Qiief  Quartermaster  of  the  Dej^artment  of 
Biissimippi  and  East  Louisiana.  Ma^or  L.  Mims 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  offioe  mmiediatslj 
on  my  assuming  command,  and  has  proved  him- 
sdf  emineotiy  qualified  for  the  position;  his 
eneigy  and  capacity  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled. 
I  befieve  that  no  man  could  have  done  nuwe 
with  tibe  means  at  his  disposal.  Major  Mims 
was  greatly  aided  by  tiuit  most  exceUent  and 
efficient  officer.  Major  Geo.  Whitfield,  Quarter- 
master, in  chaxwe  of  the  transportation  dei>art> 
ment  Major  Johnston,  Chief  of  Subsistence, 
has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  OTovide  for 
60  larg»  a  oommand ;  he  had  great  difficulties  to 
contend  with,  and  genecally  has  met  tiiem  suo- 
cessfiy^.  I  am  fuso  grea%  indebted  to  my 
Qiief  flaymaster.  Major  A.  B.  Cooke,  for  the 
abilitgr  and  energy  he  nas  displayed  in  the  exe- 
cutioB  of  the  krasiness  of  his  offioe^  To  Major 
G.  L.  Gillespie,  Chief  Commissaiy  of  GenenJ 
Stevenson's  division,  and  acting  Qtdef  Commis- 
saiy  of  the  army  during  the  siege,  I  owe  my 
thanks ;  much  is  due  to  his  energy  and  jrood 
judgment.  Also  to  Major  Orme,  General  otev- 
enaon's  Chief  Quartermaster.  Sui^eon  Bryan, 
Medioal  Director  of  the  Army  of  Yicksburg,  ac- 
companied me  on  the  field,  and  performed  ell  his 
duties  there  and  daring  the  siege  to  my  entire 
satisfiKtion.  Csq^tain  Bryce,  Ordnance  Store- 
kemr,  displayed  gieat  ability  and  devotion 
to  duty  during  the  siege.  He  was  everywhere 
he  diould  have  been,  and  was  emphatically  the 
right  man  in  the  r^ht  place.  Colonel  C.  A.  Ful- 
ler, Inspector  of  ^avy  Artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
antColonel  J.  S.  Saunders,  P.  A.,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery of  the  department,  performed  their  resneo- 
tive  duties  satisftMrtorily,  and  Colonel  Saunders 
aooompsnied  me  on  the  fi^,  where  he  rendered 
me  valuable  service.  Colonel  W.  T.  Wi&ers, 
Qiiki  of  Field  Artillery  with  the  army,  was  ac- 
tive and  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  prompt  in 
the  execution  of  orders.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  as  Chief  of  Artillety,  Colond  Withers 
oootinned  in  command  of  his  regiment ;  he  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field.  Captain  C.  McRae 
Selph,  A.  A.  G.,  on  duly  with  Colonel  T.  H.  Tay- 
lor, was  of  great  assistance  to  that  exceUent 
ofl^r,  Qiore  particularly  during  the  siege ;  he 
also  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  oon- 
fitaatiy  engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders. 


To  ray  personsl  staff.  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Morrison, 
A.  D.  OL ;  Lieutenant  J.  a  Taylor,  A.  D.  C,  and 
Lieutenant  H.  C.  Tapper,  Twenty-fourth  regi- 
ment Mississippi  volunteers,  A.  D.  C,  I  am 
greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  service  in  the 
field,  but  for  mudi  laborious  duty  in  the  office, 
and  I  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consider- 
ation of  the  government  Captain  L.  M.  Mont- 
goBie^,  being  unable  to  reaeh  the  Tnms-Missis- 
sippi  Department,  to  which  he  had  been  assign- 
ed, tendered  his  services  as  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
1  found  him  an  enerijetio  and  gallant  o^cor,  and 
a  most  vakiable  assutaut  To  him,  and  Migor 
Stnrges  Sprague,  volunteer  A.  D.  C,  who  dso 
aocompamed  me  on  ^e  field,  and  was  oonstant- 
Iv  engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks.  Also  to  Ceqptain  James 
Cooper,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  who  served  me 
as  volunteer  A.  D.  C.  <m  me  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  Baker's  Creek.  Captain  Barclay  and 
Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  of  Bowen's  division,  with 
fifty  brave  fellows -of  that  command,  are  entitled 
to  special  mention  for  their  eallant  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  thirtietii  of  May,  in  burning 
the  sunken  gunboA  Cincinnati,  which  they  ac- 
complished as  fur  as  practicable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C  Pbmbbbtov, 

LleotenftDt-QenaraL 

OENERAL  JOSEPH  B.  J0HN8T0!rS  REPORT. 


.Mbubpr.  \ 

Morember  1,1863./ 

Oenercd  8,  Cooper ^  A<i(fukmt  cmd  Inspeotor^Oen' 
er(d: 

Sib  :  The  foUowiiM;  report  of  my  operations 
in  tlie  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, is  respectfully  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  imperfect  one  forwarded  by  me  from  Jack- 
son on  May  twenty-seventh,  1863 : 

While  on  my  way  to  Mississippi,  where  I 
theujpht  my  presence  had  become  necessary,  I ' 
received,  in  Mobile^  on  March  twelfth,  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  March  ninth :  ^  Order  General  Bragg  to 
report  to  the  War  Department  for  conference. 
Assnme  yourself  direct  charge  of  the  Army  of 
Middle  Tennessee."  In  obedieoce  to  this  order 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  Tullahoma.  On  my  arri- 
val I  informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  tele- 
giam,  of  Mavsh  nineteenth,  tlmt  General  Bragg 
could  not  then  be  sent  to  Richmond,  as  he  haa 
ordered,  on  account  of  the  critical  condition  of 
his  &mily. 

On  the  tendi  of  April  I  repeated  this  to  the 
President,  and  added.  ^  being  unwell  then,  I  af- 
terwards became  sick,  and  am  not  now  able  to 
serve  in  the  field.  General  Bfagg  is.  therefore, 
necessary  here."  On  the  twenly-eignth  my  un- 
fitness for  service  in  the  field  was  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  I  received,  at  Tullahoma, 
the  following  dispatch,  of  the  same  date,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War :  **  Proceed  at  once  to 
Mississippi   and   take  chief  command  of  the 
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forces  there— giving  to  those  in  the  field,  as  &r 
as  practicable,  the  enoonrageowat  and  benefit 
of  your  personal  direction." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  neither  rs^  orders  nor  my 
health  permitted  roe  to  visit  the  Mississippi 
after  the  twelfth  of  March  nntii  the  time  when 
I  took  direct  charge  of  that  department 
.  From  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Tollahoma  mi- 
til  the  fourteenth  of  April,  (General  Pemberton's 
r^>orts,  all  by  tekgniph,^indioailed  that  tha  ef- 
fofts  of  the  enemy  woidd  be  against  General 
Bragg  rather  than  himself,  and  looked  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  attempt  on  Victebnrg.  In 
that  of  April  tiiirteenih,  no  says :  '^  I  am  satis- 
fied Bosecrans  will  be  rehiforoed  from  Qnnt's 
«rmy.    Shall  I  order  troopa  to  TuHahoma  T 

6n  the  seventeenth  ot  April  Oeneral  Pem- 
berton  telegraphed  the  retom  of  Gh:ant  and  the 
resumption  of  the  operatioos  against  Yicks* 
burg. 

On  the  twenfy-ninth  of  April  he  telegraphed : 
*"  The  enemy  is  at  Hard  Tuaes,  in  laige  f occe, 
with  bargee  and  tranqcwrtB,  indicating  a  purpose 
to  attack  Grand  Ghilf  with  a  view  to  Y  icksburg.** 
He  also  reported  **  heavy  flKng  at  Grand  Gm£ 
The  enemy  is  shelling  our  battwies,  both  above 
and  below." 

On  the  first  of  May  he  telegraphed :  '^  A  fu- 
rious battle  has  been  goii^  on  since  daylight, 
just  below  Port  HudsoiL  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  enemy 
can  cross  all  his  army  from  Hard  Times  to 
Bruinsbnre.  I  should  have  large  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy's  movements  threaten  Jack- 
son, and,  if  successful,  will  cut  ofif  Yicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson.**  I  at  once  ui^^ed  him  to  con- 
centrate, and  to  attack  Grant  immediately  on 
his  landing ;  on  the  next  day  I  sent  the  following 
dispatch  to  him:  ^If  Grant  crosses  unite  a& 
your  troops  to  beat  him ;  success  will  give  back 
what  was  abandoned  to  win  it.*' 

I  telegraphed  to  you  on  the  first :  **  General 
Pemberton  calls  for  larffe  reinforcements.  They 
caimot  be  sent  from  nere  without  giving  np 
Tennessee.  Can  one  or  two  brigades  be  sent 
from  the  east?** 

On  the  seventh  I  again  asked  for  reinforce 
ments  for  Mississippi. 

I  received  no  further  xeport  of  the  battk  of 
Port  Gibson,  and  on  the  fifth  I  asked  General 
Pemberton :  **  What  is  the  result,  and  where  is 
Gimit*8  army?**  I  received  no  answer  and 
gained  no  additional  information  in  relation  to 
either  subject  until  I  reached  the  Departm^t  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  obedience  to  my  orders  of 
^^  ninth. 

There,  on  May  thirteenth,  I  received  a  dis- 
patch from  General  Pemberton,  dated  Yicks- 
burg, May  twelfth,  asking  for  reinforcements,  as 
the  enemy,  in  laige  foroe,  was  moving  from  the 
Mississippi,  south  of  the  Big  Black,  apparently 
toward  Edwards'  Depot,  "  which  will  be  the 
battle  field  if  I  can  forward  su£Scient  force, 
loavine  troops  enough  to  secure  the  safety  of 
this  place.** 

Before  my  arrival  at  Jackson,  Grant  had  beat- 
en General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson ;  made  good 


the  landing  of  his  army— oocimied  Grand  Gulf, 
and  was  mavdiing  upon  the  Jackson  and  Yioks- 
burg  Railroad.  • 

On  reaching  Jaoksoii,  on  the  nieht  of  tbe  thir- 
teenth of  May,  I  found  there  ue  brigades  of 
Gr^^  and  Walker,  reputed  at  six  hundred.  I 
learned  from  Qeaccal  Gregg  that  Maxoey  s  bri- 
gade was  expected  to  srrive  from  Port  Hndsos 
tiie  next  day ;  that  General  Pemberton*s  foroee, 
except  the  gaimon  of  Port  Hudscm.  (five  thou- 
sand) and  of  Yicksburg,  was  at  Eavards*  De- 
pot—the  general  headquarters  at  Bovma;  that 
tour  divisions  of  the  enemy,  under  Shannsn, 
occupied  Clinlnn,  ten  miles  west  of  Jackson,  be> 
twean  Edwards*  Depot  and  ourarives.  I  wm 
aware  ^t  reinforcements  were  on  their  wij 
from  the  east,  and  that  the  advance  of  these, 
under  G^eral  Gist,  would  probably  arrive  the 
next  day,  and  with  Maxcey*s  brigade,  swell  w^ 
force  to  about  eleven  thousand. 

Upon  this  information  I  seat  to  General  Ben- 
berton,  on  the  same  night,  the  thirteenth,  a  dis- 
patch informing  him  of  my  arrival,  and  of  the 
occu|>ation  of  GUnton  by  a  portion  of  Gruiti 
an^y ;  urging  the  importance  of  re-estabtiihiag 
communicatioDB,  and  ordering  him  to  come  up, 
if  luracticable,  on  Sherman*s  rear  at  once ;  tad 
adoing,  ^  to  beat  such  a  detachment  would  be  of 
immense  value— the  tsaops  here  could  co-oper- 
ata  All  the  strength  you  can  quickly  asseaiblft 
should  be  brought — tima  is  all  iinportaBt" 

On  Thursdav,  May  fourteenth,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, l^  the  B;aymond  and  dintoa  roads, 
upon  Jackson.  The  resiatanoe  made  by  tiis  bri- 
gades of  Gregg  and  Walker  gave  suffioent  time 
UNT  the  remow  of  the  public  stores,  and  at  two 
p.  M^  we  retsei^ed  by  the  Canton  road,  from 
which  alone  we  could  form  a  junction  widi 
General  Pemberton.  After  marching  six  mibi 
the  troops  encamped. 

From  this  point  I  sent  to  General  Pambertra 
the  dispatch  of  May  fourteenth,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy : 

**  GsNBUL :  The  body  of  troops  meatioDed  in 
my  note  of  last  night,  compelled  Brigadier^ko- 
eral  Ghregg  awl  his  command  to  avacuate  Jack- 
son about  noon  to-day.  The  necesailgr  of  takmg 
the  Ouiton  road,  at  right  angles  to  that  npoa 
which  the  enemy  approaehad,  prevented  an  ob- 
stinate defence.  A  body  of  troops,  repoitad 
thk  momiog  to  have  reached  Raymond  last 
night,  advanced  at  the  same  time  from  that  di- 
rection. Prisoners  say  that  it  was  McFhecson's 
corps  (four  divisions),  which  inarched  froo 
Qiuton.  I  have  no  certain  infom»tien  of  the 
other.  Both  skirmished  very  cautiously.  Tele- 
grams w^e  dispatched  when  the  enemy  was 
near,  directing  General  Gist  to  assemble  the  ap- 

g reaching  troops  at  a  point  forty  or  fifty  miks 
om  Jackson,  and  General  Maxcey  to  retnra  U) 
his  wagons,  and  provide  for  the  security  of  bis 
brigade-*-for  instance,  by  joining  General  Gist 
That  body  of  troops  will  be  able,  I  hop«^  to  pw- 
vent  the  enemy  in  Jackson  from  drawing  pro- 
visions from  the  east^  an4  this  one  may  be  able 
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to  keep  him  flrom  ilie  ooimtry  towards  Biaok. 
Can  lie  supply  himself  fr«m  the  Mississippi? 
C^  yon  not  cut  him  off  from  it ;  and,  ebove  idl, 
should  he  be  compelled  to  hJH  back  for  want  of 
siippties,  beat  him?  As  soon  as  the  reinfbi«e- 
mentB  are  all  tm,  they  most  be  miiled  to  the  rest 
of  the  army.  I  am  anzions  to  see  a  force  assem- 
bled tiiat  may  be  able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  enemy. 

**  Would  it  sot  be  better  to  plase  the  inroes  to 
support  Vidttbvrg  between  Cfeneral  Loring  and 
that  place,  and  merejh^  observe  the  ferries,  so 
that  yon  might  unite  if  opportanily  to  fig^t  pre- 
sented itself  ? 

"Genoid  €hregg  will  more  towards  Onton 
to-morrow. 

*<If  prisonsn  tett  the  truth,  the  foroes  at  Jaob- 
son  most  be  half  of  C^rai^'s  army.  It  would  de- 
cide tiie  campaign  to  beat  it,  whidi  can  be  done 
oal^  by  concentratbg,  espeaially  when  the  re- 
mamer  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive ;  they  are 
to  be  tw^ve  or  thirteen  thousand." 

This  diq>atch  was  not  answered.  Oeneral 
Pemberton  states  in  his  official  report  that  it 
was  received  at  six  p.  m.,  on  the  sixteenth,  whilst 
on  the  retreat  (fr-om  the  battle  field  of  Bakot's 
Greek). 

On  the  next  day,  Kay  fifteen^  (Friday),  the 
troops  midor  me  marched  ten  and  a  half  miles 
further,  to  CSalhoim  Station.  On  the  morning  ef 
that  day  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Peao- 
berton,  dated  Edwards'  Depot,  May  fourteenth 
('niui8day)-«6.40  p. x. i  ''I  shall  move,  as  early 
to-morrow  morning  as  j^racticable,  a  cohunn  of 
seventeen  thousand  to  Dillon's.  The  olaject  is  to 
cut  off  enemy's  communications  and  force  him 
to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not  consider  my  force  suffi- 
cient to  justify  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  po- 
sition, or  to  attempt  to  cut  my  way  to  Jackson." 

This  was  the  first  communication  received 
from  General  Pemberton  after  my  arrival  at 
Jackson,  and  from  it  I  learned  that  he  had  not 
moved  towards  Clinton,  ten  hours  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  my  orders  to  do  so,  and  that  the  junc- 
tion of  the  forces,  which  could  have  oeea 
effected  by  the  fifteenth,  was  defeated,  and  that, 
in  disobedience  of  my  orders,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  views  of  Ike  majoritv  of  the  council  of 
war,  composed  of  all  his  Glenerals  present- 
before  whom  he  placed  the  subject — ^he  had  de- 
cided to  make  a  movement  by  which  the  union 
would  be  imjpossible.  General  Pemberton  was 
immediately  instructed  that  there  was  but  one 
mode  by  which  we  could  unite,  viz.,  by  his 
moving  dire<)tly  to  Clinton. 

The  Brigadier-Generals  representing  that  their 
troops  required  rest  after  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  the  skirmishes  and  march  preced- 
ing the  retreat  from  Jackson,  and  having  yet  no 
certain  intelligence  of  General  Pemberton's 
route  or  of  Qenexal  Gist^s  position,  I  did  not 
move  on  Saturday.  In  the  evening  I  received 
a  reply  to  my  last  dispatch,  dated  four  miles 
souto  of  Edwards'  Depot,  May  sixteenth,  stating 
it  had  reached  him  at  6.30  that  morning ;  that 


''It  found  the  army  on  the  middle  road  to  Ray- 
mond. The  order  of  eouBtsnnaixsh  has  be^ 
issosd.  Owing  to  ^e  destmotion  of  a  bridge 
on  Baker's  Ckeek,  which  runs  for  some  distance 
parallel  with  the  railroad  and  south  of  it,  our 
march  wiB  be  on  the  road  leading  from  Edwards' 
Depot  m  the  dkectioB  of  Brownsville.  This 
road  runs  nearly  paraM  with  railroad.  Ingoing 
to  Clinton,  we  shall  leave  Bolton's  Depot  four 
miles  to  the  rights  I  am  thus  particular,  so  that 
you  may  be  able  to  make  a  juBotion  with  this 
army."  In  a  postsoript  he  reported,  ''heavy 
alriwiiifitftKi^  is  going  ou  in  my  front" 

Oa  Hie  afternoon  ef  the  same  day  I  reoerred 
Genetal  Pemberton's  first  reply  to  the  order  sent 
hfcn  from  Jackson  to  attack  Sherman,  dated 
Bovina,  May  fourteentii,  9.10  a.  m.,  as  follows: 
"  I  move  at  once,  with  my  whole  available  force, 
from  Edwards'  Depot  in  directing  this  move, 
I  do  not  think  you  ful^  comprehend  the  oondi- 
tien  Tidnburg  will  be  left  m,  but  I  comply  at 
(mce  with  your  <Mrder." 

Oa.  May  seventeenth  (Sunday),  I  marched  fif- 
teen miles  in  the  direction  indicated  in  General 
Pemberton's  note,  received  the  previous  even* 
ing.  hk  the  afternoon  a  letter  was  brought  from 
him,  dated  Bovina,  May  seventeenth,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment In  this,  referring  to  my  dispatch  of  May 
thirteenth,  from  Jackson,  General  Pemberton 
wrote :  "  I  notified  you  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth  of  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  to 
move  and  attack  the  enemy  towards  Clinton.  I 
deemed  the  movement  very  hazardous,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  position  behind  the  Big 
Black,  and  near  to  Vicloibuig.  I  called  a  oouncu 
of  war,  composed  of  all  the  General  officers. 
«  ♦  ♦  ♦  A  majority  of  the  officers 
expressed  themselves  favorable  to  the  movement 
inmcated  hf  you.  The  others,  induding  Major- 
Generals  Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a 
movement  by  which  this  army  might  endeavor 
to  eut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  the  Missis- 
sippi My  own  views  were  eiqpressed  as  un- 
favorable to  any  movement  which  would  remove 
me  from  my  base,  which  was,  and  is,  Vicksburg. 
I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  place  my  own  judg- 
ment and  opinion  so  far  in  opposition  as  to  pre- 
vent Ihe  movement  altogether ;  but^  believing 
^e  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the  plan 
proposeo,  of  cutting  off  ^e  enemy's  supplies,  I 
dii^sted  all  my  disposable  force — sav  seventeen 
^ousand  five  hundred — iam^  Raymond  or 
DiHon's."  It  also  contained  intelligence  of  his 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  sixteenth, 
near  Baker's  Creek,  three  or  four  miles  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  and  of  his  having  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  with  heavy  loss,  to  Big 
Black  Bridge.  He  further  expressed  apprehen- 
sion that  he  would  be  compelled  to  fall  bade 
from  this  point,  and  represented  that,  if  so,  his 
position  at  Snydelr's  Mills  would  be  untenable, 
and  said:  *I  have  about  sixty  (60)  days'  pro^ 
visions  at  Vicksburg  and  Snyder's.  I  respect- 
fullv  awMt  your  instructions."  I  immediately 
repUed,  May  seventeenth :  "  If  Haynes'  Bluff  be 
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untenable,  Yicksbmg  is  of  no  valne,  and  oannot 
be  held.  If,  Hierelore,  yon  are  inyeated  in  Vioks- 
bnrg,  yon  must  ultimately  surrender.  Uoder 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both  troops 
and  place,  you  must,  if  possible,  save  the  troops. 
If  it  is  not  too  late,  evaouate  Vicksburg  and  its 
dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north-east"  That 
night  I  was  informed  that  Oeneral  Pemberton 
had  iknen  back  to  Vicksburg. 

On  Monday,  May  eighteenth,  General  Pember- 
ton informed  me  by  letter,  dated  Vicksburg, 
May  seventeenth,  that  he  had  retired  within  the 
line  of  intrenchments  around  Vicksburg,  havine 
been  itttacked  and  forced  back  fiK>m  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  that  he  had  ordered  Haynes'  Blu£f 
to  be  abMidoned.  His  letter  oooduded  with  Ihe 
following  remark :  **  I  greatly  regret  that  I  felt 
compelled  to  make  the  advaace  beyond  Big 
Black,  which  has  proved  so  disastrous  in  ito 
results."  It  will  be  remembered  that  Oeneral 
Pemberton  expected  that  Edwards'  Depot 
would  be  the  brittle  field  before  I  reached  Jack- 
son. See  his  dispatch  of  the  twelfth,  already 
quoted,  and  that  his  army,  before  he  received 
any  orders  from  me,  was  seven  or  eight  miles 
east  of  the  Big  Black,  near  Edwards'  Depot 

On  Tuesday,  May  nineteenth,  General  Pember- 
ton's  reply,  dated  Vicksburg,  May  eighteenth, 
to  my  communication  of  the  seventeenth,  was 
brought  me  near  Vernon,  wheie  I  had  gone 
with  the  troops  under  my  command  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  junotion  with  him,  in  the 
event  of  his  evacuating  Vicksburg,  as  I  bad 
ordered,  in  which  he  advised  me  that  he  had 
'^  assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the  General 
officers  of  this  command,  and  having  laid  your 
instructions  before  them,  asked  the  free  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
carrying  them  out;  the  opimon  was  unani- 
mously expressed,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  me  arm^  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  matmal,  as  to  be  of  further  use  to 
the  Confederacy.  On  receiving  this  information, 
I  replied :  "  I  am  trying  to  gamer  a  force  which 
may  attempt  to  reUeve  you.  Hold  out"  The 
same  day  I  sent  orders  to  General  Gardner  to 
evacuate  Port  Hudson. 

I  then  determined,  by  easy  marches,  to  re- 
establish my  line  between  Jackson  and  Canton, 
ss  the  junction  of  the  two  commands  had  be- 
come impossible. 

On  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  May,  I  was 
joined  by  the  biigades  of  GenenUs  Gist,  Ector^  and 
McNair ;  the  division  of  General  Loring,  cut  off 
Arom  General  Pemberton  in  ^e  battle  of  Bsker's 
Creek,  reached  Jackson  on  llie  twentieth,  and 
Creneial  Maxcey  with  his  brigade,  on  tiie  twent^- 
'  third.  By  the  fourth  of  Jcme  the  army  had  m 
addition  to  these  been  reinforced  by  the  brigade 
of  General  Evans,  the  division  of  General  Breck- 
inridge, and  the  division  of  cavalry,  numbering 
two  tiiousand  eight  hundred  men,  commanded 
by  Bri^ier-General  W.  H.  Jacksoa. 

Small  as  was  this  force — about  twenty-four 
thousand  infantry  and  artillery,  not  one-tiiird  of 
that  of  the  enemv— it  was  deficient  in  artill^y, 


in  ammunition  for  all  arms,  and  in  fidd  traos- 
portatioB,  and  could  not  be  moved  upon  that  of 
the  enemy;  already  intrenching  his  krge  force, 
with  any  hope  of  sucoees.  . 

»The  draft  upon  the  country  had  so  &r  re- 
duced the  nimiber  of  horses  and  mules  that  it 
was  not  until  late  in  June  that  draught  animak 
could  be  procTved  from  distant  points,  for  tiie 
artillery  and  teams. 

There  was  so  want  of  commissary  supplies  in 
the  department,  but  limited  transportatioD 
caused  a  deficiency  for  a  movinff.aimy. 

On  ^be  twenty-third  of  May,  I  received  a  di»> 
TMttch  from  Major  General  Gardner,  dated  Port 
Hudson,  May  twenty-first,  tnforming  me  that 
the  Miemy  was  about  to  cross  at  &yon  San, 
tiiat  the  whole  force  from  Baton  Rouge  was  m 
his  fronts  and  asking  to  be  reinforced.  On  Urn 
my  orders  lor  the  evacuation  of  P<»ri  Hudaon 
were  repeated,  and  he  was  informed  "  you  cn- 
not  be  reinforced ;  do  not  allow  yourself  to  be 
invested ;  at  every  risk  save  the  troops,  and  if 
practicable  move  in  t^s  direction.**  This  dis- 
patch did  not  reach  General  Gardner,  Port 
Hudson  being  then  invested. 

About  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  the  omot 
made  such  demonstrations  above  &e  StjcBbii 
and  towards  Tazoo  City ,  that  I  sent  Walkers 
division  to  Yazoo  City  with  orders  to  fortifr 
it,  and  the  demonstrations  being  renewea, 
placed  Loring's  division  within  sspportiits 
distance  of  Walker's,  and  in  person  took  post  at 
Ointon. 

Dbpatches  arrived  from  General  P^nberton, 
dated  Vicksburg,  May  twentieth  and  twenty- 
first  In  that  of  the  twentieth  he  stated  that 
the  enemy  had  assaulted  his  intrenched  lines 
the  day  before,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  He  estimated  their  fbrce  at  not  less  tina 
sixty  thousand,  and  asked  that  musket^sapa  be 
sent,  ^tej  being  his  main  necessity.  He  coo- 
duded:  **an  army  will  be  necessary  to  »ve 
Vicksburg,  uid  that  quickly ;  wlU  it  be  seht  T  On 
the  twenty-first  he  wrote:  **  The  men  credit,  and 
are  encouraged  by,  a  report  that  you  are  near 
with  a  large  force.  They  are  fighting  in  good 
spirits  ana  their  organization  is  complete." 

Ci4>s  were  sent  as  fast  as  they  arrived.  On 
May  twenty-ninth  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  General 
Pemberton,  to  tiie  following  effect :"  I  am  too 
weak  to  save  Vicksburg,  can  do  no  more  tiwi 
attempt  to  save  you  ana  your  garrison.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  extricate  you  unless  you  co- 
operate and  we  make  mutnaUy  supporting 
movements.  Communicate  your  plans  and  sag- 
gestions  if  possible.**  The  receipt  of  this  vaf 
acknowledged  in  a  communication  dated  Vicb- 
burg,  June  third,  in  which  General  Pembertoo 
says :  **  We  can  get  no  information  from  outside 
as  to  your  position  or  strength,  and  veiy  BttJe^ 
in  r^;ard  to  the  enemy.** 

In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  tenth,  from  GenenI 
(Gardner— ^e  first  received  since  his  invest' 
ment — he  reported  having  repulsed  the  enenj 
in  several  severe  attacks,  but  tiiat  he  was  get- 
ting short  of  provisions  and  ammunition.   To 
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which  I  replied,  June  fifteenth,  Infonnhig  hhn 
that  I  had  not  the  means  of  relierinj  him,  add- 
ing :  **  General  Taylor  will  do  what  he  can  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Hold  the  place 
as  long  as  you  can,  and,  if  possible,  withdraw 
in  any  direction,  or  cnt' your  way  out  It  is 
very  important  to  keep  fianks  and  his  forces 
occupied.**  In  a  dispatcV  dated  June  twentieth, 
I  sent  him  word  that  wneral  Taylor  had  in- 
tended to  attack  the  enemy  opfk>site  Port  Hud- 
son on  the  night  of  the  fifteentn,  and  attempt  to 
send  cattle  across  the  river. 

The  want  of  field  transportation  rendei^ 
any  movement  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson 
impossible,  had  a  march  in  that  direction  been 
admissible ;  but  sadb  a  march  would  have  en- 
al)led  Grant  (who  had  now  completed  his  strong 
lines  around  Vicksbure)  to  have  cut  my  line  of 
communication  and  destroyed  lAy  army;  and 
from  the  moment  that  I  put  my  troops  in  march 
in  that  direction,  the  whole  of  Middle  and  North 
Mississippi  would  have  been  open  to  the  enemy. 

On  June  seventh,  I  repeated  tfie  substance  of 
my  dispatch  of  ^y  twenty-ninth  to  General 
Pemberton. 

On  the  fourth  of  June,  I  had  told  Hie  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  his  call  for  my  plans, 
that  my  only  plan  was  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and 
my  force  was  far  too  imall  for  the  purpose. 

On  June  the  tenth,  I  told  him  I  had  not  at  my 
disposal  half  the  troops  necessary. 

On  the  twelfth,  I  said  to  him,  **  to  take  from 
Bragg  a  force  which  would  make  this  army  fit 
to  oppose  Grant  would  involve  yielding  Tennes- 
see. *  It  is  for  the  government  to  decide  be- 
tween this  Slate  and  Tennessee." 

On  the  fourteenth,  I  sent  General  Pemberton 
the  following :  '*  Al  that  we  can  attempt  to  do 
is  to  save  you  and  your  garrison.  To  do  this, 
exact  co-operation  is  indispensable.  By  fight- 
ing the  enemy  simultaneously  at  the  same  point 
of  his  line  you  may  be  exdicated.  Our  joint 
forces  cannot  raise  tile  siege  of  Ticksbure.  My 
communication  with  the  rear  can  best  be  pre- 
served ^y  operating  north  of  railroad.  Inform 
me,  as  soon  as  j)0S8iDle,  whikt  point  will  suit  you 
best  Your  dispatches  of  the  twelfth  received. 
General  Taylor,  with  eight  thousand  men,  will 
endeavor  to  open  communications  with  you 
from  Richmond.**  To  this  communication,  Gen- 
eral Pemberton  replied,  June  twenty-first,  re- 
commending me  to  move  north  of  the  railroad 
towards  Yicksburg,  to  keep  the  enemy  at- 
tracted to  that  side,  and  statmg  that  he  would 
himself  move  at  &e  proper  time  by  the  War- 
renton  road,  crossing  the  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
son's  Perry;  thai  "the  otiier  roads  are  too 
strongbr  intrenched  and  the  enemv  in  too  heavy 
force  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success,**  un- 
less I  could  compel  him  to  abandon  his  commu- 
nications bv  Snyder's. 

On  the  fifteenth,  I  expressed  to  fhe  depart- 
ment the  opinion,  that  without  some  great  blun- 
der of  the  enemy,  we  could  not  hold  Doth  (Mis- 
sissipi  and  Tennessee),  and  that  I  considered 
saving  Yicksburg  hopelAsa. 


On  the  eighteenth,  I  said  :  ^  Grant's  position, 
naturally  very  strong,  is  intrenched  and  pro- 
tected by  powerful  artillery,  aad  the  roads  ob- 
structed. His  reinforcements  have  been,  at 
least,  equal  to  my  whole  force.  The  Big  Black 
covers  him  from  attack,  and  would  out  ofif  our 
retreat  if  defeated." 

On  June  twenty-second,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch 
from  General  Pemberton,  of  the  fifteentb,  in 
which  he  said,  that  though  living  on  greatiy 
reduced  rations,  he  had  sufficient  for  twenty 
days,  I  informed  him  that  General  Taylor  had 
been  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smitii  to  co-operate 
with  him  firom  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  that  in  a  day' or  two  {would  try  and 
make  a  diversion  M  his  favor,  and,  if  bossible, 
open  communications;  adding, " thougn  I  fear 
my  force  is  too  small  to  effect  the  latter,  I  have 
only  two4hlrds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger 
Saunders  to  state  to  me  as  the  least  with  which 
I  ougSt  to  make  an  attempt  Scouts  report 
the  enemy  fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads 
blocked.*^ 

A  day  or  two  after  this  a  dispatch  was 
brought  me  from  General  Pemberton,  dated 
June  twenty-second,  suggesting  that  I  ^ould 
make  to  General  Grant  ''propositions  to  pass 
tills  army  out  with  all  its  arms  and  equipc^es,** 
renewing  his  hope  of  my  being  able,  by  toroe 
of  arms,  to  act  with  him,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  he  could  hold  out  for  fifteen  days 
longer.  To  .this  dispatch  I  re{Aied,  June  twenty- 
seventh,  informing  him  that  General  E.  K. 
Smitii's  troops  had  fallen  back  to  Delhi,  and 
that  I  had  urged  him  to  assume  the  direct  com- 
mand ;  and  continued,  "  tiie  determined-  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Yicksburg.  and  to  postpone  both 
of  the  modes  suggested  of  merelv  extricating 
the  garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  the 
relief  of  tiie  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  be  made  by  you.  It  would  be  a  con- 
fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them ;  wh^  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be  consid- 
ered as  made  under  my  authority.** 

On  t^  twenty-ninth  of  June^  field  transporta- 
tion and  other  sm>plies  having  been  obtained, 
the  army  marchea  towards  the  Big  Black,  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  first  encamped  between 
Brownsville  and  the  river. 

Reconnoissanoes,  which  oecupied  the  second 
and  third,  convinced  me  that  attack  north  of  the 
raifaroad  was  impracticable.  I  determined,  there- 
fore, to  make  the  examinations  necessary  for 
the  attempt  south  of  the  raikoad,  thinking,  from 
what  was  already  known,  that  the  chimce  of 
success  was  muck  better  there^  although  the 
consequences  of  defeat  might  be  more  dis- 
astrous. 

On  the  night  of  the  third,  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  Oeneral  Pemberton  with  information  that 
an  attempt  to  create  a  diversion  would  be  made, 
to  enable  hhn  to  out  his  way  out,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  attack  the  enemy  about  the  seventh. 
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On  the  fifth,  however,  we  learned  the  fiJl  of 
Vicksburg,  and,  therefore,  fell  back  to  Jackson^ 

The  army  reached  Jackson  the  evening  of  the 
seventh,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  the 
works  tmrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the  plaoe. 
These,  consisting  of  a  line  of  rifleHsits,  prepared 
at  intervals  for  artillery,  extended  from  a  point 
north  of  ^e  town,  a  little  east  of  the  Canton 
road,  to  a  point  sooth  of  the  town,  within  a 
short  distance  of  Pearl  River,  and  covered  most 
of  the  approaches  west  of  the  river ;  bnt  were 
badly  located  and  constructed,  presenting  but  a 
sli^t  obslade  to  a  vigorous  assault 

The  troops  i)romptly  took  their  assigned  po- 
sitions in  the  intrenchments  on  the  appearance 
of  the  enem^,  in  expectation  of  an  mmiediate 
assault  Major-General  lioring  occY^>ying  the 
right ;  Major-Oeneral  Walker,  the  right  of  the 
centre ;  Major-General  French,  the  left  of  the 
centre,  and  Major-General  Breckinridge  the  left 
The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-Grenend  Jackson, 
was  ordered  to  observe  and  guard  the  fords  of 
Pearl  River  above  and  below  the  town. 

The  reports  that  had  at  various  times  been 
made  to  me  by  the  commandinj^  officers  of 
troops  encamped  near  Jackson,  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  led  me  to  believe  that  Sherman,  who 
advanced  in  heavy  order  of  battle  from  Clinton, 
could  not  besiege,  but  would  be  compelled  to 
1  make  an  assault  His  force  was  represented  to 
consist  of  his  own  and  Ord's  army  corps  and 
three  divisions  in  addition.  The  spirit  and  con- 
fidence manifested  by  the  whole  army  under  my 
command  were  such  that,  notwithstanding  this 
vast  superiority  of  numbers,  I  felt  assured,  ¥rith 
the  advantages  given  by  the  intrenchments, 
weak  as  they  were,  an  assault  by  him  would 
result  in  his  discomfiture. 

Listead  of  attacking,  the  enemy,  as  soon  as 
they  arrived,  commenced  intrenching,  and  con- 
structing battles.  On  the  tenth,  ihere  was 
spirited  skirmishing,  with  slight  cannonading, 
continuing  throughout  the  day.  This  was  kept 
up  with  varying  intensity  and  but  little  inter- 
ruption untO  the  period  of  our  evacuation. 
Hills  commanding  and  encircling  the  town, 
within  easy  cannon  range,  ofifei^  iavorable 
sites  for  battenes.  A  cross-fire  of  shot  and 
shell  reached  all  parts  of  the  town,  showing  the 
position  to  be  entirely  untenable  against  a  pow- 
erful artillery. 

On  the  eleventh,  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
"  If  the  position  and  works  were  not  bad,  want 
of  stores,  which  could  not  be  collected,  would 
make  it  impossible  to  stand  a  siege.  If  the 
enemy  will  not  attack^  we  must,  or,  at  the  last 
moment,  withdraw.  We  cannot  attack  seriously 
.  without  riskiitf  the  army." 

On  the  tweluh,  besides  the  shirmishing,  there 
was  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  batteries  near 
the  Canton  and  South  Clinton  roads.  The  mis- 
sUes  reached  all  parts  of  the  town.  An  assault, 
though  not  a  vi^rous  one,  was  also  made  upon 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  line.  It  was 
qmckly  repelled,  however— principally  by  the 


direct  fire  of  CobVs  and  Socomb's  batteries,  and 
flank  atta(d:  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Krst, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Florida,  and  FcHly-sevenfii 
Georgia  regiments.  The  enemy  *s  loss  was  two 
hundred  prisoners,  nearly  the  same  number 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eij^th,  Forty-ftrst,  and  Hfty-third  Illi- 
nois reffimentB. 

By  uie  thirteenth  the  enemy  had  extended 
his  Hues  untfl  both  his  flanks  rq^rted  on  Peari 
Rivec 

I  telegraphed  the  President,  on  tiie  fonrteenft, 
that  a  kffge  force  lately  left  Vicksburg  **  to  torn 
us  on  the  north.  This  wiU  compel  us  to  aban* 
don  Jackson.  The  troops  before  us  have  been 
intrenching  and  constructing  batteries  sinoe 
their  arrivaL" 

On  the  fifteenth  I  telegraphed  the  Presidest: 
**  The  enemy  is  evidently  making  a  siege,  which 
we  cannot  resist  It  would  be  madness  to  at- 
tack hiuL  The  remainder  of  the  army  under 
Grant  at  Vicksburg,  is,  beyond  doubty  on  iti 
way  to  this  plaoe.'* 

On  the  sixteenth  of  July  information  wu  re- 
ceived that  a  large  train  from  Vicksburg,  loadod 
with  ammunition,  was  near  the  enempr^s  caou>. 
Thia,  and  the  condition  of  their  batteries,  made 
it  probable  that  Sherman  would,  on  the  next 
day,  concentrate  upon  us  the  fire  of  near  two 
hundred  ffuns.  It  was  also  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  Pearl  River  in  fherearof 
their  left  flank.  The  evacuation  of  Jackson 
that  night  was,  therefore,  determined  on. 

Our  withdrawal  was  effected  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth.  All  public  property  and  the  flick 
and  wounded,  except  a  few  not  in  a  condition  to 
be  moved,  had  been  previously  carried  to  tiie 
rear*  The  right  wing  retir%d  towards  Brandon  - 
by  the  new  Brandon  road^nd  the  left  wing  hy 
tiie  old  Brandon  road.  The  cavalry  remiined 
to  destroy  the  bridges  over  Pearl  River  and  ob- 
serve  the  enemy.  The  evacuation  was  not  dii- 
covered  by  the  enemy  nntU  the  next  day. 

Our  loss  during  the  siese  was  estimated  «t 
seventy-one  kill^,  ^ye  hundred  ipd  fonr 
wounded^  and  about  twenty-five  missiSg.  The 
aimy  retired,  by  easy  marches,  to  Mortoo,  dis- 
tant about  thirty-five  miles  from  Jackson.  De- 
sertions during  the  siege  and  on  the  march 
were,  I  rejgret  to  say,  frequent 

Two  divisions  of  the  enemy,  with  caTaby, 
drove  our  cavalry  through  Branaon  on  the  nine- 
teenth, returning  to  Jackson  the  next  day.  Theff 
object  seemed  to  be  to  destroy  the  laihw 
bridges  and  depots.  ^ 

Colonel  J.  L.  Ix^nin.  commanding  a  mooxited 
force  around  Port  Hudson,  reported  three  noo- 
cessful  engagements  with  detachments  of  &e 
enemy. 

On  the  twelfth  of  July  I  received  informatioB, 
from  Colonel  Lo^,  of  the  surrender  of  P«t 
Hudson  OB  the  mnth ;  subsequently  the  report 
of  Mi^or  Jackson,  A.  A.  G.,  was  received,  uj 
forming  me  of  the  surrender.  That  oflloer  staW 
that  provision  was  exhausted,  and  that  fte 
position  of  the  enemy  rendered  it  imposiiwi 
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for  the  garrison  to  cnt  its  waj  out;  bat  two 
thousand  five  hnndred  of  the  garrison  were  fit 
for  duty  at  the  time  of  the  smrender. 

The  enemy  advanced  against  Yazoo  Oity  botii 
by  land  and  water  on  the  thirteenth.  The  at- 
tack by  the  gmiboats  was  handsomely  repulsed 
by  onr  heavy  battery,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Isaac  N.  Brown,  of  the  navy.  The 
"  De  Kalb,"  the  flag-ship  of  the  hostile  squadron, 
an  iron-dad,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  was  sunk 
by  a  torpedo.  To  the  force  advancing  by  land 
lk>  resistance  was  made  by  the  garrison,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Creasman,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Norlii  Carolina  regiment 

I  have  introduced  my  dispatch  of  May  four- 
teenth into  this  report,  because  General  Pember- 
tsn,  after  stating  tiiat  it  was  not  received  until 
after  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  claimed  that  al- 
though he  had  not  acted  on  tfaoee  instructions, 
tiie  letter  suggested  the  very  movement  he  had 
made,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  When  the 
enemy  was  at  Jackson  the  letter  suggested  a 
movement  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dislodging  him, 
and  BO  stated.  Qeneral  Pemberton's  march, 
with  whatever  purpose  made,  was  begun  after 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  Jackson,  aira  was  al- 
most in  his  presence.  My  order  of  the  fifteenth — 
at  which  time  I  should  have  joined  Qeneral 
Pemberton,  to  take  immediate  command  of  ^e 
main  army,  but  that  I  was  still  too  weak  to  at- 
tempt such  a  ride— which  was  received  by  him 
very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenUi,  re- 
quired hun  to  abandon  that  movement ;  had  he . 
obeyed  it  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  if ould  have 
been  escaped. 

About  the  middle  of  January,  finding  the  cav- 
ahry  in  Mississippi  inactive,  ana  being  satisfied, 
by  the  representations  of  well  informed  persons, 
acquainted  with  the  country,  that  it  could  not 
be  usefully  employed  in  Mississippi  imtil  late  in 
the  spring,  ancl  persuaded  that  a  larger  cavalry 
force  was  needed  to  cover  that  portion  of  Ten- 
^  nessee  from  which  (general  Bragg  was  drawing 
*  his  supplies,  I  transferred  about  two-thirds  m 
the  cav^^  of  Mississippi  to  Tennessee. 

By  this  transfer  from  Mississippi  at  a  time 
when  General  Grant  had  fallen  back  on  Memphis, 
and  Sherman  and  McClemand  had  been'  repulsed 
at  Vicksburg,  I  gave  strength  to  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  which  had  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  engagements  near  Murfreesboro,  and  ena- 
bled General  Bragg  to  cover  the  country  and 
secure  supplies  for  nis  army. 

About  March  twentieth.  General  Pemberton 
applied  for  cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  during  the  planting 
season.  Bat  his  reports  heretofore  referred  to, 
indicated  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  to  be 
employed  in  Tennessee  rather  than  Mississippi, 
ana  Van  Dom's  cavalry  being  then  absolutely 
necessary  to  hold  the  countrv  from  which  Gen- 
eral Bragg  was  drawing  his  supplies,  I  could 
not  send  it,  and  so  informed  General  Pemberton. 
When  he  reported  that  Grant's  army  was  return- 
ing to  tiie  Mississippi,  a  strong  brigade  of  cavalry 
was  ordered  from  Tennessee  into  that  State. 
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The  time  to  strike  the  enemy  with  the  best 
hope  of  saving  Vicksburg,  was  when  he  was 
landing  near  Bruinsburg.  To  do  this  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  a  rapid  concentration  of  all 
tiie  forces  should  have  been  made,  and  an  attack. 
Under  this  conviction,  I  telegraphed  to  (General 
Pemberton  on  May  first,  from  Tullahoma :  "  If 
Grant's  army  lands  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the 
safety  of  Mississippi  depends  on  beating  it  For 
that  object  you  should  unite  your  whote  force." 
And,  again,  on  May  second :  "  If  Grant  crosses, 
unite  your  whole  force  to  beat  him.  Success 
will  give  back  what  was  abandoned  to  win  it" 

These  instructions  were  neglected,  and  time 
was  given  to  Grant  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
Stote,  and  at  Port  Gibson  and  Raymond  detach- 
ments of  our  troops  were  defeated  and  driven 
back  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

On  uie  thirteenth,  when  I  learned  that  there 
were  four  divisions  of  the  enemy  at  Clinton,  dis- 
tant twenty  miles  from  the  main  body  of  General 
Pemberton's  forces,  I  gave  him  orders  to  attack 
them,  and  notified  him  that  we  could  co-operate. 
This  order  General  Pemberton  disobeyea ;  and 
so  reported  to  me  in  his  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth. I  directed  him  to  move  twenty  miles  to 
the  ea^  to  co-operate  with  me  in  attacking  Sher- 
man. He  moved  to  tiie  sotUh^  and  made  our 
co-operation  and  junction  impossible.  He  claims 
that  this  order  compelled  him  to  make  the  ad- 
vance beyond  the  Big  Black,  which  proved  so 
''disastrous."  Before  I  had  reached  Jackson, 
and  before  the  order  was  given,  General  Pem- 
berton made  his  first  advance  beyond  (east  of) 
tiie  Big  Black,  to  Edwards'  Depot;  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order,  in  violation  of  it,  he  made 
his  second  and  his  last  advance  from  that  point 
to  the  field  of  Baker's  Creek.  He  farther  clairas 
that  this  order  caused  the  subversion  of  his 
"matured  plans."  I  do  not  know  what  those 
plans  were,  but  am  startled  to  find  matured  plans 
given  up  for  a  movement  in  violation  of  my  or- 
ders, rejected  by  a  majority  of  his  council  of 
war,  and  disapproved  (as  he  states)  bv  himself. 
On  the  twelfth,  he  wrote  me  that  if  he  could 
collect  force  enough,  Edwards'  Depot  would  be 
the  battle-field.  The  battle  of  Baker's  Creek 
was  fought  three  or  four  miles  from  Edwards' 
Depot  The  presence  of  the  enemy  was  reported 
to  him  the  night  before.  There  was  no  apparent 
obstacle  to  prevent  him  from  resuming  his  orig- 
iiud  position,  and  carrying  out  his  "matured 
plans." 

It  is  a  new  military  principle,  that  when  an 
officer  disobeys  a  positive  order  of  his  superior, 
tiiat  superior  becomes  responsible  for  any  meas-  - 
ure  his  subordinate  may  cnoose  to  substitute  for 
that  ordered. 

But,  had  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  not  been 
fought.  General  Pemberton's  belief  that  Vicks- 
burg was  his  base,  rendered  his  ruin  inevitable. 
He  would  stiU  have  been  besieged,  and,  there- 
fore, captured.  The  larger  force  he  would  have 
carried  into  the  lines,  would  have  added  to,  and 
hastened  the  catastrophe.  His  disasters  were 
due  not  merely  to  his  entangling  himaelf  with 
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the  advancing  cohnnnB  of  a  superior  and  unob- 
served enemy,  but  te  his  evident  determination 
to  be  besieged  in  Vicksbnrg,  instead  of  manoen- 
vring  to  prevent  a  siege. 

Convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  collecting  a 
sufficient  force  to  break  the  investment  of  Vidcs- 
bnrg  should  it  be  completed,  appreciating  the 
difficulty  of  extricating  the  gamson,  and  con- 
vinced that  Yicksburg  and  rort  Hudson  had 
lost  most  of  their  value  by  the  repeated  passive 
of  armed  vessels  and  transports,  I  ordered  l£e 
evacuation  of  both  places.  QenenJ  Gardner 
did  not  receive  this  order  before  the  investment 
of  Port  Hudson,  if  at  alL  (General  Pemberton 
set  aside  this  order,  under  the  advice  of  a  council 
of  war,  and,  though  he  had  in  Yicksburg  eight 
thousand  firesh  troops  not  demoralized  by  de- 
feat, decided  that  it  "*  was  impossible  to  vrith- 
(Iraw  the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy  ;**  but,  "  to  hold  Yicksburg 
as  long  as  possible,  with  ihe  firm  hope  that  the 

fovemment  may  yet  be  able  to  assist  me  in 
eeping  this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River."  Yicks- 
burg was  greatly  imperilled  when  my  instruc- 
tions from  TuUahoma  to  concentrate  were  neg- 
lected; it  was  lost  when  my  orders  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May  were  disobeyed. 
To  this  loss  were  added  the  labor,  privations, 
and  certain  destruction  of  a  gaUant  army,  when 
my  orders  for  its  evacuation  were  set  aside. 

In  this  report  I  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
into  many  details,  and  to  make  some  animadver- 
sions upon  the  conduct  of  General  Pemberton. 

The  one  was  no  pleasant  task ;.  the  other  was 
a  most  painful  duty.  Both  have  been  forced 
upon  me  by  the  official  report  of  Greneral  Pem- 
berton, made  to  the  War  Department  instead  of 
to  me,  to  whom  it  was  due. 

General  Pemberton,  by  direct  assertion  and  by 
implication,  puts  upon  me  the  responsibility  of 
the  movements  which  led  his  anny  to  defeat  at 
Baker's  Creek  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge—defeats 
which  produced  the  loss  of  Yicksburg  and  its 
army. 

This  statement  has  been  chrculated  by  the 

Eress,  in  more  or  less  detail,  and  with  more  or 
»ss  marks  of  an  official  character,  until  my  silence 
would  be  almost  an  acknowledgment  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  charge. 

A  proper  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of  my 
government  Has  compellea  me,  thraefore,  to 
throw  aside  t^t  delicacy  which  I  would  gladly 
have  observed  towards  a  brother  officer,  suiSer- 
ing  much  undeserved  obloquy,  and  to  show  that 
in  nis  short  campaign  General  Pemberton  made 
not  a  single  movement  in  obedience  to  my  or- 
ders, and  redded  none  of  my  instructions; 
and,  finally,  did  not  embrace  the  only  opportu- 
nity to  save  h\3  army — that  given  by  my  order 
to  abandon  Yicksburg. 
Most  respectfuUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JoHNBTOir, 

Qenenl. 


LETIEBFBOtf  PROFESSOR  KWKIX. 

WuxAiOBinu,  JioM  SS,  IMIL 
lb  the  EdUor  of  the  RebdUon  Record: 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Dr.  Craven's 
diary: 

**  Pemberton  made  a  splendid  defence  of  Yids> 
burg,  and  might  have  been  relieved  if  the  officer 
commanding  the  army  sent  to  relieve  him  (Geo- 
end  Johnston)  had  not  Mled  to  obey  the  positive 
orders  to  attack  General  Grant,  which  Mr.  Se(iK 
don,  then  Secretary  of  War.  had  sent  If  the 
same  officer,  who  was  upheld  in  command  by 
the  anti-administration  party,  had  vigorouafy  at- 
tacked Sherman  at  Atlanta  when  directed,  tiie 
fortunes  of  war  would  have  been  chained,  and 
Sherman  hurled  back  to  Nashville  over  a  sterile 
and  wasted  country — his  retreat  little  lees  dis- 
astrous than  Napoleon's  from  Moscow.  He  did 
not  do  so,  and  was  reUeved ;  General  Hood,  a 
true  and  spirited  soldier,  taking  his  place.  Bat 
the  opportunity  then  was  gone ;  and  to  this  de- 
lay, more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the  Southeni 
people  will  attribute  their  overthrow  whenever 
history  comes  to  be  truly  written." 

In  the  statement  this  extract  contains,  that 
General  J.  E.  Johnston  failed  to  obey  **  po6itiv« 
orders"  or  directions  to  attack  Gen^:^  Grant  at 
Yicksburg,  in  1863,  or  General  Sherman  at  At- 
lanta, in  1864,  there  is  a  mistake,  caused,  do 
doubt,  by  Dr.  Craven  having  misapprehended 
his  distinguished  patient,  with  whom,  in  htf 
misfortunes,  I  know  no  one  ervmpathizes  more 
truly  than  Gfeneral  Johnston.  I  venture  to  make 
this  correction,  in  justice  to  a  war-worn  veteim 
who  ^freely  shed  nis  blood  in  defence  of  tbe 
Southern  cause,  and  who  is  too  good  a  soldier 
to  wilfully  disregard  an  order  of  his  militaiy 
superior.  The  only  approach  to  an  order  to  at* 
tack  General  Grant  in  1863,  was  given  in  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  this  was 
modified,  and  virtually  revoked,  by  a  second 
telegraphic  communication,  received  the  same  * 
day.  tlie  gentleman  who  was  at  the  time  8e^ 
retary  of  w  ar  of  the  Confederate  States,  had 
too  much  wisdom  and  practical  sense  to  give  a 
"  positive  order"  to  Greneral  Johnston  to  attadc 
with  his  army  of  about  twenty-three  thousand 
men  Greneral  Grant's  army,  numbering  some 
eighty  thousand,  covered,  in  a  position  of  f^reat 
natural  strength,  by  the  unfordable  Big  Black 
River,  and  by  formidable  lines  of  intreoeb- 
ments,  defended  at  all  points  by  powerful  ar- 
tillery. 

In  like  manner,  no  such  orders  were  given 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  the  disaaten 
that  befell  the  Army  of  Tennessee  aftn-  Generil 
Johnston  was  relieved,  clearly  demonstrated 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  given.  Mj 
position  on  General  Johnston's  stafi^  and  my  T^ 
lations  to  him,  caused  all  his  corrospondecce 
with  the  authorities  in  Richmond,  by  mail,  by 
tel^raph,  or  by  messengers,  from  Janoaiy, 
1863,  to  July,  1864,  at  which  time  he  was  ra- 
lieved,  to  pass  through  my  hands.    Ai^  i 
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tioD  I  have  herein  made  I  am  folly  prepared  to 
prove. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant 

BiNJ.  S.  £WSLU 


Doa47. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  HELENA. 

REPOBT  OP  UEUTENiLNT-OENERAL  HOUOS. 

UrtiM  Rook,  Aogoai  14, 1868. 


Brioadier-Oeneral  W.  B,  Boggs, 

jSeparimeni    TroM-Miifissippi^ 

Louisiana: 

GsifERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  the  following 
report  of  the  attack  made  by  me  upon  Helena, 
on  the  fourth  of  Jnjy,  1863 : 

In  the  month  of  June,  1863,  the  Federal  forces 
under  General  Curtis,  from  the  attempted  inva- 
sion of  Arkansas  betook  themselves  to  the  city 
of  Helena,  and  there  fortified.  Since  that  time 
it  has  been  constantiy  and  heavily  rariisoned 
by  Federal  troops.  The  possession  of  this  place 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  enemy. 
From  it,  they  have  threatened  at  all  times  an 
invasion  of  Arkansas,  thereby  rendering  it  neces- 
sary that  troops  should  be  held  in  position  to 
repel  such  hivasion.  From  it  they  have  con- 
trolled the  trade  and  sentimenta  of  a  large  and 
important  scope  of  country.  It  has  been  to  them 
a  most  important  depot  for  troops  in  their  opera- 
tions against  Vicksburg. 

In  view  of  these  great  advantages  to  them,  of 
the  great  embarrassment  to  my  movemen|^  else- 
where, arising  from  the  proximity  of  a  large  and 
threatening  army,  and  of  the  deleterious  effect 
on  that  portion  of  the  State  caused  by  their 
presence,  it  was  deemed  of  very  great  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  driven  from  their  only 
stronghold  in  Arkansas.  As  a  means  of  raising 
the  sie^e  of  Yicksbur^,  and  of  keeping  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  closed,  m  the  event  ot  a  surren- 
der of  that  city,  the  policy  of  the  move  was 
perfectly  apparent  Moreover,  from  information, 
considered  reliable,  in  my  possession,  the  cap- 
ture of  Helena  by  the  forces  at  my  disposal 
seemed  perfectly  practicable. 

On  the  fourteenth  June,  1863, 1  teleeraphed 
to  Lieutenant-Ckneral  Smith,  that  I  beueved  I 
could  take  the  place,  and  asked  his  permission 
to  attack  it  Two  days  after  I  started  to  Jack- 
sonport,  there  to  consult  with  Generals  I^ce 
and  Marmadnke,  and  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements.  The  result  of  this  inter- 
view was  the  following  orders : 

Price's  command,  consisting  of  General  Mo- 
Bae*B  Arkansas  and  General  Rusons'  Missouri 
brigades  of  infantry,  constituting  Price's  divis- 
ion, and  Colonels  Green's  and  Shelby's  brigades 
of  Missouri  cavalry,  Marmadnke's  division  to 
rendezvous  at  Cotton  Plant,  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fagan's  Arkansas  brigade  of  inGmtry,  at 
Cbrendon^  on  the  twenty-axth  June  (Friday), 


whence,  by  converging  roads,  the  two  columns 
would  move  in  the  direction  of  Helena.  I  also 
informed  General  Walker,  commanding  brigade 
of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  of  my  in- 
tention, and  directed  hhn  to  allow  no  ingress  to 
tiie  place. 

Upon  my  return  to  Little  Rock.  I  found  that 
(General  Smith  had  fully  sanctioned  my  proposed 
attack,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  nad  writ- 
ten a  strong  letter,  suggesting,  advising,  %xA 
urging  it  Thus  encouraged,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  I  proceeded  to  Clarendon,  and  a8» 
sumed  command  of  the  expedition.  From  im- 
avoidable  necessity,  consequent  upon  rain,  high 
water,  and  wretched  roads.  General  Price's  com- 
mand did  not  reach  its  rendezvous  for  four  days 
after  the  day  fixed,  thus  giving  the  enemy  abun- 
dant notice  of  my  approach.  General  Fagan 
arrived  at  his  place  of  rendezvous  (Clarendon), 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  As  soon  as  the  troops 
were  in  position,  I  proceeded  towards  Helena 
by  converging  roads,  and  reached  Allan  Polk's 
house,  five  mues  from  Helena,  on  the  morning 
of  July  third. 

Having  received  full^  accurate,  and  reliable  in- 
formation of  the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the 
enemy  in  Helena,  and  the  topography  of  the 
surrounding  country,  I  here  made  the  final  dis- 
position for  the  attack.  That  information  dis- 
closed that  the  place  was  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult of  access,  and  the  fortifications  very  much 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed,  before  undertak- 
ing the  expedition ;  the  features  of  the  country 
being  peculiarly  adap^  to  defence,  and  all 
that  the  art  of  engineering  could  do  having  been 
brought  to  bear  to  strengthen  it  The  fortifica- 
tions consisted  of  one  regular  work,  heavily 
armed  with  siege  guns,  and  four  strong  re- 
doubts, mounted  with  field  pieces  and  protected 
by  rifle-pits  on  suburban  hills. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  per  fol- 
lowing order : 

*'  The  attack  on  Helena  will  be  made-  to-mor- 
row morning  at  daylight,  and  as  follows : 

"  First — Major-GfenenJ  Price,  in  command  of 
McRae's  and  Parsons'  brigades,  will  proceed  by 
the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take 
Graveyard  Hill,  at  daylight 

^  Second — ^Brigadier-General  Walker,  with  his 
cavalry  brigade,  will,  in  like  manner,  proceed 
to  the  Stirling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself 
in  position,  to  resist  any  troops  that  may  ap- 
proach RightonHiD ;  ana  when  that  position  is 
captured,  he  will  enter  the  town  and  act  against 
the  enemy  as  circumstances  may  justify.  ^ 

^  Third — ^Brigadier-€reneral  Fagan  will  proceed 
by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  and  take  the 
batteries  on  Hindman  HiU,  at  daylight 

^  Fourth — ^Brigadier-(}eneral  Marmadnke  wiU 
proceed  with  his  command,  bv  the  best  route, 
assume  position,  and  take  Kighton  Hill,  at  day- 
light" 

«««««« 

This  plan  of  attack  was  fully  concurred  in  by 
all  my  General  officers,  and  the  part  assigned  to 
each  accepted  with  alacrity. 
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Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
the  troops  began  to  move  to  their  respective 
positions,  whence  to  assault  in  the  morning. 

G^neraJ  Fagan  detached  a  regiment  from  his 
brigade,  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  right,  on  the 
lower  Ldtde  Rock  road,  to  occnpy  the  attrition 
of  the  enemy  in  the  rifle-pits  below  the  city, 
and  to  protect  his  flank,  in  case  of  an  atta<± 
from  that  quarter. 

Three  detached  companies  of  cavahy,  under 
Oaptain  Denson,  were  ordered  to  act  as  vedettes 
in  the  plain  south  of  the  city,  and  to  transmit 
to  General  Fagan  rapid  information  of  any  at- 
tempt to  flank  him.  His  artillery  was  also  sent 
forward  on  this,  the  only  practicable  road,  with 
the  hope  that  it  mi^ht  assist  in  creating  a  diver- 
sion, and  thereby  aid  the  general  movement 

I  took  a  position  a  little  after  daylight  on  the 
Graveyard  Ridge,  half  a  mile  from  the  fortifica- 
tions, a  central  point,  there  to  await  the  develop- 
ment of  the  attack. 

Soon  after  daylieht,  Brigadier-General  Mar- 
maduke  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front  a!nd  assaulted  Kighton  Fort  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  strong,  vigorous,  and  sudden  at- 
tack on  this  fort  would  nave  been  successful ; 
but  some  delay  occurring,  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  appeared  on  his  left  flank  and  rear,  and 
held  him  perfectly  in  check  during  the  whole  day. 
It  was  the  pecmiar  duty  of  Brigadier-Genend 
Walker  to  have  prevented  tiiis  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  represented  by 
General  Marmaduke,  the  same  could  have  been 
easily  accomplished.  Ko  satisfactory  reason 
has  been  given  by  General  Walker  why  this 
service  wais  not  rendered.  This  attack,  being 
most  remote,  was  not  under  my  personal  super- 
vision, and  was  too  distant  for  me  to  give  spe- 
cific orders. 

The  assault  on  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  in 
front  of  Hindman  Hill,  was  made  at  a  few  min- 
utes after  davlight  General  Fagan,  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade,  chained  gallanthr  over  four  lines, 
under  a  deadly  fire  from  the  rine-pits  and  guns 
on  his  front,  and  most  disastrous  enfilading  fire 
from  Graveyard  Hill  on  the  left,  previous  to  the  • 
attack  by  General  Price.  Having  driven  the 
enemy  from,  and  carried  the  fifth  and  last  line 
of  rifle-pits,  the  brave  men,  who  had  followed 
Mm  thus  far,  overcome  by  sheer  exhaustion,  re- 
sulting from  the  inordinate  exertion  of  their 
difScTut  charge,  and  the  intense  heat  of  tiie  day, 
were  unable  to  proceed  further.  A  charge  upon 
the  fort  was  nevertheless  attempted,  and  failed. 
The  brigade  thereupon  took  shelter  behind  the 
inner  line  of  breastworks,  anxiously  awaiting 
assistance.  This  assistance  never  arrived.  Ma- 
jor-General  Price  did  not  make  his  attack  till 
after  sunrise,  and  more  than  an  hour  after  the 
time  named  in  the  order.  As  an  explanation  of 
this  delay,  his  report  states  that,  finding  when 
he  had  gotten  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of 
the  position  he  had  been  ordered  to  take,  that 
his  aivisioi>  would  arrive  upon  the  ground  pre- 
maturely, he  ordered  a  halt  and  resumed  his 
march  at  dawn    of  day.    His   troops,   when 


brought  into  position  and  ordered  forwurd,  be- 
haved magnificentiy,  charging  rifle^its  and 
breastworlffl  without  a  fidter^  and  taking  the 
hill  without  a  halt 

As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  rode 
rapidly  into  them.  Finding  the  guns  in  the  fort 
had  been  rendered  useless,  by  the  enemy,  be- 
fore being  abandoned,  I  at  once  dispatched  one 
of  my  staff  to  the  rear,  to  bring  up  some  artil- 
le^.  Owing  to  the  impracticabmty  of  the  roads, 
this  could  not  be  effected  in  time. 

Perceiving  the  position  of  the  gallant  Fagaa 
and  his  command,  I  ordered  Bri^Mlier-GeDetil 
PtoM>ns,  the  only  General  offioer  present,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  attack  the  Hindman  Fort  in  the 
rear.  Everything  was  in  confusion.  RegimeotB 
and  brigades  mixed  up  indiscriminately,  and  the 
order  was  not  attend^  to.  Immediat^v  after- 
wards I  sent  an  order  to  General  Price  to  the  sanw 
effect,  and  then  returned  to  my  headquarters. 

Two  or  three  hundred  vards  in  the  rear,  I 
passed  Brisadier-General  McRae,  who  had  not 
loined  his  Brigade  since  the  assault  I  oidered 
nim  at  once  to  the  fort 

It  seems  that  General  McRae  was  the  officer 
designated  by  General  Price  to  go  to  Gen^ 
Fagan's  assistance.  After  much  delay,  he  pro- 
ce^ed  on  this  duty,  but  utteriy  failed  to  render 
the  slightest  aid,  making  no  attempt  to  aasanU 
tiiehiU. 

Not  having  been  advised  of  this  order  for 
General  McRae,  and  being  impatient  of  tiie  de> 
lay,  I  proceeded  again  to  the  tort  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  where  I  found  General  PtoMms,  with  odj 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  men  of  his  bo- 
lide. He  informed  me  that  General  McRae  had 
been  ordered  to  the  relief  of  General  Ffton. 
That  pfficer  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  wnOe 
General  Fagan,  with  greatly  reduced  foro^  was 
being  assamted  and  driven  bade  by  the  mrasy 
largely  reinforced.  Under  these  oircumstuioee, 
at  ten  and  a  half  a.  k.,  I  ordered  the  troopi 
to  be  withdrawn. 

My  retreat  from  Helena  was  effected  in  the 
most  perfect  order,  and  without  the  sligbtest 
demorsdization  of  any  kind. 

My  whole  force  engaged  in  this  expedidon 
amounted  to  seven  thousand  six  hundred  aad 
forty-six  (7,646).  My  loss,  as  near  as  is  a8oe^ 
tained,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-tiiree  (173) 
killed ;  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  {j^ 
wounded ;  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  (T76) 
missing.  Total,  sixteen  hundred  and  thirtysix 
(1,636).  See  reports  of  division  and  brigade 
commanders  forwarded  herewith. 

I  write  this  report  with  a  deep  pain.  I  com- 
manded brave,  gallant,  and  wDHng  troops,  and 
should  have  succeeded  in  ^e  capture  of  H^oa ; 
for,  though  the  diflSculties  were  very  great,  thej 
were  not  insurmounteible,  and  the  misfortune  of 
a  failure  was,  in  a  very  great  measure,  coose- 
quent  on  the  men  not  being  weU  in  hand  after 
success.  Most  of  my  loss  in  prisoners  resulted 
in  not  restraining  the  men,  after  the  capture  of 
Graveyard  Hill,  from  advancing  into  the  towa, 
where  they  were  taken  mainly  without  resist- 
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ance.  If,  instead  of  diia,  the  regimentB  and  bri- 
gades had  been  re-formed  instantly,  the  capture 
of  Hindman  Hill,  and  consequently  of  the  town, 
would  have  been  of  easy  occurrence. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing 
my  obligations  to  fais  Excellency,  Harris  Flam- 
gan,  Governor  of  Arkansas,  who  accompanied 
me,  and  had  my  confidence,  during  the  whole 
campaign.  I  owe  to  his  cool,  discriminating 
judgment,  many  valuable  suggestions.  His 
presence,  confidence,  and  zeal  luul  no  little  in- 
fluence on  the  roirit  and  eno^  of  the  Arkansas 
troops.  He  and  Colonel  Gbrdon  Bear,  Adjutant- 
General  of  Ihe  State,  acted  as  volunteer  Aids-de- 
Ounp  on  my  staff  during  the  battle.  As  the 
expedition  failed,  which  should  have  succeeded, 
I  refirain  from  all  expressions  of  commendation, 
believing  that  the  brave  ofiBcers  and  men  who 
distinguished  themselves  will  willingly  forego 
the  applause  due  to  them,  in  consideration  that 
our  beloved  cotmtry  reaped  no  benefit  from 
their  exploits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  H.  Holmbs, 

BEPORT  or  MAJOR-OENERAL  FRICS. 

HiADQITAinaB  PBIOB>fl  DmSKKT,        \ 

Camp  ov  Joan»  Lao,  July  18,  1M8./ 
Cc^cdn  John  W.  Binsdale,  A.  A.  O.: 

Uaptaim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-Ctoneral  commanding,  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the 
attack  made  upon  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant: 

I  left  Jacksonport,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  June,  with  Uiis  di- 
vision and  Marmaduke's  division  of  cavalry. 
My  march  was  greatly  impeded  by  tiie  extraor- 
dinary^ rains,  wmch,  beginning  on  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-fourth  June,  and  Ming  almost 
without  intermission  for  four  davs,  made  tiie 
rivers,  bayous,  and  creeks,  over  which  my  route 
lay,  and  the  bottoms  and  swamps  through  which 
\  it  ran,  almost  impassable  to  troops,  unprovided, 
as  mine  were,  with  the  means  of  repairing  roads 
and  constructing  bridges  or  rafts.  I  was,  how- 
ever, enabled  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  my 
officers,  and  by  the  willing  endurance  and  la- 
borious industry  of  my  men,  to  surmount  these 
unlooked-for  obstacles,  and  to  reach,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third  instant,  a  point  within  five  miles 
of  Helena. 

At  this  point,  Lieutenant-(}eneral  Holmes, 
having  assumed  the  immediate  command  of  all 
the  troops  before  Helena,  detached  Marmaduke*s 
division  from  my  command,  leaving  me  two 
brigades ;  the  one  of  Arkansians,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Bandridge  McRae,  consisting  of 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  field  battery, 
with  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men 
present  for  duty ;  the  other  of  Missourians,  un- 
der Brigadier-General  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  con- 
sisting of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion 
of  sharpshooters,  and  a  field  battery,  having  in 


all,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
(1,868)  men  present  for  duty.  These  two  brir 
gades  constituted  this  division. 

The  order  of  attack  directed  that  p,  **  in  com- 
mand of  McRae*s  and  Parson's  brigades,  should 
proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  al^ 
sanlt  and  take  the  Grraveyard  Hill  at  daylight.'' 
I  made  my  dispositions  accordiuKly,  and  moved 
at  midnight,  with  Parsons'  brigade  in  front 

As  my  route  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  across  abrupt  hills  and  deep  ravines,  over 
which  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  move  my 
artillery  during  the  darkness,  I  ordered  the 
pieces  to  be  left  behind  until  daybreak,  and 
armed  details  from  each  battery  to  accompany 
the  infantry,  in  order  to  man  the  guns  which  I 
expected  to  capture. 

Finding,  when  I  had  gotten  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  position  which  I  had  been  ordered 
to  take,  that  my  divtsion  would  arrive  upon  the 
ground  prematurely,  I  ordered  a  halt,  during 
which  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  came 
to  and  remained  with  tiie  division  until  the  dawn 
of  day,  when  the  line  of  march  was  resumed. 
Then  pushing  forward  rapidly,  until  my  skir- 
mishers had  oecome  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  his  works,  the 
troops  were  formed  into  two  columns  of  divis- 
ions. Parsons'  brigade  occupying  the  right  and 
moving  in  front 

The  enemy's  fire  becoming  somewhat  sharp 
about  this  time,  the  guides  who  were  conduct- 
ing the  columns  took  occasion  to  leave  tmper- 
ceived.  Some  confusion  and  consequent  delav 
ensued,  but  another  guide  having  been  obtained, 
tiie  head  of  the  column  soon  occupied  the  posi- 
tion from  which  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  A 
brief  halt  was  here  ordered,  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  recover  somewhat  from  the  exhausting 
fatigues  consequent  upon  their  rapid  march  over 
a  succession  of  ahnost  precipitous  and  heavily 
wooded  hills. 

The  order  for  the  assault  (as  explained  to  the 
General  officers  and  regimental  commanders  of 
the  division  the  evening  before)  directed  that 
General  Parsons,  moving  in  front,  should  halt 
^e  head  of  his  column  at  the  point  from  which 
he  was  to  make  the  assault,  until  the  head  of 
General  McRae's  column  should  reach  its  posi- 
tion on  the  left,  when  both  columns  should 
advance  simultaneous! v  to  the  assault 

During  the  brief  halt  just  alluded  to,  and  just 
as  I  had  ordered  General  McRae  forward,  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  rode  up  and 
asked  why  the  assault  had  not  been  made.  I 
explained  the  facts  to  him,  and  thinking  that 
time  enough  had  elapsed  for  Greneral  McKae  to 
get  into  position,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  staff 
to  Greneral  Parsons  to  ascertain  why  he  was  not 
advancing.  He  replied  that  he  was  waitine  for 
General  McRae  to  get  into  position.  Mean- 
while General  McRae  had  moved  his  brigade 
into  position,  but  (owing  to  the  difficulties  and 
necessities  of  the  ground)  further  to  the  left 
than  had  been  originally  ordered  aild  explained 
to  General  Parsons,  and  with  a  high  ridge  intor- 
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posing  between  it  and  Parsons'  brigade,  so  that 
the  latter  ofiScer  conld  not  see  that  it  had  gotten 
into  position.  I  immediately  directed  one  of  my 
staff  officers  to  communicate  these  &cts  to  Gen- 
eral Parsons  and  to  order  him  to  make  the 
assault  without  any  fortlier  delay,  as  Greneral 
AIcRae,  to  whom  I  had  sent  orders  to  that  effect, 
would  be  advancing  before  he  (General  Parsons) 
could  receive  my  order. 

Both  brigades  moved  forward  on  the  instant, 
rapidly,  steadUy,  unflinchingly,  and  in  perfect 
order,  under  a  storm  of  Minme  balls,  grape  and 
canister,  which  were  poured  upon  them,  not 
only  from  the  Gravevara  Hill  in  uieir  front,  but 
from  the  fortified  hifis  upon  the  right  and  the 
left,  both  of  which  were  in  easy  range. 

The  enemy  gave  way  before  the  impetuous 
assault  of  tbe  attacking  columns,  which,  enter- 
ing the  works  almost  simultaneously,  planted 
the  Confederate  flag  upon-ihe  summit  of  the 
Gravevard  flilL 

Each  brigade  had  done  its  allotted  duty  with 
equal  zeal,  devotion,  and  gsJlantry,  and  each  is 
entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  honor  which 
justly  attaches  to  those  who  discharge  their 
duty  as  these  men  did,  fearlessly,  well,  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  finding 
that  the  captured  guns  had  been  shot-wedged,  I 
directed  my  Chief  of  Artillery  to  bring  forward 
the  pieces  which  I  had  left  behind.  This  he 
did  as  promptly  as  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  but  not  until  it  was  too  kte  for 
them  to  be  used  in.  the  action.  Meanwhile  a 
heavy  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  hill  from 
the  four  fortifled  positions,  which  the  enemy 
still  continued  to  hold,  and  from  the  hill-sides 
and  ravines,  under  cover  of  which  their  sharp- 
shooters delivered  a  welklirected  and  very 
effective  fire,  whilst  the  gunboat,  which  lay  in 
front  of  the  town,  kept  up  an  unintermitting  dis- 
charge of  its  heavy  guns. 

Perceiving  at  once  that  the  surest  way  to 
relieve  my  men  from  the  disastrous  effects  of 
this  gaUing  fire,  was  to  aid  General  Fagan  to 
take  the  enemy's  works  upon  my  right,  and 
receiving  information  at  the  same  tune,  that  that 
gallant  officer  had  been  repulsed  in  every  at- 
tempt to  assault  those  works,  I  sent  to  Greneral 
Parsons  an  order  directing  him  to  move  his  bri- 
gade forthwith  to  the  reinforcement  of  General 
ragan.  He  replied  to  the  officer  by  whom  I 
sent  the  order,  that  General  McRae  (who  was 
bj  his  side  at  the  time)  would,  with  my  permis- 
sion, go  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan, 
whilst  his  (Parsons')  brigade,  being  the  stronger 
of  the  two,  would  hold  tne  Graveyard  Hill.  Be- 
fore this  reply  was  brought  back  to  me  I  sent 
another  of  my  staff,  by  direction  of  the  Lieu- 
teiiant>^neral  commanding,  to  deliver  to  Gen- 
eral Parsons  an  order  similar  to  the  one  already 
sent.  General  Parsons'  reply  having  been  mean- 
while received,  another  order  was  sent  direct- 
ing him  to  hold  the  hiU,  and  General  McRae  to 
reinforce  General  Fagan,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
with  his  brigade. 


It  soon  became  obvious,  however,  ttiat  both 
brigades  had  been  so  much  weakened  by  their 
heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  partic- 
ularly in  prisoners  (the  most  of  the  latter  hav- 
ing been  captumd  in  the  immediate  vicinity  oi 
the  town,  whither  they  had  spue  without  ord^s 
from  me),  and  by  the  straggune  of  those  whom 
thirst  ana  the  intense  heat  of  me  day  overcame, 
or  who  had  become  disheartened  by  the  More 
of  the  other  assaulting  columns,  that  I  could  not 
send  any  effective  aid  to  General  Fagan,  without 
too  greatly  endangering  my  own  position.  It 
was  equally  obvious  that,  mdess  such  aid  could 
be  promptly  sent  to  Greneral  Fagan,  the  general 
attack  upon  Helena  must  faiL  It  was  under 
these  circumstances  that  I  received  an  order 
from  the  lieutenant-Greneral  commanding  to 
withdraw  my  division.  In  compliance  with 
this  order  my  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a 
point  about  four  miles  from  Helena,  where  thej 
rested  for  the  night,  and  resumed  the  marcii 
hither  on  the  mormng  of  the  fifth. 

The  Lieutenant-Ckneral  commanding  was  him- 
self a  witness  of  the  conduct  of  my  division. 
He  saw  the  alacrity  with  which  they  advanced 
to  thepositions  to  which  they  had  been  assiga- 
ed.  He  knows  the  steadiness  and  uniSBltering 
courage  with  which  they  moved,  in  the  midst 
of  a  deadly  fire,  over  deep  ravines  and  precip- 
itous lulls,  obstructed  with  felled  timber,  to, 
into,  and  over  the  works  which  they  had  been 
ordered  to  take,  driving  every  tiling  before  thea. 
He  himself  was  a  witness  of  the  undaunted 
bravery  and  enduring  constancy  with  which, 
animated  by  his  own  inspiring  example  and  gal- 
lant bearing,  they  stood  unshaken  m  the  Teijr 
centre  of  that  unceasing  fire  which  was  buried 
against  them  from  gun£>at,  from  flats,  and  boa, 
rme-pits.  I  am  sure  that  he  wiU  pay  them  that 
tribute  of  praise  to  which  their  courage  and 
endurance  entitle  them.  The  accompanjiog 
reports  of  Brigadier-Grenerals  McRae  and  Pit- 
sons  will  explain  in  detaU  the  part  taken  b/ 
their  respective  brigades,  and  point  out  to  tl» 
lieutenantrGreneral  commanding,  such  of  their 
officers  and  men  as  are  particolariy  desernng 
of  mention.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  per- 
fectly accurate  reports  of  the  casualties  of  thii 
division,  but  Uiese  may  be  stated  approximately 
as  follows : 


1 

^ 

1 

J 

1 

McRae'8  Brigade 

Parsons'  Brigade 

46 

168 
886 

133 

S69 

764 

IDS 

604 

402 

1411 

I  will  forward  detailed  reports  of  these  casn- 
alties  as  soon  as  the  lists  can  be  carefnUT  re- 
vised.   The  separation  of  the  command  wiH 
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neoesaarilj  entail  Bome  dekj  in  the  revision  of 
tfaeoL 

The  admirable  oondnct  of  Brigadier-General 
ParsonB,  not  only  upon  the  field,  bnt  upon  the 
march,  merits  my  earnest  comi^ndationy  whilst 
bis  skill  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  his  long  and 
nnintermpted  active  service  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, first  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  and  more 
recently  in  the  Ftovisional  Army'of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  are,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  re- 
cognition on  the  part  of  the  government 

I  must  also  commend  the  excellent  discipline 
which  General  McRae  maintains  at  all  tiiAes  in 
his  brieade ;  the  marked  eood  sense  and  energy 
with  which  he  conducted  its  march  to  Helena ; 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  has  always 
obeyed  my  commands,  and  the  earnest  efforts 
which  he  made  to  reinforce  General  Fagan  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  attack. 

I  have  not  in  my  former  reports  mentioned 
Ihe  officers  of  my  staff,  though  most  of  Ibem 
have  beem  eminently  deservmg  of  praise  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  upon  more  than 
one  hard-fought  field.  Justice  requires  that  I 
should  not  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass 
without  placing  upon  record  my  sense  and  ap- 
preciation of  me  worth  and  merits  of  those  of 
Ihem,  at  least,  who  participated  in  the  present 
movement. 

Major  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Senior  Assistant  Ad- 
iutant-General  of  my  command,  to.  whom  I  have 
been  often  indebted  for  vigorous  support  in 
hours  of  perilous  trial  (apart  from  the  intelli- 
gent and  nuthful  performance  of  the  responsible 
and  onerous  duties  of  his  office),  surpassed  him- 
self this  day  in  the  intrepid  manner  with  which 
he  bore  himself  throughout  the  conflict,  raUy- 
ing  the  troops  again  and  again,  and  urging  them 
forward  to  me  scene  of  action. 

In  this  work,  under  Uie  hottest  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  until  we  had  swept  tiieir  intrench- 
ments  and  carried  the  hill,  ne  was  faithfully, 
fearlessly,  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Major  L.  A. 
Maclean,  A.  A.  G. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  Aids^e-Oamp,  lieu- 
tenant Richard  T.  Morrison  and  Lieutenant  Cel- 
808  Price,  for  their  willing  assistance  promptly 
rendered  upon  this,  as  upon  other  hotly  con- 
tested fields. 

I  commend  all  these  officers  to  the  Lieuten- 
antrGeneral  commanding,  and  through  him  to 
the  President,  for  promotion,  on  account  of  gal- 
•laot  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  field. 

Acting  Engineers,  John  Mhoon,  of  Alabama, 
and  D.  C.  Gage,  of  Mississippi,  not  only  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  then:  gallantry  upon  the 
field,  but  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which 
they  overcame  the  difficulties  that  obstrscted 
my  road  from  Cache  River  to  Helena.  1  have 
repeatedly  recommended  Mr.  Mhoon  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  Engineer  corps,  and  again  re- 
spectfully urge  the  ftesident  to  recognize  the 
worth  of  so  excellent  an  officer.  iSc.  Cage's 
services  demand  a  similar  recognition. 

Nor  should  the  less  conspicuous,  but  equally 
luefol,  services  of  Major  Isaac  Brinker  and  Ma- 


jor John  Reid  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To 
the  practical  good  sense  and  untiring  and  well 
directed  energy  of  the' former,  as  Chief  Quarter- 
master of  my  division,  I  am  greatiy  indebted 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  march  to  Helena 
and  back  to  this  point;  while  the  latter,  as 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  has,  in  spite 
of  manv  difficulties,  continued  to  subsist  the 
trooj>s  Doth  regularlv  and  well. 

Lieutenant<X)lonel  Clay  Taylor,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery and  acting  Chief  of  Ordnance,  discharged 
the  onerous  duties  of  botii  those  offices  with 
laborious  fidelity  and  to  my  entire  satisfiActioif. 

To  my  Chief  Surgeon,  Thomas  D.  Wooten,  to 
Surgeon  William  M.  McPheeters,  and  to  Assist- 
ant Field  Purveyor  R.  M.  Slaughter,  mv  con- 
stant thanks  and  commendation  are  due  for  the 
sedulous  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
but  never  more  humanely  or  more  conspicuously 
than  upon  this  occasion. 

These  gentiemen  tell  me  that  they  owe  their 
erateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Afarvin  for  the  very  important  services  which 
he  rendered  at  their  hospitals,  not  only  offering 
the  consolation  of  his  holy  office  to  the  dying, 
but  ministering  assiduously  to  the  wants  of  the 
wounded. 

Major  John  Tyler,  C.  S.  A.,  acting,  for  want  of 
an  appropriate  command,  as  volunteer  Aid-de- 
Camp/remained  by  my  side  in  view  of  special 
contingencies,  which  might  fittingly  task  his 
valuable  accornpKshments. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Perrie,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp, 
is  also  entitied  to  my  thanks  for  the  activity 
which  he  displayed  at  the  opening  of  the  at- 
tack. 

I  would  refer  particularly  to  the  gallant  con- 
duct and  bearing  of  Mr.  Gustavus  A.  Dyer, 
Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
(General,  and  of  Orderly  Daniel  M.  Kavanaugh, 
both  of  whom  have,  by  their  conduct  in  uie 
field,  merited  commissions  in  the  army,  and  both 
of  whom  have  bome  themselves  equally  well  in 
more  important  battie  fields. 

Major  Henry  M.  Clark,  Assistant  Inpector- 
General,  was  detained  from  the  field  by  serious 
iUness ;  Major  E.  C.  Cabell,  Paymaster,  by  duties 
elsewhere. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Sterlino  Pbicb, 

Major  •Ctonoral. 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  PAR9029S. 

HzADQUABnBS  FobJsa  BuQADs,  Pmci's  Drvmox, ) 
July  10, 18«3.     / 

Mqjar  T.  L.  Bnead,  A.  A,  O,: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  bat- 
tie  of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  ins^nt : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  July  the  annv 
bivouacked  on  tne  Littie  Rock  and  Helena  road, 
and  six  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  having 
been  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  dawn 
next  morning,  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for 
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the  varionB  points  of  attack  was  immediatelj 
made  hj  tiie  Lieutenant-Gkneral  commandiiig 
the  anoy,  aod  tiie  Major-General  commanding 
this  diviBion.  The  assanlt  and  capture  of  the 
enemy's  works  on  Graveyard  Hill  was  assigned 
by  the  Major-General  commanding  to  Brigadier- 
General  McBae*s  brigade  (Arkansas),  and  my 
brigade  (Missouri  volunteers).  This  x>o8ition 
was,  by  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding, 
believed  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  ihe  enemjrs 
works,  and  the  key  to  all  his  defences.  He  was 
particularly  solicitous  that  it  should  be  carried 
sjM  held  at  all  hazards.  It  was  represented  to 
contain  six  heavy  pieces,  protected  by  earth- 
works and  a  line  of  rifle-pits  on  its  front,  and 
extremely  inaccessible  on  account^ of  the  nu- 
merous sharp  ridges,  steep  ravines,  and  felled 
timber,  in  its  front  and  flank.  These  works 
were  situated  between  Fort  Hindman  on  the 
right,  and  another  fort  on  -the  left,  botli  beine 
within  rifle  range  of  the  position  to  be  assailed 
by  my  command,  and  supported  in  its  rear  by 
another  fort  between  it  and  the  town  of  Helena, 
and  Fort  Curtis  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  work  to  be  assaulted.  All  these  fortifi- 
cations were  situated  upon  hi^h,  ^steep  hills, 
with  deep  ravines  and  felled  tmiber  between, 
rendering  liie  rapid  and  orderly  movement  of 
tiie  Iroops  very  difficult 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  third, 
the  division  was  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
advance,  which  moved  in  the  following  order, 
viz.:  first,  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Major 
Pindall  commanding,  in  front ;  second,  the  Ninth 
regiment.  Colonel  White ;  third,  the  Eighth 
regiment,  Colonel  Bums  commanding;  fourth, 
ihe  Seventh  r^nment,  Colonel  Lewis  command- 
ing ;  fiftfa^  the  Tenth  regiment.  Colonel  Pickett 
commanding.  After  moving  on  the  main  rocul 
about  two  miles,  the  column  diverged  to  the 
left,  along  an  obscure  path  for  two  nmes  further, 
and  then  left  this  path  to  tiie  left,  and  followed 
up  a  rivulet,  until  arriving  within  about  one  and 
a  naif  miles  of  Graveyard  Hill.  Day  having  not 
yet  dawned,  a  halt  was  ordered,  to  await  suffi- 
cient lieht,  durine  which  time  my  command  was 
ordered  to  "load."  I  had  previously  thrown 
out  well  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers.  Major  Pin- 
dall's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  to  which  com- 
mand was  attached  Captain  Biscoe's  company  of 
sharpshooters,  from  McRae's  brigade.  Taung 
advantage  of  this  halt,  I  particul^lj  instructed 
in  person  the  conmiandants  of  regunents  as  to 
the  plan  of  attack,  and  charged  them  that,  in  the 
event  if  anpr  of  their  division  should  become 
disordered  m  carrying  the  works,  they  i^ould 
be  promptly  re-formed,  and,  as  the  orders  of  my 
superiors  extended  only  to  the  capture  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  that  no  further  movement  should 
be  made  without  orders.  I  deemed  this  precau- 
tion absolutely  necessary,  as  it  was  impossible 
for  either  myself  or  staff  to  ride  over  the  rough 
ground  on  which  we  moved,  and  consequenuy 
orders  could  not  be  transmitted  with  the  usual 
rapidity.  i 

At  da^ght  the  march  was  resumed,  and  in  a  { 


short  time  we  encountered  the  ste^  ridges  and 
deep  ravines,  which  rendered  tiie  movement 
ver^  slow  and  fievtiguing.  At  five  o'dodc  i.  ic, 
Migor  Pindall  enoount^ed  the  enemy's  pidceti, 
about  half  a  male  from  the  fortificatioxis. 
Sharp  ftkirmiflhing  ensued,  and  finally  they  wen 
driven  in.  I  ordered  ihe  cohmm  to  form  divis- 
ions at  half  distance,  and  moved  steadily  forward 
in  that  cnrder.  The  enemy  now  commenced 
throwing  shells  and  mpe  upon  the  column, 
killing  i^  wounding  about  twenty  men ;  butoo 
signs  of  disorder  or  fear  were  apparent— they 
moved  steadOy  and  firmly  forward.  By  this 
time  Pindairs  sharpshooters  had  arrived  witfaia 
musket  range  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  from 
behind  stumps  and  logs,  and  the  branches  of 
felled  trees,  were  delivering  an  effective  fire 
upon  the  gunners  of  the  enemv's  artillery. 

Upon  arriving  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  line  of  rifle-pits,  I  again  halted  the  coIuduml 
to  allow  rest,  and  to  enable  Brigadier-Oraenl 
McBae  to  move  upon  my  left  and  take  position, 
as  previously  agreed  \Lpon  between  that  ofBoer 
ana  m3rBelf,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  cosh 
bined  assault  upon  the  works.  So  soon  as  it 
was  announced  to  me  that  he  was  in  position,  I 
ordered  the  "  forward"  at  double-quick,  to  which 
officers  and  men  responded  with  alacritv.  Jut 
at  this  moment  a  heavv  fire  was  openea  on  i^y 
right  flank  from  a  rifle-pit,  distant  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  also  the  shdl  and  gr^w 
from  Fort  Hindman  were  showered  down  upon 
the  column.  This  was  the  critical  moment.  I 
watched  with  an  anxious  eye  to  see  whether 
my  battalions  would  falter  or  break  under  this 
flsmk  attadc,  but  they  moved  gallantly  on,  sd- 
heeding  the  murderous  missiles  now  being  hurled 
on  them  both  fr'om  firont  and  flank.  Tamiog 
my  attentioii  to  the  front,  the  head  of  tiie  two 
columns  (McRae's  and  mine)  were  beyond  the 
rifle^its,  and  in  an  instant  White's  battle-fla^ 
waving  over  the  works,  announced  tiiat  Gnve- 
yard  Hill  was  won. 

Thirty  men  of  Tilden's  battery  havii^beea 
armed  and  sent  forward  with  Colonel  White^ 
regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  LesB- 
neur,  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  enemj% 
guns,  upon  their  capture,  this  officer  inmiedi- 
atelv  took  them  in  charge,  but  finding  shot 
wedged  in  the  bore,  and  the  enemy  bariDg 
taken  away  the  worms,  he  could  not  worktheok 
He  and  his  men  resumed  their  musketi,  aod 
fought  as  infantry  throughout  the  battle. 

Ajb  previously  ordered,  the  commandants  of 
regiments  proceeded  to  restore  order  intiieir 
conunands,  wherever  confusion  had  occmred. 
Just  at  this  time  Hie  Lieutenant-Qeneral  com- 
manding arrived  mpon  the  hill,  and  gave  atden 
directly  to  one  oi  my  Colonels  to  attack  and 
carry  me  fort  in  the  direction  of  the  town,  and 
he  proceeding  to  execute  the  order,  H^  ottier 
commandants,  understanding  it  to  be  a  genenl 
movement  towards  the  town,  advanced  in  tet 
direction,  some  portions  of  regimoits  rushing 
into  town,  and  even  to  the  river's  bank.  Afi 
the  way  from  Graveyard  HOI  to  the  town,  and 
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fiiroi^li  it,  those  devoted  troops  were  ezi>osed 
to  a  ratal  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  aruUery 
and  musketry.  It  was  here  that  my  loss  was  the 
heavieat ;  not  more  than  half  of  those  that  went 
in  that  direction  returned — ihe  remainder  were 
kUled,  woimded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

From  time  to  time  the  enemy  made  repeated 
assaults  on  Graveyard  Hill,  bat  was  always  suo- 
cessfdlly  repulsed.  Whilst  General  Mcluie  and 
myself  were  thus  holding  it  under  the  terrific 
storm  of  bullets  hurled  upon  us,  both  from  the 
ri^lit  and  from  the  left,  he  su^ested  that  if  I, 
with  my  command,  woidd  holdthe  position,  he 
would  assault  Fort  Hindman  in  the  rear,  which 
General  Fagan  was  then  engaging  in  front  This 
arrangement  having  been  agreed  upon,  he  moved 
with  what  troops  he  had  at  hip  disposal  to  the 
assault ;  but,bemg  assailed  by  the^uns  from  the 
fort  by  the  musketry  from  the  rifle-pits,  and  in 
flank  by  the  heavy  artillery  from  the  gunboat, 
he  was  compelled  to  withdiraw  his  gallant  com- 
mand into  the  timber  for  shelter. 

During  these  operations  against  Fort  Hindman, 
the  enemy  was  continually  shelling  my  position 
frt>m  the  fort  upon  my  left,  and  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced {gainst  me,  but  was  each  time  repulsed. 
General  fWan  having  retired  from  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Bindman,  no  troops  were  now  upon 
the  field  except  my  own.  The  enemy  moved 
upon  me  in  front  and  upon  both  flanks,  and 
opened  a  furious  cross-fire  of  artillery  from  right 
and  left.  I  still  maintained  my  position,  drivme 
back  the  enemy's  infsmtiT  wherever  assaulted. 
At  a  quarter  past  ten  oc]ockA.M.,  I  received 
an  order  from  the  Major-General  commanding 
to  *•  retire."  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  com- 
mandants of  reg^ents  and  Fipdall's  battalion  to 
withdraw  their  commands  in  good  order,  and 
fight  the  enemy  as  they  retir^.  At  half-past 
ten  ▲.  M.,  I  withdrew  my  command  from  the 
field. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  report  the  heavy 
losses  in  brave  officers  and  men  that  my  brigade 
sustained  on  that  bloody  field.  The  following 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Ninth  regiment  feU 
killed  on  the  field :  Major  Sandford,  Captain 
Launius,  Lieutenant  Spencer.  The  following 
were  wounded  :  Colonel  White,  Adjutant 
Thomas,  Lieutenants  Kelly,  Essleman,  and  Kerr. 

In  Pindall's  battalion  were  wounded:  dap* 
tains  Cake  and  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong. 

In  the  Eighth  regiment  were  killed :  Lieuten- 
ants Foster  and  Farley.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Murray ;  Captains  M'Rill,  Bradley  and 
Johnson;  Lieutenants  Pierce,  McBride,  Gfibson, 
Dudley,  Good,  Stevens,  and  Weatherford. 

In  the  Seventh  regiment  were  killed:  Cap- 
tains Cocke  and  Perrv.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ciimmings;  Adjutant  Waisburg,  Captain 
Oillett,  Stemmons,,  and  McGee;  Lieutenants 
Austin,  Anderson,  Weims,  Wight,  Strong,  Wall. 
Finley,  West,  GK>nce,  and  Bronaugh.  Uolonel 
Lewis  captured. 

In  the  Tenth  regiment  were  wounded :  Lieu- 
tenants Wright,  Baker,  and  Hanley. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  losses  in 
each  regiment,  battalion,  and  the  artillery  de- 
tachment : 

« 

Seventh  regiment.  .Killed. 17 

Wounded 126 

Missing 54-197 

Eighth  regiment...  i Killed 14 

Wounded 82 

Missing 67—163 

Ninth  regiment.... Killed 7 

Wounded 63—  60 

Tenth  regiment Killed 11     * 

Wounded 41 

Missing 237—289 

PindaU's  sharps'trs  ..Killed 9 

Wounded 26 

Missing 8—43 

ArtiUery  detach't .  .KiUed 1 

Wounded 8 

Missing 3—12 

Total  loss 764 

RBCAPITULATIOX. 

KiUed 59 

Wounded 336 

Missing 469— :764 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  every  regiment,  bat- 
talion and  squad  of  my  brigaoe  was  actively 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  each  sustain- 
ed its  proportionate  of  the  heavy  losses  above 
reported--Oaptain  Tilden's  battery  not  having 
been  taken  into  actipn,  it  being  impracticable  to 
do  so  on  account  of  obstructions  in  the  line  of 
march. 

While  the  country  will  long  mourn  the  loss 
of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  fell  as  mar- 
tyrs to  our  cause,  the  historians  of  this  revolu- 
tion will  record  them  as  "  the  bravest  of  the 
brave."  For  their  gallant  comrades  who  h'e 
now  disabled  from  their  wounds,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  brigade  feel  the  deepest  solici- 
tude, and  cherish  the  hope  that  they  wiU  soon 
recover  and  return  to  their  commands,  to  give 
the  country  more  examples  of  unprecedented 
coolness  and  daring. 

To  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  officer 
or  soldier  as  having  distinguished  himself  for 
eallantry  above  his  fellows,  would  be  to  do  in- 
justice ;  for  the  brigade,  as  a  whole,  has  fully  sus- 
tained its  well-earned  reputation,  and  given  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  the  disinterested  devo- 
tion of  Missourians  to  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try— showing,  as  heretofore,  that  they  are 
always  among  the  first  in  the  breach,  and  the 
last  to  leave  it  I  am  indebted  to  my  Aids, 
Captain  Edwards  and  Lieutenant  Chesnut  for 
the  prompt  and  untiring  energy  with  which 
they  assisted  me  in  the  engagement  Major 
Monroe,  my  brigade  Quartermaster,  and  Major 
Ruthven,  my  brigade  Commissary,  deserve 
CTeat  praise  for  the  activity  with  which  they 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective  de* 
partments.    Chief  Surgeon  Bear,  witn  the  rogi- 
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mental  surgeons  and  their  assistants,  were  on 
the  field,  and,  by  their  prompt  professional  at- 
tention to  the  wounded,  saved  many  valuable 
lives,  f  A  report  in  detail  of  the  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  will  be  forwarded  at  an  early  day 
to  the  proper  department 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  M.  Pabsons, 
Brigadier-Genera],  commanding. 
Official: 

Thomas  L.  Snsad, 

MfOor  and  A.  A.  6. 

BEPORT  OF  GENERAL  lIoRAS. 
Hbadqdiribu  MoRai'8  Bbkudb,  Joly  14,  1808. 

Mmor  Thomas  L,  Snead,  Assistani  Adjutant^ 

General  J  Price's  Division: 

Major  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  assault  upon  the 
town  of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant: 

On  the  third  orders  were  issued  from  district 
headquarters  for  General  Parsons'  and  my  bri- 
gEkde  to  assault  and  take  the  fort  upon 
Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight  upon  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth.  By  agreement,  Grcneral  Par- 
sons' brigade  was  to  move  in  front  until  he  got 
into  position,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  rush  past 
the  fortification,  by  way  of  the  ravine  south 
of  the  Graveyard  UiU,  and  then  charge  the  fort 
in  reverse.  As  soon  as  €(eneral  Parsons  was  in 
position,  my  brigade  was  to  move  to  the  left 
and  charge  the  works  in  front,  simultaneously 
with  the  assault  to  be  made  bv  (General  Parsons. 
The  evening  before  the  assault  General  Parsons 
and  myself  nad  been  furnished  with  five  guides. 
We  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night  Three  of  these  guides  went  with 
GenenJ  Parsons.  I  also  sent  to  his  front  one 
company  of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of 
Gaptun  Biscoe,  of  Hart's  regiment — Captain  Bis- 
coe  being  familiar  with  the  country.  Before 
daylight  our  column  was  halted,  to  wait  until 
the  other  attacking  columns  were  in  position. 
After  forming  into  columns  of  divisions,  we 
again  moved  on.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  fire 
opened,  Greneral  Parsons  sent  back -for  another 

fnide,  those  sent  with  him  having  deserted  him. 
sent  one,  and  the  one  who  remained  with  me 
shortly  after  left  At  this  time  we  were  upon 
the  ridges,  tiiree  in  number,  each  having  a  fort 
upon  it  and  firing,  and  in  appearance  were  ex- 
actly alike.  Here  I  halted  for  a  short  time,  in 
doubt  as  to  the  route.  Finding  the  correct 
route,  we  pushed  on  upon  the  crest  of  the  hiU 
to  where  tne  timber  was  cleared  away  in  front 
of  the  rifle-pits,  and  tiien  crossed  to  the  north 
side  of  the  ridge,  and  moved  up  to  a  position 
that  I  thought  near  enough  to  make  a  charge ; 
but  between  my  position  and  the  work  that  was 
to  be  carried,  fliere  was  a  deep  ravine,  just  in 
front  of  the  fort.  As  soon  as  tne  command  was 
massed  into  position,  a  general  rush  was  made 
into  the  fort,  and  the  works  were  carried.  This 
assault  was  made  from  the  north.  The  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  works  and  pursued  into 


the  verge  of  the  town.  About  tiiis  time  General 
Parsons^  brigade  entered  into  the  fort,  he  bar- 
ing charged  about  the  same  time  as  my  brigade, 
thus  rendering  the  capture  of  the  position  ob- 
tain ;  for,  had  our  assault  failed,  he  would  have 
been  so  close  that  we  could  not  have  fiuled. 
Here  I  would  state  that,  while  moving  along  the 
north  side  of  Graveyard  HiH,  my  command  was 
exposed  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  fort  and  rifle- 
pite  in  front,  but  also  to  ^  fort  north  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  which  fort  was  not  attacked,  and  to 
whose  fire  my  command  was  exposed.  While 
moving  alonff,  I  discovered  a  battery  of  field- 
pieces  were  being  moved  to  the  rear,  so  as  to 
completely  enfilade  my  command,  and  being  in 

Foint  blank  range  for  canister.  Before  marcnioe 
had  armed  Captain  Marshall's  company  of  arti^ 
lery  with  muskets,  and  moved  it  along  m  rear  of 
my  column,  so  that  in  the  event  we  cl^>t1Ired 
the  fort,  I  would  be  prepared  to  work  the  guns. 
I  now  was  compelled  to  use  this  company  aB 
sharpshooters,  and  deployed  them,  ordering 
them  to  approach  as  dose  as  possible  to  tiie 
battery  and  prevent  it  getting  into  positioD, 
which  they  accomplished  in  a  very  gallant  mis* 
ner.  As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  at 
once  returned  to  where  I  had  deployed  Mar- 
shall's company,  and  ordered  Captain  MarahaD 
to  call  his  men  and  take  charge  of  the  gui»  and 
work  them.  While  giving  these  orders  Lieo- 
tenant-General  Holmes  rode  up  and  ordered  me 
at  once  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan,  who 
was  attacking  the  fort  upon  the  south  of  Gnve- 
yard  HilL  I  at  once  went  to  the  fort  and  ordered 
my  officers  to  assemble  their  men ;  but,  before 
they  were  able  to  do  so,  Greneral  Holmes  again,  in 
a  peremptory  manner,  ordered  me  to  the  assiit- 
ance  of  General  Fagan.  I  had  not  more  than 
two  hundred  men  with  me.  With  them  I 
charged  down  the  hill,  aimine  -to  assault  the 
north  front  of  the  fort,  but  ^w^en  I  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so 
withering  that,  with  the  force  I  had,  it  was  mad- 
ness to  attempt  to  scale  the  hill,  the  hollow  be- 
ing raked  by  artillery  situated  opposite  iti 
mouth,  and  completely  enfiladed  with  rifleyiti, 
in  point  blank  range.  I  therefore  deployed  mj 
men,  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  nfle^its 
and  works,  which  were  being  attacked  by  UtOr 
oral  Fa^an,  aiming  to  make  as  great  a  diversion 
as  possible. 

1  remained  here  until  I  was  informed  that  the 
enemy  had  retaken  the  works  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  when  I  sent  Captain  Cobbs,  of  Hart*8  regi- 
ment, with  his  company,  to  General  Fagan,  and 
to  inform  him  that  I  was  unable  to  attack  the 
works  in  front,  being  now  exposed  to  fire  in 
rear,  as  well  as  flank.  I  crossed  over  the  nar- 
row ridge  in  front  of  the  fort  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Fagan,  and  the  fire  was  so  great  and  severe 
that  the  men  were  compelled  to  cross  this  ndge 
singly.  When  I  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  I 
discovered  Greneral  Pagan's  men  in  a  nfie-nit  in 
front  of  the  main  works,  and  they  seemed  *too 
few,  even  reinforced  with  what  men  I  had,  to 
accomplish  anything,  and  within  a  short  time  I 
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saw  them  rush  out  of  the  rifle^its  into  a  deep 
eorge  immediately  in  their  rear.  Discovering 
ue  enemy  moving  around  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
i^d,  fearing  that  I  wonld  be  surrounded,  I  re- 
treated into  the  ravine  between  the  two  forts 
attacked,  and  re-organized  what  command  I  had 
with  me,  and  then  moved  to  the  rear^  forciDg 
every  straggler  that  I  found  to  fall  mto  the 
nnks.  The  first  field  officer  that  I  met  was 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  at  some  huts  where  some 
of  General  Pagan's  wounded  were,  and  in  a 
short  time  General  Fagan  came  up.  After  mov- 
ing a  short  distance  from  here  I  met  General 
Holmes. 

I  must  here  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  information  concerning  the  localities, 
strength  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  was  very  erroneous. 
The  ground  over  which  we  moved  was  almost 
entirely  impassable ;  the  crest  of  the  hill  so 
narrow  that  it  would  have  been  murder  to  have 
attempted  to  have  assaulted  along  it ;  the  sides 
of  the  hill  full  of  gullies,  with  almost  perpen- 
dicular sides,  and  that  covered  wiih.  fallen  tim- 
ber, so  placed  as  most  to  impede  an  approach  ; 
the  day  one  of  the  hottest;  our  column  not 
only  exposed  to  a  storm  of  shell,  but  for  a  long 
way  (say  six  hundred  vards)  to  a  fire  of  canis- 
ter and  grape,  front  and  flank,  as  well  as  from 
sharp-shooters  from  rifle-pits,  which  were  placed 
by  the  enemy-  to  protect  every  possible  ap- 
proach. 

Under  all  this,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my 
little  brigade  of  less  than  three  regiments,  and 
these  small,  moved  steadily,  v^thout  faltering, 
upon  the  foe,  protected  by  fortifications  and 
artillery ;  and  me  hill  up  which  the  final  rush 
was  made,  was  so  steep  and  slippery  that  it  was 
alihost  impracticable.  For  all  that,  with  a  wild 
shout  they  rushed  up  it,  drove  the  concealed 
enemy  from  his  position,  and  seized  his  works. 

I  am  happy  and  proud  to  state  that  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  my  brigade  did  their  whole 
duty,  Bxid  when  all  did  so  well  a  distinction  is 
difficult  As  for  my  field  officers — that  they  did 
their  duty,  it  needs  but  to  state  that,  of  nine 
who  went  into  the  battle,  six  were  wounded, 
two  mortally. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Colonel  Hart,  who  led  his  men  to  the  assault, 
aild,  when  in  the  fort,  seized  one  of  the  enemy's 
guns  and  fired  it  against  them. 

Here  also  fell  mortally  wounded  Lieutenant 
W.  F.  Rector,  Adjutant  of  Hart's  reg^ent, 
whose  gallantrv  and  undaunted  bravery  sig- 
nally distinguidfied  him  in  the  assault. 

Major  Davie,  gallantly  leading  his  men,  fell 
shot  through  the  thigh  in  front  of  the  fort 

Captain  Kobinson,  acting  Major,  fell  mortally 
wounded  in  front  of  his  men. 

There  also  fell  mortally  wounded  the  brave, 
the  zealous  Major  Martin,  of  Hart's  regiment,  as 
also  Major  Stephenson,  of  Causes  regiment 
There  ateo  fell  Captain  Garland,  of  Glenirs  regi- 
ment; Lieutenant  Eppes,  of  Cfause's  regiment, 
than  whom  a  better  man  or  braver  soldier  has 
not  offered  up  his  life  during  the  war. 


Colonels  Glenn  and  Ganse  and  Lieutenant^Col- 
onels  Rogan  and  Hicks  deserve  special  mention 
for  the  cool  and  daring  manner  m  which  they 
led  their  men. 

Lieutenant  Crabtree,  of  Green's  regiment,  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity. 

Sergeant  Champ,  Company  A.  of  Hart's  regi- 
ment, deserves  the  greatest  creoit  for  gallantry, 
rushing  in  advance  of  his   regiment  in  the 


Color-Sergeant  Garland,  of  Glenn's  regiment, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  He  advanced 
his  regimental  colors  to  the  front,  and  main- 
tained his  position  through  the  assault,  his 
colors  bein^  torn  into  ribbons. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  efficient  aid 
rendered  me  during  the  action,  especially  to 
lieutenant  John  McKoy,  my  A.  A.  I.  G. 

In  condusion,  I  will  state  that  I  left  the  field 
without  orders.  Having  been  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Holmes  to  the  part  of  the  field  upon  which 
General  Fagan's  brigade  foueht,!  was  unable  to 
communicate  with*  Major-General  Price,  but 
when  he  left  all  effort  upon  our  part  had  ceased. 
My  loss  is  as  follows :  Killed,  forty-six ;  wound- 
ed, one  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  missing,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  total,  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven.  For  further  particulars  refer- 
ence is  made  to  list,  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 

D.  McRab, 
Brigadier-OeneraL 
Official: 

Thomas  L.  Snsad, 

MiOor  and  A.  A.  O. 


BEPORT  OF  GENERAL  FAOAN. 

Hkadqitarrbs  8iooin>  Bbioadi,  &g., 

CiXr  AX  SSABOT,  ABXAXSiS, 

July  21, 1863. 


Mqjor  W,  B.  Blair,  A.  A.  A,  Qmercd,  Head- 
ouarters  District  of  Arkansas,  <ftc. ; 
Major  \  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows 
in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
attack  on  Helena,  upon  the  foiurm  instant: 

On  the  eveninz  of  the  third  instant,  at  dark, 
I  ordered  Colonel  Brooks,  with  his  regiment,  one 
section  of  Etter's  battery  of  light  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  John  C.  Amett,  and  three 
companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Densen,  to  move  to  tiie  front  in  support  of  the 
cavalry,  then  within  three  miles  of  the  town  oi 
Helena.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with 
the  three  remaining  regiments,  commanded  re- 
spectivelv  by  Colonels  King,  Hawthorne  and 
Bell,  and  Blocker's  battery  of  lieht  artillery, 
commanded  by  Ckiptain  W.  D.  Blocker,  I  movea 
forward  on  the  road  towards  Helena.  On  join- 
ing Colonel  Brooks,  where  the  old  hill  road 
leaves  the  Little  Rock  road,  I  ordered  him  to 
advance  at  once  with  his  command,  on  the  latter 
road,  to  attract  and  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  south  of  the  town,  and  hold  his  forces  in 
the  rifle-pita  on  tiie  river.  At  the  same  time,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Hawthorne,  whoso  regiment 
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was  in  advance,  to  lead  the  brigade  forward  on 
the  hill  road.  This  was  promptly  complied 
with,  and  the  brigade  moved 'on  without  inter- 
ruption, until  within  one  mile  of  the  outer  works 
of  the  enemy.  At  this  point,  the  road  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  felled  timber,  the  largest  forest 
growm  intermingling  and  overlapping  its  whole 
length,  whilst  on  either  side  precipitous  and  im- 
passable ravines  were  found  running  up  even  to 
the  ver^  intrenchments  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  move  my  artillery  or  am- 
munition train  alon^  this  road;  the  obstacles 
were  so  ereat,  indeed,  that  I  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  every  officer  of  my  command 
to  dismount,  and  proceed  on  foot— a  dire  neces- 
sity, which  subsequent  events  gave  occasion 
seriously  to  deplore.  After  crawling  through 
the  interstices  of  the  closely  jutting  mnbs  and 
boughs,  and  climbing  over  the  Sickly  matted 
timber,  for  one  mile,  my  line  of  skirmishers,  who 
had  been  ordered  by  me  not  to  fire,  came  within 
sight  of  the  enemy.  I  we^it  to  the  front,  and 
could  plainly  see  that  the  enemy  was  on  the 
alert,  and  evidently  expecting  ana  awaiting  an 
attack.  The  order  of  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  was  to  assault  the  fortifications 
with  the  several  attacking  columns,  precisely  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  Wot 
havine  been  apprised  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
road,  I  made  no  arrangements  to  remove  them. 
The  limited  time  to  dayUght  would  not  allow  of 
an  aUempt  even  to  take  my  artillery  sJong.  It 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  the  road,  where  the 
obstructions  were  first  met  with.  To  conform 
to  orders,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  move  with 
the  utmost  celerity.  Freeing  myself  of  every- 
thing except  my  column  of  infantry,  I  pushed 
forward  with  all  the  haste  in  my  power. 

At  daylight  I  reached  and  attacked  ^e  enemy 
in  his  works.  Colonel  Hawthorne  beine  in  ad- 
vance, was  hurried  rapidly  into  line  on  me  right 
of  the  road,  which  led  directly  up  to  the  fort  on 
Hindman*s  Hill.  He  at  once  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  occupied  tiieir  extreme  or  outer  line  of 
rifle-pits.  Bell's  regiment  emerged  next  frt>m 
the  confused  mass  of  felled  timber,  and  coming 
up  was  also  double-quicked  into  line  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  engaging  as  they  came  into  position 
the  intrenched  forces  of  the  enemy,  over  against 
them.  King's  regiment  brought  up  tiie  rear. 
He  rapidly  threw  his  men  into  position,  and  was 
ordered  by  me  immediately  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne.  My  entire  force  was  now 
engaged.  The  assault  upon  the  rifle-pits  was 
made  from  both  the  right  and  left  of  m^  road. 
Never  did  men  behave  with  greater  steadiness 
and  gallantry  than  did  the  troops  of  those  three 
regiments.     Over  the  heavv  timber,  the  deep 

gorges,  and  the  precipitous  banks,  they  movea. 
iver  opposite  to  them  ran  the  long  line  of  forti- 
fications, towards  which  thev  moved  with  eager, 
anxious  steps.  Cowering  behind  their  strong 
works,  the  enemy  beheld  their  advance  with 
consternation.  Still  on  they  moved,  unhesitat- 
ingly, amid  the  "  leaden  rain  and  iron  haiL"  The 
gorge  is  passed,  the  ascent  of  the  steep  acclivity 


is  nearly  gained,  the  red  line  of  rifle^its  looms 
up  clearly  amid  the  uncertain  lieht  and  haze  of 
dawn.     With  a  shout  of  triumph  they  rush  to- 
wards it,  and  the  enemy  are  driven  pell-mell 
from  one  row  of  the  rifle-pits  to  another.    Up  to 
this  time  there  had  been  no  attack  at  any  omer 
point    Daybreak  had  come  and  gone,  and  still 
the  guns  oi  my  brigade  and  those  of  the  enemj 
were  the  only  ones  that  interrupted  the  stifiDeiS 
of  tiie  morning.    Owing  to  this  my  brigade  wis 
exposed  to  a  constant  and  gallingenfilading  fire 
from  the  works  on  Graveyard  HilL    This  ex- 
posure, combined  with  the  dose  and  constant 
nre  in  our  front,  was  most  tr3rine  to  the  mes. 
Their  numbers  were  being  rapialy  decimated, 
not  only  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  by  ex- 
treme exhiaustion,  occasioned  by  their  scaling 
the  steepest  of  hiUs,  made  almost  impassable  l^ 
quantities  of  timber  cut  down,  which  was  of 
itself  an  almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  our 
advance.    We  reached  and  took  possession  of 
the  fourth  tier  of  rifle-pits.    Now  it  was  tliat 
the  column  commanded  by  Maior-General  Price 
(Parsons-  and  McRae's  brigadesj,  charged  the 
works  on  Gravevard  HID,  gallantly  driving  ^ 
enemy  before  them,  and  taking  possession  of 
their  fortifications  and  artillery.  There  remained 
yet  one  row  of  intrenchments  between  my  bri- 
gade and  the  fort  on  Hindman's  HilL   I  ordered 
a  chaise.  My  men,  though  throughly  exhaosted 
and  worn,  answered  with  a  shout,  and  spraa^ 
forward  most  gallantly.    This  being  the  inner 
and  last  line  of  works  between  us  and  the  ene- 
my, of  course  was  defended  wi&  great  stub- 
bornness.   It  was  of  no  avaiL    My  men  spruig 
forward  bravely  and  defiantly,  and,  after  a  severd 
contest,  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  enemj, 
who  fled,  crowding  back  into  the  frowning  fort, 
and  under  cover  of  its  heavy  guns.    "Die  fort 
yet  remains  to  be  taken.    Of  all  the  many  obdi^ 
cles  and  threatening  fortifications  that  opposed 
our  advance  that  mom,  there  only  remained  tiie 
fort    All  other  obstacles,  natural  and  artificial, 
had  been  overcome — ^rugged  and  almost  impass- 
able  ravines — ^the  steepest  and  most  broken  faifl- 
sides,  abatis,  and  line  after  line  of  breastworks, 
had  been  passed  and  left  behind.     Before  v 
there  only  remained  the  fort,  and  the  plain  (m 
which  it  was  built     Notwithstanding  the  ij- 
duced  condition  of  my  command  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  those  yet  remaining,  I  ordered  a 
charge  upon  the  fort    Mv  Colonels,  King,  Haw- 
thorne, and  Bell,  did  aU  in  their  power  to 
encouiuge  the  men  to  the  attack.    The  effort 
was  made,  but  the  prostrate  condition  of  m/ 
command  prevented  success,  and  after  losing  in 
the  attempt  several  gallant  officers  and  many 
brave  men,  I  formed  again  in  rear  of  the  inner 
line  of  rifle-pits,  whilst  the  guns  of  the  fort  con- 
tinued to  pour  forth  a  furious  fire. 

It  was  now  verging  on  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
day.  More  than  uiree  hours  before,  the  guns  on 
Graveyard  Hill  had  been  taken  by  our  friettfa, 
and  there  seemed  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  theff 
victorious  march.  Eagerly  did  we  Iook  to  see 
their  column  coming  to  our  aid,  and  at  first  with 
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tiie  most  nndonbtiiig  hope  and  confidence,  bnt 
less  confidently  as  hoar  after  hour  wore  on.  and 
still  ihej  maae  not  their  appearance.  Time 
wore  on,  the  pleasant  morning  deepened  into 
the  snltriest  and  hottest  of  da3r8.  The  thinned 
ranks  of  my  regim(ents  became  thinner  and  thin- 
ner each  moment  The  gmis  of  the  enemy  (not 
more  than  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  nfty 
yards  distant)  were  telling  sadly  against  us, 
whilst  the  heat,  the  want  of  water,  and  the  toil, 
were  no  mean  auxiliaries.  8til],  the  brave  men 
left  stood  manfully  up  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  At  this  time,  written  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant-Greneral  Holmes,  direct- 
ing that  I  withdraw  my  troops  from  Uie  field, 
and  fall  back  to  Allan  Folk's  fsiz  miles  in  the 
rear).  We  retired  from  the  field,  and  fell  back 
slowly  to  that  point  It  was  in  the  last  assault 
upon  the  fort  that  M%jor  Cocke,  of  Hawihorne*s 
regiment,  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  shoul- 
der. I  would  make  especial  mention*  of  this 
brave  and  accomplished  officer— his  daring  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  engagement 

Here,  also,  the  much  beloved  (Siptain  Walton 
Watkins,  whilst  most  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany over  the  enemy*s  works,  fell.  It  has  never 
been  my  lot  to  witness  more  gallantry  and  more 
determmed  courage  than  displayed  by  rfds 
young  officer  on  that  day.  We  mourn  the  loss 
of  other  brave  and  true  officers  who  fell  during 
the  engagement 

Of  me  conduct  of  my  Colonels,  <oo  much 
praise  cannot  be  said.  Brooks,  King,  Hawthorne, 
and  Bell,  each  and  every  one,  (fid  his  whole 
duty.  Brooks'  command  being  on  the  lower 
road,  was  not  immediately  under  my  eye,  but  of 
the  part  taken  by  him  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  his  report  He  succeedea  entirely  in  carry- 
ing; out  the  orders  he  received  to  the  letter. 
His  report  will  show  the  number  of  prisoners 
captured  by  him,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty taken  and  brought  from  the  field,  or 
destroyed. 

l*he  position  assigned  to  Colonel  King  threw 
him  perhaps  on  that  ground  most  difficult  of 
an  to  get  over.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  deter- 
mined character  of  Ihis  brave  young  Colonel, 
his  regiment,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been  ad- 
v^ced  over  all  the  difficulties  he  met  with. 

Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant  Bourne,  of  same 
regiment  (King's),  deserve  much  praise  for  the 
assistance  they  rendered  Colonel  King. 

Colonel  Hawthorne  was  constantly  at  the 
front,  cheering  his  men  on  from  one  success  to 
another.  When  orders  came  from  Lieutenant- 
Qeneral  Holmes  to  abandon  the  field,  Colonel 
Hawthorne  remained  with  a  small  number  of 
his  men,  engaging  the  enemy,  until  the  last  of 
the  army  had  left  the  field,  and  retired  beyond 
the  high  hills  which  lay  between  them  and 
danger. 

Cobnel  Bell  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
same  regiment,  with  a  large  number  of  his  offi- 
cers and  over  one  hund^  of  his  men,  were 
captured  by  the  enemy,  in  an  attempt  to  enter 


the  fort  from  the  south  side.  The  loss  of  Col- 
onel Bell  is  a  serious  one  to  us.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished 
gallantry  and  daring. 

Major  BlackwelT  (Bell's  regiment)  was  in- 
trusted by  me  with  an  in4>ortant  part  on  the 
field,  and  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  lor  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  he  performed  it 

Major  B.  T.  Duval,  Quartermaster  on  my  staff, 
is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  his  constant  atten- 
tion to  every  dut^  on  the  march  from  lattle 
Rock.  He  was  with  me  on  the  field,  and,  by  his 
ooohiess  and  good  Judgment,  was  enabled  to 
render  me  important  assistance  up  to  the  time 
of  the  withdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  field. 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  brigade,  was,  as  usual,  at  his 
post  The  conduct  of  this  youiup  officer  has 
often  before  won  for  him  **  honorable  mention." 
On  this  field,  he  was  constantly  with,  and  cheer- 
ing the  troops  forward.  His  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry justify  .especial  mention. 

My  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  Albert  Belding,  al- 
ways eager  to  discharge  every  duty,  was  sent 
by  me  at  daylight,  with  important  orders  to  Col* 
onel  Brooks,  some  distance  from  me  on  my 
right  I  was  consequently  deprived  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  his  quickness  and  daring  so  well 
qualify  him  to  render  on  the  field. 

Captain  John  B.  Howell,  my  Ordnance  Officer, 
was  ordered  to  remain  constantly  with  his  am- 
munition train,  which,  as  above  stated,  had  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  This  deprived  me  of  the  im- 
mediate services  of  this  gallant  officer. 

The  officers  of  my  staff.  Major  B.  F.  Fall,  bri- 
gade Commissary ;  Mr.  James  H.  Tucker  volun- 
teer Aid-de-Camp,  and  Mr.' J.  W.  Paul,  acting  In- 
spector-General, are  all  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  en- 
gi^ement 

The  aggregate  force  engaged  against  Fort 
Hindman  ana  the  defences  in  front  of  it,  was 
thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

I  have,  Major,  the  honor  to  be, 
With  much  respect. 

Your  obeaient  servant, 
J.  F.  Faoan, 

Brlgadier-OenenL 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KINO. 

HBADQCABXIBt  KDO'8  RlOnfBCT  ARXAXBAS  IVFAirTST,  ) 

Caxt  at  Skarot,  Jolj  22,  1863.     / 

Cajotcdn  WyaU  0,  Thomas: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
late  battle  fought  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  in- 
stant: 

On  the  night  of  the  third  instant  I  took  up 
the  line  of  march  at  eleven  o'clock,  taking  the 
road  leading  to  Helena ;  and  when  within  about 
ten  miles  of  that  pl&ce,  I,  with  Colonels  Haw- 
thorne and  Bell,  led  by  General  Fagan,  took  the 
road  leading  into  town  by  the  way  of  Hindman 
HilL  When  arriving  within  about  three  qnar^ 
ters  of  a  mile  of  the  nilL  we  found  the  road  so 
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blockaded  bj  fallen  timber  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  anything  bnt  infantry  to  pass,  and  it  was 
with  great  dimcnlty  that  the  men  conld  get 
througn  it  at  alL  By  the  time  I  got  my  regi- 
ment to  the  open  ram,  skirmishing  commenced 
by  Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  was  moving  in 
front  I  immediately  moved  my  regiment  up  at 
a  double-amck,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action 
about  daylight  I  was  immediately  ordered  by 
General  Pagan  to  take  position  on  the  rijght  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  had  formed  Ime  of 
battle,  and  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
tiie  rifle^its,  whidi  were  immediately  in  front 
of  us.  1  moved  my  regiment  as  ordered,  taking 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  overlooking  the 
town,  where  I  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from 
the  enemy's  rifle-pits  or  breastworks,  which 
were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  front 
of  us.  By  the  time  I  got  my  men  well  up  and 
in  line,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Fagan 
to  charge  the  works  in  front  of  m^^,  which  I  (ud ; 
but,  as  you  yourself  know,  the  ground  was  so 
very  roogh  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  rap- 
idly. After  scrambling  over  and  under  the 
fallen  timber,  across  a  ravine,  that  I  would  at 
any  other  time,  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, have  considered  impossible  to  make  my 
way  through,  and  at  last  up  the  side  of  a  hiU 
that  was  so  steep  that  the  men  had  to  pull  them- 
selves up  by  the  bushes,  we  reachea  the  first 
line  of  breastworks,  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
Here  we  were  met  with  a  terrific  fire,  not  only 
from  the  inner  line  of  works  and  an  enfilading 
fire  from  our  left,  but  from  the  fort  on  the  hifl 
in  front  of  us,  near  Hindman's  house,  which 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  us, 
and  also  from  the  battery  on  what  is  known  as 
Graveyard  HilL 

In  this  position  we  k^pt  up  a  heavy  fire,  mov- 
ing forward  from  one  line  of  works  to  another, 
until  we  reached  the  inner  line  of  the  enemy, 
taking  refuge  in  their  forts.  I  then  received  an 
order  from  General  Fagan  to  send  a  small  force 
round  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  see  tbat 
the  enemy  did  not  flank  us ;  also,  to  move  my 
regiment  to  the  left,  where  I  found  Colonel 
Hawthorne,  with  his  regiment  and  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Bell's,  behind  me  ktst  line  of  works, 
which  was  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
first  line.  Here  it  was  we  found  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  our  men  to  go  further.  Many  of 
them  had  been  left  so  exhausted  that  they  could 
not  go  on. 

While  in  this  situation,  (General  Fagan  order- 
ed me  to  take  the  fort,  but  the  men  were  so  ex- 
hausted that  most  of  them  were  unfit  for  further 
service. 

We  renudned  behind  the  breastworks,  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  fire  at  the  fort,  until  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  at  which  time  we  were  ordered  off 
the  field. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  most  of  my 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  fight,  particu- 
larly of  the  gallant  Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant 
Bourne,  who  were  in  every  charge,  and  cheering 
the  men  on  at  all  times. 


My  loss  was  as  follows :  twelve  killed,  fortf- 
six  wounded,  and  twenty  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Kino, 
Colonel,  eommaDdlag  RffglmwH 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROOKSL 

HsAOQiTAm&s  Bbookb*  RaooocsT,        ) 
Gamp  vbar  Conosr  Plast,  Jaly  10, IBAj 

Cqpknn  WyaU  C,  Thomas,  AssisUxrU  Adfjtdaaa- 

thnercd  Second  Brigade  : 

Captaix  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  part  taken  bpr  my  command  intbe 
engagement  of  the  fourth  mstant  at  Helena: 

At  dusk  on  the  third,  in  compliance  with  id- 
structionsfrom  Brigadier-Genersd  Fagan,  I  moved 
forward  with  my  regiment  and  one  section  of 
Etter's  .li^ht  artillery.  Lieutenant  J.  C  Amett 
commandmg,  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry,  tbeo 
within  three  miles  of  uie  enemy. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  tiie  morning 
of  the  fourth,  I  received  orders  from  Brigadier- 
General  Fagan,  to  advance  on  tl)e  Little  Rod 
road  with  my  regiment.  Captains  Benson's,  W^ 

ler's  and companies  of  cavalry,  and  the 

section  of  artillery ;  make  a  feint  on  the  south 
of  Helena ;  aftract  the  attention  of  the  enemjin 
that  direction,  hold  the  force  in  the  nfie^^ito 
south  of  the  town,  and  operate  otherwise  as  I 
could. 

Before  reaching  Beech  Grove,  I  withdrew  the 
cavalry  advance,  and  deploying  8kurmisherB,iDft 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavaJrv  pickets  at  day- 
break. A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  m  which  three 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  six  captured.  The 
company  of  cavalry  in  position  on  the  right  of 
the  line  of  skirmii^ers  received  a  fire  which 
killed  three  horses.  Moving  forward  to  the  ne- 
gro quarters,  I  found  them  abandoned,  tiie  oocn- 
pants  having  fled  to  the  town  at  the  first  ahm. 
Eight  negroes  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
Shortiy  afterwards  I  reached  the  hiU  at  the 
Clements  House,  and  placed  my  command  in 
position,  advanced  skinnishers  well  to  the  front 
and  right,  extending  nearly  to  the  river.  Tlie 
enemy  soon  opened  with  a  rifled  battery  from 
the  left  of  the  rifle-pits  next  to  the  levee,  hot 
without  doing  any  injury.  Lnmediately  the 
^nboat  commeuc^  firing,  one  shdl  exploded 
in  Captain  Denson's  company,  wounding  diree 
men,  and  killing  three  horses.  Captain  Blocker 
reported  to  me  with  his  battery,  but  a  position 
for  it  could  not  be  obtained.  I  moved  Etter% 
section  to  the  hill,  and  upon  guning  the  smn- 
mit  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  but  one 
niece.  This  opened  briskly,  drawing  a  terrific 
fire  from  the  battery  and  gunboat,  az3  after  ex- 
pending thirteen  rounds  Laeutenant  Amett  wm 
compelled  to  withdraw.  About  eleven  o'dock, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  B.  T.  Delony  upon  the  hiD 
with  the  gfun.  The  range  of  tiie  enemy's  gona 
was  so  accurate,  and  the  fire  so  furious,  that  be 
retired  after  firing  eight  rounds.  The  force  in 
front  and  on  the  right  was  fully  three  times  as 
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large  as  mine.  An  advance  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  the  rifle-pits  wonld  have  sabjected  my  small 
command  to  the  heavy  gnfis  of  Fort  Curtis,  a 
%ht  battery  in  the  rear  of  Ihe  works,  an  en- 
filading fire  from  the  rifled  battery,  and  an  attack 
in  flank  and  rear  from  the  levee.  Under  these 
drcnmstances,  I  deemed  it  best  to  hold  that 
force  of  the  enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  him 
from  reinforcing  his  most  important  points  of 
defence,  and  bv  the  use  of  a  siz-ponnder'  |not 
being  able  to  bring  more  than  one  piece  mto 
position)  divert  as  mnch  as  possible,  the  fire  of 
the  battery  and  eonboat  from  the  attacking 
oolnmns.    In  this  I  was  entirely  snccessfol. 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  I  received  orders  from 
BrigadierOeneral  Fagan  to  retire,  and,  snbse- 

Siently,  instructions  from  Lieutenant-JGhsneral 
olmes  to  halt  at  a  desig^ted  position,  as  the 
rear  guard  of  the  army.  By  my  direction.  Cap- 
tain Denson's  company  apphed  the  torch  to  the 
negro  quarters,  which  were  consumed,  together 
with  five  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  fifteen  hun- 
dred bushels  of  com,  and  a  quantity  of  commis- 
sa^  stores  and  clothing. 

During  the  entire  morning  the  demonstrations 
of  the  enemy  behind  the  levee  were  of  a  threat- 
ening character.  Captain  Denson.  qonmianding 
cava^y  detachment,  rendered  efficient  service 
in  counteracting  his  movements  and  protecting 

my  right  flank.    ,  of  his  company, 

distinguished  himself  in  the  capture  of  three 
prisoners. 

I  brought  off  nine  prisoners,  eight  negroes, 
five  mules,  one  horse  and  eanipments,  one  am- 
bulance and  team,  and  a  small  lot  of  clothing  and 
canteens. 

Companies  B  and  E  (skirmishers),  commanded 
respectively  by  Captains  F.  R.  Earle  and  Arkan- 
sas Wilson,  deserve  especial  mention  for  the 
steadiness  with  which  they  advanced,  drove  the 
enemy  before'  them,  and  maintained  their  posi- 
tions under  a  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gunter  and  Major  Petti- 
grew  were  constantly  at  their  posts  in  the  dis- 
^  diarge  of  their  duties. 

The  only  casualty  in  my  regiment  was  private 
A.  C.  Peck,  Company  B,  severely  wounded  in 
the  chest 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,        '    • 
W.  H.  Broom, 

CXrloKiel,  oomnumding. 

BSFORT  OP  COLONEL  BEU/S  BEGDIENT. 

Oamt  Batou  DiVteir,  Jalf  ]0,1868L 

CojpUtin  Thomas: 

VAFTAm :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  reg^ent  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fomrth  instant  at  Helena.  We 
moved  for  half  a  mile  at  double-quick,  passing 
through  brush  and  logs,  with  which  the  road 
was  blockaded,  and  approached  in  view  of  He- 
lena at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  taking  our 
position  on  Colonel  Hawthorne's  left  in  line  of 
iMittle,  and  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy  in 


front  The  enem^  threatened  to  flank  us  on  the 
left,  when  Captams  Hurley's  and  Donaldson's 
companies  were  detached  and  thrown  out  to  en- 
gage him,  under  my  command,  to  protect  our 
left  flank.  The  regiment  then  advanc^  over  the 
flrst  hilL  Here  C&ptains  Pleasants  and  Smith 
were  wounded,  and  manj  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  ground  at  this  point  was  almost  im- 
passable, and  the  whole  road  and  deep  ravine 
full  of  timber,  over  which  I  scattered  my  men, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  keep  in  line ;  but  we 
succeeded  in  gettine  through,  after  remaining 
in  the  timber  and  hollows  nearly  two  hours  un- 
der a  heavy  fire,  and  made  a  charge,  when,  the 
enemy  giving  way,  we  entered  the  rifle-pits. 
Here  many  of  our  men  fell,  perfectly  exhausted, 
frx)m  over-heat 

At  this  point  the  firing  ceased  on  our  left,  in- 
dicating that  our  forces  had  been  called  ofil  The 
enemy,  seeing  our  condition,  rushed  upon  and 
surrounded  us,  and  compelled  many  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men  to  surrender. 

The  detachment  under  my  command  advanced 
over  two  ravines  and  up  the  hill  fronting  and 
nearest  to  the  intrenchments  and  fort,  about 
three  hundred  paces  distant,  which  position  we  \ 
held  about  two  hours,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

About  that  time  Colonel  Hawthorne,  on  our 
right,  ordered  a  charge  on  the  intrenchments. 
I  called  on  my  men  to  join  in  the  charge,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Donaldson  and 
part  of  his  company,  followed,  and  in  about 
twenty  minutes  we  reached  the  intrenchments, 
where  I  remained,  awaiting  ammunition,  which 
I  had  sent  for,  until  I  was  ordered  to  faU  back. 

My  men,  with  few  exceptions,  acted  welL  I 
will  mention  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  of 
Company  B,  Lieutenant  Thompson,  Serjeant 
Lowry,  and  private  Dance,  of  Company  A,  as 
acting  with  marked  braverv.  The  loss  of  the 
detachment  was  two  killed,  six  wounded,  and 
thirty  pissing.  The  regiment  entered  the  fight 
with  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  thiriy- 
two ;  the  entire  loss  was  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena. 
T.  H.  Blacknall, 
IfiOor,  oommondlng  BeU^  ReglmonL 


BEPOBT  or  COLONEL  HAWTHORNE. 

HiiLDQUAKxaia  Hawtbouib's  R«iiiairr, 
Gamp  mmam  Batou  DkYow. 

Jci]7«,lM8. 


■■} 


Ccmtcnn  W.  C.  TkomoB,  A.  A,  General: 

dnt:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  mv  regiment  took 
in  the  action  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  night  of  the 
third,  we  left  our  encampment,  six  miles  from 
Helena,  and  marched  to  take  up  our  positions  in 
front  of  the  intrenchments,  my  regiment  being 
in  the  advance.     The  road  over   which  we 
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gassed  (known  as  the  Hill  road,  from  Little 
Kock  to  Helena)  was  extremely  rugged,  and  it 
was  not  without  considerable  difficulty,  and 
great  fatigue  to  the  men,  that  we  succeeded  in 
getting  within  one  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments.  At  this  point  I  found  the  road  blockaded 
with  fallen  timber  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  halted 
the  brigade,  of  which  I  was  temporarily  in  com- 
mand, sent  Captain  Millar's  company,  which  had 
been  in  advance,  to  the  rear,  and  sent  forward 
Captain  P.  G.  Roper^s  company  (A.),  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  General  Fagan  now  arrived  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  ordering  all  the  field 
and  staff  officers  to  dismount,  we  moved  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  towards  the  intrench- 
ments — the  skirmishers  deployed  on  either  side 
of  the  road,  keeping  well  in  advance  of  the 
main  body.  At  five  minutes  past  four  o'clock  a. 
M.,  my  skirmishers  reported  tne  enemv  in  sight 
By  order  of  General  Fagan  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment in  double-quick  b^  the  right  flank,  alone 
the  crest  of  a  hOl  nmnmg  at  right  angles  wit£ 
the  road,  and  parallel  with  the  enemy's  first  line 
of  intrenchments ;  and,  without  halting,  so  soon 
as  mv  left  had  passed  the  road  I  moved  by  the 
left  flank  in  line  of  battle  towards  the  enemy. 
Without  waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  the 
bri^e  to  form,  I  gave  the  order  to  charge, 
which  was  responded  to  by  loud  shouts  along 
my  entire  line.  The  men  dashed  down  tiie 
steep  declivity  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets, 
climbed  step  by  step  over  vast  piles  of  fcdlen 
timber,  up  the  rugged  sides  of  almost  perpen- 
dicular hills,  and  finally,  after  unheard-of  toil 
and  fatigue,  scaled  the  opposing  height  and 
drove  the  enemy  in  consternation  from  their 
first  line  of  defences.  Here  I  waited  to  recruit 
my  men,  whose  strength  was  very  much  ex- 
hausted, and  to  give  Colonel  Bell  time  to  form 
his  regiment  and  move  up  on  my  left  As  soon 
as  Colonel  Bell  informed  me  that  he  was  ready, 
our  two  regiments  moved  forward  together,  and 
after  encountering  and  overcoming  obstacles 
similar  to  and  even  ^eater  than  those  in  front 
of  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  drove  the  enemy 
out  and  took  possession  of  ^eir  second  line. 
Colonel  King  had,  by  order  of  General  Fagan, 
imder  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  and  after  almost 
superhuman  exertions,  placed  his  reg^ent  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  beyond  my  extreme 
right,  partly  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  third  line  of 
intrenchments,  and  nearly  at  rieht  angles  with 
the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Bell's  regiment 
and  mine.  I  sent  a  courier  to  communicate  with 
him,  who  returned  with  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence that  his  regiment  was  in  position,  and 
was  ready  and  anxious  to  charge  the  enemy. 
The  tiiree  regiments  now  moved  forward  with 
.  a  shout,  and,  notwithstanding  the  steep  hill- 
sides, covered  with  immense  masses  of  fallen 
timber,  up  and  over  which  we  had  to  climb, 
and  notwithstanding  the  perfect  hail-storm  of 
bullets  which  assailed  us  at  every  step,  we  soon 
drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  third  line  of  defence. 
We  soon  ralliea  our  exhausted  troops,  re-formed 
our  broken  lines,  and  again  charged  the  enemy, 


driving  him  from  his  fourth  line  of  intrencb- 
ments.  It  was  now  about  seven  o'clock  a.  x. 
My  regiment  had  b^n  hotly  engaged  for  nearly 
tliree  nours.  The  men  were  completely  ex- 
hausted. Numbers  had  fainted  from  excessive 
heat  and  fatigue.  Many  had  been  killed  and 
wounded,  and  a  large  majority  in  each  of  our 
three  regiments  were  utterly  unable  to  fightany 
longer.  We  began  to  be  discouraged.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  action  we  had 
been  listening  for  the  guns  of  Generals  Price, 
Marmaduke,  and  Walker,  but  thus  &r  we  had 
listened  in  vain.  Every  brigade  except  oon 
had  failed  to  attack  at  daylight,  as  ordeied. 
Even  the  very  guns  on  Graveysod  HUl  were 
wheeled  around  and  directed  against  our  lines, 
which  they  swept  again  and  again  from  one  eod 
to  the  other  wiui  grape  and  canister. 

Just  at  this  moment  the  scene  changed. 
Heavy  and  rapid  volleys  of  musketry  were 
heard  on  our  left  General  Fagan  announced 
to  us  that  our  friends  were  storming  Graveyard 
Hill,  and  ordered  us  to  move  forward  at  once. 
Our  men  responded  with  a  shout,  dashed  down 
into  the  deep  ravine,  climbed  tiie  steep  sides  of 
the  opposite  hill,  and  just  as  the  noble  brigades 
of  Parsons  and  McRae  swept  in  triumph  acroai 
ihe  hce  of  Graveyard  Hill,  (urove  the  enemy  froa 
his  fifth  and  last  line  of  rifle-pits  back  to  bis 
forts,  and  under  cover  of  his  siege  guns.  An 
attempt  was  now  made  by  General  Fagan  to 
capture  the  fort  on  Hindman's  Hill,  which  was 
immediately  in  our  front  But  our  men  were 
too  much  exhausted  and  our  numbers  too  few. 
The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  resulted  in 
the  death  and  capture  of  many  valuable  officers 
and  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Walton 
Watkins,  commanding  Company  D,  of  my  r^ 
ment,  was  killed,  wMle  gallantly  leadini^  t£^ 
last  and  most  desperate  charge.  His  conduct 
throughout  the  engagement  had  been  chivalrom 
and  manly,  so  much  so  as  to  attract  univeraal 
attention  and  admiration.  Here,  also,  I  lost  the 
services  of  Major  John  B.  Cocke,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  and  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  field.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  bear» 
testimony  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  efficiency 
of  this  gallant  officer.  His  services  througho^ 
that  desperate  fight  were  invaluable,  and  his 
ajbsence  was  m^t  keenly  and  sensibly  f^t 
Lieutenants  Richard  Shaddock,  Hinson,  Hain- 
ard,  and  Thompson,  were  killed  while  Ihst^ 
fighting  at  their  posts. 

But  to  return  to  tiie  fight :  Graveyard  HiD 
was  evacuated  soon  after  it  was  taken.  "Hm 
other  positions  to  the  left  of  that  hill,  ^at  were 
to  have  been  taken  at  daylight,  had  not  even 
been  attacked.  The  firing  had  ceased  at  aO 
points  except  the  firing  of  our  brigade,  and 
that  of  our  enemies  4ir6cted  against  us.  Hus 
latter  was  now  most  terrific,  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  directed 
against  our  little  band.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
their  vast  superiority  in  numbers  and  position; 
notwithstanding  the  terrible  withering  fire  tbat 
continued  to  pour  upon  us  from  their  own  ranks ; 
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notwithstandii^  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
flank  our  position,  both 'on  the  mht  and  on 
&e  left,  we  held  our  position  firm^  for  three 
long  hours. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Fagan  to  withdraw 
my  reg^iment  from  the  field.  I  had  marched 
some  forty  or  fifty  paoes,  in  compliance  wi^  this 
order,  when  I  received  another  requiring  me  to 
leave  a  small  guard  to  cover  my  retreat  I 
called  for  volunteers,  but  no  one  responding,  I 
returned  myself,  and  with  nine  men  who  volun- 
teered to  accompany  me,  kept  up  a  fire  upon 
the  enemy  for  twenty  minutes  loneer.  The  am- 
munition was  now  expended  andl  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire.  The  enemy  were  dose  upon 
us  and  advancing  from  all  points.  Not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  Tost  We  retreated  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  as  we  descended  the  first  hill, 
the  enemy  assailed  us  with  a  terrible  volley  of 
musketry.  Three  of  our  little  party  fell  to  rise 
no  more.  The  remaining  six,  myself  and  a 
Yankee  prisoner,  whom  we  had  kept  with  us  all 
the  time,  succeeaed  in  making  our  escape. 

My  officers  and  men,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, deported  themselves  with  great  gsu- 
lantry. 

My  loss,  so  fiEU-  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, is  as  follows:  Killed,  twenty;  wounded, 
seventy ;  missing,  forty-threei. 
Very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Hawthornx, 

Colonel,  oomnuuiding  Regiment. 

BSFORT  OF  GENERAL  MARMADUKB. 

BsAOQUAinm  MARXADrnn's  Dirvmr,  \ 
jAOKMHtHrr,  Abkajbas,  Joly  25, 184&  / 

lb  Mqjor  TT.  B.  Blair,  A.  A,  A.  General,  Lis- 

trid  of  Arkansas : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  at 
Helena. 

I  was  ordered  on  the  evening  of  the  third  of 
July  to  be  hi  position,  attack  and  take  the  fort 
on  ILeiter's  HiU,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  of  July. 

My  command,  mounted,  consisted  of  Shelby's 
br^ade,  about  one  thousand  one  hundred  men, 
ana  Greene's  brigade,  six  hundred  and  fiftv  men, 
total  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  » 

At  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  July  third,  I  marched  to 
et  into  position ;  when  three  miles  from  the 
ort  I  dismoimted  m^  wholfe  force  except  one 
company,  under  Major  Elliott  I  then  moved 
forward.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  fort,  I 
found  the  road  and  country  t^ioroughly  od- 
structed,  the  enemy  having  chopped  down  ^e 
trees  and  rendered  almost  impassable  that  ap- 
proach to  the  fort  and  town.  The  country  was 
exceedingly  rough.  ^ 

I  was  delayed  some  half  hour  or  more  by  my 
guides,  who  lost  their  way,  and  reported  that 
they  were  completely  lost,  and  vnable  to  guide 
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me  further ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  did  not 

fet  into  position  until  a  little  after  daylight,  but 
efore  sunrise. 

The  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  were 
encountered  some  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  and  driven  to  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort  In  this  the  enemy  lost 
several  killed,  wounded,  and  five  prisoners. 

Shelby's  brigade  was  in  the  siavance,  and  so 
narrow  was  the  road,  and  so  rough  and  rugged 
were  the  hills,  that  the  troops  could  only  march 
by  the  flank,  and  the  artillery  with  great  diffi- 
culty was  brought  up,  piece  by  piece  and  by 
hand. 

,  By  the  time  the  advance  had  reached  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and  those  in  rear 
brought  up  and  deployed  along  the  ndges,  the 
enemy  had  brought  to  my  left  and  rear  a  bodv 
of  infantry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
during  the  whole  day*s  fight  poured  upon  me  a 
deadly  fire. 

I  now  had|k  heavy  force  in  my  front  (infantry 
in  rifle-pita  and  artillery  in  position),  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  witn  my  whole  force 
to  have  carried.  In  addition,  I  had  the  force  on 
my  left  (of  infantry  and  artillery)  thoroughly  pro- 
tected by  the  levee,  which  engaged  a  large  part 
of  my  force,  and  on  every  attempt' to  advance 
enfiladed  my  line.  It  was  from  tne  sharpshoot- 
ers and  artillery  on  my  left  and  rear  that  I  suf- 
fered my  greatest  loss,  and  not  until  the^  were 
dislodged  could  I  have  advanced.  I  twice  dis- 
patched to  Brigadier-G^eral  Walker  to  advance 
and  assist  me  in  dislodging  tiiem.  It  was  not 
done. 

Prom  half  piet  four  a.  m.,  till  eleven  a.  m.,  I 
held  mv  position,  unable  to  advance ;  the  ene- 
my with  tneir  infantry  and  artillery  on  my  front 
and  left  flank  constantly  engaging  my  forces. 
At  eleven  a.  m.,  I  received  orders  from  Greneral 
Holmes  to  retire. 

My  loss  was  fourteen  killed,  fifty-two  wound- 
ed, one  missing.  Among  the  killed  were  Major 
R.  H.  Smith,  mv  division  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  dark,  of  Companv  D,  Shelby's 
regiment  Major  Smith  was  a  c^lant  and  valu- 
able officer ;  he  was  shot  dead  beside  a  piece  of 
artillery,  encoura^tng  and  assisting  the  canon- 
niers  in  their  duties.  Captain  Clark  was  a  most 
exemplary  man  and  excellent  officer;  he  was 
killed  leading  his  men  forward. 

Amongst  the  wounded,  I  regret  to  announce 
that  Colonel  Shelby,  commanding  brigade,  who 
was  ever  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  wrist. 
•  Fof  a  more  special  report  of  the  conduct  of 
the  several  regiments  and  their  officers,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  brigade  commander. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  report  for 
Shelby's  brigade — will  forward  it  as  soon  as 
received — have  delayed  this  report  awaiting 
same.  The  conducft  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  my  command,  as  £ftr  as  I  know,  was  ex- 
cellent 

The  attack  upon  Fort  Reiter,  by  my  command, 
was  a  failure.    I  have  every  reason  to  beUevo 
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that  my  troops  would  have  carried  it»  bad  it  not 
been  for  the  force  on  my  left  and  rear,  whi(^ 
occnpied  tiiat  position  after  dayligh*t,  and  which 
conld  and  should  have  been  prevented  from 
taking  that  positioiL  and  after  they  had  gained 
the  position,  could  nave  been  driven  from  it  by 
Qeneral  Walker's  brigade,  which  did  not  come 
to  the  support  of  my  left  tiU  after  seven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  during  the  whole  engagement 
his  force  was  more  than  half  a  mile  to  my  left 
and  rear.  I  could  see  the  force  which  engaged 
Walker's  brigade,  and  at  no  time  did  it  exceed 
five  hundred ;  I  think  three  hundred  a  big  esti- 
mate. Walker's  brigade  not  only  did  not  pre- 
vent reinforcements  from  going  to  Fort  Reiter, 
but  tiie  enemy,  after  sunrise,  actually  passed  to 
my  left,  and  half  a  mile  to  my  rear,  and  held 
that  position  during  the  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  Mabmabukb, 
Brlfadler-Oenerol,  oommandtng. 

BBPiffiT  OF  GCTEEtAL  WAULEB. 

BSADQUABtMl  ni  THE  TlMUK  \ 

.  Camp  xsab  Ijok  CkuK,  July  7,  1868.  j 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  conduct  of  my  cavalry 
brigade,  in  the  batUe  before  Helena,  on  the 
fourth  instant : 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  2, 1  moved 
my  coftimand  towards  Helena,  on  Sterline's  road. 
Arriving  at  the  blockade  before  daylight  I  dis- 
mounted and  se«t  forward  three  oompanies,  at- 
tempting to  capture  the  enemy's  pickets  in  that 
direction.  At  daylight,  I  scoii  forward  three 
more  oompanies  dismounted,  and  commenced 
the  work  for  removing  obstacles  in  the  block- 
ade, for  the  passage  of  artillery.  Jkly  advance 
soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Rein- 
forcing my  advance,  and  forwarding  and  bring- 
ing into  action  my  artillery,  I  was  continusJfy 
engaged  lutil  nearly  three  o'clock  p.  m.  I  effect- 
ually complied  with  the  part  assigned  me  in  the 
order  of  attack,  by  preventin^^the  enemy  from 
throwing  troops  to  Better's  Hill,  which  tiiey 
were  constantly  trying  to  do,  and  made  two 
strong  efforts  and  were  repulsed.  I  protected 
General  Mannaduke's  left  flank.  My  command 
was  engaged  in  front  of  his  left  At  about  two 
o'clock,  I  was  informed  bv  General  Marmaduke 
that  he  had  already  w^drawn  his  command. 
I  had  hard  fighting  to  protect  mv  left  fiank,  and 
wheB  my  right  became  exposed  I  commenced 
getting  loose  from  the  enemy,  and  retired. 

I  must  speak  in  the  honest  terms  of  tiie 
officers  and  men  of  m^r  command  upon  the  occa- 
sion— no  straggling  ui  reaching  tiie  place  as- 
signed them,  although  acoompamed  by  apparent 
insurmountable  difficulties,  resisted  succeesfuliv 
the  enemy,  and  twice  drove  him  away  hana- 
somel^.  I  send  herewiti^  4:e{>orts  of  Gdonels 
Dobbms  and  Newton. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfolly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Walkbb, 

Brifadler-Geaeiil. 


BSPOBT  or  OOLBKB.  DQBBOia 

Is  ID  Iteo,  July  i,  VM, 

BrigaoHer-Omeral  WqiOur; 

^BKEBAL :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  movements  of  my  regim^it  on  the 
fourth  instant : 

According  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment and  battery  of  four  pieces,  on  the  evenii^ 
of  the  third,  from  the  Bowie  FVurm,  on  the  LittM 
Rock  road,  four  miles  west  of  Helena,  V>  the  old 
Porter  Farm,  east  of  Crawjey's  Bridge,  on  tiie 
road  leading  from  Helena  to  Sterling,  a  distaooe 
of  about  fifteen  miles,  and  remained  at  that  place 
until  two  o'clock  on  the  mocning  of  the  fourft, 
then  moved  down  the  road  to  a  point  ^^lere 
the  mill  road  intersects  the  Sterling  road,  one 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  H^ena,  where  I  dii- 
mounted  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  seait 
them  forward  as  skirmishers,  beyond  the  block- 
ade, to  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Hdem, 
and  a  short  distance  above  the  levee  leadiqgoot 
from  the  liills.    I  then  dismounted  one  hundred 
and  fifty  more  men.  and  sent  them  forward  to 
Uie  same  point,  and  extended  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers from  the  hills  to  the  Mississippi  river. 
I  then  drew  up  the  remainder  of  ih&  regiment 
in  line  of  battle  north  oi  the  blockade,  abost 
four  hundred  yards  in  tiie  rear  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  and  ttiere  waited  to  learn  the  resalt 
of  the  attack  made  by  General  Marmaduke  i 
the  battery  and  fortifications  of  Reiter's  . 
and,  not  learning  anything  definite,  and  dis- 
covering the  enemy  moving  up  betweMi  the 
levee  and  Mississippi  river,  I  moved  mv  bat- 
tery forward  aooording  to  your  order,  ana  oobi- 
menced  firing  on  the  enemv  advaodng,  and 
also  the  enemy's  batteriM  playing  upon  Gen- 
eral Mannaduke's  commandf  and  my  front  I 
then  advanced,  causing  the  enemy  to  fall  bac^ 
moving  ^eir  batteries  some  six  hundred  yards 
further  down  the  levee.    About  two  hours  after 
the  enemy  again  advanced  witii  artinwy,aod  in 
much  lai^r  force  than  at  first    I  again  opened 
fire  on  them  with  my  battery^  ftnd  small  ansa, 
and,  with  tiie  assistance  of  a  portion  of  QokMiel 
Newton's  regiment,  again  caused  them  lo  M 
back  and  move  their  battery  still  further  down 
the  levee ;  after  which  skirmishing  was  kept  op 
until  some  three  hours  after  the  firmg  had  ceased 
along  our  eiitire  line,  at  which  thne  I  received 
your  order  to  M  back  slowly  on  tiie  Gnnt  Mill 
road,  which  I  succeeded  in  doing  without  \oms% 
any  men  alter  I M  the  battie-fi^ 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  in  the  engsgeaneof 
was  four  killed  and  eieht  wounded— one  mor- 
taHy,  two  seriously,  andf  live  slight^.  For  par- 
ticulars I  refer  you  to  Dr.  Dmm,  sui^^n  of  d^ 
regiment 

The  officers  an:d  men  of  my  regiment  and 
battery  deserve  ereat  credit  for  gallantry  and 
courare  dispkyea  on  that  (by. 
Very  respectfuftr^ 

Tour  obeuent  8enrant» 

Abob.  &  DOSKKB, 
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-sxr  AT  GBT*a,  Phzlups  CpiTinT,  Auuhsas,  July  8, 1868. , 

itain  J.  a  AUxcaOer,  A.  A.  G.  WaUmr'$ 
Hvision,  <ftc.,  in  the  FiM : 
APTAiK :  I  have  the  honor,  in  ohedience  to 
r  inBtmctionB  of  to^y,  to  snbmit  tiie  follow- 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
attack  on  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 

reached  Mrs.  Moonley's  and  halted  there 
mt  twelve  o'clodc  p.  m.,  on  the  third  instant 
out  an  hoar  before  day  on  the  morning  of  tiie 
rtii,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Briga- 
r-Qeneral  commanding,  I  resumed  the  mareh, 
ing  the  Sterling  road  towards  Helena,  mov- 
;  in  rear  of  Colonel  Dobbins'  regiment  Ar- 
ing  at  the  spring,  about  a  mile  frcMn  town, 
I  brigade  w«8  halted  by  General  Walker. 
d  remained  there  until  the  firing  commenced 
our  right,  when  I  was  ordered  up  to  a  point 
ir  the  blockade  of  felled  timber,  there  to 
ait  orders. 

About  seven  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to 
id  thirty  sharpshooters  to  the  support  of 
lonel  Dobbins'  regiment,  who  were  deployed 
cm-  front,  beyond  the  blockade  and  to  the 
\  of  the  skirmishers,  from  General  Marma- 
tke's  command.  I  detailed  the  required  num- 
r  from  the  different  companies,  seleeting  men 
ith  long-range  guns,  as  for  as  practicaUe; 
aced  them  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
irnes,  of  Company  A,  and  carried  them  for- 
ard  to  the  left  of  Dobbins'  skirmishers  and  be- 
md  tiie  laeoon  (which,  starting  from  near  the 
ise  of  the  levee,  on  the  north  side  of  Helena, 
ms  eastward  to  Porter's  Lake),  where  they 
ere  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did 
)od  service. 

At  half-past  seven,  by  order  of  General 
r^aiker,  I  detached  Companies  B  and  G  under 
jmmand  of  Captain  Portis,  of  the  former,  and 
eployed  them  as  sidrmishers  to  support  Barnes' 
larpshooters,  and  resist  a  small  force  of  Fed- 
ral  cavalry  which  was  reported  to  be  threat- 
nii)^  our  extreme  left  About  eight  o'clock 
ortis  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
nforced  m  his  front,  that  he  was  being  pressed, 
nd  needed  twQ  more  companies.  I  im- 
lediately  communicated  the  information  to  Gen- 
ral  Walker,  and,  by  bis  direction,  instructed 
^ortis  to  observe  the  enemy  dosely,  skirmish 
vitb  bim,  and,  if  too  heavUy  pressed,  fid!  back 
lovly,  advising  me  from  time  to  time  ef  what 
^as  Izanspiring. 

About  this  time  I  received  an  order  to  send 
orward  another  company  to  support  Dobbins' 
ikirmishers,  wluch  I  obeyed  by  sending  Captain 
^Hand's  Company  E,  under  command  of  lieu- 
tenant Gamer: 

Learning  that  the  enemy  had  made  several 
Attempts  to  force  Portis  back,  and  eain  posses- 
sion of  the  west  bank  of  Porter's  lake,  irfaich 
would  enable  him,  by  means  of  his  sharp- 
Bhooters,  to  afflioy  tiie^  rear  at  our  battery  posted 


on  the  hill  in  front  of  the  blockade,  and,  per- 
haps, finally  force  us  from  the  hill  altogether,  I 
went  in  person  to  where  Portis  was  to  learn  the 
true  condition  of  affairs,  and  ascertain  what,  if 
anything,  could  be  done.  I  found  that  Portis, 
with  his  small  force,  had  made  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, and  had  thus  far  foiled  the  enemy  in  his 
several  attempts  to  occupy  the  western  or  inner 
bank  of  Porter's  lake ;  but  that  he,  nevertheless, 
had  lost  some  ground,  and  had  but  little  more 
to  lose.  I  deemed  it  important,  therefore,  not 
only  to  regain  what  had  been  lost,  but  to  drive 
the  enemy  beyond  the  levee  and  into  town,  if 
possible,  with  my  small  force.  There  not  bemg 
time  left  me  to  previouslv  communicate  wim 
General  Walker,  I  ordered  up  Companies  C  &nd 
F,  without  first  notifying  him.  The  latter  I  de- 
ployed as'  skirmishers,  and  advanced  to  the 
front  They  were  soon  engaged.  I  moved 
Company  C  forward  across  the  k^oon  before 
mentioned,  and,  pursuing  the  skirmishers  to  the 
front  vigorously,  ordered  a  charge.  The  enemy 
fled  Drecipitately.  We  pursued  him  about 
three  hundred  yards.  Finding  that  he  was  ral- 
lying his  men  in  his  rifle-pits,,  which  were 
situated  to  the  left  of  the  levee  and  near  the 
river  bank,  I  deployed  my  whole  force  then 
with  me  as  skirmishers,  posted  them  as  best  I 
could,  and  left  them  under  command  of  Captain 
Portis,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  ground  we 
had  thus  gained,  until  he  should  receive  other 
orders  from  me.  I  started  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Brigadier-Gkneral  commanding,  to  get 
permission  to  use  my  whole  regiment  for  the 
purpose  of  dislodj^ng  the  enemjr,  or,  filing  in 
that,  confining  hmi  to  his  rifle-pits,  and  thus 
prevent  him  from  annoying  our  left  Arriving 
there,  I  learned  that  our  troops  were  withdraw- 
ing, and,  by  General  Walker  s  direction,  retired 
my  command  to  the  point  where  the  mountain 
road,  leading  from  tne  spring  on  the  Sterling 
road  to  the  Grant's  Mill  road,  diverges  from  the 
Sterling  road,  and  there  disposed  my  forces  so 
as  to  cover  the  withdrawal  oi  our  troops.  When 
the  rear  of  Dobbins'  regiment  had  passed,  I 
moved  back  on  the  Mountain  road,  as  directed, 
and  thence  upon  Grant's  Mill  road. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  in  admirable 
style.  Captains  Portis  and  Bryant,  commanding 
skirmishers,  did  their  duty  welL  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  who,  with  his  thirty  sharpshooters,  was 
almost  constantly  engaged,  here,  as  everywhere 
else  that  I  have  ever  phuMsd  him,  was  prompt 
and  fiiiithful,  and  displayed  great  courage.  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,l>rave  to 
a  fault,  ana  seeking  rathar  than  avoiding 
danger,  rendered  much  valuable  service.  And 
as  were  the  officers,  so  were  the  private  soldiers 
whom  they  led,  fearless  of  danger,  each  seeming 
intent  solely  on  doing  his  duty  well 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respecffuUy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
R.  C.  Nbwtoit, 
Oolooel,  oommandlDg, 
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Doa  48. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  BBISTOE  STATION. 

BEPOKT  or  GianBAL  A.  p.  HILL.* 

HBADQITiJCmS  TteBD  AXXT  COVI,  \ 

Octobor  90,l8da.X 

OoUmd  B.  K  CkUUm,  A,  A.  and  L  General, 
Arrmf  of  Korihem  Virginia: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on 
the  morning  of  Ihe  fourteenth  instant,  I  left  my 
camp,  one  mOe  distant  from  Warrenton,  on  the 
Amissville  turnpike,  at  fire  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  the  General  command- 
ing, **  took  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  tnm- 
p£e,  nntil  reaching  Broad  Ron  Church,  then  to 
take  the  road  by  Greenwich  and  on  to  Bristoe 
Station."  Upon  arriving  at  Broad  Run  Church 
formation  reached  me,  from  various  sources, 
that  the  enemy  were  moving  by  a  road  leading 
from  Greenwich  to  the  Warrenton  and  Alexan- 
dria pike,  and  coming  into  it  a  mile  below  Buf^- 
land.  The  rumbling  of  wagons,  which  could 
be  distinctly  heard,  led  me  to  place  reliance  in 
tiiese  report!^ 

General  Anderson  was  directed  to  take  his  di- 
vision down  the  turnpike  towards  Bucklapd, 
and,  if  possible,  to  strike  the  column  at  the  point 
where  it  came  into  the  pike.  If  nothing  could 
be  accomplished  there  to  turn  off  and  rejoin  me 
at  Greenwich.  In  the  meantime.  I  moved  on  the 
road  to  Greenwich  with  Heth  s  and  WHoox's 
divisions,  leaving  one  battery  and  Scales'  br^ade 
at  Buckland  to  guard  the  train  which  had  been 
directed  to  halt  there.  General  Anderson,  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  found  the  force  re- 
ferred to  to  be  of  cavalry,  havine  alread v  dis- 
appeared, and  that  Major-General  Fitzhngh  Lee 
had  come  up  with  his  cavahy  on  my  left  flank ; 
C<^nel  RoBser,  of  his  advance,  having  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  and  driven  them  back, 
rejoined  me  at  Greenwich,  following  Heth's  di- 
vision. From  this  point  to  Bristoe,  we  followed 
dose  upon  the  rear  of  the  Third  corps,  picking 
up  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  stragglers. 
Upon  reaching  the  hills  this  side  of  Broad  Run, 
and  overlooking  the  plain  on  the  north  side,  the 
Third  corpa  was  discovered  resting,  a  portion 
of  it  just  commencing  the  march  towards  Man- 
assas. I  determined  that  no  time  should  be  lost, 
and  hurried  up  Heth's  division,  forming  in  line 
of  battle  along  the  crest  of  the  hills,  and  paral- 
lel io  Broad  Run.  Poa^ue's  battalion  was 
brought  to  the  front  and  directed  to  open  on  the 
enemy.  They  were  evidently  taken  completely 
by  surprise,  and  retired  in  the  utmost  coirfusion. 
Seeing  this,  Genend  Hetii  was  directed  to  ad- 
vance his  luie  until  reaching  the  rear,  and  then 
to  move  by  the  left  flank,  cross  at  the  ford, 
and*  press  the  enemy.  Thi^  order  was  being 
promptly  obeyed  when  I  perceived  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  nuJcing  their  appearance  on  this  side 
of  Broad  Run,  and  on  the  right  and  rear  of 
Heth's  division.    Word  was  sent  to  General 

•  See  page  MO,  DomnMnts,  ToL  7,  RebeDion  Record.         I 


Cooke  (comauaidfaig  Ht&ri^  Mgade  of  Heth's 
division)  to  look  out  for  his  right  flank,  and  he 
ver^  promptfy  changed  the  fiiont  of  one  of  his 
regiments,  and  drove  the  enemy  back.    In  the 
mMotime,  I  a^nt  i»ok  to  Qf&oeal  Aodsnon  to 
send  Mcintosh's  battalion  to  tiie  haeA,  and  to 
take  two  briffadea  to  tiie  poaitioin  ilneateiied, 
and  protect  tbe  right  teik  of  Heth.    The  betd 
of  Anderaon's  cokunm  spearing,  Heii  was  now 
ordered  to  advanoe  again  ani  etrry  wi  the 
original  order.    Davia'  brigade,  of  Hem's  divis- 
km,  had  been  detached  aa  a  support  to  Posgae'i 
battalioQ.    The  tiiree  brigadea-^Cooke's,  Kirk- 
land's,  and  Wa&er'a— advanced  in  bean^al  or- 
der, and  quite  steadily.    (jook»*B  bngade,ipoii 
reacUng  the  orest  of  the  hill  In  ttteir  fronts 
came  within  full"  view  of  the  eneo^y'a  iino  of 
battle  beUtt4   the  raiboad  MKbankment,  the 
Seooad  corps,  and  of  whose  preeenoa  I  was  n- 
aware.    The  position  was  an  ezoeedin^  stnog 
one,  and  oovered  by  the  direct  and  enfiladiDS 
fire  of  batteriaa  on  the  rising  gromid.iB  reir. 
A  portion  of  Cooke's  brigade  becaaa  hothrtt* 
gaged,  and  of  oouae  it  beeame  impoosiMe  to 
execnte  his  orieinal  order  to  move  by  the  left 
flank.    Kiikland,  finding  Gooko  engaged,  also 
awung  around  hia  lefty  and  gaUantly  chaiged  to 
Cooke's  asaistanoe.    Mclntoah'a  batteiioD  had, 
before  this,  been  ordered  by  nae  to  take  a  posi- 
tion overlooking  &e  railroad  and  atatioD,  aod  in 
rear  of  Cooke's  left    Poagne's  battalioQ  «» 
ordered  to  take  another  powtion,  and  opeafre 
on   the   battery   which  was  ^^^^^*c  Ekk- 
land's  Mne.    This  was  not  dons  aaiiuiekij  ti 
I  expected,  and  Kirkiand's  lino  was  exyoaad  to 
a  vmy  deliberals  and  deakuotiTo  fira.    NsKer- 
theless  it  continued  to  advanse>  and  sained  the 
raihroad,  clearing  it  for  a  time  of  £e  eaoaiy. 
About  this  time  Generals  Cooke  and  KiiklaiMl 
were  both  wounded,  and  their  ^all  at  tiiis  crit- 
ical moment  had  a  aeskxis  infloteoe  i^oa  the 
fortoaes  of  the  oombat    Their  maa  waaa  va- 
ble  to  stand  the  4ieavy  fire  whioh  was  poai«d 
upon  them,  and  commenced  giving  bade,  tbe 
4hree  right  reghnants  of  Oookb^  bnaada  in 
good  order.    Walker  had  oraaaed  Broad  fiim  in 
pnrsnanoe  of  the  osginal  order.    Andersuo  bad 
been  aent  to  the  right  to  look  sot  for  thethiM^ 
ened  right  flank,  and  no  support  was  inuaodi- 
ately  avaikble— Wilcoz'a  division  not  havii« 
yet  oome  np.    The  iniaatry  £ali^  back  (tbe 
left  of  Cooke's  brigade)  fwssad  tSbrwi^  Mcin- 
tosh's g^una,  and  tbe  enemy  paasing  o%  thegue. 
five  la  nombar,  were  imm^diataly  seized  aod 
ran  down  the  hill,  under  the  protaslian  ni  tbe 
enemy's  artillery  and  line  of  ba^e.    GeaenJ 
Walker,  npon  being  infsrmed  of  the  periloBi 
sondition  of  the  gQns,imms^ta^  santrarward 
a  raiment  and  £rove  off  the  enea^ ;  bat  tbe 
euns  had  aisappeared.    Dark  oaaae  opoo  as  be- 
fore new  dispositioQa  ooold  ba  mada  to  aUaok, 
and  during  the  iMJgkt  ^  eneaay  retreated. 

Arigadser-General  P^aey  was  unaotly  woood- 
ed  by  a  ahell  in  ths  early  part  of  the  aoto. 
In  oondosion,  I  am  oonvinoed  #Mt  I  nado  no 
attack  too  hastily,  and  at  the  same  time  tbat,a 
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dekj  ct  huf  an  hom  tod  tfiere  wmdd  bsve 
been  no  enemy  to  attiMk.  In  tiiat  event,  I 
should  equallj  have  Uamed  myself  for  not 
attacking  at  once. 

I  aldose  my  effidial  report  of  kflfed,  wounded, 
andnuMing.  ' 

I  m,  BIT,  very  respeotfbOy, 

Yonr  obedient  serTant, 

A.  P.  HiTJi,    • 
LtentwMt  9mmnA,  swanaadtog  Third  Oaqii. 

HBOBT  (Sf  ODIBAL  BBB» 

HuBgntiTft  Bbb*i  Dmaov,  > 
OoU>b«r  M,  ISSaw  / 

OdMi  it.  jr.  iStarAs,  ^  X  69^.,  2%trd  .^Irmy 

Caftun  :  I  h»v>e  tiie  honor  to  snbmit  tho  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  opwntione  of  my  division 
on  tke  fourteenth  instuit  t 

The  division  moved  from  oamp  nssr  Warren- 
ton  al  half-past  fivo  o'obck  ▲.  m.,  on  the  four- 
teenth instnnt,  fallowing  General  Anderson's 
divisioo.  When  within  a  mis  <tf  New  Balth 
more,  orders  were  received  to  pass  Oenetal 
And€ffson*s  artillery,  by  keej^g  to  the  right,  as 
it  was  designed  that  my  division  riionld  follow 
a  differont  road.  Aftnr  passing  through  New 
Baltimore,  and  about  a  mle  ami  a  half  or  less 
from  the  viUiffe,  I  was  directed  to  take  a  right 
band  road,  which  proved  to  be  a  croaairead 
leading  to  Bristoe  Station,  via  Qveenwich.  Jast 
before  rssshing  Orosnwieh,  some  twenty  strag- 
glers of  the  'nurd  soips.  Federal  army,  were 
captured.  A  desultory  fire  of  artillery  was 
heard  from  just  after  davbreak,  apparently  on 
our  right,  and  ooatinasd  during  the  entire  day. 

It  was  ssoertained  at  (jhreenwioh  that  a  corps 
of  the  enemy  had  encamped  there  the  evening 
previous,  the  last  of  this  corps  leaving  about  ei^ht 
o'clock  A.  v.,  <tn  ^  fbnrteenlh.  From  Greenwich 
vt  pasnsd  on  ^  the  most  direct  road  to  Bristoe 
Station,  piddng  up  a  nnmber  of  stragglers  on 
the  road. 

When  wilUa  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Bristos 
Station,  I  was  directed  by  General  A.  P.  HiE  to 
form  three  bripiAes  of  ta^  division  in  line  of 
iMttle,  perpendisolsr  to  the  road  on  which  we 
were  advancing,  holding  the  Tour^  brigade  as 
a  reserve,  whicn  was  to  continue  its  march  by 
the  flank.  Cooke's  brigade  (leading)  was  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  isad,  its  left  resting  on  the 
road ;  gi^tMiH  was  put  in  positkm  on  the  left 
di  ike  load,  his  light  resting  on  the  road,  and 
forming  a^eontinuouB  Ime  with  Geoke ;  Walker 
was  dmcted  to  form  on  Kiricland's  left ;  Davis's 
brigade  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  road. 

KiHda&dhad  aotquMecofliplstod  the  forma- 
tiott  of  hia  Kne  when  orders  were  received 
from  General  Hil  to  pash  on  with  the  two  bii- 
rades  then  in  l»e  (Cooke's  and  KirUand's),  in- 
forming me,  at  the  same  time,  that  tte  enenoy 
were  rotrsating  tepidly,  and  that  expedition 
was  necessary. 

Wafter's  liigade  was  at  this  time  in  rear  of 
Kirkland,  his  riglrt  reetia^  hi  rear  of  Kirkkmd's 


r^ht  General  Walker  was  informed  of  the 
change,  and  directed  to  form  on  EirkHand's  left, 
if  possible,  as  Kirkland  moved  forward. 

The  order  was  now  g^ven  to  adi^uioe.  On 
reaching^  a  cleared  space,  some  two  or  three 
bundrea  yards  in  our  front,  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front 
of  Kirkland's  left  A  few  shots  from  one  of 
Poague's  batteries  threw  them  into  much  con- 
fusion, and  all  that  were  in  sight  retreated  in 
disorder  across  Broad  Run.  On  seeing  tliis. 
General  Hill  direoted  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank,  cross  Broad  Run,  and  attack  the  frisitives. 
This  order  was  given,  and  my  line  haltedfor  the 
left  to  commence  the  flank  movement.  Before 
this  movement  was  commenced,  information 
was  received  that  a  heavy  cdunm  of  the  enemy 
had  wpeared  on  our  right  I  asked  General 
Hill  whether  the  flank  movement  should  con- 
tinue. Ho  directed  that  it  should  be  deferred 
for  the  present  8ome  ten  minutes  afterwards  I 
reseivea  orders  to  move  forward.  About  this 
time  General  Cooke  in  person  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  would  take  him  in  flank  as  he 
moved  forward.  This  was  reported  to  General 
Hill,  who  informed  me  that  Gteneral  Anderson's 
division  had  been,  or  would  be,  ordered  to  the 
right  General  Cooke  was  informed  of  this,  and 
the  forward  movement  commenced.  Walker 
had  not  been  able  to  form  line  of  battle  on  Kirk- 
land's left  The  two  brigades  (Cooke's  and 
Kirkknd's)  moved  off  in  handsome  style.  The 
skirmishers  soon  became  eneaged.  The  enemy's 
strong^  in  my  front  was  omylmown  fiK>m  me 
reports  made  by  Captain  Johnston,  engineer 
corps.  As  subsequently  shown,  it  provedto  be 
Warren's  Second  army  corps.  Marching  parallel 
to  the  Akilroad,  the  enemy  was  concealed  from 
our  view  by  hilk  and  woods.  On  seeing  our 
advance,  the  enemy  formed  his  line  in  rear  of 
the  raihoad  embaimnent,  his  right  resting  on 
Broad  Run,  and  hidden  by  a  raikoad  cut  In  his 
rear  a  line  of  hills  ascended  to  some  thirty  or 
forty  feet  in  height,  giving  him  an  admirable 
position  for  his  artillery.  The  railroad  cut  and 
embalmment,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  gav^  him 
perfect  pro4ection  for  his  infemtiy.  In  rear  of 
the  enemy's  right,  on  the  hills  just  noticed,  a 
circular  line  of  rifle-pits  had  been  thrown  up 
for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  over  Broad  Run. 
These  rifle-pits  were  filled  with  infantry,  and  a 
batterv  was  established  in  rear  and  higher  up 
thebiUs. 

As  Kirkland  moved  forward,  his  left  struck 
the  enemy  in  the  railroad  cut,  near  Broad  Run. 
He  drove  everything  in  his  front  along  the  line 
of  the  raihoad  before  him,  but  was  unable  to 
carry  the  second  Ene  of  woiim  (rifle-pits)  that 
were  in  his  front  When  in  the  raalroad  cut^ 
his  msa  were  exposed  to  an  enffladine  fire  firom 
his  right,  in  addition  to  a  severe  fire  from  a  bat- 
tery on  ^e  north  side  of  Broad  Run.  The  posi- 
tion was  untenable.  He  was  oonrodlBd  to  fall 
back.  A  number  of  his  men,  unwilling  to  expose 
themselves,  renmined  in  the  railroad  cut,  and 
were  osptared,    General  Cooke  was  wounded 
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early  in  the  actioiL  When  within  soine  five 
hondred  yards  of  the  raihoad  his  brigade  halt- 
ed, and  eommenced  firing.  It  subsequently 
charged  up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad 
embankment,  but  was  driven  back,  being  ex- 
posed not  omy  to  the  heavy  fire  behind  the  rail- 
road embankment,  but  also  to  a  fire  on  its  right 
flank. 

The  eneimr^  batteries,  during  the  advance  of 
Cooke  and  Kirkland,  completely  swept  the  field 
over  which  the  advance  was  made. 

As  soon  as  Cooke's  brigade  gave  way,  I 
ordered  Qeneral  Davis  to  form  his  brigade  on 
Cooke's  right,  thus  protecting  Cooke  from  a  flank 
movement 

During  the  advance  of  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  a 
battery  belon^ng  to  Mcintosh's  battalion,  Aur 
derson's  division,  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  a  hill  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  raihoad,  and  about  opposite  Earkland's 
right  flank  and  Cooke's  left.  This  battery  was 
captured  by  the  enemv.  I  was  ignorant  of  t|)e 
fact  that  a  battery  had  been  ordered  to  oocupv 
this  position,  until  it  had  been  taken.  A  )mowl- 
edge  of  its  position  on  my  part,  however,  would 
not  have  saved  it,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
deemed  necessary  to  have  furnished  a  special 
support  for  it  so  long  as  the  two  brigades 
(Cooke's  and  Eirkland's)  were  in  its  front  Chi 
receiving  information  that  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  approaching  the  battery,  and  that 
it  was  in  danger,  a  regiment  was  ordered  to  its 
support,  but  arrived  on  the  ground  after  five 
guns  had  been  taken  ofL 

During  the  advance  of  Eirkland,  Walker 
gained  ground  to  tiie  left,  crossing  Broad  Run. 
Finding  that  Eirkland's  left  was  gaining  ground 
to  the  right.  General  Wa&er  recrossed  the  run. 
Before  he  could  form  on  EirUand's  left,  Eirk- 
land had  been  driven  back. 

General  Walker,  during  the  rest  of  the 
engagement,  supported  a  battery  from  Poague's 
battauon,  placed  on  a  hill  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  yards  from  the  railroad.  This  engage- 
ment was  over  before  either  Walker  or  Davis 
could  be  brought  into  action. 

After  the  repulse  of  Cooke  and  Eiikland,  I  re- 
formed my  line,  and  advanced  again  to  within 
about  five  hundred  vards  of  the  railroad,  where 
I  remained  during  the  night  No  second  attack 
was  ordeVed,  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  was  too  strong  to  be  attacked 
in  front  The  position  now  occupied  enabled 
me  to  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  resume 
the  attack,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  beina:  made 
on  the  enemy's  left  flank  by  General  Swell's 
troops,  or  others. 

I  aeem  it  but  just  to  the  troops  commanded 
by  Gknerals  Cooke  and  Eirkland  to  say,  that, 
with  the  exoeption  of  one  regiment,  all  bchavea 
well  under  the  circumstances. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  the 
attack  was  made  by  Cooko  and  Eirkland,  the 
enemy's  force  in  front  was  unknown.  It  turned 
out  that  a  much  larger  force  was  in  our  front 
ihan  was  supposed— one,  if  not  the  greater  por- 


tion of  two,  eotin  CQcp&  X^  poaitioii  acci- 
dentally occupied  bv  iLe  OQemy  was  as  stro^, 
or  stronger,  naturally  and  artificially,  than  mifi- 
tary  art  could  have  made  it  by  manv  boon' 
work.  The  enony's  left  flank  extended  a  mile, 
or  three-quarters,  to  my  light ;  he  was  not  c(»d- 
pelled  to  manoeuvre  to  get  into  position,  march- 
ing by  the  flank;  he  was  already  in  line  of 
battle,  protected  by  a  railroad  embankment,  at  a 
convement  height  te  shelter  his  men ;  with  hilk 
in  his  rear  admirably  adapted  to  render  e£kctiTe 
his  numerous  batteries.  No  military  man,  who 
has  examined  the  ground,  or  who  understands 
the  position  and  the  dispioportioDate  numben 
of  toe  contending  foroes,  wodd  attach  bkme  to 
these  two  briga^  for  meeting  with  a  repilse. 
My  confidence  in  these  troops  is  not  shaken  bj 
the  result^  and  I  feel  satisfied  on  fields  to  cone 
they  will  vindicate  the  hi^h  reputation  tber 
have  gained  on  many  a  hard-fought  battie-fi^ 
Had  mey  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  in 
their  front  before  them,  and  carried  the  hilk 
beyond  the  raibroad,  it  is  probible  the  two  bci- 
gades  would  have  been  cs^tured  by  the  eoem/ 
unengaged  on  their  right 

I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Lisa* 
tenant-General  commanding  the  nllantry  dif- 
played  by  Grenerab  Cooks  and  Kirkland.  both 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded.  I  regret 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  reports  of  bri^ 
and  regimental  commanders,  I  am  miablt  to 
name  the  ofBcers  who  deserve  special  meotioD 
for  good  conduct  A  report  of  oasualties  istt* 
dosed.  My  thanks  are  due  to  i^y  penoml 
sta£ 

Very  respe^ully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  HsfH, 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDEB^N: 


Niia  RARABAnooK  Qtaook.  Vju,      y 
October  21, 18SL    J 

Ccgptain  W.  ^.  Starke,  A.  A.  Ommd  TUrd 

Army  Corps: 

Gaptjin  :  At  half-past  two  o'dook  in  the  ate- 
noon  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  when  near  Bnf- 
toe  Station,  I  received  orders  from  the  lieotea* 
ant-General  coDoamanding  the  lliird  oocpt,  (o 
send  Mcintosh's  battalion  of  artill^  to  tbe 
front,  and  to  move  two  brigades  of  my  divisioD 
to  the  light  of  the  road  by  which  we  had  beeo 
approaching  the  station,  to  intercept  a  oohmn 
of  the  enemy's  troops  which  was  moving  alons 
the  railroad  towards  the  station. 

Posey  B  and  Perry's  brigades  were  imasdi- 
atdy  put  in  metion  thsou|^  «  piece  of  woods, 
to  exeoute  the  order,  but  before  they  arrived 
within  striking  distanoe,  the  eaes^  moved  off 
at  double-qui<£,  and  di8^;>peared  in  a  pieco  ol 
pine  forest  near  the  raihxMd. 

The  brigades  continued  to  advmoe  tomd« 
tiie  railroad,  in  the  direction  which  had  been 
indicated  by  Lieutenant-General  BQL  UDtil  tbe.T 
found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  behind  diA 
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nikosd  mmYmaoJamsalB  i»d  «ata,  with  a  battery 
of  artillery  8o«  planted  m  to  eidkde  the  road. 
and  sweep  the  wopen  piece  of  ground  between 
them  and  ovaelveB. 

The  oohunn  which  I  had  been  directed  to  in- 
tercept had  got  into  position  along  tiie  railroad, 
and  rhidted  tMe  troops  nntil  I  oonld  examine 
the  gronnd  between  them  and  the  enemy. 
Wliflst  se  engaged,  I  met  Brigadier-Qeneial 
liooig,  who  proposed  to  place  some  of  his  artil- 
lery upon  a  sl^ht  eminence  which  afforded  a 
good  positien  for  artillery.  To  this  I  gladly  as- 
aefo^ed,  as  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  the  further 
adra&oe  of  the  troops  of  my  command. 

At.  this  time  I  received  notice  that  the  troops 
of  the  Second  covps  were  coming  np  en  iny 
right,  «id  I  was  directed  to  form  a  fane  of  battle, 
BO  as  to  connect  my  rig^t  with  the  left  of  that 
corps.  The  other  brieades  of  my  diyision  were 
ihen  ordered  up,  ana  Ihe  Hne  was  fofmed  as 
qmokly  as  the  nature  of  the  gronsd  wonld  per^ 
mii.  Dnring  these  moyementi  of  my  command, 
Hedi'e  diyition*t>ecanie  hotfy  engvMd,  and  a 
brigade  of  his  troim,  near  the  left  <»  my  divis- 
ion, was  driven  back.  The  enemy's  skinnishers 
adraneed  tfarcngh  the  gap,  and  General  Long 
fomid  it  imprMtioabte  to  post  his  artillery. 
Petry's  brigade  checked  the  Tiirther  advance  of 
the  enemy,  and  M ahone's  was  put  in  motion  to 
regain  ^e  ground  from  which  onr  men  had 
been  drirven,  but  before  it  reached  the  place.  It 
was  resccnpied  by  another  brigade  of  Heta's 
dtvisisn.  Forty's  and  Posey's  bripde  then 
droye  back  the  enemy^  line  of  skirmishers,  and 
Gkmeral  Long's  artiUeiy  gotinto  position  $  but  it 
was  now  n^iy'dark,  and,  after  a  few  ndnntes' 
cannonading,  to  i^hioh  the  enemy  replied  warmly, 
the  firing  was  dtecontinaed. 

The  troops  of  my  division  remained  in  line 
of  battle  during  the  night  In  tiio  morning  the 
eneniy  were  gone. 

I  regret  to  reportlhat  in  this  affidr  Chiptfldn 
Thomas  L.  Barrand,  of  the  Sixteenth  Yirginia 
regiment,  an  excellent  officer,  was  kiUed.  Brig- 
adior-Creneral  Posey  and  Lieufenant^lonel  Baya, 
commanding  Eighm  Florida  regiment,  received 
severe  wounds,  the  former  in  the  left  thigh, 
and  the  latter  in  the  right  hip ;  and  Captain  A. 
R.  Jones,  Twelfth  Miralssippi  regiment,  was 
wotmded  in  the  right  leg.  The  totol  casualties 
were  eleven  (II)  killed  and  fcnrt^wthree  (48) 
wonnded.  Tety  respectfWy, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R  H.  AmoKBsoir, 

]fi^<€)fliMnl, 


BSttVitfHi  WttoM  Bnouuili,       \ 
Octotiwai,  IMa./ 

Msffor  B.  K  7^{hiMy,  A.  A.  Oenma,  HMm 
Divition: 
Major  :  In  acoordance  w!^  circular  from  £• 
yieion  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  fWlowing  report  of  the  part  trtcen  by  my 
brigade  in  4»e  engagement  at  Bristoe  Station, 
on  the  fonrteenth  of  October,  1868 : 


My  brigade  was  fcmned  in  line  of  battle  in  a 
woods,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's,  my  rieht  coverine  his  ri^t,  his 
brigade  being  nearly  aouble  the  tongth^  mine. 
While  in  this  position  General  Heli  informed 
me  the  enemy  was  ninning ;  that  he  would  not 
have  time  lor  me  to  get  upon  Ku-kland's  left, 
but  that  I  must  do  so  on  the  march.  This  I 
found  impossible  to  do.  Kirklaud'^  brigade 
soon  got  into  the  open  field,  and  commenced  gain- 
ing ground  to  the  right,  by  a  wl^el,  while  mine, 
ahready  behind  and  on  the  circumfereDce,  had 
a  dense  woods  to  march  through  for  half  a  mile. 
This  distance  brought  mv  Mgade  on  Broad 
Run.  While  crossing  this  in  Ime  of  battle, 
Kirkland  became  hotly  engaged*  Seeine  his  left 
gaining  ground  so  fast  to  the  front  and  right,  I 
marched  my  brigade  by  the  right  flank,  again 
crossed  BrcMui  Run,  and  double-quicked  my  bri- 
gade to  try  and  catch  up  with  Kirkland's  left 
When  I  got  into  the  open  field  I  saw  his  left 
had  been  repulsed  and  was  falling  back  in  utter 
confdsion.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  tlu'ee 
right  regiments  of  my  brigade  interposed  be- 
tween tiie  enemy's  advance  and  th^  battery  on 
the  hUl  at  the  cemetery.  A  portion  of  Kirk- 
land's brigade  (two  regiments)  were  then  rallied 
on  the  right  of  these  regiments,  llie  four  regi- 
ments on  the  left  of  my  brigade  were  halted  on 
tiie  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  cemetery,  abreast 
with  the  battery  at  that  place.  The  line  re- 
maiaed  thus  until  the  regriments  of  Kirkland's 
brieade  were  moved,  under  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's  Adjutant-General,  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  battery  at  the  cemetery.  Cap- 
tain Hill,  of  Cteneral  HiU's  staff,  then  brought  an 
order  for  this  battery  to  move  to  the  rinit  I 
told  hhn  I  was  suppoi^ng  the  battery,  and  a^ed 
him  if  I  should  move  with  il  He  replied: 
"  Yes."  I  had  scarcely  gotten  half  w^  down 
the  hill  wiA  my  brieade  when  Major  Mxjintosh 
reported  to  me  that  his  supports  having  retired 
he  had  to  withdraw  his  men  from  the  battery 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  that  if  I  could  get 
a  regiment  there  in  time,  I  might  retake  it.  IMs 
I  endeavored  to  do  immediately,  and  ordered  a 
regiment  to  double^iuick  to  the  position,  but  be- 
fore it  arrived  the  gtms  were  out  of  sight 
Simultaneously  with  Ma|or  Mcintosh,  Major 
finney,  AdjutantrOeneral,  reported  ^at  the  en- 
emy were  again  advancing  in  the  direction  of 
the  cemetery.  I  immediately  deployed  a  regi- 
ment as  skiinnishers ;  again  formed  my  brigade 
in  its  original  position,  and  remained  so  until 
new  dispositions  were  made  for  tiie  night 

I  omitted  to  etate  at  the  commencement,  be- 
fore my  brigade  was  put  into' line,  Generfd  Hill 
detaehed  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  directed  it  to  take  a  position  as  skirmidiers 
on  the  right  of  his  Ifaie.  This  raiment  rejoined 
the  brigade  the  next  morning.  Enclosed  is  a 
list  of  casualties  during  the  engagement 
Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  H.  Walker, 

Biigadtor-Geinra]. 
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REBELLION    EEOORD,    IBGMS. 


BEPORT  OP  OdXHVEL  BIUL 

HB1DQUARXIB8  COOKB'8  BiOQJiOB.  1 

XiAS  RirriKAjncocs  Sxiahov,  VmaEru,  October  22, 1868L  / 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
the  fotirteenth  instant,  on  arriving  within  one 
or  two  miles  of  Bristoe  Station,  the  brigade 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road 
in  the  following  order :  first,  Forty-Sixth  North 
Oarolina;  second,  Fiftisenth  North  GaroKna; 
third.  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Forty-eighth  NorA  Oarolhia  on  the  left  After 
forming  we  advanced  through  a  very  thick 
nndergrowth.  On  dearing  the  woods  and  ar- 
riving in  the  first  opening,  Ihe  brigade  was 
halted  a  few  moments  to  correct  the  alignment 
The  enemv  was*  discovered  massed  upon  our 
left  beyona  the  railroad,  and  to  the  left  of  the 
road  leading  to  the  station.  Being  then  in  com- 
mand of  tiie  extreme  right  regiment,  I  immedi- 
ately discovered  tiiat  the  enemy  was  in  heavy 
foroe  on  my  right,  and  busily  engaged  in  getting 
in  position.  In  a  few  moments  we  were  order- 
ed to  advance,  and  soon  after  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers compenced  firing  on  my  right  fiank. 
I  discovered  the  lifle  of  battle  behind  the  rail- 
road, extending  as  ftur  on  my  right  as  I  could 
.  see.  Also,  a  mass  of  troops  lying  perpendicular 
to  the  road,  and  on  the  sido  next  to  us,  from 
which  body  an  advance  was  made  on  my  right 
in  considerable  numbers.  I  then  sent  word  to 
General  Gooke  that  I  was  much'  annoyed  by  the 
fire  and  seriously  threatened.  I  sent  my  right 
company  to  engage  the  skirmishers  on  mv  right, 
but  they  were  soon  driven  in.  I  then  changed 
the  front  of  my  regiment  on  the  first  company 
and  checdced  mevt  advance.  The  brigade  had 
again  halted,  just  before  getting  tmder  fire,  and 
I  moved  back  just  in  time  to  join  the  line  In  its 
final  advance.  9ooii  after  getting  under  fire,  I 
found  that  the  left  of  Itie  Mgade  had  com- 
menced firing  as  they  advanced,  which  was 
taken  up  along  the  whole  line.  Shortly  after- 
wards infonnation  was  brought  me  that  General 
Gooke  was  wounded,  and  Aat  I  was  in  com- 
mand. I  ordered  my  regiment  to  cease  ffaring, 
and  passed  up  to  the.  centre  of  the  brigade, 
stopping  the  firing  as  I  went  The  brigade  was 
then  within  two  hundred  yards  of  tiie  railroad. 
On  getting  <mi  the  to|»  of  the  hiU,  I  found  the' 
brigade  suffering  firom  a  heavy  fiaidc  fire  of  ar- 
tillery, from  the  right — ^tbe  number  of  guns  I 
cannot  say,  evidenfly  more  than  one  Mtteiy. 
Also,  tbe  guns  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  ml- 
road  had  an  etifilading  fire  on  us.  The  musketry 
fire  from  the  line  of  railroad  was  very  heavy. 
I  soon  saw  that  a  rapid  advance  most  be  made, 
or  te  withdraw.  I  ohose  tbe  former.  I  passed 
the  word  to  tJie  right  regiments  to  diarge, 
whioh  was  done  in  w£at  I  conceive  to  be  in  good 
style.  The  Fourth  regiment  was  somewhat 
confused.  But  I  sent  the  Lieutenaat^Golonel 
commanding  word  to  follow  the  line,  which  he 
did  with  about  two-thirds  of  his  regiment, 
the  balance  giving  way.  The  brigade  charged 
up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad,  and 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  and  from  then 


seeing  ibB  extreme  Ibft  of  ^  tti 
they  fell  back ;  the  two  rig^t  regiments  m  i 
order;  the  third  (Twenty-sdveotfa  North 
lina)  in  an  honorable  oonfusion,  frxMi  the  &ot 
that  between  ooe-halir  and  two4hirds  of  the 
regiment  had  been  killed  aad  wounded,  ihtj 
bemg  in  a  f&r  mcnre  exposed  poittion  ^bm  tM 
other  two  regiments,  and  had  gone  Ihrther.  The 
FoTl^-eighth,  in  advancing,  encoimtared  the 
whole  line  fhUing  baek.  Ihaltedtiiebrigadiia 
the  first  field  we  caasne  to,  about  foot  huadrnl 
yai^s  from  the  en<Mny'B  line,  from  whidi  posi- 
tion we  fen  back  beyond  the  osoond  Mo,  oa 
seeing  tiie  enemy  cone  out  on  om*  riiht  sod 
left  After  a  short  time  the  brigade  of  QeDftml 
Davis  joined  us  on  the  right,  when  we  t^jin 
advanded  to  within  fovr  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  and,  on  seeing  the  ririit  brigade  haK;  I 
halted,  "^ere  we  rennlned  dioing  the  night 
As  there  was  »  iMriDery  of  artiUery  lost  doniq^ 
the  engagemeirt)  and  from  its  proxiBiity  to  the 
brigade  the  loss  nay  be  kid  to  it,  I  wiilBtate 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  gOsm  being  Iheio 
until  we  had  ftUen  beck  to  the  oecond  ieli. 
The  guns  mc^  kam  been  in  ov  war,  but  they 
nrast  certainly  have  been  idaced  Ibere  after  we 
advanced ;  and,  in  retreating,  from  oor  lossas, 
both  by  casualties  and  strag^inef  abortsoed  ov 
line  so  much  that,  with  &e  aidution  of  ooe  oC 
General  Kirldaad's  reghnents  (For^owA 
North  Oardina),  whioh  joined  o«  k^  tibe  kft 
of  the  brjgpade  was  semedistMioetotherightof 
the  gone.  Onleanung  the  gnno  were  there,  sai 
ia  dMiger,  I  deslMtohed  tfporlioa  of  ooofeginaMit 
to  the  reUei,  hot  the  gone  had  been  taken  off  h^ 
fore  the  relief  anrhief  IwonldrespeotAifiystals 
that  I  have  been  wkh  the  brigade^aring  aose  if 
the  heaviest  engagementa  of  the  war,  and  have 
never  seen  the  sen  more  oool  and  detennined, 
and  that  their  felling  back  resnUed  from  bo 
fault  of  theirs,  but  from  the  g^reat  superiority  of 
numbera  and  position  of  ^bM  enemy,  and  entiie 
want  of  siq»port,  both  in  rear  and  pvoloi^^atifln 
of  our  lines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo, 

Beq^tftilW, 

E.  D.  Hall, 

OotoMl,  oommiitfiBf. 
BEPOBI  (tf*  MAJOE  MdNTOea 

W.  K  8tatk$rA.  A.  Q.  7%trd  Arm9 

Captadc:  In  aocordance  with  your  reqiMit»I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  &e  foBowblrtwKVt, 
beii^  dvplioate  ef  om  already  AsidshedColoDel 
Wdker,  of  tfae  part  taken  by  this  battalioe  io 
the  eDgaKeineiitatBriitoe8telfioneAthBsi>f^ 


noon  of  the  fourteenth  instant : 

When  within  about  a  mile  of  the  statioBrI 
reoeived  an  order  from  Major-Oeneral  AndenoBr 
through  Major  Duncan,  his  staff  offioer,  to  ao^ 
my  battalion  to  the  front  Ftasaig  ^^^^zlj 
sion,  I  halted  a  noment  upon  the  opea  groV» 
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whese  the  desceiii  to  the  raflroad  begins ;  &od 
Major  Duncan  sayiDg,  as  he  joined  me  again,  that 
he  nad  directions  firom  Lientenant-G^nend  H91 
wbere  to  plaee  me,  I  moved  immediately  on,  at- 
tracting some  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Obaenring  that  I  was  approaching'  near  the  ene- 
my,  I  ordered  Ospfain  Hunt  to  take  hts  two 
Whitwortli  gims  out  of  ^e  cohimn  and  place 
them  in  tihe  nest  position  he  could  find  on  the 
hills  in  rear.  Captain  Joftnson's  battery  had 
previously  been  detached  by  order  of  General 
Andeneion,  and  left  at  Broad  Run.  With  the  i^ 
maining  nine  guns,  I  proceeded  to  fbllow  Majof 
fi^oncan,  who  pointed  out  an  open  space  between 
two  pine  thickets  as  the  position  which  I  was 
to  occupy.  Oar  line  of  infantry  was  then  In  the 
act  of  advandng  over  the  hill  at  this  point,  and 
drew  a  heavy  musketry  fire  on  them  in  rear.  1 
therefore  halted  my  column  at  the  base  of  the 
liaing  grr)und  in  front,  sending  word  by  Lteu" 
tenant  Houston,  my  Ordnance  Ofl^jer,  who  ac- 
companied me  on  the  field,  to  Lieutenant-Ckneral 
Hill,  why  I  had  done  so,  and  ordering  the  pieces 
to  draw  up  under  cover,  I  proceeded  to  look  at 
the  ground  with  Major  Duncan.  On  castine  my 
eye  over  the  field,  I  saw  and  represented  to  Major 
Duncan  the  exposure  of  the  situation,  because  of 
it9  proximity  to  the  railroad  bank,  being  only 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  distant,  where  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle  was  posted,  and  it^  full 
"^ew  of  a  number  of  opposing  batteries,  stretch- 
ing from  the  left  to  the  extreme  right  He 
(IkUkjor  Duncan)  left,  saying  he  would  represent 
Che  situation  to  Genenu  mO.  In  the  meantisoe 
our  line  had  advanced  a  short  distance  over  the 
crest  of  the  hiH,  and  exhibiting  symptoms  of 
wavering,  I  ordered  up  five  light  rine-guns,  con- 
sisting of  the  Second  Rockbridge  battery,  three 
guns,  Li^ntenant  Wallace  commanding,  and  a 
section  of  Hunt's  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Crenabaw,  Imd  directed  them  to  open  with  shell, 
firing  over  the  heads  of  our  men* 

lieutenant  Houston  returhed  just  at  flits 
time,  with  a  message  from  General  HiD,  Ihat  he 
wished  me  to  take  a  position  as  qmoidy  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  therefore  ordered  up  a  section  of 
Rice's  Napoleon  battery,  placing  it  to  the  left  of 
the  rifle-guns.  Before  this  order  wSs  executed, 
however,  our  line  of  infantry  in  front  had  broken, 
and  falling  back  to  the  guns,  passed  on  to  Ihe 
re^ ;  my  officers  joined  me  in  endeavoring  to 
rally  s^  stop  them  upon  the  slope  in  rear  of 
the  guns,  but  without  avail.  LieuteuMit  Witoon 
whiM  thus  engaged  was  struck  down  and  seri- 
oubIj  injured  by  a  shelL 

Tne  ^ound  being  dear  of  our  infantry  in 
front,  I  oirected  a  round  or  two  of  canister  to 
be  thrown  at  ths  enemy  alonj;  Ihe  railroad,  but 
pointed  the  fire  chiefiy  agamst  the  opposing 
battery,  which  concentrated  upon  me  a  con- 
verging fire  from  three  directions.  I  despatched 
a  messenger  hastily  to  General  Hill,  to  aay  that 
I  was  hMy  enfiladed  firom  the  right,  and  re- 
garded the  position  untenable,  whioh  message 
3ie  Ckmeral  dub  since  informed  me  he  did  not 
receive. 


AsBev&ig  I  emdd  obtain  a  i^osttion  to  the 
right,  where  I  could  divert  the  enemy's  fire,  I  ^ 
proceeded  in  that  direction  with  the  two  guns  ' 
undisposed  of,  a  section  of  Napoleon,  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  and  met  Majw  Duncan  on  ttie 
way,  who  told  me  g^uns  were  needed  in  tiukt 
quarter,  and  who  rtiowed  me  a  position  from 
which  the  enemy's  batteiy,  then  annoying  me 
so  much,  ooUld  be  taken  aJmest  in  rear.  He 
informed  me  at  the  same  time  that  General  Long 
would  have  up  a  number  of  guns  in  a  few  min- 
utes, and  as  one  of  Lieutenant  Price's  was  de- 
tained by  an  aocident  on  the  way,  I  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  open  with  one  eun,  and  ordered 
the  Lieutenant  to  report  to  General  Long  as 
soon  as  he  came  up^  and  desired  him  to  open 
immediately. 

Returning  to  the  first  position,  where  I  had 
left  seven  guns  engaged,  I  observed  that  the 
fire  had  ceased.  On  inquiring  the  reason  of 
Lieutenant  Wallace,  then  in  command,  he  f^ 
pUed  that  he  had  not  men  enough  left  to  work 
the  guns ;  that  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and 
he  Ittd  just  been  to  look  for  infantry  support 
I  at  oiioe  ordered  the  guns  to  be  dragged  down 
the  hill  by  hand,  and  the  remaining  men,  who 
were  fying  in  the  bush,  started  forward ;  but  at 
that  instant,  a  body  of  the  enemy,  apparently 
skirmishers,  appeared  stealing  over  tiie  oiest  of 
the  hill,  and  in  a  moment  more  were  among  the 
guns.  I  saw  it  was  too  late  to  remove  uem^ 
and  directed  ihe  limbo's  and  caissons  to  be 
drawn  off  oa  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  ^ 
men  to  retire  without  noise. 

Believing  die  number  of  the  enem^  at  die 
gmis  to  be  small,  and  that  they  could  still  be 
recovered  wKh  prompt  action,  I  rode  rapidly  in 
search  of  a  body  of  Moitry,  but  the  plain  in 
my  rear  was  bare  of  all  troops.  After  sosie  min- 
utes. I  found  a  brteade-^Generai  Walker!s»  I 
tiiink-HMid  reported  to  him  the  condition  of 
affiors,  and  desured  him  to  throw  forward  a  body 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

A  few  minutes  after  I  observed  General  Heth 
approaohinff,  when  I  informed  him  also  of  my 
situatioQh  Lieutenant  WaHaoe  informs  me  that 
he  saw  the  enemy  roll  off  the  guns  by  hand,  in 
a  few  minutes  after  they  were  taken  possession 
of.  Ihe  two  Napoleon  guns  of  Captain  j^ce 
were  both  disabled,  having  their  axles  broken, 
and  the  cheek  of  ose  shivered ;  one  was  drag* 
gdd  off  before  the  approach  of  the  en^ny. 
The  other  was  reoovered  the  next  morning. 
All  the  ammnnitien  in  the  limbers  of  the  |>ieces 
was  expended  by  Ci^tain  Rice,  his  caissons 
being  kept  in  rear.  He  estixBates  the  time 
during  whioh  he  was  engaged,  at  one  hour; 
his  casualtiee  w^e  eight  men  wounded,  and  ten 
horses  disabM. 

The  five  rifle  pieces,  which  pvsceded  Oaptain 
lUoe  in  ths  action,  were  engaged  probahlj  an 
hour  and  a  quarter.  Lieutenant  Wallace's  three 
gxBUk  fired  two  hundred  and  four  rounda  His 
laowslties  wer«rtwo  Lieutenants  wottided,  and 
two  men  killed  aad  tiiirteen  wounded;  lieu^ 
tenant  Crenshaw's  section  fired  only  twenfy-five 
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rounds ;  his  casualties  were  on*  man  kffled  aad 
sixteen  wounded. 

'  The  total  of  casnalties  was  three  men  killed 
and  thirty-mne  wounded ;  for^-four  horses  were 
disabled.  The  section  of  Napoleon  gnns,  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones,  of  General  Long's  command^  and  was 
engaged  late  in  the,  afternoon,  without  suffering 
any  loss  in  men  or  horses.  The  section  of 
Whitworths  fired  eight  shots  at  the  enemy,  also 
without  loss. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
D.  G.  MoIntosh, 

M^)or  Artnifliy. 


Doa  49. 


EXPEDITION  INT9  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-CKENERAL  STEVENSOK. 

HiABQirjsms  8iB7amov*g  Dnrmnr,) 

■BAm  Tnm*a  Stahow,  v 

November  IS,  1881. J 

7b  Ookmd  Q.  W,  Brmi,  A.  A.  Q.  Army  of 
Tsnnesaee: 

Colonsl:  AgreeMj  to  orders  received  from 
army  headquarters  on  the  seventeenth  ultimo,  I 
proceeded  to  Charleston,  T^essee,  arriving 
there  with  a  portion  of  my  conmiand  about  two 
o*clock  p.  iL,  on  the  nineteeuiii  ultimo. 

The  failure  of  the  railroad  officials  to  carry 
out  the  arrangements  and  obey  the  orders  rela- 
tive to  the  taransportation  of  the  troops,  and  the 
delay  caused  thereby,  have  been  maae  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  communication  to  the  com- 
manding G^neraL 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Charleston  I 
gave  the  following  directions  to  Colonels  Morri- 
son and  Dibrell,  commanding  brig^es  of  cav- 
ahy: 

"  Colonel  Morrison,  with  his  whole  effective 
force,  reinforced  by  Colonel  McKeni^e's  and 
Major  Jessie's  commands,  will  move  so  a^ 
to  reach  the  rear  of  Philadelphia  by  daylight 
to-morrow  morning,  and  be  prepared  to  co-opar- 
ate  with  Colonel  Dilnrell,  who,  with  his  effective 
command,  will  advance  so  as  to  attadc  the  ene- 
my, supposed  to  be  at  that  point,  at  daylieht 
Should  the  enemy  not  be  found  at  Philadelphia, 
the  commands  will  seek  and  capture  or  drive 
him  across  the  Tennessee.  Havuig  routed  the 
cavalry,  they  will  move  on  London,  and,  should 
the  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  there  be  small, 
will  attack  and  carry  that  place.  Li  that  ev^t 
London  will  be  held  by  a  sufficient  force,  and 
suitable  scouts  sent  up  the  river  f«r  information 
with  regard  te  the  enen^  in  that  direction. 
Colonel 'Morrison  will  send  a  select  force  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  command  of  a  suita- 
Ue  officer,  to  destroy  the  ferry  at  Kingston.  He 
will  also  detail  fiK>m  his  command  two  comp^ 
nies  to  picket  the  river  on  our  left  flank." 


^e  movement  directed  wm  at  once  com- 
menced, but  owing  to  the  cfflSculty  in  cross- 
ing the  Hiwassee  at  the  ford  by  which  Col- 
onel Morrison  moved,  the  attack  was  not  made 
until  as  late  as  one  o'clock  p.  m .,  on  the  twenties 
ultimo.  For  a  time  the  resistance  was  stub- 
bom,  the  enemy  making  a  gallant  %ht,  but 
finally  they  brolre  and  fl^  in  the  greatest  coo- 
fusion,  to  their  defences  at  London.  The  hd 
that  they  had  there  a  fortified  position,  with  an 
infantrv  support,  the  approach  of  darkness,  and 
the  eznaustion  of  otu:  cavsdry  after  their  lon^ 
march  and  severe  fight^  decided  Colonels  Mom- 
son  and  Dibrell  not  to  make  an  immediate  at* 
tack  upon  London.  Our  loss  amounted  to  &• 
teen  killed,  eighty-two  wounded,  and  three  miss- 
ing. That  of  me  enemy  was  greater  in  kiQed  and 
wounded,  and  by  capture  about  seven  tiCmdred 
prisoners,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  iheri 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  camp  equipage.  On 
the  next  morning  the  enemy  aavanced  in  force, 
infantry  and  cavalry,  from  London,  and  Colonels 
Morrison  and  Dibrell  withdrew  their  commands 
to  Sweetwater,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  infantry.  The  enemy  fell  back  to  London  that 
night  I  reached  the  front  on  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-second,  moved  the  infantry  to  Moow 
Creek  that  dav,  and  soon  afterwards  to  Sweet- 
water. On  me  evening  of  the  twenty-third  of 
October  the  enemy  advanced  in  consideral^ 
force*  and  engaged  the  cavalry  for  a  short  time, 
retiring  at  dusk.  Their  loss  is  not  known. 
Ours  is  five  wounded. 

The  same  movement  was  again  made  by  fbani 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  October. 
In  this  afiGur  our  loss  was  three  wounded  sod 
five  missing.  The  enemy  are  known  to  have 
had  three  commissioned  officers  and  several 
privates  killed,  and  a  number  wounded. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  notorious  bushwhacker  and 
robber,  Bn^son,  had  been  sent,  with  his  com- 
mand, by  JBumside,  to  get  in  my  rear  and  obtain 
information  as  to  our  movements  and  intentions. 
I  immediately  gave  Brigadier-Glenera]  Vanghn 
a  detachment  of  about  one  hundred  men,  and 
directed  him  to  intercept  and,  if  possible,  to  d»> 
stroy  the  party.  He  succeeded  in  dispersing 
them,  killing  several,  and  taking  amon^  the  pris- 
oners a  Captain.  During  the  pursmt  Biysoo 
himself  was  killed. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October  Chcatht*^ 
division,  commanded  during  the  expedition  by 
Brigadier-General  Jackson,  reached  Athens,  ana 
by  this  accession  my  force,  before  so  weak  as 
to  be  entirely  inadequate  for  a  decided  nwTe- 
ment  against  the  enemy  at  London,  was  strei^tli- 
ened  to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  enafiad 
me  to  actively  assume  the  offensive;  bat  the 
enemy,  informed  doubtless  bv  disloj^  dtiztos 
of  the  arrival  of  these  reintorcements.  evacu- 
ated London  on  the  night  of  the  same  (uy- 

On  the  twentv-eighth  of  October  I  sent  Br^ 
adier-General  Vaughn,  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  • 
across  the  Little  Tennessee  Rivdr  at  Morgan- 
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town,  with  orders  to  make  %  demomtretion 
ap<m  KnozviUe  and  gain  all  the  infonnation  he 
oould  of  the  enemy's  force,  movements,  and  in- 
tentions, fie  found  a  force  at  Leaper's  Ferry ; 
attacked  and  drove  them  across  tiie  river  after 
quite  a  sharp  engaffement,  inflicting  considerable 
loss  upon  them.  He  also  went  to  Lenoir's  Ferry. 
The  sudden  and  heavy  rain  thai  fell  at  this  time 
raised  the  Little  Tennessee  so  rapidly  that  it 
became  exceedingly  hanrdous  for  him  to  re- 
main on  Ihat  Bide»  and  he  accordingly  returned 
to  Morffantown. 

On  the  third  of  November,  Colonel  Dibrell 
csossed  the  Litde  Tennessee,  with  about  seven 
hundred  men,  but  found  the  enemy  in  too  great 
force  in  his  front  to  permit  him  to  make  any 
decided  move.  The  results  of  these  scouts  in 
elicating  information  were  promptlj  oommuni- 
cated  to  yon  by  telegraph. 

On  the  fonrui  of  November  I  received  orders 
hy  telegraph  to  send  two  of  the  brigades  of 
deatham's  division  to  Tyner's  by  laUroad  on  the 
fifth,  and  the  remaining  two  on  the  sixth,  and  im- 
mediately hereafter  to  send  the  two  brigades  of 
my  own  division.  On  thft  eighth  instant  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  commanding  General  to 
leave  Brigadior-Gknend  Gumming  to  bring  on 
my  division,  and  report  in  i>erson  at  army  head- 

2uarters  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  arrival  of 
tieutenant-Qeneral  Longstreet  at  Sweetwater. 
He  reached  that  point  on  the  night  of  the 
ninth,  and.  as  directed,  I  left  Sweetwater  on  the 
morning  of  the  tenti^  arriving  at  T^yner's  upon 
the  same  day. 

I  am,  Colonel,  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C  S.  Stbvbksok, 

If^Jor-Genenil,  commanrttog. 

BEPOBT  OF  OQLOMIL  MOBBISON. 

HBADQtTAniBa  Cayalrt  FOBcn.  ) 

OwbTs,  hkar  SwdTWAixH,  Teribbei,  October  ST,  1808.  / 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
agreeaUy  to  instrttctions  from  General  Steven- 
son, I  succeeded  in  getting  my  entire  command, 
numbering  about  eighteen  hundred  men,  across 
Hiwaseee  River,  at  and  above  RencaMion's  Fer- 
ry, by  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth 
instant  I  immediately  took  up  the  line  of  mareh 
Uk  the  rear  of  Philadelphia,  the  distance  to  the 
point  where  I  expected  to  strike  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Londso  road  being  fifty  miles.  The 
weather  was  v«ry  disagreeable,  and  the  roads 
were  in  very  bad  oondition,  rendered  worse 
every  hour  by  the  incessant  showers  that  had 
been  falling  since  I  left  Barrison.  Men  an4 
officers  bore  up  astonishinglv  under  the  circiim- 
Btances,  having,  in  crossing  the  river  and  making 
the  march,  lost  two  nights'  sleep  in  succession. 
On  arriving  near  Philadelphia,!  communicated 
witii  Colonel  DilMreU,  suggesting  that  he  had 
better  move  up  and  make  a  demonstration  in 
Ae  front,  so  that  I  could  without  interruption 


and  undiscoTsrid,  mska  the  enamy's  rear ;  and 
reaching  Pond  Creek,  a  point  to  the  left  of  and 
opposite  Philadelphia,  I  intercepted  and  cap^ 
tured  a  foraging  train  and  forty  pnsoners.  From 
this  point  I  sent  a  part^  on  each  of  the  roads 
leading  into  town,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  and  hdd  their  positionB  if 
possible,  and  thus  prevent  his  learning  the  direc- 
tion taken  by  the  main  part  of  my  command.  I 
finally  reached  the  rear  of  Philiaidelphia,  after 
a  hard  march  of  fifty  miles  in  fifteen  hours,  un- 
observed. I  caused  tiie  telegraph  wire  to  be 
cut,  and  sent  as  rapidly  as  possible  one  regi- 
ment to  London,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  there 
to  make  a  feint  and  prevent  Grcneral  White  from 
reinforcing  Woolford  at  Philadelphia,  with  his 
infantry  from  that  point  The  surprise  was  com- 
plete, and  the  feint  at  London  a  success.  I  now 
hastened  on  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  tVro 
miles,  and  soon  had  a  view  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  battle,  whereupon  I  dismounted  my  men  and 
commenced  the  attack,  Colonel  Dibrell  having 
opened  an  artillery  duel  in  the  front  some  time 
before.  The  enemy,  on  discovering  me  in  their 
rear,  at  once  turned  their  whole  force,  with  six 
pieces  of  artilleiy.  against  my  command,  which 
was  now  reduced  to  about  one  thousand  men. 
Afterwards  ensued  one  of  the  hardest  cavahry 
fightsof  the  war,  both  sides  struegling  vigorously 
for  themastenr.  I  was  made  to  faUback  twice,  but 
with  little  effort  each  time  rallied  my  men,  and 
soon  had  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  fl;^- 
ing  in  confusion  towards  London,  capturing  their 
artillery  (six  pieces),  wagon  train,  ambulances, 
stores,  and  between  five  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  prisoners.  A  portion  of  the  latter  was 
captured  oy  Colonel  DibreD's  command. 

The  ofilcers  and  men  of  my  command  con- 
ducted themselves  handsomely  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  march  to  the  rout  of  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia,  but  credit  is  especiallv 
due  to  Colonel  Hart,  of  the  Sixth  Greorgia,  Col- 
onel Rice,  of  the  Third  Confederate,  and  Colonel 
Hajrper,  of  the  First  Georgia  cavalry, -who  lost 
a  leg  while  leadine  his  men  in  a  eallant  charge. 
Colonels  Rice  and  Hart  occupied  the  left,  and 
nobly  did  each  do  his  du^.  From  an  intrepid 
charge  on  the  enemy's  rear,  his  artillery,  wagons, 
and  stores,  with  most  of  the  prisoners,  fell  into 
their  handp.  Lieutenant  George  Yoe,  Captain 
Davidson  Lamar,  and  Adjutant  John  Vv.  Tench, 
acting  on  my  staff,  have  my  thanks  for  their 
assistance,  efficien<^,  and  gallantry  on  the 
field. 

Although  the  victory  was  complete,  the  frnits 
of  it  feu  short,  far,  of  what  they  would  have 
readied  if  I  had  had  the  prompt  co-operation 
of  the  forces  in  front 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  fourteen 
killed,  eighty-two  wounded.  Those  of  the  enemy 
mnohla^er. 

J.  J.  ICosKiBoir, 
OotoMl,  owimiMdlnf  Seoon<l  Gftyalrj  Brigade. 
jROb  J.  Beevbs, 


Wgitized  by 


Google 


620 


REBELLION    KBODftZ>,    1862-65. 


HiuoQOAnns  Bbookd  CUtjiht  BAmibc.      T 
ABMsntoiKi's  Dmnoif,  SiuuUy,  October  27, 1668.  J 

i^a;or  /.  /.  Beeves^  A.  A.  0. : 

Sir  :  According  to  previous  orders  received, 
I  moved  with  my  brigade  and  a  detachment  of 
General  Morgan's  command,  from  Charleston,  on 
the  nineteenth,  at  twelve  o'clock  H. ;  crossed 
the  Hiwassee  River  and  traveDed  aU  night  Bv 
an  agreement  With  Colonel  Morrison,  command- 
ing brigade,  I  was  to  be  in  front  of  Phfladelphia 
by  twelve  m.,  of  the  twentielii.  He  was  to 
cross  the  Iffiwassee  below  me  and  move  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  Subsequently  Colonel  Mor- 
rison notified  me  that  he  could  not  be  at  the 
appointed  place  before  two  o'clock  p.  x.  Mean- 
time I  advanced  my  forcjs,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pidsets,  kept  up  a  skirmish  at  a  respectable  ais- 
tance,  keeping  all  my  command  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy,  except  two  regiments  and  one  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  until  Cotonel  Morrison  could 
get  in  position.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  I 
moved  rapidly  forward  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy  with  mv  artillery,  and  charged  them 
with  cavalry,  held  in  readiness  for  that  purpose, 
completely  routing  the  enemy  and  scattering 
them  through  the  woods  in  every  direction, 
capturing  in  all  six  pieces  of  artillery,  all  their 
wagons,  ambulances,  stores,  &c.,  and  a  large 
number  of  horses,  equipments,  &c.,  five  him- 
dred  and  six  prisoners. 

In  this  engagement  I  only  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  they  did  their  part  most  admirably, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  reputation  they  had  pre- 
viously so  richly  merited ;  and  I  fully  accord  to 
Colonel  Morrison's  brigade  an  equal  share  ^of  all 
the  glories  won,  for  the  gallant  part  acted  by 
them  in  the  engagements.  Without  their  co-op- 
eration, so  brilhant  a  success  would  have  proven 
a  fietilure,  as  the  enemy  were  but  a  few  miles 
from  a  large  infantry  force  to  support  them. 

My  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  three  cap- 
tured.   A  few  ho^es  were  wotmded. 

Bri^adier-€reneral  Vaughn  had  kindly  volu]>- 
teered  his  services,  which  were  invaluable  to 
me,  and  his  gallantry  and  daring  charge  upon 
the  enemv  has  endeared  him  to  my  brigade,  and 
caused  them  all  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
bravest  of  the  brave. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  twenty-third  my 
loss  was  five  wounded ;  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
not  known.  In  the  engagement  of  yesterday, 
my  loss  was  three  wounded  and  five  missing. 
Two  horses  were  wounded.  The  enemy  left 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  dead  an4  wounded  upon 
the  field,  and  are  known  to  have  had  three  com- 
missioned officers  and  several  privates  killed 
'  and  a  number  wpimdea. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers,  both 
cavalry  and  artillery^  was  very  fine  dtuing  all 
the  engagements. 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectftdly. 

Your  obeuient  servant, 

O.   6.  DiBBELL, 
Odloni^  oommandiDg  Brigade. 


Doa  M. 
TSR  BATTLK  OF  MAKAfflAR 

GENERAL  BEAURIBABIPS  OBDER  KFCffiE  THE  BAXTUB. 
HuDQVJjnn  ABIT  or  «  FoMHj^) 

j^  SO,  1861.  ; 
^peoiai  Order,  JSh.  — . 

The  following  order  is  published  for  ^e  ia* 
formation  of  divi^n  aod  brigade  commandera; 

FursL — ^Bri^^adier-General  EweU'frbrigade  wiO 
march  via  Umon  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 
position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  wiU  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attaok 
upon  Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  d 
Sangster's  Gross-roads,  aecording  to  otrcom' 
stances. 

The  ordev  to  advance  wvll  bo  given  by  ifae 
Commander-in-Chief. 

S&oond, — %igadier-Q«neral  Jones'  brigade, 
supported  by  Colonel  Barly^s  brigade,  wiH 
march  via  McLean's  ForA,  to  place  itself  in  po- 
sition of  attack  on  the  enemy,  <m  or  aboat  ths 
Union  Mills  and  Centr^vflle  roads,  itwillbehdd 
in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attMk  en 
CentreviUe  or  to  move  in  ne  direction  of  F^« 
fax  Station,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
its  right  flank  towvards  the  left  of  EwaQ'soon* 
mand,  more  or  less  distant,  acocmliag  to  thenar 
ture  of  the  country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advaace  wiU  be  given  by  tfaa 
Commander-in-Qiief. 

2%trd^Brigadier-Qeaeinl  Longslreet's  bri- 
gade, supported  by  Briffadier-Cteneral  Jaekaoell 
bri^euie,wi]l  march  via  McLean's  Ford,  to  pboa 
itself  in  position  of  attadc  upon  the  enemy,  on 
or  about  the  Union  Mill  ana  Centreville  road. 
I  It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to  support  tbe 
attack  on  Centreville  or  to  move  in  the  directioii 
of  Fair&z  Conrt  HooBe,  aocordag  to  circoB- 
stances,  with  its  right  fluik  towards  tiie  left  of 
Jones'  command,  more  or  less  distant,  accordiDg 
to  the  nature  of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advaaee  will  be  given  byte 
Commander4n-€hief. 

jPottrC^— ifirigadier-QeneralBonham's  brigade, 
supported  by  Cok>u^  Barton's  brigade,  will 
march  vift  Mitchell's  Fcn^,  to  the  attaek  of  Geo* 
treville,  tkn  right  whig  to  the  left  of  the  Thiid 
divisicm,  more  or  less  distant,  acoOTding  to  the 
nnture  of  the  country  and  of  the  attadc 

The  ordor  to  advance  wiU  be  given  by  ths 
Commaaider-in*Ohief. 

lyieA^— Colonel  Ciooke's  brigade,  supported  l^ 
Colonel  BlseVs  brigade,  will  sardi  via  Stoai 
Bridge  and  the  fords  on  the  right  hereto,  to  tbe 
attack  of  CentreviHe  ;  the  right  wing  to  tiie  kft 
of  the  Fourth  division,  mote  or  less  distant,  se* 
oording  to  the  natuve  of  the  oonntry  ukI  of  the 


The  order  to  advance  w31  be  given  by  te 
Commaa[id^<-in^Chsel 
i9ia^— Brigadier^teneral  Ban's  brigade,  Mp* 

Sorted  by  Colond  WMosx'n  brigade,  GokiMl 
tuarfs  regiment  of  navahry,  and  tlie  wMe  ^ 
Walton's  lottery,  will  form  the  reserve,  and  wiH 
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march  via  Mitcbitt*B  Fordylo  be  lued  aocordiog 
to  circumstances. 

8$9entJir^The  light  batteries  wiU  be  distrib- 
uted as  foUaws : 

L  To  General  EweB's  command,  Oaptain  Walk- 
er's six  pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-G(eneral  Jones,  Captains  Air 


3.  To  Brigadier-^nera]  Longstreet,  Colonel 
Pendleton's  and  Captam  Imboden's  lotteries, 
a^traeeM» 

4.  To  Briffadier-G^neral  Bonham,  Captains 
Jkemper's  and  Shields'  batteries,  eight  pieces. 

5.  To  Colond  Cocke,  Colonel  Honton's,  Cap- 
tains Latham's  and  Beckham's  batteries,  twelve 
pieces. 

Eigklk.  Oolonel  Badfc^,  commanding  cav- 
alry, wiU  detail,  to  report  immediately,  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  firigadisB^kneral  Swell,  two  companies 
oamaliy. 

To  Brigadier-Greneral  Jones,  two  companies 
cavaliT. 

To  Briffadk^Oeneral  liongatreet,  two  compa- 
nies oavi^cy. 

To  General  Bonhaia,  three  companies  cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke,  the  remaining  companies  of 
caivaky,  except  those  on  special  service. 

JftM^.»The  Fomrth  and  Fifth  drriaions,  after 
the  fall  of  CentreviBe,  will  advance  to  the  attack 
of  FairfJBx  Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and 
Turnpike  roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  divisions  will, 
if  neoeeaaiy.  support  ^  Fourth  and  Fifth  di- 
visions. 

TsfUh, — In  this  movement  the  First,  Second, 
and  Third  divisions  will  form  the  command  of 
General  Hoknes ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions 
that  of  the  secend  in  cooomand.  The  reserve 
will  move  upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's 
Ford  tbkd  Stone  Bridge,  and,  together  with  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  wm  be  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  General  Beauregard. 

By  coBunand  of  Geberal  Beauregard. 

Thoius  Joedan, 

A.  A.  GeDeral. 


Doa  51. 


BATTIiBS    OF    POCOTAMGO    AND  . 

Ba>ORT  OF  BBiaAinEMSEIfERlL  W.  S.  WAI£ZR.* 

BiAMPiWBB  tmm  Umtimr  Jmmgn,  S.  C,  1 
PoooTAUOO,  November  4, 18<S2.        J 

BHgadim^OeMral  TbomoB  Jardam,  Qki^  of 

8lqF  and  A.  A.  G,: 

8b  :  I  Iwve  the  honcMr  to  report,  that  aboat 
nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  twentynrao- 
sad  of  October,  1  was  informed  by  my  pickets 
that  the  «iemy  were  landing  in  force  at  Mac- 
key's  Point,  firsm  twelve  gunboats  and  trans- 
ports.   I  was  notifiad,  at  the  same  time,  that 

•  Sm  ItobcJlloB  Itooord,  ToL  6,  pig«  40,  Dooomoats. 


they  were  aacepding  {be  Coosawhatchie  River 
with  four  transports. 

The  command  was  immediately  ordered  under 
arms,  to  march  to  Old  Pocotaligo.  I  moved  in 
advanoe  to  the  telegraph  office ;  and  made  the 
following  disposition  of  my  forced :  The  Lafay- 
ette artilJery,  four  pieces,  under  Lieutenant  Le- 
Bleur,  and  a  section  of  the  Beaufort  volunteer 
artillery,  under  Lieutenant  N.  M.  Stuart,  were 
ordered  to  Coosawhatchie,  a  town  two  miles  dis- 
tant from  my  headquarters  in  McPhersonville, 
and  five  from  Old  Pocotaligo.  Captain  Wymon's 
company,  stationed  near  Coosawhatchie,  and  five 
other  companies  of  the  Eleventh  regiment  of 
inflEmtry,  from  HardeevQle,  were  ordered  to  sup- 
port this  artillery.  Colonel  Coloocke's  command 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry,  and  two  compa- 
nies of  sharpshooters,  had  been  recently  notined 
to  expect  an  attack  at  Coosawhatchie,  and  in 
that  event  were  instructed  to  move  to  its  sup- 
port. Mi^'or  Jeiford's  command,  of  three  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  were  ordered  from  Green 
Pond  to  the  Saltkehatchie  Bridge.  With  the 
blessings  of  a  good  Providence,  these  combina- 
tions of  my  forces,  scattered  ovw  an  extent  of 
sixty  milea,  ware  effected  in  time  to  foil  the 
enemy. 

I  also  telegraphed  to  General  Beauregard's 
head(fuarters  to  Krif»dier-General  Hagood,  com- 
mai^diog  Second  MUitary  District,  and  to  Briga- 
dier-General Mercer,  at  Savannah,  for  reinforce- 
ments, requesting  those  from  Charleston  to  dis- 
embark at  Pooota^go,  and  those  from  Savannah 
at  Coosawhatchie.  Captain  W.  L.  Trenholm, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  outposts,  consist- 
ing of  two  companies — his  Rutledge  mounted 
riflemen  and  Captain  Kirk*s  partisan  rangers — 
was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  main  body  of  the 
pickets,  only  leaving  a  few  important  posts 
guarded. 

The  force  with  which  I  first  engaged  the 
enemy  consisted  of  two  sections  of  the  Beau- 
fort volunteer  artillery  and  the  Nelson  light 
artillery,  eight  pieces,  xmder  the  command  of 
Captain  Stephen  Elliott:  the  Charleston  light 
dragoonSj  Captain  B.  W.  Eutledge;  First  bat- 
talion cavalry,  Major  Morgan;  Captain  D.  B. 
Heyward's  company  of  cavSry ;  Captain  Kirk's 
partisan  rangers ;  Captain  Allston's  company  of 
sharpshooters;  Captain  Izard's  Company  I,  of 
^  Eleventh  regiment  of  infantry.  Lieutenant 
w.  L.  CampbeU  commanding;  number  in  all 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  (475). 

As  one-fourth  of  the  cavalry  were  horse-hold- 
ers, the  force  actually  engaged  was  reduced  to 
four  hundred  and  five  (4(^)  men. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  represented  by 
prisoners,  and  confirmed  by  the  statement  of 
negroes  who  had  crossed  Port  Royal  Ferry  to , 
the  main  land  on  that  day  and  been  captured,  to  * 
be  seven  regiments,  one  of  which  I  judge  went 
to  Coosawhatchie. 

I  sent  in  advance  a  section  of  the  Beaufort 
volunteer  artillery,  supnorted  by  Captain  Alls- 
ton*s  sharp^ooters  ana  two  companies  of  cav- 
aby  under  Migor  Morgan  to  skirmish  with  the 
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enemy,  while  I  took  position  on  the  Mackey's 
Point  road,  near  Dr.  Hntson's  residence,  at  a 
salt  marsh  skirted  by  woods  on  both  sides  and 
crossed  by  a  causeway.  After  a  short  encoun- 
ter with  ihe  enemy,  in  which  Majo*  Morgan, 
while  at  the  head  of  his  command,  was  seyerely 
wounded  in  th^  ankle,  my  advance  force  retired 
in  good  order  to  the  main  position.  The  Beau- 
fort artillery  was  posted  in  and  near  flie  road 
oommanding  the  causeway,  and  the  Nelson  artil- 
lery in  an  open  field  in  tne  rear  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers  and  screened  from  the  enexny  by 
the  trees  in  front  A  dropping  fire  of  infintiy 
first  commenced,  which  was  soon  swelled  by 
their  artillery.  Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
the  trees  fringing  the  other  side  of  the  swamp, 
I  found  that  my  artillery  were  suffering  seyerelv 
in  men  and  horses,  and,  accordingly,  after  hold- 
ing my  ground  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I 
determined  to  withdraw  to  a  second  position 
two  mUes  and  a  half  in  rear.  This  was  done  in 
good  order.  Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters  and 
part  of  Company  1,  Eleventh  infantry,  covering 
our  retreat  and  behaviiig  for  the  most  part  wit£ 
^eat  spirit  At  the  head  of  the  road  I  was 
joined  by  Captain  Trenholm  with  the  larger  por- 
tion of  his  company  and  Captain  Kirk's.  I 
assigned  the  conmiand  of  the  cavalry  to  him, 
and  ordered  my  whole  force  to  move  back 
across  Pocotaligo  Brictec  oivi  take  up  a  position 
among  the  houses  and.  scattered  trees  of  the 
hamlet 

The  artilleiT  was  placed  in  position  to  com- 
mand the  bridge  and  causewapr — ^the  Charleston 
light  dragoons  being  held  m  reserve.  The 
bridge  was  ordered  to  be  torn  up ;  and  this 
was  scarcely  done  when  the  enemy  appeared 
in  sight  and  commenced  a  continuous  and  rapid 
fire  of  musketiy  and  rifled  guns.  Lieutenant 
Masne,  of  tiie  Nelson  artillery,  could  brin^  only 
one  piece  of  his  battery  into  action,  owmg  to 
the  original  smallness  of  his  company,  now 
greatly  reduced  by  deaths  and  wounds. 

Two  pieces  of  the  Beaufort  artillery  were  si- 
lenced by  the  disabling  of  the  gunners ;  the  re- 
maining two  kept  up  a  fire  to  the  dose  of  the 
fight  The  enemy's  artiOerj  was  entirely  si- 
lenced and  withdrawn  early  m  the  action.  One 
piece  of  the  Beaufbrt  Artilleiy  was  most  judi- 
ciously withdrawn  during  the  battle  and  posted 
three  hundred  vards  on  my  ri^ht.  under  ier- 
geant-Major  Fuller.  It  was  retired  by  a  cross- 
road unseen  bv  the  enemy,  and  had  all  the 
effect  of  a  reinforcement  from  its  new  and  un- 
expected position.  .  It  fired  spherical  case,  and 
the  practice  was  excellent 

At  tiie  crisis  of  the  fight  I  ordered  up  the 
Charleston  L^t  Dragoons.  That  gallant  corps 
came  forward  with  an  inspiriting  shout  and 
took  position  on  my  left,  which  wanted  strength- 
ening. 

I  had  been  notified  by  telegraph  that  rein- 
forcements were  on  the  way  from  Charleston 
and  Savannah  and  Adams'  Kun.  The  Nelson 
battalion  of  two  hundred  men,  Captain  Slight 
commanding,  was  the  only  reinforcement  that 


arrived  in  time  for  the  fight,  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  before  its  close. 

As  soon  as  this  corps  made  its  appearance 
near  the  field,  I  ordered  one-half  to  a  position 
commanding  a  causeway  some  six  nundred 
3rards  on  my  right,  to  protect  my  flank ;  and  the 
remainder  was  deployed  to  the  front  to  relieve 
my  exhausted  men.  The  arrival  of  this  battal- 
ion gave  me  assurance  of  victory ;  I  felt  p6^ 
fectly  certain  of  success.  • 

The  two  companies  e^nt  to  my  right  under 
Captain  Brooks  were  well  bandied ;  one  was  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  and  subjected  to  a  scat- 
tering fire.  Their  appearance  threatened  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  no  doubt  hastmied  his  re- 
treat 

The  enemy  continued  their  fire  unto  siz 
o'clock  p.  M.,  when  it  sladsened  and  ceased.  I 
then  sent  a  squad  of  six  men  of  the  Rutled^ 
Mounted  Riflemen  over  the  bridge  to  ascertua 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  bridge  was  h 
80  damaged  a  condition  tiiat  it  was  some  time 
before  the  infantry  could  cross. 

The  cavalry  were  obKged  to  make  a  dreiut 
of  five  mUes  to  reach  Hiq  head  of  the  n)ad  hj 
which  the  enemy  had  retreated.  This  enabled 
them  to  retire  unmolested.  As  soon  as  tbe 
cavalry  arrived,  I  sent  two  companies,  Ratkdge 
Mounted  Riflemen,  Lieutenant  L.  I.  Walker  oom- 
manding, and  Captain  Kirk's  Partisan  Razi^en, 
to  follow  up  the  retreat  I  was  reluctuit  to 
send  a  larger  force,  as  I  did  not  know  tiie  result 
of  the  contest  at  Coosaarhatchie,  and  from  the 
telegraph  wire  being  cut,  was  fearful  it  wasdo- 
astrous  to  our  arms.  A  locomotive  was  d^ 
snatched  from  Pocotaligo  Station  by  my  Aid, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  and  two  couriers  by  nQneelf  to 
that  point  to  reconnoitre,  while  I  held  myforoe 
at  the  junction  of  the  Mackey's  Point  anid  Ooo- 
sawhatchie  roads,  ready  to  operate  either  waj . 
The  cavahry  had  proceeded  but  two  and  a  hm 
miles  in  pursuit  when  tiiey  were  stoi^[>ed  bj  t 
bridge  completely  torn  up  and  destroyed  by  ^ 
enemy  in  tneir  flight  This  could  not  he  re- 
paired until  morning.  There  were  abundant 
evidences  that  the  retreat  of  the  enemv  wis 
precipitate  and  disordered.  One  hundred  smifl 
arms  were  picked  up  and  a  considOTable  amooat 
of  stores  and  ammunition.  The  road  was  strewn 
with  the  debris  of  the  beattt  foe,  Fosfy-m  of 
the  enemy's  dead  were  founa  on  ^e  battle4eld 
and  roacfside.  Seven  fr«sh  eraves  were  die- 
covered  at  Maokey's  Poii^  I  estinwfted  their 
total  killed  and  wounded  at  three  hundred. 

The  fight,  from  the  first  fire  of  our  advaneete 
tiie.  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  lasted  from  half 
past  eleven  o'clock  x  ii.  to  six  o'dodc  p.  «.  We 
nave  ample  reason  to  believe  that  our  fleuO 
force  not  only  fought  against  great  odds,  bat 
against  fresh  troops  brou^t  up  to  repkoe  those 
first  engaged.  The  entire  commaiia  had  heea 
eames^  warned  in  orders  not  to  waste  their 
fire.  This  caution  was  urged  vpon  them  dmag 
the  action  by  the  commanding  officer,  his  aide, 
and  the  oompany  officers.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
my  own  observation,  tiiey  fired  with  care  aad 
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Juctement ;  and  vet  soToe  of  our  men  expended 
eighty  rounds  of  cartiidees  in  the  hattle.  The 
dose  yicini^  of  the  ordnance  train  tmder  its 
energetic  chief,  Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  enabled 
me  to  keep  up  the  snpply. 

I  beg  to  ezpreas  my  admiratjon  of  the  re- 
xnazkabie  conrage  and  tenacity  with  which  the 
troops  held  their  ground,  llie  annonncement 
of  my  determination  to  maintain  my  position 
until  reinforcements  arrived  seemed  to  nx  them 
to  the  spot  with  miconqnerable  resolution. 

The  rapid  and  continuous  volleys  of  the  ene- 
my's musketry  were  onfy  intermitted  whOe  fresh 
troops  were  bropght  up  and  while  those  en- 
gaged retired. 

The  Beaufort  volunteer  artillery  fought  with 
great  courage,  and  their  pieces  were  admirably 
served.  Captain  Stephen  Elliott,  whose  name 
is  identified  with  the  histoiy  of  the  defence  of 
this  coast  by  many  a  daring  en>loit,  behaved 
with  his  accustomed  coolness,  skill,  snd  deter- 
mination. 

Captain  Trenholm,  in  command  of  the  cavalry, 
lugain  exhibited  high  qualities  as  a  soldier  on 
Ihe  same  ground  where  he  had  won  his  first 
laurels. 

CSaptain  Edwards,  Company  "  B,"  First  battal- 
ion cavalry,  showed  good  conduct  in  the  com- 
mand of  his  company. 

Lieutenant  WtOkcir,  commanding  the  Rutledge 
If  onnted  Riflemen,  displayed  judgment  and  du*- 
in^.  His  coinpany  were  as  steady  as  veterans, 
nsmg  their  rifles  with  great  precision  and  effect 

When  the  battle  was  hottest  I  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Walker  to  take  a  squad  of  his  men  and 
assist  the  Beaufort  artillery  to  remove  one  of 
their  pieces  further  to  the  rear.  This  was  most 
gallantly  done  under  a  severe  fire. 

Lieutenant  Massie,  of  the  Nelson  Light  Artil- 
lery, was  active  and  energetic  in  the  service  of 
his  guns. 

Captain  Rutledge,  of  the  Charleston  Light 
dragoons,  was  cool  and  collected  in  both  fights. 
His  gallant  corps  was  held  in  reserve,  and 
when  they  took  up  their  nosition,  came  with  a 
most  inspiriting  cheer,  which  the  men  engaged 
returned,  thus  giving  the  impression  to  the 
enemy  of  decid^  reinforcements. 

The  government  is  greatly  indebt^  to  Cap- 
tain Sli^h  and  hi^  brave  battalion  for  their 
timely  aid.    Captam  Sligh  behaved  with  marked 

coolness  and  courage.    Captain*  and 

Lieutenant  t  ■   who   came   immediately 

under  mjr  notice,  showed  zeal  and  bravery.  X 
have  again  to  commend  the  conduct  of  lieu- 
tenant K.  M.  SJMnner^ting  adjutant  of  the  First 
battallion  oavalrv.  He  was  among  the  foremost 
on  file  field  until  disabled  by  a  severe  wotmd  in 
the  arm. 

Enclosed  is  Colonel  Colcocke's  report  of  the  en- 
gagement at  Coosawhatchie ;  it  wiU  be  seen  that 
his  command  behaved  with  spirit  and  success. 

•  Tbe  vAvam  at  tbete  ofllam,  thoagh  ropoaUiUf  requeitod, 
tero  not  yat  bMn  iMrned. 

t  Th«  ooamuuuliBff  olBoer  of  the  tettaUon  hM  «r6eelf>d  in- 
stTQCikNis  to  forwara  Ibem  to  (topurtment  iMtdqaarten. 


Tbfi  most  important  point  to  defend  was  the 
raiload  bridge  over  the  Coosawhatchie  river. 
From  this  the  snemv  were  very  quickty  driven 
by  our  artillery  fire,  but  they  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating te  a  point  on  the  railroad  west  of  the 
bridge,  before  the  cavalry  arrived ;  one  or  two 
rails  only  being  torn  up  and  the  telegraph  wire 
cut,  the  damage  was  repaired  in  a  few  minutes. 
After  tiie  enemv  had  retired  to  their  gunboats, 
the  cavalry  unaer  Lieutenant^lonel  Johnson, 
fired  with  effect  upon  their  crowded  decks. 

To  tiie  following  gentlemen,  acting  as  my  per- 
S(mal  staff,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for 
their  seal,  gallantry,  and  intelligent  discharge  of 
duty :  (^tain  Hartstene,  C.  8.  N.,  Naval  Aid, 
Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  Ordnance  Officer,  Oaptaein 
Oeorge  P.  Elliott,  Captain  John  H.  Screven,  Cor- 
poraTD.  Walker,  and  privates  Tripp  and  Martin, 
of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen,  and  private 
B.  B.  Bell,  of  the  Seventeenth  Battalion,  &  C.  V. 
Privates  F.  F.  Davant  and  Ion  Simmons,  of  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons,  had  &eir  horses 
shot,  and  afterwards  fought  with  their  company 
on  foot 

M^  Aid,  Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  rendered  valuable 
service  bv  the  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duty 
at  the  telegraph  office.  The  Messrs.  Cutbbert, 
father  and  son,  Rave  me  usefid  assistance.  Pri- 
vates Tripp  ana  Bell  were  seriously,  and  pri- 
vate Martm  slight^  wounded.  Captain  Hart- 
8tene*s  horse  was  wounded,  and  Captain  Walk- 
er's killed. 

The  judgment,  eoolness,  and  gallantry  dis- 
played by  Captain  Hartstene,  were  as  conspicu- 
ous on  kmd  as  he  has  hitherto  riiown  on  sea. 
I  must  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Buck- 
halter  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 
for  valuable  services,  and  fbr  the  resolution  and 
courage  with  which  be  urged  a  train  filled  with 
troops,  after  the  engineer  had  been  kiUed, 
through  an  ^buscade  of  the  enemy  to  Coosa- 
whatcnie. 

When  the  engagement  was  over,  ample  rein- 
forcements arrived  from  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton. The  enemy's  gunboats  remained  in  a  com- 
manding position  off  Mackay's  Point  on  the 
twenty-third,  covering  their  embarkation.  My 
force  could  not  be  moved  nearer  than  two 
miles  without  being  exposed  to  a  destructive 
fire.  A  detachment  ^  cavali]^  under  Captain 
Trenholm  closely  watched  then:  operations,  oc- 
casionally saluted  by  their  shells. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third.  Sergeant 
Bobinaons  of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen, 
made  a  ^econnoissance  up  to  the  extreme  point, 
and  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abanaoned 
the  main  land.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  their  gunboats  diswpeared.  I 
enclose  a  list  of  the  casualties,  and  a  sketch  of 
tiie  positioiis at  whisht  different  conflicts  took 
place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Yenr  respeotfuUy, 
lOur  obedient  servant, 
W.  a  Wauobb, 
Br1gadStr*Q«nflnl,  oomsuuiding. 
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BEBELLION    REOOBP,    186^-^. 


List  of  CasuaUies  in  (he  Battle  qf  Pooatali^Q, 
October  23,IS62. 
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One  Uentenant  and  two  men  were  cnptnred 
while  on  picket,  belooging  to  Company  U,  First 
Battalion  of  Oavalry. 

BBGAPrrULATION. 

Company  I.ElevenUi  Infantry— killed,  wound- 
ed and  miesing ;  all  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters. — ^Wounded, 
Captain^  Allstoii,  Second  Lieutenant  M.  Stnart, 
Third  Lieutenant  K  P.  Carter,  sUehtly ;  killed, 
one  enlisted  man ;  three  wounded ;  two  miss- 
ing. 

T^elson's  Battalion. — AH  enlisted  men. 

Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery.  All  enHsted 
men. 

Nelson  Light  ArtOlery.— Wounded,  Lieuten- 
ant Massie,  severely ;  enlisted  men,  four  killed, 
thirteen  wounded. 

First  Battalion  cava]ry.--Wo«nded,  Major 
Morgan,  severely;  Lieutenant  R.  M.  Skinner, 
acting  Adjutant,  severely.  Company  A,  one  en- 
listed man  wounded.  Company  B,  one  enlisted 
man  killed ;  wounded,  Lieutenant  P.  D.  Rush, 
sightly ;  and  eight  enlisted  men.  Company  C, 
enlisted  men;  one  wounded  and  one  missing. 
Company  D,  enlisted  men ;  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Charleston  Light  Dragons. — ^Enlisted  men; 
eight  wounded. 

Kntledge  Mounted  Riflemen. — ^Enlisted  men ; 
two  wounded. 

Partisan  Rangers.— Second  Lieutenant  W.  T. 
Specs  killed ;  wounded.  Third  Lieutenant  P.  E. 
Terry,  severely ;  one  enlisted  man. 

Marion  men  of  Combahee.— Wounded,  six  en- 
listed men,  and  one  missing. 

REPORT  OF  OOLOlfEL  6.  J.  OQLCXXaCE. 

BMAnqoAxasB  TtaotD  RBOOinrr  Gatiut,  &  0.  T.,\ 
GRAHAMTnxa,  Movember  4,  188S.        / 

Lieutenant  Ed.  K  Bamwea,  A.  A.  A.  Genercd: 

Snt :  A  little  after  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 

of  the  twenty-second  of  October,  it  was  reported 


to  me  unofficutUy  that  about  daylight  that  mon- 
ing  the  Abolition  fleet,  consisting  of  fourteen 
steamers,  with  numerous  barges  attached,  had 
proceeded  up  Broad  River. 

Prostratedbya  protracted  spell  of  fever,  from 
which  I  had  just  be^n  to  convalesce.  I  was  too 
weak  to  take  the  neld,  but  resumea  the  com- 
mand of  my  post.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colond 
Johnson  to  take  command  of  the  small  force  at 
my  dispof»l,  which  consisted,  as  you  are  aware, 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters,  of  Major  Abney*8  battalion, 
who  was  in  command,  and  to  proceed  with  the 
least  possible  delay  towards  Coosawhatchie,  to 
which  point  I  was  informed  that  a  portion^  of 
the  enemy's  fleet  were  advancing.  On  arriTing 
at  Bee's  Creek^  still  four  miles  from  Coosawhat- 
chie, Colonel  Johnson  was  informed  that  a  por- 
tion of  tiie  Abolition  forces  were  landing  at 
Seabrook's  Island,  in  his  rear,  a  point  iiidio&iDe  , 
an  attack  upon  this  place.  To  meet  this  he  had 
to  divide  his  command,  and  put  three  companies 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bee's  Creek  HilL  This  infor- 
mation was  subsequently  ascertained  to  be 
incorrect,  but  too  late  to  make  use  of  these 
forces  in  the  defence  of  Coosawhatchie. 

Proceedii^  with  three  companies  of  cavabj 
towards  that  point,  upon  arriving  within  two 
miles  of  it  he  ascertained  .that  the  enemj  bad 
already  landed  from  a  gunboat  and  baxge  lying 
a  little  below  the  Ocean  Landing,  and  was 
advancing  his  column  towards  the  airectioQ  of 
Bee's  Chreek  BOIL  ELe  immediatelv  dismounted 
his  men,  and  formed  them  as  skirmisheis  to 
meet  the  expected  attack.  This  movement, 
however,  was  only  a  feint,  as  they  soon  *"  about 
faced"  and  advanced  towards  Coosawhatchie. 
The  ground  being  unfavorable  for  a  charge,  the 
effect  of  which  would  have  necessarily  been 
attended  with  severe  loss  to  the  cavalry,  with  a 
l^rospect  of  liftle  injury  to  the  enemy,  Colond 
Johnson  very  judiciouwy  made  a  detour  to  the 
left,  hoping  to  cut  them  off"  before  they  reached 
Coosawhatchie. 

About  this  time  the  train,  with  a  portion  of 
Colonel  £l}is*  regiment  and  Captain  Chishofan'a 
company,  of  Major  Abney's  battalion,  which  had 
been  taken  up  within  a  diort  distance  of  Cooea- 
whatchie,  as  they  were  marclung  along  the  , 
railroad  fbick  towards  that  pointy  passed  by. 
The  enemy  hearing  their  approach  for  ^ome^ 
tance  (the  two  ros^s  here  running  parallel  and 
very  dose  to  each  oth^,  availed  themaelres 
of  the  opportunity  to  ambuscade  and  fire  into 
tiie  train. 

The  particulars  of  this  disastrous  affidr  I  w 
not  refer  to,  as  I  suppose  a  full  report  of  aD  the 
circumstances  will  be  made  up  by  the  officer  m 
conomand  of  that  detachment,  who  succeeded 
the  lattt  unfortunate  Major  Hiorison.  It  t»eems, 
that  on  arriving  near  Coosawhatchie,  the  enmjT 
divided  into  two  detachments,  one  of  whwb 
ambuscaded  Ihet  rain  as  above  referred  to,  ana 
the  other  advanced  to  the  river,  for  ^^P^PJ? 
of  destroying  the  ndhroad  and  tomoike  »>"*Wt 
With  timely  forethought,  you  had  fortonaW 
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patched  at  an  early  hour  that  moraing,  for 
r  protection,  the  Lafayette  artillery,  Lieuten- 
Le  Bleux  commanding,  and  a  section  of  Cap- 
Elliott's  battery,  Lieutenant  Btnart  com- 
iding.  These,  supported  bv  Oaptain  Wyman*s 
ipany  of  infantry,  moat  gafiantly  repulsed  the 
my  in  their  attack  on  the  bridges,  and  drove 
n  in  confusion  towards  their  other  detach- 
its,  which,  beyond  the  range  of  our  artillery. 

succeeded  in  cutting  the  telegraph  wire  ana 
>lacing  a  couple  of  rails  on  the  track.  About 
i  time  the  cavahy,  which  had  to  make  a  con- 
arable  detour  over  very  unfavorable  ground, 
lo  its  appearance,  and  the  enemy  beat  a 
tv  retreat^  the  cavalry  pursuing.  Unfortu- 
ely,  the  enemy  had  taken  the  precaution,  in 
'ancing,  of  destroying  all  the  bridges,  which 
retarded  the  progress  of  the  cavdry  as  to 
vent  their  cutting  off  their  retreat  to  their 
iboat  and  barges.  Disappointed  in  this 
ect,  Colonel  Johnson  dismounted  his  men,  and, 
)lo3ring  them  as  skirmishers,  advanced  to 
thin  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of 
(  gunboats,  where,  under  the  protection  of  a 
f  trees,  they  poured  three  vollevs  from  their 
es  into  the  crowded  decks  and  barges  of  the 
imy,  which  must  have  done  considerable 
ecution.  The  companies  composing  this 
tachment  consisted  of  Captains  J.  M.  Howard's, 
B.  Estes',  under  the  immediate  command  of 
sutenant  Peebles,  and  Captain  Qeorge  C.  Hey- 
^d  8.  Recovering  from  their  surprise,  Ihe 
emy  opened  a  terrific  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and 
iskctry,  in  which  they  were  assisted  by  two 

their  gunboats  stationed  a  half  mile  lower 
wn  the  river,  under  whose  enfilading  fire  our 
lall  force  had  to  fall  back.  In  this  flSair  I  re- 
et  to  inform  you  we  lost  private  Thomas  B. 


Fripp,  of  Captain  Heyward's  company,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded,  shot  in  three  places— as  gal- 
lant a  soldier  and  true-hearted  gentleman  as  ever 
fell  a  martyr  in  defending  the  cause  of  liberty. 
First-Lieutenant  T.  0.  Buckner,  of  Captain  Hey- 
ward's company,  was  also  severely,  but  I  hope 
not  mortally,  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  and  Cor- 
poral Thomas  Farr,  of  the  same  companv, 
received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  Ihi^h,  from  which, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  he  is  rapidly  recovering. 
That  the  casualties  were  not  greater,  I  can  on^ 
attribute  to  the  interposition  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  who  protects  those  fighting  in  a 
r^hteouB  cause.  For  casualties  occurrmg  in 
mjor  Abney's  command,  I  refer  you  to  that 
officer's  report,  which  you  will  find  herewith 
enclosed. 

Two  hours  after  this  train  passed  Grahamville 
another  train  arrived  from  Savannsh  with  the 

Thirty-second  and  Georgia  regiments, 

under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Har- 
rison. Unfortunately,  they  arrived  at  Coosa- 
whatchie  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  thus 
were  denied  the  pleasure  which  they  seemed 
earnestly  to  desire,  of  having  a  brush  with  the 
Abolitionists. 

The  enemy's  boats  retired  immediately  after 
the  skirmish,  leaving  in  their  hasty  retreat  one 
of  their  splendid  barges,  capable  of  transporting 
seventy  or  eighty  men. 

The  next  morning  not  a  sign  of  the  Abolition 
fleet  was  to  be  seen  in  the  upper  waters  of 
Broad  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C  J.  COLCOCKS, 
Colonel,  oonuDAoding. 


HiADQUiBRU  DsPAimaiiT  or  Soctr  GABOurA.  Gmbou,  ahd  FUnmA, ) 
QuBLBTcnr,  8.  CL,  December  12,  IMS..    J 


eport  of  the  Casualties  in  the  command  of  Briaadier-Qmerci  W.  8.  Walker  in  ihe  affair  with  the. 
Abolitionists  at  Poootaligo  and  xemassee,  October  twenty-second,  1862. 
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Report  if  (JasuaUies^Ocmiinued). 
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Bepart  of  Casualtie9--(ConHnued). 
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II              a 
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J.  J.  Brown 

II 

II           II 

J.  E.THPP 
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*<       alaoa  died. 
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Total  caaualtlea  :  Killed,  14  ;  wounded,  102  ;  missing,  9. 


Doo.  62. 
EXPEDITION  TO  HABT8VILLE,  TENN. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAXTON  BRAGO.« 

HiAOQrABTKBS  AUIT  OT  TE!tifMMUC,  \ 

HUBFasBBOBo,  TBif?«BBC,  December  22, 1802.  j 

General  8,  Cooper,  AdjiUani  and  Inspedor-Gen- 
eraLRichmondt  Virginia: 

Snt :  Having  been  informed  by  acting  Briga- 
dier-Greneral  John  H.  Morgan,  whose  cavauy 
brigade  covered  my  front  in  the  direction  of 
HartsvUle,  Tennessee,  that  the  enemy's  force  at 
that  point  was  somewhat  isolated,  I  yielded  to 
his  request  and  organized  an  expedition  under 
him  for  their  attack.  On  the  fifth  instant  Han- 
80D*8  brigade,  of  Breckinridge's  division,  was 
moved  forward  on  the  road  towards  Hartsville, 
and  halted  at  Baird's  Mills,  a  point  nearly  due 
east  from  Nashville,  and  half  way  to  Hartoville, 
when  it  was  joined  by  Morgan's  cavalry  foroe. 
Two  regiments,  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky 
infentry,  with  Cobb's  Kentuckv  artillery,  moved 
from  this  point,  with  the  cavaLry,  at  10  p.  m.  on 
the  sixth,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Hartsville. 
Early  on  the  naoming  of  the  same  day,  Hanson, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  moved  as  di- 
rected, on  the  road  towards  Nashville,  for  the 
'  purpose  of  a  reconnoissance  and  to  cause  a 
aiversion. 

At  die  same  time  that  the  troops  above  named 
left  their  camps  near  here,  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham, with  two  brigades,  moved  out  on  the  Nash- 
ville road,  halted  at  nisht  at  Lavergne,  fifveen 
miles,  and  on  the  next  day,  in  conjunction  with 
General  Wheeler's  oavahy,  made  a  strong  dem- 
onstration on  the  enemy's  front 

These  movements  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
completely  distracted  the  enemy's  attention  from 
the  real  point  of  attack.  LM^rninf^  that  a  foras;- 
ing  train  of  the  enemy  was  on  his  right  flank, 
Cheatham  detached  Wheeler  with  a  cavalry 
force  to  attack  it^  whicJ^  be  did  in  his  usual 

•See  Rebellion  Record,  Yokune  tfypage  21^  Dooomaots. 


dashing  and  successful  manner,  capturing  eleven 
wagons  and  fifty-seven  prisoners.  Under  cover 
of  these  feints,  Morgan,  hj  an  extraordinary 
night  march,  reached  the  pomt  of  his  destination 
about  sunrise,  and  in  a  short,  but  warmly  con- 
tested engagement, killed,  wounded, and  captured 
the  entire  command  of  more  than  two  thousand 
officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  General 
Morgan  and  the  subordinate  commanders,  and 
take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  forti- 
tude, endurance,  and  gallantry  of  all  engaged  in 
this  remarkable  expedition.  It  is  a  source  of 
personal '  and  official  gratification  to  perceive 
that  the  department  has  recognized  the  services 
of  the  gallant  and  meritorious  soldier  who  led 
the  expedition,  by  confirming  my  previous  nom- 
ination of  him  as  a  Brigadier-Gkneral. . 

Two  sets  of  infantry  colors  and  one  artillery 
guidon,  taken  at  Hartsville,  are  also  forwarded 
with  this  report  A  third  set  of  infantry  colors 
was  presented  by  its  captors  to  the  President, 
on  his  recent  visit  to  this  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Braxton  Braqo, 
General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JOHN  B.  MORGAK 

MbKUH^  HlADQUABmS,  CROM-RoinS  VKAR  MURmBDOBO,  \ 

Deoember  0, 1802.  / 

Colonel  Brent,  Chirf  qf  8u^: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  commanding,  a 
report  of  the  expedition  against  the  Federal 
forces  at  Hartsville. 

I  left  these  headquarters  at  10  a.  m..  on  the 
sixth  instant,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred 
of  my  command  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Duke ;  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  b^  Colonel  Hunt;  Captain  Cobb's 
battery  of  artillery ;  two  small  howitzers,  and 
two  rmed  iSlsworm  guns,  bebnging  to  my  own 
command. 

At  Lebanon  I  received  information  that  no 
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change  had  been  made  in  the  number  of  the 
Federals  at  Hartsyille,  fheir  number  being  still 
about  nine  hundred  infantry  and  four  hundred 
caviJry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  found 
afterwards  that  their  force  had  been  consider- 
ably underrated. 

I  proceeded  with  the  infantry  and  artiQeir 
to  Purcell  Ferry  on  the  Cumberlaaid  River,  send- 
ing the  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Duke, 
to  pass  at  a  ford  some  seven  miles  below  the  point 
where  we  were  to  "  rendezvous."  I  passed  my 
troops  with  great  difficulty,  there  being  but  one 
boat ;  and  about  half-past  five  on  tlie  morning 
of  the  seventh  I  arrived  at  Hague  Shops,  two 
miles  from  the  Federal  camp.  I  found  that  Col- 
onel Duke,  with  his  cavalry,  had  onlv  iust 
marched  up,  having  crossed  the  ford  with  diffi- 
culty, and  that  one  regiment  of  his  command, 
five  hundred  strong  (Colonel  Gano's),  had  not 
^et  reported.  Major  Stoner's  battalion  had  been 
eft  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland,  with 
two  mountain  howitzers,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  enemy  by  the  Lebanon  road,  and  Colonel 
Kenneth's  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Hartsville  to  picket  the  road  leading  to  Gal- 
latin, and  to  attack  any  of  the  Federals  they 
might  find  in  that  town,  to  take  possession  of 
the  Castilian  Springs,  Lafayette  and  Carthage 
roads,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy. 
This  reduced  my  force  considerably,  but  I  de- 
termined to  attack,  and  that  at  once ;  there  was 
no  time  U>  be  lost ;  day  was  bredcing,  and  the 
enemy  might  expect  strong  reinforcements  from 
CastiUan  Springs,  should  my  arrival  be  known. 
Advancing,  therefore,  with  the  cavalry,  closely 
followed  by  the  artillery  and  infantry,  I  ap- 
proached the  enemy's  position.  The  pickets 
were  found  and  shot  down.  The  Yankee  bivouac 
first  appeared  to  cover  a  long  luie  of  ground, 
and  gave  me  to  suppose  that  meir  number  was 
much  greater  Uian  I  anticipated.  On  uearine 
the  camp  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  I  could 
distinctly  see  and  hear  the  officers  ordering 
their  men  to  faH  in,  preparing  for  resistance. 
Colonel  Duke  then  dismounted  Colonel  Clarke's 
and  Colonel  Chenault's  regiments,  in  all  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  drawing  them  up 
in  line  in  a  lar^e  field  in  the  front,  and  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  which  was  then 
forming,  and  seeing  that  the  artillery  and  in- 
fantry were  in  position,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
advance  at  the  double-quick,  and  directed  Col- 
onel Chenault,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  oblique 
so  as  to  march  on  the  enemy's  flank. 

His  men  then  pressed  forward,  driving  the 
Federals  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  without  a  check, 
before  them,  until  their  right  wing  was  forced 
back  upon  their  own  left  wing  and  centre. 

Colonel  Duke  then  ordered  a  halt  until  the  in- 
fantry had  conmienced  their  attack  on  the  Fed- 
eral left  wing,  which  caused  a  retreat  of  the 
whole  line.  At  this  juncture  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoffman  and  Major  Steele,  of  Gano's  regiment, 
came  up  with  about  one  hundred  men  of  that 
regiment,  who  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ford,  and  threw  their  small  force  into  the  fight. 
My  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Duke, 


had  only  been  skirmishing,  previouaAy  to  this, 
for  about  twenty  minutes ;  but  seeing  that  Col- 
Qfxel  Hunt,  with  the  infiEmtiy,  was  pressing  hard 
upon  the  Federal's  left,  he  orderea  an  advance 
upon  the  right  wing  and  flank  of  their  new  line ; 
it  gave  way  and  ceased  firing,  and  soon  after 
surrenderea. 

Colonel  Duke  reports  that  his  men  fought  widi 
a  courage  and  coolness  which  could  not  be  sur- 
passed. 

Colonels  Clarke  and  Chenault  led  cm  their  m^ 
with  the  most  determined  bravery,  encouragiiig 
them  by  voice  and  exaniple. 

The  timely  arrival.of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoff- 
man and  Major  Steele,  and  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  showed  themselves  into  the  fight, 
had  a  very  decided  effect  upon  the  battle  at  the 
point  at  which  they  entered.  The  artillery,  mi- 
der  Captain  Cobb,  did  most  excellent  servioe, 
and  suffered  severely*  from  the  enemy's  battery, 
which  fired  with  great  precision,  blowing  up  one 
of  his  caissons  and  iimicting  a  severe  loss  oo 
that  arm. 

The  infantry  conducted  themselves  most  gal- 
lantly;- the  Second  Kentucky  suffering  imvt 
severely. 

Colonel  Bennett's  regiment,  as  I  said  bef<»«, 
was  not  in  the  fight,  having  been  sent  on  special 
service,  which  was  most  efficiently  perfonnei 
four  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  having  been 
taken  by  them,  and  twelve  Federals  killed. 

Thus,  sir,  in  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  troope 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  five  hundivd 
cavalry  (Colonel  Gano's,  Colonel  Bennett's  regi- 
ments and  Major  Stoner's  command  not  partici- 
pating in  the  fight),  seven  hundred  infantry, 
with  a  battery  of  art^ery,  in  all  about  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  strong,  defeated  and  cap- 
tured three  well-disciplined  and  well  formed 
regiments  of  infantry  with  a  regiment  of  cavaby, 
and  took  two  rifled  cannon,  the  whole  encamped 
on  their  own  ground  and  in  a  very  stroi^  posi- 
tion, taking  about  eighteen  hundred  prisonoa, 
eighteen  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  quantity  of 
ammunition,  clothing,  quartermasters'  stores,  and 
sixteen  wagons.  The  battle  was  now  over. 
The  result  exceeded  my  own  expectations,  bat 
still  I  felt  that  my  position  was  a  most  perilous 
one,  being  within  four  miles  in  a  direct  Kne  and 
only  eight  by  the  main  Gallatin  road  of  an  ene- 
my's forces  of  at  least  eight  thousand  men,  cob- 
sisting  of  infantry,  cavahy,  and  artillery,  who 
would  naturally  march  to  the  aid  of  their  oooh 
rades  on  hearing  the  report  of  our  guns.  I, 
therefore,  with  tne  assistance  of  my  staff;  got 
together  all  the  empty  wagons  left  by  the 
enemy,  loaded  them  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  stores,  and  directed  them  immediately  to 
Hart*s  Ferry 

There  was  no  time  to  be  lost  The  pickets 
placed  by  my  assistant  AdjutantrOeneral  on  the 
Castilian  Springs  road  sent  to  report  the  ad- 
vance of  a  strong  body  of  Federals,  estimated  at 
five  thousand  men. 

I  sent  to  Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  to  make  a 
show  of  resistance,  ordering  Colonel  Gano's 
regiment,  which  had  arrived,  in  support    in 
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the  meantime  I  pressed  the  passage  of  the  ford 
to  the  utmost 

This  show  of  force  caused  a  delay  in  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  idea  of  the 
number  of  my  men,  and  probably  greatly  over- 
rated my  strength,  and  gave  me  tune  to  pass  the 
ford  with  infantry,  artillery,  and  baggage  wagons. 
>  The  horses  of  my  cavalry  being  sent  back  from 
the  other  side  of  the  Ctunberland  River,  to  carry 
over  the  infantry  regiments,  it  was  time  to 
retreat  The  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  but  was 
kept  at  bay  by  the  two  regiments  before  speci- 
fied, aided  by  four  ^uns  I  had  previously  ordered 
to  be  placed  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Gmnberluid,  looking  forward  to  what  was  now 
taking  place.  The  banks  of  the  riyer,  on  both 
aides,  are  precipitous,  and  the  stream  breast 
deep,  but  our  retreat  was  effected  in  excellent 
order.  We  lost  not  a  man,  except  three  badly 
wounded,  ttiat  I  was  reluctantly  forced  to  leave 
behind.  Gavalry,  infimtry,  guns,  and  baggage 
train  safely  crossed,  with  the  exception  of  four 
wagons  which  had  been  sent  by  another  route, 
and  which  are  still  safely  hidden  in  the  woods, 
according  to  accounts  received  to-day. 

In  justice  to  my  brave  command,  I  would 
respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  names  of  those  officers  who 
contributed,  by  their  undaunted  bravery  and 
soldier-like  conduct,  to  the  bnlliant  success 
which  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate 
arms. 

To  Ck)lonel  Hunt,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
commanding  the  infantry,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
for  his  valuable  assistance.  His  conduct,  and 
that  of  his  brave  regiment,  was  perfect,  and  their 
steadiness  under  fire  remarkable. 

The  Second  Kentucky  also  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly and  suffered  severely — sixty-two  men 
killed  and  wounded,  three  regimental  officers 
left  dead  on  the  field,  sufficiently  testified  to 
their  share  in  the  fight,  and  the  resistance  they 
had  to  encounter. 

Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  paid  also  a  hieh 
price  for  ito  devotion.  It  went  into  the  field 
two  hundred  and  thirty  strong,  had  six  officers, 
with  twenty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  killed  and  wounded,  besides  six  miss- 
ing. 

Colonel  Doke,  commanding  the  cavaky,  was, 
as  he  always  has  been,  "  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place."  Wise  in  council,  gallant  in  the 
field,  nis  services  have  ever  been  invaluable 
to  me. 

I  was  informed  by  my  Adjutant-General  that 
Colonel  Bennett,  in  uie  execution  of  the  special 
service  confided  to  him,  and  in  which  he  so  en- 
tirely succeeded,  gave  proofs  of  gre&t  gallantry 
and  contempt  of  danger. 

I  owe  much  to  my  peraonal  staff  ^M^^ 
Dewellyn,  Captains  Charlton  Morgan  and  Wil- 
liams, and  Lieutenant  Tyler,  acting  as  my  Aides- 
de-Camp,  gave  proof  of  great  devotion,  being 
everywhere  in  the  hottest  fire,  and  Major 
liewellyn  received  the  sword  of  Colonel  Stew- 
art, and  the  surrender  of  his  regiment  Captain 
Morgan  and  Captain  Williams*  horses  were  killed 


under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler  was  severely 
wounded.  My  Orderly  Sergeant,  Craven  Peyton, 
received  a  shot  in  his  hip,  and  had  his  horse 
killed  by  my  side. 

I  must  nave  forgiveness  if  I  add,  with  a 
soldier*s  pride,  that  the  conduct  of  my  whole 
command  deserved  my  highest  gratitude  and 
commendation. 

Three  Federal  regimental  standards  and  five 
cavalry  guidons  fluttered  over  my  brave  column 
on  their  return  from  the  expedition.  With 
such  troops  victory  is  enchained  to  our  banners, 
and  the  issue  of  a  contest  with  our  Northern 
opponents,  even  when  they  are  double  our  force, 
no  ioncer  doubtfuL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
With  the  highest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Morgan, 

Brtgadier-0«neral. 

REP03T  OF  IfAJOR-GEyERAL  BRECKINRIDOE. 

HsADquABms  BBiOKiinuDOK'a  Divisiom,  1 
December  11, 1802.     j 

Mqior  Thos.  M,  Jack,  -4.  -4.  General: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report 
from  Colonel  R.  W.  Hanson,  commanding  First 
brigade  of  my  division,  covering  the  report  of 
Colonel  Thos.  H.  Hunt,  who  commanded  the 
Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  regiments  and 
Cobb's  battery,  in  the  recent  expedition  (under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Morgan)  aueainst 
Hartsville ;  and  also,  the  reporte  of  Major  Hewitt 
and  Captain  Morehoad,  commanding,  respec- 
tively, tne  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  of 
Cap^Lin  Cobb,  commanding  the  battery. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  officers  and  men 
specially  named  for  gallantry,  and  to  suggest,  re- 
spectfully, that  the  troops  engaged  in  this  expe- 
dition deserve  mention  in  orders  for  conduct, 
which,  in  fortitude  and  daring,  has  not  been 
surpassed  during  the  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  C.  Brbckinridoe, 

t^jor-General,  commandiog. 
REPORT  OF  OOLONEL  R.  W.  HAMSO!!. 

&KADQUASTKR0  TOSt  BriQADB,  > 

Gaxp  ifSAB  MrRTRnsBOBo,  December  11, 1802.  j 
Chlond  Buckner,  Assistant  A^utant-Oeneral : 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  General  Bragg, 
I  proceeUed,  with  mv  command,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, to  Baird's  Mill,  and  remained  two  days, 
making,  as  directed,  reconnoissance  towards 
Nashville.  General  Morgan  designated  the  Sec- 
ond and  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery  as 
the  troops  he  desired  to  accompany  him  upon 
the  Hartsville  expedition.  They  were  detached 
under  command  of  Colonel  Hunt  I  enclose, 
herewith,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Hartsville, 
and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  honorable  mention 
that  is  made  in  Major  Hewitt's  and  Colonel 
Hunt's  reports  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant 
Oldham,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment,  with 
the  hope  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to 
procure  for  him  the  proper  reward  of  his  con. 
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dnct  Sergeant  Oldham  was  the  color-bearer  of 
the  Secona  Eentacky  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
DoneLson,  and  acted  with  great  gallantry  upon 
that  occasion.  He  is  a  suitable  man  for  a  lieu- 
tenancy, being  well  qualified  as  well  as  truly 
brave.  R.  W.  Hanson, 

Colonel,  oommandipg  Brigade. 

BSPORT  OF  OOWSZL  TH03CAS  H.  HUNT. 

BBAOQUAimia  KnnB  Ebctuokt  RKHSin;        \ 
Gamp  mbas  Mcbtubboro^  Deoembor  9^  1842.  / 

2b  Captain  John  8.  Hope,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
jutcmt-Qeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
detachment  from  the  First  brigade,  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  consisting  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucly  regiment.  Major  James  W.  Hewitt,  com- 
manding, three  huncfred  and  seventy-five  strong; 
NinUi  Kentuc^  refi;iment,  Oaptain  James  T. 
Morehead,  commanaing,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  strong,  and  Cobb's  battery,  placed  under 
my  command,  as  senior  officer,  with  orders  to 
report  to  Greneral  Morgan,  left  Beard's  Mill  where 
the  brigade  was  in  bivouac,  on  Saturday  the 
sixth  instant,  about  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  w. 
Marching  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  force  until 
we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon  an  ex- 
change was  made,  when  the  infantry  mounted 
the  horses  and  rode  five  or  six  miles.  The  com- 
mand reached  Cumberland  River  about  ten 
o'clock.    The  infS&ntry,  artillery,  and   a  small 

portion  of  cavalry,  crossed  at Ferry,  the 

balance  of  the  cavalry  crossing  at  a  ford  a  few 
miles  lower  down  the  river.  The  two  boats 
used  for  crossing  were  of  small  capacity  and  in 
miserable  condition,  but  by  constant  bailing 
*they  were  kept  afloat,  and  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  command  was  safely  over. 

The  march  of  five  miles  to  Harts ville  (where 
the  battle  was  fought),  yet  to  make,  over  bad 
roads  for  artillery,  was  not  accomplished  until 
after  sunrise,  and  the  purpose  of  General  Mor- 
gan to  surprise  the  enemy  was  defeated.  When 
we  approached  in  sight  of  their  camp  we  found 
their  infantry  already  formed,  occupying  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  with  a 
deep  ravine  in  front,  and  their  artillery  in  bat- 
tery. The  troops  imder  my  command  were 
placed  in  position  west  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  battery,  ana 
sharpshooters  thrown  out  from  their  right,  but 
these  latter  were  quickly  driven  in  by  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry. 

The  Second  regiment  having  been  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth,  was  now  ordered  forward 
to  support  and  follow  up  the  success  gained  by 
the  cavalry  skirmishers.  That  they  had  hot 
work  to  accomplish  is  shown  by  meir  heavy 
loss  in  kiUed  and  wounded. 

In  the  meantine  C^tain  Cobb,  with  his  bat- 
tery, was  not  idle.  He  was  doing  good  execu- 
tion and  the  enemy  responded  with  effect,  one 
of  their  sheUs  striking  and  blowing  up  a  cais- 
son. As  the  ground  was  cleared  of  the  enemy 
opposite  our  left,  he  (Captain  Cobb)  was  orderecl 
to  take  a  new  position  with  his  battery  in  that 


direction,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment  was  ordered  forward  to  engage 
the  enemy's  left. 

My  whole  command  was  now  engaged.  The 
crest  of  the  hiU  was  reached,  and  here  com- 
menced a  desperate  struggle,  as  the  contestants 
were  only  from  thirty  to  fifty  paces  apart,  where 
they  fought  for  the  space  of  ten  minutes,  when 
the  order  to  charge  was  given  and  most  nobfy 
was. the  command  responded  to.  The  enemy 
broke  and  were  driven  to  the  river  diff,  where 
they  were  completely  surrounded  by  my  force 
in  front,  and  the  dismounted  cavaliy  on  their 
flanks  and  rear,  and  where  they  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

It  was  a  continued  success  from  the  com 
mencement  In  about  one  hour  and  a  half  from 
the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired  they  surreo- 
dered,  and  more  prisoners  were  brought  off 
than  we  had  men  m  the  action.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  commissary  and  quartermasters' storet 
were  also  secured,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  i 
large  number  of  small  arms  with  the  usual  sup- 
ply of  ammunition. 

General  Morgan  had  made  most  skilful  dis- 
position, which,  with  the  good  fighting  qualitie« 
of  the  trooj^s  engaged,  secured  success.    I  cas- 
not  speak  m  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the 
troops,  and  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  ad- 
mire, their  patient  endurance  on  the  march  or 
courage  in  the  battle.    They  marched  fifty  milei 
in  cold  winter  weather,  flie  ground  covered 
with  snow,  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Cmnber- 
land  River,  fought  a   largely  superior  force* 
strongly  nested  within  six  miles  of  their  sop- 
ports,  ana  brought  ofif  the  prisoners,  all  within 
the  space  of  thirty  hours.    Oaptain  Cobb,  with 
his  officers  and  men,  had  a  most  laborious  time 
in  getting  their  pieces  and  horses  across  tlie 
river,  ana  it  was  only  by  the  best  directed  exer- 
tions they  succeeded  at  alL    Where  officers  and 
men  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  impossible  for  mfi 
to  single  out  individual  cases  as  peculiarly  wor- 
thy of  commendation.    I  cannot,  however,  re- 
frain from  mentioning  Lieutenant  Joseph  Boie- 
dict,  who  acted  as  my  Aid  on  the  occasion.   H0 
was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of 
Major  Hewett,  Captain  Morehead,  and  Captaia 
Cobb,  and  would  oring  to  your  attention  the 
fact  that  the  former  commends  Colop^ergcant 
John  Oldham  for  his  gallant  bravery. 

The  following  is  a  sununary  of  the  loss  v» 
tained  by  my  command : 


OcnauKD. 

( 

a 

1 

1 

SeooDd  Kantttcky  regime 

Ninth  K«ntaclcy  regimeni 

Oobb'B  BatUry 
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7 
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lD<daded  in  the  above  are  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tocky  regiment,  Chas.  H.  Thomas,  First  Xiea- 
tenanty  and  John  W.  Rogers,  Second  lieutenant, 
Ck>mpaiiy  C,  killed ;  T.  M.  Home,  First  Lieuten- 
ant»  Company  A,  mortallj  wounded;  Second 
IdeTitenant  A.  J.  I^or,  Company  D,  Lieutenant 
Harding,  Company  K,  wounded.  Of  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, second  Lieutenant  Dandridge  Crockett, 
killed, First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Cleveland,  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Hunt, 

OokHMl,  oommandiog  DeUcbmeat. 
BEPOBT  or  MAJOR  HEWITT. 

HSADQVABnUS  SWOHD  KBmTCET  RSCRMBR,  \ 

Camp  MxTsransBOHo,  Deo.  0, 18d2.     f 

Oolona  ThomoB  K  HurU: 

Qm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pur- 
iniance  of  vour  orders,  I  formea  my  regiment  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  ojpposite  the 
enemy's  camp  near  Hartsville,  a  portion  of  Qen- 
era]  Morgan's  cavalry  being  at  the  same  time  on 
my  left.  When  the  orders  came  for  me  to  ad- 
vance, I  ordered  mv  regiment  forward,  and  after 
passing  the  fence  the  nature  of  the  gpround  was 
such  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  deploy  my 
regiment,  and  therefore  gave  the  order  to  deploy. 
Li  thiB  way  we  drove  the  enemy  from  their  first 
camp  and  continued  to  drive  them  until  they 
surrendered.  The  officers,  without  an  exception, 
behaved  in  the  most  gaUant  style.  They  were 
continually  in  advance  of  their  men,  urging 
them  forward ;  and  where  all  behaved  so  well,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  particularize.  Each 
seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gal- 
kntrv.  The  whole  command,  I  am  pleased  to 
say,  behaved  in  a  most  unexceptiopable  manner. 
I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  reference 
to  Color-Sergeant  John  Oldham,  whose  conduct 
and  courage  during  the  whole  engagement  elic- 
ited the  encomiums  of  both  officers  and  men. 
Appended  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  all  of  which  I  respectfully  submit 
Your  obedient  $ervant. 

Jambs  W.  HKwnr, 
lb(Jor,  oommandtng  Twenty-second  Kentaoky  regiment, 

KiUed 8 

Wounded 64 

Missing 3 

Total 65 


REFGRT  OF  CAPTAIN  JAMES  T.  HOREHKAB. 

NmB  KiarutuLi  RMmmT, 
Oamp  inuK  Murtrbxrhoho, 
necember  10, 1882. 


•} 


To  Colonel  Thomas  K  Hunt,  Commanding  In- 

fcMtry: 

Sm :  At  twelve  o'clock,  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
instant,  I,  as  senior  captam.  was  placed,  by  your 
orders,  in  command  oi  the  Ninth  Kentucky  regi- 
ment which  had,  the  day  before^  moved  to 
Baird*s  Mills,  eighteen  milea  from  Mfurfreesboro, 


and  was  at  that  time  about  to  march  against  fiie 
enemy,  reported  to  be  at  Hartsville,  Tennes- 
see. 

The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  snow 
having  fallen  the  day  before  to  some  depth,  and 
the  road  was  very  rough  ;  notwithstanoing.  the 
men  marched  steadily  during  the  day  ana  all 
night,  and  reached  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  enemy,  near  Hartsville,  at  sunrise.  Tho 
enemy  occupied  a  strong  position  in  front  of  bis 
encampment,  his  line  of  battle  stretching  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  was  separated  from 
our  forces  by  an  intervening  hollow  or  ravine. 
Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  with  Cobb's  bat- 
tery on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment  directly  in  ite  rear.  On  our  im- 
mediate left  was  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment, 
and  still  further  to  the  left  a  portion  of  two  regi- 
ments of  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Duke.  The  enemv  occupied  with  his  sharp- 
shooters the  woods  and  ravines  in  front  of  the 
left  wing  of  our  line,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
us.  Against  them  the  dismounted  cavaliy  de- 
ploved  as  skirmishers,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
dislodging  and  driving  them  back  upon  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  Kentucky 
re«^ment  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Nintn 
left  in  support  of  the  battery.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  moved  the 
regiment,  in  double-quick,  in  the  direction  of 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  going  over,  in 
our  route,  very  rough  ground,  and  through  a 
deep  ravine.  Ascending  the  hill  the  regiment 
advanced  to  the  right  of  tiie  Second  Kentucky, 
halted,  and  immediately  became  engaged,  at  less 
than  fifty  paces,  with  the  enemy.  After  fight- 
ing for  a  snort  time,  I  ordered  a  charge,  which 
was  made  with  such  gallantry  by  the  regiment, 
that  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
and  commenced  retreating  in  confudibn.  Press- 
ed closely  by  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  they  passed 
through  their  camps  and  took  refuge  under  the 
brow  of  a  hill  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  in 
rear  of  their  artillery.  The  regiment  continued 
to  move  rapidly  on  and  captured  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors,  charged  the 
line  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  liie  brink  of 
the  river,  compelling  their  immediate  surrender. 
Here  we  captured  Colonel  Moore,  commanding 
Brigade,  who,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  Cap- 
tain Crouch,  answerea  that  he  surrendered  him- 
self and  all  the  men  around  him,  meaning  the 
whole  force.  The  battle  was  now  fairly  won, 
the  firinz  had  ceased,  save  a  few  scattering  shots 
here  ana  there.  I  immediately  formed  the  regi- 
ment again  in  line  of  battle,  had  order  restored, 
stragglers  collected,  and  the  men  kept  in  their 
places.  I  sent  details  from  all  the  companies  to 
look  after  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  detailed 
Company  **  H,"  Captain  Bosche,  to  guard  the 
One  nundred  and  sixth  Ohio  regiment  captured 
by  us.  The  prisoners  being  collected,  I  was 
ordered  to  detail  Companies  "  A  and  C,"  to  guard 
them,  and  afterwards  Company  "  G."  The  regi- 
ment recrossed  the  river  and  began  its  march 
towards  Lebanon,  Tennessee.    Too  much  praise 


Digitized  by 


Google 


633 


REBELLION    BBCX)RD,    1862-^. 


cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  for 
their  spirit  and  patient  endurance  nnder  a  march 
of  almost  unexampled  hardship  and  rapidity, 
and' for  their  gallantry  and  good  condact  m 
action. 

The  regiment  had  in  battle  an  aggregate  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  casualties 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Company  A-^Lieutenant  Thomas  McOaing, 
commanding ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  B-^Oaptain  Grouch,  commanding ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  D — ^Lieutenant  Beale,  commanding ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  G — Lieutenant  Daniel,  commanding ; 
one  private  missing ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  H — Captain  £.  Bosche,  command- 
ing ;  one  private  missing  and  one  corporal 
kifled. 

Company  I — Cantain  John  Desha,  commanding ; 
three  privates  killed,  and  two  lieutenants  (J. 
W.  Cleveland  and  W.  T.  Casey)  and  three  pri- 
vates wounded. 

Company  K — ^Lieutenant  Gkdnes,  commanding ; 


killed  Lieutenant  D.  8.  Grodutt^  iod  qob  po- 
vate. 

Total:  Killed, sevtti ;  woanded,tea;iBkB^ 
nine. 

All  of  which  ifl  respecif  oily  subinittei 
Jambs  T.  Mobsbk&d. 
OsptaiD,  commanriing  Ninth  Entad^  U^sa, 

KeaPOBT  OP  CAPTAIN  O0B8L 

Beport  (fKiUed  and  Wotmded  in(k^l 

CoWs  OomMxny  of  Lighl  AfHUery,  in  ike  1 

iion  near  Hartevitte,  TennesBee,  on  Susdm.  »- 

seventh  December,  1862. 

Killed :  Sergeant  W.  £.  EHieridge;  hifiUi 
David  Watts  and  Sanderfer.    Totd  3. 

Wounded  and  left  on  the  field  onaccc^  ' 
severity  of  wounds : — Goiporai  James  Deo: 
Privates  T.  C.  Oamhill,  B.  P.  Perdue,  HeoiT  ?.. 
liams.    Total  4. 

Wounded  and  not  left: — ^Private  John Lr- 
ard  (slightly),  John  Thomas,  R.  F.Lear.  T(^: 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  10. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

RCoA 


KiUed,  Wounded,  and  AGaaing. 
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BEAITKEGABD'S  LETTfiB   TO    PIEBBB 
SOULE. 


Hbadquabtbrs  DBPAsaonr  op  Soun') 

CmmouxAj  Oboegu,  ahd  Florida,     V 

Gbablbioh,  S.  C,  December  8, 1868. J 

Eon.  Pierre  Sotde,  Richmond,  Va, : 

My  Dbar  Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest made  on  the  eve  of  your  departure  for 
Richmond,  I  have  prepared  for  you  a  sketch  of 
certain  operations  by  which  we  may  yet  retrieve 
our  late  losses,  and  possibly  baffle  the  inmiense 
resources  of  men  and  available  material  of  our 
enemy : 


Gsa  WiL  Bbkst. 

1.  The  system  hitherto  followed  of  ke^ 
in  the  field  separate  armiea,  active  withooto^ 
cert  on  distant  and  diverging  an»  of  (^ 
tions,  and  thus  enabling  our  advenaiy  tooK 
centrate  at  convenience  his  masses  agunti  cc 
firactions,  must  be  disoontinued  as  ndicaU^  ok^ 
trary  to  the  prindplea  of  the  art  of  ^nt^^ 
attended  with  inevitable  results  each  tf  <^ 
disasters  in  MisBissippi,  TenneoMe,  a&d  y<^ 
em  Gfeorgia. 

2.  We  must  arrange  for  a  sadden  ud  nf« 
concentration,  upon  some  selected, deda^^J 
tegic  point  of  the  theatre  of  war,  rfaw 
troops  to  crush  the  forces  of  the  eDaay  ^ 
bodied  in  that  quarter.    This  moit  vxmft^ 
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be  done  at  the  expense  or  hazard,  for  the  time, 
of  other  points  less  important,  or  offering  less 
adTantages;  for  striking  the  enemy  a  blow 
thus  struck  will  necessarily  disor^Emize  his 
oombinations  and  give  ns  the  choice  of  the 
field  of  operations. 

I  am  sensibly  aware  of  onr  limited  means, 
our  want  of  men,  the  material  appliances  of  war 
and  of  transportation,  and  hence  the  difficul- 
ties which  will  embarrass  ns  in  the  execution  of 
this  plan  of  concentration ;  but  I  see  no  way  to 
success  except  through  and  by  it  A  different 
course  may  indeed  protract  the  contest,  which 
will  become  day  by  oay  more  unequal ;  we  may 
fight  stoutly,  as  hitherto,  m&ny  more  bloody 
and  indecisive  battles,  but  will  never  win  a  sig- 
nal, conclusive  victory,  until  we  can  manage  to 
throw  a  heavy  and  overwhelming  mass  of  our 
forces  upon  the  firactions  of  the  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  successfully  strike  at  his  com- 
munications, without  exposing  our  own. 

I  believe  this  may  yet  be  done.  Not  know- 
ing, however,  our  present  available  forces,  and 
their  locations,  I  ami  unable  to  make  a  definite 
or  detailed  plan  of  operations.  But  I  believe  I 
am  warranted  in  assuming  that  we  have  under 
arms  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  effective 
men,  distributed  nearly  as  follows : 

Id  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
say 40,000 

Department  of  Alabama  and  Mississip- 
pi, say. 16,000 

Under  Hardee  (including  Longstreet), 
say 60,000 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Florida,  say 28,000 

Department  of  l^rth  Carolina,  say 7,000 

Department  of  Virginia,  say 60,000 

Total 210.000 

Looking  at  a  map  of  the  Confederate  States, 
it  win  be  seen  that  the  most  injurious  blow 
which  tiie  enemy  could  strike  at  present  would 
be  to  take  possession  of  Atlanta — thus  isolating 
still  more  completely  the  Trans-Mississippi 
States,  and  detaching,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  from  the 
Eastern  portion  of  the  Confederacv.  It  would 
also  be  a  deplorable  injury  to  the  energetic, 
populous  State  of  Georgia,  and  cripple  the  re- 
sources of  that  people.  We  should,  therefore, 
regard  Atlanta  as  tne  actual  objective  point  of 
tile  large  force  which  the  enemv  has  concen- 
trated about  Chattanooga,  and  the  one  which 
we  must,  at  all  cost,  prevent  him  from  obtain- 
ing. In  this  state  of  affiurs,  throwing  aside  all 
other  considerations,  subordinating  all  other 
operations  to  this  one  vital  campaign,  at  a  con- 
certed moment  we  must  withdraw  from  other 
points  a  portion  of  their  forces — all,  indeed,  not 
absolutely  essential  for  keeping  up  a  show  of 
defence  or  safe't^  against  a  coujK^main— and 
concentrate  in  this  way  every  available  soldier 
possible,  for  operations  against  General  Grant 

Such  strategio  points  as  Richmond,  Weldon, 
Wilmington,  Uharfeston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  and 


Meridian,  or  Jackson,  Miss.,  at  the  same  time, 
should  be  fortified,  garrisoned,  and  provisioned, 
according  to  their  present  relative  value  to  the 
Confederate  States,  sufficiently  to  prolong  their 
defence,  if  attacked  or  besieged,  until  troops 
for  their  relief  could  be  detached  as  required 
^m  the  army  in  Northrwestem  Georgia.  I 
will  now  state,  approximately,  what  troops  may, 
in  my  belief,  be  drawn  from  the  following  quar- 
tera,  and  added  to  the  army  at  or  about  Dalton, 
namely: 

From  Alabama  and  Mississippi 10,000 

From  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Flor- 
ida     8,000 

From  North  Carolina 2,000 

From  Virginia 20,000 

Total 40,000 

These  forty  thousand  men,  added  with  celerity 
to  the  force  now  under  Hardee,  and  including 
that  under  Longstreet,  and  o&er  detachments, 
would  make  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men.  Let  this  army  take  the  offensive  at  once, 
and,  properly  handled,  it  should  crush  any  force 
that  Grant  could  assemble  in  time  and  oppose, 
scattered,  as  he  evidently  is,  and  unprepared,  as 
he  would  be,  for  such  an  'event  To  insure  the 
success  of  a  plan  of  operations,  the  press  must 
be  led  to  preserve  complete  silence  touching  all 
military  movements.  Depots  of  subsistence,  mu- 
nitions of  war,  ambulances,  wagons,  horses,  etc., 
should  be  established  at  certam  points,  not  too 
far  from  Atlanta^  for  rapid  concentration  at  the 
proper  time.  Meantime,  whatsoever  troops  that 
could  safely  be  withdrawn  from  the  departments 
already  indicated,  should  be  quickly,  quietly 
concentrated  at  suitable  central  points,  thence 
to  be  thrown  forward  with  all  possible  despatch 
to  Dal  ton,  with  all  the  means  of  transportation 
available,  of  all  sorts.  At  the  same  time,  the 
officer  appointed  to  command  this  large  army 
should  make  all  his  preparations  for  such  a 
trusij  and  the  sudden  accumulation  of  troops  of 
all  arms,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  mould  it  into 
a  homogeneous  mass  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
to  inaugurate  offensive  operations  without  loss 
of  one  moment  of  time  tnat  may  be  obviated ; 
and  further,  he  must  be  invested  with  an  unre^ 
strictedf  unembarrassed  selection  of  staff  officers, 
and  thoroughly  emancipated  from  the  least  subor- 
dination to  the  views  and  control  of  the  heads 
of  bureaus  at  Richmond — a  reproduction,  in  this 
war,  of  that  fatal  Austrian  system  with  which 
no  eminently  successful  conmiander  ever  had  to 
contend— a  pernicious  plan  of  administration 
which  will  clog  and  hamper  the  highest  military 
genius,  whether  of  a  Napoleon  or  Caesar. 

I  believe  the  success  of  the  plan  of  campaign 
thus  sketched,  and  the  utter  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
would  be  almost  certain. 

The  question  would  next  be,  whether  to  pur- 
sue the  routed  enemy  with  vigor  to  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  or  to  return  to  the 
several  sources,  whence  the  army  was  gathered, 
their  respective  detachments  or  quotas  for  the 
campaign.    This  should  be  left,  however,  to  be 
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detOTmined  bj  the  Datore  of  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions at  the  tune. 

I  must  finally  remark  that,  were  it  possible  to 
concentrate,  with  sufficient  expedition,  at  or 
about  Knozville,  such  an  army  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, that  would  be  the  better  point  whence  to 
take  the  offensive  into  Middle  Tennessee  than 
Dalton — ^that  is,  according  the  principles  of  the 
art,  would  promise  more  decisive  results ;  for 
it  is  evident  we  should  thus  tiireaten  the  ene- 
my's conununications  without  exposing  our  own. 
(Ftinciple  IL,  Art  of  War),  "ie  secret  de  la 
ouerre  est  dans  U  secret  des  communioatums" — 
Napoleon.  By  a  movement  from  KnoxviUe,  we 
should  be  doing  what  is  taught  in  connection 
with  the  Third  Maxim  (Art  of  War),  to  wit: 
**  That  part  of  the  base  of  operations  is  the  most 
advantageotis  to  break  out  from  into  the  theatre 
of  war  which  conducts  the  most  directly  on  the 
enemy's  flank  or  rear"  There  may  lie,  how 
ever,  such  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
executio;i  of  such  a  movement  on  that  line  as 
may  not  make  it  advisable  to  adopt  it  ^  The 
whole  science  of  war,"  it  has  been  well  said, 
**  may  be  briefly  defined  as  the  art  of  placing,  in 
the  right  position,  at  the  right  time,  a  mass  of 
troops  greater  than  your  enemy  can  there  op- 

Eose  to  you."    These  conditions,  I  sincerely  be- 
eve,  may  be  filled  by  very  much  such  a  plan  as 
the  one  which  I  have  hurriedly  placed  oefore 
you.    Of  course  my  views  must  be  subject  to 
such  modification  as  my  want  of  precise  inform 
mation  relative  to  ihe  number  and  location  of 
our  troops  may  render  necessary. 
The  hour  is  critical  and  grave — 
«  The  enwDj  inoreMeth  every  day, 
We,  at  the  height,  are  ready  to  decline." 

I  am  filled  with  intense  anxiety  lest  golden 
opportunities  shall  be  lost— 4ost  forever.  In  no 
theatre  of  human  actions  is  it  so  true  as  in 
war — 

«  There  Is  a  tide  in  the  aflblrs  of  men, 
Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortone 
Omitted,  an  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bonnd  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

e  e  «  e  e  e 

And  we  must  take  the  current  whep  It  serves, 
Or  lose  oar  ventnres.'' 

It  is  concentration  and  immediate  mobility 
that  are  indispensable  to  save  us. 
Tours,  sincerely, 

G.  T.  BSAUftEQAUD. 

Official:        A.  Tbbby, 

A.  A.OenoraL 


Doc.  54. 

BATTLES  OP  OOMNTH  AND  HATCHEB 
BBIDOB.* 

BSPOBT  OF  1CAJ0IU3ENERAL  VAN  D0RN.« 

HKASQuiBxns  Abmt  or  Wwn  Tkhvobb,) 
BoLLT  Sramos,  Mas.,  Oct.  20, 1862.     / 

Gbitkral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth : 
Having  established  batteries  at  Port  Hudson, 

•  See  Bebemon  Baoord,  voL  6,  page  4 


secured  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  the  navi^ 
gation  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  Yicksburg,t 
turned  my  especial  attention  to  afiairs  in  the 
northern  portion  of  my  district 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  August  I  received  a 
despatch  from  General  Bragg,  informing  me 
that  he  was  about  to  march  into  Kentudcy,  and 
would  leave  to  General  Price  and  myself  tha 
enemy  in  West  Tennessee.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  September  I  received  a  communication  from 
General  Price,  in  which  was  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  despatch  from  General  Bragg  above  nuaed, 
making  an  offer  to  co-operate  witii  me.  At  thii 
time  General  Breckinridge  was  operating  on^ 
Mississippi  River,  between  Baton  Rouge  ud 
Port  Hudson,  with  aU  the  available  force  I  had 
for  the  field ;  therefore  I  could  not  accept  Gen- 
eral Price's  proposition.  Upon  the  return,  how- 
ever, of  General  Breckinridge,  t  immediataly 
addressed  (General  Price,  ^ving  my  views  in 
full  in  regfffd  to  the  campaign  in  West  Tenae^ 
see,  and  stating  that  I  was  then  ready  to  ioia 
him  with  all  my  troops.  In  the  meantime  oroeis 
were  received  by  lum,  from  General  Bragg,  to 
follow  Rosecrans  across  the  Tennessee  St« 
into  Middle  Tennessee,  whither  it  was*then  ao^ 
posed  he  had  eone.  Upon  ^e  receipt  of  ^ 
mtelligence  I  felt  at  once  that  all  my  hopes  of 
accomplishing  anything  in  West  Tennessee,  witii 
my  sinall  force,  were  marred.  I  never^eai 
moved  up  to  Davis'  MiU.  a  few  miles  from  Grand 
Junction,  Tennessee,  with  the  intention  of  d^ 
fending  my  distriet  to  the  best  of  my  abtlil^. 
and  to  make  a  demonstation  in  favor  of  Geneni 
Price ;  to  which  latter  end,  idso,  I  marched  my 
whole  command,  on  tiie  twentieth  day  of  Sep* 
tember,  to  within  seven  miles  of  Bolivar,  driv- 
ing three  brigades  of  tiie  enemy  back  to  that 
Slace,  and  forcing  the  return  from  CSorinth  of  one 
ivision  (Ross's)  which  had  been  sent  there  to 
strengthen  Grant's  army. 

General  Price,  in  obedience  to  his  ardcn, 
marched* in  the  direction  of  luka,  to  croaa  tin 
Tennessee,  but  was  not  long  in  discovering  that 
Rosecrans  had  not  crossed  tiiat  stream.  Thii 
officer,  in  connection  with  Grant,  attacked  bim 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  and  oobi- 
pelled  him  to  fall  back  towards  Baldwin,  oo  tin 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  On  the  twenty-fiAh 
day  of  the  same  month  I  received  a  de^att^ 
by  courier,  from  General  Price,  stating  that  kt 
was  at  Baldwin,  and  was  then  ready  to  join  ma 
with  his  forces  in  an  attack  on  Corinth,  aa  had 
been  previously  suggested  by  me.  We  met  at 
Ripley,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  afr 
cording  to  agreement,  and  marched  the  oezt 
momine  towards  Pocahontas,  whidi  place  wt 
reached  on  the  firat  of  October.  Prom  all  tin 
information  I  could  obtain,  the  following  wu 
the  *"  situation"  of  the  Federal  amy  at  that 
time:  Sherman  at  Memphis,  with  about  «x 
thousand  men ;  Hurlbert,  afterwards  Ord,  at  B»' 
ivar,  with  about  eight  thousand ;  Grant  (hw- 
quartera  at  Jackson),  with  about  three  tbooaand ; 
Rosecrans  at  Gorinth,  with  about  fifteen  tbott- 
suid ;  together  with  the  following  ouQ>oetB,vift: 
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BiflDzi,  twenty-five  hundred ;  BumviUe,  Jacinto, 
and  luka,  about  six  thousand.  At  important 
bridges,  and  on  garrison  duty,  about  two  or 
three  thousand,  makinfi:  in  the  aggregate  about 
forty-two  thousand  (42,000)  men  ir  Wesl  Ten- 
nessee. Memphis,  Jackson,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth 
were  fortified,  the  works  moimting  siege  ^ims, 
the  outposts  slightly  fortified,  having  field-pieces. 
Memphis,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth  are  in  the  arc  of 
a  circle,  the  chord  of  which,  from  Memphis  to 
Corinth,  makes  an  angle  with  due  east  line  about 
fifteen  degrees  south.  Bolivar  is  about  eaui- 
distant  from  Memphis  and  Corinth,  somewhat 
Bearer  the  latter,  and  is  at  the  intersection  of 
^ie  Hatchie  River  and  the  Mississippi  Central 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Corinth  is  the  strongest,  but 
the  most  salient  point  Surveying  the  whole 
field  of  operations  before  me,  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately, the  conclusion  forced  itself  irre- 
sistibly upon  my  mind  that  the  taking  of  Coring 
was  a  condition  precedental  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  anything  in  West  Tennessee.  To  take 
Memphis  would  be  to  destroy  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  without  any  aae(^uate  military  ad- 
vantage, even  admitting  that  it  could  be  held, 
without  heavy  guns,  against  the  enemy's  guns 
and  mortar  boats.  The  line  of  fortifications 
around  Boliver  is  intersected  by  the  ELatchie 
Biver,  rendering  it  impossible  to  take  the  place 
by  qmck  assault,  and  reinforcements  could  be 
thrown  in  from  Jackson  bv  railroad,  and,  situ- 
ated as  it  is,  in  the  angle  of  the  three  fortified 
places,  an  advance  upon  it  would  expose  both 
my  flanks  and  rear  to  an  attack  from  the  forces 
at  Memphis  and  Corinth. 

It  was  clear,  to  my  mind,  that  if  a  successful 
attack  could  be  made  upon  Corinth  from  tiie 
west  and  north-west,  the  forces  there  driven 
back  on  the  Tennessee  and  cut  off,  Bolivar  and 
Jackson  would  easily  fall,  and  then,  upon  the 
'arrival  of  the  exchange  prisoners  of  war.  West 
Tennessee  would  soon  be  in  our  possession,  and 
oommunication  with  General  Joragg  effected 
through  Middle  Tennessee.  The  attack  on  Cor- 
inth was  a  military  necessity,  requiring  prompt 
and  vigorous  action.  It  was  being  strengthened 
daily  under  that  astute  soldier,  Generd  Rose- 
crans ;  convalescents  were  returning  to  fill  his 
ranks ;  new  levies  were  arriving  to  mcrease  his 
brigades,  and  fortifications  were  being  con- 
structed at  new  points,  and  it  was  very  evident 
that  unless  a  sudden  and  vigorous  blow  could  be 
struck  there  at  once,  no  hope  could  be  entertained 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  a  base  of  operations 
BO  convenient ;  that  in  the  event  of  misfortune 
to  Bragg,  in  Kentucky,  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  would  be  lost  to  us  before  winter. 
To  have  waited  for  the  arrival,  arming,  cloth- 
ing, and  organization  of  the  excnanged  prison- 
ers would  have  been  to  wait  for  &e  enemy  to 
strengthen  themselves  more  than  we  could  pos- 
sibly do.  With  these  reflections,  and  after  ma^ 
ture  deliberation,  I  determined  to  attempt  Cor- 
inth. I  had  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 
Field  returns  at  Ripley  showed  my  strength  to 
be  about  twenty-two  thousand  men.    Rosecrans 


at  Corinth  had  about  fifteen  thousand,  with 
about  eight  thousand  additional  men  at  out- 
posts, from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  distant  I 
might  surprise  him  and  carry  the  place  before 
these  troops  could  be  brought  in.  I  therefore 
marched  towards  Pocahontas,  threatening  BoK- 
vsf ,  then  turned  suddenly  across  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia  and  attacked  Corinth  without 
hesitation,  and  did  surprise  that  place  before  the 
outpost  garrisons  were  called  in.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  this  blow  should  be  sudden  and  deci- 
sive, and  if  unsuccessfiil,  that  I  should  with-, 
draw  rapidly  from  the  position  between  the  two 
armies  of  Ord  and  Rosecrans.  The  troops  were 
in  fine  spirits,  and  the  whole  Army  of  West 
Tennessee  seemed  eager  to  emulate  the  armies 
of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kentucky,  No  army 
every  inarched  to  battle  with  prouder  steps, 
more  hopeful  countenances,  or  with  more  cour- 
age than  marched  the  Army  of  Tennessee  out 
of  Ripley,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  on  its  way  to  Corinth.  Fully 
alive  to  the  responsibility  of  my  position  aa 
commander  of  the  army,  and  after  mature  and 
deliberate  reflecfcion,  the  march  was  ordered. 
The  ground  was  well  known  to  me,  and  re- 

Suired  no  study  to  determine  where  to  make 
le  attack.  The  bridge  over  the  Hatchie 
was  soon  reconstructed,  and  the  army  crossed 
atibur  o'dock  a.  m.,  on  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber. Adams'  brigade  of  cavalry  was  left  to 
§uard  this  approach  to  our  rear,  and  to  protect 
le  train  which  was  parked  between  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia.  Colonel  Hawkins*  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  Captain  Dawson's  battery  of  artil- 
lery, were  also  left  in  the  Boneyard  road,  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  the  bridge.  The  army 
bivouacked  at  Chewalla,  after  the  drivine  in 
of  some  pickets  from  that  vicinity  by  Arm- 
strong's and  Jackson's  cavalry.  This  point  is 
about  ten  miles  from  Corinth. 

At  daybreak  on  the  third  the  march  was 
resumed,  the  precaution  having  been  taken  to 
cut  the  raibroad  between  Corinth  and  Jackson 
with  a  squadron  of  Armstrong's  cavaky .  Lo veil's 
division  in  front  kept  the  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad, 
Price,  after  marching  on  the  same  road  about 
five  miles,  turned  to  the  left,  crossing  the  rail- 
road, and  formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  tho 
outer  line  of  intrenchments,  and  about  three 
miles  from  Corinth.  Lovell  formed  line  of  battle, 
after  some  heavy  skirmishing  (having  to  con^ 
struct  a  passage  across  the  cuy  bed  of  Indian 
Creek  for  his  artillery,  under  fire),  on  the  right 
and  in  front  of  the  same  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  following  was  the  first  order  of  battle : 
The  three  briwides  of  Lovell's  division,  Ville- 
pigue's,  Boweirs,  and  Bust's  in  line,  with  reserve 
in  rear  of  each ;  Jackson's  cavahy  brigade  on  the 
right  in  echelon.  The  left  flank  of  me  division 
on  the  Charleston  Railroad.  Price's  corps  on  the 
left,  with  the  right  flank  resting  on  the  same 
road.  Maury's  division  on  the  right,  with 
Moore's  and  Phifer's  brigade  in  line ;  Cabell's  in 
reserve,     Hebert's  division  on  the  left,  with 
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Gates  and  Martin's  brigade  in  line ;  Colbert's  in 
reserve.  Armstrong's  cavalry  bripide  on  the 
extreme  left,  somewnat  detached  and  oat  of  view. 
Hebert's  left  was  masked  behind  a  timbered 
bridee,  with  orders  not  to  bring  it  ii^to  action 
nntilthe  last  moment  This  was  done  in  hopes 
of  indncing  the  enemy  to  weaken  his  right  bv 
reinforcing  his  centre  and  left,  where  the  attack 
was  first  to  be  made,  that  his  right  might  be 
forced. 

At  ten  o'clock  all  skirmishers  were  driven 
into  the  intrenchments,  and  the  two  armies  were 
in  line  of  battle,  confronting  each  other  in  force. 
A  belt  of  fallen  timber,  or  abatis,  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,  jextended  along  the  whole 
line  of  intrenchments.  This  was  to  be  crossed. 
The  attacked  conmienced  on  the  right  by  Lovell's 
division,  and  extended  gradually  to  the  lefty  and 
by  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  whole  line  of  outer 
works  was  carried,  several  pieces  of  artillery 
being  taken.  The  enemy  made  several  ineffec- 
tual efforts  to  hold  their  ground,  forming  line  of 
battle  at  advantageous  points,  and  resisting  ob- 
stinately our  advance  to  the  second  line  of 
detached  works.  ^  I  had  been  in  hopes  that  one 
dav's  operations  would  end  the  contest,  and  de- 
cide who  should  be  the  victors  on  this  bloody 
field;  but  a  ten  miles'  march*  over  a  parched 
country,  on  dusty  roads,  without  water,  getting 
into  line  of  battle  in  forests  with  undergrowth, 
and  the  more  than  usual  activity  and  determined 
courage  displayed  by  the  enemv,  commanded  by 
one  of  the  siblest  Generals  of  the  United  States 
army,  who  threw  all  possible  obstacles  in  our 
way  that  an  active  mind  could  suggest,  pro- 
longed the  battle  until  I  saw  with  regret  the  sun 
sink  behind  the  horizon  as  the  last  shot  of  our 
sharpshooters  followed  the  retreating  foe  into 
their  innermost  lines.  One  hour  more  of  day- 
light, and  victory  would  have  soothed  our  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  gallant  dead  who  sleep  on  that 
lost  but  not  dishonored  field.  The  army  slept 
on  their  arms  within  six  hundred  yards*  of 
Corinth,  victorious  so  far. 

During  the  night  three  batteries  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  ridge  overlooking  the 
town  from  the  west,  just  where  the  hilk  dip 
into  the  flat  extending  into  the  railroad  depot, 
with  instructions  to  open  on  the  town  at  n>ur 
o'clock  A.  M.  Hebert  on  the  left  was  ordered 
to  mass  part  of  his  division  on  his  left ;  to  put 
Cabell's  brigade  in  echelon  on  the  left  also 

S Cabell's  brigade  being  detached  firom  Murray's 
livision  for  this  purpose) ;  to  move  Armstrong's 
cavalry  brieade  across  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  some  of  his 
artillery  in  position  across  the  road.  In  this 
order  of  battle  he  was  directed  to  attack  at  day- 
break with  his  whole  force,  swinging  his  left 
flank  in  towards  Corintli,and  advance  down  the 
Piirdy  ridge.  Lovell  on  tiie  extreme  right  with 
two  of  his  brigades  in  line  of  battle,  and  one  in 
reserve,  with  Jackson's  cavalry  on  tiie  extreme 
right  on  College  Hill,  his  left  flank  resting  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  was  order- 
ed to  await  in  this  order,  or  to  feel  his  way 


along  slowly  v^ith  his  sharpshooters  untfl  He- 
bert was  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  left  He  was  then  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
assault,  and  force  his  right  inwards  across  the 
low  grounds  south-west  of  the  town.  'Hie  cen- 
tre, under  Maury,  was  to  move  at  the  same  time 
3uickly  to  the  front,  and  directly  at  Corinth, 
ieickson  was  directed  to  bum  the  railroad  brid^ 
over  the  Tuscumbia,  during  the  night  Da^iignt 
came,  and  there  was  no  attack  on  the  left  A 
staff  ofiicer  was  sent  to  Hebert  to  inquire  ttie 
cause.    That  officer  could  not  be  found. 

Another  messenger  was  sent,  and  a  third ;  and 
about  seven  o'clock  General  Hebert  came  to  my 
headquarters  and  reported  sick.  General  Price 
then  put  Brigadier-General  Green  in  command 
of  the  left  wing ;  and  it  was  eight  o'clock  before 
the  proper  dispositions  for  the  attack  at  this 
point  were  made.  In  the  mean  time  the  troops 
of  Maury's  left  became  engaged  v^ith  the  eneiny% 
sharpshoooters,  and  the  battle  was  brought  on, 
and  extended  along  the  whole  centre  and  left 
wing,  and  I  regretted  to  observe  that  my  whde 
plan  of  attack  was,  b^  this  unfortunate  delay, 
disarranged.  One  brigade  after  another  went 
gallantly  into  Hie  action,  and  pushing  forward 
through  direct  and  cross-fire,  over  every  obsta- 
cle, reached  Corinth,  and  planted  their  colon  on 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy.  A  hand  to 
hand  contest  was  being  enacted  in  the  very 
yard  of  General  Rosecrans'  headquarters,  and  in 
the  streets  of  the  town.  The  heavy  euns  wete 
silenced,  and  all  seemed  about  to  oe  ended 
when  a  heavy  fire  from  fresh  troops  from  Inks, 
Bumsville,  and  Rienzi,  that  had  succeeded  is 
reaching  Corinth  in  time,  poured  into  our 
thinned  ranks.  Exhausted  from  loss  of  sleep, 
wearied  from  hard  marching  and  fighting,  oooh 
panies  in  regiments  without  officers,  our  troops 
(let  no  one  censure  them)  gave  way.  The  dir 
was  lost  I  Lovell's  division  was  at  diis  time  » 
vancing  pursuant  to  orders,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  assaulting  the  works  when  he  received 
my  orders  to  throw  one  of  his  brigades  (Vifle' 

Eigue's)  rapidly  to  the  centre  to  cover  the 
roken  ranks  thrown  back  from  Corinth,  and 
to  prevent  a  sortie,  ^e  then  moved  his  wholt 
division  to  the  left  and  was  soon  afterwaidf 
ordered  to  move  slowly  back,  and  take  positioo 
on  Indian  Creek,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
turning  our  flank.  The  centre  and  left  were  with- 
drawn on  the  same  road  on  which  they  ap- 
proached, and  being  somewhat  in  oonfosKm  oa 
account  of  loss  of  officers,  fatigue,  thirst,  wut 
of  sleep,  thinned  ranks,  and  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  Villepigue's  brigade  was  brought  in  op- 
portunely and  covered  the  road  to  Cbewaita. 
Lovell  came  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  army,  and 
all  bivouacked  again  at  Cliewalla.  No  eneny 
disturbed  the  sleep  of  the  weary  troops.  Dm- 
ing  the  night  I  had  a  bridge  constructed  over 
the  Tuscumbia,  and  sent  Annstrong's  and  Ja^- 
son's  cavalry,  witii  a  battery  of  artiflery,  to  seiie 
and  hold  Rienzi  until  the  army  oame  up,  intend- 
ing to  march  to  and  hold  tliat  point,  but  titer 
cofisultation  with  General  Price,  who  repre- 
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sented  bis  troops  to  be  somewbat  disorganized, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  return  by  tbe  same 
road  we  came,  and  fall  back  towards  Ripley  and 
Oxford.  Anticipating  that  the  Bolivar  force 
would  move  out  and  dispute  my  passage  across 
the  Hatcbie  bridge,  I  pushed  rapidly  on  to  that 
point,  in  hopes  of  reaching  and  securing  the 
bridge  before  their  arrival ;  but  I  soon  learned, 
by  couriers  from  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  that  1 
would  be  too  late.  I  nevertheless  pushed  on 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  the  enemy  until 
I  could  get  my  train  and  reserve  artillery  un- 
parked  and  on  the  Boneyard  road  to  the  cross- 
mg  at  Crumb's  Mills  (this  road  branches  off 
south  from  the  State-line  road,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  run- 
ning south  or  up  the  ELatchie).  No  contest  of 
k)ng  duration  could  be  made  here,  as  it  was 
evident  that  the  army  of  Corinth  would  soon 
make  its  appearance  on  our  right  flank  and  rear. 
The  trains  and  reserve  artillery  were  therefore 
immediately  ordered  on  the  Boneyard  road, 
and  orders  were  sent  to  Armstrong  and  Jack- 
son to  change  their  direction,  and  cover  the  front 
and  flank  of  the  trains  until  they  crossed  the 
Hatchie,  and  then  to  cover  them  iu  front  untQ 
they  were  on  the  Ripley  road.  The  enemy 
were  then  engaged  beyond  the  ELatchie  bridge 
by  small  fragments  of  Maury's  division  as  thev 
could  t>e  hastened  up,  and  were  kept  in  check 
snfSciently  long  to  get  everything  off.  Greneral 
Ord  commanded  the  forces  of  tiae  enemy,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  into  position  before  any 
number />f  our  travel-worn  troops  could  be  got 
into  line  of  battle.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  they  were  driven  back  across  tiie 
bridge,  but  thev  maintained  their  position  on 
the  mils  overlooking  it,  under  their  gallant  leader, 
Oeneral  Price,  untd  orders  were  sent  to  fall 
back  and  take  up  their  line  of  march  on  the 
Boneyard  road,  in  rear  of  the  whole  train.  At 
one  time,  fearing  that  the  enemy,  superior  in 
jiumbers  to  the  whole  force  I  had  in  advance  of 
the  train,  would  driye  us  back,  I  ordered  Gen- 
eral Lfovell  to  leave  one  brigade  to  guard  the 
reserve  to  Tuscumbia  bridge,  and  to  push  for- 
ward with  the  other  two  to  the  front  This 
order  was  quickly  executed,  and  very  soon  the 
splendid  brigades  of  Rust  and  Yillepigue  made 
their  appearance  close  at  hand. 

The  army  corps  of  <Oeneral  Price  was  with- 
drawn, and  Yillepigue  filed  in  and  took  position 
as  rear  guard  to  the  army  against  Ord's  forces. 
Rust  was  ordered  forward  to  report  to  General 
Price,  who  was  directed  to  cross  the  Hatchie  at 
Crumb's  mills,  and  .take  position  to  cover  the 
crossing  of  the  teams  and  artillery.  Bowen  was 
left  at  'Tuscumbia  Bridge,  as  a  rear  guard  against 
the  advance  of  Rosecrans  from  Corinth,  with 
orders  to  defend  that  bridge  until  the  trains 
were  unparked  and  on  the  road.  Then  to  cross 
the  bridge  and  bum  it,  and  to  join  Yillepi^e 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads.  In  the  execution 
of  this  order,  and  whilst  in  position  near  the 
bridge,  the  head  of  the  Corinth  army  made  its 
appearance  and  engaged  him,  but  was  repulsed 


with  heavy  loss,  and  in  a  manner  that  reflected 
great  credit  on  General  Bowen  and  his  brigade. 
The  army  was  not  again  molested  on  its  retreat 
to  Ripley,  nor  on  its  march  to  this  place.  The 
foUowing  was  found  to  be  our  loss  in  the 
severest  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
march  to  and  from  Corinth,  viz.:  killed,  594; 
wounded,  2,162 ;  prisoners  and  missing,  2^02. 
One  piece  of  artillery  was  driven  in  the  night 
by  a  mistake  into  &e  enemy's  lines  and  cap- 
tured. Four  pieces  were  taken  at  the  Hatchie 
l»idge,  the  horses  being  shot  'Nine  wagons 
were  upset  and  abandoned  bv  teamsters  on  the 
night's  marcdi  to  Qrumb's  mills.  8ome  baggage 
was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons,  not  amounting 
to  any  serious  loss. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured  from 
the  enemy  at  Corinth  by  General  Lovell's  divis- 
ion, one  of  which  was  brought  offl  Five 
pieces  were  also  taken  by  General  Price's  corps, 
two  of  which  were  brought  ofT.  Thus  making 
a  loss  to  us  of  only  two  pieces.  The  onemy^ 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their  own 
accounts,  was  over  three  thousand.  We  took 
over  three  hundred  prisoners.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  taken  from  us  were  the  stragglers 
from  the  army  on  the  retreat 

The  retreat  from  Corinth  was  not  a  rout,  as  it 
has  been  industriously  represented  by  the  ene- 
my, and  by  the  cowardlv  deserters  from  the 
army.  The  division  of  Gleneral  Lovell  formed 
line  of  battle,  facing  the  rear,  on  several  occa- 
sions, when  it  was  reported  the  enemy  was 
near ;  but  not agun  was  fired  after  the  armv  re- 
tired from  the  Hatchie  and  Tuscumbia  bridges. 
Nor  did  the  enemy  follow,  except  at  a  respect- 
ful distance.  Although  many  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  and  in  the  af^  of  Hatchie 
bridge,  came  imder  my  personal  observations. 
I  wSl  not  mention  them  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  who  may  have  been  equally  deserving, 
but  who  did  not  fall  under  my  own  eye.  I 
have  deemed  it  best  to  call  on  the  different  com- 
manders to  furnish  me  a  special  report,  and  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
their  respective  commands  who  deserve  special 
mention.  These  lists  and  special  reports  I  will 
take  pleasure  in  forwarding,  together  with  one 
of  my  own,  when  completed  ;  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  they  may  be  appended  as  part  of 
my  report  I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from 
mentioning  here  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  a 
noble  Texian,  whose  deeds  at  Corinth  are  the 
constant  theme  of  both  friends  and  foes.  As 
long  as  courage,  manliness,  fortitude,  patriotism, 
and  honor  exist,  the  name  of  Rogers  will  be 
revered  and  honored  among  men.  He  fell  in 
the  front  of  the  battle  and  died  beneath  tlie 
colors  of  his  regiment,  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
enemy's  stronghold.  He  sleeps,  and  glory  is 
his  sentence. 

The  attempt  at  Corinth  has  failed,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  am  condemned,  and  have  been  super- 
ceded in  my  command.    In  my  zeal  for  my 
I  country,  I  may  have  ventured  too  for  with  in- 
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adequate  means,  and  I  bow  to  &e  opinion  of 
tiie  people  whom  I  senre.  Yet  I  feel  if  the 
spirits  of  the  eaDant  dead  who  now  lie  beneath 
the  batteries  ^  Corinth,  see  and  judge  the  mo- 
tives of  men,  thej  do  not  rebuke  me,  for  there 
is  no  stin^  in  my  conscience.  Nor  does  retro- 
spection admonisn  me  of  error  or  of  a  disr^ard 
of  their  valued  lives. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  Yam  Dobic, 

REPORT  or  MAJOR^ENEELAL  PRICE. 

HiADQITABinB  ASMT  OT  «  W^V,  \ 

Hour  flnooi,  October  90, 1882./ 

Major  :  I  have  tiie  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  armj, 
connected  with  the  several  engagements  at 
Corinth  and  Davis*  bridge,  of  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  instants.  Havii^  arranged  with  Major- 
General  Van  Dom  to  unite  my  forces  with  his 
for  active  operations,  I  joined  him  at  Ripley  on 
the  twentyHseventh  ultimo.  My  force  at  this 
time  consisted  of  effective  iidiantry,  10,498; 
effective  cavalry,  2,437 ;  effective  artillery,  928 
men  and  forty-four  guns,  including  two  twenty- 
fonr-pounder  howitzers  and  four  rifled  pieces  of 
three  and  five-eighths  calibre.  The  infontxy 
was  divided  into  two  divisions,  commanded  bv 
Brigadier-Generals  Maury  and  Hebert  Maury's 
division  consisted  of  three  brigades,  command- 
ed by  Brigadier-General  Moore  and  Acting  Bri- 
«idier-€knerals  Cabell  and  Phifer.  Hebeft's 
division  consisted  of  four  brigades,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Green  and  Colonels  Mar- 
tin, Gates,  and  Colbert  The  cavalry,  except 
such  companies  as  were  on  detached  service, 
was  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  The  artillery  was  apportioned 
as  follows,  with  Maury's  division:  Hoxton*s 
battery.  Lieutenant  Tobin  commanding ;  Bled- 
soe*s  battery;  McNally's  battery.  Lieutenant 
Moore  commandiT^ ;  Lucas'  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery  ;  Hoxton's  and  Brown's  battery ; 
Bengstack's  batteries  were  held  as  reserves, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  acting 
Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  division.  With  He- 
bert's  division  were  Wade's,  Landis',  Guibo's, 
Dawson's,  and  King's.  The  cavalry  force,  under 
General  Armstrong,  reported  to  the  Major^n- 
eral  commanding  the  combined  forces,  and  after- 
wards acted  under  orders  direct  from  him. 

On  ^e  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  we 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of 
Pocahontas,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  first 
instant,  ana  from  which  we  moved  upon  the 
enemy  at  Corinlh,  bivouacking  on  the  ni]^ht  of 
the  second  instant  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  to 
ChewaDa — having  left  one  regiment  cu  in&ntry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  with  the  wagon  train 
as  a  guard.  At  four  o'do(^  on  the  morning 
of  the  third  instant,  we  resumed  the  march ; 
my  command  moving  on  the  main  Pocahontas 
and  Corinth  road,  in  rear  of  Ckneral  LoveU's. 


At  a  point  about  a  mQe  and  a  half  from  the  ene- 
my's outer  line  of  fortifications,  my  command 
made  a  detonr  to  the  left,  with  instructions  to 
occupy  the  ground  between  die  Memphis  and 
Charleston  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroads.  This 
done,  my  line,  Maury  occupying  the  right  and 
Hebert  the  left,  with  Cabell^  and  Colbert's  bri- 
gades in  reserve,  fronted  the  enemy's  works  in 
a  south-easterly  direction,  the  right  restingunon 
the  Memphis  and  Charieston  Railroad.  Whifo 
these  dispositions  were  making  General  Lovdl 
engaged  the  enemy  upon  our  right ;  all  beinr 
now  ready  for  the  attack,  my  line  was  ordered 
forward  at  about  ten  o'aock  a.  x.  Almost  si- 
multaneously with  the  movement  the  opposed 
armies  becme  engaged  in  a  desperate  conffict 
along  the  whole  extent  of  my  line.  My  command 
had  scarcely  cleared  the  position  of  its  first 
formation,  when  entering  an  abatis  of  more  tiian 
three  hundred  yards  it  became  unmasked  before 
a  position  naturally  exceedingly  formidable,  and 
rendered  trebly  so  by  the  extent  of  felled  timber 
through  which  it  must  be  approached ;  and  the 
most  improved  and  scientincany  constructed  in- 
trenchment,  bristling  with  artillery  of  Iwge  cali> 
bre,  and  supported  by  heavy  lines  of  infantiy. 
My  troops  charged  the  enemy's  position  witii 
the  most  determmed  courage,  exnosed  toamor- 
derous  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Without 
faltering  they  pressed  forward  over  every  ob- 
stacle, and  wim  shouts  and  cheers  carried,  in 
less  than  twenty  minutes,  the  entire  line  of 
works ;  the  enemy  havine  fled,  leaving  in  our 
hands  many  prisoners  and  two  pieces*  of  artil- 
lery— one  a  four  inch  Parrott  gun,  the  oflier  a 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzer.  Our  loss  in  this 
attack  was  comparatively  smalL  This  is  attrib- 
utable to  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  cfaai:ge 
was  made  and  the  workis  carried.  It  becomes 
my  painful  duty,  in  this  connection,  to  revert  to 
the  distinguished  services  of  two  gallant  officer! 
who  fell  m  this  engagement :  Colonel  John  D. 
Martin,  commanding  a  Brigade  of  Mississip- 
pians,  and  Lieutenant  Sdmuel  Farringtoo,  of 
Wade's  battery.  Colonel  Martin  fell  mortoBy 
wounded  while  leading  the  charge  against  an 
angle  in  the  enemy's  works,  exposed  to  the  fiit 
of  enfilading  batteries.  The  gallant  bearinff  of 
this  officer  upon  more  than  one  bloody  field  nad 
won  for  him  a  place  in  the  heart  of  every  ICfr 
sissippian  and  the  admiration  and  confidence  of 
his  superior  officers.  Lieutenant  Farrington  wai 
struck  and  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  from  a 
rifled  gun,  while  bringing  one  of  the  guns  of 
his  battery  into  position.  This  gallant  soldiff 
and  courteous  and  chivalrous  gentleman,  forget- 
fol  of  personal  interest  and  mindfdl  of  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  service  only,  resigned  a  Lieoteo- 
ant^lonelcy  in  the  service  of  his  State  for  a 
Lieutenancy  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  gave 
up  his  life  a  elorious  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 
his  country's  honor,  in  the  seventh  of  the  battles 
in  which  he  has  been  ponspicuous  for  cool,  de- 
termined, and  effective  bravery.  Though  youaf  , 
his  country  mourns  no  more  valiant  defrnder, 
his  command  no  abler  commander,  his  friaikb 
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no  worthier  recipient  of  their  affection.  The 
outer  works  being  in  onr  possession  my  line 
moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  ene- 
my until  within  about  one  mile  of  Corinth, 
where  the  on^roy  was  encountered  in  position 
and  in  force.  Irie  necessary  disposition  being 
made,  my  whole  line  again  moved  forward  to 
the  attack  at  about  three  o'clock  p.  Ic.  Here  the 
fighting  was  of  unparalleled  fierceness  done  the 
wnole  extent  of  my  line.  The  position  of  the 
enemy  along  the  entire  length  of  his  lines  was 
covered  by  fencing,  heavy  timber,  or  under- 
brush ;  wlule  portions  of  my  troops  advanced 
through  open  fields  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire 
of  batteries,  operating  over  the  enemy's  hue  of 
in&ntry.  Here,  as  in  the  assault  upon  the  outer 
works,  we  had  little  artillery  in  action,  it  being 
impossible  to  procure  such  positions  for  my 
batteries  as  would  enable  them  to  co-operate 
effectively  with  the  infantry.  After  continuous 
and  most  desperate  fighting  along  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  my  line,  of  nearljr  two  hours*  duration, 
the  enemy,  notwithstandmg  his  lines  had  been 
trebled  by  reinforcements,  was  driven  from  his 
positions  and  forced  to  taxe  refuge  in  his  inner- 
most works  in  and  around  the  town. 

The  troops  of  my  command  having  nearly  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition  in  the  heavy  fighting 
through  the  day,  were  withheld  firom  immediate 
pursuit,  and  the  delay  in  procuring  the  neces- 
sary supplr  of  ammunition  forced  me  to  close 
the  fight  for  the  day.  My  troops  were  with- 
drawn for  cover,  and  laid  on  their  arms  during 
the  night,  in  the  position  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven.  About  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth,  three  batteries  of  my 
command  were  placed  in  position  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  town,  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  the  Major-Grenend  commanding.  About  day- 
light orders  were  received  to  advance  my  whole 
line.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  a  delay  was 
occasioned  by  the  illness  of  Brigadier-General 
Hebert,  commanding  a  division.  He  was  neces- 
sarily relieved  from  duty.  The  command  de- 
volved upon  6rigadier-€kneral  Green,  who 
moved  forward  as  soon  as  he  could  make  the 
necessary  disposition  of  his  troops.  It  was  after 
nine  o'clock  when  m^  line  became  generally  and 
furiously  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  his  inner- 
most and  most  formidable  works,  from  which  his 
infantry  and  artillery  could  jointly  operate  against 
my  troops.  Here,  as  in  the  previous  actions, 
my  artillery  could  not  be  effectively  brought 
into  action,  and  but  few  of  the  guns  were  en- 
gaged. The  fighting,  by  my  command,  was  al- 
most entirely  confined  to  the  infantry.  My  men 
Eressed  forward  upon  the  enemy,  and  with 
eavy  loss  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  works, 
having  driven  him  from  them,  capturing  more 
than  lorty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  forcing  him  to 
take  refuge  in  the  houses  of  the  town,  and  in 
every  place  that  would  afford  protection  from 
our  galling  fire.  He  was  followed  and  driven 
from  house  to  house  with  great  slaughter.  In 
the  town  were  batteries  in  mask,  supported  by 
heavy  reserves,  behind  which  the  retreating  en- 


emy took  shelter,  and  which  opened  upon  ant 
troops  a  most  aestruotive  fire  at  short  range. 
My  men  held  their  positions  most  gallandy,  re- 
turning .the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  great  spirit 
^mtil  portions  of  them  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion and  were  compelled  to  retire.  This  ne- 
cessitated the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  line, 
which  was  done  under  a  withering  fire.  The 
attack  was  not  resumed,  and  we  fell  back  to  our 
supply  train,  the  men  being  almost  exhausted 
from  exertion  and  want  of  food  and  water. 
General  Villepigue's  brieade  moved  over  to  out 
assistance,  but  did  not  become  engaged,  as  the 
enemy  was  too  badly  cut  up  to  follow  us.  We 
fell  back  in  order  to  obtain  water,  some  six  miles 
from  Corinth,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  bringing  off  all  our  artillery  and  arms 
save  one  rifled  piece,  which  had  been  inadvert- 
ently driven  into  the  enemy's  line  while  goinfl" 
into  battery  before  daylight  in  the  morning,  and 
had  been  left  We  brought  off,  also,  the  two  ^ 
guns  captured  at  the  outer  line  of  fortifications  * 
on  the  third.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  courage  of  my  troops  in  these 
engagements,  nor  can  I  discriminate  between 
officers  and  coibmands  where  all  behaved  so 
nobly.  This  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  were  under  the  immediate 
observation  of  the  Major-General  commanding. 
For  minute  details  of  the  actions,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  artilleiT,  of  the  third  and  fourth 
instants,  as  well  as  for  instances  of  personal  and 
distinguished  gallantry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Major-General  commanding  to  the  reports  of 
commanding  officers  herewith  enclosed.  On  the 
momine  ot  the  fifth  instant  we  resumed  the 
march  m  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  my  oom- 
mand  moving  by  division.  Maury's  in  front, 
each  in  rear  of  its  ordnance  and  supply  train, 
except  Moore's  brigade,  which  constituted  the 
advance  guard.  After  crossing  the  Tuscumbia, 
Moore's  brigade  was  hurried  forward  to  protect 
Davis'  bridge  across  the  Hatchie,  which  was 
threatened  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  be- 
ing found  mat  the  enemy  was  in  force,  the 
remainder  of  Maury's  division  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  finally  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
whole  of  my  command.  Moore's  brigade,  with 
a  section  of  the  St  Louis  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery,  were  thrown  across  the  Hatchie, 
but  the  enemy  having  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  the  crossing,  as  well  as  the  position 
in  which  ^ese  troops  were  placed,  and  it  being 
found  that  he  was  m  very  heavy  force,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cross  the  Hatchie  by 
another  road,  and  these  troops  were  ^dthdrawn 
after  serious  loss  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hatchie, 
where,  bemg  joined  by  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 

gides,  and  assisted  by  the  batteries  of  McNallv, 
ogg,  Landis,  and  Tobin,  Hiey  effectnail^  check- 
ed the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Green's  divisions, 
which  had  been  delayed  by  passingthe  wapon 
train  that  had  unparked  near  the  Tuscumbia, 
arriving  on  the  ground,  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  but  the  enemy  making  no  further  e£fbrt  to 
advance,  ^e  whole  of  m7  command  was  moved 
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off  by  another  route,  Qeneral  LoyqU's  command 
being  in  our  rear. 

This  was  our  last  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
In  this  last  engagement  we  lost  four  guns,  occa- 
sioned by  the  killing  of  horses.  Our  whol^ 
wagon  train  came  on  without  molestation  or 
loss,  except  of  a  few  wagons  that  were  broken 
down,  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  history  of  the  war  contains  no  bloodier 
page,  perhaps,  than  that  which  will  record  this 
fiercely  contested  battle.  The  stroi^est  ex- 
pressions fall  short  of  my  admiration  or  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  .officers  and  men  under  my 
command.  Words  cannot  add  lustre  to  the 
fame  they  have  acquired  through  deeds  of  noble 
daring,  which,  living  through  future  time,  will 
shed  about  every  man,  officer  and  soldier,  who 
stood  to  his  arms  throt^h  this  struggle,  a  halo 
of  glory  as  imperishable  as  it  is  brilnant. 

They  have  won  to  their  sisters  and  daughtera 
the  distinguished  honor,  set  before  them  by  a 
General  of  their  love  and  admiration,  upon  the 
event  of  an  impending  battle  upon  the  same 
fields,  of  the  proud  exclamation,  "  My  brother, 
father,  was  at  the  great  battle  of  Corinth."  The 
bloodiest  record  oi  this  battle  is  to  come.  The 
long  list  of  the  gallant  dead  upon  this  field  will 
carry  sorrow  to  the  hearthstone  of  many  a  noble 
champion  of  our  cause,  as  it  does  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  are  to  avenge  them.  A  nation 
mourns  their  loss,  while  it  cherishes  the  story 
of  their  glorious  death,  pointing  out  to  their  as- 
sociate officers  in  this  mightv  struggle  for  liberty 
the  pathway  to  victory  ana  honor.  They  will 
live  ever  in  the  hearts  of  the  admiring  people  of 
the  government,  for  the  establishment  of  which 
they  have  given  their  lives.  Of  the  field  officers 
killed,  were  Colonel  Rogers,  Second  Texas  in- 
&ntxy,  who  fell  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  of  eleven 
wounos ;  Johnson,  of  Twentieth  Arkansas,  and 
Daly,  of  the  Eighteenth  Arkansas ;  lieutenant- 
Colonels  Maupm,  Pirst  Missouri  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, and  Leigh,  Forty-third  Mississippi; 
Majors  Vaughan,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Dou- 
dell.  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  and  McDonald, 
Fortieth  Mississippi.  Many  of  my  ablest  and 
most  gallant  field  officers  are  wounded,  several 
mortally.  Of  this  nmnber  are  Colonels  Erwin, 
Sixth  Missouri  infantry;  Macfarland,  Fourth 
Missouri  infantry;  Pritchard,  Third  Missouri 
infantry ;  Moore,  Forty-third  Mississippi,  and 
McLean,  Thurty-seventh  Mississippi ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Pixler,  Sixteenth  Arksmsas;  Hedge- 
speth,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Serrell,  Seventh 
Mississippi  battalion ;  Lanier,  Forty-second  Ala- 
bama ;  Hobson,  Third  Arkansas  cavalry ;  Mat- 
thews, Twenty-first  Arkansas  ;  Campbell,  Fortieth 
Mississippi,  and  Boone ;  and  Majors  Senteney, 
Second  Missouri  infan^ ;  Keim,  Thirty-eighw 
Mississippi;  Staton,  Thirty-seventh  Bahama; 
Timmins,  Second  Texas;  Jones,  Twen^-first 
Arkansas ;  Russell.  Third  Louisiana,  and  Yates ; 
and  McQuiddy,  Third  Missouri  cavalry.  For 
other  casualties  in  officers  and  men,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  lists  enclosed.  I  cannot  dose  this 
report  without  recogniziufl;  the  eminent  services 


and  valuable  assistance  of  Brigadifir-GeoaalB 
Maury,  Hebert,  (whose  services  I  regret  to  have 
lost  on  the  momnig  of  the  fourth,  by  reason  of 
his  illness^,  and  Green,  commanding  divisions. 
I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  adimrable  ood- 
ness,  undaunted  courage,  and  military  skill  of 
these  officers  in  disposing  their  respective  com- 
mands, and  in  executing  their  orders.  Throng 
them  1  transmit  to  Brigadier-Qeneral  Moore, 
and  acting  Brigadier-Generals  Cabell,  Fhifer, 
Grates,  and  Colbert,  my  high  appreciation  of 
theif  efficient  services  on  the  fielo. 

Their  skill  in  manoBUvring  liieir  troops,  and 
promptness  and  gaUantry  in  leading  them 
through  the  most  desperate  conflicts,  eudt  n^ 
highest  admiration.  And  of  my  troops  as  a  body, 
I  can  say  no  juster  or  more  complimentaiy 
words  than  that  they  have  sustained  and  deep- 
ened and  widened  their  reputation  for  exalted 
patriotism  and  determined  valor. 

To  my  peraonal  staff  I  return  mv  thanks  for 
iheii  promptness  in  the  delivery  of  my  orders, 
and  their  eallant  bearing  on  the  field. 

All  of  wnich  is  respectfullv  submitted, 

^TERLDIO  PbIGI, 

Major  M.  M.  Edoiel, 

AmistaDt  AcUatant-Oeneral,  Army  of  Weit  Teamettae. 

MAJOR-OENERAL  M.  LOVELL'S  BX70RL 

BMADqoAMmm  Ynst  DinaKMi  1 

Arict  <v  Dnmcr  or  lliauiuiii,> 

HoLLT  Spuros,  October  IS,  1861    j 

Mqjor  M,  M,  Kimmd,  Auistant  AcfftUmO-Om- 
eral: 
Majos  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division 
in  the  recent  operations  around  Corinth.  On  the 
second  instant  the  division  repaired  and  crossed 
the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  fifteen  miles  firom  Corintli, 
and  moved  forward,  the  cavahy  under  Arm- 
strong and  Jackson  in  advance.  We  moved  to 
Chewalla,  skirmishing  lightly  with  the  enen/ 
several  houra,  and  occupied  Uie  camp  just  abeD> 
doned,  capturing  some  tents,  quartermaster's 
and  commissary^  stores.  On  the  third  ¥e 
xnoved  forward,  Villepigue's  brigade  in  advance, 
skirmishing  more  heavily  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy  composed  of  two  raiments  of  infuitr;, 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry,  until  we 
drove  them  across  Indian  Creek.  At  this  point 
artillery  fire  became  more  frequent  Here  we 
took  an  abandoned  twelve-pounder  howitnr. 
The  bridge  was  repaired,  under  fire,  and  I  croosed 
the  who£  division,  consisting  of  Kosf  s  brijade 
on  the  right,  Bowen's  in  the  centre,  and  vifie- 
pigue*s  on  the  left  The  enemy  occiq^ied  wilh 
his  artillery  a  high  hill  at  the  croenng  of  die 
State  line  road  with  the  Memphis  and  Charieston 
Railroad,  with  rifle-pits  extending  north  and 
south,  affording,  with  the  hill,  a  strong  position 
for  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men.  The 
skirmishers  were  there  relnforo&d,and  the  whok 
line  ordered  to  the  assault,  with  reserve  behind 
each  brigade.  The  conflict  was  short  and  bloodfj. 
Our  troops,  emerging  from  the  dense  imder> 
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D wth,  mehed  ppon  the  MB  and  iffie-pitB  whh 
3  most  determined  gaUaatry,  roated  and  drove 
'  the  enemy,  oaDBiog  tbraa  in  their  haaty  re- 
sat  to  abandoo  a  twenty-poonder  Farrott  gon 
d  caiseon,  with  the  lin^Mr  of  anotiier  gun.  in 
is  assault  tbe  fottowing  regunentB  are  named 

particularH^  distingiiiMung  themselves,  tis.  : 
a  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dmdop,  and  Third 
mtacky.  Colonel  Thompson,  of  Rnst's  brteade ; 
9  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  Captain  Lester, 
mmaoding ;  Carnthers'  Mississippi  battalion, 
d  the  First  Missouri  regiment,  Colonel  Biley, 

Bowen'e  brigade ;  and  the  Third  Misirissippi, 
lonel  HniBt,  of  ViUepigne's  brigade.  Tlie  mil 
18  carried  mainH^  by  the  Ninth  Arlrawwn  and 
ventyw^econd  Mississqipi,  each  viein^  with  tiie 
tier  in  tiie  dashing  galkntrv  of  tiieir  charge, 
le  enemy's  camps,  naif  a  mile  beyond  the  po- 
ion,  were  taken  and  held  by  the  first  Missomri 
giment.  Rust  and  Yillepigiie  were  thrown  in 
vance,  in  line  of  battle,  and  Bowen's  was 
«ted  on  the  hill  imtil  we  should  hear  from 
ice's  command,  on  om-  left  On  onr  right 
>nt  was  a  strong  redoubt  wdl  flanked  with 
fantry  and  with  an  abatis  of  felled  timbeor, 
ilf  a  nule  in  width,  extending  around  it  in  one 
rection,  but  with  no  obstructions  to  the  north, 

the  direction  of  Price's  right  This  fact  I 
>mmunicated  to  the  Major-General  command- 
g,  and  shortly  afterwards  Ihe  work  was  at- 
cked  and  eaBantiy  carried,  from  its  right  rear, 
r  Moore's  Drigade,  while  Bowen  was  orderea 

turn  its  left  with  his  brigade  from  our  side, 
aving  replenished  our  ammunition,  the  whde 
vision  was  moved  forward  and  formed  in  line 
'  battle  on  the  bridge  soutii  of  the  railroad, 
illepigue  and  Bowen  in  front  and  Rust  in  re- 
irve.  I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
anding  to  move  forward  cautiously,  feeling 
ur  way  along  ike  ridge  to  develop  the  position 
'  the  enemy. 

Before  advancing  far,  night  put  an  end  to  the 
Derations  of  an  araoous  and  fatiguing,  but  glo- 
ous  day. 

In  the  night  I  was  notiiled  by  the  command- 
kg  General  that  early  in  the  morning  Frioe, 
ould  open  with  a  lai^e  battoiy  of  artillery  and 
len  attack  hi  force  with  his  left,  and  that  while 
\m  engaged  my  division  should  pass  forward 
dd  attack  wiik  vigor  on  our  right  Accord- 
igly,  at'daylight,  the  divirion  was  moved  for- 
ward, in  line,  along  the  ridse,  for  a  mile  and  a 
alf ,  with  some  very  heavy  finng  of  i&fantrv  on 
iUepigue's  left,  and  artillery  on  fiowen's  nght 
tust,  hitherto  in  reserve,  moved  up  and  occu- 
ied  the  centre,  the  line  advancing  until  within 

few  hundred  yards  of  two  strong  works  of 
ine  guns  each,  protected  by  heavy  infantry 
>rces.  While  reeonncMtrinff  these  positions, 
» ith  a  view  to  the  dssault,  1  received  an  order 
rom  the  commanding  General  to  detach  my 
troi^est  brigade  to  the  support  of  Price's 
entre,  which  was  being  overpowered  by  large 
einforcements  of  the  enemy.  This  order  was 
beyed,  and  I  was  about  to  move  tiie  remaining 
brigades  to  the  left,  to  ck)0e  the  gap  made  by 
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detadiing  Vaiepigue,  when  the  further  order 
was  received  to  retire,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  army.  The  division  was  withdrawn  from 
under  Ihe  very  guns  of  the  works  without  the 

Shtest  confusion,  and  in  the  most  excellent 
er.  y iUepigua  crossed  the  railroad,  and  with 
his  artillery,  under  Major  Watts,  put  an  effectual 
check  upon  the  pursmt  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Rust's  brigade  was  put  in  position  on  the  hill 
carried  the  day  before,  until  everything  had 
been  withdrawn  across  Indian  Creek,  when  he 
followed,  brm^ng  up  the  rear  to  Chewalla, 
where  the  division  was  reunited.  The  march 
was  resumed  on  the  fifth,  this  command  acting 
as  the  rear  euerd  to  the  army.  Before  reaching 
Tuscumbia  bridge  an  order  was  received  from 
the  General  coAmanding  to  press  forward,  with 
two  brigades,  to  the  support  of  Ptice,  who  was 
checked  by  large  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops 
at  Eatchie  bridge.  Leaving  Bowen's  bri^^e 
as  a  rear  guard  on  the  Corinth  road,  yillepijrue 
and  Rust  were  pushed  forward  rapidly.  The 
former,  arriving  firsts  was  put  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  road  to  Batchie  bridge,  to  hold  the  enem^ 
in  check  in  that  direction,  while  Rnst  was  di- 
rected to  proceed  with  Gfeneral  Price,  in  ad- 
vance, to  me  crossing  at  Crumb's  Mills,  where  it 
was  decided  to  pass  the  army  over. 

y illepigue  held  the  enemy  back  with  skirmish- 
ers. Bowen,  however,  was  attacked  in  force, 
on  the  other  road,  but  repelled  the  attack,  with 
great  slaughter  to  the  enemy  and  but  little  loss 
to  his  own  command.  They  were  clear  from  the 
field  when  he  crossed  the  Tuscumbia  and  burned 
the  bridge,  all  the  wagons  having  been  passed 
over  in  safety.  The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  dis- 
tinguished itself  particularly  on  this  occasion. 
From  the  Hatchie  to  Hickory  Flat  (forty  miles) 
this  division  continued  as  the  rear  guard  to  the 
army,  frequentiy  forming  line  of  battle  when  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  be  coming  too  near, 
cheexlully  toiling  along  through  heat  and  dust 
and  undergoing  long  marches,  loss  of  sleep,  and 
want  of  food,  with  a  fortitude  worthy  of  the 
most  unqualified  admiration.  Good  order,  dis- 
cipline, and  subordmation  sufiered  no  detriment 
under  this  severe  and  ti7ing  ordeal. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades,  Generals 
Rust,  yillepigue,  and  Bowen,  my  thanks  are  es- 
pecially due.  Displaying  their  well-known  and 
approved  gallantry  on  me  field,  tfae^  evinced 
sound  judgment,  discretion,  and  abihty  in  han- 
ding their  troops,  both  in  action  and  on  the 
march,  achieving  siffnal  success  with  small  loss. 
The  admirable  conmtion  in  which  the  division 
returned  to  this  point  is  the  best  proof  of  their 
merits.  Surgeon  fiawes,  chief  medical  officer 
of  tiie  division,  performed  his  duties  quietly, 
systematically,  and  with  the  uteost  efficiency. 
Omr  wounded,  witii  very  few  exceptions,  were 
brought  to  tliis  depot  My  tiianks  are  due  to 
file  officers  of  my  staff,  lieutenant-Colonel  Ivy, 
Captain  Tofutant,  and  Captain  Quitman,  for  their 
asststoDoe  in  the  field,  and  in  we  conduct  of  the 
retreat  Being  few  in  number,  additional  labor 
devolved  upon  them.    Their  duties  were  per- 
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ionned  cbeerfnny^  oooBy,  wad  with  a 
gallantry  whick  caused  me  to  repoM  the  greet- 
est  oonfideoce  in  liiem.  The  foUowiag  BBOMd 
commanders  of  regiments  are  mentionei  par- 
ticularly by  their  brigade  commaaders  for  tbsir 
conraM  and  efficiency :  OapMi  Aahlbrd,  Thirty- 
fifih  ^bama ;  Colonel  Dunlop,  Ninth  Aj^nnsM ; 
Gaptain  Lester,  Twenty-second  Mississippi ;  Col- 
onel Riley,  First  Missoori ;  Colonel  Hnrsi,  Tliir- 
ty-third  Missonri ;  Colonel  Shelby,  Tfairty^unth 
Mississippi.  For  the  names  of  ottier  offioers 
who  panionlariy  distfaigfushed  themselves,  yon 
are  respectfi^y  referred  to  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders  herewKh  transmitted.  Col- 
onel Jiaokson,  commanding  cavahr^  brigade,  asted 
nnder  my  orders  dm:1ng  a  portion  oi  tibe  time, 
always  displaying  a  coolness,  courage,  and  effi- 
ciency for  which  he  has  heretofore  been  remark- 
able. The  loss  in  n^  command,  daring  the 
operations,  was  seven^-seyen  killed,  two  hun- 
dred and  eigfaty-fiye  wounded,  and  abent  two 
hundred  missing. 

^snlnnitled, 

M.  LoyiLL, 


BmariofEBed,  WawMkd,  and  Miming  in  Fir$l 
iHvisian  ^  Sk$  Army  of  Wmt  T9Hnm§eej  mecar 
(hrinAyUim^  an  tkiixl,  fourth,  and  J^  Oo 
k)ber,  1862. 
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Colohsl:  fii  response  to  Mi^oi^enfl 
LoyelTs  droular  of  rals  dais,  I  hays  the  hoo<Mr 
to  submit  the  foQowfng  renort  of  the  openHons 
of  my  brigade  near  Conntfa^  on  the  seooad, 
third,  and  four&  inst  Moying  Ikom  the  Hatohie 
on  Thursday,  the  second,  my  brigade  i&adymee, 
when  tdthin  eight  miles  of  Cormth  oor  eayalry 
came  up  with  me  enemy,and  reported  his  pres- 


In  dbedknoe  ts  ovden  I  nmadlitely 
formed  my  brigade  m  line  of  boEttie,  and  threw 
lorwwd  two  oompaaies  e€  the  Ninth  Arknaas 
as  slnrmisheiSi  Adysadng  rapidly,  encoimier- 
ing  no  oppeaitlon  exoepi  a  few  Blngg^iop  shots 
whieh  were  not  reapoBded  te,  wa  came  &eetiy 
upon  an  abandoned  camp  ef  the  eneaiy,  m  whieh 
were  a  redoabt  or  two,  aad  some  rifle-pilB. 
These  were  all  ahandooed,  and  after  pansini; 
them,  withovt  halting  an  insfeaat,  some  half  ndle 
or  mora,  we  were  oraered  la  biyonac  in  liiie  of 
batde.  At  four  o'oloek  on  the  monung  oC  tiie 
tturd,  the  division  moyed,  General  YiUepigiie  in 
front,  towards  Corintii.  When  witliiii  three 
miles  oC  tiie^  town,  General  YiHepigue'a  'Mmaib 
ers  eneonntered  those  of  the  enennr.  This  wm 
on  Ae  extreme  right  of  the  line  ackiged  by  flw 
General  oommanding  the  diyisian.  lliia  bemg 
my  position,  I  immedial^  f<»med  my  mes  ia 
front  of  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy, 
retieyioff  G«n«al  ViBe^gue.  Muor  Oifaaoo 
was  erdered  to  deploy  as  (Poarth  AU>^«i«>) 
battalion  as  skirmishers,  wfaish  order  was 
promptly  exeonted.  The  Ninth  ArkaMaii,  Col- 
onel Dunlop,  was  <m  my  feft,  snd  Third  Ken- 
tooky,  Cokmel  Thiunpaoa,  on  my  rigitt.  The 
Seyentiii  Kentnd[y,  mder  Colonri  Qnmk>T^  was 
held  in  reserye. 

These  dispositioBS  beuig  made,  an  adf— tc 
was  ordered.  Colonel  ThoaqMon  on  the  extreme 
right,  with  a  omslderahls  uitBnMd  between  his 
regiment  and  the  baianoe  of  the  brigade,  wae 
purposely  put  in  motian  a  sk^t  time  befva  the 
other  regiments  wers  ordered  forward.     In  a 
y^y  shwi  time  the  AinnislMrs  «f  tiie  opposing 
forces  engaged  eaoh  other.    Th^  engagement 
soon  became  generaL    On  tiie  rUit  Sae  Mk 
between  CcdosK^Thoamsonylliard  Kaatncky.aDd 
wliat  was  sapposed  to  ae  two  raginenis  ol  the 
eoemy, pasted  on  the  soath  side  of  tiielL^C 
R.  R.  was  extremely  animated.    Whila  foiow- 
ingiq>  theNialhAidamsssiidThtrty-firttaDd 
Thir<y€fih  AJabapaarMfimeateinlhadiiaetica 
whence  came  terrific  yoUeys  of  shell,  gsBMsad 
eaaialsr,Iaentaslaff  QAoartoCakaiel  Thoaq)- 
aea  to  know  if  he  eoukl  eontiane  to  adyaaoe 
agamst  the  sppersnt  odds  opposed  to  him.    fie 
was  pressing  steadily  forward,  bat  waa  appre- 
honnye  his  right  alight  be  taraed.    If 
ordered  tlie  leaerye  renmsn^  8e 
lucky,  to  his  sapporl    Offioeaaad] 
impatieotfor  the  esier,  and  nmfaed  impstuuBaly 
forward,  birt  oidy  reaohad  tlM  sesaa  sf  sooiict 
to  witness  ik»  ffie^  off  the  enemy  from  it 
MeanwhMe  the  left  w^  adymied  tlvoi#i  a 
heayy  ire  ef  artOlety  sad  masksliy  hiiyaida 
the  enemy's  battei|r  and  4fae  intetiy  iiat  (be> 
UndtTBOohss)  sapporlsd  it    The  dsnsefmat 
llireagh  wUoh  we  pawad,wldle  it  lasted,  aw 
a  partial  pilsolioiL    As  wa  emaigad  from  it 
with  aa  anbrokao  line»  ia  frdlyissr  of  thaeaesiy 
in  its  strong  pssilion,  beyand  a  deen  oat  ia  the 
ra]]road,BaiiBoes  than  sfirtir  yards  dUstaat  ia  a 
straight  hns^lhe  oOoara  sad  awawerssabfect- 
•d  to  a  Isat  that  it  is  rmefy  ths  lot  of  aoldian  to 
anderga    Thi^y  were  e^ial  to  tha 
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>T  a  moment  it  Apj^red  tint  ik%  tdCire  Hue 
onld  be  swept  away«  The  gm  that  the 
iemy*8  artillery  plaoghed  throng  the  ranks 
ere  closed  up  with  the  ooolsees  utd  eteadineBS 
'  veterans  o€  a  hundred  fi^ds.  On  Day  left,  Cap- 
jn  D.  H.  Norwood,  and  Lietitenants  Kennebrow 
id  Moore  fell,  kitted,  and  Lieutenants  Ken  and 
ally,  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas  regiment,  wounded, 
'hile  on  my  vight  Oaptain  Fmtonwas  killed, 
nd  Captain  Mitdiell  and  lieutenants  Homier, 
Awler,  and  Collke,  of  tiie  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
agimenty  were  soTerely  wovndea,  bravely  lead- 
ig,  and  by  their  elample  inspiring  their  men 
n^  their  own  nnqnaOing  oooxage.  In  a  few 
econda  I  here  lost  over  a  hundred  men  and 
fficers.  To  have  halted  or  hesitated  would 
lave  brought  certain  destruction  upon  my  com- 
aand.  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  wad  a  charge 
aade  upon  the  batte^^.  The  order  was  obeyed 
.vith  cheers  aady^s,  and  by  making  a  detour 
;o  the  left,  to  avoid  the  deep  out  in  the  railroad, 
lie  Ninth  Arksneaa  was  soon  in  posseeeion  of 
the  enemy's  strong  position  iyre  had  assaulted 
uid  taken  one  fi^  gun  which  the  enemv  was 
anable  to  get  off),  dosely  followed  by  the  Thirly- 
fifth  Alabama,  under  Colonel  Grnmp.  After  ad- 
vancing some  three  hundred  yards  down  the 
railroad,  I  baited  and  formed  my  men  and 
marched  again  to  the  south  side  of  the  raihroad, 
and  remained  in  position  until  a  fort  and  large 
camp  in  front  of  us  waa  evacuated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  most  ^termined  attack  by  a  por- 
tion of  (General  FHce's  oommand,  on  their  rear. 
Late  in  the  evening  I  waa  ordered  forward,  and 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the 
forts  and  camps  of  the  enemy,  and  inside  of  an 
abattia  which  extended  entirely  around  their  ex- 
terior line  of  defence. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  fourth,  the 
whole  diviskm  advanced  in  fine  of  battle  to- 
wards the  fcMTtificatioBS  of  the  enemy  on  College 
Hill;  General  ViUepigue  on  the  left.  General 
Bo  wen  on  the  ^^if»  in  frost,  and  my  own  M- 
gade  following  eiose  in  the  rear,  as  a  reserve,  to 
aupport  either  or  both  as  occasion  might  require. 
When  witiiin  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
several  forts  behind  which  long  lines  of  infiEmtrv 
behind  formidable  looking  breastworks,  with 
abattia  again  in  front,  were  pkinhr  visible.    The 
en«my  opened  a  most  rapid  fire  from  their  srtil- 
leiy,  which  my  entire  oomaiand  sustained  with 
the  moat  gratifying  steadiness,  not  an  ofBoer  or 
man  leaving  his  position  or  exhibiting,  so  Ihr  as 
I  coidd  perceive,  the  least  diecomposure.  About 
nine  ana  a  half  o'clock  I  moved  my  brigade  to 
the  front  and  left  ef  the  advance  nne  occupied 
by  Qenend  Bowen,  who  was  ordered  far  to  the 
right,  and  Qeneral  Vifiepigue  was  withdrawn  to 
reinforce  a  portion  of  General  Price's  fine,  which, 
after  the  most  stubborn  and  heroic  resistance  to 
K^eatly  superior  maftbem,  of  what  Vaa  altei^ 
wards  known  to  be  fresh  troops,  wfts  wstrering. 
In  a  veiy  short  tisM  it  was  announced  by  the 
Major-Qeneral  commanding,  that  otv  friends  on 
the  left  had  been  compelled  to  give  waRr  and 
abandon  the  field,  and  I  was  ordered  toiUl  back 


to  the  position  first  taken  from  the  enemy,  near 
where  the  road  from  CSiewalla  to  Corinth  crosses 
the  railroad,  and  there  form  line  of  battle  in  the 
most  advantageous  position  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  our  army.  In  perfect  order,  but  as  quickly 
as  possible,  I  selected  a  line  of  great  strength, 
wita  skirmishers  displayed  on  a  line  a  suie  in 
extent  and  three<iuarters  oi  a  mile  in  advance 
of  my  main  line,  from  which  I  could  repel  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  vpon  the  two  roaas,  and 
the  railroad  leading  to  Corinth,  and  awaited  the 
withdrawal  of  our  forces.  Bemainins  exactly 
forty  minutes  after  Colonel  tUley  passed,  I  moved 
my  brigade  in  the  direction  taken  by  our  re- 
treating columns  untillcame  to  &e field  hos- 
pital, where  I  found  eight  wounded  soldiers, 
only  three  of  whom  were  willing  to  be  moved. 
Two  of  them  I  had  carried  bevond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  on  litters,  the  third  was  able  to  ride 
on  a  caisBon.  I  then  continued  mv  march  with- 
out again  confronting  the  enemy  dunnfr  the  en- 
tire retreat  The  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  in  performinf^  the  responsible  duty  of  rear 
guard  to  a  retreatu^  army,  eannot  be  too  highly 
commended.  There  was  not  a  semblance  of 
panic  or  disorder,  or  even  unusual  excitement 
during  the  entire  retreat,  upon  which  my  bri- 
gade marched  in  better  order  and  with  more 
deliberation  fhan  it  had  done  at  all  before,  or 
has  done  since.  The  signal  good  conduct  which 
they  displayed  pn  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the 
fieuse  of  dangers  and  death,  and  the  fortitude 
and  constancy  with  which  they  sustained  them- 
selves afterwards  under  privations  and  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  more  trying  to  the  soldier 
than  the  most  appalling  dangers,  are,  I  trust, 
only  an  earnest  to  the  country  of  what  she  may 
expect  from  them  in  the  future.  In  conclusion, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  say  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky, tlutt  Coloiel  Thompson,  and  the  men  and 
officers  under  him,  folly  sustained  the  reputa- 
tion thev  had  won  on  other  fields.  The  only 
regret  oi  Colonel  Crosriove  and  his  men,  of  the 
Seventh  Kentucky,  when  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Third,  was  thst  this  regiment  stood 
so  little  in  need  of  it.  The  conduct  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  commanded  by  Captain 
Ashford,  though  deprived  by  iUness  of  their 
accomplished  Colonel  (Robertson),  could  not 
have  been  iinproved  by  the  presence  of  any 
officer.  The  Fourth  Alabama  battahon,  under 
Major  Gibson,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  per- 
formed wen  the  part  allotted  to  them.  The 
Ninth  Arkansas,  under  Colonel  Dunlop,  who 
was  conspicuous  for  the  activity  and  gallantry 
displayea  in  keeping  his  men  in  line,  and  mov- 
ing steadily  forward  in  the  face  of  the  deadly 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artiUery,  won  the  if>plause 
and  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  its  con- 
duct Its  colors  were  borne  by  their  intrepid 
Sergeant,  John  M.  Pearce,  upwards  and  onwards 
without  faltering  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
while  his  comrades  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  him.  When  aU  behaved  so  well,  the 
coiflmanding  General  will  not  hazard  injustioe 
by  mentioning  those  who  particularly  attracted 
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his  notice.  I  refpet  thai  a  sense  of  duty  to  the 
service  and  of  jostiee  to  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  will  not  allow  me  to  bestow  the  same 
mmuzed  praise  upon  the  Thirty-first  Alabama 
regiment  A  porticm  of  this  regiment,  in  spite 
of  the  gallant]^  of  their  Colonel  and  his  efforts 
to  make  them  do  tbeir  duty,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  some  of  its  commissioned  ofiocers,  be- 
haved disgracefully.  At  a  most  critical  moment 
it  broke  in  disorder  and  all  efforts  to  restore  it 
were  unavailing.  I  called  the  attention  of  their 
Colonel  to  the  misconduct  of  several  officers, 
whose  example  was  evidently  demoralizing  to 
the  men,  ana  ordered  them  to  stprender  uieir 
swords  tend  leave  the  field.  Upon  tiieir  earnest 
entreaties  to  be  Iried  again,  I  permitted  them  to 
retain  their  swords  and  remain,  with  the  h<H>e 
and  belief  that  hereafter  their  conduct  may  be 
in  harmony  with  the  brave  members  of  the 
same  regiments,  whose  conduct  could  not  suffer 
by  comparison  with  other  commanders  in  the 
brigade.* 

I  withhold  their  names,  though  tiiere  can  be 
no  controversy  as  to  the  regiments  that  were 
first  in  the  strong  position  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  in  poesesmon  of  the  Ladv  Riclumi- 
son,  which  in  their  flight  they  left  behind  them. 
It  is  due  to  the  right  wine  of  General  Bowen's 
admirable  Imgade,  the  ^enty-seoond  Missis- 
sippi, under  lieutenant-Colonel  Lester,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  advance  upon  our  left  and 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  battery,  attracted  a 
portion  of  its  fire,  in  concert  with  our  advance 
greatly  fiaciMtated  its  capture,  and  entitles  them 
to  a  full  share  of  the  honor. 

I  would  here  express  mv  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain FaU  and  Lieutenants  Anderson,  Ayers,  and 
Bertrand,  of  my  staff,  for  the  prompt  and  intel- 
ligent manner  in  which  they  executed  mv  or- 
ders. Lieutenant  Sweeny,  in  Command  of  the 
Hudson  battery,  attadied  to  my  brigade,  had  no 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  action,  bat 
executed  quickfy  and  die^rfuUy  every  order 
addressed  to  him. 

Casualties  on  the  ield  and  upon  the  retreat, 
twen^-five  killed,  one  hundrea  and  seventeen 
wounded,  and  eighty^hree  missing. 

The  dease  forest  of  heavy  timber  and  thiok 
undergrowth,  under  cover  of  which  the  brigade 
advanced  until  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  aecounts  for  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

A.  Rust,         , 

BH8idi«r-0eneraI,  oomnuindiDg  Ftret  Brigade, 
First  Dirtelon,  Army  of  the  Dtefcriot  of  MIm. 
BDWASb  IVBT, 

Ueoteiumt-Ookniel  and  A.  A.  G. 

REPOBT  or  BSIOASaat-OENERAL  JOHN  S.  BOWXST. 

BMDQBAKaae  "aam  Bwuiw.  Lovmu's  Dirimair,  \ 
HOLLT  SrscroB,  October  12, 1802.      j 

7b  LieutencnO-Chlonel  Edward  /wy,  AssisUmi 
A^'tOcmUGeneral : 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
reports  from  my  several  commands  in  regard  to 


the  part  taksa  by  thesa  in  tiie  aetkos  of  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants,  at  and  near  Cor- 
inth. It  win  be  seen  that^  passing  over  the  de- 
ployments between  Chewalla  and  the  oroek  west 
of  Corinth,  where  the  enemy's  ou^ostB  wece 
driven  in  with  little  or  no  resistance,  ^is  bri- 
gade first  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  east  of  Qr- 
press  Creek,  with  Rust's  brigade  on  its  right 
and  Villepigue's  on  the  left  A  heavy  line  of 
skirmiiA^rs,  oemposed  of  ^  Firat  Missouri 
regiment  and  the  Mississmpi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, proceeding  in  advaooe,  mxmorted  by 
the  Twenty-seoosd  and  Fifteenth  MiflsissipiH 
regiment  in  line,  and  the  Sixth  Mississippi  regi- 
m^t  (Colonel  L5wry),  and  Watsim  b^teiy  (0^ 
tain  Bursley)  in  reserve. 

The  line  advanced  steadily,  forcing  back  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  into  &eir  intrendiments, 
and  pushing  on,  charged  their  works,  cqptariztf 
their  battery  at  the  sSient  near  the  railroid,iDa 
driving  their  entire  infantry  force  firem  the 
trencwM.  Rust's  and  Villepigue's  carrying  tht 
trenches  in  front  of  them  about  the  same  time, 
rendered  the  work  oomparativelj  easy  foir  mj 
brigade.  The  Twenty-second  Misnss^^  f^ 
ment,  Captain  Lester  commanding,  des^es 
special  mention  for  their  ^^aUant  dutfge  on  ^ 
occasion,  llie  Mississippi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Carutibiers  commanding,  were 
conspicuous  for  &eir  coolness  and  courage,  aleo 
for  joining  the  Twesty-second  Mississippi  rep 
ment  in  the  oharge  in  vdiioh  they  captared  me 
battery.  The  First  Missouri  regimen^  ga&ediK 
in,  charged,  while  deployed  as  skdrmiuiers,  and 
drove  the  ^len^y  from  the  trenches  before  I  could 
reach  the  position  with  tiie  Fifteendi  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  which  was  advancing  towardi 
the  same  point.  The  First  Miss(Miri  regi- 
ment, LieutenantOolonel  Riley  commandi^, 
proceeding  onward,  drove  the  easily  from  one 
of  their  encampments  nearly  a  mile  inside  of 
tiiieir  works,  holding  the  same,  under  fire,  imtfl 
the  second  line  ofl>attle  was  formed,  towardi 
sunset,  for  tiie  attaek  on  the  right  The  eneo^ 
having  abandoned  the  works  on  our  right  tlM 
second  line,  above  alluded  to,  advanced  ana  oc- 
cupied their  encampments,  capturing  a  fev 
Btnigglers  in  the  evening.  On  me  moming  of 
the  lourth,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  acoord- 
anoe  with  instruotions  received  the  night  .be- 
fore, immediately  in  advance  of  the  encamp- 
ment occupied,  and  advanced  steadily  with  Vil- 
lepiffue  on  its  left  and  Rust  in  reserve,  the 
whole  moving  together.  ArriviiMf  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  a  strong  redomt,  supported 
on  the  rifl^ht  and  left  by  a  simflar  work,  wi^  a 
formidable  line  of  in&ntry  intrendied  coooect- 
in^  them,  it  was  halted,  and  after  a  protiaeted 
skirmish,  which  failed  to  devdop  the  enem/t 
strength  on  the  position,  I  dfitorm»ed,  in  ab- 
sence of  the  Major-General  oommanding,  to  feel 
them  mdre  effectually  and  force  them  to  show 
their  strength.  The  Watsoa  battery  (four  gnus) 
was  ordered  to  epen  on  the  works  Immediate^ 
in  our  front,  and  dnrii:^  the  seoond  round  wii 
answered  by  a  terrific  cannonade  frtMn  the  right, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UOUUMINIV. 


645 


left,  and  froot.  oottyinoii]^  te6  thtX  tii6  iiifbnnation 
given  that  there  were  only  throe  gnns  at  this 
point  waB  erroneous,  as  I  bm  thus  deyeloped  at 
least  twen^.  The  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
rear,  and  after  tiie  firing  abated  slightly  I  moved 
the  brigade  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  near 
Rnef  fl  Une.  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
gp-onnd  ana  save  it  from  a  repetition  of  the 
galling  fire  which  Ind  opened  npon  them. 

The  brigade's  loss,  dnring  this  shelling,  was 
about  fifty  men  kUled  and  wonnded,  and  the 
whole  command  deserves  sp>bcial  commendation 
for  ^efr  coolness  under  fibre.  After  remaining  for 
some  time  (two  honrs)  in  the  new  position,  onr 
skirmishers  keeping  iq>  a  continnoos  fire  on  onr 
front  and  right,  and  after  Yillepigne  had  repelled 
the  attack  made  on  his  Hne  and  moved  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  while 
Rust  formed  line  of  battle  beyond,  at  the  salient 
near  ihe  railroad  crossing.  The  First  Missouri 
regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  covered  the 
rear  of  both  brigades.  The  command,  after  a 
snccessfnl  evacuation,  camped  at  Ghewalla  about 
Btmset  Detailed,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
as  the  rear  ^ard  of  the  army,  the  brigade  left 
its  encampments,  in  rear  of  tne  train,  at  about 
ten  ▲.  M .,  marching  slowly,  very  much  annoyed 
and  delayed  by  the  wagons.  At  twelve  m.,  the 
enemy's  advance  overtook  us,  and  I  formed  line 
of  battle  with  the  Mississippi  battalion  and 
one  section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Bar- 
low, in  advance,  our  line  then  fronthig  the  ene- 
nofy.  The  attack  was  made  by  their  cavalry  and 
vigorously  repulsed  by  two  companies  of  Jack- 
son's cavalry  and  the  Mississippi  battalion,  and 
their  rout  completed  by  the  rapid  and  effective 
fire  of  Lieutenant  Barlow's  section.  Resuming 
the  retreat  we  were  not  again  molested  untfl 
compelled  to  halt,  for  several  hours,  at  the  Tus- 
cnmbia  River  bridge,  allowing  the  wagons  to 
croBS.  The  enemy  arrived  at  our  position  near 
the  bridge  about  sunset  Deploying,  they  en- 
deavored to  turn  my  left  in  order  to  cut  me 
off  from  the  bridge,  at  the  same  time  advanc- 
ing strongly  on  n^  front  and  centre.  After 
heavy  skmnishing,  well  maintained  on  both 
sides,  and  some  artiQer^  firing  by  the  enemy, 
they  advanced  boldly  m  front  of  my  centre, 
opposite  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment 
lUing  command  of  this  regiment  in  person,  I 
advanced  it  about  fifteen  paces,  and  then  poured 
a  deliberate,  well-aimed,  and  simultaneous  vol- 
ley. This  fire,  which  was  handsomely  seconded 
hy  several  rounds  of  canister  by  Binley's  first 
section  under  Lieutenant  Toledano,  on  our  im- 
niediate  right  which  enfiladed  their  line,  followed 

S>  by  a  rapid,  well-aimed,  and  continuous 
e  fire  from  me  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
must  have  proved  destructive,  as  me  eSvance 
was  not  ofily  thus  checked,  but  their  whole 
force  fled  from  the  field.  I  then  crossed  the 
Tnscnmbia  at  my  leisure,  tore  up  and  burnt  the 
bridre,  obstructed  the  ford  near  by,  and  joined 
the  oivision  about  three  miles  beyond.  My  loss 
in  ^e  action  of  the  Tuscumbia  was  two  or  three 


kflled  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  This  brigade 
was  subseauently  detailed  as  the  rear  guard  of 
the  army,  but  had  no  other  engagement  with 
tlie  enemv.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  full  list  of  the  Idlled,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing in  the  three  days'  actions  alluded  to.  The 
officers  of  ray  staff  were  present,  and  untiring  in 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  In 
addition  to  the  assistance  given  by  my  Adjutant- 
(^eneral.  Captain  Hutchinson,  m^^  Inspector- 
Greneral,  Captain  Percy,  and  Lieutenant  Carter, 
Aide-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  to  Caldwell,  of  the 
Watson  battery,  for  bearing  orders  in  ^e  field. 
An  of  these  gentlemen  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage  during  the  action,  and  on 
the  retreat 

In  closing,  I  would  call  the  attention  %f  the 
division  commander  to  the  unexampled  courage 
and  endurance  displayed  by  the  troops,  who, 
under  hardships  and  privations  which  can  only 
be  appreoiatea  by  those  who  experienced  them, 
never  feJtered  in  tiie  discharge  of  their  arduous 
duties.  The  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  Colonel  Farrei,  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
were  conspicuous  in  a  brigade  which  acted  so 
well  that  mey  deserve  to  be  immediately  pun- 
ished. I  know  of  no  better  wav  of  rewarding 
the  t\i'o  thousand  brave  men  man  by  casting 
out  the  two  or  three  cowards  who  happen  to  be 
among  them.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that 
Second  Lieutenant  8.  T.  Clark,  Company  A,  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment,  be  dismissed  in 
disgrace,  and  that  Corporal  Bennett,  and  privates 
Applegate  and  Spiney,Com]jany  B,  be  drummed 
out  of  the  service,  and  their  names  published 
with  the  sentence  attached. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOBK  S.  BOWSN, 
Brigadier-General,  oommandlng. 

KFORT  OF  BRIOJtfMEEUOBKERAL  YILLEPIQUEL 

BMAoqcAxswa  Sioaen>  Bbiqadb,  Febst  Dmnox,) 

AucT  or  DuTRicr  op  thi  Misbisifpl        V 

October  14,  1861 J 

Lieuienant-Oolond  Edward  Imy,  AMsistani  Ad- 
jutanUGenercdf  FirM  DivmoUf  Army  Bis- 
trid  of  the  Mississippi : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honer  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
brigade,  in  the  actions  before  Corinth,  on  the 
third  and  fourth  instants  : 

In  approaching  Corinth  on  the  third  instant, 
the  Second  brigade  was  in  advance.  An  outpost 
of  the  enemy  was  met  about  five  miles  from  the 
fortress,  and  driven  into  the  outer  intrench- 
ments  without  much  opposition.  On  reaching  a 
creek  about  three  miles  from  the  fortress,  and 
quite  near  the  outer  intrenchments,  the  march  of 
me  column  was  delaved  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  from  the  bridge  over  the 
creek  having  been  destroyed.  The  passage, 
however,  was  effected  in  good  time,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  heavy  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  imtil  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division  had  crossed  and  taken  up  their  poai- 
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tions.  The  wlidle  dirkion  fben  advanced,  fke 
Second  brigade  being  on  ibe  extreme  left  The 
enemy  were  driven  steadily  before  ns  nntil  we 
came  in  view  of  the  outer  intrenohments  orrifie- 
pits.  Our  onward  course  was  here  checked  for 
a  short  time,  in  consequence  of  the  deadly  fire 
of^the  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  obetructions 
in  front  of  us. 

After  a  dight  pausejhe  Thirty-third  Missis- 
sippi (Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst  commanding) 
chiu^ed  tbe'intrenchments,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  them  in  eallant  style.  In  consequence  of 
the  dense  thidmess  of  the  undergrowth,  I  had 
lost  sight  of  all  of  my  regiments  except  the 
Thirty-third  Mississippi;  so  that  after  captur- 
ing the  intrenchments,  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  my  scattered  rc^;iment8  could  be  collected 
and  the  fine  re-formed.  During  the  rest  of  the 
day  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  executing 
orders  from  me  Major-deneral  commanding  the 
division,  but  was  not  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Earfy  the  foUowii^  morning,  the  brigade 
advanced  as  directed  untu  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which,  together  with  the  fire 
from  the  enemy's  shaxpshooters,  was  very  heavy, 
causing  many  casualties.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  exceUent, 
and  could  not  be  surpassed.  lAter  in  the  morn- 
ing it  became  necessarv  to  &Q  back  from  Ihis 
advanced  position,  to  defeat  an  attempt  of  ^e 
enemy  to  turn  my  left  flank,  which  was  accom- 
plished in  good  order,  and  the  enemv  repulsed 
m  gallant  style,  and  with  considerable  loss.  This 
last  action  having  caused  the  whole  left  wing  of 
the  army  to  attacNX  the  enemy's  right,  the  enemy 
did  not  again  appear  in  my  immediate  front, 
and  the  brigade  remained  idle  until  ordered 
across  the  ra^oad  to  cover  the  movements  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  army,  which  had  been  with- 
drawn, while  performing  this  service,  the 
enem3r's  cavalry  once  appeared  in  sight,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  disperse  them,  which  was 
done  by  Major  6.  0.  Watts,  by  a  few  rounds 
from  one  of  his  batteries.  I  wiah  to  mention 
for  conspicuous  gallantry  Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst, 
Thirty-third  Mississippi  regiment,  who  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  wi^  empty  guns ;  Colonel  W. 
B.  Shelby,  Thirty^nth  Mississippi  regiment, 
who  rallied  his  men  at  great  personal  risk  from 
a  partial  disorder  into  which  they  had  b«^n 
thrown  by  a  flank  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  of  my  staff  were  with  me  on  the 
field,  and  rendered  me  important  service  in  con- 
veying orders,  etc :  Captain  Kinlock  Falconer, 
Assistant-Adjutant  General,  and  Major  J.  P.  Carr, 
A.  C.  8.,  and  Captam  Belton,  A.  Q.  M. 

I  transmit  the  reports  of  the  different  regi- 
mental commanders,  giving  detailed  operations 
of  the  respective  commands.  I  also  enclose  a 
list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfuHy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  VnxEpiouE, 
Brigadler*Ge&oral,  comnuuidinf . 


BEPOftf  ori 
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HEADQCAinm  Xaitrt's  nmsiow,  > 

COP  oil  TBTJJi,  October  M,  ISSIl  / 

Captain  J,  Mi  LougJiborough^AssisUaUA^utani- 
Oeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  hon<»r  to  report  that  this 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  West  moved  from 
Ripley  towards  Corinth  on  the  thirtieth  Sep- 
tember, numbering  three  thonsand  eight  him- 
dred  and  ninety  infantry,  five  light  batteries  ef 
four  guns  each,  and  eight  hundred  and  eigl^f- 
one  cavalry.  On  the  morning  of  Qctob«r  thini 
we  moved,  at  daylight^  from  our  camp  near 
Chewalla  to  attack  the  enemy  in  Corinth.  The 
division  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  near 
Walker's  house,  north  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Moore's  brigade,  with  its 
right  resting  near  the  railroad ;  PMfer's  brigade 
was  formed  on  Moore's  left,  extending  to  Heberta 
division ;  and  Cabell's  bni^ade  was  held  in  re- 
serve. The  line  faced  Conoth  and  the  enemy's 
advanced  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  sharpshooters  of  Moore  s  and  Philert 
brigades,  under  Colonels  Rogers,  Sherman,  and 
Bridges,  soon  became  iHiskly  engaged  vilfa 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  back  into 
their  intrenchments.  At  ten  a.  m.  our  wb(^ 
line  moved  forward,  and  the  strong  outWM'kBof 
the  enemy  were  carried  without  (meek.  Mocoo 
and  Phifer  at  once  pushed  on  towards  Corinth  in 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  When  within 
a  little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  town  they  weis 
halted.  Moore  was  moved  towards  his  right  to 
unite  with  the  line  of  General  Lovell,  whieh  was 
advancing  along  fhe  south  side  c^  the  MemphJB 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  soon  enoomitered  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  whom,  after  a  ieroe 
contest,  he  drove  before  nim.  Soon  afterwards 
he  was  reinforced  by  two  regiments  of  Cabefl'a 
brigade,  under  Colonels  Johnson  and  Dockeij. 
The  advance  was  then  resumed,  and  Moere  loan 
became  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  oceepy* 
ing  a  field-work,  or  intrenched  camp.  This  be 
carried  by  assault,  capturing  the  camp  and  iti 
stores.  Phifer,  advancing,  was  met  near  the 
MobUe  and  Ohio  Railroaa  by  a  strong  force  «£ 
the  enemy,  whom,  after  an  obstinate  combat,  li- 
tended  with  a  heavy  loss  on  both  sides,  be  drove 
back  into  Corinth,  and  was  then  halted,  wift  hii 
left  resting  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railread,  his  right  being  a  iitde 
thrown  baek.  Cabell  was  sent  to  support  Phi- 
fer's  right,  now  separated  by  a  wide  qiaoe  ihn 
Moore,  and  was  soon  afterwards  withdrawn  to 
support  Hebert's,  who  was  threatened .  by  a 
flank  movement  of  the  enemy  towards  hia  o- 
treme  left.  About  dark  Moore  was  drawn  in 
towards  his  left,  until  hia  Hne  united  with  Phi- 
fer's ;  and  the  troops  lay  on  their  afkna  in  theee 
positions  all  night.  Just  before  dai^igbt,  Major 
Burnett  placed  the  batteries  of  Tobin,  i::^- 
stack,  and  McNally  upon  an  advaaced  iidge 
about  six  hundred  yards  from  Corinrb,  aod 
opened  fire  upon  Uie  town.    One  of  their  pi<««» 
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wlvle  takiDf  poiUioDt  being  Arova  bj  Ckplifci 
TobiQ  rathec  too  far  beyond  bis  support,  was 
surprised  ana  captured  by  tbe  enemy  s  sWp- 
sbooters.    Captain  Tobin  was  made  prisoner  at 
tbe  same  time.    At  dayli^t  sll  of  tbose  fvaas 
wore  witbdrawB,  and  ue  fire  of  tbe  divisisD 
was  maintained  by  tbe  sbarpsbooters  only,  wbo, 
bold^  and  inoessantjly,  under  Rodger8,Sberman) 
and  Sridges,  barassed  tbe  eneisy.    I  bad  been 
(»^ered  to  await  tbe  attack  of  mbert's  divisitm 
en  my  left  before  adYanciiuf  to  storm  tbe  town. 
Soon  after  nine  o*clock  tbe  mria^  upon  i^y  left  be- 
Qsme  sbarp,  and  Hoore  and  Ptuftf  were  at  once 
advanoed.    Cabell's  brigade  was  moved  doser 
up  and  beld  in  resenre.    In  a  few  minntes  &e 
fnsilade  became  general  along  tbe  wbole  line  of 
tbe  Army  of  tbe  West ;  and  (SkbelUs  brigade  was 
ordered  in  to  support  of  Gates*  brigade,  tbe  next 
onPbifer'sleft.  Tbe  biigades  of  Oanerals  Moore, 
Fhifer,  and  Cabell  were  gallantly  led  by  tbeir 
commanders  to  tbe  assaoit  ef  tbe  enemy's  work 
in  the  beart  of  Corintb.    Tbev  carried  them, 
planted   tbeir  colors  witbin  them,  drove  tbe 
&aemj  from  them,  and  held  them  until  forced 
back  by  the  oyerwbelming  reserves  of  the 
enemy.    Tbe  division  was  then  re-formed  and 
marched  back  to  encamp  near  ChewaUa.    Next 
morning  it  moved  towards  Poct^ontas.    When 
within  five  miles  of  Davis'  bridffe,  comrieie  from 
Colonel  Wirt  AdaQU^  who  bad  been  guardiiv; 
that  point,  apprised  us  that  the  enemy  was  a£ 
vancmg  in  force  to  seize  it  befoie  we  could 
cross.    Moore's  brigade,  now  reduced  to  about 
three  hundred  men,  was  pished  forward,  and 
with  the  8t  Louis  battery  uid  two  guns  taken 
from  the  enemy  at  Corinth  (all  under  Mijor 
Burnett's  orden).  marched  across  the  bridges 
and  formed  with  uie  view  of  storming  tbe  heights 
ot  Matamoras ;  but  tbev  were  too  few  and  too 
late.    The  enen^'s  artillery  and  infantiy,  already 
in  position^  swept  them  away  and  were  dose 
upon  tbe  bridge  before  Fhifer's  brigade,  com- 
m»nded  by  Coiond  Boss,  could  cross  and  form 
and  meet  them.    (We  lost  four  of  our  guns  here.) 
Nothing  remaiaea  for  us  now  but  to  cuspute  the 
enemy's  passage  over  the  bridge,  and  to  hold 
him  in  check  as  long  as  possible.    This  was  gal- 
lantly done  for  more  than  an  hour  by  the  rem- 
nants of  Moore's,  Philer's,  and  Cabell's  brigades, 
and  b^  the  batteries  of  Hosg,  Sengstack,  Daw- 
aon,  Lieatenant  Moore  andLieutenant  Miles, 
Boperiatended  by  Mi^or  Burnett    They  were 
all  then  ordered«to  retire  and  take  up  a  position 
within  the  timber.    This  was  done  in  good  or- 
der, and  tbe  enemy  noi  advaneing,  the  whole 
division  was  withdrawn   and   put  upon  tiie 
march  by  another  route,  omr  rear  being  oevered 
by  Qeneral  Yillepigue's  br^pvle.    Last  night 
the  division  bivouacked  at  Hub  pcnnt    I  endose 
herewith  the  re|K>rts  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  ana  refer  yoQ  to  them  for  more 
detailed  accpunts  oi  tiiese  aotioas  than  I  can 
give.    I  can  bear  honest  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
snd  valor  of  the  officers  and  troops  under  my 
coBunand.    The  instances  c^  gallant  conduct 
would  include  too  many  for  me  to  mention  here. 


B«t  ther»  are  two  men  of  bumble  rank  whose 
cKmspicuous  courage  and  energy  at  Davis'  bridge 
attracted  general  attention  ana  admiration.  One 
is  Earnest  Goolah,  chief  bugler  of  Ross'  regi- 
ment ;  the  other  is  Benjamin  J.  Chandler,  a  pri- 
vate of  <Company  C,  Slenmi's  cavalry.  I  recom- 
mend tffem  to  the  most  favorable  considerations 
of  the  General  commanding  as  worthy  of  the 
homos  due  to  oonspicuous  courage  upon  the 
battle-field.  Mv  stafif  officers  were  always  prompt, 
intelligent,  and  gallant 

I  endose  the  reports  of  our  losses.  You  will 
observe  that  they  have  been  very  heavy.  But, 
sir,  we  remember  that  our  noble  dead  fell  in  tbe 
streets  and  in  the  innermost  fortifications  of 
Corinth,  and  that  our  torn  colors  have  floated 
in  triumph  over  the  very  stronghold  of  the  foe. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Dabnet  H.  Maurt, 
Ui^r-4«iieral,  command  lug  Divialon. 
(Official  copy.) 
Macbrak, 

AflBtotaat  A(Uiilalit-0«Dena. 

BSMrr  OF  BUOABIER-QENEllAL  GREEN. 

October  10,  1862. 

Acting  AcHuUmt-Oeneraly  Army  of  ike  West : 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  that  portion  of 
the  army  under  my  command  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement at  Corinth : 

On  the  Dooming  of  the  third  instant,  being  in 
commend  of  the  Third  brigade  of  tbe  First  di- 
vision, commanded  by  Brigadier-Qeneral  He- 
bert,  I  was  ordered  to  take  petition  on  tbe  left 
of  the  Fourth  brigade,  forming  a  line  in  front  of 
and  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  die 
enemy's  outer  breastworks.  Scarcely  was  ^e 
line  formed  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us 
with  great  fierceness  a  fire  of  sWl  and  gprape, 
doing  us,  however,  but  little  barm — ^woimding 
a  lew  men.  About  twdve  o'clock  we  were  or- 
dered to  advance;  our  skirmishers  being  in 
front  of  our  lines,  soon  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers inside  of  the  fortifications,  where  they 
eadeavored  to  make  a  stand,  and  opened  upon 
us  with  musketry.  We  continued  to  advance 
rapidly ;  the  enemy  &d  and  we  took  possession 
of  the  fortifications.  The  order  being  still  to 
move  forwud,  we  moved  in  Une  until  we  came 
to  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  a  murderous  fire  from  two  batteries  placed 
upon  a  bill  beyond.  I  baited  the  bri^^ule  and 
ordered  Captains  Landis  and  G^uber,  with  their 
batteries,  to  take  nosttioB  and  fire  upon  the  ene* 
my.  We  here  bad  a  brisk  artillery  fight  which 
ksted  about  three^uarters  of  an  hour.  Our  bat- 
teries having  driven  tbose  of  the  enemy  from 
their  position,!  then  advanced  my  brigade  until 
I  came  to  another  fidd  where  I  found  the  enemy 
in  line,  under  the  cover  of  a  fence  on  the  far 
side  of  the  fidd«  awaiting  our  approach.  Here 
we  saw  daneer  ahead,  with  a  battery  and  a  line 
of  infantry  firing  upon  us  from  the  left,  and  a 
heavy  tire  in  front  We  moved  forward  at 
double-quick  across  the  open  field  to  meet  the 
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enemj.  Here  was  an  unceanng  fire  of  mtis- 
ketry  for  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  as  we 
would  break  th6  lines  of  the  enemy  they  would 
bring  fresh  troops.  I  sent  to  Colonel  Qates, 
whose  brigade  was  not  engaged,  to  try  md  re- 
lieve us  of  the  cross-fire  on  me  left,  which  he 
did  bj  sending  to  my  support  the  Second  Mis- 
souri infantiy.  Colonel  Cockerel  commanding. 
We  then  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the  oiemy 
from  the  field,  but  not  until  we  had  lost  many 
brave  and  gallant  officers  and  soldiers.  During 
this  engi^ement  I  was  enabled  to  see  the  whole 
length  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  three  Mis- 
souri and  two  Mississippi  regiments,  and  I  am 
proud  to  tay  there  was  no  faltering,  but  all 
seemed  ea^er  for  the  combat  And  nobly  did 
they  sustam  it ;  no  troops  could  have  done  bet- 
ter, nor  could  I  distinguish  between  the  regi- 
ments which  behaved  the  most  gaUantly ;  each 
did  vigorously  the  work  assigned  it  In  this 
charge  we  lost  largely  in  officers.  Colonels  Er- 
win  and  McFarlond  and  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Ferrell  and  Hedgespeth  were  wounded.  Col- 
onel Ferrell  fell  wmle  urging  his  men  forward ; 
He  was  at  least  twenty  vards  in  advance  of  his 
command.  I  fear  he  will  never  again  be  able  to 
take  the  field.  In  him  we  lose  a  gallant  officer. 
Lieutenant€olone]  Leigh  of  the  Forty-Uiird 
Mississippi  fell  while  edlanliy  leading  his  wing 
of  the  regiment  ^uijor  McQuiddy  was  se- 
verely wounded.  Migor  Vaughn,  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri,  was  killed.  While  leading  this  charge 
several  officers  of  the  line  were  Killed,  among 
whom  were  the  foDowing:  Captain  Taylor, 
Captain  McEinney^and  Ce^^ain  Graves. 

After  the  enemy  fell  oack  and  the  irine 
ceased,  we  gathered  up  the  wounded  and  ad- 
vanced our  Unes  some  two  hundred  yards  be- 
yond "pdiere  the  enemy  had  fought  us,  and  slept 
on  our  arms  all  night 

About  daylight,  lesyinff  our  skirmishflrs  out, 
we  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards  under 
cover  of  the  hill,  in  order  to  get  some  refresh- 
menls.  Before  we  were  done  eating  Ihe  enemy 
opened  then:  battsries  upon  us  most  fWously. 

Just  at  this  time  I  received  a  message  from 
General  Hebert  informing  me  that  he  was  una- 
ble to  take  the  field,  and  liiat  the  command  of 
the  division  would  devolve  upon  me ;  in  a  few 
minutes  I  received  an  order  from  General  Price 
placing  me  in  oonmuind. 

The  command  of  the  Third  brigade  now  de- 
volved upon  Colonel  Moore  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi  regiment 

At  the  time  of  assuming  conmiand  I  found 
the  brigades  placed  as  follows  {  the  Third  bri- 
gade on  the  left  of  General  Phifer,  its  left  rest- 
ing near  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Raihroad ;  First 
brigade  (Colonel  Gales)  on  its  left,  fronting  the 
railroad ;  the  Fourth  brigade  (Colonel  McLean) 
on  its  left ;  and  the  Second  brigade  fColonel  Cob- 
bert)  in  reserve.  I  immediatefy  sent  for  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  and  placed  it  in  line  where  the 
Third  was,  and  held  the  Third  in  reserve.  In 
this  position  we  skirmished-  fbr  a  short  time 
with  the  enemy.    Receiving  word  from  Colonel 


MoLian  (oommsBding  FourOi  brigade)  that 
ihere  was  danger  of  his  left  beine  turned  by 
the  enemy,  and  that  if  attempted  he  would  hQ 
unable  to  prevent  it,  I  ordered  the  Second  to 
move  to  me  left  of  the  Fourtti,  pUcing  the 
Third  in  its  original  position.  I  then  ordered  a 
forward  movement,  directing  the  Second  and 
Fourth  to  move  forward  in  edidon,  throwing 
the  left  forward  so  as  to  come  to  a  charge  i 
the  same  time  of  the  rieht 

At  ^e  time  I  ordered  the  forward  moveoieDt 
I  sent  for  reinforoements,  believing  that  we 
would  need  them,  f^  I  could  see  the  eaaemj  had 
two  lines  of  fortifications  bristling  with  artfl- 
lery  and  strongly  supported  by  infantry.  Our 
lines  moved  across  the  railroad,  advandng 
slowly  and  steadily,  our  skirmishers  constandy 
fighting  with  those  of  the  enemy,  drivine 
them  back.  When  within  about  two  hundrea 
yards  the  command  was  ordered  to  charge 
at  a  double-quick.  The  whole  line  now  moved 
forward  with  great  rapidity.  Officers  and  men 
all  seemed  eager  to  be  foremost  in  reaching  die 
fortifications,  but  it  was  a  hard  road  to  trarel, 
eHmbing  over  logs,  bruidi,and  fellen  timber, 
while  masked  batteriee  of  the  enemy  opened 
upon  us  at  almost  every  step  witii  ^^reat  ramgli- 
ter,  but  nothing  daunted  the  divisions  jnessed 
forward.  The  First  brigade  (Colonel  Gates  com- 
manding) arriving  at  the  fortifications  drove  the 
enemy  urom  their  intrenchments,  taking  about 
forty  pieces  of  artiDery.  The  Fourth  and  Second 
brigades  having  worse  roads,  and  the  distance 
being  greater,  only  a  portion  of  them  were  tUe 
to  reach  the  intrenchments,  and  the  left  being 
in  danger  of  being  outflanked,  fell  back.  liesr 
tenant  Colonel  luuptn  of  the  Ftrst  Missoori 
caviUry  taervhi^  as  in&ntry),  fell  while  gaDan^r 
leading  nis  reg^ent  in  the  char^  on  the  ene- 
my's fortifications,  bearing  his  regimentd 
colors.  Cdond  Moore,  I  fear,  was  mortidly 
wounded  while  leading  the  Third  brigade  on  a 
diarge  in  town ;  he  fm  near  the  depot  and  wii 
left  on  the  field. 

Colonel  McLean  oonmianding  Fourth  brtfade 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge,  ^u^ 
McOuiddy,  who  was  wounded  on  the  day  before 
in  me  arm,  but  would  not  leave  his  command 
(Third  Missouri  cavalry),  was  severely  wouoded 
m  the  thigh.  Major  Yates,  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi,  was  also  wounded,  as  was  abo  Col- 
one]  Pntchard,  of  the  Third  Missouri  inftmtiy. 
Reinforoements  again  bein^  sent  for.  General 
Cabell  came  up  with  his  brigade,  but  before  he 
could  get  to  the  fortifications.  Colonel  Gates*  hd- 
munition  was  exhausted  and  he  fell  back.  The 
fire  then  became  terrifia  General  Oabdl  was 
unable  to  retake  the  fortifications,  and  the  whole 
linefsll  back  on  the  hiB,  in  rear  of  the  batteries. 
Here  I  received  orders  to  moye  ike  division 
back  on  the  hill  beyond  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Before  reaching  that 
point,  I  received  an  order  to  continue  the  miroh 
until  further  orders. 

We  encamped  early  in  die  evening  on  fb» 
right  of  the  road  opposite.    Sunday  mondiig  I 
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was  ordered  to  rwume  th6  oMnb,  mwohliff  In 
the  rear  of  Qenerel  Maury's  division.  Bmre 
reaic^iiig  tiie  Hatohie,  I  reoaiTed  an  order  to 
push  forward,  **  ^b&i  Qeneral  Ma^*s  ^rision 
£ad  eog^Biged  ttie  enemj  on  the  Hatchie,  and 
needed  assistance.''  I  pnshed  forward  as  rsB^dfy 
as  tiie  men  conld  possibh^  travel ;  wheei  we  ar^ 
riv^  however,  we  found  €toneral  OabeQ's  fmroe 
fiadling  back  in  good  order.  I  was  ordered  to 
f<»rm  on  the  left  of  a  road  in  a  field,  behind  a 
fence.  We  threw  out  skurmishers,  who  soon  en- 
gaged those  of  the  enemj,  and  drove  tiiein  back. 
The  FoTurth  brigade  duoae  upon  a  body  of  the 
enemy's  Bkirmisbers,  ohaxged  and  repulsed  them. 
We  here  lay  still  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  ene- 
my in  eighty  every  minute  expectiiu;  to  move 
forward,  out  instead,  we  received  orders  to  *'  fiJl 
back,"  which  we  dia  without  any  interrvption 
of  the  enemy,  tiiiough  they  still  continued  throw- 
ing shell  as  they  had  been  doing  all  the  time ; 
here  I  had  three  or  four  men  slightly  wounded, 
I  v^BS  then  ordered  to  move  my  divilnbn  out  on 
the  *'  Boneyard  Road."  At  the  crossinff  of  the 
Hatchie  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
Ripley  road,  and  bivouack  for  the  night,  which 
I  did  m  line  alone  the  road  towards  Poeahontas, 
throwing  out  picScets  to  give  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  The  next  tnoming  I  re- 
Bomed  the  march  in  good  order  towards  ^pley. 
During  the  fieht  and  on  the  retreat,  both  officers 
and  sMcfiers  have  shown  themselves  as  brave  as 
Uie  most  sanguine  could  desire.  AU  did  their 
duty  fff^  aEM  were  I  to  particuiarize  I  would 
not  know  where  to  begin.  I  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  acknowlec^^g  my  oUigations  to 
Captain  Wm.  B.  Pittman,  for  his  pomptness  in 
carrying  an  order  through  the  field  when  the 
"very  atmosphere  seemed  filled  with  shot,  shell, 
grape,  and  cani^er;  abo  to  Major  Theo.  John- 
son, who  acted  as  voluntary  aid,  and  who  con- 
veyed carders  with  mat  despatch  through  the 
hottest  firing  regardless  of  danger. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M^anN  K  GanDr. 
Brigadier-Oeperal,  commanding  Dlrlrton. 

BfiPOBT  OF  BBIGABIER^ENERAL  OABEU*. 

BmADQpixTBm  OimX'i  Brkudb,    1 
Hack's  DmnsKur,  October  10, 1M2.  / 

Ck^fiain  Fhvoerree,  Asaisiani  Ad^juknU-Oeneral, 
Maury's  Division : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  my  conmand  in  the  engagements 
before  ODrinm,  on  the  third  and  fourth,  and  at 
the  Hatdide  bridge,  on  the  fifth  instant. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth.  Nine- 
teenth, l^entieth,  and  Twenty-first  Arkansas 
regiments,  Jones'  battalion  of  Arkansas  volun- 
teerSy  Rapley*s  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
the  Appeal  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Hogg. 
These  regiments  were  small,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven  {1^61) 
effective  men.  On  the  third  instant,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Maury, 
commanding  division,  my  brigade,  after  cross- 


inff Ihe  Mtedssippi  and  Charleston  Bailroad,  was 
h^  in  reserve  to  support  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Moore  and  Fhifer,  that  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.    I  remained  with- 
in supporting  distance  of  the  two  brigades  with 
mv  whole  brigade  until  half-past  three  o'clock, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  send  two  regiments  to 
support  General  Moore  on  the  right    I  sent,  at 
once,  Ihe  Nineteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Dockey.  and  the  Twentieth  Arkaosas, 
under  Colonel  Bt.  P.  JohnsoD,  who  became,  after 
arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  quickly  engaged 
with  tihie  enemy,  driving  the  enemy  before  them 
with  mat  loss ;  our  loss  being  small,  not  over 
five  kuled  and  ten  wounded  in  each  regiment 
After  these  regiments  had  been  sent  off,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  division  commander 
to  move,  with  the  remainder  of  my  brigade,  to 
the  support  of  General  Phifer.     This   order 
was  obeyed  promptly.    After  arriving  on  the 
field  I  found  General  Phifer's  brigade,  although 
much  exhausted  from  heat  and  dust,  had  driven 
ihe  enemy  wi^in  less  than  eight  himdred  (800) 
yards  of  their  breastworks  around  the  city  of 
Corinth.    I  immediatelv  formed  my  line  of  bat- 
tle, threw  my  skirmisners  to  the  front,  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  enabled 
General  Phifer  to  withdraw  his  brigade.    After 
his  brigade  had  been  withdrawn,  I  advanced 
with  my  skirmishers,  fighting  the  enemy  as  far 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent  with  the  small  force  I 
lead.    I  therefore  contented  myself  with  hold- 
ing &e  position  I  had,  and  watchine  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  my  skirmishers  in  tlie 
meantime  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  ene- 
my's sharpshooters.    I  am  confident  they  did 
terrible  execation  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
I  then  captured  two  fine  ambulances  and  nine 
prisoners ;  the  enemy  during  this  time  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  of  mpe  and  canister,  which, 
although  furious,  did  but  little  harm,  as  my  loss 
was  omy  two  privates  killed  and  five  wounded, 
I  was  here  struck  myself  on  the  foot  with  a 
spent  Minni6  ball,  which  gave  me  a  great  deal 
01  pain  at  the  time,  but  did  not  disable  me. 
About  sundown,  after  the  enemy  had  drawn  all 
their  infantry  and    artillery  inside  the  inner 
works,  I  received  an  order  to  report,  with  mv 
brigade,  to  General  Hebert,  on  the  extreme  lefx, 
to  guard  the  crossing  of  a  road  leading  from  the 
Purdy  road  across  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road.   I  reported,  as  directed,  to  General  He- 
bert, who  gave  me  the  necessary  instructions, 
and  ordered  me  (by  the  consent  of  General 
Armstrong)  to  retain  a  section  of  Kink's  artil- 
lery and  Colonel  McCulloch's  regiment  of  cav- 
alry.   After  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
forces  under  my  command,  placing  out  my  pick- 
ets to  watch  the  movements  of  fibe  enemy,  and 
protect  our  left  from  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  I  remained   there  until   seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  fourth,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Hebert  to  move  up  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Green,  to  whom  he  had  (beii^  sickj  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  oivision.    1  moved 
up,  as  ordered,  and  reported  to  General  Green 
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who  ordered  me  to  remain  in  mippof^kag  dis- 
tance of  his  hrlgade,  at  the  same  time  informing 
me  that  I  would  be  sabjeot  to  orders  from  mj 
own  division  commander,  Brigadier-C^eral 
Mamry.  A  short  time  had  elapsed  before  I 
received  an  order  ^-om  Gknend  Manry  to  move 
as  near  General  Fhifer  as  I  could,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  ground  to  protect  my  mea  from  a 
t^rific  fire  of  artillery,  which  I  was  exposed  to 
from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Bailroad.  I  placed  toy 
brigade  on  the  side  of  a  hill  protectiug  them  as 
much  as  possible  from  this  furious  discharge  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell,  that  was  kept  up  with- 
out a  moment's  cessation,  sufficient  to  demoral- 
ize any  troops  except  such  as  the  troops  which 
composed  my  brigade.  This  was  within  less 
tiian  seven  hundred  (700)  ^ds  of  the  breasts 
works  and  the  town  of  Gormth,  where  the  First 
Missouri  brigade,  under  Colonel  Gates,  was 
hotiy  engaged.  About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I 
received  an  order  from  Greneral  Mauiy,  deliv- 
ered by  Captain  Flowerree,  Adjutant-General, 
to  move  rapidly  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Gates, 
who  had  entered  the  enemy's  breastworks  and 
could  not  hold  it  for  the  want  of  ammunition. 
This  order  was  received  with  a  shout  by  tke 
whole  brigade,  who  had  stood  this  terrible 
cannonading  for  more  than  ui  hour.  Imme- 
diately after  receiving  the  order,  I  moved  by 
the  left  flank,  at  double-quick,  until  I  crossed 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  RaiLroad.  After  crossiog 
the  railroad,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
I  feu^  to  the  front  and  moved  on  the  enemy's 
works,  the  left  in  the  open  field  and  the  ri^ht 
and  centre  through  a  skni;  of  woods  about  mty 
j^ards  wide,  expectine  to  find  the  Missouri  bri^ 
gade.  This  brigade  nad,  however,  fallen  back, 
taking  a  road  on  my  extreme  right.  Instead  of 
meeting  the  Missouri  brigade  as  I  had  been  in- 
formed I  would,  I  found  the  enemy  in  line  of 
battie  just  outside  of  the  timber,  and  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  breastworks. 
My  left  became  engaged  at  once,  after  facing  to 
the  front,  and  the  whole  line  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  when  I  gave  the  word  "  charge."  As 
soon  as  the  conmiand  was  given,  the  whole 
line  moved  at  double-quick,  almost  as  one  man, 
shouting  "  Butter,"  and  driving  them  until  they 
reached  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
where  a  greater  force  than  1  had  driven  in 
sprang  up,  delivering  a  tremendous  voUev  in 
the  very  faces  of  the  greater  part  of  ny  whole 
line,  which  was  at  that  time  subject  to  mre,  from 
the  left  front  of  the  bastion  near  the  college,  as 
well  as  to  the  artillery  fire  from  the  battery  on 
the  south  side  of  the  raihroad,  and  on  the  left  of 
the  work  charged.  A  part  of  the  Twentietii 
Arkansas  regiment,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  went 
over  the  works  inside  of  Corintii.  The  numbers 
of  the  enemy  being  so  great  in  front,  at  the 
same  time  beine  exposed  to  such  a  dreadful 
cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillerv  on  mv  flanks 
and  rear,  that  my  men  were  compeued  to  rail  back 
with  a  very  heavy  loss  of  kUled  and  wounded, 
officers  and  men. 
The  courage  and  daring  of  my  men,  who  shot  \ 


iho<«Denar  d«WB  in  liieir  tfeasbes,  IS  bejmd  iQ 
praiM ;  tne  grouid  in  front  ^f  the  breaolworb 
was  KteiaUy  oove»d  witii  the  dead  and  wounded 
of  bo^- friend  and  foe,  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  being  nearty,  if  not  fully,  two  to 
onSk  Tbnse  left  presented  the  appeannoe  of 
men  nearly  whipped,  and  convinced  me  that  it 
was  nothmg  but  their  reinforcements  and  supe- 
rior numbers  that  kept  them  from  a  total  rout 
My  loiBi  m  officers  eiq>ecial]y,  was,  I  regret  to 
sfl^,  very  great  at  this  time ;  a  great  many,  bolh 
omosni  and  privates,  were  wounded  and  taken 
prisoners.  Idlest  here  three  brave  and  vakaUe 
field  x)fficers  killed— Colonel  H.  P.  Johnson  and 
Mi^  Dane  W.  Jones,  Twentieth  Arkaosai 
regiment,  and  Mt^r  Dowdle,  Twenty-first  ir- 
k^sas,  and  Colonel  Daly,  Eis^teenth  Arkanaas, 
mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  Ideut^antCol- 
<mel  Matheny,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  wounded, 
detain  Lynch,  Eighteenth  Arkansas,  and  Gas- 
tain  Atkins,  Ranley's  battalion,  two  gallant  offi- 
cers, wwe  killea.  Colonel  Cnvens,  Tw^tty-fint 
Arkansas,  acted  nob^,  and  had  his  h(Nr8eBhot 
under  him.  Colonel  Dockey,  Lieutenant^ 
(Hiel  Disunke, -Lieutenant-Colonel  fletchef,Map 
JOT  WilliaBis,  and  M^or  Wilson,  disUnguiahed 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  and  darii^;  also, 
Obtain  Ashford,  who  commanded  tiie  battitioa 
of  sharpshooters  (Major  Rapley  being  abeest, 
sick).  After  bein^  repulsed  by  an  overwh^a- 
in^  force,  I  received  an  order  to  M  badk 
with  what  was  left  of  my  brigade,  with  tbe 
remainder  of  the  armv,  which  I  did,  ta!bng  all 
the  knapsacks  and  bumkets  I  could  with  me 
to  tiie  camp  on  ChewaUa,  on  tiie  south  side  of 
the  Memphis  and  C)karleston  Baibroad,  when 
we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  fifth.  I 
(mly  numbered,  all  told»  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifm,  previous  to  marching  to  Davis  hndg^ 
across  the  Hatchie  River,  five  hundred  and  wy 
(550)  men.  Mine  was  the  rear  brigade  in  v» 
division,  and  was,  owing  to  the  order  of  ntaroh 
of  that  day,  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  advance 
brigade,  which  became  engaged  with  a  greatly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  immediately  after 
crossing  the  Hatchie  River.  When  the  can- 
nonading was  first  heard  in  front,  I  was  then 
crossine  ^e  I'uscumbia  River,  a  distance  of  fire 
mUes.  1  received  an  order  from  General  Mamy, 
while  crossing  the  river,  to  move  rapidh*  to  the 
front  to  tiie  support  of  (General  Moore.  I  moved 
forward,  then,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  at  &e 
double-quick  most  of  the  way,  until  I  reachjod 
the  field  of  batUe,  which  was  then  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  where  General  Phifer'a 
brigade,  with  my  battery  of  artillery,  which  I 
had  sent  in  the  aavance,  was  hotly  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  I  inmiediately,  after  ascertaining 
the  position  of  the  ene^y,  formed  line  of  battle, 
and  placed  rov  line  on  the  right  of  Gtucral 
Phifer's  brigaae.  The  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  at  once ;  we  replied  instantly,  and  contiDaed 
to  keep  up  a  perfect  musketry  duel  for  about  an 
hour,  when  I  found  my  cartridges  giving  oat 
I  immediately  issued  about  t^i  (10)  roonda  of 
cartridges  to  the  men  and  renewed  the  fire, 
which  was  continued  until  the  enemy  ceased 
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firing  (except  &elr  skirmislient  and  mr  cart- 
ridges nad  given  out  I  sent  word  to  Genend 
Maimr  that  my  ammmiition  had  gfren  mi,  and 
that  I  conld  omj  hope  to  hold  the  ground  wi^ 
the  bayonet  should  the  enemy's  cavalry  atteibpt 
to  charge  ns.  General  Manry  then  ordered  me 
to  fiedl  back  to  the  timber  and  ^et  ammmiition. 
After  receiving  this  order,  I  withdrew  my  men 
in  good  order,  with  a  lo8»  of  not  more  thui  two 
kilted  and  eight  woifnded,  a  thing  unprecedented, 
considering  the  obstmacy  of  the  fight  that  had 
been  going  on  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half. 
While  withdrawing  my  men,  my  horse,  who  had 
become  veij  fiantic,  fell  on  me  and  injured  my 
thigh  and  hip  very  seriously,  oompletelv  para^rz- 
ing  my  left  leg.  I,  however,  fbrmed  mylme 
and  gave  tiie  command  of  ihe  few  that  were 
left  to  Colonel  Dockey,  as  I  was  unable  to  wsdk. 
In  this  action,  as  well  as  in  the  engagements  of 
Friday  and  Saturday,  I  cannot  particularize. 
Every  officer  and  man  seemed  willing  and  anx- 
ious to  meet  the  enemy,  and  the  daring  and  gal- 
lant charge  made  on  die  enemy's  br^Bkstwonra, 
and  Uie  obstinacy  with  which  they  stood  in  an 
open  field  and  fought  the  enemy  partly  concealed 
in  the  woods,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  vt  Hatchie 
River,  will  bear  testhnoirjr  to  the  ftkct,  and  give 
them  a  just  claim  to  the  admiration  and  gratHude 
of  their  State  and  country,  and  wiH  cause  them 
to  mingle  their  tears  with  the  survivors  for 
the  heroes  who  have  fdOmu  Mv  persraial  staff, 
^ajor  John  King,  Adjutant^eneral,  O&ptain 
Banot^  Inspector-General,  and  Lieutenant  Mar- 
shall Hairston,  A.  D.  C,  were  all  distinguished 
for  &eir  daring  and  bravery.  I  am  mider  many 
obligations  for  the  promptftess  with  which  they 
assisted  me  in  every  engagement ;  also,  to  my 
volunteer  Aids,  Lieutenant  Shepherd  and  &&. 
Templeman,  who  were  conspicuous  f^  daring 
and  gallantry  in  every  engagement,  xmder  every 
fire.  Major  Hooper,  tfri^e  Quartermaster,  ana 
Major  Smith,  Brigade  Commissary,  as  well  as  ^ 
Surgeons  of  the  whole  brigade,  deserve  my  es- 

rial  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  energy  displt^ed 
the  field  and  everywhere  during  the  whole 
expedition. 

Captain  BuiBett,  Chief  of  Artiflery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hogg,  commanding  Appeal  Imttery,  with 
his  officers  and  men,  deserve  special  notice  for 
the  skifl  and  efficiency  with  which  they  handled 
the  battery  and  poured  the  shot  and  shell  into 
the  enemy's  ranks. 

Before  closing,  I   must  return  my  sinoere 
ttianks  to  the  olfioars  and  men  who  have  fur- 
vived,ibr  the  promptnets,  daring,  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  they  have  executed  every 
order,  and  ask  them  never  to  forget  tiie  daring 
and  heroism  of  the  noble  dei^.     Arkamas, 
&ough  for  a  time  cast  in  gloom  for  her  lost 
sons,  can  look  with  pride  to  the  daring  and  gal- 
lantry of  her  sons,  and  console  herself  with  the 
happy  thought  that  her  soldiers  are  equal  to 
any  uid  second  to  none  amongst  those  who  are 
battling  for  Southern  independence. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  L.  Gabbix, 
Brigadler-Geoeral,  oomnuuiaing  Brigade. 


4ff  BBWAMP-QlWHtAL  MQOBB. 

HsADQumm  Momo^  Bbmiaos,  Abmt  or  tb  Wmt,) 

Guip  IT  Luxpxnr'a  Mnx,  > 

Nbab  Hollt  Snicraa,  October  18;  1862.  j 

OMkrin  J).  W.  Fiowerrm,  A.  A.  Oenercd: 

6m  I  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fbllowiiig 
report  oi  the  part  taken  hf  this  brigade  in  the 
action  on  tiie  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants. 

This  br%ade  was  oomposed  of  the  following 
regiments,  to  wit  r  Second  TexaA,  Colonel  W.  P. 
Rogeis ;  Lyle's  Afkanaas  regimo&t,  lieutenant- 
Oolonel  Pennington ;  Boone's  Arkansas  renmoat, 
LieutenaBt^mel  Boone ;  Thirty-fifth  Missis- 
sippi regiment^  Cobnel  Wm.  L.  6arry ;  Forty- 
second  Alabaaoa  regiment.  Colonel  €ohn  W. 
Poitis;  Bledsoe's  battery,  Captain  H.  M.  Bled- 
soe— making -five  regimente  and  one  battery; 
total  effective  strength,  eighteen  hundred  and 
n^ty-two  (I,B92),  about 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  we  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  road  leading  from  Poca- 
hontas to  Corinth,  and  distant  about  one-hali 
mile  firom  the  enemy's  outer  works.  Our  brisade 
here  occupied  the  right  of  the  line  formed  by 
Mauiys  division,  our  right  resting  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  Lovell's  forces  on  our 
right  beyond  the  road^  Soon  Lovell's  forces 
engaged  tiie  enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  order- 
ed forward  across  a  corn-field  to  their  support, 
with  instructions  to  halt  on  reaching  the  timber 
on  the  opposito  side,  and  await  further  orders. 
On  reaching  the  point  designated,  a  part  of  the 
Second  Texas  axui  (me  company  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  were  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  whi&a  they  wsre  driven  back 
within  tiieir  intrenehmente.  We  here  lost  a  few 
men,  and  Major  W.  C.  Simmons,  commanding 
the  skirmishers,  was  wounded.  We  were  now 
ordered  forward  to  assault  the  enemy's  wcn-ks. 
We  mdvanced  in  a  well-preserved  line  of  battle, 
considering  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  on 
reaching  the  fallen  timber,  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
intrencmnents,  we  chai^ped  and  carried  the 
works  with  but  little  opposition,  except  on  our 
left,  where  the  Forty-second  Alabama  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  though  their  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  but  eight  or  ton,  includ- 
ing one  officer.  This  regiment  advanced  with 
remarkable  steadiness,  this  being  ^eir  first  en- 
gagement Advancing  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
we  were  halted  to  form  a  junction  with  Lovell's 
forces,  now  on  our  rights  which  we  failed  to  do. 
Our  skirmi^ers  again  soon  engaged  the  enemy 
and  were  driven  back  on  our  Ime,  which  led  to 
a  pvere  but  short  engagement^  in  which  we 
soon  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  theny  from 
their  position.  H.em  an  unfortunate  mistake 
was  oonmitted,  the  Forty-second  Alabama  fir- 
ing on  pur  skirmishers,  mistaking  them  for  the 
enemy,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  officers 
and  men.  At  tms  time  a  heavy  cannonading 
was  kept  up  at  some  distanoe  to  our  right,  from 
a  strong  work  of  the  enemy  about  two  hundred 
yards  sou^  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad.  Being  now  reinforced  by  Colonel 
Johnson's  and  (Lionel  Dockey's  Arkansas  regi- 
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ments  we  cbanged  directions  to  ftei^rfgbt,  aod 
throwing  forwsffd  the  kfl  wing,  moved  in  the 
direction  of  the  firing.  We  soon  reached  the  rafl- 
road,  having  onr  line  nearly  parallel  to  it,  and  in 
crossing,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  most  ter- 
rific fire  from  the  brow  of  a  hill  not  more  than 
sevenfy-fiye  yards  distant.  The  enemy  opposed 
to  us  wilti  a  heavjr  force,  being  formed  in  two 
lines,  the  front  lying  on  the  gromid  and  tbe 
other  firing^  over  tfaem.  This  awful  fire  stag- 
gered tis  but  for  a  moment,  and  as  soon  as  our 
fine  was  steadied  a  little,  we  chaived,  drove 
them  from  the  position,  and  carried  their  works, 
capturing  a  few  prisoners,  and  taking  a  large 
camp  witti  their  supplies  of  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores.  On  discovering  our  ap- 
proach, ihe  enemy  removed  and  saved  their  gims. 
This  we  found  to  be  a  ^strong  work  in  a  firm 
position,  and  well  constructed.  From  the  posi- 
tion, we  judged  this  to  be  the  point  from  wnich 
a  cannonading  had  been  kept  up  during  the 
day. 

Being  now  separated  from  our  division,  and 
night  approachinfi;  (it  being  between  three  and 
four  o^clock),  we  despatched  Lieutenant  MoFar- 
land  to  report  to  General  Maury  our  success, 
and  asked  for  orders.  Li  the  coarse  of  half  an 
hour  General  LoveU  and  staft  came  up,  and,  on 
consultation,  we  agreed  to  form  a  line  ci  batUe 
perpendicular  to  me  railroad,  our  left  resting  on 
the  rOad,  and  advance  towards  Oorinth.  In 
about  an  hour  his  forces  came  up,  and  moved  to 
our  right  At  about  dusk,  while  awaiting  for  a 
notification  from  General  LoveU  to  acnraoce, 
which  he  said  he  would  give  wh«i  ready,  we 
received  orders  from  (General  Maury  to  rejoin 
the  division,  and  take  position  on  Phifer's  right, 
which  brought  us  on  the  hill  in  sight  of  Corinth, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  dark,  where  we 
slept  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  early  dawn  on  4he  morning  of  the  fourth, 
our  batteries  having  been  placed  in  front  of  our 
lines,  to  open  fire  on  Oorintii,  the  brigade  was 
moved  by  the  left  flank  and  placed  in  rear  of  Phi- 
fer's,  sheltered  by  timber  in  front  When  the 
firine  from  the  batteries  ceased,  we  moved  for- 
ward and  took  position  obliquely  to  tiie  rig^t 
and  front  of  Plufer*8.  Our  skinnishers  were 
again  thrown  forward,  and  kept  up  a  sharp  en- 
g^ement  wilh  the  enemy  until  about  ten  o*oiock. 
We  had  b^en  previously  notified  by  General 
Mauiy  that  we  would  advance  when  Hebert's 
division  made  the  attack  on  our  left— our  bri- 
gade being  supported  by  Oabell's  on  the  right  and 
Phifer*s  on  the  left  About  ten  o'clock  the  fir- 
ing on  our  lefi;  became  heavy,  and  we  at  once 
gave  Wie  command,  "  forward,"  sending  Lieu- 
temmt  McFarland  to  i^tify  General  Maury  of 
our  advance  movement  We  had  not  gone  one 
hundred  yards  befStnre  the  enemy  seem^  to  dis- 
cover our  designs,  and  at  once  opened  upon  us 
and  kept  up  the  severest  fire  I  ever  imagined 
possible  to  concentrate  on  one  point  in  front  of 
a  fortification.  Yet  w6  sufiered  but  little,  being 
protected  by  the  timber,  until  we  reached  the 
rallen  timber  and  open  space  which  extended 


aboot  one   huadred  yards  m  front  of  Aeir 
works. 

On  reaching  this  point  we  charged  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  works,  the  whole  extent  of  our 
line,  and  *^  penetrated  to  ttie  very  heart  of  Cor- 
inth," drivmg  the  enemy  from  house  to  bouse, 
and  frequentiy  firing  in  at  the  windows  and 
driving  them  out  "Hie  enemy  were  driven  from 
the  breastworks  in  great  confusion,  leaving 
their  guns,  some  with  their  teams  stiU  hitched, 
^^iule  others  had  their  horses  cut  loose  and  ran 
ofL  Our  men  broi^ht  off  two  or  three  horses 
which  they  found  hitched  in  tiie  streets  near  the 
Corinth  House,  their  owners  being  absent  The 
Forty-second  Alabama,  from  their  position  in 
line,  were  brought  in  front  of  a  strong  bastion, 
the  walls  of  which  they  found  too  high  to  scale, 
but  rushing  to  the  embrasures  they  fired  tiiree 
or  four  voUeys,  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
guns,  and  then  entering  the  works  mounted  the 
parapet  and  planted  their  flag  on  the  walk 
After  entering  the  works  we  found  ourselves 
opposed  by  an  overwhelming  force,  and  beins 
without  support  and  our  line  being  brokra  sod 
disordered  m  i^e  assault,  we  had  no  alterm- 
tive  but  to  &11  back,  which  was  done.  Our 
loss  in  this  assault  was  very  severe.  Three  of 
the  five  regimental  commanders  were  either 
killed  or  wounded.  I  can  bear  testimony  to  flie 
coolness  and  gallantry  with  -^ich  our  men  and 
ofiScers  made  this  assault  I  do  not  believe  HmX 
any  troops  ever  displayed  greater  courage  in  so^ 
desperate  a  charge.  Ihis  was  our  last  engage^ 
ment  in  the  vicinity  of  Corinth.  Our  diviston 
beimr  reformed  we  fdl  hack  on  tiie  road  to 
Pocahontas  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  At 
an  early  hour,  on  the  momii^  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, our  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
act  as  an  advance  guard ;  when  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  Davis'  Inidge  across  Hatchie, 
received  orders  to  push  forward,  cross  the 
Mdge,  form  a  Ime  of  battle  <hi  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  tiien  advance,  take  and  odd  the 
Heights  of  Matamoras,  whidi  commands  the 
crossinff  at  Davis'  bridge.  We  pushed  forward 
with  all  possible  despatch,  but  the  men  beinr 
greatly  exhausted  and  Weak  for  the  want  of  fbodL 
and  the  previous  two  days'  hard  marrfiing  and 
service,  when  we  reached  the  crossing  and 
formed  Hne,  we  did  not  have  more  than  tvo 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  men  in  lankft 
We  formed  on  the  right,  opposite  the  batteiy 
established  by  Major  Burnett  on  theoleft  of  the 
road.  As  we  filed,  off  to  the  right,  the  enemj% 
batteries  opened  on  us  from  me  hill  at  Mata- 
moras. The  Second  Texas,  being  in  the  rear, 
was  cut  off  by  the  fire,  and  did  not  form  in  line 
with  the  other  regiments.  Our  position  was 
now  in  a  narrow  strip  of  woods,  with  <^peo 
fields  in  front  and  rear,  that  in  frqni  extendiog 
up  to  the  enemy's  position.  We  had  been 
ordered  to  advance  vnth  our  left  on  the  road, 
which  would  have  carried  us  through  the  open 
fields  up  to  the  very  muzeles  of  me  eneooy^ 
guns. 
Being  noV  satisfied  that  the  hiH  was  occq)ied 
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in  foroe,  and  to  advance  with  onr  small  fbroe 
-would  only  prove  hi  total  annihilation,  we  de- 
spatched Lieutenant  McFarland  to  the  rear  for 
reinforcements,  and  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing General  that  we  not  only  could  not  advance, 
but  we  thought  we  could  not  hold  our  present 
X>osition  lon^  without  assistance. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  continued  to  pour 
a  heavy  fire  into  the  hattery  and  woods  occu- 
pied by  our  line,  in  which  we  lost  several  men 
killed  and  wounded.  The  hatteries  heing  soon 
-wittnlrawn,  the  en^ny  soon  gave  us  their  whole 
attention,  l>ut  we  stul  held  our  position  until 
tbej  reached  our  left  flank  and  poured  into  us  a 
iBOst  destructive  fire.  This  threw  our  line  into 
some  confusion ;  but,  rallying,  we  moved  to  the 
left,  faced  the  enemy,  and  op^ed  on  them. 

We  had  not  fired  more  than  two  or  three 
roitndfi  before  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  was 
poured  into  our  risht  flank  from  the  direction 
of  the  corn-field  which  was  at  first  our  front 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  fire  came  from  a  line 
-which  had  been  previously  formed  in  the  field, 
and  had  been  concealed  by  lying  down  in  the 
grass  and  c«n.  We  now  saw  that  we  must 
either  fall  back  or  be  surrounded.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  bridge  being  now  swept  by 
the  enemy *s  fire,  the  men  crossed  at  such  points 
of  the  stream  as  they  found  to  be  most  conven- 
ient, hi  crossing,  many  of  them  lost  their 
guns.  This  manner  of  crossing  caused  the  men 
to  become  much  scattered,  b^t  as  they  were 
collected,  they  joined  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 
gades and  continued  the  fight  Our  loss  at  the 
bridge  was  considerable,  making  the  entire  loss 
of  the  brigade  during  the  three  days  fight  very 
heavy,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  re- 
port. It  is  impossible  at  present  to  make  an 
accurate  report  of  the  kOled,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  beittle,  as  the  Thirty-fifth  Missisrippi 
dispersed  after  the  fight  at  Davis'  bridge,  there 
being  now  present  some  forty  men,  and  one 
line-officer,  Lieutenant  Henry.  From  the  best 
information  we  can  obtain  we  are  assmred  that 
many  of  the  officers  and  men  have  gone  to  their 
homes.  Thia  conduct  on  their  part  is  astonish- 
ing and  unaccountaUe,  for  the  regiment  acted 
nobler  and  did  ffood  service  during  the  three 
days'  fighting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  thAt  their 
commander,  X)olonel  Barry,  was  not  present,  he 
having  been  sent  to  Ck)rinth,  under  fla^  of  truce 
to  bury  the  dead.  He  is  a  gallant  and  ^cient 
officer,  of  whom  his  State  may  well  be  proud. 

Wi^out  a  single  exception,  to  our  knowledge, 
•&e  officers,  one  and  all,  did  their  duty  nobly 
during  the  severe  engagements.  If  I  mention 
one  in  this  connection,  I  must  mention  all  or  do 
injustice.  Corporal  J.  A.  Gk>ing,  of  the  Forty- 
second  Alabama,  deserves  ntfticalar  notice. 
He  was  color-bearer,  and  tnough  once  shot 
down,  he  gallantly  bore  the  flag  through  the 
fight  on  the  fourth* 

Private  Morgan,  of  Company  H,  Boone's  regi- 
ment, is  reported  as  hsvmg  acted  wilii  great 
gallantry.    The  flag  of  Lyle's  regiment  wis  torn 


into  tattefs  by  th4  ensuY's  shots,  and  when  last 
seen,  the  Color-bearer,  Herbert  Sloane,  of  Com- 
pasy  D^  was  goin^  over  the  breastworks,  wav- 
ing a  piece  over  his  head  and  shouting  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

I  anif  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

M.  C.  MOOBB, 
Brlgadler-0«nenU,  commanding  Bi  igad«. 

BVQBT  or  ooix»na<  w.  b.  jackbon. 

HlAOQUABEIM  ClTAUIT,  AKXT  OF  TtaORBBB,  1 

Willi uiiii,  Nofvmber  18,  IBM.       J 

Mqfor  3L  K  Kimmd,  A.  A.  Q^  Arm^  of  West 

Tmnessee,  AbbwiUe,  Miss,  : 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  brigade  of  cavalry  (First 
Mississipni  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  F.  A.  Montgomery,  and  oay  own  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.G. 
Stocks),  at  the  late  battle  of  Corinth  and  retreat 
from  that  place. 

During  the  battle  mv  brigade  was  divided : 
squadrons  attached  to  briffaaes  of  iniietutry  and 
acting  on  the  flanks.  With  eight  companies  I 
made  a  reconnoissanca  south  of  Corinth,  en- 
^ed  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  repulsed  them 
in  gallant  slyle.  Returning,  I  aavanced  the 
command  to  the  fortifications  on  College  Hill, 
where  I  engaged  th^  enemy  in  force  after  the 
main  body  of  our  troops  had  withdrawn.  I 
then  withdrew  my  command  without  serious 
loss  and  brought  vp  the  rear  of  the  army.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  Kiensi,  under  Qeneral  Arm- 
strong; received  orders  countermanding  that 
move  on  our  arrival  at  Kossuth. 

The  firing  having  oommenoed  at  Davis' 
Imdge,  near  Pocahontas,  we  prooeeeded  with 
both  commands  to  the  Bipl^  and  Pocahontas 
road ;  advanced  up  that  road  to  within  one  mile 
and  a  half  of  Pooihontas,  tnrflatmring  the  ene- 
mv's  rear,  engaging  them  in  a  brfllknt  skirmish, 
whieh  was  a  move  very  favorable  towards  sav- 
ing the  train  of  waggons.  I  held  thai  position 
alTnight  with  my  brigade,  and  fell  back  before 
the  enemy  next  day.  From  that  time  the  bri- 
gade was  en^ed  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
Qie  army,  skirmishing  all  the  tune  with  the 
enen^  to  Biplsy. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  ouroumstanoes,  the  bri- 
gade was  without  rations  for  liiree  davs.  The 
officers  and  men  aE  behaved  with  coolness  and 
eallantry,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  march,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  good 
soldiwB.  Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  mention  by  name.  I  would  ea- 
pedally  notice,  however,  lieutenant  Henry  W. 
Waddns,  Company  A,  Jaokaon's  re^pment  eav- 
ahy ;  ahio,  Coipond  Broohus  and  Privates  Brit- 
ton  and  Barton,  Company  C,  same  regiment; 
also,  Captain  Qadi  Hearon,  Lieutenant  Qravens, 
and  lieutenant  Foote,  First  regiment  Mississip- 
pi cavahry.  The  latter  (LieatonaBt  Foote)  en- 
gaged the  eneay's  advance  and  diecked  them 
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in  a  most  gaBant  manner.  The  raport  finom 
Armstrpng'a  brigade  doea  not  mention  ai3j  one 
espeoiallj  by  name.  They  all  bdiaved  with 
coolness  and  gallantly. 

I  am.  Major,  with  high  respecti 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 
H.  W.  Jaoksok, 

Oolonel  and  Chier  of  Cavalry,  Army  West  Teim. 
OENERAL  PRIOS  TO  GENERAL  TAN  DORN. 

BM  IhBBtlOr  OP  VB  ItaUIUi 
TcPSLO,  AuguBt  4,  1M2. 

Mqjor-GeMral  Earl  Van  Dom^  commanding 
DistrUi  of  ike  Jiiasissippi  : 
Genebil:  I  telegraphed  yon  yesterday  Umt 
despatches  from  General  Bragg  make  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  reinfOTce  G^eral  Breckin- 
ridge. He  says,  very  pointedly,  that  West 
Tennessee  is  now  op^i  to  my  army,  intimating 
that  he  ezpeeted  me  to  enter  it ;  and  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  snch  an  intimation, 
when  I  oonsider  the  very  important  relations 
which  this  army  bears  to  that  in  East  I'ennessee. 
I  csDnet  get  possession  of  the  railroad  before 
Thnreday.  It  will  then  take  at  least  a  week  to 
transport  to  this  point  the  troops,  etc,  whi(^ 
will  be  brought  hither  preparatory  to  a  forward 
movement.  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  to 
submit  to  this  onavoidalHe  delay,  and  I  cannot 
think  of  protracting  it,  except  nndw  compnlsion 
of  the  greatest  necessity.  ,To  attempt  to  rein- 
foroe  General  Breckinridge  would  protract  it 
indefinitdy.  The  sncoess  of  the  campaign 
depends  now  upon  the  promptness  and  bddn^ 
of  our  movements,  and  the  aMlity  which  we  may 
manifest  to  avaO  ourselves  of  our  present 
advantages.  The  enemy  are  still  transporting 
their  troeos  from  Oerhitn  and  its  vicinity  east- 
ward. They  will,  by  the  end  of  this  week,  have 
reduced  its  force  to  its  mlnimunL  We  should 
be  quick  to  take  advantage  ol  this,  for  thoy  wOl 
soon  begin  to  set  In  reinferoements  under  the 
kte  call  fcNT  VMmteers.  The  preseat  obstructed 
condition  of  ih»  railroad  is  another  reascm  for 
insUmt  aetion.  In  fact  every  consideration 
laakes  it  important  tiiat  I  shall  move  forward 
without  a  day's  unneoessary  delay.  I  eamestiy 
desire  your  ^eo-c^raration  in  sura  a  movement, 
and  win,  as  I  have  beiore  said,  be  glad  to  place 
my  army  and  myself  under  your  oammand  in  that 
contingency.  T^  very  names  cf  youraelf  and 
General  Breckiaridge  woidd  bring  thousands  to 
our  ranks,  and  cany  dismay  to  those  of  the 
enemy.  Yo«  speak  in  your  diapstoh  of  the 
fretful  amoant  of  sickaess  in  General  Breddn- 
ridse's  division.  I  fear  tiiat  tlM  sweltering  heats 
of  tills  latitade  wiM  soon  begin  to  teH  fearfully 
vpaa  my  own  ranks,  and  am,  for  that  reason,  the 
\  to  take   " 


them  northward,  where, 
too,  we  maygain  aocessions  from  those  Tenoes- 
\  and  Kentuokiana  who  have  seen  and  felt 


the  WTetehedaess  of  NsrtiierB  domination. 

Captain  Loug^brough  will  detivmr  tiiis  oom- 
muaication  to  you,  aril  explain  m«re  partionlarfy 

the  condition  of  tiiiBgs  in  tiiiavMaiV    Pl«Me 
inform  me,  by  tdegraph,  of  your  determination, 


so  tliat  in  tha  event  of  its  being  fovoraUe,  we 
may  concert  a  plan  of  opeEations. 
I  am,  G^ieral, 

With  the  profiouadest  req>ect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SxsBLiso  Peks, 

M.M.EiiOcB^ 

M^r  and  A.  A.  a 
OSNEBAL  BBAG«  TO  GBIAAI.  VAN  DORK. 

OuxTAVOCMA,  nant.,  Angofii  11,  ISO./ 
Mcfjor^Oe/Mrcd  K  Van  Dam,  commandiag  Bo- 
partment  of  the  MiasUtippi: 

Gbnkral:  In  view  of  the  operations  from  here 
it  is  very  desirable  to  press  the  enemj  cks^ 
in  West  Tennessee.  We  learn  theff  foroet 
there  are  beii^  rapidly  reduced,  and  when  our 
movements  become  known  it  is  certun  tiiey 
must  throw  mere  forces  into  Middle  Tennesaee 
and  Kentucky  or  lose  tiiose  regions.  If  you 
hold  them  in  check,  we  are  sure  of  sucoess  here ; 
but  should  they  reinforce  here  so  as  to  defy  ua, 
then  you  may  redeem  West  Tomeasee,  aad 
probably  aid  us  by  crossing  the  enemy's  rear. 

I  cannot  give  you  specific  instructicms,  aa  cii^ 
oumstances  and  military  conditions  in  your  froat 
may  vary  materially  from  day  to  day.  To  moTe 
your  avukbie  force  to  Holly  Springs  by  railroad, 
thence  into  West  Tennessee,  co-operatiz^  widi 
General  Prioe,  who  will  move  so<m  towards 
Corinth ;  or  to  move  to  Tupelo  by  rail  and  join 
Price,  are  suggestions  only.  Positive  instreo- 
tions,  except  to  strike  at  the  most  sMiihiMp 
pomt,  cannot  be  given  when  so  littie  ia  knowo, 
^d  when  circumstances  may  diange  daily.  Of 
course,  whan  you  join  Prioe,  your  rank  gives 
you  command  of  the  whole  foroew  I  endoae  a 
oapj  of  Captain  Janes'  inspection  report  Maaj 
of  me  points  in  it  require  your  inunediato  atten- 
tion :  1st  Most  important  is  the  prompt  redoo- 
tion  of  your  light  artillery.  You  have  enoqgii 
for  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men.  It  ia 
in^osstUe  to  ke^  it  all  a|>  and  be  effsotive.  To 
keep  it  all  inefifective  must  be  avoided.  Eight 
batteries  of  four  (4)  guns  each  is  ample  for  yoar 
present  forces  As  j<Kl  caimot  diadiaKe  tiie 
companies  without  authority  from  the  Wwc  De- 
paitoaent,  I  suggest  that  you  dismount  thesa, 
giving  such  horses  and  material  as  th^  have  to 
make  other  corps  effective,  and  tranafor  the 
officers  and  men  to  your  heavy  batteriea,  reliev- 
ing infontry;  or  you  could  arm  them  aainfonCry 
and  put  tb^m  in  the  fi^d.  Some  companiea,  I 
see,  are  still  bmng  equipped.  Put  a  stop  to  it 
immediately.  Other  ports  of  the  r^Ktrt^too, 
require  your  pronq^t  consideration,  especidy  in 
the  staff  department  The  reports  from  the 
Medical  Inspeotor,  aomiDg  in,  are  eqnaUy  i 
isfoctery. 

Your  short  time  In  coounand  and  doaa  < 
ment  at  Yicksburg  have  allowed  you  but ' 
time  for  theee  matlere,  but  I  trust  you  wiQ  be 
able,  throng  inteltigeot  aad  efibctive  ataff  offi- 
cers, in  OQfreeting  soma  of  the  evils  sooil  It 
is  with  deep  regret  I  see  you  lose  General  Vil- 
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lepigne,  as  I  coxudder  him  eqml  to  my  oAqot  in 
the  BOTYlee.     Brigadier^jreneral   Duncan,  and 
perhaps  others  ezcnanged,  will  soon  be  with  ns, 
when  you  shall  be  attended  to. 
I  am.  General, 

Most  respectfolly  and  tmly  yonrs, 
Bbaxton  Bbago. 

Q«iierml7< 

M.  M.  KiMMif«, 

Ifi^r,  uid  A.  A.  O. 
GENERAL  BRAGO  TO  GENERlL  VAN  WOOX, 


Hbadqoak 


rnAxnmrr  Na  2,       1 
Aogost  STrisOl  / 


Modjor-Oeneral  Earl  Van  Bom.  commaiMUng 
Ditdrki  o^  ih$  Mihuktijmi^  Jackmm,  MUs, : 
GnoBAL :  We  move  from  here  immediately — 


r,  by  sose  days,  tUleai  expected,  but  in  time, 
we  hope,  Imt  a  snsoessf  id  campaign.  Baell  has 
certainly  fallen  back  from  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  and  will  probably  not  make 
a  stand  this  side  ^f  Nashville,  if  there.  He  is 
now  fortifying  at  that  place. 

General  £.  K.  Smith,  reinforced  by  two  bri- 
gades from  this  army,  has  tamed  Cumberland 
Gw,  and  is  now  marcning  on  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky. (General  Morgan  (Yankey)  is  thus  cut 
off  n'om  all  supplies.  Gkneral  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall is  to  entOT  Eastern  Kentucky  from  Western 
Virginia.  We  shall  thus  have  Buell  pretty  well 
disposed  ot 

^lerman  and  Bosecians  we  leave  to  you  and 
Price,  satisfied  you  can  dispose  of  them,  and  vw 
QOofidUntly  hope  to  meet  you  upon  tiie  Ohio. 
Bespeotfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
B&AxroN  Bbaoo, 

General,  oommandlof. 
M.  IL  ITnnnp^ 

GENERAL  ARMBIBOMO  TO  GENERAL  PRIGB. 

MlDDLnCBQ,  FITB  MILB  BOUn  OT  BOLITAS,  \ 

August  aO,  1862.     / 

Minor  Sneed,  Assistant  A^jukaU-Osnercd : 

Just  finished  whipping  the  enemy  in  from 
off  BoKvar.  Ran  in  town.  I  believe  ^ley  will 
leave  the  country.  West  Tennessee  is  almost 
'fr'ee  of  the  mvaders.  All  needed  is  an  advance  of 
the  infantry.  They  estimate  their  force  at  ten 
thousand.  I  believe  they  have  only  about  six 
thousand.  Captain  Pryor  will  give  you  the  de- 
tails. I  send  seventy-one  prisoners  to  General 
TiDepigue — four  commanding  officers.  There 
are  strong  works  in  flie  rear  of  BoHvar,  and  I 
did  not  ent^  the  town,  as  it  would  only  have 
caused  them  to  shell  it,  without  giving  me  ai^ 
advantage. 
You  will  hear  from  us  again  in  a  day  or  two. 
F.  C  Abmstbong. 

Mfl^,  and  A.  A.  G. 

umatiL  nus  lo  GKinRAL  van  dorn. 

EMisqiauama  DaniiororTHiTBiinni,l 
ToMM^  SBplembwa^  I8a2.     J 

JdqjoT'GentrdL   Van  Lorn,  commanding  Dis- 
trid  of  (he  Missiisippiy  Jackson^  Miss, : 
GiNSRAL :  I  received,  last  night,  a  despatch  of 
which  the  following  is  a  Copy : 


**  XJOOiHOBi  Vaujr,  Aogntt  SOL 

"  7b  General SterUng Price: 

**  Buell*s  force  is  in  full  retreat  upon  Nash- 
vUle,  destroying  their  stores.  Watch  Rose- 
crans  and  prevent  a  junction ;  or  if  he  escapes 
you  follow  him  closely. 

**  Braxton  Bbaog.** 

1  {^  that  this  order  reduires  me  to  advance 
immediately,  and  I  shall  nave  my  whole  com- 
mand ready  to  move  in  three  days.  That  portion 
of  my  cavalry  which  did  not  accompany  General 
Armstrong^  hss  been  ordered  forward  to  Boone- 
ville,  and  General  Little  is  moving  his  division 
to  Guntown  and  Baldwin.  I  hope  that  nothing 
will  prevent  you  from  coming  forward  without 
delay,  with  all  your  disposable  troops.  Be 
pleased  to  telegraph  your  aetermination  in  such 
way,  however,  that  it  wiH  not  be  understood  by 
others,  and  to  write  to  me  fully  by  my  Aide-de- 
C&mp,  Lieutenant  Wood,  who  will  band  this  to 
you. 

I  enclose  for  vour  information  copies  of  a  let- 
ter from  General  Bragg,  dated  Anpist  twenty- 
seventh,  and  of  a  despatch  from  General  Arm- 
strong, announcing  the  result  of  an  engi^ement 
in  front  of  Bolivar. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  greatest  respeci^ 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Sterlino  Prick, 

M.  M.  TC-nnna.^ 

mOor,  and  A.  A.  G. 

FROM  GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  OORN. 

HiADQUimn  Dmiaof  or  m  1tainnaB,\ 
TORLO,  September  4,  ISflR     / 

Major-Oenerai  Earl  Van  Dom,  oommandlng 
Dtetrid  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  One  of  your  s^  ofiSoers,  Colonel 
Lomax,  having  requested  me  to  do  so,  I  state, 
for  your  information,  that  I  can  put  in  the  field 
thirteen  thousand  infantry,  three  thousand  cav- 
alry, and  eight  hundred  artiBery,  ^eetivs  total; 
that  they  are  supplied  with  transportation  and 
anmiunition,  as  prescribed  in  General  Bragg's 
last  general  orders ;  that  subsistenoe  has  been 
provided  to  the  firstday  o€  Oolober ;  thai  the 
commissary  trains  will  transport  seven  days' 
provisions,  snd  that  I  will  have  arms  fior  all  my 
troops,  inclndine  thoss^ezohanged  prisoners  that 
General  Bragg  has  been  orteed  to  be  sent  to 
me. 

1  am,  Ctonenl,  very  remctfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Stibling  I^ob, 


MAtor,  and  A.  A.  G. 

^    GENERAL  FBIOB  TO  0V9ERAL  TAN  DORN. 

BtaiBSMmi  Pagmof  or  TO  itaaHHB,  1 
TuFKLO,  September  5, 1801     / 

Medot'Bensrdl  Marl  Vmn  Dorm,  commanding 
Ditlriet^  the  Mississippi,  Jaokson : 
GiMKUL :  I  have  received  your  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  second  instant,  and  regret  very 
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much  thftt  70a  caonot  move  in  thia  direction  at 
once. 

I  feel  Hiat  General  Bragg's  instmctions  and 
the  situation  of  afiaire  witnm  my  district,  alike 
compel  me  to  keep  near  the  line  of  the  road.  If 
I  move  towards  Holly  Springs,  as  yon  snggest, 
I  ngt  only  endanger  the  safety  of  the  road,  which 
is  essenoal  to  the  supply  of  my  army,  but  I  ex- 
pose mv  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  the  yahia- 
ble  workshops  and  public  property  at  Columbus 
and  Grainesvme,  to  doetruction  by  the  enemy.  I 
learn  that  a  cavalry  force  of  thieves,  seventeen 
thousand  strong,  is  even  now  within  forty-eight 
hours'  march  of  Columbus. 

G^n^ral  Bra§;g*s  orders  also  compel  me  to 
keep  close  wat^  imon  Rnsecrans,  and  I  hear 
that  he  is  now  at  luka,  and  crossing  his  army  at 
Eastport  I  am,  therefore,  pushing  my  army 
slowly  forward,  and  shall  remove  my  own  head- 
quarters to  Guntown  on  Sunday ;  I  shall  then 
aetermine  by  what  route  to  aclvance.  I  shall 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  my  movements,  so  that 
we  may  co-operate  or  unite  our  forces,  as  may 
be  most  advisable. 

I  am.  General,  very  sincerely. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 
Steeling  Pbicb, 

M.  M.  Kimmel, 

LiMteiuiit-CAlooel,  and  Inspector-GCBenO. 

GEKSRAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

By  l^egrqph  /ram  lukcu 

SnmuT,  SeptombM*  14, 18S1 
General  Van  Dam  : 

Rosecrans  has  gone  westward  with  about  ten 
thousand  men.  I  am  ready  to  co-operate  with 
yon  in  an  attack  upon  dorinth.  My  courin: 
awaits  your  answer.  Sterlino  Pricb, 

M.  M.  EamiEL. 

0EI7ERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORK. 

HiADquABEBS  DiBiBicr  Of  in  TfemniHiL  • 
luKA,  September  17,1808.  '  { 

Madcr-Ghneral  Earl  Van  Dam,  oamnumding 
Dietrid  ff  ike  Mieeiseippi: 
GmRAL :  I  entered  this  town  with  my  anny 
on  last  Sunday  morning.  The  rear  guard  of 
Roseorans'  army  evacuated  it  at  mj  approach, 
and  are  retreating  westward.  I  telemphed  you 
immediately,  proposing  a  combined  movement 
upon  Corinth,  and  sent  the  despatch  by  spedal 
messenger  to  Guntown,  with  instructions  to  for- 
ward it  to  you  immediately,  and  to  await  your 
reply.  This  has  not  been  rec^ved  yet  I  hope 
thiit  you  will  answw  me  at  once,  for  Genend 
Bragg  has  just  sent  me  another  despatch,  in 
these  words : 

**  E^  Bom  TO  KiSTuoiT,  September  IS,  1M2. 

**  By  die  proceedings  <d  a  ooonoil  of  war  in 
Nashville,  CM)tured  by  us,  it  seems  Roseoraos, 
with  part  of  his  army,  is  there.  I  have  anx- 
iously expected  your  advance,  and  trust  it  will 
not  longer  be  delayed.         B&axxoh  Bxaoo." 


I  (MBBOt  remain  inactiYe  any  loDger.and  mut 
move,  either  witih  you  against  Rosecrans,  or  to- 
wards Kentucky.    The  courier  who  takes  tins 
to  you  will  bring  your  reply. 
I  am,  very  respeotfuDy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stbruko  Price, 

M.  M.Kdool, 

lliSK>r,aikdA.&.G. 
GKNIRAL  PBICai  TO  GENSLAL  YAS  DOBK. 

Telegram. 

lUKA,  September  19, 1861. 

General  Van  Dam: 

I  will  make  the  movement  proposed  in  your 
deepatdi  of  the  sixteenth  instant  Bnemy  oon- 
cenlrating  against  mo.  Please  make  demonitia- 
tion  towards  RienzL  Have  written  by  covier. 
Brad  your  telegrams  to  Tupelo. 

SmtuiHi  Ptaoi, 

m)oy  Oeoery,  mmmiT^I^ 
M.  M.  Kdooel,  » 

XiOor,  a&d  A.  A.  G. 

GUfERAL  PRKB  TO  GS37ERAL  VAN  D(«K. 

BALixwDr,  SepCembv  SS,  1861 

General  Earl  Van  Dam : 

I  will  leave  here  on  Friday  morning,  twentieCh. 
Wrote  yon  this  morning  stating  msX  I  would 
meet  you  at  Ripley.  As  you  know  more  of  the 
counfiy,  if  any  point  be  better  state  it,  and  I 
will  meet  you  there. 

A  few  days  ago  the  enemy's  strengtii  was 
thirty-five  thousand.  I  learn  that  they  are  kav- 
iuK  in  &e  direction  of  Jackson,  and  whether  we 
at&ck  them  or  not  before  receiving  our  ex- 
changed prisoners,  it  is  important  tiiat  we  should 
unite. 

Sterumg  Pbicx, 

M.  M.  TTnnnCT^ 

]|iOor,and  A.A.a 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  yAK  DCffiN 

HlADQUASnSM  DRTASmESIT  No.  2,     ) 

Basmtowx,  Kt.,  S^ienber  Si,  UO./  ' 

Mafor-General  Van  Dam : 

General:  We  have  driven  and  drawn  the 
enemy  clear  back  to  the  Ohio.  Push  your  col- 
umns to  oiu:  support  and  arouse  the  people  to 
reinforce  us.  We  have  thousands  of  arms  wiA- 
out  men  to  handle  them.  « 

Nashville  is  defended  by  only  a  weak  divisioo, 
Bowling  Green  by  only  a  regiment  Sweep  them 
off  and  push  up  to  the  Ohio.  Secure  the  heaTj 
guns  at  these  places  and  we  will  secure  the 
Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers.  All  depeodf 
on  rapid  movements.  Trusting  to  your  energy 
and  zeaL  we  shall  confidently  expect  a  diveraioa 
in  our  lavor  against  the  overwhefamog  force 
now  ooncentratmg  in  our  front 

Req>ectf u%  and  truh'  yours, 

Braxtqh  Braqo, 

GeiMrcl,c 

M.  M.  KTvinff., 

lliOQr,«idA  A. a 
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Doo.  55^ 
THE  BATTLE  OF  KEBN8TOWK,  VA. 

BKPOBX  AT  ODORAL  T.  J.  JAOBtoS. 

Ea^jxtaAiaua  Viuxr  DisnaoF,  rbas  Vr.  J^cocnr,  1 
AprUi^lMl       / 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing  report  of  the  battle  near  Kemstown  *  Va., 
on  Sunday,  the  twen^-third  of  Marcn,  1862. 
On  ^the  preceding  Fridaj  evening  a  despatch 
was  received  from  Colonel  Turner  Ashby,  com- 
manding the  cavahry,  stating  that  {be  enemy  had 
eTmcmted  Stesburg.  Apprehensive  that  the 
Federals  would  leave  this  military  district,  I  de- 
tennixMd  to  follow  them  with  m  my  available 
fcroe.  Ashby  with  his  oavalrv  and  Chews'  bat- 
tery  were  already  in  front.  Colonel  S.  E.  Fnlker- 
■on'B  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenly-third 
^^nA  Thirty-eeventh  regiments  Yirginia  volun- 
teers,  and  Shumaker's  battery,  was  near  Wood- 
fltook* 

Brigadier-General  R.  B.  Qamett's  brigade, 
ooDsifiting  of  the  Second.  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  and  Thir^-third  regiments  of  Virgima 
vdnnteers,  and  McLaughlin's,  Carpenter's,  and 
Waters'  batteries,  was  near  two  miles  below 
Mount  Jackson. 

Colonel  J.  8.  Burks'  Ijrigade,  consisting  of  the 
Twenty^firBtForty-second,  and  Forty-eighth  reg- 
iments YirRinia  volunteers,  and  the  ^st  Vir- 
gizua  battahon  P.  A.  C.  &,  and  Marye's  battery, 
yna  near  two  miles  above  Mount  Jackson.  The 
thi«e  brigades  were  ordered  to  march  at  dawn 
of  the  foS>win^  morning. 

All  the  regunttits  esccept  the  Forty-eighth, 
Colonel  John  Camj^beU,  which  was  tlie  rear 
guard,  arrived  withm  a  mile  or  two  of  Kemo- 
town  by  two  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  twenly-tfaird, 
Mkd,  directions  were  given  for  bivouacking. 
During  the  march,  information  had  reached  me 
from  a  reliable  source  that  the  Federals  were 
Beading  off  their  stores  and  troops  from  Win- 
oheater ;  and  after  arriving  near  Kemstown,  I 
learned  from  a  source  whicn  had  been  remarka^ 
ble  ^r  its  reliability,  that  the  enemv's  infantrjr 
force  at  Winchester  did  not  exceea  four  regi^ 
Bents.  A  large  Federal  force  was  leaving-  the 
yalley,  and  h^A  abreadv  reached  Castlaman's 
Fenry,  on  the  Shenandoah.  Though  it  was  vexy 
desirable  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  leaving  the 
Ta&ej,  yet  I  deemed  it  best  net  to  attack  until 

laormng* 

But  subsequently  asosrtaimng  that  the  Fed- 
eMfe  had  a  position  from  which  our  forces 
could  be  seen,  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  daa- 
gerons  to  pest|K>ne  it  till  Ihe  aezt  day,  as  rein- 
foroementi  might  be  brought  up  during  the 
nigbt.  Aft^  ascertaining  that  the  troojps-  part 
of  which  had  miorebed  over  fourteen  miles  smce 
dawn,  and  Oamett's  and  Burks'  brigades,  which 
had  made  a  forced  march  of  near  twenty-five 
mHea  the  d^  previous — ^were  in  good  q>irits  at 

•  Ihki  bMtto  Is  genendly  knovni.M  tbe  battle  of  Winohes* 
tar     C^M  vol.  4,  Rebellion  Record,  p«tt  US.) 
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tke  prospeet  of  meeting  the  enemy,  I  de- 
termined to  advance  at  once.  Leavine  Colonel 
Ashby  wiik  his  command  on  the  Valley  turn- 
pike, with  Colonel  Burks'  brigade  as  a  support 
to  the  battnies,  and  also  to  act  as  a  reserve,  I 
meved  with  one  piece  of  Carpenter's  battery 
and  Ocdonel  Fulkefsoa's  brigade,  supported  by 
General  Chonett's  to  our  lefl,  Ibr  the  pirpoae  of 
wseirtiiig  a  commaadiag  position  on  the  enamy's 
r^ht,  and  thus,  turning  nim  by  that  flank,  force 
hm  back  frt)m  his  strong  position  in  front, 
whiflh  prevented  a  direct  Mvanoe.  Soon  after 
Oq>taki  Carpenter  broof^t  up  his  oUier  pieees, 
ahm  MfiTanghlin's  and  Waters'  battedes  camtd 
{orward,  Ae'eaiinenoe  was  rsaohed,  and  the 
three  batteries,  under  their  respective  Oeq^ta^, 
comnenesd  playing  npon  the  enemy,  whose 
position  was  now  eommaaded.  We  continued 
to  advance  our  art^tory,  keeping  mp  a  oontinur 
oas  firs  upon  tiie  Federals  iq>on  our  right; 
n^dkt  Ookmel  John  fishds  wilh  his  regi- 
ment, ^  Tweat7<«eventhy  with  its  ridrmishers 
thrown  forward,  kept  in  advance  and  opened 
the  infantry  engagement  in  which  it  was  mg^ 
portsd  by  the  TVeal^y-orBt,  mader  lieuteaaot- 
Colonel  J.  M.  PaUon,  as  no  otiier  regiment  of 
Qameit's  had  vet  come  m.  Well  did  these  two 
regiments  do  their  duty,  «ivin|p  back  the  tmemy 
twice  in  auick  snooession.  Soon  a*8evere  woimd 
compeUea  the  noble  leader  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  to  kanre  the  field,  and  the  eommand 
devolved  upon  its  lieulenanit-Ookm^  the  daont- 
less  Grigsby ;  great  praise  is  due  to  the  ofiBeers 
and  men  of  betib  regunents.  Colonel  Filktfson 
having  advanced  his  Iwigade,  oonsisling  of  the 
Twenty-tiiird  and  .Thirty-seventh,  which  were 
respective  under  lieutenaniOokiDel  Taliaferro, 
and  IieutensiitCok)nel  R.  P.  Oumm,  to  the  left 
of  Colonel  Ediols,  judknoMBbr  posted  it  b^iind 
a  stone  wall,  towards  irtiieh  tlie  eaemy  wis 
rapidfcjr  advanoing,  and  cneaed  a  destructive 
fire,  which  drove  the  Northern  fsrees  in  great 
disorder,  after  sustaining  a  heav^  ktos>  and 
teavinff  the  colors  of  one  ef  their  regimente 
uponuie  field« 

This  part  of  the  enemy's  routed  troops  hai^ 
ing,  to  some  extent,  rallied  in  another  position, 
were  also  driven  from  this  hy  Ook>nel  Fulker- 
son.  The  (^tors  ahd  men  of  this  brigade  merit 
special  mention.  Soon  alter  the  Twentjp 
seventh  bad  beeome  engaged,  General  Qemett, 
with  the  Second.  Fourth,  and  Thirfy-third  ssgi- 
mente,  commanded  respectivsly  by  Colonel  J. 
W.  AUen,  lievteMotC^el  C.  A.  Ranald,  and 
Gokmel  A.  a  CuauBam  moved  forward  and 
j^ned  in  tiie  bsSlle,  which  now  becams  general 

lltie  lint  Virgpinia  battalion,  P.  A.  G.  8.,  under 
Gsplain  R.  P.  Bn^«d  theigh  iitmfortuwtely 
became  separated  in  advancing,  was  in  the  en- 
gagement, and  from  near  five  to  half-past  six 
p.  M.,  there  was  ahnost  a  continuous  roar  of 
nnsketvy.  The  soemor'a  -repulsed  r^pmente 
were  r^lneed  hgr  frssh  ones  from  his  krge 
reserfe.  As  tiie  ammunitien  of  «e<»ie  of  our 
men  becsBie  eshanstad,  noUe  instanoes  were 
•sei>  of  their  borrowing  from  comrades  by 
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n^oee  sides  thej  coatiinidd  to  figlit»  as  ^ovgh 
resolved  to  die  ratlin  than  give  way.  laenteii- 
aat^olonel  Ronald,  commanding  tiie  Fourth, 
having  been  injured  dnring  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  by  being  thrown  from  his 
horse,  me  command  of  die  regiment  devolved 
upon  Major  A.  G.  Pendleton.  Thongh  om: 
troops  were  fighting  nader  great  disadvan- 
tages, I  regret  that  General  Garaett  should  have 
given  tiie  <»der  to  faJl  back,  as  otherwise  the 
enemy's  advance  wonld,  at  least,  have  been  re- 
tarded, and  the  remaining  part  of  my  infantry 
reserve  have  had  a  bettor  opportonity  for  corn- 
lag  up  and  takmg  part  in  me  engagement,  if 
the  enexnr  continiied  to  press  forward.  As 
General  Gamett  fell  back  ne  was  pnrsned  by 
the  enemy,  who  thus  taming  Colonel  Fnlker- 
son's  right  forced  him  to  foil  baek.  Soon  afiter 
this  tJie  Fif^  regiment,  under  Colonel  W.  H. 
Hannan,  came  up,  and  I  directed  it  to  advance 
and  support  onr  m&ntry ;  but  belDre  it  m^  the 
enemy.  General  Gani^tt  ordoned  it  back,  and 
thus  the  enemy  w^re  permitted  unresisted  to 
continue  the  pnrsiiit 

So  soon  as  I  saw  Colonel  Hannan  filing  his 
regiment  to  the  rear,  I  took  stops  to  remedy,  as 
fitr  as  practicable,  this  ill-timed  movement,  by 
directiBg  him  to  ooospy  and  hold  the  woods 
inmiediatoly  in  his  rear;  and  calling  General 
Gamett's  attention  to  the  importance  d  rally- 
ing his  froops,  h^^nmed  and  assigned  the  Fif&i 
to  a  position,  wfaic^  it  held  until  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Buns,  with  ^e  Forty-aeoond,  under 
LientenantOolonel  D.  A.  Lan^iame.  Colonel 
Bm-ks  and  the  x>ffioM«  and  men  of  the  Forty- 
seoond  proved  themselvee  worthy,  of  the  cause 
they  were  defending,  bv  the  spirit  with  which 
this  regiment  took  and  held  its  position  until  ito 
left  was  turned  by  the  Federals  pressing  upon 
the  Fifth  as  H  fell  back. 

Colonel  John  On^bell  was  rapidly  advanong 
with  his  regkuant  to  take  jMit  in  the  struggle, 
but  night,  and  an  indispontion  on  the  part  of 
the  enemv  to  press  frurther,  had  terminated  the 
battle,  which  had  commenced  at  four  o'clock 

F.  M. 

Leaving  Ashby  in  finrnt,  the  remaindar  of  my 
command  fell  back  to  its  wagons  and  btvouac^- 
ed  for  the  night  Our  artillery  had  played  its 
part  well,  and  though  we  lost  two  pieces,  ime 
Deloi^:in^  to  Waters'  and  the  other  to  Mo- 
LoughUzTS — the  former  from  having  upset 
when  hard  pressed  by  the  eoen^,  and  the 
latter  from  having  ito  horses  killed,  w^en  it 
was  on  the  eve  of  leaving  the  field  which  it 
had  so  well  sw^  with  canister  as  to  have 
driven  back  the  enemy  from  a  part  of  it,  over 
K^iieb  he  was  preosing  near  tfee  elose  of  ike 
batUe. 

Daring  tiie  engagement.  Colonel  Ashby^  with 
a  portion  of  his  command,  including  *Oiews' 
battery,  which  rendered  valuable  service,  re- 
mained on  our  right,  and  nat  only  paoteoted 
our  rear  to  the  vieini^  of  the  Tall^  tnmnike, 
but  also  served  to  threaten  the  eneniv's  front 
and  left    Colcmel  Aahby  lully  suati&ied  his 


deservedly  high  reputation  by  the  able  mamaer 
in  which  he  discnarged  the  important  trust 
confided  to  him. 

Owing  to  most  of  our  infantry  having 
marched  between  tlurty-five  and  ferty  milee 
since  the  morning  of  the  previous  day,  many 
were  left  behind.  Our  number  present  on  the 
evening  of  the  battle  was,  of  infantry  8,087,  of 
which  2,742  were  engaged ;  twenty-seven  pieces 
of  artillery,  of  wbidi  eighteen  were  engaged. 
Owin£  to  recent  heavy  cavalry  duty  and  ^b» 
extenx  of  country  to  be  picketed,  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  of  this  arm  were  present  to 
take  part  in  the  engagement 

There  is  reason  to  beUeve  Aat  thePederd 
infantry  on  the  field  numbered  over  ^evoi 
thousand,  of  which  probably  over  eight  thou- 
sand were  engaged.  It  may  be  that  our  artil- 
lery engaged  equalled  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  their  cavalry  exceeded  ours  in  number. 
Our  loss  was :  killed,  six  officers,  twdve  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  sixty4wo  privates ; 
wounded,  twenty-seven  officers,  fifty-three  non- 
commiAiioned  officers,  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  privates,  of  which  numb^  some  sev- 
enty were  left*  on  the  field ;  missing,  tiiirteen 
officers,  twenty-one  non-commission^  officers, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  privates. 
Nearly  all  the  missing  were  captured.  A  hm 
days  after  the  battle  a  Federal  officer  staged 
that  their  loss  in  killed  was  four  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Their  wounded  upon  the  supposition  tbaA  it 
bears  some  relation  to  their  killea,as  ours,  must 
be  such  as  to  make  their  total  loss  more  titan 
three  times  that  of  ours.  Our  wounded  receiv- 
ed that  care  and  attention  from  the  patriotic 
ladies  of  Winchester,  which  they  know  so  wdl 
how  to  pve,  and  our  killed  were  buried  by  tbs 
loyal  citizens  of  that  town.  The  hospitality  of 
Baltimoreans  relieved  tiie  wants  of  &e  captmed. 
For  these  acts  of  kindness,  on  both  sides  of  tbe 
Potomac,  I  am  under  la8tin|;  obligations.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  vanous  regiments  and 
4)atteries  deserve  great  praise.  In  conse^iieoee 
of  Major  F.  B.Jones,  Second  Regiment  Vn^gmia 
Volunteers,  being  ftuniliar  witii  the  locality,  be 
was  detached  from  his  raiment  and  acted  as  a 
staff  officer  during  the  engagement,  and  fnm 
his  fhmOiarity  with  the  country,  added  to 
his  zeal  and  daring,  rei^ered  very  valnable 
service. 

Dr.  Hunter  MbGuire,  Medical  Director,  dis- 
charged Ms  duties  in  a  mannw  which  proved 
him  admirablyqualified  far  his  position. 

Major  J.A.  Hannan,  Chief  Quartermaster,  nh^ 
^Rscharged  his  duties.  * 

Major  W.  J.  Hawkes,  diief  Commissary,  w¥k 
his  usual  foresight,  had  tiie  wants  of  tiia  depart- 
ment well  sup]mea. 

First  Lieutenant  G.  G.  Junkins,  A.  D.  C,  and 
A.  A.  A.  General.  fiftithMiy  and  e^dent^y  de> 
voted  hims^  to  his  duties  until  near  the  dose 
ef  the  engagement,  when  I  regret  to  si^  he  wns 
captured  Dy  the  enemy. 

First  lieutenant  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  D.  C,  whq 
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an  oflScer  eminenfljr  qualified  for  his  duties, 
scbar^d  them  in  a  highly  satisfactorf  manner. 
First  JLiientenant  J.  K.  BoBwell,  Chief  Engineer, 
ndered  valnable  service. 
Though  Winchester  was  not  reoo^ered,  yet 
e  moro  important  object  of  the  present,  tfaat^of 
lling  back  troops  that  were  leaving  the  valley, 
d  thnB  preventing  a  junction  of  Banks'  oom- 
md  ^with  other  forces,  was  accomplished  in  ad- 
tion  to  his  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  bounded, 
ider  these  drcnmstances,  I  feel  justified  in 
ying  that  thongh  {he  field  is  in  possession  of 
e  enemy,  yet  the  most  essential  fruits  of  the 
Lttle  are  ours. 

Respectfolly  ydur  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Jackson, 

If^r-Oenenil. 
ajor  T.  G.  Rhht, 
.     .    ID.N.,V«. 
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ATTIiE  ITEAB  COFEEEVILLE,  MISSKSIPFL 

BEOQASOB^ESEBLMs  IILQHlfAN'S  BBPOBH 

Hkaoqujubrbs  ftesr  DrnsKnr,  I'^rbt  CoBn,  A.  W.  T.  1 
Decemb«r  0, 186SL  J 

ieutenanl-Colond  E.  Iffey,A,  A.  General: 
CoLOMBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fotlow- 
kg  report  of  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  be- 
.veen  the  Federal  advance  guard,  near  Ck)£ree- 
ille,  and  the  troops  placed  under  my  command 
y  Major-Generaf  Lovell,  commanding  First 
urps.* 

At  about  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Friday 
rtemoon,  fifth  instant,  whilst  engaged  in  the 
)wn  of  Ck)freeville  with  the  various  duties  of 
ly  command,  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  embold- 
iied  bv  their  successes  heretofore,  had  pushed 
beir  advance  within  one  mile  of  the  town,  and 
bat  having  coiumenced  skirmishing  with  our 
ear  guard  of  cavalry,  Major-General  Lovell, 
onmianding  First  corps,  had  gone  out  with  a 
ortioa  of  my  division  to  check  them,  I  imme- 
diately rode  out  with  a  portion  of  my  staff  and 
»ody-guard,  to  the  point  selected  by  General 
iOveU,  on  which  to  form,  and  found  that  he  had 
lUshed  forward  a  portion  of  the  First  brigade, 
uider  General  Baldwin,  on  the  right  of  the  main 
oad  to  Water  Valley,  whilst  the  Ninth  Arkan- 
as,  of  General  Rust's  division,  commanded  by 
'olonel  Dunlop,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on 
he  left  of  the  same  road.  Colonel  A.  P.  Thomp- 
lou,  commanding  brigade,  of  the  Second  divis* 
on,  had  also  been  ordered  to  place  the  Third  Ken- 
noky  r^^iment  of  his  brigade  upon  a  road  lead- 
ng  out  from  Goffeeville  to  the  west  of  the  main 
oad  spoken  of,  in  order  to  watch  our  left  flank, 
open  the  main  road  and  in  rear  of  the  First 
brigade,  upon  a  small  eminence,  four  pieces  of 
urtiUezy  had  been  placed,  being  part  of  Gaptain 
Bouchard's  company  of  the  Point  Coupee  artil- 
lery ;  whilst  at  three  Hundred  yards  to  the  rear 
3f  this  battery  two  Parrott  guns  from  Gaptain 

*  See  Volume  8,  Bebellloii  Record,  noooments,  peg*  98ft. 


Hedden's  battery,  of  my  own  divicioB,  were 
placed  on  a  still  mgher  point,  and  in  a  position 
not  to  endanger  the  infantry  or  the  battery  in 
front,  should  occasion  present  itself  to  open 
upon  the  enemy.  Before  reaching  the  point  at 
^ich  General  Lovell  was  stationed,  I  heard 
brisk  cannonading,  and  on  joining  Greneral 
Lovell,  near  where  the  fear  battery  was  placed, 
found  that  it  proceeded  from  our  advanced  bat- 
tery, which  was  being  repMed  to  by  a  rifle  gun  of 
the  enemy.  • 

I  immediately  reported  for  orders  to  General 
LoveU,  who  directed  me  to  ride  with  him  to  tiie 
position  held  by  the  advanced  battery.  On 
reaching  that  point  and  findiug  that  the  enemy 
had  obtained  the  exact  range  of  our  guns,  I  re- 
tired, with  General  LoveO,  to  the  rear  battery, 
and  was  immediately  ordered  to  open  fire  with 
the  Purrott  guns,  at  short  interval.  Tliis  was 
done,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's battery  ceased. 

I  then  as^d  permissioQ  of  the  Majar-€kneral 
commanding  to  press  the  enemy  and  drive  them 
back,  and  upon  receiving  his  orders  to  do  so, 
with  information  that  General  Rust  had  been 
ordered  to  manoeuvre  on  my  right  witk  parts  of 
two  of  his  bripdes,  rode  nq[>idJv  to  the  front, 
ordering,  at  l£e  same  time,  the  Fourteenth 
Mississippi  re^ment,  under  Major  Doss,  which 
had  been  held  m  reserve,  to  move  up  at  double- 
quick  and  take  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
my  line.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson, 
numbering  about  seven  hundred,  were  placed  at 
my  disposal  also.  The  proper  disposition  of  the 
forces  was  soon  made;  orders  were  gifven  to 
General  Baldwin,  on  the  right,  and  to  Colonel  A. 
P.  Thompson,  of  the  Second  division,  who  had 
assumed  Hie  direction  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas, 
of  his  own  brisade,  to  deploy  the  ri^ht  compar 
nies  from  each  regiment,  as  skirmishers,  one 
hundred  paces  in  front  of  the  main  Mne.  A 
greater  distance  was  not  deemed  prudent,  as 
the  woods  were  very  dense  and  the  enemy 
known  to  be  in  close  proximity.  The  cavalry 
was  formed  in  the  main  road  and  ordered  to 
move  with  caution  in  rear  of  the  main  line.  The 
line  of  skirmidiers  being  formed  and  every- 
thing prepared,  orders  were  given  to  the  men 
to  hold  their  fire  until  within  fifty  yards;  to 
move  with  caution  until  the  enemy  was  reached, 
but  then  to  press  them  witb  all  their  energy. 
The  command,  ^  forward,''  was  given,  and  both 
^rmishers  and  the  main  line  moved.  The  line 
had  not  advanced  two  hundred  yards  before  the 
enemy  opened  on  our  left  a  brisk  fire.  Tliis  was 
answered  first  by  a  yell  along  our  whole  lino, 
the  men  moving  rapidly  and  with  great  enthu- 
siasm until  they  were  withia  good  range»  when 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  directed  by  Colonel  A.  P. 
Thompson,  and  the  Eighth  Kentacky,  under 
Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon,  opened  fire  in  return.  Very 
soon  the  hre  extended  towards  our  right,  along 
the  Twenty-third  Mississippi,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McCarley,  and  theTwent^ixth  Missis- 
sippi, under  Major  Parker.  The  order  to  press 
the  enemy  was  fuHy  carried  out,  and  they  were 
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not  allowed  ttmo  la  breathe,  and  though  makfaig^ 
two  gallant  stands  in  the  first  mile,  ihej  were 
driven  from  their  positions,  withont  onr 
men  faltering  fbr  a  moment  The  taotios  of 
the  enemy  did  them  great  credit ;  their  whole 
force  consisted  of  wounled  in^aniryy  annad 
with  Ck>lt's,  Smith's,  and  Sharp's  most  approved 
weapons,  with  two  |»ece6  of  artillery.  The 
oonntary  over  which  th^  had  to  pass  was  An 
alternate  wood  and  field.  On  being  driven  to  the 
edge  of  a  field,  they  mounted  and  retreated 
aeroes  it,  dismonnting  and  sending  their  horses 
to  the  rear.  They  had  all  the  advantage  of  po- 
sition, beine  covered  by  the  woodland,  whilst 
onr  men  advanced  across  the  open  field.  At 
theie  points  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
but  nothing  could  stop  the  onward  movement, 
and  our  men  moved  forward  without  slackening 
their  pace  in  the  least  Having  driven  the  ene- 
my for  mcxre  than  a  mile,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
should  the  troops  of  General  Rust's  command 
not  ha"^  moved  to  their  left  far  enough  to  ^^rd 
my  right  flank,  that  I  might  run  some  nsk  of 
being  outflanked.  To  gufa*d  against  this,  I  de- 
tached lieutenant  Barbour,  commanding  my 
body-guard,  with  a  portion  of  his  men,  with 
orders  to  move  at  full  speed  to  my  extreme 
right  and  take  position,  with  his  men  wdl  ex- 
tended, and  watch  my  right  flank.  No  sooner 
had  he  reached  the  point  and  commenced  mov- 
ing up  with  our  main  line  than  he  was  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Barbour  immediately 
sent  a  courier  informing  me  of  the  fact,  when  I 
ordered  the  Fourteenth  Midsis^pi,  under  Ma- 
jor Doss,  to  move  at  double-quick,  by  the  right 
flank,  until  he  reached  the  point  occupied  by 
Lieutenant  Barbour,  then  to  assume  his  originid 
front  and  press  them  again.  Daring  all  this  time 
the  enemy  were  interruptedly  driven  from  every 
position,  and  forced  l^ack  to  a  point  three  miles 
from  Goffeeville,  when,  on  reacning  a  command- 
ing position,  they  opened  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery again,  supported  by  the  severest  fire  of 
musketry  we  had  yet  encountered.  The  heavi- 
est fire  was  encountered  by  the  ^inth  Ar^ 
kansas  regiment  and  the  Eighth  KoDtucl^ 
regiment  Their  efforts  were,  however,  useless ; 
nothing  could  check  the  advance  of  our  men, 
and  the  position  was  carried  without  a  moment's 
delay,  just  at  dark. 

It  occurred  to  me  a  few  moments  before  this, 
that  a  dash  of  our  cavalry  might  have  secured 
the  piece  of  artillery  in  its  last  position  ;  but  it 
woTud  have  involved  a  heavy  loss  of  Kfe,  not 
warranted  under  the  eircumstances,  and  I  did 
not  give  the  order.  Having  already  (hriven  the 
enemy  much  frirther  than  was  ordered  by  a 
message  from  General  Lovell,  I  gave  order  to 
halt  and  cease  firing,  very  much  to  the  chamn 
of  both  officers  and  men,  who,  notwithstandnng 
the  severe  duties  and  deprivations  of  tiie  last 
•week,  seemed  to  forget  everything  but  the  de» 
sire  showed  by  all  to  repay  the  injuries  sulfered 
by  them  durtofl^thc^  feng  and  barbarous  im- 
prisonment at  me  North.  • 

The  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  Major  Doss  com- 


_ ,  towards  ihb  dose,  became  toe  (sx  aep* 
]  arated  from  the  main  command,  but  was  abua- 
daatly  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  drove  badk 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  killing  and  wouDding 
a  number,  among  them  Li0ntenant<k)k>Dd  Mc- 
Cullough,  who  was  shot  dead  within  twentor 
p<ces  of  our  line.  This  reeimant  alao  captured 
seventeen  prisoners^  with  3l  horsea,  anas,  uA 
accoutrements.  The  loss  on  our  Bart,  as  statod 
in  my  note  to  Major-General  Loveil,Qf  the  sixth 
instant^  is  known  to  be  accurate  as  follows: 
Killed,  seven ;  wounded,  forfy-toree.  That  of 
the  enemy,  thirty-four  kSUed;  among  them 
Lieutenant^lonel  McCullough  and  a  Bea»id- 
Lieutenant,  who  gjaye  his  name  as  Wood- 
bury (of  the  Third  Missouri)  just  T>efore  expir- 
ing. The  wounded  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
accurately  ascertained,  inasmudi  as  all  wiie 
were  not  too  badly  wounded  were  renioved  oa 
horseback  as  &st  as  they  feU.  Bstimating  ihesr 
wounded  by  the  number  killed,  in  the  ssme  ra- 
tio as  that  known  to  exist  on  our  part,  the 
wounded  may  be  given  at  two  hanared  aad 
thirty-four,  which,  from  the  number  seen  in  the 
act  of  being  removed,  is  under  ralhsr  than  orer 
^e  actual  loss.  Sixteen  of  their  severdj 
wounded  fell  into  our  hands.  Thirty-five  pris> 
oners,  with  seventeen  horses  and  all  their  arms 
and  accoutrements,  were  captured. 

Among  the  prisoners  were  one  Captain  sod 
several  non-commissioned  officers.  The  wounded 
on  both  sides  were  removed  at  once  to  Coffee- 
vflle,  and  every  care  taken  of  them.  The  dead 
were  buried  next  morning.  The  body  of  flie 
Federal  Lieutenant  was  decentiv  buried,  and  tbe 
headstone  marked  so  that  it  could  be  recognixed. 
The  body  of  LieutenantColonel  McCulloxi^h  wm 
not  secured.  The  command  returned  to  its  first 
position  near  CofieeviUe,  and  bivouacked  in  Kae 
of  battle.  The  whole  affiadr  was  a  complete  soo 
cess,  and  taught  the  enemy  a  lesson  I  am  sore 
they  will  not  soon  forget  The  troops  behaT«d 
in  the  most  gallant  manner ;  officers  and  men 
emulated  each  otiier.  All  did  their  duty  noWy. 
I  take  especial  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  namet 
of  Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Baldwin,  of  my  own 
division,  and  Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  (com- 
manding brigade  in  General  Rust's  divisio^. 
These  officers  in  command  on  my  right  and  left, 
displayed  the  greatest  good  judgment  and  git 
lantry.  The  brunt  of  me  battle  was  borpe^ 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop ;  Eigbm 
Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon;  the  Twenty- 
third  Mississippi,  LieutenantColonel  McOftHej; 
and  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  under  Major 
Parker. 

I  have  seldom  seen  greater  good  judgment  ana 
impetuous  gallantry  shown  by  any  officers  or 
men.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson, 
maintained  the  most  perfect  order,  and  were 
always  in  position  to  answer  any  summons.  The 
batteries  engaged  rendered  the  most  effideot 
service  np  to  me  time  of  my  ordering  tiie  ad- 
vance. The  first  shot  fired  from  the  Parrott 
guns  of  Captain  Bfedden's  battery,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Captain  Culbertson ,  Chief  of  As^ 
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"  of  xnv  ^Tiflion,  wounded  Oolonel  Mtener, 
kiUed  Bib  orderly  «nd  three  men.    These 
»  were  related  bj  a  non-coinmiMioDed  officer 
>ng  the  prisoners. 

ly  thankB  are  especially  dne  to  those  of  my 
Bonal  staff  who  were  present  l^or  Watts, 
pector-G^eneral ;  Major  HalKday,  Chief  Oom- 
isary ;  Ldentenant  George  Moorman,  Aide-de- 
ap ;  Lieutenant  Tilghman,  Aide^le^Oamp ;  ren- 
ed  the  most  efficient  and  ^alnable  service, 
notice  with  great  pleasnre,  also,  lieatenant 
rboiir,  commanding  my  body-gwird,  together 
th  Lieutenant  Lnndy,  of  that  company.  These 
cers  and  their  men  rendered  me  great  aid. 
e  timely  service  of  Lientenant  Barbonr.  on 
'  right  wing,  may  have  saved  ns  probably  rrom 
-ions  injury.    Tlie  whole  force  engaged  on  our 


side  may  be  stated  as  not  ezoeeding  Ihurteen 
hundred  men,  whilst  tiie  enemy  is  known  to  have 
'had  not  less  than  Kve  regiments,  nmnbering  not 
less  tiian  thirty-^ve  hundred  meo.  Enclosed  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  a  correct  Kst  of  the 
kffled  and  wounded  on  oiff  side. 

I  regret  the  absence  of  Gaptain  Powhatan 
Ellis,  (&ef  of  Staff,  during  the  action.  He  was 
engaged  at  my  headquarters  in  an  important 
business ;  and  I  was  tiius  deprived  of  his  val- 
table  services.  The  same  may  be  said  of  oth- 
ers of  my  staff  who  were  absent  on  duty  at 
various  points.  * 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Llotd  Tilghxak. 

Oonunandlng  Flni  DhrWon,  FInt  Oorpt,  Army  West  Vtea. 


OcuudUies  in  ihe  Action, 
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I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  iBtnnif  as  reported. 

Llotd  Tilohxan, 
BrlgMUer-<3«neral,  oomnuuiding  Flnt  Diytekm. 


Doa  57. 
THE  TALL  OV  NEW  0BLEAE8,  Ul 

MAJOIUOENBRAL  LaVEIX>S  REPOBm 

BuiMiDABsmB  DiPARnonrr  No.  L 1 
jAcnoir,  MBi.,  May  27, 1M2.     / 

General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Irapodor-Oen^ 
ercd,  Sickmondf  Virginia  : 
Snt :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
ny  report  of  events  attendant  upon  the  fall  of 
S'ew  Orleans.  Also  the  reports  of  General 
^rnith  and  General  Duncan,  the  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Engine  and  Gaptain  Squires,  and 
I  report  of  tiialilJed  and  wounded  at  these 
points. 

BespectfuHy, 

your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LovEUi, 

Vajpt-QeoenX,  oomnumdlng. 

BlfOBT  or  llAJa!UOf39flSUL  LOVEU.. 

BMAXtqiOAxma  DvAstnifr  Na  1,> 
VtaOBOBO,  Itay  28,  lOOL     / 

^^eneral  8.  Cooper,  AdnOani  end  Bupector-Gen^ 
erai,  Bickmond,  Virginia : 
Sib  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 


the  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Duncan  and 
Smith,  with  the  accompai^ing  documents,  of 
the  operations  preceding  and  attendant  upon 
the  fall  of  New  Orleans. 

The  department  is  fully  aware,  from  my  offi- 
cial correspondence  and  telegraphic  despatches, 
of  tlie  exact  nature  of  the  defences  erected  for 
the  protection  of  that  city ;  consisting,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  of  an  exterior  Uue  of  forts  and  euth- 
works,  intended  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy,  and  an  interior  line 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  whidi 
was  constructed  almost  entirely  with  reference 
to  repelling  any  attack  made  by  land  with  in- 
femtry.  Where  this  line  crossed  the  river  below 
the  city,  it  was  intended  to  have  a  battery  of 
twelve  thirty-two  and  ten  forty-^wo-pounders, 
which  it  was  considered  would  enable  us  to  drive 
baek  any  small  number  of  ships  that  might  suc- 
ceed in  passing  the  obstructions  at  the  forts, 
under  the  fire  oi  Iheir  guns.  But,  whether  suf- 
fioient  or  not,  no  more  were  to  be  had,  and  sub- 
sequentlv,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  naval 
authorities,!  transferred  the  for^-two^ounders 
to  the  steamers  Carondelet  and  Bienville,  for 
service  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  connection 
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with  Forte  Pike  and  MiaQDmb.  bzaediAtel^ 
after  I  assumed  oommaad  of  the  department, 
finding  ih&t  there  were  no  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  I  applied  to  Richmond,  Pensacoia,  and 
other  pointo,  for  some  ten-inch  columbiads  and 
sea-coast  mortars,  which  I  considered  necessary 
to  the  defence  of  the  lower  river,  but  i\one 
could  be  ^ared ;  the  general  impression  being 
ihat  New  Orleans  would  not  be  attacked  by  the 
river,  and  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  make 
the  best  possible  defence  with  me  guns  at  my 
dispoflaL  Twelve  forty-two-pounders  were  sent 
to  Forte  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  together  with 
a  large  additional  quantity  of  powder,  and  be- 
in^  convinced  that  with  the  guns  of  inferior 
cail^e  mounted  there  we  ocmld  not  hinder 
steamers  from  passing,  unless  they  could  be 
detained  for  some  time  under  the  fire  of  the 
works.  I  pushed  forward  n^idly  the  construc- 
tion of  a  raft,  which  offered  a  complete  obstruc- 
tion to  the  passage  of  vessels  up  the  river,  ex- 
cept Uirough  a  small  opening,  and  then  only 
one  at  a  time.  The  forte  had  seventy-five  or 
eighty  guns  that  could  be  brought  successively 
to  bear  upon  the  river,  were  manned  by  garri- 
sons of  well-trained  artilleriste,  afibrding  a 
double  relief  to  each  gun,  and  commanded  by 
officers  who  had  no  superiors  in  any  service. 
Under  these  circumstances,  sdthough  I  feared 
the  high  water  in  the  Spring,  with  the  accom- 
panying drift,  would  carry  awav  the  raft,  yet 
every  confidence  was  felt  that  the  river  would 
remain  closed  until  such  time  as  the  iron-clad 
steamers  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  could  be 
finished,  which  I  was  confidently  informed 
would  not  be  later  than  the  fij:st  of  February. 
The  first  raft  constructed  was  not  carried  away 
by  the  high  water  and  drift  until  the  latter  part 
of  Februarv.  But  with  funds  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal by  me  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  another 
was  placed  in  position  in  March,  by  the  ener- 
getio labors  of  Colonel  Higgins  and  others,  and 
the  position  was  again  temporaiily  secure.  No 
heavy  guns  had  yet  been  received,  although 
strenuous  implications  were  made  by  me  to  get 
some  from  Pensatola,  when  that  place  was 
abandoned.  The  general  impression  of  all 
those  to  whom  I  applied  was,  that  the  largest 
guns  should  be  placed  above  New  Orleans,  not 
below,  although  I  had  notified  ttie  department, 
on  the  twenty-second  of  March,  that  in  my 
judgment  the  fleet  osly  awaited  the  arrival  of 
tiie  mortar  vessels  to  attempt  to  pass  up  the 
river  from  below.  By  means,  however,  of  an 
energetic  and  persevering  officer,  Maior  W.  P. 
Duncan,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  three  ten- 
indi  columbiads  and  five  mortars  were  finally 
procured  and  brought  over  just  in  time  tabe 
put  up  as  the  firing  commenced.  Thinking  tiiat 
the  enemy's  troops  at  Isle  Breton  were  intended 
to  land  at  Quarantine  and  act  in  rear  of  Fort  St. 
Philip.  I  ordered  Colonel  Sysmauski's  regiment 
of  ninety  days'  men,  armed  with  shot  gnas,  to 
that  poiot  as  a  protection.  I  had,  likewise,  or- 
ganized two  companies  of  shaipshooters  and 
swamp  hunters,  under  Captains  Mullen  and  Lar- 


tique,  wbic^  were  aent  down  £Qr  ofentioD  vpoi 
the  enemy's  vessels  from  the  banks  of  Oie  river, 
but  the  high  water  keeping  the  men  day  a^ 
night  near^  waist  deep  in  water,  poon  oom- 

Eelled  them  to  abandon  their  positions,  t  will 
ere  stete  that  every  Confederate  soldier  in 
New  Orleans,  with  the  exception  of  one  com- 
pauy,  had  been  ordered  to  Corinth  to  join  Qea- 
era!  Beauregard,  in  March,  and  the  city  wm 
only  garrisoned  by  about  three  thousand  ninetf 
day  troops—called  out  by  the  Gtovemor,  at  my 
request---of  whom  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  had  muskete,  and  the  remainder  shot 
guns  of  an  indifierent  description. 

The  river  rose  rapidly  in  April,  and  soon 
drove  out  Sysmauski's  raiment,  which  was  re- 
moved to  the  west  bank,  about  six  miles  above 
Fort  Jackson.  The  whole  country  became  oae 
vast  sheet  of  water,  which  rose  in  the  forts  aod 
covered  places  heretofore  safe  from  ite  encroadh 
mente.  Under  the  tremendous  pressure  of  tins 
current  and  a  storm  o€  wind  and  rain,  the  second 
raft  was  broken  away  in  the  night  of  Fridsj, 
the  eleventh  of  April,  two  days  before  the  ea^ 
my  first  opened  &re.  T^e  Courteea  vessels  of 
M!ontgomery  River  defence  expedition  had  bees 
ordered  by  the  department,  when  completed,  to 
be  sent  up  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow,  but  be- 
lieving the  danger  of  attack  to  be  ^eater  from 
below,  I  detain^  six  of  them  at  New  Orletos, 
of  which  change  the  department  was  folly  ad- 
vised. At  my  suggestion,  Oovemor  Moore  had 
also  fitted  up  two  steamers,  which  were  sent  to 
the  forte  below  the  city.  A  large  number  of 
fire-rafts  were  also  constructed  and  steered 
down,  and  two  small  steamers  were  employed 
for  the  special  purpose  of  towing  these  iwl 
into  position  where  they  could  be  mosteffectiTe, 
so  as  to  leave  the  armed  vessels  tree  to  opente 
against  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  General  Beta- 
regard  to  send  down  the  inm-clad  ram  Manawifc 
and  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ordered 
the  steamer  Louisiana  to  be  sent  also  up  the 
river,  I  protested  through  the  War  Departmeot, 
being  satisfied  that  we  required  mc^e  heaf]r 
guns  below.  She  was  eventoaUy  permitted  to 
go  down  the  river  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of 
April,  but  not  in  a  condition  to  use  her  motive 
power  with  effect 

It  was  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  tins,  she 
would  be  able  to  assume  a  position  below  Port 
St  Philip,  discovering  the  location  of  the  mortar 
boate,  and  being  herself  proof  against  direct  fire, 
dislodge  the  enemy  with  her  guns,  which  wive 
of  very  heavy  calibre.  Elnowmg,  also,  that  the 
incessant  bombardment  kept  Qeneral  Duncan 
closely  confined  to  Fort  Jackson,  So  tiiat  he  oodd 
give  no  prders  to  the  riVer  defence  steamers, 
I  placed  the  whole  under  the  control  d  Osptain 
Mitehell,  the  armed  steamers  as  well  as  &e  togs 
intended  to  tow  down  the  fire-rafts.  I  will  here 
stete,  that  the  river  defeoce  fleet  pioved  a  hSir 
ure,  for  the  very  reasons  set  forth  in  mv  letter  to 
the  department  of  the  fifteenth  of  April  Unahle 
to  govern  themselves,  and  nnwUliiq;  to  be  gov- 
erned by  others,  their  almost  total  want  of  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


668 


torn,  Tigllaiiee,  and  di0o4>tt>e,  ttmdettd  iktm 
QBeleas  and  hdplees,  when  the  enemy  finaUj 
dashed  upon  them  suddenly  in  a  dark  n^ht.  I 
r^et  rery  nrach  that  the  department  cM  not 
&ink  it  advieable  to  gnxit  my  request  to  place 
B(Mne  competent  head  in  charge  of  these  steam- 
en.  Leaniing,  solbseqtiently,  tet  the  Lonisiaiia 
was  andiored  above  uie  forts  and  that  the  fire- 
rafts  were  not  vent  down,  I  telegraphed  Captain 
Mitchell,  requesting  him  to  attend  to  it,  and 
aflOTwards  oa&ed  upon  Commodore  Whittle  and 
entreated  him  to  order  'ttie  steamer  to  take  the 
desired  position  below  the  forts.  This  he  de- 
dmed  to  do,  but  telegraphed  Captain  Mitohc^ 
telling  him  **  to  strahi  a  point  to  pUwe  the  vessel 
there,  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  was  advisabie.''  No 
ohsnge,  however,  was  made,  wd  in  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third  Mardi,  I  want  down  myrolf  in 
a  steamboat  to  mrge  Captain  Mitdiell  to  have 
the  Lotdsiana  anchored  in  the  ppsiti<m  indicated, 
also  to  ascertain  why  the  fire-nfts  were  not  sent 
down.  A  few  moments  after  tito  attack  com- 
menced, and  the  enemy  sncoeeded  in  passing  with 
fourteen  ships,  as  described  in  Qenml  DnDOan^ 
report, and  ^e  battle  cf  NewOrleaBs,as  against 
ships  of  war,  was  over,  I  retomed  at  once  to 
the  city,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  and  giving 
orders  to  Ctoneral  Sodm,  in  c(»nmand  of  the  in- 
terior lines,  to  prepare  to  make  all  possible  re- 
sistance to  the  enemy's  fleet  at  the  earthwork 
batteries  below  the  town,  instructed  Colcmel 
liovell  to  have  several  steamers  ready  to  remove, 
as  £tf  as  possible,  the  commissary  and  ordnance 
stores,  being  saAmfied  tet  the  low  develqpmentB 
al  Ghumette  could  offidr  no  protracted  resistance 
to  a  powerful  fleet,  whose  guns,  owing  to  the 
high  water,  looked  down  upon  the  sur&ce  of 
the  country,  and  could  sw^ep  away  any  number 
of  infantry  by  an  enfilading  fire.  These  lines, 
as  before  remarked,  were  intended  mainly  to 
repel  a  land  attack,  but  in  a  high  stage  of  water 
were  utterhr  untenaUe  by  infontry  against  guns 
afloat  It  having  been  reported  to  me  mi  a 
sufficient  number  of  desperately  bold  men  could 
easily  be  got  together  to  board  the  enemy's  ves- 
selB  and  carry  them  by  -assault,  I  authorized 
Major  James  to  seize  such  steamers  as  might  be 
necessary  for  his  purpose,  and  to  attempt  it  He 
eaUed  for  one  thousand  men  bypnbUo  adver- 
tisement, but  being  able  to  find  but  about  a  hun- 
dred who  would  undertake  it,  he  abandoned  the 
project  On  the  morning  of  die  twenty-fiflh  the 
enemy's  fleet  advanced  upon  the  lotteries  and 

raed  fire,  which  was  returned  with  spirit  by 
troops  as  long  as  their  powder  lasted,  but 
with  little  apparent  effect  upon  the  enemy.  The 
powder  intended  for  this  batteinr  of  thibrty-two- 
pounders  had  been  transferred  by  me  to  the 
BteaoMT  Louisiana  a  few  days  before,  under 
flie  supposition  that  it  would  render  mu<^ 
better  service  from  her  heavv  rifles  and  Aei] 

rthan  with  a  bdttery  of  light  thirty-twos, 
the  operations  at  tiiese  works,  vou  are 
respeetfcdiy  referred  to  Qeneral  Smith's  re- 
port llie  greater  portion  of  the  ordnance 
stores,   pro^bions,  and   quarantine  property. 


sept  from  the  oily  by  rail  or  stsamer,  and 
a  portion  of  the  volunteers  also  took  the  cars 
for  Camp  Moore,  seyenlgr-eight  miles  distant  on 
the  Jackson  Railroad.  The  greater  part  of  the 
ninety-d^B*  troops  disbanded  and  returned  to 
thmi  homes.  There  were  two  or  three  regi- 
ments and  smaller  bodies  of  men  raised  for  Con- 
federate service,  in  the  city  at  the  time,  but  be- 
ing entirely  without  arms  of  any  kind  the^r 
could  be  of  no  service,  and  were  also  ordered 
to  Camp  Moore.  I  ad(»>ted  this  course,  recognis- 
ing the  perfect  absurdity  of  oonfironting  more 
than  one  hundred  guns  afloat  of  the  largest 
calibre,  well  maimed  and  served,  and  looking 
down  upon  the  city,  with  less  than  three  thou- 
sand Buutia,  mostly.anned  with  indifferent  shot 
guns.  It  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  been  a 
wanton  and  crinpnal  waste  of  the  blood  of 
women  and  children,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  good  result,  for  tine  enemy  nad  only  to 
anchor  ene  of  his  ships  at  Kenner  to  command 
the  Jackson  Railroad,  and  he  could  have  re- 
duced the  city  to  ashes  at  his  leisure,  without 
beiog  al^e  to  make  any  resistance  whatever. 

Wny  he  did  not  occupy  Kenner  and  cut  off 
all  exit  from  the  city  immediately,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand. Presuming  that  he  would  do  so,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  I  had  requested  Captains  Poin- 
dexter  and  Gwathne^^^  of  the  navy,  to  have  all 
the  steamers  ready  in  I^ke  Pontchartrain,  to 
carry  the  troops  over  to  Madisonville,  whence 
they  could  reach  Camp  Moore^  A  portion  of 
them  were  taken  over  by  this  route.  Elnowing 
that  the  enemv  would  at  once  seize  the  Ope- 
Wusas  Raikoaa,  and  thus  cut  off  the  troops  oc- 
cnpyipg  the  works  on  the  coast  of  West  Louisi- 
ana, I  sent  orders  to  the  different  commanding 
officers  at  Ports  Livingston,  Guiorr,  Quitman. 
Berwick,  and  C&ene,  to  destroy  their  guns,  and 
fairiTig  their  mwaU  arms,  provisions,  and  ammuni- 
tion, to  join  me  at  Camp  Jdoore.  Major  Joy 
brought  away  the  troops  at  the  two  latter  forts 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  but  those  at  the 
other  workB  became  demoralized,  disbanded, 
and  retured  to  New  Orleans.  I  gave  verbal  in- 
structions to  Colonel  Fuller  to  have  the  garrisons 
of  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb,  battery  Bienvenu,  and 
Tower  Dapre,  ready  to  move  at  a  mementos 
notice,  as  their  posts  were  dependent  on  the 
city  for  provisions,  and  frequently  for  water. 
It  was  understood  that  the  naval  steamers,  in 
connectioawith  other  vessels-in  the  lake,  should 
bring  nway  these  garrisons  when  called  upon  to 
do  so ;  and  after  ay  arrival  at  Camp  Moore,  orders 
were  given  on  the  twenty-sixth  to  go  for  them, 
ad  I  had  been  informed  that  Forts  Jackson  and 
St  Philip  had  been  surrendered.  Finding  that 
tiiis  report  was  untrue,  I  ifnmediately  counter- 
mandea  the  ordersi  giving  iustructions  that 
they  should  be  held  untU  further  notice,  but  be- 
fore either  could  reach  MadiaonviUe  it  was  re- 
ported tluit  the  whole  command  was  already  at 
Coyington.  I  advised  Captain  Poindexter  to 
make  his  way  to  Mobile  with  his  armed  steam- 
ers, but  he  concluded  to  destroy  them.  We, 
however,  procured  from  them  some  of  the  guns 
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and  ordmaee  wtoim,  whM  I  ortewl 
ately  to  VieM>«rg,  to  be  put  in  pesitioB  tiiere. 
On  the  twenty-fifth,  Gi^tua  Baitej,  of  the 
Federal  Nav}^,  demanded  tne  aorreiidflr  of  the 
oity,  and  ^at  ib%  flags  shookl  be  taken  down, 
and  the  United  Ststes  flag  put  up  en  the  miat, 
cnstom-hoose,  and  o&er  pnblio  craildiiiga.  To 
this  demand  I  returned  an  miqiialified  reftml, 
declaring  that  I  wonld  not  svrender  ttie  <Atj 
or  any  portion  of  my  command,  bvt  added,  tiiat 
feeling  onwflling  to  subject  the  city  to  bombard- 
\nent,  and  recognizing  the  nttar  imposaibiMty^  of 
remoring  the  women  and  ohiMren,  I  shonkl 
withdraw  my  troops  and  tnm  it  over  to  the 
civil  anthonties.  This  I  did  in  oomplianoe  with 
the  expressed  opinion  of  all  4he  prominent  citi- 
zens aronnd  m^— that  it  woola  be  a  nsdess 
waste  of  blood,  withont  being  productive  of 
any  beneflcial  resnhs  to  the  cause,  for  the  tnx^s 
to  remain.  Ca|>t8in  Bailev  tiien  returned  to  his 
ship,  under  escort  throngn  the  city,  at  his  own 
request,  of  two  officers  of  mv  staff,  Golonel 
Lovell  and  Major  James,  and  I  inen  advised  the 
Mayor  not  to  smrender  the  dty,  nor  to  allow 
the  flags  to  be  taken  down  by  any  of  onr  peo^^e, 
bnt  to  leave  it  to  the  enemy  to  take  ihem  down 
himself.  This  adviee  was  followed  by  the  dfy 
antiiortties ;  bnt  the  idea  being  hM  oat  in  their 
subsequent  correspondence  with  the  Federal 
offioers,  that  they  were  placed  inu  defenoeless 
condition  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  troeps,  bnt 
for  which  a  diflerent  course  might  have  been 
pursued,  I  promptly  telegraphed  to  Major 
James,  of  my  staff,  then  in  the  dty,  o^ering  to 
return  at  once  wHh  my  whole  '  command,  if  the 
citizens  felt  disposed  to  resist  to  ttie  last  ex- 
tremity, and  remain  with  them  to  the  end.  Ilmd 
deliberately  made  np  my  mind,  that  fJtheogh 
such  a  step  would  be  entirely  indefeDsiUe,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  yet  if  the  jpeOple  of  New 
Orleans  were  desirous  of  signalwing  their  pe- 
triotism  and  devotion  to  ih»  cause  mr  the  bonn 
bardment  and  burning  of  their  ctty,  I  would  re- 
turn with  my  troops  and  not  leave  as  long  as 
one  brick  remahied  upon  another.  The  only 
palliation  for  such  an  act  would  be,tiiat  It  would 
give  unmistakable  evidence  to  the  world  that  our 
people  were  in  deadly  earnest  This  detorw 
mination,  plainly  expressed  in  my  deepatohee 
to  Major  James  (herewith  transoaitted  marked 
A),  was  read  by  him  to  the  Mayor,  and  also  to 
the  city  connetl,  in  presence  of  one  or  mere 
prominent  citlzeos.  The  opinion  was  generally 
and  freely  expressed  by  the  Mayor  aioS  otiiers, 
tiiat  the  tR>o|M  ought  not  to  ntmp,  (See 
report  of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended, 
marked  B.)  I  went  to  the  city  myself,  however, 
on  the  nieht  of  the  twenty^eigh^  of  April,  nnd 
in  order  piat  there  mip^  be  no  mistake,  made 
the  same  proposition  m  person  to  ihe  MBytfr, 
He  said  he  did  not  tiiink  it  adviaaMe  for  the 
troops  to  retivn— that  such  a  step  would  only 
be  followed  by  a  useless  sacrifice  of  Ufe,  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit,  and  mqged  de- 
cidedly that  it  be  not  done.  I,  however,  ad* 
dressed    him  a  letter    (herewith  appended. 


O^deelarii^  o^  wHu^pmsb  to 
and  dwre  a  hombanudeat  with  ttiepi,  and 
waited  nntil  tiie  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  for 
an  answer,  but  receiving  none  in  writing  re-> 
tamed  to  Gamp  Moere.  The  same  propositiott 
was  made  by  me,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  4o 
several  prominent  dtiieBs,  b«i  was  invar^^y 
disooantenaaoed  by  thML 

For  a  week  after  the  withdrawal  of  ^ 
troops  I  had  a  nomber  of  ofiioers  in  the  ci^, 
and  kept  tiaina  mmung  rcigukrty,  whidi 
brought  out  a  large  flsnount  of  coverniBeoi 
property  and  stoma,  as  well  as  those  of  ih» 
State  ef  Louisiana.  Neariy  everything  wis 
brooght  away  except  the  heavy  guns  and  sosn 
property  which  peraons  in  their  fright  had  de- 
stroyed, and  everything  mi^  have  been  saved 
had  not  persons  revised  to  work  for  my  offieen, 
fearing  tnat  they  might  be  subjected  to  pwiik- 
ment  by  the  enemy.  MMiy,  also,  rerand  t» 
work  for  Oenfederate  money,  whioh  occasioned 
some  dekv  and  difificulty  in  the  removal  ef 
stores.  I  loel  gratified,  however,  in  being  able 
to  stale  that  we  broi^ht  away  all  the  treope 
that  would  leaere,  and,  inokiding  the  property  of 
the  State,  a  greater  amount  in  value  man  be- 
longed to  the  govemiaent  What  we  fiifled  te 
bri^  was  from  inabihty  to  get  tnneportalMa. 
In  this  duty  I  was  mainly  aasieted  by  Coloeel 
Lovell,  MMor  James,  Mf^or  Bafl,  Qskptain  Tens- 
bles,  and  lieutenant  Md)onald,  to  whom  the 
government  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  safety  of 
modi  valuable  psopiMrty.  It  was  n  souree  of 
great  distress  to  me  to  see  tiie  result  of  Bontbe 
of  toil  sod  labor  swept  away  in  a  few  hovi^ 
but  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  malDly  attribatabb 
to  the  following  eanses,  which  I  could  not  by 
any  possibility  control : 

1st  The  want  of  a  soffioient  number  of  pm 
of  heavy  cahbre,  which  every  exertion  was 
made  to  proomre,  withont  ssooeaa. 

9d.  The  feilure  through  ineffidency  and  wwt 
of  energy  of  thoee  who  bad  change  of  the  eoe* 
struotion  of  the  iron-dad  steamera  Loaiaitta 
and  Miasissmpi,  to  have  them  completed  in  the 
tfane  specified,  so  as  to  snppty  the  pkce  of  e^ 
structions ;  and,  finaUy,  m*  dedensioQ  of  the 
officers  in  diatge  of  the  Louisiann  to  aUow  her 
(though  not  entirely  ready)  to  be  pboed  ai  a 
battery  in  the  pomtion  indicated  hy  Geaecil 
Duncan  and  myeelfl  On  theae  last  points  I  codd 
onty  advise  and  suggest,  as  thev  appertained  te 
a  sepsrats  and  inc^>endent  department,  otv 
whidi  I  bad  no  contrd  whatever.  (See  letter 
of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended,  marked  D.) 

Opened  five  on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  wbka 
was  kept  up,  at  intervala,  for  five  diQra,  whes 
the  mortars  opened,  and,  from  that  tuM,  with 
bnt  a  single  inteiruption  of  a  lew  hours,a  bo» 
bardment  was  kept  up  ibr  seven  d^rs  end 
nighte,  which,  for  great  inipidityaad  aeonraeyd 
range,  haa  no  paraUeL  More  tiban  twenlyvfe 
thousand  didk  were  thrown,  of  whidi  not  lesi 
than  one^hfrd  fell  within  the  limits  of  ForiJeck- 
son,  yet  the  garrison  held  out  nlthongh  we^ 
without  change  of  dothing,  and  erhanstrd  kt 
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urant  of  restmd  regvlBr  ftKxt,  wlfii  a  befok)  6B- 
dnrance  whidi  is  bejond  all  praise.  Thai  the 
enemy  sncceeded  in  passing  a  hr^  portioxk  ^ 
his  tfeet  bj  the  forts  on  a  dbrk  mgkt,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  is  doe  to  no  !ki!t  of  the  ganrison  of 
the  forts.  They  did  theirirhole  dnty,  nobly  and 
heroicafly,  and  had  the^  been  seeonded.  as  they 
should  have  been,  by  iBxe  defences  afloat^  we 
should  not  hsve  to  record  the  fafl  of  New 
Qrkttns. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff,  who  imderwent 
mootfis  of  severe  and  ardnons  labor,  eoUectin^ 
supplies,  cresting  resources.  wHli  the  most  Ihn- 
Hed  *means,  and  preparing  aU  abrfB  of  materials 
and  mnnitlonB  or  war  bymgenionB  makeshift,  I 
retnm  my  thanks.  Left  in  the  city  with  a  smaH 
force  of  badly  armed  miHtia,  all  opportonity  for 
^Kstinotion  or  glory  was  cnt  off ;  yet  they  never 
fl^ged  in  tiieir  zeol  and  devotion  to  the  casse. 
"Wnmi  tile  coantnr  knows  all  that  was  done,  and 
under  wlutt  disadvantages  it  was  accomplished, 
I  feel  confident  that  thdr  verdict  will  do  ample 
Jtntice  to  those  who  shared  equally  In  the  labors 
of  preparation,  while  they  were  denied  the 
fl^ory  of  taking  part  in  fiie  defence.  The  battle 
for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  was  fonght  and 
lost  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

The  extraordinary  and  remarkable  condnct  of 
the  garrisons  of  these  forts,  in  breaking  ont  in 
opeti  mutiny,  after  covering  themselves  with 
gkMcy  by  their  heroic  defence,  is  one  of  those 
strange  anomalies  for  which  I  do  not  pretend  to 
ttccount.  The  fi^ts  are  recorded  and  speak  for 
themselvee.  The  causes  will,  probably,  never 
be  known  in  fuD. 

For  the  detafled  accounts  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  forts,  and  the  engagements  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  fleets  by  them  and 
Hie  batteries  at  Ghalmette,  you  are  respectfully 
referred  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  Gen- 
erahs  Duncan  and  Smith.  There  were  no  bat- 
teries except  at  these  two  points,  for  the  reason 
that  no  guns  could  be  procured  to  place  in  them. 
I  had  Sequent  occasion  to  regret  that  it  was 
found  impossible  to  give  me  control  of  tiie  de- 
fences afloat  as  well  as  here.  A  single  control- 
ling head  might  have  made  all  the  resources 
more  available  and  efficient  in  working  out  the 
desired  result 

Very  respectfufly. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

M.  Lonux, 

04»  Moon,  Aprfl  18^  lias. 
3iqfor  Jcanes,  New  Orhan$: 

u  the  people  are  willinj^  to  stand  the  result,  I 
win  bring  four  thousand  mie  hundred  men  down, 
as  soon  as  I  can  give  them  arms  and  powder, 
and  stay  as  long  as  a  brick  remains.  It  is  their 
interest  I  am  endeavbring  to  consult^  not  the 
safety  of  my  men.  I  have  nothing  but  infantry 
and  two  batteries  of  field  artfflery,  which  would 
be  of  no  use  against  ships.  I  will  come  down 
myself  if  they  wish  it,  and  brifig  the  meiralsng 


as  tet  as  leadnp;  They  am  newly  raised  ragi- 
ments,  and  are  being  now  armed  and  eauipped, 
as  you  know.  Gan  begin  to  bring  them  down  to- 
-morrow,  if  that  is  the  desire  of  the  citiseBS. 
Shall  I  oookB  down  myself  to^iight?  Willdoso 
if  ^  san  be  of  any  assistance,  and  leave  Oeneral 
Bmith  to  oosaplete  the  organisation,  and  hnof 
down  the  five  regiments  when  ready.  Ths  eitt- 
sens  must  dedde  as  to  tne  consequences.  I 
will  come  if  it  is  wished,  cheeifally. 

M.  LovHX, 

Mi^-Oenerftl,  oommukdiof .  • 

6axp  Moon,  April  »,1MS. 

Mc^  JcttMBy  Jfew  Orleans : 

I  shall  start  down  myself  with  an  aid  now, 
and  am  p^ectly  ready,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
dtv,  to  hold  it  to  the  end.  It  is  for  them  to  aay» 
notme. 

M.  LovBJi, 

Qenmrd  M.  LoveU: 

Sol:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  whOe  I 
was  in  the  ci^  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  twen^- 
seventh  of  April,  executing  your  orders  to  assist 
in  removing  me  government  and  State  property, 
and  while  the  negotiations  were  going  on  be« 
tween  the  city  authorities  and  the  Federal  offi- 
cers for  tiie  surrender,  I  was  informed  that  the 
nature  of  the  replies  to  the  naval  commander 
was  such  as  to  throw  some  oensure  upon  your- 
self, for  leaving  them,  as  the  Mayor  styled  it, 
witnout  military  protection. 

I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  this 
immediately,  the  result  of  which  was  the  en- 
closed despatches  from  you,  offering  to  return 
wiih  your  troops,  and  afford  them  ail  the  pro- 
tection in  your  sower,  but  that  the  responsibmty 
of  anv  results  that  might  ensue  must  rest  upon 
tiie  citizens  tiiemselves.  I  r^td  your  despatches 
to  the  city  council,  which  was  &en  in  session, 
in  presence  of  Mr.  Pierre  8oul6,  who  happened 
to  be  there  at  the  time.  That  gentleman,  who 
seemed  to  speckk  for  the  Mayor  and  council, 
most  emphatically  declared  that  you  ought  not 
to  return  with  your  troops,  as  did  also  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  council.  Several  of  them, 
however,  declared  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
have  you  return  alone,  and  see  matters  for  your- 
self, to  which  effect  I  telegraphed  you.  Tou 
came  'to  the  city  that  evening,  witn  a  single 
Aidede43amp,ana  went  with  me  to  the  MayOT*ii 
house,  where  you,  in  my  presence,  told  him 
that  the  citizens  should  have  no  cause  to  say 
that  they  were  obliged  to  submit  for  want  of 
milKary  protection ;  that  you  were  ready  and 
wiUing  to  bring  your  whole  command  into  the 
city  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  undergo  a 
bombardment  wim  them,  if  that  was  their  de> 
sh«.  %at  you  had  withdrawn,  to  enable  the 
citizens  to  decide  the  matter  for  themselves,  as 
ft  was  they,  and  not  you,  who  had  their  IkmiHes 
md  property  at  stake.  In  reply,  the  Mayor 
eamestljr  dedined  your  offer,  statmg  that  you 
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had  done  all  Ib  yovr  power,  and  liiai  it  woidd 
be  a  QseleeB  waste  of  life  to  brine  the  troops 
into  the  city.  He  also  urged  yon,  by  <^  means, 
to  retire  from  the  cify  for  your  own  safety,  and 
•abeequently  asked  me  to  persuade  yoa  to  leave 
as  sooo  as  possible,  as  he  would  be  hung  if  tiie 
United  States  authorities  found  you  were  at  Lis 
house. 

Vary  respectfully. 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

L.  L.  James, 

ToUinteer  ASde-de-Oamp. 

(C.) 

IfiAiwyTiinwM  DvAxnoBT  No.  1«  Niv  Oasjum, 

Bon.  John  T,  Monroe^  Mayor  qf  New  Orleans: 
Sib  :  When  the  enemy,  having  succeeded  in 
passkg  our  defences  on  tne  river  with  his  fleet, 
anchored  abreast  the  city,  it  was  apparent  Hiat 
the  in&ntry  troops  under  my  command  conld 
offer  no  effectual  rMstance,  and  their  presence 
would  only  serve  as  a  pretext  and  justification 
for  them  to  open  their  guns  upon  a  city  crowded 
with  women  and  children,  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  remove.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
determined  at  once  to  withdraw  my  troops,  and 
leave  it  to  the  citizens  themselves  to  agree  upon 
the  course  of  action  to  be  pursued,  in  relation 
to  the  welfare  of  their  families  and  property. 
I  now  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  it  is  we  deter- 
mination of  the  people  of  the  city  to  hold  it  at 
any  and  all  hi^ds,  I  will  return  with  my 
troops,  and  share  the  danger  with  them.  That 
my  return  will  be  followed  by  bombardment,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  certain ;  but  if  that  is  the  con- 
clusion come  to,  I  will  afford  all  the  protection 
in  my  power. 

Very  respectftilly, 

M.^IiOVSLL, 
'MMjot'Omtttii,  commandins. 

(D.) 
Camp  MboBi,  Aprfl  80,  1802. 

Oeneral  M.  LoveU,  Commanding  Department 
No.  1: 
Gbnebal  :  At  your  request,  upon  my  return 
from  Forts  Jackson  and  SL  Philip.  I  accompanied 
you  to  call  upon  Ck)mmodore  Whittle,  of  the 
navy,  at  his  headquarters  in  New  Orleans,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  that  officer,  if  possible, 
to  jplace  the  iron-daa  eunboat  Louisiana  in  a 
position  below  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip, 
from  which  she  could  enfilade  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  mortar  fleet,  and  drive  them  from 
it,  thereby  relieving  the  forts,  for  a  time  at 
least,  from  the  heavv  bombardment  then  going 
on,  which  would  allow  Brigadier-General  Dun- 
can to  make  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and 
what  was  ^ualty  necessary,  give  ttie  garrison 
■ome  rest  The  position  designated  for  the  ves- 
sel to  be  placed  in  was  in  an  eddv  upon  the 
Fort  St  Philip  side  of  the  river,  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  guns  of  both  forts,  and  en> 
lirely  out  of  the  line  of  the  bombardment ;  and 
it  would  require  a  change  of  position  df  ihe 


■K^rte  fleet  to  enaUa  them  to  strike  the  vesMl 
with  sbelL  if  she  could  have  been  struck  at  all 
All  these  mcts  were  fiilly  explained  by  yourself 
to  Commodore  Whittle,  and  he  was  requested 
by  you,  by  all  means,  to  place  the  vessel  in  said 
position,  even  if  she  was  lost,  as  the  maintain- 
mg  the  position  then  he)d  by  your  troops  in  the 
forts,  without  this  assistance,  was  m^ely  % 
question  of  time.  To  this  earnest  appeal  imon 
your  part,  Commodore  Whittle  tele^phea  to 
Conmander  MitchdU,  of  the  fleet  stationed  jost 
above  the  forts,  **  to  strain  a  point,  tf  in  ha 
judgment  it  was  neoessary^  to  comply  wiOi  jroor 
request^  and  place  the  Louisiana  in  the  positioa 
before  spoken  of.**  As  the  result  shows,  ^ 
request  of  Commodore  Whittle  to  Commands 
Mitchell  was  not  compHed  with. 

I  make  this  statement  voluntarilVt  iu  ordar 
that,  if  ever  the  question  of  the  defences  of 
New  Orleans  should  arise,  that  you  can  bare 
every  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  not  certain^ 
the  want  of  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  mi 
land  forces  which  capsed  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfolly, 

Tour  obedient  servant 

L.  L.  JAlOEii, 

VolimtMr  AM^-dflHOMp. 

BEFOBT  OF  BBI6ADIBB-6EMEBAL  J.  K.  DDKCAie 
Vww  Onjun^  La.,  Aprfl  89,  IM 

Mqjor  J.  O.  PickeU,  Assistant  Adftdtant-Oenerdt 
Department  No.  1,  Camp  Moore,  La.:  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowni^ 
report  of  the  bombardment  of  Forts  JaofcKA 
and  St  Philip,  Ia.,  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
twenty-fourth  of  April,  1862 : 

About  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  I  ▼■• 
informed  hv  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Higgine,  com- 
manding Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  oompot- 
ing  a  part  of  the  coast  defences  under  my  cco- 
mand,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  crossing  tibe 
bars,  and  entering  the  Mississippi  river  in  foroa 
In  consequence,  I  repaired  at  once  to  that  poi^ 
to  assume  the  general  command  of  the  threair 
ened  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  which  I  had 
always  anticipated  would  be  made  from  flat 
Quarter.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  that  Foit 
Jackson  was  suffering  severely  from  transpin- 
tion  and  backwater,  occasioned  by  the  excessiw 
rise  in  the  river,  and  the  continued  prevaleDoe 
of  strong  easterly  winds.  Notwithstanding 
every  effort  whida  could  be  made,  the  witor 
kept  daily  increasing  upon  us,  partly  owing  to 
the  MnVitijr  of  the  entire  site,  and  to  the  natural 
lowness  of  the  country  around  it,  until  the  ts^ 
rade-plain  and  casemates  were  verygenenl^ 
submerged  to  the  depth  of  from  three  to  e^ 
teen  indies.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficw, 
and  only  then  by  isolating  the  magazines,  tnd 
by  pumping  day  and  night,  that  the  watff 
could  be  kept  out  of  them. 

As  the  officers  and  men  were  all  pbhged  to 
live  in  these  open  and  submerged  cascmataj 
they  ware  great^  exposed  to  discomfort  aod 
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sicknMS,  as  liieir  dothliig  and  feet  were  elwa/t 
iPBt.  The  most  of  their  elothing  and  blankete, 
besides,  were  lost  b^  tiie  fire  hereiBaftor  mei^ 
tioned.  Fort  St  PbiMp,  from  the  seme  causes^ 
was  in  a  similar  eoiraition,  bul  to  a  leaser 
0xtoiit. 

No  attention  having  been  previously  paid  to 
the  repeated  reondsitioiis  few  gvna  of  heavy 
oaUln^  for  these  torts,  it  beoame  neoessary,  in 
liieir  present  condition,  to  bring  in  and  motnt, 
mud  to  build  the  platforaEis  for  the  three  ten- 
inch  and  three  el|^kt4nGh  oolnmbiads,  ike  rifled 
forty-two  pounder,  and  the  five  ten-inch  sea- 
oos0t  mortars,  recently  obtained  from  Pensacola 
on  the  evaoaation  of  that  place,  together  with 
Hie  two  rifled  seven-inch  guns,  teoiporarily  bor- 
rowed from  the  naval  authorities  in  New 
(Mesne.  It  was  also  found  aecessary  to  pre- 
psre  tiie  old  water  battery  to  the  rear  of  and 
Delow  Fort  Jackson,  wUch  had  never  been 
oompletsd,  for  the  receptlQii  of  a  portion  of 
these  ^hds,  as  well  as  to  coostnict  mortar-pro<tf 
magasinee  and  shell  rooms  within  the  same. 

la  coBsequenoe,  also,  oi  the  character  of  the 
ezpeeted  attack  by  heavy  mortars,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cover  all  the  main  maga- 
sines  at  both  forts  with  sand-bags  to  a  consider- 
able depth,  to  protect  them  against  a  vertical 

After  great  exertioiffl,  cheerfully  made  by 
both  oflSoers  and  men,  and  bv  workmg  the  gar- 
Tiflona  by  reliefs  night  and  day,  this  work  was 
all  accomplished  by  the  thirteenth  of  ApriL  No 
sooner  had  the  two  rifled  seven-inch  navy  guns 
been  placed  in  position,  however,  than  orders 
arrived  to  dismoimt  one  of  them  immediately, 
and  to  send  the  same  to  Hie  oity  at  once,  to  be 
placed  on  board  of  the  iion-dad  steamer 
Lovisiana.  I  strongly  remonstrated  against 
this  removal,  by  telegraph,  but  was  informed  in 
re^y  that  the  orders  were  imperative,  and  that 
the  g^nn  must  be  sent  without  fail.  It  was 
aoooraingly  sent,  but  with  great  difficult,  owiDf 
to  the  overflow  and  the  other  causes  stated 
The  garrisons  of  both  forts  were  greatlv  &tigued 
and  worn  out  by  these  labors,  performed  as 
^ey  were  under  pressure,  and  within  sight  of 
the  enemy,  an^  owing  to  the  man^  discomforts 
and  disadvan^es  we  were  labonng  under,  in 
consequence  of  hi^h  water.  In  the  mean  time 
I  had  called  upon  &e  Qeneral  commai^^  the 
department,  for  two  regiments,  to  be  stationed 
at  the  quarantine  buildines,  six  miles  above  the 
forts,  to  act  as  a  reserve  force,  and  to  co-operate 
wi&  the  forts,  in  case  of  a  oombteed  land  and 
water  attack.  I  idso  asked  for  Gaptain  W.  G. 
Mnllen's  company  ef  seovts  and  sharpshooters, 
to  be  stationed  in  the  woods  below  Fori  Jack- 
son,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  rivor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  piclong  <^  the  officers  uid  men  mm 
the  enemy's  vessels,  when  assuming  their  sev- 
eral positions  of  attack.  Captain  MiUlen's  com- 
pany, of  about  one  hundred  and  twen^-flve 
men,  was  sent  down  as  requested,  and  stationed 
in  part  in  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
son, and  the  remainder  on  the  Fort  St  Fhil^ 


side»  apposite  ths  raft  obstruoUng  the  rivw. 
The  Ohalmette  regiment,  consisting  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  Ck)lonel  Sysmauskie  oem- 
manding,  was  sent  to  the  quarantine.  A  part  of 
it  was  stationed  there,  and  company  detach* 
masts  were  placed  at  Uie  head  of  the  several 
canals  leading  from  tiie  river  into  the  back  bays 
of  the  same,  to  euard  against  a  land  foree  being 
thrown  in  laondies  abpve  us. 

Four  steamers  of  the  river  fleet,  protected, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  made  shot-proof  with 
cotton  bulk-heads,  and  prepared  with  iron 
prows  to  act  as  rams,  viz.,  the  Warrior,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Defiance,  and  Resolute,  command- 
ed by  Captains  Stephenson,  Philips,  McCoy,  and 
Hooper,  respeetivel^,  were  sent  down  to  report 
to  and  co-operate  with  me.  The  steamers  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  General  Quitman,  prepared  as 
those  before  mentioned,  and  commanded  by 
Captains  B.  Kenuon'and  A.  Grant,  were  sent 
down  in  like  manner  to  cooperate  wiih  the 
forts,  and  ram  such  vessels  of  the  enemv  as 
might  succeed  in  passing.  The  naval  authori- 
ties also  sent  down  the  C.  S.  steam  ram  Manassa, 
Captain  Warly,  C.  S.  navy,  commanding.  She 
was  stationed  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Jack- 
son, with  her  steam  up  constantly,  to  act  against 
the  enemy  as  occasion  might  offer.  Subsequent- 
ly, also.  Captain  F.  K  Renshaw,  C.  S.  navy,, 
arrived  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  JaiokBon. 
The  raft  of  logs  and  chains,  which  had  formerly 
been  placed  across  the  river,  having  proven  a 
failure,  upon  the  f  ise  in  the  stream  ana  the  con- 
stant velodtv  of  Uie  drift-bearing  current,  a  new 
ohstruction  had  been  placed  across  the  river, 
opposite  Fort  Jackson,  by  Lieutenant€olonel  E. 
Higgins,  prior  to  his  assumption  of  the  com- 
numd  of  the  forts.  This  consisted  of  a  line  of 
schooners  anchored  at  intervals,  with  bows  up 
stream,  and  thocoughly  chained  together  amia- 
ships,  as  weU  as  stem  and  stem.  The  rigging, 
ratnnes,  and  cable,  were  left  to  trail  astern  of 
these  schooners,  as  an  additional  impediment,  to 
tangle  in  the  propeller  wheels  of  the  enemy. 
This  schooner  raft  was  seriously  damaged  by 
the  wind  storm  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of 
April,  which  parted  the  chains,  scattered  the 
Sfihooners,  and  materially  affected  its  character 
and  efifectiveness  as  an  obstruction. 

In  addition  to  the  wind,  the  raft  was  also  much 
damaged  by  allowing  some  of  the  fire-barges  to 
get  loose  and  drift  against  it,  through  the  care^ 
tessness  of  those  having  them  in  charge.  A 
large  number  of  these  fire-barges  wexe  tied 
to  the  banks  above  both  forts,  ready  at  all 
times  to  be  towed  into  the  current,  and 
against  the  enemy,  fur  the  double  purpose  of 
firing  his  skips,  and  to  light  up  the  nver  by 
night  to  insure  ihe  accuracy  of  our  fire.  My  in- 
stmctioos  to  the  nyer  fleet,  under  Captain  Ste- 
phenson ^ne  attached  document  A),  were  to  be 
m  the  ^eam  above  the  raft,  wi^  such  boats  as 
had  stem  fWOBf  in  ordei  to  assist  the  forts  with 
theic  fire,  m  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  the 
,  as  well  as  to  turn  in  and  ram  at  all 
all  such  vess^  as  might  succeed  m 
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getting  above  the  raft.  He  wba  also  reqtilred 
u>  take  entire  control  of  Hie  fire4)argee  (see  at- 
tached document  B),  to  reconnmtre  ike  enemy 
above  the  head  of  the  paesee,  and  to  keep  a 
watch  boat  below  every  night,  near  the  point  of 
woods,  to  signal  Hie  approach  of  tiie  emm^j. 
The  diagram  will  illustrate  all  (be  poisls  referred 
te  in  this  report 

The  same  instmetfons  were  given  to  CsptaiBs 
Kennon  and  Grant,  aad^  npon  his  arrival^  Cap- 
tain Benshaw  was  only  mftnrmed  of  the  azfange^ 
ments  made,  in  whkh  he  promised  heartily  to 
C0K)perate.  While  the  enemy  remahied  attlie 
head  of  Hi^  passes,  twenty-two  and  a  half  miles 
below  the  forts,  and,  sabseqvently,  when  he 
came  up  to  the  Jmnp,  or  Wilder's  Bayo«»  the 
boats  of  the  river  fleet  took  tarns  ih  mnning 
down  and  watching  his  movements.  ¥(xt  a  few 
niehts,  also,  at  this  time,  one  of  them  was  ke]^ 
below  as  a  gnard  boat  We  had  telegraphic 
commnnication,  besides,  down  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Jomps,  nine  miles  below  the  forts, 
which,  together  with  scouts  operating  in  tiie 
bays  to  the  east  and  west  ef  the  river,  in  skifib 
and  perogues,  kept  us  duly  ppsted,  meanwhile, 
of  the  enemy's  movements  below,  as  tax  down 
as  the  South-west  Fnm,  The  enemy  was  not, 
meanwhile,  idle  in  die  interim.  His  large  ves- 
sels worked  over  the  South-west  Bar,  after  fisiA- 
ing  to  make  an  entrance  at  Pees  a  TOtftre,  and 
the  mortar  fleet  was  brought  up  as  fkr  as  the 
South-west  Pilot  Station,  where  the  mortars 
were  scaled  and  afterwaroB  tested.  From  seven 
to  thirteen  steam  rioops  of  war  and  gunboats 
were  constantly  kept  at  the  Head  of  Hie  Pass^ 
or  at  the  Jump,  to  cover  his  operations  below, 
end  to  prevent  our  observing  his  movements 
by  way  of  the  river.  By  gradual  and  regular 
approjEtches  he  carefully  closed  up  the  forts,  day 
by  day,  and  opened  the  attack  as  hereinafter  de* 
toiled. 

Aprflff. 

One  of  our  reconnoitring  steamers  was  chased 
and  followed  up  by  two  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats as  far  as  tne  point  of  woods  below  Fort 
Jackson,  but  were  soon  forced  to  retire  bv  a 
few  shots  from  our  batteries.  This  was  his  first 
reconnoissance  and  our  fire  was  not  returned.  * 

▲pruu. 

Several  of  the  hostile  gUAboats  again  oame  «p 
to  make  ot)8ervationB.  They  would  occasionally 
show  themselves,  singly  or  in  pairs,  above  the 
point  of  woods,  and  exchange  a  few  shots  with 
the  forts,  and  then  retire  ag»w  behind  the  point 
Oiu*  shaipshooters  obtained  a  few  shots  on  this 
occasion,  but  with  veiy  partial  result,  owing  to 
tiie  lowness  of  the  sorraunding  country  and  the 
extreme  rise  in  the  river.  Many  of  the  men 
were  up  to  their  waists  in  water,  and  in  oons^ 
quence,  sickness  prevailed  among  tlMm,aad  un- 
fitted them  for  duty. 

The  enemy  spent  the  priaoipal  part  of  the  day 
in  firing  grape  and  caniirter,  and  m  sheUwg  tM 
woods  to  drive  them  out  This  was  repealed 
the  fdlowhig  day,  the  onmy  notooning  witii* 


ki  rtage  or  sigiit  of  tha  liorta,  but  coafinlBg  lBm> 
setf  to  shdiing  the  woods  below.  The  Bhsip* 
shooters  were  all  driven  out  by  thk  seeonddayi 
firuig.  Our  telegn^hio  eommunioalion  below 
was  also  Inrekiii'tq),  as  Ifae  wiies  were  removed, 
and  many  of  the  poists  cut  and  torn  down  fajtke 


'^ere  being  no  other  pofnt  above  er  bdew, 
where  the  sharpahootors  oould  profitably  act  m 
that  cscpaoity,  alid  m  nany  of  tkem  were  uiit 
for  duty  from  exposore,  I  deemed  it  advieiUe 
to  dispense  witli  their  servioes  a&d  ueai  tikaa 
to  tiie  city,  which  was  aoeordingly  done. 

It  being  of  tbe  highest  importance,  however,  to 
keq»  up  the  telegiapUo  commmnioaticm  below. 
Lieutenant  T.J.  Boysfeei^s  Compmay^mppenwBd 
miners,  Twenty-second  Louisiana  vdaatem, 
vohmteered  his  servioes  with  fifteen  men  of  fak 
oompeny,  to  act  as  riiarpshooten  in  peeogma 
and  cover  the  operator  in  repaiiing  the  lint  sm 
le-establishiBe  tbe  connection  witii  the  liiti 
above,  as  weU  as  to  mbknt  the  enemy.  TUi 
also  foiled,  from  the  great  oiffionlty  of  msnagMf 
the  per^^nes  ^eotivdy  in  the  d&am  vakt- 
growth  S[  the  swanqiy  woods  below,  and  t^ 
telegiaphand  the  sh^pshooters  had  to  be  sbm^ 
doaed  in  copsequenoe. 

The  enemy  brought  up  his  wh<^  fleet,  et* 
tending  fhe  same  from  the  Head  of  tiie  PMBei 
to  the  point  of  woods  bdow  the  forte.  Orden 
were  repeatedly  given  to  Oi4>tain  8tephenlDa,of 
the  river  fleet,  to  cause  the  fire-bams  to  to 
sent  down  n^ntiy  upon  the  enemy ;  hot  eveiy 
attempt  seem^  to  prove  a  perfect  abortion,  tfai 
barees  being  cut  adrift  too  soon,  so  tiiat  flwy 
dri&d  against  tiie  banks  directly  under  tie 
forts,  firing  our  wharves  and  tightmg  tM  ap,M 
obscuring  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Is  *»• 
sequence,  I  turned  the  control  ^  tiiem,  as  vel  al 
the  boats  employed  to  tow  them  into  the  Btnm 
over  to  Captain  Rensfaaw,  the  senior  na^  f^ 
eer  present  I  also  directed  Q^ptains  Kesoci 
and  Grant  to  refjort  to  him  for  oraers,  as  I  f(md 
great  difficulty  in  communicating  with  er  o0d> 
trolling  the  vessels  afloat,  and  directed  Chptrifl 
Stophenson,  with  his  four  boats,  to  otxjptnM 
with  Captain-  Rensbaw  in  every  possible  wy^ 
These  boats  of  the  river  fleet,  it  seemed,  oodd 
not  be  tamed  over  dhectly  to  the  immediiM 
command  of  naval  oflloerB,  owing  to  certsin  oee> 
ditions  imposed  by  the  Xavy  Department 

A9Cftl& 
From  halffMMt  mwea  o'clock  jl  u^  ^  m- 
my's  gvdxwts  ome  round  the  point  ropeated^ 
for  (HMsrvation^  b«t  wece  invaoaUy  umed  to 
retire  by  our  fire.  In  tiie  meantime  he  wis  lo- 
cating tiie  position  of  tiie  mortar-flotilla,  oo» 
posed  of  twenty-one  schooners,  caoh  moDotiif  . 
one  thirteen4nGn  mortar  and  other  guM,  clo^ 
against  the  baidc  on  the  Fort  Jackson  side,  aaa 
behind  the  point  of  woods.  At  iMtf^te 
o'clock  p.  iL,  the  enemy  ran  out  a  |unbaat  aad 
fired  upon  tbe  fort,  under  cover  of  which  t«e 
mortar-beats  were  bcoug^  out  into  tiie  streiA 
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T1m0#  1k)«4»  openod  firo  wp^a  Fort  Jin^mi  at 
five  p.  M.,  whirai  was  tontiniied  Ibr  «n  ^ov  and 
a  iMJf,  tbe  eneonj,  luidar  •!»  fira^rotjrinf  behind 
the  poiDft  of  woo<^ 

One  fire^banpe  Mat  down  BiioowtfqUy  mioat 
the  enemy  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  which  drifted  in 
aniong  h&B  Teaeels  and  waa  fired  npon  by  then, 
oaaailiiig  comidfmMkd  wtrnmnm^  and  peztaffca- 
^km.  I>iuiQg  the  daj  Oayttaaa  ReMmw,  Ke»> 
nan,  Seant,  Stephenaon,  Mid  Ho^mv  pawed  ia 
^Q0i  witti  theii  hoate  beWw  the  laft,  now  ymj 
muoh  diBConnected  and  scattered,  and  exchanged 
a  few  ahota  witil  ^  heatits  gai^KMUa  and  mor- 
lar4>oais. 

Two  store  abovtiye  atteaqvlB  wsae  oMda  ta 
\  down  fiie-ha^e^ea  a§aiaat  tiie  aa^i^  dnnnf 


At  sliie  o'clock  a.  ■.,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
Fart  Ja^son  with  hia  entixa  aiortar^flaet  ef 
tapaiity-oae  Tessels,  aad  wMi  rifled  gunafrora 
Ui  MakMKta.  Fiiteflli  af  them  were  concealed 
belinid  the  point  ef  woodi^  and  the  other  six 
httolad  oat  in  tiie  Btream  at  an  angola  wi^  ^em 
(aae  diagram),  Jnat  at  the  extreme  range  of  oar 
liasHciai  gnns.  Oar  ire  disabled«one  gmiboat 
and  one  mertai^boal  oawfa^  these  in  the 
streaa  to  retire  benind  ttie  ooTer  of  the 
wooda.  Oeneral^  oar  shots  fell  short  for  lade 
of  elvration,  and  ia  caaseqenee  of  the  inferi- 
ority of  onr  powder  compared  to  that  of  the 
anesBy*  Evan  oar  nearest  gim— « tan^neh  sea- 
eoast  mortal^— wonld  not  reach  his  boats  willi 
A»  heaTiest  charges.  The  enemy  ceased  firing 
Mt  aeren  o*cloek  p.  m.,  having  fired  this  day  two 
tboosand  nine  handled  and  ntnetf-saven  mortar 
ahaDa 

The  quarters  in  Iha  bastfona  were  fired  and 
bvnMd  down  eaify  hi  the  day,  as  well  as  the 
qoartera  immediately  without  the  fort  The 
citadel  waa  set  on  firs  and  extinguished  sevaral 
timea  during  Uie  first  part  ef  the  day ;  but  later 
it  became  impossible  to  pat  ont  the  flames,  so 
tbat  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  it  was  one 
basitii!^  mass,  gready  endaagering  the  maga- 
rinea,  which,  at  the  time,  were  reported  to  oe 
OB  fl^  Many  of  tiie  man,  and  moat  of  the  ofiS- 
oa»,  loat  ^eir  bedding  aad  ek>1idng  by  these 
firee,  which  greatiy  adoed  to  the  disocmfbrts  of 
the  opvarflow.  The  mortar  fire  was  aeeurate  aad 
tarrlble.maBy  of  the  sheli  faitag  averyadiere 
within  the  fnrt  and  disahliag  some  of  our  best 
giniB.  I  ^deavered  t»  gat  the  naval  foroes  to 
oari^  down  ftie-bBr|rss  againat  tiie  enemy  so  as 
to  cnaperse  it,  but  they  ware  all  let  go  above  the 
rafty  and  wi&  saoh  a  todc  of  jndgment  that 
tbey  only  bdged  ander  the  ftrts  and  did  not 
reaoh  the  eflemy. 

I6ee  attached  domfflieot  G.) 

None  ef  the  boats  aded  as  a  guard-boat  be- 
Icw  the  raft  at  night,  so  Unst  ia  oenseqnenee  the 
eneiny  sent  up  two  laanches  to  eianrine  the 
olwAoter  of  the  raft  obstmeting  Iha  river.  ■ 

▲piaia 
Tha  Biortii!<Aeet  agaw  opened  at  half^paatslx 


o'olocic  A.  M^  aad  the  fire  was  coastantfy  kept 
op  tbKN^^hoat  the  day«.  Gunboats  constantly 
caaie  above  the  point  duhng  the  day  to  en- 
gagje  it»  fortSj  blit  were  as  constantly  driven 
back  by  our  fire.  Oae  of  them  w«  crippled, 
which  was  towed  behind  the  point  of  woods. 
The  eaamY's  fire  waa  exaeUent,  a  large  portion 
of  his  slfsils  fiaOlag  within  Fort  Jacto>n.  The 
tarreplauiy  paradeipiain,parapet%and  platforms 
were  very  muoh  cot  up,  as  w^  aa  much  dam* 
aga  dene  to  the  casemates  The  magaaines 
were  oonsiderabJy  threatened,  and  one  shell 
nassed  thsoudh  ipAto  the  easegmtea  containing 
fixed  ammuniBon.  One  ten-meh  and  one  eigh& 
inch  oohuabiady  one  thirty-two  and  one  twenty* 
ibur  pounder,  and  one  ten^&oh  siege  mortaTi 
were  disaUed  in  the  mahi  worit  Also  two 
thirty-two-iKmnders  in  the  water  batteiy. 

Bombarament  oootinoed  very  regularly  and 
aecuratelv  all  night  •  Failures  agam  made  in 
sending  down  fire-barges. 

AprU20. 

6ome  ram  in  the  morning.  Bombardment 
constant  throughout  the  day,  with  occasional 
shots  from  the  gunboats  around  the  point. 
Wind  verv  hi^h.  No  fire-barges  sent  down  to 
light  up  tne  nver  or  distract  the  attention  (^ 
the  enemy  at  night  In  consequence,  between 
elev^  and  twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  under  cover  of 
the  heaviest  shelling  during  the  bombardment 
thus  far,  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  came  up 
in  the  darkness  and  attempted  to  cut  th^e  chaina 
of  the  raft  and  drag  off  the  schooners.  A  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  her,  which  caused  her  to 
retire,  but  not  until  she  had  partiaUy  accom- 
plished her  purpose.  The  raft  after  this  could 
not  be  r^gttfded  as  an  obstruction.  The  fire 
continued  uninterruptedly  all  night 

Ftfing  continued  all  day  and  afi  night  without 
interruption.  Several  jpns  disabled.  Disabled 
guns  were  repaired,  as  nir  as  practicMe,  as  often 
as  aecidentB  happened  to  them  or  their  platforms. 
Fort  Jackson  by  this  time  was  in  need  of  exten- 
sive repairs  ahnost  everywhere,  and  it  was  with 
extreme  pleasure  that  we  leaned  of  ^e  arrival, 
daring  the  night,  of  the  hron-olad  steamer  Lou- 
isiana, under  the  cover  of  whose  heavy  guns 
we  expected  to  aiake  the  neoessary  repairs. 

▲pruai 
By  the  diractiw  of  the  Miyor-General  com- 
manding the  department^  every thipg  afloat,  in- 
cluding the  towboats,  and  the  entire  control  of 
the  fire-barges,  was  taraed  over  to  Captain  Joim 
K.  MitehaU,  C  S.  Navy,  oommanding  the  G  S. 
Naval  Forces,  Lofrmt  Mississippi  River.  I  alse 
gaiw  Oaptaia  MitoheU  one  hancbed  and  fifty  of 
our  best  man  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip, 
under  liaatenants  Dixon  and  Qaudy,  and  Cap- 
tain Byan,  to  serve  a  portion  of  the  guns  of  tho 
LonisJaoa,  aad  to  act  as  sharpshooters  on  the 
same  vessaL  In  aa  interview  with  Captain 
MitcbaU,  on  the  morning  of  this  date,  I  learned 
that  the  motive  power  of  the  Loaisiana  was 
not  likely  to  be  completed  within  any  reason- 
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Me  time,  and  that  in  consequence  it  was  not 
witlim  the  range  of  probabilitiee  tiiat  she  coaM 
be  regarded  as  an  a^gressi-^  steamer,  or  that 
she  could  be  bronght  mto  the  pending  action  in 
that  ebaracter.  As  an  Iron-clad,  invnhierable 
floating-battery,  with  sixteen  guns  of  the  heavi- 
est caubre,  however,  she  was  then  as  complete 
as  she  wonki  ever  be.  Fort  Jackson  bad  ah^dj 
nndergone,  and  was  stfll  subjected  to,  a  terribfe 
fire  of  Ihirteen-uich  mortar  ehells,  which  it  was 
necessanr  to  relieve  at  once,  to  prevent  the  dkh 
aUiBg  Of  aS  the  best  guns  at  that  fort  And 
although  Fort  8t  Phiup  partiallv  opened  out 
the  pomt  ef  woods  couching  the  enemj,  and 
mSkimLy  attempted  to  dislodge  him  or  draw  his 
ire,  he  neverth^ess  doggedly  persisted  in  his 
one  main  object,  of  battering  Fort  Jackson. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  comidered  that 
the  Louisiana  could  oidy  be  regarded  as  a  bat- 
tery, and  that  her  best  pdssiUe  position  would 
be  below  the  raft,  dose  in  on  the  Fort  St 
Philip's  shore,  where  her  fire  cotdd  dislodge  the 
mortsr^boats  from  behhid  the  point  of  woods, 
and  give  sufficient  respite  to  Fort  Jaokson  to 
repair  in  eztenso.  .  This  position  (X  on  the 
diagram  herewith  sent)  would  give  us  three 
direct  and  cross-fires  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaches, and  at  the  same  time  insure  the  Lou- 
isiana from  a  direct  assault,  as  she  would  be 
immediately  under  the  guns  of  botSi  forts. 
Accordingly,  I  earnestly  and  stronriy  urged 
these  views  upon  Oaptain  Mitchell,  in  a  letter 
of  this  date  (copy  lost)  but  without  avail,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  reply  attached  as  docu- 
ment D. 

Being  so  deeply  imprressed  myself  with  the 
importemoe  of  tnis  position  for  the  Louisiana, 
and  of  the  necessi^  of  prompt  action,  in  order 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  impending  strue- 

fle,  I  again  urged  tlus  subject  upon  Oaptam 
[itehell  during  the  latter  part  of  the  same  day, 
as  absolute^  mdispensable  and  iap^ative  to 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the  ooatrol 
of  the  lower  Mississippi  Kv  efibrts  were  in- 
effectual to  ^t  him  to  move  the  boat  from  her 
original  position  above  the  Isrts.  His  reply  is 
attached  as  document  E,  in  which  he  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  naval  offioers  present  having 
the  oomnand  <^  vessels.  I  also  addressed  him 
two  other  notes  through  the  day,  the  one  in 
regard  to  sending  fire-biurges  against  the  enemv, 
and  the  other  relative  to  keeping  a  vigilaHt  look- 
out from  aH  his  vessels,  and  adonglS^  oo-oper»- 
tion,  ^ould  the  enemy  attempt  to  pass  during 
the  night    (See  attached  tlocument  F.) 

Bombardment  continued  during  the  day  and 
night,  being  at  times  verv  hmvj.  During  the 
day  our  fire  w^  prinolpalJy  con&ied  to  sh^ins 
the  point  of  ^woots  from  both  forts,  and  with 
apparentiy  good  results,  as  the  mortar4hre  wae 
slackeiied  towards  evening,  l^e  casemates 
were  very  much  eul  up  l^  the  enemy's  fire, 
which  was  increased  at  night  There  was  littte 
or  no  success  in  sending  down  fire4Mirges,  as 
usual,  owing  in  part  to  the  concBtion  of  the  tew- 
boats  Mosher,  Music,  and  BeDe  Algerine,  in 


charge  of  the  same,  ei^kined  by  aUsched  doc- 
ument G.  This  does  not  excuse  the  n^eet, 
however,  as  there  were  six  boats  of  ike  river 
fleet  available  for  this  serviee,  indepeudeot  of 
those  alhided  tO|  and  fire^baiges  wmv  pkntifiL 

IprflSS. 

The  day  brok«  wwm,  dear,  aad  doofflMi. 
No  immecUate  reiM  hmg  khdoed  for  from  Mr 
fleet,  the  entire  command  was  turned  out  to 
repair  damages  imder  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the 


Tke  bombotdmMit  eontEnoed,  wittout  into^ 
mission,  throughout  the  day,  but  dadnned  «ff 
about  twdre  o'clock  ac,  at  ndiidi  hour  flien 
tns  eveory  indicgtioa  of  an  exhaMsiion  on  tbe 
part  of  the  mortar-flotilla.  Henoe  it  bswi 
evident  tiiat  the  tactics  of  the  en^ny  wonld 
neeossMrily  be  ofaaoMd  into  an  attack  irilii 
broadiidea  by  his  larger  vooaols.  hi  cooie- 
q«enoe,  these  views  were  lakl  before  CiplHi 
Mitchell,  and  ha  was  naia  ur^ed  to  pbee  tte 
Louisiaaa  at  the  poiat  befcwe  meatioDed,  bdov 
the  raft  and  near  the  Fort  St  Philip  hank  of 
the  river,  to  meet  the  emeiipenGy.  (Set  it' 
tached  Dooanent  H«)  Oaptua  Mitchell's  n^ 
is  attached  in  doouBwntB  JB,  I,  J,  and  K,  wheraa 
he  positive^  declines  again  to  assume  thsoa^ 
position  which  offerod  us  every  possible  cfasBoe 
of  success,  and  C3a|»taina  Mclntoih,  Huger,nd 
War)y  sustain  Captain  MitchaU  in  his  yitm 
of  the  case.  Just  befoae  muidown,  unte  » 
vary  heavy  mortar^fire,  the  enemy  ssnt  19  ft 
smaJl  boat,  and  a  series  of  white  Am  wm 
idanted  on  the  FortBt  Phil^  bank  of  £e  riTCi; 
commendag  about  three  hundred  and  «gk^ 
yards  above  the  lone  tree  iipon  that  abaa 
This  eonfirmed  my  previous  viawa  of  an  ortf 
sttd  different  attack  from  the  usuat  surtr 
bombardment)  especially  as  I  preanmsd  tlat 
^eae  flags  ^idicated  the  positiona  to  he  tikai 
wp  by  the  several  vessels  in  their  new  haftrf 
opemtion.  As  nothans  was  to  ba  expeotsd  fisa 
the  liouisiana,  alter  the  correspondeooe  dariflt 
the  day,  I  could  anfy  infbnn  Oaptain  Mitokti 
o{  this  new  movenMnt  of  the  enemy  (see  •t' 
tadied  docusoent  L),  and  particularly  infM 
apon  him  the  neceaaity  ci  keephig  the  imt 
well  lit  up  wi^  flre-bsrirea,  to  act  as  an  inpidi- 
meat  to  Ihe  eoeniy,  and  assist  the  wcxnnefd 
oarfireinaaighiattek.  Meatftaant  flhywck, 
a  a  N.,  Oaptain  MiAefaeU's  aid,  gbom  on  skm 
about  aiaa-o'slock  p.  il,  to  iaiana  ma  that  tha 
I#uiBiaaa  would  be  ready  far  aervioe  hy  tha 
next  eveningh— theavening  of  tha  iwoaiy-foar^ 

I  inform^  hha  that  time  was  everything  t» 
na,aad  that  to  iaarn>w  would,  in  aH  probabuitf, 
prove  too  late.  Lieutenant -O^oael  Hoxaa 
warmty  seconded  my  (mnaea,  and  waned  Baa- 
teaaat  Bk^tock  that  the  final  battks  was  iamt 
aent  withm  a  few  haarSi 

In  regard  to  Uf^itinf  the  river,  LieataaaBt 
Shvrook  stated  that  fira^Mfes  wadd  be««gi- 
larly  sent  down  throughout  the  nighty  eraiy 
two  hours,  and  as  none  had  been  sent  up  to 
that  hour  (9JOo'dookF.s.),ba  left,!  '     " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUMEMIV. 


Itl 


me  that  ^Ab  mslter  would  be  attended  to  m 
Boon  as  he  arriTed  on  board. 

To  my  utter  Borprise,  not  one  single  fire- 
barge  was  sent  down  tlie  river,  notwithstaiid- 
ing,  at  any  hour  of  tys  night  It  was  impossil^ 
for  us  to  send  them  down,  as  everythine  afloat 
had  been  tuned  over  to  Osptain  Mitchefi,  by 
order  of  the  M^r-Oeneral  commandhig,  and 
the  Hre^Moges,  and  Ihe  boats  to  tow  liiem  into 
the  stream,  were  ezoliislvelT  nnder  hn  oontroL 
Ln  cons^nenoe  of  this  criomial  neglect,  ^e  river 
remaiziedr  in  oomplete  darkness  tmronghont  the 
entire  nieht  The  bombardment  continned  all 
night,  and  grew  IMois  toward  aunrtting. 

Jkt8^A.]f.,the  kytsrviwils  of  the  enemy 
were  obsenred  to  be  in  motion,  and,  as  we  pre- 
■amed,  to  take  vp  the  positions  hidicated  by 
the  snmll  flags  planted  by  tmn  am  the  previens 
evenhig.  I  fiien  made  my  kst  and  final  appeal 
to  Oaptidn  MitoheU,  a  eopy  of  whioh  is  attaobed 
as  doeimient  M. 

The  Louisiami  was  stOi  in  hsr  oU  positi<m 
above  Fort  8t  Phihp.  suromided  by  her 
teodera,  on  board  of  whkli  was  tiie  mi^eritjr  of 
her  eannoniers  aad  mew,  ami  the  ether  boam  of 
the  fleet  were  geaenHy  at  aaehor  above  her, 
excepting  the  Jadnoa,  Captain  Beasfaaw,  G.  & 
N.,  commuding,  which  had  been  sent  the  day 
before,  at  my  saggestioe,  to  prevent  the  landing 
oi  fofoes  tfaroegfa  the  oaoato  above*  The  Mo- 
Bae  hvy  near  and  above  like  Lonisbiia,  and  the 
steeoHam  Manassas,  with  her  tendeiv  remained 
In  her  omistuit  position  aheve  Fort  laokson, 
both  with  steam  up,  and  ready  for  hnnediaite 
aietion.  The  enemy  evidently  eeiicipated  a 
•farong  demonstr^ien  to  he  iMtde  agamst  him 
with  fire-baigea.  Finding,  npon  his  approaoh, 
however,  tiiat  no  such  demonstration  was  made, 
md  that  Ihe  onlf  resistance  o£fered  to  lus  pas- 
sage was  the  ewpeoM.  fire  of  the  ferte^-^be 
broken  and  scattered  raft  being  then  no  obstacle 
— I  am  aatiafied  tiiat  be  wae  sadden^  inspired. 
lior  tbe  fimt  time,  to  nm  tin  aaoniet  at  all 
hernrds,  altikoi^  not  a  part  of  his  ovigina] 
design.  Be  this  as  it  may,  a  rapid  nuii  was 
made  by  him,  In  colmms  of  twos  in  eohekm, 
•o  as  not  to  interfere  with  eaoh  ether's  broach- 
The  mortaHire  was  ferioesly  increased 
on  Fort  Jackson,  and  in  dashing  by,  eacdi 

'  tiie  vessels  delivered  baoadside  after  broad* 
Bide  of  shot,  sheH,  grape^oaaislar,  and  spberioal 


vpon 
^tb 


ease,  to  drive  the  men  from  ear  gana. 

Both  the  etteetsaDdmaaetoodim  maafollr 
mider  this  cattiMr  and  UuM  hi^  «*!  the 


batteries  of  both  f^ts  werc  in-on^my 
at  their  longest  lai^  with  ^lot^  shell,  bsi  sikot» 
and  a  Htde  papa,  lod  meat  gallaiiily  and  rapidly 
foiqphl,  vokiSL  the  eaan^  saeoeedsd  in  getting 
above  and  beyond  om  tangeb 

The  absenee  of  hght  oa  the  rivis,  together 
wUh  tfia  smoke  of  the  gnns,  made  the  obsoarity 
BO  dense  thatscaiealora  vessel  was  visible,  aad 
in  conaeqaenee,  the  gaanen  were  obligel  to 
nwem  AfUK  iriag  enMrety  1^  the  flattes  of 
2ie  enemy's  gone.    I  am  faiy  satiaied  tiiat  the 


easaay's  dash  was  eneoessfal,  maiai^  ovdng  to 
the  e9ver  of  darkness,  aa  a  £ri|;ate  and  several 
gmiboats '^^eie  ioroed  to  retire  as  day  was 
breaking.  I^milar  reenHs  had  attended  every 
prevtons  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  pass  or 
to  leoonnoitre,  when  we  had  safficient  fight  to 
&re  with  aooaraey  and  eifeci  The  paseage  waa 
of  short  dondion,  having  been  aooomplished 
between  three  and  a  half  a.  m.,  and  daylight^ 
ander  every  rapid  aad  heavy  pressnreof  steam. 
Of  the  past  taken  in  this  action  bv  the  Loaisi- 
ana,  Manassas,  and  tiie  other  vessek  composmg 
the  eo-operating  xuKval  forces,  leaanot  speas 
wi&k  any  degree  of  certainty,  eaoeoting  Ihat  &e 
LottiBiana  is  reported  to  have  firea  but  twelve 
shots  dnrinff  the  engagement  But  to  the  he- 
roie  and  gaUant  manner  in  whidi  Captain  Huger 
handled  wad  fou^^t  the  McRae,  we  can  all  bear 
evidenoe.  The  Defianoe,  Oantain  MoCby  conn 
mending,  was  the  only  vessel  saved  out  <tf  the 
river  fleet 

Shortlv  after  daylight  the  Manassa  waa  ob- 
aerved  drifting  down  bv  the  forts,  ib^  had 
been  abandoned  and  fired,  and  was  evidently  in 
a  sinking  condition. 

'Hie  McBae  was  eenaidefahly  cat  up  in  this 
action  by  shot  and  grape. 

The  HeaoKite  waa  run  on  shore  about  a  mile 
above  the  forts,  where  riie  hoisted  a  white  flag, 
bat  by  tfie  prompt  aotion  of  the  M<^ae,  she  was 
prevented  from  UOixm  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  She  waa  subsequently  wrecked  and 
burned.  The  Warrior  was  run  ashore  and  fired 
on  the  point  just  above  Fort  St  I%ilip. 

Nothing  was  known  by  us  of  the  movemanta 
of  the  Stonewall  Jackson,  the  Governor  Moore, 
or  the  General  Qmtman.  The  steamers  Mosher, 
Musio.  and  Bell  Algerine,  in  charge  of  tiie  fire- 
barges,  were  all  destroyed.  Bo  was  also  the  Star. 
The  heroic  courage  displayed  by  the  offioeia  and 
men  at  both  forts  was  deserving  of  a  better  euo- 
cess,  espeoialhr  after  the  fortitude  which  ih^ 
constantly  exhibited  through  the  loi^  tedium 
oi  a  protracted  bombardment,  misurpassed  for 
ite  terrible  acoaraey,  ccHtstanoy,  and  funr. 

Thirteen  of  Ihe  eaemy's  vessels,  out  of  twenty- 
three,  aaaceeded  in  gettina  by,  viz.  t  the  Hart- 
ford, Peasacola^  Ridmiona,  Brooklyn,  Missis- 
sippi, Chieida,  hroquoia,  Oayoga,  Wistthiokon^ 
Soiela,  Kineo,  Katahdin,  and  Finola.  In  addi- 
tion to  ihe  forgoing,  and  to  Yaruna,  and  such 
otiier  vessels  as  a«re  sunk,  there  were  six  ipn- 
boats  and  ane  frigate  enm^ed  ia  this  acti(Mi« 
besides  ttie  mortar^otilla.  Heavy  ehaina  were 
flaked  along  tiie  sides  of  the  most  of  these  ves- 
sels as  an  iron-proof  protection.  The  extent  of 
the  damage  wmch  was  done  to  Ae  enemy  we 
have  no  means  of  aneartafning.  The  vessels 
whi^  passed  aU  caaae  to  an  ai^or  at  or  bebw 
faarantina,  six  miles  above  the  forts,  where 
tnay  remained  until  aboat  ten  o'clock  ▲.  a.,  when 
ttiey  all  passed  slowly  up  the  river,  with  the 
azesptioa  of  two  ganboats  leftat  liiequanntini^ 
aaagaard. 

flborliy  after  the  ieet  above  got  under  wei^,  a 
ganboat  firom  below  made  her  appearance  with  a 
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flftg^  of  tnio0,aiul  Yttbtify  dinand^d  lite  &m- 
render  of  the  forts,  in  the  name  of  CoamandMr 
D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Nayy,  oommndiD^  Ihe  morter- 
flotilk,  nnder  the  penalty  of  reopening  the  bomr 
bardment)  which  had  ceased  niortly  after  the 
pawage,  in  case  of  vefvsaL  The  demand  was 
n|ected,and  the  bombardment  was  reooeaad 
about  twelve  o'doek  x.  It  continQed  nntu  near 
sundown,  when  it  ceased  akogethar.  The  estfce 
BMrtei^Aeet,  and  all  the  olfaer  yessels  ezeepiin* 
six  gnmboats,  then  got  nnder  wei^  and  paned 
down  the  river  and  out  of  sights  under  f  nil  steam 
and  saiL  A  vij^ilant  lookont  was  kept  up  above 
and  below  dnnng  the  night,  bnt  all  remained 
qniet  So  lon^  as  the  mcvtar^eet  remained 
bek>w,  the  position  wlwreinthe  Loniaiana  oonld 
render  the  greatest  assistance  to  tilie  forts  was 
the  one  below  Fort  St  PhiMp  hereinbefore  meii- 
tioned,  where  tiie  fire^  finom  hw  batteries  could 
diriodge  the  enemy  from  behind  the  point  of 
woods. 

Ailsr  the  mortar-fleet  had  leffc,  however,  and 
when  tke  enemj  had  got  in  force  above  the  fdurts, 
tibe  qnestioawas  materiafly  chatwed,  im  coose- 
qnenoe  of  die  fact  that  all  of  onr  heavy  gnns  at 
both  forts  had  been  moonted  to  bear  upon  the 
lower  approaches,  and  not  on  those  above. 

The  most  efifoeftive  positioB  which  the  Lovisi- 
ana  oonld  ^en  take  as  a  batterv,  was  in  the 
iMght  above  Fort  Jackson,  where  her  gnns  coold 
inrotect  dnr  rear,  and  sweep  Hie  long  readi  of 
river  above,  towards  tiie  qnarantme.  Tfais 
wonld  still  insure  her  safety,  as  she  would  be 
under  the  guns  of  both  forts.  This  is  evident 
by  a  reference  to  the  potnt  (XX)  on  iht  dia- 
gram. 

In  several  personal  interviews,  and  by  cor- 
respondence with  Otptain  MitcheH  on  this  date 
(see  attached  documents  N,  0,  P,  Q,  and  R),  I 
requested  him,  during  the  momiag  of  the  twenty- 
fomfth,  while  the  mortar-fleet  was  below,  to 
'  {dace  the  Louisiana  below  the  raft  and  dklodge 
it ;  and  later  in  the  di^,  when  the  mortar-fire 
was  nearly  exhausted,  to  plaee  her  in  the  posi- 
tion (XX),  above  Fort  Ja^son,  to  assist  in  re- 
pelling an  attadc  from  the  vessels  above. 

During  tiie  day  she  was  in  an  unftt  oonditton 
to  assume  ei^er  position,  for  the  reasons  given 
hj  Oaptain  Mitchell  in  his  letters  to  me.  T%d 
intoxicated  volunteers  refeired  to  were  neae  of 
my  m^  nor  did  they  get  their  ttcnior  at  the 
forts,  as  there  was  none  on  hand  tbere  dunng 
tite  bombardment^  excepting  the  somll  suppMes 
of  hospital  stores  m  the  medical  department. 

Aiirtt2». 

No  atteck  attempted  durinc  the  dMr  by  tibe 
enemy,  either  from  above' or  below,  llie  gun- 
boats from  the  quarantine  sad  frem  the  point  of 
woods  below  occasioDally  showied  themselves 
for  observalion,  but  without  firftig.  Duxviff  the 
day  all  the  principal  guns  that  would  adnut  of 
it  at  bath  forts  were  pfepaored  ait  once  so  as  to 
traverse  in  a  full  circle,  and  bear  above  er  hokm 
as  necessity  might  reqwe.  Some  of  the  twenty- 
four  pounder  barbette  guns  at  Fort  Jadcson 


also  replaoed  by  guBs  of  heavier  calibre,  to  bear 
on  the  river  above. 

Permission  was  granted  by  the  enemy  to  ih& 
Ckmlederate  States  Steammr  McRae  to  proceed 
to  New  Orleans,  under  a  flee  of  truce,  with  the 
wounded.  Availing  ourselves  of  the  ofEer  <tf 
Captun  Mitchell,  the  ssriouaily  womided  of  both 
forts  were  sent  on  board  oi  her.  As  it  was  late 
when  the  wounded  were  all  gotten  on  boaid, 
the  MoRae  did  not  get  off  untu  the  next  mofn* 
ing.  Still  failed  during  the  day  in  gettiQg  0»- 
.  tain  Miteheti  to  place  w  Ijouisiana  in  tiie  bipt 
above  Fort  JaGl»(m«  where  she  could  act  asamst 
the  enemy  fr  ma  abo  ve^  One  of  Ibe  raft  sdioo&> 
ers  was  burned  durii^  the  night  to  light  the 
aver,  and  al  nMnsiascrqiaaSi. 

A  gunbeal  with  a  white  flic  dropped  dova 
ftrem  te  quarantine  to  esoort  tihe  MoBaeonhei 
mission.  The  Mcfiae  did  net  again  return  to 
the  forti.  Four  of  the  mmnp^B  steamers  ««ie 
in  sight  at  the  quarantine  at  oawm.  A  gmiboit 
oecaaionaiy  mofwed  hersdf  below  to  reooa- 
noitre.  In  the  direction  <^Btfd  lalaad,  and  baik 
of  the  sak  worka,  a  Isige  steam  ii^sate  and  m 
ordinary  river  steaiaer  apf^ased  in  aigfal^tfae 
latter  working  her  way  up  the  bagr  behmd  Fort 
8t  PhiiiB,  anpareBtly  towards  the  quanatiae. 
Dnljnflr  uU  di^  Gaptodn  Mildiell  canmramoated 
with  tab  enemy  above,  uader  a  flag;  of  truoe,«id 
learned  that  the  cilgr  Imd  surrendered,  and  int 
the  Oonfedsrate  States  steam  ram  Missiswppi 
had  been  bumed  by  our  authorities.  The  wreck 
of  the  floating  dock  or  battMcy  drifted  by  the 
forts  about  li^  o'otock  r.  m. 

The  Loukiana  was  not  placed  in  the  positMa 
required  of  lier  during  the  day,  Captain  ifikhel 
promiaing  to  put  her  tiiere  the  next  day,  the 
twenty  sevoath.  Another  laitschooner  boned 
for  light,  and  all  quiet  during  the  night  No 
shots  exchanged  during  the  da^. 

At  dajU^t,  the  steamer  which  had  beaa  ob- 
served the  day  before  wockinsr  her  wa^  up  Ihe 
ba<^  bays,  was  in  view,  immediately  in  tin  ntf 
ef  Fort  Bt  Plnlip,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Fort  Bayou.  A  frigate  and  five  oflber  veaieii 
were  also  m  sight  towards  BM  laland,  one  d 
whieh  was  seen  workiag  her  way  up  the  hij* 
Freaa  tea  te  thirteen  lanndies  were  visible  neir 
tha  boat,  back  of  Fost  St  PhiHp,  by  BMans  of 
whiehtroops  were  being  koded  at  the  quanntiM 
above  us.  .  JLbout  iwdve  o'cfoak  v.,  one  ef  the 
ibeati from belew made  herif^petf^ 
fer  aflag  of  tnoe.  bearing  a  wnttea 
for  themuieBder  of  tha  forte,  s^ned  1^ 
Oommaader  David  D.  Porter,  U.&N.,coBimnd* 
ing  mortar-flotilkL  ^  attached  dooumaatfi^ 
The  fortereliBasd  to  surrsadbc  (See  atfaohed 
document  T.)  About  fotm  o'dock  k  il,  tbe 
Frenoh  maMf-war  Milan,  Oaptain  Cleaet  cen- 
maadiag,  passed  mp  to  the  city,  aim  asking  and 
obtaiaing  peniasioo  to  do  so.  TheposftiaBof 
the  Loumiaaa  still  reaMdned  upohanged. 

So  for,  tlmqi^oat  the  sntive  bonberdBBt 
and  final  action,  the  tfidi  of  the  troops  wm 
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oheerfdl,  oonfid^it,  and  ooongeoiu.  They  were 
mostly  foreign  enHstments,  without  any  great 
interests  at  stake  in  the  ultimate  sQccess  of  the 
revolution.  A  reaction  set  in  among  them  dur- 
ing the  lull  of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
and  twenty-seventh,  when  there  was  no  other 
excitement  to  arouse  tliem  than  the  fiitigue  duly 
of  repairing  our  damages,  and  when  the  rumor 
wfys  current  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No  reply  had 
been  received  from  the  city  to  my  despatches. 
sent  by  couriers,  on  the  twenty-fourth  and 
tw^enty-fifth,  hy  means  of  which  I  could  reassure 
them.  They  were  still  obedient,  but  not  buoyant 
»od  cheerful.  In  consequence,  I  endeavored  to 
revive  their  courage  and  patriotism,  by  publish- 
ing  an  order  to  both  garrisons,  attached  hereto 
as  document  U.  I  reeret  to  state  that  it  did  not 
produce  the  desired  effect  Everything  re- 
mained quiet,  however,  until  midnight,  when 
tbe  garrison  at  Fort  Jackson  revolted  en  masse, 
seised  upon  the  guard  and  posterns,  reversed 
the  field-pieces  commanding  tne  gates,  and  com- 
menced to  spike  the  guns,  while  many  of  ,tiie 
men  were  leaving  the  fort  in  the  meantime, 
under  arms.  All  this  occurred  as  sudd^y  as 
it  -wsB  unexpected. 

The  men  were  mostly  drawn  up  under  arms, 
and  positively  refused  to  fight  any  longer,  Se- 
ndee endeavoring  by  force  to  bring  over  the  Bt 
Mary's  cannoniers,  and  such  other  few  men  as 
remained  true  to  their  cause  and  country.  The 
mutineers  stated  that  the  officers  intended  to 
hold  out  as  long  as  possible,  or  while  the  pro- 
visions lasted,  and  tben  blow  up  the  forts  and 
everything  in  them ;  that  the  city  had  surren- 
dered, and  that  there  was  no  farther  use  in 
fighting ;  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  attack 
by  land  and  water,  on  mree  sides  at  once,  and 
that  a  longer  defence  would  only  prove  a 
butchery.  Every  endeavor  was  made  by  the 
officers  to  repress  the  revolt,  and  to  bring  the 
men  to  reason  and  order,  but  without  avail 
Officers  upon  the  ramparts  were  fired  upon  by 
the  mutineers,  in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  spiking  of  the  guns. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Father 
Nachon  for  his  efforts  to  quell  the  mutineers, 
throngh  some  of  whom  he  learned  that  the  revolt 
had  been  discussed  among  them  for  two  days, 
and  yet  there  was  no  one  man  true  enough  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  his  officers.  8iguds 
also  were  said  to  have  been  passed  between  the 
forts  during  the  n%ht,  and  while  the  mutiny 
-wsiB  at  its  height  Being  so  general  among  the 
men,  the  officers  were  helpless  and  powerless  to 
act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  was  but  one 
course  left,  viz. :  to  let  those  men  go  who  wished 
to  leave  the  fort,  in  order  to  see  the  number  left, 
and  to  ascertain  what  reliance  could  be  placea 
upon  them.  About  one-half  of  the  garrison  left 
immediately,  including  men  from  every  company, 
excepting  the  Bi  Mary's  cannoniers,  volunteers 
and  regulars,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, and  among  them  many  of  the  very  men  who 
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had  stood  last  and  best  to  their  guns  throughout 
the  protracted  bombardment  and  the  final  action 
when  the  enemy  passed.  It  was  soon  evident 
that  there  ^vas  no  fight  in  the  men  remainiue 
behind,  that  they  were  completely  demoralized, 
and  Ihat  no  faith  or  reliance  could  be  placed  in 
the  brdcen  detachments  of  companies  left  in  the 
fort 

In  the  mean  time  we  were  totally  ignorant  of 
the  condition  of  afibirs  in  Fort  8t  Philip,  and  as  all 
of  our  small  boats  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
mutineers,  we  could  not  communicate  with  that 
fort  liU  the  next  momine.  As  the  next  attack 
upon  the  forts  was  likely  to  be  a  combined 
operation  by  land  and  water,  and  as  Fort  St 
Philip  was  the  point  most  threatened,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  around  it,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  work  itself,  with  narrow  and 
shallow  ditches,  and  but  httle  relief  to  the  main 
work,  it  was  self-evident  that  no  reduction 
could  be  made  in  its  garrison  to  strengthen  that 
of  Fort  Jackson,  even  if  all  the  men  there  re- 
mained true.  In  fact,  two  additional  regiments 
had  been  asked  for  at  quarantine,  in  anticipation 
of  such  an  attack,  to  act  as  a  reserve  to  strength- 
en the  garrisons  of  both  forts.  With  the  enemy 
above  and  below  us,  it  will  be  anparent  at  once, 
to  any  one  at  all  foiniliar  with  toe  surrounding 
country,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  destroyinff 
the  public  property,  blowing  up  the  forts,  and 
escaping  with  the  remaining  troops.  Under  all 
these  humiliating  circums^nces,  there  seemed 
to  be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  viz. :  to  await 
the  approach  of  daylight,  communicate  then 
with  the  gunboats  of  ^e  mortar  flotilla  below, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  negotiate  for  a  surren- 
der under  Ihe  terms  offered  us  bv  Commander 
Porter,  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  which  had  pre- 
viously been  declined. 

J^rU  28. 

A  small  boat  was  procured,  and  Lieutenant 
Morse,  Post-Adjutant,  sent  over  to  convey  the 
condition  of  affairs  to  Fort  8t  Philip,  as  well  as 
to  Captain  Mitchell,  on  the  Louisiana.  Captain 
Mitchell  and  Lieutenant  Shvrock,  C.  8.  N.,  came 
on  shore  and  discussed  the  whole  question ; 
after  which  Ihey  left,  remarking  that  they  would 
go  on  boardfand  endeavour  to  attack  the  enemy 
above  at  the  quarantine,  notwithstanding  that 
reasons  had  been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for 
not  moving  this  vessel  into  her  proper  position, 
only  a  few  hundred  ^ds  distant  Captains 
Squires  and  Bond,  Lomsiana  artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon,  commanding  the  company  of  C.  S. 
regular  recniits,  came  on  shore  shortiy  after- 
wards from  Fort  St  Philip,  and  concurred  with 
us  that,  under  Ihe  circumstances,  we  could  do 
nothing  else  than  surrender,  as  they  were  not  at 
all  confident  of  the  garrison  there,  after  the  un- 
looked^or  revolt  at  Fort  Jackson,  although  none 
of  their  men  had  left,  or  openly  revolted. 

For  these  reasons,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
down  to  communicate  wim  the  enemy  below, 
and  to  carry  a  written  offer  of  surrender  under 
the  terms  offered  on  the  26th  instant  (See  at- 
tached   Document   Y.)     This    communicatioo 
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brought  up  the  Harriet  Lane  and  three  other 
ganlK>atB  opposite  the  fort,  with  white  flags  at 
the  fore,  white  flags  being  displayed  from  the 
yards  of  the  flag-masts  at  both  forts,  while  the 
Confederate  flags  waved  at  the  mast-heads. 
While  negotiations  were  pending  on  the  Harriet 
Lane,  it  was  reported  that  the  steamei  Louisi- 
ana, with  her  guns  protruding,  and  on  fire,  was 
drifting  down  the  river  towards  the  fleet  As 
the  wreck,  in  descending,  kept  close  into  the 
Fort  St  Philip  shore,  the  chances  were  taken  by 
the  enemy  without  dianging  the  position  of  his 
boats. 

The  gtms  of  the  Louisiana  were  discharged 
at  random  as  she  floated  down,  and  the  boat 
finally  blew  up  near  Fort  St  Philip,  scattering 
its  fiB^ents  everywhere  within  and  around  the 
fort,  killing  one  of  our  men  and  wounding  three 
or  four  others. 

Captain  Mcintosh,  C.  S.  N.,  who  had  been 
severely  wounded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
on  the  night  of  the  enemy's  passage,  and 
who  was  then  lying  in  a  tent  at  that  fort,  was 
nearly  killed  also.  As  far  as  I  could  learn,  how- 
ever, the  Louisiana  was  fired  prior  to  the  time 
that  the  enemy's  boats,  with  white  flags,  came 
to  an  anchor  abreast  of  the  forts  to  negotiate. 
She  was  fired  in  her  first  and  original  position, 
without  any  change  of  any  kind  since  her  arrival 
at  the  forts. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  are  attached  hereto 
as  Document  W,  in  addition  to  which  Command- 
er Porter  verbally  agreed  not  to  haul  down  the 
Confederate  flag  or  hoist  the  Federal,  until  the 
officers  should  get  away  from  the  forts. 

The  officers  of  Fort  Jackson  and  the  St  Mary's 
cannoniers  left  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the 
city,  on  board  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  in  New  Orleans.  The  officers  of  Fort  St 
Philip  were  sent  up  the  next  day,  and  all  the  men 
subsequentiy,  within  a  few  days,  as  transportar 
tion  could  be  furnished,  excepting  the  men  who 
revolted  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-eeventh, 
many  of  whom  enUsted  with  the  enemy.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  the  city  I  found  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels were  lying  off  the  town,  and  that  no  flag,  ex- 
cepting that  of  the  State  of  Louiaana,  on  the 
City  mil,  was  visible  upon  the  diore.  I  also 
learned  that  Flag-officer  Farragut  had  directed  it 
to  be  hauled  down  and  the  United  States  fls^ 
hoisted  in  its  stead,  upon  the  penalty  of  shell- 
ing the  city  within  forty-eight  hours  if  the  de- 
mand was  not  complied  with,  and  that  he  had 
warned  the  city  authorities  to  remove  the  wo- 
men and  children  within  the  time  specified. 

I  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  at  once 
upon  the  Mayor  at  the  City  Hall,  and  inform 
him  of  the  fate  of  the  forts  below,  which  I  did 
accordingly.  Leamine  there,  from  one  of  his 
aids,  that  the  Major-4jreneral  commanding  the 
department  was  stall  in  the  city,  I  called  upon 
him  in  person,  and  verbally  reported  the  main 
incidents  of  the  bombardment,  the  passage  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  forts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  re- 


port of  LieutenantOobnel  £.  EKs^nt,  Twenfy- 
second  reg^iment  Louisiana  volmiteers,  com- 
mandine  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  and  those 
of  the  different  company  and  battery  command- 
ers, together  with  the  Surgeon's  reports  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  The  report  of  Colonel 
Sysmauski,  commanding  the  Chidmette  regime&t 
at  quarantine,  has  not  been  received  by  me, 
80  that  I  am  unable  to  report  upon  his  opera- 
tions. 

I  follv  endorse  the  just  praise  bestowed  in 
the  endfosed  reports  upon  the  offioersatbotb 
forts,  and  warmlv  return  them  my  tfaanka 
They  all  distinguished  themselves  by  cool  oodr- 
age,  skill,  and  patriotism  throughout  &e  entire 
bombardment,  and  by  the  patient  fortitude  wHk 
which  they  bore  the  several  tzTing  ordeak  d 
water,  fire,  and  the  energetic  fury  of  the  eoe' 
my's  protracted  and  continuous  fire. 

I  must  also  bear  testimony  to  the  cheerfid 
courage  and  prompt  and  willing  obedience  wifli 
which  the  men  performed  their  duties  through- 
out tiie  bombardment,  and  up  to  the  sad  ni^ 
when  they  took  the  rash  and  disgraceful  step  d 
rising  against  their  officers,  breaking  throa^ 
all  discipline,  and  leading  to  such  disastrous  and 
fatal  consequences.  I  can  charitably  accooot 
for  it  only  on  tiie  grounds  of  great  reaction  after 
tHb  intense  physi^  strain  of  many  wearr  daya 
and  nights  of  terrible  fire,  during  which  ther 
were  necessarily  subiectea  to  every  priyatiuD 
from  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  bat 
which  tiiey  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  share 
and  sustain  with  their  officers,  all  of  wh(Hn  were 
subjected  to  the  same  hardships  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

To  Lieutenant^llolonel  Higgina,  commanding 
the  forts,  my  thanks  are  especially  due,  for  ha 
indefiitigable  labors  in  preparing  his  bea?y  ba^ 
teries,  preparatory  to  tiie  attack,  almost  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  quiet,  skilfal, 
and  judicious  manner  in  which  he  caused  tfaca 
to  be  fought  He  was  present  everywhere,  aad 
did  his  whole  duty  well  and  thoroughly.  Oikp- 
tain  M.  T.  Squires,  Louisiana  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  St 
PhiUp,  under  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  ^- 
gins,  commanding,  folly  sustained  evory  antici- 
pation entertained  of  his  gallantry,  skill,  and 
efficiency. 

During  the  first  day's  bombardment^  wbKi 
Captain  Anderson  was  wounded,  mj  Aid»^ 
Camp,  Lieutenant  William  M.  Bridges,  Looisitfa 
artillery,  volunteered  to  command  the  t6n4Bdk 
columbiads  on  the  main  work,  and  I  retom  bis 
my  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  fought  them  during  the  rest  of  lb« 
action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  making  personal  men- 
tion of  my  volunteer  aides,  Captain  WiUiam  T. 
Sevmour  and  Captain  Y.  R.  Smith,  for  the  valu- 
able assistance  which  they  rendered  me  at 
all  times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Doctt^t 
Bradbury  and  Foster,  who  volunteered  their 
services  to  assist  Assistant  Surgeons  L.Biirk 
and  C.  D.  Lewis,  at  Forts  Jackaon  and  St  Philip 
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respectively,  and  moet  efficiently  did  ^ey  aid 
in  this  department  Doctor  Bradbnry  remained 
at  Fort  Jackson  nntil  its  &]!,  and  was  paroled. 
Doctor  Foster,  at  my  reqnest,  accompanied  ^e 
wounded  soldiers  to  the  city  on  Ihe  Confederate 
steamer  MoRae. 

Messrs.  Fnlda,  Stickney,  and  Sergeant  Y.  R. 
Poindezter,  Fourth  Mississippi  volunteers,  tele- 
gr^hic  operators,  rendered  the  most  valuable 
services  in  keeping  open  our  communication 
above  and  below,  under  the  mostdaneerous  and 
difficult  circumstances.  Although  we  have  fiedled 
in  our  mission  of  keeping  the  enemy's  fleet  from 
passing  the  forts,  and  Imve  been  subjected  to 
the  deep  humiliation  of  surrendering  the  charge 
intrusted  to  our  keeping  to  the  enemies  of  our 
country,  I  must  nevertheless  state,  in  common 
justice  to  myself  and  those  under  my  command, 
tiiat  to  the  very  best  of  our  ability,  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal,  our  whole  duty  was  per- 
formed faithfully,  honestly,  and  fearlessly.  If 
all  had  to  be  gone  through  with  again,  under 
similar  events  and  circumstances,  I  know  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  the  same  results  and 
consequences. 

Great  as  the  disaster  is,  it  is  but  the  sheer 
result  of  that  lack  of  cheerful  and  hearty  co- 
operation from  the  defences  afloat,  which  we 
had  every  right  to  expect,  and  to  the  criminal 
negligence  of  not  lighting  up  the  river  at  night, 
when  tbo  danger  was  imminent,  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  absolutely  known,  almost  to 
the  hour  of  the  final  attack.  Except  for  the 
cover  afforded  by  the  obscurity  of  the  darkness, 
I  shall  always  remain  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
would  never  have  succeeded  in  passing  Forts 
Jackson  and  St  Philip. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNOAM, 
Brlgadter-OenerAl,  late  eommuiding  Oowl  DelMioes. 

Nbw  ORLBAm,  La.,  Maj  18,  1M2. 

Myor  J,  O.  Pickett^  AssisUmt  Adjutant-General, 
Department  Ko.  1,  Camp  Moore,  La* : 
Major  :  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  report,  I 
wish  to  add,  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  parol- 
ed enlisted  men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
PhiUp  in  this  city,  I  endeavored,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  to  see  that  they  were  properly  cared 
for,  until  such  time  as  they  could  be  sent  out  of 
town.  As  far  as  it  could  be  done,  they  were 
paid  in  part  for  the  time  due,  and  arrangements 
were  also  made  through  the  City  Safety  Com- 
mittee to  have  them  boarded  and  lodged  tem- 
porarily, all  with  the  view  of  preventrnff  them 
from  going  over  to  the  enemy  through  distress 
and  starvation.  In  this  I  was  very  much 
agisted  by  Captain  M.  T.  Sc|uires,  and  First 
Lieutenant  L.  B.  Taylor,  Louisiana  regiment  of 
artillery.  Notwithstanding  that  they  were  thus 
amply  provided  for,  scores  of  them  have  been 
daily  going  oVer  to  the  enemy  and  enlisting 
since,  untifnow  there  are  but  a  verv  few  left 
from  either  fort  not  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 
Although  I  really  did  think,  at  the  time  of  the 


surrender,  that  some  few  of  the  men  were  loyal, 
the  (acts  which  have  since  come  to  light  have 
perfectly  satisfied  me  that  nearlpr  every  man  in 
both  forts  was  thoroughly  imphcated  and  con- 
cerned in  the  revolt  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  with  the  exception  of  the 
company  of  ot  Mary's  cannoniers,  composed 
mostly  of  planters. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigftdler-G«nend,  late  oonunandlng  Coast  Defeocti. 

(Doot'Min  A.) 
Fosn  Jackbon  akd  8r.  Pmup,  La.  ,  April  0, 1802. 
(ktptain  Stephmeon,  oammanding  River  Fleet, 
present: 
Captain  :  Keep  your  boats  in  constant  readi- 
ness at  all  times  for  the  enemy's  approadi. 
Should  he  attack,  all  vour  fleet  must  be  kept 
above  the  raft,  and  sucn  of  your  boats  as  have 
stem  guns  should  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  above  the  raft,  and  without  the  field  of 
our  fire,  and  use  these  guns  against  the  enemy. 
Should  any  boat  of  the  enem^'  by  any  means 
get  above  the  raft  you  must  instantly  ram  it 
with  determination  and  vigor,  at  all  risks  and  at 
every  sacrifice.  All  signal  mast-head  lights 
should  be  kept  extinguished  at  night,  or  never 
hoisted,  Trusting  to  your  known  energy,  and 
to  the  great  expectations  anticipated  of  the 
river  fleet  by  your  friends,  I  have  every  confi- 
dence that  your  whole  du^  will  be  thoroughly 
performed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Yotnr  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier-General. 
(B.) 

HBAoquAKms  Fokxs  Jxaam  akd  9r.  Pbiuf,  ) 
April  Q,  1M2.        J 

Captain  Jno.  A.  Stephenson,  oammanding  River 
Fleet,  present : 
Captain  :-  Keep  one  of  your  boats  constantly 
below,  night  and  day,  opposite  the  wooded 
point,  where  you  can  watcn  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Sicnd  us  his  approach,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  seen  coming  up,  and  give  me 
a  copy  of  the  signals  for  our  government  at  the 
)orts. 

I  wish  you  to  take  the  entire  control  of  the 
fire-rafts,  and  you  will  be  assisted  therein  by  the 
steamers  Star,  Algerine,  and  such  other  boats  as 
I  can  procure  from  the  city  for  the  purpose. 

Your  own  knowledge  of  the  river  and  the 
currents  will  enable  jou  to  set  them  adrift  at 
such  time  as  your  judgment  warrants. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier*Oeiieral,  commanding  Ooaai  IKfences. 

(C) 

Jackson,  April  18, 18C2. 

Colonel  Biggins : 

Dkab  Sir  :  Yours  just  received.  The  fire- 
barge  was  sent  down,  as  I  supposed,  by  your 
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order.  CaptoiD  Grant  accompanied  me  to  select 
a  proper  place  to  let  her  go.  She  was  fired  hy 
my  order,  but  was  not  aware  that  she  was  too 
close  to  the  fort,  but  the  eddy  current,  after  firing, 
probably  brought  her  into  too  dose  proximity 
to  the  fort  I  regret  the  afiEur  was  an  abor- 
tion. 

RespectCnUy, 

T.  B.  Rbnshaw, 

0.  a  N. 

(D.) 

G.  8.  SniMB  Lououxa,  ofP  Fort  Jackbov,  ) 
April  22, 1802.        J 

OeTiercd  J.    K.    Duncan^   commanding    Coast 
IkfcTioes,  Fort  Jackson : 

GsNERAL :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yoiurs  of  this  date,  asking  me  to 
place  the  Lonisiana  in  position  below  uie  raft 
this  evening  if  possible. 

This  vessel  was  hurried  away  from  New  Or- 
leans before  the  steam  power  and  batteries  were 
readv  for  service. 

Without  a  crew,  and  in  many  respects  very 
incomnlete,  and  this  condition  of  things  is  but 
partially  remedied  now,  she  is  not  yet  prepared 
to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy ;  but,  shomd  ne  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  forts  we  will  do  idl  we  canto 
prevent  it,  and  it  was  for  ^is  purpose  only  that 
she  was  placed  in  position  where  necessity  might 
force  her  into  action,  inadequately  prepared  as 
she  is  at  this  moment 

We  have  now  at  work,  on  board,  about  fifty 
mechanics,  as  well  as  her  own  crew,  and  those 
from  other  vessels,  doing  work  essential  to  tlie 
preparation  of  the  vessel  for  battie.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would,  in  my  estimation,  be 
hazarding  too  much  to  place  her  under  the  fire 
of  the  enem^. 

Every  effort  is  beine  made  to  prepare  her 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Jackson — ^the  conoition  of 
which  is  fully  felt  by  me ;  and  the  very  moment 
I  can  venture  to  face  our  enemy  with  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  success,  be  assured,  Greneral,  I 
will  do  it,  and  trust  that  the  result  will  show 
you  that  I  am  now  pursuing  the  right  course. 
I  am,  venr  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  K.  MrrcHELL, 
Oommandtng  C  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  MisB. 

P.  /81— The  Jackson,  with  launch  No.  3,  will 
go  up  to  the  quarantine  this  afternoon,  to  watch 
the  enemy,  as  suggested  in  your  note  this  morn- 
ing. 

Respectfully,  etc, 

J.  ELM. 

(E) 

CL  &  SniMB  LouBuxAjSiAR  Ton  Jaobk»l  > 
AprU  28, 1862.         J 

General  J.  JT.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast 
D^enceSj  Fort  Jackson : 
General  :  On  the  receipt,  last  night,  of  your 
second  commuixication  of  yesterday^  date,  ask- 
ing me  to  place  this  vessel  under  the  fire  of  ihe 
enemy,  I  consulted  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  0.  S.  naval  vessels  present  on  the  subject, 


and  herewith  annex  a  copy  of  their  opinion, 
sustaining  my  own  views  on  the  subject 

I  feel  the  importance  of  affording  relief  to 
your  command  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  Gene- 
ral, at  the  same  time  I  feel,  and  I  know,  the  im- 
?ortance  to  the  safety  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
hilip,  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  having 
this  vessel  in  proper  condition  before  seeking 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy.  If  he  seeks  one, 
or  attempts  the  passage  of  the  forts  before  this 
vessel  is  ready  1  shall  meet  him,  however  un- 
prepared I  may  be. 

We  have  an  additional  force  of  mechanics 
from  the  city  this  morning,  and  I  hope  that  by 
toHmorrow  night  the  motive  power  of  tiii 
Louisiana  will  be  ready,  and  in  the  meantime 
her  battery  will  be  in  place,  and  other  prepara- 
tions will  be  completed,  so  as  to  enable  her  to 
act  against  the  enemy.  When  ready,  you  wiO 
be  immediately  advised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  E.  Mitchell, 
Oommandlog  C  S.  Naval  Foroee,  Low«f  mm. 


OL  8.aiBAMBL00]aUVA,MSAR  FOKT  JACUQf,) 

Aprfl22.1Ml  / 
Two  conmiunications  having  this  day  been 
received  from  Brigadier-GenenJ  Duncan  (here- 
with attached,  marked  Nos.  I  and  3,  and  also 
the  answer  of  Commander  J.  El.  Mitchell,  No.  I, 
marked  No.  2),  requesting  that  the  Louisiana  be 
placed  in  position  below  the  raft  in  the  rivtr, 
near  Fort  Jackson,  a  consultation  was  held  by 
Gonmiander  J.  K.  Mitchell  with  Conmmnder 
Mcintosh  and  Lieutenants  commanding  Hoscf 
and  Warley,  who  fully  sustained  the  views  of 
Commander  Mitchell,  as  expressed  in  his  rq)ly 
(marked  No.  2),  declining  to  comply  wiA  tiw 
request  of  Bdgadier-General  Duncan. 
C.  F.  McIntosh, 

Oommandtiig  C  S. !(. 
T.  B.  HUGBR, 
Lieotemnt,  cc 

N.  a  Wablet, 

Uoutooant,  comtniiwtinf 

Gbobob  S.  Shtboge, 
Llentomant  CL  &  N.,  Aide  to  oommandiDc  oAm^- 


CL  SL  SnAXBt  LocBUXA,  Foar  JACCsaa,  \ 
Aprfl  22,1881    t 

Gfenercd  J,  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coatt  Ik- 
fences  at  Fort  Jackson : 

General  :  Your  two  notes  of  this  date  baT« 
been  received.  A  fire  has  been  ordered  to  be 
built  below  St  Philip,  as  you  reauested,  except 
that  it  will  be  on  the  beach,  and  a  raft  wiO  be 
kept  ready  to  fire  and  turn  adrift,  as  you  re- 
quested, near  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  event  of  the 
apprehended  attack  being  made  bv  tiie  enemr 
tonight  I  shall  also  direct  a  viffdant  lookout 
to  be  kept  by  all  the  vessels,  ana  to  co-operete 
with  you  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  forts  tt 
every  hazard. 

Tour  request  respecting  the  report  of  the  bad 
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coDditioD  of  the  engines  of  the  Mosher  will 
daim  my  attention  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  EL  Mitchell, 
Oommanding  a  &  Naval  Forces,  Lower  HlaisBippL 

(O.) 
a  &  BnUMBtliOnnusA,  ofP  fort  Jackbov,  ) 
AprU29,18e2.     J 

2b   Lieutenant   oommanding  Huger^  Assistant 

Engineeer  ,   Assistant   Engineer 

,  a  8.  Steamer  McRae,  off  Fort 

Jackson  •^ 
Gbntlbmbn  :  The  steamers  Mosher  and  Belle 
Algerine  having  been  represented  as  being  unfit 
for  service,  you  will  please  to  examine  them 
carefully,  without  delay,  and  report  to  me  in  du- 
plicate toeir  condition.  In  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  please  state  the  cause  of  any  damage 
you  may  discover,  with  such  recommendations 
as,  in  your  judgment,  you  may  deem  proper. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mitohell, 

Oominandlng  C.  &  Naval  Forces,  Lower  lUsslasippi  River. 

Gi^tain  Huger  will  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the 
names  of  the  two  engineers  he  thinks  most  suit- 
able for  the  service,  belonging  to  the  McRae. 

CL  8.  SnAMER  LocnRuiTA,  1 
AprU  22,  1862.     / 

Samuel  Brock,  Senior  Engineer,  McRae  : 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have 
held  a  survey  upon  the  steamer  Belle  Algerine 
and  the  tue  Mosher.  The  latter  has,  we  think, 
loosened  the  after-bearing  of  her  shaft  This 
we  can,  I  think,  obviate  m  a  few  hours.  The 
Belle  Algerine  leaks  badly  in  the  bows  from 
two  holes  knocked  in  her,  the  Captain  reports, 
while  working  in  the  raft,  and  also  while  landing 
guns  at  Fort  Bt  Philip.  This  we  can  also  rem- 
edy, and  are  now  doing  so.  I  trust  by  to-night 
both  vessels  will*be  serviceable. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  B.  HuoKR, 

Oommaadiiig  McRae. 

John  K  Dunoon,  Oommanding  Coast  D^ences : 
Genbbal  :  Above  you  will  see  the  report  on 
the  vessels  reported  to  you  as  unfit  for  service. 
I  send  it  for  your  information. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mftghill, 

Oommanding  0. 8.  Naval  Forces. 

(H.) 
FOBT  JMxmm,  U.,  l]iril  S8,  IMS. 

Cbptotn   /.   JT.    MUchett,   commanding   Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River  : 

Captain  :  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  mortar 

practice  of  the  enemy  aeainst  Fort  Jackson 

must  be  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  there  is 


every  indication  that  the  enemy,  as  the  next 
plan  of  attack,  is  about  to  move  his  large  ves- 
sels to  the  point  of  woods,  and  open  upon  us 
with  his  broadsides.  One  of  the  large  vessels 
has  already  been  brought  up  and  placed  in 
position.  Should  the  above  prove  to  be  the 
case,  it  is  imperativelv  and  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  batteries  of  the  Louisiana  should  be 
brought  into  action,  as  well  as  those  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

A  proper  position  for  the  Louisiana  would  be 
on  the  Fort  St  Philip  side,  a  short  distance 
below  the  raft  and  close  to  the  shore,  which 
will  give  us  three  direct  and  cross-fires  upon 
the  point  of  attack. 

Earnestly  calling  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  as  you  can  see  from  your  position  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  you  will,  consequently, 
know  when  to  act, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigadier-General,  oommanding  Coast  Defences. 

0.) 

C.  8.  SnuMSR  LomsuNA,         ) 
Kkab  Fobt  JAOKSoir,  April  28,  1802.  j 

Brigadier-Chneral  J.  K,  Duncan,  commanding 
Coast  Defences,  Fori  Jackson : 
General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  express  your  belief  that 
the  enemy  is  about  to  chance  his  place  of 
attack,  and  open  the  broadside  of  his  larger 
ships  on  the  forts,  and  in  which  you  make  cer- 
tain suggestions  as  to  the  position  to  be  taken 
by  this  snip. 

By  reference  to  a  letter  of  mine  to  you  of 
yesterdav*s  date,  and  of  (No.  1)  of  this  date, 
you  will  be  apprised  of  the  condition  of  this 
ship.  Should  an  attack  be  made  as  anticipated. 
I  shaU  be  governed  by  circumstances,  and  do  all 
I  can  against  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfiiUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mitchell, 
Oommanding  G  8.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi 

(J.) 
C.  S.  Sraxbr  LouiOAirjk.        ) 
Ov  For  Jackbov,  April  23, 1882.  / 

General  J.  K  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  De- 
fences, Fort  Ja4^cson : 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  conunu- 
nication  received  on  the  twenty-first  inst,  from 
Captain  Stevenson,  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  notwithstanding  General  Lovell's 
order  to  him,  this  letter  so  qualifies  my  authority 
as  to  relieve  me  from  all  responsibility  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  vessels  of  the  river  fleet 
under  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mftchell, 
Commanding  0.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi. 
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(K.) 

BlYD  DcmOK,  C.  S.  GVXBOAT  Warkior,  ) 
FORT  Jagksos,  April  21,  1802.        j 

Commander  J.  K  MUcheU,   Confederate  Slates 
Navy: 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  Major- 
General  M.  Lovell,  dated  twentieth  instant,  in 
which  I  am  directed  to  place  myself  and  my 
whole  command  at  this  pomt  under  your  orders. 
Every  officer  and  man  on  the  river  defence  ex- 
pedition, joined  it  with  the  condition  that  it  was 
to  be  independent  of  the  navv,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  navy, 
or  be  conmianded  bv  naval  officers.  In  the  face 
of  the  enemy  I  will  not  say  more.  I  will  co- 
operate with  you,  and  do  nothing  without  your 
approbation,  aUcT  will  endeavor  to  carry  out 
your  wishes  to  the  best  of  my  abilitv,  but  in  my 
own  way  as  to  the  details  and  the  handling  of 
my  boats.  But  I  expect  the  vessels  under  my 
charge  to  remain  as  separate  command.  All  or- 
ders for  their  movements,  addressed  to  me,  will 
be  promptly  executed  if  practicable,  and  I  under- 
take to  be  responsible  for  their  efficiency  when 
required.  I  suppose  this  is  aU  that  is  intended 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Lovell,  or  that 
wiU  be  expected  from  me  by  you. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 

JoHjf  A.  Stevknsok, 

Bonior  QipUin,  oommandiog  River  Fleet  at  Fort  Jaokson. 

Our  signals  should  be  made  to  assimilate  at 
once.  Captain  Renshaw  and  myself  could  ar- 
range this  if  you  wish,  as  no  doubt  but  you  are 
greatly  fatigued,  and  still  much  to  do  and 
arrange.  Anything  I  can  do,  rely  on  it  being 
done  promptiy  and  cheerfully. 

Yours,  &c,  J.  A.  8. 

(L.) 

FoBT  jAOOOir,  U.,  April  38,  1862. 
Captain   J,  K  Mitchell,   commanding   Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mtesissippi  River: 
Captain  :  The  enemy  has  just  sent  up  a  small 
boat,  and  planted  a  series  of  white  flags  on  the 
Fort  St  Philip  side,  conmiencing  al^ut  three 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  above  tiie  lone  tree.    It 
is  the  probable  position  of  his  ships  in  the  new 
line  of  attack  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  contem- 
plates for  attacking  Fort  Jackson  with  his  large 
vessels.    As  you  ma^  not  have  seen  this  opera- 
tion, I  furnish  you  with  (h%  information.  Please 
keep  the  river  well  lit  up  witii  ffire-rafts  to- 
night, as  the  attack  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DusoAx, 
Brigadtar-General,  oomnwinding  Ooast  DennooB. 

Toast  jAGBKm,  La.— 8)^  o'clock  a.  m.,1 
AprU  S4,  186SL     / 

Captain   J.  K,  MUchdl,   commanding   Naval 
Forces f  Lower  Mississippi  River : 
Gaftaik  :  As  I  anticipated,  and  informed  you 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment,  with  their  lairge 


ships  on  the  Fort  St  Philip  shore,  to  operate 
against  Fort  Jackson.  They  are  placing  them- 
selves boldly,  with  their  lights  at  their  mast- 
heads. You  are  assuming  a  fearful  responsibility 
if  you  do  not  come  at  once  to  our  assistance 
with  the  Louisiana  and  the  fleet  I  can  say  no 
more. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DuKCAir, 

BrigBdlar-eeoenL 

(N.) 

C  8.  QxmaoAi  Lotbiava,  Nbab  Fovr  8r.  Pour,  \ 
AprUM,  ISaL    / 

Brigadier-Oeneral  J,  K  Dtmectn,  commanding 
Coast  D^enceSf  Fort  Jackson  : 

General:  On  returning  to  the  Louisiana,  I 
find  that  we  have  no  tender  on  whose  stem- 
power  we  can  rely,  and  many  of  the  volunteer 
troops  on  board  of  the  W.  Burton  are  intoxi- 
cated. Under  these  circumstances,  as  weD  v 
the  exhausted  condition  of  our  own  crew,  sxd 
excessive  difficulty  in  handling  tiie  vessel,  will 
prevent  our  taking  the  position,  at  least  t(Hiaj, 
that  I  proposed,  and  was  arranged  betwe«i  qb 
this  forenoon. 

I  will,  however,  as  you  suggested  in  your  com- 
munication, take  up  a  position  above,  to  pro- 
tect the  approaches  in  tnat  direction. 

Having  no  adequate  motive  power  of  oor 
own,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  enemy's 
vessels  that  have  it  to  take  up  such  a  positioa 
that  our  guns  cannot  reach  him  for  want  of  ele- 
vation, or  l>e  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  I  w3, 
however,  do  all  I  can  to  keep  him  back  from 
above. 

The  McRae  has  lost  her  nine-inch  gun;  of 
course  we  cannot  expect  much  assistance  tnm 
her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.MRCHnL. 

OoBunadtof  C.  &  N«Ta]  fVmes,  Lovtr  IOb. 


(0.) 


a  8b  aBMBB  LOCBUVA,  FOO  Sx.  PBtff,) 

April  34, 1882.  J 

Qeneral  J.  K,  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  Ik- 
fences,  Fbn  Jadaon  : 

General  :  Your  second  and  third  notes  of  this 
date,  are  at  hand.  We  are  in  a  helpless  ooa- 
dition  for  the  want  of  tug-boats.  'Hie  W.  Bar- 
ton is  crippled,  and  the  Landis  also,  and  the 
rnboat  Defiance  will  not  do  anything  for  i». 
she  comes  within  my  reach  I  wilT  deprive 
her  captain  of  his  command,  by  force  if  neoes^ 
saiy. 

The  anchor  we  have  down  cannot  purdkase* 
and  we  are  a£raid  to  ship  it,  to  move  about 
three  hundred  yards  higher  op,  where  we  can  be 
better  secured. 

We  shall  probably  remain  vrhe^e  we  arei,  and 
do  all  we  can  to  defeat  the  ene^y,  should  he  at* 
tack  us  again. 
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It  win  be  out  of  our  power,  I  am  afraid,  to 
light  up  the  bank  below  8t  Philip  to-night,  or 
to  set  adrift  fire-boats,  as  none  are  at  hand,  and 
they  have  all  disappeared,  apparently. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  MrrcHRLL, 
Commanding  0.  &  Naval  Forces,  Lower  MiM. 

(P.) 

FOKT  JjkOKSOir,  LonsuHA, ) 
AprU  24, 1M2.        J 

CcgiOain  J.  K.  MUchdl,  commanding  C,  8,  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Miss, : 
Captain  :  From  all  we  can  see  and  learn,  the 
enemy,  witti  the  exception  of  one  or  two  gun- 
boats, baa  passed  u^  the  river,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  use  m  changmg  your  present  position  to 
one  further  above.  1  regret  to  learn  the  con- 
dition of  the  volunteer  troops  on  board  the 
W.  Burton.  This,  together  with  the  exhausted 
condition  of  your  crew,  will  prevent  your  taking 
up  the  position  below,  whicn  was  agreed  upon 
this  morning,  for  the  present  You  may  be  able 
to  take  it  up.  however,  when  your  crew  recover 
from  their  fatigue,  and  when  you  are  able  to 
quell  the  irregmarities  of  the  volunteers. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
OommandiDg  Cout  Defences. 

(Q.) 

FOBT  JjkODOir,  LOUIBAIIA,  \ 

April  24, 1862.         .  J 

CapUtin  J,  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  8,  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 
Captain  :  As  I  have  no  boats  of  any  kind,  I 
must  ask  of  you  to  light  up  the  river  with  fire- 
barges  to-night,  if  it  possibly  lies  in  your  power. 
The  absence  of  light  greatly  impairs  the  accu- 
racy and  effectiveneBS  of  our  fire  upon  the 
enemy.        Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brlgsdier-Genera],  commanding  Cboet  Defences. 

(R.) 

FoBT  jACKSOir,  April  24,  1862. 

Cc^f>knn  J.  K.  MiicheU,  commanding  C,  8.  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 

Captain  :  The  lower  schooner  will  be  lighted 
by  firing  her  from  a  rowboat  from  Fort  St 
Philip  at  early  dusk.  As  this  light  dies  awav 
the  next  one  above  will  be  fired,  and  so  on,  all 
night. 

Unless  you  can  bettor  yourself  materially,  I 
would  not  advise  any  movement  on  your  part 
from  your  present  position,  owing  to  all  the  ad- 
verse circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

In  regard  to  the  Defiance,  the  authority  over 
her  which  I  formerly  had  has  been  transferred 
to  you ;  but  we  will  freely  lend  you  any  assist- 
ance which  you  may  require  in  deposing  her  com- 
mander, or  in  exercising  your  authority  over  her. 


Keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  another  attack 
tonight,  when  we  will  mutually  support  each 
other,  and  do  aU  that  we  possibly  can. 

Captain  Squires  has  been  directed  by  Colonel 
Higgms  to  furnish  you  such  assistance  as  you 
may  require. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigadier-Genenl,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 


(3.) 


muaoMBBtrri  BTTB,   April  28,  1862.  \ 

U.  S.  SnAMBt  miuuBr  Lams.     / 

Colonel  Edward  Higgins,  commanding  Confed- 
erate Forces  %n  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip: 
Sib  :  When  I  last  demanded  the  surrender  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  I  had  no  positive 
assurance  of  the  success  of  our  vessels  in  pass- 
ing safely  the  batteries  on  the  river.  Smce 
then  I  have  received  communications  from  Flag- 
officer  Farragut,  who  is  now  in  possession  of 
New  Orleans.  Our  troops  are  or  wUl  be  in 
possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river, 
and  a  sufficient  force  has  been  posted  outside 
of  the  bayous  to  cut  off  all  communications  and 
prevent;  supplies.  No  man  could  consider  it 
dishonorable  to  surrender,  especially  under 
these  circumstances,  when  no  advantages  can 
arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
gracefully  he  can  save  the  further  eflfusion  of 
blood. 

You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no 
more  can  be  asked  of  you.  I  feel  authorized  to 
offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve 
you  from  any  feeling  of  humiliation.  The  offi- 
cers will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with 
their  side-arms,  not  to  serve  again  imtil  regu- 
larly exchanged.  All  private  property  will  be 
respected.  Only  the  arms  ana  munitions  will 
be  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  Grovemment,  and  the 
vessels  lying  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must 
be  done  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  also  will 
be  paroled,  and  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes,  giving  up  their  arms. 

I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out  some  little 
time  longer,  and  am  also  aware  of  the  exact 
condition,  as  reported  to  us  by  a  deserter,  which 
convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on 
yourself  and  those  under  vou  unnecessary  dis- 
comforts without  any  good  result  arising  from 
so  doing. 

Your  port  has  long  been  closed  to  the  world, 
by  which  serious  injury  has  been  experienced 
by  manv  loyal  citizens.  I  trust  that  you  will 
not  lend  yourself  to  the  fiuiher  injury  of  their 
interests,  where  it  can  only  entail  calsimity  and 
bloodshed,  without  any  possible  hope  of  success 
or  relief  to  your  forts. 

Your  siurender  is  a  mere  question  of  time, 
which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
therefore  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposi- 
tion.  By  doing  so  you  can  put  an  end  to  a  state  * 
of  afiBurs  which  wul  only  inflict  injury  upon  all 
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those  under  you,  who  have  strong  claims  npon 
your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Gommandiog  Mortar  Fleet. 
(I.) 

HUDQClBnU  FOHB  JaGBUIOH  AMD  8r.  Phup,  ) 
AprU  27,  186a        / 

Commodore  2).  2).  Potier,  U.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding Mortar  Fleet : 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  these  forts,  has 
been  received. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official 
information  has  been  received  by  me,  from  our 
own  authorities,  that  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
has  been  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-offi- 
cer Farragut,  and  until  such  information  is  re- 
ceived, no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can  for  a 
moment  be  entertained  here. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Higoins, 
LtoQteoani-Cokmel,  oommandtag. 

(U.) 
Fon  jAcnoov,  La.,  April  17,  1802. 

Soldiers  of  Forts  Jackson  and  SL  Philip  : 

You  have  nobly,  gallantlv,  and  heroically  sus- 
tained, with  courage  and  fortitude,  the  terrible 
ordeals  of  fire,  water,  and  a  hail  of  shot  and 
shell,  wholly  unsurpassed  during  'the  present 
war.  But  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  safety 
of  New  Orleans  and  the.  cause  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy— our  homes,  families,  and  every- 
thing dear  to  man— yet  depend  upon  our  exer- 
tions. 

We  are  just  as  capable  of  repelling  the  ene- 
my to-day  as  we  were  before  the  bombardment. 
Twice  has  tlie  enemy  demanded  your  surrender, 
and  twice  has  he  been  refused. 

Your  officers  have  every  confidence  in  your 
courage  and  patriotism,  and  feel  every  assurance 
that  you  will  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  obey 
all  orders,  and  do  your  whole  duty  as  men,  and 
as  becomes  the  well-tried  garrisons  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  Be  vigilant,  therefore, 
and  stand  by  your  guns,  and  all  will  yet  be 
well.  J.  K.  Duncan. 

Brigadler-GeaenU,  oommandiag  Coast  Oefenoes. 

(V.) 

HBAIXIUAIIRS8  Fonn  JACKSOIT  AlTD  St.  Phiup,  ) 
AprU  28,  1862.         ) 

Commodore   David  D.  Porter,   United  States 
NavVy  commandina  Mortar  Fleet : 
Sir:  Upon  mature  (deliberation,  it  has  been 
decided  to  accept  the  terms  of  surrender  of 
these  forts,  under  the  conditions  offered  by  you 
in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  viz. : 
that  the  officers  and  men  shall  be   paroled — 
officers  retiring  with  their  side-arms.    We  have 
no  control  over  the  vessels  afloat 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward*  Higoiks, 
Uratenant-Oolobel.  commaadlnc. 


(W.) 

UniB)  9txrm  dnums  Habsoct  Un,) 
FbosB  Jaoksox  AMD  8z.  Pamr, 


RiTVR,  AprU  28, 1802.) 

By  articles  of  capitulation,  entered  mto  this 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  tixonsauJ 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  between  David 
D.  Porter,  Oimmander  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  Murtar  Flotilla,  of  the  one  part,  and  Bn- 
gadier-G^neral  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  the 
Coast  Defences,  and  LieutenantrColonel  Edward 
Hi^gins,  commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  of  the  other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed : 

First,  That  Brigadier-General  Duncan  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins  shall  surrender  to 
the  Mortar  Flotilla  Forts  Jackson  and  St  PhiKp, 
the  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  ail  the  appur- 
tenances thereunto  belonging,  togeth^  with  all 
public  property  that  may  be  under  their 
charge. 

Second,  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  David  D. 
Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar  Flotilla,  that 
Brigadier-General  Duncan  and  Lieutonant-Cal- 
onel  Higgins,  together  with  the  officers  under 
their  command,  shall  be  respected.  Further- 
more, that  they  shall  give  their  parole  of  honor 
not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  until  they  are  regularly  ex- 
changed. 

I^ird,  It  is  further  agreed  by  the  Command- 
er, David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar 
Flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Got- 
emment,  that  the  non-commissioned  officen, 
privates,  and  musicians,  shall  be  permitted  to 
retire  on  parole,  their  commanding  and  otli« 
officers  beconung  responsible  for  tiiem,  and  that 
they  shall  deliver  up  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments in  their  present  condition,  provided  that 
no  expenses  accruing  from  the  trauHportatioD  of 
the  men  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  On  the  signing  of  these  articles  by 
the  contracting  parties,  tlie  fort  shall  be  formal^ 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  natral 
forces  composing ^  the  mortar  flotilla.  The  Con- 
federate flag  shiul  be  lowered,  and  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  hoisted  on  the  flag-stafn  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we,  the  under- 
signed, do  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals. 
David  D.  Pobtrr, 

Oammandlog  Mortar  noiSL 

W.  5.  Rbkshaw, 


W.  W.  Waikbioht, 

Lleateoant,  oomnuadlng  U.  8.  stauner  Barrtoi  Urn 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

firigadier-Oeneral,  oomnMDdlnt  Oomi  DeAaoM. 

Edward  Hiooins. 
Ueatenant-OoIoDel  C  &  A.,  oooubmmUbc 

Forts  Jackson  and  SL  PUIp^ 

Witnessed  by 
Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Ueoienant,  oommaiidli^  U.  B.  foaboal  Wlaaaa. 

C.  H.  RUSSRLL, 

LleateiuDt,  oommaiidtng  U.  &  gonboai  Keombeek. 
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BEPOBT  or  LIECrrKKAMT-COLOMIL  D).  HIO^Na 

BlADQUlSEBS  Fom  JACKBCHf  AMD  ft.  PBUP,  > 

AprUST,  IMS.        / 

UemsHcnU  W.  M,  Bridgw,  A.  A.  AcfftOatU-Qen^ 
ercd.  Second  Brigade^  Deparhnent  No.  1, 
New  Orleans: 
BoL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Fri- 
day, the  eighteenth  instant,  the  naval  foroe  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  been  for  some 
weeks  in  the  river,  making  preparation  for  an 
attack  on  these  forts,  commenced  the  bombard- 
ment of  Fort  Jackson. 

Fire  firom  their  mortar-fleet  was  opened  at 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.  The  force  employed  by  the 
enemy  against  ns  consisted  of  twenty-one  mor- 
tar vessels,  and  a  fleet  of  about  twenty-one 
steam  veasels  of  war,  carrying  more  than  two 
hundred  guns  of  the  heavest  calibre.  'Qie  mor- 
tar vessels  when  they  opened  fire,  were  all  con- 
cealed from  our  view  save  six,  which  took 
position  in  sight  of  the  forts,  and  within  our 
longest  range.  These  we  soon  forced  to  retire. 
They  joined  the  rest  of  their  fleet  behind  the 
point  of  woods,  and,  concealed  from  view,  re- 
newed their  fire. 

Orders  had  been  issued  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  to  retire  to  the  casemates 
of  the  forts  the  moment  the  bombardment  com- 
menced. The  order  being  obeyed,  nothing  was 
left  for  us  to  do  but  receive  the  furious  storm 
of  shell  which  was  hailed  upon  us.  Our  citadel 
was  soon  destroyed  by  fire.  All  the  buildings 
around  and  in  connection  with  the  fort  shared 
the  same  fate. 

From  Friday  morning  until  the  following 
Thursday  we  sustained  this  terrible  battering. 
Several  times  during  the  bombardment  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up  the  river, 
under  cover  of  their  mortar-fire,  and  on  each 
occasion  our  batteries  were  promptiy  manned, 
and  the  enemy's  advance  gallantiy  repelled. 

At  half-past  three  ▲.  m.,  on  Thursday,  it  was 
observed  that  the  mortar-fire  was  increased  to  an 
iatensitv  of  fury  which  had  not  been  previously 
reachea.  At  the  same  time  a  movement  was 
observed  in  the  steam-fleet  below.  Our  batter- 
ies were  instantiy  in  readiness,  and  were  at  once 
engaged  in  a  most  terrific  conflict  with  the  ene- 
my's fleet  of  fourteen  steamships,  which,  dash- 
ing by  the  fort  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
pouring  in  their  broadsides  of  shot,  shell,  grape, 
canister,  and  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  getting  oe- 
yond  our  range  and  in  our  rear.  Dxuring  the 
forenoon  a  demand  was  made  by  Commodore 
Porter,  commanding  the  mortarrfleet,  for  a  sur- 
render of  the  forts.  This  proposition  was 
promptiy  refused,  and  the  bombardment  was 
again  commenced  and  continued  until  four  p.  m., 
men  all  firing  ceased. 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  company  and 
battery  commanders,  also  the  Surgeon's  report 
of  killed  and  wounded.  I  fully  enaorse  the  en- 
comiums of  the  company  commanders  upon  the 
officers  under  their  command,  and  feel  myself 
bound  to  record  my  high  admiration  of  the  cool- 


ness, courage,  and  fortitude  of  all  the  officers  of 
both  forts. 

Ciq)tain  J.  B.  Anderson,  Company  "  G,"  Louis- 
iana artillery,  was  wounded  early  in  the  con- 
flict, while  heroically  fighting  his  guns.  Not- 
standing  his  severe  wound,  he  rendered  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  service  to  the  last. 

Captain  W.-  B.  Robertson,  who  conunanded  a 
detached  work  called  the  water  battery,  re- 
mained with  his  command  during  the  whole  of 
the  protracted  ordeal,  without  cover  of  any 
kind,  although  suffering  from  severe  physical 
disease,  and  scarcely  able,  at  times,  to  walk 
around  his  battery.  He  was  most  ably  and  gal- 
lantiy assisted  by  Captain  R.  J.  Bruce,  Louis- 
iana artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  Eugene  W.  Baylor,  who  was 
in  conunand  of  the  42-pouBder  barbette  battery, 
and  First  Lieutenant  Richard  Agar,  of  the  same 
battery,  did  all  that  gallant  officers  and  men 
could  do. 

The  officers  stationed  at  the  heaviest  batteries, 
on  the  river  front,  were,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  fati^ed  as  they  were,  obliged  to  be  con- 
stantly with  their  detachments  at  their  guns  to 
Srevent  surprise.  Lieutenants  A.  N.  Ogden, 
levuet  Kennedy,  and  William  T.  Muraford,  of 
the  Louisiana  artillery,  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  service. 

Although  not  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  devoted  conduct  of 
your  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Bridges, 
who,  upon  the  disability  of  Captain  Anderson, 
immediately  volunteered  his  services,  and  took 
charge  of  the  two  10-inch  columbiads,  and  fought 
them  night  and  day  with  ceaseless  energy. 

Lieutenant  J.  U.  Gktins,  in  command  of  the  32- 
pounder  battery,  on  the  river  front,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  £.  D.  WoodlieT,  Captain  8.  Jones, 
company  **  I,"  Louisiana  volunteers,  Captain  F. 
Peter,  company  "I,"  22d  regiment,  Louisiana 
volunteers,  fought  their  batteries  gallantiy  and 
welL  Lieutenant  Thomas  K.  Pierson,  23d  Louis- 
iana volunteers,  was  killed  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  whUe  gallantiy  fighting  his  guns. 

The  St  Mary's  Oannoniers,  Captain  8.  0.  Co- 
may,  have  my  warmest  gratitude  and  admiration 
for  their  whole  conduct,  both  in  face  of  the 
enemy  and  in  the  severe  and  arduous  fatigue 
duties,  which  they  discharged,  always  and  at  idl 
times,  with  alacrity  and  energy.  They  are  an 
honor  to  the  coundry,and  well  may  their  friends 
and  relations  be  proud  of  them. 

The  report  of  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  who  was 
the  senior  officer  at  Fort  St  Philip,  is  enclosed, 
with  the  reports  of  the  other  officers.  Captain 
Squires  fought  the  batteries  of  Fort  St  Philip 
most  gaUanUy.  He  was  in  charge  of  that  fort 
during  the  whole  bombardment  The  severe 
work  at  Fort  Jackson  required  my  constant  pres- 
ence there.  I  had  every  confidence  in  the  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  skill  of  Captain  Squires  and 
his  officers,  and  most  satisfactorily  did  they  dis- 
charge tiieir  duties.  I  refer  you  to  his  report 
for  the  mention  of  the  individual  conduct  oi  his 
officers. 
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The  floating  battery  *'  Louisiana/'  thS  steam 
ram  Manassas,  and  the  Confederate  steamer 
McRae,  to^etiier  with  a  number  of  vessels  which 
had  been  fitted  up  by  the  Confederate  and  State 
Governments,  were  in  the  river  above  the  forts 
at  the  time  the  enemy  made  the  dash  by.  I  am 
imable  to  state  what  assistance,  if  any,  was  ren- 
dered by  the  greater  portion  of  these.  At  day- 
light I  observed  the  McRae  gallantly  fighting, 
at  terrible  odds,  contending,  at  close  quarters, 
with  two  of  the  enem/s  powerful  ships.  Her 
gallant  commander,  Lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Hu- 
ger,  fell  during  the  conflict,  severely,  but  I  tnist 
not  mortally  wotmded. 

The  Manassas- 1  observed  under  wei^h,  appar- 
ently in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy,  but  I  soon  lost  sight  of  her. 

I  would  here  obsetre,  Siat  I  think  an  investi- 
gation should  be  demanded  into  the  conduct  of 
the  authorities  afloat,  whose  n^Iect  of  our 
urgent  entreaties  to  Ught  up  the  river  during 
this  sad  night  contributed  so  much  to  the  duo- 
cess  of  our  enemies 

My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  C.  N.  Morse,  was  in- 
defatigable in  the  discharge  of  his  important 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  presence 
near  my  person,  and  has  my  sincere  thanks. 

Surgeon  Somerville  Burke,  C.  S.  A.,  and  Dr. 
Bradbury  (who  kindly  volunteered  his  services 
when  he  became  aware  of  the  attack  on  the 
forts),  were  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded,  fearlessly  exposing  themselves,  at  sdl 
times,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Warmes,  ordnance  officer, 
distinguished  himself  Iff  the  self-sacrificing  at- 
tention to  arduous  and  important  duties.  Day 
night  he  was  at  his  post,  and,  by  his  great  exer- 
tions, our  magazine  was  saved  from  ^ing  flood- 
ed, the  water  having  risen  considerably  above 
the  floor. 

Lieutenants  Mann  and  Royster,  of  Captain 
Ryan's  company,  rendered  fearless  and  efficient 
service. 

Captain  Ryan  was  with  a  detachment  of  his 
company,  on  board  the  Louisiana,  during  a 
portion  of  the  bombardment,  and  in  the  fight  of 
Thursday  morning.  At  all  times  his  services 
were  most  promptly  rendered. 

Mr.  James  Ward  rendered  me  the  most  im- 
portant services  during  the  bombardment  In 
charge  of  the  firemen,  he  made  almost  super- 
human exertions  during  ^e  burning  of  the  cita- 
del He  has  my  warmest  gratitude. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  HiGOIKS, 
Iieiitaoaat<>bloneI,  C.  S.  A.,  oommanrllng 

Forts  JaokaoD  and  at  Philip. 

gCFFLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  LIEUT. -COL.  HIGGINa 

Nsir  OuBAin,  April  80, 1M2. 

LieutenctrU  Wm,  M.  Bridges,  Aide-de-Camp  cmd 
A.  A.  AdjtUcaUrGen,,  Second  Briaade: 
Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  April,  1862,  a 


formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St  Philip  was  made  by  Commander  Da- 
vid D.  Porter,  commanding  United  States  mortar- 
fleet 

The  terms  which  were  offered  were  of  the 
most  liberal  nature ;  but  so  strong  was  I  in  the 
belief  that  we  could  resist  successfully  any  at- 
tack which  could  be  made  upon  us  either  by 
land  or  water,  that  the  terms  were  at  once  re- 
fused. Our  fort  was  still  strong.  Our  damage 
had  been,  to  some  extent,  repaired.  Our  men 
had  behaved  well,  and  all  was  hope  and  confi- 
dence with  the  officers,  when,  suddenly,  at  mid- 
night, I  was  aroused  by  the  report  that  the  gar- 
rison had  revolted,  had  seized  tiie  guard,  and 
were  spiking  the  guns.  Word  was  sent  us, 
through  the  Sergeants  of  companies,  that  the 
men  would  fight  no  longer.  The  company  offi- 
cers were  immediately  despatched  to  their  com- 
mands, but  were  driven  back.  Officers  wen 
fired  upon  when  they  appeared  in  sight  upon 
the  parapet  Signals  were  exchangea  by  the 
mutineers  with  Fort  St  Philip.  The  mutiny 
was  complete,  and  a  general  massacre  of  the  offi- 
cers, ana  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  the  tost, 
appeared  inevitable. 

By  great  exertion  we  succeeded,  with  your 
influence,  in  preventing  this  disgraceful  Uot 
upon  our  country,  and  were  fortunate  in  ke^ 
ing  the  passion  of  the  men  in  check  until  we 
could  effect  an  honorable  surrender  of  the  forts, 
which  was  done  by  us,  jointly,  on  tiie  monun^ 
of  the  twenty-eighdi  instant 

As  the  &cts  and  documents  relating  to  thii 
matter  are  in  your  possession,  it  is  unneoessary 
for  me  to  dwell  longer  on  this  humiliating  aiia 
uuhappv  affair.  I  wish  to  place  on  record  here 
the  noble  conduct  of  Captam  Comay's  company, 
the  St  Mary*s  Cannoniers,  who  alone  stood  tn» 
as  steel,  when  every  other  company  in  Fort 
Jackson  basely  dishonored  tiieir  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfiaOy, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Hioginb, 

Liaatenut-OoloMl,  0.  S.  A.,  lata  commaadflr 

Forts  Jackson  sod  BL  mi|L 

REPORT  OF  GAFTAIK  U.  T.  RQUIRESL 

FoRrSr.  PBixiP,  April  27, 1861 

Lieutenant  Oharlei  K  Morse,  Post-AiifjuUmt 
Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

Early  on  l£e  morning  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth 
instant,  perceiving  by  the  movements  of  the  es- 
emy  that  they  were  about  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion, tiie  heavy  guns  were  ordered  to  open  upoe 
them,  to  annoy  tiiem  in  the  execution  of  tbetr 
purpose  as  much  as  possible ;  but  the  diet&noe 
being  great,  and  the  range  extreme,  with  b«t 
very  Mute  success,  the  enemy  taking  little  or  ro 
notice  of  our  fire,  only  answering  by  a  few  rifle 
shells,  at  long  intervals.  The  thirteen-inch  mor- 
tar after  the  thirteenth  roimd  became  upe)«t8» 
the  bed  giving  way  under  it,  breaking  in  two, 
and  the  mortar  coming  upon  the  ground.    The 
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enemy  retired  from  our  sight  at  eight  o'clock 
p.  M.,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  him  that 
night 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenl^  instant,  the  enemy  again  took  up  a  posi- 
tion identical  with  that  of  me  previous,  except- 
ing that  no  mortar-boats  were  on  this  shore,  all 
keeping  close  beiiind  the  point  of  woods,  and 
opening  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson,  which  was  al- 
lowed to  continue  without  interruption  from 
this  side.  Fearing  the  effect  and  having  ascer- 
tained the  exact  range  and  distances,  I  deter- 
mined to  open  upon  tnem  and  draw  off  some  of 
&e  fire  to  this  side  if  possible.  It  was  immedi- 
ately done,  and  with  partial  success,  three  of 
the  mortar-boats  opening  upon  us  with  but  little 
effect. 

On  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty- 
second,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  still  continued 
from  their  mortar-boats,  with  an  occasional  shot 
from  the  gunboats.  The  only  damaee  done  dur- 
ing these  days  was  the  damaging  the  platform 
of  the  twenty-four-pounder  gtin  m  salient  near 
the  main  magazine,  the  shell  passing  under  and 
throwing  it  up,  but  not  rendering  it  useless. 
Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  with  no  visi- 
ble results  more  than  the  driving  back  of  two 
of  the  mortar-boats,  which  were  partially  ex- 
posed around  the  wooded  point  The  fore  of 
the  enemy,  although  warm,  well-directed,  and 
sustained,  was,  for  the  most  part,  either  short  or 
very  much  over.  Up  to  this  time  the  only  guns 
used  were  the  oolumbiad  battery  in  the  main 
work,  and  the  thirteen- inch  ihortu:,  disabled  on 
the  first  day.  In  the  lower  water  battery,  one 
eight-inch  columbiad  and  one  seven-inch  rifle 
eun,  worked  by  Captain  R.  C.  Bond's  company ; 
four  ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars,  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Lamon's  company.  On  the  twenty-third,  the 
enemy  still  kept  up  a  regular  fire,  to  which  we 
did  not  reply  all  day.  At  3^  o'clock  of  the 
morning  oi  the  twenty-fourth,  the  men  were 
ready,  and  standing  at  their  guns,  having  re- 
ceived information  that  there  was  a  movement 
by  the  enemy.  No  vessels  were  to  be  seen,  and 
Ihe  first  notice  of  an  enemy  nearing  us  was  tiie 
reply  to  the  shots  from  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
gmmers  were  ordered  to  fire  by  the  flashes  of 
uie  enemy's  guns,  which  was  done,  but  the  fire 
was  entirely  too  high,  and  passed  over  them. 
Lnmediately  after  this  a  vessel  came  in  sight, 
and  diey  followed  each  other  in  rapid  success- 
ion, seemingly  in  pairs,  one  of  the  two  keeping 
back  fiur  enough  to  enable  her  to  deliver  her  fire 
from  her  brot^sides.  The  fire  from  our  guns 
was  rapid,  and  from  the  little  that  could  be  seen 
and  heard,  was  accurate,  but  after  the  first  dis- 
charge, the  smoke  almost  hid  them  from  sight, 
and  we  wel^  again  compelled  to  judge  by  the 
flashes  of  'thei;r  guns.  As  to  the  effect  of  the 
fire,  it  is  impossible  to  state  what  it  was,  as  the 
darkness,  aided  by  the  smoke,  rendered  seeing 
out  of  the  Question.  A  three^nasted  propeller 
ran  ashore,  auring  the  engagement,  above  the 
upper  water-battery,  and,  remaining  there  sev- 
ered minutes  with  a  fire-baige  alongside,  her 


rigi^ing*  had  caught  fire,  but  was  immediately 
extmguished.  We  were  not  able  to  open  upon 
her,  as  one  of  the  columbtads  had  been  pre- 
viously dismounted,  and  the  other  could  not  be 
brougnt  to  bear ;  besides,  their  hands  were  full 
with  other  vessels  coming  up,  and  the  tweuty- 
four-pounder  in  the  salient  of  the  upper  water- 
battery,  bearing  directly  upon  her,  had  been 
broken  in  two  near  the  trunnions.  The  vessels 
passed  close  under  our  guns,  iaking  advantage 
of  the  eddy,  which  runs  up  with  considerate 
force,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  more 
than  one  or  two  shots  at  any  one  vessel,  they 
passed  with  such  rapidity. 

All  our  guns  were  worked  with  courage, 
energy,  and  skill,  excepting;  the  upper  water- 
battery,  where  some  confusion  arose,  caused  by 
the  men  not  being  so  thoroughly  drilled  as  thev 
should  have  been.  Company  C,  of  the  Confed- 
erate Recruits,  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Dixon,  were 
fully  prepared  to  work  the  guns  of  this  battery, 
and  would  have  done  so  with  effect,  but  were 
two  days  before  ordered  on  board  the  floating 
battery  Louisiana,  and  their  place  was  sup- 
plied by  Captain  Assanheimer's  Company  B, 
Twenty-fourth  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers, 
who  had  only  been  drilled  a  few  times,  and 
Captain  Massicott's  Company  D,  Chalmette  regi- 
ment, who  were  raw,  undrilled,  perfectly  ig- 
norant even  of  the  use  of  the  shot-guns  wiSi 
which  they  were  armed,  and  had  never  been 
drilled  at  artillery.  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that 
the  guns  did  not  open.  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigley, 
with  such  men  as  could  be  gathered,  was  sent 
to  attend  to  them,  which  was  done,  so  iar  as 
they  were  conoemed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  that 
officer.  The  company  of  Confederate  recruits,' 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Blow,  were  detail- 
ed to  report  to  Captain  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  for 
duty  on  board  the  Louisiana,  as  per  instruc- 
tions dated  headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  April  twenty-first,  1862,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth 
instant  Captain  Lartdgue's  company  did  good 
service  as  scouts  and  sharpshooters,  many  of 
them  being  out  at  all  times.  On  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third,  seven  of  them  were  sent  to  as- 
certain the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
returned  without  accomplishing  an3rthing.  Two 
other  scouts,  one  from  Company  K  and  the 
other  of  Company  F,  were  out  on  the  same 
mission,  and  had  it  not  been  from  the  failure  of 
the  rockets,  which  by  an  accident  became  wet, 
would  have  signalled  their  approach  much 
sooner.  As  it  was,  the  only  intimation  I  re- 
ceived was  the  firing  of  one  of  their  muskets. 
The  following  is  the  number  of  projectiles  used, 
etc. :  six  hundred  and  seventv^ve  (675)  eight- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
il71)  eight-inch  shells,  thirteen  thirteen-inch 
rom  columbiad  battery,  etc.,  in  main  work ;  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  ten-inch  mortar  shells 
from  lower  mortar  battery,  four  hundred  and 
seventy  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  lower  water-bat^ 
tery ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  shot,  grape,  and 
caniflter,  from  upper  water-battery.    Captain  R 
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G.  Bond,  assisted  by  First  Lientenants  Oarleton 
Hant  and  Wm.  E.  Ellis,  and  his  Company  K, 
Captain  J.  H.  Lamon,  with  the  assistance  of 
First  Lieutenant  EL  W.  Fowler,  with  his  Com- 
pany C,  in  the  lower  battery,  manning  the  forty- 
two  and  thirty-two  poimders  respectively; 
Lieutenants  Lewis  B.  Taylor  and  W.  B.  Jones, 
with  Company  F,  at  the  columbiad  battery,  and 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigly,  with  supernumeraries 
of  Company  F,  taken  from  main  work  to  man 
guns  of  upper  water-battery,  behaved  with  gal- 
lantry, energy,  coolness,  and  bravery,  worthy  of 
imitation;  and  all,  both  officers  and  men,  de- 
serre  the  highest  praise  that  could  be  given  to 
any  one,  for  the  honorable  part  they  performed 
during  the  whole  time  since  the  commencement 
of  this  trying  conflict.  Captain  Charles  Assan- 
heimer's  Company  B,  did  their  best,  both  his 
officers  and  men.  Individual  acts  of  heroism  are 
numerous ;  but  where  all  did  so  well,  it  would 
appear  invidious  to  mention  names.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  were  everytiiine  to  be  done  again, 
or  anything  else  required  to  be  performed, 
one  could  ask  no  other  privilege  than 
to  have  the  same  men  to  do  it— feel- 
ing satisfied  it  would  be  as  well  carried  out 
as  possible.  The  injurv  to  the  fort  was  slight 
Of  the  Runs,  one  buided  seven-inch  rifle  was 
bursted  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  in  its  bore 
near  the  muzzle,  and  one  twen^-foiur  pounder 
^un  was  broken  in  two  about  K>urteen  inches 
in  front  of  the  trunnions,  by  being  struck  by  a 
solid  shot  An  eight4nch  columbiad  was  dis- 
mounted, but  only  temporarily  useless,  the  gun 
being  uninjured  and  ^n  remounted.  The 
platform  of  one  twentjr-four-pounder  gun  was 
undermined  by  a  shell,  but  not  rendered  entirely 
useless.  One  of  the  uprights  of  a  forty-two- 
pounder  gun-carriage  was  partiy  shot  away,  but 
can  still  be  of  service. 

With  many  thanks  to  all  officers  and  men  for 
their  assistance  and  efficient  aid,  and  humbly 
bowing  before  the  will  of  Almighty  €k>d, 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  T.  Squirb, 


CaauaUieB  During  the  BambaTdmenL 
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REPORT  OF  BSOQAIUXBrQESKRAL  M.  L  SMIIH. 

Caxp  Mooki,  Txsgtpabom,  Lk.j  May  t,  186t. 

Mqjar  J.  G.  Pichi,  Ajuistant  A^juUtni-Qenend: 

Majob:  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  tiie 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  at 
the  Chalmette  and  McGee  lines,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  from  Forts  Jackson  aod 
8t  Philip  to  the  ciiy  of  New  Orleans.    These 
interior  lines  of  defence  are  constructed  with 
special  reference  to  an  attack  by  land,  but^  ter- 
minating them  on  the  river  bimks,  were  two 
batteries  oJculated  for  twelve  and  twenty  guns 
respectively,  and  at  the  time  of  the  action  con- 
taining five  and  nine.    Ten  forty-two-pounders, 
intended  for  this  battery,  were  turned  over  to 
the  navy  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  by 
water.    This  has  been  considered  as  depending 
upon  the  forts  mentioned,  which  are  weU-con- 
structed,  permanent  works,  rather  well  aimvd, 
and  &r.  stronger  than  any  other  that  could  be 
hastily  erected.    With  this  view,  all  the  avail- 
able material,  both  of  guns  and  ammunition, 
had  been  concentrated  there  prior  to  the  bom- 
bardment, and  during  its  continuance  was  beiQg 
added  to  in  such  quantities  daily  as  the  meaos 
of  the  department  admitted  of,  it  being  evident 
that  tiie  decisive  struggle  was  there  to  be  node. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  it  became  certain  that  the 
large  vessels  of  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 
passing,  there  no  longer  existed  a  chance  of 
preventing  them  from  reaching  New  Orleans, 
and  the  short  resistance  made  by  the  few  gaoi 
mounted  in  the  two  batteries  of  the  interior 
lines  was  made  through  a  sense  of  dutj,  hut 
without  any  expectation  of  success,  the  enemy 
numbering  as  many  vessels,  less  one,  as  we  had 
guns. 

On  the  side  of  the  river,  where  I  was  in  per- 
son during  the  action,  were  stationed  three  com- 
panies of  LieutenantiJolonel  Pinckney's  battal- 
ion of  sharpshooters.  With  the  five  guns  on 
the  other  side  were  Captain  Patton*s  companj 
of  the  Twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers,  one 
company  from  Fort  Pike,  under  Lieutenant  But- 
ter, one  companv  B^uiegard  battery,  besides 
two  battsdions  of  in&ntry  collected  in  capip  for 
instruction,  as  well  as  to  euard  the  line  in  case 
of  the  enemy's  landing  and  attacking  by  land— 
all  under  immediate  conunand  of  General  Buis- 
Bon. 

The  enemy's  vessels  had  approached  to  wiflh 
in  about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  before  we  opened 
on  them,  tiie  first  gun  beine  from  Pinckne/f 
battery,  and  immediately  foUowed  bv  sevenl 
from  the  battery  on  the  opposite  side,  and  as 
promptiy  replied  to  from  the  enemy's  vessels. 
The  engagement  lasted  until  every  round  of  am- 
munition on  hand  was  fired,  botl»  officers  and 
men  displaying  a  coolness  and  intrepidity  that 
was  gratifying,  especially  as  regards  the  men, 
who  tiien  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  dis- 
charged a  heavy  gim.  The  firing  on  our  side 
was  spirited,  perils  a  litUe  unoertain ;  on  the 
enem/s,  heavy  and  well  directed. 

Daring  the  engagement  their  vesseb  gradu- 
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allj  lessened  the  distance,  until  near  enough  to 
open  with  grape  and  canister. 

The  ammunition  being  expended,  and  every 
sense  of  duty  satisfied,  permission  was  given  to 
Colonel  Pinokney  to  withdraw  his  conmiand 
along  the  line  of  field  works  affording  shelter, 
whidi  was  done  deliberately,  officers  and  men 
retiring  together.  The  casualties  were  one 
killed  and  one  wounded.  The  battery  on  the 
Chahnetto  side  seemed  well  served,  and  no 
doubt  was  so,  judging  from  the  character  of 
the  officers  present 

The  enemy,  steaming  up  between  us  and  the 
dtv,  prevented  the  retreat  of  the  troops  to  that 
point  They  were  accordingly  directed  to  gain 
the  Opelousas  Railroad  and  reach  Camp  Moore 
via  Lafourche,  or  such  route  as  might  be  found 
b€MBt  Liieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney  has  aheady 
reported  with  his  command,  but  somewhat  re- 
duced in  numbers. 

In.  concluding  this  report,  I  wish  particularly 
to  call  attention  to  the  admirable  assistance  ren- 
dered by  Lieutenants  McDonald  and  B.  M.  Har- 
rod,  on  engineer  duty,  both  before  and  after  the 
action.  Their  conduct  could  not  have  been  bet- 
ter. Lieutenant  Frost,  on  special  duty,  was 
also  of  material  assistance,  but  in  carrying  out 
some  instructions,  was  accidentally  absent  dur- 
ingthe  engagement 

jEaving  received  no  report  from  General  Buis- 
son  concerning  the  operations  on  his  side  of  the 
river,  I  am  unable  to  refer  to  them  more  par- 
ticularly.        Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  Smith, 
Brtg»dl«r<GeDerml,  oomnuuidtng  Third  Brigade. 


Doa  58. 


OPEEA.TIONS  OF  THE  ARMY  OP  TEN- 
NESSEE. * 

GENERAL  J0BE7H  E.  JOHNSTON'S  ORDER. 

OuoQumM  Abut  c&  Tmwmbm,  ) 
July  17,  ISdi.       ; 
General  Orders  No,  4 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, I "  turn  over  to  General  Hood  the  com- 
mand of  l^e  Army  and  Department  of  Tennessee." 

I  cannot  leave  this  noble  army  without  ez^ 
pressing  my  admiration  of  the  high  military 
qxuJities  it  nas  displayed.  A  long  and  arduous 
campaign  has  made  conspicuous  every  soldierly 
virtue— endurance  of  toils,  obedience  j»  or- 
ders, brilliant  courage.  The  enemy  has  never 
attacked  but  to  be  repulsed  and  severely  pun- 
ished. You,  soldiers,  have  never  argued  but 
from  your  courage,  and  never  counted  your  foes. 

No  longer  yoiur  leader,  I  will  still  watch  your 
career  and  will  rejoice  in  your  victories.  To 
one  and  all  I  offer  assurances  of  my  friendship, 
and  bid  an  affectionate  farewelL 

J.  E.  Johnston, 

G«QertL 

A.  P.  Mason, 

Mijar,  and  A.  A.  O. 

Colonel  B.  S.  Ewbll, 

A.  A.  GeiMral,  Atlsnto,  Qa. 


GENERAL  J.  B.  HOOD'S  ORDER.  * 

HBAOQUACnEBB  ABMT  09  TtStVfSKOL  ) 

"  Ik  OTi  FKiD,"  July  18, 1861.     / 

SoLDiXBs :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  I  assume  command  of  this 
Army  and  Department  I  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedlv 
devolved  upon  me  by  this  position,  and  shall 
bend  all  my  energies  and  employ  all  my  skill  to 
meet  its  requirements.  I  look  with  confidence 
to  your  patriotism  ta  stand  by  me,  and  rely 
upon  your  prowess  to  wrest  your  countnr  from 
the  grasp  of  the  invader,  entitling  yourselves  to 
the  proud  distinction  of  being  oailed  the  deliv- 
erers of  an  oppressed  people. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Hood, 

Gc&eraL 

EiNLOCK  Falconer, 

A.A.A.a 

Colonel  Ewell. 

A.  LOaunL 

general  JOHNSTON'S  OmOIAL  REPORT. 

YnttnuM,  Oa.,  Ooiob«r  SO,  18M.        ' 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  it  was  under  my  command.  Want 
of  the  reports  of  the  Lieutenant-Generals,  for 
which  I  nave  waited  until  now,  prevents  me 
from  beine  circumstantial : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President, 
received  by  telegraph  at  Clinton,  Mississippi. 
December  eighteenth,  1863, 1  assumed  command 
of  the  Aimj  of  Tennessee,  at  Dalton,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  that  month. 

Letters  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  respectively  twenty-third  and  twen- 
tieth of  December,  impressed  upon  me  the  im- 
portance of  soon  commencing  active  operations 
against  the  enemy.  The  relative  forces,  includ- 
ing the  moral  effect  of  the  afiGedr  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  condition  of  artillery  horses,  most  of 
those  of  the  cavahy,  and  want  of  fiela-transpor- 
tation,  made  it  impracticable  to  effect  these 
wishes  of  the  Executive. 

On  the  thirty-^first  of  December  the  effective 
total  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  that  army, 
including  two  brigades  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi,  was  36^26 ;  the  effective 
total  of  the  cavafry,  including  Roddy's  com- 
mand at  Tuscumbia,  was  5,613.  The  Federal 
force  in  our  front,  exclusive  of  cavalry  and  the 
Ninth  and  Twenty-third  corps  at  Knoxville,  was 
estimated  at  80.000. 

The  winter  was  mainly  employed  in  improv- 
ing the  discipline  and  equipment  of  the  army 
and  bringing  back  absentees  to  the  ranks.    Af  ' 
the  end  m  April  more  than  five  thousand  had  . 
rejoined  their  re^ments.  j 

The  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  had 
been  much  reduced  in  condition  by  the  previ- 
ous campaign.  As  full  supplies  of  forage  could 
not  be  furnished  them  at  Dalton,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  about  half  of  each  of  these  arms 
of  servioe  far  to  ^e  rear,  where  the  country 
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could  famish  food.  On  that  account,  Brigadier- 
General  Roddy  waa  ordered,  with  about  three- 
fourths  of  his  troops,  from  Tuscumbia  to  Dal- 
tou,  and  arrived  at  the  end  of  February.  On 
the  second  of  April,  however,  he  was  sent  back 
to  his  former  position  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  January, 
Baldwin's  and  Quarles*  brigades  returned  to 
the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, to  which  they  belonged.  His  Excellency 
Joseph  E.  Brown  added  tt>  the  army  two  regi- 
ments of  State  troops,  which  were  used  to 
guard  the  railroad  bridges  between  Dalton  and 
Atlanta. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  February  the  Presi- 
dent ordered  me,  by  telegraph,  to  detach  Lieu- 
tenant-Gkneral  Hardee,  with  the  in&ntry  of  his 
corps,  except  Stevenson's  division,  to  aid  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk  against  Sherman  in  Missis- 
sippi. This  order  was  obeyed  as  promptly  as 
oiu*  means  of  transportation  permitted. 

The  force  detached  was  probably  exaggerated 
to  Major-General  Thomas — ^for  on  the  twenty- 
third  the  Federal  army  advanced  to  Ringgold — 
on  the  twenty-fourth  drove  in  our  oncosts — 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth  skirmished  at  Mill  Creek 
Grap,  and  in  the  Crow  Valley  east  of  Rocky  Face 
Mountain.  We  were  successful  at  both  places. 
In  the  latter,  Clayton's  brigade,  after  a  sharp 
action  of  half  an  hour,  defeated  double  its  num- 
ber. At  night  it  was  reported  that  a  United 
States  brigade  was  occupying  Dug  Gap,  from 
which  it  had  driven  our  troops.  Granbury's 
Texan  brigade,  returning  from  Mississippi,  had 
just  arrived.  It  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
loot  of  the  mountain  immediately,  and  to  retake 
the  Gap  at  sunrise  next  morning,  which  was 
done. 

In  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  the  enemy 
retired. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February  I  si^gest- 
ed  to  the  Executive  by  letter,  through  (general 
Bragg,  that  all  preparations  for  a  forward  move- 
ment should  be  made  without  further  delay.  In 
a  letter,  dated  fourth  of  March,  General  6ragg 
desired  me  "  to  have  all  tilings  ready  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  for  the  movement 
indicated."  In  replying,  on  the  twelfth,  I  re- 
minded him  that  the  r^ulations  of  the  War 
Department  do  not  leave  such  preparations  to 
commanders  of  troops,  but  to  officers  who  re- 
ceive their  orders  from  Richmond. 

On  the  eighteenth,  a  letter  was  received  from 
(General  Bragg,  sketching  a  plan  of  offensive 
operations,  and  enumerating  the  troops  to  be 
used  in  them  under  me.  I  was  invited  to  ex- 
press my  views  on  the  subject  In  doing  so, 
both  by  telegraph  and  mail,  I  suggested  modifi- 
cations, and  urged  that  the  additional  troops 
named  should  be  sent  inmiediately,  to  enable 
us,  should  the  enemy  advance,  to  beat  him,  and 
then  move  forward  ;  or  should  he  not  advance, 
do  so  ourselves.  General  Bragg  replied  by; 
telegraph,  on  the  twenty-first :  "Your  despatch 
of  nineteenth  does  not  indicate  acceptance  of 
plan  proposed.  Troops  can  only  be  drawn  from 


other  points  for  advance.    Upon  vour  dedaioii 
of  that  point  further  action  must  aepend." 

I  replied,  by  telegraph,  on  the  twenty-second : 
"  In  my  despatch  of  nineteentii,  I  expresdy  ac- 
cept taking  offensive— only  differ  wiUi  you  as 
to  details.  I  assume  that  the  enemy  will  be 
prepared  for  advance  before  we  are,  and  wifl 
make  it,  to  our  advantage.  Therefore  I  pro- 
pose, both  for  offensive  and  defensive,  to  anem- 
ole  our  troops  here  immediately."  This  was  not 
noticed.  Therefore,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  I  again 
urged  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  because  the  enemy  was  collecting  a 
larger  force  than 'that  of  the  last  campaign, 
wlule  ours  was  less  tiian  it  had  been  then. 

On  the  third  of  April  Lieutenant-Colonel  A  E 
Cole  arrived  at  Dalton  to  direct  the  procuring  of 
artillery  horses  and  field-transportation,  to  en- 
able the  army  to  advance. 

On  the  fourth,  under  Orders  32  of  1864,1  ap- 
plied to  the  chief  of  the  conscript  service  mt 
1,000  n^ro  teamsters.    None  were  received. 

On  the  eighth  of  April,  Colonel  B.  &  EweU, 
A.  A.  G.,  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  represent  to 
the  President  my  wish  to  take  the  offensiTe 
with  proper  means,  and  to  learn  his  views.  A 
few  days  after  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  ar- 
rived from  Richmond  to  explain  to  me  the  Prai- 
dent's  wishes  on  that  subject  I  explained  to 
him  the  modification  of  the  plan  communicated 
by  General  Bragg,  which  seemed  to  me  esseotiai 
— which  required  that  the  intended  reinforce- 
ments should  be  sent  to  Dalton.  I  urged  that 
this  should  be  done  without  delay — because 
our  present  force  was  not  sufficient  even  for 
defence-— and  to  enable  us  to  take  the  offenaiTa, 
if  the  enemy  did  not 

On  the  first  of  May  I  reported  the  enemy  about 
to  advance.  On  the  second,  Brigadier-General 
Mercer's  command  arrived,  about  1,400  eflfectiTe 
infantry.  On  the  fourth  I  expressed  myself 
**  satisned"  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  attack 
with  his  united  forces,  and  again  urged  that  a 
part  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  troops  should 
be  put  at  my  disposal.  I  was  informed  by 
General  Bragg  that  orders  to  that  effect  were ' 
given. 

Major-General  Martin,  whose  division  of 
cavaliy,  coming  from  East  Tennessee,  bad  been 
halted  on  the  Etowah  to  recruit  its  horses,  wis 
ordered  with  it  to  observe  the  Oostanaula  fron- 
Resaca  to  Rome,  and  Brigadier-General  KeOy 
was  ordered  with  his  command  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Resaca,  to  report  to  Major-Gen«al 
Wheeler. 

The  effective  artillery  and  infantry  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  after  the  arrival  of  Mercer^ 
brigade,  amounted  to  40,900 ;  the  effective 
cavalry  to  about  4,000.  Major  •General  Sher- 
man's army  was  composed  of  that  uf  MisaioDaiy 
Ridge  (then  80,000)  increased  by  several  re- 
cruits: 6,000  men  under  Hovey,  the  Twentjr- 
Third  (Schofield's)  from  Knoxville,  and  two  divi- 
sions of  the  Sixteenth  from  North  Alabama* 
Major-General  Wheeler  estimated  the  cavalry  ol 
that  army  as  15,000. 
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On  the  fifth  of  May  this  army  was  in  line  be- 
tween Ringgold  and  Tunnel  Hil],and  after  skir- 
mishing on  that  and  the  following  day,  on  the 
seventh  pressed  back  our  advanced  ti'oops  to 
Mill  Creek  Gkip.  On  the  same  daj  Oanty  reached 
Resaca  with  his  brigade,  and  was  halted  there. 
On  the  eighih,  at  4  f.  m.,  a  division  of  Hooker's 
corps  assaulted  Dug  Gap.  which  was  bravely 
held  by  two  regiments  of  Reynolds'  Arkansas 
brigade,  and  Grigsby's  brigade  of  Kentucky 
cavalry  fighting  on  foot,  until  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant4>eneral  Hardee  with  Granburyjs 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  was  put  to  flight  On 
the  ninlh  five  assaults  were  made  ot  Lieutenant* 
General  Hood's  troops  on'  Rocky  Face  Mountain. 
All  were  repulsed.  In  the  afternoon  a  report 
was  received  that  Logan's  and  Dodge's  corps 
were  in  Snake  Greek  Gap.  Three  divisions 
under  Lieutenant-General  Hood  were  ^erefore 
sent  to  Resaca.  On  the  tenth  Lieutenant-Genend 
Hood  reported  the  enemy  retiring.  Srirmish- 
ing  to  our  advantage  continued  all  day  near 
Daiton.  Major-General  Bates  repulsed  a  vigor- 
ous attack  at  night  On  the  eleventh  Brigadier- 
General  Canty  reported  that  the  enemy  was  again 
approaching  Resaca.  Lieutenant-General  Folk 
arrived  in  the  evening  with  Loring's  division, 
and  was  instructed  to  defend  the  place  with 
those  troops  and  Canty's.  The  usual  skirmish- 
ing continued  near  Daiton. 

Kocky  Face  Mountain,  and  Snake  Greek  Gap, 
at  its  south  end,  completely  covered  for  the 
enemy  the  operation  of  binning  Daiton.  On 
the  12th  the  Federal  army,  covered  by  the 
mountain,  moved  by  Snake  Creek  (Jap  towards 
Resaca.  Major-General  Wheeler,  witii  2,200  of 
ours,  attacked  and  defeated  more  than  double 
that  number  of  Fodertd  cavalry  near  YameH's 
Station.  At  night  our  artillery  and  infantry 
marched  for  Resaca.  The  cavalry  foUowed  on  the 
thirteenth.  On  that  day  the  enemy  approaching 
on  tiie  Snake  Creek  Gap  road,  was  checked  by 
Lorine's  troops,  which  gave  time  for  the  forma- 
tion of  Hardee's  and  Hood's  corps,  just  arriving. 
As  the  army  was  formed,  the  left  of  Polk's  corps 
was  on  the  Oostanaula,  and  the  right  of  Hood's 
on  the  Connasauga.  There  was  brisk  skirmish- 
ing during  the  afternoon  ou  Polk's  front  and 
Hardee's  left 
.  On  the  fourteenth  the  enenoy  made  several 
attacks — ^the  most  vigorous  on  Hindman's  divis- 
ion (Hood's  left).  All  were  handsomely  re- 
pulsed. At  six  p.  M.  Hood  advanced  with  Ste- 
venson's and  Stewart's  divisions,  supported  by 
two  of  Walker's  brigades,  driving  the  enemy 
from  his  ground  before  night  He  was  in-, 
structed  to  be  ready  to  continue  the  offensive 
next  morning.  At  nine  p.  m.  I  learned  that 
Lieutenant-General  Polk's  troops  had  lost  &  po- 
sition commanding  our  bridges,  and  received 
from  Major-General  Martin  a  report  that  Federal 
infantry  was  crossing  the  Oostanaula  near  Cal- 
houn, on  a  pontoon  oridge.  The  instructions 
to  Lieutenant^eneral  Hood  were  revoked,  and 
Walker's  division  sent  to  the  point  named  by 
Major-Geneial  Mai  tin. 


On  the  fifteenth  there  was  severe*  skirmish- 
ing on  the  whole  front  Major-General  Walker 
reported  no  movement  near  Calhoun,  Lieuten- 
ant-(}eneral  Hood  was  directed  to  prepare  to 
move  forward,  his  right  leading,  supported  by 
two  brigades  from  Folk's  and  Hardee's  corps. 
When  he  was  about  to  move,  information  came 
from  Major-General  Walker  that  the  Federal 
right  was  crossing  the  river.  To  meet  this 
movement  Lieutenant-Greneral  Hood's  attack 
was  countermanded.  Stewart's  division  not  re- 
ceiving the  order  from  corps  headquarters  in 
time,  attacked  unsuccessfully.  The  armv  was 
ordered  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  that  night,  de- 
stroying the  bridees  behind  it 

On  the  sixteenth  the  enemy  crossed  the  Oos- 
tanaula. Lieutenant-Greneral  Hardee  skirmished 
with  them  successfully  near  Calhoun. 

The  fact  that  a  piui:  of  Polk's  troops  were 
still  in  the  rear,  and  the  great  numerical  superi- 
ority of  the  Federal  army,  made  it  expedient  to 
risk  battle  only  when  the  position  or  some  blun- 
der on  the  part  of  the  enemy  might  give  us 
counterbalancing  advantages.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  fall  back  slow^,  until  circumstances 
should  put  the  chances  of  battle  in  our  favor — 
keeping  so  near  the  United  States  anny  as  to 
prevent  its  sending  reinforcements  to  Grant— 
and  hoping,  by  taking  advantage  of  positions 
and  opportunities,  to  reduce  the  odds  against 
us  by  partial  engagements.  I  also  expected  it  to^ 
be  materially  reduced  before  the  end  of  June, 
by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service  of 
many  of  the  regiments  which  had  not  re-en- 
listed. In  this  way  we  fell  back  to  Cassville,  in 
two  marches.  At  Adairsville,  about  midday 
on  the  seventeenth,  Polk's  cavahy,  under  Bnea- 
adier-G«neral  Jackson,  met  the  army,  and  air- 
dee,  after  severe  skirmishing,  checked  the  ene- 
my. At  this  point,  on  the  eighteenth,  Polk's 
and  Hood's  corps  took  the  direct  road  to  Cass- 
ville— Hardee's  that  by  Kingston.  About  half 
ttie  Federal  army  took  each  road. 

French's  division  having  joined  Polk's  corps 
on  the  eighteenth,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, wnen  half  the  Federal  army  was  near 
Kingston,  the  two  corps  at  Cassville  were  or- 
dered to  advance  against  the  troops  that  had 
followed  them  from  Adairsville — ^Hood's  leadine 
on  the  right  When  this  corps  had  advanced 
some  two  miles,  one  of  his  staff  officers  reported 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hood  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  on  the  Canton  road  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  our  original  position.  He  drew  back 
his  troops  and  formed  them  •across  that  road. 
When  it  was  discovered  that  the  officer  was 
mistaken  the  opportunity  had  passed,  by  the 
near  approach  of  Ihe  two  portions  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  Expecting  to  fee  attacked,  I  drew 
up  the  troops  in  what  seemed  to  me  an  excel- 
lent position — a  bold  ridge  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  Cassville,  with  an  open  valley  before  it 
The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  commenced 
soon  after  tiie  troops  were  formed,  and  contin- 
ued until  night  boon  after  dark  Lieutenant- 
(Jenerals  Polk  and  Hood  together  expressed  to 
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me,  decided^,  tiie  opinion^  fonned  upon  the  ob- 
servation of  the  afternoon,  that  tne  Federal 
artUlery  would  render  their  positions  nnten- 
able  the  next  day,  and  niged  me  to  abandon  the 
eroond  immediately  and  cross  the  Etowah. 
Lieutenant-Gkneral  Hardee,  whose  position  I 
thought  the  weakest,  was  confident  that  he 
oonld  hold  it.  The  otiier  two  officers  were  so 
earnest,  however,  and  so  unwilling  to  depend 
on  the  abiliiy  of  their  corps  to  defend  the 
gronnd,  that  I  yielded,  and  the  army  crossed  the 
Etowah  on  the  twentieth,  a  step  which  I  have 
regretted  ever  since.  Wheeler's  cavalry  was 
puced  in  observation  above  and  Jackson's  be- 
low the  railroad. 

On  Ibe  twenty-second  Major-Gh^enJ  Wheel- 
er was  sent  with  all  his  troops  not  required 
for  observation  to  the  enemy  s  rear,  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  beat  a  brigade  at  Gassville 
and  took  or  bnmed  two  hundred  and  fifty  loaded 
wagons.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was  re- 
ported, by  Jackson's  troops,  moving  down  the 
Etowah,  as  if  to  cross  it  near  StUesboro,  and 
crossing  on  the  twenty-third.  On  the  twenty- 
fourtii  rolk's  and  Hardee's  corps  reached  tbe 
road  from  Stilesboro  to  Atlanta,  a  few  miles 
south  of  Dallas,  and  Hood's  four  miles  from 
New  Hope  Chnrch,  on  the  road  from  Alatoona. 
On  the  twenty-^th  the  enemy  was  found  to  be 
intrenched  near  and  east  of  Dallas.  Hood's 
corps  was  placed  with  its  centre  at  New  Hope 
Church,  and  Polk's  and  Hardee's  ordered  be- 
tween it  and  the  Atlanta  road,  which  Har- 
dee's left  was  to  cover.  An  hour  before  sun- 
set Stewart's  division  was  fiercely  attacked  by 
Hooker's  corps,  which  it  repulsed  after  a  hot 
engagement  of  two  hours.  Skirmishing  was 
kept  up  on  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-sev- 
enth. At  half-past  five  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  Howard's  corps  assailed  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, and  was  driven  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. In  these  two  actions  our  troops  were  not 
intrenched.  Our  loss  in  each  was  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  the  enemy's  dead,  except  those 
borne  off,  were  counted — six  hundred.  We 
therefore  estimated  their  whole  loss  at  three 
thousand  at  least.  It  was  probably  greater  on 
the  twenty-fifth,  as  we  had  a  larger  force  en- 
gaged then,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  usual  skirmishing  was  kept  up  on  the 
twenty-eighth.  Lieutenant-General  Hood  was 
instructed  to  put  his  corps  in  position  during 
the  night  to  attack  the  enemy's  left  flank  at 
dawn  next  morqing,  the  rest  of  the  army  to 
join  in  the  action  successively  from  right  to 
left 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Lieutenant-General  Hood, 
finding  the  Federal  left  covered  by  a  division 
which  had  intrenched  itself  in  the  night,  thought 
it  inexpedient  to  attack — so  reported  and 
asked  for  instructions.  As  the  resulting  delay 
made  the  attack  inexpedient,  even  if  it  had  not 
been  so  before,  by  preventing  the  surprise, 
upon  which  success  in  a  great  degree  depended, 
he  was  recalled. 


SkirmiBhing  continued  until  the  fourth  of 
June— the  enemy  gradually  extending  his  in- 
trenched line  toward  the  railroad  at  Acwurth. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  army  was 
fonned,  with  its  left  at  Lost  Mountain,  its  cen- 
tre near  Oilgath  Church,  and  its  right  li^r 
the  railroad.  On  the  seventh  the  right,  cov- 
ered by  Noonday  Creek,  was  extended  acro€« 
the  Marietta  and  Acworth  road.  The  enemy 
approached  under  cover  of  successive  lines  of 
intrenchments.  There  was  brisk  and  incessant 
stemiebing  until  the  eighteenth.  On  the  four- 
teenth the  brave  Lieutenant^eneral  Polk,  dis- 
tinguished in  every  battle  in  which  this  army 
had  fought,  fell  by  a  camion  shot  at  an  advanc^ 
post.  Major-General  Loring  succeeded  to  the 
command,  which  he  held  until  the  seventh  of 
July  with  great  efficiency. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  a  letter  from  Governor 
Brown  informed  me  that  he  had  organized  a  di- 
vision of  infantry  and  placed  it  under  my  or- 
ders. These  troops,  when  ready  for  service, 
under  Major-Gleneral  G.  W.  Smith,  were  em- 
ployed to  defend  the  crossing  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Atlanta  by 
the  Federal  Cavahy. 

On  the  nineteenth  a  new  line  was  taken  by 
the  army — ^Hood's  corps  with  its  right  on  th« 
Marietta  and  Canton  road,  I^rin^'s  on  the  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain,  and  Hardee's  with  its  left  ex- 
tending across  tne  Lost  Mountain  and  Marietta 
road.  The  enemy  approached,  as  usual,  under 
cover  of  successive  lines  of  intrenchments.  In 
this  position  there  was  incessant  fighting  and 
skirmishing  until  July  third — the  enemy  CTadu> 
ally  extending  his  intrenched  right  towajra  At- 
lanta. On  tiie  twentieth  of  June,  Wheeler,  with 
eleven  hundred  men,  routed  (Garrard's  division 
of  Federal  cavalry  on  our  right  On  the  twenty- 
first  Hood's  corps  was  transferred  from  right  to 
left,  Wheeler's  cavalry  takine  charge  of  the  po- 
sition which  it  left  On  tne  twenty-second 
Lieutenant-General  Hood  reported  that  Husd- 
man's  and  Stevenson's  divisions  of  his  corps 
being  attacked,  drove  back  the  enemy,  taking  a 
line  of  his  breastworks,  but  were  compelled  to 
withdraw  by  the  fire  of  fortified  artillery.  In 
the  twenty-fourth  Hardee's  skirmishers  repubed 
a  line  of  battle,  as  did  Stevenson's,  of  Hood's 
corps,  on  the  twenty-fifth. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  after  a  furious  cut' 
nonade  of  several  hours,  the  enemy  made  a  gen- 
eral advance,  but  was  everywhere  repulsed  wi& 
heavy  loss.  The  assaults  were  most  vigorooi 
on  Cheatham's  and  Clebra-ne's  divisions  oi  Har- 
dee's corps  and  French's  and  Peatherstone's  of 
Loring's.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reportB 
that  Cneatham's  division  lost  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  the 
enemy  opposed  to  it,  by  the  statement  of  a  staff 
officer  subsequentiy  captured,  two  thousand; 
the  loss  of  Cleburne's  division,  eleven ;  that  of 
the  enemy  in  his  front,  one  tiiousand.  Major- 
General  Loring  reported  two  hundred  aad 
thirty-six  of  his  corps  killed,  wounded, and  miifr' 
ing ;  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own 
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matea,  at  between  two  thousand  fire  hun- 
d  and  three  thoaaand.  which  he  thinka  very 

hi  the  firat  of  July  Major-General  Smith*B 
ision  waa  ordered  to  aapport  the  cavaby  on 

left.  Their  effective  total  waa  about  one 
usand  five  hundred.  On  the  second,  the 
my 's  right  being  nearer  to  Atlanta  bv  sevcoral 
es  than  our  letl»  the  arn^  fell  back  during 

night  to  Smyrna  Ghuroh.  On  the  fourth, 
jor-General  Smith  reported  that  he  ^ould  be 
apelled  to  withdraw  on  the  morning  of  the 
h  to  the  Hne  of  intrenohments  covering  the 
Iroad  bridge  and  Turner's  Ferry.  The  aimy 
B  therefore  ordered  to  retire  at  the  aame 
le  to  that  line  to  secure  our  bridgea.  The 
ialry  croeaed  the  Chattahoochee,  Wheeler 
serving  it  for  some  twenty  miles  above,  and 
;ksoii  as  &r  below.  The  enemy  advanced  aa 
oal,  covered  by  intrenchments.  Skirmishing 
Q  tinned  until  the  ninth.  Our  icdhntry  and 
illery  were  brought  lo  the  south-east  side  of 
3  river  that  night,  because  two  Federal  corps 
d  croaaed  it  above  Powera'  Ferry  on  toe 
^hth,  and  intrenched.  Lieutenant-general 
ewart  took  command  of  his  corps  on  the 
venth. 

The  character  of  Peachtree  Greek,  and  the 
imeroua  forda  in  the  Chattahoochee  above  its 
oath,  prevented  my  attempting  to  defend  that 
irt  of  the  river.  The  broad  and  muddy  chan- 
)\  of  the  creek  would  have  separated  we  two 
irts  of  the  army.  It,  and  the  river  below  its 
outh,  were  therefore  taken  aa  our  line.  A 
>8ition  on  the  high  ground  south  of  the  creek 
as  selected  for  the  army,  from  whidi  to  attack 
le  enemy  while  creasing.  The  engineer  offi- 
^rs,  with  a  laree  force  of  negroes,  were  set  to 
ork  to  strengdien  the  fortificationa  of  Atlimta, 
id  mount  on  them  seven  heavy  rifles  borrowed 
om  Major-General  Maury.  The  Chief-Engineer 
as  instructed  to  devote  his  attention,  fist,  to 
le  works  between  the  Afarietta  and  Decatur 
)ada ;  to  put  them  in  auch  condition  that  they 
light  be  held  by  Stats  troops,  so  that  the  army 
iight  attack  die  enemy  in  flank  when  he 
pproached  the  town :  thia  in  the  event  that  we 
bould  be  unsuccessftd  in  attac^ng  the  Federal 
rmy  in  its  passage  of  Peachtree  Qreek. 

After  the  armies  were  separated  by  the  Qiat- 
fthoochee,  skirmishing  became  less  severe.  On 
he  fourteenth  a  division  of  Fed^al  cavalry 
roesed  the  river  by  Moore's  Bridge,  near  New- 
an,  but  waa  driven  back  by  Armatrong's  bri- 
;ade,  sent  by  Brigadier-Gkneral  Jackson  to  meet 
t  On  the  fifteenth  Governor  Brown  informed 
ae  orally  that  he  hoped  to  reinforce  the  army 
)efore  the  end  of  the  month  with  near  ten  thou- 
;and  State  troops. 

On  the  seventeenth  tiie  main  body  of  the 
""ederal  army  croeaed  tlie  Chattahoochee  be- 
^een  Roswell  and  Powera'  Ferry.  At  ten  o'clock 
^  M.,  while  I  waa  giving  LieutenantGolonel 
Prestman,  Chief  Engineer,  instructions  in  regard 
:o  his  work  of  the  next  day  on  the  fortifications 
Df  Atlanta,  a  telegram  was  received  from  Gen- 
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ersl  Cooper,  informmg  me,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  aa  I  had  &iled  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  tiie  enemy  to  the  vicinity  of 
Atlanta,  and  exiHressed  no  confidence  that  I 
could  defeat  or  repel  him,  I  was  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Department  of 
Tennessee,  which  would  be  immediately  turned 
over  to  General  Hood.  Thia  waa  done  at  once. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  enemy 
waa  reported  to  be  advancing,  and  at  General 
Hood's  request  I  continued  to  give  orders  until 
afternoon,  placing  the  troona  in  the  poaition 
selected  near  Peachtree  CreeK. 

hi  transferring  the  command  to  General  Hood, 
I  explained  my  plana  to  huu :  First :  to  attack 
the  Federal  army  while  crossing  Peachtree 
Creek.  If  we  were  suooessful,  great  results 
might  be  hoped  for,  aa  the  enemy  would  have 
bou  the  creek  and  the  river  to  intercept  hia  re- 
treat Second :  if  unaucoessful,  to  keep  back 
the  enemy  by  intrenching^  to  give  time  for  the 
assembling  of  the  State  troops  promised  by 
Governor  Brown,  to  garrison  Atlanta  with  those 
troops,  and  when  the  Federal  aimy  approached 
the  town,  attack  it  on  its  most  eiposed  flank 
with  all  the  Confederate  troops. 

These  troops,  who  had  been  for  seventy-four 
days  in  the  immediate  preaenoe  of  the  enemy, 
laboring  and  fighting .  daily,  enduring  toil,  ex- 
posure, and  danger  with  equal  oheerfulneea, 
more  confident  and  high-spirited  than  when  the 
Federal  army  presented  itself  near  Dalton,  were 
then  inferior  to  none  who  ever  served  the  Con* 
federacy. 

Under  the  excellent  administration  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mackall,  Chief  of  Staff",  the  troops 
were  well  equipped,  and  abundantly  supplied* 
The  draught  animals  of  the  artillery  and  Quarter- 
master's Department  were  in  better  condition 
on  the  eighteenth  of  July  than  on  the  fifth  of 
May.  We  lost  no  material  in  the  retreat,  except 
the  four  field-pieces  mentioned  in  the  accompa- 
nying report  of  General  Hood. 

I  commenced  the  campaign  with  General 
Bragg's  Army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  with  one 
bri«^e  added  (Mercer^s),  and  two  taken  away 
(BflIdwin*B  and  QuarlesJ.  That  opposed  to  ua 
was  Grant's  army  of  Missionary  Ri(^,  then  es- 
timated at  eighty  thousand  by  our  principal 
officers,  iocreaaed,  aa  I  have  stated,  by  two 
corps,  a  division,  and  several  thousand  recruits 
— ^in  all,  at  least  thirty  thousand  men.  The  cav- 
alry of  that  army  was  estimated  by  M%jor- 
General  Wheeler  at  fifteen  thousand. 

The  reinforcements  which  joined  our  amnr 
amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  infantry  and  artil- 
leny,  and  four  thousand  cavalry.  Our  scouts 
reported  much  greater  numbers  joinifig  the 
United  States  army--garrisoBsand  bridee-guards 
firom  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  relieved  bv  "  one- 
hundred  days'  men,"  and  the  Seventeenth  corps 
with  two  thousand  cavalry. 

The  lose  of  our  in£uitry  and  artillery  from  the 
fifth  of  M^y  had  been  about  ten  thousand  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  from  all  ouier  causes— mainly  slighJ 
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BickDeBS  produoed  by  hoavj  odd  rains,  which 
prevailed  in  the  latter  half  of  June.  These  and 
the  slightly  wounded  were  beginmng  to  rejoin 
their  regiments.  For  want  of  reports  I  am  un- 
able to  give  the  loss  or  the  services  of  the 
cavalnr,  which  was  less  nnder  my  ^y^  than  the 
rest  of  the  army.  Its  effoctive  strenglii  was  in- 
areased  by  aboat  two  thousand  dnring  the  oam- 
paign. 

The  effeotive  force  transfbrred  to  General 
Hood  was  abont  forty-one  thousand  in&mtry  and 
artillary  and  ten  thousand  cavalry. 

According  to  the  opioions  of  our  most  eigpe- 
rienced  oiBcm.  daily  reports  (d  prisoners,  and 
statements  of  Northern  papers,  me  enemy's  loss 
in  action  could  not  have  been  less  than  five 
times  as  great  as  ours.  In  tiie  oases  in  which 
we  had  uie  means  of  estimating  it,  it  ranged 
from  seventy  to  one  to  ninety  to  one,  ooinpared  to 
ours,  and  averaged  thirteen  to  one.  fee  Fed- 
eral prisoners  conouired  in  saying  that  their 
heaviest  loss  occurred  in  the  dail^  attacks  made 
in  line  of  battle  upon  our  skirmi^ers  in  their 
rifle^its.  Whether  they  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing our  (ddrmishers  or  not,  ikeir  loss  was  heavy 
and  otirs  almost  nothing. 

At  Dalton  ths  great  numerical  superiority  of 
tlie  enen^  made  the  chances  of  battle  much 
against  us,  and  sven  if  baaten,  they  had  a  safe 
refuse  behind  the  fortified  pass  cf  Ringgold, 
and  in  the  fortress  of  Chattanooga.  Our  rerage, 
in  case  of  defeat,  was  in  Adanta,  one  hundred 
miles  off,  with  three  rivers  intervening.  There- 
fore, victof)r  for  us  could  not  have  been  deci- 
sive, while  defeat  would  have  been  utterly  dis- 
astrous. Between  Dalton  and  the  Chattahoo- 
chee we  could  have  given  battle  only  b^  attack- 
ing the  enemy  intrenched,  or  so  near  mtrench- 
ments  that  the  only  result  (^  success  to  us 
would  have  been  his  Ming  back  into  tliem. 
While  defeat  would  have  been  our  ruin. 

In  the  course  pursued,  our  troops  always  fight- 
ing under  cover,  had  very  trifling  losses  com- 
pared with  those  they  inflicted,  so  that  the 
enemy's  numerical  superiority  was  reduced  daily 
and  rapidly,  and  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected to  cope  with  the  Federal  army  on  equal 
ground  by  the  tame  the  Chattahoochee  was 
passed.  Defeat  on  this  side  of  that  river  woiuld 
nave  been  its  destruction.  We,  if  beaten,  had 
a  place  of  refuge  in  Atlanta— too  strong  to  be 
assaidted,  and  too  extensive  to  be  invited.  I 
had  also  hoped  that  by  the  breaking  of  the  rail- 
road in  its  rear  the  Federal  army  might  be  com- 
pelled to  attack  us  i^  a  position  of  our  own 
choosing,  or  to  a  retreat  easily  converted  into 
rout  After  we  crossed  the  Etowah  five  de- 
tachments of  oavafay  were  sueoessively  sent 
with  instruotioDS  to  destroy  as  much  as  they 
could  of  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  the 
Etowah.  All  failed-— because  too  weak.  We 
could  never  spare  a  sufficient  body  of  cavalry 
for  this  service,  as  its  assistance  was  absolutely 
necessarv  in  the  defence  oi  every  position  we 
occupied.  Captain  Harvey,  an  officer  of  great 
courage  and  sagacity,  was  dietaohed  on  this  ser- 


vice with  one  hundred  men  on  the  derenlh  of 
June,  and  remained  for  several  weeks  near  the 
railroad,  frequently  interrupting,  altiiougli  not 
strong  ^aough  to  prevent  its  use.    Early  in  die 
campaign,  the  statements  oi  die  strength  of  the 
cavsOry  In  the  Department  <3i  Mississippi  and 
East  Iiouisiana,  given  me  by  lieutenant-Geoeral 
Po|k,  just  from  the  command  of  that  deput- 
ment,  and  my  telegraphic  oorreepondeuce  with 
his  successor,  Lieutenant-Oeneral  8.  D.   Lee, 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  a  c(»npetent  force 
could  be  sent  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  to 
prevent  the  use  of  the  railroad  by  the  United 
States  armv.    I  therefore  suggested  it  to  ttie 
president  direcfly  on  the  thirteenth  June  and 
sixteenth  July,  and  through  Q^ieral  Bragg  on 
the  third,  twelfth,  thirteentii,   uteenth,  and 
twenty-sixth  June,  and  also  to  lieutenantCtene- 
zal  Lee  on  the  tenth  May  and  third,  elev^itk,  and 
sixteenth  June.    I  did  so  in  tiie  belief  that  this 
cavalry  would  serve  the  Confederacy  better  by 
insuring  the  defeat  of  Major-General  Shennan'i 
army,  than  by  repelling  a  raid  in  MississippL 

Besides  the  causes  of  my  removal  alleged  ia 
the  telegram  announcing  it,  various  other  accusa- 
tions have  been  made  against  me,  some  pub- 
lished in  newspapers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ap> 
pear  to  have  official  authori^,  and  others  circu- 
lated oraUv  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  im- 
puted to  Cfeneral  Bnigg, 

The  principal  are : 

That  I  persistently  disregarded  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  president 

That  I  would  not  fight  the  enemy. 

That  I  refused  to  defend  Atianta. 

That  I  refused  to  communicate  with  Genend 
Bragg,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  tiis 
army. 

That  I  disregarded  his  entreaties  to  change 
my  course  and  attack  the  enemy. 

And  gross  exaggerations  of  &e  losses  of  the 
army. 

I  had  not  the  advantage  of  recdvfng  the  pres- 
ident's instructions  in  relation  to  the  mamMr 
of  conducting  the  campaign,  but  as  the  ooadnct 
of  my  predecessor  in  retroatins;  before  odds  ksa 
than  those  oonfronting  me  had  apparently  been 
approved,  and  as  Gleneral  Lee  in  keeping  on  the 
defensive,  and  retreating  towards  Qrants  ob- 
jective point,  under  circumstances  like  mine, 
was  adding  ts  his  great  fame,  both  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  administration  and  people,  I  aim- 
Fosed  that  my  course  would  not  be  censured, 
believed  then  as  I  do  now,  that  it  was  the  only 
one  at  my  command  which  promised  ssocees. 

I  think  that  the  foregoing  narrative  shows 
that  the  Army  of  Tennessee  did  fight,  and  with 
at  least  as  much  effect,  as  it  had  ever  done  before. 

The  proo£3  that  I  intended  to  hold  Atlanta 
are,  tiie  f3BU>t  that  under  my  orders  the  work  of 
strengthening  ito  defences  was  going  on  vigor- 
ouidy,  the  communication  on  the  subject  made 
by  me  to  General  Hood,  and  the  fact  that  my 
family  was  in  the  town.  That  tiie  public  work- 
shops were  removed  and  no  large  supplies  de- 
posited in  the  town,  as  alleged  by  General 
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Bragg,  wo^  measvreB  of  commoB  prndeBoe,  and 
no  more  indicated  ah  intuition  to  abandon  the 
place,  than  tiie  sendinc  the  wagons  of  an  anny 
to  the  rear  on  a  d»r  of  battle  proves  a  foregone 
determination  to  abandon  the  field. 

While  Greneral  Bragg  was  it  Atfanta,  abovt 
the  middle  of  July,  we  had  no  Other  oonveraa- 
tioQ  oonoeming  the  armj  there,  tiiaa  snoh  as 
I  introdnoed.  He  ai^ed  me  Questions  regard- 
ing its  operations  past  or  fatnre — made  no 
comments  iroon  tiiem,  nor  any  snggescions, 
and  bad  not  me  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that 
Atlanta  would  not  be  defended.  He  told  me 
that  the  object  of  his  joumer  was  to  confer  with 
Lientenant-G^neral  Lee,  and  communicata  with 
Qeneral  B.  EL  Smith,  in  relation  to  reinforce- 
ments for  ma.  He  talked  much  more  of  affeurs 
in  Virginia  than  Oeorgta,  asserting,  what  I 
believed,  that  Shennsrrs  army  outnumbered 
Grant's,  and  impressed  me  with  the  belief  that 
his  visits  to  me  were  unofficial. 

A  brief  report  by  General  Hood  as  lieuten- 
ant-General,  accompanies  this. 
Most  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant. 

J.  £.  Johnston, 

QcaoraL 


Doa  59. 


THE  AFFAIB  AT  PEINOETON,  VA. 

BEPOST  OF  BMQAIgBi^BCEIUL  HUMPHRET  MARSH AU.. 

Cmip  nLAB  JnmuoKTiLUi,  Ya.,  \ 
May  28, 1802.        / 

R,  E.  Lee^  Oomnumding^  (tc,  Richmond: 

Gbnual  t  In  my  last  letter  I  advised  you  that 
the  opp<»tune  return  of  Brigadier-Generameth 
with  nis  force  to  Dublin  depot  rendered  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  proceed  in  that  direction. 
But  I  ventured  to  suggest  to  that  officer  that  a 
lateral  movement,  by  me,  cutting  tiie  line  of  the 
enemy's  conmiunieation  at  Princeton,  might  as- 
sist him  materiallj  in  clearing  the  country  of 
the  column  which  was  endeavoring  to  penetrate 
to  the  railroad.  Greneral  Heth  approving  the 
idea,  I  moved  my  whole  force  at  once,  via  Salt- 
TiUe.  towards  this  place,  arriving  here  on  the 
twelfth  inst  1  took  the  responsibility  of  order- 
ing to  tiie  field  some  skeleton  companies,  just 
recruited,  and  intended  to  form  part  of  a  new 
regiment,  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  Secre- 
ta^  of  War,  of  ninth  ^pril,  issued  to  Major 
McMabon,  fonnwly  General  Flovd's  Aidende- 
camp.    This  corps,  composed  -of  seven  com- 

Ciee,  so  called,  did  not  number  more  than  four 
idred  men,  and  none  of  them  were  trained  at 
alL  Under  my  order,  they  elected  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  for  the  time,  only  to  lead  them  on  this 
expedition.  I  also  took  the  responsibility  of 
placing  in  their  hands  the  old  muskets  turned 
m  to  General  Dimmock  by  Colonel  Trigg,  which 
I  found  at  Abingdon.  I  left  Abingdon  with  a 
force  composed  of  the  54tb  Virginia,  six  hundred 
men ;  the  29th  Virginia,  four  hundred  and  twenty 


men  |four  companies,  wh<^y  recruits,  three 
raisea  by  me  this  spring,  and  one  l^r  Lieutenant 
March) ;  t^e  6th  Kentucky,  five  hundred  men  ; 
Duntrs  battalion  of  recruits,  four  hundred  men  ; 
Bradley's  Mounted  Kentucky  Rifles,  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men — making  an  aggre- 

Sate  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
ve  men,  to  which,  add  Jefifree's  battery  of  six 
pieoes,  manned  far  recruits  almost  entirely. 

Qeneral  He^  desired  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two 
to  reorganise  the  companiea  in  Floyd's  brigade, 
which  were  under  his  command.  Having  de- 
fl^tched  couriers  to  Colonel  Wharton,  directing 
hmi  to  meet  me  in  Princeton,  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth,  by  advancing  from  Rocky  Gap  ; 
and,' having  informed  General  Heth  (who  was 
in  position  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  creek),  that  he 
should  attack  the  enemy  at  tlie  mouth  of  East 
river,  on  the  nominif  of  the  seventeenth,  I  put 
my  column  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  and 
reached  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth. 
My  advance  was  unexpected  by  Brigadier- 
General  Cox,  who  had  tus  headquarters  and 
body-guard  at  Princeton  at  the  time^  with  a 
force  variously  estimated  at  from  five  hundred 
to  twelve  hundred  men — ^the  former  probably 
nearer  the  truth  than  the  latter.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  were  encountered  by  my  advance 
guard  about  four  miles  from  Princeton,  and  a 
skirmish  continued  from  that  place,  through  the 
woodlands  and  brushwood,  to  a  point  something 
over  one  mile  from  the  Court  House.  This 
skirmish  was  conducted  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
from  which  I  lost  Captain  Leonidas  Elliott,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  (since  dead)  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  while  bravely  beating  tiie  ene- 
my Imck.  In  this  skirmish  the  enemy  lost  some 
sixteen  or  twenty,  who  were  left  on  the  field. 
We  had  only  four  wounded,  including  Captain 
Elliott  None  killed.  1  directed  Colonel  Trige 
to  move  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  and 
take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  so  to  press  on  to 
Princeton.  Ajrriving  at  the  hill  (subsequently 
occvpied  by  me),  from  which  the  land  drops 
into  the  level  vale,  in  which  Princeton  stands,  a 
halt  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Williams, 
and  a  line  of  battle  formed,  with  a  view  of 
bringinj^  up  the  artilleiy  to  shell  the  town  from 
that  point  I  thought  it  best  to  take  the  place 
by  small  arms,  and,  though  daylight  was  now 
nearly  gone,  I  ordered  the  battsdions  forward — 
Trigg  leading  to  the  right,  May  next,  Moore's 
and  Bradley's  men  next,  so  as  ti  move  on  the 
place  through  the  meadows  and  by  the  road  we 
bad  traveled.  In  half  an  hour  a  sharp,  hot  fire 
on  the  right,  announced  (Dolonel  Tri^  in  contact 
with  the  enemy.  Fire,  from  a  regiment,  is  sel- 
dom more  stMidy  than  this  I  refer  to.  Succeeded 
by  a  general  shotit,  and  then  by  absolute  silence, 
which  lasted  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  before  I 
received  any  message  from  the  troops  in  front, 
really  I  did  not  know  but  that  we  had  met  a 
check,  and  that  regimental  commanders  were 
arranging  for  a  new  assault  As  everything  had 
to  be  leu  to  them,  under  such  circumstances,  1 
waited  about  half  a  mile  from  town,  placing  my 
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battery  in  position  at  ooce,  to  command  the 
town  and  o«r  road.  I  supported  the  battery 
with  Dunn's  battalion.  After  a  while  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  had  fled  before  us,  leav- 
ing his  tents,  clothes/swords,  officers'  uniforms, 
and  even  the  lights  burning  in  his  tents. 

It  is  probable  had  we  not  halted  before  night- 
fall, we  might  have  captured  many  prisoners, 
possibly  the  GFeneral  himself;  for  I  was  in- 
formed he  did  not  leave  town  until  twilight 
But  none  of  us  could  foresee,  and  so  ftur  as  I 
know,  every  one  acted  for  the  best  The  regi- 
ment went  in  with  hearty  good  witt  and 
promptly.  Major  Bradley  lost  one  of  his  men, 
Weeaen,  of  Ha]laday*s  company.  Trigg  had 
some  six  men  wounded,  one  of  wliom,  private 
Carter,  of  Company  I,  wjas  mortally  wounded. 
So  the  town  of  Irinceton  fell  into  mv  hands 
about  ten  p.  m .,  on  &e  sixteenth  of  May ;  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  communications  wilii  Ra- 
leigh was  cut,  and  ihe  headquarters  of  the 
"fanawa  division"  was  abruptly  stampeded. 
A  mass  of  correspondence  fell  into  my  nands. 
Letters  and  orders,  dated  from  the  tenth  down 
to  the  sixteenth  of  May — foUy  disclose  the  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy  and  his  strength.  I  send 
you  several  of  these  for  your  perusal  I  learned 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  two  laments, 
about  nine  hundred  men  each,  had  passed 
through  town  toward  East  River,  and  that  two 
regiments  bad  been  expected  to  arrive  at  eight 
p.  M.,  from  Raleigh,  the  very  evening  I  came.  I 
had  a  knowledge  that  one  or  more  regiments 
had  passed  on  to  the  mouth  of  East  River  by  the 
road  from  Dunlajj,  without  coming  through 
Princeton.  Combining  the  information  I  had 
from  the  letters  captured  with  the  news  I  re- 
ceived from  the  people  in  Princeton,  I  learned 
that  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  at  least  four 
regiments,  of  which  General  Helh  had  no 
knowledge. 

My  own  position  had  suddenly  become  very 
critical  I  had  only  heard  from  Colonel  ffhar- 
ton  that  he  had  not  passed  East  River  Moun- 
tain on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth.  He  had 
not  arrived  at  Princeton  on  the  m'ght  of  the  six- 
teenth, as  I  had  directed  and  desired.  I  did 
not  know  the  direction  in  which  General  Cox 
had  retired,  whether  to  East  River  or  Raleigh ; 
but  whether  in  the  one  or  the  other  direction,  I 
had  no  assurance  but  that  the  morrow  would 
find  me  stru^ling  with  my  force,  more  than 
half  of  whom  were  undrilled  recruits,  against 
largely  superior  numbers  of  weU-trained  troops, 
of  every  arm.  Casting  about  as  well  as  I  could 
at  night,  to  catch  an  idea  of  the  topography,  1 
found  that  the  ruins  of  Princeton  occupy  a 
knon  in  ihe  centre  on  some  open  level  meadows, 
entirely  surrounded  by  woodlands,  with  thick 
undergrowth,  which  fringe  the  oj>en  erounds, 
and  that  through  the  entire  circuit  about  ^e 
town,  the  centeal  position  at  the  court  house 
can  be  commanded  by  the  Enfield  rifle.  Roads 
lead  in  through  these  woods  in  several  direc- 
tions. My  men  had  marched  nineteen  miles 
during  the  day,  had  slept  none,  and  were  scat- 


tered flonong  tito  keoflat  and  tents  to  discover 
what  had  been  left  of  tbe  eneBiT.    I  at  onoe  de- 
tarmiBed  to  withdraw,  from  w  ruina  before 
dawn,  and  to  take  positioo  within  range  of  the 
town  site  so  as  to  oover  the  road  hj  wiackx  I 
entM^.    I^is  I  effacted,  Ihe  dawn  findiD^  me 
hi  the  act  ei  eompletiog  the  opeiatioiL     Mj 
Ibroe  was  marehed  from  the  towB.    Afiter  dB.y- 
light  I  reoeaved  a  deepatoh  from  Ookmel  Whar- 
ton, dated   the  sixteenth,  at  tiie  Groae^xMde, 
deven  mileafrom  Princeton,  promising  to  oome  to 
town  by  nine  a.  k.,  on  tiie  seventeenth.   Belbre 
he  arrived  the  enemy  had  re-entered  the  town,  a 
force  I  could  not  estimate,  but*whioh  was  pro- 
vided with  artillery,  and  dispkred  more  mm 
two  full  reeiments.    Colonel  WWton  arrived 
in  the  neighborhood  by  the  road  leading  in  ttom 
the  Oroa»€fmdB,  a  little  after  nine  a.  m.    The 
enemy  was  at  ^e  time  throwiiig  forward  his 
skirmishfirs,  to  dispvte  with  aitne  the  woods 
and  points  overhanging  the  road,  i^iich  led  m 
from  the  Gross-roads  to  Princeton,  which  road 
ran  nearlv  parallel  to  the  one  by  which  I  had 
advanced.    I  had  written  to  Colonel  Wharton 
to  press  on,  and  he  would  have  the  enem^  in 
flank.  "Hie  Colonel  opened  with  his  single  piece 
of  artillery,  a  little  after  nine,  upon  my  right, 
and  the  batteries  in  town  and  at  my  position  at 
once  opened  upon  each  oiher  at  long  rai^pe. 
Colonel  Wharton  soon  came  to  me  to  report  his 
position  and  force.    The  force  was  about  eight 
hundred  men.    My  estimate  is,  I  now  had  some 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  of  whom  one- 
half  were  raw  recruits.    A  regiment  of  the  ene- 
my coming  down  from  the  du-ection  of  Cross- 
r(Mbds  to  mnceton,  about  this  time,  appeared  in 
the  rear  of  Colonel  Whai'ton's  command,  and 
werg  attacked  by  it  furiously.    The  stni^gle 
lasted  but  a  short  time.    The  havoc  In  the  es^t- 
my's  ranks  was  terrible.    Colonel  Wharton  re- 
ports to  me  two  hundred  and  eleven  as  tiie  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy.    I  understand  that 
more  than  eighty  bodies  were  buried  on  the 
field.    The  enemy  appeared  with  a  flag  of  tmoe, 
asking  to  bmry  their  dead,  and  to  remove  their 
wounded.    I  refused,  but  hearing,  after  about 
an  hour,  that  some  officer  bad  oDowed  it,  and 
that  the  enemv  were  engaged  in  burying,  I  di- 
rected Brigaaier-Genend  Wilhams   to  peiHiit 
the  ambulances  of  the  enemy  to  paaa  along  nay 
right  for  tiie  purpose  of  eanying   away  the 
wounded  also.    Th^e  was  no  frirther  battle.    I 
waited  for  news  from  Brigadier-Creneral  Heth,  or     4 
to  learn  of  his  apjMroach  to  Princeton,  as  the  sig- 
nal for  a  general  engagement  witii  tiie  enemy. 
If  Brieadier-GenenJ  Heth  had  successfully  at- 
tacked at  tiie  mouth  of  East  River  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  requested  to  do,  he  might  be  hourly  ex- 
pected to  communicate  his  approadi  to  Prince- 
ton by  his  oourifflv  or  his  artulery.    If  he  had 
not  attacked,  but  was  stifi  at  ti^e  mouth  of  Wolf 
Oeek,  it  would  be  imnrudent  in  me  toassul  the 
enemy,  for  the  probability  waa  strong  tiiathe 
would  hasard  the  assault  himself  i^iainst  say 
position,  attempting  to  beat  me,  whus  he  pie- 
served  his  front  against  Heth. 
J£  Qeneral  Heth  could  by  means  of  mj  diver- 
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1,  get   throQgb  fJie  "iiarrowg  of  New  River, 
forces  sbotdd  join  ^e  nig'bt  of  tiie  MTen* 
nll\,  «nd  then,  combined,  we  oonld  fighl  on 
eiglite«ni]i  tbe  whoto  force  of  Die  enemy, 
I,  ir  sisooesefnl,  ootAd  pnrstie  hie  vAoooMed 
umti   to  Raleigh,  bnm  his  etoies,  una  prees 
-   ad  vakntage  as  far  m  we  deelred.    This  ww 
reasoning.    I  wovld  ilot  moTO  man  ^e 
nrn   in   the  erening  of  Hie  seTenleeirai ;  &«t, 
c^use  the  result  would  then  be  proUeiMfcioal, 
d    that   problem  wonld  likely  be  ft^yorabfy 
Ived    on  tiie  arrival  of  General  fietfa's  oom- 
i,nd.      A  grand  resnlt  woidd  tiien  be  easily 
(tained.     Had  I  attacked  nnder  the  oironm- 
Qtnces,  and  bad  I  fafled,  nolftiing  oonld  have 
lielded  me  from  condemnation  as  a  rash  officer, 
^o  perilled  all  and  lost  all,  when  a  few  more 
JUTS  ^^onld  have  doubled  bis  force.    I  oonft* 
3Titly  eicpected  at  nightfiEkfl  on  the  seventeenth, 
lat  ihe  enemy,  in  superior  force,  woidd  attach 
le  in  the  morning,  or  ^at  a  jnticlion  with  €ton- 
ral  Heth  wonld  enable  me  to  attach  his  whole 
Dree,     which    was    apparently    concentrated 
round  Princeton.    He  was  in  plain  view  mider 
ly  glass — his  wagons  deliberately  parked,  his 
egiments  exercising,  and  all  the  appearances 
^iven  which  indicate  tbe  purpose  to  give  bat- 
\q.     My  forces  were  masked  to  him.    He  conld 
lave  no  idea  of  its  amount    In  this  fact  was 
my  safety,  until  Heth  could  come  up.    It  seems 
Brigadier-General   Heth   did    advance  to  the 
month  of  tbe  East  River,  and  found  the  enemv 
had  abandoned  tents  and  camp-equipage,  bom 
there  and  at  French's,  where  he  bad  been  forti- 
fying.   The  Genersd  passed  on  until  he  came 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Princeton,  on  the 
evening  of  the  seventeenth,  when,  hearing  in 
the  country  from  somebody  that  I  had  been  re- 
pulsed and  was  retreating,  he  feH  back  in  tiM 
night  to  the  mouth  of  ISest  lUver.    His  courier 
arrived  at  my  position  (one  mile  from  the  court> 
house)  about  nine  a.  x.,  on  the  eighteenth,  con- 
veying  to  me  the  information   that  Oeneral 
Heth's  force  was  now  so  required  in  anotiier 
direction  as  to  forbid  further  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  request  to  return  Colonel  Whar- 
ton to  a  post  in  the  district  of  New  River,  in- 
dicated by  the  General  commanding  said  dis- 
trict The  enemy  had,  during  the  nighty  vacated 
Princeton,  taking  the  Raleigh  road,  his  rear 
passing  Blue  Stone  River  about  sunrise.     I 
ordered  my  battcdion  of  mounted-rifles  to  f<ri- 
low  him.    I  ascertained  that  on  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  he  encamped  about  ten  miles  from 
Pnnoeton,  in  a  veiy  strong  position,  bavine 
some  seven  regiments  with  him  in  retreat,  in  afi 
from  five  to  seven  thousand  men.    On  the  nine- 
teenth, I  again  sent  fbrward  on  his  Une  of  re> 
1ieat,and  ascertained  that  he  had  passed  the 
,   Flat  Top  Mountains,  had  burned  some  of  his 
caisBODS  and  gun-carriages,  and  had  ateadoned 
some  of  his  wagons  the  preceding  night    He 
'    waa  now  twenty-five  mues   from   ranceton. 
Nothing  was  now  left  to  me  but  to  return  to 
'    file  district   whose   interests   are  under   my 
chuge.   I  left  a  oompany  of  mounted  men  at 


Prhiceton,  with  orders  to  remain  untQ  General 
Heth  could  relieve  them,  and  with  the  rest  of 
ray  oommttDd  I  retunied  to  this  ooint  I  left 
swenty-one  of  the  enemy  wounded  in  Hospital 
at  Princeton,  too  hvtHtf  wot  to  be  moved  at  alL 
His  surgeons  were  left  m  afctendanoe,  and  a 
cbaplaiti  was  permitted  to  be  with  them.  I  re- 
turn ft  Ust  of  twenty-iuiie  p^sonera.  The  men 
themselves  have  been  marohed  to  Abingdon, 
where  three  others  from  the  same  army  nave 
been  confined,  whose  names  you  have  already. 
My  Quartenaaster  has  made  return  of  our  cap- 
tures, among  which  I  may  msation  about  thirty- 
five  miles  of  tdegraph  wire,  horses,  mules,  sad- 
dles, paek-saddles,  medical  instruments,  medi- 
cines in  panniers,  tests,  a  few  stores,  eighteen 
head  of  catde,  a  number  of  wagons,  and  some 
excellent  muskets  and  rifles^  These  last  have 
been  taken  in  charge  by  my  ordoanoe  offioers, 
and  will  be  issued  to  my  command,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

ReviewiDg  the  whole  movement,  I  have  only 
to  regret  that  Brigadier-General  fieth  did  not 
join  me  on  the  seventeenth,  and  did  not  com- 
municate to  me  hia  whereabouts  during  ^e  day 
or  night  All  was  accomplished  that  I  antici- 
pated from  the  movement,  exoqpl  the  ocgaiure  of 
prisonen.  The  invasion  has  been  signally  re- 
pulsed, and  the  enemy  has  been  demoralized 
and  broken.  The  country  he  threatened  so  im- 
minently has  been  relieved.  It  is  a  triumph  of 
strategy  merely,  wilhout  loss  oa  ear  part  My 
list  of  casualties  will  only  exhibit  two  killed  on 
the  field,  and  two  seriously  wounded,  who  will 
die ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  but  not 
dangerously.  The  enemy  has  lost  largely ;  and 
indeed  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  fass  loss  reaches  four  hundred. 
One  of  his  regiments  scattered  in  the  woods, 
threw  away  guns  and  uniforms,  and  its  mem- 
bers are  daily  pidlBed  un  by  the  oountiy  people. 
I  oinr  obedient  servant, 

H.  MiHSHAM., 
SrlB»dler-G«tfr»l,  wmunuuUng. 

ArHdM  Chptur^dfnm  ilu  JSmmy. 

•  CAMTiWTttMlvr*!.  mtf  si,i8sa. 

BrigcuUer-OenercH  McarBhaHl,  commanding,  etc  : 
GsNBRAL :  I  have  to  report  the  following  arti- 
cles captured  from  the  enemy  at  Princeton,  Va., 
on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  instant,  viz. : 

Twelve  bell  tents,  two  wall  tents  and  flies, 
five  horses,  eighteen  mules,  thirty-five  pack  sad- 
dles, four  wagons,  a  lot  of  incomplete  harness. 
Respectfolly, 

W.  F.  FiSHBB, 
Ifi^r  a&d  Chtef  Qowtermifltor,  Army  B.  Keatndkj. 

IMofPfiMonen  Oapt^itnd. 

Iby  16, 17, 18, 1862. 

TWem^^Afft  OAte.  CokmA  Ifonv.— Privates 
Oharies  Gross,  Daniel  Cbaiitemp,  Company  6; 
John  Twel,  H.  A.  MiUer,  Company  H ;  OiarleB 
Hertwi^,  Oompany  F ;  Christian  Ludwig,  Cor- 
poral John  Keen,  Company  C 
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Tweiffih  Ohio,  Cokmd  TFAtte.— Prirate  John 
Klein,  Company  £. 

Thirtt^swentk  OhWy  Cohnd  8eiber^''^ny%tM 
Frederick  Rook,  M.  Kohl,  GomMQjr  A ;  ThottM 
Keinper,  CompMijr  G ;  Frank  Krolw,  GomMmj 
K ;  HeniT  Bergeiohen,  Oompany  F ;  Paul  ^pff, 
Charles  Qroth,  Corporal  Jacob  Raoft,  CompaDy 
H;  Private  HewrHothiAberg,  Company  K. 

TWtfvtl^trtf  (Mo,  Cokmd  ^UMiNOfi.— Priv- 
ates Laonard  Back,  W.  B.  Waterhonse,  Com- 
pany 0. 

Tkkiy-foufik  Okh,  ColoHel  iVair«— Ci^tain 
0.  P.  Evans,  Can^aay  B;  PHvatea  George  W. 
Thompson,  Comeaay  K ;  David  Coleman,  Com« 
panyC;  Frank  M.  Curl,  Anthony  Eblehart, Com- 
pany F;  Midiael  Kelly,  Jacob  Easnaeht,  Com- 
pany I ;  M.  A.  Blakeman,  Covpany  D. 

89oond  Virginia*  Cavalry,  Ootond  Bowies. — 
Private  Robert  Mnri^y  (Ihshmsn),  Compmy  K. 

Gaxp  mAE  jMiwaiiiiiii,  Ya. 

The  above  is  a  Mat  of  prisoners,  except  one 
wounded  man,  in  hospital,  whose  name  I  have 
not  yet  learned.  They  consist  of  seventeen 
Germans,  one  Irishman,  and  ten  native  Ohioans. 
Some  of  the  Germans  are  not  naturalized.  Be- 
sides these,  fliere  are  two  citizens  of  Mercer 
county,  not  reported  herein,  taken  up  on  chai^ 
of  dimoyahy. 

Hiram  Hawkhcs, 
mjor  and  Ofllew  of  the  Df. 

(General  Mi 


Doa  60. 
CAPTURE  OP  PORT  DONELSON. 

BEPORT  or  COLONEL  J.  M.  mfOMTOlf. 

jAonov,  IfouasiFPi,  September  24, 1863. 

Qeneral  9.  Cooper,  Acdnkmi  amd  Intpector-Oei^ 
eral,a&A.: 

GBNiaaL :  I  ha^e  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  action  and  casualties  of  the  brigade  I  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  February,  1862.  I  have  been  pre- 
vented from  daing  ao  sooner  from  the  dis- 
courtesy of  the  Federal  authorities  either  to 
allow  me  to  make  it  to  a  superior  officer  in  cap- 
tivity with  me  (but  in  a  different  prison),  or  in 
any  oUier  wav;  and  I  now  make  this  report 
to  you  direct,  because  I  do  not  know  the  wl^e- 
abouts  of  the  proper  division  commanders,  and 
from  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  upon  the  Uoody 
field  ;  also  that  the  government  may  know  who 
not  only  bravely  met  the  invading  foe,  but  ^ed 
their  blood  in  the  defence  of  the  most  holy 
cause  for  whioh  freemen  aver  fought;  and  that 
their  families,  in  after  times,  may  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  their  noble  deeds  and  costly  sacrifices. 

On  Saturday,  Febmary  fifteenth,  1863,  about 
one  oVdo^  am.,!  reoehred  a  verbal  order  from 
Brigadier-GeDeral  Pillow  to  take  coounand  of 
the  brigade,  ooanBanded  up  to  that  by  Colonel 
Davidson,  of  the  Third  Mississippi  (and  prop- 


erly the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Oark  oi 
Mississippi,J  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
msnta,  viz.,  Third  Mississippi,  Cokmel  Davidawi, 
Lieatenant43olonel  WeAa  oommanding;   First 
Mississippi,  Colonel  Bimeuton,  liautenantCoIo- 
nel    Hamilton   oomasBBding;   Seventh  Texas, 
Colonel  Gregg  aomoBadiag ;  ESgUth  Kentucky, 
Colonel    Burnett,     Lieiit«iant<>)lonel     Lvooi 
commanding;  Fwty^m/coad  Tennessee,  Coloael 
Quarks    commaiiding.       The    last    regiment 
naBMd,  however,  was    detached  previous  to 
goin^  into  the  aetion,  and  trim  which  I  have 
received  no  leport    In  obedience  to  ordeia, 
the  biiffade  was  (brmed  in  oolumn  under  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of 
the  rifle-fats  oooupied  by  our  army,  and  in  rear 
of  the  brigade  oommaaded  by  Coloael  Baldwio 
of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  in  whioh  position 
we  remained  until  five  o'c^odcA-M.    Theenea^ 
were  in  position  byahind  the  crests  of  a  numb^ 
of  small  hiUs  hi  front,  and  to  the  right  of  osr 
rifle-pits,  and  enoircling  our  entire  left  wiag. 
At  the  hour  above  mentioned  Colonel  Baldwin 
reoeived  orders  to  move  in  the  directioB  of  the 
enemy  and  attack  tham  en  the  ri^t.    I  wai 
ordered  to  fdlow  with  my  oommand,  whioh 
<»der  I  obeyed,  but,  owing  to  the  groimd  sad 
timber,  we  were  oonpalied  to  Biarch  by  the 
flank,  and  had  not  moved  more  than  four  han- 
dred  yards  when  the  head  of  t^  column  was 
fired  upon.    I  immedtatahr  sent  an  onler  to  Lisa- 
tenantpColonel  Wells  to  &ce  his  right  wing  to 
the  right,  and  wheel  it  to  the  righ^  ao  that  I 
might  occupy  a  poaition  on  Colonel  Baldwi&'t 
ri^t  (the  one  General  Pillow  had  directed),  boi 
by  some  misunderstanding  of  the  order^  or  iti 
being  •  miacarried,    Lieutenant-ColoBel    Wells 
chaiged  his  front  forward  on  first  oosafiaqy. 
breaking  my  line  at  the  left  of  his  regiment   I 
then  oraered  LieutenaniXkilon^  I^on,  of  the 
Bighth  Kentucky,  to  file  right,  and  move  by  flie 
flank,  at  double  time,  which  the  gallant  officer 
obeyed,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  mus- 
ketry.   Before  they  had  completed  the  move- 
ment many  of  his  noble  men  had  bravehr  fiilles, 
but  Aey  held  the  position  determinedly,  aod 
immediately  I  <»dered  Colonel  Gregg  of  the 
Serveath  Texas  and  LieutMiant-Cok>n3  Hamp- 
ton, of  the  First  Mississippi,  to  move  their  le- 
speotive  regiments,  at  double-quick,  in  rear  and 
beyond  the  Eigfa^  Kaotaoky,  which  movemeat 
tiiose  officers  exeoutad  with  as  mnoh  coolness, 
and  then:  commands  in  as  good  order,  as  if 
they  had  been  os&  ravimr.    1  at  the  same  time 
demtohed    an   order    to   lieataaant^JoloDel 
Wells  to  ooenpy  the  poaition  on  the  hii  of  the 
Bighth  Kentucky.    (I  make  thia  ezpbnatioB  to 
show  how  the  regiments  changed  positien  is 
goin2,iuto  aotioB,  and  that  justioa  a»y  be  done 
to  all,  as  near  aa  poaaible.)    This  threw  lae  is 
line  of  battle  m  tiie  following  order:  Seventh 
Texas  on  the  right,  first  Mississippi  regiment 
saoood,   Bighth  Kantocky    third,  and    Third 
Mifimssiimi  on  the  left,  and  in  front  of  the 
left  of  Ganaral  MoClemand's  division  of  tbe 
Federal  army.     During  this  entire  time  the 
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enemy  kept  up  a  oontiBnoiiB  volley  of  raosketry, 
with,  however,  but  Uttle  effect— nost  of  die 
bails  ptiiw'Tig  over  na  I  now  (mleared  the  eo- 
tire  commaiid  to  advanoe  tmd  oeoopy  the  ermtt 
of  the  hill,  which  was  ezeoated  wim  a  oodness 
and  Bteadinesi  that  wo«ld  have  done  heiior 
to  BcMiere  of  a  hnndxed  battiea.  That  heiete 
band  of  leas  Ihsn  fifteen  huBched  in  maaher, 
marched  up  die  hill,  loading  and  firing  aa  Ihey 
moved,  gaining  hioh  by  hich  ob  an  enemv  at 
leaat  fbor  tnnea  their  number.  For  one  rang 
hour  this  point  was  body  oentaated  by  the 
enemy,  and  nnay  gattsiit  omoeis  and  brave  men 
fell  in  the  laidiM  disoharge  of  their  dnty; 
among  whom  was  die  laironted  and  daring 
Lteatenant'Cotonel  CSoogh  of  the  Seven  A  Texas, 
together  with  a  namb«r  of  onnpaay  officers, 
who0e  names  are  meotioned  in  the  list  of  killed 
and  womided. 

At  this  moment  I  was  informed  by  an  Adjo- 
tant  thai  die  command  was  running  short  of 
ammimition.  I  immediately  despatched  an  aid. 
Captain  Bran,  to  General  Pillow  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  at  the  same  thne  ordered  Colons 
Gregg  to  move  his  regiment  fiirth«r  to  the  right 
to  prevent  a  flank  movement  I  discovered  the 
enemy  were  attempting  to  make,  and  theremaiD' 
der  of  iny  command  to  charge  the  enemy's  hnee, 
whioh  movements  were  execvted  with  a  spirit 
and  determinadoib  that  instored  success.  The 
enemy's  lines  gave  way,  and  die  ratde  of  mus- 
ketry was  drowned  by  the  shouts  of  vietory 
that  rose  along  the  Imes  of  men  conscious  of 
superiority  and  right  The  enemy,  however, 
again  rallied  and  formed  in  line  of  balde  a  few 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  their  first  position,  uid 
in  rear  oi  /our  pteoes  of  artUlery  (of  Bwartz's 
battery).  The  line  of  my  brigade,  in  the  charge 
over  the  hills  and  in  passing  through  me 
enemy's  camp,  having  become  somewhat  broken, 
I  ord^-ed  the  oommandant  to  halt  and  rectify 
their  alignment,  wht<^  was  quickly  done ;  and 
being  now  informed  by  Captain  Ryan  that  the 
Fift^-«ixth  Yhrginia  regiment  was  on  my  left,  I 
aaam  ordered  an  advance,  whioh  was  prompdy 
obeyed  by  all ;  and  soon  the  enemy  was  again 
driven  mmi  his  position,  and  four  pieoes  of 
Swarts's  battery  in  our  peasesnon.  Tne  enemy 
contimied  to  fall  back,  contesting  the  crest  ol 
every  hilL  until  we  had  driven  &em  over  one 
and  a  half  mfles,  and  had  possession  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  die  left  of  McOenwnd's 
and  Wallaoe's  division  of  the  Federal  army. 
The  enemy  had  disappear^  behind  die  cresti 
of  a  ranee  of  IriUs  about  Yaif  S  mile  in  our  fronts 
and  hi  the  direction  of  their  transports.  At  this 
point  I  was  ordered  to*  hah  my  cemmaad  and 
await  fordier  orders.  In  the  meantime  the 
brinde  was  fundahed  with  ammonition  (chieftjr 
gathered  Irom  the  slato  of  the  enemy),  the  lines 
rectified, and  die  command  brought  to  a  rest; 
in  which  position  we  rmnained  for  a  oonsidbra<- 
at^  time,  tmtil  ordeiv  came  for  us  to  mardi  ii^ 
side  die  rifle-pits,  which  order  was  obeyed 
without  the  iire  of  a  gun  or  even  a  sight  of  the 
ybe,  unless  he  was  wounded  or  a  prisoner.    I 


had  not  fully  occupied  my  position  in  the  r\fte- 
pfHk  when  an  order  came  to  me  to  move  at 
doable^(|«iok  to  the  right  of  our  line.  The  men 
were  again  ordered  into  line,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  indicated,  bat  before  arriving  at  the 
speoifisd  point  another  order  was  received  to 
return.  Thus  fnded  the  battie  of  February 
fif  teentdi ,  1S63,  so  £ur  as  tibe  brigade  I  oonmmnd- 
edparticipated. 

The  number  killed  and  wounded  in  eaoh 
regimttiit,  as  per  Adjutants'  reports  is  as  fol> 
lows: 


11 

1 

1 

niird  Mtatolppl  ngfmMt 

Rtgfalh  K«DtaolK7       -*        

Serenth  Texas            «»        

First  MisslMlppi        <*       ..... 

646 

806 

»1 

6 
16 

4S 

n 

61 

liM 

68 

216 

Making  a  total  o^  266  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  1494  officers  and  men.  I  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  documents  for  the  names  of 
the  killed  and  womsded  of  the  differ^it  regi- 
ments. I  cannot  call  especial  attoition  to  one^ 
of  the  field  officers  under  my  commaad  without  ' 
doing  injustice  to  others.  Lieutenant4)olonel  ^ 
WeUB,  aseiBted  b;r  Captains  Kennedy  and  Wdls, 
of  the  Third  Mississippi;  LieutenantColonel 
Lyon,  assisted  by  Major  Heniy  of  the  Eighth 
l^ntucky;  Cdonel  Gregg,  Lieuten»it-Colonel 
Caough,  and  Mi^or  Graabury  of  the  Seventh 
Texas ;  LieutenantXkdonel  Hamilton  and  Major 
Johnston,  of  the  First  Mississippi,  all  won  for 
thems^ves  the  oonfldenee  of  their  commands, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  highest  commendation  of 
th^  countrymen.  Captain  R.  B.  Ryan  and 
Ssrgeant-Mapor  T.  K  Wilson  acted  as  my 
aids,  and  discharged  their  duty  gallantly.  It 
would  g^ve  me  mudi  pleasure  to  mention  the 
names  of  company  officers  who  distinguished 
themselves  for  efficiency  and  eallantry,  but  their 
conduct  will  be  made  known  by  their  respective 
regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  BmoMTON, 

Ooloatl  Pint  MlBSlMi|gp^  rcgliBeiity  oommandlog  bii^uta. 


Doo.  61. 


VICKSBURG  ATO  BATON  ROUGE. 

BBPORT  or  ILUOB-GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

BBAoqvimBS  Dbtkiot  or  rm  Maranm,  \ 
X&OBBOM,  llBS.,  8eptemb«r  9,  1861     J 

GvciBAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  sulnnit,  for  the 
iatomation  of  the  War 'Department,  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  defmoe  of  Vicksburg,  and  of 
operations  in  this  distriot»  up  to  the  present 
time: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6D6 
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PnnQant  to  orders  I  asssmed  eommand  of 
this  district,  «iid  of  the  defenoes  of  Vioksbin, 
OD  the  tw«iU^HWV6Qth  daj  of  Jum,  18& 
Prior  to  my  arrival,  Major^oaoral  Lovell  han^ 
ing  resolved  to  defend  tiie  dty,  had  ordered  « 
detail  of  his  foice,  ooder  the  ooranasd  of  Bri- 
gadinr^6en«^  M.  L.  Smith,  to  garrisoa  the 
plaoe  and  coBstruflt  weiks  fur  its  defeaeOi  I 
foand  the  cify  besieged  by  a  poireiful  Meet  of 
war  vessels  and  an  aoiy.    The  iafaabttants,  in- 

r*  ed  by  a  noble  patrieiism,  had  detmnined  to 
ote  the  oity  to  destmction,  ratiier  thsA  aee 
it  &11  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  who  had 
abandoned  many  of  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare. This  volontary  sacrifice,  on  the  altar  of 
liberty,  incnired  me  with  the  determination  to 
defend  it  jb  the  last  extremity.  Orders  to  this 
efifect  were  at  ouce  issued,  to  which  my  army 
responded  with  the  iiveliest  enthusiasm.  The 
citizens  retired  to  the  interior,  while  the  trocqw 
marched  in  and  pitohed  their  tents  in  the  val- 
leys and  on  the  niUs  adjacent,  in  convenient 
position  to  snpport  batteries  and  strike  araail- 
ants.  The  batteries  of  heavy  gnns  already 
established  by  the  skill  and  eneigy  of  Qen«ral 
Smith,  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  overlooking  t^e 
river,  were  plaeed  in  oomplete  readiness  lor 
action.  Ot^er  ^pum  were  brought  np  from 
Mobile,  from  Bidmond,  from  C^lmnbns,  and 
elsewhere,  and  pbt  in  bttttsiy.  Breddnridge's 
division  oooopied  the  city.  Smith'ii  bri^Mle, 
which,  prev]0«i  to  ay  airival,  had  fdrmshed 
the  garrison  d  the  plaoe,  manned  te  batteries, 
and  with  detaib  from  Breckinridge's  division, 
guarded  the  apfwoaches  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks.  Witker's  light  artaiery  wis  pboed  in 
snch  pomtion  as  to  sweep  afi  near  appinaohea, 
while  Stark's  cavalry  watched,  at  a  dwtanoe,  en 
onr  flank  on  Ae  Ysboo,  and  bek>w  Warrenton, 
on  the  MisaissJ^gL 

Prior  to  my  assmnnig  cofliDaand,  the  attacking 
force  of  the  enemy  was  oonflned  to  Porter^ 
mortai^fleet  and  Farragnt^s  gnnboats  (with  their 
attendant  arx^  in  transports),  whi<»  had  as- 
cended the  riv«r  from  New  Orieans.  For  the 
(^rations  of  thw  ioroe  in  atlack,  and  for  tiie 
BQooessfril  and  heroic  rcaistance  made  by  Oe»- 
end  Smith  and  the  troops  nnder  his  oomnand, 
I  refer  the  Bepartneiit  to  tiie  satis&etory  and 
gr^hio  report  of  that  offioer,  herewith  eon- 
monicated. 

The  evaooation  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the  fall  of 
Memphis  opened  the  new  danger  of  a  combina- 
tion between  the  np|ier  and  lower  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  This  jnnctKui  was  effected  early  in 
July,  and  thus  an  added  force  of  more  than  forty 
gunboats,  mortas4)oatB,  rams,  and  transports  lay 
in  menace  before  the  city.  On  the  twelfth  of 
July  it  opened  fire,  and  kept  np  a  continuons 
attack  until  the  bombardment  of  the  city  ceased. 
Having  received  authority  from  the  President 
to  use  tiie  ram  Arkansas,  as  part  of  n^  fonse. 
some  days  prior  to  the  fifteenth  of  July,  I  issued 
an  OTder  to  Oaptain  Brown  to  assume  command 
of  her,  and  prepare  her  for  immediate  and  motive 
service.    From  all  reliable  sources  I  learned  I 


that  she  was  a  vessel  capable  of  ^eat  i 
anoe,  and  armed  with  hffge  offenaive  poi 
Making   the  order  inpenilivew  I 
Oiptain  Brown  to  take  her  throogh  the  raft  of 
the  Ymtoa,  and  after  sinlni^  tiie  Stv  oi  tiie 
Went  in  the  passaged  go  o«t  and  attack  Ilia 
upper  fleet  of  the  snem^  to  liie  oew  o€  my 
batteries.    I  left  it  to  his  judgment  tor  deter- 
nune  whelfaer  on  reaching  the  mt^  his  vnanei 
was  in  eonc^tion  to  prooeed  down  the  river  and 
destroy  the  kywer  moctar-fleet    Gsptein  Brown 
property  snbotitntcd  a  veoael  of  inMrisr  quality 
m  pkoe  of  the  Star  of  tfaa  West,  ei^ered  the 
Blississippi,  and  en  the  meomrable  momii^  of 
the  fifteenth  of  July,  immortalized  km  single 
vessel,  himsell^  and  the  hesoea  under  his  earn 
mand,  by  an  achievement,  the  most  brflliaBt 
ever  reeoided  in  naval  annals     I  deep^  n^^ 
that  I  am  unable  to  enrich  my  report  s^  an  au- 
thentic aocount  of  the  beroio  action  of   tftie 
officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansan    CSommodnse 
Lynch  declines  to  furnish  me  with  a  report  el 
the  action,  on  the  cround  that  he  was  an  oflloer 
01^  of  the  scope  of  mgr  command.    The  gUxj  of 
this  deed  of  the  Aifansas  stui«  the  pride  of  tbe 
Federal  navy,  and  led  to  the  moat  needy,  bot 
unaoocessf ul  efforts  of  the  oombined  fleets  to 
destroy  her.    I  mfer  tiie  DepartmMit  to  tiie  ao- 
con^Mmving  report  of  Grensral  Snnth  for  an  no- 
curate  detail  or  these  efforte^  as  also  lor  n  i 
neeted  and  frathfbl  relatiMi  <tf  the  '   _ 
events  which  make  the  hii^ory  of  the  sisige  t 
defence  of  VieksbUEg.    Witii  the  fiuluna  to  de- 
stroy or  take  the  Arkansas,  the  siege  of  Vickn- 
bnrg  j^notically  ended.     The  atook  en  tka 
batteries  aoon  oeased,  and  the  enea^,  bafiled 
and  enraged  by  an  unexpected,  detenmned^  arid 
persistent  defence,  vented  his  wvaOi  in  iwp» 
tent  and  barbarian  efibrts  to  destroy  the  caty. 
On  the  twenty^eventh  ei  Jnhr  both  teals  iss- 
appeared,  foiled  in  a  mere  than  two  months* 
struggle  to  rednoe  the  plaoe.    The  caswiteesna 
onr  side,  dnring  the  entn«  siege,  wens  twen^ 
two  killed  and  wounded.    Scti  a  gnn  was  din- 
mounted,  and  but  two  were  tempccari^  <fina- 
bkML    The  sneeessM  d^enca  ef  yioliBbni^  is 
dne  to  Ae  unflhioiiing  vnkr  of  the  cannenMf% 
who,  unwearied  fay  watdiMnsss  nii^  and  d^, 
stood  by  their  guns  unawed  by  the  temtn  ef  n 
fierce  and  continnoaa  bombsrdment;    to  tba 
deepless  vigilanoe  and  undaunted  conrafe  of 
the  teoc^)s,  who  lay,  at  sfl  heun,  m  dose  trnp* 
portiag  distMioe  <if  every  battoty,  ready  tn  beat 
bask  the  invader  so  (|oonae  his  foatitqps  shonid 
touch  the  sho«e;  tothsskilfol  hioation  of  sest- 
tered  batteries  and  kst^  not  kast,  to  that  gnat 
moral  power— 41  hiph  arid  patriotie  leselve  per- 
vading and  swelling  the  breasts  of  ofiosf% 


aeldiegs,andcitianan,l>al,Bilsaaryeo<i*e< 
tkotild  be  mptUtcL  I  refer  ^  departm 
the  spadfio  smnMnlion  of  the  nwDSea  of  4 
and  seen  who  wem.  dietinetion  by 
service  during  the  siege,  ss  v^Mctad  by  Qenenl 
Snnfe,  and  I  heartHy  indorse  hiao<:swfndBtionai 
Satisfied  that  &e  enen^y  diaeppeaied  firom  Viokn> 
buig,  under  tiie  mor^fying  oonviotintt  that  it 
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was  impregnable  to  hia  attack,  I  reeohred  te 
strike  a  blow  before  be  had  tine  to  uttpan^ 
and  mactnre  a  new  soheme  of  aaaaali 

Tbe  enemy  held  Baton  Roi^e,  ibe  eafiital  of 
Lonisiana,  forty  nflee  bekiw  toe  ttovtli  Of  Red 
River,  wim  a  land  Ibroe  of  about  fturee  tbomaad 
five  hundred  men.  in  oon^onction  win  fonr  or 
five  gnftboats,  and  some  trenap<n^.  It  ww  a 
lAattor  of  jtreat  necessity  to  ns  that  the  oa?lgih 
tion  of  Red  River  shoold  be  opened  as  high  as 
Yicdcsbmrg.  Supplies,  mneh  needed,  etieted 
there,  luffd  to  be  obtained  from  any  ottier 
onarter,  and  strong  military  reasons  demanded 
tnat  we  shonld  hold  the  Mississippi  at  two 
points,  to  ftidlitate  eommnnicationa  and  oe-op^ 
eration  between  n^  district  and  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi Department  The  ci^tmre  of  Baton 
Rooge,  and  the  forces  of  fte  «nemy  at  that 
point,  wonld  open  'tiie  MiBeiasippi,  secure*  the 
navigation  of  Red  River,  then  in  a  state  of 
blo<£ade,  and  also  render  easier  tiie  recapture 
of  New  Orleans.  To  this  end  I  gave  orders  to 
General  Breckinridge  to  move  upon  Baton 
Rouge  with  a  force  of  five  thousand  men,  picked 
from  the  troops  at  Vicksburg,  and  added  to  his 
command  the  whole  effective  force  of  General 
Ruggles,  then  at  Gamp  Moore,  making  a  total 
force  of  six  thousand  men.  To  ensure  tile  sue- 
cess  of  the  plan,  I  ordered  tiie  Arkuisas  to 
co-operate  with  the  land  forces  by  a  simultane- 
ous attack  from  the  rhrev.  AU  danuiges  sus- 
tained by  the  Arkansas  from  tiie  fleets  of  the 
enemy  had. been  repaired,  and  when  she  left  tfie 
wharf  at  Vicksburg  for  Baton  Rouge,  she  was 
deemed  to  be  as  formidable,  in  attack  at  d^enoe, 
as  when  she  defied  a  fleet  of  fortyvessels  of 
war,  many  of  Hiem  iron-dads.  Witti  such 
effective  means,  I  deemed  the  taking  of  Baton 
Rot^e  and  the  destruction  or  capture  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  land  and  water,  Iftie  reasonable  result 
of  Hie  en>ed1tion.  By  epidemic  disease,  the  land 
force  unoer  Major-General  Breckimri^e  was  re- 
duced to  less  than  three  thousand  efii^otive  men, 
within  the  period  of  ten  days  after  he  reached 
Camp  Moore.  The  Arkansas,  after  arriving 
witiiin  a  short  distanee  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  ample 
time  for  joint  action  at  the  appointed  hour  of 
attack,  suddenly  became  umnanageaUe,  from  a 
fiiilure  in  her  machinery  and  e^^e,  wfarfeh  all 
the  efforts  of  her  engineers  could  not  repair. 
Tile  gallant  Breckinridge,  advised  by  telegram 
every  hour  of  her  progress  towards  Baton 
Rouge,  and  counting  <m  her  eo^^peration,  at- 
tacked Ae  enemy  with  Ids  whole  effsettve 
force,  then  reduced  to  about  two  thousand  tve 
hundred  nien,  drove  him  frofn  all  h^  pesiliefns, 
and  forced  him  to  seek' protection  under  the 
cover  of  his  gunboats.  I  regret  to  slats  Hiat 
^e  labors  of  General  Breckinridge,  in  a  dtetant 
field  of  operaftions,  have  thus  fbr  prevented  him 
fr(nn  mafting  to  me  a  report  of  ms  action;  but 
enough  has  transpired  to  enaMe  me  to  assure 
the  oepartment  that  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge 
iQustrated  the  valor  of  our  troops,  and  tlM  mil 
andistrepidity  of  theft  commander.  His  report 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  reoeived.     It 


will  be  thus  manifest  |o  tiis  department  that  an 
sutBrprlse,  so  hopeftd  im  its  promise,  met  with 
partial  fUhom,  only  from  causes  which  were  not 
oBlf  beymMi  my  oontrel,  b«t  ovt  of  the  reaoh  of 
srtfiMiy  lopesigbt  I  ocmM  Mt  antioipate  the 
sttdifltt  iOness  of  thres  tbousMid  piokiMl  men, 
and  tie  fbdiire  of  the  AfkaaBBs  at  the  ontioal 
bma  appointed  to  her  iWr  added  heaors,  was  a 
jeyM  surprise  to  the  starUsd  isst  of  the  eneiay, 
and  s  wonder  ts  all  who  had  witnessed  her 
riory  at  Yiokabvirg.  AdviMd  of  tie  re«^  of 
tne  «tpedHtion,  1  i—mrliitsly  ov(tered  the  oooq^ 
pation  of  Port  Mudsoa,  a  poM  seleotsd  for  its 
etigibilUy  of  defenoe,  and  for  its  eapaoity  for 
sAensive  annoyaiiee  of  the  sAsmy,  established 
batteries,  manned  Okem  with  ^ezpezienoed  gun> 
ners,  and  guarded  thsm  by  an  adequate  sup- 
portiag  fores,  holding  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
meanwhile,  in  menace.  The  effect  of  these 
operatiotts  was  the  evacuation  of  Baton  Rouce 
by  the  enemy,  and  his  dissppearanoe  from  the 
Mississippi  between  the  sqntel  of  LouisiaBa  and 
Vicksburg.  The  results  sought  by  tiie  move- 
ments ag^iiBst  Baton  Rouge  have  been,  to  a 
great  octent,  attained.  We  hold  two  pointB  on 
the  Afississippi — more  than  two  hundred  miles 
— onmolested  by  the  enea^,  and  closed  to  him. 
The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  frtmi 
the  mourn  of  Red  River  to  Yieksbuig  was  at 
oBoe  opened,  and  stffl  remains  ^mu  to  our  conb> 
meroe,  giving  ns  also  the  kaportaot  advantage 
of  water  oonnectian,  by  Red  Ri^r,  of  the  east 
with  tfM  wsst  Indisp  MMstile  supplies  have 
been,  and  contioue  to  be,  drawn  from  this 
source.  The  desired  facilities  for  ceansaaica- 
tion  and  oo-operatiaD  between  this  district  and 
the  TVuBS-Mississippi  Department  have  been 
establidlied.  The  recapture  of  New  Orleans  has 
been  made  easier  to  our  army. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  truth  of  history  to  cor- 
rect the  error,  iadustiiousty  spread  by  ^  official 
reports  of  lAie  enemy,  touehing  the  destruction 
of  the  Aitensas.  She  was  no  trophy  wsn  by 
the  Essex,  nor  did  riie  receive  injury  at  Baton 
Rouge  from  tiie  hands  of  say  of  hit  adversaries. 
Lientenmft  Stevens,  her  gaDaot  eommander, 
finding  her  unmaaageable,  moored  her  ts  tiie 
shore.  On  the  cautious  approaoii  ef  the  enemy, 
who  kept  at  a  cespectfal  chstanoe,  he  haded  his 
crew,  cut  her  from  her  moorings,  fired  hat  with 
his  own  hands,  and  turned  her  adrift  down  the 
river.  With  every  gmi  shotted,  our  iag  floated 
from  her  bow,  and  not  a  man  on  board,  the 
Arkansas  bors  down  upon  the  enemy,  and 
gave  him  bsMle.  Her  guns  weie  discharged  as 
Ite  lames  reaohed  them,  and  when  her  httt  shot 
was  fired  the  ezplssion  of  hsr  magaaine  ended 
the  brief  but  glorious  career  of  the  Arkansas. 
''It  was  besjuma,"  said  LMutenant  Stevens, 
while  the  tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  "  to  see  her, 
when  dbandoned  by  commander  and  enw,  and 
dedicated  ts  sacnflce,  Ifhting  the  battteon  her 
own  hook."  I  trust  that  the  official  repott  of 
Oommodore  Lynch  will  do  justioe  to  the  cour- 
age, oonstancy,  and  resohition  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  the  last  crew  of  the  Arkansas. 
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I  deem  it  eminently  prop^  to  saj  to  the  de- 
partment, ttiat  neither  the  spirit  wmch  resolved 
to  dispute  at  Vicksbnrg  the  jnrisdiotioD  ef  the 
Mississippi  RiTer,  nor  tiie  energy  whioh  000- 
cessfttUy  executed  that  resolution,  was  loeal  in 
its  disimcter,  Bor  was  it  a  spirit  bonnded  hj 
State  lines,  or  ciremBseribed  by  State  pride.  It 
was  a  broad,  cathdio  spirit,  wide  as  onr  ooob- 
try,  and  mdimitad  as  theindepeiidenoe  we  stmg- 
gle  to  establish.  The  power  which  baffled  t£) 
enemy  resided  in  the  breasts  of  the  soldiers  of 
soTen  States,  Bisrshaled  bebiBd  the  ramparts  of 
Vidubnrg.  Missiasipptans  were  there,  but 
there  too,  also,  were  me  men  of  Kentook^,  of 
Tennessee,  of  Aldiama,  of  Arkansas,  of  LomsiaDa, 
and  of  Missomri,  as  ready  to  defend  the  empo- 
riom  of  Mississippi  as  to  strike  down  the  foe 
at  their  own  hearthstones.  I  incorporate  with 
my  report  a  schedole  of  the  forces  nnder  my 
command  at  Vidcsbvrg,  as  a  proper  oontributioD 
to  the  archiTes  of  the  Confederacy. 

Chmerai  Bekn* — ^Fovrth  Kentadcyyolnnteers, 
LientenBnt4)olonel  Hynes ;  Fifth  KTentncfcy  w6^ 
nnteers,  Colonel  Hnnt-,  Thir^-irst  Alabama  ykA- 
nnteers.  Colonel  Edwards ;  Fourth  Alabama  bat- 
talion, LientensntrOokmel  Snodgvass;  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  vcdimteera,  Colond  0^ ;  Hud- 
son bi^tery. 

General  J.  &  Bmmh^— First  Missonri  ydnn- 
teers,  Lientenaat^Johmel  Riley;  Tei^  Arkan- 
sas Yf^miteers ;  Ninth  Arkansas  vdunteers,  Col- 
onel Ihinlop ;  Sixth  Ifississippi  vohmteers.  CoJ^ 
onel  Lowry;  Second  Confederate  baltaiion; 
Watson's  battery,  Captain  Bwsley. 

Oeneral  Preslon* — ^Third  Kentucky  ▼(dun- 
teers.  Colonel  Thompson :  Sixth  Kentnoky  toI- 
miteers,  Colond  Lewis ;  Seventh  Kentucky  toI- 
miteers,Colone]  Crossknd ;  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
volunteers,  Colonel  Robertson ;  Cobb's  battery, 
Lieutenant  Qfthcj. 

OoUmd  W.  &  iSkatffcoM^Fifteentii  Missis- 
sippi Tolunteers,  LieutenantColonel  Fanrell; 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  yolmteeM,  Certain 
Hughes;  Nineteenth  Tennessee  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore;  Twentieth  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  Cdonel  Smith;  Twenty-eighth 
Tennessee  vtriunteers,  Colonel  Brown;  Forty- 
fifth  Tomessee  vcdonteers,  Cokmel  Searoey; 
McGung's  battery,  Capfeam  Mcanng. 

GeMTol  M,  JL  iSsttHAw— Company  of  sappers 
and  miners,  Captain  Winters ;  Twent^MOxth  Lou- 
isiana vohuiteerB,  Cdond  DeCtouett;  Twenty- 
fifth  Louisiana  volunteers,  Colonel  Thomas: 
Sixth  Mississippi  battalion,  Lientsnaat-Colonei 
Balfour;  Twenty-seventh  Louisiana velunteers. 
Colonel  Marks;  Third  Misaissiptq,  vohmteers, 
Colonel  Melkm;  Seventeenth  Louifliaoa  vokui- 
teers,  Colon^  Richardson;  Fourth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Allan;  Comnsny  I,  Thirtv- 
seventh  Mississiroi  volunteers,  Captain  Randall ; 
First  Mississippi  Light  artillery,  Cokmsl  With- 
ers ;  regiment  neavy  a^ilery,  Cokmel  Jaeks<m ; 
Eighth  Louisiana  battalion,  Pinckney ;  First 
Louisiana  battalion,  M%jor  Clinch;  Twenty^ 
eighth  Mississippi  oavaky, Colonel  Stark;  bat- 


talion Zouaves,  Mi^  Dupiere ;  oavaby  eaoml^ 
Lieutenant  Bradley. 

To  the  members  of  my  sta£^  Majors  Kimmel 
and  Stith,  Assistant  A4jntant  Generals;  to 
Mi^is  Joseph  D.  Balfour  and  A.  M.  Haskell, 
Inspectors ;  to  Soingeon  Choppim  Medical  Direc- 
tor ;  ta  Stttffeon  ll^an.  Medical  Inspector ;  to 
lisntsnscts  SulUvaa  and  Shoemaker,  myk  Aides ; 
to  LieutenantOdonel  Lomax,  Assistant  A4jutaat 
and  Inspeotor-Ckneral ;  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
P.  Mayor,  Acting  Engineer ;  to  Captain  A.  H. 
Cross,  Captain  Thyssin^,  Engineers ;  to  Colonel 
Fred.  Tate,  and  to.  Minors  Uriel  Wright  and 
Welchler,  volunteer  Aidea,  I  return  my  thanks 
for  the  reiady  and  efficient  services  rendered  by 
theih  in  their  respective  departments. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Eau.  \ax  Dork, 

Since  this  renort  was  written  I  have  rec^ved 
the  report  of  M^jor-General  BreckiDridge,  of 
his  operations  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hud- 
son, herewith  forwarded.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  the  special  notice  of  the  de- 
partment the  names  of  all  who  won  distioctioa 
m  the  service. 

Eabl  Tax  Dork, 


MAJ0R4DIERAL  KKKDISIDtVS 


SepteintMr  80,  isn 

Mqior  M.  M.  Einmd,   Am^UUM  A^h^amtr 
Oeneral: 

Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  (iterations 
of  a  portion  of  ny  divisioiL  reoently  ordared 
fhMn  Yioksbuig  to  Camp  Moore  and  Batos 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  by  Major  General  Yan  Dom: 

I  feft  VicksburK  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Jnfy 
with  somewhat  fess  than  lour  titonsand  men, 
and  anived  at  Camp  Moore  the  evening  of  tbe 
tw^it^-eighth.  The  Mj^r-Geneol  command- 
ing the  oisitrict  having  received  inteHigenrw 
thAt  the  enemy,  was  threatening  Gamp  Moore  ia 
force,  the  movement  was  mi^  suddenly  and 
lapk^y  by  railroad,  and  having  but  few  cars, 
nothiur  oould  be  transported  except  the  troops, 
with  ueir  arms  and  ammnnitjop,  Brigadier- 
Qenacal  Cbadea  Clark,  who  had  rq^orted  fer 
dutv  a  few  days  before  our  depactore  bom 
Yicksburg,  promptly  and  kindly  consented  to 
accompany  the  expedition.  BriRadier-Gencfal 
Rugfflea  was  akeaoy  at  Oanup  Moore,  in  com- 
mand of  a  small  force,  with  which  he  had  kept 
tlM  %D»miy  ia  checl^  The  troqpa  were  inuno- 
diatety  osgaaized  in  two  divimon^  Qeneral  dark 
taking  oosBmand  of  the  Firat^  and  General  Rag* 
^M  of  the  Second  division.  The  rumor  of  so 
advance  of  the  enemy  in  force  upon  Chap 
Moore  proved  to  be  unfounded*  On  the  ihit- 
tieth  of  Julv,  in  obedippoe  to  a  despatch  ef  ^ 
twanty4>in&,  firom  the  Mi^or-Genecal  coouDapti- 
ing  m»  district,  the  troops  were  put  in  motios 
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for  Baton  Rouge.  During  the  maroh  I  reoemd 
iDformation  tfa«t  the  effective  tooe  of  the  enemy 
was  not  leee  than  five  thooeaad  men,  and  that 
the  groand  was  commanded  by  three  gunboats 
lying  in  the  river.  Mv  own  troopa  having  suf- 
fered aeverely  from  we  effMta  of  exposore  at 
Viokabnig,  from  heavy  rains,  without*  shelter, 
and  from  thaextreme  iMat^  did  not  now  number 
more  than  Airty^bm  hundred  men.  Under 
theee  ofronmatanoea,  I  detenninad  not  to  make 
the  atfeaek  m^ern  we  could  be  relieved  from  the 
fire  of  the  fleet  Accordingly  I  telegn4)hed  to 
the  Major-€kneral  oommaaaing  the  condition 
and  number  of  the  troopa,  and  the  reported 
strength  of  the  enemy,  but  said  I  would  under- 
take to  ci^piure  ik»  garrison,  if  the  Arkaaaaa 
covld  be  seat  down  to  dear  the  river,  or  divert 
the  fire  of  the  gunboats.  He  promptly  answered 
that  the  Arkansaa  would  be  ready  to  oo-operate 
at  daylight  om  Tuesdav,  the  fifth  of  August 
On  the  hffeemoon  of  Monday,  the  fourth,  the 
command  having  reached  the  Gomite  river, 
ten  nulea  from  Baton  Rouge,  and  learning  by  an 
express  messenger  that  the  Arkansas hadpassed 
Bayon  Sam  in  time  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
moment,  preparationB  were  made  to  aavance 
that  night  The  sickness  had  been  appalling. 
Hie  raomiJDg  report  of  the  fourth  showing  but 
three  thousand  e&otives,  and  deducting  those 
taken  sick  during  the  day,  and  the  number  that 
fell  out  from  weakness  on  the  niffht  march,  I 
did  not  carnr  into  the  action  more  Uian  twenty- 
six  hundred  men.  This  estimate  does  not  in- 
clude some  two  hundred  partisan  rangers,  who 
had  per^Mnmed  efficient  service  in  picketing  the 
different  roads,  but  who,  from  the  nature  of  the 
eround,  took  no  part  in  the  action ;  nor  about 
ue  same  number  of  militia*  hastily  collected  by 
Ck>loBel  Eiaidee  in  the  neighborhood  of  Clinton, 
who,  though  making  every  efiEort,  could  not 
arrive  in  tune  to  participate.  The  command 
left  the  Gomite  at  eleven  o'clock  p.  ic,  and 
reached  the  vicini^  of  Baton  Rouge  a  litde  be- 
fore daybreak  tm  the  morning  ijf  the  fifth. 
8(Mne  hours  befSoie  the  main  body  moved,  a 
small  force  of  in&ntry,  with  a  section  of  Semmes' 
battery,  under  lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  the  whole 
commanded  l^  Lieutenant43olonel  Shields,  of 
^e  Thirtieth  Lomsiana,  was  sent  by  a  drcuit- 
oue  route  to  liie  road  leading  from  Clinton  to 
Baton  Rouge,  with  orders  to  drive  in  any  pickets 
of  Um  enemy,  and  attack  hie  left  as  soon  as  the 
aetiim  should  begin  in  firont  This  service  was 
well  performed,  but  for  details  referenop  m 
made  to  ik»  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bug- 
gies, from  whose  oommana  the  force  was  de- 
tailed. While  loaitiDg  for  dayli|^t  to  make 
the  attMk,an  accident  occurred  which  deprived 
us  of  several  exoeilent  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
sod  two  pieeea  <^  artilleiv.  The  partisan 
rsngete  were  idaoed  in  tear  ol  the  artillery  and 
in&ntry,  yet  daring  the  darkness  a  few  of  them 
leaked  ^urough,  and  riding  forward  encountered 
Uie  enemy,  eaudng  exchimge  of  shots  between 
the  pidcets^  Qatlopmg  back,  they  poduced 
some  eonfosion,  which  led  to  rapid  firing  for  a 


few  BKHiMDtB,  during  which  Brindier-General 
Helm,  waa  dangeroujBly  injured  by  tU6  taJl  of 
his  horse,  Lieutenant  Todd,  his  aide-de-camp, 
killed,  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
severely  wounded,  several  enlisted  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  two  of  Captain  Cobb's  three 
guns  rendered  for  the  time  whoUv  useless. 
After  General  HeUn  was  disabled.  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Hunt  assumed  conunand  of  bis  bri- 
gade. Order  was  soon  restored,  and  the  force 
placed  in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Greenwell  Springs'  road.  I  was  obliged  to  con- 
tent myself  with  a  single  line  of  battle,  and  a 
small  regiment  of  infantry,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery  to  each  division  as  a  reserve.  The 
enemy  (iaxpecting  the  attack)  was  drawn  up  in 
two  lines,  or  rather  in  one  line,  with  strong 
reserves  distributed  at  intervals.  At  the  mo- 
noent  there  was  light  enough,  our  troops  moved 
rapidly  forward.  General  Boggles,  command- 
ing the  left,  brought  on  the  eugsgement  with 
four  pieces  of  Semmes'  battery,  9ie  Fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  and  Boyd's  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  of  the 
Fourtn  Louisiana,  and  the  Third,  Sixth,  and 
Seventh  Kentucky,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama,  und^  command  of  Colonel  Thompson,  of 
the  Tliird  Kentucky.  These  troops  moved  for- 
ward with^reat  impetuosity^  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  while  their  ringmg  cheers  inspired 
all  our  little  command. 

The  Louisiana  troops  chaiged  a  battery  and 
captured  two  pieces.  At  this  point  Colonel 
Allen,  commandmg  the  brigade,  while  pressing 
forward  with  the  colors  in  his  hand,  had  both 
legs  shattered,  and  LieutenantXIolonel  Boyd 
received  a  severe  wound.  This  produced  con- 
fusicm,  and  the  enemy  at  the  same  moment 
throwing  forward  a  strcmg  reinforcement,  the 
brigade  was  forced  back  in  some  disorder.  It 
was  rallied  by  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Breaux, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  and  other  officers, 
and  although  it  did  not  further  participate  in 
the  assault,  it  maintained  its  position  under  a 
fire  from  the  gunboats  and  lana  batteries  of  the 
enemy.  During  this  time,  Thompson's  brigade, 
which  composed  the  right  of  Ruggles'  division, 
was  bebavmg  with  great  gallantry,  often  driv- 
ing back  superior  forces,  and  towards  the  dose 
of  the  action  to<^  part  in  the  final  struggle 
from  a  position  immediately  on  the  left  oT^e 
First  divisioik  Colonel  Thompson,  being  severely 
wounded  in  a  charge,  the  command  devolved 
on  Colonel  Robertson,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, whose  conduct  fully  justified  the  coM- 
4enoe  of  his  froops.  The  Louisiana  batteir, 
Gb^tain  SeBunea,wa«  admirablv  handled  through- 
oat  The  First  division,  under  General  Clark, 
being  the  Second  brigacie,  composed  of  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Kentucky,  Thirhr-first  Missis- 
s^>pL  Thirty-first  and  Fourth  Alabama,  com- 
immded  by  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  the  Fourth  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  and  the 
Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-eighth,  and 
Forty-fifth   Tennessee,  consolidated   into   one 
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battalioi^,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smift.  of  ^e 
Twentiefii  Tennessee,  together  with  the  Hndson 
battery,  and  one  piece  of  Oobb's  battery,  ad- 
vanced to  the  right  of  the  Qreenwell  Springs 
road.  On  the  right,  as  on  &e  left,  tiie  enemy 
was  constantly  pressed  'back,  tmti]  after  several 
honrs  of  fl^htine  he  ^as  driven  to  his  last  en- 
campment m  a  large  grove  jnst  in  rear  of  Hie 
penitentiary.  Here  the  contest  was  hot  and 
obstinate,  and  it  was  here  the  First  division 
suffered  the  greatest  loss.  Colonel  Hnnt  was 
shot  down,  and  npon  the  fall  of  that  excellent 
officer,  at  tfie  suggestion  of  Qener&l  Clark,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  officers  concerned,  I 
placed  Captain  Jchn  A.  Bnckner,  Assistant 
Adjntant-General  on  my  staff,  in  command  of 
the  Second  brigade.  In  the  management  of  his 
command  he  displayed  so  hi^h  a  degree  of  skill 
and  conrtige  that  I  commend  him  especiiJly  to 
the  notice  of  the  government  (General  Clark 
pressed  the  attack  at  this  point  wilii  great 
vigor,  mitil  he  received  a  wonnd,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  mortal,  when,  thronrfi  some 
misapprehension,  the  Second  brigade  benm  to 
fell  back  down  the  slope,  but  without  connision. 
Captain  Bnckner  learning,  upon  Inqniry  from 
me,  that  I  did  not  desfre  a  retrograde  movement, 
immediately,  aided  by  Major  Wickfiffe,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  r^hnent  (Lientenant-Colonel 
Osddwpll,  who  was  injured  oy  the  accident  of 
preceding  night,  having  been  obliged  to  retfare), 
and  other  regimental  officers  faced  tiie  brigade 
about  and  renewed  the  attack.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  bri- 
bade,  composed  of  the  consolidated  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  ttie  Twenty-second  Mississippi 
Oaptain  Hughes,  was  ordered  forward,  and 
moved  against  tne  enemy  in  fine  style.  In  a 
few  moments  Captain  Hughes  received  a  mortal 
wound  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Observing 
some  troops  on  the  left  partial^  sheltered  by  a 
shfdlow  cut  in  the  road,  who  proved  to  be  the 
remnant  of  ThompsoniB  brigade,  and  out  of 
ammunition,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  the  First  division  with  the  bayonet 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  In  execnt- 
ing  it,  I  happened  to  observe,  as  distinguished 
for  alacrity.  Colonel  Crossland.  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodwin,  of  the 
Thirfy-flfth  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  of 
the  feghth  Kentuckjr,  on  duty  wltfc  slmrp- 
shooters.  At  this  crmcal  ponat,  Major  Brown, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captein  Richards,  one  or 
my  aids,  were  conspicuous  in  urging  on  the 
troops.  In  tiifs  assatilt  we  suffered  oonilfder- 
ably  from  the  fire  of  the  fleet  until  tiie  opposing 
lines  approached  each  other  so  closed  that  a 
regard  for  their  own  fHends  oblieed  them  to 
suspend.  The  contest  at  and  around  this  hist  en- 
campment was  bloody,  but  at  the  end  of  it  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  some  of  our 
F^en  pursuing  them  and  firing  at  them  for  some 
distance  down  the  street^runnlng  in  front  of  the 
arsenal  and  barracks.  They  did  not  reappear 
during  the  day.  It  was  now  ten  o'dod:.  We 
had  listened  in  Tahi  for  the  guns  of  the  Ar- 


kansas. I  saw  around  me  not  more  tiias  o&« 
thousand  exhausted  men,  who  had  been  imable 
to  procure  water  since  we  left  tiM  ComHe  riwr. 
The  enemy  bad  several  baMeriea  oommndiiig 
the  approaches  to  tlia  aneoal  and  hniitks, 
and  the  gunbostts  had  ahrea^rsopeaed  upoft  us 
with  a  direct  flfe«  Undeir  ueua  okcimstauoeai, 
s^though  "the  thwps  showed  tiie  utmost  indMbr- 
ence  to  danger  and  deatk,  and  wore  w^eo  n* 
luctimt  to  retire,  I  did  not  deem  it  pradqui  to 
pursue  ftie  victory  farther.  Bai^ii^  searoefy 
any  trsncportEEtion,  I  ordered  all  tbe  csodm  and 
stores  of  the  enemy  to  be  destroyed,  and 
directing  Captain  Bnckner  to  place  one  eectloa 
of  Semmes'  battery,  supported  by  fiie  Sewnlb 
Kentucky,  in  a  certain  ppositioB  on  the  fields 
withdrew  the  rest  of  Ae  troops  abevt  one  nfle 
to  *  Ward's  Oe^,"  wKh  tiie  hope  of  olytaliriag 
water,  bnt  ftuding  none  tiiere  St  fof  sMan  ef 
beast,  I  moved  the  conmaad  baok  t<r  the  Md 
of  battle,  and  proctired  a  very  faiperfeci  «^»ply 
frx)m  some  cisterns  in  the  subi£fbs  ef  the  to/in. 
This  position  we  occupied  ft^r  fiie  rest  of  Hie 

The  cit^ns  of  the  surrounding  tad  fMnly 
settled  countnr  eihibfted  the  mmmOBi  pfttriol- 
ism,  and  with  ^eir  assistMee,  oonvevmnoes 
enough  wisre  procured  to  carry  off  aH  ov 
wounded  who  couM  bear  reme^.  A  ftrv, 
armed  with  shot  ^uns  and  otiier  weapons,  hmd 
been  able  to  reach  the  field  in  tine  to  Mn  in 
ihe  attack.  Having  neith^ir  ptdn  nor  skcivoli, 
we  were  unable  to  dig  graves  for  the  bnrinl  of 
fte  dead.  I  stiD  hoped  for  Hie  oo^peiMioB  ef 
tfie  Aikansas,  and,  m  (hat  evmt,  intended  to 
renew  Ute  attack.  But  hte  in  the  rftemoon,  I 
learned  by  express  that  before  dayMgkt,  nad 
within  five  mfi^  of  Baton  Rofige,  her  maohfliAy 
had  become  disabled,  and  she  lay  h^pleon  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Upon  reoeiTfng^  Chia 
intelligence,  1  returned  wiA  my  cdnttmnd  to  tbo 
Comite  river,  leaving  a  force  of  observation  nesr 
the  submrbs  of  the  town.  Tbe^Bndnon  hsMery, 
Lieutenant  Sweeny,  and  Cobb%  one  pinee,  in 
chaiige  of  Sergeant  Hawk  Peak,  pteyed  «nir  pofi 
well  I  am  unable  to  give  tiie  exact  force  sf 
the  enemy,  but  by  compaHn^  tH  my  infnmin 
tion  wifli  the  number  and  sise  of  Ineh  fwnpn, 
and  the  extent  and  weight  of  Hteir  fire,  I  do  not 
think  they  brought  into  notion  lenatfann  for^ 
five  hundlted  men.  Wo  had  eloven  pisoea  ol 
field  arttHery.  They  brougirt  to  bear  on  ns  not 
less  than  eiglrteen  pieces,  oxdnsive  of  Iko  gnns 
of  fbo  fleet  In  one  i^espoot  Qko  oonttnt  bs^ 
tween  the  opposing  foroes  was  vefy  snnkln|^ 
Tile  enemy  were  well  slothed,  and  tnefr  on* 
campments  showed  thepreneuue^ of  eveiy oen^ 
fort  and  ^en  luxury.  Oar  men  had  Mlo  tinus 
portation,  indifforent  food,  and  no  siielter.  Hstf 
of  them  had  no  c^snts,  and  Inuidiodo  of  tasHi 
were  without  either  shoes  or  nodM?  70!  no 
troops  ever  behaved  witli  mnter  gaBan^,  and 
even  recldess  audacity,  whm  onn  nisfce  Mi 
difference,  unless  it  bo  the  snMtaio  oonrags 
inspired  by  a  just  cause  t  Tho  wonnd  of  Bn> 
gaoioTiOoneml  Obnrles  Cinrk 
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mortel,  and   Ifae  lawt   moiiQii  fiMwing  gftftt 
agony,  ke  was  kH  o»  tiM  field  «l  his  own  re- 
questi  kk  eid,  lientoMnt  T«rg«r,  reaaimg 
with  him.    The  next  aoBQing  thef  gsre  tbeoi- 
belyes  ap  to  thf  enen^*    I  oeviot  epeek  in 
tenne  too  etrong  ^  the  skiU,  oeolneee,  end  oow- 
age  of  Gonenil  cavk.    fie  jpkifed  Hie  pert  of  a 
perfeot  eokUet.   Brigedier-Genenl  Bogglee  ooa- 
dnoted  the  attaek  on  tke  hit  wiik  nDoomman 
rH>iditBr  end  preeieioB,  and  exkibited  throngh- 
oat  the  qaakliee  of  a  hraye  and  enerieooed 
officer,    m  addition  to  the  ottoere  of  n^  atuff 
aheady  mentioaed,  I  desire  to  express  mj  ae- 
knowledgBMots  of  the  aeel  and  nUan^  of 
Major  Wilson,  Chief  of  ArtiUery,  J^or  Hope, 
iB^^ector-Ckneraly  whose  hone  was  sliot  vnoer 
him,  Gbptain  Noeqnet,  Giief  of  Engineers,  lien- 
tenant  ttreekinridge«  AidsKie-Oamp,  and  Dootor 
Pendletoa,  Medieal  Direotor,  Msisted  hy  Dootor 
Weatherly,  en  temporary  eervioe.    A  nwnber 
of  ffentieaMQ*  from  Lonisjaiw  and  ekewhere, 
renaered  ettoiest  ssrvioe  as  ▼olnnteers,  among 
whom  were  lientoaaiii^kniel  Finokney,  Mr. 
Addieon,  and  Captain  Bird,  of  Looinana,  Ldeu- 
tenantCokmel  Brewer,  of  Kentnokv,  and  Mr. 
WiUiaB    B.   Hamikon,   of  Misaissippi.     The 
thanka  of  the  army  are  due  to  the  Hon.'Tkonias 
J.  I>aTideon,  for  his  attention  to  the  hospitals, 
and  to  all  Ihe  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Lon- 
isi«Da   for   their   derotion   to  our   sick   and 
wounded.    Cokmel  Pond  and  Major  DeBanm,  in 
oomnmnd  of  partisan  rangevs,  were  efficient 
before  and  after  the  batlie,in  obeerving  Mid 
harassing  the  enemy.    The  inability  oi  General 
Gkrk  and  the  iaihare  of  serefal  officers  to  make 
reports,  may  prevent  lull  justioe  to  the  oondnot 
of  the  First  oiTisioo.    An^  omission  here,  will, 
when  brought  to  my  notKse,  be  embodied  in  a 
sopplementai  reports    The  r^>ort  of  OenmJ 
fingfflee  is  very  fall,  as  to  all  thai  oocnrred  on 
the  Ibft    i  eend  herewith  a  list  of  the  offieors 
and  men  speoialfy  mentioned  in  the  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  r^>ortB,  for  eaUant  oon- 
dn^  vrith  the  request  that  it  be  published  and 
the  names  brought  to  the  lavorable  notioe  of 
the  government    I  transmit,  also,  the  reports 
of  the  subordinate  oommandera,  and  the  returns 
of  the  killed  and  wounded.    It  will  be  seen 
that  our  easialties  amounted  to  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eeven.    I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  loss  of  the  enen^y  was  much  greater.    We 
saptored  two  iags  and  a  few  pisoners.    Noth- 
ing was  left  by  us  but  one  caisson,  whieh  was 
so  much  ix^ured  aa  to  be  wholly  unservieeable, 
one  of  the  enemy's  beiBg  brought  oflf  in  its 
place.    ABetr  the  batde,  ttie  enemy,  who  had 
previondy  been  phuKieiing,  bmning  houses, 
aad  other  property,  steeling  ne^proeev  and  seia- 
ing  oitiaens  through  a  large  region  of  country, 
never  venitured  to  send  ont  another  marauding 
foree.    Our  pickets  eontinued  to  extend  to  Ae 
immediate  vicinity  of  Baton  Kouge,  and  very 
soen  the  snemv  abandoned  the  place,  and  re- 
tired to  New  Orieens     A  few. days  after  the 
engagement,  knowing  the  desire  of  the  M^or- 
Qmml  oonynmnding  to  seeare  astroqg  position 


on  the  MissisnmM,  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  I  occupied  Port  fiudson  with  a  portion 
of  the  tseopa  under  the  oommand  of  Bngadier- 
Genmal  Ruggka  The  next  day  I  received 
orders  to  remove  aU  the  troope  to  that  point 
Bri^adie^Geaeral  Bowen,  who  had  just  arrived, 
waa  left  with  his  command  on  the  Comite  River, 
to  observe  Baton  Rouge  from  Ihat  quarter,  to 
preieot  enr  hospitals,  and  to  cover  flie  line  of 
communication  between  Clinton  and  Gmb^> 
Moore.  I  direeted  Qeneral  Baggies  to  eeleet 
digibfe  positions  at  Port  Hudson  for  heavy 
b^teriea,  and  ordered  Cap4ain  Nooquet,  Chief 
Engineer,  to  report  to  him  temporarily  for  this 
du^.  Upon  my  arrival  there,  I  found  that 
rapid  progress  had  been  made,  aad  some  of  the 
woriu  under  obaige  of  Captain  Nooquet,  were 
ready  to  leoeive  we  guns,  which  tiie  Mi^or- 
Oeneral  commanding  wrote  me  were  on  tiie 
w^.  Port  Hudson  is  one  of',  the  skongest 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  which  Baton  Rouge 
IS  not,  and  batteries  there  wiU' oommand  £e 
river  more  completely  than  at  Vickiburg.  On 
the  nineteenth  dav  of  August,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment I  moved  from  Port  Hudson  for  Jadmon, 
Misaissippi,  with  a  portion  of  the  force,  leaving 
Brigadier-Goneral  Ruggles  hi  oommand  wi£ 
— > — -  troops.  In-  condading  this  report,  I 
have  to  express  n^  obligations  for  the  prompt 
and.eordku  support  which  I  received  at  all 
times  from  the  Mi^or-General  commanding  the 
department 

Very  respeotfoHy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Joan  C.  BaacmrHDOB, 

I  omitM  to  mention  that  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Binford,  was  not  brought  into 
actioa  This  admirable  regiment,  much  re- 
duced by  long  and  gallant  services,  was  held  as 
a  reserve. 

John  C  BaaoKitfaaMia. 

BEPORI  Of  BRIQADIEEUSENXRAL  DANIEL  RUQOLBS^ 

BacoofDmn  OnowD  Ditbkm,  Ftitaf  Dbboot,') 

Oamt  BBaoKOQBDaa,  ▲agmt  9,  Isflfll        j 

Bdix  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Major-General  commanding 
the  forces,  the  foOowing  report  of  the  pert  taken 
by  my  division  in  the  aotion  of  the  fifth  instant, 
at  Baton  Rove : 

The  Second  division  was  composed  of  two 
brigadea,  the  Fs«t  oonsieting  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Captain  Bowman;  Sixth  Ken- 
tacky,  LieatenaaiColonel  C<rfer ;  Seventh  Ken- 
tudcy.  Colonel  Crosshmd ;  and  Thirty-fif th  Akr 
bama.  Colonel  Robertson.  The  Second  brigade, 
of  the  Fourth  Louisiana  reraaent.  Lieutenant 
Cokmel  Hunter ;  battalion  of  Thirtieth  Louisiana 
regiment,  Colonel  J.  H.  Breauz ;  battalion  oi 
Stewart's  Legion,  Lieutenant-Cdonel  Boyd ;  and 
Confederate  light  battery,  Chptahi  J.  0.  Senmies 
with  two  aompaoiea  mounted  men,  and  some  two 
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hundred  and  £ftj  partiBan  rangers,  detached  on 
Boosting  and  outpost  service. 

On  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  Ai^mt  tfaiid  di- 
vision proceeded  from  Corinth  bridge,  marching 
left  in  front ;  Semmes'  light  battery  in  the  rear 
of  left  battalion  Fourtii  Louimana  vtduateers,  a 
detachment  commanded  by  LieutenanK)oloiiel 
Shields;  Thirtielh  Lomsiana  Tolunteers,  oon- 
•isting  of  one  oompany  from  his  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Bc^le ;  one  oomtpany  parti- 
san rangers,  commanded  by  Captain  Anuker ;  one 
company  mounted  raneere  and  a  section  of 
Semmes' battery,  under  Lietttenaiit  Faontleroy, 
had  preceded  ttie  inarch  of  the  division,  having 
left  camp  at  four  and  a  half  p.  m..  to  operate  on 
the  Plank  road  leading  ftrom  Baton  Kouge  to 
Chnton,  on  our  extreme  right  The  head  of  the 
division  column,  preced^  by  a  oon4>any  of 
mounted  rangeis  and  advanced  gpmrd,  reached 
Ward's  Creek  bridge,  oa  the  Greenwell  Springs 
and  Baton  Rouge  road,  about  three  o'clock  a.  k., 
where  a  temp&rary  halt  was  called  preparatory 
to  the  formation  of  the  division  line  of  battle. 
Daring  this  halt,  while  the  advance  was  driving 
in  the  enemy'«  pickets,  some  stragglers  from  the 
column  were  mistaken  for  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  fired  on.  The  mistake  being  mutual,  in  the 
darkness,  a  few  shots  were  ezcbeinged,  unfortu- 
nately disabling  (General  H^lm  and  killing  Lieu- 
tenant Todd.  This  necessarily  caused  some 
confusion.  Order,  however,  was  soon  restored, 
and  the  column  marched  to  the  point  whence 
the  deployment  was  to  commence.  The  line 
was  formed  a  little  before  daylight  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  (the  First),  with  the  right 
resting  near  the  Greenwell  Spring  road.  Col- 
onel Allen's  brigade  (the  Second)  on  the  left, 
his  left  extending  through  a  wood  and  resting 
on  a  large  field.  Semmes*  battery  (four  pieces) 
in  the  centre,  occupying  the  space  between  the 
two  brigades ;  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captun  Augustus  Scott,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  to  ob- 
serve and  endeavor  to  prevent  any  attempt  to 
outflank  us  in  that  direction.  At  a  little  after 
daylight,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
ord  er  was  ^iven  to  advance.  The  line  proceeded 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  befn'e  it  encountered 
a  brisk  fire  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
strongly  posted  on  our  extreme  ri^ht,  in  some 
houses  surrounded  by  trees  and  picket  fences. 
Almost  simultaneously  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
opened  on  our  line  from  the  same  direction. 
Semmes'  battery  was  ordered  forward  to  our  in- 
dicated position,  to  drive  off  t2ie  skirmishers  and 
silence  the  euemy's  battery,  and  the  whole  line 
moved  rapidly  forward  firine  and  dieering.  The 
effect  was  instantaneous.  The  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers fled,  and  his  battenr  was  compelled  to  change 
position  and  seek  shelter  under  the  gane  of  the 
arsenal  to  prevent  being  captured,  where  it  re- 
mained, continuing  to  fire  on  our  advancing 
line.  Semmes'  battery  took  position  on  tiie 
right  of  the  division,  to  keep  up  the  eufirage- 
ment  with  the  battery  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  continued  to  advance,  un- 


der an  occasional  fire,  across  an  open  field  and 
through  some  oom-ftelds,  J«ct  liijaad  which 
they  encountered  a  heavy  fve  firom  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  in  a  wood.    Here  the  conteat 
was  wsffnuy  maintained  on  both  sides  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  during  which  the  First  division 
succeeded  in  entering  a  regimental  camp  on  our 
right    The  enemv  wrare  fiiudly  driven  back  into 
and  through  another  oamp  immediataiy  in  oor 
front    The  enemy- at  this  period  were  strongly 
reinforced,  and  a  heavy  battery  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  centre  opened  an  oblique  fire  an  botii 
brigades.    About  the  same  tame  the  eoMny  at- 
tempted to  break  our  centre,  by  pushing  a  col- 
umn between  ^e  two  Mgades.    This  more- 
ment  being  discovered  Semmes'  battery  was  or- 
dered forward  and  opened  on  this  ocJumn  at 
i^ort   range,  with   Krape  and    canister   with 
marked  effect,  for  a  row  rapid  dischar|^  acat- 
tered  the  enemy  and  drove  him  back  m  confo- 
sion.    A  simihir  attempt  was  ma^e  on  the  right 
of  the  division,  which  was  defeated  with  eqnal 
success  by  a  timely  and  weU-directed  fire  Cram 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Six^  Kesitiicky 
regiments.    The  two  brigades,  which^  from  the 
nature  of  the  eronnd,  mid  become  separated, 
were  ordered,  in  advancing,  to  gain  ground,  to 
the  right  and  left  respectively,  in  order  to  sub- 
ject the  enemy's  position  in  front  to  a  converg- 
ing fire. '  L[i  executing  this  movement  the  f^rst 
brigade  met  a  portion  of  the  First  di  vision  &B- 
ing  back  in  some  disorder.    Colonel  IliampsQQ 
h^ted  and  was  ii^empting  to  reform  them  when 
he  was  faiformed  by  a  mounted  ofl^r  that  the 
order  was  for  the  whole  line  to  &U  bac^    in 
obedience  to  this  vappoaed  order  he  fell  bmck  a 
short  distance,  but  soon  reformed  his  line  and 
charged  the  enemy  under  a  galling  fire.    Unfor- 
tunately, while  leading  his  men  in  this  diaige. 
Colonel  Thompson  fefi,  severely  wounded,  ud 
was  borne  from  the  field,  and  about  the  same 
time  Colonel  Allen  also  fell,  dangerously  womid- 
ed,  while  leading,  with  unsarpasaed  gaDantry, 
his  brigade  against  a  battery  of  the  enony. 
These  circumstanees  prevented  the  further  pros- 
ecution  ci  this  movement    About  this  time  the 
Major-General  commanding  arriving  upon  this 
part  of  die  field,  directed  the  final  charge  upon 
the  enemy  which  drove  him  in  confosioti  throogfa 
his  last  regimental  encampment  to  &e  river  un- 
der ^e  protection  of  his  gunboats.    His  camps, 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  personal  prop- 
erty, commissary  stores,  and  clothing,  were  de- 
stroyed.   Finding  it  fruitless  to  reasain  longer 
under  the  fire  of  Sie  gunboats,  and  disappointed 
iu  the  expected  co-operation  of  the  Arkansas,  Um 
exhausted  troops  were  withdrawn  in  good  ords 
to  the  Bubmrbs  of  the  town ;  the  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky regiment  and  a  section  of  Semmes'  sr- 
tiHery  being  left  on  the  field  -to  protect  the  col- 
lection of  the  stragglers  and  wooiided,  which 
was  thoroughly  aooompltehied.    Colonel  ADe&'s 
brigade,  on  the  left,  moved  forward  thnM^gh  a 
wood  and  into  some  com^elds.    They  soon  en- 
count^ed  the  enemy  in  rapmor  force,  pro- 
tected by  houses  and  fences.   TheysuocesBvafy 
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diarged  tiieee  poeitioiui,  driYing  the  enemr 
Bteadilj  back  imml  within  a  few  hundred  yarda 
of  the  river,  where  they  were  anbjected  to  a  de- 
Btmctive  fire  from  the  batteries  before  men- 
tioned and  the  enemy's  gunboats.  They  ohumd 
and  took  a  section  fin)m  one  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, Colonel  Allen  leading  the  advance  with 
the  colors  of  one  of  his  battalions  in  his  hand. 
It  was  at  this  critical  innctore  that,  as  befwe 
stated,  this  gallant  soldier  fell  from  his  horse 
severelv  wounded^  and  during  the  oonfosion 
which  foRowed  this  misfortune,  the  enemy  suc- 
ceeded in  recapturing;  the  pieces. 

The  euem^  pressed  heavily  upon  this  brigade 
and  poured  into  it  'such  a  galling  fire  from  in- 
fant^ and  artillery  that  it  fell  Imck  in  some  dis- 
order. Colonel  Breauz,  who  assumed  command 
upon  ^e  ML  of  Colonel  AHen,  suoeeeded,  with 
the  aid  of  officers  of  the  brigade  and  two  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  staff,  who  were  sent  to 
his  assistance,  in  rallying  a  sufficient  number  to 
show  front  to  the  enemy  until  Semmes'  battery 
was  brought  up,  as  already  stated,  to  tiieir  sup- 
port, ana  succeeded,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  m 
preventing  the  enemy's  advance.  This  position 
was  maintained  despite  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
brigade  from  the  enemy's  gunboats  and  land 
batteries  imtU  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  to  the  suburbs  of  ihe 
town*  lieutenant-Colonel  Shields  had  been  or- 
dered, as  already  stated,  to  take  position  on  the 
Plank  road  leading  from  Clinton  to  Baton  Rouge, 
and  as  soon  as  ne  heard  the  fire  of  our  main 
body,  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  said  to 
be  stationed  at  the  junction  of  the  CUnton  and 
Bayon  Sara  roads.  This  service  was  promptly 
and  gallantly  performed.  He  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's pickets,  followed  them  up,  and  opened  fire 
on  a  regimental  encampment  to  the  right  of  the 
Greenwell  Springs  road,  driving  the  enemy 
from  it.  He  was  nere  met  by  two  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  but  succeeded  in  holding  them  at 
bay  till  he  was  fired  upon  by  our  own  artil- 
lery, but  fortunately  without  injunr.  Four 
of  the  artiUerv  horses  beinff  disabled,  and  the 
infantry  unable  to  withstana  the  heavy  fijre  of 
the  enemy,  he  withdrew  to  his  original  position, 
where  the  wounded  horses  were  replaced  by 
others,  when  he  returned  to  his  advanced  posi- 
tion, which  he  held  till  General  Clark's  division 
came  up  on  his  left,  when  the  two  companies  of 
infantry  were,  by  order  of  the  M%jor-Ceneral 
commanding,  at^hed  to  the  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment.  The  section  of  artillery 
under  his  command  retained  its  position  untd 
tiie  army  retired,  when  it  rejoinea  the  battciy 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  In  concluding  this 
report  of  the  battle,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
statinj;  that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and 
men  was  eallant  and  daring,  every  movement 
being  pertormed  with  characteristic  prompti- 
tude. 1  respectfully  commend  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  of  btigades,  as  well  as  those 
of  regiments,  battalions,  and  independent  com- 
panies, to  the  spedal  consideration  of  the  Com- 


manding General,  and  also  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing officers  and  soldiers,  specially  named  in 
these  reports,  to  favorable  consideration :  First, 
Colonel  A.  P:  Thompson  and  Colonel  H.  W. 
Allen,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely 
woimded.  Fifth  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bowman.  Seventh  Kentucky,  (xilonel 
Crossland,  and  his  color-bearer,  James  RoUina. 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer ;  Cap- 
tains J.  Smith,  Utterbaok,  and  Thomas  Page,  and 
First-Lieutenant  H.  Hamed.  Thirty-fifUi  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gk>odwin.  Of  the  second  brigade,  the  Fourth 
Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter.  In  this 
regiment.  Lieutenant  Corkem,  Company  B,  Lieu- 
tenant Jetter,  Company  H,  and  Seijeanl-Major 
Daniels.  Battdion  oi  Stewart's  Legion  com- 
manded by  LieutenaDl>0>lonel  Samuel  Boyd, 
who  was  disabled  by  a  severe  flesh  wound  in 
the  arm.  Captain  Chum  also  was  wounded.  The 
command  devolved  upon  Captain  T.  Bynum, 
who  acte^  with  gallantry.  The*  battalion  Thir- 
tieth resriment  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Breaux,  who  spesks  in 
high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment, 
especially  Captain  N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieuten- 
ant Dapremont,  bo^  wounded.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ^Shields,  Thirtieth  Louisiana,  command- 
ing separate,  detachment,  who  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Fauntle- 
roy,  commanding  section  of  guns  in  his  detach- 
ment Captain  Semmes,  commanding  battery, 
and  his  officers.  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  J.  A. 
West,  performed  gallant  service.  Captain 
Blonnt,  Brigade  Inspector  of  Second  brigade, 
rendered  gsulant  service  in  the  field,  where  it  is 
believed  he  ias  fieillen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him  since.  I  also  have  the  gratification  to 
name  tke  members  of  my  staff  who  served  with 
me  on  this  occasion,  viz.:  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Simdidge,  corps  artillery  Confederate  States 
aUrmy,  A.  A.  A.  and  Inspector-General ;  Captain 
George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Major  E. 
S.  Ruggles.  acting  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Acting 
Chief  (>)mmissary  of  Subsistence ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant M.  B.  Ruggles,  Aide-de-Cteunp.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshij-General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gallan^  throughout  the  conflict 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  eenei^l 
stafls,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Samuel  Bard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  De  SauUes,  engineer ;  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Price 
and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt  Other  officers  on 
special  service,  amongst  wnom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 

Sorary  service ;  Captains  Curry,  Kinderson,  and 
ehom,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  and 
Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with  zeal  and  gal- 
kintry.  The  entire  division  entering  tho  fi^ht 
numbered  about  nineteen  hundred  and  fiffy,  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  with  a  few  irregular  cavalry 
and  partisan  rangers,  numbering  in  all  some 
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tiiree  himdred  and  Mty  or  four  hnadracL    The 
oasoalUes — killed,  wounded,  and  miseing — ^be- 
ing two  himdred  and  seventv-eeven  (277). 
Very  reapectfuJJy,  . 

lour  obedient  servant, 
Dandel  Rikxiles. 
Brigadier*  OMi«ral,  oommvidlng  Seoond  Dt^itloD. 
Captain  John  A,  Bucknsb, 


Bvcnrr  or  a.  a.  GamtAL  j.  a.  bdcknol 


■} 


miMB  noM  BAToir  Rocob, 
AogoBt  9, 1861 

GEiraaAL :  In  eomplianoe  with  your  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report 
of  the  late  engagement  at  Baton  Rouge,  so  finr 
as  the  First  brigade  of  First  division  was  con- 
cerned, after  its  commanders,  Brigadier-Oeneral 
Helm,  and  subsequently  Colonel  Thomas  Hunt, 
were  wounded,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  conmiand  at  jour  hands.  The  enemy  had 
been  repulsed  from  one  of  his  encampments, 
and  the  different  regiments  constitutmg  the 
First  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  one  of 
his  camps,  not,  however,  fully  deployed.  After 
moving  the  two  regiments  on  me  left  of  (he 
brigade,  by  the  flank  to  the  left,  the  whole  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to 
advance.  The  movement  waa  spiritedly  made 
up  to  the  sacond  encampment,  mrough  a  some- 
what sharp  volley  of  musketry,  in  as  Kood  style 
as  the  broken  and  confined  limits  of  me  ground 
would  admit,  and  immediately  the  enemy  was 
hotly  and  determinedly  engaged.  After  a  few 
volleys,  I  ordered  the  brigade  forward,  whid^ 
order  was  being  promptly  obeyed  l|y  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Kentnciy,  the  other  regiments  beins 
just  in  the  act  of  advancing,  when  I  received, 
from  General  dark,  the  order  to  face  about  and 
retreat  This  order  was  then  given  by  mvself 
and  General  Clark's  aids.  The  troops  fell  baek 
reluctantly,  and  not  in  veiy  good  order,  the 
General  himself  and  a  number  of  others  bfr- 
ing  wounded  in  the  retreat  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  you  to  know  whetlieryou  had  order- 
ed the  retreat,  and  was  informed  that  you  had 
not  The  Second  brigade  of  this  division  was 
then  (Htlered  by  yourself  to  advance.  It  went 
up  in  good  style,  Captain  Hughes,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  regiment,  leading 
them  gallantly.  By  your  presence  and  assist- 
ance, the  first  brigade  was  rallied  and  led  by 
yourself,  in  person,  to  the  same  position  from 
which  it  had  fidlen  back,  when  it  joined  with 
the  Second  brigade,  and  moved  conjointly 
through  the  secolul  encampment  driving  ^e 
enemy  before  them  through  the  tnini  ^d  knt 
of  their  camps  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  their 
gunboats.  This  being  accomplished,  which  was 
all  that  was  expected  of  the  land  force,  the  Ark- 
ansas failing  to  make  her  appearance,  nothing 
remained  but  to  destroy  what  had  been  cap- 
tured (inasmuch  as  no  arrangement  had  been 
made  for  bearing  it  ofi^  thou^  the  battle-field 
was  in  our  possession  sufficiently  long),  and  re- 


tire from  the  range  of  the  enemy's  batteriee  oo 
the  river.  Accoraingly,  you  gave  me  ^e  order 
to  withdraw  the  division  out  of  range  of  the  fire 
of  the  fleet,  to  await  the  movements  of  th.e  gun- 
boat ArkaiMas.  This  was  done  in  good  order, 
though  with  some  degree  of  reluctance,  the 
cause  of  the  movement  not  beii^  fully  under- 
stood. Your  order  to  fire  the  enemy's  tents  and 
stores  was  well  executed.  Their  loss  mnat  have 
bcNBU  veiy  heavy  in  Quartermaster  and  Cammia- 
sary  supplies,  and  particularly  so  in  Satlets* 
stores,  considerable  quantities  of  new  goods 
and  eeneral  equipments  being  burned.  The 
position  in  which  you  left  me  near  the  house 
where  General  Clark  lay  wounded  was  held 
more  than  two  hours  after  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  were  withdrawn,  with  a  section  of 
Semmes'  lottery,  and  the  renmant  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky  regiment,  Colonel  Crossland  command- 
ing, as  support  Leamiiv  thai  Cobb's  battery 
had  left  its  position  ancTbeen  ordered  to  the 
rear,  the  section,  with  its  support  under  nty 
command,  was  removed  to  occupv  the  better 
position  left  bv  Captain  Cobb,  at  whidi  point  it 
remained  a  half  hour,  and  would  have  remained 
the  whole  evening,  but  for  the  erroneous  infor- 
mation of  ttie  enemy's  aivance  in  force  being 
eiven  by  a  surgeon  who  was  moving  rapidly  to 
tne  rear.  Leaving  pickets  at  this  point  just  ia 
the  edge  of  town,  I  withdrew  the  artiBery  and 
its  support  slowly  back  to  the  point  at  irhidi 
you  lound  me.  A  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted 
early  in  the  evening  by  the  enemy,  and  on  being 
met  by  an  officer  whom  I  sent  to  the  front,  the 
privUege  of  bearing  ofT  the  dead  and  wounded 
was  requested  and  granted  for  four  hours  by 
yourself,  upon  condition  that  the  agreement  m 
reduced  to  writing.  No  conmiunication  being 
received  in  writit^  for  some  time,  twenty  min- 
utes  longer  were  given,  shortly  after  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  a  note  was  received,  signed 
by  tiie  commanding  officer  at  Baton  Rouge,  dia> 
claiming  the  flag  of  truce. 

I  cannot  concmde  mv  report  without  speakinr 
of  the  cool  courage  and  efacient  skill  with  whia 
Brigadier^enenu  Charles  Clark  led  his  command 
into  the  action,  and  the  valuaUe  assistance  r^ 
dered  him  by  hia  Aids,  lieutenants  ^ooner  and 
Yerger :  of  the  efficiency  of  Ms^or  H.  B.  T(»p, 
of  £e  Thirty-first  Mississippi,  in  leading  ms 
regiment ;  of  Major  Brown,  Cliief  Commissary  of 
the  division,  whose  feadess  exjKwure  of  hin»df 
where  the  contest  was  hottest,  in  urgmK  on  die 
troops  to  a  charge ;  of  Captain  J.  HT  MiDer, 
commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment,  who 
displayed  conroicuous  gallantry  in  leading  his 
reg^ent;  of  Colonel  Orossland,  commanding 
Seventh  Kentucky  reffiment,  whose  re^imeo^ 
after  being  in  front  and  assisting  in  bearmg  fte 
brunt  of  the  battle,  remained  iq>on  the  field 
whUe  the  shells  from  the  enemy's  gunboats  were 
falling  thickly  around  them ;  and  c^  the  vahiable 
service  rendered  me  by  Major  C  Wi<^liffs,  of 
the  Fifth  Kentucky,  towards  die  dose  of  the 
engagement,  where  his  constant  presence  at  the 
h^  of  hib  raiment,  inspired  confidenoe  and 
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coniBge,  not  only  amon|^  his  own  men,  bat  aQ 
who  were  near  him  m  the  closing  contest, 
which  decided  the  engagement  so  favorably  and 
so  gloriously  for  the  Confederate  arms.  For 
list  of  casualties  I  would  refer  you  to  papers 
'*A"  and  "  B,"  concerning  the  battle, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  (General, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A«  Buoknsr, 

A.  A.O«ii«imL 


ssPOTT  of  OOLQNEL  L.  B.  flmiH. 

HBADQUAimRS  FlBflr  DlTOTOir,  ) 

Oamp  ok  Oowtb  Ritkr,  August  10,  1862.  / 

Mcnor^Chneral  Breckinridge : 

Sir  :  The  following  b  a  correct  report  of  the 
part  the  Fourth  brigade  took  in  the  late  engage- 
ment in  front  of  the  cit^  of  Baton  Rouge,  on 
the  fifth  instant  By  order  of  General  Clu-k,  I 
moved  the  Fourth  brigade  across  a  corn-field, 
perpendicular  to  the  road,  throwing  the  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment  in  the  woods,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  to  protect  the  ri^ht  We 
then  moved  forward  across  several  fields  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  when  the  division  was 
hs^ed  till  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  road,  and  then  by  the  front,  till 
they  fired  on  me,  which  was  returned.  At  that 
moment  we  were  not  more  than  twenty  yards 
from  their  Unes.  About  three  rounds  uom  our 
men  put  them  to  flight  The  fog  being  so  thick, 
we  could  not  see  more  than  twenty  steps.  We 
were  then  on  a  line  with  their  camps  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  the  firing  had  ceased,  when 
General  Clark  ordered  me  to  fidl  back  in  the 
ravine  some  hundred  yards  to  the  rear.  I 
about-fjBtced  the  brigade,  and  marched  back  in 
good  order,  walking  my  men  in  a  gully.  Soon 
after,  the  Second  brigade  moved  obliquely  to 
the  left,  and  engaged  them  on  the  left  oi  the 
road ;  the  right  of  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
^  give  way,  and  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  I 
'  suppose,  I  moved  forward  to  their  support,  and 
to  their  right,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  a  gen- 
eral forward  movement  was  made  by  our  divis- 
ion. About  &e  time  we  had  reached  the  tents 
and  tops  of  the  hills,  orders  came  to  faU  back 
to  the  bridge,  where  the  stampede  had  taken 
place  that  morning,  which  we  did  in  as  good 
order  as  we  could  after  having  so  severely  en- 
gaged them.  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
names  of  Lieutenant^lonel  Moore,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee ;  Captain  Hup^hes,  of  the  Twen- 
ty-second Mississippi,  and  Adjutant  Fitzpatrick, 
of  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  as  actmg  gal- 
kntlv  dl  through  the  engagement.  Captain, 
Hughes  fell  in  the  last  charge  at  the  head  of  his 
men.  The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  v^as  held  in 
reserve  with  a  battery,  and  was  not  in  the  fight 
The  men  behaved  well,  and  observed  the  com- 
mands I  gave  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L  B.  Smith, 
Colooel,  comnuoUlog  Fonrib  Brls^de. 

Vol.  X.--DOC.       45 


BBPOBT  or  OXXLOSaSL  J.  BDWAimB. 

HKADQUABTIR8  TBilTT-fmnr  Al^lUMA  lUHUiaSHT,      ) 

Camp  nkab  Comrb  Rivkr,  Ijl,  August  8,  1802.  / 

Mqjor  John  A.  BwUcnery  AsaistafU  AcfjiUarU- 
Gfeneral: 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty-first  Ala- 
bama regiment,  in  the  action  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  the  fifth  instant  At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  mfierent 
regiments,  composing  the  Second  brigade,  of 
which  my  regunent  formed  a  part,  were  as- 
signed their  positions  in  line  of  battle.  After 
having  advanced  for  considerable  distance  over 
very  diflicult  ground,  my  rariment,  with  the 
Thirty-first  Mississippi  and  Fourth  Kentucky, 
wa^  ordered  to  commence  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left,  which  order  was  executed  vigor- 
ously, b'ut  cautiously,  skirmishers  being  thrown 
out  at  dififerent  tim^s  and  places.  The  foe  hov- 
ering over  the  field  rendered  it  impossible  to 
discover  what  was  in  our  front  at  a  distance  of 
but  a  few  paces.  The  enemy  retired  slowly  be- 
fore the  well-directed  fire  which  we  constantly 
poured  upon  them,  failing  back  from  their  first 
encampment  On  reaching  that  encampment, 
my  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  in 
front  and  on  the  left  flank,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  fall  back.  At  this  point  Lieutenant 
Childress,  of  Company  K,  was  mortally,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hays,  of  Company  G,  and  Sergeant 
Loughlin,  of  Corapanv  6,  were  severely  wound- 
ed while  gallantly  fighting,  and  left  on  the  field. 
Having  fallen  back  to  a  small  ravine,  the  line 
was  re-formed,  and  advanced  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  then*  last  encampment  to  our  left, 
which  was  c^bantly  done  after  a  severe  contest. 
The  order  men  being  given  for  us  to  retire,  it 
was  executed- in  good  order.  Sickness  and 
death  had  thinned  my  ranks  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  only  carried  into  action  ninety-seven,  rank 
and  file,  of  which  number  two  were  killed  and 
nine  wounded.  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that 
although  neither  of  my  field-officers  were  with 
me,  both  being  absent,  sick,  I  found  but  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  rallying  my  men.  I  saw  not 
a  single  instance  in  my  regiment,  amidst  all  the 
galling  fires  of  the  enemy,  which  they  with- 
stood, of  any  officer  or  soldier  being  disposed 
to  shrink  from  his  duty,  but  all  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  stem  determination  to 
conquer  or  die.  In  the  last  charge  made  upon 
the  enemy,  when  they  were  driven  from  their 
last  encampment,  I  am  proud  to  say  my  regi- 
ment was  side  by  side  with  the  foremost  in  the 
charge,  and  when  the  work  was  accomplished 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and 
we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  they  did  so  in 
perfect  order.        Very  respectfully, 

J.  Edwards, 

Colonel,  oommanding  Thlrly-flrat  Alabama  Ragimiiii. 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  TOPP. 

HKADQUAKfBa  TtaBTT-nRsr  RmMm  MBMUHum  VoiA  \ 
August  7, 18S2.  J 

Major  John  A,  Buckner,  A.  A.  General: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol 
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lowing  report  About  the  time,  or  immediately 
after  ttie  repulse  of  the  Second  division,  a  por- 
tion of  our  brigade,  of  which  the  Thirty-first 
Mississippi  regiment  was  a  part,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  forward  through  several  corn-fields, 
in  which  the  enemy  was  discovered  by  my  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  for  that  purpose,  towards 
the  second  encampment,  to  which  we  ap- 
proached within  two  hundred  vards  or  less, 
driving  constantly  the  enemy  before  us,  when  a 
terrific  fire  from  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
the  second  encampment  checked  our  advance, 
and  where  well-nigh  all  of  my  casualties  oc- 
curred. At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  fail 
back,  by  Colonel  Hunt,  and  the  retreat  had  hardly 
begun  when  Colonel  Hunt  was  wounded  and 
taken  ofi"  the  field.  Here  I  attempted  to  rally 
my  regiment,  but  the  confusion  had  become  so 
gener^  that  I  found  it  i&possible  to  do  so. 
We  then  fell  back  to  the  ravine  in  advance  of 
the  first  encampment,  and  formed  under  the 
cover  of  the  ravine.  General  Clark,  command- 
ing division,  came  up  at  this  juncture.  I  told 
him  that  we  were  without  a  brigade  commander. 
Colonel  H.  having  been  wounded  and  requested 
him  to  assign  some  one  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade.  Colonel  Edwards,  of  the  Thirty-first 
Alaoama,  having  lost  his  horse,  and  expressing 
an  unwillingness  to  assume  the  commit  xf. 
General  C.  then  left,  and  very  soon  Major  Buck- 
ner.  as  I  was  informed,  took  the  command,  and 
ordered  us  to  march  by  the  left  flank  in  tlie  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  second  encampment,  and 
having  fairly  gotten  us  in  a  position  to  ad- 
vance, ordered  ujb  forward.  The  command  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  brigade,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  two  regiments  qn  the  right,  was 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy.  My  regiment 
.was  lying  down  firing,  with  very  little  damage 
to  themselves,  and  gradually  approaching  the 
encampment,  when  to  our  surprise  we  observed 
the  right  of  our  brigade  falling  back  in  disorder. 
I  have  no  idea  who  gave  the  command,  as  I  was 
on  the  extreme  left  I  then  ordered  my  regi- 
ment to  fall  back,  which  it  did,  in  confusion,  to 
the  cut  in  tlie  road.  At  this  time  the  regiments 
held  in  reserve  were  carried  forward  by  General 
Clark,  and  we  rallied  again  in  the  road  nnder 
the  dhection  of  Major  Buckner.  We  were  a 
second  time  ordered  to  forward,  and  this  time 
there  was  no  halting  or  falling  back.  We  ad- 
vanced at  a  double-quick  to  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  encampment,  fired,  and  charged 
bayonets,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way, 
and  finally  ended  in  a  rout.  We  were  entering 
the  encampment  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt, 
by  Major  B.,  and  formed  upon  the  color-line  of 
the  second  encampment.  We  remained  in  this 
position  some  five  minutes  or  more,  when  the 
same  offier  called  '^  attention,"  gave  the  com- 
mand, "  about  face,  forward,  march,"*  the  whole 
line  marching  in  admirable  order. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K  Topp,     . 
Major,  oomixuuiding  Thlrty-Orat  Mlmissippi  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  ILUOR  J.  C.  WICKUFFE. 

Hbadquartbs  Ftm  Kbruckt  Rmmrr,' 

CAIIP  MXAB  CQHnslilTB,  LOVBAIA, 

August  7, 1M2. 


'\ 


8iB :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  yon 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  in  the  action  of  the 
fifth  instant,  at  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Fifth  Kentucky,  with  the  commander  of 
the  brigade,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  early 
on  the  momine  of  the  fifth  of  August  The  line 
was  advanced  towards  Baton  Rouge  steadilj. 
In  obedience  to  an  order  of  my  brigade  com- 
mander, my  regiment  was  held  as  a  support  to 
the  battery  atteched  to  tliis  brigade,  where  it 
remained  until  I  received  an  order  in  person 
from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to  post  one 
company,  as  pickets,  to  the  right  and  at  soiDe 
distance  from  the  arsenal.  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  I  placed  Captain  Gillum,  with  his  com- 
pany, consisting  of  one  lieutenant,  four  sergeanta, 
one  corporal  and  twenty-four  men,  upon  the 
ground  designated  by  the  Greneral,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  another  order  from  him,  left  Gapkain 
Gillum  there,  when  my  conmiand  was  ord^ 
to  join  the  brigade  and  engage  the  euemjin 
their  camps,  ^ptain  Gillum  remained  at  bis 
post  until  ordered  away,  when  the  brigade  ^^ 
tire  d  to  iliO  point  where  the  line  of  battle  wis 
first  formed.  Thus  this  company  was  preTeot- 
ed  liora  engaging  in  the  battle,  and  this  will 
account  why  none  were  killed  or  wounded  ia 
company  A,  of  this  regiment  When  ordered 
by  Major-General  Breckinridge  to  join  the 
brigade  to  which  my  regiment  is  at^bed,  I 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Keo- 
tucky  regiment,  which  was  the  first  regiment  in 
the  brigade.  Immediately  after  this,  an  order 
frc«n  you  was  given  to  advance.  My  coinmaihl 
did  so,  and  until  the  fire  was  drawn  from  tbe 
enemy,  who  were  secreted  in  and  about  the 
tents  of  the  third  and  last  encampment  Tbe 
fire  was  immediately  returned  by  the  men 
under  my  command.  It  continued  wane 
and  heavy  for  about  twenty  or  twenty-fivl 
minutes,  our  line,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  ad- 
vancing very  littte,  but  steadily,  and  the  eomy 
as  slowly  retreating.  At  this  time  an  order  iras 
given  by  Brigadier-Ckneral  Clark,  commanding 
the  division,  to  fall  back  to  a  small  rarine-a 
short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  re4brm,  which 
was  executed  in  good  order.  In  a  few  momeoti 
we  were  again  ordered  to  advance,  and  did  «>, 
never  halting  until  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
from  the  last  of  their  encampments.  Afla-  the 
brigade  Hue  had  been  formed,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  you,  we  retired  slowly  and  in 
good  order.  My  command  numbered  two  him- 
dred  and  twenty-two,  rank  and  file.  From  thiA 
deduct  Company  A,  numbering  thirty-one  off 
cers  and  men,  and  seven  detailed  to  carrf  o^ 
the  wounded,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  sen 
actually  engs^ed  in  the  fight,  under  my  com- 
mand, to  one  nundred  and  eighty-four  men. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cannalties  vhicb 
occurred  in  my  regiment :  In  Company  A,  nose. 
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In  Company  B,  L.  P.  SmiHi,  mortally  wounded, 
and  since  dead ;  H.  Osborne,  slightly.  In  Com- 
pany C,  lientenant  H.  H.  Harris,  wounded; 
private  R.  S.  Brooks,  killed ;  privates  J.  8.  Jack- 
eon,  J.  T.  Taylor,  D.  Tinsley,  and  J.  B.  Young, 
wounded.  Li  Company  D,  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Eennard,  wounded ;  private  Wm.  Hicks,  killed ; 

Erivates  John  Essill  and  John  Henry,  wounded. 
1  company  B,  Sergeant  R.  M.  Hague,  wounded ; 
privates  «lfame8  Bowers,  and  Isaac  Rutledge, 
killed ;  privates  Elbert  Gramor,  B.  Logan,  and 
J.  L.  Thompson,  wounded.  In  Company  F,  A. 
P.  Fowler,  W.  P.  RatlifiF,  J.  Leach,  J.  W.  Wal- 
lace,  and  D.  P.  Howell,  wounded.  In  Company 
G,  Liieutenant  P.  V.  Daniel,  privates  N.  M. 
Beanchamp,  Thomas  Stith,  Miche  Meardin,  Allen 
Dereby,  Prank  Eeath,  Green  Woorley,  and  M.  S. 
Newman,  wounded.  In  company  K,  Sergeant 
John  H.  Hughes,  Corporal  Moses  Lafeiter. 
privates  Alexander  Barry,  Charles  Preeburg,  and 
Thomas  Lively,  killed ;  Sergeant  T.  H.  Atwell, 
privates  Edmond  Elliott,  Peter  Fril^  James 
Hunt,  G.  Polfers,  L.  Hotsenburg,  A.  J.  Williams, 
and  W.  McFatridge,  wounded. 

I  caimot  close  this  report  without  stating  that 
the  ofHcers  and  men  under  my  command  dis- 
charged their  duties  in  the  action  at  Baton 
Rouge  in  a  manner  creditable  alike  to  them- 
selves, and  the  cause  for  which  they  are 
battling. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.   C.   WlOKLIFFB, 
lliVJor,  oommandtng  Fifth  Kootacky  Regiment. 

REPOBT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  MUXETT. 

Caxp  mbar  OoMin  Ritd,  AaguBt  7,  1862. 

Captain  John  A.  Bucknm' : 

Sir  :  Through  an  unfortunate  circumstance  I 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
at  about  three  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  fifth  instant. 
After  being  placed  in  line,  our  brigade  moved 
forward  untU  it  reached  the  outskirts  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  as  far 
as  the  camp  of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment 
We  then  moved  forward ;  the  smoke  being  so 
dense,  my  command  was  here  separated  from 
the  brigade.  Having  thrown  out  my  right  com- 
pany as  skirmishers  I  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, but  discovering  that  the  enemy  were  on 
my  left,  supported  by  a  battery,  all  concealed 
by  the  houses  and  fences,  and  not  being  able  to 
change  direction  without  placing  my  regiment 
immediately  under  the  fire  of  our  own  troops,  I 
rejoined  the  brigade.  I  had  just  taken  my 
position  on  the  right  when  you  took  command, 
and  ordered  us  forward.  I  moved  my  regiment 
obliquely  to  the  left  until  my  rieht  had  cleared 
the  fence  in  front,  when  I  ordered  them  for- 
ward in  the  direction  of  the  enen^*s  (»mp, 
which  they  did  with  a  cheer.    We  had  advanced 

frobably  two  hundred  yards  when  an  aid,  whom 
took  to  be  on  General  Clark's  staff  (not  being 
personally  acquainted  with  any  of  them),  ordered 
me  to  fall  back.  Seeing  the  balance  of  the  bri- 
gade retiring,  I  gave  the  command  to  my  regi- 


ment, which  they  were  very  unwilling  to  execute, 
seeing  the  enemy  retiring  from  their  camps. 
After  re-forming  my  regunent,  I  was  again 
ordered  by  you  to  advance.  In  this  charge  the 
enemy  were  driven  completely  from  their  camps. 
It  is  not  necessary.  Captain,  for  me  to  say  how 
my  command  acted  in  this  charge.  You,  beine 
in  front  of  my  left,  could  judge  for  yourself.  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  that  they  did  not 
abuse  the  confidence  the  Commanding  General 
has  in  "ragged  Kentuckians."  The  Fourth 
Kentucky  lost  in 

Killed 6 

Wounded 14 

Missing , 1 

Total 20 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  MiLLBTT, 
OtpUin,  oommanding  Fcmrth  Kentaoky  BAgiment  Volunteers, 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT<X)LONEL  JOHN  SN0D0RA8S. 

HlADQUAIDRRS  FOUBXH  AMBAMA  BaTTAUOH,  l 

August  8,  1882.        / 

Oohnd  J,  Edwards,  oommanding  Second  Bri' 
gade: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Alabama 
battalion,  in  me  battle  of  Baton  Rou^e,  on  the 
fifth  instant  In  ^e  accidental  afifair  on  the 
road  before  daylight  the  following  are  the  cas- 
ualties :  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Stokes,  Privates  Mor-  , 
gan,  O^Connel,  Stephen  Oliver,  Y.  Freeinau,  P. 
Andrews,  M.  Y.  Haine,  and  P.  Mattison,  Company 
C,  slightly  wounded.     Private  A.  Lewis,  Com- 

Eany  A,  slightly.  Privates  M.  L.  Sewel,  G.  W. 
.isk,  Company  G,  slightly.  Private  J.  J.  Carlton, 
Companjr  E,  slightly.  When  the  positions  of 
&e  various  regiments,  etc.,  were  assigned,  the 
battalion  with  tiie  Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  was 
ordered  to  support  the  Hudson  battery,  which 
position  it  occupied  until  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance to  the  support  of  our  forces  then  engag- 
ing the  enemy  at  their  second  encampment  The 
battalion  continued  in  the  engagement  until  the 
enemy's  infantry  were  driven  from  the  field,  and 
their  batteries  were  playing  heavily  upon  the 
position  we  occupied,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  withdraw. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  dur- 
ing the  engagement :  Major  G.  L.  Alexander, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  left  breast  by  a  Minnie 
ball — died  shortly  after.  In  Company  A,  wound- 
ed— private  W.  B.  Moore,  seriously;  privates 
A.  J.  Allen,  A.  M.  Cannon,  J.  P.  Wilson,  slightiy. 
Company  C,  wounded— ^ri«ite  W.  T.  Harbin, 
slightly.  Company  D — Captain  Randall,  slightly 
wounded  ;  T.  J.  Lovell,  mortally  Company  E— - 
private  William  Anderson,  mortally  wounded, 
since  died.  Company  G,  killed— private  J.  K. 
P.  Jenkins ;  wounded,  privates  H.  McCoy  and 
William  McBrown,  severely;  corporals  A.  T. 
Hannah  and  T.  R.  Moon,  mortally. 
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Recapitulation. 

KiUed 3 

Wounded 22 


Total. 


25 


I  take  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to 
the  gallant  and  enthusiastic  conduct  of  private 
John  Thompson,  Companj  F,  and  J.  M.  Bjrd, 
Company  G,  who  boldly  moved  in  advance  of 
the  command  and  disdiarged  their  arms  with 


dne  cantion  and  alacrity.  They  were  the  fint 
to  open  fire  and  last  to  quit  the  field,  and  I  am 
happy,  while  reporting  the  especially  worfljy 
condnct  of  those  two  privates,  not  to  have  a 
solitary  instance  of  cowardice  or  wavering  to 
report,  tiie  whole  command  having  adTanoed 
and  stood  imder  the  fire  from  which  older  troops 
and  greater  nmnbers  had  retired. 
Very  respectfully, 

/ohm  Smodobass, 
LkwtMUBt-Or'loiKiL  oomnuuiding  Foortii  JUftbams  I 


Return  of  the  Casualties  in  the  First  Division. 


OonMAins. 


Bmxan>  Btaaum, 

Fifth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers , 

Foorth       «•  "  "  

Thirt7-flr8t  Keglment  Uisstaifppi  Yolnnteen. 
Thirtf -first       ^         Alabama  ** 

Fourth  Alabama  Bittalion 

Hudson's  Battery 

FouKm  BixuDi. 

Nineteenth  Begiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. . 
Twentieth  »*  "  ** 
Twenty-eighth  «  "  ** 
Forty-flflh  "  «*  •* 
Fifteenth  "  IDsslsstppi  *" 
TwoDty-eecond  "  "  '* 
Cobb's  Battery 

Total '..... 


18 


II 


11 


16 


sa 


lUs  regiment  wBi  held  lirasvT» 


Respectfully  submitted, 


To  Captain  Buokheb, 

Assistant  AiUatant-OeoeraL 

Officers  mentioned  for  GaUant  Chnduet  at  (he 

Battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  EaMni  "  ^,"  RepoH 

of  the  FHrsi  Division. 

Captain  Hnghes,  commanding  Twentynsecond 
Mississippi  regiment 

Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  and  his 
Aides. 

Lieutenants  Spooner  and  Yerger. 

Major  H.  E.  Topp,  of  the  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi regiment. 

Major  Brown,  Chief  of  Subsistence. 

Captain  J.  H.  Miller,  commanding  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky regiment 

Colonm  Crossland,  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ment 

Major  J.  C.  Wiekliffe,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky. 

Privates  John  Thompson,  Company  H,  and  J. 
M.  Byrd,  Company  G,  Fourth  Alabama  battal- 
ion. 

Ueutenant^lonel  Moore,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  raiment 

Adjutant  ]^tzpatrick,  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi regiment 


T.  B.  Smith, 
Ookmel, 


First  DhlriOL 


BETOBT  OF  BBIQAIHEB-GENERAL  IC.  L.  SMUH. 

BMADQiOAxnaa  TtaB»  Dbrkt,    \ 
VUBSBOM,  Angwt  — ,  ISO.  j 

M^or  M.  M.  Exmmd,  A.  A.  G. ; 

Major  :  The  following  report  of  the  attwc 
and  defence  of  Vicksburg  is  respectfoDy  sub- 
mitted to  the  Major-General  commanding  tfa« 
District  of  Mississippi : 

I  assumed  command  of  Vic^burg  and  iti 
defences  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  ^  Major-(Jeneral  liovell,  «"*  FJ 
ceeded  at  once  to  prepare  for  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  then  known  to  have  paned  Baton 
Rouge  with  a  formidable  fleet,  having  in  vie» 
to  open  the  river  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow, 
then  in  our  possession.  At  the  time  of  arnv* 
ing,  the  state  of  preparation  for  defence  wm  •• 
foflows :  Of  the  ten  batteries  that  have  been  m 
use,  three  were  mostly  completed,  and  the  (omth 
begun.  The  armed  troops  Dreseot  conriated  « 
the  remnant  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  battinon, 
lieutenantrColonel  Pinckney,  and  the  Twentr 
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seventh  Lonisiana  Tolunteers,  Colonel  Marke; 
both  of  my  brigades  which  had  preceded  me 
some  six  or  ten  days.  Colonel  J.  L'Antrv, 
ordered  here  by  General  Bragg,  was  found  in 
conimand,  pushing  the  works  forward  vigor- 
ously through  his  Chief  Engineer,  Captain  D.  B. 
Harris,  who  afterwards  remained  with  me  in  the 
same  capacity  until  most  of  the  works  were 
completed.  From  the  twelfth  until  the  eigh- 
teenth, the  works  were  pushed  forward  night 
and  day  with  all  possible  vigor,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  First  division  of  the  Federal  fleet, 
together  with  transports,  carrying  some  three 
thousand  men,  made  their  appearance  and  found 
UB  in  a  condition  to  dispute,  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success,  a  further  advance ;  that  is  to 
say,  six  batteries  were  complete,  the  cannoniers 
at  their  posts  and  fairly  drilled.  The  arrival  of 
this  advanced  division  was  immediate^  fol- 
lowed by  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  its  defences,  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

Hay  18,  IWO.        / 

"  To  the  AutkoriHes  at  Vtckshura  : 

"  The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  and  Major-General  Butler,  re- 
spectfully demand,  in  advance  of  the  approach- 
ing fleet,  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
defences  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  under  which  private  property  and  per- 
sonal right  will  be  respected. 

^'Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

"J.  Phillips  Lre, 

"  U.  8.  N. ,  oommflndlng  Adyaaoe  Naral  DivtoioiL 

"P.  Williams, 

«<  Biigadier-GciieraL" 

The  subjoined  reply  was  returned : 

«« HXADQU^BXnS  YlORBBUBO,! 

May  18,  1882.       / 

*  "  Sne :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  adr 
dressed  to  the  authorities  of  Yicksburg,  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  de- 
fences, nas  been  received.  In  regard  to  the 
surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that, 
having  been  ordered  here  to  hold  these  defences, 
my  intention  is  to  do  so  as  long  as  it  is  in  my 
power. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Tour  obedient  servant^ 

«  M.  lu  Smith, 
<t  Biigadier-OeDerftl,  oommanding. 

"J.  Phillips  Lbs, 

"  U.  8.  N.,  oommanding  Advance  Naval  Diriskni.'' 

I  here  remark  that  the  citizens  of  the  town 
had,  with  great  unanimity,  made  up  their  minds 
that  its  possession  ought  to  be  maintained  at  all 
hazards,  even  though  total  demolition  should  be 
the  result  This  determination  was  enthusias- 
tiodly  concurred  in  by  persons  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  and  borne  to  my  ears  from  every 
quarter.  Thus  cheered  on  and  upheld,  the 
defence  became  an  aflkir  of  more  than  public 
interest,  and  the  approving  sentiment  of  those 


so  deeply  interested  unquestiomiUy  had  its  in- 
fluence on  the  ultimate  result,  as  afiairs  stand 
to-day.  Our  cause  probably  needed  an  exam- 
ple of  this  kind,  and  assuredly  a  bright  one  has 
Deen  given.  The  inhabitants  had  been  advised 
to  leave  the  city  when  the  smoke  of  the  as- 
cending gunboats  was  first  seen,  under  the  im- 
Sression  that  the  enemy  would  open  fire  imme- 
iately  on  arrival;  hence,  the  above  demand 
found  the  city  sparsely  populated,  and  somewhat 
prepared  for  an  atta^  although,  when  it  really 
commenced,  there  were  numbers  still  to  depart, 
besides  many  who  had  determined  to  remain 
and  take  the  chances  of  escaping  unharmed,  a 
few  of  whom  absolutely  endured  to  the  end. 
As  bearing  immediately  upon  the  defence  of 
this  place,  measures  had  also  been  taken  to  push 
the  Arkansas  to  completion.  It  was  reported 
the  contractor  had  virtually  suspended  work ; 
that  the  mechanics  and  workmen  were  leaving ; 
that  suppUes  were  wanting ;  finally,  that  a  very 
considerable  Quantity  of  iron  prepared  for  cov- 
ering her  haa  been  sunk  in  the  Yazoo  River. 
Steps  were  taken  to  promptly  furnish  mechanics 
and  supplies,  and  a  bell-boat  being  obtained  and 
sent  up  to  the  spot,  the  prepared  iron  was  soon 
recovered.  It  was  considered  fortunate  that, 
soon  after  this,  Captain  Brown  was  assigned  to 
the  duty  of  completing  the  boat,  as  after  his  as- 
signment this  important  work  gave  me  no  fur- 
ther concern.  The  enemy  remained  apparently 
inactive  until  the  twenty-eighth,  during  which 
time  the  advance  division  of  the  fleet  was 
joined  by  other  gunboats,  making  ten  in  alL 
My  force  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  increased 
by  the  twentieth  and  twenty-eighth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  numbering  for  duty  some  five  hun- 
dred each,  by  five  companies  of  Starke  s  cav- 
alry; one  battery;  Wither's  artillery.  Captain 
Ridley;  and  four  companies  Sixth  Mississippi 
battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour;  but  all 
were  troops  just  mustered  into  service,  and  in- 
differentiy  armed.  These  were  thrown  forward 
toward  Warrenton,  and  disposed  for  disputing 
inch  by  inch  the  approach  by  land.  This  force 
was  subsequently  increased  by  the  Fourth  and 
fiftii  Louisiana.  The  ensuing  ten  days  I  con- 
sider the  most  critical  period  of  the  defences  of 
Vicksburg.  Batteries  incomplete,  guns  not 
mounted,  troops  few,  and  both  officers  and  men 
entirely  new  to  service,  and  not  a  single  regular 
officer  to  assist  in  org^anizing  and  commanding. 
Had  a  prompt  and  vigorous  attack  been  maoe 
by  the  enemy,  while  I  think  the  disposition 
made  would  have  insured  their  repulse,  still  the 
issue  wou^  have  been  less  certain  than  at  any 
time  afterwards.  The  enemy  opened  fire  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  for  the  first 
time,  and  continued  about  two  hours,  apparently 
with  a  view  of  getting  our  range.  The  orders 
eiven  to  the  baueries  were  not  to  return  their 
fire  at  extreme  range,  and  at  ordinary  range  onhr 
at  considerable  intervals.  This  policy  was  ad- 
hered to  throughout,  at  first,  because  little  am- 
munition had  3ien  arrived ;  afterwards^  for  tiie 
reason  that  our  works  could  not  be  injured  by 
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direct  firing,  and  by  saving  the  men  they  were 
fresh  night  and  day  to  meet  close  and  serious 
attacks,  such  as  occurred  before  the  termination 
of  the  bombardment ;  besides,  the  enemy  were 
thus  kept  ignorant  of  our  real  strength  as  well  as 
the  effect  of  their  own  shot  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  apparently  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  impression  couid  be  made  on  our  works  by 
their  gunboats,  nor  the  erection  of  new  batter- 
ies prevented  whenever  attempted ;  and  the  re- 
maining six  batteries,  of  the  ten  first  mentioned, 
were  constructed  under  theu*  eyes. 

From  the  twentieth  of  May  to  the  middle  of 
June  the  firing  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  and 
more  or  less  heavy  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
directed  mainly  at  the  town,  and  at  localities 
wheVe  they  apparently  thought  troops  were  en- 
camped. From  the  fourteenth  to  the  eighteenth 
of  June  there  was  an  entire  cessation  of  the  at- 
tack, the  mortar-fleet  that  had  bombarded  Fort 
Jackson  and  Fort  Philipbeing  on  the  way  here 
to  join  in  the  attack.  They  began  to  arrive  on 
the  eighteenth,  and  to  the  number  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen  were  in  position  on  the  twentieth,  on 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  the  bombardment 
again  opened.  Prior  to  this  a  new  source  of 
anxiety  arose.  Fort  Pillow  and  Memphis  had 
fallen,  and  in  addition  to  the  attack  we  were  en- 
during, Vicksburg  was  threatened  by  a  combined 
land  and  naval  force  from  above.  From  the 
twentieth  to  the  twenty-seventh  the  bombard- 
ment was  pretty  constant  during  the  daytime,  at 
times  very  heavy,  but  generally  ceasing  at  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  On  flie  evening  of  the 
twenty-seventh  the  firing  began  to  increase  in 
fury,  and  for  some  time  a  shower  of  bombHshells 
was  rained  upon  our  batteries  that  severely  tried 
the  nerve  and  courage  of  both  oflBcers  and  men, 
still  the  damage  was  quickly  repaired,  and  the 
men  held  their  i)laces  at  the  guns.  At  dayh'ght, 
on  the  twenty-eighth,,  the  enemy  recommenced 
with  the  same  fury,  and  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  entire  gunboat  fleet  was  in  motion, 
moving  rapidly  up  in  front  of  the  batteries  and 
city,  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  decisive 
struggle  was  at  hand.  Some  thirty-five  vessels 
were  soon  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  mor- 
tars filling  the  air  with  shells,  and  the  sloops-of- 
war  and  gimboats  delivering  broadside  after 
broadside  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  according  to 
their  distance.  Our  batteries  opened  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  within  range,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  in  full  force.  The  roar  of  cannon  was  now 
continuous  and  deafening,  loud  explosions  ^ook 
the  city  to  its  foundations,  shot  and  shells  went 
hissing  and  tearifig  through  trees  and  walls,  scat- 
tering fragments  far  ana  wide  in  their  terrific 
flight  Men,  women,  and  children  rushed  into  the 
streets,  and,  amid  the  crashing  of  falling  houses^ 
commenced  their  hasty  flight  to  the  country  for 
safe^.  This  continued  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  the  enemy  left ;  the  vessels  ^at 
had  passed  the  lower  batteries  continuing  on  up 
the  river,  apparently  as  the  quickest  means  of 
getting  out  of  range  ;  those  that  had  not  pass- 
ed, rapidly  dropping  down.    The  result  of  this 


effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  most  satis- 
factory.   Not  a  single  gun  was  silenced  or  dis- 
abled, and,  to  their  surpijse,  the  serious  bom- 
bardment of   the  preceding    seven  days  had 
thrown  nothing  out  of  fighting  trim.    It  also 
demonstrated  to  our  satisfaction  that,  how  large 
soever  the  number  of  guns  and  mortar-boatB, 
our  batteries  could  probably  be  snooessfdOj 
held,  consequently  that  the  ultimate  success  of 
our  resistance  hinged  upon  amoyement  by  laoi 
The  enemy  evidently  came  to  the  same  condn- 
sion,  as,  after  one  weekis  bombardment  with 
their  mortars,  and  the  final  attempt,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  to    silence 
and  take  our  guns,  the  attack  sensibly  decreased 
in  vigor  and  persistency.    Up  to  tiie  twenty- 
eighm  there  had  been  great  pressure  on  my 
command,  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  men. 
The  situation  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  the  pecu- 
liar shape  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity,  combined 
with  the  proximity  of  the  Yazoo  and  ^e  ex- 
pected descent  of  a  large  force  from  above  (as 
reported),  had  necessitated  a  rather  heavy  line 
of  pickets,  extending  along  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles.  To  keep  up  ttds  line,  and  sustain  a  heavy 
attack  at  the  same  time,  tiaed  the  energies  of 
my  men  to  a  great  extent    The  arrival  of  tbe 
advance  brigade  of  Major-^^eneral  Breckinridge's 
reserve  corps  was  a  great  respite,  and,  as  the 
force  was  gradually  increased,  mus  bringing  us 
to  an  equality  in  numbers  with  that  which  ac- 
companied the  fleet,  it  was  almost  felt  that 
Vicksburg  was  no  longer  besieged.    The  gen- 
eral command  of  these  defences  was  assumed 
by  Major-General  Earl  Van  Dom  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  June,  Major-(Jeneral  Lovell  having 
been  relieved  by  him  from  the  command  of  the 
Department    Being  authorized  to  make  requisi- 
tions on  the  reserve  corps  for  whatever  foroe 
was  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plan  of 
defence,  the  picket  front  was,  after  the  twenty- 
eighth,  divided  into  five  divisions,  the  two 
extreme  ones  guarded,  b^  detachments  from 
my  brigade   (Third  Louisuina),  the   remaining 
three    by    detachments    frx>m    Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Preston's.  Helm's,  and  Ck>lonel  Statham's 
brigades,  reinlorced   by  light   batteries  from 
Colonel    Withers'   artilleiy.      The    fleet  from 
Memphis  began  to  make  its  appearance  above 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  and  continued  to 
receive  accessions  mitil  it  numbered,  in  aD,  forty 
odd  gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  trans- 
ports.   Firing  commenced  from  this  fleet  oa  tbe 
twelfth  of  July,  and  although  at  no  time  as 
heavy  as  from  the  lower  fleet,  continued,  with 
but  little  interruption,  until  the  final  bombard- 
ment of  the  attack.    On  the  morning  of  die  fif- 
teenth, the  daring  passage  of  the  ram  Arkansas, 
out  of  the  Yazoo,  through  the  enemy's  fleet, 
seemed  to  necessitate  a  prompt  descent  of  those 
vessels  that  had  passed  up  on  the  twenty-eigh&, 
and  everything  was  accordingly  placed  in  readi- 
ness for  them.    A  new  battery  of  twenty-four- 
pounders,  just  erected,  was  manned  by  a  light 
artillery  detachment  from  Preston's  Inigade,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Qracie,  and  sharpshooters,  from 
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the  same  brigade,  placed  along  the  bank,  wher- 
ever the  ground  was  favorable.  As  conjectured, 
the  enemy  were  in  motion  at  sundown,  and  at 
dusk  descended  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
flashing  of  musketry,  the  glare  of  lightnine,  and 
scenes  in  every  respect  such  as  had  oistin- 
guished  their  passage  up,  except  that  the  action 
was  of  shorter  duration,  and  the  Arkansas  was 
on  the  river  returning  their  broadsides.  The 
firing  was  mainly  over  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
and,  at  the  batteries,  not  a  single  casualty  from 
the  eneniy*s  shot  occurred.  From  the  fifteenth 
to  the  eighteenth  the  enemy  were  mainly  occu- 
pied in  endeavoring  to  sink  the  Arkansas  with 
tiieir  mortars,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth a  daring  attempt  was  made  to  cut  her 
out  from  under  one  of  our  batteries.  It  resulted, 
however,  in  no  injury  to  the  Arkansas,  but  in 
the  destruction  of  one  of  their  boats.  This  was 
reaDy  the  termination  of  the  attack,  although  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  until  the  twenty- 
seventh,  when  both  fleets  aisappeared.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of 
Vicksburg  sixty-seven  days,  during  which  the 
combined  efforts  of  two  powerful  fleets  have 
been  foiled,  and  the  accompanying  land  force, 
from  four  to  five  thousand,  held  at  bay. 

The  number  of  shot  and  shells  thrown  by  the 
fleets  is  unknown.  It  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  twenty-five  thousand,  and  put  as  low  as 
twenty  thousand.  The  number,  nowever,  is  un- 
important, and  mentioned  only  to  illustrate  the 
fact,  that  the  loss  to  a  land  battery  when  attacked 
by  one  afloat  is  comparatively  small.  The  cas- 
ualties from  the  enemy's  firing  was  seven  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  In  the  town  two  only  are 
reported.  The  enemy  fired  at  least  ten  shots  to 
our  one,  and  their  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed can,  from  information,  be  safely  put  down  at 
five  times  as  great  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  not  a  single  gun  was  dismounted  during  the 
»  whole  time,  and  only  two  temporarily  disabled, 
both  being  repaired  in  one  night  The  number 
of  guns  brought  against  us,  including  mortars, 
comd  not  have  been  much  less  than  three  hun- 
dred. The  number  on  our  side,  as  you  are 
aware,  was  considerably  less.  After  this  general 
description  given,  it  would  be  great  injustice 
not  to  mention  the  commands  and  their  o£5cers 
that  have  been  instrumental  in  so  signal  a  suo- 
oess.  The  batteries  were  manned  by  three  com- 
panies of  the  First  raiment  Louisiana  artillery, 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-second,  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Major  Clinch;  four  companies  heavy  artillery 
from  Fort  Pillow,  Major  Headley ;  three  compar 
nies  Eighth  Louisiana  battaUon,  Msyor  Ogden. 
Colonel  Jackson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sterling, 
both  of  the  heavy  artillery,  were,  respectively, 
in  immediate  command  of  the  upper  and  lower 
batteries,  and  Colonel  Fuller,  Chief  of  Heavy 
Artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  Eighth 
Louisiana  battalion,  in  command  of  two  of  the 
lower  batteries  for  a  portion  of  the  time,  was 
temporarily  reheved,  under  a  special  organiza- 
tion, which  reduced  the  battalion  to  a  Major's 


conmiand.  The  officers  commanding  these  com- 
panies were  as  follows :  Captains  cSpers,  Gray- 
son, Butler,  Tissot,  Purvis,  Herrod,  Todd, 
Disumkes,  Parks,  Morman,  Postlethwait,  Durives, 
Kerr,  and  Lieutenants  Eustis,  Butler,  and  Me- 
Crory.  The  names  of  the  above-mentioned 
officers  are  given  for  the  reason  that,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  Lieutenants  and  men,  tliey  have 
passed  through  an  ordeal  that  troops  are  but  sel- 
dom called  upon  to  undergo  I  For  more  than 
seventy-five  days  and  nights  have  these  batteries 
been  continuously  manned  and  ready  for  action 
at  a  moment's  warning.  During  much  of  this  time 
the  roar  of  cannon  has  been  unceasing,  and 
there  have  been  portions  of  it  during  which  the 
noise  of  falling  shot  and  the  explosions  of  shells 
have  been  such  as  .might  make  the  stoutest 
heart  quail.  Yet  none  fedtered.  T(ie  blazing 
sun,  the  fatiguing  night  watch,  the  storm  of  ba& 
tie— -air  were  aJike  cheerfully  endured,  and, 
whenever  called  upon,  heavv  and  telline  blows 
were  dealt  upon  our  foes  m  return.    1  feel  a 

Sride  in  having  such  officers  and  such  men  un- 
er  my  command,  for  they  have  nobly  sustained 
our  cause  in  time  of  need,  have  aclded  to  the 
country's  glory,  and  deserve  well  of  her  grati- 
tude. Some  officers  possibly  attracted  my  atten- 
tion more  than  others  by  their  chivalric  courage 
and  inspiriting  manner ;  yet  the  conduct  of  Sll 
was  so  noble  and  unexceptionable  that  I  do  not 
venture  to  particularize.  The  distant  picketing 
was  most  efficiently  and  faithfully  performed  by 
the  cavalry,  commanded  at  different  times  by 
Colonel  Starke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferguson,  and 
Major  Jones,  according  as  they  were  present 
The  nearer  picket  duty,  together  with  that  of 
being  at  dl  times  guarded  against  surprise,  and 
ready  to  meet  an  attack,  was  so  patiently  and 
cai'efully  performed  by  the  Twenty-sixth,  Twen- 
ty-seventh, and  Twenfy-eighth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, under  Colonels  Declonet,  Marks,  and  Allen 
Thomas ;  the  Fourth  and  Seventeenth  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Allen  and  Colonel  Richard- 
son ;  also  by  the  Third  regiment  and  Sixth  bat- 
talion Mississippi  volunteers.  Colonel  Mellon 
and  LieutenanW/olonel  Balfour,  together  with 
Withers'  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Parker,  that  I  felt  secure  in  giving  most  of 
my  attention  to  the  bombardment  going  on. 
Whenever  events  demanded  a  united  movement 
of  all,  I  found  a  most  reliable  and  efficient  officer 
to  represent  me  and  carry  out  my  instructions, 
in  tlie  person  of  my  present  Assistant  Adjutant- 
GenerfiS,  Colonel  Girault,  whose  judgment  and 
zeaJ  were  never  at  fault.  Of  Captain  Lockett, 
the  accomphsKed  engineer  officer  of  my  staff,  I 
have  to  speak  in.  terms  of  unqualified  praise, 
both  as  regards  skill  in  his  profession  and  qual- 
ities as  a  soldier.  The  services  of  such  an 
officer  are  so  important  and  indispensable  as  to 
have  all  the  effect  of  a  positive  increase  of  force 
in  determining  the  issue  of  a  contest  I  most 
cordially  recommend  him  to  notice.  Captain  Mo- 
Donald,  brigade  ordnance  officer,  and  Captains 
Frost  and  Harrod,  aids,  have  in  turn  performed 
ahnost  every  duty,  during  the  siege,  Known  to 
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the  service;  always  prompt,  they  are  distin- 
gnished  for  intelligence  and  perseverance  in  the 
performance  of  duty  that  merits  constant  praise. 
To  the  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Major  J.  St  Pat- 
ton  and  Brigade  Ck)mmi8sary,  Major  Reed,  are 
due  such  mention  as  devoted  attention  to  their 
duties  and  the  interests  of  the  service  merits ; 
both  have  performed  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  a  department,  and  both  having  been  com- 
pelled almost  to  create  what  they  have  had. 
The  part  borne  during  the  latter  days  of  the 
bombardment  by  a  aetachment  from  Major 
General  Breckinridge's  division,  requires  special 
mention.  Captain  Cobb*s  company  of  light  ar- 
tillery, under  Lieutenant  Gracie,  manned  a  bat^ 
tery  which  was  so  spiritedly  served  as  to  at- 
tract attention  on  both  occasions  in  which  it 
was  engagjd,  and  was  even  noticed  by  the 
enemy.  The  sharpshooters,  detailed  from  the 
same  command,  kept  up  a  galling  fire  on  the 
enemy  during  the  passage  of  the  vessels  on  the 
evening  of  tKe  fifteenth,  and  drove  thenj  from 
the  tops.  The  lamented  Colonel  Statham's 
brigade,  under  his  own  lead,  showed  a  bravery 
in  guarding  the  front  of  attack  assigned  him, 
that  could  not  be  surpassed.  On  one  occasion, 
having  forced  his  way  through  a  swamp,  deem- 
ed impassable,  he  made  a  rush  upon  the  mor- 
tar-boats moored  to  shore,  driving  the  force 
guarding  on  board,  and  had  the  positions  of  the 
boats  been  accurately  known,  would  have  taken 
possession  of  and  destroyed  several.  The  en- 
gineer company  under  Captain  Winter  was 
steadily  occupied  in  the  repairs  of  batteries,  and 
did  admirable  service. 

The  report  of  the  struggle  at  Vicksburg  would 
be  incomplete  without  Sie  following  merited 
tribute :  During  the  engagement  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  an  estimable  lady,  Mrs.  (Gamble,  lost  her 
hie  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  striking  her 
while  leaving  me  city.  This  lady  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Burning  with 
patriotism,  she  inspired  all  around  her  with 
the  noHe  spirit  of  resistance  to  oppression,  and 
confidence  in  the  success  of  our  cause.  Ever 
present  in  the  hospitals,  ministering  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,  she  was  among  the  last 
of  her  sex  to  leave  the  desolated  city,  when  she 
3delded  up  her  life  in  attestation  of  her  &ith 
and  devotion.  Though  but  the  type  of  a  class 
of  which  our  southern  land  can  boast,  she  is  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  she  loved,  and  without  her 
name  the  history  which  Vicksburg  has  made  for 
herself  would  be  incomplete.  To  the  citizens 
of  Vicksburg  a  nation's  thanks  are  due  for  their 
noble  example  in  surrendering  their  property 
and  homes  to  almost  certain  destruction,  and 
that  so  httle  damage  was  done  does  not  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  act,  but  rather  serves 
to  call  for  grathude  to  the  Supreme  Being  who 
has  not  only  preserved  from  destruction  the 
homes  of  a  patriotic  people,  but  in  mercy 
granted  a  victory  over  their  enemies.  In  con- 
clusion, I  deem  it  proper  to  remark  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  bombardment  was  con- 
ducted.    In  locating  the  batteries,  pains  had 


been  taken  to  place  them  without  the  limits  of 
the  town,  advantageous  positioDB  eveii,  havuig 
been  rejected  with  that  view,  so  that  in  tiie  ^ 
preaching  struggle  the  fight  might,  if  the  enemy 
so  chose,  be  confined  to  the  armed  points,  and 
the  city  itself,  which  could  have  no  bearing  up- 
on the  ultimate  result,  be  made  to  suffer  as 
little  as  an  enlightened  and  humane  method  of 
conducting  war  would  lead  us  to  expect,  and 
which,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  tiiink 
most  enemies  would  have  pursued.  Ev^ts  did 
not  justify  our  expectations.  The  bombard- 
ment opened  upon  both  batteries  and  town. 
This  was  expected,  and  could  not  be  objected 
to,  and  no  fault  is  found  at  its  continaine  so  as 
lon^  as  the  enemy  had  hopes  of  accompliahiDg 
their  object ;  but  when  the  attack  on  the  bat- 
teries ceased,  when  the  bombarding  force  began 
even  to  graduallv  leave,  when  it  was  notorious 
that  they  deemed  their  attack  a  failure,  then  to 
continue  to  throw  shbUs  into  a  beautiful  town, 
as  was  done  day  after  day,  with  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  injuring  it,  of  de&cing  it,  and  of  de- 
stroying private  property,  indicated  a  spirit  of 
wanton  destruction  scarcely  pardonable  in  the 
uncivilized  Indian.  This  seemed  to  be  the  spe- 
tial  mission  of  the  upper  fleet  Shame  to  the 
man  who  commanded  it ! 

I  am,  respectfrdly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  Smith, 
BrigBdfer  Oeneral,  oommandlng  Dataioe*,  Vkksbinv. 


BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ROBERTSON. 

HiBADQiTArms,  Ftan  Bkkudi,  Siooso  Orrsw,) 
Camp  ov  Oomri  Rnm,  Aogott  7,  ISO.    / 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge^  A.  A,  A.  Qtmrd 
Second  Division : 

Captain  :  On  receiving  the  order  to  report  tiie 
part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  br 
the  First  brigade,  I  referred  the  order  to  Col- 
one]  A.  P.  Thompson,  who  commanded  the 
brigade  during  the  action,  with  the  exception 
of  the  closing  half  hour  that  the  troops  were 
under  fire,  when  he  was  borne  from  the  field 
severely  wounded,  and  I  submityby  his  request, 
the  following  report : 

On  reaching  the  angle  Of  the  main  road  lead- 
ing into  Baton  Rouge,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  a  common  to  the  left  of  the 
main  road,  the  right  of  the  brigade  resting  on 
that  road,  and  the  left  near  a  dense  forest,  into 
which  Colonel  Allen's  brigade  had  passed.  The 
brigade  was  composed  of  Ihe  following  regi- 
ments, positioned  from  right  to*  left  in  the  order 
named :  Third  Kentucky,  Captain  J.  H.  Bowman 
commanding;  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel  Ed- 
ward Crossland  commanding;  Thirty-fifth  Al- 
bania, Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson  commanding, 
and  the  Sixth  Kentucky,  LieutenantOoloneJ  M. 
H.  Cofer,  commanding.  As  soon  as  the  b'lie 
was  established,  the  command,  ''forward," 
was  given  by  G^nei:al  Rugeles  in  person, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  the  brigade, 
moving  forward  beyond  the  dwelling-boase 
inunediately   to    the   firont       The    line   wai 
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at  this  time  found  to  be  somewhat  deranged, 
caused  bj  the  numerous  fences  and  houses 
over  and  around  which  the  troops  had  to  pass. 
The  brigade  was  consequently  halted  and  the 
'alignment  rectified,  when  the  command,  " for- 
ward/' was  again  given.  The  brigade  mOved 
directly  to  the  front,  parallel  to  the  main  road, 
preceded  by  a  company  of  sharpshooters  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  commanded  by 
Liieutenant  J.  G.  Hubbard.  At  this  point  the 
firing  commenced  first,  the  line  of  the  enemy 
having  been  unmasked  by  the  skirmishers.  The 
firing  was  continued  but  a  short  time  when  an 
order  was  received  for  the  brigade  to  charge, 
and  the  troops  rushed  forward  with  a  cheer,  the 
enemy  breakme  before  them.  Having  reached 
the  middle  of  the  field,  the  brigade  was  exposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  right  which  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  exposing  the  troops  of  General 
Clark's  division  to  the  Ire  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  consequently  halted  until  the  firing  ceased. 
An  advance  was  made,  skirmishing  covering 
the  front  The  second  line  of  the  enemy  was 
thus  unmasked  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
brigade.  They  gave  way  precipitately  before 
the  steady  advance  of  our  froops.  On  clearing 
the  fields  and  reaching  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, the  right  wing  was  found  to  be  covered 
by  a  portion  of  General  Clark's  division.  An 
officer  approached  from  the  right  and  stated 
.  that  friends  were  exposed  to  our  fire,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  charge  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompson,  he  leading  the  brigade  into  the  en- 
campment of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  which  was 
nearly  cleared  by  this  brigade,  when  troops 
were  met  on  the  right  returning  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompsoti  to  halt  and  advance,  when  a  mounted 
officer  informed  Colonel  Thompson  that  it  was 
the  order  for  all  the  troops  to  faU  back.  This 
movement  became  general  in  the  brigade.  In 
retiring  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth 
Kentucky,  forming  the  left  wing,  became  sepa- 
rated from  the  rient,  and  occupied  a  position  in 
line  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  and  rear. 
The  enemy  re-formed  in  heavy  force  behind 
their  tents,  rapidly  advancing,  firing,  and  cheer- 
ing. The  Third  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ments were  thrown  under  cover  and  met  thia 
advance  with  a  steady  fire.  The  Thirty-fifth 
Alal>ama  and  Sixth  Kentucky  were  ordered  for- 
ward, but  advanced  before  the  order  reached 
them,  opening  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
whose  advapce  was  thus  checked.  At  this 
point  Colonel  Thompson  was  severely  wounded 
and  taken  to  the  rear.  The  command  devolv- 
ing upon  Colonel  Robertson,  who  being,  from 
complete  exhaustion,  in  no  condition  at  tiiat 
time  to  assume  command,  and  finding  the  right 
wing  separated  from  the  left,  placed  Colonel 
Crossland  in  conmiand  of  the  right  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel E.  Goodwin  in  command  of  the  left, 
with  orders  to  maintain  the  Une,  which  was 
firmly  held  for  nearly  an  hour,  in  the  face  of  a 
terrible  fire  from  musketry  and  artillery,  when 
the  charge,  which  closed  the  action,  was  made 


in  person  by  the  Major-G«nera]  commanding. 
It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Thompson,  that  his 
entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
field  and  acting  field  officers  engaged,  and  Cap- 
tain W.  P.  Wallace  and  Lieutenant  Charles 
Temple,  Aids,  and  Acting  Adjutant  R.  B.  L. 
Soney,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  oe  specially  ex- 
pressed in  this  report  To  the  deportment  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiment  he  desires 
attention  to  be  called.  This  regiment,  although 
for  the  first  tune  under  fire,  on  the  fifth  instant, 

S roved  itself  a  worthy  comrade  for  the  Third, 
ixth,  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regiments,  who  in 
this  action  sustained  the  enviable  reputation 
won  by  them  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.  Colonel 
Robertson  would  call  special  attention  to  the 
ndlant  conduct  of  Colonel  E.  Crossland  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Groodwin,  who,  the  first 
with  his  regimental  colors  in  hand,  and  the 
second  with  his  hat  on  his  sword,  led  the  bri- 
gade in  the  final  charge.  To  the  reports  of 
regimental  conunanders  you  are  referred  for 
notices  of  gallant  conduct  in  other  members  of 
the  command.  The  medical  staff  deserve  the 
highest  praise  for  their  prompt  and  unceasing 
attention  to  the  wounded. 
By  order  of 

G.  C.  HUBBABD, 

lieatenant,  and  A.  A.  G. 

J.   W.  ROBEBTSON, 
Colonel,  oonunandlng  Flnt  Brlga<le,  Second  Dtrif  Ion. 

REPORT  or  COLONEL  H.  W.  ALLEN. 

East  BAtoir  Rouoi,  Aacost  18,  1803. 
Captain  Buckner^  Assistant  AcfjtUant-G^eral : 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  in 
pursuance  to  orders  of  Brigadier-G^eral  Rug- 
gles,  I  formed  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion,  in  line  of  battle ;  the  left  of  the  brigade 
resting  upon  Bernard's  fence,  in  the  rear  of  Ma^ 
gruder's  Institute,  and  the  right,  resting  upon 
the  First  brigade.  On  the  right  was  placed 
Colonel  Breaux,  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana; 
on  the  left,  LieutenanirColonel  Hunter,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  in  the  centre  was  the 
battalion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyle.  At  dawn 
of  day  I  received  orders  to  advance.  The  bri- 
gade was  put  in  motion  and  advanced  steadily 
through  thick  woods,  underbrush,  corn-fields, 
and  picket-fences.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest 
we  encountered  a  battery  supported  by  infen- 
try.  We  halted  and  delivered  several  volleys 
in  quick  succession.  The  enemy  fled  in  every 
direction,  taking  off  his  artillery  with  him.  We 
started  in  pursuit,  and  after  considerable  desul- 
tory firing  upon  the  retreating  foe,  I  discovered 
a  battery  on  the  extreme  left  (said  to  be  Mim» 
en's),  supported  by  a  large  amount  of  infantry. 
It  was  evident  that  this  was  a  flanking  move- 
ment, and  required  my  immediate  attention.  I 
ordered  a  movement  to  be  made  to  the  left,  and 
advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  battery.  At 
the  command  "charge,"  the  whole  brigade 
raised  a  shout  and  made  as  gallant  a  charge  SM 
was  ever  witnessed.  Here  I  fell,  my  legs  terri- 
bly shattered  with  canist^-shot    What  tnauh 
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pired  after  this  on  the  batHe^eld  I  do  not  know. 
Tne  loss  of  blood  and  extreme  pain  had  ren- 
dered me  almost  senseless.  To  my  successor 
in  command  I  must  refer  you  for  further  par- 
ticulars of  the  tight  The  ofiBcers  and  soldiers 
of  this  brigade  fought  with  much  gallantry, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty  nobly. 
I  have  been  informed  that,  upon  my  fall,  the 
brigade  could  not  be  rallied.  This  has  often 
happened  with  the  best  of  troops  and  the 
bravest  veterans,  and  should  not  attach  any  dis- 
grace to  the  soldiers.  No  one  charges  that  the 
brigade  retreated  from  the  enemy,  or  even  re- 
tired from  the  place  of  danger.  The  enemy  had 
been  whipped,  and  had  fled  in  every  direction. 
Captain  Semmes*  battery  came  np,  fired  a  few 
rounds  upon  the  retreating  foe,  and  all  was 
over.  To  my  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Clarke, 
and  to  my  voluntary  aid,  Lieutenant -H.  H. 
Walsh,  I  am  much  indebted.  They  performed 
their  duties  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
bravery.  Captain  blount  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  Inspector  of  the  brigade.  During  the  journey 
from  Gamp  Moore  he  lost  his  horse,  and  had 
been  reUeved  from  duty  as  Inspector  by  the 
commanding  General  He,  however  secured  a 
horse,  and,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  reported 
himself  for  duty  to  me.  I  gave  him,  from  time 
to  time,  several  orders  to  execute,  which  he  did 
in  a  very  prompt  and  gallant  manner.  I  see  that 
he  is  reported  a  prisoner  in  New  Orleans.  This 
is  a  mystery  to  me.  Many  acts  of  individual 
heroism  came  under  my  eye,  and  I  shall  ever 
feel  proud  that  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the 
second  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Aou^. 
Among  all  the  officers  and  men  who  distin- 
guished  themselves  in  that  battle,  I  shall  men- 
tion only  one  by  name,  that  is  private  Cedars,  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Rifles,  Fourth  regiment 
Louisiana.  He  took  the  colors  from  me  as  I 
fell,  and  at  the  same  moment  received  a  terrible 
wound  in  the  thigh. 

With  respect,  I  am,  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Allbn, 
Cblonel,  oomniADdlng  Second  brigade  Second  division. 

BEPOBT  OF  CX)LONEL  6.  A.  BREAUX. 


HXADQUIKBRS  SKXHID  BnOADl^  \ 

Gavp  muR  Ck»ifiTB  Rnm,  AngoBt  8, 1862.  j 

Lieutenant  L,  D.  SancUdge,  AcUng  Assistant 
Acfjutcmt  and  Jnspector-Ghneral  : 

&m :  Colonel  H.  W.  Allen,  commander  of  the 
Second  brigade.  Second  division,  having  fallen 
towards  the  close  of  the  action  of  the  fifUi  May, 
1862,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  next  in  command, 
to  make  the  report,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  en- 
abled me  to  do  so.  My  attention  was  exclu- 
sively directed  to  the  action  of  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment,  which  I  commanded  uatil 
the  fall  of  the  Colonel  commanding. 

At  4>^  o'clock  A.  M.,  our  hue  was  formed  on 
the  extreme  left  of  tiie  forces,  in  a  point  of 
woods  adjoining  open  and  cultivated  fields. 
The  ground  was  broken.  We  advanced  in 
coigunction  with  the  entire  line.    As  we  were 


about  passing  out  of  a  little  field,  we  met  the 
enemy,  who  at  once  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us, 
which  we  retiuned  with  good  effect,  since,  in  a 
few  minutes,  they  fled  before  us.  We  were 
ordered  "forward.**  As  the  extreme  right  of 
the  brigade  was  advancing  on  a  line  parallel  to 
a  fence,  behind  which  sharpshooters  lay  in  am- 
bush, harassing  our  flank,  the  Thirtietii  Louis- 
iana was  constantly  called  on  to  dislodge 
them,  which  it  did  by  occasional  fires.  We 
soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  con- 
siderable force  behind  a  fence,  awaiting  our  ap- 
proach, at  a  point  from  which  they  fired  on  our 
line  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees.  We 
faced  the  TMrtieth  regiment  to  them  and  soon 
silenced  them  by  a  well  kept  up  and  directed 
fire.  Meanwhile  the  Fourth  regiment  and 
Boyd's  battalion  advanced,  driving,  also,  all 
obstacles  before  them.  It  became  apparent 
that  the  exact  location  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
planted  in  our  front,  was  not  known,  tiie  fog 
was  too  thick  to  enable  us  to  see  welL  We, 
however,  advanced,  having  chaneed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  line  to  the  lefL  The  nre  of  the  ene- 
my soon  revealed  its  exact  position,  and  to  the 
charge,  was  sounded.  The  entire  brigade  ad- 
vanced at  a  double-quick,  and  in  good  order, 
notwithstanding  the  galling  fire  poured  into 
our  lines.  The  gallant  Colonel  Allen,  whose 
bravery  cannot  be  too  much  extolled,  flew  at 
the  head  of  the  men,  flag  in  hand,  on  to  the 
battery,  and  was  soon  in  possession  of  its  guns, 
surrounded  by  his  men,  while  the  ri^ht  arove 
the  infantry  away  by  a  destructive  tare.  Un- 
fortunately, Colonel  Allen  was  wounded,  and  the 
shock  was  terrible  among  the  men  of  the  Fourth 
regiment,  whose  confidence  seemed  to  repose 
mainly  on  him,  and  they  withdrew  in  disorder, 
bearing  away  their  wounded  chief.  At  a  short 
distance  I  rallied  them  partially  on  the  line 
formed  by  the  regiment,  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  but  to  no  good,  since  enough  could  not 
be  gathered  to  push  on  our  advantage.  Some 
time  previous  to  this  charee,  as  I  infer  from  not 
seeing  him  in  it,  Colonel  8.  Boyd  had  been 
wounded  and  removed  from  the  field.  His  bat- 
talion, stripped  of  its  influence,  did  not  raOj 
after  the  first  charge  on  the  battery.  Previous 
to  this,  the  troops  had  all  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  It  now  became  evident  that  fatigue 
and  thirst  were  overpowering  our  men;  mey 
could  scarcely  answer  the  appeals  made  to  them 
by  courageous  men,  to  whose  names  justice  will 
be  done  by  those  who  witnessed  tiieir  conduct 
throughout,  and  which  I  cannot  give,  as  I  only 
saw  £em  there  for  the  first  time.  At  this  time 
a  second  Federal  battery  entered  the  field,  and 
was  opportunely  met  by  a  section  of  Ctotun 
Semmes'  Confederate  States  battery.  It  affords 
me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cool  and 
effective  response  made  by  Captain  Semmes  and 
Lieutenant  West,  whom  the  Fourth  and  Hiir- 
tieth  Louisiana  regiments  fell  back  to  support 
in  this  encounter.  After  a  brief  and  quick  fire 
of  the  opposing  batteries,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  withdiuw,  and  the  infantry  left  with  it  From 
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this  time  there  was  no  more  fighting  on  the  left 
Gomine  into  command  of  the  brigade  at  the  close 
of  the  Dattle,  and  after  it  became  disorganized,  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  beyond  those 
which  refer  to  my  regiment  I  cannot  dose, 
however,  without  bearing  witness  to  the  bravery 
and  gallantry  of  Colonel  Allen,  so  conspicuous 
tousalL 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Bbkaux, 
OoloiMl,  oommandiDg  Second  BrlgMle. 

HBADQVAmn  Ttom«m  La.  Smmw  Rmdcbr',  ) 
Ix  Camp  HBAB  OoMxn  Rivn.        j 

Lieutefumi  L,  D.  Scmdidge,  Acting  Assistant 
A(^uknU'General : 
Bni :  For  the  action  of  my  regiment  in  gen- 
eral, during  the  battle  of  the  fifth  of  August,  at 
Baton  Rouge,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report 
circumstances  have  compelled  me  to  make  in 
the  stead  of  Colonel  AUen.  For  troops  who 
had  never  been  luder  fire  before,  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  acted  with  great  bravery  and  gallan- 
try. Conspicuous  among  the  officers  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  I  take  pleasure  in  men- 
tioning Captain  Trepwner,  who'  lost  his  life  in 
all  probability,  ana  Lieutenant  Dupremont,  of 
Picket  cadets,  who  was  also  wounded.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  statii^  that  men  and  officers 
were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  beat  off  a  supe- 
rior force.  The  regiment,  throughout,  rallied 
and  presented  a  gooa  line  whenever  called  on. 
After  the  partial  oisorganization  of  the  brigade, 
which  the  loss  of  its  commander  temporarily 
produced,  and  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
left  must  fall  back,  this  regiment  did  so  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  under  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  Breaux, 
Oolooel,  oomnundlng  Tblrtieth  LoaisUna. 

BEPQRT  OF  COLONEL  M.  H.  COFEB. 

HBASQUABEBa  SiXlB  KBTTDOKT  RlQIMBfT  YOLITIvmBS,  1 

Conine  RiTiR,  August  7,  1803.        j 

Q.  O,  Hubbard,  First  Lieutenant,  and  A.  A,  A, 
Ghneral: 
Sib  :  Pursuant  to  circular  order,  iust  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant and  the  orders  received  from  the  com- 
manding Generals.  This  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  First  brigade.  Second  divi- 
sion. Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  commanding.  At 
a  little  before  daylight  the  troops  were  drawn 
up  in  line,  this  regiment  in  the  open  field,  the 
left  resting  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
ri^ht  of  a  dense  forest,  in  which  Colonel  Allen's 
brigade  was  formed.  At  daylight  the  command. 
"  forward,"  was  given  by  Cleneral  Rnggles,  and 
we  moved  forwuti  a  short  distance  and  halted 
l^  the  order  of  the  same  officer,  who  was  pres- 


ent in  person.  We  were  very  soon  ordered 
forward  again,  when  we  moved,  encountering 
rough  ground,  hedges,  fences,  ditches,  and  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  weeds  and  grass,  altogether 
rendering  even  tolerable  alignment  and  steady 
marching  impossible.  Passing  on  over  this 
character  of  ground  for  nearly  one  mile,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  fired  on  us,  doing  no  in- 
jury, but  falling  back  as  we  advanced,  until  we 
arrived  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
camp.  Here  ho  eneaged  us  warmly  from  a 
strong  position  in  a  neavy  forest,  but  charging 
forward  we  drove  him  from  his  position,  and 
mv  regiment  passed  nearly  through  the  camp, 
when  we  observed  a  battery  on  our  left,  say 
one  hundred  yards,  and  a  little  in  front  This 
battery  ^as  nearly  silenced  by  an  oblique  fire 
from  my  left  wing,  and  would  have  been  easily 
taken  but  for  the  fact  that  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade was  retiring.  Seeing  no  cause  for  the 
retreat  on  account  of  any  movement  or  fire  of 
the  enemy,  my  reeiment  was  ordered  back,  pre- 
suming the  brigade  was  ordered  to  retire,  which 
I  since  learned  to  havB  been  the  case.  This 
retreat  enabled  the  enemy  to  regain  his  battery, 
which  he  did  promptly,  and  opened  a  furious 
fire  with  grape,  canister,  and  snrapnell,  on  our 
flank.  From  the  nearness  of  the  guns,  he  did 
no  serious  damage.  We  continued  to  move  to 
the  rear  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  we 
re-formed  and  returned .  to  a  fence  in  front  of  a 
graveyard,  where  we  halted  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  who  had  re-formed  and  reoccupied 
his  original  position,  from  which  we  had  just 
driven  him.  This  position  both  parties  held 
with  great  stubbornness,  and  an  ahnost  inces- 
sant m*e  was  kept  up  for  one  hoiur.  At  this 
place  I  sustained  nearly  all  the  loss  of  the  day. 
My  position  was  very  much  exposed  during 
this  time,  having  no  shelter  but  a  thin  picket- 
fence^  and  being  on  ground  elevated  some  eigh- 
teen mches  above  any  ground  in  front  between 
my  hue  and  the  enemy.  This  position  was 
maintained  until  an  order  to  charge  was  given, 
and  the  enemy  driven  under  his  gimboats,  when 
the  regiment  returned  with  the  brigade  to  camp, 
having  sustained  a  loss  of  five  killed  and  sev- 
enty-three wounded,  several  mortally.  I  can- 
not aUow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  re- 
turning my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  bore  themselves  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment From  a  want  of  commissioned  officers,  I 
caused  the  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  to 
be  consolidated  into  four  companies,  placed 
respectively  under  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utter- 
bacK.  and  Thomas  G.  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant 
Frank  Hamed.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that 
I  was  not  in  the  last  charge,  having  been  car- 
ried off  the  field  too  much  exhausted  and  over- 
come to  be  able  to  go  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  COFXR. 
OoloDAl,  oommanrting  Stxth  Kentucky  segjtmmU 
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BBPOKT  OF  OOWHEL  OftOSSLANa 

HsABquriBms  Ctomnn  Kbttvokt  RmDUDRT, ) 
August  7,  1869.        i 

Lieuienani  Q,  G,  Hubbard,  A,  A.  A.  General: 

Likutbi6lnt  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
jonr  officer,  I  retnm  the  following  statements  of 
the  action  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  at 
Baton  Ronge,  on  the  fifth.  The  brigade  was 
formed  in  an  open  field,  and  ordered  to  ^  march 
forward."  My  regiment  crossed  a  lawn  into  a 
field,  and  received  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers, when  we  were  ordered  to  charge.  The 
skirmishers  were  rented  and  the  regiment  halt- 
ed in  a  pea  patch  and  ordered  to  lie  down.  Here 
we  received  a  heavy  fire,  wonnding  three  men. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  forward  and  to 
charge,  which  order  was  executed  in  gallant 
style.  Passing  over  the  ground  occupied  By  the 
enemy,  we  saw  the  bodies  of  two  dead  and 
three  wounded.  Another  charge  brought  us  into 
a  road  near  the  enemy's  camp,  through  which 
we  charged,  and  were  htJted  and  ordered  to  fall 
back  by  Captain  Buckner,  of  Oeneral  Breckin- 
rklge's  sta^,  who  received  the  order  from  Gren- 
eralGark,  which  would  have  been  done  in  or- 
der, but  for  a  regiment  in  advance  of  our  right, 
which  broke  in  wild  confusion  through  my  reg- 
iment, which  caught  the  panic  and  retired  dis- 
orderly for  a  short  distance.  Aided,  however, 
by  the  coolness  of  my  company  officers  and  Ad- 
jutant, I  succeeded  promptiy  in  rallying  and  re- 
forming them  in  front  of  the  road.  Colonel 
Thompson  ordered  me  to  fall  back  to  the  road, 
where  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  then  ad- 
vancing from  their  cainps,  and  kept  it  up  briskly 
for  an  hour.  The  enerry  advanced  cautiously 
from  their  camp,  under  cover  of  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, with  the  evident  intention  of  turning  our  left 
flank.  I  saw  two  lines  of  infentry,  with  cavalry 
in  the  rear.  They  charged,  and  the  Thirty-fifth 
Alabama  regiment  opened  and  kept  up  a  hot 
fire  from  oar  left,  which  broke  the  enem3r's 
lines,  and  they  retired  in  confusion.  Our  ammu- 
nition was  near^  exhausted,  the  wagons  not 
having  come  up.  General  Breckinridge  came 
up  on  our  right,  and  I  reported  the  want  of 
ammunition  to  him,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge 
the  camp  with  my  regiment  and  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky. We  went  through  the  camp  and  were 
halted  by  Captain  Budmer,  and  ordered  to  re- 
tire,, which  was  done  in  good  order.  Captain 
Budmer,  by  order  of  General  Breckinridge,  or- 
dered mv  regiment  to  remain  and  support  a  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery,  which  was  posted  and 
remained  to  protect  those  engaged  in  recovery 
of  the  wounded  and  retreat  of  the  stragglers. 
Captun  Wess  Jetton,  with  five  men,  was  sent 
back  to  &re  the  camps.  A  cloud  of  smoke  soon 
told  that  his  mission  of  destruction  had  been 
faithfully  executed.  He  reports  the  burning  of 
large  quantities  of  commissary  stores  and  quar- 
termaster stores,  together  wi&  numerous  boxes 
of  guns  and  valuaUe  camp  equipage.  With  a 
single  exception,  the  officers  bore  themselves 
gallantly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 


of  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmazy  ooipe 
kept  dose  at  our  heels,  and  promptly  removed 
and  took  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  beg  to  mention  the  gallant  oondnct  ot  Jo- 
seph Rollins,  our  color-b^irer. 

EdWABD  CBOflSLAXD, 
OokMiel,  commanding  Seventh  Keotnoky  P^g*"*-^*, 

REPORT  OF  liEDTQYANT-OOLONEL  &  £  BXJHTBL 

Cmmfmemm  Oom&       1 
AogOBt  tTiMIJ 

Chlonel  Q.  A,  Breaum : 

Sir  :   At  nine  o'clock  p.  x.,  of  the  fourth  in- 
stant, pursuant  to  orders,  I  marched  the  Fourth 
Louisiana  regiment,  left   in    front,  from   this 
place  in  the  direction  of  Baton  Rouge.    Josir 
before  daylight  I  was  ordered  to  halt  in  an 
open  field.    Only  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
firing  began  between  our  pickets  and  tiiose  of 
the  enemy.    We  were  then  ordered  to  fiill  back 
behind  a  hedge,  where  we  remained  a  very 
short  while,  when  we  recrossed  the  hedge  and 
marched  by  the  left  flank  through   a  narrow 
strip  of  wood  to  a  field,  enclosed  by  a  thick  «m1 
impassable  hedge  fence.    Here  we  formed  our 
line  of  battle,  and  were  joined  by  the  remaioder 
of   the  brigade.    The  word    "forward"   was 
given,  and  all  moved  off  in  gallant  style.    We 
had  not  proceeded  far  when  we  received  a  de- 
sultory fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  prompfly 
and  effectively  returned,  causing  the  enemy  to 
retire.    The  advance  continued,  with  occasional 
firing,  until  we  reached  an  open-field  on  our  left 
Here  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  considerable 
force  in  front  and  to  the  left  We  were  marched 
by  the  left  flank  until  our  brigade  had  neariy 
cleared  the  woods,  when  we  fled  to  tiie  left 
The  Fourth  Louisiana  had  thus  filed  expecting 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  nght  angles  to  our  orig- 
inal line,  when  a  battery  opened  on  us  to  our 
right  and  in  front  of  the  original  line,    llie  at- 
der  was  given  to  charge  this  battery,  which  wm 
done  in  gallant  style,  the  brigade  being  in  a  sort 
of  wed^e-shape,  gradually  assuming  a  line  as  it 
approached  the  battery.    A  heavy  and  galling 
fire  was  kept  up  on  us  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
concealed  m  the  rear  of  the  battery.    When 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  guns  of  me  enemy. 
Colonel  Allen,  who  was  in  front,  bearing  tiie  col- 
ors of  one  battalion  of  the  brigade,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse.    Seeing  him 
fall  the  line  faltered,  and  finally  gave  way,  the 
troops  on  ihe  right  and  centre  giving  way  first 
The  brigade  retired  in  confusion  across  ^ 
field,  through  which  it  had  so  gallantly  ad- 
vanced.   Here,  after  s<nne  little  delay,  my  rep- 
ment  was  re-formed  and  remained  so  for  some 
time.    No  order  to  advance  was  given.    A  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery  came  up  and  prepared 
for  action  on  our  right  and  the  left  of  this  bri- 
gade.   We  were  ordered  to  form  in  its  rear  to 
support  it    After  great  exertion  a  line  was  par- 
tially formed,  but  at  this  point  the  eneoqy's  ar- 
tillery opened  on  us  at  short  range.    The  ri^ 
again  nive  way,  followed  rs^idly  by  the  whde 
line.    The  troops,  exhausted  by  fifttigue  and  cry- 
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iDg  for  water,  were  thrown  into  ntter  confnsion, 
and  all  attempts  to  rally  them  were  fmitless. 
From  this  time  no  more  fighting  was  done  by 
our  brigade. 

I  wonld  not  close  this  report  without  men- 
tioning among  the  names  of  those  among  my 
officers  who  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry  on 
the  field,  Lieutenant  Corkem,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  Company  B;  Lieutenant  Jeter,  Com- 
pany F ;  Bergeant-Major  Daniels,  and  Adjutant 
Clark.  I  hear  of  ouiers  who  distinguished 
themselves,  but  only  these  came  under  myespe- 
oial  observation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

8.  EL  HUNTBR, 
Lt«Qteiiaiit-Cbloiiel,  oommanding  Fourth  LmiMuia. 

BXPOBT  OF  UEDIENAMT'ODLONEL  TOM  8HIEL08. 
to  m  IteD,  AQC9t  7, 1M2. 

lAetOencmt  L.  D,  Sandidge,  C.  8.  A.,  A,  A.  A, 
and  Inspedar-GhnercU  : 

Sir  :  For  the  information  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Ruggles,  commanding  Second  division,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  detachment  under  my  command,  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  proceeded,  with  a 
section  of  Senmies'  Confederate  States  artillery, 
tmder  conmiand  of  T.  K.  Fauntleroy,  two  com- 

Eanies  of  infantry  (company  E,  Sumter  Thirtieth 
louisiana  raiment,  Captain  Roger  T.  Boyle, 
and  Beaver  Creek  rifles,  Captain  Amicker),  and 
one  company  of  mounted  partisan  rangers,  Cap- 
tain Beckham,  the  whole  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fiftv,  rank  and  file,  at  about  four 
and  a  half  f.  m.,  the  fourth  inst,  to  take  position 
on  the  Clinton  plank  road,  there  to  engage  the 
enemy,  supposea  to  be  posted,  with  a  ^ttery 
of  artillery,  at  the  junction  of  that  and  the 
Bayou  Sara  road.  After  a  fatiguing  nighfs 
march,  we  reached  that  desired  point  just  at 
dawn  of  day  of  fifth  inst,  prepared  to  execute 
orders  at  the  given  signal — the  firing  of  small 
arms  by  the  main  body  on  my  left  Exactly  at 
fonr  and  a  half  a.  m.,  the  sound  of  musketry 
being  distinctly  audible,  I  ordered  the  advance, 
at  double-quick,  of  the  entire  command,  having 
previously  dismounted  the  rangers,  with  a  view 
to  greater  efficiency.  The  enemy's  pickets  fled 
precipitately  at  our  approach,  leaving  accoutre- 
ments and  e<]uipments  nanging  to  the  posts  and 
waUs  of  the  nouse  where  they  were  stationed, 
and  on  the  trees  immediately  around  it,  and 
sought  shelter  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the 
Bayou  Sara  road,  ^ning  which  they  fired  one 
feeble  volley,  but  unmediately  retreated  in  con- 
fusion in  the  direction  of  the  arsenal  The  in- 
fantry was  now  posted  in  a  corn-field  on  the 
right  of  a  street  Ic^ng  to  a  Federal  camp,  with 
instructions  to  advance  closely  in  support  of  the 
artiBery,  which  was  placed  at  the  same  time  in 
raldng  position  et  the  head  of  the  same  street 
The  enemy  here  appeared  in  force,  two  regi- 
ments of  inlantry  disputing  our  further  advance. 
The  artillery  opening  obliquely  on  the  camp, 
enabled  us,  by  its  well-directed  fire,  to  advance 
within  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  the  camps 


of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment  (judeed  to  be 
so  by  papers,  etc.,  found  subsequendy  in  the 
tents) ;  again  opening  a  rapid  fire  of  artillery  in 
the  airection  of  this  camp,  we  maintained  our 
position  until  the  infantry,  suffering  before  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  were 
compelled  to  fall  back,  and  some  four  horses  of 
the  section  becoming  unmanageable  and  un- 
serviceable from  wounds  received,  I  consented 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  section  to  the  junction 
of  the  roads  above  mentioned,  tiiere  to  await 
reinfcHTcements  firom  the  main  body,  then  seen 
to  be  advancing  in  our  direction.  In  this  new 
position  we  were  unfortunatelv  taken  for  the 
enemy,  and  fired  upon^  but  luckily  without 
casualty  of  any  kind.  Disengaging  the  disabled 
horses,  and  supplying  their  places  with  others, 
the  section  was  again  placed  in  position,  where 
it  was  kept  until  the  termination  of  the  engage- 
ment The  infantry  force  under  my  conunand 
was  attached,  by  order,  to  the  Twentv-second 
Mississippi  regiment  on  the  arrival  of  tJiat  regi* 
ment  in  the  field,  leaving  me  with  the  artillery, 
where  I  remained  until  relieved  by  one  of  tfie 
staff  of  Major-Creneral  Breckinridge,  upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  the  com- 
mand, artillery  and  infantry,  and  beg  to  com- 
mend to  favorable  notice  the  officers  of  company 
E,  Sumter  regiment  (Thirtieth  Louisiana),  Cap- 
tain Boyle,  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Wright,  D.  C. 
Byerly,  and  William  B.  Chippendall,  for  gallant 
behavior.  To  Lieutenant  T.  K.  Fauntleroy, 
commanding  section  of  artillery,  I  am  indebted 
for  valuable  services ;  his  conduct  t|^roughout 
beine  marked  with  coolness  and  decision,  and 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  His  artillery,  as 
efficient  as  it  was,  would  have  been  more  so  but 
for  the  inferiority  of  the  friction  primers,  nine 
out  of  ten  of  which  proving  worthless,  rendering 
the  working  of  the  pieces,  at  times,  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory.  Of  the  casualties,  I  have  to 
mention  the  following:  In  the  Beaver  Creek 
Rifles,  Lieutenant  Amicker,  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder ;  Sergeant  Wilson,  wounded  in 
the  hand,  slightly;  private  J.  L.  Perrvman,  in 
the  back,  dangerously.  In  Fauntleroy^  section 
of  artillenr,  Sergeant  Bellum,  severely  wounded, 
and  four  horses  killed.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to 
state  that  my  object  was  to  obey  to  the  letter 
instructions  received,  and  every  effort  was  made 
on  my  part  to  that  end,  and  but  for  the  inade- 
quacy of  mv  force,  I  believe  more  important 
results  could  have  been  obtained.  I  hope  what 
we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  may  meet  the 
approval  of  the  General  commanding. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Tom  Sehblds. 
LtoateMAt-Ootonel,  Somter  Thirtieth  Loatoiuia  regim«nt, 
oommandtng  detaohmenU 

REPOBT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

Angi8t8^fe2.J 

Capknn  L.  D.  Scmdidge,  A.  A,  A.  General  Seo- 
ond  Division: 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 


I  Ttaxir-nm  Ala.  Vou. 
Oaxp  <m  Oomhb  Rrm,  Li^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


118 


REBELUON    RECORD,    1962-W. 


of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, by  the  Thirty-fifth  regiment  of  Alabama 
volunteers,  up  to  the  moment  1  was  relieved  of 
the  command  of  the  regiment  by  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  Before  leaving  the 
Comite  River,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  consoli- 
date certain  companies  in  which  there  were  but 
few  men,  and  in  two  instances  no  commissioned 
officer,  the  regiment  havine  been  decimated  by 
sickness,  and  accordinely  divided  the  regiment, 
onlv  one  hundred  ana  eighty<^ve  strong,  rank 
and  file,  into  four  companies,  placing  tnem  in 
command  of  the  followine  officers,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named:  Captain  S.  S.  Ives, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  £.  Ellett,  Captain  John  8. 
Dickson,  and  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Stewart  The 
regiment  thus  organized,  occupied  the  left  cen- 
tre of  the  brigade,  and  kept  this  position  during 
the  action,  passing  immediately  to  the  front  of 
the  line  first  formed  on  the  common,  over  and 
tiirough  many  obstacles,  to  a  position  near  the 
river,  when  the  fight  ended.  The  regiment 
never  having  been  under  fire,  much  anxiety  was 
felt,  by  both  myself  and  the  brieade  commander, 
as  to  the  probable  effect  upon  vie  men  of  a  close 
fire  of  musketry.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  say 
that  never  once  did  the  regiment,  men  or  officers, 
falter ;  but  when  ordered  to  charge  did,  od  three 
occasions,  bear  themselves  most  gallantly,  and 
once  obstinately  held,  for  an  hour,  a  position  ex- 
posed to  a  fire  from  overwhelming  numbers.  On 
reaching  the  first  encampment  of  the  enemy,  in 
the  third  charge  made  by  the  brigade,  this  regi- 
ment passed  entirely  through  ^e  camp,  driving 
the  enemv  before  them,  when,  on  looking  to  the 
right  and  rear,  I  found  m^  command  was  not 
supported,  but  the  right  wmg  was  filing  back 
to  cover.  Receiving  no  order,  and  fearing  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  flank  the  left  wmg,  I 
immediately  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire.  Do- 
ing followed  in  the  movement  by  the  Fiftii  Ken- 
tucky on  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  cemetery  in  which  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  was  formed.  The  regiments  were 
immediately  moved  forward,  and  checked  the 
advancing  enemy  by  heavy  firing.  Being  called 
to  command  the  brigade,  I,  at  this  time,  turned 
over  the  regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gk>od- 
win,  wlio  reports  its  further  action.  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  £.  €k)odwin,  my  only  associate  field 
officer,  for  the  coolness  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  him  during  the  action.  The  officers  com- 
manding the  companies  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage.  Dr.  J.  F.  Delany,  a  private 
of  Company  D,  was  detailed  to  act  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  during  the  action,  and  deserves  partio- 
ular  mention,  he  being  up  with  the  regiment  at 
all  times,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  encourag- 
ing the  men.  I  respectfully  ask  that  Dr.  Delany 
be  discha^ed,  that  I  may  contract  with  him  as 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  ROBBRTSON, 
Colonel,  ThlityOlfth  Beglznent  AUbama  YoluDteen. 


Aogon  8,  laOL  J 
Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A,  A,  A.  General 
Second  Divisidn : 
Captain  :  Colonel  Robertson  desires  me  to  say 
that  he  wishes  to  amend  his  brigade  report  by 
stating  that  Major  John  Throckmorton,  A.  Q.  M^ 
rendered  very  efficient  service  in  taking  off  the 
wounded  from  the  field,  showine  great  fearless- 
ness of  personal  danger  in  the  cuscharge  of  his 
duties. 

G.  C.  HUBBABD, 
A.  A. 


REPOBT  OF  UEDTENAMT-OCHiONEL  QOODWTS, 

Hbaoquaktsbs  TBntrr-rtrni  BaaiMBfT  Ambawa  You.,  \ 
Camp  oa  CoMm  Rim,  Angost  7,  18SS.        J 

LietOenara  Geo.  C.  Eubbard,  A.  A.  A.  G,  Fim 
Begimenif  Seoond  Division  : 

Lieutbnant:  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  who 
had  so  gallantly  led  on  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
in  two  separate  charges,  having  been  called  to 
the  conmiand  of  the  brigade.  Colonel  A.  P. 
lliompson  having  been  seriously  wounded 
while  cheerine  on  nis  men,  the  command  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  A&bama  was  banded  over  to  me. 

I  held  the  position  which  we  were  ordered  to 
maintain,  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  encampments,  for  more  than  an 
hour,  all  the  while  under  the  most  galling  tee  of 
the  enemy.  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  botii 
infantry  and  cavalry,  were  drawn  ap  in  line  of 
battle  on  my  left,  as  if  preparing  to  charge  o?er 
line  on  the  right  I,  therefore,  directed  my 
command  to  fire  upon  them,  when,  after  three 
well-directed  volleys,  the  enemy  fled  precipi- 
tately. A  charge  was  immediately  ordered  by 
Major-General  Breckinridge.  We  promptly  re- 
plied to  the  command,  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  encampments,  under  cover  of  their  gim- 
boats,  when  the  order  was  given  to  Call  back  for 
ammunition. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  leal 
and  daring  of  the  men,  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates, under  mv  command — ^the  last  chuge 
having  been  made  without  a  round  of  cartridge! 
on  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 

Edward  Goodwdi, 
Lieatenant-Cokmel,  oommandiiig  Tblrt  j-flflh  Baftmeat  Ahbip 

ma  Yolanteera. 

BEPOBT  or  CAFTADf  J.  B.  BOWMAH 

HsADQTAxnm  Tbibd  KamTCKT  Rnannr,  \ 
AuffiMt  7, 18C1  f 

George  C,  Hubhard^  Lieutenant  and  A.  A  A. 
Gfeneral: 

LiBCTTENAMT :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  office,  I  return  the  following  statement  of 
the  action  of  the  Third  Kentucky  regiment  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth : 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  an  open  field,  the 
Third  Kentucky  rcj^iment  on  the  nght  flank,  and 
ordered  to  march  forward.  The  Tnird  crossed 
a  lawn  into  a  field,  received  a  fire  from  the  eo^ 
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ti.Y*8  skirmishers,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
harge.  The  skirmishers  were  routed,  and  the 
egimeiit  halted  in  a  **  pea  patch,"  and  ordered 
o  lie  down  here.  We  received  a  heavy  fire, 
illing  one  man  and  wounding  five  men.  We 
vere  again  ordered  forward  and  to  charge,  which 
•rder  was  executed  in  gallant  style.  Passing 
tver  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  we 
aw  the  bodies  of  a  few  dead  of  our  enemy. 
Inother  charge  brought  us  into  a  road  near  the 
nemy's  camp,  through  which  we  chareed  and 
lalted,  and  remained  for  some  time  ;  and  seeing 
hat  our  line,  to  the  left,  was  not  up  on  line  vrith 
Ls,  I  placed  Captain  Edwards  in  command  tem- 
lorarily,  until  I  went  to  the  rear  to  see  where 
0  form  the  line,  with  instructions  to  remain  in 
»osition  until  I  could  return.  After  obtaining 
he  necessary  information,  I  started  on  my  re- 
urn,  with  the  regiment  falling  back  in  good 
•rder.  When  I  demanded  to  know  why  the 
eglment  was  doing  so,  I  was  informed  it  was 
>y  order  of  Brigadier-Greneral  Clark.  I  then 
esumed  command  and  formed  on  line  with  the 
brigade.  Soon  Colonel  Thompson  ordered  me 
0  fall  back  to  a  cut  in  the  road,  which  order 
V3B  promptly  executed.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  nearly  one  hour,  firing  nearly  thirty 
ounds  of  ammumtion  at  the  enemy,  at  times  they 
»t'ing  in  short  range  of  our  rifles.  The  regi- 
aent  was  then  ordered  to  charge  forward,  by 
)<^Ionel  Crossland,  which  order  was  promptly 
xecuted,  and  again  we  passed  through  tneir 
ncampment,  and  were  ordered  to  fi3l  back, 
9^hich  order  was  executed  without  any  confu- 
ion  or  excitement.  Without  a  single  excep- 
ion,  the  officers  of  the  regiment  bore  tiiemselves 
;allantly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
>f  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  corps 
:ept  close  on  oiv  heels,  and  promptly  removed 
ind  took  care  of  our  wounded. 

J.  H.  Bowman, 
GBptetn,  oommanding  Third  Kentocky  regiment. 

BEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  TOM  BTNUIL 

lEADQUABlXBa  BAXTJUJOir  OF  ISVAHTBT  OF  SIZWART'B  LbQIOIV,  1 

Ooxm  BiUDOK,  August  8, 1802.  j 

yaptain  Morrison,  A,  A.  A.  O.  Second  Brigade : 
Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the 
)articipation  of  this  battalion,  under  command 
)f  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  in  the  action 
)f  the  fifth  inst  Its  force  consisted  of  the  fol- 
owing :  one  field,  three  stafif,  and  nine  company 
)fficer8,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
nen.  They  composed  the  centre  of  Colonel 
illon's  brigade,  the  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regi- 
nent,  Colonel  Breaux,  on  the  right,  and  the 
fourth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
EEunter,  on  the  left.  The  line  of  battle  was 
'ormed  in  the  woods  back  and  leftward  of  the 
'esidence  of  Cfn)tain  £.  W.  Robinson,  and  about 
^ee-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  a  central 
3ortion  of  Baton  Rouge.  As  soon  as  the  line 
Rras  formed,  it  was  put  in  forward  motion,  feei- 
ng its  way  slowly  through  tall  weeds,  in  the 
noming's  haze,  for  the  enemy's  first  line  of 


force.  Marching  straight  to  the  front  through 
briers,  hedges,  and  over  picket  fences,  the  bri- 
gade was  halted  in  the  face  of  a  line  of  the  foe 
drawn  up  to  receive  us,  and  after  giving  them 
two  well-directed  volleys,  charged  upon  them, 
when  they  fled.  The  brigade  &ving  naused  a 
few  moments,  resumed  its  line  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  undergrowth  would  permit,  and 
marched  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  for- 
ward in  a  left  obliqUe  direction.  Receiving 
reports  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  supported  by 
a  regiment  right  on  our  front,  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  distant,  our  commander,  after 
calling  for  Hiree  cheers  for  the  Confederacy, 
ordered  us  to  charge.  Alarmed  at  our  shouts 
and  dash,  the  enemy  broke,  takine  off  their 
battery,  but  leaving  heaps  of  slain  and  wounded. 
It  was  here  that  Captain  Chinn  fell,  from  a  wound 
in  the  leg,  while  gallantly  responding,  at  the 
head  of  his  company,  to  Colonel  AlleniB  orders. 
Resuming  our  course,  we  soon  found  ourselves 
upon  the  edge  of  an  old  field,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  is  the  Benton  Ferry  road,  and  the 
enclosure  of  the  race  track.  Square  in  our  front 
was  posted,  along  the  roadside,  a  number  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  or  sharpshooters,  and  to 
their  left  a  battery  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of 
a  street  in  front  of  the  outskirts  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Baton  Rouge.  A  regiment  (the  Sixth 
Michigan)  supported  the  battery,  and  its  men 
were  placed  behind  the  fences  and  houses  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hockney's.  Colonel  Allen, 
taking  the  colors  of  his  command  in  his  hand, 
rapidly  drew  up  his  command  in  line,  which,  at 
his  call  and  example,  rushed, under  a  galling  fire 
of  grape,  canister,  and  Minnie,  across  the  field. 
There  was  not  a  shrub,  even  as  a  screen,  upon 
it,  and  over  the  three  hundred  yards  of  that 
open  space  the  foe  sent  many  a  missile  of  death 
and  shaft  of  anguish  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
the  cannon. 

Lieutenant  Causey,  of  Buffington's  company, 
and  commanding  it,  fell,  shot  through  the  brain. 
No  victim  in  this  great  struggle  against  fanati- 
cism and  the  principles  of  rapine  and  spolia- 
tion, leaves  to  his  family  and  friends  a  brighter 
memory  for  chivalrous  courage  and  unsullied 

gatriotism.  A  few  yards  further  on  Lieutenant- 
olonel  Boyd  fell,  shot  through  the  arm,  and 
was  borne  ofif  the  field.  In  a  moment  or  so 
after  the  enemy  retreated,  leaving  two  cannon 
and  a  Lieutenant,  and  eight  or  ten  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  In  passing  beyond  the  fence  enclos- 
ing Turner's  house,  and  getting  partially  into 
the  street,  the  gallant  leader  fell,  helpless,  from 
his  horse  into  the  arms  of  his  trusty  soldiers, 
and  was  by  them  carried  from  the  field.  His 
fall  was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  It  completely 
paralyssed  his  old  regiment  (the  Fourth,  at  whose 
head  he  was)  even  in  that  moment  of  victory 
Notwithstanaing  his  repeated  shouts  to  go  for 
ward,  it  became  confused  and  huddled  up,  lost 
in  a  maze  of  stolidity  and  dismay.  At  this  criti 
cal  moment  the  undersigned  nrst  became  ap 
prised,  by  Colonel  Breaux,  now  commanding 
the  brigade,  that  it  waa  his  duty  to  assume 
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oommand  of  this  battaUon.  With  seriouB  mis- 
givings in  his  capacity  in  this  emergency,  and 
sorrow  felt  at  the  nocessitv,  he  arrived  to  do  his 
best  in  seconding  the  gallant  fearlessness  and 
conspicuous  example  of  the  commanding  officer, 
to  save  his  troops  from  a  panic  and  to  rally 
them  into  line.  His  efforts  were  supported  by 
the  daring  oourage  of  Lieutenant  Barrow,  com- 
manding Captain  Chinn's  company,  by  the  ener- 
gy of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  Captain  Bynum*s  com- 
E^ny,  and  by  the  cool  and  noble  example  of 
eutenant  Brown,  of  the  same  company.  A 
partial  success  only  rewarded  their  exertions. 
We  were  saved  a  panic,  but  the  annoying  fire 
firom  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  left  them  no 
other  alternative  but  to  fall  back  across  the 
field  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  Here  another 
effort  was  made  to  rally  the  brigade  into  line, 
now  massed  confusedly.  The  commanding  offi- 
cer employed  every*  incentive  and  expedient 
that  courage  could  suggest,  but  with  haggard 
results.  The  men  made  no  response  to  his  ap- 
peals. They  were  not  cowed  or  panic-stricken ; 
they  were  simply  exhausted,  hopelessly  ex- 
hausted, and  seemed  to  be  staggering  under  the 
half  of  that  last  ounce  which  breaks  the  camel's 
back  of  endurance.  Having  been  under  arms 
for  more  than  sixteen  hours ;  having  neither 
supper,  breakfast,  nor  sleep ;  having  marched 
over  twelve  miles,  and  having  gone  ^ough 
four  hours  fighting,  is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  or 
for  blame  tlmt  they  paid  but  little  heed  to  the 
rallying  cries  of  their  leaders?  Their  conduct 
was,  however,  only  in  accorduice  with  the  ex- 
ample of  troops  who  had  been  under  fire,  and 
were  reporteo  veterans.  Many  vicissitudes  of 
this  batUe  must  remain  unnoticed.  The  under- 
signed was  not  called  to  command  till  a  late 
hour,  and  many  events,  doubtless,  noted  by  the 
experienced  eye  of  Colonel  Boyd,  must  be  un- 
chronicled  because  of  his  absence.  While  Col- 
onel Boyd  was  in  command,  his  promptitude 
and  courage  ably  sustained  the  policy  of  Col- 
onel Allen.  EUs  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Breeden, 
was  conspicuous  for  darine  devotion  to  duty 
throughout  the  trials  of  the  day.  The  men 
generally  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 


Upon  retuminK  to  headquarters,  near  Ward's 
Creek  bridge,  the  undersigned  was  reUeved  of 
his  command  by  Lieutenant  Barrow. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obeoient  servant, 

ToM.  BTNUlf, 
OapUIn,  commanding  Battolkm  Infantry,  Btewardi  Legtea. 

BKFORT  or  GAPTiUK  a  T.  BllOa& 

br  Gaxp,  3>«a»  BAToy  Bocob,! 
Aogosi  8,  IMS.       J 

Sm :  I  was  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  action 
of  the  fifth  instant,  which  I  did.  My  men  be- 
haved well.  The  officers,  Lieutenants  J.  T. 
M.  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  acted  wi&  great 
coolness  and  bravery,  at  times  firing  their 
pieces  personally.  lieutenant  T.  P.  Faunlkroy 
was  detached  with  a  section,  and  I  did  not  see 
him  during  the  action.  The  casiualties  were 
five  men  killed,  five  severely  woimded,  five 
slightly  wounded ;  nine  horses  killed,  two  badly 
wounded,  two  missing ;  one  caisson  exploded  hf 
an  enemy's  sheU,  the  rear  carriage  of  ano&er 
rendered  worthless,  and  left  on  the  field.  Fov 
sets  of  harness  lost  I  fired  two  hundred 
rounds  of  smooth  bore  six-pounder  ammimi- 
tion,  «Dd  one  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  of  six- 

Sounder  rifled.     Dr.  Lewis.  A.  8.,  C.  8.  A.,  ren- 
ered  efficient  service  to  my  wounded  on  tlie 
field.  I  am,  sir,  reepeotnilly, 

0.  T.  Ssmos, 
Gq>lali,  etmandtaif  a  &  Light  BtUmj. 

At  ^}4  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  fifth  instuit,  I 
took  position  between  Colonel  Allen's  aiid 
Colonel  Thompson's  brigades,  filling  a  vacant 
of  some  eighfy  yards,  moved  forward  with  the 
infantry  line  half  a  mile,  opened  fire  on  an  oie- 
my's  battery,  driving  them  back,  moved  tp  the 
right  of  the  Second  division.  General  Rug^ 
commanding,  when  I  opened  on  a  battery  wifii 
effect,  at  aSout  two  hundred  and  fift^  yards^ 
then  occupied  my  first  position,  opemi^  oo  a 
column  of  infantry,  doing  much  execution ;  wai 
ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Allen's  brigade. 
I  took  position  on  its  right  and  silenced  a  btir 
tery.  This  was  my  last  firing,  after  which  1 1«> 
joined  the  main  forces.  0.  T.  8. 


JReium  of  CasuaUiea,  in  the  Second  Division. 
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Q0oer$<md8okiier8menH(medintheBq>oriqf 
Brigadier-Gmercd  Buggies : 

GokKiel  A.  P.  ThompMn  and  Oolonel  H.  Wal- 
len,  briKade  commaDders,  botli  seyerely  wouad- 
ed;  FiftiKentiK:k7reflnmenl0iptBtn&^ 
SeT0Btli  Kentucky,  G(^«l  Crosskod,  and  his 
color-bearer,  James  Rawiiogs ;  Siztk  Kenteokj 
regimrat,  detains  Isaac  SmSth,  Utterback,  and 
Thomas  Page,  and  First  liemteoaat  F.  Earned ; 
Thirty-sixth  Alabama,  Ck>k>nel  Robertson  and 
lieutenantOolooel  Goodwin  ;  of  the  Second 
briffade,  the  Fourth  Louisiana,  lientenant-Gol- 
ond  Banter,  Lieutenant  Corkem,  Gompanj  B, 
Lieutenant  Jeter,  Company  F,  aad  Sergeant- 
Major  Daniels;  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion, 
LientenantOolonel  Sam  Boyd,  who  was  dis- 
aUed  by  a  iesh  wound  in  the  arm.  Oaptain 
Ghinn  dso  was  wonnded,  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Osptain  Bynom,  who  acted  with 
ealkntry.  The  battalion  Thirtieth  rcfiment 
Louisiana  volunteers,  commanded  by  Oolond 
G.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  regiment,  especially  Gap- 
tain  N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieutenant  Dapremont» 
both  wounded.  LieutenantCV)lonel  Shields, 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  commanding  separate  de- 
tachment, who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  in- 
trepidity of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  commanding 
section  of  guns  ia  his  detachment;  Captain 
Semmes,  commanding  battery,  and  his  officers, 
Lieutenants  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  performed 
gallant  service.  Captain  Bloant  Urigade-Li- 
spector  of  Second  brigade,  renaered  valiant 
service  in  the  field,  where  it  is  believed  he  has 
fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since. 
I  also  have  the  gratification  to  name  the  mem- 
bers of  my  sta£E^  who  served  with  me  on  this 
occasion,  vis^ :  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandige,  corps 
artUleiy,  C.  S.  A.,«  A.  A.  A.,  and  InsMctof-^enmral, 
Cai>tEun  George  Whitfield,  Chief  Qoartermaster 
Major  £.  8.  Ruggles,  acting  (nrdnance  officer,  and 
acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  First 
Lieutenant  M.  B.  Ruggles,  aide<le-camp,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fnqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal  General, 
whe  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
cookiess,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
staff,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Sam.  Bard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  DeSauUes  ;   Engineers,  Lieutenant   H«  H. 
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Price  and  Lieutenant  H.  C  Hoh.  Other  officers 
on  special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  sornadron  on  tem- 
porary service.  Captains  Curry,  Henderson,  and 
Lieutenant  Behcum,  as  volunteer  uds  for  the 
occasion,  and  C^>tain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with 
great  gallantry. 


Doa  62. 


HOISTING  THE  BLACK  FLAG— OFFICIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REPORTS. 


OKNBRAL  8.  D.  IB  TO  GKKKRAL  OOOPKEL 

BiAOVUsme  DvARnaorr  Alabama,  Mwwfi, 
m  EiSf  LovmuMA.  Mwrnwiir, 

JuDd  80,  1804 


■} 


GnnnuL :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies 
of  correspondence  between  General  Washbom, 
U.  S.  A.,  General  Forrest,  and  myself,  which  I 
consider  very  important  and  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Department!  it  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  avoid,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  idea  of 
the  dignity  of  my  position,  resorting  to  such  an 
extremity  as  the  olack  flag ;  and  the  onns  shall 
be  with  the  Federal  commander. 

I  would  like  that  the  onus  be  put  where  it 
properly  belongs,  before  the  public,  should  the 
extremity  arise.  The  correspondence  is  not 
complete  yet,  and  the  Departoient  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  result  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment 

I  am,  General,  yours  resnectfuUy, 

GnnnuL  S.  Coopbe, 

A.  awl  L  O.,  BiBaiaoiid,  Ta. 

ONIRAL  fOBBBBt  TO  CONIRAL  WASHBURH. 

HSAOQUABTUB  FORREST'S  CaTAXJIT,  ) 

Df  TU  Fdba,  Jom  14, 1804.       / 

Moffor-Oeneral  Washburn,  commanding  Untied 
8tale$  Forces,  Memphis: 
GBfuuL:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  en- 
doee  copy  of  letter  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Buford,  commandiiig  United  States 
forces  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  addressed  to  Colonel 
E.  W.  Rucker,  commanding  Sixth  regiment  of 
this  command;  also  a  letter  from  myself  to 
General  Buford,  which  I  respectfully  request 
you  will  read  and  forward  to  him. 
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There  is  a  matter  also  to  which  I  demre  to 
c«J!  yom  attentlmi,  which,  vnli  now,  I  have  not 
^ot^t  propw  to  mBk»  the  Bubject  of  a  com- 
munfcation.  Rsoent  •ventg  render  it  neces- 
sary— in  fact,  denand  it 

it  has  been  rM»orted  to  me  that  all  the  negro 
troopt  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an  oath  on 
their  knees,  in  tiie  presence  of  Major-Qeneral 
Hurlbut  and  other  ofllcers  of  your  army,  to 
avenge  Fort  Pifiow,  asd  that  they  wotdd  show 
my  troops  no  qttrter. 

Again,  I  have  it  from  indisputable  anthority 
that  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Storgis, 
on  llieir  recent  march  from  llMU^his,  poUidy 
aad  in  various  pkoes  fwosbimed  ttettto  quarter 
wooM  be  showB  my  men.  Ab  his  triH>ps  were 
moved  into  action  on  tfao  elersnth,  the  officers 
commanding  exhorlad  their  men  to  remember 
Fort  fiflow,  and  a  large  m^'ority  ef  the  prisoiiers 
we  have  captured  from  that  command  have  vol- 
nntarily  stated  that  they  expected  us  to  murder 
them,  otherwise  they  would  have  surrendered 
in  a  body  rather  thaa  taken  to  the  bushes  after 
being  run  down  and  exhausted.  The  recent 
batfle  of  Tishemingo  Greek  wae  Cur  more  bloody 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  but  for  the 
fact  that  your  men  evidently  expected  to  be 
slaughtered  when  caDtm^aod  both  sidee  acted 
as  though  neither  felt  safe  in  surrendering  even 
when  further  resistance  was  useless.  The  pris- 
oners captnreH  by  us  say  they  felt  condemned 
by  the  announcements,  etc.,  of  their  own  oom- 
manders,  and  expected  no  quarter.  In  all  my 
operations  since  the  war  begun,  I  have  con- 
dmoted  the  war  on  civilized  principles,  and  de- 
sire still  to  do  so,  but  it  Is  due  to  my  command 
that  they  should  know  the  position  you  occupy 
and  the  policy  you  intend  to  pursue.  I  tliere- 
fore  respectfully  ask  whether  my  men  in  your 
hands  are  treated  as  other  Confederate  prison- 
ers, also  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in 
regard  to  those  who  may  hereafter  feu  into  your 
hi^ds. 

I  have  in  my  possession  ouite  a  number  of 
wounded  officers  ond  men  of  Greneral  Stnrgis' 
command,  all  of  whom  have  been  treated  as 
well  as  we  were  able  to  treat  them,  and  are 
mostly  in  charge  of  a  Surgeon  left  at  Ripley  bv 
Qeoedral  Sturgis  to  look  after  the  woundea. 
Some  of  tiiem  are  too  severely  wouaded  to  be 
removed  at  present  I  am  wflHng  to  exchange 
them  for  any  men  of  my  command  you  may 
have,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  aMe  take  removed 
will  give  them  safe  escort  through  my  lines  in 
charge  of  tiie  Surgeon  left  with  them. 

I  made  such  an  arrangement  with  Major-Gen- 
eral Hurlbut  when  he  was  in  command  of  Mem- 
Shis,  and  am  willing  to  renew  it,  provWed  it  is 
esired,  as  ft  would  be  better  than  to  sul^ect 
them  to  the  long  and  fktigniijr  delay  neceaaary 
to  a  regular  exchange  at  (Stv  Fofart^  Yf 
I  am,  veiy  reepeotM^y 
Tour  obedieBt  serraiit) 
N.  R 


McQCT'Omerci  8.  B,  Lee,  eemwumdhig  Onfed- 
erate  Forces  near  Tapdo,  Mise, : 

Gkneral:  When  I  heard  that  the  f<»t;es  of 
Brigadier-Qeneral  Sturgis  had  been  driven  back, 
and  a  portion  of  them  probably  captured,  t  felt 
considerable  solicitude  for  &e  &te  of  the  two 
colored  regiments  that  formed  a  part  of  the 
command,  until  I  was  informed  that  the  Goo- 
federate  lorces  were  commanded  hy  you.  When 
i  learned  that,  I  became  satiafiad  that  no  alzeoi- 
ties  would  be  committed  upon  those  troops,  bat 
that  they  would  receive  the  treatment  which 
komaitityes  well  as  their  galaat  eondeel  de- 
manded. 

1  regret  to  emr  that  the  hope  tint  I  entertuned 
has  been  diepeUed  fa(y  facte  wfakli  have  ress^ 
ceoM  te  my  laewledga. 

Fr«m  etalsmenti  IttAt  have  been  made  to  me 
by  ooiored  eeidisBa  who  wens  eye-wi^ceees,  it 
would  eeem  that  the  maesMre  of  Fort  Pillow 
had  been  repreducedet  the  lateafialr  at  Bryee's 
OroBMPeade.  T^  detail  of  tht  aftroeitiee  tivre 
eommittad  I  wiU  not  trouUe  you  with.  If  tro^ 
mid  net  diaair  owed^  they  must  lead  to  ooate- 
qaenoes  too  Caarftd  to  iMmtemplnto  It  is  best 
that  we  sheuki  now  have  a  mir  undecataAdiag 
upon  this  questkm,  of  the  treatment  of  this  gAms 
or  soldiers.  If  it  is  eeatemplaied  by  the  Cud- 
federatogovenimeBt  to  murdor  aO  oetoed  troopf 
that  may  by  the  chanoe  of  war  fall  into  their 
hands,  as  waa  the  case  at  Fort  Pillow,  it  is  bat 
fiur  that  it  should  be  freely  and  franl^y  avowed. 
Within  the  last  aix  weeks  I  have,  on  (wo  ooca- 
■ionB,  seat  colored  troopa  ieto  the  field  from 
this  point  In  the  expectation  that  the  Cqd- 
lademfle  gevemment  would  diaavow  tlM  actioo 
ef  thefr  jeommanding  General  at  the  Fort  Pifiow 
measaoce,  I  have  Mbome  to  ieeee  any  instroi)- 
ttens  te  the  oolered  troope  ae  to  the  oourae  tbe/ 
ahoidd  pureue  to  warde  Confederate  eoldien  tbat 
mif^  fill!  into  their  hands ;  but  seeii^  no  dif> 
«vowal  OB  the  part  of  the  Confederate  govenr 
mettt,  but,  on  the  oontrary,  laudatione  frum  tbe 
entire  Southern  prees  of  tbe  perpetrators  of  tiie 
■wBsacre,  I  may  eal^y  presume  that  indiBcnni- 
Mi4e  nkwighter  is  to  be  the  fiate  of  colored  troopi 
that  fiidi  into  your  hands.  But  I  am  iM>t  willing 
to  leave  a  matter  of  suoh  grave  import,  aad  ia- 
Yolviuff  conee^nenoes  ao  fea^ul,  to  infenace. 
and  I  hatve  therefore  tho«|^  it  prefer  to  ad* 
dxeea  you  thia,  beiievisg  that  jroa  weald  be 
able  te  iadioate  the  poli<i(y  that  the  Confedente 
government  intrad  to  pucmm  herea^er  on  this 
queetieii. 

If  it  is  intended  to  raise  the  bkuik  flag  Maimt 
that  unfbrtunsie  raoa,  they  will  cheerfuQr  ac- 
cept the  isaue.  Up  to  this  time  no  txoopshar« 
fought  more  gaflantlyi  and  none  have  oondBcted 
tfasmscWee  with  greater  nr<wrie^.  Thevhsve 
luMy  vindieatod  tibeir  xig^  (ac  Im^  denied)  to 
be  treated  ae  men. 
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I  hope  that  I  hare  been  mtefaiftMrmed  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  tiiey  have  received  at  the 
battle  of  Bryoe's  Groea-roads,  and  that  the 
accotintB  received  reetdt  rather  from  the  exoited 
imaginatlonB  of  Hie  AigitKres  than  friHn  aotaal 
fact. 

For  the  gv^niiiieiii  oi  4ba  oeiefed  troope 
under  my  command,  I  wauld  ihtmV  yov  to  M- 
form  me,  irith  as  httte  dakiy  aa  poeaibla,  if  it  k 
yonr  intention,  or  the  intsntiod  of  the  Oon- 
federate  governHMnt,  to  ranrder  colored  sokKers 
tiiat  may  fall  into  yom:  faan^,  or  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  to  be  exehaaged 
as  other  prisoners. 

I  am,  Oenersl,  reepectfolfy, 

Tour  obedieDt  servant^ 

G.  0.  WASOOur, 

6ENIRAL  WASBBURN  10  OEKEEUL  FORREST. 


m  ir^m  lt\mmHm,\ 

Mttfor-Omerai  N,  B,  Forrmt,  commanding  (hfi- 
federate  -Fbrcet  .• 

General  :  Tear  comfnnnication  of  the  fonr- 
teenlh  instant  Is  received.  The  letter  to  Briga- 
dierJGeneral  Bnford  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  yonr  letter  which 
relates  to  colored  troops,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have 
alreadv  sent  a  commnnication  on  the  snbjeet  to 
the  otecer  in  command  of  the  CJonfederate 
forces  at  Tupelo. 

Having  understood  that  Major-General  8.  D. 
Lee  was  in  command  there,  I  directed  my  letter 
to  him — a  copy  of  it  I  enclose.  You  say  in  your 
letter  that  it  has  been  reported  to  you  that  all 
the  negro  troops  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an 
oath  on  their  knees,  in  ibe  presence  of  Major- 
deneral  Hurlbut,  and  other  officers  of  our  army, 
to  avenge  Port  Pillow,  and  that  they  would  show 
yonr  troops  no  quarter. 

I  believe  it  is  true  tliat  the  colored  troops  did 
take  such  an  oalii,  but  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Hurlbut  From  what  I  can  learn,  this 
act  of  theirs  was  not  influenced  by  any  white 
officer,  but  was  the  result  of  their  own  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and  Iheir  fellows 
who  had  been  mercilessly  slaughtered. 

I  hafve  no  doubt  that  they  went  into  the  field, 
as  you  allege,  in  the  full  belief  that  they  wonM 
be  murdereid  in  case  they  fell  into  your  hands. 
The  affair  of  Fort  Pillow  fully  justlied  that  be- 
lief. I  am  not  aware  as  to  what  they  proclaimed 
on  their  late  march,  and  it  may  be,  as  you  si^, 
that  they'  declared  that  no  quarter  would  be 
given  to  any  of  yonr  men  that  might  M  into 
their  hands. 

Yoiu:  declaration  that  you  have  conducted  the 
war,  on  all  occasions,  on  dvffised  principles, 
cannot  be  accepted ;  but  I  receive  with  satisfoo- 
tion  the  intimation  in  your  letter  that  the  recent 
slaughter  of  colored  troops  at  the  bat^  of 
Tishemingo  Creek  resulted  rather  froin  the  des- 
peration with  which  they  fbnght  than  a  prede- 
termined intention  to  give  them  no  quarter. 

You  must  have  learned  by  this  time  that  the 


attempt  to  intimidato  the  colored  trQjVps  by 
indie^riniiiiato  siaiightar  has  nffiuJify  fu&d,  and 
tfaati  iaatead  of  a  feeMag  of  terror,  you  have 
aro«0«d  a  ^>irit  oi  oovraffeaiMlde^peiaiion  that 
win  not  down  at  your  biddiag. 

I  am  left  in  doubt,  bv  tout  letter,  as  to  the 
course  you  and  the  Confedamte  Gk>v«Knment  in- 
tend to  pi— ae  heieaftar  iu  tegard  to  colored 
troops,  and  1  beg  you  to  advise  me,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  an  to  your  intentions. 

If  you  intend  to  treat  such  of  them  as  fall  into 
your  hands  as  prisoners  of  war,  please  so  state ; 
if  yo«  do  Boi  so  intend,' but  contemplate  either 
their  slaughter  or  &eir  return  to  slavery,  please 
state  Hal,  so  that  we  may  have  no  misunder- 
standing hereafter.  If  the  foxmar  is  your  inten- 
tion, I  shaU  reeeive  the  amwonoemeBt  with 
pleasure,  and  shall  eacplain  the  het  to  the  coloi^d 
troops  at  onoe,  and  desire  Hb&t  they  recall  the 
oath  they  have  taken ;  if  the  latter  is  the  case, 
^en  let  the  oath  stand,  and  upon  those  who 
have  aroused  this  ^lirit  by  their  atroeities,  and 
npon  the  Government  and  people  who  sanction 
it,  be  the  conaequenoes. 

In  regard  to  your  inqidry  relating  to  prisoners 
of  your  command  in  our  bands,  I  have  to  state 
that  they  have  alwa3^  reoeived  the  trsatment 
which  a  great  and  humaiie  Gtoverament  extends 
to  its  prisoners.  What  oontse  will  be  pursued 
hereafter  towards  them  must,  of  course,  depend 
on  circumfftances  that  may  arise.  If  your  com- 
mand, hereafter,  does  nothing  which  shotdd 
property  exclude  them  from  being  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  will  be  so  treated. 

I  thank  you  for  your  offer  to  exchanffe  wound- 
ed officers  and  men  in  your  handa  If  you  will 
send  them  in,  I  vdll  exchange  man  for  man,  so 
tkr  as  I  have  the  ability  to  dio  so. 

Before  closing  this  letter,  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  one  case  of  unparalleled  outrage  and 
murder  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
in  regard  to  which  the  evidence  is  overwhelm- 
ing. 

Amon^  the  prisimers  captured  at  Port  Pillow 
was  Major  Bradford,  who  had  charge  of  tke 
defence  of  the  fort  after  the  fell  of  Major 
Booth. 

After  being  token  prisoner,  he  was  started, 
with  other  prisoners  of  war,  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Duckworth,  for  Jackson.  At  Brownsville  they 
rested  over  night  The  following  morning  two 
ooropRtnies  were  detailed  by  Ooloiiel  Duckworth 
to  proceed  to  Jackaen  with  the  prisoners. 

After  they  had  started,  and  proceeded  a  very 
short  distance,  five  soldiers  were  recalled  by 
Golonel  Duckwor^,  and  were  conferred  with  by 
him ;  they  then  rejoined  the  column,  and  after 
proceeding  about  five  miles  from  Brownsville 
the  o<tann  was  halted,  and  Major  Bradford 
taken  about  Mty  yards  from  tiie  roadside  and 
deliberately  shot  by  the  five  men  who  had  been 
recalled  by  Golonel  Dookw(Hrth,  and  his  body 
left  unbnried  npon  ^e  ground  wliere  he  felL 

He  now  lies  buried  near  the  spot,  and,  if  yon 
desire,  you  can  easily  satisfy  yourself  of  ^e  trutii 
of  what  I  assert    I  beg  leave  to  say  to  you  that 
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this  trasBaetion  hardbr  jn^ftes  jovt  resMrk, 
that  yow  openiliom  have  baaa  ooackratad  on 
dvfliaed  pr&ioiplaa;  aikl  until  ▼<>«  take  tone 
steps  to  bniog  the  perpetratofa  of  thii  ootng*  lo 
justiciD,  the  world  will  not  £ul  to  believa  that 
it  had  your  aaactioii. 
I  aaa,  General, 

T<»«r  obedteBt  MTvaol, 

C.  0.  WAflmm, 


GENERAL  fOBBBST  TO  GEtTEBAL  WASHBURN. 


Moffor-Genmral  d  0.  WaMurUf  eommamding 
U.  &  Fbrom,  M£mpki3,  Tmm,: 

GsmuL :  I  have  the  hooor  to  admowledge 
the  receipt  (per  flag  ai  tmoe)  of  your  letter  of 
the  aeyenteenth  instant,  addressed  to  Major- 
Gto^ral  8.  D.  Lee,  or  Officer  commanding  Con- 
federate forces  near  Topdow  I  have  forwarded 
it  to  General  Lae,  witii »  copy  of  tiiis  letter. 

I  regard  yoor  Wtter  as  disoonrieoos  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  department,  and 
grossly  insmting  to  myself. 

Yon  se^  by  implied  threats  to  intimidate 
him,  and  aasome  the  privilege  of  denouncing  me 
as  a  mvderer  and  as  gnil^  of  the  whdeaale 
slaughter  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pillow,  and 
found  your  assertion  upon  the  mpatU  testimony 
of  (your  friends)  the  enemies  of  im^  and 
country.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  oiBcussion, 
therefore,  of  any  of  the  questions  invdyed,  nor 
undertake  any  refutation  of  the  charges  made 
by  you  against  myself;  neverthelesB,  as  a  matter 
of  personal  privilege  alone,  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  they  are  unfounded  and  imwarranted  by 
the  facts.  But  whether  those  diarges  are  true 
or  &l8e,  they,  with  the  question  you  ask  as  to 
whether  negro  troops,  when  captured,  wiU  be 
recognioed  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  sub- 
ject to  exchange,  etc,  are  matters  which  the 
(Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Confed- 
erate States  are  to  decide  and  adjust,  not  Hieir 
subordinate  officers.  I  regard  captured  negroes 
as  I  do  other  captured  proper^,  and  not  as 
captured  soldiers;  but  as  to  now  regarded  by 
my  government,  and  the  disposition  whidi  has 
been  and  will  hereaflM:  be  made  of  th^n,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you,  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, to  the  authoritiea  at  ^chmond.  it  is  not 
the  policy  or  the  interest  of  the  South  to  de- 
stroy the  negro,  on  the  contrary  to  preserve 
and  protect  him,  and  aU  who  have  surrmidered 
to  us  have  reeeived  kind  and  humane  treatment 

Since  the  war  be^^  I  have  captured  many 
thousand  Federal  prisoners,  and  they,  including 
the  survivors  of  the  '^  Fort  Pillow  Massacre,^ 
"  black  and  white,"  are  living  witnesses  of  the 
fact  that,  with  my  knowledge  en:  consent,  or  by 
my  order,  not  one  of  them  has  ever  beoi  in- 
sulted or  in  any  way  maltreated. 

Ton  speak  oc  your  forbearance  in  not  giving 
your  negro  troops  instructionfl  and  orders  as  to 
the  course  they  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
Confederate  soldiers  that  might  fell  into  their 


(your)  hands,  whidi  clesiiy  conveys  to  nr^  mmd 
two  very  distinot  unpressicmB.  The  first  is, 
tet  in  not  giving  tkam  instructions  and  orden 
you  have  £ft  the  matter  entire^  to  the  dtscre- 
lioB  of  the  oagroes  as  to  how  they  should  dis- 
pose of  prisoners.  Second,  an  implied  threat 
to  give  BUflh  octfers  as  will  lead  to  ''oonse- 
aneDcestoofMrful^foroonlemplation.  Incon- 
irmatioti  of  the  ootreetneas  of  the  first  inmres- 
sion  («Huch  your  Isoguage  now  fuDy  devdop^, 
I  renr  most  respectfully  to  nur  letter  from  th» 
battje^eld,  Tishemingo  Creek,  and  forwarded 
you  by  flag  of  truce  on  tiie  fourteenth  instant 
As  to  the  second  impression,  you  seem  disposed 
to  take  into  yomr  own  hands  the  settlementi 
which  belong  to,  ana  can  onfy  be  settled  by, 
your  government;  but  if  you  are  prepared  to 
take  upon  yourself  the  responsibility  of  inaa- 
guratii^  a  83r8tem  of  war&re  contrarv  to  civil- 
ized usages,  the  onus  as  weH  as  me  oonso- 
quenoes  will  be  chargeaUe  to  yimcselC. 

Deprecating,  as  I  ^ould  do,  such  a  state  of 
affiurs ;  detennined,  as  I  am,  not  to  be  instru- 
mental in  bringing  it  about ;  feeling  and  know- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  I  have  the  approval  of  my 
government^  mv  people,  and  my  conscience  as 
to  the  past,  and  with  the  finn  belief  that  I  w31 
be  sustained  by  them  in  my  future  policy,  it  ii 
left  with  you  to  determine  what  that  policy 
iduill  be,  whether  in  aooordanoe  with,  the  laws 
of  dvihsed  nattons  or  in  violation  of  them. 
I  am,  (General,  yonra, 
Yeiy  rewectfuDy, 

N.  B.  FOBKBBIL 

GENEEtAL  FORREST  10  GENERAL  WASHBUR!(. 

\3  TBS  FiBLD,  Jane  IBi,  tSsl  \ 
Mt^or-Gweral  0.  C   Washburny  oommanding 
DUkHa  cf  West  Tenne9$ee,  Memphis,  Tsml: 

Your  communication  of  the  nineteenth  inst 
is  received,  in  wliic^  you  say  **  you  are  left  in 
doubt  as  to  the  course  the  Confederate  go?ern- 
meat  intends  to  pursue  hereafter  In  regard  to 
colored  troops.** 

Allow  me  to  say  that  this  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  did  not  and  do  not  pronose  to  enligmea 
yom.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  settlea  by  our  govein- 
mento  throusb  their  proper  officers,  and  I  re- 
q;>eotfu%  refer  you  to  them  for  a  solution  of 
your  doubts. 

Tou  ask  me  to  state  whether  "  I  contemplate 
either  their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  slavecy.* 
I  answer  that  I  daughter  no  man  except  in  open 
war&re»  and  that  n^  prisoners,  both  white  and 
blade,  are  turned  over  to  my  government  to  be 
dealt  with  as  it  mav  direct  Mj  government 
is  in  possession  of  all  the  hcts  as  r^ards  my 
officifd  conduct,  and  the  operations  of  m^r  com- 
mand since  I  entered  the  service,  and  if  jou 
desire  a  proper  discussioQ  and  decisioiL  1  refer 
you  again  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  would  not  have  you  understand,  how- 
evw,  that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  I 
am  indisposed  to  pJaoe  at  your  command  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCOHSNTEL 


t25 


!i8po8aI  my  facts  desired,  when  applied  for  in 

manner  beooming  an  oflloer  holding  your  rank 
nd  position,  for  it  is  eertainfy  <Msirabid  to 
verj  one  oocapying  a  pirt>lio  position  to  be 
laced  right  before  the  world,  and  ttiere  has 
een  no  time,  since  the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow, 
liat  I  wonld  not  have  furnished  all  the  facts 
onnected  witii  its  capture,  had  they  been  ap- 
lied  for  properly,  bat  now  the  matter  rests 
nth  the  two  govenanents.  I  hwre,  however, 
)r  your  information,  enclosed  yon  copies  of  the 
fficial  correspondence  between  the  command- 
ig  officers  at  Fort  Pillow  and  myself;  also 
opies  of  a  statement  of  Captain  Young,  the 
enior  officer  of  that  garrison,  together  with 
sufficient)  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  affiur 
y  my  A.  D.  C,  Captain  dias.  W.  Anderson, 
^bich  I  approve  and  endorse  as  oonect 

As  to  the  death  of  Major  Bradford,  I  knew 
othing  of  it  until  eight  or  ten  days  after  it  is 
ud  to  have  oooorred. 

On  the  thirteenth  (the  day  after  the  capture 
f  Fort  Pillow^  I  went  to  Jackson,  and  the  re- 
ort  I  had  of  the  aftur  was  this :  Major  Brad- 
>rd  was,  with  other  officers,  sent  to  the  head- 
tiartere  of  Cokmel  McCulloch,  and  all  the 
risonera  were  in  ohazge  of  one  of  MoCnUoch's 
egiments.  Bradford  requested  the  privilege 
f  attending  the  bnrial  of  his  brother,  which 
7M  granted,  he  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to 
etum.  Instead  of  retumiiM^,  he  changed  his 
lothing  and  started  for  ^mphis.  &me  of 
ly  men  were  himting  deserters  and  came  on 
Iradford  just  •■  he  had  landed  on  the  south 
ank  of  the  Hatohie,  and  arrested  him.  When 
rrested,  he  claimed  to  be  a  Confederate  soldier 
elonging  to  Bragg's  ara^y^  that  he  had  been 
n  forlonghy  and  was  than  on  hiB  way  to  join 
is  command. 

As  he  oonld  show  no  papers  he  was  believed 
>  be  a  deaerter,  and  waa  taken  to  Covington, 
nd  not  until  he  was  reoognioed  and  spoken  to 
y  citizens  did  the  goarda  know  that  he  was 
Iradford. 

He  was  sent  l^  Colonel  Duckworth,  or  taken 
y  him  to  Brownsville* 

All  of  Quhners'  command  went  from  Browne- 
ille  via  La  Grange,  and  as  all  the  other  pris- 
ners  had  been  gone  some  time,  and  there  was 
o  chance  for  them  to  catch  an  and  place  Brad- 
3rd  with  them,  he  was  oroered  by  Colonel 
Duckworth  or  General  Chalmers  to  be  sent 
011th  to  me  at  Jackson. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  metier  until  eight  or 
m  days  afterwards  I  heard  thet  his  body  was 
>und  near  Brownsville.  I  nnderstsnd  that  he 
ttempted  to  escape  and  was  shot  If  he  was 
nproperly  IdHed,  nothing  woukl  alford  me 
lore  pleasnre  than  to  punish  the  perpetrators 
J  the  fuB  extent  of  the  law,  and  to  snow  you 
ow  I  regard  sadi  transactions. 

I  can  refer  you  to  my  demand  upon  Mi^or- 
reneral  Hurlbut  (no  doubt  upon  file  in  your 
ffice)  for  thedehve^  to  Confeaerate  authorities 
f  one  Colonel  Fieldmg  Hurst  and  others  of  his 
cgiment^  who  deliberately  took  out  and  killed 


seven  Con£Bderate  soldiers,  one  of  whom  they 
left  to  die  after  onttii^  off  his  tongue,  punching 
out  his  eyes,  splittiBg  his  mouth  en  each  sido 
to  his  ears,  and  cutting  off  his  privates.  I  have 
mentioned  and  given  you  theae  facts  in  order 
that  you  mi^  have  no  further  exonae  or  apelogy 
iixr  relerring  to  these  raattere  in  connection  with 
myself,  and  to  evince  to  you  my  determination 
to  do  idl  in  my  power  to  avoid  the  responsibility 
of  causing  the  adoption  of  the  poliogr  which  you 
have  determined  to  press.  In  your  letter  you 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  negro,  troopa  did 
take  an  oath  on  bMided  knees  to  ahow  no  auar- 
ters  to  my  men,  and  yon  say  farther  '*  you  nave 
no  doiibt  they  went  to  the  battle-field  expeoting 
to  be  slaughtered,"  and  admits  also,  the  probed 
bihty  of  their  having  proclaimed  on  their  march 
that  no  quarters  woula  be  shown  us.  Such  being 
the  case,  why  do  you  ask  for  the  disavowal  on 
the  part  of  the  commanding  Qeneral  (tf  this 
department  or  the  government,  in  regard  to  the 
loss  of  hfe  at  Tiaheiningo  Q^eek?  That  your 
troope  expected  to  be  slaughtered,  appears  to 
me,  after  the  oath  they  iSok^  to  be  a  very 
reasonable  and  natural  ezpeotation.  Yet  you 
who  sent  them  out,  knowing  and  now  admitting 
that  they  had  sworn  to  sndi  a  poUcy,  are  com- 
plaining of  atrocities,  and  demanding  acknowl- 
edments  and  disavowals  on  the  part  of  the  very 
men  you  sent  forth  sworn  to  slay  whenever  in 
your  power. 

I  will,  in  all  candor  and  truth,  sav  to  you  that 
I  had  only  heard  these  things,  but  did  not 
believe  them;  indeed,  did  not  attach  .to  them 
the  importance  they  deserved,  nor  did  I  know 
of  the  tiireatened  vengeance  as  proclaimed  along 
the'  line  of  march  until  the  contest  was  over. 
Had  I  and  my  men  known  it,  as  you  admit  it, 
the  battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek  would  have 
been  noted  as  the  blooaiest  battle  of  the  war. 
That  you  sanctioned  this  policy  is  plain,  for 
you  say  now  *'  that  if  the  neg^o  is  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  you  will  receive  with  pleasnre 
the  announcement,  and  will  explain  the  fiftcts  to 
your  colored  troops,  and  desire  (not  order)  that 
they  recall  the  oatn;  but  if  they  are  to  be 
either  slaughtered  or  returned  to  davery,  let 
the  oath  stand.**  Tour  rank  forbids  a  doubt  as 
to  the  fact  that  you  and  every  officer  and  man 
of  vonr  department  is  identified  with  the  policy 
and  responsible  for  it,  and  I  shall  not  permit 
^ou,  notwithstanding  by  your  stndied  huD^uag^e 
in  both  your  communications  you  seek  to  limit 
the  operations  of  your  unholy  scheme,  and  visit 
its  terrible  consequences  alone  upon  that  igno- 
rant, deluded,  but  unfortunate  people^  the 
n^oes,  whose  destruction  you  are  planning  in 
order  to  accomplish  ours.  The  negroes  l^ve 
our  sympathy,  and  so  far  m  oonaistent  with 
safety  wul  spare  them  at  the  e^ense  of  those 
who  are  alone  responsible  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  worse  than  savsge  warfare.  Now,  in  con- 
clusion, I  demand  a  plaio,  unqualified  answer  to 
two  questioDB,  and  then  I  have  done  with  fur- 
ther correspondence  with  yon  on  this  subject 
This  matter  must  be  settled.    In  battle  and  on 
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the  bttMle4eld  do  yoa  intMid  to  slaughter  my 
mea  who  fiUl  into  vour  h«MU  t  If  jrou  do  not 
iutand  to  to  do,  wiU  ih»y  bo  treotedoo  )>riooiien 
of  wort 

I  hove  ovor  two  tfaonMod  of  StuMo'  oom- 
moad  priooMfo,  ond  witt  bold  OTery  omoer  ond 
priYBto  hootago  until  I  roooivo  your  docloritioDa, 
and  mm  Mliifiod  tba4  yo«  eony  oat  in  sood 
fiutb  the  —WBTB  yoQ  noko^  wd  until  I  om 
asonred  tlml  no  Oimfodonto  ooldier  has  been 
foully  doiit  witb  from  tho  day  of  the  Uttte  of 
Tishomingo  Ooek  to  this  time.  It  is  not  yet 
too  kto  for  yoQ  to  rslnoo  your  steps  and  anrost 
the  storm. 

Relying  as  I  do  ipon  Hiat  Dirine  power  whioh 
in  wisdepn  disposss  of  all  things— relying  also 
npoB  the  support  sad  approval  of  my  |^oTem- 
meot  and  oouBtrymon,  and  the  unflinchi^ 
bravery  aad  enduraBoo  of  my  troops,  and  wttit 
a  oonscioiMMOS  that  I  have  done  notiuug  to 
produoe,  but  aU  in  my  power,  consistent  with 
honor  and  the  personal  stiety  or  myself  and  oo«i- 
roaod,  to  prerent  it,I  Isave  with  you  t^  respon- 
sibility of  bringing  about,  to  use  your  oum 
language,  **  a  stale  of  afihirs  too  fearful  for  ocm* 
tempk&on.*'  I  am,  Qeaeral, 

Yours^  very  rsspectf ally, 

N.  B.  FoHosr, 


OrnCIAL  lOSMORANDA. 

Colond  H,  G.  Davis  commanding  Post  Cdhdba : 
CoLONBL :  I  herewith  transmit  you,  as  near  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  according  to  promise, 
the  demand  made  by  Major-General  Forrest 
C.  S.  A.,  for  the  surrender  of  Port  Pillow,  Ten- 


Mo^or  Booth,  commanding  U-  8.  Forces,  Fort 
Pillow,  Tennessee : 
I  have  force  sufficient  to  tfl\ke  your  works  by 
assault  I  therefore  demand  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  all  your  forces.  Tour  heroic  de- 
fence will  entitle'  you  to  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  the  surrender  must  be  unconditionaL 
I  await  your  answer.  Forrxst, 


B  UtnnD  BtAm  VknuH,  \ 
,lprU]d^lM4f 

Mqjor'Omerod  Forrest^  commanding  Ooftfedier- 
aie  Forces: 
G^KBRAL :  Your  demand  for  ttie  surrender  of 
United  States  forces  under  my  command,  re- 
ceived.    I  ask  one  hour  for  consultation  with 
my  officers  and  the  commander  of  gunboat  No. 
7,  at  this  place.    I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  Booth. 


Jfiyor^  jP.  Booik,  comrnmMmg  UniSsd  Slaies 
FofTOSB: 
I  do  not  demand  the  surrender  of  the  gun- 


boat Na  7.  I  aric  only  for  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Pillow,  with  men  and  munitions  of  war. 
You  have  twenty  minuies  for  consideiatioD.  At 
the  expiration  of  thai  time  if  you  do  not  emu- 
late, I  will  assault  your  works. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Fa 


BBADQirAnwi  TJmm  9trtm  fmcm,  \ 
Vokr  Piu4nr,  Tiiiii— ,  AprtI  IS,  1861  / 

Mo^or-Oeneral  Forrest,  commanding  On^edsT' 
ate  Forces : 
Gbkbbal:  Your  second  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  my  forces  is  received.    Hie  demand 
will  not  be  complied  with. 

Your  obecBent  servant, 

L.  F.  Booth, 

U.  8w  Forces,  Port  Fffiov 


Cohnet  K  O.  JDoHs  : 

I  give  you  the  above  for  your  own  satis&o 
Hon  from  memory.'  I  tiikik  it  is  true  in  sab- 
stance.    My  present  condftloB  woukl  precfaide 
Ibe  ide*  of  this  being  an  official  statement. 
I  am  GokMiel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  T.  YOUHO. 


CAPTAIN  J.  T.  TOUNOI01fAJOR49SfilBUL  F^BSBT. 
Gamaba,  Ambmu  Mir  Hk  UM. 

Msgor-Gmetai Forrmt,  a  8.  A.: 

GmnBAL:  Your  request,  made  through  Jndge 
P.  T.  Seroggs,  that  I  should  make  a  statsaoent 
of  tiie  trealDMiit  of  the  Federal  dead  and 
wounded  at  Fort  PiUow,  has  been  made  knows 
to  me»  Details  from  Federal  prissnors  wtft 
made  to  coHeot  the  dead  and  woa&(M.  Ibe 
dead  were  bmried  by  their  surviving  ooamnadea 
I  saw  no  iU  treatment  of  their  wounded  on  Ibe 
evening  of  the  battle,  or  next  moraing.  My 
friend,  lieutsnant  Leamfog,  Adjoint  ThirtMntlk 
Tennessee  Ovvahry,was  lenwomided  in  the  sa^ 
ler's  store  near  tiie  Ibrt,  also  a  lieutenant  QisA 
U.  S.  Artillery ;  both  were  alive  next  moniog 
and  sent  on  board  U.  8.  transport^  tBoonr  maoj 
other  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  w«re 
some  colored  troops — I  dont  know  how  maagr. 
Tory  re^eotftdly, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

Jim.  T.  YouM, 


P,  8, — I  have  examined  a  report  said  to  bt 
ie  by  OaptaiB  AndoMon  (oQ  A.  D. aio  Makr- 
Qeneral   Fornsti  i^psbdix    to    Geosnl  For- 
rssfs  repOTti  in  regvd  to  making  diyition  of 
Fod«al  Wounded  left  on  thefieU  atFort  PiOow. 
and  think  it  is  oorreet    I  acoompanisd  GMtais 
Anderson  on  the  di^  sueoeeditig  the  \mtm  u 
Fort  Pillow,  fi»  the  pmpose  above  mentionsd. 
JoHS  T.  Yomw, 
QyiftSi  Twiaty4toiifth  Wmomi  f iilwiiwifc 
A  true  copy : 

Samubl  Dovaisoh, 

t4Mt«emMidA.aa 
Official :    Hcnst  B.  Lb, 
A.a  a 
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GENERAL  WASHBCTRN  TO  GEKERAL  FORREar. 

BxAsquABins  Disnacr  or  Wan  TvmmBKM,  \ 
Hmtnm,  Ttonr.,  July  S,  18M.  J 

Ic^or-Oeneral  N.  B.  Forrest,  commanding  Con- 
federate  Forces  near  Tupelo : 

General  :  Yoiir  commtmicationa  of  the  twen- 
ieth  and  twenty-third  tdt.  are  received.  Of  the 
:>ne  and  temper  of  both  I  do  not  complain. 
'he  desperate  fortmies  of  a  bad  caiwe  exciw© 
luch  irritation  of  temper,  and  I  pass  it  by. 
tideed,  I  received  it  as  a  favorable  augmry,  and 
s  evidence  tliat  you  are  not  indifferent  to  the 
pillions  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  Pillow  affidr,  it  is  iwe- 
388  to  prolong  the  disctussion. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  which  yon  did  me 
be  fieivor  to  enclose,  to^oy  go vermnent,  and  you 
j^ill  receive  the  full  benefit  of  it 

The  record  is  now  made  np,  and  a  candid 
7orld  will  judge  of  it  I  beg  leave  to  send  yon 
erewifh  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Investi- 
ating  Committee  from  the  United  States  Con- 
rcBs  on  the  affair.  In  regard  to  the  treatment 
f  Major  Bradford,  I  refer  yon  to  the  testimony 
outained  in  ^at  report,  from  which  yon  win 
ee  that  he  was  not  attempting  to  escape  when 
hot  It  will  be  easy  to  bring  the  netpetraton 
f  the  outrage  to  justice  if  yon  so  aesire. 

I  will  add  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said,  that 
have  it  from  responsible  and  truthful  citizens 
f  Brownsville,  that  when  Major  Bradford  was 
tartcd  under  an  escort  from  your  headquarters 
t  Jackson,  General  Chalmers  remarked  that  ^  he 
v^onld  never  reach  there." 

You  call  attention,  apnarently  as  an  oflbet  to 
his  affair  of  Major  Bradford,  to  ontraees  said 
0  have  been  committed  by  Colonel  Pielding 
lurst  and  others  of  his  regiment  (Sixth  Tennes- 
ee  cavalry).  The  outn^es,  if  committed  as 
tated  by  yon,  are  disgraceful  and  abhorrent  to 
very  brave  and  sensitive  mind. 

On  receiving  your  letter  I  sent  at  once  for 
'olouel  Hurst^d  read  him  the  extract  pertain- 
3g  to  him'.  He  indignantly  denies  the  charge 
gainst  him,  and  vitil  yon  furnish  me  the  names 
f  the  parties  murdered,  and  the  time  when,  and 
he  place  where  the  offence  was  committed,  with 
he  names  of  witnesses,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
d  act  When  you  do  that,  you  may  rest  assured 
hat  I  shall  use evenr  effort  in  nwpower  to  have 
he  parties  accused  tried,  and  ix  found  guilty, 
roperly  punished. 

lu  regard  to  the  treatment  of  colored  soldiers, 
t;  is  evidently  useless  to  discuss  the  question 
tirther. 

Tour  attempt  to  shift  from  yourself  upon  me 
he  responsibility  of  the  inauguration  of  a 
wor.8e  than  savage  warfare,'*  is  too  strained 
nd  far-fetched  to  require  any  response.  The 
nil  and  cumulative  evidence  contained  in  the 
Congressional  Report  therewith  forward. points 
0  you  as  the  person  responsible  for  the  oorbar- 
3mB  already  committed. 

It  was  your  soldiers  who,  at  Fort  Pillow, 
aised  the  olack  flae,  and  while  ohooting,  ba^ 
noting,  and  otherwwe  miitreafting  tlie  Federal 


prisoners  in  their  hands,  shouted  to  each  other 
in  ^e  hearing  of  their  vktinu  that  it  was  done 
••  by  Porresf  B  orders.". 

Thns  ftkr  I  oannot  learn  that  tou  hatre  made 
any  disavowal  of  these  baitarities. 

Yonr  letters  to  me  inform  me  oonMenlly  that 
^  have  always  trentod  ow  prisoners  accord- 
mg  to  the  rules  of  oiviliBed  warive,  but  yonr 
disavoiwal  of  tiie  Fort  Pillow  baritMoitles,  if  ^n 
intend  to  make  any,  ahonld  be  foH,  dear,  explwit, 
and  published  to  the  worid. 

The  United  Slates C^orenneBt  is, an  italways 
has  been,  lenient  «nd  forbearing,  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  laete  for  yon  to  seonre  for  yennolf  and 
yonr  soldiers  a  continnanoe  of  the  treatment 
dne  to  honorable  warriors,  by  a  pnbUo  disclaimor 
of  barbarities  already  oommittoo,  and  a  vigorous 
effort  to  pnninh  the  wretchen  who  eommitted 
them. 

Bnt  I  say  to  yon  now,  okariy  and  nne<inivo- 
eally,  that  snch  memrare  of  treatment  as  ^on 
mefe  ont  to  Federal  soldieni  will  be  measiuvd 
to  yonagttin. 

If  yon  give  no  qaarter,  ymn  need  expect 
none.  If.  yon  obnerre  tim  rules  of  oiviKced 
warfare,  and  treat  our  prisoners  in  aocordanoe 
with  the  laws  of  war,  yonr  prisoners  wiU  be 
treated  as  they  ever  have  bssn,  with  kindness. 

If  yon  depart  fron  iliese  prinoipleB,  yon  may 
expect  sndh  reisMalioii  as  Ihe  laws  of  war 
justify. 

That  yvra  may  know  what  the  laws  of  war 
are,  as  understood  by  mj  govemmeBt,  I  beg 
leave  to  endose  a  copy  of  Gonsnl  Orders  No. 
100  from  the  War  Departmeut  As^J^ntaAt^^mi- 
eral'a  Office,  Washagton,  April  tUmsty^our, 
1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bn,  sir, 

Tory  rsspeolinUy  TOWS, 
a  0.  yfMMwm 


GENERAL  LBE  10  GEtfE&AX*  WA^BtTRN. 

East  Lodbaha,  Unmuir,  Jons  28,  ISftA.        | 

Majc^^Bmmrai  (7.  01  WmMbum,  wmmcmding 
Federal  Forces  ai  Memphis,  Tsnnmses : 

<  >KMnuL :  I  am  in  reoeipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the 
s.  ventsenth  inst,  and  have  also  beiore  me  the 
reply  of  MMO^General  Forrest  thereto.  Though 
that  reply  is  full,  and  is  approved  by  me,  yet  I 
deem  it  proper  to  communicate  with  yon  upon 
a  subject  so  serionsly  affecting  our  future  con- 
duct and  tiiat  of  the  troops  nnder  onr  raspeotive 
oommands. 

Tour  communication  is  bv  no  means  respeot- 
M  to  me,  and  is  by  iiraiicslion  insisting  to 
Maior-GcneiBl  Forrest  lids,  hownvsr,  is  over- 
looked in  considention  of  the  important  char- 
acter of  its  contents. 

Ton  assume  as  comet  an  eiaggerated  state- 
ment of  the  cfrcumstanoea  attending  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pfflow,  relying  solely  upon  the  eviaenoe 
of  tiiose  who  would  natnnJly  give  a  distorted 
history  of  the  aAdr. 

No  demand  for  an  explanation  has  over  been 
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made  either  by  yourself  or  votur  government,  a 
oouree  which  would  certain^  recommend  itself 
to  every  one  desirous  of  hearing  truth  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  you  seem  to  have  been  perfect 
willing  to  allow  yoitr  sokHers  to  labor  under 
false  fanpreartons  upon  a  subject  inv<^vhig  such 
terrible  consoquencea.  B^wtthefonoalttyof  pa- 
rades and  oaths  have  been  reaorted  to  f(»' the  pur- 
pose  of  kniting  your  c(dorsd  troops  to  the  pop- 

wiUleadto 


lata." 


petration  of  deeds  which,  you  si^, 
consequences  too  fearftil  to  conten 

As  conmandiag  ofiesr  of  this  department  I 
desire  to  make  me  following  statement  oonoern- 
ing  tho  sapiure  of  Fmi  PittoiF— a  statesMnt  sup- 
ported in  a  great  measure  by  the  evidence  of 
one  of  your  own  officers  captured  at  tiiat  place. 

The  version  given  by  you  and  vour  sovem- 
ment  is  untrue,  and  not  sustained  by  ttt%  fhcts 
to  the  extent  thiat  you  indicate. 

The  garrison  was  summoned  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  its  commandtog  offioer  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  refusing  to  surrender  after 
having  been  informed  by  General  Forrest  of  his 
abittty  to  take  tiio  fort,  and  of  his  fears  as  to 
what  the  resiM  would  be  in  oase  the  demsfid 
was  not  ecnnplied  with. 

The  assault  was  made  under  a  heavy  ire,  and 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  attacking  party. 

Tour  colors  were  never  lowered,  but  retreated 
from  the  fort  to  the  sovsr  of  the  raboats,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  constancy  using  them. 

This  was  true,  particulariy  of  your  ocAoted 
troops,  who  had  been  fimdy  oonvinoed  bv  yoar 
teaomngs  of  the  OM'tainty  of  their  skughter  in 
case  of  capture.  Bven  under  theae  drcum- 
stanoes  many  of  your  men  white  and  Uaok — 
were  taken  prisoners. 

I  respectful]  V  refer  you  to  history  Ibr  numer- 
ous oases  of  indnorimfaiata  slaughter,  even  und^ 
less-aggravated  ciroumstances. 

It  is  generaU  V  conceded  by  all  military  pre- 
cedents that  where  the  issue  has  been  fairiy 
presented,  and  the  ability  displayed,  fearful 
results  are  expected  to  loUow  a  refttsal  to  sur- 
rendef. 

The  case  and«r  ssusldciiatiop  is  almost  an  ex- 
treme one. 

Ton  had  a  servile  race  armed  against  then: 
masters,  and  in  a  ooimtry  which  had  been  deso- 
lated by  afaaost  unprecedented  outntfes. 

I  assert  that  our  officers,  witii  afl  these  ck^ 
cumstasoes  against  them,  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  effusion  ot  blood ;  and,  as  evidence  of  this, 
I  refer  you  to  the  feot  that  both  white  and  ixA- 
ored  prisoners  were  taken,  and  are  now  in  our 


As  regards  the  battle  of  Tishomingo  Oeek, 
the  statements  of  your  negro  witnesses  are  not 
to  be  rehed  on.  In  thia  panic  they  acted  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  their  previous 
impressions.  I  do  not  think  many  ci  thm  were 
killed — they  are  yet  wandering  over  the  coun- 
try, attempting  to  retm  to  their  masters. 

With  reference  to  the  status  of  those  captured 
at  Tishemingo  Ch'eek  and  Fort  Pillow,  I  wiD  state 
tliat,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  my  govern- 


ment, they  will  not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of 
war^  but  will  be  retained  and  hnmanely  treated, 
subject  to  such  future  instructions  as  may  be 
indicated. 

Todr  letter  contaiqs  many  implied  threats; 
these  you  can  <^  course  make,  and  you  are  fuDy  * 
entitied  to  any  satisfaction  that  you  may  feel 
from  havinj^  inade  tiiem. 

It  is  my  mteation,  and  that  abo  of  my  subor- 
dinatee,  to  conduct  this  war  upon  civilized  prin- 
ciples, provided  you  permit  us  to  do  so ;  and  I 
take  this  occasion  to  state  that  we  will  not 
shrink  from  any  responsibOities  tiliat  your  ac- 
tions may  force  upon  us. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  the  proteo- 
tion  of  our  homes  and  firesides,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  our  national  existence  and  libertr ;  we 
have  counted  the  cost  and  are  prepared  to  go 
to  an^  extremes;  and  although  it  is  far  frwn 
our  wish  to  fight  under  the  **  black  fla^,"  still,  if 
you  drive  us  to  it»  we  will  accept  the  issue. 

Your  troops  virtual^  fought  under  it  at  the 
battle  of  Tisnemingo  Greek,  and  the  prisoners 
taken  there  state  tint  they  went  into  battle  with 
the  impression  that  they  were  to  receive  no 
quarter,  and  I  suppose  with  the  determination 
to  give  none. 

1  will  further  remark  that  if  it  is  raised,  so 
fer  as  your  soldiers  are  concerned,  there  can  be 
no  distinction,  for  the  unfortunate  people  whom 
you  pretend  to  be  aiding  are  not  conaidered  en- 
tirely responsible  for  ueir  acts,  influenced  as 
they  are  by  tho  superior  intellect  of  their  white 
brothers. 

I  enclose  for  your  consideration  certain  pa- 
pem  touching  the  Fort  PiUow  affiiir,  which  wem 
prooured  from  the  writer  after  the  exaggented 
statements  of  your  press  were  seen. 
I  am,  Qeueral,  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant^ 

a  D.  Ln, 


INGLQBDBE  IN  THE  IxnaOODia. 


I  was  one  of  the  bearers  of  tiie  5zf  of  truce, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  au^orities,  at 
Fort  Pillow.  A  majority  of  the  officers  of  fts 
garrison  doubted  whetiier  (General  Forrest  was 
present,  and  had  the  impression  that  it  was  a 
ruse  to  induce  the  surrender  of  tho  fort  At 
the  second  meeting  of  the  flag  of  truoe,Oeaeral 
Forrest  announced  himself  as  being  Oenenl 
Forrest ;  but  ^  officers  who  aooompaaied  te 
flag,  beii^  unacquainted  with  the  OenerdL 
doubted  his  word,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
garrison,  at  the  tune  of  the  assault,  that  Qeoenl 
Forrest  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fert  The 
commanding  offioer  refused  to  surrender.  When 
the  final  assault  was  made,  I  was  captoTNlat 
my  post,  inside  the  works,  and  have  boMi  treated 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

JOBK  T.  TOCTIIO, 

F.  W.  UimmiHiLL, 

-    -  Ofefahr- 
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6ENKRAL  WISHBUBN  TO  ONBLkL  JUL 

BBABQOABmi  Umnan  ov  Wnr  Tiiiinii.\ 
UmpbHi  TwinKB,  July  8,  1S6*.        / 

lAiutmcmi-Omerai  8,  2>.  2>i^  oMHmondfTi^  1>^ 
pariment  AktbanM,  Mi$$i88ippif  and  JSkut 
liomsicma,  C.  8,  A.,  Meridian^  Mm,  : 

Genbiul  :  Tour  letter  of  &e  twenlY-eiffhik 
nit ,  In  reply  to  mine  of  the  seyentoenth  nU^  is 
received. 

lh»  diacoorteey  which  jon  profess  to  dis- 
cover hi  my  letter  I  ntter^  disdaim.  IBbving 
already  disciused  at  length,  in  a  correspondenoe 
with  Major-General  Forrest,  tiie  fV>rt  PiUow 
massacre,  as  well  as  the  policy  to  be  porsned  in 
regard  to  colored  troops.  I  do  not  ref^urd  it  nec- 
essary to  sigr  more  on  ihose  subjects.  As  yon 
state  that  yon  foUr  approve  <^  tiie  letter  sent 
by  Qeneral  Forrest  to  me  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  seventeenth  nH.,  I  am  foroed  to  presume 
that  you  folly  approve  of  his  action  at  Fort 
Pillow. 

Yonr  arguments  in  support  of  that  action 
confirm  such  presumption.  Ton  state  that  the 
^  version  given  by  me  and  my  government  is 
not  true,  and  not  sustained  by  uie  facts  to  the 
extent  I  indicate."  Ton  fbmish  a  statement  of 
a  certain  Oaptain  Toung,  who  was  captured  at 
Fort  PlUow,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  in  your  hands. 
How  far  the  statement  of  a  prisoner  under  duress 
and  in  the  position  of  Oaptain  Toung  should  go 
to  disprove  the  sworn  testimony  ofme  hundred 
eye-witnesses  who  had  ample  opportunity  of 
seeing^  and  knowing,  I  am  willing  that  omers 
shall  judpe. 

In  relying,  as  you  do,  upon  this  oertifioate  of 
Captain  Toung,  you  confess  tiiat  all  better  re- 
sources are  at  an  end. 

You  are  wdoome  to  all  the  relief  that  that 
certificate  is  calculated  to  give  you.  Does  he 
say  that  our  soldiers  were  not  inhumanly  treat- 
ed T  No.  Does  he  say  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  see  in  case  tiiey  had  been  mistreated  T  No. 
He  simply  says  that  "  he  saw  no  ill  treatment  of 
their  wounded.'*  If  he  was  in  a  position  to  see 
and  know  what  took  place,  it  was  easy  for  hiiQ 
to  say  so. 

I  yesterday  sent  to  Msjor^^eoeral  Forrest  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Congressional  Investi- 
gating Committee,  and  I  hope  it  may  fall  into 
^our  hands.  Tom  will  find  ttiere  the  record  of 
inhuman  atrocities,  to  find  a  parallel  for  which 
you  will  seardi  the  pa§re  of  history  in  vain. 
Men— white  men  and  black  men — ^were  crucified 
and  buTBed,  odiers  wers  hunted  by  blood- 
hounds ;  while  others,  in  their  anguish,  were 
made  the  sport  of  men  more  cruel  than  the  dogs 
by  which  tney  were  hunted. 

I  have  also  sent  to  my  government  copies  of 
General  Forrest's  reports»U>gether  with  the  cer- 
tificate of  Captain  Toung. 

The  record  in  the  case  is  plainly  made  up, 
and  I  leave  it  Tou  justify  and  approve  it^  and 
appeal  to  history  for  precedents. 

As  I  have  said,  history  furnishes  no  parallel 
True,  there  are  instances  where,  after  a  long 
and  protracted  resistance,  resulting  in  heavy 


loss  to  the  isssiHng  party,  the  gsnrison  has  been 
p«t  to  the  sword,  but  I  know  of  no  such  in- 
stance thai  did  not  brii^  diskoaor  upm  the 
oonmandsr  that  ordered  or  saflered  it 

There  is  BO  SnglishMii  that  wo«M  not  i^adly 
forget  Badi^  nor  a  FrsBshnaii  that  OKuhs 
when  Jaffi  or  tiie  eayes  of  Dahra  and  Sheks  are 
spoken  of.  The  massacre  of  Gleaeoo,  which 
the  world  has  read  of  with  faoirsr  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  pales  iato  significance  before  the 
tratMil  recital  of  Fort  Pillow. 

The  desperate  defence  of  the  Alaoko  was  the 
excuse  for  the  slaughter  of  its  bcave  survivors 
after  its  surrender,  yet  that  act  was  received 
with  just  execration,  and  we  are  told  by  the 
historian  that  it  led  soore  than  a^lking  elao  to 
the  independence  of  Teans. 

At  the  battlo  <tf  San  Jacinto  the  Tezsns 
rushed  into  aotioB  with  the  war  cry,  **■  ReaMm- 
ber  the  Alamo,"  and  oarried  all  beCoro  them. 

Tou  will  seek  in  vain  for  oonaolation  in  hio- 
toffv,  pursue  the  inquiry  as  fur  as  you  may. 

Tour  desire  to  duft  the  respoasibiliiy  of  the 
Fort  Pillow  maasaoro,  or  to  tod.exonsos  for  i^ 
is  not  strands.  Bui  the  rssponaihility  still  re- 
mains  where  it   betanga,  and   there   it  will 


In  my  last  lettsr  to  Geaaral  Forrest  I  stated 
that  the  treataaent  whioh  Fedscal  soidisrs  ro- 
oeived  would  be  their  guide  hereafter^  and  that 
if  yo«  ffive  no  quarter  you  need  expect  ^080. 
If  you  observe  the  miss  of  otviKiod  warfare  I 
shall  rejoioe  at  it,  as  no  one  can  repot  mote  than 
myself  a  resort  to  such  aeanres  as  the  laws  of 
war  justify  towards  an  enemy  that  gives  uo 
quarter. 

Tour  remark  thai  oor  eokred  soldiers  ^  will 
not  be  regarded  as  pris<mers  of  war,  but  will  be 
retained  and  humanely  treated,"  indifBtmg  that 
you  ooaoider  thsm  as  of  more  w(»thand  in- 
portanoe  than  your  own  soldiers  who  are  now 
m  our  hands,  is  certainly  very  oomplhneBtary  to 
the  colored  troops,  though  but  a  tardy  aoknowl- 
edgmmit  of  tibmr  bravery  and  devotion  as  sol* 
diers ;  but  such  fiiir  words  can  aeithsr  do  juo- 
tioe  to  the  colored  soldiers  who  were  butohorsd 
at  Fort  Pillow  after  thoy  had  sarrsadered  to 
their  victors,  nor  relieve  yourself^  Genesal  For- 
rest And  the  trooos  ssrving  under  you,  £eohi  the 
fearful  responsibility  now  resting  upon  you  for 
tiiose  wanton  and  unparalleled  bpirbaritiea. 

I  concur  in  your  remarks  that  if  the  blaok  flag 
is  once  raised,  there  can  be  bo  distinetionso  far 
as  our  soldiess  are  oonoemed.  No  distinotion 
in  this  regard  as  to  color  is  known  to  the  laws 
of  war ;  «id  you  tomy  rest  assured  that  the  out- 
rages we  complain  of  are  fait  by  our  white  sol- 
diers, no  less  than  by  our  black  ones,  as  insalts 
to  their  ^tabmbiw  banner,  the  flag  of  the  Umted 
States. 

I  will  dose  by  a  reference  to  your  statement 
that  many  .of  our  colored  severs  ^are  yet  wan- 
dering over  the  country,  atteaiq^tiBg  to  return  to 
thmr  masters."  If  this  remark  is  intended  for  a 
j<^e,  it  ia  acknowled^ped  as  a  good  one ;  but  if 
stated  as  a  £act,  permit  me  to  correct  your  mis- 
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miaapprekeiisioiis  hf  iiifonniDg  joa  that  moti 
of  them  have  returned  to  their  rM|>«otiva  con- 
tuaij  J0,  their  searoh  for  their  late  *'  maatera''  hav- 
iug  proved  bootieaa ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  exag- 
gofuSta  lA  ftiaiiriag  yea  that  there  is  not  a  ook>red 
aokUer  here  who  doea  not  prefer  the  fate  of  hia 
oomradea  at  fort  Fiih»w  to  being  retomad  to 
hjiy  "  WMttr  " 

I  iiMin,  Qeiieral, 

Yoimi  Taiy  reapectfoUy, 

G.  C.  WikaHBUBir* 

CAFTiklN  J.  T.  TOUNO  TO  GEIfQUL  WASHBURN. 


Mocnii^  Tnoasn,  SepUuober  lath,  IMi.' 

Mytr  Ommivd  a  C,  Wmkbum,  mmiwtamtKng 
Dittria  Weti  Tmrnmnee: 
Qsmb&al:  I  hare  tha  honor  to  addreaayoa in 
regard  to  oertMB  papara  ^forwarded  yon  by 
Major-Qttiarai  Fomat,  of  tha  ao-oaHed  Con- 
Merate  amy,  aignad  by  ma  under  proteat, 
whilst  a  priaooar  of  war  at  Oahaba^  Akbama. 
I  would  firat  cail  your  aittention  to  the  laanner 
by  whkh  theae  papara  were  proonrad.  About 
tweflatgF-aaTonth  April  kat,  all  Federal  priaonera 
(except  ookrad  acAdiara)  ware  aant  to  AndaraoD> 
ville  and  Maoon,  Gteorgia,  myaelf  amoag  1^ 
nnmber.  Aboat  tea  daya  itfler  my  arrival  at 
MaooB  piriaon,  a  Gonfadenite  Oaptain,  with  two 
men  aa  guard,  oaiM  to  that  pnaott  with  an  order 
for  BM  ta  rat«n  to  Oihaba.  I  appooiad  to  the 
oflioar  in  aommand  to  know  why  I  wm  taken 
from  tha  other  ottoera,  but  leoeiTed  no  ezpla> 
nation.  Many  of  my  frienda  among  the  Fedural 
oflioara  who  had  bean  priaonera  longer  than  my- 
self  felt  uneasy  at  the  proceediuKs,  and  adviaed 
me  to  BMdke  my  eaoq>e  going  baok,  aa  it  waa 
likely  a  aabjeot  of  retahaiion*  Oonaaqnantly 
I  felt  aoaaiderablo  uneaaineiae  of  mind.  Onralani- 
ing  to  Oahaba^  banig  qeita  unweO,  I  waa  plaaed 
in  hoapital,  under  giwd,  with  atUi  oa  axphmataon 
from  the  miHtai^  anthontieB.  On  the  day  fol- 
lowing, I  waa  informed  by  a  ai^  Federal  <&oer, 
atoo  m  hoapital,  that  ha  had  learned  that  I  had 
bean  reaogniaed  by  aome  Ooolederata  aa  a  da- 
aerter  from  tha Oonlederateam^, and  thatlwaa 
to  be  eo«rt«Mrtialed  and  ahot.  The  colored 
waitera  about  tha  hospital  told  me  the  aame 
tiiingyWid  although  I  knew  that  the  muatar-rotti 
of  m^  oomokj  would  ahow  that  I  had  been  in 
tha  vahataar  aervioe  aiaoe  iiat  May,  I8il,  I 
■til  lalt  unaaqr,haThig  fraah  in  my  mind  Fort 
Pillow,  and  tha  aunmiary  maoaer  the  Confed- 
arata  aiioore  hava  of  d&qpoaing  of  man  on 
Bome  oeoaaiona.  With  the  above  impraaaiotta 
on  my  mind,  about  thraa  daya  after  my  return 
to  Gahaba  I  was  aant  for  by  the  Provoat  Mar- 
ahaLand  oartain  papera  handad  ma,  made  out 
by  denaial  Fonaat  for  ay  aafnatura.  Lookiitf 
oyer  the  peepers,  I  found  that  signing  them  would 
be  an  endoraement  of  Qeneral  Forraat's  official 
report  of  the  Fart  Pillow  afiair.  lofoounaio- 
tumad  the  papers,  paaMvelT  reusing  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them.  I  was  sent  for  again 
the  same  day,  with  foquaat  to  aign  otimr  papera 
•f  tha  4Ama  tendance,  but  ao<ufiad.     I  again 


refused  to  sign  the  papera,  but  aent  Gknenl 
Forrest  a  stat^eut,  that  although  I  considered 
some  of  the  versions  of  the  Fort  Pillow  a^ir, 
vdiioh  I  had  read  in  their  own  pajkers,  said  to 
be  copied  from  Federal  papers,  eza^erated, 
I  also  thought  that  his  own  official  report  was 
equally  ao  in  some  particulars. 

Here  tha  mattt^r  rested  about  one  wedc, 
when  I  was  sent  for  by  Colonel  H.  d  Davis, 
oommander  of  post  at  Gahaba,  who  infonaed 
me  that  General  Forrest  had  sent  P.  T.  Scroggs 
to  see  me,  and  have  a  talk  with  me  about  the 
Fort  Pillow  fight  I  found  the  Judge  very  tJh- 
ble  and  rather  disposed  to  Aatter  me  ;  he  siid 
that  General  Forrest  thought  that  I  was  a  geoUe- 
man  and  a  soldier,  and  that  the  General  had  sent 
him  (the  Judge)  down  to  see  me  and  talk  to  om 
about  the  Fort  Pillow  fight ;  he  then  went  on  to 
tell  over  a  great  many  things  that  were  testi- 
fied to  before  the  Military  Commiaaion,  which  I 
was  perfectly  ignorant  of,  never  having  seen 
the  testimonv.  He  thcni  produced  papera 
which  General  Forrest  wishea  me  to  sign.  Up- 
on examination,  I  found  them  about  the  same  as 
those  previously  shown  me,  and  refused  again 
to  aign  them,  but  the  Judge  was  ve^  importu- 
nate, and  finally  prevailed  on  me  to  aign  tiie  ps- 
pera  vou  have  in  your  poeaesaion,  pledging  hua- 
self  that  if  I  wished  it  niey  should  only  be  seen 
by  General  Forreat  himaelf,  that  they  were  not 
intended  to  be  used  bpr  him  as  toetimoay,  bat 
merely  for  his  own  satisfaction. 

I  hope,  G^eral,  thai  these  papers  aigned  bj 
me,  or  rather  extorted  from  me  while  under  da- 
resay will  not  be  used  by  my  govammeut  to  bj 
disparagemanti  for  my  only  wish  ia  now,  slier 
three  years*  service  and  over,  to  recruit  my 
health,  which  has  suffered  badi|y  by  impriMQ- 
ment,  and  go  in  /or  ik$  mar, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Qaneial, 
Your  obedient  aervant, 
JoHH  T.  Yociio^ 
Oaplain  Oompuy  A,  Tweii^4k>ttrtb  Miaaowi,  J 


Doa  €3L 

THE  BATTLB  Of  lUKA. 

MAJOft^ffiNKBAL  ORANTS  BVQBX.* 

BBAsaPAKOM  DwriBflt  Wnr  T^iMii.l 

Xicuoii,  lADf.,  ooMmtii^  usa     / 

Oohnd  J.  ff.  JTdltoii,  A,  A.  G^  WaMiglim, 
D.  a: 

CoLOXKL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  flie  follow- 
ing report  of  the  battle  ef  luka,  sind  to  submit 
herewith  anefa  reports  of  AibordkiatBa  as  bare 
been  received. 

For  some  ten  daya  or  more  before  the  Apel 
move  of  the  rebel  armr  under  Genersl  Price 
eastward  from  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroed,  it 
was  evident  that  an  attack  upon  Gotinth  was 
oontemplated,  or  some  dmnga  to  be  made  in  tbe 
location  of  that  army.  Tliis  caused  great  vigi- 
lance t0  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  our  oaraliy, 

•  See  BeMUoa  Beoord,  t«l  a.  pi«e  48S,  DoeoMta. 
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especiallj  that  to  the  sontheni  front,  nnder 
Colonel  MiKoer.  The  labor  of  watching,  with 
occasional  skirmishing,  was  most  satisfactorily 
performed,  and  almost  every  move  of  the  enemj 
was  known  as  soon  as  commenced. 

Abont  the  Seventh  of  September,  Price  left 
the  railroad,  the  infantry  and  artillery  probably 
moving  from  Baldwin,  and  the  cavalry  from  the 
roads  north  of  Baldwin,  towards  B^y  Springs.  At 
the  latter  place  a  halt  of  a  few  days  seems  to 
have  been  made ;  likely  for  ^e  purpose  of  col- 
lecting stores  and  reconnoitring  on  the  eastern 
flank.  On  the  thirteenth  of  Beptember  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  made  their  appearance  near  Inka, 
and  were  repulsed  by  the  small  jzarrison  nnder 
Colonel  Murphy,  of  me  Eighth  Wisconsin  infui- 
tary,  still  left  there  to  cover  the  removal  of  stores 
not  ^et  brought  into  Corinth.  The  enemy  ap- 
pearmg  again  in  increased  force  on  the  same 
day,  and  having  cot  the  railroad  and  telegraph 
between  there  and  BumsviUe,  Colone]  Murphy 
thought  it  .prudent  to  retire  to  save  his  forces. 

This  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  commis- 
sary stores  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
which  property  should  have  been  destroyed. 
Price's  whole  force  then  soon  congregated  at 
luka. 

Information  brought  in  by  scouts,  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  was  conflictiDg.  One 
report  was  that  Price  wanted  to  cross  Beer 
Creek  and  the  Tennessee  River,  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  Tennessee  and  getting  into  Ken- 
tucky. Another  that  Van  Dom  was  to  march 
by  way  of  Ripley  and  attack  us  on  the  south- 
west, while  Price  should  mov6  on  us  from  the 
east  or  north-west  A  third  that  Price  would 
endeavor  to  cross  the  Tennessee^  and,  if  pursuit 
was  attempted,  Van  Dom  was  in  readiness  to 
attack  Corinth. 

Having  satisfied  mvself  that  Van  Dom  could 
not  reach  Corinth  under  four  days,  with  an  army 
embnacjng  all  anns,  I  det^rmiiked  to  leave  Corintli 
with  a  force  suffident  to  resist  cavahry,  and  to 
attack  Price  at  luka.  This  I  regarded  as  emi- 
nently my  doty,  lei  either  of  tiie  enemy's  plans 
be  the  correct  solution.  Accordingly,  on  t^e 
mxteeDtii,  I  gave  some  goieral  directions  as  to 
the  plan  of  operations. 

(jeneral  Rosecrans  was  to  move  on  the  south 
side  of  the  railroad  to  opposite  luka,  and  attack 
from  that  side  with  all  his  available  force,  after 
leaving  a  suffloient  force  at  Rienzi  and  Ja- 
cinto, to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Corintii  from 
that  direction. 

MajorOenertl  Otd  was  to  move  to  Burnsvine, 
and  firom  &ere  take  roads  north  of  the  railroad, 
and  attack  from  that  side.  Generai  Qrd  having 
to  leave  ftom  Wb  two  divisions,  ahreadyTery 
much  reduced  in  numbmw,  from  long-oonttiiiied 
service  and  the  number  of  batdes  they  had  been 
in,  the  garrisoii  at  Corinth;  he  ahK>  bad  one 
r^ment  of  infimtvy  and  a  saoadrmi  of  eavalry 
at  Kossa^.  one  regfanent  of  intetry  sod  one 
company  of  cavahry  at  Chenvall,  and  one  regi- 
ment of  infhntr^  that  moved,  under  Colond 
Mower,  and  jomed  General  Rosecrans'  com- 


mand, reduced  tbemmiber  of  men  of  his  command 
available  to  the  expedition,  to  about  thirty  thou- 
sand. 

I  had  previsttil^  ordered  the  in&ntry  of  Gren- 
eral  Roes'  command  at  Bolivar  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning ; 
had  also  directed  the  eoneentration  of  oars  at 
Jackson  to  move  these  troops. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  a 
deM>atdi  left  Corinth  for  those  troc^  to  **  o(»ne 
on,*^  they  had  arrived— three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred in  number.  This,  notwithstanding  the 
locomotive  was  thrown  oif  the  track  on  the 
Mississippi  Central  Road,  preventing  the  passage 
of  other  trains  for  several  hours.  'This  force  was 
added  to  General  Ord's  command,  making  his 
entire  strenrth  ovw  six  thousand  to  take  into 
&e  field.  FVom  tUs  feroe  two  regiments  of  in- 
flEmtry  and  one  section  of  artillery  were  taken, 
about  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  garrison  or  rear 
guard,  to  be  held  at  Bumsville.  Not  having 
Genial  Ord's  reportf  these  fignres  may  not  be 
accurate.  G^eral  Rosecrans  was  moving  from 
Jadnlo  eastward,  with  abo«t  nine  thensand  men, 
making  my  total  ftxrce  with  which  to  attaok  the 
enemy  about  fifteen  thousand.  This  was  equal 
to  or  greater  than  their  number,  as  I  estimated 
them. 

General  Roseorans,  at  his  sug8estaon«  ao- 
qniesoed  in  by  me,  was  to  move  northward  from 
his  easteni  march  in  tws  eohimnw :  one,  under 
Hamilton,  was  to  move  up  the  Fulton  and  East- 
nort  road;  the  other,  under  Stanley,  on  the 
Jacinto  road  from  Banett's. 

On  the  eighteenth  General  Ord's  oommand 
was  pushed  forward,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  and  €apturin|r  a  few  prisoners,  taking 
position  within  six  mues  of  luka.  I  expectedi, 
from  tie  foHowtog  despatsh,  that  QeMral  Rose- 
crans would  be  near  enough  by  the  night  iff  the 
eighteenth  to  make  it  safe  for  Ord  to  press  for- 
ward on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  and  bring 
on  an  engagement: 

(«8tpiMa»«  IS,  lata 

"  Gbresal  GBAMt :  One  of  my  spies.  In  from 
Reardon's,  on  the  Bay  Spring  road,  tells  of  a 
continuous  movement,  sltioe  last  Mday,  of  foroes 
eastward.  They  say  Van  Dom  is  to  defend 
VidEsburg,  Breckinridge  to  make  Ms  way  to 
Kentucky,  f^ce  to  attack  Iirite,  or  go  to  Ten- 
nessee.  If  Price^s  forees  are  at  luka,  the  plan  I 
propose  is,  to  move  up  as  olose  as  we  can  to- 
night and  eoneeal  our  moveioentB;  Ord  to 
advance  from  BumsvUle,  oeflHsenoe  tJM  attaok, 
and  draw  thefr  attention  that  way  while  I  move 
in  on  ti^e  Jacinto  and  Pulton  road,  and  crushing 
in  their  left,  cut  off  their  retreat  eastward. 

**  I  propose  to  leave,  in  ten  minvtes,  for  Jaotnto, 
whence  I  will  despatdi  you  by  Une  ef  vedettes 
to  Bumsvillo.  Win  wait  a  fsw  mhrates  to  hear 
fhnn  you  before  I  start  What  news  from 
BumsvilleT  * 

**  W*  &  RoSBOftAllS, 


To  which  I  scat  the  following  reply ; 
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"Obnkral  Rosboraks:  General  Rose'  com- 
mand is  at  this  place,  McArthnr's  dtyision  is 
north  of  ti^e  roaa,  two  miles  to  the  rear,  and 
Davis'  division  sovtii  of  the  road,  north.  I  sent 
forward  two  regiments  of  infteitry,  with  cavalry, 
by  the  road  north  of  the  railroad  toward  Inka, 
with  instmctions  for  them  to  bivooao  for  the 
night  at  a  point  which  was  designated,  about 
fonr  miles  from  here,  if  not  intermpted,  and 
have  the  cavalry  feel  where  the  enemy  are.  Be- 
fore liiey  reached  the  point  on  the  road  (yon 
win  see  it  on  the  mltp — ihe  road  nortli  of  the 
railroad)  t^iey  met  what  was  supposed  to  be 
Armstrong's  cavalry.  The  rebel  cavahr  were 
forcbd  back,  and  I  sent  instmctions  laere  to 
have  tiiem  stem  for  the  night  where  they  Hiongfat 
they  ooiild  safely  hold. 

''In  the  nMniiing  troops  wiU  advance  from 
here  at  4)^  ▲.  m.  An  anonymous  despatch,  just 
received,  states  that  Price,  Ai/gmder,  and  Breck- 
inridge have  a  force  of  sixty  thousand  between 
Inka  and  Tupelo.  Hiis,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  the 
understanding  of  cithrans,  but  I  very  much 
doubt  this  mformation  being  correct  Tour 
reconnoiBsainoes  pfove  that  wef  m  but  little 
force  south  of  Corinth  for  a  long  distance,  and 
no  great  fbroe  between  Bay  Sprteg  and  the  rail- 
roal.  Make  as  rapid  an  advance  as  you  can, 
and  let  us  do  to«ionrow  aU  we  cm.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  ^l  back  tiie  day  fc^owing.  I 
look  upon  tiie  showing  oi  a  cavalry  force  so 
near  us  as  an  indication  oi  a  retreat,  and  &ey  a 
force  to  cover  it 

«  U.  a  GmA«, 


L 


After  akUgkt  the  foUowing  despatch  was 
received  I 

flflVtembor  18.  IMS.      } 

"Gbnukal:  Tour  despatch  received.  Oeneral 
StMiley*s  division  arrived  aftor  dark,  having 
been  detained  by  lulling  in  the  rear  of  Ross 
throng  fault  of  guide.  Our  cavalry  six. miles 
this  Side  of  Banietf  s ;  Hamilton's  Furst  brigade 
eighty  Sec<HKl  brigade  nine  miles  tiiis  side; 
Stanley's  aear  Davenport's  Mills.  We  shall 
move  as  eai^  as  practioable— say  4)^  a.  m. 
This  will  give  twenty  mUee  mardi  for  Stanley 
to  luka.  ShaU  net,  therefors,  be  in  before  one 
or  two  o'clock,  but  when  we  come  in  wUl  ea- 
deavw  to  do  it  stroo|dy. 

''^W. a  BooMBAm, 

Brisi4tor-«6BMid,  U.  8.  A." 

Receiving  this  dms^,  as  I  did,  late  at  night, 
and  when  I  sopposed  these  troops  were  hi  <m 
thesr  way  toward  luka,  and  had  made  my  plans 
acoordkigly,  camed  some  dissf^intment,  and 
made  a  chsMwe  of  plans  necessary.  I  immedi- 
ately despatched  General  Ord,  giving  him  the 
Bubfftanoe  of  the  above,  and  directions  not  to 
move  on  the  enemy  until  RoseCTans  arrived,  or 
he  should  hear  firing  to  the  souiii  of  luka.    Of 


this  change  General  Rosecrans  was  prompt^ 
informed  by  despatch,  sent  with  his  retom  mes- 
senger. During  &e  day  General  Ord  retomed 
to  my  headquarters  at  luka,  and  In  consultation 
we  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
General  Rosecrans  to  get  his  troops  up  in  time 
to  make  an  attack  that  day.  The  General  wm 
instructed,  however,  to  move  forward,  driving 
in  the  enemy's  advance  guards,  but  not  to  briog 
on  an  engagement  unless  he  should  liear  feipg. 
At  night  another  despatch  was  received  frcm 
General  Rosecrans,  dated  from  Rami's,  about 
eight  miles  from  luka,  written  at  12:40  p.e^ 
stating  that  the  head  of  tiie  column  had  arrived 
^ere  at  12  m.  Owing  to  the  densily  of  the 
forests,  and  the  difficulties  of  passing  &•  small 
streams  and  bottoms,  aH  communications  be- 
tween General  Rosecrans  and  myself  had  to 
pass  far  around — near  Jacinto— even  after  he 
nad  g^t  on  the  road  leading  north.  For  Uiis 
reason  his  commtmication  was  not  received  nntfl 
after  the  engagement  I  did  not  hear,  of  ^  en- 
gagement, however,  until  the  nest  day,  althon^ 
the  following  despatch  had  been  prompdj  & 
warded: 


Two  MiLBi  South  or  Itnu, Sepi.  IS,  '82, 103^  p.  h./ 
**  Gbnbral  :  We  met  &e  enemy  in  just  about 
this  point  The  engagement  lasted  sereial 
hours.  We  have  lost  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  Firing  was  very  heavy,  iqu  most 
attack  in  the moming,and in  foroe.  The groand 
is  horrid — unknown  to  us,  and  no  room  for  de- 
velopment; couldnt  use  our  artillery  at  aH; 
fired  but  few  shots.  Push  in  on  to  then  mtii 
we  can  have  time  to  do  something.  We  will 
trv  to  eet  a  position  on  our  right  which  will 
takeliuca. 

'^  W.  a  RoBvnum, 

BrtiPMiMr-a«Mnl,  U.  &  A* 

This  de^tdi  was  received  at  8:85  a.  h^  on 
the  twentieth,  and  the  following  immediatetf 

"Buawvma,  8e»l  9a»  IMS,  t  Ji  1.  a. 

**  Gbkkbal  Obd  :  Getyour  troops  up  and  attack 
as  soon  as  possible.  Rosecrans  had  two  liosri' 
fighting  last  night,  and  now  this  morning  agun, 
and  umess  you  can  create  a  diversion  in  bii 
&vor  he  may  find  his  hands  foIL 

''Hurry  up  your  troops — all  possible* 

''U.  a  Q&AVT,  t 

ISgor-OtonL" 

The  statement  tiiat  the  ^igagenient  had  com- 
menced again  in  tiiemcMuing  was  on  the8treii|th 
of  hearmg  artillery.  General  Ord,  heariw  me 
same,  however,  pimhed  on  with  aH  possifab  de- 
spatch, witfiout  awaiting  orders. 

Twoof  my  staff-— Colonels  Dick^  and  Logafr— 
had  gone  around  to  where  Gessral  Roseoraoi 
was,  and  were  with  hhn  during  the  eachr  part 
of  the  en^psgement  Returning  in  the  dark,and 
endeavoring  to  cut  oflf  some  of  the  dtstannft, 
thev  became  lost  and  entangled  in  the  woods, 
and  remained  out  over  night,  arriving  at  head- 
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alters  next  morning  about  the  same  hour  that 
ineral  Roaeciana'  meBsenger  arriyed.  For  the 
rticnlar  troopa  engaged,  and  the  part  taken 

each  regiment,  I  will  have  to  refer  you  eo- 
ely  to  &e  accompanying  reports  of  thoee 
icers  who  were  preeent 
Not  occupying  luka  afterward  for  any  length 

time,  ana  then  not  until  a  force  eumcient  to 
ye  protection  for  any  grtot  distance  arriyed 
16  battle  was  fought  about  two  miles  out), 
cannot  accompany  this  with  a  topographical 
ip.  I  send,  howeyer,  a  map  showing  all  the 
ads  and  plans  named  in  this  report  The 
ontry  between  the  road  travelled  by  General 
'd's  command,  to  some  distance  south  of  tiie 
Llroad,  is  impassable  for  cavalry,  and  almost 

for  infantiy.  It  is  impossible  for  artillery  to 
ove  southward  to  the  road  touvelled  by  Gen- 
al  Rosecrans'  command.  Soon  after  despalch- 
g  General  Qrd,  word  was  brought  by  one  of 
y  staff.  Colonel  Hillyer,  that  the  enemy  were 

full  retreat  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
ka  and  found  that  tiie  enemy  had  left  during 
e  night,  taking  every  thine  with  them  except 
leir  wounded  and  the  artifiery  taken  by  them 
le  evening  before.  Going  south  by  the  Fulton 
lad,  G^enerals  Stanley  and  Hamilton  were  in 
arsiiit 

This  was  the  first  I  knew  of  the  Fulton 
>ad;  with  itoccupiedy  no  route  would  have 
een  left  them  except  east,  with  the  difficult 
ottom  of  Bear  Creek  to  cross,  or  northeast, 
ith  the  Tennessee  River  in  their  firont^  or  to 
^nquer  their  way  out  A  partial  examtnatioa 
f  the  country  afterwards  convinoed  me,  how- 
ver,  that  troops  moving  in  separate  oolunms  by 
le  route  suggested,  could  not  support  each 
ther  unto  ti^ey  arrived  near  luka.  On  the 
ther  hand  an  attempt  to  retreat,  according  to 
le  programme,  would  have  brought  General 
hrd,  vTim  his  force,  on  the  rear  of  the  retreat- 
Iff  column. 

For  casualties  and  captures,  see  aooompany- 
agreports. 

The  battle  of  luka  foojs  vp  as  follows : 

On  the  sixteenth  of  September  we  commenced 
o  collect  our  strength  to  move  upon  Price,  at 
nka,  in  two  columns ;  the  one  to  the  right  of 
he  railroad,  commanded  by  Brigadiei43eneral 
now  Major-Qeneral)  W.  S.  Bosecrans ;  the  one 
o  the  left  commanded  by  Major-General  E.  O.G. 
)rd.  On  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  the  ktter 
vas  in  position  to  bring  on  an  engagement  in 
me  hour's  march.  The  former,  from  having  a 
^eater  distance  to  march,  and  through  the  &dt 
>f  a  Kuide,  was  twenty  miles  back.  On  the  nine- 
eenth,  by  making^  a  rapid  march,  hardy,  well- 
lisciphned,  and  tned  troops  arrived  witahi  two 
nilee  of  the  place  to  be  attecked.  Unexpectedly 
:h6  enemy  took  the  initiative  and  became  the 
ittacking  party.  The  ground  chosen  was  such 
that  a  la^o  force  on  our  side  could  not  be 
brought  into  action ;  but  the  bravery  and  endur- 
mce  of  those  brought  in  was  such  that,  with  the 
skill  and  Dreaence  of  mind  of  the  officer  oom- 
tnanding,  tney  were  able  to  hold  their  ground 


tin  night  closed  the  conflict  During  the  nieht 
the  enemy  fled,  leaving  our  troops  in  possession 
of  the  fiel(L  with  their  dead  to  bury  and  wound- 
ed to  care  for.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  enemy 
to  make  their  way  into  Elentudcy,  l^^j  were 
defeated  in  that;  if  to  hold  their  position  until 
Van  Dom  could  come  up  on  the  south-west  of 
Corinth,  and  make  a  simdtaneous  attack,  tiiey 
were  defeated  in  that  Our  only  defeat  was  in 
not  cu)turing  the  entire  arn^,  or  in  destroying 
it,  as  I  had  hoped  to  do. 

It  was  a  part  of  General  Hamilton's  command 
that  did  the  fighting,  directed  entirely  by  that 
cool  and  deserving  officer.  I  command  him  to 
the  President  for  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 
vices. 

During  the  absence  of  tiiese  forces  from  Cor- 
inth, that  post  was  left  in  charge  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  J.  McKean.  The  southern  front  from 
Jacinto  to  Rienzi  was  under  the  charge  of  Col^ 
onel  DuBois,  with  a  small  infantry  and  cavalry 
force.  The  service  was  most  satisfactorily  per- 
formed. Colonel  DuBois  showing  great  vigilance 
and  efficiency.  I  was  kept  constant^  advised 
of  the  movements  of  ^ymg  bodies  of  cavalry 
that  were  hoverins;  in  our  front 

The  wounded.  Doth  friend  and  enemy,  are 
much  indebted  to  Surgeon  J.  6.  F.  Holbrook, 
Medical  Director,  for  his  untiring  labor  in  or- 
ganizing hospitals  and  providingfor  their  every 
want 

I  cannot  dose  this  report  withoui  paying  a 
tribute  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  compris- 
ing this  command.  Their  conduct  on  the  march 
was  exemplary,  and  all  were  eager  to  meet  the 
enemy.  The  possibility  of  defeat  I  do  not  think 
entered  the  mind  of  a  single  individual,  and  I  be- 
lieve this  same  feeling  now  pervades  the  entire 
army  which  I  have  the  honor  to  cemmand. 

1  neglected  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection 
that  to  cover  our  movement  irom  Corinth,  and 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  another 
direction,  I  ordered  a  movement  irom  Bolivar 
towards  HoUy  Springs.  This  was  conducted  by 
Bngadier-General  TAimf^^, 

&fore  completing  this  report  tiie  report  of 
Major-GenerJ  Qrd  was  received,  and  aooompa- 
nies  -this : 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  a  GaAiiT. 


Doa64 
THE  AFFAIB  AT  VIE19KA,  YA. 

flWHUL  flUHINIUIL'S  8f  ATHCBNT. 

In  a  debate  in  the  Ho«se  of  Representatives, 
at  Washington,  in  April,  1864»  Mr.  Voorbees 
alluded  to  the  affiur  at  Vienna,  which  took  place 
in  June,  1881,  which  oalisd  forth  the  following 
from  G<»ieral  Schenck : 

*'  The  gentieman*s  allusion  to  the  achievement 
at  Vienna,  he  now  refuses  to  explain  with  that 
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ingenious  boldness  with  which  ^e  ^u^udlr  ex- 
presses himself  upon  all  sabjects.  It  is  aO  idle 
to  pretend  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  sneer 
and  a  shnr.  The  same  attack  on  me  was  ventur- 
ed by  one  or  two  other  members  of  this  House, 
but  not  here;  and  tfak  is  the  first  tkne  that 
anybody  has  ever  done  it  in  my  presence,  or 
where  there  was  an  opportimity  to  reply  or 
cofTect. 

"  I  wish  BOW,  oooe  for  afi,  to  apeak  of  this 
matter  myself ;  and  the  Homse  will  excuse  the 
egotism  which  Hie  eironmstanoee  force  upon 
me. 

**  Bar^  in  the  war,  in  Jmie,  1861,  happening 
to  be  the  fost  Brigadier4}eneral  of  volunteers 
ordered  across  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  with 
my  brigade  under  tiiese  orders  to  a  point  where 
I  estabhsbed  my  camp  on  the  Loudcm  vad 
Hampshire  Railroad,  south  of  this  city,  and  a 
few  miles  above  Alexandria. 

**  Brigadier-OeBMal  Daniel  Tjder,  of  Oomiecti- 
out,  soon  sfterwatds  arrired  and  encamped  in 
the  same  neighborhood.  He  was  <N*dered  a  few 
days  alteiwards,  by  oar  commanding  General,  to 
proceed  with  a  forse  of  four  hma<&ed  men  up 
the  railroad,  in  a  train  of  cars,  and  did  so,  ex- 
tending his  recoBBoissaDoe  not  only  to,  but 
some  oMance  beyond,  Vienna.  The  next  day, 
or  the  second  day  after,  I  was  directed  to  send, 
by  similar  oonTeyance,  oae  of  my  regiments  up 
the  road  to  go  as  far  as  that  poin^  picketing 
the  Use  of  road  bv  leaving  companies  at  inter- 
vals along  ft,  ma  afterv^urds  to  establish  the 
regim^it  at  a  orossing  on  Ifae  road  to  Fall^ 
Church,  some  seven  miles  below  Vienna.  A 
train  was'  sent  to  me  for  tilat  purpose  from 
Alexandria.  When  the  cars  arrived  at  my  camp 
the  cokmel  cemmamding  the  regiment  (the  First 
Ohio  volnnteer  inftmtry)  which  I  had  detuled 
for  that  service  not  having  retmmed  from  tiiis 
city,  where  he  was  tor  the  day  on  leave  of 
absence,  though  he  subsequently  overtook  us 
on  the  road,  I  took  tiie  oommand  of  the  regi- 
ment a»d  proeeeded  on  the  duty. 

**  When  we  slowly  approached  Vienna,  having 
then  still  three  or  perhaps  four  companies  re- 
maining, we  found  a  largely  superior  force  of 
rebels  had  taken  position  at  a  b»id  of  the  rail- 
road, who  delivered  their  ire  on  us  with  three 
pieces  of  artUkfr.  ^Kliey  were  In-ought  there 
probably  from  Ciemterville,  in  conseouence  of 
the  darm  given  by  the  expedition  of  the  day 
before. 

'*  The  enemy's  force  was  subsequently  ascer- 
taiued  lo  consist  of  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  body  of  cavalry,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  that  lime  we  had  neither  artillery  nor  cav- 
alry attached  to  oar  Union  brigpades.  Bv  &e 
rebel  fire,  although  at  first  it  was  believed  and 
was  reported  that  the  loss  was  greater,  the 
casualties  proved  to  be  eight  killed  and  four 
wounded — two  of  ^m  mortally.  None  of  us 
officers  or  men  had  ever  been  under  fire  before. 
But  I  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  any.  Our  troops  were  oniered  from  the  cars, 
rallied,  formed,  and  afterwards,  the  night  then 


ooming  on,  ieXk  slowly  back,  marchiog  along  tiie 
railroMl  to  the  point  or  crossing  nx  or  seven 
miles  below,  whu^  we  afterwards  eontimied  to 
h(dd.  AH  ihe  wounded  but  one  wen  brought 
away.  &o  far  as  my  conduct  in  that  aatter  is 
concerned,  it  is  not  for  me  to  oemasnt  uipon 
it  

Dog.  U. 

MXW  ENGLAHD  80LDIEBS'  BEUEF  ASaO- 
GUTION. 

unal  bee*obt  or  thb  scPERniTENmarr. 

The  labofs  of  this  association^  which  was  or- 
ganbed  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1862,  in  the  hope 
of  mitigating  the  hardships  of  the  soldier's  lot, 
are  now,  by  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  diaso- 
tetion  01  die  principal  armies  of  the  republic, 
happily  ended.  Havuig  sent  the  last  womotded 
soldier,  who  needed  our  aid,  rejoictug  on  his 
homewttd  way,  and  finally  dosed  the  doors  of 
our  ho^ital,  we  resign  into  the  hands  whidi 
confiMTed  them  upon  us,  the  responsible  trusts 
we  have  undertaken  to  diacfaai^,  and  we  re- 
qf>ectfully  tender  to  those,  whose  constaat  sad 
kvish  charity  has  amde  our  labors  effiment,  a 
final  account  of  our  stewardship. 

Where  sudi  an  in&iite  amouai  of  service  was 
to  be  done,  we  oouM  not  e^Mct  to  Bcoomplidi 
all  that  we  mig^t  wish  or  that  might  be  de- 
maaded  of  us ;  and  if  those  who  have  placed  in 
ou/  hands  the  means  of  uaefuhiess  shoH  be 
satisfied  that  we  have  done  all  that  we  oould, 
we  shaD  eease  from  our  labors  with  gratefdl 
heart8,and  seek  no  other  praise  than  dmt  which 
springs  from  the  recollection  of  the  incaloolaUd 
good  which  thek  generous  bounty  has  enabled 
us  to  do. 

The  first  efforts  of  ^e  New  Bn^^aod  Sokiicn' 
R^ief  Association  were  directed  to  meetise  and 
supplying,  if  possible,  the  imperative  need  of  a 
hospital  for  sick  and  wounded  soldien  in  fliia 
great  metropolis.  They  came  hers  crowding 
back  from  ike  battie-fieki  wounded,  sick,  weary, 
suffNing.  For  a  time  the  Qovemmeot  of  the 
UmtedStates  gladly  availed  itself  of  •oar  finali- 
ties for  this  service.  Then,  beoefitizig  by  its 
own  ezperienoe,  it  so  increased  its  means  of 
usefukess  ^at  we  were  left  to  other  deosri- 
ments  of  duty  whidi  tiie  QoveniBent  ooum  not 
undertake— ^ioch  as  the  care  of  aokliera  dis- 
chMged  from  service,  often  houseless,  of  sol- 
diers on  furlough,  of  S(Mdier8  passisg  to  and  from 
the  war,  and  hi  transit  through  New  YeriL  b 
addition  we  had  to  provide  hospital  shelter  and 
care  for  wounded  and  sick  m^i  who  were 
constant^  foflinff  into  our  hands  when  the  regn* 
lar  governments  channels  of  rehef  were  arowd> 
ed  and  overworked.  The  wo^  npadly  in- 
creased until,  as  our  Association  was  fonasd 
'^  to  aid  and  care  for  all  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers passing  through  the  city  of  New  Toik  on 
the  way  to  and  from  the  war,**  our  efforts  were 
extended  to  si^diers  from  every  State.  We 
have,  therefore,  been  enabled  to  give  shdfter, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCfdMENTS. 


185 


omfort,  and  cheer  to  thousands  of  men.  fliis 
ibor  has  taxed  onr  reaonrces  to  an  extent,  of 
7bich,in  the  beginning,  we  did  not  eren  dream. 
Tie  vast  and  nor^  experience  of  the  years 
broiigh  which  we  have  just  passed  denumded 
u*  more  than  cmild  he  cfone  by  the  constituted 
ublic*  authorities.  To  follow  sadb  armies  as  it 
at  into  the  field,  beyond  the  nsnal  proTision 
)r  ordinary  expenses,  or,  at  most,  beyonil  &e 
lost  pressing  need  of  siclrness  and  disaster,  was 
ot  in  its  power.  The  love  and  sympathy  of 
de  people,  for  whom  these  gaUant  men  suffered, 
^as  left  to  do  the  rest.  To  step  in  between  the 
rovision  which  official  authority  cotdd  make, 
nd  the  eager  readiness  of  personal  affection,  to 
and  over  tenderly  the  suDlect  of  disease  and 
affering  from  the  one  to  the  other,  to  supply 
le  lack  of  home  and  love  to  those  for  whom  no 
ome  and  no  love  waited  and  watched,  was  left 
)  the  considerate  wisdom  and  the  prompt  and 
iligent  kindness  of  hearts  glowing  with  a  gen- 
roas  patriotism  and  Christian  devotion.  To  do 
lis  ereat  work  the  New  Bngland  Soldiers'  Re- 
ef Association  was  organized  in  April,  18t(2. 
.  suitable  building  was  provided,  and  the  work 
laced  in  trustworthy  hands.  I  am  sure  that  a 
Dncise  statement  of  the  duties  this  Association 
as  performed,  as  the  ahnoner  of  their  bounty, 
mnot  be  wearisome  or  uninteresting  to  those 
rhose  liberal  and  unsparing  charity  has  fur- 
ifihed  the  means  of  aU  its  usefulness. 
Prom  the  ninth  day  of  April,  1862,  to  the  first 
ay  of  September,  1866,  we  have  received,  reg- 
stered,  lodged,  fbd,  aided,  and  olotbed  si<£, 
ronnded,  and  disabled  soldiers,  coming  from 
hnost  every  State,  to  the  number  of  86,079 : 

iaine 11,380 

Few  Hampshii^B 7,216 

cnnont 6,420 

fassachusetts .....' 18,546 

Ihode  Island 2,665 

onnecticut 5,461 

few  York 11,860 

Few  Jersey 1,253 

eniisylvanla 5,783 

Delaware 891 

faryland 285 

Ustrict  of  Columbia 884 

irginia , 189 

Test  Vh^nia 18 

forth  CaroHna, 56 

outh  Carolina 46 

reorgia • 60 

Jabama 19 

f  isstssippi , 626 

louisiana • 65 

oxas 22 

ihio 2,623 

idiana 1,514 

llinois 1,866 

fichigan 442 

^Tisconsin 1,085 

linnesota. , 163 

lorida 10 

i>wa 219 


Kentucky 140 

Tennessee. 20 

Arkansas 6 

Missouri 77 

Kansas 5 

GaUforDia '. 81 

Vet  Res.  Corps 4,284 

U.S.  Navy 74 

U.  8.  Troops. 2,097 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops 609 

Totri 86,073 

We  also  reoeived,  wriceswd,  and  entertained 
New  England  regiments  passingr^  through  our 
dty  on  the  way  to  the-field,  oairing  and  provid- 
ing /or  their  wants  to  tbe  aggregate  number  of 
278,496  men.  In  Kke  manner  it  has  been  our 
privilege  to  welcome,  of  the  ret^vning  reterans 
of  our  glorious  anaiee,  84^68  men,  bearing  upon 
their  standards  the  names  of  those  memorable 
battle-fields  upon  whiofa  they  have  won  such 
immortal  renown. 

The  foregoing  ^^ures  are  made  irrespeetive 
ci  detachments  of  men  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  of  a  very  large  number  of  outside  recipients, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  our  records, 
but  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  reoeived  our 
aid. 

This  does  not  indnde  the  regiments  which 
have  passed  ttH*oiigh  the  city  from  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  fiiode  Island,  the  care,  recep- 
tion, and  entertainment  of  which  has  devolved 
upon  their  energetic  and  able  miltlary  agent, 
Colonel  John  H.  Almy,  whose  entire  time  has 
been  so  industriourily  devoled  to  their  interests, 
and  whose  early  and  oonstant  eo-operatton  with 
me  has  been  of  infinite  value  to  the  associ- 
ation. 

,  We  beg  leave  to  call  especial  i(ttsntk>n  to  our 
Hospital  Record,  the  value  ef  which  w^l  be  evi- 
dent upon  a  moment's  consideration.  Herein  we 
have  secured  and  reoorded,  from  personal  visita- 
tions at  the  bedsides  of  our  suffering  soldiers  in 
hospitals  in  and  near  this  city,  the  nameSf  com- 
pany, reffiment,  retidenee,  hotpUal,  date  qfadmU- 
sion,  wound,  dUeam,  and  flnml  di^pwHiUm  of 
every  soldier  who  has  been  admitted  within 
their  wards. 

The  countless  hiqulriea  that  canae  to  us  from 
burdened  hearts,  and  the  eager,  painful,  and 
often  disappointed  search  for  some  single  suf- 
ferer, led  us  to  the  adoption  of  tliis  complete 
and  systematic  rec(^,  whi<A  has  amply  recom- 
pensed us. 

Of  ttie  labor  and  care  bestowed  up«Hi  this  por- 
tion of  our  work,  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
from  the  Ihot  tiuft  it  eoBtaias  the  namm,  regi- 
mevdBy  company,  rmdenoe,  dale  of  admieeionf 
toound  or  Oieeaee,  and  final  diepoeitien  of  91,609 
soldiers.    They  were  from  the  foHowing  States : 

Maine 5^23 

New  Hampshire 3,103 

Vermont 2^91 

Massachusetts 8,635 
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Rhode  Island 1414 

Goonecticat 3^920 

New  York 27^ 

New  Jewey. 7,300 

Pennsylvania 6,661 

Delaware. . .  t 143 

Maiylarid 369 

Virginia 97 

Ohie 5,307 

Indiana 1,2^ 

niinois , 2,052 

Michigan 2^28 

Wisconsin 1,576 

U.a  Troops 8/)13 

Vet  Ees.  Corps. 1,326 

Pris.of  War 3^007 

District  of  ColamlMa. 39 

North  Carolina '    86 

Soath  Curoliua. 43 

Alabama 29 

LonisiaDa 18 

Kentucky.... 157 

Tennessee. 35 

Iowa 633 

Minnesota 18 

Florida 4 

Missouri 132 

(Georgia. . .  • 14 

Mississippi 5 

U.&Cokrad  Troops 1,635 

8i|^  Corps 25 

MisceUan^ois 524 


Toted 91,609 

Thns,  it  will  be  peroeived  that,  during  the 
thrse  years  and  four  months  this  institution  has 
been  in  operation,  it  has  aided,  lodged,  and  gen- 
erally provided  for,  within  its  walls,  besides  the 
numerous  calls  upon  its  resources  for  outdoor 
relief;  the  la^ce  nTonber  of  86,073. 

And  it  will  be  seen  by  the  footings  of  the 
"  General  Hospital  Register"  of  this  assodatioo, 
that  the  names,  ocmipanies,  regiments,  residences, 
disease  or  wound,  and  final  dispositicm  of  all  sol- 
diers who  have  been  admitted  to  hospitals  in 
this  dty  and  vicinity,  have  been  permanently 
and  systematically  recorded,  to  the  number  of 
91,609. 

The  number  of  soldiers  and  regiments  re- 
ceived and  cared  for  in  their  passage  to  the  war, 
was  278,496— via. :  from Ma8saohusettikl55,234 ; 
from  New  Hampshire,  33,258 ;  from  Vermont, 
34,556;  from  Maine,  56,449. 

The  number  of  soldiers  reoeived  and  sntsr* 
tained  upon  their  retora  from  the  war»  was 
34,383. 

The  total  number  <^  sick,  wounded,  enfeebled, 
discharged,  furlou^hed,  and  passing  s<ddiers 
aided  and  provided  for,  was  490,66L 

The  gross  amount  of  our  exnendjture  during  the 
above  period  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  Marvelle  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  our  ener- 
getic Treasurer,  whose  hear^  and  svn^^athetic 
action  has  been  so  strongly  enlisted  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  association  and  its  objects. 


Amount  of  en)e&ditures  of  the  New  Eodsnd 
SokiierB*  Relief  Association  from  April  9th,  18Gi, 
to  its  dose,  September  lst»  1866  (forty-two 
months),  $60,518229,  being  an  average  per  month 
of  $1^91. 

In  this  connection  it  is  my  dut7,as  well  ss  m 

Sleasoie,  to  acknowledge  the  atteutioa  of  tLc  U. 
.  Sanitary  Commission  throughout  the  war^  to 
our  interests,  and  (heir  final  action  in  tssuming 
the  debts  of  the  eeeooiation,  amountiiu§(  to  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seven  ^lais  tnd 
four  cents  («7307U)4). 

In  this  rapid  review  of  the  benetts  which 
have  been  secured  by  this  association,  we  find 
that  it  has  been  to  toe  passing  soldiw  his  ''Mid- 
w^  Home"  to  and  from  the  battle-fidd,  where 
he  might  tarry  for  a  ni,gh^  or  wait  until  tnos- 
portatiou  oould  be  furnished ;  to  the  discharged 
veteran,  weary,  maimed,  and  feeble,  a  place  of 
refuge  and  shelter ;  to  the  homeless  soldier  an 
asylum  where  he  has  ever  been  made  welcome 
to  the  charities  it  has  diqwised,  until  proper 
provisioii  oould  be  made  Um  him,  o^  unto  he  has 
been  called  to  that  et^nal  rest  wbioh  lies  beyond 
tiiisbattle^eldoflife.  » 

To  tiie  anxious  ones  at  home  it  has  been  a 
central  bureau  of  information,  ahn^  open  to 
all  inquiries,  and  a  key  and  military  gmde  to  afl 
matters  conoafning  their  interests. 

To  mention  all  to  whom  we  are  n>ecial|y  in- 
debted for  their  active  sympathy  ana  assistance 
in  aooomplishing  these  results,  and  to  measure 
out  to  each  his  adequate  pcirtion  of  thanka, 
would  be  altogether  impossible ;  but,  not  to 
make  anv  distinctions,  we  cannot  close  this  Re- 
port without  placing  upon  record  m  tiie  most 
earnest  manner,  an  acknowledgment  of  our 
constant  obligations  to  the  Young  Men's  Nkbt 
Watdiers'  i^ociation,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Esq., 
President,  who  have  maintained,  during  four 
entire  years,  their  most  ooHunenoable  organin- 
tion,  and  have  never  permitted  a  night  to  psM 
without  two  of  their  number  watdiing,  as  nifii- 
ful  nurses,  at  the  bedsides  of  our  brave  delend- 
ers.  While  writing  mv  report  I  have  receivad 
the  sad  inteUigeuce  of  the  death  of  the  formflr 
estimable  Ptesident  of  tiiis  association,  Mr. 
Charles  T.  Coggeshall,  who  has  passed  to  that 
rest  the  pathway  to  which  he  haa  done  so  much 
to  smootn  for  many  a  sick  and  weary  soldier  in 
our  rooms.  To  the  benevolent  and .  soldiers'  re- 
lief societies,  and  to  town  and  chnrdi  organiap 
tions,  and  individuals  in  the  Eastern  States  and 
New  York,  our  thanks  are  especial^  due.  It  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  the  hmits  prescribed  to 
this  report  render  it  impossible  to  make  tbat 
detailea  acknowledgmedt  which  the  tender  char- 
ities aiid  forethought  of  tiie  donors  deserve. 
This  stream  of  charity  has  never  ceased  to  flow. 
If  ever  our  supplies  have  fkDen  ahort,  it  has  re- 
quired but  a  whiiqper  of  our  needs  to  bring  a 
most  substantial  answer.  To  Mrs.  IL  A«  Ims- 
sell,  our  Matron,  also,  we  tender,  on  behalf  of 
the  manv  thousand  sufferers  whom  she  has  re- 
lieved, the  fullest  and  wannest  thanks — the  oob 
limit  to  whose  labor  has  been  her  prompt  and 
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mpathetio  compliance  with  the  demands  her 
lerous  and  trying  positions  have  imposed.  Dr. 
rerett  Herrick,  too,  deserves  the  special  thanks 
all  ^who  have  been  interested  in  our  labors,  for 
e  unremitting  care  and  marked  skill  which 
)  has  exhibited  in  his  attendance  at  the  hospi- 
L  To  S.  E.  Low,  Esq.,  our  former  TVeasurer, 
hose  protracted  absence  from  the  city  last 
;ar  made  his  resignation  necessary,  the  asso- 
Qition  is  indebted  Tor  the  abiUty,  prudence,  and 
stematio  care  with  which  he  so  successfully 
anaged  our  financial  concerns,  as  well  as  for 
le  hearty,  zealous,  and  earnest  co-operation 
hich  he  gave  to  all  matters  which  appertained 

tlie  interests  of  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
era. To  the  Reverend  Alex.  R.  Thompson, 
.  D.,  oar  Chaplain,  whose  self-imposed  ana  effi- 
ent  lahors  at  the  altar  of  our  institution,  and 
hose  devoted  ministrations  by  the  bedside  of 
ir  sick,  wounded,  and  dying  men,  have  won 
te  love  of  all ;  and  finally,  to  the  Ladies*  Com- 
ittee,  whose  untiring  labors  have  been  only  an 
lustration  of  that  Be}f-«acrificing  devotion  to 
le  cause  which  has  so  mark^  and  character- 
ed the  women  of  our  country  throughout  tiie 
ar,  we  tender  the  homage  of  our  gratitude 
id  honor.  I  cannot  dose  this  portion  of  mj 
^port  without  acknowledging  in  some  feeble 
tanner  the  opportune  aid  and  counsel  at  sdl 
mes  80  courteously  rendered  to  this  associa- 
on  by  Major-Gkneral  John  A.  Dix,  late  com- 
landing  officer  of  this  Department,  in  the  midst 
f  the  multiplied  and  onerous  duties  of  his  po- 
tion. It  is  also  eminentiy  due  to  Brigadier- 
eneral  R  8.  Sattorlee,  Memcal  Purveyor  of  the 
epartment,  that  a  proper  acknowledpient 
lonld  be  made  for  his  kindly  cooperation  in 
ssisting  us  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  our 
^Idiers ;  as  wdl  as  to  Colonel  W.J.  Sloan, Med- 
ial Director,  whose  humane  co-operation  in  all 
latters  appertaining  to  the  interests  of  our 
Lck  and  wounded  soldiers  was  so  freely  and 
onstantiy  sfforded.  And  finally,  of  Charles  A. 
toteon,  his  most  estimable  family,  and  tiie  As- 
OT  House,  I  must  not  forget  to  remind  you,  and 
0  return  our  thanks  for  their  long-continued 
indness.  The  near  proximity  of  our  rooms  to 
be  Astor,  impelled  us  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
lid  night  to  o&ll  upon  them  for  the  luxuries  and 
lelicacies  of  the  market,  and  esnecialhr  on  the 
udden  arrival  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  and 
aen,  which  has  been  always  afforded  with  an 
msparing  hand  and  a  hearty  will,  refusing  to 
eceive  in  return  anvthing  but  our  thanks. 

I  have  said  that  the  labors  of  our  association 
j*e  now  formally  brought  to  a  dose,  but  the 
(acred  duties  of  charity  still  remain.  Amid  the 
ejoicings  which  have  filled  the  national  heart 
it  the  final  success  of  our  arms,  the  restoration 
)f  peace,  and  the  eager  return  of  our  people 
X)  the  pursuits  of  industry,  we  must  not  forget 
he  claims  of  poverty  and  bereavement  heard 
>n  every  hand.  We  cannot  forzet  the  soldier's 
widow,  his  fatherless  child,  his  childless  parento, 
aor  the  soldier  himself,  broken  down  and  disa- 
bled in  the  service  of  our  common  cause.    Let 
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us  see  to  it  that  the  debt  of  .gratitude  we  owe 
these  stricken  and  mourning  children  of  the 
Republic  is  fully  paid.  From  beneath  tiie  simple 
ana  unlettered  head-boards  that  stud  the  battle- 
fields of  the  rebellion,  marking  the  resting-places 
of  ito  heroic  defenders,  there  comes  an  appeal 
telling  us,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  the  work  of  humanity,  so  well  be^un  and 
carried  on,  is  not  fully  completed,  until  every 
crippled  and  disabled  soldier  shaU  have  been 
adequately  and  tenderly  cared  for,  and  until 
every  helpless  widowed  heart  that  has  laid  ito 
dearest  offering  upon  the  altar  of  our  country, 
shall  have  received  such  consolation  and  such 
relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  grateful  people 
to  bestow. 

RespectfuUy  submitted, 

Frank  B.  Howb. 

Sopertaiteiident. 

J^neaaui/w'i  BeporL 

The  concise  and  admirable  report  of  our 
Superintendent,  detailing  the  resulte  of  the 
operations  of  this  association,  has  prepared  you 
for  the  final  report  of  ite  Treasurer. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  sincere  reeret  that 
Mr.  8.  E.  Low,  the  former  Treasurer,  who  labor- 
ed with  so  much  zeal  and  earnestness  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
association,  and  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  the 
practical  business  ability  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion he  gave  to  aU  objecto  promotive  of  ito  wel- 
fare, was  obliged  to  resign  his  position,  after 
over  three  years*  service,  on  account  of  neces- 
saiy  absence'  from  the  city. 

Those  who  have  listened  to  the  simple,  truth- 
ful testimony  which  the  statistics  afford  of  the 
benefit  and  relief  which  the  generous  and  loyal 
offerings  of  our  people  have  enabled  the  associ- 
ation to  dispense  to  our  sick  and  womided 
soldiers,  will  join  me  in  surprise  at  the  com- 
parative small  sum  which  it  has  cost  through 
the  economy  and  system  which  has  marked  ito 
management. 

On  July  1,  1865,  at  which  tame  the 
books  and  accounte  of  the  associa- 
tion were  transferred  to  my  hands, 
there  was  in  bank  a  balance  of. . .  .83,969  29 

Donations  from  that  time  to  the  close 
of  the  association 1,350  00 

Amount  advanced  by  Treasurer 130  06 

«5,449  85 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
to  wit,  for  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  have  been 
for  rent,  salaries,  and  current  ex- 
penses  $5,449  36 

Thus  dosing  my  account  for  moneys  received. 

This  stotement  does  not  include  a  number  of 
long-standing  unpaid  accounte  of  the  associa- 
tion for  rent,  eto.,  eto.,  which  have  been  gener- 
ously assumed  by  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  to  the  amount  of  $7,307  04. 
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In  this  connectipn  the  fact  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  that  the  association  has  been  greatly 
relieved  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  from  the 
location  of  several  miUtan' agencies  at  its  rooms, 
represented  by  Colonel  Howe,  through  whom 
many  expenditures  have  been  met  in  his  capa- 
city of  Military  Agent,  which  otherwise  would 
have  devolved  upon  the  association  to  pay. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  summary  of  the 
oflBcial  connection  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
holding  with  this  association,  without  expressing 
my  deep  convictions  of  the  great  good  that 
has  been  accomplished  in  its  continued  work  of 
love  and  mercy,  of  the  ener^,  unremitting  labor, 
and  watchful  sympathy  which  has  characterized 
each  and  every  department,  and  of  the  earnest, 
hearty  direction,  and  consummate  ability  which 
has  marked  its  superiiftendence. 

Few  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  details 
of  an  association  similarly  established  upon  the 
basis  of  voluntary  offerings  can  imagme  the 
amount  of  unceasing  anxiefy  which  its  constant 
demands  beeet,  to  meet  and  adequately  provide 
for  the  hundreds  of  cases  of  suffering  and  need 
which  are  confidently  seeking  it  for  relief,  apart 
from  the  labor  and  watchfulness  its  operations 
continually  impose. 

The  bright  record  which  this  association  ex- 
hibits of  its  service  during  the  rebellion,  is  a 
proper  subject  of  rejoicing  not  only  for  the 

gains  that  have  been  assuaged,  wounds  that 
ave  been  healed,  sick,  suffering,  and  enfeebled 
that  have  been  ministered  to,  but  as  a  continued 
evidence  of  that  sympathy  and  devotion  to  the 
success  of  the  cause,  and  prompt,  timely  succor 
of  its  defenders,  which  has  characterized  us  as  a 
people. 

M.  W.  Ck>opBB, 

TrMBorer. 

MniUea  of  (ke  Final  Meeting, 

A  final  meetine  of  the  members  of  the  New 
ESngland  Soldiers  Relief  Association  was  held, 
February  12, 1866,  at  57  Broadway,  Room  No. 
12;  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  F.  R  Howe,  Colonel  J. 
H.  Ahny  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern. 

Members  present — Wm.  M.  Evarts,  Samuel  E. 
Low,  Hon.  Kufus  F.  Andrews,  L.  VST.  Winches- 
ter, Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  Charles  Gould,  Henry 
M.  Taber,  William  H.  Fogg,  Hon.  B.  W.  Bonney, 
Major  J.  A.  PuUen,  Henry  A.  Coit,  Dr.  Eleazar 
Pannly,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  Greojge  Cabot  Ward, 
D.  Randolph  Martin,  William  HTLee,  L.  L  Howe, 
Levi  P.  Morton,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Hubbell,  Charles 
A.  Peabody,  Josiah  Hedden,  Rev.  Alex.  R. 
Thompson,  D  J).,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Colonel  J.  H. 
Almy. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent,  Colonel 
Frank  E.  Howe,  and  treasurer,  M.  W.  Cooper, 
were  presented,  after  which  remarks  were  made 
by  General  P.  M.  Wetmore,  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  early  history  of  the  association — the 
great  labor  performed  and  beneficent  results. 


He  also  alluded,  in  terms  of  high  eulosium,  to 
the  devoted  labors  of  the  superintendent;  to 
his  disinterested  love  and  zeal,  which  had  won 
the  admiration  of  all;  and  closed  by  offering 
the  following  resolution,  passed  unanimously : 

Besolvedf  That  the  grateful  acknowledgment! 
and  high  appreciation  of  this  association  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Colonel  Fnnk 
E.  Howe,  for  his  patriotic  and  humane  devotioii 
to  the  interests  of  the  soldiers,  who,  disabled 
and  suffering,  were  the  recipients  of  his  thoughts 
ful  kindness  and  care. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  it  was 
Resolved^  That  the  able  and  comprehensive 
report  of  me  si^>erintendent  be  accepted  and 
adopted,  and  published  in  the  leading  New 
YorK  dailies,  including  those  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and,  also,  that  it  be  printed  in 
pamphlet  form. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  it  was 
Resolved  J  That  the  thanks  of  this  assodatioii 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Hon.  Wm. 
M.  Evarts,  president,  for  the  able  and  eflkieot 
manner  in  which,he  has  discharged  his  dutiee, 
and  for  the  benefits  which  the  association  has 
received  from  the  influence  of  his  name. 

Mr.  Evarts.  in  thanking  the  meeting  for  the 
honors  done  nim,  briefly  referred  to  fau  connec- 
tion with  the  association,  and  the  pride  and 
satisfaction  he  had  taken  in  being  so  nonorablx 
identified  with  its  service.  In  closing,  Mr. 
Evarts  pronounced  the  New  England  Soldien' 
Relief  Association  dissolved. 

J.  H.  Almt, 

SacreUry  frv  te. 


Doa66. 

OPERATIONS  AT  RAFPAHANKOCK  BRIDGE. 
BEFORT  OF  QENSRAL  R.  B.  IMS. 

HlAlMinABRRS  AKMT  OP  NoiMKJI  VotOBU,  \ 

Vovamber  90, 186S.  ) 

General  8.  Cooper,  At^nOani  and  iupedbr- 
General,  Richmond,  Virginia  : 

Gbkebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tiiat,  afox 
the  return  of  the  army  to  the  Rappahannock,  it 
was  disposed  on  both  sides  of  tne  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad,  Oeneral  Ewell^s  corps  on 
the  right  and  Generd  Hill's  on  the  left,  with  die 
cavalry  on  each  flank.  The  troops  were  placed 
as  near  the  river  as  suitable  ground  for  encamp- 
ments could  be  found,  and  most  of  the  artillerf 
sent  to  the  nearest  point  in  the  rear  where  the 
animals  could  be  foraged. 

To  hold  the  line  of  the  Rappohannodc  at  tiiii 
part  of  its  course,  it  was  deemed  advantageoos 
to  maintain  our  communication  with  tiie  norifa 
bank,  to  threaten  any  flank  movement  the  enemr 
might  make  above  or  below,  and  tiras  compel 
him  to  divide  his  forces,  when  it  was  hoped  tntt 
an  opportunity  would  be  presented  to  concen- 
trate on  one  or  the  other  part  For  this  par- 
pose,  a  point  was  selected  a  short  distance 
above  the  site  of  the  railroad  bridge,  where  die 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DOCUmNTR. 


T89 


biDB  on  each  tide  of  the  riyer  afforded  protection 
to  our  pontoon  bridge,  and  inoreased  the  means 
of  defence. 

The  enemy  had  preyiously  constructed  some 
small  earthworks  on  these  hills  to  repel  an  at- 
tack from  the  south.  That  on  the  north  side 
was  converted  into  a  tHe-d»f)QtU,  and  a  line  of 
rifle-trendies  extended  along  ihe  crest  on  the 
right  and  left  to  the  river  bimk.  The  works  on 
the  south  side  were  remodelled,  and  sunken 
batteries  for  additional  guns  constructed  on  an 
adjacent  hill  to  the  left  Jligher  vp  on  the  same 
side  and  east  of  the  railroad,  near  the  river 
bank,  sunken  batteries  for  two  flruns,  and  rifle- 
pits  were  arranged  to  command  me  railroad  em- 
tiankment,  under  cover  of  which  the  enemj 
might  advanoe. 

These  works  were  slight,  but  were  deemed  ade- 
quate to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  they 
were  intended.  The  pontoon  bridge  was  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  means  of  communication,  as, 
in  the  evei^t  of  the  troops  north  of  the  river  be- 
ing compelled  to  withdraw,  their  crossing  could 
be  covered  by  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  the 
works  on  tiie  south  side.  Four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  placed  in  the  tite^ia-porU  and  eight 
others  in  the  works  opposite. 

The  defence  of  this  position  was  entrusted  to 
LientenanlrGeneral  Ewell's  corps,  and  the  troops 
of  Johnson's  and  Borly's  divisions  guarded  them 
alternately,  Rodes'  division  being  stationed  near 
Kelly's  Ford. 

The  enemy  be^  to  rebuild  the  railroad  as 
soon  as  we  withdrew  from  Bristoe  Station, 
his  army  advancing  as  the  work  progressed.  His 
movements  were  r^ularly  reported  by  our 
scouts,  and  it  was  known  that  he  had  advanced 
from  Warrenton  Junction  a  few  days  before  the 
attack. 

His  approadi  towards  the  Rappahannock 
was  announced  on  the  sixth  of  November,  and 
about  noon  next  day  his  infantiy  were  discover- 
ed advancing  to  the  bridge,  while  a  laige  force 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford,  where 
the  first  attack  was  made.  At  the  latter  point 
the  groimd  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock commands  that  on  the  south,  and  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  only  for  such  resistance  to 
the  passage  of  the  river  as  would  suffice  to  gain 
time  for  putting  the  troops  in  a  position  selected 
in  rear  of  the  ford,  with  a  view  to  contest  the 
advanoe  of  the  enemy  after  crossing. 

In  accordance  with  this  intention.  General 
Rodes  had  one  regiment,  the  Second  North  Caro- 
lina, on  picket  along  the  river,  the  greater  part 
of  it  being  at  Kelly's  with  the  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina  in  reserve,  supporting  a  battery.  As 
soon  as  he  perceived  mat  the  enemy  was  in 
force,  he  ordered  his  division  to  take  the  posi- 
tion referred  to  in  rear  of  the  ford.  While  it  was 
getting  into  line,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened 
upon  uie  Second  North  Carolina,  and  soon  drove 
it  to  shelter,  except  a  few  companies  near  the 
ford,  which  continued  to  fire  from  the  rifle-pits. 
The  Thirtieth  was  advanced  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Second,  but  in  moving  across  the  open 


ground  was  broken  by  tiie  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  took  refrige  behind  some 
buildmgs  at  the  river.  The  enemy  being  un- 
opposed except  b^  the  party  at  the  rifle-pits, 
crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the  ford,  and  oxp- 
tured  the  troops  defending  it,  together  with  a 
lurge  number  of  the  Thirtieth  North  Oarohna, 
who  refused  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses. 

A  pontoon  bridge  was  then  laid  down,  on 
which  a  large  force  crossed  to  the  south  bank. 
(General  Rodes,  in  the  mean  time,  had  placed  his 
division  in  position,  the  resistance  of  tne  Second 
North  Carolina  having  delayed  the  enemy  suffi- 
ciently for  this  purpose. 

The  advance  of  the  Thirtieth  does  not  i^pear 
to  have  contributed  to  the  result,  which,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  was  the  object  of  contesting  the 
passage.  .  It  was  not  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  until  he  should  have  advanced  from  the 
river,  where  it  was  hoped  that  by  holding 
in  check  the  force  at  tlie  bridge,  we  would  be 
able  to  concentrate  upon  the  ouer.  With  this 
view.  General  Johnson's  division  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  Greneral  Rodes. 

In  the  meantime  a  large  force  was  displayed 
in  our  front  at  the  bridge,  upon  receiving  infer* 
matioD  of  which  Gknersd  A.  P.  Hill  was  (»'dered 
to  get  his  corps  in  readiness,  and  Anderson's 
division  was  advanced  to  the  river,  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad.  The  artillery  was  also  ordered 
to  move  to  the  front  General  Early  put  his 
division  in  motion  towards  the  bridge  and  has- 
tened thither  in  person.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers advanced  in  strong  force  with  heavy 
supports,  and  ours  were  slowly  withdrawn  into 
the  trenches. 

Hoke's  brigade  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Godwin  (General  Hoke  bein^  absent 
with  one  regiment  on  detached  service),  rein- 
forced (General  Hays,  whose  brigade  occupied 
the  north  bank.  No  other  troops  were  sent 
over,  the  two  brigades  mentioned  being  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  works,  and  though  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  numbers,  the  nature  of  the  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  not  aHack  with  a 
front  more  extended  than  our  own.  The  re- 
mainder of  Early's  division  was  placed  in  sup- 
porting distance,  one  raiment  being  stationed 
in  the  rifle-trenches  on  the  south  bank  east  of 
the  railroad.  A  gun  from  the  works  on  the  left 
of  the  road  was  also  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 
battery  at  tliis  point,  to  command  the  approach 
by  the  railroad  embankment  on  the  opposite^ 
side,  but  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  ad-' 
vanced  so  near  the  river  that  the  order  was 
countermanded,  the  preparations  ahready  made, 
being  deemed  sufficient  The  enemy  placed 
three  batteries  o^  the  hills,  from  which  our 
skirmishers  had  been  forced  to  retire,  and  main- 
tained an  active  fire  upon  our  position  until 
dark,  doing  no  damage,  nowever,  so  far  as  has 
been  reported. 

Our  batteries  replied  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  but  with  so  little  effect  that  the  two  on 
the  south  bank  were  ordered  to  cease  firing. 
Light  skirmishing  took  place  along  the  line. 
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It  was  not  known  whether  this  demonstration 
was  intended  as  a  serious  attack,  or  onlj  to 
cover  the  movement  of  the  loroe  that  bad 
crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  and  the  increasing  darkness  induced  the 
belief  that  nothine  would  be  attempted  until 
morning*  It  was  believed  that  our  troops  on 
the  north  side  would  be  able  to  mAint^^in  their 
position  if  attacked,  and  that  in  any  case  thej 
could  withdraw,  under  cover  of  the  guns  on 
the  north,  the  location  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
being  beyond  the  reach  of  a  direct  fire  from 
any  position  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  dark  enough 
to  otmceal  his  movements,  the  enemy  advanced 
in  overwhelming  numbers  against  our  riHe- 
trenches,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  them  in  the 
manner  described  in  tiie  reports  of  .Generals 
Early  and  Hays. 

It  would,  appear  from  these  retXNrts,  and  the 
short  duration  of  the  firing,  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  the  works  before 
being  seen.  The  valley  in  our  front*aided  in 
concealing  his  advance  from  view,  and  a  strong 
wind  effectually  prevented  anv  movement  from 
being  heard.  It  vras  essential  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  position  under  these  circumstances, 
that  sharpshooters  should  have  been  thrown 
forward  to  give  early  information  of  his  ap- 
proach, in  order  that  he  miRht  be  subjected  to 
nre  as  long  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  stated  that 
this  precaution  was  taken.  The  breaking  of 
the  enemy's  first  line  and  the  surrender  of  part 
of  it,  as  described  in  the  reports,  also  contrib- 
uted to  divert  attention  from  the  approach  of 
the  second  and  third,  and  enabled  them  to  press 
into  the  worka  No  information  of  the  attack 
was  received  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
until  too  late  for  the  artillerv  there  stationed  to 
aid  in  repelling  it,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  result  would  have  been  affected,  under  the 
circjimstaiices,  by  the  presence  of  a  laiger  num- 
ber of  guns.  The  artillery  in  the  works  at  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge  was  relied  upon  to  keep 
it  open  for  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  as  it  could 
sweep  the  crest  of  the  opposite  hill  at  short 
range.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  fear 
of  injuring  our  own  men  who  had  surrendered, 
prevented  General  Early  from  using  it  The 
bridge,  however,  seems  to  have  remained  acoes- 
able  to  tiie  troops  on  the  left,  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, as  Lieutenant43olonel  Tate,  with  a  few 
men,  crossed  just  before  it  was  fired,  by  order 
of  General  Early. 

The  suggestions  above  mentioned  afford  the 
only  explanation  I  am  able  to  give  of  this  unfor- 
tunate afiBEur,  as  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  the  troops  engaged  have  been  too  often  tried 
to  admit  of  question. 

The  loss  of  this  position  made  it  necessary  to 
abandon  the  design  of  attacking  the  force  that 
had  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  the  army  was 
withdrawn  to  the  only  teiuible  line  between 
Culpepper  Gourt^ouse  and  the  Bappahannock, 
where  it  remained  during  the  succeeding  day. 
The  position  not  being  regarded  as  favorable 


it  returned  the  n^ht  following  to  the  soofli 
side  of  the  Bapidan.  The  loss  of  (General  Bodes 
at  Kelly's  Ford  was  five  killed,  fifty-nine 
wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-five 
missing.  General  Early's  loss,  including  that  of 
the  artillery,  was  six  kiUed,  thirty-nine  wounded, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine  missiog. 
Some  reported  as  missing  were  probably  killed 
or  wounaed  and  left  in  the  hands  d  the  enemy, 
and  others  fiadled  to  report  to  their  commands. 

Among  tiie  wounded  were  Colonel  Cox,  of 
the  Second  North  Carolina,  and  lieuienaot- 
Colonel  fflllaiB,  of  the  Thirtietii,  the  latter,  it  it 
feared,  mortally. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  Generals 
Rodesand  Early,  the  latter  endosing  those  of 
General  Hays  and  lieutenant^kmd  Tate,  of 
Hoke's  brigade. 

A  map  of  the  locaH^  is  also  aniiezed. 
ery  respeotfuJiy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

R.B.L11, 


BEBUBT  OP  UEDTENAMTOENEBIL  SWELL 


HftAoquTiKBi  OKxmD  Onnv,  A.  K  T.,\ 
Morember  IS,  188IL       / 

0[>kmdR.KChmim,CkUfqfSUj^: 

CoLOMiL :  I  have  the  hon<Mr  to  enclose  tbe  re> 
p<Mi  of  Major-G^eral  Eariy,  in  reference  to  die 
attack  on  the  tH^-d&poni  on  the  Rappahannock, 
near  the  railroad,  on  the  seventh  instant 

I  received  information  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  on  Kelly's  Ford  in  force,  and  had  turned 
my  whole  attention  to  ^t  point^  towards  whioh 
two  divisions  were  moving,  knowing  that  hoik 
the  General  commanding  and  Major-Oeoeial 
Early  were  at  tiie  tit&d&paiUf  and  as  I  heard  so 
report  of  artillery  or  other  indications  of  an  at- 
tack, I  did  not  visit  it.  I  had  paid  frequent 
visits  to  the  works  at  &e  tHe-tUpont^  when 
much  labor  had  been  bestowed. 

I  differ  from  Major-Genial  Baily  as  to  tlia 
necessity  for  more  artilleiy,  the  darkness  asd 
nature  of  the  ground  making  what  was  tlMif 
of  but  little  use  in  the  final  attack,  and  I  think 
the  same  would  have  been  the  case  had  then 
been  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel, 
Yery  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

R.  a  BWKE., 


BEFOBT  OP  MAJOR43KNKRAL  lABLT. 

HaAoqcAKBS  Kaur>a  DmsM,! 
Norenbtr  U,  18SI.       i 

LieutenanUOohna  A.  8,  P^ndlBlim,  A.  A  Om- 
ral Second  Cor^,  A,  N.  Vol: 

Colonel  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  storming  of  our  ad- 
vanced work  across  the  Rappahannock,  at  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  and  the  capture  of  a  battery 
and  a  large  portion  of  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  by  the  enemy,  on  the  seventii  instant 

Having  received,  on  tiie  fiftti,  an  order  to  re- 
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lieve  the  brigade  of  Johnson's  division  which 
was  on  picket  at  Rappahannock  Station,  by  a 
brigade  from  my  division,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Bvm,  I  ordered  Brigadier-Gkneral  Hays  to  send 
his  brigade  to  the  point  indicated,  at  the  time 
specified,  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Penn, 
of  the  Seventh  Looisiana  regiment,  as  the  Gen- 
eral himself  was  then  engaged  on  a  comrt  of 
inqiniT,  at  that  time  sitting.  Colonel  Penn 
accordingly  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  sta- 
tion on  the  morning  of  the  siz£,  and  relieved 
Walker's  brigade  of  Johnson's  division.  My 
camp  was  fmly  five  (5)  miles  firom  the  point 
picketed,  and  I  received  no  report  from  Colonel 
Penn  on  the  sixth ;  bat  on  the  seventh,  a  little 
before  two  p.  m.,  I  received  a  despatch  fh)m  him^ 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him, 
with  m&ntry  and  cavalry,  in  force,  i  immedi- 
ately sent  a  despatch  by  signal  both  to  (General 
Lee  and  Lientenant-Oenerai  EweU,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:     * 

^  For  GsmmAL  Lbb  AHD  Gbnbral  EwELL :  Col- 
onel Penn,  commanding  Hays'  brigade,  on  picket 
at  the  bridge,  reports  the  enem^  advancing  on 
him,  with  in&ntiy  and  cavalry,  m  force.*  I  shall 
move  down  at  once." 

And  without  awaiting  orders,  I  directed  my 
other  brigades  to  get  r^y  as  qnick  as  possible, 
and  march  to  the  bridge  as  rapidly  as  they 
conld.  The  men  were  engaged  at  the  time  in 
building  and  making  preparations  for  building 
huts,  and  the  consequence  was  it  reauired  some 
time  to  get  them  together,  though  this  was  done 
with  all  the  despatcn  practicable. 

I  started  to  the  river  in  advance  of  the  bri- 
eades,  and  at  Brandy  Station  received  another 
despatch,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  was  in 
Hne  of  battle  still  in  his  front,  and  that  a  force 
was  moving  towards  Kelly's  Ford,  with  a  train 
of  wagons  and  ambulances.  I  sent  this  despatch 
to  General  Lee,  by  Mr.  Hairston,  a  volunteer 
Aid,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  my  Adjutant- 
Ckneral,  Major  Daniel,  to  meet  General  EweU, 
who,  I  was  informed,  was  coming  up  to  Brandy, 
and  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  the 
despatches  I  had  received,  and  my  movements. 
Before  reaching  the  river  I  was  overtaken  bv 
General  Lee,  who  had  not  received  my  despatch 
by  signal,  though  it  reached  General  EwelL 
General  Lee  and  myself  proceeded  together  to 
the  river,  where  we  arrived  about,  or  a  little  af- 
ter, three  o'clock.  Crossing  over  myself  to  the 
position  occupied  by  Colonel  Penn,  on  the  north 
of  the  river,  I  ascertained  that  a  heavy  force 
was  in  line  something  like  a  mile  or  more  in 
front,  and  extending  some  distance  both  to  the 
right  and  left. 

This  force,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers, was  gradually,  but  slowly,  and  very 
cautiously^  moving  up  towards  our  position. 
Oar  skirriuahers  were  then  some  distance  out  to 
the  front,  and  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the 
trenches  were  occupied  by  the  remainder  of 
Colonel  Peon's  force,  which,  however,  was  man- 
ifestiy  too  small  for  the  length  of  the  works. 
Green's  battery  of  four  rifled  guns  occupied 


two  works  on  the  right  of  the  pontoon  bridge, 
one  being  an  enclosed  redoubt  and  the  other 
an  open  work,  consisting  of  a  curtain  with  two 
short  flanks  or  wingsi 

The  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  were, 
in  my  judnnent, very  inadequate^and  not  judi- 
ciously laid  out  or  constructed.  They  consisted 
of  a  rme-trench  on  the  right  circling  round  to  the 
river;  then  the  enclosed  redoubt  spoken  o^ 
which  was  constructed  by  the  enemy  to  be  usea 
against  a  force  approaching  on  the  south  side, 
which  had  been  turned,  but  sloped  towards  the 
enemv;  then  there  was  another  short  rifle- 
trench,  then  the  open  work  spoken  of,  the  cur- 
tain and  flanks  of  which  were  pierced  with  four 
embrasures  near  the  angles,  and  with  such  nar- 
row splays  as  to  admit  of  a  very  limited  fire.  It 
had  been  originally  a  lunette,  constructed  by 
our  troops,  and  the  enemy  had  cut  off  the  angle 
and  filled  up  the  ditches,  and  constructed  an 
epaulement,  which  operated  as  a  curtain,  con- 
necting the  two  flanks,  and  was  so  arranged  as 
to  pla^  guns  in  barbette  on  the  side  opposite 
to  the  river,  and  a  trench  was  made  on  the  side 
next  to  the  river,  which  prevented  ^uns  from 
being  mounted  in  barbette  on  that  side.  The 
consequence  was  it  was  of  very  little  value,  as 
the  guns  placed  in  the  embrasures  had  very 
limited  range,  leaving  dead  angles  at  some  of 
the  most  important  points.  To  the  left  of  this 
work  a  rifle-trench  extended  some  distance,  run- 
ning down  the  slope  of  the  ridge  next  to  the 
river,  and  extending  through  apiece  of  woods 
on  the  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  whole  of  this 
rifle-trench  in  front  of  the  bridge,  and  for  some 
distance  to  the  left,  was  in  full  view  of  the  bridee, 
and  in  short  musket  range  of  it,  so  that  the 
enemy,  coining  up  to  the  trench,  could  command 
the  bridge,  and  make  use  of  the  embankment  as 
a  protecnon.  For  a  good  portion  of  the  rifle- 
trench  on  ttie  left  it  was  so  far  down  the  slope 
that  the  enemy  might  get  within  very  short 
musket  range  before  he  could  be  seen  by  our 
men  in  the  trenches.  There  was  no  ditch  on  the 
outside  of  the  work.  On  the  right  the  railroad 
embankment  afforded  a  safe  cover  for  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  work,  and  through  this  was  a  passway 
for  a  road,  which  would  enable  a  force  coming 
under  its  cover  to  debouch  suddenlv  upon  the 
works  at  a  very  assailable  point,  and  there  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  oMtruct  this  passage. 
To  remedy  tiie  danger  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
the  railroad  embankment,  pits  for  guns  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  had  been  constructed, 
but  they  were  not  occupied.  In  the  rear  of  the 
whole  une  of  the  work  a  dam  made  the  river 
too  deep  for  fording,  and  one  solitary  pontoon 
bridge  afforded  the  only  means  of  communicar 
tion  with  the  southern  bank,  and  the  only  ave- 
nue of  escape  in  case  of  disaster.  I  am  thuD 
particular  in  describing  the  character  of  these 
works  in  order  that  the  difficulties  under  which 
a  part  of  my  command  labored,  in  the  strait  to 
which  it  was  subsequently  reduced,  may  be  ap- 
preciated. 
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I  had,  myself,  pointed  out  some  of  Uie  defects 
of  the  works  to  the  Engineers  having  charge  of 
them,  and  I  had  ui^ed  the  necessity  of  having 
another  bridge  further  ^p  the  stream.  The  fact 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  position  was  susceptible 
of  being  made  very  strong,  but  in  order  to  ena- 
ble a  small  force  to  hold  it  against  a  large  at- 
tacking force  the  works  ouffht  to  have  been  en- 
tirely enclosed,  and  with  a  deep  ditch  on  the  out- 
side, so  that  an  attacking  column  could  have 
had  its  progress  checked.  But  the  works  were 
so  constructed  as  to  ^ord  no  obstacle  in  them- 
selves to  an  attacking  enemy,  and  only  furnished 
a  temporary  protection  to  our  troops.  An  at- 
tacking force  could  walk  over  the  rine  trenches 
without  difSculty,  and  even  the  works  in  which 
the  guns  were  posted  could  be  readilv  passed 
over  when  once  reached.  On  ike  south  side  of 
the  river  were  two  hills  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  our  works,  one  crowned  with  a  redoubt,  con- 
structed by  the  enemy,  which  had  been  remod- 
eled and  turned ;  the  other  was  crowned  wit^ 
sunken  pits  for  guns.  In  the  first  I  found  Gra- 
V  ham's  battery,  and  in  the  latter  Dance's  battery, 
both  of  Brown's  battalion.  Besides  l^ese  works, 
were  t^o  pits  for  guns  in  'the  flat  on  the  right 
of  the  rauroad,  constructed  for  posting  guns, 
for  the  purpose  of  enfilading  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad  embankment  on  the  north  of  the 
river.  These  pits,  which  were  not  occupied, 
had  attached  to  them  a  short  rifle  trench,  and 
farther  to  the  right  was  another  rifle  trench, 
covering  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  had 
a  pontoon  bridge.  This  presents  the  state  of 
things  as  I  found  them,  and  I  must  here  state 
that  the  defence  of  this  position  had  not  been 
entrusted  to  me.  I  had  merely  been  oaUed  upon 
to  furnish  a  detail  for  picket  duty ;  alternating 
with  both  the  other  divisions  of  the  oorps  for 
some  lime,  and  latterly  with  Johnson's  only,  I 
hurried  to  the  spot  myself,  and  ordered  my 
command  to  follow,  because  I  regarded  my  bri- 
gade in  danger,  and  I  doubted  not  I  was  but 
anticipating  the  order  which  would  have  been 
given  as  soon  as  the  facts  reached  General  Lee 
and  Lieutenant-Qeneral  EwelL 

I  carried  no  artillery  with  me,  because  none 
was  at  my  disposaL  As  soon  as  I  had  ascer- 
tained the  condition  of  things  in  front  and  in 
the  works,  I  rode  back  across  the  river  to  see  if 
my  other  brigades  were  coming  up,  and  com- 
municated with  General  Lee,  who  had  taken  his 
position  on  the  hill  on  which  Graham's  guns 
were  posted.  Shortly  after  I  reached  this  point 
our  skirmishers  commenced  fEdling  l^ck,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  advancing  more  rapidly, 
and  I  sent  back  to  hurry  up  my  brigades.  The 
enemv,  having  gotten  possession  of  the  range 
of  hifis  in  front  of  our  position,  now  planted 
a  battery  of  artillery  on  a  prominent  point  in 
front  and  opened,  no  artillery  having  been  pre- 
viously displayed  by  him.  The  guns  were  re- 
plied to  by  Danoe  and  Graham,  but  with  little  or 
no  effect,  as  the  distance  was  too  Rreat  The 
enemy's  skirmishers,  in  very  heavy  fine,  contin- 
ued to  advance  until  ours  from  the  front  and 


flanks  were  compelled  to  retire  into  the  wQirks, 
and  the  enemy's,  on  the  ri^ht,  advanced  to  the 
river  bank,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge. 
About  this  time  General  Lee  ordered  one  of 
Dance's  guns  to  be  sent  to  tiie  pits  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  but,  before  the  order  was  exe- 
cuted, the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  advsDoed 
so  dose  that  Gfeneral  Lee  countennanded  the 
order,  as  he  thought  the  guns  might  be  diaaUed 
bv  having  the  horses  shot  down.  About  four 
o  clock  General  Hays  arrived  and  took  comnaikd 
of  his  brigade ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  the  ad- 
vance of  my  column,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  Gol> 
onel  Godwin,  arrived,  and  I  sent  Colonel  God- 
win, with  the  brigade,  across  the  river  to  report 
to  General  Hays,  and  occupy  that  part  of  the 
trenches  which  Hays'  brigade  could  not  occupj. 
This  plan  met  with  the  approval  of  G«nml 
Lee,  and  he  directed  me  to  send  no  more  troops 
across  tiie  river,  but  retain  the  other  brigaiies 
on  the  south  side.  I  sent  Gordon's  brigade  to 
occupy  Jamieson's  hill  to  the  right,  and  the  river 
bank  m  front  of  it,  and  formed  regram's  brigade 
in  rear,  out  of  range  of  shells,  sendii^  the  llur- 
ty-rfirst^Yirginia  regiment  from  it  to  occupy  ihs 
rifle-trenches  at  the  ^un-pits,  (m  the  right  of  the 
railroad.  About  this  time  the  enemy  opoied 
another  battery  in  front  of  our  left  on  the  road 
from  the  direction  of  Warrenton,and  very  short- 
ly afterwards  another  battery  was  opened  on  the 
right  from  the  edge  of  a  woods.  The  fire  froa 
the^e  batteries  crossed  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
enffladed  our  position,  and  rendered  the  bridge 

r"»  unsafe.  The  battenr  on  the  hill,  in  front, 
continued  to  fire,  and  the  fire  from  all  ci 
them  was  continued  until  near  dusk.  The  fire  from 
Dance  and  Graham's  batteries  was  stopped  bj 
order  of  General  Lee,  I  beUeve,  as  it  was  mani- 
festly producing  fittle  or  no  effect^  and  resulted 
in  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition.  Green*s  bat- 
tery, however,  continued  to  fire  as  well  as  it 
could.  During  all  this  time  the  Wind  was  Mow- 
ing very  hard  towards  the  en^ny,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  hear  the  report  of  the  guns,  eves 
at  a  very  short  distance.  I  had  remained  with 
General  Lee  at  his  request,  who,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  afternoon,  had  taJ^en  his  position  cm 
the  hill  occupied  by  Dance's  battery.  About 
dark  the  artiUery  fire  ceased,  and  some  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  to<^  place,  which  we  oovdd 
not  well  distinguish.  In  a  short  time,  however, 
some  firing  of  musketry  at  and  in  front  of  the 
rifle-trenches  was  observed  from  the  flashes  of 
the  guns,  it  being  impossible  to  hear  the  report 
by  reason  of  the  wind,  though  the  distance  was 
but  short  After  this  firing  had  continued  for 
some  minutes  it  slackened  somewhat,  and,  not 
hearing  from  it,  we  were  c^  opinion  that  it  was 
from  and  at  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  Gren- 
eral  Lee,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment by  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  hue  was 
intended  merely  as  a  recoimoissance  or  feint, 
and  that  it  was  too  late  for  the  enemy  to  at- 
tempt anything  serious  that  nighty  concluded  to 
retire. 
It  was  then  nearly  or  quite  daric,  and  whUe 
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must  coDfess  that  I  did  feel  considerable 
ixiety  for  the  reenlt  of  a  night  attack,  if  the 
lemy  should  have  the  enterprise  to  make  it, 
?t  the  confident  opinion  expressed  by  the  com- 
landitig  general  disarmed  my  fears.  The  firing 
;  the  trenches  contmued,and  while  I  was  mak- 
ig  arrangements  to  send  off  two  despatches  for 
eneral  Ewell  left  with  me  by  General  Lee, 
[ajor  fiale  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  previons- 
'  sent  on  foot  across  the  river  w'lih  messages 
)r  General  Hays  and  Colonel  Godwin,  returned 
id  informed  me  that  when  he  left  General  Hays 
16  enemy  was  advancing  gainst  him,  that  he 
ad  then  gone  to  Colonel  (Godwin,  and  as  he 
)tnmed  across  the  bridge  he  had  seen  some  of 
[ays'  men,  who  told  him  that  Hays  had  been 
riven  from  the  trenches  ,*  but  he  stated  that  he 
id  not  believe  this  statement,  as  he  left  Hays 
ad  his  men  in  fine  spirits,  and  I  did  not  believe 

myself,  as  the  firing  seen  by  ns  did  not  war- 
int  any  supposition.  I,  however,  sent  Major 
»aniel,  of  my  staff,  immediately  to  ascertain  me 
Late  of  things,  and  ordered  Pegram  to  move  up 
)  the  bridge  with  his  brigade,  and  Dance  and 
rr^am  to  man  their  guns.  I  then  started  to- 
ards  the  bridge  and  met  Major  Daniel  return- 
ig,  with  the  inirormation  that  he  had  just  seen 
reneral  Hays,  who  had  made  his  escape,  and 
eceived  from  him  the  information  that  the 
reater  part  of  his  brigade  was  captured,  Hoke's 
rigade  cut  ofif,  and  the  enemy  in  possession  of 
iie  north  end  of  the  bridee.  Pegram's  brigade 
/as  hurried  up  and  so  disposed  as  to  prevent 

crossing  of  the  bridge,  and  (xordon  was  sent 
jr  from  ihe  right,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  Gkn- 
rai  Lee.  I  then  went  near  the  river  to  ascer- 
lin  if  anything  could  be  done  to  retrieve  the 
isaster,  but  found  it  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice 
f  my  men  to  attempt  to  throw  any  of  them 
cross  the  bridge,  as  the  enemy  were  in  line 
ist  beyond  the  opposite  end,  and  were  in  pos- 
ession  of  the  trenches  commanding  it  I  could 
ot  see  the  artillery  by  reason  of  me  darkness, 
nd  I  feared  firing  into  my  own  men,  who  were 
risoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Hoke*s 
irigade  had  not  at  this  time  been  captured,  as  I 
ubsequently  ascertained.  Nor  haa  the  Fifth 
nd  Seventh  Louisiana  raiments  of  Hays'  bri- 
ade,  but  they  were  hopelessly  cut  ofif  from  the 
•ridge,  without  any  means  of  escape  and  with 
10  chance  of  being  reinforced ;  and  while  mak- 
Qg  the  preparations  for  defending  the  bridge 
nd  preventing  an  increase  of  the  disaster,  I  had 
he  mortification  to  hear  the  final  struggle  of 
bese  devoted  men,  and  to  be  made  painfully 
ware  of  their  capture,  without  the  possibility 
f  being  able  to  go  to  their  reliell  I  might  have 
[red  canister  across  the  river,  and,  perhaps, 
lone  some  damage  to  the  enemy,  but  the  chances 
vere  that  more  damasre  would  have  been  done 
0  my  helpless  men,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  have 
»eeQ  cruel  and  barbarous  to  have  subjected 
hem  to  this  result  for  any  amount  of  damage  I 
)ould  then  inflict  on  the  enemy.  This  contains 
s  much  of  this  afifair  as  I  am  capable  of  describ- 
ng  from  actual  obaervatioiL 


From  the  reports  of  General  Hays,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tate,  of  Hoke's  brigade,  as  well  as 
from  the  statements  of  other  offioers,who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  their  escape,  I  learn  that 
as  soon  as  it  became  dark  enough  to  conceal  his 
movements,  the  enemy  advanced  in  very  heavy 
masses  along  the  whole  line,  his  troops  being  in 
some  two  or  three  lines  preceded  by  a  very 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  that  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  repulsed,  many  of  them  surrender- 
ing themselves  prisoners.  But  this  act  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  rush  to  the  front  of 
some  two  or  three  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  heavy  column,  which  had  moved 
down  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  under  cover 
of  the  embankment,  suddenly  debouched  through 
the  passway  (which  has  been  mentioned),  and 
made  a  rush  upon  the  works,  in  which  Green's 
g^ns  were  posted,  and  carried  them.  At  the 
same  time,  an  effort  made  by  (General  Hays  to 
retake  the  guns  was  defeated  by  the  attack  on 
the  rifle-trenches,  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
guns  and  in  front  of  the  bridge.  This  attack, 
though'  resisted  to  the  last,  was  successful — the 
enemy  comine  in  such  numbers  as  actually,  by 
mere  brute  force,  to  push  our  men  out  of  the 
trenches.  The  enemy  then  poured  over  the 
trenches,  and  all  further  struggle  was  hopeless, 
as  tiiere  was  no  point  for  our  men  to  fall  back 
upon,  and  the  bridge  was  completely  com- 
manded by  the  enemy.  Our  men,  however, 
continued  to  struggle  until  they  became  com- 
pletely surrounded.  Many  of  them  efiected 
their  escape  in  the  confusiun-H9ome  by  swim- 
mine  the  nver,  and  others  by  making  their  way 
to  me  bridge  amidst  the  enemy,  and  passing 
over  under  a  shower  of  balls.  General  Hays 
owes  his  escape  to  the  fact  that  after  he  was 
completelv  surrounded,  and  was  a  prisoner,  his 
horse  took  fright  and  ran  o£f ;  and  as  the  enemy 
commenced  finng  on  him,  he  concluded  to  make 
the  efifort  to  escape  across  the  bridge,  where  he 
was  exposed  to  no  more  daueer,  as  he  bad  to  run 
the  gauntlet  any  way ;  and  he  fortunately  suc- 
ceeded, without  ii^ur^. 

Gkxiwin's  position  in  the  trenches  was  to  the 
left  of  the  bridge,  and  the  Fifth  and  Seventh 
Louisiana  regiments  were  to  his  left  The  loca- 
tion of  the  trenches  here  was  such  as  to  cut  off 
from  Colonel  Godwin  all  view  of  the  columns 
advancing  against  General  Hays.  An  attack  of 
the  enemy  moving  down  the  river,  on  €k>d- 
win's  left,  was  repulsed  bv  the  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiment,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  attack  on  Hays;  and  when  Colonel  God- 
win ascertained  mat  Havs  had  been  driven 
from  the  trenches,  he  made  an  effort  to  send  a 
portion  of  his  force  to  the  relief  of  Hays,  but 
this  was  prevented  by  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  his  front  He  then,  dis- 
covering his  own  situation,  and  that  he  was  cut 
off  from  the  bridge,  threw  a  portion  of  his  line 
across  the  interval  between  the  trenches  and 
the  river,  and  endeavored  to  form  his  men  so  as 
to  cut  his  way  to  the  bridge.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, after  getting  possession  of  the  trenches. 
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formed  suooesaiye  lines  acroae  the  same  inter- 
val, lower  down,  and  moved  an  against  Godwin, 
at  the  same  time  moving  up  otner  forces  against 
the  trenches,  which  \m  to  be  abandoned  bj 
onr  men.  Godwin's  men,  with  the  Fifth  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  raiments,  were  thus  com- 
pletely smronnded — the  enemv  making  an  arc 
of  a  circle  aromid  the  front  and  flanks ;  and  the 
river,  which  is  here  a  deep  pond,  being  in  tiie 
rear,  Colonel  Godwin's  efforts  to  extricate  his 
command  proved  unavailing,  as  the  enemy  com- 
pletely overwhelmed  him  with  numbers.  He 
continued,  however,  to  struggle,  forming  succes- 
sive lines  as  he  was  pushed  back,  and  did  not, 
for  a  moment,  dream  of  surrendering ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  when  his  men  had  dwindled  to 
sixty  or  seventv,  the  rest  having  been  captured, 
killed,  wounded,  or  lost  in  the  darkness,  and  he 
was  completely  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who 
were,  in  fact,  mixed  up  with  his  men,  some  one 
cried  out  that  Colonel  €k>dwin's  order  was  for 
them  to  surrender.  He  immediately  called  for 
the  man  who  made  the  declaration,  and  threat- 
ened to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  could  find  him, 
declaring  his  purpose  to  fight  to  the  last  moment, 
and  callmg  upon  his  men  to  stand  by  him.  He 
was  litersdly  overpowered  by  mere  force  of 
numbers,  and  was  taken  with  his  arms  in.his 
hands.  These  facts  I  learn  from  Captain  Adams, 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  Hoke's  brigade, 
who  managed  to  make  his  escape,  after  having 
been  captured,  by  slipping  away  from  the  enemy 
and  swunming  the  river  almost  naked.  They 
are  in  accordimce  with  the  character  of  Colond 
Gknlwin,  and  the  U,te  of  this  gallant  officer,  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  is 
most  deeply  to  be  deplored ;  and  I  most  respect- 
fnlly,  through  the  commanding  General,  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  his  case,  and  ask 
that  if  any  specud  exchanges  are  made,  he  may 
be  embraced  among  them.  The  Fifth  and  Sev- 
entii  tx>uisiana  reeiments  shared  the  fate  of  tlie 
three  regiments  of  Hoke's  brigade,  which  w«re 
under  (Godwin.  Some  of  aU  the  regiments,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  darkness  and  confusion, 
managed  to  escape,  after  they  were  overpowered. 
But  I  caU  attention  to  the  met  that  there  was  no 
flight  no  giving  back  of  my  men  from  the 
trenches  upon  me  approach  of  the  enemy,  but 
they  maintained  their  position  until  overpowered 
by  numbws  and  mere  brute  force.  This  fact 
was  fully  shown  by  the  circumcftance  that  there 
was  no  rush  upon  the  bridge,  and  no  crowd  of 
fugitives  to  be  seen  anywhere;  but  the  men 
who  did  escape  did  it  quietiy,  taking  advantage 
of  such  opportunities  as  were  afforded. 

After  I  was  made  aware  of  the  disaster,  and 
Pegram's  and  Gordon's  brigades  came  up,  steps 
were-  taken  to  guard  the  river,  and  prevent  a 
crossing  by  the  enemy.  A  regiment  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
Pegram's  brigade  thrown  in  its  rear,  with  orders 
to  defend  the  passage  at  aU  hazards.  After 
waiting  for  some  time,  to  give  such  of  our  men 
as  might  be  able  to  do  so  an  opportunity  to  slip 
oyer  the  bridge,  and  after  it  was  ascertained 


definitely  that  Hoke's  brigade  and  the  Fitt  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  were  overpowered, 
and  t)iat  the  enemy  had  a  raard  immediately  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  bridge,  it  was  fired  at 
the  south  end  by  my  order,  and  bef<»e  we  moved 
back  it  had  burned  so  &r  as  to  prevent  all  cross- 
ing over  it  After  seeding  back  Danoe*8  and 
Graham's  batteries,  in  accoraanoe  witii  orders,  I 
moved  back  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  to  the 
vicinity  of  my  camp. 
My  loss  in  this  affiur  was  as  follows: 

Killed,  officers 0 

Killed,  enlisted  men. 5 

Wounded,  officers.  ....•....• 3 

Wounded,  enlisted  men 32 

Missing,  officers •••...••.   .....  117 

Missing,  enlisted  moi 1,473 

Total USSO 

Those  reported  kiDed  are  those  who  were 
certainly  known  to  be  killed,  and  the  wounded 
are  those  who  were  brought  off— some  of  them 
were  wounded  while  escaping.  Among  «^e 
missing  are  donbtiess  a  numMr  of  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  in  Hays'  brigade  was  less 
•  than  one-half  of  the  men  present  with  the  annv, 
and  less  tlum  one-fourth  of  the  eaUre  strengtii 
of  the  brigade.  In  tUe  regiments  of  Holto's 
brigade,  to  wit:  the  Si:^,  Fiffy-fonrth,  and 
Fiffy-seventh  North  Oarolina  regiments,  tiie  loss 
was  very  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  m^i  pnm- 
ent  with  the  army — about  two^fiftfas  of  their 
entire  strength,  and  less  than  one-third  of  tiie 
entire  strengtii  of  the  brigade. 

Near  three  hundred  of  Hays'  men  presentat 
the  action  made  their  escape,  and  between  one 
hundred  and  one  hundred  uid  Mty  of  H<^^ 
men  escaped. 

The  loss  in  Green's  batteiy,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Moore,  was  as  follows : 

Killed,  enlisted  men..  • 1 

Wounded,  enlisted  men 0 

Missing,  officers.. t 

ACissing,  enlisted  men. .  • 31 

Total 43 

Rifle  guns,  with  their  caissons 4 

Horses. 46 

Twent7-«ight  enlisted  men  of  this  battery 
escaped.  My  loss  in  small  anus  and  s^s  oif 
accoutrements  is  something  over  sixteen  hun- 
dred. 

With  the  conduct  of  my  brinMie  oonnianderi 
and  their  men,  I  ha^e  no  fauK  to  find,  thej 
were  not  surprised,  nor  were  they  oegKgent  in 
any  respect,  tnat  I  am  aware  ot  They  remained 
at  their  posts,  and  fought  tiie  enemy  until  over- 
powered They  were  unfortunately  in  a  posi- 
tion untenable,  by  so  small  a  force  as  thetrs, 
against  the  laiige  force  brought  against  them, 
and  there  was  no  means  of  retre^  by  reason 
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of- the  inadequate  commnnicatioD  across  the 
river.  There  was  no  means  of  reinforcing  them 
while  engaged  in  tiie  straggle,  for  the, same 
reason,  and  there  was  no  opportunity  of  retiring 
and  renewing  the  contest,  because  there  was 
but  a  narrow  slip  of  land  between  the  works 
and  the  river.  I  must,  therefore,  exempt  my 
brigade  commanders  from  all  responsibihty  for 
the  disaster  which  befel  their  commands.  I  am 
satisfied  thej  made  the  best  struggle  the  nature 
of  the  case  admitted,  and  all  accounts  concur  in 
stating  that  the  men  fought  with  great  coolness 
and  courage,  and  I  am  imormed  that  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe ;  per- 
haps more  than  ours. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  disaster  was  the 
weakness  of  the  position,  owing  to  defective 
engineering,  the  want  of  sufficient  bridges,  the 
want  ci  sufficient  artillery  in  suitable  positions 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  t^e  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  comdsted  of  two 
army  corps,  under  Sedgwick,  as  since  ascer- 
tained ;  the  attach  of  the  enemy  being  favored 
by  the  darkness  and  the  hiffh  wind.  My  troops 
were  all  that  were  brought  up,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  any  amount  of  in^smtiy  on  the  soutii 
bank  of  the  river  could  have  altered  the  result, 
unless  by  its  exhibition  the  enemy  had  been 
deterred  from  making  the  effort  I  am  conscious 
of  having  done  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the 
position,  but  I  must  candidly  confess  that  I  did 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, that  the  enemy  did  not  have  enterprise 
enough  to  attempt  any  serious  attack  after  dark, 
as  such  attacks  are  so  foreign  to  his  usual  policy, 
and  I  therefore  was  indined  to  believe  that  the 
position  would  be  safe  until  morning,  though  I 
felt  there  would  be  very  great  danger  in  a  night 
attack,  if  vigorously  mwle.  A  different  esti- 
mate, nowever,  of  the  enemy's  enterprise  would 
have  had  no  effect,  as  I  had  no  discretion  about 
withdrawing  the  troops,  and,  in  fact,  thev  could 
not  have  been  withdrawn  with  safety,  after  the 
enem^'  had  gained  their  immediate  front 

This  is  the  first  disaster  ijaat  has  befiallen  this 
division  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command 
it,  and  I  hope  I  ma^,  therefore,  be  pardoned  for 
referring  to  the  history  of  tiie  past  campaign, 
in  which  the  division  captured  twenfy-seven 
pieces  of  artillery  and  prisoners,  amounting  to 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  its  entire  loss 
on  this  latter  occasion.  Those  of  the  guns  of 
the  Louisiana  Guard  battery  captured  on  the 
seventh,  had  been  previously  teuLen  frt>m  the 
enemy  by  Hays'  brigade  bv  actual  assault,  and 
the  other  was  brought  off  from  Sharpsburg  by 
the  men  of  the  battery,  after  the  enemy  had 
been  compelled  to  abandon  it,  by  one  of  the 
brigades  of  this  division,  it  being  the  only  piece 
of  artillery  captured  by  our  troops  at  that  battle. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  reports  of 
Brigadier-General  Hays  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tate,  with  a  statement  from  Captain  Garrington, 
commanding  Jones'  artiUery  battalion. 
Respectfully,        J.  A.  Eablt. 


Endobsxd. 

HBADquTimn  Swioiid  Coon,  AncT  No.  Vi.,  > 
November  18, 1868.  / 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Brilliant  as  have 
been  ue  services  of  this  division  and  its  gal« 
lant  commander  during  the  past  campaign,  it  is 
but  justice- to  the  other  troops  engaged,  to  say 
that  the  capture  of  the  artilleiy  at  Winchester, 
to  which  I  suppose  General  £ku:ly  refers,  was 
due  in  great  piurt  to  the  presence  and  handsome 
conduct  of  Mfgor-General  Johnson  and  his  brave 
din^ision. 

R.  a  EWELL, 

lieatoDAot-QeiionL 

REPORT  OV  IfAJOB^ENBRAL  BODES. 

BMAsqaAvnaB  Boom*  DiTOTOir,  1 
Noyember  18,  1868.     J 

Ideutenanl.Colond  A.  8.  FendkUm,  A.  A,  G. 
Bwxrnd  Corp9^  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with a  report  of  the  recent  operations  of  my 
division  on  the  Rappahannock. 

On  the  seventh,  and  for  some  days  previous 
thereto,  my  division  was  camped  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Mountain  Run,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  in  rear  of  Kelly's  Ford,  which, 
together  with  Wheatley's,  Norman's,  and  Ste- 
phens' Fords,  it  was  the  dufy  of  the  division  to 
watch.  About  noon  on  the  seventh,  the  enemy's 
cavalry^  which  had  for  several  days  been  sta- 
tioned m  small  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  was  suddenly  replaced  by  his  infantry, 
and  immediately  his  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward  to  the  river. 

The  Second  and  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
regiments,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  were  on  out- 
post duty  at  the  river.  The  former,  numbering 
about  tliree  hundred  and  twenty-two  effective 
total,  was  guarding  Wheatley's  Ford,  three- 
quartera  of  a  mile  above,  and  Stephens'  Ford, 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  below  Kelly's  and  Kel- 
ly's Ford  itself.  The  two  firat  named  fords  be- 
ing obscure  and  difficult,  the  bulk  of  the  reel- 
ment  was  placed  partly  ip  rifle-pits  and  parSy 
deployed,  so  as  to  command  Kelly's  Ford,  and 
the  site  of  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge,  used  on 
their  former  crossing. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment,  num- 
bering about  five  hundred  men,  was  in  reserve, 
protecting  the  solitary  battery  (Napoleon)  under 
my  command.  The  battery  and  regiment  were 
about  three-quartera  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  in 
the  edge  of  the  nearest  woods  to  the  ford. 

At  KeUy's  Ford  the  blufEs  are  on  the  extreme 
side,  dose  to  the  river,  and  encirdo  the  ground 
which  my  oncost  force  was  compelled  to  oc- 
cupy, oix-  our  side,  the  land  for  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  river  bank,  is  cleared  and  slopes  geqtfy 
to  the  river.  It  is  necessarv  to  notice  these  fSetcts 
to  account  properly  for  the  losses  of  the  two 
regiments  mentioned. 

Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  only  five  or  six 
raiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were  in  sight, 
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and  one  battery.  NeTertheless,  I  ordered  the 
division  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  in  line  of 
battle,  and  the  wagons  to  be  parked.  Very 
soon,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  a  large 
force  was  in  my  front,  and  that  the  enemy  was 
endeavoring  to  afieot  a  crossing  at  and  above 
the  ford.  The  division  was  at  once  placed  in 
position  in  the  woods  with  its  left  fl^k  on  the 
river,  new  Wheatley's  Ford,  its  right  extending 
towards  the  road  from  the  ford  to  Stephens- 
bure :  DaniePs  brigade  remaining  on  the  right 
of  this  road  watching  my  right 

Before  these  dispositions  were  completed  4ie 
enemy's  batteries,  from  front  and  flanks,  and  his 
infantry  along  the  opposite  bank^  had  driven  all 
of  the  Second  Norui  Carolina  to  shelter,  except 
three  or  four  companies  stationed  along  the 
river  from  the  ford  to  the  pontoon  site.  These 
companies  had  slight  protection  from  the  mus- 
ketry, bat  were  very  mach  exposed  to  the  ar- 
tQlery  fire. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Ou-olina,  gomg  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Second,  was  speedily  broken 
and  demoralized,  under  the  concentrated  artil- 
lery fire  which  swept  the  ground  over  which 
it  had  to  march.  The  battery  of  Napoleons, 
commanded  bv  Oaptain  Massie,  did  its  best,  but 
could  not  hold  its  own  against  the  three  batter- 
ies opposing  it,  and  was  obliged  speedily  to 
cease  firing.  The  men  of  the  Second  Nortii 
Garolina,  who  remained  in  the  rifle-pits  at  the  ford, 
Btill  kept  up  their  fire,  but  do  opposition  now 
existing  at  an^  other  point,  the  enemy  crossed 
in  the  rapids  just  above  the  ford,  and  speedily 
enveloped  the  remaining  force  at  the  ford,  com- 
pelling it  to  surrender.  After  crossing,  tlie 
enemy's  force  moved,  as  I  had  expected,  upon 
my  left,  and  continued  to  advance  until  within 
long  range  of  my  skirmishers.  No  advance  be- 
ing made  on  the  Stevensburg  road,  Greneral 
Dsoiiel  was  ordered  to  move  his  origade  from  the 
right  to  the  left,  where  he  was  placed  in  re- 
serve, and  every  arrangement  was  made  to  give 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  He,  however, 
halted  before  reaching  the  woods,  and  having 
by  this  time  laid  his  pontoons,  continued  to 
cross  his  troops  rapidly,  and  by  tiie  time  my  ar- 
rangements for  resistance  were  completed,  had 
mamed  in  front  of  me  too  great  a  force  to  admit 
of  my  attacking  him  with  any  reasonable  chance 
of  success.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  ex- 
pecting General  Johnston's  division  every  mo- 
ment, I  determined  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
at4easttill  its  arrival  No  furi^her  demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  ni^ht 
General  Johnston's  division  arriving  some  tune 
after  dark,  was  placed  in  continuation  of  my  line 
of  battle  on  the  right,  the  two  divisions  forming 
a  continuous  line  from  the  river  to  Mountaitt 
Run,  and  in  front  of  my  encampment 

Receiving  orders  early  in  the  evening  to  do 
80,  my  division,  as  soon  as  Gkneral  Johnston  had 
cleared  the  way,  moved  tia  Stevensburg  to 
Ponv  Mountain,  where  it  arrived  at  daybre^ 

The  losses  in  the  division  were  as  foUows : 


D&nlel's  brigade  . . 
Doles'  brigade  . . . . 
Rameeiir's  brigade 
Battle's  brt^de... 
Johnstoo's  brigade 
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The  missing  reported  in  Ramseur's  brisade 
are  confined  to  the  Second  and  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  include  fourteen  wounded  meo  in 
the  hanos  of  tiie  surgeon  not  renorted  by  their 
regimental  coomianders  as  wounaed,  so  that  the 
total  wounded  is  fifty-nine  and  the  miasing  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  many  reported  missing  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  tiie  enemy,  killed  or  wounded. 
The  Second  North  Gardina,  under  its  gallant  coift- 
mander,  Lieutenan^Oolonel  Stallinga,  behaved 
ver^  handsomely.  The  loss  of  prisoners  in  this 
regiment  resulted  from  Lieutenan^Colonel  StiO- 
ings  holdingthe  reeiment  in  position  in  oitier 
to  save  the  Thirtietn,  which  had  come  to  his  r»> 
lief  on  bis  left,  he  believing  that  it  bad  engaged 
the  force  which  crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the 
ford.  The  Thirtieth  did  not  sustain  its  reputa- 
tion. It  arrived  at  the  mills  in  great  confanon, 
and  became  uncontrollable ;  its  leader.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Sillers,  behaved  gallantly  and  did  his 
duty,  but  many  of  his  men  refused  utteriy  to 
leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses  where  he  <xxMred 
the  regiment  to  fiill  back.  All  who  refased  were 
of  course  captured,  and  hence  &e  lazge  nomber 
of  prisoners  from  this  regiment  The  whole  Ime 
of  battle  was  under  artillery  fire,  and  benoe  liie 
casualties  in  the  brigades  of  Doles,  Battle^  and 
Johnston.  The  miasmg  in  the  brigades,  other 
than  Ramseur's,  were  either  deserters  or  atiag- 
glers,  probably  the  latter. 

Some  valuable  ofl&oers  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  most  distinguished  among  these  are 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  who  was 
wounded  immediately  after  his  eotranoe  upoa 
the  field,  and  Lieutenant^lonel  Sillers,  TIrirtietii 
Nor&  Carolina^  i^io,  it  was  feared,  was  mortely 
wounded. 

In  consequence  of  many  of  Ae  baggage  w«g>- 
ons  of  the  brigades  having  been  sent  after 
forage,  and  of  the  want  of  tranmoriation  m  die 
division,  a  small  amount  of  ba^;age  aad  a 
few  oooking  utensils  were  left  in  oan^  A 
statement  of  these  losses,  which  were  ferily 
slight  and  unavoidable,  was  forwarded  to  the 
commanding  General,  through  CcJooel  ChStoa. 

The  outpost  foroe  at  the  other  fiords  asBed 
herein  were  withdrawn  without  loss  wad  in 
good  order. 

Very  respectfully,  e«e^ 

R.  E.  Ronai, 
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BEPORT  Of  BRIOAKDMySKERAL  HATa 

HBADQUURvn  Hats'  Buoadi,  1 
N«Tomber  10,  1M8.        / 

MofforJ.  W.Daniel: 

Majob  :  In  purauance  of  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  mj  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  D.  P.  Penn,  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment, 
I  myself  being  engaged  in  conducting  a  court  of 
inquirr  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Skinner,  Fifty- 
second  Virginia  regiment,  left  camp  at  sunrise, 
the  sixth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  Rappa- 
humock  River,  near  the  point  where  Uie  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Baihroad  bridge  formerly  span- 
ned that  stream.  Arrived  there,  Colonel  Penn 
relieved  Walker's  brigade,  Johnston's  division, 
then  on  picket  duty.  The  regiments  of  the 
command  were  placed  in  position  in  the  follow- 
ing order :  the  Sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Cobnel 
Wflliam  Monaghan  commanding,  was  stationed 
on  the  rip;ht  of  the  works,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  nver,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance* The  Ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant^lonel  William  R.  Peck  commanding,  was 
retained  in  the  works  in  reserve.  To  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  regiment,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance,  was  placed  the  Eighth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Captain  Gusman  commanding;  the  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  reg^ent,  Colonel  F.  M.  Terry, 
being  on  the  extreme  left.  The  FifUi  Louisiana 
regiment,  Oeiptain  J.  0.  Angell  commanding, 
was  placed  on  picket,  at  a  pouit  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  river,  about  half  way  between  Nor- 
man's Ford  and  Rappahannock  Bridge,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  from  the  latter.  Between 
the  Sixth  regiment  and  the  Ninth  regiment 
were  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  Green's  battery, 
and  between  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
Ninth  regiment  were  two  other  pieces  of  the 
same  command,  these  last  two  guns  being  some- 
what to  the  right  of  a  point  in  the  works  oppo- 
site the  pontoon  bridge. 

During  the  sixth  instant,  the  enemy's  vedettes 
were  observed  just  in  advance  of  the  woods 
bordering  the  open  field,  in  front  of  the  work, 
•bout  a  mile's  distance.  There  was  no  firing 
that  day  between  the  pickets. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventh  instant,  our  vedettes  reported  a  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy's  infantiy  passing  down  the 
Warrenton  and  Fredericksburg  road,  in  the 
direction  of  the  right  of  our  line,  followed 
shortly  afterwards  by  another  body  of  infantry, 
proceeding  towards  the  same  point 

Colonel  Penn  immediately  went  to  the  ve- 
dettes' posts  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  at  a  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock^  a 
despatch  was  sent  to  MaJQ|[-General  Early,  in- 
forming him  that  the  enemyin  force, both inibn- 
try  and  cavalry,  was  advancing  and  forming 
lines  of  battle.  At  a  quarter-past  one  o'clock 
another  despatch  was  sent  to  General  Eariy.  that 
the  enemv  were  still  in  line  of  battte  in  nront, 
and  that  his  skirmishers  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  from  the  woods ;  and  that  a  large  force 
had  moved  down  the  river,  towards  our  right, 
sooompanied  by  wagops  and  ambulances.    At 


two  o'clock  the  enen^  formed  another  line  of 
battle,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
the  wood  above  mentioned.  At  this  time  tbo 
Fifth  Louisiana  re|[iment»  with  the  exception  of 
one  company  and  sixteen  men,  left  on  picket  on 
this  side  of  the  river,  at  the  point  already  indi- 
cated, rejoined  the  brigade,  and  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana 
reffiment  At  halt-past  two  o'clock  the  enemy's 
whole  line  advanced,  supported,  as  they  ap- 
peared, by  two  lines.  The  Sixth,  Eighth,  Fifth, 
and  Ninth  regiments  were  then  gradimllv  drawn 
in,  and  at  three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  fell  back 
to  the  road,  distant  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
our  works,  where  they  remained  for  half  an 
hour,  when  they  were  compelled  to  retire  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  to  fiank  them.  The 
brigade  was  then  disposed  in  the  rifle-pits.  A 
few  moments  from  this,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
from  a  four-gun  battery  on  our  left,  from  a  hiffh 
hill  which  we  had  been  forced  to  abandon  by 
the  approach  of  a  heavy  force.  Colonel  Penn 
immediately  sent  an  order  to  a  battery  on  this, 
the  southern  side  of  the  river,  to  reply,  which 
was  done  slowly,  and  with  but  little  enect  At 
four  o'clock  I  arrived  upon  ihe  field,  and  took 
command  of  the  brigade.  I  found  heavy  firing 
progressing  between  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and  our  line.  This  continued  for  an  hour,  with- 
out any  marked  result  About  half-past  lour 
o'clock,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Godwin,  crossed  the  river,  and  was 
placed  between  the  left  wing  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Fifth  regi- 
ment, to  fill  up  agap  in  our  lines,  created  by  a 
change  in  the  position  of  these  two  regiments, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  the  left  About  five  o'clock  a  battery  was 
opened  on  our  right,  and  another  opposite  our 
centre.  The  firine  from  the  enemy's  guns  on 
the  right,  left  ana  centre,  converging  on  the 
point  occupied  by  us,  was  rapid  and  vigorous, 
until  some  time  after  dark.  It  was  then  under 
cover  of  the  darkness  that  a  simultaneous  ad- 
vance was  made  of  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  centre,  the  skirmishers  were  driven  bacx, 
and  his  first  line  was  so  broken  and  shattered 
by  our  fire,  that  the  few  who  arrived  at  the 
works  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  But 
the  second  and  third  lines  continued  to  advance 
at  a  double-quick,  arms  at  a  trail,  and  a  column 
formed,  as  well  as  the  obscurity  of  the  evening 

Sermitted  me  to  descry,  by  companies,  moving 
own  the  railroad,  was  hurled  upon  our  righ^ 
which,  after  a  severe  struggle,  was  forced  back, 
leaving  the  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  charge  of  the  Ninth 
Louisiana  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taking our  guns,  but  our  centre  having  been 
broken,  and  the  two  forces  opposed  to  our 
right  and  eentre  having  joined,  rendered  the 
execution  of  my  purpose  impracticable.  Form- 
ing a  new  line  after  this  juncture,  facing  up 
the  river,  the  enemy  advanced,  moving  be- 
hind our  works  towards  our  left,  while  a  line 
which  he  had  formed  in  a  ravine  above  our 
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extreme  left,  its  (tlie  enemy's)  right  resting  on 
the  river,  moved  down  the  stream,  thos  endos- 
ing  Hoke*B  brigade,  and  the  Seventh  and  Fifth 
Louisiana  regiments,  in  a  manner  that  rendered 
esc^[>e  impossible.  My  men  continaed  at  their 
posts  in  the  works,  fighting  well  to  the  last ; 
and  it  was  only  when  the  conmi^d  was  cut  in 
two,  and  the  enemy  in  complete  possession  of 
the  entire  bill,  that  anv  thought  was  entertained 
of  fkUing  back.  Indeed,  there  was  no  effort 
made  by  any  one  in  my  command  to  recross 
the  river  until  nothing  else  remained  but  to 
surrender.  Man^  then  escaped  by  swinmiipg 
or  fording  the  nver,  and  some  few  on  the  pon- 
toon bridge. 

The  force  under  my  command  was  small, 
being  between  eight  and  nine  hundred.  That 
of  Hoke*8  brigade,  consiBting  of  three  regiments, 
was  also  smaS,  as  owing  to  the  suddenness  with 
which  it  left  camp  to  proceed  to  the  river,  many 
of  its  members  were  absent  The  force  of  the 
enemy,  I  am  confident,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand.  But  few 
of  my  InrigiBtde  were  wounded  or  killed,  owing 
to  the  enemy's  advancing  without  firing.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  loss  we  inflicted  upon  the 
attacking  force  was  heavy,  as  our  firing  was 
collected  and  steady. 

For  particulars  of  the  movements  of  Hoke's 
brigade,  and  its  casualties,  I  respectfully  refer 

gou  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tate, 
ixth  North  Garolina  regiment,  herewith  ap- 
pended, marked  **  A." 
My  loss  is  as  follows : 

Officers  killed. 0 

"       wounded ....  4 ...      2 

"       missing •• 58 

Enlisted  men  killed 2 

"  "     wounded. 14 

«  «     missing 626 

Aggregate. : 702 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Hasbt  T.  Hats, 

BrigadJer-QenewJ,  commwdtng. 


Doc.  67. 


OPEBATIOKS  in  LOWEB  LOUISIANA 

BEPOBT  OF  LKDIENANT-GENI&AL  E.  K.  81IITH. 

HBADQUlnBa  DiPiJcniBaT  TaAn-Monnrn,  \ 
BHMvroKT,  LouBURA,  November  7, 186&  / 

Oeneral  8.  Cooper^  AdftUcnU  and  Inspector-G^- 
eral,  Richtnondj  Vtroinia  : 
Gbnbbal:  Enclosed,  herewith,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  reports  of  engagements  with 
the  enemy  in  Lower  Louisiana,  tcom  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June  to  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1863, 
inclusive. 

I  am,  Oeneral,  very  respectfully. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

K  KiRBT  Smtth, 


BEPOBT  or  COMKBAL  WAUQDL 


HSADQUA 


ERB8  Waimm^m  Jkwmm,\ 
Dun,  Jnlj  M,  IMI.        / 


MqfQrR8wyei,A,A.  G^  Alesandria,  Lcl  : 

Major  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the 
forces  under  my  command  have  broken  up  the 
plantations  engaged  in  raising  cotton,  under 
Federal  leases,  from  Miliken's  Bend  to  Lake 
Providence,  capturii^  some  two  thousanl  ne- 
groes, who  have  been  restored  to  their  masters, 
with  the  exception  of  those  captured  in  arms,  ana 
a  few  the  properly  of  disloyal  citizens  of  Lo«> 
isiana.  I  consider  it  an  unfortunate  dream- 
stance  that  any  armed  negroes  were  ci^ytared, 
but  in  the  cavalry  expedition  which  broke  up 
the  plantations  below  Lake  Providence,  GoloM 
Pkursons,  commanding  two  cavalry  regimenti, 
from  the  district  of  Arkansas,  acting  under  my 
orders,  encountered  a  force  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  ne^oes  and  ^eir  three  white  office:!, 
in  a  fortifiea  position,  and  when  the  officers  pro> 
posed  to  surrender,  upon  condition  of  bemg 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  armed  ne- 

§roes  unconditionally,  Colonel  P^irsons  accepted 
le  terms.  The  position,  upon  a  high  mound, 
the  side  of  which  had  been  scarped  and  odier- 
wise  strengthened,  was  of  great  strength,  and 
would  have  cost  many  lives  and  much  predous 
time  to  have  captured  by  assault  Unaer  these 
drcumstances,  Brigadier-Oeneral  Tappaii,  who 
came  up  before  the  capitulation  was  coomm- 
mated,  approved  the  convention. 

This  was  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  and  I  bad 
made  all  my  arrangements  to  push,  the  next 
dav,  towards  Providence  and  Ashton,  sooie 
mues  above,  where  I  intended  to.establ^  ray 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy's 
transports. 

That  night  I  received  Oeneral  Taylor's  in- 
structions to  march  my  division  to  Berwidk% 
Bay.  I  immediately  returned  to  this  point  and 
had  embarked  one  of  my  brigades  on  the  lafl- 
road  train,  when  I  received  instructionB  £raB 
LieutenantC^ueral  Smith  to  remain  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

On  the  fifth  instant  Oeneral  Smith  was  here 
in  person,  and  directed  me  to  nrooeed  to  Ash- 
ton, on  the  Mississippi,  and  enaeavor  to  bloc^ 
ade  the  river  aeainst  the  enemy's  transports  and 
supply  boats.  In  accordance  with  these  instmo- 
tions,  I  marched  from  here  on  the  ninth  instanL 
The  same  morning  Getptain  Janes,  who  had  been 
sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  ddiver  a  oommuBi- 
cation  from  deneral  Tkylor  to  Oeoeral  Orant, 
returned  and  reported  the  deUvery  of  the  de- 
spatch to  the  enen^'s  pickets  at  Young's  Point 

He  brought  int^ugence,  derived  from  sources 
that  I  did  not  whoDy  credit,  that  Yicksburg  had 
cu>itulated  on  the  fourth  instant  Kot  oonstd- 
enng  this  entirely  certain,  I  continued  my  move- 
menis,  but  the  same  day  I  received  the  intelli- 
gence, unfortunately  too  well  authenticated  to 
admit  of  a  doubt  At  the  same  time  I  reodved 
instructions  from  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Smidi  to 
return  to  this  pointy  and  if  forced  to  abandon 
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the  Washita  Valley  by  superior  numbers,  to 
foil  back  on  Red  river  to  Natchitoches. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  bnming  all  the  cotton  I 
can  reach,  from  Cake  Providence  to  the  lower 
end  of  Concordia  Parish,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
leave  no  spoil  for  the  enemy.  I  have  also  in- 
stmcted  the  cavalrv  to  destroy  all  subsistence 
and  forage  on  abandoned  plantations,  that,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  river,  may  give  the  enemy 
iaoiiities  for  invasion.  When  wis  destmction 
is  eflSdcted,  I  shall  withdraw  the  greater  portion 
of  my  forces  towards  the  Wauiita  River,  to 
aame  more  heal^v  locality. 

The  ravages  of  disease  have  fearfrdly  weak« 
ened  my  force,  and  I  consider  it  essential  to  its 
fntore  nsefolness  that  it  should  be  removed 
from  here  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  Minor,  very  respectfolly, 
Tonr  obedient  servant, 
J.  G.  W 


VBOn  OF  lUJOR^ENERAL  TAYLOR. 

HBAOQDABnM  DBIUOr  WHmUl  LOUHUSA,  1 

BmnOK,  July  14. 1808.  / 
JUqfar  R  Surgd,  A.  A.  G.: 

Majob:  Tour  despatches  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  came  to  hand.  I  had  received  from 
tiew  Orleans  news  of  the  fidl  of  Vicksborg.  I 
trust  the  doubt  you  express  may  be  well  found- 
ed. Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  niuth 
instant,  literally  .from  starvation. 

The  plan  I  had  arranged  for  an  attack  on 
New  Means  fell  throu|;h,  as  soon  as  I  was 
advised  that  Walker's  division  would  not  join 
me.  My  active  force  (not  induding  the  ffamson 
of  this  place)  is  less  than  four  thousand.  That 
the  plan  referred  to  would  have  succeeded,  any 
time  before  the  ninth  instant,  I  do  not  entertain 
the  sUghtest  doubt  Whether  the  city  could 
have  been  held  is  another  question.  The  fiedl  of 
Port  Hudson,  and  the  almost  certain  fate  of 
Yioksburg,  render  mv  present  position  in  the 
Lafouche  extremely  hazardous,  and  not  to  be 
justified  on  any  military  grounds.  The  defences 
of  this  bay  are  fur  from  satis&ctory ;  and  the 
entrance  of  a  hostile  fleet  would  ruin  my  little 
army.  The  enemy  will  doubtless  throw  troops 
across  the  Atcha£uayaat  Morgan's  ferry,  twenhr- 
eight  miles  from  Washington.  He  has  abeady 
a  brigade  in  the  Qrasse  Tete.  I  cannot  hope  to 
unite  with  the  forces  now  in  north  Louisiana ; 
and  the  whole  country  between  this  point  and 
Monroe  is  open.  Since  the  coramumcations  of 
General  Johnston  led  me  to -look  forward  to  the 
fall  of  Yicksburg,  I  have  been  forming  depots 
on  the  line  from  Lafayette  to  Niblett's  blu£ 
In  ease  I  abandon  this  country,  I  expect  to  fol- 
low this  line,  and  vou  will  lay  your  plans  re- 
garding the  limited  amount  of  public  property 
at  Alexandria  accordingly.  I  send,  to-day,  a 
staff  ofiBcer  to  Morgan^  ferry,  to  watch  and 
report  the  enemv's  movements.  The  reports 
will  be  forwardea  also  to  you.  You  will  take 
steps  to  secure,  early  and  accurate  information 
of  the  enemy's  movements  on  lower  Red  River 
uiid  at  Simmsport    Where  is  Qeneral  Polignac's 


brigade  t  Is  it  armed  and  ready  for  service  ? 
At  junction  of  the  Huffpower  and  Boeuf,  or  on 
the  latter,  near  Washington,  as  the  enemy  may 
move,  would  be  the  pk^  for  it  Communicate 
the  contents  of  this  to  department  headouarters, 
I  have  no  staff  officer  with  me,  and  am  fatigued 
and  jaded  bevond  description. 

Respectnilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Tatlob, 

ll^or-General. 

P.  iSl— Nothing  of  the  boats,  which  left  Alex- 
andria on  the  seventh  ultimo.  Afraid  they  have 
come  to  grief  on  the  Atcha&laya. 

.     R.  T. 

M.  0. 

MAJOft  SuBon, 

A.  A.G. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement: 

HiADOVASBM  DBincr  Wbro  Locauii,  1 
AiBLumsu,  July  17, 1888.  / 

RespecfuDy  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding,  with  the 
remark,  that  the  boats  of  which  Grenerai  Taylor 
speaks  in  the  P.  S.,  met  the  enemy's  gunboats 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  and  returned 
safely  to  this  post 

E.  BUBQBT, 

A.  A.  0. 


HlABQD^ 


DiRiaor  WnraBir  Locnuiri,  > 
LifOVBCBB,  July  18, 1868  y 

BrigadUr-Oeneral  W.  R  Boggs,  Chief  of  8kff: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  a 
brilliant  success  gained  by  a  portion  of  my 
forces  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Green,  over  Weitzel  and  Dwight  The  enemy, 
over  four  thousand  strong,  advanced  to^y,  six 
miles  from  Donaldsville,  where  he  was  met  by 
Grenerai  Green,  with  his  own  and  a  part  of 
Major's  brigade  (in  all  twelve  hundred  men),  and 
driven  from  the  field,  with  a  loss  of  about  five 
hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  some  three 
hundred  prisoners,  three  pieces  of  artiUery, 
many  small  arms,  and  the  nag  of  a  New  York 
regiment  The  gallant  and  noble  Gk-een  dis- 
pdounted  from  his  horse,  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  old  regiment,  captured  the  enemy's 
guns,  and  drove  his  forces  into  the  fort,  and 
under  the  guns  of  the  fleet  In  the  generalship 
and  daring  of  the  commander,  and  the  devotion 
of  the  troops,  this  action  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  I  hffve  witnessed  during  the  war. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Taylor, 

BEPGBX  or  BRIOADIER-GENERAL  GREEK. 

FoiD  AHD  XUmpon  PLAnAUKMr,!       . 
Sfttorday,  June  2T,  1888.        / 

General  Moim>if :  I  have  been  all  the  morning 
collecting  together  all  the  information  relative 
to  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  defences  of 
Donaldsonville.    After  travelling  all  night  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


750 


REBELLION    BEOORD,    ISGi^fb. 


arrived  here  at  sunrise  this  morning,  eight- or 
nine  miles  from  Donaldsonville. 

I  learn  from  citizens  that  the  fort  contains 
from  three  to  five  hundred  Yanjsees,  and  that 
there  are  five  gonhoats  there  now.  The  approach 
to  the  fort  is  through  an  open  plain,  nme  hun- 
dred yards,  and  the  ditch  around  it  is  sixteen 
feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  deep,  making  it  im- 
possible to  scale  it,  except  bv  having  strong 
plank  or  suitable  ladders.  I  have  had  a  fml 
consultation  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  not  the  best 
thing  to  be  governed  by).  They  think  that  an 
attempt  to  storm  will  be  attended  with  great  loss, 
and  no  adequate  benefit,  even  if  successful,  and 
this  is  my  opinion.  The  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  to  annoy  and  take,  if  possible,  the 
enemy's  transports,  can  be  better  and  more 
safely  done  by  taking  a  position  below  Donald- 
sonville. I  am  making  a  bridge  of  sugar  coolers 
at  this  camp  to  cross  one  regiment,  ii^»nding 
to  swim  the  horses.  I  wiU  push  that  regiment 
close  upon  Donaldson,  throwing  pickets  upon 
the  river.  I  am  about  sending  another  regiment 
down  on  this  side,  near  the  fort,  throwing  pickets 
above  where  the  river  can  be  seen.  My  pickets 
above  and  below  will  be  able  to  see  wW  num- 
ber of  gunboats  there  are  at  the  fort,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  fire  the  bridge  during  the  day  so  that  I 
can  get  artillery  on  the  Mississippi.  With  one 
rifle  section  I  can  make  the  transports  coming 
up  retreat  Come  down  and  take  command.  1 
want  you  badly,  as  I  do  not  know  fully  what 
are  your  views,  and  would  not  like  to  tsike  any 
steps  in  conflict  with  them.  Until  I  came  down 
here,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  position,  strength,  or 
feasibUi^  of  taking  the  fort,  or  the  value  when 
taken.  I  thmk  now  the  fort  can  be  rendered 
nugatory  by  taking  a  position  below  it  Adopt- 
ing the  latter  view  will  induce  the  Yankees  very 
probably  to  abandon  the  fort  or  come  out  and 
fight  us. 

Gome  down  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Yours,  Gbben. 

A  true  copy : 

John  M.  Avkrt, 

First  Lieutenant  and  A.  D.  C. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HuDQUAsms  DBracr  Wrava  Lomsuuri,) 
TmnODKACXVIUJi,  Jolj  0, 1868.         ) 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  reply  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mouton  approving  the  views  of 
General  Green  as  to  turning  the  4brt  was  not 
received  by  the  latter  officer  until  tiie  attack 
had  been  made. 

R.  Taylor, 
MfOor-General  commanding. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIGADIEH-GENERAL  OREEN. 

HKADQOBnnts  Fnm  Oatalrt  Bna&ni,) 

Camp  oir  La  Foubcbb,  ukab  Paba  Court,  >- 

JoljS,  186S.       j 

Mqfor  Louis  Buth,   A.   A.    Omeral,    Tkiho- 
deaux: 
Major:  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  Gene- 


ral Mouton,  commanding,  of  the  twenty-sixlli  nlti- 
mo,  dated  at  Thibodeauxville,  commanding  me  to 
take  possession  of  the  Federal  fort  at  Donald- 
sonville, I  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Thibo- 
deanx  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  with  Hutle- 
man's,  Shannon^  and  Herbert's  regiments  of  my 
brigade,  and  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips,  of  Colofnl 
Major's  brigade,  and  Semmes'  battery.  After 
marching  the  entire  ni^t,  I  encamped  ta  nine 
miles  of  the  fort,  about  sunrise  the  next  moni- 

Doring  the  twenty-seventh  I  rested  our  jaded 
troops  and  horses,  getting  all  the  information 
which  could  be  procured  in  relation  to  the  ntu- 
ation  of  the  fort,  its  force,  defences,  etc  I  pboed 
a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Lafourche,  made  of 
sugar  coolers,  and  crossed  over  Stone's  regimcBtt 
to  the  east  of  the  bayou,  and  ordered  him  to 
advance  towards  Donaldsonville,  on  that  bank. 
and  attract  Uie  attentirm  of  the  enemv,  and  \t 
possible,  to  attack  him  on  that  side.  With  tiie 
balance  of  the  command,  I  advanced  during  the 
nieht  of  the  twenty-seventh  to  within  one  aod  a 
hiJf  miles  of  the  fort,  where  I  dismounted  the 
command.  Having  determined  on  the  phua  of 
attack,  I  called  the  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments together,  and  expkined  to  them  specifi- 
cally the  position  each  one  was  to  oociq»y  m  the 
assault 

Mi^'or  Shannon,  of  ^e  Fifth  T.  M.  Y.,  was  to 
perform  a  circuit  around  the  fort,  reach  the  Mis- 
sissippi a  mile  above,  and  advance  down  ttie 
levee  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers  set  in 
the  ground  between  the  levee  and  the  water's 
edge,  and  there  make  an  entrance.  Colonel 
Hardeman,  wi^  the  Fomih  T.  M.  V.,  was  to  move 
up  the  bayou  road,  along  the  levee  of  tiie  La- 
fourche, and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  fire  opened 
by  Shannon  or  a  fire  opened  by  the  enemy,  to 
assault  the  fort  at  the  water's  edge,  aloi^  ^ 
stockade,  and  simultaneously  with  8hazm<m«to 
make  an  entrance  through  the  stockade,  aad 
with  Shannon,  assault  tiie  garrison  icric^ift.  hand 
to  hand.  Both  Shannon  and  Hard^nan  were 
charged  tluit  they  were  expected  to  take  the 
fort,  while  Phillips,  Lane,  and  Herbert,  with  their 
regiments,  were  to  envelop  the  works,  movii^ 
up  around  them  to  the  brink  of  the  ditch,  shooU 
ing  down  the  cannoniers  and  their  si^>porten 
from  the  ramparts  at  a  distsnoe  oi  only  six- 
teen or  eighteen  feet 

After  a  ndl  explanation  to  the  oommaadinff  offi- 
cers of  regiments  of  theplan  of  attKk,  and  fur- 
nishing Shannon  and  ^rdeman  with  guidea, 
and  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  three  regi- 
ments which  were  to  envelop  the  fort,  I  moved 
Shannon  and  Hardeman  forward.  Waiting  a 
short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  fire  frxm  the 
circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Mississippi  above, 
I  moved  the  column  which  was  to  Mivekp  ik^ 
ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  bead.  Before 
this  column  had  advanced  to  the  place  intended 
for  it,  preparatory  to  the  assault.  Major  flh»«nnn, 
of  the  Fifdi  Texas,  encountered  tl^  pickets  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  fire  from  above  was  opened 
upon  him  by  the  artillery  of  die  fort  and  from 
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two  eunboats  in  the  river.  He  advanced  down 
the  levee  of  the  Mississippi,  next  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers 
behind  the  levee,  driving  the  enemy  from  tiie 
stockade  and  firing  upon  them  through  their 
own  port  holes.  He  pushed  a  portion  of  his  men 
over  their  works  (the  men  helping  each  other 
over),  the  balance  of  his  men  moved  around  the 
stockade  through  the  water,  which  was  shallow, 
into  the  fort  Hearing  the  small  arms  of  Major 
Shannon  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery,  I  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Colonel  PhiiUps, 
at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel  Major, 
made  a  circuit  of  the  fort,  and,  with  most  of 
his  men  and  officers,  made  our  entrance  into  the 
fort  with  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth ;  Colonel  Her- 
bert, with  the  Seventh,  enveloped  the  ditch  as 
directed.  The  fight  was  desperately  contested 
on  every  part  of  toe  groundf.  Colonel  Hardeman, 
with  the  Fourth  Texas,  being  unable  to  control 
his  guide,  was  delayed  in  his  attack  on  tiie 
stockade  on  the  Lafourche  side  until  nearly  day- 
light, but  his  casualties  show  with  what  deter- 
mined courage  that  veteran  regiment  stood  its 
ground  after- it  came  into  action.  By  some  mis- 
take Colonel  Lane's  regiment  did  not  get  into 
action.    He  was  waiting  for  and  expecting  a 

fuide,  while  I  supposed,  and  was  informed,  ttiat 
e  was  at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel 
Major.  There  is  no  blame  attached  to  Colonel 
Lane  for  the  mistake. 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  two  o'clock 
A.  M.,  being  before  daylight,  for  the  pmrpose,  of 
preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  ad- 
vance. The  colunms  of  attack,  of  Shannon 
above  and  Hardeman  below,  were  expected  to 
move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the 
artillery  and  musketry  of  tkie  fort,  until  they 
reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds  on  the  margin 
of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a 
full  view  of  them  by  the  gunboats.  Shannon 
succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or 
no  loss,  and  he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entermg  on 
the  same  side)  would  doubtless  have  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee, 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  or  information.  All 
my  guides)  and  some  of  them  resided  within 
two  miles  of  the  fort)  assured  me  that  when  we 
got  through  the  stockade  between  the  levee  and 
the  river,  we  had  an  open  way  into  the  fort 
without  impediment  other  than  the  bayonets  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  not  repulsed  and  never 
would  have  been  until  we  found,  after  getting 
into  the  stockade,  there  was  yet  a  ditch  to  cross, 
running  in  front  of  and  parallel  with  the  river, 
and  no  means  whatever  on  hand  to  cross  it  At 
this  ditch  a  most  desperate  fight  ensued  between 
ihe  commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the 
enemy.  Our  men  here  used  brickbats  upon  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  Eillough  and  Lieutenant  Land  and 
other  officers  and  men  were  wounded  on  their 
heads  with  bricks,  thrown  by  the  enemy,  which 
had  first  been  thrown  by  our  men.  There  never 
was  more  desperate  courage  displayed  than  was 


shown  by  our  men  engaged  in  this  assault  The 
enemy  have  been  shown  an  example  of  desper- 
ate courage  which  will  not  be  without  its  effect. 
But  for  the  false  information  io  relation  to  that 
part  of  the  fort  fronting  the  river,  it  would  most 
certainly  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Had  we 
known  of  the  existence  of  this  ditch  we  would 
have  been  prepared  to  have  crossed  it 

We  fougnt  from  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  until  day- 
light, without  intermission,  and  our  dead  and 
wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault 

The  garrison  contained  between  five  and  six 
hundred  Federals,  our  assaulting  party  engaged 
was  about  eight  hundred  strong. 

At  daylight  I  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking 
permission  to  pick  up  our  wounded  and  bury 
our  dead,  which  was  refused ,  as  I  expected.  My 
object  in  sending  a  flag  so  early  was  to  get  away 
a  great  number  of  our  men  who-  had  found  a 
liUle  shelter  near  the  enemy's  w(»ks,  and  who 
would  have  been  inevitably  taken  prisoners.  I 
must  have  saved  one  hundred  men  by  instruct- 
ing my  flag  of  truce  officer,  as  he  approached 
the  fort,  to  order  our  troops  still  there  away. 

We  mourn  the  fell  of  many  of  our  bravest 
and  best  officers  and  men ;  unon^  the  former 
are  Major  Shannon,  Captain  Ra^saale,  Lieuten- 
ants Starb^  and  Cole,  of  the  Fifth,  Major  Red- 
ley,  of  Phillips'  regiment,  and  A.  Cartwright, 
of  the  Fourth,  and  others. 

ThQ  fort  was  much  stronger  than  it  was  rep- 
resented to  be,  or  than  we  expected  to  find  it 
Had  it  fallen  into  our  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  with 
a  little  work  on  it,  we  would  have  held  it 
against  all  the  gunboats  below  Port  Hudson.  Its 
capture  and  occupation  would  doubtless  have 
caused  great  uneasiness  and  inconvenience  to 
the  Federal  army  besieging  that  fortress.  In 
this  river  much  risk  was  justified  in  its  attempt- 
ed capture. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in  this 
assault 

Colonel  Major,  commanding  the  second  oav* 
airy  brigade,  lead  the  head  of  the  column  en- 
veloping the  fort,  carrjdng  his  men  to  the  ditch 
amidst  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  in  the  most 
dauntless  manner,  and  where  he  was  himself 
wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  lamented  Shannon  and 
his  officers.  Colonel  Phillips  and  his  officers,  and 
Colonel  Herbert  and  his  officers,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  officers  whose  conduct  came  under  my  ob- 
servation, is  above  all  praise. 

My  own  staff  came  niUy  up  to  my  expecta- 
tions. Captfitin  C.  B.  Sheppard,  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  and  my  volunteer  Aids,  W.  G.  Wilking 
and  Leander  McAnelley,  rendered  me  good  ser- 
vice, and  behaved  themselves  as  they  had  on 
former  occasions,  with  coolness  and  coiurage. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  caBualties--^ull 
reports  showing  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, are  enclosed. 

Fourth  Texas  cowa^— Killed,  two ;  wounded, 
twen^-three  ;  missing,  three — ^twenty-eight 

Fifik  Texas  cavalry — ^Killed,  twelve  ;  wound- 
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ed,  in  hands  of  tiie  enemy,  eighteen ;  wounded, 
present,  twenty;  missing,  lorty-nine— ninety- 
nine. 

8nenih  Texas  Cbwo&^y— Killed,  six ;  wound- 
ed, twenty-seven ;  missing,  forty-two— seventy- 
five. 

Stone^B  Regimefa — Killed  (no  wounded  or 
missing),  one. 

Lcme's  Begimeni—^o  killed,  wounded,  or 
missing. 

PAt/ZtjM'iSo7tfii6n^--Killed, eighteen;  wound- 
ed, eighteen ;  missing,  twenty-one— -fifty-seven. 

Total  casualties,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  Gbbbx, 

BrtgxUer-Qeneral,  commniMUng. 


Ba>art  of  CasuoHHm  in  ike  First  and  Second  Cavdbry  Brigades  in  the  Assault  upon  Iknuddso^ 

tnOe,  June  28, 1863. 


Upon  ^e  foregoing  report  was  the  foUowin^ 
endorsement: 

HSADQITIRRRS  DSIlOCr  WWOEKK  LODHUSA,  I 

Thibodbauxviil^  inly  6,  1S63L         / 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Personal  observa- 
tion satisfies  me  that  if  the  guide  of  Hi^OToan's 
raiment  had  not  failed  to  conduct  it  to  the  fort, 
its  capture  would  have  been  accomplished.  No 
engagement  during  the  war  has  illustrated  more 
signally  the  desperate  valor  of  Confederate 
troops  than  the  attack  of  this  position,  althoagh 
the  attack  may  have  been,  in  some  respects,  an 
unadvised  one.  I  am  not  disposed  to  attach  the 
slightest  censure  to  so  gallant  a  soldier  as  Gene- 
ral  Green,  whose  disposition  it  is  to  attack  the 
enemy  wherever  he  finds  him. 

R.  Tatlok, 

lbgor-GcD6nl,c 
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Fifth  l^zM  Oivalir/. 

So  veitth  Texas  GavaUy • 

or  the  wouMtod,  tUgki  m  bIm- 

Phillips'  rogiment 

tag. 

Stone^i  regTment 
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200 

KIDed,  wooutod,  and  miMli^ 

BBPORT  OF  BBI0AI1IEEU3ENERAL  MOPTOK. 

BjusiqoAKrmm  Vanam  Soom  of  R»  Rim,  \ 
l^iiBODiAiTX,  La.,  Joljr  4,  1808.        / 

Mqfar  R  Surget,  A.  A.  Q.,  District  Western 
Louisiana: 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Ma- 
ior-General  R.  Taylor,  commanding  District  of 
Western  Louisiana,  on  tlie  twenty-second  day  of 
June,  after  surmounting  difficulties  amounting  to 
almost  impossibilities,  I  succeeded  in  collecting 
some  thir^-seven  skiffs  and  other  row-boats, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  with  a  view  to 
co-operate,  from  the  west  side  of  the  Atchafala- 
ya,  with  Colonel  Major's  command,  then  on  the 
Lafourche.  An  expedition,  numbering  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  gallant  vohinteers  firom 
the  different  regiments  under  my  command, 
under  the  gallant  Major  Sherod  Hunter,  of  Bay- 
lor's regiment,  started  at  six  o'clock  p.  m.  to  turn 
tJie  enemy's  stronghold  at  Brashear  City.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Qreen,  with  the  Fifth  Texas 
mounted  volunteers,  the  Second  Louisiana  cav- 
aliT,  Waller's  Texas  battalion,  and  the  Valverde 
and  Nicholls'  batteries,  advanced  under  cover 
of  night,  to  opposite  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
Seventh  Texas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert  oom- 


'I'uoMAS  Green, 

Brigadler-CtaMnI, 


manding,  the  Fourth  Texas,  LieutenaniColonel 
Hampton,  and  Baylor's  r^ments,  were  thrown 
across  the  Atchafalaya  to  Gibbons'  Island  dur- 
ing the  night  General  Green  was  to  attimt^  the 
enemy's  attention  and  fire,  while  the  troops  on 
Gibbons'  Island  were  to  be  thrown  across  to  the 
support  of  Major  Hunter,  as  soon  as  the  boats 
returned  from  the  latter's  landins"  point,  in  rear 
of  the  enemy's  position.  Everytnmg  remained 
quiet ;  and  the  enemy  were  aware  6f  our  pnr> 
pose  only  when  awakened  by  the  shots  from  the 
Valverde  battery.  The  enemy's  whole  atteotioa 
was  drawn  to  General  Green's  position — the 
land  batteries  concentrating  their  fire  upon  him, 
while  their  eunboat  shamefully  retreated  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action.  At  about  half-past  six 
A.  M.  of  the  twenty-third,  the  shouts  from  Hun* 
ter's  partv  were  heard  in  the  rear  of  the  railroad 
depot  Our  gallant  men  charged  the  enemy's 
guns,  one  after  the  other ;  and  when  they  arrived 
near  the  main  fort  (Buchanan),  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered without  a  struggle.  The  enemy  surreii- 
dered  a  force  of  over  twelve  hundred  men, 
strongly  posted  and  intrenched,  and  eleven 
heavy  guns— all  protected  by  a  gunboat — ^to  a 
force  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  men.    Oar 
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loM  WBB  two  killed  and  eighteen  woonded.  The 
amount  of  qnartermaster,  commiasary,  and  ord- 
nance stores  is  very  large.  Onr  troops  crossed 
the  bay  as  rapidly  as  possibW,  but  were  delayed 
on  aoconnt  of  want  of  transportation — nothing 
largOT  than  skifb  conld  be  had.  As  rapidly  as 
possible  General  Green  was  ordered  to  the 
Bayous  Ramos  and  Boenf,  to  capture  those  of 
ihe  enemy  who  had  escaped,  and  also  to  pre- 
Tent  them  from  burning  the  bridges,  locomo- 
tives, and  cars.  Unfortunately  they  had  already 
destroyed  the  railroad  and  waffon  bridge  over 
the  Ramos,  and  had  retired  to  the  Boeuf. 
Our  troops  pushed  on,  ^and  at  daylight 
of  the  twenfy-fourth,  me  enemy  surren- 
dered to  a  sooutinff  party  under  the  command  of 
General  Green*s  £knng  scout,  McAnaliy.  The 
force  censisted  of  four  hundred  and  tlurty-five 
officers  and  men,  three  si^ejB;un8,and  a  twelve- 
pounder  flrun.  At  this  point  General  Green's  and 
Uolonel  Major's  command  connected.  Their 
troops  were  pushed  forward  to  the  Thibodeauz 
and  Lafourche  railroad-<sros8ing,  capturing  twen- 
ty-five Federal  sick  and  wounded  and  four  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  troops  marched  to 
Donaldsonville.    On  the  twenty-eighth,  at  one 

S'dock  A.M.,  the  fort  (Butler)  was  attacked ;  and 
i  daylight,  after  the  most  desperate  struggle,  we 
were  repulsed,  with  two  huncfred  and  sixtrV  casu- 
alties. Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  gallantry 
and  devotion  of  the  brave  men  who  stormed 
this  stronghold.  Colonel  PhiUins,  Ideutaiant- 
Golonel  Shannon,  and  Major  Rioley  are  among 
the  missing.  Thev  fell  in  a  desperate  hand-to- 
hand  fight ;  but  I  hope  they  are  only  wounded. 
As  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  campaign  was 
to  take  possession  of  the  Mississippi,  I  immedi- 
ately threw,  by  roads  passing  tm^ugh  planta- 
tions, troops  on  the  nver  bank.  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  on  the  third  instant,  the 
Federal  transport  Huville  was  badly  cripjded 
by  Colonel  Hardeman's  regiment  and  the  rifle 
section  of  Semmes'  battery.  To-day  one  section 
attacked  the  flag-ship  Monon^thela.  The  work 
is  goinff  on  bravely.  While  General  Green  and 
Coloner  Major  were  marching  upon  Donaldson- 
ville, Major  Boone,  with  Wsuler's  battaUon  and 
Perron's  regiment,  pushed  on  to  Raceland,  and 
thence  to  the  Des  Allemands,  at  which  ktter 
place  the  enemy  had  abandoned  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery and  burned  the  railroad  bridge.  Maior 
Boone,  with  his  usual  energy,  swam  some  of  his 
horses  and  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  from 
Boulton  station.  But  his  force  being  sinall,  he 
had  to  return  to  the  Des  Allemands. 

This,  Major,  covers  the  whole  field  of  opera- 
tions on  the  west  side  of  the  bay.  The  other 
part  of  the  operations,  under  ihe  accomplished 
and  gallant  soldier,  Colonel  Major,  will  be  found 
in  his  enclosed  report 

The  conduct  of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major, 
Major  Hunter,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
them,  is  bcfyond  all  praise,  and  deserves  the 
thanks  of  ihe  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
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of  my  staff  for  their  energy  and  fiuthf ul  per 
formanoe  of  aU  the  arduous  duties  imposed  upoa 
them — Major  Louis  Bush,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Watt,  Aide-de^Jamp ; 
Captain  A.  Schruber,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Mtgor 
R.  W.  Sanders,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  iad 
Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  Chief  of  Artillery,  who 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  I  wiU  again,  in  this 
report,  particularlv  mention  Private  Alfred  Pu- 
seiin,  to  v^ose  indomitable  energy  and  devotion 
to  duty  I  owe  mostly  the  successful  collecting  of 
boats  for  Mi^or  Hunter's  expedition. 

Accompanying  this  report  please  find  those 
of  General  Green,  Colonel  Mi^r,  and  M%jor 
Hunter. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOUTOK. 
BrlguUflr<G«Der»l,  oommimdinf. 


Upon  the  foregoing  report  ^ 
endorsement: 


the  following 


Hbaoquakrrs  DBBmoT  WwBms  Louisuiri, ) 
IteBODBAUxnixB,  Joly  0, 1M8.        } 

The  zeid.  eneigy.'and  ardor  manifested  by 
Brigadier-GeneraT  Mouton,  conmianding  forces 
south  of  Red  River,  merit  the  highest  praise. 
The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Green  fully 
justified  the  high  expectations  which  I  had 
formed,  based  upon  we  previous  services  of 
this  officer  in  the  field,  under  my  own  obser- 
vations. 

R.  Tatlob. 

BEPOBT  of  colonel  KAJOR. 

BuBQUAxma  ftoonD  Caw ammt  Bmum,  ) 
Near  Napouomtilui,  Jane  80, 1808.      / 

Mcqor  Lewis  Bush,  A.  A.  Q. : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol^ 
lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
since  June  tenth,  pursuant  to  orders  received 
from  your  headquarters, dated  eighth  instant: 

I  left  Washington  on  the  tenm,  and  arrived 
at  Morgan's  Ferry,  on  the  Atdiaftdaya,  on  the 
eleventh.  I  was  detained  theje  one  day,  in 
making  preparations  to  cross  the  river,  the  en- 
tire command,  owing  to  conflicting  orders,  not 
arriving  until  the  fourteenth,  and  on  the  fifteenth 
I  movM  for  Hermitage;  airived  within  five 
miles  the  same  night,  foimd  the  Inrid^  burned 
across  Bayou  Serut,  halted  until  daylight,  then 
moved  on  Waterloo,  four  miles  above  Hermit- 
age. The  enem^  were  reinforced  from  Banks' 
army  at  Port  Hudson.  I  made  demonstrations 
of  an  attack  during  the  day ;  at  night  drove  in 
the  enemv's  pickets,  and,  under  cover  of  dark* 
ness,  withdrew  my  f<»ce,  leaving  a  strong 
picket  force  in  the  rear,  and  movea  for  Grosse 
Tete. 

On  the  seventeenth,  went  down  Grosse  Tete 
to  Rosedale;  fed  horses  and  men.  At  dark 
started  for  Indian  village ;  arrived  at  two  a.  m., 
on  eighteenth.  Crossed  t^hillips'  r^ment,  who 
made  a  dash  into  Plaquemine,  taking  eighty- 
seven  prisoners,  burning  three  fine  steamers, 
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two  steam  flats,  one  himdred  bales  of  cotton, 
and  capturing  a  large  quantity  of  conuniBsary 
stores. 

There  were  no  £EtcilitieB  for  crossing  Bayou 
Plaqnemine ;  it  took  until  five  p.  m .  to  cross  the 
entire  brigade.  At  six  p.  m.  started  down  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  at  daylight  on  the  nineteenth 
arrived  at  Bayou  Goula.  In  marching  down 
the  river,  tiiree  large  gunboats  passed  the 
column,  and  did  not  discover  us ;  as  an  attack 
on  Ihem  would  have  given  our  locality,  which  I 
was  anxious  to  cono^,  I  allowed  tiiem  to  pass 
unmolested.  At  Bayou  Ooula  took  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  stores,  destroyed  Federal 
plantations,  recaptured  over  one  Uiousand  ne- 
groes, stolen  bv  banks  from  phmters  living  in 
St  Lancbry  and  Bapids  parishes;  found  wem 
starving  ,  and  in  great  destitution ;  kept  the 
men  and  left  women  and  children.  Heard  that 
a  Federal  force  was  intrenched  in  strong  works 
at  I^onaldsonville,  and  conceiving  tiiat  ii  I  took 
the  place,  it  would  be  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life, 
and  unable  to  hold  it  against  the  gunboats,  and 
believing  I  could  opery^te  to  better  advantage 
on  the  river  below  in  cuttiqg  oflf  Banks'  supplies 
from  New  Orleans,  I  made  a  feint  on  the  fort, 
and  at  dark  sent  a  portion  of  Lane's  and  Phil- 
lips' regiments,  under  Colonel  Lane,  through 
the  swamp  direct  to  Thibodeaux,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  the  place,  possession  of  the  rail- 
road, and  cut  the  telegraph  wires.  At  midnight 
I  witiidrew  the  remaming  force,  and  moved  to 
Thibodeaux.  Found  that  the  cut-off  road  had 
been  blockaded  by  Federals,  and  pronounced 
entirely  impracticable  for  artillery.  Sent  a 
party  of  nejafroes,  with  a  guard,  under  Lieuten- 
ant West,  of  Semmes'  battenr,  to  open  it,  and  by 
ten  o'clock  on  the  twentieth  passed  my  entire 
column  through  I  moved  on  to  the  Lafourche, 
striking  it  six  miles  below  Donaldsonville ;  here 
made  another  feint  on  the  fort,  and  at  ni^ht 
moved  down  the  Lafourche.  At  Paincourtville 
received  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Lane,  stating 
he  had  captured  the  town,  taking  one  hundred 
and  forty  prisoners  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
also  a  small  force  at  Terrebonne  station,  and 
that  there  was  a  force  in  a  strong  position,  with 
artillery,  at  Lafourche  crossing.  I  pushed  on 
and  arrived  at  Thibodeaux  at  3)^  p.  m.,  on  the 
twenty-first  Pickets  reported  reinforcements 
from  New  Orleans,  during  the  ni^t,  and  at  sun 
up  reported  the  enemy  advancmg.  I  posted 
Peon's  regiment  Wesfs  battery,  ana  two 
squadrons  of  cavaiiy  on  the  east  bank  of  ^e  La- 
fourche, and  moved  them  down  towards  the  rail- 
road bridge.  Lane,  Stone,  and  PhiUips  weroN 
posted  at  Terrebonne  station,  and  i^ey  were 
moved  forward  to  Lafourche  crossing.  The 
enemy  fell  back,  and  my  pursuit  was  checked  by 
one  of  the  heaviest  rains  1  ever  saw  fall;  it 
rained  until  five  p.  m .,  and  having  only  ihiitv 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man  when  I  started, 
and  not  over  one  hundred  cartridge  boxes  in 
the  entire  conmiand,  my  ammunition  was  nearly 
all  ruined,  and  I  found  mysdf  with  an  enemy 


in  front,  rear,  and  on  the  flank,  with  ovlj  three 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man.  I  curected 
Pyron,  as  soon  as  it  stopped  raining^  to  strength- 
en his  pickets  and  feel  the  enemy,  find  his  posi- 
tion and  test  his  strengtti,  giving  him  some  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter.  He  advanced  his  piokete, 
driving  the  enemy  into  his  stronghold,  and  tben 
charged  his  works,  taki^^  four  guns,  and  caus- 
ing a  gpreat  many  of  the  Federals  to  surrender ; 
but  night  had  oome  on,  it  was  very  dark,  the 
ammunition  nearly  all  gone,  and  just  at  that  mo- 
ment a  train  with  about  three  hundred  freaii 
men  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and  Pyron  was 
forced  to  retire  frqm  a  position  won  by  a  dariw 
assault)  unequalled,  I  tlunk,  in  this  war.  HadI 
known  his  intention  to  assault  the  works,  I 
could  have  sent  him  such  reinforcements  as 
would  have  insured  success.  Pyron's  streoglfa 
in  the  attack  was  two  hundred  and  six,  the 
enemv's  force,  reported  by  themselves,  was  over 
one  thousand. 

The  next  day,  twenty-second,  it  rained  i^^ain, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  dry  my  ammuni- 
tion, and  not  hearii^  anything  from  our  fences 
at  Berwick's  Bay,  knowing  that  I  had  only  one 
avenue  by  which  to  connect  with  Gleneral 
Green's  brigade,  and  that  the  enemy  were  in- 
trenched on  the  route  at  Bayou  Boeuf,  and  ^ 
Brashear  City,  that  their  forces  at  those  poinft 
were  greater  than  mine,  besides  the  advantage 
of  position,  and  in  consequence  I  would  be 
compelled  to  cut  my  way  to  Berwick's  Bay,  on- 
less  General  Oreen  cut  towards  me,  I  therefore 
refrained  from  attacking  with  my  whole  force, 
the  enemy  at  Lafourche  crossing,  although  I 
could  certainly  have  demolished  him ;  and  the 
temptation  was  great  to  revenge  tiie  death  of 
those  gallant  men  who  feU  in  Pyron's  assanlt 
I  then  gave  the  order  to  march  on  Braahear  City. 
The  movement  began  at  nigh^fa]L  Making  de- 
monstrations of  a  night  attack,  and  opening  a 
heavy  fire  on  their  position  with  my  artilkny,  I 
withdrew  my  force  and  commenced  mardiing  at 
nine  p.  m.,  moving  all  night  I  arrived  at  Qn- 
chahoula  station  just  before  dawn  on  the 
twenty-third,  and  at  the  same  instant  heard, 
with  no  little  pleasure,  the  cannonade  at 
Brashear. 

I  rested  my  command  two  hours,  feeding  the 
horses  and  men,  and  arrived  at  Bayou  Boeuf  at 
4:20  p.  M.,  havinff  driven  in  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  for  six  miles.  I  at  once  took  poeseasion 
of  the  east  bank,  the  enemy  being  intreuched 
on  the  opponte  bai^  Made  a  recounoisaance 
of  his  position  and  began  crossing  at  two  a.  il, 
on  the  twenty-fourth.  At  daylight,  bad  Lane 
and  Stone  entirely  surrounding  the  fort,  while 
Phillips,  Pyron,  and  the  artilleTy  were  posted  in 
front  on  the  eastern  bank.  Just  as  I  had  ar- 
ranged to  open  from  my  batteries,  I  discovered 
a  white  flag  flying  from  a  large  house  near  the 
crossing,  and,  on  sending  to  inquire  the  reason^ 
was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  fort  had  sur- 
renderea  to  General  Mouton,  whtee  advance 
was  five  miles  off  on  Bayou  Ramos— «  sooutiBg 
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parly,  under  General  Green's  intrepid  scont, 
if cAnally,  being  the  only  foroe  of  their  com- 
mand near,  and  to  him  the  flags  were  delivered. 
The  colonel  (Federal),  however,  on  my  asking 
to  what  force  he  had  surrendered,  said  to  mine, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  portion  of  Mouton's,  who 
had  made  a  previous  demand  for  surrender,  and 
seeing  McAnaDy  had  sent  to  him  a  white  flag. 
I  mention  this  merely  to  show  that,  altiiou^ 
the  flags  were  delivered  to  others,  the  surrender 
was  in  fact  to  mv  force,  and  the  gallant  General 
Green  waived  the  honor  of  the  capture  to  me. 
The  prisoners  here  captured  were  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  four  guns,  ammunition,  small 
arms,  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and 
about  three  thousand  negroes.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  tiie  gallant  band 
who  comprise  the  second  cavalry  brigade,  who, 
without  murmur,  shared  in  the  triaJs  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  so  extended  and  rapid  a  march 
through  country  occupied  bv  the  enemy,  passing 
many  sleepless  nights  and  ntsting  days,  subsist- 
ing through  the  entire  march  on  one  ration  per 
day,  and  averaging  but  three  hours  of  rest  in 
every  twentv-fonr.  To  the  citizens  on  the  route 
I  have  to  acknowledge  many  favors,  who  gener- 
ously furnished  the  infantry  with  transportation, 
until  I  mounted  them  upon  animals  captured 
from  the  plantations  cultivated  by  the  Fedenl 
authorities.  This  command,  composed  of  in- 
fantry, artiflery,  and  cavalry,  marched  one  hun- 
dred and  sevenb^-siz  miles  in  four  days,  an 
average  of  forty-four  miles  per  day ;  it  moved 
in  an  orderly  manner,  never  depredating  on 
private  property,  and  bore  theur  hardships 
without  a  murmur.  It  is,  however,  with  sorrow 
that  I  have  to  report  tiie  deat^  of  the  noble 
men  who  fell  in  tne  charge  under  the  gaflant 
Colonel  Pyron  at  Lafourche,  and  under  (x>lonel 
PhiUips  at  Flaquemine,  of  which  casualties  I 
will  make  a  detailed  report  To  the  members 
of  my  staff,  Captains  Wade  and  Zacharie,  I  am 
indebted  for  a  hearty  co-operation  throughout 
the  trip.  Also  to  Lieutenant  West,  for  his 
efficiency  in  his  department  The  services  of 
Captain  ttateliffe,  volunteer  aid,  were  invaluable, 
owin^  to  his  thorohgh  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  mdefatigable  exertions.  Volnntoer  aids, 
Major  McGomn  and  Captain  Duzenberry,  also 
rendered  me  great  service. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfuUy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
Jambs  P.  Major, 
r  SMond  OftVftlry  Brigade. 


tlie  following 


Wmmu  LouBUKA,) 
TamoDMXTJTfusM,  July  6, 1868.        ) 

The  oondnot  of  Colonel  Major,  during  the 
service  herein  mentioned,  has  oeen  above  all 
praise.  He  has  shown  ener^,  industry,  and 
capacity  which  render  him  fit  for  any  command, 
and  I  respectfrtDy  recommend  and  request  thai 
his  oonmumd  as  colonel  commanding  brigade 


Upon  the  foregoing  report  ^ 
endorsement : 


may  be  made  permanent,  as  I  am  sure  the 
interests  of  the  service  and  the  country  wiU  be 
promoted  by  his  promotion. 

R.  Taylor, 
Matot-Qmanlf  oammaodliig. 

REPORT  (»rilAJ0R  gHEBOD  HimiER. 


C^,  June  86, 18081 

Briffodter-Oenend  A.  Mbukm,  oommanditig 
SouthlMRiver: 

Gbfxral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
the  result  of  the  expedition  placed  under  my 
command,  by  your  order,  June  twentieth,  1863. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  embalmed  my 
command,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  June,  at 
the  mouth  of  E^you  Teche,  in  forty-ei^t  skiffs 
and  flats,  collected  for  t^t  purpose.  Prooeed- 
inff  up  the  Atehafalaya  into  Grand  Lake,  I 
hfuted  and  muffled  oars,  and  again  struck,  and 
after  a  steady  pull  of  about  eight  hours,  reached 
the  shore  in  the  rear  of  Brashear  City.  Here, 
owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  the  country, 
we  were  delayed  some  time  in  finding  a  landing 
place,  but  at  length  succeeded,  and  about  sun- 
rise commenced  to  disembark  my  troops,  the 
men  wading  out  in  the  water  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep  to  the  shore,  shoving  their  boato  into 
deep  water  as  they  left  them,  Sius  cutting  off  all 
means  of  retreat;  we  could  only  fight  and  win. 
We  were  again  delayed  here  a  short  time  in 
finding  a  road,  but  succeeded  at  length  in  find- 
ing a  trail  that  led  us  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  a  palmetto  swamp,  some  two  miles 
across,  through  which  I  could  only  move  in 
single  file.  About  half-past  five  we  reached 
open  ground  in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  in  full  view 
of  Brashear  City,  about  eight  hundred  yards 
distant 

I  here  halted  the  command,  and  after  resting 
a  few  minutes,  again  moved  on  under  cover  of 
a  skirt  of  timber,  until  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  I  formed 
my  men  in  order  of  battle.  Finding  myself  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  charge 
at  once,  and  dividing  my  command  into  two 
columns,  ordered  the  left,  composed  of  Captains 
Clough  of  Green's  raiment,  McDade  of  Wal- 
ler's battalion,  Hamilton  of  Perudtree's  battal- 
ion, and  Blair  of  Second  Louisiana  cavalry,  to 
charge  the  fort  and  camp  below  and  to  the  left 
of  the  depot,  and  the  right,  composed  of  Cap- 
tains Price,  Carrington,  and  Boyoe,all  of  Baylor's 
Texas  cavahy,  to  charge  the  fort  and  sugar- 
house,  above  and  on  the  right  of  the  depot, 
both  columns  to  concentrate  at  the  railroad 
buildings,  at  which  point  the  enemy  were 
posted  in  force  and  under  good  cover.  Bach 
column  having  nearly  the  same  distance  to 
move,  would  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  point 
of  conoentration. 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  command 
was  given,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  a 
yell.  Being  in  fuU  view,  we  were  subjected  to 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  fort^  above  and  below — 
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the  gon  at  tiie  Bugar-honse  and  gonboata  belaw 
— ^bnt  owins  to  the  rapidilr  of  our  movements, 
it  had  but  Bttle  effect  The  forts  made  but  a 
feeble  reBistance,  and  each  column  pressed  on 
to  the  point  of  ooncentration,  carrying  every- 
thing befwe  them.  At  the  depot  the  fighting 
was  severe,  but  of  short  duration ;  the  enemy 
surrendered  the  town. 

My  loss  is  three  killed  and  eiehteen  wounded. 
'Hiat  of  the  enemy,  forty-six  kiUed,  forty  wound- 
ed, and  about  thirteen  hundred  prisoners. 

We  Imve  a4>tiffed  eleven  (twenty-four  and 
thirtf-two  pounder|  siege  guns.  Twenty-five 
hun<ired  stand  small  arms  (Enfield  and  Bun- 
side  rifles),  and  immense  quantities  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  Some 
two  thousand  negproee,  and  between  two  and 
three  hundred  wagons  and  carts.  I  oannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command. 
All  did  their  whole  duty  and  deserve  alike  equal 
credit  from  our  country,  for  our  glorious  and 
signal  victory.  ■ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectful^. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Shbsod  Huntir, 
Utttot  Biiijler*a  fnm  Gkvilrj,  oommaiiding  Moiqiilto  IlMi, 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement: 

BuoQOArnnn  DBnoor  Wmrmai  Ukowuma,  \ 
THDOMAumLU,  Jalj  %  mn,     > 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  to  the  gallantry 
and  meritorious  services  of  Major  Hunter  ana 
the  officers  commanding  tiie  detachments  which 
composed  his  expedition,  and  earnestly  suggest 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  ofthe 
Grovemment  R.  Tatlob, 

MiOor-OenenJ,  oomnwirting, 

BIFOBT  OF  BR10AI)IEIU}EKERAL  GBEEN. 


EMADQpjjtmnB  Fnm  Oataut  Buoadi,    ) 
NiAB  Pajr»  oa  nn  Laioubchb,  Jane  M,  1868.  j 

Brigadier-Qeneral  MouUm^  oommcmding  : 

GFbniral  :  Early  in  this  month  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  the  lower  Teche,  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy  at  Brashear,  and  to 
collect  together  and  fit  up  light  boats,  pre- 
paratory to  making  a  descent  upon  the  enemy, 
if  practicable.  ^^Hiile  engaged  in  the  execution 
of  these  orders,  you  came  down  and  assumed 
command,  ordering  me  to  advance  toward  the 
bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  inetuit,  m 
accordance  with  orders,  I  moved  to  Cochran's 
sugar-house  (two  miles  distant  from  the  bay), 
with  the  Fiftn  Texas,  Second  Louisiana  cavalry, 
and  Waller's  battalion,  and  the  Valverde  and  a 
section  of  NichoU's  batteries ;  leaving  our  horses 
at  that  place,  I  advanced  the  troops,  above  men- 
tioned, on  foot  before  daylight,  to  the  village 
of  Berwick,  opposite  the  enemy^s  encampment 
At  the  dawn  of  day,  finding  the  enemy  quiet 
and  asleep,  I  opened  fire  upon  them  frx)m  the 
Talvarde  Imttery ;  the  first  shot  exploded  in  the 


centre  of  his  encampment^  cansiag  the  greatest 
confusion,  the  distance  being  only  about  nine 
hundred  yards.  We  fired  about  forty  or  fifty 
shots  from  our  battery  into  the  enemy  before 
he  replied  to  us  at  alL  The  first  shot  from  the 
enemy  was  fired  on  us  from  his  gunboat,  which 
was  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  a  short  distance  below 
our  position.  After  daylight  the  gunboat  ad- 
vanced towards  us  as  if  to  contest  with  our 
battery  the  position  we  occupied  on  the  water's 
edee,  but  a  few  shots,  well  directed  from  the 
Valverde  battery,  drove  the  boat  a  mile  below, 
where  she  opened  on  us  with  her  heavy  gnna ; 
about  the  same  time  several  batteries  hom  the 
opposite  shore  opened  on  us ;  the  shot  of  the 
enemy  was  so  well  directed  that  we  found  it 
necessary  several  times  to  shift  the  positicm  of 
our  guns  and  caissons.  The  heavy  gun  on 
shore,  which  first  opened  fire  on  us  from  tiie 
principal  fort  above  Brashear,  with  the  garrison 
of  that  fort,  was  brought  down  nearly  opposite 
my  position,  and  opened  fire  on  me  with  the 
runmng  of  the  gunboat,  and  drawing  oat  this 
heavy  gun  and  most  of  the  garrison  from  Fort 
Buchanan,  left  the  waters  above  free  to  the  ap- 

S roach  of  Major  Hunter's  command,  in  our  littte 
otilla,  to  Tiger  Island. 

Major  Hunter,  who  had  moved  under  your 
orders,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  during  the 
night  of  the  twenty-second,  on  board  our  mos- 
quito fieet,  landed,  unperoei  ved  and  unsuspected 
by  the  enemy,  above  their  defences,  and  making 
his  way  through  the  swamp,  about  seven  o^dock, 
on  the  mormng  of  the  tw^ity-third,  attacked 
the  enemy  in  his  rear,  while  I  was  oocnpyii^ 
him  in  front,  completely  surprising  and  routing 
him.  The  enemy  surrendered  the  defences  and 
die  town  of  Brashear,  to  Major  Hunter,  about 
half-past  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tiie 
twenty^hird.  Major  Hunter's  command  con- 
sisted of  about  three  hundred  men  from  Bay- 
lor's, the  Fifth  Texas,  and  Waller's  battalion, 
and  Second  JiOuisiana  cavalry  (picked  men). 
After  crossing  a  part  of  the  troops,  I  was 
ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  toe  Boeul 
During  tiie  evening  of  the  same  day  I  had 
quite  an  animated  skirmish  with  him  at  the 
Ramos,  where  he  had  burnt  both  the  railroad 
and  public  bridges,  and  was  well  fortified  on 
the  east  bank ;  but  finding  that  I  had  flanked 
him  with  a  part  of  my  command,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Boeuf,  he  hastily  retreated.  I  threw  a 
small  detachment  over  the  Ramos,  on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-third,  and  moved  them  as  dose  as 
possible  to  the  enemy,  on  the  Boeuf ;  Colond 
Mi^'or's  commsnd  being  behind  thesnemy^sod 
it  being  difficult  for  him  to  escape  (abont  four 
hundred  strong)  surrendered  to  us  about  day- 
light on  the  momisg  oi  the  twenty-fourth. 
Oiur  troops,  during  the  three  days'  campaign, 
did  their  duty  with  great  alacrity^  and  behaved 
witii  gallantry  on  afl  ocoasioas* 
Tory  reqBectfoUv, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
Tbohas  Oiissm. 
Brif»dl0r4taa0tal,  onwimuirttng  nm  ovnirj  brljiSi 
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XBX:  SIGHT  AT  BOGEBSVILLBi  TENK. 

ItEPOBT  OiriCUOIUGENEftAL  BAM  JONia 


r  W.  VflHDlRA  Am  S.  ^ 
DuBUW,  December  11, 186S. 

funeral  &  Cooper,  AdftOani  cmd  In^^odor-Gem- 
ercd  a  8.  A^  Richmond: 
Qsk^sal:  I  have  the  hooor  to  forward,  with 
hie,  the  reports  of  Major-General  R.  Bmiboid, 
r.,  and  lua  wibordinate  commaaderB,  of  the  at- 
Bhck  on  the  enemy  near  Rogersville,  Tennessee, 
knd  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  John  Echols 
md  subordinate  oonunanders  of  the  battle  at 
L>roop  Mountain,  in  Pocahontas  county,  Virginia. 
Both  of  these  affairs  occurred  on  tiie  same  day, 
the  sixth  ultimo. 

The  affiiir  at  Rogersville  was  a  complete  suo- 
Dess,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  officers  and 
men  concerned.    The  affidr  at  Droop  Mountain 
was  by  no  means  so  disastrous  as  at  first  report- 
ed.   Our  troops  seem  to  have  contended  gallant- 
ly against  vastly  superior  nmnbers,  and,  though 
driven  from  the  field,  the  artillery  and  tarains 
were  brought  off  and  secured ;  and  the  enemy 
seems  to  have  been  so  severely  punished  as  to 
deter  him  from  pushing  on  and  following  up  the 
advantage  he  had  gained.     After  a  long  and 
fruitless  march  he  retreated,  having  s&ered 
heavier  loss  than  he  inflicted.    I  was  in  Ten- 
nessee when  Brigadier-Creneral  Echols  informed 
me  of  the  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Po- 
cahontas, and  I  reached  Dublin  on  the  sixth 
ultimo,  about  tiie  hour  tiie  firing  commenced 
at  Droop  Mountain.    I  met  Bri^Bdier-General 
Echols'  oommand  on  Salt  Pond  Mountain.    It 
was   promptly  supplied   with    the  necessary 
arms  and  clothing,  and  in  four  days  moved 
back  and  reoccupied  the  points  it  had  occu- 
pied before  the  eog^gement  of  the  sixth  ul- 
timo. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

Sam.  Jonbs, 
Hf^or-Geiifinl,  oomnundiog  Department. 

BEPORT  Of  BRXOADDEIMJENERAL  RAMBOIL 


aw.  ViMDOA  AMD  &  Ttaoona  \ 

Gaxt  mis  BiiOUHTvxLU,  Ttemi. ,  Nov.  14, 1868.     / 

Mqjor  0.  &  8trinefaa»,  Astiakmt  AcHtOarU' 
General,  Dubik,  Vn.: 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports 
of  Brigadier-Gkneral  Jones  and  Colonel  Oiltner, 
relative  to  both  attacks  upon  the  enemy  at 
RogersviUe.  General  Jones  nas  suppliedcopies 
of  my  letters  to  him,  and  they  accompany  his 
report  Colonel  Oiituer's  report- was  sent  to 
General  Jones  for  endorsement  I  enclose  both 
the  note  of  my  adjutautf^eneral  to  General 
Jones  and  his  reply  to  him.  Also,  my  letter  of 
instmctions  to  Cokmel  Giltner. 

I  regret  that  there  should  be  any  discrepancies 
in  the  two  reports,  but  I  am  satisfied  they  are 
not  ureoondMle.  It  was  intended  for  Hie  at- 
tacks by  both  brigades  to  be  independent,  but 


simultaneous,  and,  of  ocmrse,  when  the  two 
forces  came  together,  the  senior  officer  waa  to 
be  in  command  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  intend 
to  unite  the  brigades,  as  mv  instructions  show. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  is  the  best  proof 
that  it  was  conducted  well,  and  1  am  unwilling 
to  create  or  sustain  bickering  or  jealousy,  when 
there  should  be  mutual  good  feeling.  General 
Jones  was  verbally  instructed  to  change  the 
point  of  crossing  the  river  if,  upon  fuller  infor- 
mation, it  should  become  adviRable.  The  first 
report  ^ve,  as  captured,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  sixty 
wagons,  and  one  thousand  animals.  About 
seven  hundred  and  seventy'^ve  prisoners  ar- 
rived ;  Ae  artillery,  as  at  first  reported,  thirt> - 
two  wagons  and  tiiree  ambulances.  The  regi- 
mental colors  and  one  garrison  flag  are  in  my 
hands.  One  regimental  flag  was  captured,  but 
in  some  wav  lost 

I  regret  that,  up  to  this  time,  I  have  been  un- 
able to  have  accounted  for  more  than  about^ 
three  hundred  animals,  all  tol(^  I  much  fear 
they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  men,  and 
have  been  sent  ofif  and  sold.  There  is  no  other 
reasonable  conclusion. 

The  affinr  was  a  decided  success,  and  I  have 
thanked  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  it 
Very  respeotltJly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Rahsom,  Jr., 
Br1gadtor-<S«neral. 

BEPORT  OF  BRiOADnSIUOKNEEtAL  W.  &  JON88. 

BiAoqpAKnB  JomB*  Bbhaini,) 

NsAB  GuenB'a  Btatsqh.  Tunraui,  V 

Norember  18,  1888.        ) 

Mo^  T.  Bowiand,  A.  A.  O.,  DiOrid  &  W, 
Va.  and  SaM  Tenneeeei  : 
Majok  :  In  accordance  with  enclosed  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters,  district  of  south-west^ 
em  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  my  command 
rendesvoused  at  Bauckman*s  Ford  on  the  fourth 
instant  On  inquiry,  finding  if  it  crossed  here 
there  would  be  danger  of  alarming  the  enemy, 
I  deemed  it  best  to  cross  near  Spur^^eon's  mill, 
and  camped  for  the  ni^hta  few  miles  below. 
Movinff  early  next  morning,  the  command  halted 
at  £auy*s,  on  Horse  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Kingsport^  and  fed  the  horses.  From  this  point 
I  communicated;with  Colonel  Giltner,  near  noon, 
my  intention  to  execute  the  original  plan  of 
attack.  Arriving  seventeen  miles  from  Rogers 
ville,  on  the  Beach  Creek  road,  near  dark,  we 
halted  to  feed  and  cook  rations.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  the  road  leading  to  Smith's  and 
Dodson*s  Fords  ran  within  six  miles  of  the 
camps  of  the  enemy.  It  was  also  ascertained 
both  fords  were  difficult  and  dangerous,  and 
the  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  To  reach  the 
point  assigned  me  by  the  hour  designated,  re 

anired  me  to  cross  the  Holston  before  daylight 
\j  intricate  mountain  paths,  ezactir^  the  ut 
most  care  on  the  part  of  all,  we  reached  Long's 
shoals,  twelve  miles  above   Rogersville,  and 
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crossed  in  Bftfety.  Beaohing  the  old  stage  road, 
nothing  oonld  be  heard  of  Colonel  Giltner's  oom- 
maDd/but  I  detennined  to  tarn  the  position  ef 
the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Greek,  by  way 
of  the  Garter's  Valley  road,  my  Dri;icade  crossing 
the  old  stage  road  for  this  piir|»ode.  Soon  a 
messenger  overtook  me  with  tidings  of  Colonel 
Giltner,  also  reporting  about  one  hundred  Fed- 
eral Tennessee  iiome  guards  at  KincaeVa  Push- 
ing ahead  part  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  cavalry 
to  surround  and  capture  this  force,  they  en- 
countered near  where  the  home  guards  were 
expected  a  scout  of  fif t^  men  from  the  Second 
Tennessee  Federal  regmient  The  attack  was 
made  with  such  vigor  that  but  seventeen  men 
of  this  force  escaped  this  onset 

Moving  on  briskly  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  the  Eighth  regiment  turned  east  on  the 
old  stage  roM,  and  took  position  on  the  first 
eminence.  As  it  was  now  long  after  Colonel 
Giltner  should  have  made  his  attack,  and  no 
^engagement  could  be  heard,  I  felt  assured  the 
enemy  must  luvve  made  his  escM>e,  but  moved 
the  Mghth  across  the  river  road  nrom  Big  Qreek 
to  Dooson's  Ford,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  fugi- 
tives. The  men  of  the  Twenty-sev^ith  battalion 
Virginia  cavalry,  mider  Captain  J.  B.  Thompson, 
were  ordered  to  charge  into  RogersviUe,  and  in 
00  doing  captured  upwards  of  one  hundred 
prisoners  and  some  army  supplies.  For  the 
same  reason  the  Eighth  was  ordered  to  the 
river  road.  Colonel  Witcher  was  ordered  with 
his  own  and  the  Thirtv-seventh  battalion  of 
Virginia  cavahry  to  Smith's  Ford.  The  Thirty- 
siztn  battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  held  in 
reserve  near  town,  and  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment Vir^nia  cavsdry  in  the  position  first  held 
by  the  Eighth  regiment  The  Twenty-seventh 
iMkttalion  Virginia  cavabry  was  ordered,  after  the 
captures  in  RogersviUe,  by  the  nulroad  to  the 
river.  After  these  dispositions  had  been  made, 
a  parly  of  fifty-five  home  gpiards  (Fedends)  at- 
tacked the  town  firom  the  west,  but  were  easilv 
dispersed  by  a  small  party  under  Lieutenant  W . 
M.  Hopkins,  A.  D.C. 

After  all  tiie  prisoners  had  been  collected  and 
marched  out  east  of  tiie  town,  the  wagons 
loaded,  hitched  to,  and  driven  to  tiie  forl^  of 
the  main  roads,  was  heard  the  first  firing  in  tiie 
direction  of  Big  Creek.  The  Twenty-firat  regi- 
ment was  immediately  ordered  up  thie  old  stage 
road,  with  directions  to  be  guided  by  the  firing 
and  to  join  in  liie  battle.  The  Thirty-sixl£ 
batteJion  was  ordered  up  from  town,  and  all  the 
other  commands  were  recalled  in  haste.  The 
old  stage  road  being  open,  the  Twenty-first 
having  moved  across  towards  the  river,  a  party 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
attempted  to  escape  towards  RogersviUe.  but 
were  intercepted  and  aU  captured  by  the  tamely 
arrival  of  Witcher's,  Ckubome's,  and  &nitii% 
commands. 

By  this  time  firing  had  ceased  in  front,  and  I 
felt  assured  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  as 
proved  to  be  the  case.  Two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  prisoners  were  taken  by  my  Inrigade 


acting  alone.  The  Eightii  Virginia  took  nine 
wagons  and  teams,  seven  of  whidi  were  se- 
em^. The  remainder  of  tiie  command  took 
three  wagons  and  two  ambulances,  aU  of  which 
were  secured. 

From  Colonel  Comes'  report,  it  wiU  be  seen 
the  roads  west  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
were  hM  by  the  Eightn  Virnnia  cavalij,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  five  hundred  and  fi^-six 
prisoners  taken*  here  were  tak«n  by  die  Ei^th, 
and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner. Had  Cob]^  Giltner  made  a  prompt  wSad 
bokl  attack  that  would  have  discovered  the 
position  of  the  enemy  b^ore  my  dispositions 
were  made  under  the  impression  of  his  having 
abandoned  his  position,  it  is  believed  none 
would  have  esci4>ed.  The  unaccountable  delaj 
doubtiess  has  proved  very  detrimental  to  our 
interests. 

To  Gaptun  McKinn^  of  General  Jack8on*s 
staflf;  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Watterson,  deA  of  nay 
brigade  quartermaster ;  and  to  iir.  Phippe,  and 
other  guides,  my  tiianks  are  especiany  due  for 
their  activity,  energy,  and  Judgment  on  this 
occasion.  To  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Hopkins,  of 
my  personal  staff,  I  am  under  great  obtigationa 
for  me  efficient  dischaige  of  hit  official  duties. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant 

W.  E.  JONB, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GUJIKER. 

I  QtooKD  CAWAUtt  Wwa*p«,  miAB        ) 
on,  Tmiw,  Norembw  10.  1861.  J 

Mafar  T.  Rowland,  A.A,Q,: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tiie  foDowing  re- 
port of  tiie  operations  of  the  tro(^  under  my 
command  during  the  recent  expedition  into  tiM 
enemy's  lines : 

In  obedience -to  orders  fr<Mn  district  headquar- 
ters, I  moved  out  of  Kinzsport  at  six  f.  m.,  on 
the  fifth  instant  You  are  akeady  furnished  with 
the  general  order  containing  tiie  dififerent  corps 
of  the  command,  and  their  order  of  mardi.  The 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred,  as 
the  return  of  my  AdjutantrGeneral  for  that  day 
exhibits.  Such  was  the  secrecy  with  which  the 
movement  was  conducted  that  not  only  the  citi- 
zens, but  the  officers,  had  no  idea  of  its  con- 
templation until  it  had  progressed  considera- 
bly towards  its  execution.  Some  delay  occurred 
in  crossing  the  river,  on  account  of  Uie  darkness 
of  the  nk^ht,  and  toe  difficult  passage  of  the 
horses  and  artiUery  over  a  bad  ford.  All  was, 
however,  soon  in  order,  and  tiie  march  contin- 
ued in  a  odd,  chilling  rain,  wittioiit  further  ob- 
stacle until  we  were  unexpeotedh^  baited  by  tiie 
passage  of  Brigadier-General  Jones'  brigade 
across  on*  road  to  the  Carter's  VaUey  road  udoo 
our  rieht  I  did  not  see  General  Jones,  but 
learned  from  his  stsff  officer  that  thisd^ttfe 
in  the  original  i^  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  impraoticabiUtv  <^  tiie  road  to,  and  across 
tiie  river,  at  the  und  he  ptopomd  at  first  to 
cross. 
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As  Boon  as  General  Jones'  brigade  had  crofsed 
[   moved  on  slowfy,  intending  to  halt  a  short 
bixne  &t  Snrgninsville,  in  order  to  give  General 
Jones  time  to  reaeh  ihe  enemy's  flank  and  rear, 
before  attacking  him  in  front  But  just  as  my  ad- 
vajice   reached  SoigttiifByille,  it  was  fired  npon 
by   &   soonting  parly  of  the  enemy  whieh  had 
reached  there  that  morning  (now  fonr  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  M.),  as  I  afterwards  learned.    I  com- 
mumcated  tnis  &ct  to  General  Jones.    The  en- 
emy, al)ont  .thirty  in  number,  retired  precipi- 
tately on  being  pressed  by  a  squadron  of  the 
First  Tennessee,  which  constituted  my  advance. 
On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Big  Greek, 
^^bere  the  enemy  were  understood  to  be  en- 
camped, we  came  upon  a  bodv  of  the  enemy  in 
a  strong  position,  and,  though  not  discovering 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty,  furnished  rea- 
son for  the  suspicion  of  a  larger  force  masked 
bebind  the  riage  and  under  cover  of  dense 
pine  thickets.    Some  time  was  consumed  in  re- 
vealing their  intention  and  force,  by  throwing 
forw^ard  flanking  and  skirmishing  parties,  before 
which  they  agam  retired.    We  moved  forward 
without  delav,  and  on  approaching  M^  Greek 
discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  act  of 
crossing  at  Russell's  Ford.   Golonel  Garter  (First 
Tennessee)  was  sent  at  double-quick  to    cut 
them  off,  wbiqh  he  did  in  most  gallant  style. 
Being  cut  off  from  the  ford,  the  enemy  took  a 
strong  position   on  the  opposite  side  of  Big 
Creek,  where  they  had  been  encamped.    Leav- 
ing one  section  of  Phillips*  batteiy,  supported 
by  three  companies  of  the  Second  East  Tennes- 
see mounted  infantry  at  Russell  House,  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  their  position,  and  on 
this  side  of  Big  Greek,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trim- 
ble (Tenth  Kentuckv)  and  Major  Ftoker  (Fourth 
Kentucky)    were    brought   forward    and    dis- 
mounted m  five  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  this 
section,  and  moved  up.    The  men  all  went  for- 
ward with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  making  no 
halt  for  balls,  shells,  or  bullets.    Golonel  Garter, 
after  intercepting  their  retreat  bv  the  ford, 
turned  upon  these  two  guns,  and,  advancing  by 
a  shorter  route,  was  the  first  to  reach  them,  cap- 
turing, at  the  same  time,  a  large  numberof  wag- 
ons, which  had  moved  out  to  cross  the  river. 
Without  halting  a  simultaneous  advance  was 
made  hy  the  tiiree  renments  (Tenth  Kentucky^ 
First  Tennessee,  and  Fourth  Kentucky)  across 
Big  Greek  (which,  though  deep   and   rapid, 
proved  no  oDstade)  and  up  the  niU,  on  which 
was  posted  their  omer. section  of  artillery,  sup- 
ported by  their  main  force. 

At  this  time.  Captain  Lowry's  battery  (de- 
tained by  difficult  roads)  arrived  upon  the  field, 
and  engaged  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ing its  fie  most  effectually,  hnraeaiatdy  on 
croBsin^  the  creek  our  forces  encountered  the 
enemy  in  a  chosen  position,  where,  after  an 
hour's  sharp  conflict,  they  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  other  section  of  Phillips'  battery  and 
about  four  hundred  and  fifiv  (460)  of  the  enemy. 
The  remainder  endeavorea  to  effect  their  es- 
cape by  precipitate  flight.    Here  I  ordered  for- 


ward Major  Clark,  Sixteenth  Georgia,  and  Col 
onel  Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia,  whom  I  had 
held  in  reserve,  mounted,  and  sent  them  at 
double^uick  to  pursue  and  overhaul  the  fugi- 
tives, wiuch  was  done  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  following  them 
across  the  river,  and  the  Sixty-fourth  to  Rogers- 
vUle.  A  party  of  these  endeavoring  to  escape 
by  a  lower  ford,  was  met  by  the  Eighth  Virginia, 
of  General  Jones'  command,  and  most  of  them 
captured.  In  all  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners  were  ^taken  by  the  forces  under  my 
command,  four  brass  six-pounder  James  guns 
(Company  M, Second  Illinois  licht  artillery),  some 
thirty  wagons  loaded  with  all  manner  of  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  medical,  and  ord- 
nance stores,  together  with  all  their  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  the  horses  and  arms  of  the 
prisoners,  all  the  papers  I4)pertainin^  to  the 
Adjutant-Greneral's  department,  contaimng  most 
valuable  information,  ete.,  eto.,  eto. 

As  already  mentioned,  our  forces  did  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  hundred,  of  which  not  more  than 
six  hundred  were  engaged  actively.  The  forces 
of  the  enemy  (commanded  l)y  Colonel  Israel 
GramMrd,  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry)  consisted  of 
Second  East  Tennessee  mounted  infantry,  about 
full;  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  strong,  and  Phillips'  battery,  aU  compos- 
i^  half  of  (>)lonel  James  P.  T.  Carter's  brigade 
(l%ird  brigade  cavalry.  Fourth  division.  Twenty- 
third  army  corps).  Colonel  Garrard,  command- 
ing, escaped  with  the  first  who  crossed  the  river. 
One  Major,  several  Captains,  and  one  acting  Ad- 
jutant-General, were  among  the  prisoners.  Our 
loss  will  not  exceed  ten  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  about  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Seven 
wounded  were  paroled  and  left  in  charge  of  a 
Surgeon. 

Every  exertion  was  used  to  secure  all  tlie 
captures,  and  the  artillery  and  about  thirty 
wagons  were  brought  off  safely,  but  owing  to  a 
want  of  harness  tor  the  teams,  two  caissons 
and  some  twenty  wagons  were  disabled  and 
abandoned. 

It  was  my  intention  to  retire  to  where  I  could 
find  a  good  position  and  obtain  forage,  and  re- 
m^n  until  everything  valuable  was  seciured  and 
sent  to  the  rear  But  General  Jones  coming  up, 
ordered  me  to  fall  back  that  night  beyona  the 
river,  which  was  accomplished  by  nine  a.  x. 
the  next  mominff. 

Two  stands  of  colors  captured  bv  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  were  sent  up  this  morning. 
One  captured  by  the  Tenth  Kentucky,  was  de- 
livered to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Jones,  and 
another  taken  by  the -First  Tennessee,  was  after- 
wiffds  stolen  from  the  regimental  wagon. 

No  discrimination  can  be  made  in  the  gallan- 
try of  troops,  where  every  corps  commanded 
the  admiration  of  its  officers,  and  the  gratitude 
of  their  country*  Their  soldierly  bearing  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  furnishes  a  just  cause 
for  pride,  and  receives  the  unqualified  approbsv- 
tion  of  tneir  commander.  Those  actively  en- 
gaged, and  those  held  in  check,  manifested  alike 
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an  equal  wOliiignesa,  eyen  anxiety,  to  diacharge 
tbeir  fall  duty  aa  aoldiera,  even  the  moat  danger- 
ona.  Any  aiacriHUDation  among  individiiala 
would  be  invidioiia,  and  no  one  ia  akghted 
when  it  ia  aaaerted  that  all  (with  a  trifling  ez- 
oeption)  may  remember  their  actiena  thai  day 
with  a  jnat  pride. 

I  am  eapeciaUy  indebted  ip  Colonel  HeiakeD, 
Yolimteer  aid«  Captain  Flnaaer,  acting  aid,  and 
Captain  Guerrant,  A.  A.  G.,  for  in^uable  aei^ 
▼icea  on  the  field,  and  throughout  the  expedi- 
tion. 

I  am,  moat  remotfully. 
Your  obeoient  aerrant, 

H.  8.   GiLTNBR, 
CMooel,  oommanding  Briywto. 

BEPOBT  OP  COLONEL  OOllEBw 


YaeiHU  GATALBf ,  1 

November  18, 1868w        / 

Bngadier-Oeiwrtd  W,  S.  Jonm, 

Oommanding  Cawdry  Brigtuh  : 
GmrKRAL :  At  your  requeat,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth 
Virginia  cayalry  at  Rogeraville,  on  the  aizth 
inatant  After  a  forced  march  of  twenty-four 
houra,  my  regiment  arriyed  at  and  croaaed  the 
Holaton  Kiyer,  near  Rogerayille.  At  thia  point 
I  waa  ordered  acroaa  the  country,  on  a  by  road, 
to  the  Oarter'a  Valley  road,  at  a  point  aome 
eight  milee  above  the  town,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Giltner.  I  had  not  waited 
but  a  few  minutea.  when  I  waa  informed  by 
you  that  Colonel  Giltner  waa  moving  on  the 
road  between  me  and  the  river.  At  Sua  junc- 
ture; being  informed  by  ^ou  that  there  waa  a 
company  of  cavalry  on  picket,  aome  ftmr  milea 
in  advance  of  me,  I  tiirew  forward  Company  £, 
of  thia  regiment,  with  i|{atructiona,  when  tibey 
arrived  at  the  enemy'a  pioketa,  to  charge  down 
upon  them,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  them  to 
^ettch  Rogeraville,  to  give  tiie  alarm.  Thia 
order  waa  carried  out  to  the  letter,  not  ond  of 
tiie  enemy  being  permitted  to  enter  the  town ; 
Company  E,  led  by  Captain  H.  C.  Everett,  hav- 
ing captured  aome  forty  of  them,  disperaed  tiie 
remainder  of  them  in  the  wooda.  Meeting  with 
no  further  obatructicti,  my  command  waa  moved, 
by  your  direction,  inunediately  in  rear  of  tlie 
enemy,  on  a  road  leading  to  a  ferry  below 
Rogeraville.  Whilat  moying  my  command 
through  tiie  wooda  (the  undergrowth  ia  very 
denae  at  thia  point),  I  found  myaalf  within 
twenty  yarda  of  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  aent  to  the  rear — their  picketa 
being  already  driven  in  from  the  front  by  Colonel 
Giltner.  Finding  the  enemy'a  wagon  train 
about  to  move,  I  ordered  my  command  to  chaige 
tiie  guard,  compoaed  of  about  aeven1;^-five  or 
eighty  men,  wnich  they  did,  captunng  the 
whole  of  the  wagon  train  and  neany  all  of  the 
guard. 

I  then  immediately  moyed  on  with  my  regi- 
ment, and  aoon  found  myaelf  cloaely  engaged 
with  the  main  force  of  the  enemy.  I  inunedi- 
ately poeted  my  command  behind  a  fence  and 


on  a  wooded  hilUide,  in  easy  range  of  Ifa^ 
ef»emy*a  camp,  where  we  remained,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  about  fifteen  minutea.  Ilie  enemy 
were  about  to  charge  my  poeition  whea  Colonel 
Qiltnw  commenced  the  action  in  frcmt,  which 
appeared  to  diaconoert  the  enemy  ao  much  that, 
al&ough  they  made  an  effoVt,  in  conaiderable 
force,  to  diModge  me,  they  were  quiddy  re- 
pulaed,  and  driven  back  on  their  former  poei- 
tion. Colonel  Giltner  attacking  vigoroualy  about 
thia  time,  the  enemy  threw  down  tiietr  arma 
and  fled  in  every  direction.  Larg^'numbera  ot 
them  aurrendered  on  the  field,  othera  were 
captured  in  aquada  through  the  neighborhood. 
A  few  of  them,  however,  made  their  eecape 
acroaa  the  river- 

My  command  aucceeded  in  capturing,  in  thia 
affiur,  upwarda  of  three  hundred  priaonera,  nine 
wagona  and  teama,  loaded  widi  quartermaaler*a 
atorea,  aeven  of  which  we  aucceeded  in  bring- 
ing with  ua.  We  9^  captured  a  la^e  number . 
of  amall  anna,  aaddlea,  and  about  ninety  horaea 
and  mnlea,  in  addition  to  the  mulea  iht^  were 
attacdied  to  the  wagona.  The  command  waa 
moved,  |p  your  direction,  on  the  Carter'a  Valley 
Road  creek  to  Blountville,  where  we  arrived 
aafelv,  on  the  eighth  inatant,  bringing  with  ua, 
beaidea  captured  property  above  mentioned, 
aome  eight  hundred  priaonera.  Our  low  in 
thia  affiur  ia  one  killed,  and  two  or  three  alight^ 
wounded. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  higheat  reapect. 
Tour  obedient  aervant. 

J.  M.  CcmsB, 

a>lociel  Eichtb  Vlrgkila  caralry 
MAJOR  BOWLAND  TO  BRIGAIMER^ENESAL  JONBB. 

BmavoAKomM  DmntatS.  W.  VaMnu  An £.  Tmnmmm, \ 
Nbab  BLommmxi,  Tbvn.,  Norember  18, 1863^        / 

Brigadier-Oeneral  W,  K  Jones^  oommanding^ 
etc: 
Gbnsral:  The  Major-General  commanding 
directa  me  to  encloae  &e  report  of  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner for  your  endoraement,  inaamuch  aa  the  two 
brigades  were  united  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
affiur  of  the  sixth  inatant  He  requeata  Ihat 
you  forward  your  report  of  the  same  a&ir  aa 
Boon  aa  possu)le. 

Veryrespectfully, 

Your  obedient  aervant, 

T.  ROWLAXD, 

A.  A.0 

GENERAL  J0NB8  TO  MAJOR  BOWLAHD. 

Ejubqioawwu  JamP  BwoiB«,  Y 
Norember  IS,  USi.        / 

Mqfor  T,  Rowland,  A.A.G^  Distrid  S.W.  Va. 
ondK  Tenn.: 
Major  :  In  r^ly  to  yours,  endoaing  a  i%port 
of  Colonel  Giltner,  relative  to  the  att^Jt  on  the 
enemy  near  Rogeraville,  the  alzth  inatant,  I  can 
Bay,  if  by  endoraement  you  wiah  me  to  confirm 
his  statem^ta,  auch  ia  not  in  my  power.  My 
report  will  ahow  you  the  affinir  appears  to  me 
in  a  different  light  frt>m  what  it  doea  to  Colonel 
Giltner.    As  tli^  report  is  not  addressed  to  me. 
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and  is  not  Bent  tfarongh  me,  I  pTeaume  it  was 
not  intended  I  should  correct  erron  in  it  I 
'was  under  Hxe  impieeeion  I  commanded  in  Hiia 
affiiir,  and  Hie  statement  of  If r.  Wattefson  will 
sho-w  Colonel  Giltner  was  of  the  same  opiniim 
before  the  fight 

Very  respectMly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Jonas, 

BrtgMUer  OwwraL 

OBDESS  OF  GENEBAL  RANSOM. 

HiABQUisms  Diranar  ) 

Gasp  wmmm  Bukthtvillb,  Nofrember  8,  IMS.  j 

Brigadier-Genercd  John  S,  WtUianu,  command- 
ing Oavaby  Brigade : 
Gbnxral  :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  bodjr  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemj,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.    You  will  drop  down  the  river  with  your 
brigade,  having  pickets  at  the  fords,  cross  the 
north  fork  of  Holston,  and  attack  at  Rogersville 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  sixth 
instant      Brigadier-Gkneral  W.  E.  Jones  will 
proceed  by  the  Horse  Greek  and  Beach  Greek 
V  alley  roads  and  attack  simultaneously  with 
you.     Your  march,  after   getting  across  the 
Nortii  Fork,  should  be  fv^^iS,  and  in  the  night 
You  can  go  a  few  miles  below  Elingsport,  so  as 
to  reach  Bogersville   easily  in  the   nieht  of 
Thursday  and  make  the  attack  as  directed.    No 
wagons,  except  for  ammunition,  will  be  taken. 
You  can  cany  the  battery  now  with  you  if  you 
desire  it    Have  prepared  enough  cooked  ra- 
tions for  the  movement    After  executing  the 
movement  and  the  attack,  you  will  return  rapidly 
to  your  present  position.    Concert  between  you 
and  Brigadier-Oeneral  Jones  will  be  necessary. 
General  Jones  has  been  directed,  after  the  at- 
tack, to  return  to  his  present  position. 
Venr  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Raxbom, 

Copy  of  endorsement  on  the  above  letter : 


Hbadquabbs  IHstnor  8.  W.  Vnunsni  asd  E.  1 

BLOuvmut,  Tdoiibhb,  Novembar  4, 1868w 

Brigadier-Qeneral  John  8.  Williams  having 
been  relieved  of  his  command,  and  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner assigned  to  the  command  of  his  brigade, 
the  latter  officer  will  execute  the  order  herein 
conveyed. 

R.  RAiraoM,Jr., 

Maiar-QmiBnl, 

EMAsqBAMmm  Dmaoar,  \ 

Gamp  wmul  BbooirmuB,  Nomnber  S,  1808.  > 

Brigadier-Oeneral  W,  K  Jonn,  commanding 
Oavalty  Brigade  : 
Gbnbbal  :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  force  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  please  collect  your  brigade, 
throwing  a  force  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro\ 
and  with  the  greater  part  proceed  to  Rogers* 


ville  Vy  a  route  leading  up  Horse  Creek  and 
down  Beaeh  Greek  Valleys,  across  the  Holston  at 
one  of  the  fords  near  Rogersville,  and  atlaok  at 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  sixth  instant 
You  will  cover  the  roads'  leiEuiing  to  your  rear 
by  small  pickets,  so  as  to  convey  information 
both  to  yourself  and  to  Uie  infiEmtry  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Holston,  east  of  Kingsport  Briga- 
dier-General Williams,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gade, will  move,  bv  way  of  Kingsport,  across  the 
North  Fork  of  Holston,  and  join  in  the  attack  at 
the  same  time  as  yourself.  After  starting  di- 
rectly for  Rogersville,  rapidity  will  be  required 
both  in  the  execution  of  the  march  and  attack, 
and  in  your  return  to  your  present  position.  I 
need  hardly  caution  yon  as  to  your  left  flank. 
The  force  sent  towards  Jonesboro'  should  cover 
it,  as  well  as  check  a  direct  advance  in  that  di- 
rection. You  will  have  enough  cooked  rations 
prepared,  and  take  nothing  else,  except  ammu- 
nition. No  wagons  except  for  ammunition,  will 
taken.  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  take  the 
battery  of  artillery  now  with  you  or  not,  as  you 
may  deem  it  best  If  not  oarried,  have  it  prop- 
erly posted,  so  as  to  do  good  service,  if  needed, 
and  not  to  be  subject  to  capture. 
Very  respectfoUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Rakbok, 
lliMor-<]«iMnl. 

QENZEUL  SAM80M  TO  OHNSSUL  JONES. 
Kkab  Bbommrnix,  'tan. ,  Movember  8, 1888.  j 

Brigadier-Oenercd  W.  JS,  Jones,  commanding 
Cavalry  Brigade  : 

Gxmkral:  I  endose  a  letter  of  instructions 
and  a  map  for  your  guidance.  I  find  the  Horse 
Greek  Yallev  too  much  to  your  r^ht  You 
must  take  me  most  direct  road,  or  l£e  one  you 
think  best  Dodson's  Ford  is  representeq  to 
me  as  the  best  I  will  send  to  you  Captain 
McKinney,  of  Greneral  Jackson's  staff,  who 
knows  the  country  thoroughly  about  Rogers- 
ville. It  looks  as  though  it  would  rain,  and  we 
may  be  prevented  from  making  the  movement 
Williams  will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
have  to  send  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Giltner. 

You  had  best  have  the  battery  come  to  this 
side  of  the  Holston,  and  let  me  know  where  you 
have  it 

I  sh^  move  up  towards  the  junction  of  the 
two  rivers  to-morrow,  on  the  Jonesboro'  road. 

It  may  rain  and  cause  the  river  to  rise  after 
you  get  to  Rogersville.  In  that  event  you  may 
make  your  way  out  by  Kingsport 

Reports  from  Kingsport  and  Rogersville  rep- 
resent Ibe  enemy  camped  on  Big  Creek,  four 
miles  above  Rogersville. 

Give  directions  so  that  your  wagons  may  not 
get  into  any  difficully. 

If  you  can  do  so,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
come  here  to^iight 
•  •  *  •  •  •  • 

Giltner  will  have  orders  to  attack  at  the  same 
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hour  yon  do,  that  is,  at  daylight  on  Friday  mom- 
iDg.  Neither  ahofdcl  wait  for  die  other,  as  hoih 
have  the  same  ord^n. 

Yours  tndy, 

R.  Kanbom, 

STATEMENT  OV  W.  H.  WATIEBSON. 

HlAPqPAW—  JOKWf  G4TALBT  BUBAM,  Q.  M.  DVAXnCBC.  ) 

November  U,  1863.     j 

Being  called  upon  by  Brigadier-General  W. 
£.  Jones  to  jnye  a  statement  of  my  connection 
with  die  affiur  at  Big  Creek.  Hawkins  county, 
Tennessee,  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

I  was  left  by  Qeneral  Jones  at  die  house  of 
Mr.  William  Lyons,  where  the  road  from  Low- 
ry's  Ford  crosses  die  old  stage  load,  in  order  to 
see  that  the  brigade  under  his  (General  Jones') 
command  took  me  right  road,  when  I  saw  that 
Colonel  Giltner's  column  had  arrived.  I  went 
to  the  head  of  it,  and,  while  there,  understood 
from  him  that  he  was  ffoink  to  halt  his  brigade 
at  Surguinsville  until  he  heard  from  (General 
Jones. 

This  was  concluded  upon,  I  supposed,  since 
Genera]  Jones  had  crossed  the  river,  at  least 
fourteen  miles  from  and  above  the  ford  at  which 
it  was  intended  when  the  expedition  b^un,  and 
to  have  an  understanding  as  to  the  plim  of  at- 
tack. 

When  die  rear  of  Jones*  brigade  had  passed 
the  crossing  of  the  roads,  I  hastened  on  to  inform 
General  Jones  of  Colonel  Giltner's  intention. 
I  overtook  G^eneral  Jones  about  diree  miles 
from  where  he  came  into  Carter's  Valley  road, 
going  very  rapi(Uy,  at  the  head  of  his  column. 
When  I  told  him  that  Colonel  Giknor  was  await- 
ing at  Surguinsville  to  hear  from  him,  he  seemed 
surprised,  and  ordered  me  to  go  immediately 
an^  tell  Colonel  Giltner  to  move  on  and  attack 
the  enen^  in  front 


I  started  back  to  the  first  cross-road,  and  had 
got  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  I  met  a 
courier  from  Colonel  Giltner,  who  said  that  his 
whole  brigade  had  passed  down  die  old  stage 
road  in  a  great  hurry,  having  routed  the  Yankee 
pickets  at  Siffguinsville.  I  then  hurried  to  fol- 
low on  after  General  Jones,  and  had  gone  on  ^e 
Carter's  Valley  road  to  within  five  miles  of 
Rogersville,  when  I  learned  that  Colonel  GQtner 
had  not  gone  on  down  further  than  C.  C  M3- 
ler's,  eight  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  I  immedi- 
atelv  cuxHtt/iaoed  and  went  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  the  Garter's  VaUey  road  to  the  M 
stage  road,  comine  out  at  Mr.  C  C.  Miller's, 
where  Col<Hiel  Giltner  was  understood  to  be. 
When  I  turned  back  I  was  about  four  miles 
from  C.  C  MiUer*8  (or  YeDow  Store),  but  when 
I  got  there  all  of  the  brigade  under  Giltner  had 
passed  along,  except  the  artillery  (Lowery*s  Int* 
tery)  and  the  rear  guard.  I  went  on  after  Col- 
onel Giltner,  passing  about  half  of  his  column 
(the  rear  half)  in  motion,  and  overtook  him  only 
a  few  hundred  yards  east  of  Mr.  John  Shields, 
six  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  Colonel  Giltner 
was,  at  the  time,  with  a  portion  of  two  compa- 
nies of  Colonel  Carter's  First  Tennessee  cavahy, 
together  with  Major  Goforth  and  Captain  Fid- 
kerson,  in  a  field  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road.  The  squadron  w&s  made  the  command  of 
Major  Goforth,  so  I  soon  after  learned.  I  deliv- 
ered Gkneral  Jones*  orders  to  Colonel  Giltner  to 
attack  as  soon  as  possible.  The  squadron  under 
Goforth  went  on  the  right  to  flank  the  move- 
ment of  the  main  column  in  its  advance  to  at- 
tack the  enemy,  who  were  understood  to  be 
about  a  mile  distant,  on  an  elevation,  in  the 
woods  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I  think  the  at- 
tack was  made  about  nine  a.  m.,  nearly  durtf 
minutes  after  I  delivered  Gkneral  Jones'  orden 
to  Colonel  Giltner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Wattkbsos. 
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HinnBB,  lUTm,  UiOoT'Oen. ,  nla  order 
addressed  to  the  seoesslonlBtfi  oT 
West  Virginia,  Doa  172 

HuBTBB,R.w.,  Adit.,  noticed.  Doc.  166 
HuvBB,  S.  £ ,  OoL,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Booge, Dog  716 

HuvnB,  StfBMMOD,  lf^)or«  report  of 
operstioos  in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Does.  718;  766 


AfBUokFlag,  Doa  722 

HuMT,  D.  W.,  Ool.,  bravery  of,  at 

Oorlnth,  Doa  646 

RuBV,  muxM,  OoL  Bet  Black  Flag, 

Doa  726 


DUnols  Tolnnteers.    As  Stone  Rhrer. 
Indians.     Gen.  Slbl^'a  report  of 

operations  against  the.  Docs.  228, 247 
IiraaAM  Jomr,  MiOor,  noticed,     Doa  888 
Iron-olads.     Beports  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the,  at  Charleston,  a  a 

Doa  188 
bwoi,  BiGBASDRfOHit., notloed, 

Iioa246 
bka,  Itan.  ,G«n.  Granta  report  of  the 

i^tat,  Doo.  780 

iTBBOii.  Auno.    Brlg-^aen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  q^anceUorsyiUe, 

Doa  283 
ITV,  8.  a,  Oq>t. ,  noticed,  Doa  718 

ITBT,  Edwabd,  IieQt.-OoL,  noticed, 

Doa644 


Jaodov,  J.  K. 
ofthe 


.•Gen.    Beport 


Doa  480 


Dov,  T.  J.  (Stonewall),  Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
bvrg,  Ya,  Doa  02 

list  of  prisonera  captured  at  Fred- 
ricksbnrg,  by  the  troops  of, 

1)00.162 
map  showing  the  position  of  this 
troops  of,  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Ya. .  Doa  167 
report  of  the  battle  of  Kemstown, 

Due.  667 
reoelyes  his  death  wound.       Doa  266 
J^MBOKni,  W.  B.,  Gen.    See  Johnston's 
report,  Doo.  600 

report  of  the  batUe  of  Oorlnth, 

Doo.  668 
JiMBS  GnijiH,  courier,  noticed,  Doc.  804 
JuoB,  L.  L.,  AM.    Statement  of.  In 
reference  to  the  surrender  of 
New  Orleans,  Doc.  666 

James'  Blver,  Ya.    Beports  of  an 

expe<tltl<Hi  up  the,  Doo.  280 

Jefflrles'  Battery  at  Chlokamauga, 

Doc.  402 
Janov,  J.  W.,  Lieut.,  notloed,  Doc.  888 
Jtonm,  Wess. ,  Oapt ,  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doa  716 
JOBMRnr,  Bma  J.,  Lieut.,  qotloed. 

Doc.  402 
Diaov,  JosBFH  E.,  Gen.  report  of 
the  siege  of  Yicksburg.      Doa  667 
ellered  of  the  oommana  of  the 


rellered  of 

srmy  of  Tennessee,  Doc.  696 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 

Army  of  Tennessee,  Doo.  686 

report  of  his  operations  in  Missis- 
sippi, Yicksburg,  eta.  Doc.  687 
orders  the  eraooatloa  of  Yicks- 
burg,                          Does.  672,  680 
oanses  of  his  removal,            Doo.  600 
See  Femberton's  report  of  Yicks- 
burg,                                 Doc.  670 
JoBMROK,  J.  W.,  Capt,  honorably 

mentioned,  Doo.  487 

JoHMROir,  B.  D.,  Ueat.-OoL ,  noticed, 

Doa  288 
JoBHBOV,  G.  B,  prlTSte,  noticed, 

Doa  144 
Jomaoir,  Ed.  ,  Geo. .  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  OhanoeliorsTllle.        Doo.  270 


i»u».  B.  B.,Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chlckamauga,       Doa  407 
JoonoM,  R  W.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battte  of  Stone  Blver,  Doa  480 

noticed,  Doa  478 

Joux,  J.  J.,  Ueut-OoL,  noticed, 

Doa443 


JoNV,  BosB,  OoL  68th  Alabama,  Doa  448 
Joina,  CkABUB,  Lleut^-GoL,  Doa  703 
JONH,F.B.,  OoL,  noticed,  Doa  668 

Joim,  Gwntos  C,  notloed,  Doa  442 
JoMB,  B.  i: ,  OapU,  Doa  442 

Jom,  J.  B.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Ya.,  Doa  182 

Jons,  8.,  C^, noticed,  Doa  681 

Josas,  Sam,  lli^.-Gen. ,  report  of  the 

flght  at  Bogersvllle,  Tenn.,  Doa  76T 
JcaoB,  W.  a,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doa  688 
Joms,  W.  &,  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  flght  at  BogerSYllle,  Tenn.,  Doc.767 

JoBDiHL  ,  Lieut  28th  AUbama, 

Doo!  484 
JoasiLTir,  FKAirGB.  Aot-Uaster,  re- 
ports ofthe  light  with  the  •'Albe- 
marle,'' Doa  881 

Joma,  ,  M^r,  wounded  at 

Wckimaoga,  'Doa  448 

Jvcn,  B.  F.,  lieut-OoL,  heroism  of. 

Doc.  448 
JtBEBB,  G.  G.,  Lleat.»  noticed,  Doa  668 


Katikaoh.DaiqblM.,  Doa  600 

Kbbu,  B.  B.,  Ool.  28d Tenn.,     Doa  416 
Eur,  Lawbbvob  M.,OoL,  report  of 
the  part  token  by  the  SuUivon's 
Usnd  batteries  in  the  defence  of 
Charleston,  S.  0. ,  Doc.  620 

report  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris 
Islsad,  Doc.  648 

Kbiut,  Jomr,  Private,  noticed,  Doa  817 
KeUeysville,  Ya.,  Southern  official 

reports  of  the  battte  of,       Doa  812 
KKa.T,  J.  B,  OoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
Ue of  Gbickamauga,  Doa  474 
KmnDT,   Bsvuar,  Lieut,        Dob.  681 
EamnDT.  Joan  D.,  GoL,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fk^ertoksburg,  Ya., 

Doa  126 
Kromrr,  Jobr,  OoL.  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,         Doa  480 
Kentucky,  bill  to  authorise  a  volun- 
teer force  for  the  defence  o(l  Doa  41 
Kentucky  Yolunteera.     See   Stone 

River. 
Kemstown,  Ya,  Gen.  T.  J.  (Stone- 
wall) Jackson^  report  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc.  66T 

KsRSBAW,  J.'  B.,  Brlg.-aen.,  report 
of  the  battte  of  mdericksburg, 
Ya.,  Doc.  117 

List  of   kUled  and  wounded  in 

brigade  of.  Doc.  110 

Beport  of  the  battle  of  Gbicka- 
mauga, Doc.  480 
Kflnr,S.  J.,  Ueut.,  noticed.        Doc.  428 

KxTB, ,  OtH.  118U1  N.  T.,     Doa  243 

KraniBaoir, ,Oapt., noticed,  Doc.  708 

Knro,  Jomr,  Mi^.,  notloed,  Doc.  661 

Kjmo,  J.  P.,  CoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  Doa  60S 
Knro,  M.  P.,  Ckpt.,  at  Chlckamauga, 

Doc.  418 
Kora,  W.  B.,  Ckpt.,  noticed        Doc.  480 
KnosBUBT,  GBAntas  P.,  Oapt.,    his 
Blstory  of  Barper^  Fdrry  Ar- 
mory, Doa  888 
KsKLAim,  T.   T.,  lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  138 
KxiQBi^  W.  N.,  Lieut.,  at  Chlcka- 
mauga, Doc.  444 
Kmais, —,  Dr.,  notloed,         Doa  886 


LAKiiJAMnBL.  Ueut,  notloed,  Doo.  416 
Lacs,  Baub,  E.,  killed.  Doc.  216 

LiJ«m,  J.  B.,  Capt.,  noticed,     Doc.  688 
LAMOirr,  GnoBOB  D.,  reftarenee  to. 

Doc.  848 
Ummb'  Battery,  at  the  battte  of 

Baker's  Creek,  Miss.,  Doc.  666 

Laamnr,  Pnosm,  Lieut.,   notice  i, 

Doa  141 
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BEHELUDN    SBCOBDi 


LiJnL  J4]ai  H. ,  Bdf.-GecL ,  rtport  of 
tiM  baUle  of  ftederkkslrarg, 
Va^  Doo.  180 

rwQfft  of  the  bftUto  of  GhuMeUora- 
▼lite.  Doc  an 

Lasi,  J.  EtOAaoK,  Prtnta,        Doa  278 
Lasb,  OBQAftf  Lieat.,  Doo.  131 

Luro,  IX,  Oftpk.  report  of  the  b*Ule 

of  Fredericksburf ,  Ym,.       Doo.  141 
Lahooxd,  a.  B.,  Ueat.  OoL,     Doo.  442 
LAxaui,  — ^Senator,  notieod.  Doe.      1 
LiimiB,  J.  w._,  GapU,  report  of  the 
batUe  or  FreHarkBlnbiifg,  Va., 

Doc  158 
LAUWwniTi,  JoMi  A,,  Mmj.^  Doc  881 
LAUiuir,  JAOOB  O.,  Bri^-Gen.    See 

laka,  Doc  788 

Law,  &  M.,  Brlf.-Ge]i.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredertaksbnrf, 
Va.,  Doc  112 

L4inov,£.  P.,Capt.,iieUeeof,  Doc  110 
LD,£F.,a4>t.,  Doc  480 

La,  FlTc,  Brig. -Gee,  report  of  the 
batUeor&eUeTiTllK  Doc  SIS 

&e  BrlBtoe  StatlOQ,  Doc  812 

Lb.  Bmkkt  B.,  a.  D.  G.  Doc  726 

1^1,  J.  PBLun,  Gopk  U.  &  N.    See 

Viokebanr,  Doc.  700 

LBLBeanrr  E.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  or  GbaaoeUonrille,  Tc, 

Doc  28B 
report  of  operatioDi  at  Bappahaa- 

nook  Bridge,  Va.,  Doc  788 

noticed,  Doc  68 

Las,  &  Dl,  Gen.,  attheileffeof  Ykika- 
borg.  Doc  674 

See  Black  Flag,  Doc  TSl 

Lb,  a  P.,  Admiral,  reperta  of  the 
flgfat  with  the  Albemarle, 

Doc  218,  217,  228 

report  of  an  expedition  op  the 

Naoaemond  and  Jamea  BlTora, 

Vc,  Doc  289 

Lb,  W.  H.  F.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 

the  batUe  of  GhaooeUorsviUe, 

Doc  278 
report  of  the  battle  of  KOley- 
ylUe,  Va.,  Doc  816 

ijEHiuw,  BoBB,  **a  brave  boy/' 

Liwn.  Caiaum  D.,  Burgeon,  report 
ef  oaaoaltiea  at  Fort  St.  PbUlp, 
Lc,  Doc  684 

noticed.  Doc  674 

Ixmi,  J.  H.,  CbL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tie  of  Chickamanga,  Doc  470 

I^ina,  J.  R  C,  Major,  noticed.  J)oc  188 

liBini,  J.  W.,  Oftpk,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Vc, 

Doc  148 

Ubb  J  Prison,  ecenea  in  the,      Doc  197 

lieatenant-General  in  the  army  of 
the  United  Statea,  bill  reviving 
thegradeof,  Doc    64 

La»BX,  JoBN  R. ,  Gen. ,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,       Doc  896 

Loroour,  Abraham,  Executive  Order, 
establiatung  a  Proviaional  Conrt 
in  Louisiana,  Doc.  842 

LmmouM.A.,  Dr.,  noticed,       Doc  888 

'*Uttle  Ada,'^  reports  of  the  attack 
on  the,  Doc  287 

Lbtlb  Ckow,  Indian  Chief,  hia  letter 
to  Gen.  Sibiev,  Doc  247 

IiRLB,  CtaAKLBB,  Sorgeon,  Doc  287 

Llotd,  Jomr  W. ,  bravery  of.     Doc  226 

Loonrr,  ^  MMjott  See  Blege  of 

Vlcksboig,  Doc  661 

noticed.  Doc  671 

LooAX,  J.  L.,  OdI.,  at  Pert  Hodaon, 

Doc  692 

LujUBiaoi,  Jaxb,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  at  Frederiokabarg, 
Va.,  Doc    88 

of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
^-  Doc  S7S 

.«».^.  WnuAM,  Jc,  Borgeon, 
See  Nanaemond  Btver,  Vc, 

-,  ^  DOC24S 

LoBora,  W.  W.,  GcA.  See  Stage  of 
Vkksburg,  Doc  662 


repent  < 


— ^  Sergeant  Slat  A]a> 
bama,  wounded  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc  706 
LoalaiaBa,mBlorFof  the  Proviaional 
Oonrt  of,  bv  Judge  C  A.  Pea-     . 
body.  Doc  til 

op^tiona  in.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith's 
report.  Doc.  748 

Love,  in  Winchester,  Ta.  Doc  196 

Lovxu.,  MAionxLDy  Gen.    Order  for 
the  deetri'Ctlon  of  Cotton,    Doc  2tf 
AiOortnth,  Doc  686 

report  of  ttie  baMlet  of  Corinth 

and  Hatchie,  Doc  640 

at  the  battle  of  OofltevlUe,Miaa., 

Doc  609 
reports  of  (he  lUl  of  Nav  Orleatta, 

Doc  661 
noticed.  Doc.  696 

Lowxr ,  If.  P. ,  Col. ,  noticed.       Doc  480 
LuonB,  Jamb  B.,SungeoD,         Doc  442 
Llm^  w.  H.,  Lleuk-Ool.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fte4erickabarg, 
Va.,  Doc.  147 

Lrtm,  Naxhajtabl,  Brig-Gen.,  resoln- 
tioB  of  OongreB  expressive  of 
recognition  oC  the  patriotic  ser- 
vices of.  Doc  20 
Ltxob,  W.  F.,  Flag  OfDcer.  See 
Charleaton,  8.  CL,  Doc.  621 
nottoed,                                 Doc  696 


Macuav,  U  A^  MiOor,  notloed.  Doc  699 

Maook,  J.  M.,CBpt.,atChk}kamaiiga, 

Doc.  444 

MABom.  WnuAif,  Brlg.-Gen. ,  report 
of  the  battle  of  F^ederickaborg, 
Va.,  Doc  119 

report  of  the  battle  of  Gbaacel- 
lorsvUle,  Doc  298 

Majos,  Jaiob  p.  Col.,  report  of 
operations  in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc  768 

Manassas,  Vc,  Beaoregtfd'a  order 
before  the  battle  of.  Doc  620 

correction  of  reporta  of  the  bat- 
tle of.  Doc.  884, 886 

*'  Manaasas,"  gunboat,  at  New  Or- 
leans, Doc  670,  671 

MAXxr,  Fraxk,  Mator,  notked,  Doc  488 

Mavxt,  Oxomib.  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamanga,     ' 

MAKKUiTur,  A.  M.,  Brig. -Geo.,  report 

of  the  battle  of  Chidbunauga.  Doc  422 
MAXXAOtra,  J.,  Gen.,  report  or  the 

battle  of  Helena,  Doc  609 

See  Heleua,  Ark.,  Doc  696 

MAiCBBAincs,  GaoBOB,  Lieut.,  noticod, 

Doc4U 
}tA9mttis^  HuxpHBXT,  Gcx.,  report 

of  the  flgbt  at  Prtnoeton,  Vs., 

Doc  001 
MAxnx,  Jas.  G.,  Brig.-GeB.,  Doc  686 
Martb,  L.  ,  Capt. ,  Dnc.  Ill 

Marye's  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 

Kemstown,  Doc  667 

Matibbwb,  Jajobb  H.,  Iaw  Clerk  to 

the  Confederate  Congre«,  Doc  227 
llAUBor,  V^  Capt.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  FrederioksDurg,  Vc,  Doc  141 
Maitxt,  Dabbxt  H^  Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Cerlnth,  Doc  646 

Mazobt,  Brig.-Gen.  See  Pembertoo's 

report.  Doc  668 

Matbx,  J.  P.,  Lleat.-a>L»  noticed, 

Doc  696 
MnAxMi.v,  LxAXDKx.   See  Donaldson- 

viUe,  Doc  761 

M0CALHni,B.  a.  Rev.,  noticed,  Doc  149 
MoCLBLLAX,  Gbomb  B..Gcai.,  letter 

to  Col.  R.  L.  Scott,  ccoceming 

the  battie  at  Munson's  HiU,  Va^ 

Doc  617 
MoCkBXAXV,  JoHX  A.,   Oen.     See 

Pembertoo's  report  of  VIcka- 

borg.  Doc  676 

MoOooK,  4.  McD.,  Oex.,  report  of 

the  batUeo4St«me  River,  Doc  479 


noticed. 


MoCuiUMi,  .  OoL     See  Bteok 

Flag,  Doc  796 

McDoxALO,  Jaxb,  Ch^.,  Doc  SB 

McD'HALD,  Lieut.,  noticed.        Doe.  r** 

McOuwxLL,  iBvur,  Oeq..  supplexMosal 

reportorthebattfeofJ- 


McDowKLL,J.  a,OoL,notk9ed,  Doc  IM 
MoUlowv,  Wiluax,  AcUng  Maater. 

Ae  **  Chesapeake,"  Doc  SB 

MoGmx,   HinnB,~  iied.   Director, 

noticed,  Doc  6it 

MdXTOB,  C  F..  CbpC  Doc  619 

notloed.  Doc  tfTS 

Mobncax,  a  a,  M^for.report  cf  the 

baUle  of  Bristoe  Statton,  Dec  CU 
M6KXAX,T.  J.,  Brig-Gen.    &«  lokm, 

ddc  im 

[xxDBB,  GxBOB,  Ltoot.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  F)«deriekBbarg, 
Vc,  Doc  U7 

MoKximxT,  WfLUAif.  Bosign,     Doc  SB 
MffKBBxre,  •— «•    Ob.     Sbs    Ftva 
Forks,  Doc  Ml 

MoKix, ,MlMar,kffled,        Doc  271 

McLAiramAX,  WnuAX,  Ckp«.,      Doc  S8S 
McLaws,  U,  MM^-Qeek,,  report  of  tho 
battle  of  FJrederickBbvg,  Va^ 

Doc    9T 
report  of  the  battle  of  Cbaaeel- 
(orBville.  Doc  264 

MCMUXBAT.  JAXB  A^  ObL,  DoC  4» 

MoNab,  B.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  Doc  4U 

noticed.  Doc  IM 

mcPEJJL^  ,  Col.     See  Indiaao, 

Doc  2tt 
Wquax,      fluigeott. 

Doc  Its 
B.,Gea.,at  Vtaks- 
irg.  Doc  f&S 

;,  DAxmaooL  Brlg.-OcB.,  re- 
port of  battle  cf  flelexa,     Doc  ssr 
MeRAB,  D..  CoU,  report  of  the  batUs 
of  Helena,  Doc  6tt 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc  IM 

MxAMt,  GxoBB  G.,  Ma^-Oen. ,  thank- 
ed by  OongreB,  Doc    ii 
Madala  of  Honor,  bin  provldiog  Ibr 

the  presentation  of.  Doc    Sl 

Medical  DepartokBt  of  the  Army, 

biU  to  iucrease  the,  Doc  27, 28;  St 
Medical  Slorokeepera,  biU  to  autlior. 

iB  the  appointment  of,  Doc  St 
MXXDBXaAIX,  JOBH,  C^.,  lepoTt  of 

the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc  614 
MxBxirr,  WxBtxr,  Gen.  Sde  Battle  cT 

Five  Porks,  Va.,  Doc  S66 

MxBCK,l<AaAX  8.,0iift.,  Doc  ITT 
MxooM,  Jomr,  Engineer,  Doc   69t 

Mksbigan  Vohmteerc      See  Stow 

River. 
•* Milan,"  French  man-of-war,  at 

the  attack  on  New  Oricana,  Dx.  67S 
Military  MeaaorB   of   Omgrt^s,  a 
record  of,  dnring  1861.  IM, 

Doc  1 
debate  on  the  bW  toauthori»  the 
employment  or  voiunt^era  to 
aid  In  enforelag  the  laws  aad 
protecting  public  property,  Doc  1 
history  of  the  bill  to  tncreoee  the 
military  ftKahliffhrnnnt  of  the 
United  Statea,  Due      4 

bill  providing  for  the  better  or- 
ganiaatioxcf  the  militaxy  estab 
uahmeot.  Doc      t 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
anthorise  the  employmeot  o€ 
volunteera  to  aid  in  enfbreing 
the  laws  and  pi  iiHiKlng  public 
property,  I>oc    IS 

joint  reeolotloa  to  approve  and 
certain    acta  of     ' 


^reaident  of  the  United  Siatea, 
for  suppreasing  iuaoifoctiB  and 
rebellion.  Doc 

bUl  to  anthorlB  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimborM  vohuteera 
expeoBs   inoxrred  In  em* 
loying  regimBtal  banda,  and 
r  other  pvpoaea,      ,,,  IKic 


ptoy 
raro 
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TAOt 

bin  anthorlsing  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aides-de- 
camp, Doc    16 

act  to  promote  the  efflciencv  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical 
Engineer  corps,  and  for  other 

Snrposes,  Doc.    16 

to  aathoriie  an  increase  in  the 
corps  of  Engineers  and  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  Doc    17 

bill  maldng  an  appropriation  to 
deliver  arms  to  l»yal  citizens  of 
rebel  States,  Doc    17 

act  making  appropriations,  and 
for  other  purposes,  Doc    17 

bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of 
arms,  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  Doc    18 

act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
privates  of  the  army.  Doc    18 

resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  bereaved 
families  and  friends  of  our  sol- 
diers who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  Republic,  Doc    10 

bill  to  provide  for  allotment  certi- 
ficates among  the  volunteer 
forces.  Doc    10 

bill  relating  to  coorts-martial  hi 
the  army.  Doc    10 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
recognition  by  Congress  of  the 
patriotic  and  gallant  services  df 
Brlg.-^n.  Nathanael  Lyon,  and 
of  the  ofBcors  and  soldiers  un- 
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Pbmb,    B.    H.,    Llent,    noticed, 

Doc  708,721 
FiXB,  9tmuMf  Gen.,  report  of  the 
batUe  of  Helena,  Doc  607 

report  of  the  battle  of  Obrtath, 

Doc.  888 

Am  Helena,  Doc  604 

Am  luka,  Doc  780,  784 

&0Cbrlnth,  Doc  084 

PBi]a,O.H^<>mt.,  noticed,      Doc  442 

Princeton,  va.,Soathem  reports  of 

the  fights  at.  Doc  001 

Prisons.    See  CSiaplain  Harrej's  ac- 
coont of  Sonthem  Prisons,  Doc  104 
PaooDB,  JAm  T.,  XJent,  noticed, . 

Doc  806 
ProTisknud  Oonrt  hi  Loolsisna,  es- 
tshlished.  Doc  8A2 


Quaker  Road,  Til,  aoooont  of  the 
baUle  of.  Doc  848 

Qaw,  W.  W.,  Lleot-Oom.,  report 
of  the  fight  with  the  "  Albe- 
marle,'* Doc  220 

Quiour.  A.  J..  Lieot,  noticed.  Doc  888 


RAionjm,  &  D.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  ChanceUorsTille, 

Doc  288 
RianouH,  G.  W.,  Seorstary  of  War, 
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Watts'  letter  on,  at  the  Sonth, 

Doc  288 
RnoRNL  W.  F.,  lient..  Doc  008 

<•  Red  Plnme/'  the  Ohlef, 


Rbd,  John,  MiOor,  noticed. 


Doc  228 
Doc  600 

x»*»w.,  IL.  Gspt.,  Doc  888 
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